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Throughout the history of the Jews, there have
been many communities who were able to withstand
the pressures of their surroundings, and keep their
faith in the midst of the most hostile environments.
Among the histories of oppressed communities, the
history of the Mashadi Community in the Allah-dadi
incident has many unique characteristics. In this
incident, which happened in 1839, the community
was attacked by a hostile mob and was given the
choice of either being destroyed completely or to
abandom Judaism. The following are some
characteristics of this history that should be
highlighted:

- Mashadi Jews constituted a very small
community. According to the available documents,
due to the migration of the majority of the
population to Harat and other cities within and
without Iran, after the Allah-dadi incident, the total
number of Mashadi Jews left in Mashad until 1857
did not exceed 50 families. This number did not
change drastically until the return of Jews from
Harat during the horrible "Baba Ghodrat" event 20
years later.

- Due to the delicate geographical location of the
Jewish neighborhood at Mashad, the residents of
these areas were, for many years, under the doubtful
watch of their non-Jewish neighbors. Jews would be
blamed and sometimes attacked for every
unfortunate incident, and their survival as a
community under such circumstances, at many times,
seemed like a miracle.

Now, one hundred and fifty years after the
Allah-dadi incident, we stand once again as a proud
and successful community. We should commemorate
the proud history of our ancestors in Mashad, and
teach it to our children. If we can understand how
our forefathers were able to survive the trials of
time and the hostility of man in such harsh
surroundings, maybe we can learn valuable lessons,
and use that knowledge for the success of the
community in the future.

The survival and success of Mashadi Jews as a
cummunity is probably due to the following reasons:

- The ultimate decision of the social and
religious leaders of the community in regards to the
Allah-dadi incident was the right one. Even though
differences of opinion between social and religious

S8
e

EDITORIAL

\

leaders sometimes suggests that only one of the two
could be right, experience has proved that ultimately
it was the combination of the leadership and advice
of both that was instrumental in the survival of the
community in such an environment. Maimonides, in
the article "Igeret Taiman" from his book "Igeret
Moshe" suggests a similar course of action for the
Jews of Yemen. It is appropriate to acknowledge
the spiritual leadership and guidance of such
individuals as Mollah Yousef Bassal and
Mollah Morad, among others.

- Even though differences of opinion existed
among the community members, at critical moments
they were all united, and followed the advice of
their leaders. This was due tQ the existence of a
third moderate group that brought the two sides
closer to each other.

- Women played a very important role in
keeping the Jewish tradition alive in such hostile
surroundings, and therefore, greatly contributed to
it’s survival. It was the devotion of the women in
keeping the tradition at home that prevented the
men from abandoning their religion altogether. The
tireless efforts of "Rachel Mashateh,” whose religious
advice to the young girls in her house-to-house
visits are worthy of praise and appreciation.

- Whenever the community faced a threat from
the outside, there were always brave and devoted
individuals who stood up and saved the community
from disaster. A woman by the name of "Karbalai
Gohar" is a good example of such extraordinary
personalities.

- Members of the community, having established
a good name through their honesty and
trustworthiness in their business dealings, were
always favored by some of their non-Jewish
neighbors with whom they had close contacts. These
neighbors often became attracted to the community
and felt sympathetic towards it. In many instances,
these same neighbors came to the aid of the
community. The help of Mirza Davoud Baghal
during mob incitements of Sheik Ebrahim in 1903 is
a clear example of such cases.

It is appropriate in this year of commemoration
of Allah-dadi to glorify these great individuals, and
to appreciate their immense contributions to our
survival as a community. We honor their memory.
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

The following issues were reviewed in the recent
Board of Directors meetings:

1- Contributions to Hazoloh Volunteer
Ambulance Service:

Shaare Tova will contribute $5,000 to this
organization. As requested by the principals of
Hazoloh, every member of our community will be
encouraged to participate in this mitzvah
individually and make contributions to this
organization, which performs such valuable and
life-saving services.

2- Matters concerning the Talmud-Torah
sub-committee.

3- The development of the Old-Age home in
Israel.

4- Allocation of 10% of proceeds from high
holiday (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) pledges
for Israel.

5- Donations to charity organizations:

As it is customary on Pesach, a substantial
amount of donations were distributed to various
charities.

6- Needs of the Cultural Sub-committee of the
Central Board of Israel, and allocation of $12,000
for the purpose of a scholarship fund for
outstanding Iranian students in Israel.

7- Needs of the Youth Committee, and granting
them permission to rent an office to centralize and
coordinate the activities of their 18 different
sub-committees.

8- Financial help for maintenance and restoration
of the Kew Gardens "Eruv."

9- Condition of the Shaare Tova Gym and plans
to repair the Gymnasium floor.

Reported by Bahram Kamali

SISTERHOOD REPORT

1- Through a fund raising party, held last
December for the benefit of Israeli soldiers, a sum
of $21,000 was collected from the community. This
sum was presented to Ms. Geraldine Katz, a
representative of Friends of the Israel Defense
Forces Organization, and was sent to Israel. After
deliberation with the Sisterhood members and the
above organization, it was agreed to use the
collected funds to build a library in the area of Har
Livnim Educational Center of Lower Galilee (near
Carmel). The library will be available for the use
of wounded soldiers and other active soldiers of the
Israel Defence Forces. The sign in the entrance to
the library will read: "Donated by the Mashadi
Community of New York, by the efforts of the
Sisterhood of Congregation Shaare Tova."

2- For Ilanot, baskets of fresh and dried fruits
were prepared for Talmud-Torah students.

3- Sewing classes were arranged for girls over
the age of 11. These classes are held Sundays at
12:30 pm.

4- A Little league baseball team has been formed
in a joint effort with the Youth Committee. A full
report is presented in the Youth Committee Report.

5- A Purim party for children was held on
Sunday, March 19th in the reception hall of Shaare
Tova.

Reported by Janet Etessami
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Help to Hazoloh - Volunteer Ambulance Service:
Following the request for donations to the
Hazoloh organization in previous issues of Megillah,
a considerable number of informed individuals in
our community responded with their generous
contributions. All the proceeds ($6,924) were turned
over to Hazoloh on behalf of the community.

Upon accepting contributions, Hazoloh
coordinators urged all members of our community to
be aware of the existence of such a valuable service
in our neighborhood, and insisted that donations
should come from individuals rather than the
synagogue, so that everyone is fully aware of
Hazoloh services and calls upon them at times of
real emergency.

I Seri Mashadi Hi (Allah-dadi
Anniversary):

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
Allah-dadi incident of Mashad, in which the entire
population of Mashadi Jews were forced to abandon
Judaism, and to study the unique history of our
community, a series of lectures has been organized
that are being conducted every Shabbat after the
Shaharit services in the Youth Minyan.

In the first session on February 18, Mr. Haroun
Kohanim spoke about the book which was recently
put together from the memoirs of Mr. Faradjollah
Nasrollahoff Levy. Mr. Kohanim encouraged the
youth to study this book and to see how our fathers
survived under the most difficult conditions. Mr.
Behrouz Dilmanian was the second speaker of the
series. He also examined the lives of our fathers
through some interesting stories of our community in
Mashad. The third speaker of the lecture series, Mr.
Louis Ebrani, reviewed the history of Talmud-Torah
studies in the community. In the next session, Mr.
Edward Dilamani spoke about the role of women in
the preservation of our religion and heritage. The
fifth lecture, by Mr. Mehran Bassali, was about the
Baba Ghodrat incident. The story of the Jews of
Harat who were detained and imprisoned in Mashad.
Dr. Youssef Hakimian, the sixth speaker of the
series, spoke about the history of elementry
education in the community.

The Shaare Tova Youth Committee invites all
interested individuals to partake in these lecture
series, which continue with a new speaker every
Shabbat.

Ping Pong Tournament

Twelve teams participated in the mixed doubles
Table Tennis (Ping Pong) Tournament, held in the
beginning of April. The team of William Hakimi
and Nasi Aziz won the championship. Herzl and
Shirin Hakimi became second, and the third prize
went to Farid Aziz and Shoshanah Levian.

Trip To Israel:

The sixth annual trip to Israel has been planned
for the summer of 1989. This trip which is
supervised by Mr. Mirza Aghajan Nassimi has been
one of the most successful programs of the Shaare
Tova Youth Committee. Over the last five years,
more than 150 people from our youth have traveled
to Israel through this program.

This year’s trip is planned for June 28 through
July 18. Due to the limited space in the tour,
interested people (16 years or older) are urged to
register with the Youth Committee as soon as

possible.
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f Isracl Awareness Program:

The Youth Committee, with the cooperation of
the Betar Organization, held weekly classes to
increase awareness of the youth on matters
concerning the cultural, political, and economical
aspects of the modern State of Israel. The first term
of classes, which were held every Sunday at the
Shaare Tova Library, was concluded before the
Pesach holiday. The next term of these classes, in
which aside from history, current conditions of Israel
and her relationship with her neighbors will be
discussed and reviewed, will resume after the
Summer holidays. Those interested in registering for
these classes can contact members of the Youth
Committee.

Ski Trip:

More than 150 people participated in the annual
Ski Trip which was held on Sunday, March 5th.
This year the trip was to Bellaire Mountains in
Upstate New York. Youth as young as 11
participated in this sport event.

Little League Baseball:
The Shaare Tova Youth Committee, in
cooperation with the Sisterhood is recruiting baseball
players between the ages of 8 and 13 to compete

against teams of other synagogues in Queens and
Long Island. This joint effort, which is under the
supervision of Mr. Joel Ibrahimoff, is not only a
sports activity, but also emphasizes the importance
of responsibility and the benefits of team work and
cooperation. For further information please contact
Mr. Ibrahimoff at (718) 846-0803.

A new center for the Youth Committee

The Youth Committee has recently leased an
office near the Shaare Tova Synagogue to organize
and coordinate the activities of it’s many different
sub-committees. This office, which was rented with
the approval of the Central Board, will be equipped
with a telephone, computer, copy machine,
typewriter and fax machine, and will also be the
new home of Megillah. All the documents and
articles of Megillah will be stored in an archive at
this center, and all the activities for the prepration
and mailing of the publication will be centralized in
this new office.

-

Holocaust Memorial Ceremony

The seventh annual Holocaust Memorial
Ceremony (NN DY) was held on tuesday may
2nd at the Shaare Tova Complex. This program
which is in memory of the six million Jews who
perished in the hands of the Nazis in World War II,
included a presentation of two short films, and
speeches by Rabbi Ben Chaim and Dr. Farrokh
Dilmanian. The Evening’s guest speaker was Mr.
Henry Levy who, as a survivor of the Nazi era,
gave an eyewitness account of German atrocities in
the concentration camps. Mr. Levy described the
condition of the camps in which he was a prisoner
after he was captured by the Nazis while escaping
from Greece at the age of 13. After his speech, six
candles, each in the memory of one million Jews,
were kindled by six people at the ceremony.

In order to keep the memory of the six million
Jews alive, the Youth Committee plans similar
memorial services every year.

Reported by Bernard Levy
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HIRING:

Looking for receptionist, light bookkeeping, light
handling of computer, full time, permanent job,

good salary.
Call Hooshang Aziz
Office: 201-867-1010
Home: 516-482-0796

Megilla Page 39

N

COMMUNITY NEWS

- We are happy to announce that an Ambulance
at the cost of over $80,000 has been donated to
Hazoloh (Vounteer Ambulance Service) by Mr. and
Mrs. Mirza Aghajan Nassimi and their family. We
wish Mr. and Mrs. Nassimi health and prosperity,
and hope that other members of our community
follow the lead of this generous family, and make
contributions to the Hazoloh Organization to ensure
a continued and reliable service when emergencies
arise.

= In July 1988, our community’s own Ronniel
Levy won two medals in Karate at the Elitzuria
Games, held in Israel.

The Elitzuria Games, similar to the Olympics, is
a sporting event held to symbolize the unity of the
Jewish people. Thousands of athletes, representing
Jewish communities all over the world, competed in
these games. The opening ceremonies were held on
July 25 at Biranat Hasuttan.

Ronniel Levy, representing the United States,
won a gold medal in Okata (form), and a silver
medal in Team Kumite (team sparring).

The games lasted one week. After the games,
the athletes went on a one week tour of Israel,
hosted by the international Elitzuria Foundation.
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TALMUD-TORAH COMMITTEE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1- Talmud-Torah classes are held for 6-12 year
olds every Sunday from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm, and
on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Shaare
Tova Synagogue. Please encourage your children to
attend these classes.

2- Bar-mitzvah preparation classes are held by
Mr. Avi Nissanian for the youth every Sunday from
9:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Shaare Tova Synagogue.
A second class is also being held at the Great Neck
Synagogue from 12:00 to 2:00 pm. Interested
individuals are urged to attend these classes.

3- Hebrew and Talmud-Torah classes are held at
the Great Neck Synagogue for the youth from 7 to
12 years of age twice a week. Sundays from 12:00
to 2:00 pm, and Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.
The children’s promptness would be appreciated.

4- A third minyan (for the youth) is held on
Shabbat and holidays starting at 9:30 am at the
Shaare Tova Library. This minyan has been in
session for three years now. Please encourage the
attendance of your 10 to 15 year old boys. The
minyans will serve as good educational preparation
for the future.

Reported by Haroon Kohanim
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THE HISTORY OF MASHADI JEWS
by Yaghoub Dilmanian (97)
(Translated by Houshang Nematzadeh)

Part III: Continued from the previous issue

I originally had intended to name this book "The
History of the Israelites of Mashad," but later I
realized that others do not confirm the hypothesis
that some descendants of the Lost Ten Tribes of
Israel are among the Jewish people of Northern
Iran. Therefore, I changed the name to "The History
of Mashadi Jews."

A point to discuss here is that the Jewish people
have had sad histories throughout the 2000 years of
diaspora in every country and town. The ancestors
of today’s Jewish nation kept their faith and did not
convert in spite of the atrocities, tortures and hard
pressure, for several reasons. One of the reasons for
their survival was that because of being different
and under pressure, they did not stand to the "class”
of the gentiles around them, and therefore the
gentiles considered them of low class and did not
accept them in their societies. This fact kept the
Jewish people toghether and prevented their
assimilations amongst the gentiles. The history of
our community confirms this point. If the Moslems
were more accepting and accomodating, probably a
large group would have been attracted to Islam.

We owe the survival of our community to the
following five reasons:

1- Strong opposition of the women to abandoning
our religion.

2- Settlement of some of the Harati Jews in
Mashad at the time of the Baba Ghodrat incident.

3- The translation of the Torah into Farsi by
Fazel Khan Hamedani.

4- The persecution and poor treatment of the
community by the local Moslem population.

5- Religious freedom and good treatment of
minorities during the reign of Reza Shah.

I have divided the history of our community to
six specific periods as follows:

First Period: From the immigration of some
members of the Jewish community of Ghazvin to
Mashad, during the late stages of the reign of Nader
Shah Afshar in 1747, until the Allah-Dadi incident
in 1839. I have named this period, about 92 years
in duration, the "Israeli Period."

Second Period: From the Allah-Dadi incident
until the release of the prisoners of Rabat Baba
Ghodrat in 1857. I have named this 18-year period
"the Period of Fear."

Third Period: From the Release of the Rabat
Baba Ghodrat prisoners until the beginning of the
travels to Russia by members of the community. I
call this period "the Recovery Period," because the

faithful members of our community r
lost grounds and some synagogues were reopened.

Fourth Period: From some community member’s
travels to Russia until their mass return to Mashad
after the Bolshevik Revolution in 1918. I call this
the "Demand for Religous Tolerance Period,"
because some members of the community
experienced the great feeling of open religious
observance by the members of the Herati,
Boukharai, and Samarghandi Jewish communities
during their travels. This period lasted about 61
years.

Fifth Period: From the return of some members
of the community from Russia until the incident of
the second day of Passover in 5706 (1945). This
period lasted about 28 years, and I have named it
"The Liberation Period," because the members of our
community openly observed all aspects of Jewish
religion.

Sixth Period: From the occurance on the second
day of Passover in 5706 to the mass immigration to
Tehran. I have called this "The Immigration Period."

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize the
following details:

1- During the course of this book I will make an
attempt to trace the origins of last names and
ancestors of members of our community.

2- Although this book will mainly focus on the
history of the Mashadi community, some details of
the history of the Herati Community will also be
discussed, since these two communities had common
ties.

3- Some authors and historians have refered to
earlier versions of this book or have included some
excerpts in their writtings. Among them, Mr.
Soleiman Cohen Sedgh and Dr. Habib Levi. I would
recommend Dr. Levi’s book, entitled "History of
Jews of Iran," as the best study and writings on the
subject. In addition, Dr. Fisher took a rough
Hebrew translation of this book, when he was in
Tehran, for his future refrence in preparation of his
upcoming book on the origins of Middle Eastern
Jews. I understand that Dr. Fisher also obtained a
Farsi text of this book from Mr. Mordekhai Zar, in
Israel, for the same purpose.
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1) Many years ago, a farmer had a square field.
He sold a quarter of his land to buy farm
equipment. After his death, on his will, he asked
his 4 children to get exactly the same shape and size
land each.

Can you help them divide the land among them?
(Fig. 1)

2) Arrange 24 match sticks as shown (Fig. 2). The
pattern forms 9 squares. Remove 8 of the match
sticks in such a way as to leave only 2 squares.

3) Arrange eight toothpicks as shown (Fig. 3).
Place a button in the square for an eye. Suddenly
our toothpick Tuna sees a shark! He must turn
around and swim for his life. Can you move 3 of
the toothpicks, and the button, to new locations so
that our fish will be swimming to the left?

4) For our fellow scientists:

Drop a small ice cube in a half filled glass of water.
Next get a 12 inch long piece of thread. The puzzle
is to remove the ice cube from the glass using only
the string as a lifting device. You can NOT tie a
loop in the string, and you can NOT touch the ice
cube with your fingers.

FUN and GAMES
by Leon Ebrani

Fig. 1 \> | Fig. 2 ﬁ :
Fig. 3 /> / Fig.4U

5) Here is a pretty geometric puzzle that is easier
than it looks. The center of the circle is at O. The
angle at AOC is 90 degrees. The line AB is parallel
to the line OD, and the line AO is parallel to BC.
The segment OC is S inches long, and segment CD is
1 inch long. Your challenge is to determine the
length of AC. (Fig. 4)

Answers on page 32
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The human mind is probably the greatest mystery
in the whole universe. With current research,
volumes after volumes can be written about the
brain, yet our knowledge is only the tip of the
iceberg. The capabilities of the human mind is
infinite, as illustrated by one of the most
extraordinary scientific minds of our time, Stephen
Hawking.

A British physicist, Hawking is also known for
other reasons besides his intelligence. He is
afflicted with a crippling disease called Amytrophic
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), more commonly known as
Lew Gehrig’s disease. The disease does not allow
him to read or speak clearly. He works out of a
wheelchair with no facial or manual control. Yet,
Stephen Hawking is the Lucatian Professor of
Mathematics at Cambridge University. A post held
by the likes of Isaac Newton and Paul Dirac.
Hawking is compared by many to Albert Einstein in
mental capability. His revolutionary work in
cosmology (see his recent book for non-specialists:
"A Brief History of Time - From the Big Bang to
Black Holes," 1988) has brought him world-wide
fame.

Societies breed geniuses. If one looks at the
backgrounds of most great men, there are many
similarities to be found. One important element is
the encouragement and support of the family and
society. Stephen Hawking, for example, decided to
become a scientist at the age of 8, and a
mathematician and a physicist by the age of 14. If
it was not for the encouragement of his family,
friends and tutors, Hawking would never have
finished his post-graduate work. He had been told
that he had only a few years to live.

Of course, there are other factors involved in the
making of a genius. An analytic, organized and
disciplined frame of mind is a good starting ground.
Education plays a primary role as well. An analytic
mind is a waste if information is not fed into it.
For example, Michelangelo had to learn human
anatomy before he could create his sculptures.
Einstein could not have written his theory of
relativity if he had not learned about Newton’s laws
of motion, among other theories. Hawking could not
have become a genius in cosmology if he had not
studied Einstein’s theory of relativity and quantum
mechanics.

-

INTELLIGENCE: WHO QUALIFIES AS A
GENIUS
by Shahram Aziz, Ph.D.

Thomas Edison, who probably had more creative
ideas than anyone, once said "genius is 1 percent
inspiration and 99 percent perspiration." The
willingness to work hard and give it all you got is
also a very important element of higher intelligence.
No scientist, musician or even acrobat could acheive
greatness without untold hours of reading,
practicing, and training.

At one time, intelligence was regarded as
genetically determined. But now we realize that
genetic factors only determine the likelihood of a
person acquiring certain traits or abilities and that
environmental factors, such as the amount of
opportunity and encouragement to learn, determine
the extent to which these traits or abilities actually
develop. For example, how we talk is not
genetically determined. What is genetically
determined is the capacity for speech. Thus, we see
how important the correct environmental factors are
to the development of intelligence.

So, we can assume that a failure to learn is more
likely to be based on cultural factors rather than
genetic ones. Sitting by the piano does not in itself
make someone another Aaron Copeland, but a child
that is not in close proximity of a piano does not
have the opportunity to find out whether there is a
great composer or player hidden within him or her.

Intelligence is developed in healthy educational
atmospheres. The role of a teacher or mentor is
pivotal. Parents are teachers as much as professors
are, and a good teacher can facilitate much more
than higher intelligence.

It has been estimated that the human brain,
respective of its size (there is a very poor
correlation between intelligence and brain size)
could hold at least 1000 times as much information
in the pathways connecting its cells, as the
containings of the worlds’s largest encyclopedia. No
limit has ever been found to the amount the brain
can learn. Each healthy brain, therefore, should
have the capacity for genius, as any other brain. It
is the environment that will be the deciding factor.

Each person is born with his or her own unique
potential, but only through formative experience can
that potential be realized. If genius is the synonym
of higher intelligence and intelligence can be
developed, then any one of us is capable of

becoming a genius at something. /

-

Having come to this new land, we, the Mashadis,
have encountered a bothersome phenomenon: "the
Jew of many faces!" Only in America can one be a
Jew, but still be worlds apart as far as ideals,
beliefs and practices. Of course, I'm referring to the
many types of Jewish movements prevalent in
America, such as the Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform, Traditionalists and Reconstructionist.
Fortunately, we the Jews of Mashad, can boast that
we have never allowed our different levels of
observance cause a split amongst us. We are all
unified in our belief in the Divinity of the Holy
Torah, and at the same time we truly treasure our
community’s long held minhagim. Each of us strives
to observe the Torah laws in the manner of our
parents and blessed spiritual leaders of the past,
while adhering to the Golden Rule of "following the
path in the middle of the road" by avoiding
fanaticism.

This leads us to the discussion of Kashruth,
"Mashadi style." Again we are faced with the
problem of ascertaining what constitutes "kosher” in

" America! Is "Glatt" a creation of the American

genius? Is it just a ploy by the "bearded ones" to
make a fortune based on our ignorance, or is it
really superior qulity meat? As a service to my
dear community, I decided to research this subject
and in the process spoke at length with experts in
the field, starting at the slaughterhouse.

Here are my findings:

The term "Glatt" simply means smooth. For the
meat of animal to be labeled as "Glatt Kosher," the
lungs must be smooth and free of adhesions.
Therefore, as was our practice in Iran, a two step
examination is conducted following the ritual
slaughter (or shechita) of every animal. The first
step is an internal examination whereby the lungs
are stroked, and by feeling them it is determined
whether there are any bumps or adhesions. But
what exactly is an "adhesion" you might ask? A
common ailment amongst animals is a Tuberculosis
type of disease, which creates tiny holes in the
animal’s lungs. However, their immune system
normally initiates a process whereby they can heal
themselves. The lung actually grows extra layers of

IS GLATT KOSHER MEAT
REALLY BETTER?
by Larry Levian

skin in an effort to seal the punctured holes. This
extra layer of skin is called "adhesion." The second
step of the examination is to cut out the lung and to
blow it up like a balloon. By immersing it into
water and checking for bubbles, it can be
determined whether there are still any unsealed
holes in the lungs. If there is a hole, the meat is
considered "terefa" and the animal is sold to
nonkosher butchers only. If there were adhesions
(meaning that the animal at one time had the
disease), but no bubbles were seen during the second
step, the animal is assumed to have successfully
healed itself by regenerating tissue, and the meat
meets the standards of "kosher" butchers. However,
the criteria for "Glatt Kosher" is met only if the
animal never had adhesions, meaning that it had
never contracted the disease. Only perfectly healthy
animals can pass the rigid requirements of "Glatt." I
was even told that if the animal was frail (or
sickly), but could still walk up a ramp, it was
eligible as "kosher” but rejected as "Glatt Kosher."

. There were many other cases such as a broken rib

which was acceptable to "kosher” butchers, but not
to "Glatt Kosher" ones. I was shocked to find out
that only 4 out of every 100 animals meet the strict
and uncompromising standards of "Glatt Kosher"
meat!

There is no doubt that both "Glatt Kosher" and
"Kosher" meat meet the standard USDA requirements
set by the U.S. Government. However, every expert,
with whom I spoke, admitted that "Glatt Kosher"
meat surely passes far more stringent requirements
than any other type of meat sold! To qualify for
"Glatt," the animal must have been perfetly healthy
before slaughter; free of any deformities, fully
active, and have never even cotracted any ailments
or diseases in the past. Therefore, based on my
lengthy inquiries and research into this matter, I
have plainly concluded that "Glatt Kosher" meat is
sperior.

Besides the superiority of the meat, there is a far
more important reason to eat *Glatt Kosher." By
eating "Glatt", we can be sure that we have not
transgressed the ever so important Torah
commandments prohibiting the consumption of blood
and forbidden fat. One who purposely ignores these
commandments is subject to devastating "Karet"
penalty. The Torah requires that we drain the blood )
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.of the meat before consumption. This is done by
soaking and salting the meat, or by broiling it over
an open flame. However, if the meat remains
unsoaked and unsalted for a long time, or if it is
frozen before the salting process, the blood congeals
and it can no longer be easily drained. Meat bought
from a "Kosher" butcher has no restriction as to the
amount of time it is left unsoaked and unsalted.
"Glatt Kosher" meat on the other hand does have
this restriction! It must be soaked and salted within
a maximum of 72 hours after Schechita, before
being sold to the consumer. As for the forbidden
fat, it too is removed by "Glatt Kosher" butchers
before the meat reaches the consumer. The fat that
we sometimes find on the meat which we buy from
"Glatt Kosher" butchers is permissable fat!
Nevertheless, many conscientious Mashadi women
cut out this fat as well. Because of the extra cost
involved, the ordinary Kosher shops, on the other

N

is therefore very likely that a young woman who has
no experience in taking out the forbidden fat, may
feed it to her family and commit a serious
transgression because of her ignorance.

In light of all the facts mentioned above,
Shouldn’t "Glatt Kosher" be the obvious choice for
all of us? Considering the fact that an average
family consumes no more than 20 to 40 pounds of
red meat a month, can the 50 cents to one dollar
price differential really be the reason why some of
us don’t eat "Glatt?"

Finally, I must add that eating "Glatt Kosher"
meat is not an Ashkenazic custom, or even a
creation of the American genious. Quite the
contrary, it has always been a treasured minhag of
the Mashadis and a true Sephardic tradition. It is a
choice that satisfies our desire for the finer things in
life, pleases the spirit of our ancestors for following

Births:

Farrokh & Diana Hakimian
Isaac & Mojgan kashizadeh
Saeed & Esther Davoudian
Massoud & Shahla Hakimian
Jacob & Sima Kohanpour
Sammy & Miriam Hajiby
Moses & Violet Hajiby
Michael & Jacqueline Nickfarjam
Bahram & Shulamit Khordian
Daryoush & Flore Charkhi
Albert & Dalia Levian

Joseph & Nilly Hematian
Hassan-Agha & Diana Namdar
Farzin & Rozita Ebrani

MAZEL TOV
Collected by: Haroon Kohanim

Weddings:

Albert & Mojgan Khorsandi
Jacomo & Rozita Hadjiby
Ramin & Ronita Kalaty

Vali & Honey Ebrani
Shahrokh & Mojgan Leviem
Hertzel & Esther Soleimani
George & Marina Dilamani
Ramin & Rebecca Mardkhai
Allen & Dalia Erfanian

Avi & Liza Ebrahimoff
Henry & Dory Azizoff
Hamid & Hengameh Sharif Azad
Behnam & Rina Pouratarian
Albert & Sara Karmeli
Majid & Monika Zerovabeli
Fariborz & Angela Hematian
Maurice & Hedika Azizi
Scott & Ruth Bienstock

in their footsteps, and best of all meets with

hand, do not feel obligated to remove the blood and
Heavenly approval!

the forbidden fat from the meat. Unfortunately, it
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- MEGILLAH CONGRADULATES THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF TWO NEW NEWSLETTERS IN THE COMMUNITY:

The first is "Yod Gimel Plus Newsletter", published by
the Shaare Tova Third Minyan, which is formed by the
Bar-Mitzvah boys of the community.

The second is "HaChodesh," a monthly
newsletter/calendar. HaChodesh will be a second
publication of the Mashadi Youth Committee along with
Megillah. It will complement Megillah by informing the
community, on a monthly basis, about activities sponsored
by the Youth Committee, and other community-related
events scheduled for each month.

Megillah wishes success for these publications.
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Boys:
Sammy & Mina Namdar
Simone & Sandy Kamali
Ram & Anna Moheban
Gita & Khosrow Levi
Eby & Ruby Kohanian
Aziz & Rozita Bassaleli
Benny & Gilda Rahmanan
Massoud & Mitra Sabzevari
Farajollah & Farideh Kashi-Malak
Michael & Farzaneh Hajioff
Benny & Dalia Yaghoubi
Joseph & Rina Mardkhai
Ruben & Ophra Gad
Manouchehr & Norma Namdar
Bijan & Mitra Namdar
Massoud & Kathrine Bani-Livi
Morris & Esther Levian

Bar-mitzvahs:
Pedram, son of Mr. & Mrs. Iraj Nemati
Doron, son of Mr. & Mrs. David Nassimiha
Adam, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Bahram Hakimian

Joe Namdar & Noga Levian

Joseph Namdar & Dina Ismaili -
Behrouz Hematian & Janet Bakhshi
Edmond Hakimian & Natali Hakim
Edward Roubeni & Siphora Nassimiha
Albert Bassal & Mary Gohari

Edison Khorsandi & Sima Hakimi
Danny Namdar & Mahshid Bassali
Mordekhai (Moti) Kohanim & Nilly Rahmani
David & Suzy Hakimian

Eddy Bassalian & Sylvia Zarovabeli

Michael & Hily Aziz
Shahrokh & Nejla Shirian
Kouroush & Shideh Tavazo

ToS™

ANSWERS TO FUN and GAMES:

m 1to A 5
mean DY X

N/ <\c
. L

Lay the middle of the string across the top
of the ice cube. Pour some salt on top of
both. The salt will cause the ice to melt,
and the water will freeze around the string.

5_

OC=5 and CD=1, soOD=6
OD = OB = 6 = Radius

AC = OB = 6 = Diameter of Rectangle
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1- Mr. Teenage writes: "My friends and I are
quite fond of going out and having a good time.
We go out to movies, bars, discos, restaurants and
various other places every night except Friday
nights. Since we feel the necessity and the urge to
go out more often, we need your advice on what to
do."

Dear Teenage: I really do symathize with you
for the fact that you cannot go out and "hodor"
more than that. I feel that it is a very tragic
problem. I will immediately take action and contact
the congress and the senate, and request that they
pass a bill to change the calendar system. It is more
convenient and logical for a week to consist of 10
days rather than 7 days. With this new calendar
system you could go out more often, 9 times a week.

2- A few people, young and old have complained
to us and written: "Why are we constantly reminded
not to speak "Lashon Hara" and make rumors. It is
our favorite pastime and conversation material. In
addition, it is absolutely useless to start studying and
reading books and newspapers in order to find
interesting subjects to talk about. Reading books
and newspapers is very boring and anti-social, but
carrying on a conversation about an absent party is
a lot of fun!"

In response to these few letters, I must say that I
agree and add that gossip is in fact essential.
Psychologists and sociologists believe that by
gossiping you unconsciously manifest your hidden
emotions and release built-up tension. Another
point they emphasize is that humiliating another
person and making him seem bad and inferior
elevates the ego of the gossiper. I recommend to all
of you not to stop speaking "Lashon Hara" because
it is necessary for a healthy personality. As a
matter of fact, just last night, I was having a
wonderful time speaking behind your backs, and
making up rumors about all of you.

3- Dear Mr. Chutzpa: I am very aware of your
current situation. I have encountered such problems
myself. Whenever I am invited to a wedding or a
party, and I find out that the table assigned to my
friends and I is not in a good location, I simply
switch the number with that of a desirable table.
But the last time I tried to make the switch, the
number was glued to the table and I could not
remove it. I find this very rude and impolite of the

&

FAKE LETTERS TO THE FAKE EDITOR

hosts. I think that the members of the community
should be educated about social etiquetttes. It is
very disrespectful and selfish of the hosts to
purposely stick the number signs to the tables to
prevent the guests from switching them.

4- Miss Curious writes: "My parents frequently
compare their childhood to mine. They constantly
remind me that when they were my age they had to
struggle to earn a living. But now that lifestyles
have changed, I should appreciate the comfortable
and care-free life that I lead. I wonder, what will
I, as a parent, tell my children in the year 2020!"

Dear curious: It is very simple. The following
are a few examples of things you might say to your
children to illustrate the contrast between your
childhood and theirs:

- Did you know that in the old days we
were so poor that our parties and ceremonies
consisted of only 1,000 to 1,500 guests. Not
like now-a-days that our parties are held in a
stadium with 10,000 guests.

- You kids have a very easy life these days.
In our times we had to finish high school
before we could start working. But now, you
have a head start! After learning to read and
write for a year, you go into business
immediately.

- You know, son, this town of Great Neck
that we reside in now used to have a population
of Americans. We bought all of their houses
and made such a commotion that they all
moved away. Now the whole town belongs to
us.

- Did you know that the Megilla newsletter
used to be published 3 to 4 times a year.
Unlike now that it is published once every four
years.

.
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MEMO FROM A CHILD é
TO: PARENTS

1- Don’t spoil me. I know quite well that I
ought not to have all I ask - I'm only testing you.

2- Don’t be afraid to be firm with me. I prefer
it, it makes me feel secure.

3- Don’t let me form bad habits. I have to rely
on you to detect them in the early stages.

4- Don’t make me feel smaller than I am. It
only makes me behave stupidly "big".

5- Don’t correct me in front of people if you can
help it. I'll take much more notice if you talk
quietly with me in private.

6- Don’t make me feel that my mistakes are sins.
It upsets my sense of values.

7- Don’t protect me from consequences. I need
to learn the painful way sometimes.

8- Don’t be too upset when I say "I hate you".
Sometimes it isn’t you I hate but your power to
thwart me.

9- Don’t take too much notice of my small
ailments. Sometimes they get me the attention I
need.

10- Don’t nag. If you do, I shall have to protect
myself by appearing deaf.
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11- Don’t forget that I cannot explain myself as
well as I should like. That is why I’'m not always
accurate.

12- Don’t put me off when I ask questions. If
you do, you will find that I stop asking and seek my
information elsewhere.

13- Don’t be inconsistent. That completely
confuses me and makes me lose faith in you.

14- Don’t tell me my fears are silly. They are
terribly real and you can do much to reassure me if
you try to understand.

15- Don’t ever suggest that you are perfect or
infallible. It gives me too great a shock when I
discover that you are neither.

16- Don’t ever think that it is beneath your
dignity to apologize to me. An honest apology
makes me feel surprisingly warm towards you.

17- Don’t forget I love experimenting. I couldn’t
get along without it, so please put up with it.

18- Don’t forget how quickly I am growing up.
It must be very difficult for you to keep pace with
me, but please do try.

19- Don’t forget that I don’t thrive without lots
of love and understanding, but I don’t need to tell
you, do I?

20- Please keep yourself fit and healthy. I need
you.

SUCCESS

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of
intelligent people and the affection of children; to
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure
the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty;
to find the best in others; to leave the world a little
better place than we found it, whether by a healthy
child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition;
to know even one life breathed easier because you
lived. This is to have succeeded.

Anonymous

4
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NEW MINCHA MINYAN
MAP PUBLISHED

The 1989 Mincha Minyan Map for the New York
metropolitan area, published by the Community
Services Division of Agudath Israel of America, is
now available to the public.

The location map/directory lists 62 locations in
midtown and downtown Manhattan where mincha
services are held during the working day, as well as
six addresses in downtown Brooklyn, and additional
sites in Washington Heights, the Bronx, Queens,
Long Island, New Jersey, and Westchester.

Each address is listed along with the time of the
minyan, a contact person and a phone number for
more information.

The directory, now in its 16th edition, is
available through the Agudath Israel offices at 84
William Street in New York (tel. 212-797-9000).

COMPUTER SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE
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WE ARE...
by Tedi Kashi-Nejad

We are islands

in the ocean of loneliness
where we lose each other.
We are birds

in the immensity of the sky.
We are rafts

in the infinity of the sea.
Our love turns on the guiding light
in the darkness

until the fog comes down,
and I don’t see you anymore.
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"BE HOLY TO ME"
by Larry Levian

A royal command to every Jew,
Comes from Ha-Shem for us to do,

You shall be Holy, "be Holy to Me",
For 1 Ha-Shem, am Holy you see,

Our comings and goings, what’s it about?
A Jew should reason, but never doubt,

The words are clear, the message Divine
By turning to Holy, You’ll all be Mine,

Down here is evil, a bottomless pit,
Up there the lights, forever are lit,

To gather here, is worth the least,
Your settle there, is one big feast,

The idea, is then to climb,
The elevation, can take some time,

By leaving your sins, back here behind,
The highway to Heaven, is easy to find,

"Be Holy To Me", you’ll never regret,
A future so cozy, it’s yours to get!!

ad
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ATTENTION GRADUATES

The Higher Education Sub-committee requests the
1988-89 graduates and/or their parents to come
forward and help us along for the annual
commencement ceremony held at the Shaare Tova
Synagogue.

Please assist us by filling out the form below.
We would also appreciate any other education
performance records or information you might want
to disclose, such as High School S.A.T. grades.

Name

Address

Telephone

School

Degree

Extra-curricular
activities

Goals

Comments

Grade point average

Please mail this form to:

Mashadi Youth Committee
P.O. Box 40
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Megilla Page 26




Squires of Great Neck

&

1S now
v A% Since 1951
oYL
A0
\ Jb”l”l

Kosher Family Restaurant and Caterers

Under strict rabbinical supervision of the Kashruth Supervisors Union Rabbi Harry Lax, Pres.

Looking for a new concept in catering?
"An array of Israeli Gourmet Specialties”

For your Entertainment, Squires will now feature LIVE ENTERTAINMENT on
Saturday evenings.
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HIRING:
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Secretarial job available.

For information please
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FOR SALE:

3 bedroom, 3 Bathroom Apartment in Silver Tower
on high floor, ‘marble entrance, formal dining room,
eat in kitchen (asking price $325,000).

For more information please call after 5 PM at

718-261-9262
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Israel 3,562,000 Ly Canada 310,000 buS

Turkey 20,000 o5 5 UsS. 5,700,000 sz VLI

Iran 28,000 ol ! Mexico 35,000 &by 550

India 4,200 Ol sl Columbia 6,500 LealS

Japan-Hong Kong 2,000 S8 ZLaa ol Venezuela 20,000 5‘53’}3:

Yemen 1,000 o= Bolivia-Equador 1,600 Pl g

Peru 4,000 )

Brasil 100,000 Jir

e pilile G Chile 17,000 9

Paraguay-Uruguay 5,800 S5y 0 8800

Australia 77,000 (RIPERY Argentina 224,000 el 3,T
New Zealand 4,500 LY *

14AE JL. Jlé,u-\q‘ﬁ, 0)5,‘&\;3&&3‘.’

JLe o olea Olisse

Ol Jl s SUT Jave g5 ols

T,

Morocco 12,000 S
America 6,454,700 -0.1% T Algeria-Tunis 4,100 g9 3 mldl
Africa 145200 -2.6% G, a1 Ethopia 12,000 s
Europe 2,685900 -2.5% L Kenya, Zambia, lanaj e laS”
Soviet Union 1,515,000 N/A Sy and Zimbabwe 1,600 o9leaz 9
Asia 3,597,000  +2.5% T South Africa 115,000 e Sl il
Oceania 81,100 +2.5% e 95 L5

Source: American Jewish year book - 1988
Published by: American Jewish Committee &
Jewish publication Society - Vol.88

Austria 6,400 ok
Belgium 32,000 oLl
Bulgaria 3,200 Ol jlal,
Czechoslovakia 8,200 oS 1S
Finland 1,200 V) tH
Norway 1,000 I35
Sweden 15,000 A5 gue
Denmark 6,600 g,lob
Germany 32,700 b oldT
Greece 5,000 oLy
Holland 26,000 ala
Hungary 60,000 (¥ COPg P
Italy 31,800 (W ER
Yugoslavia 4,800 SN yS 5
Great Britain 626,000 Ll
Ireland 2,000 Al

France 530,000 sl b
Purtigal 300 JGs
Romania 21,500 Yy
Spain 12,000 Lol
Switzerland 19,000 -

Soviet Union

ﬁ

ol o b

1,515,000 99> 4y
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Megilla is a non-profit publication, prepared by
the Megilla Team of the Mashadi Youth Committee
of Shaare Tova.

Editors:
Yousef Davoodzadeh, Michael Dilmani,

Behrouz Dilmanian, Dr. Farrokh Dilmanian,
Louis Ebrani, Nancy Hakimian, Bahman Kamali

Taraneh Namdar
Mahtab Bassali
Mehran Etessami

Mahtab Bassali, Mehran Bassali,
Mehran Etessami, Bernard Livi,
Malka Namdar

I:In.lncc.
Shohreh Liviem, Dani Namdar

.

Jonathan Aminoff, Elena Ebrani
Lloyd Ebrani, Bernard Livi
Shahab Etessami: (212) 247-0800 (weekdays)
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Dani Namdar: (212) 719-9723 (weekdays)
Anna Zar: (718) 544-2972

Nasser (Maurice) Ilian, Behrouz Dilmanian

William Dilmani, Ramin Ebrani
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This issue has been dedicated to the
commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the
Allah-dadi event. The cover photograph, taken in
1905, is of Karbalai Norouz and the Kalaty family
during Rosh-Hashanah ceremonies.
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