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Need Money Fast, Low Rates, No Closing Costs

Double your inventory, Double your income

SAED MORTGAGE T390 s
Fquity Financing®7,500 -*500,000

Dear customer,

| am pleased to introduce you to one of the best home equity
lines of credit anywhere. To begin with, 1t has one ol the
lowest variable introductory rates available - currently 6./75%,
APR ( Prime minus 2.00% ) for the hirst six months

L.ow rates. No Closing costs.

After the six-month introductory penod, you'll continne to
get low rates. For line of $75,0000r more, you'll recerve o
law variable rate, currently 9.7% APR ( Prime plus 95% )
For line amount from $25,000 up to 75,000 you'll recerve o

competitive variable rate, currently 10.20% APR ( Prime plus
1.45%). No closing costs. No mortgage taxes. And no ap
praisal fees. All this can save you hundreds of dollars ripht
from the start.

Save now. Save at tax time, too

You can gain significant saving at tax time, too. Because yous
home is what secures your Home Equity Line of Credit, you
can deduct your interest payments and take advantape ol one
of the last tax write-ofls lefl.

Unlike high-rate credit options such as mstallment Toans nnd
credit cards, you can deduct the interest on your home equity
line of credit the same way you deduct the mterest on you
mortgage. This means the effective rate you pay after taxes s
cven lower. For example, the introductory rate of 6. /5%, AT'H
will actually be 4.32% APR after taxes.* S50 you can make
home improvements, consohidate high-rate credit card debt,
make tuition payments or purchase a new car - while petting
a2 lax deduction at the same time.

Make low monthly payments.

But the savings don't stop there. Because for the Tast 1O years
of your home qu_lity ]illC, you can make low, miterest only
payments. So if you consolidate balances on credit cards and

other loans, your total monthly payment could be Tower And
you pay interest only on the amount you've used
total amount of your line.

not the
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No Closing Costs.
No Appraisal Fees.
No Attorney kees.
No Title Insurance Fees.

No Title Search Fees.

No Mortgage Tax.

No I'iling Fee.

No Mortgage Recording Fee.
No Annual Fees.

No Pre-Payment Penalties.

No I'lood Zone Certification Fees.

10 Year Line of Credit.

[ lTow Many Times

Do We Have To Say " No”

Belore You Say " Yes !

"We do 1st mortgages, 2nd mortgages,
commercial mortgages.
Even if you have bad credit!”

(718) 279-9630

69-19 Douglaston parkway
Douglaston, NY 11362

Tel. & Fax: (718) 428-6652
BEEPERS : (718) 247-6122
(516) 372- 4419

( Registered Mortgage Broker, N.Y.S. Banking Depl. Loans Arangaed Thia 3idd Party Providers). (Al Rates & Terms Subject 1o Changae Wil
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Editorial

| From the Megillah’s Editors: Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.
Rabin’s Assassination Taught Us...

The murder of Yitzhak Rabin, late Prime Minister and
Defense Minister of Israel, shook our community like most other
Jewish communities in the Diaspora. We should compare our
reaction to this event to other Diaspora communities, not to the
general reaction within Israel. Israelis will naturally react
differently to the assassination and there will be different
repercussions among Israelis than in the Diaspora. For the
people of Israecl, Rabin was a leader, the hero of the War of
Independence and the Six Day War and the courageous
statesman who took the first and the most difficult steps toward
a peace with the Palestinians and consequently directed Israel to
the highway to peace.

Obviously, the Israelis will have felt Rabin’s passing more
intensely than we did. And it is for this very reason that the
tribute Israelis paid to him was completely unprecedented in the
history of this country. It has been estimated that about one
third of the people of Israel in some way paid their respects to
Rabin: some passed by his coffin in front of the Knesset in
Jerusalem; some stood on the street sides as the funeral
proceeded to Mount Herzl; some attended the funeral; some
participated in the shiva evening in the Rabin Square in Tel
Aviv which turned out to be the largest gathering in the history
of Israel; others participated in tens of assemblies in his shiva,
his shloshim, and the period between these days; and thousands
upon thousands visited his grave. The Israeli children and
youth lightened millions of »’shama candles for him near the
Kotel HaMa'aravi, 1n the Rabin Square, near his home in Ramat
Aviv, and 1n other places. Millions of Israelis wept for him: in
front of their televisions, next to their radio, reading the
newspaper;, whenever they remembered him. And they still do.

This event sheds a light on the Israelis: they are a loving
people with a sense of gratitude. One lesson we learn is that one
individual cannot impose his will on the Israeli people by firing
some bullets. How lucky we are that the democratic system in
Isracl does not allow an armed attack to change the political
orientation of the Israeli government as the assassin had
intended. The second lesson we learn is that the silent majority
in Israel, that 1s to say, those who were happy with Rabin's
leadership of the peace process, will not be silent anymore.
Many of these people did not vote for Rabin of for the other
partics 1n his cabinet in the 1992 elections but recent poles
indicate that today more than 70 percent of the Israelis support
the peace process. The third lesson we learn is that long-term
agitation of the sections of the population using extreme slogans
can eventually bring about a disaster. All it takes is for one
individual to carry out an act of insanity under the influence of
such agitation. Democracy and freedom of expression are not
licenses for agitating the population against political leaders.

Although the mourning period for Rabin’s death was
powerful and unprecedented in the Diaspora community, it was

Number 51,

Shevat 5756 ,

weak and less unified in comparison with the mourning period
In Israel. The response of the Jews living in Diaspora to the
assassination of Rabin was an indication of the steady decline in
feelings for Zionism - which represents the movement to
encourage the Jewish people to return to Isracl. We should
remember that the reason we can live as free and proud Jews 1n
the Diaspora 1s mostly the existence of the State of Israel. The
assassination of Rabin has revealed an unfortunate loss of
awareness of this fact. Both these points are much to be sorry
for.

It may be appropriate at this time to write a few sentences
about teaching Zionism to the children and the youth of our
community since, unfortunately, some of our youth seemed to be
somehow indifferent to Rabin's death. Zionistic education in our
community can come from three sources: school, home, and the
community's educational programs. QOur children do not enjoy |
much Zionistic education in school: those attending public |
schools do not learn anything about Zionism and those attending |
religious schools learn mostly about Eretz Israel rather than
about the State of Israecl and Zionism as an 1deology. It is first
and foremost the task of the parents and, to a lesser extent, the
duty of the community to generate this love and sense of identity
among the children and the youth.

The community's Zionistic programs are carried out in the |
curriculum of Talmud Torah studies as well as by the Youth
Commuttee, the Sisterhood, and the Central Board. The most
successful among these programs is the Isracl Summer Trip for
the Youth which the Youth Committee has organized for more
than ten years with the financial support of a very benevolent
family in the community. The Isracl Day Parade in Manhattan,
which the Youth Committee also organizes annually, is very
effective too. Considering the fact that our community has
always been Zionistic and moderate, and considering the fact
that Zionism can be a common denominator for bringing
together different levels of observance in the community, there
1s much room in our community to expand Zionistic programs.

For the sake of comparison, when we lived in Teheran before
the Revolution, several Zionistic organizations, such as
HeChalutz and "Kooroshe Kabir", attracted a large percent of
the Jewish youth in Teheran with their interesting cultural,
social, and entertaining programs. Fortunately, both the Central
Board and the Youth Committee are now planning to expand,
and perhaps unite, their "Israel and Zionism" committees. One
effective program could be to organize discussions with the
children and the youth about Israel and Zionism on Sundays or
on weekday evenings.

Blessed be Rabin's memory and blessed be the State of Israel.

Page 1

January 1996




By: Edward Nassimi

New York, December 20, 1995

1. Yom Kippur Services:

This year the Central Board arranged
Yom Kippur services at two locations.
Over 650 community members attended

Megiillan
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the services at the Marriott Hotel in Long Staff in alphabetical order:
Island. In addition, services were held in .
the Great Neck Synagogue Gym with E‘dltors :
several hundred community members beoaey Davfmdzaqﬁ"h

_ Michel Dilamami
attending.

The proceeds of the donations made
during the services will be wused to
provide funding for all of our various
Community institutions and committees,
with the surplus to be used for the
construction of the new Mashadi Jewish

SNimclwr Torah Auction

4. Community Elections:

Farrokh D:Imaman Ph i, dehvenng a speech
at the Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Service

The following candidates were elected

Behrouz Dilmanian
Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.
Mehran Etessami

Contributing Editors:

Gina Aharonoff, Daniel Benilevi,
Nancy Hakimian, Mark Karimzadeh,

Center of Great Neck. On November 19th, elections were as Reserve Members of the Central — Lg;;ﬁ:;aszzi’ S
. | e . O R— L held for the Central Board and the Board: -
i n addition, all pledpges made on  the assassinated Prime Minister of Israel, S Boards based .

2. Simcha Torah: Shemint Azcret and Simcha Torah in our  Yitzhak  Rabin  in conjunction with Bynigogues 993::“ 5 S— . S — ;ew David Hezghia LayOUt Editor:
This year the traditional fund raising ~ Synagogucs.  were also donated (0 Shaare Tova and the MYC. This event S i clnatont o ks ks The ks Porvix Sidionlni Robert Manicn
event for the Talmud Torah Committee Talmud Torah Al Lopether, most ol ths was held at the Congreeation Sh P “1pa - s-e g e | | Ma 1 Ed .

Ereg —p Board would like to thank the Mansour Rahmanan i
was held on October 22nd at Shelter vyear’s Talmud Torah budpet was raised Tova. . . g ilmani
: - Supervisory Council for their tireless P —
Rock Jemsh Center. | As always, tl.ns We would hike to thank the community I'he program consisted of several sek Lo over-seeing this election 5 A da For N Central Mehran Etessami
even-t. gnjoyed wide community  for their pencrous  support ol this  speeches, including one by a delegate rocedure . RS Y L — f— Jack Rahmanan
participation and support. program. [rom the Israeli Consulate and several . | Board:

This event was organized in
conjunction with the Talmud Torah
Committee, the Sisterhood, the Mashadi
Youth Committee and MORA and many

3. Memorial Services For
Prime Minister Rabin:

songs performed by the renowned Cantor
Dardashti.

The turnout for this event was large.
Every person who attended signed a

The following candidates were elected
to the Central Board (listed according to
the number of votes received):

The new Central Board has been
organizing its agenda for the term 1n 1ts
first few meetings. This agenda includes,
among others, the following:

Youth Supplement:
Debbie Hakimian, Doron Hakimian,

Roxanne Hakimian, Natascha Nassimi
Tiffany Rahmanan

other community volunteers. The Central On November 12th, the Israel and  memorial book which was later given to Haroun Kohanim S“bscription Mailing List:
Board would lil::e to thank everybody who  Zionism Sub-Commnttce of the Central  the Israeli consulate in the name of the Bahram Kamali (tie) 1. Unification of our Synagogues and Shahab and Shava Etessam
helped make this event a success. Board organized o Memornial service for  Mashadi Community. Michael Dilamani (tie) implementation of the Central Advertisements:
~ oo — - ‘ - m—— = Behrouz Dilmanian Billing system. Behnaz Dilmanian Y
Edward Nassimi 2. Speedy completion of the Mashadi
i o Freidoun Hakim Jewish Center of Great Neck Treasurer:
In Th IS Issue ’ Behrouz Hakimian 3. Addressing the various social Mahtab Etessami
' s Elian roblems facing the community. . T
Article Page Article : _ Page gﬁ b " I; —— f i tyt - Production & Distribution:
Editorial: Rabin’s Assassination... / [ligher IFducation Committee Report 10 ucl Livian . Activation of the commuiiee system. Beluous Asie. Alibis Basanl:
| - ittan of e A 1S Ebrani e .
Central Board Report 2 Report from the Committee of Public Affairs 10 Louis _ b Leon Ebrami, Lloyd Ebrami,
Youth Committee Report 4 ["ducating Our Children In Our Tradition 11 Fatollah Hematian The *Central Boarq hopes that, wi Afshin Hakimian, Benny Hematian,
Talmud Torah Report 5 Iealth & Medicine 12 Houshang Namdar the continued cooperation of all segments David Hematian, Barbie Kashi,
Student Wish List 7 Youth Supplement 13-27 Nozar Hakimian and members of the community, we will Kami Kalaty, Nahal Nassimian,
Community News 8 Shira Chadasha Financial Report 28 David Kordvani be able to make substantial progress on Shahbod Nassimian, Shahyad Nassimian
Mazal Tov 8 Talmud Torah Financial Report 29 Houshang Nematzadeh all of these 1ssues.
Adpvertising space is sold to cover part
of the cost of Megillah’s publication.
Megillah is not responsible for the
Cover: _ validity of Kashrut claims of advertisers.
The Late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, laie 1960s '
l Talmud Torah Students in Queens and .ony Island Printed in the U.S.A.
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By: Daniel Benileuvi

MYC Billiards Tournament:

On Sunday night, November 19, the
MY held a billiards tournament at Plaza
Billiards 1n Great Neck. Included in the
billiards were backgammon and foozball.
| The winners were: Ebi Bassal (Level I);
|| Moshe Kendil (Level II); Daniel Bassal
I (backgammon); and Bijan Enayatian

(Foozball). The event attracted over 300 -

peop]e, includjng spectators of all ages. e —— B I
Once again, the Health and Fitness e . . i
Subcommittee of the Mashadi Youth
Commuittee conducted a blood drive in an
etfort to collect blood for needy hospitals.
The event was held in conjunction with
the Iramian Jewish Center on Steamboat
Road, on Tuesday, December 26. The
MYC would like to thank Mr. Navid
| Hakimian for his continuous efforts and
| support of this great deed.

MYC’s Party of the Year:

On Sunday Night, December 31, MYC’s Parties and
Recreation Subcommittee held its annual Dance and Dinner
Party in celebration of the commencement of the new calendar
year. The party was held at Bayside Jewish Center with the
exquisite catering by Lederman Caterers. In reaction to last
year’s party, more efforts were made to have stricter control on
alcohol consumption.

Speech on Business Law:

Due to a cancellation by Professor Bass at Holfstra
University, the speech on Business Law was postponed to a date
later to be announced. The MYC would like to apologize for
any in convenience or conflict that may have been brought
about by the last minute cancellation. We hope to see you at a
later date.

Seminar on Alcohol and Drug Abuse:

The MYC will sponsor a speaker on Wednesday night,
January 10, to discuss the adverse affects of drugs and alcohol
consumption in today’s society with the youth. This event will
take place at the Great Neck Public School Center at 30
Cumberland Avenue at 7:30 p.m. The speaker 1s a former drug
user and will discuss his personal experiences with the toxins.
A question and answer period will also be provided for the
youth.

Talmud Tora
By: Rimona Yaghoubi, Principal

"The world is sustained by the sound of
children learning the Torah"

The Rabbies were fond of observing that
"all beginnings are difficult." While that
is certainly true about school years in
general, 1t i1s particularly apt concerning
our Talmud Torah.

We have started the 1995-96 school year
with 220 students ranging from 4 year
olds to Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. To adjust to
the changes, the school interviewed and
hired new teachers (for Pre-K, First,
Third, Forth, and Fifth grades), and
organized teachers’ workshops and
faculty meetings.

Administration:

Some major changes were made during

the summer by organizing a new and

updated school office. These

improvements include:

e comprechensive record files for all
students

e labeled school mailing list

e cfficient and new report cards

e providing the parents with a school
calendar, a supply list, and class lists

e providing the teachers with faculty
list, a monthly activity calendar, and
effective student attendance sheets

o distribution of new books and
Siddurs from the very first day of
school

e distribution of monogrammed kippas
to all male students (purchased by
Mr. Haroun Kohanim from Israel)

The following are some of the enrichment
programs that our students have
participated in so far this year:

Resource Program:

This program is held every Sunday at
10:00 to 10:45, for children who need
help with reading and gives them the
opportunity to study in small groups.

Bar Mitzvah Program:

This program is also held on Sundays.
Bar Mitzvah age students study for their
own Parasha in individual groups. They
practice the Teffilin ceremony as well as
special prayers. We wish them and their
families Mazal Tov!

The Shofar Workshop:

During the month of Tishrei, all of our
classes learned about the high holidays,
the different prayers and customs,
especially Mashadi ones. In particular,
we held a special “Shofar Workshop" for
our 3rd and 4th graders. Students sawed,
drilled, finished, and polished their own
Shofars. Once the Shofars were
completed, students learned how to sound
them, and practiced the traditional
sequence of notes blown on Rosh
Hashana. Afterwards, our 3rd, 4th, 6th,
and 7th graders were given a Shofar Pop
Quiz. The following students gave the
COITECt ANSWETS:

h Studies of Long Island Report

3rd Grade: Lauren Karmely, Charlene
Hakimi, Aaron Etessami, Stephanic
Nematzadeh, Simon Hakimian, Jason
Idjadi, and Paulette Nabavian.

4th _Grade: Cheryl Behnam, Steve
Kohan, Lauren Levian, Benjamin
Nabavian, and Melanie Livian.

6th Grade: Jackie Hakimian, Jocy
Kashimallak, Benny Livian, Tony Aziz,
and George Bassalian.

7th _Grade: Elan Hakimian, Jonathan
Hazghia, Tony Namdar, and Andy
Levian.

We are proud of them all!!

D me e e———

Number 51, Shevat 5756 , Page 5

January 1996

Megillah

Number 51, Shevat 5756 ,

Megillah

January 1996




The Chumash Ceremony:

On Sunday, November 12, 1995 we held
the Chumash Ceremony with a
performance by our third grade class.
Morah Ronnie prepared the presentation.
Our students sang about Moses and the
Torah. They also sang traditional
Mashadi melodies from the Siddur for
taking out and returning the Sefer Torah
to the Hekhal. We would like to thank
the parents who participated, specially
those who sang along with us!

Havdalah Workshop:

This workshop was held on Sunday,
November 19, 1995. Morah Esther
taught our 5th graders about Shabbat and
the Havdalah ceremony. Students
learned about the different candles used
for Shabbat, Yom Tov, memorial, and
Havdalah. They performed songs about
Shabbat and the Prophet Eliahu. The
program concluded with every family
making its own Havdalah Set - Candle,
Spice Bouquet, and Bracha. Once again,
it was proven that when it comes to
education, there is nothing like the hands
on experience of seeing and touching.

Memorial Service for Yitzhak
Rabin:

On November 5, one day after the
assassination of the Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin a special
memorial service was held for 4th to 7th
grade students. The ceremony included
remarks about Rabin's long life of
contribution to the State of Israel
followed by a moment of silence and a
special prayer for Israel lead by our 7th
grade teacher, Mr. Mottie Kohanim. The
service concluded with the prayer: "He
who makes peace in the heavens, may he
make peace upon us and upon all Israel."

Chanukah Celebration:

On Sunday, December 17, we celebrated
Chanukah with a lovely performance
given by our second grade students. This
Program, which was prepared by Morah
Judith, included songs, dances, and
poetry. On this day, all Talmud Torah
students were presented with Chanukah
gifts, Chanukiyott and candles.

The candle lighting ceremony, prepared
by our sixth grade boys, and scheduled
for December 20th was canceled due to a
SnNow storm.

Page 6
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And a Special Prayer ...

The students and faculty of Talmud
Torah would like to wish our beloved
director, Mr. Haroun Kohanim, a
complete recovery, and are extremely
pleased have him at the office once again.
In honor of Mr. Kohanim, the Talmud
Torah students and the Parent
Association collected nearly $1500 in
donations for OR Rivka, and the
Mandana Zar (Kohanim) Endowment
Fund.

The Parents Association would like to
thank everyone for their contribution.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our new school
secretary, Esther Rahimi, and also Minoo
Hakimian and Behnaz Dilmanian for
their continuous support and advice.

Shevat 5756 ,
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Children
They Live

Learn

lf children live with criticism,
They learn to condemn.

If children live with hostility,
They learn to fight.

If chidden live with ridicule,
They learn to be shy.

If children live with shame,
They learn to feel guilty.

If children live with tolerance,
They learn to be patient.

If children live with encouragement,
They learn confidence.

If children live with praise,
They learn to appreciate.

If children live with fairness,
They learn justice.

If children live with security,
They learn to have faith.

If children live with approval,
They learn to like themselves.
If children live with acceptance
and friendship,

They learn to find love in the world.

By: Dorothy Law Notte

Megillah
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Talmud Torah of Long Island

Student Wish List

\J\"'\u—" g

T hank \ou G -4, King of t+he

universe for making peace in the
world and let it si‘ay +hat way

for years +0 come.

Let lIsrael

a\ways be free and make friends

with s enemies.

Loni (G ross

| wish +hat +here

would be no t+errorism
) and bombing in lsrael
the whole
| wish +hat
every Jew could learn
to read the Toran
n a peaceful world
without  fear  of

discrimination by

and In

world.

+heir enemies.

Dear G -4, p\emse he\p me sTop wars in
the world. Let there be peace in +he

world. Let everyone ghve s»edaka +o

poor peop\e.
friends not enemies, no matter what
the case may be, lLet t+here be
peace and Narmony in the world. Let
peace stretch from t+he gates of
lsrael +o0 +he far ends of +he world.
Let not one tear shed from ones eye.
Then +he world would be a perfed‘
place for everyone.

Please he\p everyone be

Michelle Neek - 10

—

Le# all have love and security i ~heir homes, Ler all

live n hﬂr‘m ony, and peace,

and no b lood df‘{o, G -d we are lbst in war and | ou musT-

ad us 1o peace, Bless all with love

Shawn Belhpam - |l

——

G~d, please

/ﬁur‘r‘k;ﬂ?né'q volkcanoes and all +-he oF-her o anger

n Fhe world.

shelt-er, fransport-ation, communkation and a

stop fhe war,

Let all poor peap/c' have

bving, caring, kind, and nkce famil V-

Vapnessa Hakini = 10

Number 51,

Fort-h Ffrom 7Fhe walls of

Jervsalem o all over +Fhe world. Let no Fears 6e shed

Jan Nassimi = 1O

My hope for lsrael
\ hope there are qo
bomb s more bomb s,
\ hnpe no one dies.
\ \'\ope +here is rain,
\ hope t+here is peace,
Malkahh Livian

A+ grade
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CONSULATE GENERAL
OF ISRAEL IN NEW YORK

20 n'9%a3n ownpn
P - )2 YR

Dinner to Honor Mashadi
Couple:

On Sunday evening, December
3rd 1995, Joseph and Judith Koren
were honored and received the
Guardians of Bet El award at the 13th
annual Bet-El Dinner. The dinner

223 o0

Letter of Acknowledgment to

our Community
In response to the condolence
book the community forwarded to the PO 0. s
Isracli Embassy at the community’s
I memorial service for the late Prime
|

l CONSUL GENERAL

took place at the Marriot Marquis Minister Yitzhak Rabin, both the lénited Mashadi Community of America
Hotel in Manhattan. Nearly 100 Embassy and the Consulate General [5h Great Neck Roac
people from the Mashadi Community | of Israel in New York sent us letters Great Neck, NY 11201
attended this gala event, at which the of acknowledgment.
500 guests raised over one million Both letters are printed below. | Dear Friends,
Dollars to benefit the city of Bet-El, |
located just north of Jerusalem. We are moued.beyond words by the expression of sorrow and solidarity that
Receiving their award, the ve have received,
Koren’s were accompanied by five of ] We are grateful for your comforting words in these hours of sadness and
their six children as well as Rabbi | tragedy.
Eliahu Ben Haim. The guest of honor | 1
| and keynote speaker at the dinner was condemned the murder of Yitzhak democratic environment and that all | | | Sincerely,
general Ariel Sharon, Member of the Rabin and said that the ongoing peace of Israel should be aware of what | =1 /
Knesset in Israel. In his speech he process should take place In a deals are being made. I EMBASSY OF ISRAEL INIVY MVNY @/ M
S— — - i WASHINGTON, DL NLAPYUN Ambassador Colette Avital

' Mazal Tov Engagements: l |I - Consul General

_ o 4 Ronit Ebrani & Avik Kashizadeh
Collected by: Jasmin Livi Bitta Hakimi & Farzin Fouladi . |
* Caroline Etessami & Igal Namdar * | |
Birth: Shadi Banilevi & Rodney Hakimian
l Shirley, daughter of Tania & Benny Carmeli Elena Kalaty & Danny Lavian November 15, 1995
Julie, daughter of Anna & Rom Moheban Anita Aziz & Mosces Azizi Dear Friend
Phoebe, daughter of Afsoon & Ramin Nabavian Ghoncheh Nabavian & Afshin Hakimian * |
Alexa, daughter of Gilda & Farhad Bassal Thank }fmi for your hlﬂart-fﬁ:lt letter ;‘:;f S?’mpathy for the late Prime Minister and Mi_nister of
Abigail, daughie of Parisa & Jotnny Kordvani gy
Stephanie, daughter of Mahvash & Yitzchak Mordechai Marriages:
Michelle Suzanne, daughter of Judy & Jeffrey Carmeli | i ’ _ _ Your message of condolence will be conveyed to the Rabin family. | — o +
By'[on son of Hedika & Morris Aziz |:,|h.il & |*_d|‘||0nd (Reuben) Dllamanl ” - | Y. 10017 TEL: (212) 499-5450 FAX: (212) 499-5455
’ ) a Sipoht & Faramarz Hakimian With appreciation and gratitude. - et —
Adam, son of Jackline & Robert Hakimian Moideh & Besnsumis Aziz |
Eliahu, son of Gilda & Anthony Rahmanan Mahtab & Melfran Blescammi ;
Daniel, son of Talia & Yaakov Berger l {{;m l‘ & Edwin Livian —
Alexander, son of Sabrian & Albert Rahmani Deborah & Aaron Hakimi | N/ / |
Son of Rozita & Bahman Djourabchi i W — | ) L / .-MZ
Karolin & Albert Hezghia | | Barukh Binah
Bar Mitzvahs: Counselor for Public and Interreligious Affairs
Edwin, son of Rita & Khosrow Aziz § T
Simon, son of Rosita & Aziz Bassalely * | Ao I
Ronnie, son of llana & Firooz Ebrani . 2%
Rafael, son of Liza & Farshad Etessami Mathew. son ol Rosaline & Behzad Levian > A
| Oliver, son of Natalie & Farzan Etessami Nathan. son of Roya & Dariush Livian . o s
Charlie, son of Rita & Eli Hematian Parham, son ol I'dna & Parviz Makabi E e R o
¥ Emil, son of Mahvash & Yosef Kalatizadeh ~ Peyman, son ol Behnaz & Firooz Nazarian g RSN § e TLEGMEAE
Gabriel, son of Yvette & Benzion Kashi Benzion (Benzi), son of Dina & Yosi Siouni @ e o é'@‘ S i
Ronnie, son of Iris & Efraim Kordvani Ilan, son of Roshan & Daniel Zabihi ’ T |
Avi, son of Ilana & Henry Levian Igal, son of Fereshte & Khosrow Hakimian

—_— ‘ |
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By: Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.

Establishment of Three New
Scholarship Endowment Funds

1-Esther Roubin Fund:

The Higher Education Committee is pleased to announce
that Mrs. Esther Roubin of Florida notified the Committee
several months ago that she has indicated in her will that her
apartment in Florida will be donated to the Higher Education
Committee for the establishment of an endowment scholarship
fund. At Mrs. Roubin’s request, two meetings were held for this
purpose, one in July and a second one in November 1995
between her, her family and the executive team of the Higher
Education Committee (Dr. Younes Chafiian, Mr. Houshang
Nabavian, Mr. Khosrow Namdar, Mr. Houshang Nematzadeh,
and Farrokh Dilmanian) in Mr. and Mrs. Amir Mardkha's
house. In these meetings Mrs. Roubin explained that she
originally intended to donate her apartment to an educational
institution. But thanks to the encouragement by her family
members and after she learned about the activities of our
Committee she decided to dedicate her contributions to the
extension and promotion of higher education among Mashadi
youth. In the November meeting Mrs. Roubin donated $1.000
for the scholarship programs, which was used to establish an
endowment fund in her name. In was also decided in the
mecting that Mrs. Roubin will assume an active role in the fund-

Higher Education Committee Report

raising efforts for the Higher Education Scholarship programs.
The Higher Education Committee congratulates Mrs. Roubin on
her benevolent act, and invites the community to help expand

this endowment fund.

2. Rahel (Morvarid) Kohanim Endowment Fund:

Mr. and Mrs. Haroun Kohanim have established another
endowment fund within the frame-work of the Higher Education
scholars program. The Fund is named after the late Rahel
(Morvarid) Kohanim, Mr. Kohanim’s sister who lived in Israel;
Mr. And Mrs. Kohanim donated 5,000. We thank Mr. and Mrs.
Kohanim for their benevolent gift, and invite all community
members to contribute to this fund.

3. Itzhak Rabin Endowment Fund:

Mr. and Mrs. Fereidoon Hakimian (Mortezadeh) have
contributed $5,000 to the Committee’s scholarship programs to
establish a new endowment fund in honor of the blessed memory
of Israel’s Prime Minister and Defense Minister [tzhak Rabin.

The benevolent deed of this family is another step following
their generous contributions to the Dr. Amir Bassaly Fund and

the Mashadi Club for the Elderly. In particular, the new fund
will be a symbol of the sympathy of the Community with the
people of Israel regarding Rabin’s murder. We congratulate Mr.
And Mrs. Hakimian on this initiative and we 1nvite the
Community to help expand this fund.

Report from the Committee of Public Affairs

By: Alfred Dilamani

In our last two meetings with Great Neck
Township officials, the mayors nformed us
exactly how many Mashadis were registered
to vote. To our surprise, less than ten

membership card.

enhsted i this

One of the 1deas was to 1ssue a Mashad:r o
This was distributed on

November 19, 1995,
program  will

Great Neck Village: 1st and 3rd Tuesday
of each month at 65 Baker Hill Rd. (516)
482-0019.

Great Neck Estates: 2nd Monday of

Great Neck stores
entitle e

I the

By: Farshid Liviem

As you all know, the community has
established the “Mashadi Sefardic
Hebrew Academy” the first school of its
kind in the U.S. We try to address and
evaluate the social, religious, academic
| and economic aspects of running an

institution like this. We fully understand
that there are parents who prefer to send
\ their children to Ashkenazi yeshivas or to

public schools. We also recognize that an
alternative must also be established for
| those who wish to see their children grow

up with our own traditions, at a

comparatively low  cost. This
recommendation was presented to us by
highly noted authority and

sociologist, Dr. William B. Helmrich who
extensively researched the social fabric of
our community. Dr. Helmrich’s service
was commissioned by the “Concerned
Mashadi Parents Association” (CMPA).
Dr. Helmrich, after thorough research of
our community, recognized the
uniqueness and complexity of our
Mashadi culture. In his study, he stresses
that without preserving our distinct
“beliefs” and “values” we will
undoubtedly assimilate into the larger
American society.

To avoid the threat of assimilation, he
recommends that “serious consideration
should be given to starting an elementary
day school. Such a school will help the
children develop pride in their unique
history and culture... Finally, it will unite

Mashadis voted 1n each Village election
(which were held earher this year). With
such a low turnout, the mayors stated that 1t
would be mmpossible to have a significant
voice to resonate in the town and influence
township decisions 1n favor of our community.

Some time ago, the Public Aflairs
Commuttee held a census of the community n
the form of a questionnaire in order to
determine who 1s a citizen, who 1s registered
to vote and which village they live in. We
intend to evaluate the results to determine
what role our community can have within the
Great Neck communaty.

Mr. Mehdi Nassimi, Ms.
Dilmanian and Ms. Esther

Behnaz
Rahimi

represented us on July 6, 1995 when Mayor
Bob Rosegarten of Great Neck Plaza arranged
a meeting with the leaders of the Chamber of
Commerce to discuss the economic role of the
Iramans 1n Great Neck and to find ways to
accommodate [raman shoppers.

cardholders to a discount off their listed price.
The list of the participating stores will be
distributed 1n the near future.

Another meeting was held by our
Committee on August 13, 1995. [n
conjunction with the Central Board, we met
with May Newberger, the present Supervisor
of the Town of North Hempstead, who
expressed her support for our communaty.

Hopefully, more community members will
mobilize to participate in Great Neck 1ssues
and thereby enhance our political, economic
and social presence. One way 1s to attend
Town or Village meetings.

Below we have listed the dates and
locations for upcoming town meetings. Please
be sure to call and verify the dates with your
local Township Office before you go. These
dates are also listed 1in the weekly Great Neck
Record.

The Town’s meeting schedules are as
follows:

every month at 4 Gateway Dr. (516)
482-8283.

e Great Neck Plaza: Ist and 3rd
Wednesday of every month at 2 Court
Plaza (516) 482-4500).

e Kensington: March 22 and every 3rd
Wednesday thercatter at 2 Nassau Dr.
(516) 482-440Y

e Kings Point: No set date (once a month)
at 32 Stepping Stone La, (516) 482-7872.

e Lake Success  Usually 2nd Monday of

the month at 318 Lakeville Rd. (516)
482-441 |
e Russell Gardens: Ist Thursday of each
month at & Tam Dr. (516) 482-8246.
e Saddle Rock was unable to get in touch
with them at 34 Forest Row (516) 487-
OX 30
1Thomaston lLast Tuesday and 2nd
Monday ol each month at 100 E. Shore Rd.
(516)482-3110

the parents and imbue them with a sense
of common purpose. Without such a
school, the Mashadi community’s long
term survival is questionable. It may well
remain Jewish, but its own traditions will
disappear.” (source: Megillah # 45).
Aware of the religious polarization
within our community, our school
M.S.H.A. which is based on our Sefardic
and Mashadi cultural values and
minhagim, can greatly contribute to
neutralizing much of it in the long run.
M.S.H.A. is being run according to
the standards and curriculum of the
North Shore Hebrew Academy, with
some exceptions in certain areas: for
example, we don’t require, only
recommend, that the boys in our
preschool wear kippot and tzizit. The
school should not create any friction

between children and their parents. We
arec concerned with and sensitive to
family unity and harmony. Our
curriculum includes Mashadi history and
culture to, effectively, create a sense of
Mashadi values and pride among our
children. M.S.H.A. can boast the
highest standards of English and secular
studies as well as Judaic studies on par
with some of the finest schools and
academies.

Based on the above acknowledgments,
references and available facts we
determined that a Mashadi Sefardic day
school 1s definitely in demand. The

Educating Our Children In Our Tradition

tuition for MSHA 1s set 30 to 60 per cent
lower than similar standard day schools
in our areca. We need full community
support for our annual dinner journal,
remembering that the benefits derived for
the future of our community will far
outweigh the cost factor.

For more information and to register
please contact Rabbi Chayempour or Mr.
Farshid Liviem at the MSHA office at
316-358-2684. There are limited spaces
available for this year as well as next
year 1n the school’s four grades, toddler,
nursery, pre-K. and kindergarten.
Tuition remains the same as last year.
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world health.

From: American Public Health Association
By: Gina B. Aharonoff

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), a
series of new and re-emerging infectious diseases such as HIV,
Ebola virus, bubonic plague and yellow fever are threatening the
world's health. At least 29 new diseases have emerged in the last
20 years. WHO lists several reasons for this increase including:
changes 1n lifestyle; over-crowded cities where the population
has outgrown supplies of clean water and adequate housing, and
dramatic increases in national and international travel. In
addition, antibiotic resistant strains of diseases have become
another public health problem making treatment of the simplest
infections difficult. Among the new infectious diseases are:
Hepatitis C, Lyme disease and HIV which have all infected
millions of people.

Among the re-emerging diseases are:

TB: Increase of 28% in 1990-1993 over 1984-1986

Diphtheria: Over 50,000 cases in 1994, up more than 140%
from 1990.

Cholera: up 450% from 1990 (385,000 cascs).

Dengue and Yellow fever: reported in many Latin American and
Caribbean countries for the first time 1n over 50 years.

Bubonic Plague: 2000 cases in 1993-1994- the highest total
since 1954

The WHO has developed a new division to deal with these
new problems through education, research, prevention and
control strategies.

Survey reveals children's health to be worse than

parents realize

According to a survey of 766 parents conducted by the
Prevention magazine, only 1/3 of the nation’s children under 18
meet minimum standards in 3 of the 5 categories of basic
health, medical and dental care, diet, exercise & weight, safety
and everyday preparedness while parents generally believe that

their children are in good to excellent health. Just 3% of

children pass in all 5 categories. 14% fail 1n all 5 categories!
Among the highlights:

Only 75% of children are fully immunized (parents report
97%). 43% of children live in a household with one or more
smokers.  These children's average health rating 1s 79%
compared to 89% of other children. More than half of the
children age 4-17 don’t always wear a helmet when riding a
bicycle. 1 in 4 children are overweight with boys almost (wice

as likely to be overweight than girls (33% of boys versus 18% ol

World Health Organization reports on new,
re-emerging infectious diseases threatening

Are bald people more likely to get heart attacks?

An earlier study in men under 55 has shown that bald people
are at a higher risk of coronary heart disease with the risk
increasing as the bald spots on their head increase.

A new study of 2000 men, however, has shown that it 1s not
the size of baldness, but the rate in which a man loses his hair,
that increase his chances of getting a heart attack. The more
rapid the hair loss, the higher the chances of getting a heart
attack. It is important to notc that baldness, however, 1s not the
cause of a heart attack, but a possible common factor (genetic,
testosterone level, etc.) is responsible for both rapid hair loss and
an increase in coronary risk.

The finding suggests that men who lose their hair rapidly
should be alerted to their higher risk of acquiring coronary
discase and try to control other factors known to increase heart
discasc such as smoking, high blood cholesterol, high blood
pressure, overweight and lack of aerobic exercise.
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Unity Does Not Require Uniformiry

Some things are so holy, we’re afraid to touch
them. Zionism was one of these things until the recent
events 1n Israel uprooted our definition of it. We all
want peace and we want a strong and autonomous
Israel but we’re deeply divided over how to get there.
The great task that faces Israelis and Jews abroad is to
work together while accepting differences. We are free
to disagree. By the same token, we are obligated to
challenge disagreement so that it does not flourish
beyond debate into hatred, as it did in Israel. Unity
does not require uniformity.

Similarly, it’s not Megillah’s goal to make our
thoughts uniform. Recently, at our editorial conference,
we couldn’t quite agree on what role our publication
should assume in the debate over the peace process and
over Israel. We serve, after all, a Jewish community
and we hail Zionism. This is our framework. What we
could agree on was that the most important function
our publication has is to serve as an open forum for our
ideas, independent of what society wants us to think.
Debate 1s, after all, a basis for growth. In order to grow
together, we must understand our differences.

In the next issue:

The topic open for discussion in the next issue of
YS will be: Drug and Alcohol Abuse. Some possible

areas of discussion could be:

e Is alcohol and drug abuse a threat to our

community?

e Does drug abuse exist in our community? If so, to

what extent?

e If drug and alcohol abuse is a problem, what role
could the community in general or the MYC in

particular play in resolving it?
e Should the MYC be serving alcohol at parties?

 What are the harmful effects of Drug and Alcohol

abuse?

Do young people communicate with their parents

about this issue?

For a lot of our writers, as for many young people
in Israel and around the world, the assassination of the
late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was the first time
they felt directly confronted with issues of Zionism.
Bazmeh, for example, writes about her awakening to
Zionism which culminates, in a way, in thoughts about
the murder of Mr. Rabin. Netanel, Payam and Avigdor
wonder about the rhetoric that created a climate of
hatred and violence in Israel, leading up to the
assassination as well as coming out of it. Maya paints a
very personal picture of grief and Raymond places the
peace process 1n historical perspective. Each and every
one of our writers has something valid and insightful
to say. The articles do not necessarily represent the
opinons of the Megillah editors, but we respect and
endorse the surge of opinion Mr. Rabin’s death has
provoked.

We want our readers to think about the world, to
take the time to sit down, formulate their thoughts and
write them up. If you agree with a little bit of what our
writers say, they were successful. If you disagree, write
and tell us why. NN

e Do you consider cigarettes to be a drug? Why
or why not?

e Is there an experience you had with drug and
alcohol abuse that you would like to share
with the YS readers?

Remember, you do not have to write an
entire article! You can send in a paragraph or
two sharing your opinions on this issue, or writing
about an experience you had with drugs and/or
alcohol.  The questions we listed above are only
suggestions. You can write about anything that
you feel is important, especially if it is an idea
which isn’t openly discussed.
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Yitzhak Rabin (1922-199%)
A Biography

By: Natascha Nassimi

Politicians are public property; their every action, thought
and dream affects our lives, as well as the course of history. Or
so it seems. We think that politicians live for our sake and that,
consequently,we have a claim to their lives, public and private.
Nowhere is this more clear than in the life and death of Israel’s
late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. On the one hand, the public
Rabin seemed to be dedicated entirely to building Israel and
strengthening world Jewry; on the other hand, the private Rabin,
was adamantly reclusive and discreet.

At Mr. Rabin’s funeral, politicians from all four corners of the
world eulogized him, and we - participating live via CNN - hailed
our martyr. But Mr. Rabin’ granddaughter Noa jarred us into
remembering that he was also a human being. Her eulogy implied
that a politician is not interchangeable with his or her politics.
“Don’t confuse the politician for the politics,” she seemed to say.

Ironically, Yigal Amir, Mr. Rabin’s assassin, was deluded by
that very misconception when he fired the bullets. We know now,
in light of the aftermath of the assassination, that the shots that
killed the politician, did not kill his politics. By the same token,
Mr. Rabin’s wife, Leah, as well as the Labor Party are exploiting
the cult of personality that has enveloped Rabin since his death to
propel forward the peace he stood for and to silence the

opposition.

So as we mourn the passing of a great politician and the passing of a Jew, it is important to reevaluate our beliefs
based on reason rather than the frenzy surrounding the death of Mr. Rabin. The course of the peace process in Israel
should be in honor of Israel, of peace in the Middle East and unity among the Jewish people, not in honor of Israel’s

fallen leader.

And yet, it is important to remember and understand the man who was the politician, his exemplary and unique life.
For even if we have no business to meddle in Mr. Rabin’s private life, his public life, to an extent, is Israel. And that is

the business of all Jews.

Soldier of Peace

On November 4, 1994, the murder of Israel’s Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin shook the world. For more than 50
years, Mr. Rabin had been a central figure in building and
fortifying Israel and in turning it into the focal point of the
world it has become today. Under his leadership as
Commander in Chief of the Israeli army, Israel captured the
Arab territories which comprise Israel’s current borders. Two
decades later, under his leadership as Prime Minister, Isracl
lead the Middle East in an effort to end the state of war. When
Mr. Rabin extended his hand to Yasir Arafat, he set the tide in
motion that would return to the Arabs much of the land
captured in the Six Day War in exchange for an expansive
peace.
Yitzhak Rabin was a galant visionary who undcrstood,
“The time for peace has come. We, the soldiers who have
returned from battles stained with blood, we who have scen
our relatives killed before our eyes... we, who have come from
a land where parents bury their children, who have foughi
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against...the Palestinians - we say today in a loud and clear
voice: Enough of blood and tcars. Enough.”

But as Mr. Rabin labored toward an agreement, a segment of
the Israchi population turned against him and his politics.
Tragically, his hfc was the price he had to pay for the
COUragcons vision

Raising a Statesman

Yitzhak Rabin was born to Russian parents on March 1,
1922 1n Jerusalem, Palestine. As a Sabra, he was the only
Istacli Prime Minister to date who was born in the land of

Istacl, rather than amidst the horror of the Holocaust in
L'urope. He grew up in a home where public service was a duty
and matenalistic self-interest was considered a disgrace. When

he was clected Prime Minister for the first time 1n 1974,
Israclis turned over the leadership of their country to the

young Isracl generation.
As a boy growing up in Palestinc, Mr. Rabin wanted to be

an but like many patriotic young people of his time, he gave up
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his childhood ambition for the sake of
Zionism. Throughout his youth,
Yitzhak Rabin fought for the Jewish
State; first, as an underground fighter in
the Palmach, an elite strike force led by
Moshe Dayan, and later as a soldier in
the Israeli Defense Forces. During the
Israchh War of Independence in 1947-
48, Mr. Rabin commanded the Har-El
Brigades which defended Jerusalem and
kept open the vital supply lines between
Jerusalem and the sea and which
oversaw the expulsion of 50,000 Arab
civilians in the coastal areas. In the
middle of the war, on August 23, 1948,
Mr. Rabin married Leah Schlossberg
who had joined the Palmach and served
in his battalion. They eventually had
two children, Yuval and Dalia, and
three grandchildren.

Yitzhak Rabin held a series of high
| posts in the Israeli Defense Forces, rose
to chief of staff in 1964 and became

Israel’s top expert on military matters.

Day War which erupted in 1967 in

He was the mastermind behind the Six W € SAY today 1n a loud and clear voice:

which Israel seized the West Bank and Enough Of bl()()d and tears_ Enough.”

East Jerusalem from Jordan, the Gaza
Strip from Egypt and the Golan Heights
from Syria.

In 1968, Mr. Rabin left the military and was appointed
Ambassador to the United States, where he was an effective
advocate for Isracl and a master at procuring sophisticated
American weapons.

Shortly after his return to Israel in 1973, he entered
national politics for the first time. Cctober 6, 1973, on Yom
Kippur, Syria and Egypt launched a surprise attack on Israel,
for which the country’s leaders, Golda Meir and Moshe
Dayan, were held responsible. Ms. Meir was forced to step
down and the ruling Labor Party named Mr. Rabin Israel’s
fifth Prime Minister and, at 52, the youngest. During his term,
Mr. Rabin signed an Egyptian-Israeli Disengagement
Agreement;, he faced down terrorists and rescued more than
100 Israelis from a plane hijacked by Palestinians.

In 1977, was forced to step down when an Israeli
newspaper uncovered that his wife maintained an illegal bank
account 1n the United States, opening the way for Menachem
Begin and the Likud Party. He returned to government in
1984, serving six years as Minister of Defense in the Labor-
Likud coalition governments. During this time he was able to
bounce back from scandal because of his political input and
the “iron fist” policy which promised swift retaliation for
intifada raids against Israelis. In 1992, the Labor Party won
the election and Rabin became prime minister again.

Building a Legacy
During this second term as prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin
worked toward peace with the Palestinians and that is his

legacy today. More than anybody else, he understood what
Isracl means to the Jewish people and what it took to become
the country it 1s today. During the ceremony at the White
House, on September 13, 1993, when he took the first step
toward a peaceful coexistence with the Palestinians, he
observed, "It 1s not easy - neither for myself as a soldier in
Israel’s war nor for the people of Israel... it is certainly not
casy for the families of the victims of the war’s violence,
terror, whose pain will never heal, for the many thousands
who defended our lives and their own and have even sacrificed
their lives for our own. But for them this ceremony has come
too late.”

This recognition was Israel’s opportunity to regain the
popularity and respect it had lost in the arena of international
diplomacy as well as public opinion in the years of the
intifada. Mr. Rabin understood how important it was for Israel
to end the state of war which ruled everyday life. For this
vision and this courage he was awarded the 1994 Nobel Peace
Prize together with Yasir Aratat and Shimon Peres.

Shalom Chaver

On the evening of November 4, 1995, Yitzhak Rabin
participated in a peace rally in the Kikkar Malkhei Yisrael,
now renamed Kikkar Rabin. He had just finished singing the
“Shir HaShalom,” the Song of Peace, folded the text and
placed it in his breast pocket, when an orthodox law student of

the Bar Ilan University took the law in his own hands and shot
Mr. Rabin in the heart.




Loss of A Hero
By: Maya Ebrahimi

November 4, 1995. This is the tragic date that brings shock
and outrage to people. This is the date that marks the
assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. This
day left the people of Israel and Jews around the world
wondering if Israel will survive. It left questions in people’s
minds such as: What next? Will the peace process continue?
How can a Jew spill the blood of another? Many restless
Israelis have lost hope and are still waiting for answers.

The evening began as a celebration of peace and ended
with the death of Rabin. The first thing that came to people’s
minds when they heard about the assassination was that the
killer was an Arab. Surprisingly, he was a 24 year-old Israch
law student named Yigal Amir. Amir claimed that Rabin was
bringing on the downfall of Isracl. He said that it wasn’t his
choice to kill Rabin. It was ordained by G-d.

On Monday, November 6, 1995, a funeral was held for
Yitzhak Rabin in Jerusalem. Many delegates from around the
world, including somc¢ Arab lcaders, attended. Many leaders
gave compelling speeches in honor of Rabin. Among them
were UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, King
Hussein of Jordan, President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Russian
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, President Bill Clinton,
President Ezer Weitzman of Israel, Rabin’s former advisor
Shimon Sheves and acting Prime Minister Shimon Peres of
Isracl. The day ended with the burial of Rabin in the Mount
Herzl cemetery to the sobbing of his family and friends.

The people who are obviously most affected by this tragedy
are the family members of Rabin. They were the ones who
knew Rabin not only as a leader, but as a loving husband,
father and grandfather. This was emphasized by the
heartbreaking speech of his granddaughter Noa Ben-Artzi. In
her speech, she concentrated on the side of her grandfather

that people didn’t know. She spoke of him as a loving and
understanding grandfather who was always there for her when
she needed someone. Out of all the speeches given at the

funeral, Noa’s speech seemed to be the only one that brought
tears to people’s eyes.

Rabin was not only a politician. He was a military leader
who fought for Israel for many years of his life. Although
many doubted him and were against his beliefs and decisions,
he will always be remembered as a long time hero.

I feel that the most horrifying thing was watching CNN
show Arabs in their towns, parading the streets, celebrating
Rabin’s death. They were firing bullets, singing, dancing and
cursing the name of Rabin. It was horrifying to watch crowds
of people celebrate the death of another human being.

Born and raised in Israel, I can imagine what the people ol
Israel must feel like. A sense of loss, pain, confusion, anger

and fear for the future are still haunting the people. To somc,

the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin symbolizes the loss of

hope; to others it is a motivation to work harder in order to
save Israel. Hopefully, the people of Israel will come together
and concentrate on protecting themselves from the outside
enemy, not from each other.

No Peace AT Homg,

None With Neighbors
By: Avigdor Levy

I’ve spent the last few weeks digesting the deluge of
information the media has been so gracious in supplying
regarding what is perhaps the most tragic event in modern
[sraeli history: the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin by another Jew. I’ve heard all the accusations hurled
at the religious Jews and their “venomous religious
nationalist extremism.” [I’ve been told by individuals who
have never stepped foot on Israeli soil that the opposition
Likud party has privately fueled and encouraged this
extremism which is likened to being a step above Islamic
Fundamentalism. Some have even blamed the Shin Beth
(Israel’s secret police) for manufacturing the likes of an
Avishai Raviv, the leader of the small right wing group,
EYAL, to which the assassin Yigal Amir belonged. Mr.
Raviv is said to have been a long time Shin Beth informer,
who may have double-crossed the organization, providing it
with false information concerning right wing activities. 1've
heard every single conspiracy theory out there, some 1n
traditional Kennedyesque form. I’m afraid I don’t know the
extent of organization behind the death of Mr. Rabin. TI'll
leave that research to Oliver Stone. However, I do know that
if the State of Israel is to continue its track toward peaceful
coexistence with its neighbors, steps must be taken to
provide an internal peace. Israel has become increasingly
fragmentary as of late, pitting religious against secular Jews,
right against left-wingers and settlers against the others.
Some reconciliation must take place.

In order to stop Isracl’s hemorrhaging and begin the
convalescent period after this national tragedy, some
stercotypes and misconceptions must be cleared up within
Isracl and the Jewish community.

AMisconception It All religious Jews are extremists.

This 1s stmply not the case. There are many observant
Jews who have been supportive of the peace process as
defined by the late Prime Minister. And most observant
Jews who have not supported the process have voiced their
opinmions peacclully and legally.

Misconception #2: All settlers are militant Zionist
extremists driven by intense and misguided religious and
Zionist ideals.

This 1s a sweeping generalization akin to saying that all
Jews have big noses. According to statistics published by
the Yesha Council which represents settlers in the West
Bank and Gaza, only approximately 35 percent of the settlers
arc rehigious or strict adherents of Jewish law. An
overwhelming majority, 65 percent, are identified as secular,
having moved to the settlements for cither 1deological
rcasons or, more commonly, economic incentives.

Misconception #3: Religious Israclis have no place in
policy formation since they do not serve in the army and
have not risked their lives for the State of Israel.

I really don’t wanna do this tonight.

I cannot count the times that this statement has been made
by some very misguided individuals. In fact, though less than
ten percent of the Isracli population, religious Zionists
encompass over 40 percent of new combat officers. More than
one third of all front-line Israeli casualties in Lebanon have
been religious Zionists. Does this mean that their views
should be given more weight than secular Israelis’? No, but it
does mean that their voices are legitimate and should be
represented.

Misconception #4: The Likud opposition should be held
accountable for Rabin’s death because the Party encouraged
and fueled extremist Tmm————
rhetoric.

It 1s true that some
harsh language 1s used
on the Knesset floor
from time to time. But
that has been the style
of Isracli politics for
quite some  time.
Should the Likud be
punished for sharing
some views with right
wing extremists, such
as Yigal Amir, who
would not hesitate to
bypass the law? Was
the Labor party held
accountable when
“Begin, murderer”
epithets were hurled at
the late Likud Prime °© L - - -
Minister, Menachem Begin by lerst demonstrators'? Perhaps
the assassination will make all political parties be more careful
with their rhetoric. Words can indeed harm. But to hold the
Likud Party responsible is to assume guilt by association.

Misconception #5: Unity means that all Israelis have to
agree on the government’s current course of action.

This 1s simply a distortion. Unity does not equate to
uniformity of opinion. A healthy debate, without obscene
rhetoric, 1s necessary so that Israclis may eventually build a
consensus of sorts.

Mr. Rabin died not because of statements that he made, but
rather for those that he didn’t. Unlike Yassir Arafat, who has
made his goals clear - a separate Palestinian State
encompassing all of the West Bank and Gaza, purged of all
settlers, with Jerusalem as its capital - Mr. Rabin had not.

What is the fate of the 150,000 settlers? In some public
statements, government officials have implied that settlers are
a national burden and a drain on military resources. Many
interpreted these statements as the government’s overt
acceptance of a separate Palestinian State. In other instances,
Labor leaders have specifically expressed that settlements
would never be abandoned and would always be included in
the State of Israel. This would indicate that the government
has no plans to negotiate away the West Bank and Gaza or of
granting statehood to the Palestinians. If this is so, then as
Benny Begin, a member of the Knesset, expressed recently,

“We are on a crash course with the Palestinians.” Surely the
Palestinians expect more.

- So which way does the government intend to lead? To be
fair, Labor hasn’t been the only party to lack clear expression
of its goals. Since the Oslo agreement, all the Likud Party has
done is bitterly criticize the Labor government and denounce
the accords. Yet they haven’t offered any concrete alternatives.
Israel is in an irreversible process with the Palestimians. At the
very least, Palestinians will get limited autonomy,
administering most civil functions of sovereignty
mdependently, but w1thout the beneﬁt of an armed forces. At
will receive full
statchood. This 1s no
time to  debate
whether the Rabin
government was
justified 1n  1ts
agreement with
Arafat. It’s old news.
Now, where do we
_ b i go from here? That's
O S what Israclis yearn

F ”f.’,‘*. Lo T . o t0 know.

The ambiguity
created by Israel’s

leadership has
fostered mistrust
among many

Israelis, mnot just
settlers. Remernber,
/ Rabin’s assassin,
Ylgal Amir, is no settler. He lives in the comfortable up-scale
suburb of Herzlia. Anti-government sentiment 1S growing.
This i1s no time to shut off all dialogue in favor of so-called
unity. When Jews sit shiva, they don’t mourn in isolation.
They sit among family and friends. And yes, they talk,
sometimes even argue. It’s natural and therapeutic.

Mr. Rabin shall always be lauded for his intentions, for his
dreams of peace with Arab neighbors. Yet he never truly built
a consensus at home. The present government must open
dialogue with its own people, the way it did with Mr. Arafat.
As Mr. Natan Sharansky, former Soviet dissident explained
succinctly just after the Rabin assassination, “no peace at
home, none with neighbors.” Sound advice from an
experienced man.
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Peace of My Heart

My StruGgGle with The Assassination and ISRAEL.
By: Bazmeh Davoudian

The Meeting

Three years ago, I was a different person than I am today.
In the summer of 1992, I met someone named Shirley
Avishour. She was a Persian Israeli who had come to Great
Neck to visit her aunt, my mother's friend. My mother
brought her to my attention. She said, “She’s visiting here
and has no one. She's your age, why don't you show her
around? Go out and see a movie together, or something." I
groaned inside. My Hebrew is marginally close to terrible.
How was I supposed to communicate with a strange Israeli
girl, even on a basic level? Aside from mere day-to-day
language, I didn’t know if I could find any common ground
with someone so alien to me? What could we possibly share?
But I gave in. It was a July afternoon, and the humidity and
boredom were stifling. [ figured, at best, we would attempt to
exchange some flighty pleasantries, drink our Cokes, and go
our separate ways. When I look back I realize how mistaken I
was about Shirley.

She came to my door that afternoon. She was a tall, tan
and lean girl, approximately my age.
Had no one told me she was Persian, 1
wouldn't have figured it out. When I
am 1n an uncomfortable situation with
a stranger, I call up a generous reserve
of humor, and chatter into overdrive.
But when my first blabbing tirade was
over, I was shocked at what came out
of her mouth. It was a perfect English
response, in a shy voice, with the
slightest trace of an accent. In that
first meeting, her mastery of English
and her intelligence blew me away. 1
had expected a fast, witty and hot-tempered Sabra, but
Shirley destroyed this stereotype right there. She was gentle
and soft-spoken, and took her time with what she wanted to
say, articulating her thoughts and words carefully.

We laughed together in the theater, and talked non-stop all
afternoon. One topic changed into another, effortlessly. I had
never developed such a deep connection and rapport with
someone so quickly, American or Israeli. The topics of
conversation ranged from the environment to movie stars we
loved. We both loved to write. We both worried about
everything and anything, and had the same sense of humor.
To this day, one topic has dominated our conversations: Israel.
the Jewish people and diplomacy. She told me the current
views and concerns of the Israelis, and I told her those of
American Jews. We shared what our countries thought of one
another. We debated over American and Israeli foreign
policies. At times, we radically disagreed. (And we let each
other know with a passion!) She, like many other Israelis of
the time, could not see eye-to-eye with Rabin's stands on
issues. She was justly reserved when it came to the peace
process. But most of the time, our views were so in sync that |

Shirley.”

“I wonder how I
would have reacted
to the assassination
had I never met

thought it unreal. Finally, here was someone who knew
exactly what I was saying and where I was coming from.

That summer was a time of politics and philosophies. It
was a time when I had found one of the best friends 1n my life.
But most of all, it was a summer of redefining views. That
July afternoon was the start of something that has changed my
life for three years now. It was then that my definition of
[srael broadened to unimaginable levels.

Remolding Definitions
Before I met Shirley, had you asked me what I thought
when [ thought of Israel, my answer might have surprised
you. When I was five, Isracl for me was where I visited my
aunt and the Kotel. It was a sunny vacation spot, where your
cyes stung from the salt if you dared to go swimming. A few
years later, I thought of Israel as “the home of the Jewish
people,” but it was actually the home of the particular Jews
who chose to live there, the ones we called "Israelis”. When 1
began to study Global History in junior high and high
school, I learned that for centuries Israel
had always fended for itself. Whether it
was against the ancient Syrian Greeks,
or the 21st century Egyptians: the brave-
hearted Maccabbees were dogging 1n
and out of caves and striking quickly, or
clse a breathtaking fighter jet of a
superior Air Force loomed over the
enemy. Unlike most people my age, I
was impartial to Israel in many ways.
That might seem callous and even anti-
Zionistic to most people, but there were
reasons for it.

Somehow or another, Isracl always seemed to come out on
top. So I disconnected my own identity from Israel. It seemed
that with the United States bchind her, ready to help, Isracl
could walk into their Muslim fundamentalist backyard and
whip anyone, if need be. Why should I worry? The Arabs saw
what happened when Iraq messed around with Israel, right?
Israel 1n my mind would always be united for the cause of
peace, and othcrwise.

Shirley shattered these stereotypes and misconceptions that
[ held. She said that everyone in Israel wanted peace, but not
everyone had the same ideas on how to attain it. I saw the
Isracli government as staunch, ready to strike any fool stupid
enough to attack. Little did I know that some Israclis were
tred of sleeping with one eye open. Some felt it would be
better to give up what they didn’t consider relinquishable a
lew years ago. Some of these people went to the extreme of
wanting to totally integrate Palestinians into mainstream
Israch life. Others preferred to keep a higher level of wariness
when 1t came to the Palestinians. They didn't want to lay
down their guard so easily for the sake of sccurity. Extremes
grew out of this side as well, religious as well as secular.

...thanks Jack, for staying up all nig]nt with me.

was changing into reality: a people stuck in a car, speeding
toward a fork in the road. And the people in the car were
arguing, violently cutting the wheel right and left. They were
split into my first rough destinations of Likud and Labor.

Aftershock

We wrote constantly throughout the past three years,
during which many changes have occurred rapidly. We kept
debating and talking about it through letters. I have changed a
lot through writing to Shirley. I now see things more like an
Isracli than an American Jew, because I have had the
opportunity to see the conflict through genuine Israeli eyes. I
finally feel connected with Israel, caught up in its political
triumphs and losses. Israel now has a more actual, real role in
my life, rather than a biblical, theoretical one. 1 can see how
fragile the security and government really is, despite shows of
force and friends in high places. I am concerned, engaged,
and 1n tune. Rabin was almost my "second President." 1 can
comfortably call Israel my land...yes, of course, it was the land
of my forefathers, but it is now my land as well. Shirley
helped conjure up these feelings buried deep inside of me, and
I followed her lead toward them.

I wonder how I would have reacted to the assassination had
I never met Shirley. [ suppose I would have tisked at the
television screen, had it on my mind for a while, and then just
forgotten about it. In other words, I would have had a reaction
much like any typical American. Today I take pride in the fact
that I didn’t. First there was disbelief and then came the utter
shock, shock of Rabin's death and shock that he was killed by
the hand of a Jew. I was mesmerized by the television screen,
and when the images of crying Israeli eyes came on, tears
welled up in my eyes as well. Finally, I couldn't stop. I cried
uncontrollably for the tears I saw shed. 1 stayed home to
watch the funeral on TV. I was being wrecked inside, piece by
piece. An then Noa, the granddaughter came on. "You
always awake from a nightmare, but since yesterday I was

continually awakening to a nightmare. It is not p0551ble to get forsake that vision, that human dream, that unshakable fate."

used to the nightmare of life
without you. The television never
ceases to broadcast pictures of you,
and you are so alive that I can
almost touch you -- but only
almost, and I won't be able to do
anymore.” Her grief was so raw
that it broke my heart. The
interpreter's voice could not cover
her voice entirely, and even
though I didn't understand the
Hebrew, I understood what needed
to be understood. 1 wanted to
reach out and hold her across
thousands of miles of division. |
wanted to assure this girl that
everything would be all right, and
that I cared for her as well. Then,
I just couldn't watch anymore. It
was too much. While catching the
nightly news, I caught a smppet of
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ll Through Shirley, my fantasy of happy, little, united Sabras

Rabin's son reciting Kaddish and I broke down once again. |
thought of Shirley's soft sobbing, and I cried for her and

- myself. All our hopes, predictions, debates and affirmations

for Israel and Rabin through three years of letters had
vaporized into the dark mist of morning.

I am a writer. This 1s the first time I have written a piece of
non-fiction in response to such an emotionally charged issue.
With the aid of encyclopedias, television, music, and
memories, I accumulated a list of quotations on the
assassination, international peace history, and philosophies on
peace. When I read it over, I shook my head with grief. So
many great leaders have died for the causes they believe in,
but none more than for the causes of peace, harmony, and
progression for their nation. Essentially, King, Kennedy,
Gandhi, Sadat, and Rabin had the same feeling. They were all
fed up. They cared too much not to take a stand. They
thought ahead for their country's children and future. And
when they let everyone know that they gave a damn, some
maniac answered back with a bullet.

I sent Shirley this list of quotations, as well as an
extensive letter. I got a response a few days ago. She sent me
this quote:

He will stand to those of us who are left as an
incarnation of the spirit of the land he loved.
(Theodore C. Sorensen, epilogue to "Kennedy".)

Her letter went on, "Bazmeh, what a leader we have lost, our
grief 1s beyond recognition."”

This 1s a tremulous and solemn rebirth of the relationship
between Shirley and me, for what lays ahead in Israel's future
1s unknown. This leaves plenty for Shirley and me to write,
worry, and speculate about. But one thing is certain, out of the
ashes of tragedy will come the hope of everlasting peace in
Israel. I know this because of one quote which rings in my
ears more than any other. Begin once said, "Despite the
tragedies and disappointments of the past, we must never
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As for today, Rabin is supported
nation, neither shall they learn war by less than 20% of Israelis... We chose

quotations 1s loving memory of Yitzhak Rabin
and to the soldiers of peace, past and present:

anymore. Despite the tragedies and | him as our mi{tister with the hope that'the rate
. . h y e of terrorism will decrease and Israel will
Lsappoiniments Of [ne past, we mus n“ finally know some peace and quiet... Bazmeh,

I hate living in a world where childhood
is filled with sorrow and grief.

-Shirley Avishour, in a letter to Bazmeh Davoudian,
February 1995

never forsake that vision, that

human dream, that unshakable fate. you
-Menachem Begin, 1978 need

Bazmeh compiled the following collection of ation shall not ]m up sword against

| i’
love”
| The last song he sang | regard my turf
was the So_ng of S— as a soldjer,
Peace. He put 'lhis Ihou:gh -
Lo L 1 | soldier of :
S f ti;n 1:]1 pocket, | peace. | know C[ believe now there
| d | an e et went What we need...is love, and wisdom, the value of .
Just (West of the Oblairmay through this song. | land compassion foward one discipline and Is a chance for peace
lo Ceaven -Shimon Peres another... and aq feelng of truth. and we must take
Justice...whether they be whife or -Mahandas Ghandi, .
whether they be black... . indian leader and peace advantagc OJ: it.
A i — Jeobeit F. Kciinedy, esoeodvooats, 1968 advocate, assassinated -Yitzhak Rabin, addressing a peace
This week, Jews all around the world are studying the Torah portion in which G-d S DT T alln ki sl

tests the faith of Abraham, Patriarch of the Jews and Arabs. He commands
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, “Take your son, the one you love, Isaac.” As we all
know, as Abraham was about to kill his son, G-d spared Isaac. Now G-d tests our

faith even more termribly - for he has taken our Yitzhak.
-Bill Clinton, in his eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin, November 6, 1995

Did you hear about the big process of peace talks between
the Arabs and Israel. I heard that probably next week they
are going to have a meeting in the USA and they are goin
10 sign their agreements. I hope that Israel is doing the
right step...

-Shurley Avishour, 1n a letter to Bazmeh Davoudian, September 1993

Tlle streets o{:

? Jerusalem are |

i All we e | They created
; are { a climate

| : ease excuse me lor
| sy stands still for gt | B {ooie
| | s give T ) QI which lead
|peace a , ; T about peace - 1 want to my
chance. ring like the to talk about my husband’s
~Jolin Lennon nation's Cry grandfat]:ler. death.
. -Noa Ben-Artzi Philosof, 17, in her eulogy -Leah Rabin,
| frOl n its Vﬁ:_ly to her grandfather, November 6, 1995 Novefnber 19315

soul.

-American news reporter,
November 6. 1995

As he said many times, in many parts of this nation, to those he

touched and to those who sought to touch him: with our culture and creed. Let there be no more wars
“Some men see things as they are and say ‘Why,’ I dream things between the Arabs and lsraelis.

that never were and say ‘Why not’.” -Anwar Al-Sadat, President of Egypt, assassinated in 1981

-Edward Kennedy, eulogy at his brother Robert’s funeral, June 1968
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Realizing A Dream
By: Payam Hakimian

I remember marching in the Israeli Day Parade last spring.
It was the first ttme I participated in the Parade. 1 felt
optimistic about the recent prospects and I wanted to show my
support. As we marched up Fifth Avenue, I heard a small
group of protesters on the sidewalk chanting “Rabin is a
traitor.” One of them had a picture of Rabin dressed in a Nazi
SS Uniform. This infuriated me. How can someone compare
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a man who dedicated his life to
the establishment and preservation of Israel, to Hitler’s reglme
that systematically massacred six
million Jews? Not knowing the
potential danger imposed by such
propaganda, I chose to ignore them.
It 1s only now that I realize my
mistake.

A small group of fanatical
religious Jews vehemently opposes the
peace between Israel and her Arab
neighbors. They are against any
peace agreement with Palestinians
that mandates the exchange of
territory for peace. They believe that
Israel’s possession of the West Bank
territory is ordained by G-d. They
proclaim that G-d outlined this land
in the Torah as Judea and Samaria;
and it belongs exclusively to the Jews.
They say that all Arabs who live in
the West Bank must be removed.
They feel that everything possible
must be done to keep this land for
Israel. They sanction the use of
violence as a means of accomplishing
their political goal.

On Saturday, November 4, Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who had survived many wars,
was killed as he was leaving a peace rally in Tel-Aviv. The
bullets that killed Rabin were fired not by an Arab, but by a
fellow Jew. The peace process that Rabin fought for made him
a target. The assassin, Yigal Amir, was a 27 year old Israeli
law student. After firing the fatal shot, he told the police, “I
acted alone on G-d’s order and I have no regrets.... I did it
because Rabin was giving away our homeland.”

Thus Rabin shared the fate of many peacemakers who have
been killed by their own kind. After leading colonial India,
Mohandas Gandhi was killed in 1948 by a fellow Hindu who
believed he was giving away too much to the Muslims. In
Egypt, Anwar Sadat brought peace and respect to his defeated
country and was slaughtered for his efforts by few of his own
soldiers in 1981. For Rabin the most important analogy may
be Abraham Lincoln. He was a great leader whose personal
strength held together a divided nation. Gandhi, Sadat, and
Lincoln were all assassinated in an attempt to block their
common goal of peace. However, their views remained and

their goals were accomplished. Killing does not stop an
ideology. Hitler tried to exterminate all Jews. However, the
world witnessed the creation of Israel from the ashes of the
Holocaust. Rabin’s work toward peace will always be
remembered and praised.

I was in the synagogue when I heard the tragic news.
Everyone was stunned. I became very sad and angry. How
can a religious Jew kill a Jew? How can he justify his act with
rellgwn‘? One of the Ten Commandments is “Thou Shall Not
Kill.” There is nothing written 1n
the Torah that supports such a cold-
blooded murder. As Jews, we all
have different opinions of the peace
negotiations. But in a democratic
society these opinions should be
expressed at the ballot box. All acts
of violence must be condemned.

I believe the fanatical right-wing
#@ Jews created an  emotional
.\ atmosphere with their rhetoric that
= incited the assassination. By fanatic

f2 1 mean right-wing politicians,
settlers and extremist rabbis. At
§ ¢ anti-peace rallies, Rabin was
88 denounced as a traitor and a
— S murderer and portrayed in Nazi SS
g Uniforms. Militant followers of the

& . late Rabbi Meir Kahane, the founder

W% .. of the Jewish Defense League who
. call themselves Kahane Chai

¥ viciously attacked Rabin with
hateful slogans against trading land
™ for peace. In an interview mn “60
£ @ Minutes,” a representative of
WEIEE Kahane Chai stated, “Kahane Chai
neither condemns nor condones the death of Yitzhak Rabin.”
He said, “Rabin got what he deserved for selling out Israel.” 1
was outraged by this man’s ignorance and insensitivity.
Flashbacks of the parade scene crossed my mind. In politics,
even if we disagree on an issue, we need to temper our
language appropriately. I believe that the Jewish community
as whole has the responsibility for holding back its own
madman.

What these extremists refuse to accept is that Palestinians
were living in the West Bank when the State of Israel was
created. Palestinians have as a much right to live on that land
as Israelis. Therefore, one cannot expel the Palestinians from
their homes. Israelis and Palestinians must learn to coexist.
Israel cannot keep fighting with her Arab neighbors forever.
Peace 1s essential for the safety and livelihood of every Israeli
citizen. The lack of security haunts all Israclis. Israel’s future
existence depends upon a lasting peace with Arabs. This
peace would also be very beneficial. Israecl could then divert
the millions of dollars she annually spends on her defense
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budget to more worthy causes such as education, health
services and public transportation.

The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin should serve as a
wake-up call to American Jews. Many people label these
extremists as “nuts.” They say, “Don’t pay too much attention
to them, because that will only increase their importance.”
But I feel that unless we recognize and deal with the problem,
it will grow larger. It is essential to deligitimize the militant
Jews, to 1solate them, and say this doesn’t represent Judaism.
We must break our silence and openly criticize the radical
extremist.

However, we must distinguish between those who
politically oppose the policies of the Rabin government and

those who sanction violence. Freedom of speech is an inherent
right in a democracy. Even people with unpopular beliefs
must be able to peacefully express their opinions. But a speech
that is intended to incite violence must not be tolerated.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was a foundation of the
modern nation of Isracl. He fought for Israel’s independence
and for its survival. He was a man of vision and courage who
championed peace with Israel’s Arab neighbors. The shots
that hit Rabin weren’t fired at the man alone; they were aimed
at the peace process itself. We must now make sure his dream
lives on. His assassination must not stop the search for a
lasting peace in the Middle East. The first step toward this
goal is the condemnation of all acts of violence.

Right! Lefr! Right! Lebr! Boom!
By: Netanel Ben Chaim

Ever since I arrived in Israel on the first of September, I
wanted to sit down and write an article about the situation
here. But it seemed I was always either too busy, too lazy or
both. Well, it may have actually paid off to wait, since the
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin may magnify
the message of this article. I want to use this article to address
the state of affairs in Israel as I see it today.

It seems that even before my plane landed at Ben Gurion
Airport in Tel Aviv, I could hear the blaring voices of the

groups that divide this nation. It is no longer only daati
(religious) and /o daati (non-religious). The atmosphere 1is

thick with hatred. The groups of haredi (ultra religious),
chiloni (anti-religious), yamini (right wing), smolani (left
wing), even Sefardi and Ashkenazi, all seem to oppose each
other vehemently. In public, the divisions between these
groups are very clear. The ever-popular “Ha’am im HaGolan™
(The nation is with the Golan) and “Shalom Akhshav” (Peace
Now) signs still line the streets, but now every group shouts its
own slogan.

The assassination of the Prime Minister did not cause these
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huge divisions, but it did bring them out into the spotlight.
The announcement of the assassination provoked arguments
and a knife pulling on the streets. A bus driver in Tel-Aviv
accused a passenger of being a murderer because he wore a
large, knit keepah. The government also participated i1n such
acts. Soon after the assassination, some people were arrested
for being involved with ultra right wing groups.

After the assassination, Binyamin Netanyahu addressed the
nation. He announced that his party, Likud, would not
challenge Labor’s move to make Shimon Peres acting prime
minister in order to preserve peace within the nation.
Meanwhile, Labor used the opportunity to blast its political
trumpet, blaming Netanyahu for the assassination. Whatever
consensus there is in the government now will not last long.
As the May elections creep closer, the situation will get uglier.

The politics here in Israel put the politics of the Mashadi
Community in New York to shame. The Jewish people are in
their most unstable position since Lavan chased Ya’acov
Avinu. A war with an Arab nation would be disastrous. A
civil war would be tragic.

Page 23




Peace for Peace’s Sake
By: Raymond Rouben:

Last year I spent my sophomore year in Israel. To visit
Israel as a Jew is simple, but to live there, even as a Jew, 1s
quite another matter. Charitable donations, investments in
rural development projects in the name of nation-building, an
annual visit to the Holy Land and a quick excursion to the
Wailing Wall is the extent to which many foreign Jews feel
connected to Israel. The Jews who don’t live in Israel can
choose not to endure its suffering. They can decide not to visit
Isracl when times get rough; they don’t have to fulfill army
duty; they don’t have to worry about suicide bombings every
time their children enter the bus to school.

Life in Israel is not what we consider normal. It’s the
small things: having a security guard check my bag when I
entered the university premise or seeing people wear a semi-
automatic gun as if it were just another accessory item like a

Can a country be
considered normal when its people
have to carry Tefilin and Uzis in
the same travel bag? These social quirks are

only the tip of the iceberg and some profound changes are
necessary to normalize life in Israel.

Yitzhak Rabin understood that Israel could not afford to
remain politically stagnant in a region that has undergone
drastic change in the last several years. Since its Declaration
of Independence on 15 May, 1948, Israel has continuously
fought for its existence. Today, Israel is a reality in the
Middle East. But times change and adopting new ideas to deal
with the changes is imperative. The need for peace between
Israel and its Arab neighbors is pressing. The notion of
normalization and the improvement of the quality of life lies at
the heart negotiations and a compromise between Israel and
the Arab nations of the region. The price of enmity between
Israel and it’s Arabs neighbors i1s enormous: a huge number
of casualties of war on all sides, territorial and environmental
devastation, refugees, incredibly large sums of money directed
toward armament.

A state of war, or rather the imminent danger of war, 1s
extremely wearisome and expensive. The Madnd peace
conierence essentially was brought about because the parties
involved realized that it is a hopeless avenue. Three major
events that have taken place changed the atmosphere of the
Middle East. A ‘new reality’ was created and catalyzed the
need to reassess and rethink the future of the region.

(1) December 1987, saw the spontaneous uprising of young,
educated Palestine university students in the Gaza strip; the
intifada was born, neither organized nor centralized. The
rebellion soon spread to the West Bank, encompassing an
entire population, approximately 1.5 million Palestinians

tie-pin or a bracelet.

... in the end deceivers deceive only themselves.
- Mohandas Gandhi

living in the territories. These riots were not only directed
against Israel’s authority, but against any authority that failed
to give the Palestinian condition serious attention, including
the Jordanians, the self-satisfied PLO leadership and the

SUPETPOWETS.

Within only a few weeks of the outbreak of the rebellion,
Arafat took over the intifada and turned it into an organized
attempt to undermine Israel’s integrity. The uprising took the
government of Israel and the IDF by complete surprise and
required Israel to establish specific institutions and a means to
detect and respond to acts that could spring from the conflict.
The uprising signaled, literally overnight, the opening of a
new front. The Palestinian intifada represented warfare in an
entircly new arena in which the Palestinian side was equipped
with masses of people, children and parents, religious and
secular alike; on the Israeli side, the defense option against the
civilian weapon looked grim. Force and rubber bullets were
used to crack down the rebellion.

In the spirit of Gandhi’s passive resistance, the imtially
unarmed rebellion gave the Palestinian plight international
news coverage and a distinct sympathetic advantage over
Israclis in terms of world image. The treatment of
Palestinians posed serious questions about the Israeli sense of

It doesn’t matter what tl:le}r think. We're doin’ it anyway.

o= e

values and ethics. As the Israeli government reputation and
moral stature dwindled with every military crackdown, the
plight of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation was
brought to the fore.

While the Palestinian issue received recognition iIn
international public opinion, the infifada signaled to Israel
and to the Arab nations that the Palestinians are not the

The mere fact that the
Palestinian civil violence survived
beyond 1ts 1nitial stages of euphoria,

was Israel’s rude awakening. israel could

no longer deny the harsh reality that 1.5 million Palestinians
live in the territories. The key achievement of the intifada 1s,
essentially, to focus on the “Palestinization” of the conflict,
that 1s, a now Isracli-Palestinian conflict which requires
special individualized attention.

(2) The collapse of the Soviet Union is another factor that
altered the international political spectrum. As a result of the
Soviet Union’s disintegration at the end of the Cold War, the
Middle East cecased to be the muscle-flexing arena for two
superpowers. Although the collapse of the Soviet Union has
not drastically stemmed the import of arms and defense
material into the region, it has removed the political umbrella
of and the threat of invasion by a key player in the region,
namely, Syria.

If Syria were to opt for launching an attack on Israel,
Assad would find himself doing so alone. Not only would
Syria not receive Soviet endorsement for an attack on Israel,
but in the late 1980’s, Egypt had already signed a Peace Treaty
with Israel; Jordan had already assumed talks with Israel; Iraq
was engaged in an cight-year war with Iran that ended 1n
1989; and Saudi Arabia still remembers Iraq’s Scud Missile
attacks on its soil.

In the late 1980°s, Israel gradually resumed relations
with the Soviet Union. From 1989 onward, there was a huge
influx of Russian immigrants to Isracl. Until today an
estimated 530,000 Russians made Aliyah and effectively
increased Israel’s population by approximately 15 percent.
There was justifiable fear among the Arabs that
accommodation for the new immigrants would result in
expansion of old settlements, or construction of new ones,
possibly in the territories that would be subject to claim by the
Palestimans 1n light of possible peace talks.

In addition to sheer numbers, the Soviet Aliyah saw an
influx of skilled and educated doctors, technicians, scientists,
and engineers. These were immugrants from a modern and
highly industrialized nation, rather than the Third World.
Soviet immigration also meant a victory for Israel’s defense
purposes, since it added to the army’s manpower and
strengthened Israel’s ability to develop and modernize military
equipment.

Israel’s 1deology is built on the idea of immigration (as
outlined in the Law of Return). The wave of Russian
immigration, therefore, restored Israeli confidence and blew a
revitalizing air into the nations windpipes. A period of

“invisible people.”

economic growth followed the wave of immigration. Isracl
was given a renewed raison d’étre.

(3) The Gulf War was the last key force behind the
constitution of the ‘new reality’ of the Middle East. The issue
of Arab solidarity was first questioned when Iraq invaded its
neighboring country, Kuwait, and thereby challenged her
legitimacy and sovereignty of the Kuwait State. By doing so,
Saddam Hussein challenged the notion of Arab brotherhood
and the de facto Middle East structure. With this loose link 1n
the chain of Arab “unity”, it came as no surprise that Arab
countries aligned themselves with a Western-led coalition
against other Arab states. During the Gulf War, Iraq’s defeat
was perhaps the greatest humiliation for the rest of the Arab
World; yet another battle lost in war between Islam and “the
West™.

The refugee problem after the War only emphasized the
feeling of Arab disunity. It was as if a Scud Missile had
destroyed, at least on a political platform, the sense of Arab
brotherhood and solidarity.  After the war there were
approximately one and 1.5 refugees in the Middle East. This
included 300,000 Palestinians who were thrown out of
Kuwait; 400,000 Egyptians who were thrown out of Iraq and
several thousand Yemenites who were kicked out of Saudi
Arabia. Arab unity in terms of resenting the State of Israel
disintegrated. With the outbreak of the War in January, 1991
Israel seemed to have lost its general priority status as Arab
enemy #1. In the years since the end of the War, Israel 1s
probably behind Iran, Iraq and Islamic fundamentalism on the
Arab ‘most-hated’ list.

Like the intifada, the Gulf War, too, accentuated

Israel’s lack of preparation: the bunkers would not have
sufficiently insulated the civilian population against an Iraqi
chemical assault and the gas-masks proved faulty as well.
Although there were minimal casualties, the Scuds were
successful in destroying some 8,000 apartments in Israel and
in paralyzing the country for three weeks - no airlines, ships or
tourists entered the country. But the constant stream of
Russian immigration continued. In light of the evidence
indicating that Iraq’s military machines were not completely
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destroyed, and in light of the incident in October 1994 when
Iraq mobilized 1ts army again, Israel continues to confront
very real threats to 1ts security.

The war surfaced the issue of arms flow to the Middle East.
Arab states continue to acquire and modify increasingly
sophisticated ballistic missiles. According to U.S. government
statistics, the Middle East has become the largest importer of
arms, receiving two thirds of all weapons delivered to the
Third World in recent years. In a memorandum issued in
1993 by Yossi Beilin, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, an
estimated $600 billion of the Middle East’s currency reserves
have been used for war and armaments since 1948. Anti-Scud
Missiles, such as the American Patriots proved virtually futile
in their attempt to intercept Scuds. On the contrary, in many
instances, the collision between Scuds and Patriots created
even greater destruction.

The urgency to move forward in the Middle East brought
about the Madrid peace talks only eight months after the end
of the Gulf War. Arab nations had realized that regional

peace - What exactly was meant by
“peace” for the parties concerned,
turned out to be the major problem-
] child of the talks -

can only be achieved by direct

D

Israel pay to attain peace? What peace can be attained without
compromising Israel’s sovereignty and security? Certainly

Israel was not willing to or, as the intifada showed, capable of

administering the territories and the 1.5 Palestinians 1n an apt

and responsible manner. It there 1s one thlng
Jews pride themselves in, 1t 1s that
they are a people of moral

integrity. How then can Israel justify occupying the

Palestinian territories? Should Israel physically transfer them
out of their homes to some other land? Should Israel
incorporate some two million of them into Israeli society and
allow them to determine Israel’s destiny with 40% of the vote?
sOr should Israel incorporate them and deny them the vote,
thereby creating another apartheid state?

These are the real problems Israel has to grapple with so
that Ghandi’s words can ring true for Israclis as well. Rabin
knew this. His quest to sustain the peace process 1s not in the
name of “utopia.” Striving for peace 1s a necessity 1n the
present. It 1s grounded in the real problems that Jews living 1n
[srael have to face every day. There is no alternative but to
change, move forward and embrace peace. The process 1s 1n
motion and 1rrevocable. But it takes more than one person to
create anything new. The peace process does not rest on

el e e Rabin’s Shouldel' aIOIle.
Much needs to be done for
peace to become a reality.
Foremost, the PLO needs to
. Change the Charter 1n its
- hﬂ Covenant that calls for the
destruction and annihilation
of the State of Israel and for
terrorist factions among 1its
own people. But the
potential of terrorism from
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negotiations with Israel Further, the fact that Arab nations
have to negotiate on a face to face level with Israel is.
essentially, a sign of accepting that Israel is an integral
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