Frequently Asked Questions: Hiring an
Attorney

Answers to common questions about choosing and working with a legal professional.

Based on Frequently Asked Questions by McCormick and Murphy

Q: How do | know if I need an attorney?

A: If you are facing a legal issue, it is often advisable to consult with an attorney. They can assess your
situation, explain your rights and options, and guide you through the legal process.

Q: What should I look for in an attorney?

A: Look for an attorney with experience in the specific area of law relevant to your case. Consider their
reputation, communication style, and whether you feel comfortable and confident with them.

Q: How do I find the right attorney for my case?

A: You can start by asking for referrals from friends, family, or other professionals. Many bar associations offer
referral services. Research potential attorneys online and read reviews.

Q: What information should | prepare before meeting an attorney?

A: Gather all relevant documents, such as contracts, correspondence, and any evidence related to your case.
Make a list of questions you want to ask and a timeline of events.

Q: What happens during an initial consultation?

A: During an initial consultation, you will discuss your case with the attorney, who will assess its merits and
explain potential legal strategies. It's also an opportunity for you to ask questions and determine if they are the
right fit.

Q: How much does it cost to hire an attorney?

A: Attorney fees vary depending on the complexity of the case, the attorney's experience, and their billing
structure (e.g., hourly, contingency, flat fee). Discuss fees openly during the initial consultation.

Q: What are different ways attorneys charge for their services?

A: Common billing structures include hourly rates, contingency fees (where the attorney gets a percentage of
the settlement or award), and flat fees for specific services. Understand which method applies to your case.

Q: Can | afford to hire an attorney?

A: Many attorneys offer free initial consultations, allowing you to discuss your case without immediate cost.
Some may also offer payment plans or work on a contingency basis, making legal representation more
accessible.

Q: What is a contingency fee agreement?

A: A contingency fee agreement means the attorney's fee is contingent upon winning your case. If you win, the
attorney receives a pre-agreed percentage of the settlement or award. If you lose, you typically do not pay
attorney fees.


https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/
https://mccormickmurphy.com/hire-attorney/frequently-asked-questions/

Q: How important is communication with my attorney?

A: Clear and consistent communication is vital. Your attorney should keep you informed about your case's
progress, and you should feel comfortable asking questions and providing updates.

Q: What if I'm not satisfied with my attorney?

A: If you are unhappy with your attorney's representation, you have the right to seek a second opinion or
change legal counsel. Discuss your concerns with your current attorney first, if possible.
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Resources & Further Reading

Related guides for these FAQs:

m Hiring an Attorney: FAQs (Infographic)

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260706-115bde/mccormick-and-murphy/Infographic/frequently-asked-

questions-infographic.pdf

m McCormick & Murphy Attorney Hiring FAQs (Comparison)

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260706-e 1fOed/mccormick-and-murphy/Comparison/frequently-asked

-questions-comparison.pdf

m Home

https://mccormickmurphy.com/

m About

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/

m Kirk McCormick

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/kirk-mccormick/

m James Murphy

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/james-murphy/

m Sample Case Result

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/sample-case-result/

m M+ M in the community

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/m-m-in-the-community/

m Testimonials

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/testimonials/

m Practice Areas

https://mccormickmurphy.com/practice-areas/

McCormick and Murphy | 929 W Colorado Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80905
(719)-389-0400 | mccormickmurphy.com
Understand your rights and find the right legal representation for your needs.
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