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EDITORIAL

Following the publication of the last issue of
Megillah, and its editorial about the effectiveness of
our different community organizations, numerous
responses, mostly in support of Megillah’s position,
were received from our readers. Organizational
matters, like the need for by-laws, the issue of
elections, reports of activities, financial reports,
organization of Board meetings, and division of
responsibilities were some of the topics that were
mainly the focus of attention of many readers.

Since the issue of by-laws encompasses all of the
above issues, this editorial will focus on the specifics
of the by-laws. Namely: the need for having
by-laws; what has to be. covered within the by-laws;
selection of the authors of the by-laws; and finally,
conditions for review, acceptance, and adoption-of
the by-laws.

1. The Need For New By-laws

No matter how well-qualified our community
leaders are, the lack of proper by-laws, or not
enforcing such by-laws, could result in
disorganization and ineffectivness of leadership in
the community. Our current by-laws were adopted
from a standard set of by-laws used by American
Synagogues. Although they are effectively used by
some synagogues, they are not acceptable for our
community for two reasons:

a) The current by-laws were written specifically
for synagogues, and were not meant to give
direction to an entire community.

b) , The special circumstances of our community,
,our culture and traditions have not been addressed
by these by-laws.

For our new by-laws all of the issues concerning
our community will be considered. The current
by-laws, with some modifications, could possibly
serve as guidelines for the operation of our
sunagogues.

2. Issues To Be Covered In The New By-laws

A comprehensive set of new by-laws for our
community must address all of the following topics:

a) Names, goals, organizations in our community
and their duties and areas of jurisdiction and
responsibility. Policies dictating the method of
election of organization leaders, and possibly their
dismissal.

b) Setting goals for, and means of direction of
our community in the United States, and its
relationship to other communities.

N

¢) Means of creating an atmosphere of unity and
cooperation within community organizations, and in
their board meetings, and defining the relationship
of elected leaders to the people of the community
based on accepted principles of democracy, and by
encouragement of voluntary involvement in
community activities.

d) Defining community organizations in a manner
to maximize cooperation and minimize friction
between them.

e) The election process must be designed to
minimize tensions and disruption of leadership in the
community.

3. Selection Of The Authors Of The By-laws

Each member of a group selected to write the
new by-laws. Should have the following
qualifications:

a) Be knowledgable enough to work on such a
document and be capable of using all possible
resources available, like existing by-laws and other
literature on the topic.

b) Be well-informed about our community’s
history, culture and traditional characteristics, be
familiar with the needs, opinions and ideology of
our community members and leaders; be concerned
about the community’s issues and people.

c) Not be a current member of the Board of
Directors of Shaare Tova, or one of the
representatives from Long Island.

4. Acceptance And Adoption Of The By-laws

After the prepared draft of the by-laws have
been reviewed by the Board of Directors and Long
Island representatives, its acceptance should be
decided by the entire community by means of a
public vote. Only after approval by the community
at large, can bylaws be adopted. This will conform
to democratic principles, and public acceptance of
the bylaws will further insure their enforceability.

When the by-laws are adopted, election of each
individual to serve as one of the community leaders
is only to assign him the task of upholding these
by-laws, and not a means to reward past service to
the community. Therefore the community must elect
a group of honorable, capable, and knowledgeable
leaders. These leaders will be responsible to oversee
all community activities, making sure that the
by-laws are upheld. Hence, these leaders will have
to prove their worthiness during each term of
service. It is expectation of future service that
should attract the community's confidence.
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F 'S

REPORTED BY: JANET ETESSAMI

1- This year’s Bat-Mitzvah ceremony was held on
December 10 at the Shaare Tova Ballroom. Since
this year’s ceremony was so well received, an age
limit was set. Therefore 25 out of 40 young ladies
interested were part of this year’s celebration, and
the rest will soon begin their courses and be a part
of next year’s ceremony.

A total of 600 guests including the young ladies '

and their families enjoyed a wonderful evening of
dinner and dancing.

2- A Hannukah celebration for our youngsters
was held on December 25 with music, dancing and
refreshments. This year, the youngsters, themselves
were involved in the process leading to the party.

3- An excursion to the Circus was held on
December 20, with 50 of our ladies enjoying a
different kind of a show.

4-English, aerobics, ballet, and dance courses
continue to be held weekly.

5-At the Simkha Tora celebration, a; considerable
sum of money was collected on the sale of kippas
woven by the members of the Sisterhood.

e O S e S D S O Gl

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

Culture Club Programs:

the Youth Committee has recently established a
Culture Club, through which the Youth can carry out
Cultural Programs, including group visits to cultural
and entertainment centers in the New York area.

In the past few months, the program has received
a warm welcome from the youth, and more and
more people participated in the events planned.

The members of the Culture Club carry out
atleast one program per month. the first activity of
the Club took place on November S, whcich included
a visit to the Museum of Natural History. The
December program, took the members to the play
"The Tenth Man," which took place on December 17.
In January , the club members visited the Jewish
Museum, and in February a visit to the musical "Les
Miserables” on Broadway was arranged, which was
received with much enthusiasm by the youth.

The tickets to the activities are purchased at a
group rate by the Youth Committee and thereforeare
provided to the participants at a low rate.

To take part in the- activities of the Culture Club
please follow the announcements in HaChodesh, and
contact Miss Simone Harounoff, the Club
Coordinator, at (718) 575-3132

' SISTERHOOD NEWS Youth Party:

The Youth Committee has always tried to use the
Youth parties prepared by the Commmittee to bring
the young people together and to provide an
appropriate atmosphere for them to meet each other.
For this purpose, besides the Youth party of
December 31, the Committee has prepared several
other parties in the last few months, including a
Teenager Party that took place on November 18.
The party was very well received by the teenagers
of the Community.

Israel Experience Discussions:

Youth group meetings entitled "Israel Experience
Discussions" started in January. The discussions,
which were held twice a month in the library of the
Shaare Tova Complex, are prepared with the help of
Betar Zionist Youth Movement. In these discussions,
the youth becomes familiar with the Jewish history,
and with the economical, sociological, and political
statuses of the State of Israel. Participation in these -
classes, which are held as open discussions, is free
for the public, and the youth can use these meetings
to discuss any issue relating to Israel. The Youth
Committee recommends participation in these classes
to all the young people in the Community, especially
those palnning to participate in the group trips to
Israel this summer. Those interested can obtain
more information on the subject by contacting Mr.
Matin Hakimi at (718) 829-2569, or Mr. Salim
Bassalian at (718) 520-1992.

Iran and the Jews
Lecture by Dr. David Menasheri

Dr. David Menasheri, the Director of the Central
Iranian Organization in Israel, a researcher in the
"Moshe Dayan Eastern Studies Organization” and a
professor at Tel Aviv University, lectured on "Iran
and the Jews" in Shaare Tova on October 25th. In
this lecture, he talked about the political changes in
Iran from the revolution up to date and also about
the effect of these changes on the Jews and the State
of Israel. Dr. Menasheri has written two books in
Hebrew and in English on The Iranian Revolution
and is also writing other books.

For years, Dr. Menasheri has been the honorary
researcher at Princeton and Cornell Universities
and this year he is teaching at the same position at
Chicago University.

The Youth Committee hopes to be able to invite
Dr. Menasheri once again for another lecture at
Shaare Tova.
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The following important decisions were made in a special Youth Committee meeting on January 8, 1990. Eleven
out of the fifteen members of the Youth Committee were present. In addition, six other active non-members were
also present when these decisions were made.

Issues:
MYC's stand on the Community Elections; Youth involvment in the Elections; Bylaws for MYC

The following resolutions were voted on after each person stated his/her opinions:

1- The newly discussed central Board for the Community in the U.S. should have one election for the entire
community and then elect subcommittees and assign them the task of management of synagogues in different regions.
Vote: Unanimous (11 - 0)

2- Some or part of a new set of bylaws should be written before the election of the new Board.
Vote: Unanimous (11 - 0)

3- Should the bylaws only be written partially to set the rules of elections, or should the bylaws be completed and
approved before elections actually take place?
(no resolution was passed)

4- MYC should go ahead with its own elections as soon as possible.

Vote: Unanimous (11 - 0)

Vote: 10 for, 0 against, 1 abstained - resolution passed,
Enforcement of this resolution will commence after the next elections.

6- A committee was selected to approach the Board of Directors about the election issue and decide on the exact

date of MYC elections.

e R T R e T W P
Megillah would also like to welcome three new

gues. From this issue Mira Bassal has taken
FRIEND AND WELCOME TO THREE on the position of the Director of the magazine.

NEW ONES Mira has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English
Literature from The Damavand College in Iran and
is fluent in Hebrew.
In the last few months, some members of the
staff’of the Mcgillah_have either gotten engaged or Elena Ebrani has joined our staff as our English
married. We would like to take this opportunity to typist. Elena is a graduate of Forest Hills High
congratulate them along with their families, and we School.
look forward to strong working relationships with
them. They include Taraneh Namdar, who has on a

r Izak Namdar will be assisting The "Megillah” in
voluntary basis typed the Persian Megillah since its

technical and organizational matters. Izak is a

( FIRST ANNUAL MASHADI ART
EXHIBITION '

In an effort to expose hidden artistic talents, and
encourage artwork amongst the Mashadi community
world-wide, the Higher Education Arts & Culture
Subcommittee of the Youth Committee is proud to
announce the First Annual Mashadi Art Exhibition.
We welcome all talented amateurs and professional
Mashadi artists worldwide to participate in this
unique Art Show.

Ground rules for participation in the exhibition
will be as follows:

1- Paintings and drawings that fall under any
one of the following three themes will be accepted:

a- Judaism !

b- Zionism

c- Mashadi Heritage

2- The deadline for all entries will be July 10th
1990.

3- Filling out an applicatidh form found in the
Megillah will guarantee you a reserved spot in the
exhibition and help us determine in advance how
many paintings (or drawings) to expect.

All entries will be judged by'a panel of
non-Mashadi professionals in the art world. The
Art exhibition will hopefully occur in August 1990
in New York. Besides the creation of a Mashadi

calendars of select entries and ship them to all
Mashadi communites worldwide.

All entries must include:

2- Age of the artist at the time of the painting
or drawing. '

|
I
|
|
1- The name and address of the artist. |
|
|

3- Whether he or she is an amateur or:
professional. |

4- A brief description of the painting.

5- Whether the painting is donated to the
Mashadi Art Exhibition permanently or must be
returned to the artist after the Exhibition in August.

To coordinate and facilitate group shipping of all
artwork to New York from overseas, we recommend
the appointment of an individual in each country
who can assist in the (a) collection of the artwork
(b) shipping and (c) relaying necessary information
to artists.

Art Gallery, our goals are to make Lithographs and 1

origin; Shohreh Liviem, the treasurer of Megillah;
Bernard Livi, who manages our translations and
foreign distributions; and Danny Namdar, who was
our Advertising Manager for many years. We
congratulate them once again

senior at SUNY/Stony Brook University in Pre-med.
Recently he has been elected as the President of The
"Hillel" Jewish organization in the Stony Brook
University where he writes the central article for
The "Stony Brook Shelanoo” every month.
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We reserve the right to establish a private
gallery of Mashadi Art and to auction any painting
which is donmated to us to community members. Of

-

N

course, all proceeds from such an auction will go
towards an Art fund, or another worthwhile
educational project to be determined at a later date.

The number of entries per artist will not be
limited, unless we are faced with an extremely
heavy worldwide response to our first exhibition.

Finally, if anyone is in need of additional
information, financial assistance or reimbursement of
shipping expenditures, please write to us at:

Congregation Shaare Tova

Mashadi Cultural & Educational Committee

82-33 Lefferts Blvd.

Kew Gardens, New York 11415

or contact either:

1- Larry Levian (h) 718-847-7708 (off)
212-575-0318

2- Louis Ebrani (h) 718-847-7802 (off)
212-944-1220 :

3- Neda Behnam (h) 516-365-3199

4- Anna Aminoff (h) 718-575-0144

We hope you will make our first ever Mashadi
Arts Exhibition a tremendous success. Thank you in
advance for your participation in this special event.

Higher Education Committee

First and Last Name:
Address:

Numbers of Paintings:
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TALMUD TORAH COMMITTEE NEWS
By Haroon Kohanim

The Talmud Torah Committee hereby informs the
community of the following:

1- Talmud Torah classes for children aged 5 to
12 will be held at the synogogue. Sundays:
10:30-12:30 a.m., and Tuesdays: 3:00-5:00 p.m.

2-Special youth classes for Bar mitzvah will be
held Sundays from 9:30 to 11:30 at the Shaare Tova
Synagogue. Please enter your children in these
classes at least a year before their Bar-mitzvah.

3- Hebrew and Talmud Torah classes in Long
Island will be held for children from 5 to 12 years
of age on Sundays from 12:00 to 2:00 pm, and
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.

4- Special prepatory classes for Bar-mitzvah will
be also held in Long Island on Sundays from 12:00
to 2:00 pm.

5- Talmud Torah Committee will begin to
register students for the following new classes:
a- Prepatory Bar-mitzvah classes for 9 to
11 year olds on Sundays from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
b- Classes for after Bar-mitzvah ages, on
Sundays from 2:00 to 3:00 pm.
Those interested in these classes can call (516)
773-6649 during class hours to register.

6- The channukah party was held by the
Sisterhood on Monday, December 25, at the Shaare
Tova Ballroom. Talmud Torah students and their
parents enjoyed an evening of music, dancing and
refreshments. A similar ceremony was held in Long
Island on Wednesday, December 20, with a candle
lighting ceremony and refreshments.

7- Suggestion for improving the Talmud Torah
classes were given at a meeting held between
parents and instructors on January 30 at 8:00 p.m. at
Great Neck Synogogue.

8- The Shaare Tova Third Minyan will be held
in the Library from 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays and
Jewish holidays. Please bring your children to this
educational minyan. The Third Minyan will be
celebrating it’s fourth anniversary at the Shaare
Tova Ballroom. Children interest participating in
this event can contact Mr. Haroon Kohanim.

COMMUNIITY NEWS

THE MASHADI JEWS AND THREE
OTHER JEWISH COMMUNITIES
TRAVELLING MUSEUM IN ISRAEL

As reported in the last few years, the Israel
Museum in Jerusalem established a travelling
exhibition named the "Grandfather’s Home" three
years ago. This exhibition presents the life of four
different Jewish communities in exile from 100 years
ago. The four communities exhibited are the

Mashadi Community, Berlin Community in Germany, .

Warsaw Community in Poland and Fez and Tangiers
Community in Morocco. The articles on history
mostly have been prepared and lent to the museum
voluntarily by private sources. In our community in
Israel and N.Y., many articles were gathered for this
purpose and sent to the museum. The preparation of
the display and establishment of the Travelling
Museum were made possible through Israel
Museum’s staff and supervision of Ms. Suzy Gabison.

The exhibition was programmed to be held only
for 2 years in different cities in Israel, but due to
the interest shown from Israelis, it is still on display.
Although it has been 3 years since its opening, no
date has been determined to end the exhibition. The
exhibition has been held in many cities in Israel, for
example, Herzlia, Raanana, Beer Sheva, Kfar Sava
and a few Moshavs and Kibbutzes. The pictures on
this page and the back are taken from the above
mentioned exhibition.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

The Model United Nations is a program through
which students from all over the world hold a mock
U.N. meeting. Each school is given a certain
country to represent and each student is a
representative of that country, debating such topics
as world peace, economic policy, etc.

Each year the Model U.N. is held in a different
location such as Cairo, The Hague (Holland), and of
course, the actual U.N. building in New York City.

The Model U.N. is a truly beneficial learning
experience for most students. Regardless of whether
they accept the views and actions of their alloted
country, they are required to make speeches and
defend that country’s policies.

This year the Model U.N. will be held in New
York City and Marc Karimzadeh, a young member
of our community from Hamburg will be one of the
representatives. This program will be held on April
4-17.

=/
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The speech below was delivered to the President
of Israel, Chaim Herzog, by Sirous Hakimian,
' representing the Mashadi community in New York,
on December 27, 1989 in Jerusalem, Israel.

Dear Mr. President,

It is an honor and a priviledge to be in your
presence, represeting the Mashadi community of
New York, along with my fellow countrymen who
reside in Israe;l, Itlay, England and West Germany.
I am sure you are very familiar with the history of
our community; Anuse Mashad.

This year is the 150th year of rememberance of
sufferings of our Jewish Mashadi community of Iran.
During such hard times, we were forced to convert
to Islam. In order to avoid the pressure, we had to
pretend not to be Jewish and yet we practiced our
religion underground. During such period, we all
withstood galoot with pride.

Today, almost 70% of our community resides in
Israel under the protection of our flag. The other
30% consist of 20% who reside in the United States
and 10% in European countries such as Italy,
England and West Germany where we all live and
work hard. There are only about 80 people from
the total population of 18,000 Mashadis still left in
Iran whom will hopefully leave soon as well.

We take pride that during the past 150 years, our
community has been recognized as a truly united
Jewish community in the World, and whom have
remained Jewish and Zionist and not been affected
by assimilation. We have taken big steps forward
with the help of each other, a sample of which is
the old age home which is in the process of
construction in Hertzelia Pitoakh, which will be
called "The Old Age Home for Anuse Mashad." As
a member of the special committee responsible for
this charitable project, this is my 18th trip to Israel
during the past five years. I have been working in
cooperation with Mr. Hai Mashiah, the president of
our central committee in Israel, to bring forth the
completion of this project. The budget was solely
funded by the members of our world-wide
community and without requesting any financial
support from the Government of Israel. The
building is expected to be completed by the
beginning of the year 1991.

Israel is our shelter and our final home. It is
protected by honorable and worthy officials as well
as brave soldiers. Together they contribute to
Israel’s further development.

Our heart beats for Israel and we will continue
to make every effort possible to take part in
protecting our country. Every year, a large group
of the youth in our community travel to Israel to
increase their knowledge about our Homeland. We
look forward to the day that all Jews from around

the world live together in peace under the grace of
our flag.

God Bless Israel and it’s soldiers. Thank you and

Qood evening.

NYC MARATHON

Three of our community’s members were among
the over 20,000 runners who participated in the New
York City Marathon on November 5, 1989.

This race which has become an annual tradition
in New York City, starts in Staten Island, and more
than 26 miles later, ends at Central Park in
Manhattan. Miss Jessica Aziz finished the race in 3
hours, 50 miniutes and 49 seconds; Mr. Kousha
Etessami came in at 3 hours, 59 minutes and 3
seconds; and Mr. Mehrdad Dilmanian finished at 4
hours, 9 minutes and 36 seconds.

We congratulate the three on their achievement.
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KFAKE LETTERS TO THE FAKE EDITOR

Mr. & Mrs. G.N. have written:

To keep up with the Joneses (or Hakimians), we
recently decided to purchase a home in Long Island.
With much trouble we managed to get the down
payment together and close the deal. Our problem
is that now, even though we have heavy mortgage
payments every month, it seems like people,
especially business associates, do not understand our
situation and still insist that we pay back our debts
on time. What can we do?

Answer: Mr. & Mrs. G.N.:

It is obviously most inconsiderate of people-to
have such expectations. Money does not grow on
trees, so that you could return it everytime it is due.
People should understand that money does not buy
happiness (unless it’s buying a home in Long Island),
and they should not be so materialistic. Tell your
associates to forget these debts until you are ready
to pay them. As they say "a penny owed is a penny
saved.”

Mr. A.B. writes:
I'm invited to most weddings and rather enjoy
sharing in people’s happiness, but my eardrums have
been taking a severe beating lately at these
ceremonies. The music at these parties is played so
loudly that it causes headaches. Me and my friends
often have to go out into the hallway to be able to
have a conversation, and even there we have to
scream to be able to be heard. Why don’t the hosts
of these parties ask the band to turn down the
volumes on the loudspeakers to a level that is not
dangerous to the ear?

Answer: Dear Mr. A.B.:

Of course, you have raised a valid point, but you
gannot disregard the rights of the party-giver.
Everyone knows that the importance of a party is
measured in decibles. The host cannot be expected
to lower the volume of the music just for the
comfort of their guests, and risk reducing the party’s
significancé. I have decided to personally take steps
to eliminate this problem. I have invented a new
"kippa" that could be given out at our weddings
from now on. This kippa is equipped with a pair of
earplugs on extending arms that can be opened to
protect the ears against harmful noise when the band
starts to play. The design of my combination
kippa/earplug is illustrated here. I have alrcady
sent a copy of this design to the patent office to
register this invention.

Mr. & Mrs. Bon Apetit have written:
We as a family enjoy eating, and naturally, when
dinner is served at parties, we are one of the firsts

to stand by the tables and continuously refill our
plates until we are unable to eat (or breath)
anymore. Why is it that some people make sarcastic
remarks and expect us to part from the table before
\we have sampled every dish?

Answer: Dear Mr. & Mrs. Bon Apetit:

Apparently you have not been reading this
column for very long, since this question has been
asked by at least 237 others. The answer which I
gave to each of the 237 is this: One or two people
no matter how hungry they are, can never
completely block a whole dinner table and cause
crowding and annoyance to others. Please do not be
concerned and continue in your ways.

We received a letter from Mr. X.W. from Great
Neck who had brought up some questions.

Answer: Dear Mr. X.W.:

Unfortunately, since you are from Great Neck,
we are unable to answer your questions. You should
forward your letter to the Great Neck "Fake Editor",
not the Kew Gardens "Fake Editor."

HEXIBLE
EXTENSION

NoISE PROOF  KIPPA
HOT To SCALE

Megillah Page 33

MAZEL TOV
Collected by: Haroon Kohanim

Births:

Girls:

Sammy & Mina Namdar

Raniel & Dalia Zar

Robert & Nazly Zar

Ronald & Rana Slosberg

Ilan & Esther Moheban

Sharokh & Jacklyn Rahim Yaghoobi
Behshid & Fariba Hakimian

Boys:
Hertzal & Emilia Akhavan
Fereydoun & Rosalyn Aziz

- Fariborz & Angela Hematian

Jacob & Hilda Namdar
Albert & Alice Kohanim

Barmitzvahs:

Michael, son of Mr. & Mrs. Sion Aziz

Joshua, son of Mr. & Mrs. Albert Aminoff
Sunny, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jahangier Nematnejad
Rami, son of Mr. & Mrs. Hekmat Kalatizadeh
Brian, son of Mr. & Mrs. Farhad Hakimian
Hooman, son of Mr. & Mrs. Kourosh Dilmanian
Oren, son of Mr. & Mrs. Iraj Loloi

Danny, son of Mr. & Mrs. Farhad Bokhour
Ilan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Hakimian
Kourosh, son of Mr. & Mrs. Daryoush Livian
Mosheh, son of Mr. & Mrs. Javid Sabzevari
Albert, son of Mr. & Mrs. Houshang Alishahi

Abtin Etessami & Romina Nassimi
Bijan Hakimi & Carolyn Ijadi

Jeffrey Mardkhai & Dalia Nassimi
Masoud Karimzadeh & Taraneh Namdar
Bernard Livi & Shohreh Liviem

Albert Rahmani & Sabrina Enayatian
Ramin Namdar & Tania Ijadi

Marriages:

Eddy & Silvia Bassalian
Yousef & Esterica Nassimi
Yossi & Dina Namdar
Morris & Rika Aziz
Danny & Mahshid Namdar
Daniel & Dorit Relevy
Gavriel & Rebecca Sians
Nouri & Shoshana Bassalian
Alfred & Shirin Kamali
Amir & Clara Aghalarian
Naim & Dina*Bakhshi
Massoud & Fahi Behnam
Edmond & Nazila Kamali
Farzad & Linda Adhami
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On Thursday evening, January 25th,_ 1990, our
community experienced a tragic loss. Avianca flight
52, from Bogota, Colombia to New York ran out of
fuel and crashed a few miles from JFK Airport in
New York. This accident took the life of one of the
finest members of our community, Elchanan Livian.

Ely, as he was belovedly known to all, was born
in Jerusalem, in 1946. After finishing his formal
education in London, Ely entersdthe Jewelry business
in Milan. Known for his ready smile, devot'ion to
his family, community and tzedakah, Ely lived a
model of Torah life. An attribute no doubt
inherited from his father, Nematollah Livian, z}nd
his late grandfather, Farajullah Nassrullayoff Livian,
a reknown leader of our community both in Mashad
and Israel.

In 1977, Elchanan, with his wife Sarah, moved to
New York. Here, in a brief period, Ely establisl}ed
on of the major jewelry firms dealing in Colombian
emeralds. Ely’s move not only enhanced the prestige
of the New York jewelry market, but Ely also
became one of the silent pillars of the ngish
community in Queens. Silently and quietly, in the
manner of a true tzadik, Ely supported many
yeshivot and endless charitable organizations with all

IN MEMORIUM

his heart and all his soul. His generosity reached
every corner of the world.

Over 1500 people gathered in Shaare Tova, on
the Sunday afternoon following this tragic event, to
pay their last respects to Elchanan Livian. Elchanan
was accompanied by his family to Israel, where he
was laid to rest at Sanhedria.

This tragic shock felt by our community in New
York had its impact on our Mashadi brethens in
Milan, London, and Israel. In each community,
memorial services were held in his memory.

Elchanan is survived by his wife Sarah; daughter
Lerona and sons Yitzchak and Ziv; his parents Mr.
and Mrs. Nematollah Livian; his brothers Shmuel and
Gabriel; and his sisters Ilana, Margalit, Yehudit, and
Noga.

May the memory of Elchanan Livian serve as a
source of inspiration to his family, community, and
all of Israel. May hashem grant his family, and all
of us in the community, wisdom and strength in
order to deal with this tragic event.

Albert Aminoff
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HISTORY OF MASHADI JEWS

PART IV (Continued from previous issues)
by the late Yaghoub Dilmanian

(translated by Houshang Nematzadeh)

EIRST PERIOD - IMMIGRATION TO MASHAD

Prior to the discussion about the history of
Mashadi Jews, it is appropriate to mention some
points about the history of the Jewish population in
Khorasan during the earlier periods. Dr. Habib
Levy in his book refers to the writings of the
famous Jewish traveller, Benjamin of Toudela, who
traveled to Persia prior to the Mongol invasion;
these writings indicate that Khorasan was the most
populated province with the highest Jewish
population in Persia. - The town of Naishabour alone
had a population of seventy five thousand Jews who
were massacred during the Mongol invasion along
with the Jews of Harat and Marv. There were no
reports of the surviving 4 Israel tribes who lived in
Northern part of Khorasan, and it was believed that
some of the Jews who survived in the town of
Sabzevar were able to flee to Samarqand.

During the reign of the Taimourian Dynasty, the
surviving Jews of Khorasan were massacred again
and some survivors managed to flee to Bokhara.
During the Safavieh period the remaining Jews of
Torbat, Ghouchan and Damghan, some moved tp
towns of Samarqand, Boukhara, Yazd and Kashan.
Even today some Tehrani Jews confirm that their
ancestors moved to Tehran from the town of Torbat
during the reign of Fath Ali Shah.

What we know about the root of our community
is that our ancestors were moved to Mashad during
the reign of Nader Shah. There were no Jews living
in Mashad at that time and our ancestors did not
know about the existance of any Jews in other parts
of Khorasan. The basic reason for our ancestors
being relocated to Mashad was that Nader Shah
suspected the people around him in the last year of
his life, and for some reason he trusted the Jews of
Ghazvin. He ordered some prominent Jews and
leaders of the Ghazvin community to be moved to
Kalat to be in charge of the royal properties.
Nader Shah was assassinated at the time that the
Jews were in their long journey to Kalat via
Mashad, and the soldiers accompanying them left
them in Mashad. On this account, Nader Shah’s last
year of reign which was 1746, should be the year
that our ancestors arrived in Mashad. Dr. Levi in
page 473 of the third volume of his book mentions
that a large group of Jews from Dilaman and
Ghazvin were moved to Mashad in 1730 by the
orders of Nader Shah to develop Mashad further.
In the footnotes of the same page he writes that
Ghazvinian Jews who were of Dilaman origin were
moved to Mashad in 1734. There is no indication
for the sources of these two dates in his book.

k.

The number of families relocated is not known.
Some people have quoted only 3 families, and some
also 37 families.

The late Mr. Farajollah Nassrollahoff has written
in his notes that Nadershah ordered relocation of 40
Jewish families from Ghazvin to Kalat to serve as
his treasure keepers. When Nader Shah was killed,
he writes, 17 families had reached Kalat, 16 families
reached Mashad and 7 families reached Sabzevar.
The soldiers left them in the same cities. The 7
families from Sabzevar, some moved to Mashad and
some to Bokhara. Those who reached Kalat
remained there for a long time, conducted trade and
owned properties and synogogues, but eventually had
to move to Mashad, Samarghand, Harat or Bokhara
because of bad treatment of the local population.

For many reasons it appears that the writing of
the late Mr. Nassrollahoff is correct. One of these
reasons is that from the several families in our
community who are named Kalati, some are
considered to be from the Bassali family. All these
people confirm that their ancestors were long time
residents of Kalat. Therefore, it seems that these
families are from the same Bassali family that
reached directly to Mashad.

The families that confirm to be among the
original immigrant families from Ghazvin are the
following: :

1) Bassali

2) Hakimi
Rahmani
Dil mani
Mardkhai
Kali
Nassimi
Aghlari
Zooghali or Aharon

10) Gorji

11) Cohen

12) Levi
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QUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Last year, following Megillah’s request for
financial assistance, a distinguishable amount of
money was contributed by our readers. We would
like to thank them once again.

The estimated expenses for preparation,
publishing and mail of the Megillah in our last
issues have been $5,000 per issue, from which only
25% is provided from advertisings. The staff of the
Megillah believe that the best way to provide the
required budget will have to be a "Voluntary Annual
Subscription Fee." A $26 fee will be asked from
every family in the United States on an annual basis.
But mailing of the Megillah is not conditioned on
the receipt of the subscription fee. Also Megillah
will be sent to the residents of Israel and Europe for
free, as before.

According to this program, the Megillah will
publish the names of those contributing more than
$260, with their permission. Those interested can
also underwrite the cost of half or one whole issue
of the Megillah in the memory of their beloveds.

The editors and the staff of the Megillah would
like to thank all concerned for making it possible
for the Megillah to be published through their
contributions.

The enclosed form can be used for the payment
of your subscription fees and any other contibutions
you are willing to make. i

Thank you for your support.

T e T e e e

$26
$50
$100
$260
$
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Please make your tax deductable contributions

payable to:

Mashadi Youth Committe - Shaare Tova
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For Sale
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath in Park Lane North for $
125,000 or best offer
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MEGILLA

Megilla, is a non-profit publication, prepared by
the Megilla Team of the Mashadi Youth Committee
of Shaare Tova.

Michael Dilmani, Behrouz Dilmanian, Louis
Ebrani, Dr. Farrokh Dilmanian, Yousef
Davoodzadeh, Bahman Kamali, Nancy Hakimian

Mira Bassal
Taraneh Namdar, Mira Bassal, Elena Ebrani
Mehran Etessami, Mehran Bassali, Bernard Livi

Louis Ebrani, Yousef Davoodzadeh, Dr. Farrokh
Dilmanian

Mehran Etessami
Advertisements:
Anna Zar (718) 544-2372

Bernard Livi

Mailing List:
Shahab Etessami (212) 247-0800 (weekdays)

Finance:

Shohreh Leviem

Graphic Art:
Nasser Ilian, Robert Mardkha

Assistants:
Mehrnoosh Rafinia, William Dilmani, Herbert
Livi, Kamyar Leviem, Ramin Ebrani, Farshad Kalati

On December 27, 1989, representatives of our
community met with the President of Israel, Mr.
Haim Hertzgg, in the Presidential House in Israel.
The cover pictulz‘e depicts this historical meeting.
(Please refer to the article in this issue)
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