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You Need Residential Mortgages:
Call Roozbeh Hakimian.

Tel: (516) 482-3977
Y.S. Registered Mortgage Broker.

Rates are subject 1o change without notice

MADELEINE BODNER, INC.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
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CALL: ROOZBEH HAKIMIAN
Liccnccd Real Estate Agent
Prompt & Reliable Service.

S CUTTER MILL RD. GREAT NECK N.Y.1102(516) 466'—7800
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* Catering * Take out * Luncheon Special * 3 agliligs iay 1o oft sab asles JT Ipbimed
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Sun. 12 - 10, Mon. — Thurs. 11:30 - 10,
Fri. 11:30 - 3, Sat 1 Hour after Shabbat — 1a.m.

| x (516) 482-7912
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Hunan of Great Neck

o ———

507 Middle Neck Road
Hunan Greal Neck

Present this coupon and get
10% off with any order.

New Hyde Park

Not including the party menu.
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Bobby-Kebobby

Glatt Kosher Persian, Gourmet Cuisine and Catering Service

2 Oige - : yad Syl
MANHATTAN FOREST HILLS

252 WEST 38th Street, (Bet. 7th & 8th Ave)
Tel: (212) 840-3700

64-19 108th Street, Forest Hills
Tel: (718) 268-3700

Kashruth supervision by Rabbi Isaac Meir
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SASSAN RASTEGAR D.D.S. &

Cosmetic &General Dentistry
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New York, N.Y. 10176 Great Neck, N.Y. 11023

(212) 692-9090 (516) 829-4948
1-800-439-4948 1-800-439-4948
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Meshedi Jewish Community 1703
of Great Neck

P. O. Box 4081, Great Neck, N.Y. 11027
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FINANCIAL REPORT Glatt Kosher Caterers
of Meshedi Jewish Community of Great Neck from September 16, 1990 to August 31, 1991 (Jewish Year 5751). tlbin Joun Boy8 Uig Blot PI3 oo iSlo peiS ikl
v 3,05 anls) aL..}d o (,5‘....._...:{ U“'"-""U Sl
REDI
CREDITS  DEBITS _ P T
Donations Received $ 441,043.14 o et 5335\ 5o b jloas cibl s — .JL‘ J‘.‘% s o J UL";""_L” 3lae ot 503 ‘Sbl
B : ¥ 5 & 22 chiS 2 UL;.’J 'r._._.:f ool | J..u'n.:).g Lo QSL-.::{ IJU:-
ank Interest income 4,301.71 S P Y PRI PP e R r AR o gmy mE )
Bank Acct. balance, end of last year 81,271.32 L ol Jb Jle (53 55 50 o “ e (R Oln 5 Azsb cwll Pl
n > ' - oud SlsS 8b O Olgs w ams © Jb- I 20558
ank Acct. balance, end of last year 33,531.75 S Clas b Jle (63 95 g0 :
S - - 13,5 wal gt el
Cash balance, end of last year 7,308.23 Sa5 b Sl (63 9> g0
Legal expenses for building permit $ 23,028.96 LS o1 51 o WS 9 et
Taxgs on property 400.07 oenj SLPLIL cstls | :CJLL;,.JL:.. Ol L elS
Stationary & F_’ostage ' B 723 .23 NP PS CJU“ PR\ J.'.‘lﬁl ,.T ;.fLa.-_.JL. O L S fle., V] mb—
Fees for building permit application 8,879.29 Olazst b o -1 51 0 &, PR PR T Sla oS ol o2l bl ¢l o Jol (0 ' Canel 03 g ¢ bt
Expenses for Environmental Research 7,715.00 (o Ja g5 lames 9 Sl 5 O lanaos @iiS Jle iz (b o Ol Gl vl @l g Oad s ol
Expenses for engineers 8,083.10 (O o ) lige 4 ctls 0 'Sl 03 9o O arslo- a5- 95 il o
Repaid loan to Chai Company 160,000.00 | SON S P X PRLIPU P
Legal expense for appeal of decision 26,229.50 (e )LD JuS 5 4 cotls o 03,5 a8 ol ol 0 5,505 wnl> Lo I jziy Oud anel>
; . b olsle Gl Yo O ; b 1 = ¢ G|
Bank expenses 67.86 SSL ‘Bha : . | tf’; J*J- )l‘b rH P J“TI :
Insurance expenses 1,140.00 ""-“’EJG“' ; CL‘" 2l tlaw] sl St O sl b 1 Ol
Architect (Shapiro) 2,000.00 € 9 popid eS8t ,T Pzl 53 o) aadad 93 J9,0 ior ob 5 ansls nshéf[_dJ
Soil bearing test 2,200.00 e S LT N - I T B Camlodds 9l e
Public relations 1,000.00 olals C-’L"" ode pl sl 9 Persian Hebrew Congregation k.,
Expenses of weekly/holiday services 74,016.50 biS” JoSS5 7 s A5 LS 09y s anbad 93 ol po bt 0o ge 0ad ol S
Cleaning of synagogue land 375.00 kgl gt . il ! ""“‘*‘JL" ol Ol o L 5ol "’F"“"-""’ v S el
Annual repayment of mortgage 100,000.00 o) YLl an cotls ¢ e L2501 o2l Sl o L o s 4 _‘-’"-‘-' sl agns JLS 3 SO UL ) gee) aadid 9
Mortgage interest payment 7.500.00 RSV X T PO =10, Ja s ¢ Lo | \.{ e =1 .} O ‘ & Jaae jl i, u-;--';- o .1.'..:1.5' L AA ..JI.\.:..JL.- ol L LS
Bank account balance 48,462.03 L o las (53 95 9 7 I s’ et I O« 9 a4l ¢ 9l pexr Ladies Guild huy & ¥
Bank account balance 7,044.90 KL Ol ($3 9 ga L;"J"_.’ u,:"_;;’_‘ GL‘"&‘ u’.«:’ "‘:'."U S dgfute hy SAT3 Mgk WS -l-'..-".-f Jlo,l olacdi.
Cash balance 1,021.00 SAL (53 9> g0 LS WP SUY S VU274 JOIN B Ly b C‘J—" 9 00 sl S S (pol 5 298 (g 2 F 9090 () S ¢, 50l
Uncas?led donation checks .balance 13,569.71 ol ) S Ko (53 9 g0 _ UE . 3‘_'._.‘,‘,‘[ s (S Hi<aa |_‘, PR I PX
?Ona-t(;og -[0[ UJA[ ; Optlaratlon Exodus ?gggggg s, O lgo sl o UJA w wan cls L.’. ,Jj_; Veoo sl u_;\ o LSJ‘}{)-: osla |
rovided interest-free loa . o ;4 & > b g | 1\
I ’ o VoA “o 0 b-ﬁr’ H‘."’l‘ﬁf - ._.)L: , $ *){ 03‘-«" (SLA ‘.f’
Totals: $ 567,456.15 $ 567,456.15 S WL g aisaS

The Bayside Jewish Center-Luxuriously Redecorated.

Temple Shaare Tova. New York Hilton Hotel.

uf!.s‘m;ﬁ...a:m\.-._-ou,q. J|¢5|MMJL-: 93

sbwl I, (Young Mashadi Youth Committee) oLl
Sl ¢lpie JLas) Jald S ol sucdbi cans

ﬂ)’-" ‘SL‘U"’-J‘T" 9 L.O.:.?_- 17__,:-')5' 9 DYL#JJ’.' i,r—’,.l! ‘w‘,}
t_l_:.l_!u_p

Note: In addition to the donations listed above, $72,944 was pledged on Simchah Torah by the congregants,
which 1s to be collected directly by the Talmud Torah Committee.
An outstanding mortgage of $100,000 and interest of $2,500 remain on the properties. These need to be repaid
by January, 1992.
Aisled Sl 5o Ladizes U ad JUo,l 1) 95 5 9als caS (510 OT ] g0l 59\ |, 45 Lo )3 o0 $72,944 3ls iy
33,8 aaas g catb o LU VY Gl IS il L OT o g $2,500 5 25 $100,000 pe e s S A

Sheraton Centre Hotel. L.I. Marriot.
Crest Hollow Country Club.

ula.bl d).(,o u..;:u‘ 29 |J._=::‘ &L.i_,q- J| Sl oas 4.';-;
o ad bl QU g anS sl e tlad

203-05 32 Ave. Bayside, N.Y. 11361
(718) 352-6564

We wish our dear community a happy, healthy, and prosperous new year.
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' (718) 441-7303

115-18 Mayfair Rd., Kew gardens, N.Y. 11415
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ESKANDAR J. SIMHAEE, M.D.
Obstetrician & Gynecologist
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(PARKER TOWERS) (NEXT TO THE NORTHSHORE HOSPITAL)
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(718) 275-2277 (516) 773-4631

e e

Page 15

Megillah

Number 34, Cheshvan 5752, Number 34,

Megillah

October 1991

*( add g iylad ) Silalle Loyl ags * L piluas 5 olaalus Sleas 487
. - — 55 b KA Jalh 3 yia Slead 4 * Slalle 5 6 olS aglayus jgal yooysliia ®
* Wl s S g by el Shigyd g days 4 paly JBsis 9ylge 5 oS,
JOH:PM&LG%‘*SG‘)*
+ duils 49 Jals oulad( VA JVAY-TYEY (YVY IVVA -\ To @ alie)le

Kamerman,Jacobs & Weiss

Certified Public Accountants P.C.
SION GOLTCHE (KOLITCHE) CP.A. (212) 719-1065

Cheshvan 5752,

e g
ol 553 9 gl ddaas 138 Il I
: r.'._.:.‘.{l:’_u‘.b 05l
= e L]
s = — | A

E aadlgz oy 1 BLT SOV ol)y5 29l SlgwNS )
U £:Y LAI.:.L:-J‘...?; 'M'ﬂul:"bj.)j ﬁ_;ﬂd)a-':.n J....Dl:.rn
'H\YU\' PPREIEES H

&3;;'?3‘;‘5‘5‘l_,.bnﬁnbﬁ),.-.uduw“"'Y
Joe 2 VY g Xo e iS50 V Jl 0 bassan 1oy o
il,.bn).l—‘ﬁg_;l....._.ib’

CJ'_‘...-.'D P AP -LJ._!_T&Y ol j 950 29l Sla U"” -Y

ez e Al (o0 VY U Y Ly 2S5 Sy, | gmaces

U Y el j‘GYLnJJj.g 9 lgaaios o ;| Ay o geases u‘)b’
‘ﬂ-.-‘;h\"

1Y G Ve cole 1 b ond Glpazs o sl NS
N s e |, 395 OG0 ¢ Cuwl Sb Olonan L dps S8

Loy e 2 ey bl sy, o paw Ve —0

U'-'-I"'" |JJ‘,:-C’|J....J Ll.la.'-l.-:l.!u.a_)jbc.w W cela Jl |_,.bn_'..n..:'-
v aSle b colas Ol

(718) 793-6343

October 1991

Page 14




GLATT KOSHER CATERERS

AT S

Ow § g § 38 udbxo H JI p o o] @

—— TEMPLE ISRAEL

la fia. La

Jilis s
ol 835 ulae: 3uld
dadd slalic plyil o Sealal ju pawss L

1255 Hewlett Plaza
P.O.Box 216
Hewlett N.Y. 11557

718/723/4600
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DR. DAVID MAHGEREFTEH D.P.M. (Podiatrist)
97-01 66 AVE. REGO PARK, N.Y. 11374

(718) 997-9633, (718) 805-9800
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450 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.
NEW YORK 10123
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SUPPORT THE MASHADI YOUTH COMMITTEE!

You Can Help Us Serve You Better.

The Mashadi Youth Committee consists of eleven sub-committees. Each sub-committee is responsible for
certain programs of the MYC. MYC and its subcommittees are interested in your feedback and your help. Tell
us your suggestions, criticisms and encouragements. To get in touch with any member of the MYC, please call
(718) 441-6975, attend an open MYC meeting the first Monday evening of every month or write to Mashadi

Youth Committee, P.O. Box 40, Kew Gardens, New York 11415.

The eleven sub-committees of MYC and their directors are listed below. If you are interested in joining any
of them please contact one of the directors.

Sub-committee Name & Description Directors

M

1 - COMMUNITY OUTREACH & CHARITY
Volunteer and charity work to assist individuals and organizations in need.

Anthony Gorgian
Daniella Karmely

Dafna Asher
Simone Harounoff

2 - CULTURE CLUB
Promotes and organizes programs for participation in art and cultural events.

Reuben Ebrahimoff
Vali Ebrani
Herzl Hakimi

3 - HEALTH & FITNESS
Promotes health awareness and organizes athletic events.

Mehran Bassali
Alfred Dilamani
Massoud Hakimian
Hertzel Soleimani

4 - ISRAEL & ZIONISM (Young Mashadis for Israel)
Builds and improves a Zionist identity and a love of the State of Israel.

Dr. Youness Chaffian
Dr. Farrokh Dilmanian

5 - MASHADI CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE
Provides scholarships for, and promotes achievements in education.

Mira Bassal
Mehran Etessami

6 - MEGILLAH
Publishes periodical community magazine.

7 - PARTIES & RECREATION
Organizes parties, trips, and other social activities.

Mojdeh Dil
William Hakimian
Niku Nabavian
Shohreh Rahmanan

Mehran Etessami
Shahrouz Rahmanan

8 - PLANNING & PROMOTION
Publishes HaChodesh and helps in planning and promotion of MYC activities.

9 - RELIGION & HERITAGE
Promotes awareness of Judaism & Jewish law, and helps to preserve Mashadi heritage.

William Dilamani
Avisar Levy

10 - SECURITY
Looks after the security concerns of the Synagogue and the community.

Morris Aziz
Mehran Kohanim
Parham Shaer

11 - SPEAKERS’ FORUM
Brings speakers of all interests to the community and organizes discussion sessions.

not elected yet.
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Kathryn Carlisi
Assistant Treasurer

The Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A.
81-35 Lefferts Boulevard

Kew (Gardens. New York 11415
(718) 962-9010

L]
L |
I."

bh)jbd)“:lﬂ\(s
alisa o jlant i o Ll cs L
c ) o g 9 4o wlia Lo Ses
:lfu.la.‘):aﬁ# &LC)LB‘LS‘).:
umad:ll.:).au ;
(VAA )YA\V-YEVV . sl
a5 Gulas

18 Karat Italian Gold Coins
Depicting the Ten Commandments

Three Different Sizes
For More Information Call:

Serena Bassalely
(718) 217-2477

Announcement

Volunteer Russian and Farsi speaking translators
are urgently needed to accompany new arrivals to
hospital appointments. Oncology patients and people
with serious medical conditions will not be able to
communicate with medical staff or receive proper
treatment if they are not accompanied by a
translator. Volunteers are urged to contact:

JoAnn Smelkinson of NYANA at (212)425-5051
Ext. 3711.
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Queens that represents the childhood of most of my
peer Mashadis, offers kosher lunches and observes
all major Jewish holidays, due to the fact that over
half of the administrative staff, including the
principal, is Jewish.

Moreover, there is always the threat of a child
becoming more religious than his parents, which can
cause serious intergenerational conflicts. I have
witnessed this problem, yet specific examples are too
personal to mention.

2) ACADEMIC PROWESS

Certain yeshivas have always proven to be
questionable in the classroom. Take, for example,
an Israeli friend of mine who attends a
commonly-attended yeshiva in Queens. I listened
shockingly as he told me that out of a class of
twenty-some odd students, only three (this is not a
misprint) passed the New York State Regents
Biology Curriculum. Compare that to my similarly
sized class of thirty-something students, of which
every single one (100%) passed the course. My
friend went on to tell me that his parents were
considering transferring him to a public school

because of the ludicrous academic situation at that
yeshiva.

3) EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Public schools, especially those of Great Neck,

have it all — more foreign languages, more athletic
programs, more tutoring. For example, Great Neck

North High School features at least five foreign
languages to choose from, at least three computer
laboratories, superior library facilities, baseball,
football, and soccer fields, basketball and tennis
courts, and pools. Many yeshivas would pale in
comparison. Even New York City schools, with
their limited budget, have intermural and intramural
athletic programs of every kind, plus an endless
variety of other after-school activities. Some N.Y.C.
public schools, even offer MORE than their Great
Neck counterparts. In contrast, since religion is the
top priority of yeshivas, they are sometimes limited
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in the quantity, and in some cases, the quality of
extra—curricular activities.

4) SAFETY / ENVIRONMENT

Because of the selective process by which
students are accepted into yeshivas, these schools are
less vulnerable to the violence, crime, and drugs that
New York City schools have suffered from. On the
other hand, many people have exaggerated the
situation at public schools. Not all public schools
are alike. For example, when another friend of
mine was considering attending Russell Sage J.H.S.,
his parents replied, "Russell Sage? Are you crazy?”
His parents had obviously developed an absolutely
false, overexaggerated image of Russell Sage. As a
proud graduate of the school, I can safely assure
everyone that I was never a victim of the
aforementioned violence, crime, and drugs, plus I
never witnessed any serious signs of these problems.
In Great Neck, where there 1s generally a higher
standard of living, schools face little, if any, of
these problems.

Keep 1n mind that better yeshivas, cost thousands
of dollars per year (in some cases costing more than
a college education) as opposed to public schools
which cost absolutely nothing. Some yeshivas that
are affordable and available to our community are
clearly inferior.

In conclusion, certain yeshivas that we attend
require drastic overhauls. One Long Island yeshiva,
HANC, is a step in the right direction, with high
academic standards and many extra-curricular
activities. If more yeshivas followed this example
and were more affordable, they would be a more
viable alternative to our community.

Nevertheless, many people continue to defend all
yeshivas, as if they are all equal, with ignorance,
something that hurts our community constantly. As
a promotion for a FOX Brodcasting show goes,
"Ignorance is like rust. It creeps up on you. At
first you don’t notice it. Then you pretend it’s not
there. Then your door falls off its hinges.”
Hopefully, the doors of all Mashadi homes will
remain securely fastened in their places.

In Reply to Replies
By: Herzel Hakimi

I would like to respond to the articles written 1n
the last two issues of Megillah regarding the subject
of the best possible education for our youth;
specifically, the articles "Not Any Yeshiva” by
Mehran Etessami, "The Crab” by Ronniel Levy, and
"Not Any Article” by a group of 16 people.

I am happy to see what has developed with these
articles, whereby Megillah has found a way to allow
our community to express and learn about different
points of view, eventhough it seemed to be painful
for some members of our community to read
opposing opinions.

These articles have helped our community to get
a more objective understanding of what a valuable
education means to us, and it is unfortunate to see
some members of our community unable to
understand or respect a point of view which is
different from their own. For example, in Levy’s
article, "The Crab", the author has tried desperately
to condemn every sentence of Etessami’s article and
has not even attempted to find any beneficial or
valid points in the article. To any objective reader,
it 1s obvious that all these articles have both valid
points and subjective ones. Etessami’s point that not
every yeshiva is well suited for the individual needs
of our community is valid, but equating a majority
of our people to crabs in a basket whom do not
allow others their freedom is purely subjective.

When presenting information as factual evidence
as opposed to subjective opinion, supporting data
should be provided to back up this evidence. For
example, in the article "Not Any Yeshiva," the
writer claims that "many of our yeshiva graduates
perform poorly on college admission tests," without
providing any solid data to back up his claim. On
the other hand, Levy, in his article, states that
Mashadis are here in the U.S. "to make sure our
children grow up as Jews, fearless Jews, who know
how to defend their faith." I have never heard of
anyone in the past trying to associate the United
States with Judaic spirituality and development of
religious identity. In my opinion, we, the Mashadi
community left Iran when, after the Islamic
fundementalist revolution, we feared being ruled by
religious extremists. The reason we chose the U.S.
was mostly for economic opportunities and higher
living standards. Israel, the Jewish state, would be a
better place "to make sure our children grew up as
Jews ..."

One aspect of Judaism that is distinctly different
from other religions is that no tangible object,
human being, or image is used to depict or represent
the holy concept of Hashem. Reading through the
Torah, one can see that none of the prophets are
glorified in a holy or supernatural way. In fact the
Torah speaks about imperfections and normal human
weaknesses of the prophets. Clearly, this is meant
to prevent us from looking upon any human as
divine. Unfortunately some Yeshiva Rabbis, instead
of solely playing the role of an educator, let their

students develop a strong sense of dependency
towards them and instead of guiding the students
towards the correct way, they create a sense that
they, themselves, are the vehicles to a higher
spiritual life.

This attitude can be sensed in Levy’s article,
where he states that "... a Rabbi can give our
children only one thing ... the one thing we alone
can not give our children ... a place 1n the world to
come." The writer is claiming that the only way to
have "a place in the world to come” is through a
Rabbi. I for one would like to think that all of our
honest and observant forefathers do have "a place in
the world to come” eventhough they did not have the
kind of Rabbis that are found in some of our
Yeshivas.

Also 1n the article by 16 individuals, "Not Any
Article,” it was claimed that "to insult the Rabbinate,
or a Rabb1 1n particular i1s a grave sin in itself ...,"
again associating a very high spiritual level with
Rabbis. We live in a country where all types of
Jews, including those who would burn the Israeli
flag and even homosexuals (a practice clearly
forbidden by the laws of Torah), have taken the
title "Rabbi." Obviously Rabbis, like all teachers,
should be subject to evaluation and criticism, and
must be judged based on their individual merits. It
should be understood that most of our Rabbis have
great religious and educational value and for that
they should be respected, but certainly not more so
than one’s own father and mother. Attributes such
as holy and divine should not be used for any
human being such as a Rabbi or even a prophet for
that matter.

In conclusion, I believe that not every yeshiva
can provide an adequate education for our
community’s needs. In choosing the right yeshiva,
parents must take special care to research different
schools and find the one best suited for their needs.
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It was announced that the elections of the Central
Board will be held in the near future. These
elections have been delayed for 12 years because of
minor differences of opinion among members of the
Board in deciding on the rules for the elections.

m

| Due to the fact that everyone is invited to some
kind of party every sunday night, thursday night,
and most other nights during the week., we

recommend the following hours for coming to work
in the mornings:

Mondays: 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday - Thursdays: 10:45 a.m. (10:15 if no party
the night before)

Fridays: 11:00 a.m.

-United Mashadi Jewelry Association

Note: Megillah recommends that parents arrange
the same schedule for their children’s elementary
and junior-high schools, since most young children
also attend most of these parties.

Letters to the Editor

Note: The opinions stated in this section are not
necessarily the opinions of the publishers of Megillah.

Being a Mashadi

I am a young Mashadi, concerned about the well
being of our community. As you all know there has
been a lot of anti-semitic acts lately and many Jews
have been abused and hurt in the last few years.

Fortunately, our community has not been harmed
very much as a result of these acts. I do not
understand why some members of our community
are so much worried about these matters. Why
should we concern ourselves so much about the other
Jews 1n this country or elsewhere in the world?

I 1dentify myself as a Mashadi and not
necessarily a part of a bigger Jewish community. I
attended school with Mashadis, had Mashadi friends,
went to Mashadi parties every night- of the week,
worked 1in Mashadi businesses and 1 was always told
not to marry anyone outside the community, Jew or
non-Jew. Therefore I do not understand why I
should be so concerned about all other communities
who just happen to be Jewish, while I do not even
have any contact with them.

At these hard times, specially, I prefer not to be
identified as a member of the Jewish community, but
just as a Mashadi.

September 2020 A.B.

The two old Mashadi synagogues in Great Neck
and Roslyn, that were no longer being used, were
sold last month.

The Board is deciding whether to send the money
for the construction of a new synagogue in Japan
for the growing Mashadi community that has moved
there for better business opportunities.

Some: money might also be designated for the
Mashadi community that has settled in Alaska to

escape the hot climate created here by the
Greenhouse effect and global warming.

A R A O S T = T e e UG ST L SO TR

The Mazal Tov section is printed on pages 24
through 37.
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Youth Committee Report

This year’s Boat Party was held aboard the USS.
Intrepid, which was leased from the U.S. Navy
specifically for our party. Approximately 2700
people participated in this event. The Navy has
cqm_plained that some Tomahawk missiles are
missing, and a helicopter was thrown overboard.

IN REPLY...

Our Future?!
By: Efi Emrami

In the year 2020, what will our hobbies be? Who
will our role models be? Where will we be living
by then? We may still be living in New York or by
then we may fancy ourselves by moving to the
moon. But, my main concern i1s whether we are
going to be as united as we are now!

I have learned not to live in the past nor in
future. What counts is "today” and to make the best
of i1t for a better tomorrow. Living in Iran belongs
in the past, no matter how life in those days were.
At present time, we are living in New York, and
most definitely living in a country with a different
culture will more or less affect our lives. We can’t
claim that we would have been the same people that
we are now if we were still living in Iran.

In the last two issues of Megillah, I have read
articles written by members of our community that
made me think even more deeply about our future
togetherness. 1 read one opinion stated as facts of
life and the writer deciding for every group in this
community to live according to that opinion, and

also, in the latest issue of Megillah, replies to that
article. I felt that I am witnessing a battle between
two enemies and strangers, shooting words at each
other.

To continue a united future for this community,
it’s good to learn to respect each other’s kinds of
living. Not everybody has the same exact opinion
about life. Not two people can think exactly the
same, have the same exact way of viewing life, and
agree or disagree on the same exact topics. What
seems right to one person could be totally wrong in
another’s mind.

In order not to become separated and strangers
to each other, instead of commenting on each other’s
kind of living, it’s better to respect each other’s
point of views (not necessarily accepting or agreeing
to them). If only people could learn to like each
other for the things they have in common and the
good things they see in each other instead of picking
at the things they don’t like about each other.

We survived as a community in Iran from
Mashad and then in Tehran. Fortunately, until now,
we are not doing so bad in New York. By the year
2020 or 3030 or 4040, we can still have a high
chance of being united even if by then, we are
living on the moon or Mercury. This can only be
accomplished if we care enough to stay together and
not to cause our own separation by our own doings.

Looking at the Other Side

By: Hooman Dilmanian

Editor’s Note: Based on previous misunderstandings regarding the issue of
education, we would like to restate that the following article, like all other

articles in the Youth Supplement, is based on personal opinion and
observation and does not necessarily reflect views of Megillah.

The controversy rages on 1n our community:
"Yeshiva or Public". A multitude of editorials have
been presented defending both sides of the issue.
Each article has discussed various topics and
viewpoints. I, myself, am out to show that not all
yeshivas available to our community are suitable for
our needs. Until our community can provide an
affordable Jewish school that is acceptable, many of
our parents and children will continue to choose
public schools.

1) RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
Naturally, yeshivas offer more in the sense of
learning about Judaism, since religion is the focus of
the school day. However, many people in our
community still choose public schools because of the
deficiencies of some of the available yeshivas, and
thec high cost of yeshivas that they consider
acceptable. Those who choose to attend a
non-Jewish school still feel that they have a chance
to be good Jews and learn about the fundamentals
of our religion. In fact, my bar-mitzvah instructor
considered me to be one of the finest Torah readers
he had ever taught, besides the fact that I know
much about Judaism and Torah in general.
Furthermore, many public schools also respect the
fact that many of their teachers and students are
Jewish. For example, a public elementary school in
continued on next page...
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The Family Tree
By: Eva Dilmanian

It was a sunny afternoon in the quiet town of
Bellaire, Michigan. Little Jessica Shoeman barged in
through the back door of her house.

- "Mom! Mom!"

She looked for her mother all around the house
until she found her lounging in the den.

=~ "Mom!"

- "What’s wrong, dear?"

She looked at her daughter curiously, for she
had never seen her so inquisitive.

- "Mom, where does our family come from?”

Jessica asked as she climbed onto her mother’s
lap.

- "What makes you ask, honey?"

- "Well, for homework my teacher wants me to
trace my ancestors back to 1920 and make a family
tree.”

Mrs. Shoeman watched her daughter’s eyes get
bigger with every word.

- "Oh!"

Mrs. Shoeman got up and left the room. She
returned carrying what looked to Jessica like a big
black box.

- "What’s that?" Jessica asked with great interest.

- "This 1s a video cassette recorder. It’s what
they used in the old days to play back what was
recorded. They used to connect it to something
called a television set, but I think I can hook it up
to our screen.”

The film began and Jessica couldn’t help but ask
who every one was. Mrs. Shoeman kept pointing
out and naming all of Jessica’s ancestors.

An Unhopeful Outcome
By: Haleh Nematzadeh

I hate flying. I never fly unless I have to, unless
there 1s an important reason, and I guess flying to
see¢ your long-lost sister would be a good one. 1
haven’t seen her for over forty years. Why didn’t
we keep in touch? Simple. I’m not supposed to be
alive, that is, on the planet Earth.

Forty years ago, the democratic government of
the U.S.A. and NASA decided to conduct an
experiment. They randomly selected fifty people to
go live on the unexplored planet of Venus, and I
was one of these people. We lived in a little space
colony and were discovered by Venusians, the life
form on Venus. The Venusians were extremely
friendly and welcomed us to stay on peace-loving
Venus, which interestingly enough i1s much more
high-tech than Earth. All in all, it 1s just a better
place to live. So, we wisely accepted the offer and
reported the desicion back to Earth. Fearing that
most of the people of Earth may want to escape
problems such as war and inflation (we are dealing
with the post-vietnam generation here) and move to
Venus, the government decided not to report this
new habitat. Instead, they reported that we died in
the shuttle: a Crash.

So, I'm secretly flying to Earth from Mars, the
most blood-thirsty planet in the galaxy. They

- "Mom, where 1s this?" Jessica inquired.

- "New York, 1t used to be a beautiful city, but
now it’s just a toxic waste dump.”

- "Whatever happened to all these people?”

- "They all went their own ways. These people,
the Mashadis they called themselves, decided not to
be together anymore."

- HWhy?"

- "Some of them were becoming religious, some
not. Some considered themselves Americans and
some thought of themselves as Mashadis from Iran.
Some of them like my father and mother just moved
away from 1t all.”

- "Didn’t everyone want to stay together in New
York?"

- "Yes, some people tried to influence the
religious people to become less religious or to make
the less religious more religious,” Mrs. Shoeman
paused, "but I guess it just didn’t work out."

haven’t had a state of peace for over fifty years.
It’s almost as if the word "peace” is obliterated from
their vocabulary.

Anyway, you don’t know what a relief 1t 1s to
discover that we will be arriving soon. The lady
seated by me had the most unbearable snore, along
with the other five people on the spaceship. It’s
kind of funny, actually, since the spaceship has room
for about 500 and there was only six of us.

As I unboard the ship, I started to feel a little
nervous. What should I say to my sister? 1 hope
she understands why I have forgotten my Persian
and my existence as a Mashadi.

But all my nervousness quickly escaped me as I
realized that the Earth wasn’t a planet anymore, it
was a disaster area. A person could mistake it for
Mars, the planet of war. There are human body
fragments lying on the ground along with car parts,
remains of food, newspapers, not to mention tons of
styrofoam. I pick up a paper, the headline reads:
"Bush shot by Quayle". The lady who snored
distracts me from the article as I overhear her say:
"So it’s true what they said back in Mars, George?
Earth ran out of oxygen as the final hole in the
ozone layer opened up letting in all those deadly
rays?”

yS(} that’s what happened! How could they be so

ignorant? No one listened in the late-seventies with
continued on next page...
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Megillah In The Year 2020
By: Mehran Bassali

The following are excerpts from articles and

announcements that will appear in the September,
2020 Issue of Megillah:

We are happy to announce that GIA
(Gemological Institute of America) has agreed to
accept Mashad1 students after they finish the 8th
grade. This way, the young people of our
community will not have to waste their time to
complete high school before officially entering the
Mashadi business world.

We also invite everyone to attend the Mashadi
GIA graduation party on Sunday, October 25th at
the Mashadi Center 2 Ballroom.

-Jewelry and Gem Education Subcommittee
(formerly the Higher Education Subcommittee)

We have, regretfully, been informed that two
young people in our community have made plans to

attend college and are even thinking about medical
school. We will not mention their names here to
avold embarassment to their families, but we will
approach them in the near future to try to persuade
them not to abandon our tradition and heritage of
the jewelery business.

-Jewelry & Gem Education Subcommittee

P.S. It is importent to rimember that money is
mor importent than ejukashen.

As you may know, the Central Board has passed
a resolution limiting the size of weddings and other
parties to 3000 guests. Some complaints were raised
that a member of the Board recently held a wedding
party for his daughter with over 4500 guests,
violating their own resolution.

It 1s ironic that many of the current Board
members are former members of the Youth
Committee of the 1990’s, who continuously criticized

the Board of their time for not following rules set

by them. :
continued on next page...

..continued from previous page

all that talk about the ozone and how it’s all gone.
In the newspaper I read that there is one scientist
who secretly invented a shelter as protection against
the deadly rays. He explained that as the
governments kept getting more and more powerful,
they united with those in other nations and they
began to demolish democracy.

Starting out with censorship, they organized a
thought police. An organization who sought out and
arrested those who committed thought-crime
(thinking thoughts that were not for the common
good).

That night I recharged my airpack and layed out
thinking of my recent experience. I looked out into
the stars. They looked down on me. It seemed as if
the soul of each and every person had radiated into
the stars. I longed for the weekends that were spent
at the synagogue with my family, when life was so
happy, so simple. There were so many things I
didn’t get to tell my sister. That I have a wife and

Megillah YOUTH Supplement

children, that I loved her, and most of all that I'm
still alive. |

The destruction of Earth made me realize other
1ssues also.

It was humanity that no longer cared that
allowed such destruction to occur. Nobody bothered
to vote against anything, they had become too lazy.
Soon all ethnic groups were forced to live in a
separate bubble, away from the rest of the world,
due to fear that they might unite and overthrow. I
learned that the Mashadi group was one of them.
The last steps taken was the government killing off
all "undesirables,” such as environmentalists who
often spoke out against the system.

Coming back made me realize how plain stupid it
1s to take things for granted, to be so ignorant. No
one wanted to believe the fact that the environment
was crumbling, until it was gone. Nobody realized
the importance of freedom, until it was taken away.
Finally, no one realized how precious life really is,
like I just have.
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A New Kind Of Evolution
By: Robert Mardkha

"Our community in the year 2020" or 2040 or
2240 for that matter. Does it really make a
difference how far into the future we are thinking
about? Or even whether our community will remain
a separate community several years down the road.
What’s important 1s that we always dream about the
future; at least until we grow old when we start
remembering the past. Details do not mean much in
that respect. In fact we can never predict the future
very accurately, just as most predictions that were
made a hundred or so years ago turned out to be
somewhat 1naccurate.

In the past several decades, because of the
quantum leap made in scientific discoveries, and the
emergence of the "machine”, most futurists have been
obsessed with technology and automated living,
viewing 1t as an antidote and a viable solution to
problems that were not quite defined. They
envisioned magnificent utopias where every man’s
farthest wishes were only as far away as the tip of
his fingers. But the mood seems to be changing now.

Not that there 1s anything wrong with technology;
or that we can do without intelligent machines. It is
all so absolutely fine. But the fact is that we have
seen so much technology that it all seems so
predictable now, and it doesn’t seem to amuse us as
much anymore; or maybe it does?

OK. So in thirty years we are going to wear
wrist computers that tell us everything we need to
know even before asking. Or in forty years we are
going to have perfectly lifelike Androids roaming
around that do all the dirty work, other than other
things. Or 1n fifty years we are going to have
medical scanners that scan our illness in a flash and
fix us up in a zap. Happy? We might even have
mandatory brain implants that would flash a red
light on our foreheads everytime we are having bad
thoughts; this way we can achieve everlasting good
will. Or how about if we replace the flashing red
light with a device that would release a tiny jolt of
electric shock anytime we are having negative
thoughts; this way we can achieve everlasting peace.

The truth is that machines are only tools. The
humans who operate them are the ones who really
matter. It doesn’t seem that we are going to change
much mentally in the next few decades. According
to anthropologists, the human brain’s capacity and

complexity hasn’t changed much for the past 75,000
years. This translates, in evolutionary terms,
roughly to the emergence of the early Neandertals.
(For those of us who believe that we are only 5752
years old, this phenomenon still remains valid.) So
if we haven’t changed much for the past 75,000
years, why should we change much in the next thirty
years? The only thing that can possibly change
during this time is our attitudes. And our
relationships. And our understandings. But most
important and more crucial than anything else, our
perception of the world around us; who we are;
where we are coming from; where we are going, and
why we are here. We can’t possibly begin to answer
these questions very soon but we can surely try, by
asking the questions. In order to put yourself into

this state of mind, to begin to explore the world
around us, you have to conduct an experiment. A
mental experiment. Follow these instructions:

Sit down or lie back somewhere comfortable,
dark and quiet. Close your eyes, relax and start
thinking. (Note: this experiment not recommended
for people who fall asleep fast.) Imagine the
following scenario:

Imagine that you are among fifty or so people
on-board a large spaceship, lost in the void of
space. Run out of propulsion fuel, have no control
over your destination, no contact with anyone else,
and just drifting. Drifting among an ocean of stars.
Drifting quietly, away and away from the Earth and
the Sun. The last thing that you know about your
home planet is that it was on a collision course with
an off course comet. All communications from the
Earth have ever since been ceased. There 1s a
chance that there were no survivors. You are
probably among the last living humans, all alone.
You are humanity’s last hope; somewhat like seeds
in a bottle, floating in a vast ocean, looking to crash

on land but with no shores at sight.
L L A H

continucd on next page...
M E
S U P E M E N T

&

|
P L

Editorial Policy

The Megillah Youth Supplement is an op/ed publication of the Mashadi
Youth Committee. All opinions represent the views of the authors. The
following is the editorial policy of the Youth Supplement:

A. Deadlines for all articles will be the 30th day of the month following the
month published on the cover of the latest issue of the Megillah.

B. No anonymous letter or articles will be published.

C. No editorial changes will be made to the content of the article without the
consent of the author.

D. All articles and letter should be submitted typed or hand-written
double-spaced and mailed to: Megillah Youth Supplement, P.O. Box 40, Kew
Gardens, New York 11415.
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The Funeral
By: Shahrouz Rahmanan

Every few minutes, the main door of the funeral
home opened and people walked in late. It was a
Monday morning and the orangish, light brown sky
was blocked by grey clouds. The late crowd handed
in their outdoor protective gear, registered at the
electronic finger print and palm reading machine,
and joined the rest of the attendees at the unusually
crowded funeral home. Although it was evident that
some of the people knew each other, it seemed that
they intentionally avoided contact. Every one was
silently day dreaming except for an inquisitive
young boy asking questions from his mother.

- "Mother, how come it is more crowded than all
the other recent funerals?"

- "Well, I think it is because the lady that passed
away wanted 1t that way. Since she knew she was
going to die, she asked every one to attend her
funeral. She always used to say how she was one of
the last Mashadis to be born in the city of Mashad,
and how she wanted every one to get together again."

- "Ma, what is a Mashadi?"

- "Mashadis were a community that your
grand-parents and great grand-parents belonged to.
You see, before you were born, your grand parents
were forced to move their community from Iran to
here. At first they were able to stay together but
slowly they all got separated and went their own

way.

- "Why? How come they didn’t stay together?"

- "You see, once they immigrated, they not only
had to make a living, but they had to maintain a
rather high standard of living while trying to adjust
to a new culture. It was very easy to lose sight of
the future. The next generation grew up with looser
ties to the community and each other. The group
nicknamed the "anti-religious" were the first to go.
They started marrying outside of the community, out
of spite for their parents and old traditions. Then,
the religious groups, which were hanging with each
other and avoiding the rest, simply broke off and
formed their own sect. There was hatred and
despise among everyone. Besides, a large part of
the community died when the ozone layer was
destroyed and the so called "Pollution Wars"

...continued from previous page

Your spaceship contains a complex but fragile
self-sustaining ecology with air, plants, vegetables
and some animals with no new resources added. It
was designed to support the crew for a long time
but how long will it last? Every individual aboard
has a job and a purpose, by design, to operate this
complex piece of machinery. Everyone’s existence
and function i1s crucial to the survival of all the
others. Differences, past origins and individualist
attitudes are put aside now because the important
thing is to survive.

Now ask yourself how you will conduct your life
in a situation like this? What values will you go
after? What goals will you concentrate on? How
will you deal with your fellow astronouts? And how
will you take care of your ship, your Noah’s Ark.
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broke out. To make matters worse, a group of
hopefuls that had moved to Israel to keep the
community alive were killed when Israel gave back
some land and couldn’t protect itself. Overall, the
entire community was dispersed within 15 years."

- "Couldn’t anyone do anything? Didn’t anyone
care?”

- "Sure, at first there were community leaders
that guided the people. They tried to keep every
one together, but it was a frustrating job. A
majority of parents didn’t care. They were too busy
thinking of themselves. Also, there used to be a
youth group called the Mashadi Youth Committee.
They tried to keep the youngsters together. They
even had a publication of their own. But someone
blew up their office during one of their meetings.
They never found out who did it. Some say it was a
candidate that did not get elected. Others say that
it was a religious fanatic that claimed the Youth
Committee did not have enough sub-committees on
religion. A few claim that the bomb was set by a
Mashadi1 drug addict and an alcoholic who opposed
them. It was a sad situation, but the people got
over it."

- "How could you lct that happen? How did you
get over 1t?7 How could you not think about the
future? When you were growing up didn’t you think
that some day you have to face your child and
explain how you lost your community? The ozone
layer? The country of Israel? Your heritage? My
future?”

- " I am sorry, son. I just didn’t think about it.
Back then, people used to live longer, up to 70-80
years of age. Children had more time to develop
and study and study. I remeber when we could go
out on the town and hang around with friends after
school. It was not like now where children are
schooled from the day they are born and are taught
18 hours a day. But as a result of that, you children
mature faster than children your age twenty years
ago. You have learned more and understand more
than them.”

- "Yes, mom. And it hurts more: it bothers me
more. I wish there was a way to warn the people
back then about their future.”

- "Yes my son, I wish we could do that. It is too
late now."

Ask yourself all these questions.

Betore you float away into the unknown, snap
out of your dream, open your eyes and look around.
Look around carefully. What do you see? You see
a room! No, but beyond that what do you see?
You see plants, animals and people. You see rocks
and trees. You see cities and continents. You see
the sky and the oceans. You see all there is that
you know, that you have, all aboard a planet, this
planet Earth, so wonderously similar to that
spaceship drifting into the void of space, like a spec
of dust, among a Galaxy of one hundred billion
stars, among a Universe of one billion Galaxies, so
tiny, so helpless, so fragile. You see the spaceship
Earth.

Now what are you planning to do in the year
20207
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Rumors Cause Harm

Following a traffic accident in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn, last August, in which a Jewish driver’s car
struck two black youngsters, killing or ', tensions
surfaced between the Chasidic and black
communities causing riots and violence to erupt. A
rabbinical student was stabbed and killed, and many
others were injured in the aftermath. Many feel
that this hostility was created because of rumors that
were spread throughout the community.

The Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith
published an ad in local papers explaining how
rumors begin, spread, and how they create preblems.
Because of the extensive amount of rumors that our
community is plagued with, it is important for us to
understand this process and realize how harmful
rumors can become.

The text of this ad appears below. We suggest
that you clip and save it for future reference.

Rumors....how do they start?

An incident is seen... or a story told... the "facts" are
repeated...BUT...

1- 1lly people remember sharp details and forge

those that were not so vivid... The most importanct

factor or information may be left out of the report.

2- Whig I‘Il'll.l'l ver depends on
11T own 1nters ind exper .. A person’s job,
political views, age, life experlences etc., all atfect
how events are seen and how mformatlon 18
absorbed and re-told.

3- Frequently people S vhat they expe¢ ) _Se¢
whether it was really there or not... The expectation
that something good or bad will happen often
determines how a person sees an event and retells
what happened.

4- People fill in gaps to make a Story more
A person may report something seen or heard the
way it "ought" to be, or the way it "usually” 1s,
rather than the way it actually happened.

5- People build up a story in retelling it...

Often a person will make an event more exciting
and imortant than it may have been in order to
make it worth retelling.

O~ [ e often shorten a story in retelling it...
Leavmg out details makes a story easier to
remember but this often distorts the facts and
changes the effect the story has on the listener.

If someone tells you a rumor, ask these
questions...

a- How much of this story do you know to be
true, and how much are you taking on somebody
else’s say—so?

b- Who told you this story? How reliable is he 1n
this case, and where did he get it in the first place?

c- How far from the original source has this tale
come?

d- How much harm and injustice may we be
doing 1if we believe this story, and if we help to
pass 1t around?

e— If the story seems to require some action, how
can we check 1t for facts, and sort out the truth
from the changes and distortions that have crept in,
before we act?

Unnecessary Endings
By: Nadia Chafieian

From one end comes driving a family of three

Replete with love and laughter from where I can see

A beautiful couple with a three year old daughter

The baby clenching a teddy her parents had just bought her
An adorable baby with precious blond curls

Lying in picktails each swurls

Invariably laughing - everlasting smile across her face
Wearing pretty pink dresses with ruffles of lace

Old Mc-Donald’s is being sung by the three

No where else they would preferably be

From the other end two girls and two boys hanging at a club
This was the newest and latest pub

Only one girl left sober of the four

Another drink each second the bartender would pour

The driver could hardly walk straight - he was so drunk

A strong scent of alcohol on his exhalation had stunk

All inscribing the car ready to depart

The driver turned on the car and was ready to start

To the sober girl it was not an issue to let him drive

His right to his car she did not deprive

Blasting music in his car

Everything seemed blurry - he could not see far

Suddenly his stomach felt weak and bad

Control of the car he no longer had

Old Mc-Donald’s and the blasting music collided

The two cars crashéd and then divided

"Mommy - Daddy!" the baby cried

The four and the two parents were lucky they had survived
There baby just lay still clenching her teddy

Blood clashing through her pink lace - lying steady

Her platinum curls so bright lying on top of a rumage pile
Even now -~ decad dcross the baby’s face still was her precious smile

In this poem, I'm not asking anyone not to drink. I do not
have the right to do so. However, I do have the right to demand
that the person driving beside me on the road not be intoxicated.

M E G
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Yolume Four, October 1991, Published by the Mashadi Youth Committee

The topic of this issue of the Youth Supplement
is the vision of the youth of this community of
themselves thirty years down the line.

It is and was a difficult request and the response
we received is a reflection of that.

But the question posed is an important one. It
requires the writer to scrutinize both himself/herself
and the community and evaluate whether we will
still call ourselves Mashadis in the year 2020.

As much as parents don’t care to hear about it
the cards are heavily decked on the other side.
Intermarriage, the leading factor in a possible
demise of the Jewish faith, will soon become a
factor in our society. A lack of a clear definition,
purpose or objective for the existence of this
community will create a gap between the youth and
the elders of our community. The apathy of the
youth towards the political and self-serving
undertones involved in the governing of this
community will affect the willingness of the youth
to continue the tradition. The religious intolerance
of both extreme sects of this community will create
a separation m thc bond we call bemg a Mashad1

|} =

Why do we behave as we do when we are in
public?

The topic for the mnext issue of the Youth
Supplement, in conjunction with the Persian
section of Megillah, is the issue of behavioral
problems and the lack of discipline evident in
both the youth and adults of our community,
during gatherings.

During past Youth Committee events a definite
negative image of the youth of this community
has been left in the minds of many who have had

Masthadis: THe Next qu eration

This bond that we call being a Mashadi is
unfortunately a frail one. Why? The main reason
being that it has never been expressed to us why we
should remain together. What is the purpose of
being a Mashadi? What is the reason that we are
not encouraged to marry other Jews? These
questions are never answered, but they will be asked
more and more often.

It is imperative that the leaders of our
community create a statement to express the
definition, purpose or goals of this community. It is
also important for the youth to be educated about
the history and tradition of Mashadi Jews. Only
through educating the community about this bond
can we hold on to it. We hold within our grasp
something very precious, but to be able to hold on
to it, we have to be able to explain to the youth
what it is exactly that is precious and special about
our unity.

The most difficult question to answer in the year
2020 will be that of a child asking his/her parents:
"Why should I consider myself a Mashadi?" N H

- ————
T o —

::{;igh
=t |

iR

o5 iy

' pregc

A,

L

e bl
il

if
g-'elrrr
LU= RNy

o

to deal with us. From the Boat Party to the
Rafting Trip, we have continuously gotten
complaints and negative feedback on the behavior
of our youth.

Who is at fault? Is it specifically the
behavioral problems of a few individuals? Is the
community at fault for keeping us so secluded
that we cannot deal with others? Are our parents
at fault for being less than perfect role models?

Let us know what you think!

Megillah
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intellectual creativity. Since TV occupies both the
thoughts and the sense of vision of children, 1t
leaves no room for the child’s imaginative abilities
to grow.

5- American TV also has a negative effect on
children’s discipline and their values. This 1s the
most obvious harm that television can cause the
children of our community. Many of today’s TV
programs are empty of any moral and social
meanings, and are in conflict with our community’s
traditions and values. Watching TV excessively
could make a child adopt his standards and
philosophy of life from television instead of learning
them from his parents. The smallest effects of such
a problem would be for a child to get confused
comparing these conflicting standards and lose
confidence i1n Jewish family values.

6- Television takes away from the attention that
members of a family should pay to each other.
When a TV set is on in the family room, none of
the family members can get the full attention of
anyone else. The desire for the attention of adults
is one of the most basic insticts of children. Deep
and genuine attention of a parent to a child is
necessary for creating a calm and healthy
environment for children’s upbringing.

7- Perhaps the most serious harm of television is
that children who are permitted to watch TV for
many hours by their parents, feel neglected and not
very much liked. In their childhood years,
youngsters need to see themselves as the center of
attention. Television, when used as a tool to keep
the child occupied while the parents are busy, can
hurt a child’s self confidence. When a child 1s
encouraged to play with toys, however, this problem
1S not created, because at least the child feels that
the parents do show concern.

Combining our community’s warm,
family-oriented values with the American lifestyle is
not an easy task. Our traditions of basing our
children’s upbringing on attention, kindness, and
Jewish discipline and values, 1s our community’s
social asset that is not always adaptable with
Western culture. We can find ways to use Western
civilization to our benefit, without losing our
traditions. Fortunately, there are many TV
programs available that are suitable for children.
Parents can choose these programs on video cassettes
or by checking program listings. Some of the
programs on PBS or even commercial channels can
be very educational and entertaining for children.
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Closely monitoring children’s TV viewing habits
will not only eliminate many potential problems, but
it will also show the parents’ interest in their
children, which in itself is most paramount in
children’s upbringing.

An Embarassing Incident

After the recent MYC rafting trip, a letter was
received from the Whitewater Challengers, Inc., the
center that organizes such trips on the Lehigh River.
In this letter, the behavior of our youth was strongly
criticized by the trip’s guides and instructors. An
excerpt of the letter is presented below:

Throughout the course of the day despite our
constant effort and your own attempts to help
(which our guides appreciated) your group
demonstrated a general lack of control and refused
to adhere to basic standards of safety and courtesy.
Specifically:

1- Members of your group refused to listen to
the guides’ pre-trip safety briefing; and refused to
remain quiet enough so that others could hear.
Some openly ridiculed the instruction, leaving the
impression that the safety measures being discussed
were either unimportant or irrelevant.

2- Your group refused to refrain from
paddle-splashing and violent horseplay the kind
which accounts for many of the injuries we see on
the river.

3- Your group refused to keep life jackets
buckled, and in a number of instances, refused to
wear their life jackets even after repeated strong
requests from the trip leader and other guides.

4- Members of your group insisted upon carrying
and consuming alcohol during the trip, despite
repeated advice that this was not acceptable.

5- Members of your group refused to stay 1In
their rafts in the fast water sections. Even after
specific warnings, they swam and floated outside
rafts through and between rocks, rapids, strainers
and other hazards unknown to them.

6- Members of your group intentionally deflated
their raft, creating an unsafe condition for
themselves and for others.

These and other inappropriate and unsafe actions
occurred not once, but repeatedly throughout the
course of the trip, despite numerous requests from
the guides to co—operate.

Again, we all look forward to the enjoyment that
is inherent in the sport of whitewater rafting. But it
is our solemn responsibility to assure that this
enjoyment is not achieved at the expense of your or
our personal safety. We urge you to consider this
carefully before planning your future whitewater or
other outdoor activities.

Megillah

Mr. A.C. has written:

Dear Fake Editor; My group of friends and I do
not get chance to enjoy our favorite pastime,
gambling, any more since we have to go to weddings
and partlcs almost every night of the week.
Gambling is very important to us, and we all miss
the times when we used to have gambling
get-togethers a few times a week. Can you help us?

Dear Mr. A.C.,

I understand and sympathize with you. Many
people are feeling this gap in their lives because
there are so many parties, specially since the parties
are getting boring and are not much fun any more.
I am happy to inform you that I have taken the
initiative to improve this situation. I recently
contacted the caterers at Temple Israel and
convinced them to make arrangements, from now on,
at all weddings and parties to have half the tables
set up for dining, and the other half for gambling.
This way you can kill two birds with one stone;
attend all the parties that you are obligated to, and
still gamble and have your fun. For the time being
you must bring your own deck of cards.

Mr. L. M. has written:

Dear Fake Editor; As young members of this
community, my friends and I participate in many
Youth Committee activities. What we enjoy the
most are the trips that envolve a bus ride to
somewhere! We really have a wild time on the
buses. We jump from one seat to the next, have
water fights, force people in to the luggage area,
and we get so loud that in comparison, a discoteque
would sound as quiet as a library. Just seeing the
shocked expression on the bus drivers face, which
seems like he 1s driving wild Amazonians, makes the
entire trip worthwhile. My complaint, however, is
that sometimes the organizers of trips make up
excuses like "this bus is full,” don’t let all my friends
get in the same bus, and ruin our fun. Can you do
something for us?

Dear L.M.:

You are absolutely correct. In fact the most
interesting part of all the trips 1s the bus ride.
Otherwise, who would want to go to picnics, rafting,
or on scientific trips. For this reason I'm contacting
the Youth Committee to organize new activities
called "Bus Trips." The Youth Committee would
rent a number of buses for the day, fill them to
twice the maximum occupancy with people, drive
around the city the entire day, and return home at
night. I'm sure everyone would agree that this

would be a most interesting and fun event.
* k %k %k %k
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Fake Letters to the Fake Editor
(Hakim Bashi)

It has become fashionable for all publications to
print advertisements to cover their costs. We didn’t
want to fall behind the trends, so we’ll be accepting
Fake Advertisements for the Fake Letters column.
We already have a couple of ads for this issue
which appear below:

I'_.I—I__I
- - -
I' 7" A Rebate offer from N "I

BENNIGANS OF GREAT NECK

DONT come to Bennigans on Thursday
“z night and we’ll buy you a drink!

Take advantage of this exciting offer:
GO ANYWHERE ELSE ON THURSDAY NIGHT
mail us your receipts and we’ll send you a check for
the cost of your drink!

4'

iy,

v/ /\

Mashadi Community Only: Offer is void if you step into Bennigans at

A

any time during the night. PLEASE DO NOT bring in your receipts in

p-ursuul

Mail your receipts to:

Project Sanity Rebate Offer,
P.O. Box 4267,

Great Neck, NY 11023

A A Flctmnal advertisement 4 4 4

F<<<<<‘>>>>>1I

« )‘ )S.I ,-l-ﬁ»
A STUDIO DE JAVU

Studio De Javu will provide you with a
video of your wedding or party for only
$200. That’s right, only $200!!

A
Since most parties are very similar, we will not have /
to film your entire party! We have footage from
everyone from past parties. We will film the
families of the bride and groom for a few minutes
and edit it into existing vidcos from our archives.

The results are great!

Charges for extra services:
If you have European or Italian guests: $50.
If you have a musical band other than Nader: $75.
If the party is not at Temple Israel: $100.
Your Money Back if anyone can tell the difference!

<<<<<>>>>>:l
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MAZAL TOV
Collected by: Haroon Kohanim

Births:

Girls:
Ramin & Ronita Kalaty
Nouri & Shoshana Bassalian
Avraham & Mojgan Hakimian
Kourosh & Shideh Tavazo
Simkha & Ladan Idjadi
Sirous & Simin Aziz
Massoud & Kathy Banilevy
Parviz & Malka Namdar
Behrouz & Neda Behnam
Simkha & Ariella Kashizadeh
Abtin & Romina Etessami
Kourosh & Mahtab Zar

Boys:
Faramarz & Minoo Hakimian
Phillip & Betty Hakimian (twins)
Babak & Naz Chaffian
Iraj & Lida Dilmani
Sammy & Farit Edalati
Morris & Doris Naderi
Johnny & Parisa Kordevani
Robert & Juliet Livi

Bar Mitzvahs:

Payam, son of Mr. & Mrs. Lotfollah Rahmanan
Ivan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jubin Hakimian
David, son of Mrs. Parvin Leviem

Benny, son of Mr. & Mrs. Fatollah Hematian

Engagements:

Soheila Rahmanan & Samad Hakimi

Lobat Kashanian & Allen Hakim

Naghmeh Nabavian & Babak Kamali

Sherry Solomar & Moshe Ghodsi Ghassabian

Marriages:

Tirana Namdar & Ramin Gorgian
Neda Kashimallak & Daryoush Rahmanan
Taraneh Namdar & Massoud Karimzadeh
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Report of Israel Trip — Group #2
By: Naim & Dina Bakhshi

Last summer we had the priviledge of
accompanying the second group of young people on
a trip to Israel. From the moment the plane touched
down at Ben Gurion International Airport, there was
joy in the air. The enthusiasm of the group was
quite obvious. For some of them it was the first
time they had visited Israel and for others it was the
third or fourth time. But the excitement was the
same for everyone.

If we wanted to tell you a day-by—-day account
of our activities in Israel, it would fill pages after
pages. But to let everyone in on some of the fun
here is a small sample of some typical days during
our visit to Israel.

To start out, we took a plunge into the
Mediterranean before going to a Kibbutz for dinner.
We started from the south. We explored and hiked
areas of the Negev with special desert vehicles. Not
everyone gets to see and enjoy the Negev the way
we dad.

Next stop was Jerusalem. The drive north to
Jerusalem was understandably very exciting,
especially for those who were enthusiastically
awaiting their first arrival in Jerusalem. We spent a
memorable Shabbat in Jerusalem at the Sephardic
Center in the old city. The location of this center
and its proximity to the Kotel makes 1t a very
unique place. During our stay in Jerusalem we all
had a chance to pray by the Kotel. We also got to
see one of the most astonishing sights which was the
newly opened tunnel beneath the Western Wall.
This tunnel which is carved under the Kotel all the
way to the north side of the wall, contains numerous
historical sites from 2000 years ago.

Through our drive north we did some cherry
picking in Kibbutz Migdal 0Z. The following days
we visited Acre, Rosh HaNikra, Safed and Tel Chai.
One of the most exciting part of this leg of our trip
was a 3-hour hike in the Golan Heights and
canoeing in the Jordan River. After a swim in the
Banias waterfalls no one wanted to leave the place
to go back south. |

Our trip ended i1n Jerusalem. It 1s difficult to
put down into a few words the excitements of more
than 2 weeks of Israel. It was truly a memorable
and unforgetable trip for both of us, and I am sure
everyone in our group had as much fun as we did.
All we can tell you is Israel is great. Spend your
vacation there. You will enjoy it!!

Megillah

Effects of American Television on Children
By: Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.
Translated by: Mehran Etessami

This article appeared in Farsi in a past issue of Megillah.

American i1deology believes that government
should not control or overly interfere with the
details of people’s lives. Therefore, unlike in many
other countries, American television programming is
mainly produced by commercial corporations. While
in most other western and civilized nations children’s
TV programming i1s prepared by the government’s
cultural agencies, the U.S. government only provides
some general guidelines and regulations for
children’s programming and does not otherwise
interfere with its contents. American television
networks, many of whom operate for 24 hours a
day, all belong to for-profit commercial
corporations (with the exception of the PBS
network). These networks make their profits by
selling advertising time or by charging subscription
fees (cable pay-television).

Television is an extremely powerful tool for
influencing the mind of the viewer. In this regard,
radio 1s not comparable with television because the
mind can absorb information much faster through
the sense of vision than by hearing. Because of its
eftfectiveness, television has been known to change
even the political and social beliefs of its audience.
It has been conjectured that TV broadcasts from
free world countries had a great influence in
bringing about the recent political upheavals in
Eastern Europe. If this great power of television is
used correctly in entertainment and in educational
programming, it could be a very useful tool for
social improvement. But for this purpose TV
programming must be produced by responsible
educational agencies that have a goal of using
television positively for the benefit of the viewers,
and not by companies whose sole purpose is to
increase their revenue. Considering that on average,
each American child watches television for three and

a half hours a day, the importance of this issue
should be obvious.

The rate that TV stations charge for broadcasting
advertisements is directly related to the popularity
or ratings of the programs. Companies who
specialize in polling the viewers continuously publish
the rating figures of all TV programs. As a result,
the main goal of every TV network is attracting
more viewers, and they use all legal means to
achieve this. From the viewpoint of the networks, a
good TV program does not need to have any moral,
social, or educational value; it merely has to attract
a larger audience. At different times of the week,
TV stations schedule their programs to attract
different groups of viewers. Children’s programming
1s usually scheduled at pre-school and after school
hours, and during the daytime on weekends and
holidays. Most of these are made up of superficial
cartoons and films that include violence and lack
any educational or aesthetic value. (It is important
to note that children learn to appreciate art and
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