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Denver Wrongful Death Lawyer Comparison
Understanding who can file a wrongful death claim in Colorado

Based on Denver Wrongful Death Lawyer by McCormick and Murphy

Factor First Year (Spouse) First Year (No Spouse) After One Year

Who can file? Surviving Spouse (Exclusive
Right)

Children Designated Beneficiary or
Personal Representative

Claimant Priority Highest Secondary Tertiary

Filing Authority Surviving Spouse Children Personal Representative of
the Estate

Legal Basis Exclusive right granted by
statute

Statutory right if no spouse Statutory right if no spouse or
children

Purpose of Law Ensure closest family
controls case

Ensure closest family
controls case

Allow estate to proceed if
family cannot

Time Limitation Within the first year Within the first year After one year has passed
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Resources & Further Reading

Related guides to support your comparison:

■  Denver Wrongful Death Claim Checklist

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260706-65ee7b/mccormick-and-murphy/Checklist/denver-wrongful-de

ath-claim-checklist.pdf

■  Navigating a Wrongful Death Claim in Denver (Process Flow)

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260706-d25222/mccormick-and-murphy/Process%20Flow/denver-wro

ngful-death-lawyer-process-flow.pdf

■  Home

https://mccormickmurphy.com/

■  About

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/

■  Kirk McCormick

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/kirk-mccormick/

■  James Murphy

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/james-murphy/

■  Sample Case Result

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/sample-case-result/

■  M + M in the community

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/m-m-in-the-community/

■  Testimonials

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/testimonials/

■  Practice Areas

https://mccormickmurphy.com/practice-areas/

McCormick and Murphy  |  929 W Colorado Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80905
(719)-389-0400  |  mccormickmurphy.com

Colorado law prioritizes immediate family in wrongful death claims.
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