Hiring an Attorney FAQ's
Answers to common questions about hiring an attorney from McCormick & Murphy

Based on Hire Attorney by McCormick and Murphy

Q: What are the first steps when | need to hire an attorney?

A: The first step is to determine the type of legal issue you are facing. This will help you find an attorney with
the right expertise. Then, you can begin researching potential attorneys or law firms.

Q: How do | know if | need a lawyer?

A: You may need a lawyer if you are involved in a legal dispute, facing criminal charges, or need assistance
with complex legal matters like estate planning or business formation. Consulting with an attorney can help
clarify if legal representation is necessary.

Q: What kind of lawyer should | look for?

A: You should look for a lawyer who specializes in the specific area of law relevant to your situation. For
example, if you have a personal injury case, you'll want a personal injury attorney.

Q: Where can | find a good attorney?

A: You can find a good attorney through referrals from friends, family, or other legal professionals. Online
directories and bar association websites are also valuable resources for finding qualified lawyers.

Q: What should I look for in an attorney's qualifications?

A: Look for an attorney with relevant experience in your specific legal area, a good track record, and positive
client testimonials. Check their credentials and disciplinary history if possible.

Q: How important is an attorney's experience?

A: Experience is crucial. An experienced attorney understands the nuances of the law, court procedures, and
negotiation strategies, which can significantly impact the outcome of your case.

Q: What should | expect during an initial consultation?

A: During an initial consultation, you can expect to discuss your case details, ask questions about the
attorney's experience and approach, and understand their fee structure. It's an opportunity to assess if they are
the right fit for you.

Q: How much does it cost to hire an attorney?

A: Attorney fees vary widely depending on the complexity of the case, the attorney's experience, and their
billing method (hourly, contingency, flat fee). Be sure to discuss fees openly during the initial consultation.

Q: What are the different ways attorneys charge for their services?

A: Attorneys typically charge hourly rates, contingency fees (where they take a percentage of the settlement or
award), or flat fees for specific services. Some may also require a retainer.

Q: Should I ask about the attorney's communication style?
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A: Yes, it's important to ask about their communication style. You want an attorney who will keep you informed
about your case's progress and is accessible when you have questions.

Q: What is a retainer fee?

A: A retainer fee is an upfront payment made to an attorney to secure their services. It is typically held in trust
and billed against as the attorney works on your case.

Q: How do | prepare for my first meeting with a potential attorney?

A: Gather all relevant documents, write down a timeline of events, and prepare a list of questions. Being
organized will help you make the most of your consultation time.

Q: What if | can't afford an attorney?

A: If you cannot afford an attorney, explore options like legal aid societies, pro bono services, or attorneys who
offer contingency fee arrangements, especially in personal injury cases.
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Resources & Further Reading

Related guides for these FAQs:

m McCormick and Murphy: Hiring an Attorney FAQ (Infographic)

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260710-3eaad2/mccormick-and-murphy/Infographic/hire-attorney-info

graphic.pdf

m Hiring an Attorney Checkilist

https://storage.googleapis.com/mccormick-and-murphy-checklists-20260710-3eaad2/mccormick-and-murphy/Checklist/hiring-an-attorney-c
hecklist.pdf
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m Sample Case Result
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m M+ M in the community

https://mccormickmurphy.com/about/m-m-in-the-community/

m Testimonials
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m Practice Areas
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Find the right legal representation with expert guidance.
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