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Shavuot is in the month of Sivan, as a reminder
to receiving the Torah by Bnei Israel in Mount
Sinai. This holiday is also called Feast of
Weeks, because it occurs seven weeks after the
start of the Counting of the Omer. The first
day of Shavuot is fiftieth day after the start
of the Omer, and always is on the same day of
the week as the day of the week which second
day of Pesach was in.

During the days of the Temple in Jerusalem,
Shavuot was one of three holy days when Israelites
visited the Temple. (Other two holy days were
Pesach and Succot.)

"Three times a year all your men shall visit the
place chosen by God. In Pesach, Shavuot and
Succot, do not come empty handed."

Shavuot is also called Feast of the First Fruit,
because during the times of the Temple, the first
corn of the year was brought to the Temple, and
similarly all first fruits were brought to The
Holy Temple by Jewish farmers.

The second day of Shavuot is associated with the
anniversary of King David'd death. Therefore, as
David is a descendant of Ruth, the book of Ruth
is read in the Synagogue before the reading of
the Torah on the second day of Shavuot.

This is mentioned in the Parashah Reeh, which we
read on the second day of Shavuot as follows:

‘Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thyself, from
the time thou beginnest to put sickle to the corn,
shalt thou begin to number seven weeks. And thou
shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy
God with a tribute of a freewill-offering of thy
hand, which thou shalt give: according to the
Lord thy God have blessed thee. And thou shalt
rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy
son, and thy daughter, and thy men-servant, and
thy maid-servant, and the Levite that is within
thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless,
and the widow, that are in the midst of thee, in
the place which the Lord thy God will choose to
let His nare dwell there

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

The Library Committee is proud to announce
that we have started preparing a master
list of books on a wide variety of sub-
jects pertaining to Judaism and the
Mashadi Community. Those people who wish
to donate money for buying of any of these
books in their names or in memory of a
beloved one can do so by contacting the
committee. The books selected start from
approximately $10.00 and upwards. Due to
limited shelf space in the library, we
discourage donations of books, mainly be-
cause they may be duplications of books
already selected, or they may be unsuit-
able for our community (unless it is a
rare Persian book). The library will con-
sist of Hebrew, English and Persian books
appealing to adults and teenagers as well
as a beautiful childrens' section.
Initially only one copy of each.selected
book will be purchased, so we urge any
interested individuals to contact one
of the committee members as soon as
possible for the selection of your choice.
The Library Committee members are:

Jack Aminoff (263-U4469)

Parviz Namdar Sheila Rahmanan

Margalit Levy Larry Levian

(847/7708:441/3822)

Any Help or Suggestions Will Be .
Appreclated. -

From The Jewish Book of Why
by Alfred J. Kolatch

Q. Why is Tuesday a favorite day for
marriage among some Orthodox Jews?

A. Tuesday is favored for marriage because
the Bible repeats the word Ki-Tov, and God
saw that it was good"(Genesis 10-12), in
referring to the third day of creation,
which is Tuesday.

Q. Why do the bride and groom often fast
on their wedding days?

A. Because marriage represents a new
beginning for the bride and groom, it be-
comes traditional to enter this new phase
with fasting and prayers for the forgive-
ness of past sins. The origin of the cus-
tom can be traced to the talmud that "The
sins of a king, a prince, and a groom are
forgiven on the day they enter their new
lives

MAZEL TOV_COLUMN

Births

Roni & Maria Jamshidoff A Daughter
Farzin & Rozita Ebrani A Son
Fereidoon & Roslyn Aziz A Son
Shahab & Shiva Etessami A Son
Yousy & Diana Levy A Daughter
Lawrence & Angela Levian A Daughter
Masoud & Juliet Levian A Son
Moussa & Shoula Solaymani A Daughter

We would like to congradulate Khosrow and
Fariba Hakimian and their families on
their recent marriage and wish them a
happy and healthy life together.

Our congradulations to Cyrus and Shamsi
Jaradoff on the occassion of their son's
Bar Mitzvah.

PARI ZANGANEH - Folk Song Concert

Saturday Night, June 9th at 9:45 P.M.
Shaaré Tova =-- Main Hall

THE MISSION (FERESTADEH) A Film
by Parviz Sayyad / Cinema 3 (752-5959)

THE PRECIOUS LEGACY - Judalc Treasures
from the Czechoslovak State Collections
The Jewish Museum, Through Aug. 26, 1984.
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