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As we all know, some time ago, a benevolent
group of our community members, who are residents
of Great Neck, took the initiative for the
establishment of a synagogue in that area, With the
financial help of these same people, two adjacent
lots of land in Great Neck were purchased. While
building plans for the new synagogue were being
prepared, the issue was also discussed with the
Board members of Congregation Shaare Tova, Many
meetings were held between the representatives for
the Great Neck synagogue and the Shaare Tova
Board. It was then decided that all matters of
concern to the community, such as the affairs of
synagogues and different charitable causes, should
be supervised by a unified leadership. A Central
Committee was then created, which pleased
everyone, and since then all the planning related to
the Great Neck project has progressed with the
involvement of this Central Committee.

The technical details of the building plans for the
complex were analyzed, and debated during several
meetings, These sessions were attended by the
Shaare Tova Board members, directors of the Great
Neck project, the architects who designed the plans,
American engineers who specialize in synagogues,
engineers from our community, rabbis, and others.
A group of representatives even traveled to other
states to study a few famous synagogue structures,
After the final plans for the complex were
completely reviewed, they were submitted to the
Great Neck Town Council and the appropriate
building permits were applied for, The efforts of
the directors, which resulted in the foundation of a
good and complete plan for the creation of a
synagogue in Great Neck is commendable and
worthy of praise. The floor plans and a model of
the proposed building are currently in public display
at the Shaare Tova Synagogue. As per the request
of the project’s directors, Megillah is happy to be
able to provide a copy of the floor plans in this
issue, so that our readers can submit their opinions
about the project to the planning team.

A point that should be emphasized here is that,
as some of the people involved have informed us,

EDITORIAL

various community organizations that would use the
new complex were not invited to participate in the
decision making process. For example, it might
have been helpful to inquire the opinions of the
directors of the Talmud-Tora, Sisterhood, and Youth
Committees in these meetings. This way the Board
members could have been fully informed of the
needs of these committees and their expectations
from this project, and reassure themselves that the
new structure would meet every group’s demands.
We are not suggesting that the meetings should have
been turned into public hearings. We believe that in
sensitive cases such as this, because of the wide
variety of opinions, a public debate could confuse
the directors ever more, and cause the further delay
of the project. But we feel that it would have been
appropriate to ask the heads of different committees
about their needs and suggestions.

The object of this editorial is not to to claim that
the existing building plans are incomplete or lacking
in any way. What is being pointed out is the
inadequacy in the procedure with which our
communities programs are organized and decided.
We feel that the process should be based on better
communications, and include a broader
representation from the community members, If we
do not encourage our youth by getting them
involved in the process of decision making for such
a project, how can we expect them to lead our
future generations?

We hope that this will serve as constructive
advice. It is possibly too late now, on this
particular issue, to start inquiring suggestions from
various groups, and that, as the saying goes, is water
under the bridge. In the future though, when similar
projects are in the planning stage, let us try to get a
larger number of representatives from our
community involved from the start. Let us endorse
the spirit of democracy among ourselves, and let us
give our youngsters self confidence, and the whole
community the respect that they deserve. This way,
with G-d’s help, we can reach for higher and nobler
goals.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

Regorted by: Bahram Kamali

Secretary of the Board)

The following issues were discussed and approved
at the latest meeting:

The Board recently discussed the project of
construction of the second floor (i.e. above the youth
minyan hall) of the Shaare Tova building. The
construction will serve Talmud-Tora classes, youth
activities, lectures, and meetings. The project was
approved unanimously, and steps were taken towards
preparation of a preliminary design for the
construction. The total cost for the project and for
new appliances is estimated to be $400,000, half of
which will be provided by the Board, and the other
half is to be donated by benevolent people who will
want to sponsor the costs of the individual rooms in
the complex. People who are interested in
sponsoring a room to be dedicated in their name, or
the name of a third person, are invited to contact
the Board. Upon the completion of the plan and its
approval, the design will be presented to the
community to be voted on in a general assembly.

2= Ceremonies and Parties

Recently, the Board has been receiving many
complaints regarding unnecessary parties, gifts, and
the long hours of these parties. This issue has been
discussed in many of the meetings, leading to a
Notice/Recommendation sheet being released by the
Board. All the members of our community are
asked to cooperate fully on this matter.

The Talmud-Torah Committee, with the approval
of the Board of Directors, has decided to write a
Sepher Torah in the name of the whole community.
So all the members of our community, young and
old, male and female, can be a part of this big
Mitzvah. We ask all the families interested to
donate $5 per family member. Please make all
checks payable to the Shaare Tova Torah Fund,
specifying that it is for the new Sepher Torah.

The Board of Directors of Shaare Tova believes
that it is the moral obligation of any Jew to give as
much as he or she can to the State of Israel.
Therefore it has been agreed upon to donate 10% of
all the funds received from Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur to aid Israel. Also, starting next year, in so
much as our aid to Israel is up to the standards we
have set for ourselves, plans are being made to hold
an annual "Israel Day" celebration. We will inform
the community when a specific date is set.

3= Charity Help to Israel

The tradition of donating $22,500 to charities and
the needy in Israel, on Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur, was continued again this year.

The Shaare Tova Youth Committee along with
the cooperation of the Board of Directors have set
up a subcommittee to control problems relating to
security and maintenance of the grounds.

SISTERHOOD NEWS
The Sisterhood of Shaare Tova reports the

following progress on their programming:

1- A field trip/picnic to Bar Beach was enjoyed

by the elderly ladies of our community.

2- Meetings were held to discuss a party

celebrating the Bat-Mitzvah of the young girls in
our community. Most of the girls’ parents attended
these meetings and aided with their input.

3- Educational programs were provided for the
girls preparing for their Bat-Mitzvah.

4- Meetings were held to discuss the sanitary
issues of maintenance.

5- Refreshments were provided and served in the
Sukkah during Sukkot and Shabbat.

6~ On the day of Sukkot, a party was held for
the elderly ladies of our community from 1-4 pm.
Programming included Persian and Israeli music and
dancing, along with a game of lotto.

Reported by Janet Etessami

7- Later on that day, a party was also held for
the children.

8- Baskets of fruits and flowers were decorated
in honor of Simkha Torah.

9- A Simkha Torah celebration was held for the
children.

10—.A party was held celebrating the
Bat-Mitzvah of the young girls. Eleven girls
celebrated this memorable day.

11- Physical education courses are being
considered for children on Sundays.

12- Physical education courses are being
scheduled on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays for
teen-age girls.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
all those who helped with the decoration of baskets
for Simkha Torah.
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1- Talmud-Tora classes for 6-12 year olds are
held every Sunday between 10:30-12:30 and on
Tuesdays between 5:00-7:00 pm at the Shaare Tova
Synagogue. Please encourage your children to
attend these classes.

2- Bar-mitzvah preparation classes under
supervision of Mr. Avi Nissani are held every
Sunday between 10:00-12:00 at the Shaare Tova
Synagogue, and between 12:30-2:30 at the Great

Neck Synagogue in Long Island. Participants are -

welcomed.

3- Tora studies and Hebrew language classes
have commenced as of October 9th for 7-12 year
olds. These classes are held twice a week, on
Sundays between 12:00-2:00 pm, and on Wednesdays
between 4:30-6:30 pm, under the supervision of Mr.
Haroon Kohanim with a nine member committee.
The classes are financed and subject to Shaare
Tova’s budget for Talmud-Tora.

TALMUD-TORA COMMITTEE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

4- Shaare Tova’s third minyan on Shabbath and
Holidays is held at the library begining at 9:30 am.
10-15 year olds are urged to join this minyan, which
can serve as good educational preparation for the

future.

reported by: Haroun Kohanim

THE WORLD BIBLE CONTEST

One of the highlights of Israel’s annual
Independence Day celebration is the World Bible
Contest. The competition is held in Jerusalem, in
front of the President, Prime Minister, Cabinet
members, along with other cultural figures. Usually
54 Jewish youth from around the world compete to
achieve the honor of "Khatan Tanakh." Invariably,
7-8 American youngsters are among the 54
competitors. The youngsters from the United States
are selected by the Board of Jewish Education. The
process of selection involves two parts. Near the
begining of March, test questions are sent to various
Jewish schools and synagogues to be administered.
The competitors who answer 80% of the questions
correctly are eligible for the second part of the test.
The second test is held in May in two central
locations.

Usually more than 10,000 youngsters attempt the
first test, but only 130 make it to the second round.
The 7-8 students who pass the second test have one
year to prepare for the finals in Jerusalem.

Last year, for the first time, Shaare Tova
participated in the first round of competition.
Though much notice was not given, seven of our
youngsters took part and achieved relatively good
scores. Each were awarded a prize by the
Talmud-Tora Sub-committee. This year, the test
will be held in the Shaare Tova Synagogue in March
1989. More information will be available in the
Shaare Tova office.

The Talmud-Tora Sub-committee and the Higher
Education Sub-committee invite all the interested
members of our community to begin preparation for
this opportunity, and to participate in it. We also
ask those interested to attempt to take the test at
Shaare Tova instead of their schools, so that they
represent Shaare Tova in the event. We hope that
the interest in Tora studies continues in our
community and we intend to support it fully. We
hope to see a high turn out in this year’s
competition.

Boat Party: ;

On September 3rd the Youth Committee of
Shaare Tova held a magnificent party aboard the
ship "Spirit of New York" which cruises the New
York Harbor., The 600 passenger ship was almost
filled to capacity (550 participated). Along with a
Kosher dinner, the guests were entertained by live
music and dance music on two different levels of the
ship. A complete video of the event has been
prepared and is available to the public at the Shaare
Tova Library.

For the first time, an entertaining show was put
together on October 11th. This show which
consisted of time segments, included a music show,
and an improvisation group. The program attracted
450 people and lasted until 2 o’clock in the morning.

"Chicago City Limits" improvising at
"The Night of the Stars"

Lectures:

In a long series of lectures organized by Shaare
Tova Youth Committee, Rabbi Kessen spoke to more
than 100 people on the subject of Lashon Hara. The
speech was followed by a long session of questions
and answers.

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

by Bernard Livi

On Saturday, November 12th, after the morning
services, two representatives of the "Volunteers for
Israel" organization gave a speech on the activities
of this organization in recruiting volunteer work for
Israel, for a short time basis. They emphasized the
importance of this work in Israel’s army bases and
hospitals. According to them, in the past few years
thousands of volunteers - some none Jews among
them, have been assigned to different volunteer
tasks in Israel. This program has saved the Israeli
government great amounts of money and manpower.
After the speech, many young members of our
community showed an interest in the program.
Those interested in the program are urged to contact
the "Volunteers for Israel" office at (212) 608-4848,
or the Shaare Tova Youth Committee,

On November 15th, for the second time in the
past year, Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb, a professor of
philosophy, who currently teaches at Ohr Sameach
Institute in Jerusalem, was the guest speaker at
Shaare Tova, Rabbi Gottlieb, who is a renowned
speaker on subjects of religion and philosophy,
spoke to a large audience for more than an hour,
The topic of the speech was: "Religion: Beauty or
Truth?" Even though Rabbi Gottlieb travels to the
United States only once or twice a year, we hope to
be able to have other opportunities to invite him to
our synagogue.

Every month, 10 to 12 members of our
community participate in a program called "Tomchei
Shabbat." This program consists of delivering food
and other necessities to the needy families in the
Kew Gardens and Forest Hills areas. Those who
wish to take part in the program can contact the
Shaare Tova Youth Committee.

The annual Tennis Tournament for men’s singles
competition was held in August and September.
Thirty two community members competed in the
games. The two finalists were Mr. Fariborz
Hakimian, and Mr, Mehran Karimzadeh. In the
final match Fariborz defeated Mehran in straight
sets: 6-3, 6-4. The winners were awarded with
special Shaare Tova trophies.

Note:

Video tapes and cassettes of most Youth
Committee activities are available to the public at
the Shaare Tova Library.
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MAZEL TOV

collected by: Haroon Kohanim

Births:
Shmuel & Liza Nikfarjam a girl
Daniel & Dalia Bassalian a girl
Robert & Rahel Hakimian a girl
Moussa & Mahin Zar a girl
Behrooz & Madeline Ghaffarian a girl
Shahram & Odelia Pouladian a girl
Jacky & Leonora Hadjibay a girl
Robert & Ziva Davoodzadeh a girl
Coby & Zeveta Gohari a girl
David & Zhila Hezghia a girl
Farshad & Liza Etessami a boy
Shmuel & Dalia Loloi a boy
Robert & Nancy Loloi a boy
Hertzel & Linda Kashimalak a boy
Ahad & Esther Bichoupan a boy
Manouchehr & Audrey Aziz a boy
Fereydoun & Helen Ghassabian a boy

Bar-Mitzvahs:
Bahram son of Mr. & Mrs. Ebrahim Aziz
Behrooz son of Mr. & Mrs. Ebrahim Aziz
Michael son of Mr. & Mrs. Fereydoun Nemati
Sammy son of Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Levian
Kamran son of Mr. & Mrs. Mirza Kalaty
Benny son of Mr. & Mrs. Khosrow Hakim
Mehrdad son of Mr. & Mrs. Rafi Ebrani

Engagements:
Allen Erfanian & Dalia Zar
Kourosh Tavazo & Shideh Nabavian
Johnny Kordevani & Parisa Nassimian
Behnam Karmeli & Tania Namdar
Essi Ebrani & Noushin Kavakeb
Eby Bassal-Rahimoff & Daniella Nassimiha
Albert Karmeli & Sarah Nassimi
Henry Azizoff & Dory Bichoupan
Vali Ebrani & Anna Bassalian
Hertzel Soleimani & Esther Bassalian
Edmond Kamali & Nazila Haghighat
Majid Zerovabeli & Monika Ebrani
Louie Hakimian-Javadoff & Iris Nassrollahi
Hamid Sharify & Hengameh Abdollazadeh Moghadam
Morris Aziz & Hedika Yaghoutiel

Weddings:
Sam & Anita Aharounoff
Soheil & Khandan Kalaty
Michael & Elena Khojeiny
Bahman & Ray Chaffiian
Bahman & Rozita Joorabchy
Simon & Ruty Banilevi
Shlomo & Hilda Soliman
Siamak & Afsaneh Liviem
Farshid & Suzy Liviem
Mitchell & Haleh Benlivi
Kourosh & Mahtab Zar
Robert & Nazly Zar
Eliezer & Deborah Cohen
Lloyd & Estella Ebrani
Jacob & Illana Ebrahimi

THE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulati Ph.D.s in il

Mr. Hormouz Yaghoutiel, son of Doctor
Yaghoutiel succeeded in receiving a Doctorate
degree in Electrical Engineering from the University
of California in Berkely, and currently works at Bell
Laboratories in New Jersey as a researcher.

Mr. Jalil Roubeni, from Millan, has informed
Megilla that his son, Nouriel Roubeni, has recently
received a Doctorate degree in Economics from
Harvard University and is currently an assistant
professor at Yale University in Connecticut.

The Higher Education Committee congratulates
these two and their families and hopes that we can
witness such educational successes every year among
our youth.

In order to discover and introduce the artistic
talents of the community, the Higher Education
Committee intends to organize a contest that will
include all forms of drawing and art work. Since
this will be the first of such contests, the committee
hopes that everyone will eagerly participate.
Anyone interested in participating in the contest or
helping the organizers is requested to contact Mr.
Lawrence Levian, or any other member of the
Higher Education Committee.

The "Allah-dadi" event, in which our community
in Mashad was subjected to massacres and tyranny
and pressured to abandon Judaism, occurred on 12th
of Nissan, 5599. Hence, next Passover is the 150th
anniversary of this event. The Ben Zvi Institute
(named after the second president of Israel and
formed to research Jewish culture in the east) plans
to organize a conference to honor the Mashadi
community on this occassion. This program is
scheduled for Thursday, April 6th 1989, and will
include speaches by experts on Mashadi history.
Among the speakers are Jerusalem’s Mr. Azaria Levi
of Jerusalem, whose book on Mashadi history was
discussed in the previous issue of Megilla, Dr.
Amnon Nezzer, and Dr. David Menasheri, the head
of the Iranian Alliance of Israel.

In addition to this conference, the Mashadi
congregation in Israel may also organize events to
commemorate the event. More information on these
events will be available in the next issue of Megilla.

All those interested in attending these programs
are urged to contact any member of the Higher
Education Committee.

The following is a belated update from the
Higher Education Committee:

On June 27th a ceremony was held for all those
members of our community who have graduated
from high schools and colleges this year. A list of
all graduates was published in our last issue. The
guest speaker for the occasion was Dr. Lalezari,
former head of the Department of Pharmacology of
Tehran. The master of ceremony of the evening was
Mrs. Sheila Rahmanan. The honorary
representatives on the stage included Mr. Yousef
Banilevi from the Shaare Tova Board of directors;
Mrs. Malekeh Nassimi, from the Sisterhood of
Shaare Tova; and Rabbi Ben Chaim.

The speakers of the evening included Mr.
Bahman Kamali, representing the Youth Committee;
Mr. Farrokh Dilmanian, representing the Higher
Education Committee; Mr. Hertzel Soleimani,
representing last year’s graduates; Miss Nazli
Rahmani and Mr. Afshin Dilmanian, representing
high school graduates; and Mr. Herbert Livi,
representing college graduates.

Benedictions were performed by Rabbi Ben
Chaim.

In between segments of the program,
entertainment on the piano was provided by Miss
Honey Bassalian, Mr. Hooman Yaghoutiel, and Mr.
Ramin Hekmati.

Like previous years, distinguished graduates were
selected to receive a plaque for outstanding
achievement in education. This year, additional gifts
were also given to the students who succeeded in
their studies under exceptional conditions. The

GRADUATION CEREMONY

Higher Education Committee update

reported by Farrokh Dilmanian

plaques and the gifts were awarded by our honorary
representatives and a group of doctors from the
community. Fifteen doctors (in medicine, dentistry,
and science) from our community participated in the
program.

The selected graduates who received the plaques
and gifts were:

Mahtab Bassali
Afshin Dilmanian
Nazli Rahmani
Bella Soleimani
Teddy Kashinejad
Afshin Levian
Roniel Levy
Raymond Mardkha
Shayan Nabavian
Tony Nemati
Sharona Aziz

Hertzel Hakimi
Sima Hakimi
Nancy Hakimian
Barbara Rahmanan
Hope Chaffian
Babak Kamali
Sharona Cohen
Edo Levy
Herbert Livi
Benny Namdar
Sepideh Aziz

The two Ph.D. graduates of the community were
unable to attend the ceremonies. They are further
discussed in this issue of Megillah

The Higher Education Committee would like to
thank all those who helped make this occasion
possible, especially Mrs. Sheila Rahmanan, Mrs.
Janet Etessami, Mr. Lloyd Ebrani, Mr. Lawrence
Levian, and Mr. Khosrow Namdar.

The Higher Education Committee sincerely hopes
that the number of graduates, and the percentage of
distinguished students will increase every year.

MENORAH DESIGNING CONTEST

As announced in the last issue of Megilla, there
will be a designing contest for a menorah to be
placed in the main lobby of the Shaare Tova

Synagogue.

The menorah can be traditional or modern. It

should be made out of metal, glass, or
non-flammable plastic, and fueled by candles or oil.
The height should be approximately 1 yard (1 meter)
and it should weigh less than 50 pounds (23 Kilos).
The branches on the menorah should be detachable
to allow adjustment of the number of branches. The
deadline for submitting designs is 6 months from the
publication date of this issue. The winner will
receive various prizes. If interested, please contact
Mr. Behrouz Dilmanian.
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ISRAEL TRIP - SUMMER 1988

Yet another trip to Israel was enjoyed by our
own Mashadi Youth this summer.

This annual event, sponsored by Congregation
Shaare Tova, was supervised this year by Parviz and
Norma Namdar. More than 20 young members of
our community participated.

This five year tradition has brought new
perspectives of Israel to over 170 community
members. These trips have set the stage for many
wonderful memories and experiences for both the
seasoned Israel visitor and the rookie migrator alike.

The varied itinerary included Jerusalem and its
vicinities, the Kinneret, the Golan Heights, Sefad,
Massada, the Dead Sea, Caesaria, Acre, and
Tel-Aviv / Jaffo.

An exciting aspect to these trips is the chance for
our travellers to visit places not open to most
tourists such as military bases. The visits to old
Mashadi synogogues in Buchuarian neighborhoods
are usually one of the highlights of the trip. We
will hopefully continue to include these visits ip our
trips with the support of the Mashadi community in
Israel.

A large sum was donated by a benevolent
member of our community for this program. We

“hereby thank him for his continuing support and

concern.

Those interested in visiting with us are urged to
contact the Youth Committee members as soon as
possible. We also invite our communities in Europe
to coordinate their summer vacations with us, and
participate in the Shaare Tova Israel Tour in 1989.

OIS

COMMUNITY NEWS

Recently, the mayor of Jerusalem renamed one of
the city streets in honor of Mashadi Jews, who were
pressured to leave Judaism. This street, located in
the East (Talpiut) Section, which is shown in a
photograph on the cover of this issue, is
called TAWN YON 2N (Street of the Mashadi
Refugee). One has to keep in mind that the history
of Mashadi Jews has only been given broad
attention in Israel by government and cultural
agencies in the last 2 years.

We would like to thank Mr. Joe Aminoff for the
mentioned photograph.

FAKE LETTERS TO THE FAKE EDITOR

WHAT ™ME
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1- Mr. A.B. has brought to our attention issues
such as the Arab uprising in Israel, the Greenhouse
effect, the Ozone Layer disintegration, the drought
and shortage of grain, Russian Jewry and helping
Israel’s economy. We have to notify you that we
can not waste our time on such trivial issues. At the
present time we are busy contemplating such
important issues as the improvement of one’s
appearance and social etiquette.

2- Dear G.H.: In order to have a good time at
parties, we suggest the American trend, which is
very popular now. This advice is specially helpful
for those with low self-esteem and a certain lack of
originality. Our advice is for you to get completely
drunk, return the liquid to its original form, and
then drive your friends home - while under the
influence of alcohol, of course!

3- Mr. F.G. writes "The Synagogue’s main
sanctuary gets over crowded on Shabbat and
holidays. If G-d forbid there was an emergency in
the Synagogue, it would be life-threatening and
hazardous. I strongly suggest that another minyan
be formed in the gym or in a section of the
ballroom."

I am afraid your suggestion is very absurd and
unnecessary. Since most of the «Ghel-ghelat» and
merriment goes on in the main Synagogue, it would
be asking too much of most mere mortals to be
deprived of their enjoyment. My friends and I
would rather stay in the main Synagogue and
naturally other congregates would want to do the
same.

4- Dear Mr. Sociable: there is nothing wrong
with talking to your neighbor during Torah-reading
in the Synagogue. The Synagogue will not get noisy
if one person talks to his/her neighbors. So, please
feel free to continue to chat with your friends
during prayer.

5- Mr. A., Mr. B, Mrs. C,, Mrs. D., Mr. E,, and
365 other people: please refer to the answer above
for your answer also.

THE HISTORY OF MASHADI JEWS

by Yaghoub Dilmanian (D™%)
(Translated by: Houshang Nematzadeh)

In 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian and
Babylonian king, conquered the nation of Yehuda
and destroyed its capital, Jerusalem, and the First
Beit Hamikdash; taking many Jews to Babylon as
prisoners. Within a short time after that, Cyrus the
Great, the Persian king, conquered Babylon and
freed the Jewish prisoners and slaves with
considerable encouragement and material aid.
Jewish history is testimony to the generosity of this
great Persian King.

In the year 68 A.D., Titus, the Crown Prince of
the Roman Empire, invaded Jerusalem and set the
Second Beit Hamikdash on fire. For the second
time, the Holyland was destroyed. Great portions of
the Jewish population were massacred; those who
survived were either taken as prisoner of war and
sold as slaves in Eastern Europe, or escaped and
immigrated to North Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula. Persecution persisted in the new lands,
resulting in further immigration to other lands across
the globe.

Although today we consider all Jews to be
descendants of the nation of Yehuda, there is an
interesting side note. Prior to the destruction of
Beit Hamikdash, there was a nation north of Yehuda
which was then called "Israel." This nation had been
separated from Yehuda since the reign of King
Solomon. "Israel’s" inhabitants consisted of nine and
a half tribes of the original 12 tribes of Benai Israel.

"Israel” was destroyed in 723 B.C. by the
Assyrian king Shelma Nezzar. Because Assyrian
kings were considered ruthless and committed many
atrocities, historians generally assumed that there
were no survivors. However, many Jewish
historians, based on some documents and factual
reasoning, claim that there were some survivors.
These are the so-called "lost ten tribes."

Dr. Habib Levy, in his book entitled "History of
Persian Jews," (pp. 175-211) reprinted excerpts from
"Nidchey Israel," a book written by Itzhak Ben Zvi,
the former President of the State of Israel. In the
book, Ben Zvi conjectures that following the
invasion of "Israel,” an assimilation of "Israelis"
within the Assyrian society took place. Thus when
Nabuchadnezzar conquered Assyria and
consequently, using as Assyrian army, conquered the
nation of Yehuda, there were some "Israelis" among
his soldiers who came from the time of Shelma
Nezzar.

The history of Yousifon, written 150 years after
the invasion of "Israel” or the conquering of the 10
tribes as it is called, indicated that some of its
survivors might be living in Babylon. As stated
previously, Cyrus the Great, King of Persia, freed
all the Jewish prisoners, and some went back to
Jerusalem. Survivors of the ten tribes who no
longer had a home, stayed in Persia, and some went
north to Khorasan and Boukhara. The descendants

Part II: Continued from the Foreword

of the prisoners from Yehuda, who stayed in the
area, moved to the southern part of Persia.

References have been made regarding the life of
the survivors of the ten tribes, in later years by
Jewish travellers through Persia. Proof of their
existence has been recorded until the invasion of
Persia by the Mongols.

During the reign of the Achaemenian Dynasty,
Kambiz was frightened by the military force of the
Ephraim tribe, one of the ten tribes, and ordered
them to move from Khorasan to the mountains in
the southern Afghanistan and Kashmir. By this
time, the inhabitants of Yehuda had begun to
assimilate with the local population, although they
still maintained their faith through Jewish writings.
However, members of the Ephraim tribes, who lived
in total seclusion, lost contact with other Jews and
Jewish writing. This isolation resulted in diversion
to a more available religion: Islam. The similarities
with Judaism, such as circumcision, attracted them to
this new religion. Some went to Baghdad and
converted to Islam. Upon their return from
Baghdad, they factionalized the Ephraims. An
informed Kabul Jew explained to me that those who
refused to conform to Islam and their descendants
were gradually massacred in Kashmir, Kabul,
Ghaznin, Maraz and Ghandar. There is presently a
rock in a Kabul Museum upon which the lives of
one Jewish community were taken.

Dr. Habib Levi, in the third edition of his book
(pg. 639) quotes from the writings of a Dr. Wolfe,
as printed in Jewish chronicles. Wolfe indicates that
between 1850 and 1870, sixty Jewish communities,
with a population of about forty thousand existed in
Afghanistan. In 1870, the government of
Afghanistan passed some intolerable laws against the
Jews, which forced the Jews back to Persia and
Boukhara. Dr. Levi concluded that prior to the
Mongol invasion of Persia, four of the original ten
tribes were still in existence in Naishabur, and two
in Azarbaijan.

Though nothing has been recorded to prove the
existence of the tribes in Azarbaijan after the
Mongol invasion, there have been some writings by
travellers to the area, previous to World War 1.
Jewish communities had been seen in remote towns
and villages of Azarbaijan. They were believed to
be descendants of the original ten tribes because
there were no Cohens or Levis among them.

What this means is that among Persian Jews and
especially Mashadi Jews with ancestral roots to the
North of Iran, there may be some descendants from
the "ten tribes of Israel."
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Look for Part III of "The History of Mashadi
Jews" in the next issue of Megilla.
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For years we have heard of the ills that can
result from consanguineous marriages (partners from
the same ancestors) from our society. There is also
a biological explanation behind the myths of the
perils of intermarriage.

The main danger of consanguineous marriages is
the possibility of physical harm to the child
produced from this marriage. To better understand
the reason for this we need to know how a child
biologically forms from his or her parents.

The human body is made up of cells, the smallest
unit of living matter. In the nuclei of each cell
there are sausage shaped objects called
chromosomes, which carry all the information
necessary to build and maintain a unique human
body. There are 46 chromosomes in each cell (23
from each parent), and they exist in pairs (one from
each parent). These chromosomes are matched
together according to their size and shape. On the
side, we can note that it is the chromosomes from
the male parent that accounts for the sex of the
child. But as important as they are, chromosomes
are not the basic unit of inheritance; they are, in
actuality, carriers of genes (the fundamental unit of
inheritance). The number of genes in a chromosome
is not known. estimates range from 200 to 2000.

Each gene in a child is a copy of one in one of
his parents. Inside the chromosome each gene holds
a specific position. When the chromosome of the
male and female parent pair up, the genes in the
two chromosomes will hold the exact same position.

What if, when the two chromosomes pair and the
two genes fall into position, there is a conflict of
information? For example, a child inherits two sets
of gene coding for eye color. When the genes fall
into position and the chromosomes pair up, we may
see that the father’s gene asks for brown eyes while
the mothers gene has asked for blue. In this case
the child will have brown eyes. Why? Because
"brown eye color" is a dominant gene trait, while
"blue eye color" is a recessive gene trait. If there is
a conflict between the two, the dominant trait will
win. The only time that a recessive gene trait will
surface, physically, is if both chromosomes carry
that recessive trait in the correct position. So one
can have blue eyes only if both parents contribute to
it.

A recessive gene may persist undetected in a
family for many generations, and only when
combined with a recessive gene like itself, produce a
distinct characteristic. Unfortunately, some recessive
characteristics can be harmful, unlike the color of
one’s eyes.

CONSANGUINEOUS MARRIAGES

by Shahram Aziz, Ph.D.

Therefore, the danger in consanguineous
marriages is not, as is commonly believed, that such
unions cause a genetic defect in the offspring.
Rather, such marriages increase the probability of
both parents carrying identical recessive genes, and
transfering it to their children. If the recessive trait
is a "good" trait, such as blue eyes, there is no harm.
But if the recessive gene is "bad", there is a
possibility that the child will suffer undesirable
effects.

On average, each human carries between one to
five harmful recessive genes. Fortunately, there is a
small likelihood of mating with a person carrying
the same recessive gene, at the same position, on the
same chromosome, in the same pair. For example
assuming the mean number of harmful recessive
gene traits is one, the probability of the
manifestation of that "bad" trait in the offspring is
0.1% (one out of every one thousand children born
per person) in non-consanguineous marriages, 3.1%
in first-cousin marriages, and 6.3% in uncle-niece
marriages. Although in first generation marriages,
the generic dangers are minimal, the probability of
danger multiplies in succeeding generations,
especially if they also are consanguineous marriages.
The offspring of many generations of
consanguineous marriages is not in an advantageous
position, according to sociobiologists.

It is hypothesized that generations of
consanguineous marriages within a closed community
cguld lead to the development of a hereditary
dlseas_e within that community. The severity of a
hereditary disease specific to a closed community
can best be exemplified by the Tay-Sachs disease
among the Ashkenazic Jews. Each child born to
parents who are just carriers of the disease, has a
one in four chance of getting it and a 50-50 chance
of being a carrier. It is assumed that approximately
one out of every 30 Jews of Middle European origin
is a carrier of Tay-Sachs gene. Children born with
Tay-Sachs disease rarely live beyond the age of five.

Today in the United States, all states forbid
uncle-niece marriages and only 20 out of the 50
states allow first cousin marriages. Legal
restrictions are not based solely on the genetic
probability of producing affected children, but also
upon some evidence that feuding may be particularly
common in such communities.

ROLE OF PARENTS IN THE
ATTRACTIVENESS OF THEIR CHILDREN

by Farrokh Dilmanian

Our physical and behavioral characteristics can
be divided into two categories: hereditary qualities,
which we inherit from our parents’ genes, and
acquired qualities, which we obtain from the
environment we live in. The acquired qualities,
themselves, are either educational or physiological.
The educational qualities are those we learn from
home, school, and the society; while the acquired
physiological qualities are comprised of the effects
of climate, nutrition, and diseases on our body and
our personality. For healthy people, educational
quality usually implies all the acquired
characteristics.

For many of us the terms beauty and
attractiveness mean the same, but in actuality they
are different. Beauty relates to the physical
structure, while attractiveness, or charm, is
attributed to the manners and gestures. Although
these two qualities are frequently correlated, they do
not necessitate each other. Beauty is almost entirely
hereditary, while attractiveness is mostly acquired.
As an example, self confidence, which is one of the
most important ingredients of attractiveness, is to a
large extent an acquired quality.

The main part of our personality is crystalized in
the .first few years of our life. Therefore the
answers to many human behavioral questions should
be sought in the process of child growth. In the
first few months after birth, life is a series of
experiences through which the child becomes
familiar with the world around him/her. During this
period, the need for attention and affection is one
of his/her strongest instincts. In the very early
stages of this period the child learns that receiving
attention is pleasurable, and from then on attracting
attention of his/her parents and other relatives
becomes one of his/her strongest motivations. This
strive for attention is not only the most natural
behavioral pattern of the child, but is also an
inherent component of the natural growth process,
and the basis for development of attractiveness.
This is because, by definition, attractiveness is the
ensemble of acts one projects in order to draw
attention of the people around him/her.

The important point in this regard is that the
basic pattern for attractiveness in the child can be
developed only if the child receives enough affection
and attention, because of two reasons: First, the
child should experience the taste of genuine
attention in order to start his efforts for asking for
more. Secondly, development of attractiveness in a
child is a long process, along which he/she needs the
feedback of the parents to guide and correct his/her
manners.

As an example, a child growing in a warm and
loving family soon realizes that his/her smiles and
laughters bring a wave of happiness and
encouragement from the parents. The child enjoys
the experience so much that he/she uses his/her
laughter to attract more attention, besides the fact
tl)at the joy of being loved by the people around
him/her by itself is a good reason for the child to
be smiling and laughing. In a very gradual way, the
child learns to laugh in a more charming way to
attract even more encouragement, and in the process
of act and feedback the child acquires an attracting
smile for himself/herself. All the other qualities of
attractiveness are acquired in the child in a very
similar way as described in this example. The
process of developing attractive manners continue
until higher ages in youth,

To substantiate this argument, the effect of
family affection on attractiveness of the children can
easily be seen by comparing the characteristics of
different nations. One can say in general, that the
warm and family-oriented nations, such as the
Italians, are also the more attractive nations.
(Although the same can be said about the
attractiveness of the new generation raised in Israel,
strong hereditary and educational effects on this
generation make the subject complicated).

The importance of a loving and encouraging
family environment for a healthy child growth is
probably the most important issue in today’s
educational circles. The experts in this field agree
that in providing this most simple and yet most basic
child’s need, some eastern societies have been more
successful than many western ones. In our case, our
community should be proud of its tradition on this
subject, and should nourish this heritage.
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DID YOU KNOW?

by Shahrooz Rahmanan

Contrary to popular belief, The Earth’s distance

to the Sun has relatively little to do with the Earth’s

temperature changes. Actually, we are closer to the Fig. 1
Sun during the Winter than we are in the Summer.
The temperature fluctuation is really caused by the
tilt of the Earth. As you can see in Figure 1, the
Sun’s rays do not reach parallel to the plane of the
Equator and perpendicular to the Earth’s axis
(connecting the two Poles). This is due to a 23
degree tilt in the Earth’s rotational axis with respect
to in-coming sunshine. Hence, at any given season,
the Sun’s rays shine perpendicular on one hemisphere
and tilted on the other hemisphere. For example,
while w~ in the Northern Hemisphere are catching
straight rays of the Sun in June, people in Brazil are
catching Sun’s rays in an angle while skiing down a
mountain. In six months time, when the Earth
revolves to the other side of the Sun, the situation is
reversed. That is, in December, while we in the
Northern Hemisphere have our winter, the
Australians in the Southern Hemisphere go to the
beach.

Megilla Page 27
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Perpenclicular rays — |
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Now, what is it about the angle of the Sunshine
that makes all this temperature change from summer
to winter? Looking at Figure 2 might shed some
light on the situation. ;

Fig. 2

When the rays come in at an angle, a unit of
shine has to cover more area than in the case of
straight light. Less light per square inch of ground
leads to less heat available. Simply speaking, we
get more of the Sun during the summer and less in
the winter. Sunshine has more ground to cover
during our winters, bringing about a shortage of
heat. However, in our summers, those rays come —
straight in and provides more heat. Tilted Ray's

Another fattor in the warmth of sunshine is the
distance it has to travel through the Earth’s
atmosphere. The Sun’s rays are made up of little -~
energy particles called "photons.” These particles <0R - 7
travel at the speed of light in the vacuum between Up[ 1
the Sun and the Earth. Of course, the farther away 8~
a planet is from the Sun, the fewer the number of
photons that will be intercepted and absorbed by it. %
But the intensity of a light ray does not diminish as
it travels through a vacuum. When sunshine hits the
Earth’s atmosphere, by the time it reaches the Polc
surface, much of its energy is dispersed, absorbed, s.fo
and reflected by the air molecules. In the winter,
when sunlight has to travel through more air to
reach the Northern Hemisphere, a greater part of its
energy is lost. This is also the reason why the Sun
can be unbearably hot when it is directly overhead,
and hardly has any heat when in the horizon.

~— Perpendiculdr f .y

So, the next time you are tired of the climate in
your area, remember that relief is just a hemisphere
away!
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Lloyd Ebrani is happy to announce that he has now been
joined by George Nissan of Long Island, in order to continue
to meet the insurance needs of the Community promptly and

efficiently.

LIFE INSURANCE - ESTATE PLANNING
DISABILITY INCOME PROTECTION

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE
HOME MORTGAGE PROTECTION INSURANCE
I.R.A. & OTHER RETIREMENT PROGRAMS

CALL: 516-365-3300
516-829-6325 [EVENINGS)
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Ramat Gan, Israel
Tel: 03-266-693 Ext. 3542
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MATTI & MENASHE NAMDAR

Maccabi building, 18th floor, room #48
We specialize in the purchase of diamonds

for foreign buyers and look forward to
welcome you among our clients. See you in
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MEGILLA NEEDS FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Because of the increase in the size of Megilla,
the advertising revenues are not enough to pay for
the costs involved. Megilla asks the readers to help
this magazine to continue its operation at the new °
format.

The readers who wish to support Megilla, are
urged to send their tax-deductible contributions in
the attached enveloped. Please make your checks
payable to the "Mashadi Youth Committee."

Megilla thanks you for your support.

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

I would like to contribute to the Megilla:
i $10 e Y
A — Other:

Enclosed, please find my check.

Your comments about Megilla:
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FREE ESTIMATES

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

STORES - ELECTRICIAN, CARPENTER
SHEET ROCKS, PAINTING, PLUMBING
FWNISH BASEMENTS
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