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*¥% A Word of Caution ¥*¥%

Recently there have been numerous reports of
muggings and slashing of tires, robberies and
hold-ups : particularily in the 47th St,
Jewlery area. We would therefore like to alert
everyone, especially those in the jewlery
trade to be very careful whether they are
walking or riding.

The muggers have greatly increased their
activities and find many ways of distraction
(i.e. - slashing tires, pouring ketchup/mustard
on victims, hitting, grabbing purses,asking
directions etc.). We therefore offer this list
in order to minimize risks and increase caution
awareness:

- Do not carry more goods than neccessary.

- Do not carry goods after business hours.

- If you are carrying a large supply of goods,
ask a friend to accompany you to your desti-
nation (car, office, building..)

- Avoid carrying large bags that can easily

be identified.

- If commuting by car, check your tires before

leaving the parking lot (especially the

right side, rear tire).

- Try not to travel by car alone.

- Always be on your guard and alert of your

surroundings.

We especially ask women to be on their

guard as many of the attacks were made on

women.
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BIRTHS

Bently *& et nar Difles, 593, 351, aoon a daughter
Shlomo & Serena Elishaoof......a daughter
Bijan & Joan Kashanian..... «...a daughter
Eshag & Jilla Nashimalak....... a daughter
Rani & Marya Jamshidoof........a son

Mr. & Mrs. Saeed Moheban....... a son
Yehoda & ‘HelenGabra....... 7 .4 son
Belroz &<YokhebeteDil ‘o), 2iili. Ja gén
David & Marlin Kordovani....... a son
AbneR & Jalelin Zabolani.......a son

Ebby & Joudie Soulemani...... ..a son

David & Mahrash (Sharagatkhah) Mehidizadeh

Dr. Rolan & Shiva Nassimi. a son

BAR MITZVA
Faryar, son of Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Kamal1

snmAn’ SONofMr. & Mrs. Yacob Shafiyan

ENGAGEMENTS
Henry Mayourian & Rebecca Khordian
Danny Shahverdi & Rozita kashanian

Jacob Rahmanan & Halleh Mortezaof
RAM MOHEBAN & ANNA NASSIM|NA

WEDDINGS

Benny & Milen Kohen Sedg
Michael & Ana Banilevi
Shahram & Odalia Pholadian
Amir & Lena Kohanim
Shahram & Afsaneh Rahmanim

JosePH& Ora Davcudzadeh
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SHAARE TOVA BOARD REPORT

* The Elections

The elections for the fourth term of the board
will take place in November. There will be an
impartial committee of five; supervising and
controlling the elections. The members of this
committe will not be permitted to nominate
themselves and will inform the congregation of

the election regulations.

*New Synagogue in Milan

Shaare Tova Congregation has pledged almost
$100,000.00 for the building of the Synagogue
in Milan. For all those who have pledged
donations -please make your checks payable to
""Meshedi Hebrew Society" and either send or

deliver them to the Shaare Tova Office.

* U.J.A. Letter

A letter of appreciation was received from the
U.J.A. thanking the Shaare Tova Congregation
for allowing the U.J.A. to use the Grand
Ballroom for their Special Banquet.

* The 01d Age Home In Israel

The following members participated in the
registration and ground breaking ceremonies
of the Retirement Home in Israel; as
representatives of Shaare Tova -

Mr. Yousef Bani Levi, Mr. Abdorahim Etessami,
Mr. Cyrus Hakimian and Mr. Behrouz Hakimian.
A report on the issue can be found in this
issue. Further developments and updates will

be reported to the congregation.

* Following extensive efforts, a plot of land,
which was previously in the name of five deceased
members of the Meshadi Community, was finally
transferred and registered at the Meshadi Central

Committee in Tel Aviv.

* A Generous Lady Donates...

In accordance with the Will left by a chariatable
lady in London - the revenue from the sale of
her estate will be donated to the retirement

home in Israel.

% Shaare Tova Party Hall

As another step in the completion of the
Shaare Tova Banquet Hall - five hundred new
chairs and state of the art electrical coat
hangers fodthe coat room have been ordered and

delivered.

* 01d Age Home in New York

In order to provide help for those families
who are in need of a retirement home in New
York - a proposal has been made for the
construction of a private Kosher Sephardic
0Old-Age Home in Brooklyn. Those interested
should contact Dr. Shafian for more information

on this subject.
CIE )
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

Israel Trip

The 1986 youth group trip to Israel was
successfully carried out in July.

Fourty two of our young people, accompanied
by three counselers, enjoyed a memorable Erip
A trip to Israel is arranged annually by the
Youth Committeqand the "AZYF". Their aim is
to encourage Zionism and acquaint our youth with

Israel. The trip has clearly influenced the

participant's views. Video movies and photographs
of the trip will be shown at a later date.

The Youth Committee hopes to continue this
program, with the co-operation of our community,
We hope that participants from the Meshadq
Communities throughout the world will become

involved in future trips.

The Youth Committee sponsered a party "in
celebration of sumnmer". It took place in the
Shaare Tova Grand Ballroom in mid-August. Over
350 youth from the United States and Abroad
participated. Everyone had a great time!!
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A DIARY OF THE TRIP TO ISRAEL
BY ALLEN HAKIM

The Israel trip, sponsered by the Youth
Committee and AZYF, and known as the Shaare
Tova Tour; was an experience which its members
will remember for the rest of their lives.
It was an exciting, educational and enjoyable
experience. My own dream to learn about Israel
and to see the country throughly came true with
this trip. I am now much more knowledgeable
and informed about our homeland, Eretz Yisroel,
and the Jewish People. All of us will cherish
the memories of this trip for the rest of our
lives.

On Sunday, June 29th, our parents and
relatives gathered at JFK Airport to wish the
group fairwell and a safe, fun trip. We then
boarded a 747 Jumbo E1 Al plane for the ten hour
trap to-lel Aviv's Ben Gurion Airport. Our group
was mainly seated at the back of the plane -
which turned out to be a big mistake on the
part of El Al. We were so noisy that the captain
threatened to turn the plane around and head
back to New York, if we didn't quiet down. I
am almost sure that he wasn't serious. At any
rate we were so excited about the trip that no
one was able to quiet us down. After ten hours
of singing, screaming and jumping around in
the airplane, we landed in Israel at approximat-
ely 9:30 am, Israeli time, Monday June 30th.

We were all very emotional when the plane
landed and we started singing Israeli songs.
After descending the stairs of the plane, a few
of us kneeled and kissed the ground. We were
then taken by bus to the terminal and were
greeted by Moshe Berliner - the AZYF coordinator
and by Mr. Nassimi. After taking a few group

pictures and retrieving our luggage we boarded
a bus and headed toward the EYAL Hotel in the

heart of Jerusalem. It took us a while to
settle into our rooms and then we had our first
meal in Israel which consisted of chicken.

The first day we were given a bus tour of
Jerusalem. We went to the top of the Mount of
Olives, where we saw a spectacular view of the
city of Jerusalem. That night, after having our
second meal - which was of course chicken,
we visited the Kotel Hamaravi. It was a sight
that I will never forget. At night the Kotel

is 1lit up by giant, colorful spotlights.

The second day began with the very hard task
of getting out of ped. Personally I can say that
it is very hard, especially after sleeping for
only twelve hours. However, we all did finally
get up and had a delicious Israeli breakfast
of lots of fresh vegetables, amazing cheeses and
yogurts. :

We spent the morning touring Jerusalem and
David's City. Then we went to the water tunnel,
which supplied Jerusalem with its water during
the period of the Second Temple. The spring
water tunnel was a mile and a half long. It was
a lot of fun walking through the cold spring
water which at times reached above our waists.

After the freezing waters of the tunnel it
was time to warm up under the sun in the Arab
frket. The Arab Market (Shuk) reminded me of
the "Bazaar" in Iran which I vaguely remember.
There were small shops and bakeries, small food
stores (Baghaly) and people playing backgammon
in the streets of the market. We were then *

persuaded by an Arab salesman to by "Amameh".
After haggling over the price for a long time
we finally bought them. Outside the Arab Market
we put the "Amemehs" on and we started singing
and dancing, which amused a lot of tourists
who gathered nearby to watch us.

After singing and dancing for quite a
while, we went back to our hotel to have dinner,
which if you remember correckly was (you
guessed it) ch{ken!! Following our wonderful
dinner we went on a night tour of Jerusalem.

We walked atop the walls of the Old City; which
gave us a marvelous close up view of Jerusalem.
Finally the night ended by an interesting, but

a little boring light and sound show at David's
Tower.

(Continued in our next exciting iSSu€.......)
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EDITORIAL

With the passage of another eventful year
in the annals of world history, we are also
witnessing a new page in the illustrious
historvbook of our community. While the poli-
tical arena is engulfed in conflicts, war and
bloodshed have reached new heights. The
routine loss of innocent lives has pecome
a daily occurence. International tensions
have reached explosive limits, and until the

"superpowers' consumate a

time that the
lasting peace; the global scenario promises
f0 pet worse,
From the point of view of spiritual aware-
ness and understanding in our world, we
are also seeing a veoid. At the same time
that mankind has seen a decline in moral and
ethical values and an increased desire and
lust for materialism is of no intrinsic
value in the spiritual world. This group
(whose constituents are primarily vouth)
have reached the realization that spiritua-
lism is the only medicine for the soul.
They view the placement of their faith in
Hashem as the only path towards the seren-
ity of mind as well as the resolution of
social demands.

The world would turn into a paradise
only when people pegin to recognize the will
of their creator, and come to the realiza-
tion that man is but a temporary guest here
on earth. Then they would treat one another
more humanely, while striving towards the
refinement of their own moral behavior. We
are fortunate to be part of a community
whose religious beliefs, spiritual devotion,
moral principles and united stance are unsur-
passed. Nevertheless, as in any other res-
ponsible community, we feel apprehensive
when faced with a social problem - especially
when it concerns our youth. We cannot help
but be alarmed about the increased consum-

ption of alcohol, habitual cigarette smoking

and possible dependence on drugs, weeknight
get-togethers that extend till late hours

(and include even our 13 and 14 year old
youngsters), disproportional rate of engagements
and the non-attendence of many of our child -
ren in religious schoois which deprives them

of crucially needed religious education.

As alwayvs the role of the grownups and
parents is of vital importance, since they
must act as the effective force in eliminating
or at least reducing the provlems on hand.

Our own over-indulgence of alcohol and cigar-
ettes sets the wrong example for our youth;
and impresses upon them that this pehavior
constitutes signs of modernity. On the other
hand, our avoidance of liquor and cigarettes
even in our private circles, will set a
pattern of refrainment in the surroundings of
our vouth as well. Once more it is the

parents who can limit their youngster's
wEknight gatherings to one night a week, boupd
by more decent hours as well. By regulating
the frequency and hours of their nights out,
we can teach them proper discipline even in
their recreation. But of course this program
depends on the collective side by side effort
of all (or at least most) of the parents.

It cannot succeed when put in order by only

a few families.

In spite of all these problems, we are
nevertheless fortunate to be part of a
community whose members young and old are
co-operative, and prepared to impose self
restraints . We are faced with youth who believe

in ethical pehavior and proper respect for

their parents and elders. It is most
encourageable to see that these social prob

lems are pointed out to us by the youth them-
selves. Their constant reminders and warnings
to us demonstrates their awareness of certain
misdirected social trends. The only way to
correct these trends is by identifying the
problem, not brushing them off as insignifi-
cant, searching for possible solutions, and
finally coordinating a diligent group effort
by the whole community to implement it.

With the faith and unity for which our
community is exemplified, we have a firm
belief that with divine guidance and our
own co-operation, we can overcome our
problems and witness many more years kof pride
praise and glory for our people.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year with

blessings of health, prosperity and success.
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