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SHORT FICTION:
Why Write It, How to Do It Well, 

and Where to Get Published

Francelia Belton writes dark, tight crime and noir fiction. The
kind that starts after the decision is already made. Her fiction

has appeared in Denver Noir, Shotgun Honey Presents: Thicker
Than Water, and Stone’s Throw 2023 from Rock and a Hard

Place Press. Her story “Dreaming of Ella” was recognized in The
Best American Mystery Stories. More at

www.FranceliaBelton.com.

After being tormented by a co-worker, Catherine Dilts took
out her homicidal frustration in fiction, resulting in her first

short story sale. Author of the Rose Creek Mystery series, her
short stories appear in Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine.

Catherine co-authors the Ninja Grandparent Placement
Mysteries with her daughter, Merida Bass. More at

www.CatherineDilts.com.

Kerry Hammond is an Agatha Award-nominated author
whose short stories have appeared in anthologies for Malice

Domestic, Bouchercon and Sisters in Crime. One story was
chosen for inclusion in The Mysterious Bookshop Presents the

Best Mystery Stories of the Year. She writes downloadable
Murder Mystery Party games at BlameTheButler.com. More at

www.KerryHammond.com.

www.SistersinCrimeColorado.org

Speakers

https://www.blamethebutler.com/


www.SistersinCrimeColorado.org

SPEAKERS’ RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Short Mystery Fiction Society - shortmystery.blogspot.com/ 

“Go-to” for short mystery & crime fiction markets and news - free to join!
Frequently posts calls for submissions for anthologies and magazines
Annual anthology + annual awards “Derringers” presented at Bouchercon

Other Recommended Newsletters
Publishing and Other Forms of Insanity - publishedtodeath.blogspot.com; Open calls
for short stories and more
Funds for Writers - fundsforwriters.com includes markets, contests and newsletters

Other Anthologies and Places to Publish
Sisters in Crime-Colorado (membership required)
Pikes Peak Writers (membership required) - pikespeakwriters.org/anthology. Also
typically have workships on writing short fiction at annual conferences.
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine - flash fiction based on photo
alfredhitchcockmysterymagazine.com/current-issue/mysterious-photograph/   
Conferences with anthologies include Malice Domestic and Bouchercon

Writing  Resources Specific to Short Stories
Algis Budrys' Writing to the Point + What A Story Is

A great primer on the basics of writing a short story
https://s3.us-west-1.wasabisys.com/luminist/EB/B/Budrys%20-
%20Writing%20to%20the%20Point.pdf + a more condensed version,
https://www.writersofthefuture.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Lesson-9-
22What-a-Story-Is22.pdf

Hannah Tinti workshops - “Helps me move forward when I’m stuck in a story”
Craftwork, www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyQnQVLen2M
Write a Short Story with Hannah Tinti, one-story.com/product/write-a-short-story-
with-hannah-tinti/
Revise with Hannah Tinti, one-story.com/product/revise-with-hannah-tinti/

To write good short stories, read good short stories: Subscribe to Ellery Queen and
Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine, read the Bouchercon and Malice anthologies, read
a stunning short story with an incredible twist, bkstevensmysteries.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/LastBlueGlass.pdf 

Bouchercon 2027 anthology deadline is Oct. 1. More at bouchercon2027.com/anthology 
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