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EDITORS NOTE

With this issue Megillah begins its fifth year of publication. The
newsletter will be expanded to include a greater number of articles
dealing with Judaism and the Mashadi - Persian community. The format

has been changed to include the names of authors of articles.

We thank all the individuals who submitted articles for this

issue.

Articles for the upcoming issues of Megillah are being requested at
this time. The Editorial Board extends its best wishes for a happy

healthy new year.

Megillah invites all writers worldwide to give us the benefit of their talents
and send us articles regularly. We hope to be successful in enhancing the quality of
our paper, which can only be done with everyone's cooperation.

DIRECTORY

This is to announce the completion of a new revised edition of the American’
Jewish-Mashadi Community Directory. It is available for sale at the Shaare Tova
synagogue office and it will be mailed to Europe and abroad.

Included with this directory is a pocket sized edition of the "Pirkei Avot"
selections, arranged and translated by Mr. Nassim Bassalian. Enclosed will also be
a street map of "Aidgaah" (Mashad's old Jewish quarter); prepared by the cultural
exhibition committee of the Shaare Tova Youth Committee.

TALMUD TORAH 1987-5747

We are pleased to report that Talmud Torah 1987/5747 was highly successful
and productive and thank G-d we have seen fine results. Children who could not
even read the Alef-Bet are now reading from our Siddurim. They are now familiar
with our Jewish holidays, our minhagim and our beautiful heritage.

Our attendance rolls include children from Yeshivot as well as publie schools;
because parents want their children to be in contact with other Mashadi children so
that our community will remain united.

On Lag B'Omer our students represented Shaare Tova in the huge parade in
Brooklyn; which was televised world-wide via satellites. One of our talmidim,
Moshe Enayatian, recited "Torah Tziva..." in front of thousands of people. He was
a credit to us all. Children as well as parents marched in the parade and everyone
enjoyed the rides and games afterwards. We hope and pray that 1988-5748 will be
even more successful, enjoyable and fruitful. We look forward to having our
precious children united together to be a source of Jewish pride and happiness to us
all.

Report by Sara Karmily
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

* Charity

'Shaare Tova has contributed sums exceeding $16,000.00 to a number of
charitable organizations.

* Old Age Home

A supervisor for tl:le control and supervision of the construetion of the Old
Age Home has been appointed, on the basis of his experience and required salary.

* Religious Services

Harav Ben Chaim will be present at the Synagogue five da

ys a week —Sunda
through :Ihursday, from 9:00am to 1:00pm. The Rav will be available to serve thz
community and to answer questions regarding religious matters.

* Mr. Kashani's New School

Mr. Kashani has been holding kindergarten and elementary school
the past few years, which have been serving our community. IvyRecen('gy(,m::istis {}?:
help of a generous grant, a piece of land has been purchased for the establishment
of a new school. Mr. Kashani has requested the cooperation of our community in
the ven.ture. The Talmud Torah Committee of the Shaare Tova Board has endorsed
the project and, in its last session, has decided to contribute to assist this cause.

* New Youth Minyan

A third minyan for youths aged 10-14, has been established i i
Lzt lished in the library on

* Community Directory

A new listing for the community has been prepared and printed by Mr. Haroun

Kohanim and is on sale for the entire community, along with
: ng a tran
edited copy of the Pirkei Avot. g ranslated and

* Elections

The elections for the Youth Committee and the Sisterhood will be taking
place soon. The procedures for this election will be announced shortly.

Report by Bahram Kamali

SISTERHOOD

Summary of Activities

The following is a report of the Sisterhood activity during the past term:

1985
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Two parties took place for children and elderly women on March 7, 1985.
There was a lecture by Mr. Bassalian on March 10, 1985.

Bat Mitzva classes and their respective parties were organized by Mrs.
Sara Karmeli.

A party for the elderly took place on June 5, 1985.

A visit to the United Nations was arranged.

A lecture was given by Mrs. Malekeh Namdar from Italy.

There was a group trip for the youth on Lag Baomer.

There was a flower and fruit arrangement for the synagogue on Simchat
Torah. 2

Debate sessions took place amongst the youth with the cooperation of
the Youth Committee on the marriage problem.

Flower and fruit arrangement classes were given.

Two Chanukah parties were held for the youth and for the elderly on
Dec. 10th and 11th.

Two elanot parties for the youth and the elderly were held in late
January 1986. {

Lecture on AIDS was given by Dr. Doostan.

A lecture was given by Dr. Zadik. '

Two Purim parties for the youth and the elderly were held in late March.

The flower and fruit arrangements for Simchat Torah were a huge
success.

English classes for women were given.

Aerobies for women was held.

The second round of Bat Mitzva classes was arranged by Mrs. Sara
Karmeli.

A thorough cleaning of the Synagogue was done by a few concerned
women for Passover and on other occasions.

A party for the elderly was held on Sep. 16th.

There was a party for the women in January.

The women helped with the erection of the exhibition.

A lecture was given by Dr. Litvak on breast cancer and other tumors.
Two Chanukah parties were held, one for youth and one for elderly in
late Dec. 1986.

There was a repeat of the fruit and food arrangement classes in January
1987.

Two Elanot parties were held for the children and women in Feb. 1987.
Recital of the Meggilat Esther and Purim Party on March 15, 1987.
Second Bat Mitzva celebration May 28, 1987.

Report by Shahla Rahmani
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

The Subcommittees

i The Youth Committee will be wrapping up its seecond round of operations
w1.th1n. a few months. The elections for the third period will be announced before
this time. The Youth Committee wishes to report on its entire line of activity
before the upcoming elections and will do so in one of the future issues of Megillah.

The vas.t majority of our activity is eonducted through subeommittees, the
numbey of which has increased considerably during the second term. The following
committees currently exist and are hard to work:

The Subcommittees for the Israeli Trip and Zionism
Youth Minyan

Library

Gym and Sports Activities
Tournaments and Games

Higher Education and Culture
Movies and Films

Lectures and Public Appearances
Youth Parties

10. Youth Shabbatonim (Melave Malka)
11. Group Trips

12. Megillah

13. Exhibitions of Our Heritage

14. Youth Gatherings

15. Security

16. Debates

O 00 -3 Ul b oD
il el o . s

The sub-committee for Higher Education and Culture will now co-ordinate all
the activities related to movies, lectures, exhibitions and debates. In addition to
these subcommittees there have been some groups established on a temporary
basis, which have organized such activities as photography, blood donations and
looking into the problem of marriages in our society.

Futhermore, we are in the process of establishing groups to supervise
activities in drama, musie and a choir.

; Thef'e is no age limit for being active in the Youth Committee. This policy
will remain the same in the third term and we invite everyone interested to join us.

. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who helped us and

worked with us throughout this term. We appreciate the time and effort they gave
us.

Report by Bahman Kamali

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT
(Continued)

The Subcommittee for Culture and Higher Education

Recently the Youth Committee established a new subcommittee for the
promotion of higher education. This committee has prepared a variety of programs
to encourage the youth to continue their education and to broaden the cultural
scope of the community.

The programs have the endorsement and encouragement of the Board of
Shaare Tova. They include the following:

1. Raising funds to be used as grants for students wishing to go to
universities and colleges and for technical guidance and information to
be made available to high school graduates.

2. Encouragement of talented students or graduates via introductions into
our societv and thus promoting their eagerness for continued educations.

3. Promotion of religious, scientific, philosophie, literary, artistic and
medical awareneness in our society to be accomplished through lectures
and debates about related fields. 5

4. Encouragement of our youth to take up the arts (musie, painting, etc.),
through the establishment of related classes and purchases of necessary
trade tools. :

5. The centralization of all information concerning our heritage by com-
piling a book all about our history, with English and Hebrew translations
complete with documents and pictures. Moreover, we will be preparing
for the commemorating event which will take place on 12 Nissan 5749
(1989), remembering the events which took place 150 years ago.

The members of the Committee are the following:

Mr. David Bessalali, Mr. Behrouz Dilmanian, Dr. Farokh Dilmanian, Dr.
Jonas Chafian, Mr. Llyod Ebrani, Mr. Houshang Kamali, Mr. Lawrence
Levian, Mr. Bahram Namdar, Mr. Parviz Namdar, Mr. Khosrow Namdar, Mr.
Houshang Nabavian and Mr. Houshang Nematzadeh.

In one of its recent sessions the Board of Directors of Shaare Tova has
decided to establish a new bank account for this committee in the name of the
Congregation of Shaare Tova, Meshadi Cultural and Educational Fund. They have
also contributed a sum of $5000.00 to help its initial activities.

The Board and the Youth Committee have a lot of hope in the success of this

committee and view it as one of high potential. We invite the community to get
involved in its operations and the promotion of its causes.

Report from Farokh Dilmanian
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT
(Continued)

Israel 1987
The Mashadi Connection

As most of our community is aware by now, our trip to Israel this year was an
incredible success. We returned to the States, filled with vivid memories of a
remarkable trip that will always be treasured in our minds. Of course the Land of
Israel captivated our senses even beyond our wildest expectations, but the warmth

and hospitality of our Israeli Mashadi counterparts made it a truly extraordinary
experience.

We were greeted at the airport by friends, relatives and several members of
the Central Board of Mashadis of Israel. They had prepared for each and every one
of us, a package filled with delicious fruits and delicacies of Israel. It was a
marvelous gesture, and a truly sweet welecome to our ancestral land.

As soon as we got settled at the Sephardic Center in Jerusalem, we met
another group of men who introduced themselves as members of the Mashadi Board
of Jerusalem. They had spent several hours tracking us down at this eenter, only to
say "you're welcome." On the following Saturday afternoon, we accepted their
gracious offer to give us a walking tour of the synagogues and parcels of land
belonging to the Mashadis. Words cannot begin to describe our feelings of
jubilation that day. We were exhilirated in seeing the lively decors of some small
but beautiful Mashadi synagogues. We were spiritually uplifted with the soul-
searching sermon of a learned Mullah which by the way activated back and forth
discussions with the congregants. How refreshing were the glasses of ice cold fruit
drinks and soda circulating in the synagogue that hot summer day. Finally, we
were all so deeply moved, as we later witnessed a group of very young children
chanting praises of Ha-Shem from the Tehillim, harmoniously and with total unison.
It was really an unforgettable experience.

During that same week, we had been invited to a Mashadi wedding in
Herzelia. The amicable groom had invited our whole group to his stunning outdoor
affair, held at one of the lovely hotels of that seaside resort. Onece again the
pleasing members of the Central Board, had agreed to take time before the dinner
affair, to show us the much talked about parcel of land the Mashadis of the world
have collectively purchased for the noble cause of building an old age home. All of
us shared an eager desire to see this land and its surrounding environment. On
route, we were bedazzled driving down a picturesque boulevard. Amazingly, a
continuoud column of trees on both sides of the road had formed a natural tree
tunnel. Once we arrived at the land, we were further intrigued. This magnificent
parcel of land, sat next to a spacious flowery park and was surrounded by luxurious
townhouses, all in a most peaceful and special neighborhood. Quite frankly, the
aroma of the flowers, the scent of the fresh sea air, and the seductive view of the
surrounding greenery overwhelmed our senses. It felt like I was standing in a
garden in paradise, not the future site of an old age home. Hooray, Mashadis of the
world, we've done well!!

The following week we embarked on an exciting, fun-packed tour of the
northern countryside. Upon returning to Tel Aviv, sure enough we were once again
greeted in our hostel by a dear friend who brought us several cases of fruit, on
behalf of the Central Board. He was most considerate, took our valuables for
storage, and tried very hard to satisfv our every fancy.

Later that day, several women from the sisterhood in Tel Aviv, took us for a
visit of the current old age home for our elderly women. Needless to say, we left
in a state of depression. While so many of us are living amidst luxury, these old
women were withering away in such poor surroundings. Surely our elders deserve
better accommodations!!

On the second Sabbath in Israel, we attended a Mashadi synagogue in Tel
Aviv. We were surrounded with dozens of smiling faces, and greeted with
numerous warm handshakes. Each and every male in our group was called up to the
Torah. Even the Sabbath sermon was based on our presence. Truly we received a
lesson in Mashadi hospitality.

Our momentous trip came to a festive end, with a fantastic party thrown in
our honor. Over a hundred fifty high-spirited Mashadi Israeli youth were invited to
meet us at this merry event. Several members of the central Board along with an
honorary guest spoke words of greeting and expressed wishes for broader future
cooperation. I was also asked to say a few words on behalf of my group. I tried, as-
best I could with such short notice, to deseribe our magnificent two weeks in Israel,
thanks to the overwhelming hospitality and kindness of qur Israeli counterparts.
After words of pleasantries had been exchanged, the Disco Party began. A state of
joviality and excitement ensued, as we danced and interacted with the Israeli
youth. This jubilant party was truly the icing on the cake, of what had so far been
an unbelievably wonderful trip.

Our community in Israel was so giving, so caring, and so loving, that one of
our vouth commented, "I had never been put on a pedestal like this before!" How
can we thank them for their efforts, but to sav "We love you, and we'll be back!!"

Report from Larry Levian

Community Report

At the successful Hadassah party, that was held at the Shaare Tova Ballroom,
two wonderful plays acted out by our Youth Committee Theater group were
featured. Our Community was very generous on this occasion, the proceeds from
the event included $7000 in life membership and associate membership — which
was placed in the Israel Bond Foundation. Another $6000.00 were raised and sent
as a contribution to the Cancer Research Fund in Hadassah Hospital in Israel. A
beautiful plaque is being installed at the hospital, in honor of the Mashadi
Community Women of New York.
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CORPORATION

by
Anthony Rahmanan, Attorney-at-Law

It has come to my attention that many members of our community are not
fully familiar with all their rights and duties under the laws of the United States. I
will try to give a small introduction into some areas of the law that may help you
in decision-making in your personal and professional lives. In this article I will
discuss Corporations and how they may be beneficial to the average businessman.

Under the law there are basically three different business entities:

(1) the Corporation
(2) the Partnership, and
(3) the sole proprietorship

One of the most prevalent business forms is the corporation. There are both
advantages and disadvantages to doing- business as a corporation. The major

disadvantage is doqble taxation. This burden can be alleviated by the formation of
an "S" corporation.™

However, I believe that the advantages outweigh the disadvantages. The
benefits of doing business as a corporation include easy transferability of ownership
and limited liability. The limited liability aspect provides excellent protection for
the small entrepreneur. It limits his liability against creditors to the extent of his
investment in the corporation. In this day of million dollar homes, the small
entrepreneur should not subject his personal assets to unserupulous creditors.

A scenario that is very possible is that the businessman makes a large sale
(i.e., $500,000) to one of his customers who has trouble fully paying for the
merchandise. Though he is not at fault, the seller lzs unable to promptly pay his
supplier. The supplier starts to pressure the Seller” and enters into a lawsuit.
Since the Seller is liable on the debt he will be forced to repay the supplier.
Legally, the supplier can force the unincorporated individual to sell his home to
repay his debt. If the businessman had incorporated, the impatient supplier would
be forced to wait his turn to get paid like all other creditors.

This is just one of many scenarios that can be eliminated by the inexpensive
formation of a corporation.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS INFORMATION IS ONLY FOR GENERAL REFERENCE. AN
ATTORNEY SHOULD BE CONTACTED TO DISCUSS ALL RAMIFICATIONS OF
ANY ACTION?

1A more comprehensive discussion with your attorney or accountant is
necessary to fully explain the ramifications of an S corporation.

2Not all Suppliers are understanding.
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GIRL'S SURVIVAL GUIDE

"4 Steps To A Happy Marriage"

(Point of view of one Mashadi girl, sent to us anonymously.)

1 Believe in destiny, don't despair!

2. Don't say no to a suit too hastily. Think twice and give him a chance. This
way you improve your own chances too!

3. Don't expect fate to work everything out by itself. You must be prepared to
meet it part way, to shape a brighter future for yourself. '

4, Beauty is in the eve of the beholder. It's the young man's character that w@ll
accompany you throughout your life. His appearance on the other hand will
undoubtedly change.

5. Bring up your self confidence by improving your image and your personality.

6. You don't need to compete with anyone. The beauty of the world we live in is
that we were all created unique and different.

e Don't look for gossip. It can surely ruin someone's chance at marriage and
maybe even their life. Besides it is a SIN. ?

8. Take advantage of your parents' experience. Have you ever met a parent

that didn't want the best of everything for his children? Base your final
decision on their advice and your own feelings.

9. If a young man asks you out and you turn him down, be gracious and don't
advertise it. He came forward with good intentions. It's not fair to give him
grief and humiliation in return.

10. Money and a handsome appearance are not guarantors of a happy marriag?.
Seek instead a man who can make you happy. This you'll find where there is
mutual understanding, family harmony, caring attitudes and chemistry.

11, Going out just once with a man is no promise of commitment from either
side. Get comfortable and make the best out of spending this time with him.

12. Don't look down at anyone, and certainly don't consider yourself above others.
Remember life is full of ups and downs.

13. The single most difficult obstacle to marriage can be overcome by accepting
one point; NOBODY IS PERFECT. Compromises are necessary, so set your
priorities and be ready to sacrifice some of your wants.

14. Take a heart each of the rules above, and out of this recipe will hopefully
emerge a happy marriage. GOOD LUCK!!!

*** Just because this was written for girls, doesn't mean that the guys need any
less advice. If one amongst them cared enough, they'd respond with one for the
guys!! ***
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***************MAZALTOV***************

BIRTHS

Darab & Lijia Levian . iiivrmsdtimnrrmvmriivesem a girl
Yousef and Jvidithoren::" o] Jice. Soia badladls adus ie a girl
Houshang and Sima Nematzadeh .................... a girl
Allan and Raya Karmeli ...............J 3580 0ol a girl
SENOE AR R LI o bisnain i s b R 4 s twins
PO B EEE .. e ieeiee Y .............. a girl
L G TR TR BT R A N N P P a girl
Yousef and Azita Zatovaboliicl . ol soiliada sada. a boy
Robert and Jacqueline Hakimian ................... a boy
Kobie ‘and Sevet ' GoloriNejat .. 1. 1l uidy oiviisn a boy
Mordechai and Yocheved Moradi ............cc..... a boy
ENGAGEMENTS

Behrouz Behnam and Neda Nabavian

Abraham Hakimian and Mojgan Nabavian

Mehrdad Zar and Fariba Shaer

Babak Etessami and Ester—Hadavian (AT HP/N [DITAD]
Dani Amini and Shirin Hakimi

Farzad Hakimi and Lida Nabavian

Shmuel Levian and Monica Hajiby
MARRIAGES

Joseph and Rinat Mardkhaie
Albert and Lisa Bassal
Robert and Rachel Hakimian

Ramin and Ana Moheban

BAR MITZVAH

Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hakim

Nader, son of Mr. and Mrs. Younes Dilmanian
Shahrokh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ebrahim Haghighat
Joshua, son of Mr. and Mrs. Iraj Kohanim

Yousef, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rouben Ishadi
Keyvan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Darab Hakimian
Rama, son of Mr. and Mrs.- Nori..ii 3assalleli
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Faroukh Hakimian

Ronnie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Yousef Siounie
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EXHIBITION OF MASHADI JEWISH HERITAGE

An exhibition sponsored by the Israel Museum entitled "Back to
Grandfather's House" depicts the history of the Mashadi Jewish

community.

The exhibition is now being shown in Arad in the local museum and
is being received so enthusiastically by the public that the museum staff
there have asked us for an extension of the time the exhibition will be
on display. Among those who have visited the exhibition is a group of

60 Israelis from the Mashadi community who traveled together by bus.

During the week of April 1, Ms. Tamar Schatz of the Israel Museum
participated in a panel discussion on Israel radio on the subject of our
jewish ethnic backgrounds. Along with other panel members she talked

specifically about the Jews of Mashad.

A letter was received from the Associate Curator of the Israel
Museum. Ms. Suzy Gabison, thanking the Exhibition Committee for

lending part of its collection to the Museum.

REQUESTS OF TALMOD TORA STUDENTS FROM HASHEM

Dear Hashem:

Thank you for everything that you have given me. My family,
health and wealth and all that we have. You have taken Shirley, one
of my good friends but please don't take any more from me. Hashem,
please bring Mashiach back so | can see my grandfather. Hashem
please let my mother become pregnant anu nave a healthy baby. Please
let me grow tz2lici as | grow and not be short all my life. | am almost
12 and the doctors said | will be as tall as my mother when I'm 17,

please let it be true.

Dear Kind, Generous Hashem:

As you probably know by now | love you more than anything in
the world. | would like to ask you for a couple of things.

Please bring Mashiach.

Please make all the people who are sick to feel better.

Please make everybody friends so there would be no war.

Please get me a little baby brother or sister.

Please get me a pair of roller skates.

Now | would like to say sorry for all the sins | did. Please

forgive me. .
Selected by Larry Levian
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Michael B. Marouni, D.D.S.
Specialized In Orthodontics
(516)466-5256

233 East Shore Road
Suite 107
Great Neck, N.Y. 11021
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; KEW GARDENS HOUSE FOR SALE
Bargain, magnificant center hall, stone colonial resident

octagonally shaped, breakfast room, dining room,

: Kitcheg

living ‘room with
fire place, stone library, 4 1/2 baths, 6 bedrooms,

with fireplace. Call: Day: (718) 296-2500
_ Eve: (718) 805-9252

huge playroom
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DAVID CARMILI M.D.
PAEDIATRIC AND ADOLESCENT MEDICINE

FAMILY PRACTICE
GRADUATE OF LONDON & NEW YORK MEDICAL SCHOOLS
ANOUNCES THE OPENNING OF HIS OFFICE

TEL: 718-386-6663
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

o) A“,. Ujﬁl\-{d}:‘“JJ‘:.—!ﬂ)

714 SENECA AV.
RIDGEWOOD, N.Y. 11385%
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MATTYL & MENASHIZ NAMDAR DIAMONDS

MACCABI BUILDING 18th floor room No. 48

RAMAT GAN, ISRAEL Tel:03-266693 EXT.3542

WE SPECIALIZE 1IN THE PURCHASE OF DIAMONDS

FOR FOREIGN BUYERS AND LOOK FORWARD TO

WELCOME YOU AMONG OUR CLIENTS - SEE YOU IN ISRAEL

718-847-1640
'G

WALTER B. FELDMAN
ORTHODONTIST D.D.S.

N0 oSk, 5 jaase ool
115-25 METROPOLITAN AVE,

DISCOUNT PRINTING
All social and commercial printin

Call now (516) 579-2670 Varaa Bil8is 4
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KEWGARDENS, N.Y. 11415 IF YOU GO
TEL:(718) 846 -4400 CRAZY

: OVER OUR

Homemade
Muffins
or our

X[;X W Soups, Salads,

5 TZVI RESTAURANT Quiches; Fish,

- etc.
ISRAELI-AMERICAN FOODS g \Q\J ) A ‘Qﬂa

— GLATT KOSHER —

CATERING PARTIES e TAKE OUT FOODS

Come in and see the diference
in Taste and in.... Price

64-19 108th STREET e« FOREST HILLS, N.Y. 11374 (21'2_) 71 9'4520
- (718) 997-6363 30 W. 48th St. A\
NAY.C.
W5 VR Open Weekdays
Under Rabbinical Supervision of Vaad Harabonim of Queens 7:30 - 6:00 PM
Friday 7:30-3:00 %

reat American
Health Bar

30 West 48th Street New York, N.Y.
WE CANNOT
ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY
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CALL FOR FREE DELIVERY
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