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Editorial

Megilla
Our community can be compared to a beautiful and fruitful tree, overflowing with
; strong branches. This tree, whose roots were seeded by the brave men and women of our
Publisher: past, whose trunk and branches have grown and strengthened by a strong society, and
Youth Committe of Shaare Tova whose fruits are our children, has been fed and watered be the unity and closeness of our
‘ society. A unity unprecedented, and one that we are very proud of.
Editors: This time coincides with the formation of the Central Board of the Mashadi Jews of

: . ; . : ; America, a parent organization with jurisdiction over all matters related to our

Yousef Davoodzadeh, Michael Dilmani, Behrouz Dilmanian, community. We are blessed to be able to see the blossoming of this beautiful tree.
Farrokh Dilmanian, Louis Ebrani, Bahman Kamali
The decision to form a Central Board was a necessary and timely one: it had been a

: longtime coming.

Type Production:
Taraneh Namdar With the dispersion and emigration of our society to different locations, a need for
: synagogues and other support institutions had arisen. But along with that need, fears of

the factionalization of our society had also arisen. The fear that the strength in unity

Finance: that has been built through many years of hardwork can be shattered in a matter of few

e lonely years. Fortunately, by making the choice of bringing our scattered community
Dani Namdar 1 under one protective umbrella, the fears are beginning to dispel.

In such an important situation, when such a fine and noble decision has been made,

Photography: wouldn't it be beneficial for the processes involved to be completed as quickly and

Jonathun Aminoff efficiently as possible by those chosen to draft the constitution? After all, the

| constitution is the foundation upon which the Central Board is formed on. Without it, the
\ responsibilities of the affiliated synagogues and organizations are not clear. The
g responsibility burdened by the constitution committee is an important, yet urgent, one.
l Not a minute can be spared.
|

Overseas Distribution:

Because of the importance and diverse ramifications of the results of the constitu-
tion committee, maybe there should exist a venue through which other members of our
society could have some sort of input in the discussions. Shaare Tova Sisterhood and
Youth Committee are willing to represent their constituents in this occasion which will
effect all segments of our society.

{ An important point to realize is that the responsibilities of the Central Board and
the formers of its constitution lies in twofolds. First is the centralization of matters
related to the society in general, so that our diverse society can be united and informed.
| The second responsibility is the decentralization of local matters, so that each sector can
be involved in the decisionmaking that affects them.

[ Though these two points may seem like contradictions, they are actually necessary
supplements to each other. :

We wish that the branches of this tree continue to grow closer to each other and its
fruits to stay fresh and healthy. We wish upon god to bless those who give their precious
time for the betterment of our society, who sits hours past midnight in small closed

s rooms, deciding our future and tending to our problems; we wish them their just rewards.
- And we wish our children can look back in the future and be proud of the unity of their
heritage, whose close bonds were not allowed to be broken.

Our community is enthusiastically awaiting the results of the constitution
committee.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' REPORT

In the recent meeting of the Board of Directors of Shaare Tova, the following
subjects were discussed:

) 14 W eddings & Other Parties

The Board wishes that we will always have joys and simkhas in our community, but
recently we have been receiving a lot of complaints about unnecessary parties, gifts, long
hours, and the late finishing of the parties. This subject was also discussed in the last
meeting and recommendations will be made very shortly to the community. Cooperation
in resolving this matter will be greatly appreciated.

2.  Hiring an Extra Help for Weekends & Holidays

In order to maintain the synagogue, it is important to keep the lobby, stairways, and
restrooms clean. The board has decided to hire an extra help for weekends and holidays.

3.  Construction of the Old Age Home in Israel

In the recent meeting of the Board of Shaare Tova, the construction of the old age
home in Israel was discussed with representatives from Italy, London, and Israel. Also

present were the old age home subcommittee and the architect from Israel. These
informations were reported to the board:

- The final plans of the building has been approved by the city and the eonstruction
will hopefully start in 1ate summer of 1988. i

- The building will consist of 60,000 square feet and will include 144 beds (5 rooms
with 4 beds/room; 12 rooms with 1 bed/room; and 56 rooms with 2 beds/room).
Each room will include beds, shower, toilet, necessary furnitures, closets, small
refrigerator, and kitchenette. The building will also have a waiting room, nurses

station, doctor's offices, pharmacy, bath tub on each floor, l1aundry room, and
activity room for the elderly.

- A permanent museum of Mashadi heritage in the new building is being
considered.

- The building is adjacent to a beautiful city park, and it may be very accessible to
the elderly.

- In the building, a synagogue with a capacity of nearly 200 will be built and a
large dining room has also been planned.

4. Improvement in the Existing Old Age Home

In parallel with the new project, the improvement of the existing home is the
upmost concern. Recently complete beddings (some new beds) and towels have been
purchased. In order to improve the existing conditions, complete paint jobs and plumbing

of the building has also been performed. In addition, 2 new helps have been hired to help
the elderly.

Reported by the
Secretary of the Board

Bahram Kamali
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BIRTHS

Michael & Ana Banilevi

Nasser & Diana Haghighat

Parviz & Malka Namdar

Gideon & Stella Karmeli

Shokrollah & Rebeca Karmeli

Robert & Juliet Livi

Daniel & Mandana Zar

Farokh & Marie Nassimi

Jamshid & Roya Zar

Danny & Hellen Shaffian

Mehran & Monica Hakimi Saraf
Massoud & Gita Rajabzade Hakimi
Massoud & Shahla Hakimian

Eshagh & Jila Kashimallak

Reymond & Tami Rokni

Farhad & Ita Hezghia

Dr. Roland & Shiva Nassimi

Kambiz & Mahshid Rajabzadeh Hakimi
Parviz & Manije Hakimian

Yousep & Nili Hematian

Kamil & Jaklin Hakimian (Mortezazadeh)
Y aghoub & Sharon Karmeli

Mansour & Mojdeh Karimzadeh

Ebby & Dorit Gohari

Efraim & Iris Kordovani

Edison & Bettv Akhavan

Said & Hengameh Rajabzadeh Hakimi
Fatollah & Anita Hematian

Yousef & Diana Banilevy

BAR MITZVAH

a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
twin girls
a girl
a girl
a girl
a girl
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
a boy
twin boys
a girl
a girl

Allen, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ezatollah Hakimian

Mark, son of
Daniel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Yosi Korn

Afshin, son of Mr. & Mrs. David Bassali

Mr. & Mrs. Bijan Chaffian

Rodni, son of = Mr. & Mrs. Faroukh Hakim

Payam, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nasser Zar

Hagir, son of  Mr. & Mrs. Farhad Dilmanian
Simkha, son of Mr. & Mrs. Avraham Siouni

Pedram, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ebrahim Shaer

MARRIAGES

Bijan & Mitra Namdar

Aharoon & Nurit Kohen

Farzad & Lida Hakimi

Bahram & Shoulamit Khordian
Beny & Dalia Namdar

Uri & Nazi Benyehuda

Shemouel & Monica Levian
Babak & Catrin Etessami
Shahrokh & Rina Rahim Y aghoubi

Mazel
Tov

ENGAGEMENTS

Bahman Chaffian & Ray Napavian
Farshid Leviem & Suzy Levian :

Farhad Bassali & Hedika Yggt_lutlel
Lloyd Ebrani & Stella Nassimi

Simon Banilevi & Ruth Nassrolahi
Albert Khorsandi & Mojgan Abdolazadeh
Doror Nlian & Afrooz Bichopan

Robert Zar & Nazly Rahmani .
Shahroukh Leviem & Mojgan Enayatian
SHomo Soliman & Hilda Aziz :

Sam Aharounoff & Anita Kamali

Seott Benstien & Ruth Harounoff

Mark Moradoff & Soraya Hematian
George Dilamani & Marina Arfah Cchen

p

Collected By:

Haroon Kohanim
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YOUTH COMMITTEE UPDATE

Reported by Lloyd Ebrani
Sidur Classes

A course in the study of Sidur and its rules has been sponsored and supervised by Mr.

Moti_Kopanim. Since late January, 10 sessions have been held with only a few students
showing interest.

Tefflin Program

Due to popular dgmand, a Tefflin Education Day was held. On this day, the how,
- why, ‘and when of Tefflin was explained. Also Tefflins were checked free of charge and 13
Tefflins were sold at a partially reduced price of $75.

Israeli Day Parade

Sunday, April 17, was marked as thegsrael Independence Day. A parade was held on

51st Street. Two bus loads of Shaare Tova youth carrying Israel's flag along with with th
blue and white banner of Shaare Tova. e A5 AL N it fhe

Trouble Shooters

A new.subcommittee has been set to review, identify, and solve problems faced by
our cc.)n?mumty. The committee, chaired by Nassim Bassalian, reviews such broad topies
as religion, family relations, and finance; especially those related to the you.

Purim Masquerade Ball

From princesses to frogs, we had them all at our annual Purim party, held at the
Shaare Tova Grand Ballroom. Over 350 guests were served with dinner, soda, and drinks.
Prizes were given to the best costumes and lotteries were drawn. The video of this party
will be made available at the library soon. The party gave us a chance to break our shells
and to be creative. Hopefully the tradition will continue.

The three Amigos and
their date at the

Purim Masquerade Ball
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Lag Ba-Omer Picnic

There was fun in the sun as 170 participant enjoyed a barbeque lunch and great
company, in honor of Lag Ba-Omer.

Yom Hashua Memorial Program

Remembering the pain of Holocaust was the theme of a one-day program held on
Yom Hashua. Jake Isnor, a survivor of Nazi concentration camps and the W arsaw
uprisings, talked about his life story. Documentary movies were shown on the topic. And
finally, a candle-lighting ceremony was held for the massacred 6,000,000 Jews.

C.P.R. (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) Courses Offered

The program, by the Red Cross, has graduated 50 students. After finishing the
course, the pupil is licensed in life-saving techniques for choking and heart-condition
vietims. The fee for the class is $55 per person.

Calendar of Events

A calendar of events has been established; a copy of which will be posted at the
Shaare Tova offices. In it, all public events (i.e., weddings, bar mitzvahs, engagements,
trips, rallies, and ete.), whether held at the Shaare Tova Ballroom or outside, will be
posted in chronological order, for reference. Please inform us of your events, for it to be
put on our calendar, as soon as possible. Call: Lloyd Ebrani (secretary), Home (718) 793-
1105, Work (212) 869-2211.

Ski Trip

It just won't be a winter without a ski-trip and what a ski-trip it was. Four buses
took nearly 175 of our youth to Bellaire Ski Resort on March 6.

edFI SRR EDFH B

NOTICE

et i

A list of all Manhattan Synagogues with the time they begin Tefila-Minha has been
received by the Youth Committee. Those interested in further information should get
in contact with a member of the Committee.

W e hereby ask those families who bring in pastries and candies for Shira to contact the
|{%— synagogue offices to verify their kosherness.
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2000 YEAR OLD MYSTERY
by Larry Levian

(adapted from a Time Magazine article)

What you're about to read is not an ancient tale conjured up by an imaginative.

author but rather a true story. It is about a remarkable discovery, bringing to life our
glorious past, by featuring some of the most famous and distinguished Biblical characters
as its cast. What occurred back in 1947 tantalized the academic world, stupefied the
Bible eritics, and delighted observant Jews around the globe. Yes, it was against the
backdrop of the picturesque mountain terrains of the Holy Land, that a group of Bedouin
shepherds accidentally stumbled across what is considered as the greatest manuseript
discovery of all time, the Dead Sea Serolls.

In a rocky cave, only 15 miles away from Jerusalem, these Bedouins unearthed 7
rolls of inseribed sheepskin, dating back some 2000 years. Amongst these precious
Hebrew and Arabic manuseripts was the oldest known copy in existence of the Torah.

Note: It is only fitting to insert a note here to the countless sceptics of the world, who
in an attempt to discredit the Jews as the "Chosen People," fabricate false
notions that we have attend portions of scripture during the past millenium, to
suit our own needs and serve our own purposes. Alas, the modern day discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, puts to rest those doubts. It is a testimonial, that we Jews
have never, nor will ever, add or subtract, even a single letter, to or from, the
Holy Writ. Our Holy Torah is sacred, of Divine origin, and therefore tamperproof.
These 2000 year old scrolls are living proof!

Despite the fact that these scrolls had suffered tremendous deterioration over the
years, large portions of the text in 6 of the 7 serolls were still legible. They have since
been put on public display in Jerusalem's "Shrine of the Back." However, the 7th seroll
had deteriorated so badly, that Biblical scholars had given up all hopes of ever uncovering
its secrets! Its mystery undoubtedly haunted them for 40 years, while the hopeless
situation grew worse, due to an accelerated rate of deterioration. Nothing short of a
miracle could change ecould save the 7th seroll. And then it happened!!

Earlier this year, a group of American biblical scholars were granted a very rare
opportunity to examine and photograph those decomposed parchments. Needless to say,
they journeyed to Jerusalem equipped with the most advanced state of the art photo-
graphic equipment. Using sophisticated imege enhancement techniques (developed by
NASA), and infra-red fiim (made by the Japanese), they shot over 4000 photo images of
that mystery seroll. Back in the laboratory, as the first set of negatives were being
developed, a dream came true! The blurred dots, patches, and fields of the ancient seroll
were suddenly transformed into words, phrases, and passages. It was an unbelievable turn
of events. Space-aged technology had come to the rescue in an unprecedented fashion!

As these scholars appeared to be saving that dead (sea) scroll, the world awaited
eagerly to find out its hidden text! Even though only a fraction of the 4000 photo images
have so far been analyzed, nevertheless many stunning and descriptive narratives have
already been uncovered. It is now apparent ‘that the 7th seroll contains new and revealing

narratives about Sefer Bereshit, describing events in the life of Biblical figures such as
Avraham, Sarah, and Noah. One passage appears to be a direct message from Noah to his
children, who were facing a whole new world. In it, he praises "the Great Holy One" for
saving them from destruction. Noah even talks about the first festival in the 5th year
after the flood.

In another startling passage, a "R rated" account of the mindboggling beauty and
form of Sarah is recorded. W ho knows what other remarkable revelations are forthcoming

in the days to come?

Despite this major breakthrough, there still remained another crucial dilemma for
these Biblical scholars. How could they preserve these and other ancient documepts found
in modern times? Such sheepskin parchments would undoubtedly disintegrate rapidly when
exposed to open air, sun light, and humidity. By what means could they hold back so
mighty an opponent as nature? However, we must not forget that the deck was stacked in
Heaven, and the time had arrived for all the pieces of this puzzle to fall into place! It
was therefore by means of another space-aged phenomenonz the computer, that these
scientists managed to tackled their final obstacle. By feeding the tr.noysapds pf photo
images into the computer banks, using a remarkable process called dlgltahzat.lon, they
succeeded in their battle to preserve the scrolls for a lifetime of careful serutiny. The
text of the Dead Sea Scrolls are now safely stored away, where it can be retrieved at
anytime, and recopied indefinitely! It was as though, Heaven had decided to grgnt us
another fascinating glimpse of our glorious past, by allowing modern man to revive an
ancient Dead (Sea) Scroll!

HISTORY OF MASHADIS CHRONICLED IN A NEW BOOK

Israel, is written in Hebrew.

assistant works in a Jerusalem museum and is a Nazi/World W ar II survivor.

publications and books, which are available in the Shaare Tova Library.

We will inform our readers when his book will be made available in the Library.

g

Mr. Azrielah Azizoaoff (Levi), child of Shadravan Amin, has written a book on the
history of our community based on years of research. The book, which was printed in

The author is a teacher of history and works in the Jerusalem Library. His wife and

Mr. Levy has travelled to England on numerous occasion to research our past and has
written many books on the subject. His detailed research has been printed in Israeli

We congratulate him on his new book and wish him continued success in his efforts.
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1988 Graduates.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

1- Behzad Asher

2- Mahtab Bassali
3- Naghmeh Banilevi
4- Elham Hezghia

5- Omid Hakimi

6- Khandan Hakimi
7- Shirin Hakimi

8- Afshin Hakimian
9- Omid Hakimian
10-Afshin Dilmanian
11-Rozita Rahmanan
12-Nazly Rahmani
13-Babak Zar
14-Nili zaruwabeli

15-Bela Solemani

16-Rita Sherafatkha
17-Afshin Shafizadeh
18-Sharona Aziz
19-Simon Ghasabian
20-Tedi Kashimallak
21-Caroline Kordevany
22-Shoshana Karmily
23-Aharon Loloi
24-Ronniel Levy
25-Afshin Levian
26-Raymond Mardkhai
27-Farshad Namdar
28-Shayan Nabavian
29-Tony Nemati
30-Ilana Yaghoubi

COLLEGE GRADUATES : BACHEIQRS DEGREE

—
1

Sima Hakimi

N
1

Nancy Hakimian

w
|

Barbara Rahmanan

&~
I

David Chafiian
Shahab Chafiian
Sepideh Aziz

a U
[ [

COLLEGE GRADUATES: MASTERS DEGREE

1- Hertzel Hakimi
2- Lisa Chaffian
3- Hope Chaffian

7- Sharona Cohen
8- Babak Kamali
9- Edo Livi
10-Herbert Livi
11-Beny Namdar

12— Avisar Levy

COLLEGE GRADUATES: DOCTORATE DEGREE

1- Hormoz Yekutiel
2— Nuriel Roubeni

YOU CAN GO TO COLLEGE TOO!!

by Larry Levian

Barely a decade ago, the Mashadi youngster who did not go to college was a rare
commodity. Built into the Mashadi mentality was the notion that security and success
could only be attained in this land of opportunity through higher education. As a matter
of fact, one who lacked a college education was frowned upon by his peers. How times

have changed!

But really, who could have foreseen the crumbling of a 3 thousand year old
monarchy? Who could have guessed that the new regime would bring with it political
upheaval and religious persecution, and would send thousands fleeing to a new land? And
so, as a result of the changing times, a totally new scenario soon evolved! Parents faced
with a language barrier in America, became overly dependent on their bilingual young-
sters. Helping one's family earn a livelihood suddenly took priority over higher education.
It was no mystery why, within only a few years, a college dropout rate of less than 10%
multiplied to over 90%.

But times do change, and we are thankful that most of our community is by now well
entrenched into a stable working environment. So, we certainly cannot regard ‘this
continued absence of higher learning a normal or healthy trend. The Higher Education
Subcommittee was recently formed in hopes of reversing this trend. Its membership
consists of doctors, engineers, and other professionals. One of its many goals is to help our
youth rediscover the assets of attaining a college degree. Of course, we realize that a
good education nowadays is pretty expensive, and that the financial burden it entails, is a
prime obstacle facing many of our youngsters.

The aim of this article is to expose new sources of aid for college students, and to
demonstrate to our high school students that nearly everyone, no matter what their family
income happens to be, can get college aid if they start the search early! The simple truth
is that there are countless scholarships and grants that go unclaimed every year, because
eligible students are simply not aware of them. We will hopefully demonstrate to you how
to locate those unclaimed grants and scholarships! We will also list a series of places
where a middle class college student can seek financial aid.

1)  Scholarship Search Co.

There is a firm in New York, which actually has the largest scholarship information
data bank in the country. The way they serve you is as follows: They ask you to fill out a
detailed application form about yourself, listing your hobbies and interests. The
information is then fed into a computer and matched against the specifications of
hundreds of thousands of unclaimed scholarships and grants reserved for an enormous
variety of applicants. It could be for a newspaper carrier, or reserved for a specific
ethnic group. On countless occasions, this firm has matched up a particular aid package
to an applicant. It may be a very positive place to start your search. For more
information, contact:

Scholarship Search Co.
1775 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10019
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2) The American Legion RALLY FOR ISRAELI SOLIDARITY

®
This organization has a scholarship handbook which lists a wide variety of scholar- : v by Lloyd Ebrani
ship programs. Simply write to:
The American Legion The youth 6f the Mashadi community in cooperation with the Zionist Organization of |
Box 1055 America (Z.0.A.) have been involved in supporting Israel against a barrage of media “
Indianapolis, IN 42606 attacks.
3)  State Scholarship Programs The American media has been used as a political tool to discredit Israel's version of
: the troubles at the Gaza strip. We, the youth of this community, feel the need to react to |
Your high school counselor can tell you which agency administers state scholarship this situation.

programs in New York. ;
On March 12, the President of the Manhattan Chapter of Z.0.A. was a guest speaker

4)  College Financial Aid Officers at our synagogue. Also on March 20th, Mashadi youth were involved in a rally in support
of Itzhak Shamir, Prime Minister of Israel. Some of the youth event went to greet Shamir
Go to the college of your choice and ask to see the college financial aid officer. upon his arrival in New York.
The fact is that most colleges have scholarship and loan funds available for students.
These officers are an excellent source of information and can best direct you to these ‘ And the battle continues: all are encouraged to join in sending letters to a) other
funds. (Note: The most expensive schools are usually the best endowed, and therefore Jewish agencies, for their cooperation; b) the media, asking for unbiased journalism; e¢)
offer the widest selection of scholarships.) Senators and Congressmen, for their support; d) the Consultate of Israel, to keep the

media informed and out of troubled spots.
5)  Federal Educational Opportunity Grants

The Mashadi Youth Committee asks all to join hands in achieving our goal.

These grants are available to middle income families as well as to low income
families. However the amount of the grant is based on one's financial need.

8)  Federal Student Loan Program

There is no financial need required to obtain these loans, and they are designed
especially for middle income families. A student can secure a loan from any participating
bank or savings and loan association. (Note: The government guarantees to pay back the
loan if you default!) You can borrow from $2500 to $3000 a year for 5 years. There is no
interest charged while the student remains in school.® After leaving school, one is charged
between 8% to 9% interest on this money till he or she repays it. '

7) National Direct Student Loan

If an applicant can demonstrate financial need, the interest rate after leaving school
is only 4%.

8)  Federal College Work Study Programs

There are numerous programs where a student receives scholarship aid and loans in
return for part time work!

We truly hope that our research will prove useful for the new generation Mashadi
youngsters who seek a quality college education.

Sources: Federal Guaranteed Student Loan Program
"Financing College Education" by Kenneth Kohl
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h floor room No. 48
Tel:03-266693 EXT.3542
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LUXURY COOPS FOR SALE:
Located in the luxurious area in Jamaica Estates, 1 and 2 bedroomn

apartments are available at incredible prices. For more information
call: (718) 657-0039.

GREAT NECK
A Large Two Bedroom Apartment
in most desirable doorman
building, for sale by owner.
contact:(516)466-9055
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HATZOLOH

In recent years, we have watched as the lives of our
loved ones have been saved by the Hatzoloh Volunteers.
Through their speed, efficiency, and skill, they have
given many a second chance at life.

It is time for us to help support their noble quest.
Allow the Hatzoloh Ambulance, help you.

THEY HAVE SAVED LIVES BEFORE AND, WITH YOUR HELP, THEY
WILL AGAIN

AoV b pisin S il s @ u 5, b gl

Checks payable to: Hatzoloh c/o Dani Namdar
.0, "Box 139

Kew Gardens, NY 11415 PSP ""/-)/,.J"”(;u’..,f’
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Tiferet Shlomo is a warm home for
neglected, orphaned, and homeless
children of Israel. These children
come from the four corners of the
world and we provide them with food,
shelter, and education.

Dear friends, we appeal to you to lend
us a hand!

HELP US CONTINUE OUR VITAL WORK.
The one who saves a single Jewish
life is saving the entire world.
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Mr. Babajan Elishahoff Mr. Aziz Elishahoff
601 W. 54th St. Rm.818 2 W. 46th St. Bm. 822
New York, NY 10019 New York, NY 10036

Tel. (212) 333-7800 Tel. (212) 764-0017
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Lloyd Ebrani is happy to announce that he has now been
Joined by George Nissan of Long Island, in order to continue

to meet the insurance needs of the Community promptly and
efficiently.

LIFE INSURANCE - ESTATE PLANNING
DISABILITY INCOME PROTECTION
INDIVIDUAL & GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE
HOME MORTGAGE PROTECTION INSURANCE
I.R.A. & OTHER RETIREMENT PROGRAMS

CALL: 516-365-3300
516-829-6325 [EVENINGS)
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Both social and commercial printing
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