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'e book you hold in your hands is an invitation to enter 
into the most important tale in all of history. Each chapter 
tells a story drawn from Holy Scripture. At the end of each 
chapter is a quote from one of the voices of the Church: 
saints, Church Fathers, popes, theologians, or Scripture itself. 
'ese quotes were carefully chosen to show how the Church 
interprets the great story of God’s love for us and how each 
story leads us to the central 0gure of the Gospel: Jesus Christ. 

Storytellers o!en use a device called “foreshadowing,” the 
method of using an event in the plot to point forward to 
something that will happen later in the story. As the Author 
of all history, God uses the events of the Old Testament to 
point to what will take place in the New Testament. 
Illustrations and details that help reveal these connections 
follow each chapter of this book. You will notice that 
certain images return again and again. Moments like the 
Annunciation, when Mary says yes to God’s plan; the Nativity, 
when Jesus is born into the world; the Cruci0xion, when 
Jesus saves the world through His sacri0cial love; and the 
Resurrection, when He conquers death, are foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament again and again.

When we read stories from the Bible as part of one great 
Story, we start to see what the Church calls “typology” in 
the Old and New Testaments. Old Testament 0gures like 
Isaac (who carried the wood for the sacri0ce on his back) 
become “types” that are fully revealed in the Gospels 
through Jesus Christ (who carried the Cross on His back to 
sacri0ce Himself for the whole world). In this way, the Old 
Testament and the New Testament illuminate each other 
and help us to understand God’s story.

How to Use This Book

12



K E Y  P O I N T S  /  K E Y  C O N N E C T I O N S

Explore key points of each story and connections 
between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. 'ese connections shed more light 
on the story and how it 0ts into the big picture 
of the Story of All Stories.

“Just as those who looked with bodily eyes at the 
serpent that Moses fastened on the pole lived 
bodily, so too, those who look with spiritual eyes 
at the body of Jesus nailed and suspended on the 
Cross and believe in Him will live spiritually.”

S T.  E P H R E M  T H E  S Y R I A N  |  3 0 6 – 3 7 3

'e Old Testament “pre0gures” or points to the events of 
the New Testament, but there is another layer of Scripture 
that reaches directly to us. Like Abraham, God calls us on a 
journey of faith; like the disciples on the stormy sea, we cry 
out for Jesus’ help. We join in Christ’s Cruci0xion in the 
sacrament of Baptism and we receive His Body and Blood 
in the sacrament of the Eucharist. 'rough the Resurrection, 
we are invited to eternal life. God’s great Story takes place 
not only in the past but also in the present, in every 
moment—and He calls us beyond the present to eternity.

K E Y  Q U O T E S

Discover how Scripture, Church Fathers, theologians, and saints 
throughout Church history connect these stories to Christ.
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In this world, there are many stories. 'ere are more 
stories than you could ever count—billions upon 
billions of them, some lovely, some terrible, some 
wonderful, some that would make you cry for a 
hundred years. But every story that has ever been 
told or will ever be told is a part of another story. 
'at story is the One Great Story, the Story of All 
Stories, the most beautiful, most fantastic, most 
mysterious story ever told.

You are holding that story in your hands, right 
now, as you read these words.

'e Bible isn’t just another story. It is the story—
the story that makes sense of all other stories. It is 
the story about God and us. Most of all, it is the 
story about how very much He loves us. 'e 
people it talks about lived a long time ago. But as 
you will see, most aren’t that di4erent from you 
and me. Sometimes they 0nd it easy to love God 
and do what God asks them to do. Other times 

Introduction
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they don’t. 'ey struggle. 'ey question. 'ey doubt. 
'ey 0ght with one another and make foolish 
choices again and again. Yet through it all, God keeps 
loving them.

In the 0rst part of the Bible, which is called the 
Old Testament, God slowly reveals more and more 
of His heart to the world, teaching one particular 
people, bit by bit, who He is. 'en, in the second 
part of the Bible, the New Testament, God reveals 
Himself in a whole new way—a full and complete 
way—by becoming a man and living among us. 
When He does that, He also reveals who we are and 
who we are made to be.

But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. 'ere is a 
lot you need to know before you meet the Man 
who is God. 'ere are mighty battles and great 
miracles, kingdoms that rise and kingdoms that fall, 
long journeys to strange lands, mysterious prophecies, 
deadly plagues, an exodus and an exile, and so 
much more.

So let’s begin that story now, in the place where all 
good stories start: in the beginning.
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In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through 
Him, and without Him not one 

thing came into being. What 
has come into being in Him was 
life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 'e light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.

J O H N  1 : 1 – 5



Creation
Most of the world’s best stories begin with the same four 
words: “Once upon a time.” But the One Great Story can’t 
begin that way, for in the beginning there was no time. In 
the beginning there was nothing—no sun, no moon, no 
earth, no sky, no wind, no sound. 'ere was only God. He 
was there in the beginning, when all was dark. And He 
knew when the moment came for darkness to end.

In that moment, God spoke into the darkness, saying, 
“Let there be light.” And at His word, with one spark of 
brightness, time began.

Then, God spoke again. This time, He said, “Let the 
heavens take shape.” And again, at His word, great 
galaxies appeared, dark and deep, stretching on and on 
toward in0nity.

19
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When God spoke for a third time, He spoke earth, our 
home, into being. “Let there be a world 0lled with vast 
oceans,” He said. “Let rivers run through the dry land, and 
let lakes and creeks bubble up to make green things grow. 
Let trees shoot toward the sky, and let all the earth be 
covered with plants that are good to eat and flowers of 
every color and shape.”
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God looked upon what He had done. He smiled at how 
good and beautiful it was. But He still had more work to do.

'is time, God said, “Let there be two great lights, one 
to rule the day and one to rule the night.” As He spoke, 
rays from the warm golden sun danced upon the earth, 
while the cool light of the moon waited its turn to shine in 
the darkness. Elsewhere in the heavens, gleaming stars 
suddenly twinkled bright, ready to add their light to the 
light of the moon.

Next, God said, “Let there be life in the oceans and the 
skies.” And just like that, the seas 0lled with every kind of 
creature that swims, from the littlest of 0sh to the greatest 
of whales, while above the waters, winged birds took 9ight, 
soaring high into the sky.

God then looked at the earth and said, “Let there be 
life on all the land.” And there was. 'ere were snakes that 
slithered and bugs that crawled. 'ere were bunnies that 
hopped and dogs that jumped. 'ere were mighty grey 
elephants that lumbered through the jungles and sleek black 
horses that raced along the plains. 'ere was every animal 
you could ever imagine (and some that you probably can’t 
imagine), all created by God.

Finally, God spoke one last time. “Let there be someone 
made in Our image,” He said, “creatures who can think great 
thoughts and create works of beauty, who can know right 
from wrong and who can give themselves in love to another.”
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And so God made Adam and Eve, a man and a woman, 
in His image and likeness. He made Adam from the dust 
of the earth, and He made Eve from a rib taken from 
Adam’s side.

He then gave them a home, a garden paradise called Eden.
“Be fruitful and multiply,” He told the two. “Bring 

children into this world and make a home of this earth, 
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0lling it with people and beauty and order. Care for every 
living thing, and protect this garden. Keep it safe.”

With those words, Creation was almost complete. A 
whole universe had been born, with every part of it 
starting as a thought in the mind of God. He made it all. 
He loved it all.

“It is very, very good,” He said.
And with that, on the seventh and last day of Creation, 

God completed His work and rested.
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“At the beginning of the human race, the 
woman was made of a rib taken from the side 
of the man while he slept. For it was fitting 
that even then Christ and His Church should 
be foreshadowed in this event. For Adam’s 
sleep prefigured the death of Christ—whose 
side, as He hung lifeless upon the Cross, was 
pierced by a spear. From Christ’s side flowed 
blood and water, and these we know to be the 
sacraments by which the Church is built up.”

S T.  A U G U S T I N E  |  3 5 4 – 4 3 0

K E Y  C O N N E C T I O N

While Christ was asleep, His side was pierced 
by a spear. 'rough His death, humanity was 
brought back to God. Jesus is called the  
“New Adam.”

K E Y  P O I N T

While Adam was asleep, God created Eve from 
a rib taken from his side. 'eir sin would a4ect 
all generations, drawing us away from God.
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The Fall
Adam and Eve should have lived happily ever a!er. 'ey 
had each other, a beautiful home in paradise, and most of 
all their friendship with God, who walked in the Garden 
with them every evening and who had breathed His very 
own life into them.

God was a true Father to Adam and Eve and gave them 
everything they needed. In return, He asked only one 
thing: that they never eat the fruit from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. If they did, God explained, 
they would die.

Adam and Eve obeyed, and all was well . . . until 
Satan arrived.

Satan was an angel who had served God in Heaven. He 
had been the most beautiful of all the angels. But then his 
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beauty went to his head, and he became so pu4ed up 
with pride that he refused to serve. 'ere was a great 
battle. God won (of course), and Satan, along with a 
whole legion of other bad angels, was cast out of 
Heaven forever.

Satan wasn’t sorry, though. Instead, he wanted 
revenge.

That’s why the once glorious angel disguised 
himself as a snake and slithered into the Garden. 
'ere, he found Adam and Eve, standing near the tree 
with the forbidden fruit.

 “What a beautiful garden,” he said to Eve. “Such 
lovely fruit. It’s a shame God won’t let you eat any of it.”

“Oh, no!” Eve replied. “We can eat anything we 
want, just not the fruit from the tree at the center of 
the Garden.”

“But that’s the best fruit of all!” said the sly snake. 
“I’ll tell you a secret: God doesn’t want you to eat that 
fruit, because if you do, you’ll become as wise as He is.”

Eve looked at the snake. 'en, she looked at the 
fruit. It did look delicious, so ripe and juicy. She also 
thought about how wise God was. Why shouldn’t she 
be wise, too?

Suddenly, desire for the fruit overwhelmed her. 
She walked up to the tree, plucked a piece from its 
branches, and took a bite. She then handed it to 
Adam. Without so much as a word of protest, he took 
a bite, too. And just like that, Adam and Eve died.

Really! 'ey did. Now, it’s true they didn’t keel 
over on the spot. 'eir hearts kept right on beating 

2:


	Introduction
	The Maccabees
	Esther
	Daniel in the Lions’ Den
	Tobit
	Job
	Jonah
	The Prophets
	Elijah
	The Kingdom Falls
	Solomon
	David, The Ark, and Bathsheba
	David, Goliath, and Saul
	Saul
	Hannah and Samuel
	Ruth
	Deborah and the Judges
	The Fall of Jericho
	The Promised Land and the Bronze Serpent
	The Tabernacle
	Sinai
	The Exodus
	Moses
	Joseph
	Jacob’s Ladder
	Jacob and Esau
	Abraham and Isaac
	God’s Promise to Abram
	Abram Follows God
	The Tower of Babel
	Noah and the Ark
	Cain and Abel
	The Fall
	Creation
	Revelation
	Peter’s Vision
	Philip and the Ethiopian
	Stephen’s Martyrdom and the Conversion of Saul
	Pentecost
	The Ascension
	Jesus Appears to the Disciples
	The Road to Emmaus
	The Risen Lord Appears to Mary Magdalene
	The Passion, Death, and Burial of Jesus
	Jesus Before Pilate
	The Garden of Gethsemane
	The Last Supper
	Judas’ Betrayal
	Jesus Cleanses the Temple
	Jesus Enters Jerusalem
	Jesus Resurrects Lazarus
	The Good Samaritan
	Parables of Justice
	Greatness in the Eyes of God
	The Lost Sheep and The Prodigal Son
	Stories of Forgiveness
	The Transfiguration
	Keys of the Kingdom
	The Bread of Life
	Jesus Walks on Water
	Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
	The Death of John the Baptist
	Parables of the Kingdom
	Jairus’ Daughter and the Centurion’s Servant
	Jesus Calms the Storm and Frees a Man from Demons
	The Sermon on the Mount
	Nicodemus and the Woman at the Well
	The Miracles of Healing
	The Wedding at Cana
	Fishers of Men
	The Temptation in the Desert
	John the Baptist
	The Boy Jesus in the Temple
	The Presentation and the Wise Men
	The Nativity
	The Annunciation
	The Ministry of Peter

