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HETHUKUTHULA XULU 

ome folks study a discipline and stay in 
al their lives. Others, ike Bhckithemba 
joko, start their careers in one field — IT 

i his case — and end up in something com- 
etely differnt. 
His destiny has led him to the bush, a5 
dge manager,a tour guide and now a wild- 

fe photographer. 
“The extent of the knowledge that Ezem- 

elo's offcial photographer has picked up 
mes out during a road trip from Piter- 
ritzburg in the Midlands to an elephant 

ark in the far north of KZX. 
‘Our destination is the Tembe Elephant 
r, established in 1983 by the Tembe Trib- 

| Authority and Ezemvelo KZN Wildife, 
b protect the elephants that once roamed 
ctween Maputaland and southern Morza 

  

  

ique 
Njoko knew the history of the different 

bwens e passed, knew the animals and 
e trees, as we headed north from eThek- 
ini through KaDudukuza and Hluhluwe 

ards the far northern distict of uM) 
myakude and the hills and mountains dis- 
ppear. 
No wonder it's called uMhlabuyalingana 
hich loosel translates as “flat land”. 
Born and raised in New Hanover, Njoko 

egan his carcer with Ezemvelo in 1986, 
arting in the IT unt. Back then, hs role 
wolved laying IT cabing at Queen Eliza- 
eth Park, a task he undertook before lap- 
ps were commonplace. 
In1991, Njoko moved to the 

    

  

      

¢ Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, whe 
s 4 technician assistant. 
After four years of dedicated service, he 
as promoted to camp manager in 1995, 
here he took charge of game drives, guided 
alks and training guides. 
Njoko's carcer continued to flourish when 

  

e became a range officer, managing five 
ush lodges: Masinda, Nselweni, Gaoyeni, 
lathikhulu, and Sontul 

In 2008, he briefly stepped into the role 
i Mpila Camp resort manager, a period 
at deepened his love for photography —a 
assion that would later redefine his carcer. 
In 2002, Ny h    

ointing him as the organisation’s offcial 
hotographer. 
“This role allowed him to merge his pro- 
ssional work with his personal passion for 
pturing the beauty of the natural world. 
Six hours later, after a few pit stops and 
untless photo shoots, we arrive at Tembe 
lephant Park, o be grected by Zulu danc- 
rs and a Swati speaking security guard — 
arming but it was an indicator that we       
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had entered a diverse world and a mixture 
of people and cultures. 

After_familiarising ourselves with the 
area, we were taken on a late afternoon 
game drive. Njoko immediately tumed from 
driver to photographer. 

“The number one goal was to spot a herd 
hants, however, a lion would have 

tely for us, as the sun was set 
ting, the only animals that were excited to 
see us were the nyala, girafe, cranes and we 
caught a glimpse of one lion as it took its 
afternoon sip in the river. 

After the 45-minute game drive, we en- 
joyed venison (myala) curry while being 
serenaded by a musical performance from a 
local artist 

    

   

  

the 
‘whole purpose of the trip was to witness the 
triparite agreement between the commun- 

Ezemvelo Wildife, and Peace Parks 
fon, which was aimed at decreasing 

reating job opportunites and el 

      

   
evating the standard of lving for the Tembe 
people in the far north of K 

There again, his role was clear, armed 
with a camera, Njoko clicked away during 
the signing of the agreement. 

“The agreement served to promote collab- 
oration between the partis for the devel- 
opment of the Tembe Flephant Park, which 
borders Mozambique. 

1t will also enable the implementation 
of biodiversity conservation programmes 
aligned to Ezemvelo functions. 

According to Ezemvelo Wildife chief ex 
ccutive officer Sitle MKk 

  

   
    

menitics at the Mang- 
foint funding proposals for 

ssion to_international co-op 
partners; and promotion of conservatior 
biodiversity and meaningful collaboration”. 

Local traditionl leader inkosi Mabhudu 
Tembe applauded the partnership, adding 
that: “Without working _together, there 
‘would be no development in our communi- 
ty and for our people” 

After the signing of the agreement we 
headed to the Hluhluve Imiolozi Game 
Reserve,still on our quest 10 see some ele- 
phants, and luck was on our side. 

We saw at least five differen herds “fam- 
les” as they attempted to cross the reserve 
roads on their way to the river. 

‘When we stumble upon a group of cle. 
‘phants that looked like a family, Njoko told 
s a story about how elephants had a good 
‘memory and how that could work against 
rangers’ favour at times. 
“When these animals escape as 2 group 

and you have to dart or put down one, it is 
important to not do it in the presence of fs 
calf s that calf will never forget what you 

  

     

   

  

    

  

  

  

TOP: Tembe Elephant Park vistors stretch theirlegs e 
onagame drive. 

      

   

    

   

  

     

ABOVE: Ezemvelo KZN Wiife CEO Sihle Mkhize (in front] 
with parkvisitors and stakeholders on a game dfive. 

did to their parent and have a hatred to- 
wards you and one day attack you? he said. 

LEFT,BELOW and ABOVE LEFT: Some of the many animal 
that can be seenn the park, 
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