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Strengthening Zionism in the Community

As Israel Turns Fifty
By: Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.

Among the generations of Jews that lived in the
last two thousand years, our generation has had the
special “z'’khut” (“privilege”) of seeing in many ways
the matenialization of Zionistic 1deals. We either saw
the establishment of the State of Israel, or saw Israel
In 1ts very early years.
result of the return of the Diaspora Jews (“kibuz
galuyot”’); we saw Israel’s successes 1n wars imposed
by 1ts neighbors; we saw the growth of i1ts land as well
as the unification of Jerusalem; we saw Israel’s
economic, cultural and social development.

And now, we also have the z’khut of witnessing

[srael's Fiftieth ("yovel") Anmiversary. My personal
hope is that I will also be able to see in my lifetime the

establishment of a comprehensive peace between
I[srael and the Palestinians; and my prayer 1s that the
peace will happen even 1f I do not get to witness it.
The need for fortifying the concepts of Zionism
among the community's youngsters was felt with the
assassination of Israel's late Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin in November of 1995. The 1ssue was discussed
by the Central Board and by the Youth Commuittee,
and plans were initiated to fortify Zionistic programs
in both these organizations. Collaboration between
these two sub-committees can produce valuable
Zionistic programs for our youth. I would like to
mention that the Youth Commuttee's Israel Trip, which

We saw Israel's growth as a

Editorial

1s currently 1its main Zionistic program, 1s cxtremely

successful, and I would like to take this opportunity fo
say "khazak ve baruch" to 1its provider and ils
organizers.

The occasion of Israel's Fiftieth Anniversary 15
unique opportunity for our community to expand ity
Zionistic programs. The atmosphere of celebrations
and joy that 1s felt among us gives an additional
justification for such an mitiative. Our children and
youth will benefit from Zionistic educational
programs in the community, mainly because thosc
who study in Jewish schools or in public schools will
both enjoy the programs and 1dentify with the 1dcals
behind them. In fact, such programs should exemplily
to both of these groups that they have much morc m
common in terms of their ideology than they may
think.

As we celebrate this great occasion together with
the entire Jewish Nation, we should remember that i
offers a great opportunity to excite Zionistic feclings
in our children and our youth. At the time that joyous
birthday affections are pouring to Israel from Jews
around the world, we can fill the hearts of oul
youngsters with greater measures of love for our
homeland. Such affection will not only be a sourcc ol
joy, but will also strengthen their senses of Jewish
identity and Jewish pride.

Happy Birthday, Israel!

On the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the State of Israel, the editorial staff of Megillah and
the Mashadi Youth Committee send warmest wishes to the Jewish family across the world and

especially 1n Israel.

As we celebrate the realization of our age-old religious and national dream, we focus on what lics
ahead. Let the joyous spirit of this year’s celebrations mark the way for the next fifty years. May
peace and harmony flourish in our homeland and throughout the world.
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Central Board Report

By: Edward Nassimi

New Synagogue Opened

The primary focus of the Central
Board and the board of the Meshedi
Jewish Community of Great Neck 1n
the last few months was to finish the
new Synagogue in Great Neck and to
prepare for the grand opening and the
management of the new facility.

Until the end of their term 1n
November of 1998, all important
matters regarding the new Synagogue
will be jointly governed by the
Central Board and the Board of the
Meshedi1 Jewish Community of Great
Neck.

1. Construction

Construction was focused on finishing
all of the items required to obtain the
temporary certificate of occupancy
including all safety measures, etc.
Exterior work, such as landscaping, as
well as many interior decorative items
will be finished after the opening of
the Synagogue.

2. Grand Opening Ceremony

On Sunday, March 8, the Grand
Opening ceremony for the Synagogue
was held with almost 2,000
community members attending. The
ceremony began with a Misheberakh
for the community by Rabbi Ben-
Haim. Several speeches by members
of the Central Board and the
Construction Committee provided a

bric| |II.‘;|1H\" ol the therhity o thiank s
to the many community member
who helped make the project happen
an overview of certaimn features ol th
building, a Summary
Report, as well as the intentions ol the
Central Board for the new Synagoguc.
In a special ceremony, the principal
founders of the Synagogue were
honored. Sixteen Torahs were carried
into the building and Mezuzahs were
affixed to the main entrances and
some of main rooms in the building.
All these items were auctioned and
$275,000 was raised in the lively
auction. The remaining Mezuzahs
shall be auctioned and affixed at a
later date to be announced.

The Mayor and the Building
Commissioner of the Village of Great
Neck paid a visit and addressed the
community which welcomed them
enthusiastically.

'inancial

3. Management Of The Synagogue
The following Board members were
elected to form the Management
Committee of the new Synagogue
(listed 1n alphabetical order):

Messrs. Michael Dilamani, Nasser
Haghighat, Ben Hakimian, Fatollah
Hematian, David Hezghia, Bahram
Kamali, Edward Nassimi and Jamshid
Zar.

Mr. Mot1 Kohanim was appointed as
Khazan and upon obtaining of his
rabbinical license (SMICHA) as
Acting Rabbi of the Synagogue.

The following community members
were appointed as Gabbayim of the

Samm = —i.= T mtamm im

Article

Page Article

N Sanctunry Messrs. Ebrahim
Vs Mot Kohamim, Yousef Livi,
Y oot Nondanr, Tan |‘|1‘?-;Hill'l]i

4, Additional Minyans

In addition to the Mimyan i the Main
Sanctuary. two other Mimyans were
estabhished | he Smnll (weekday)
Silllclllill_\f Nhll\r’.‘ln IS |.l|)'[l'|l't| | O
young adults (marnied and smple)
On the classroom level, a Youth
Minyan targeted — primarily  for

teenagers 1s run by the same group
which managed the Youth Minyan al

Colbeh.

5. Rules & Regulations

A set of regulations was established
by the Management Committee and

the gabbayim providing rules for

shirah, distribution of aliahs, tood
service and other matters.  The
purpose of these rules was to ensure
an orderly and proper atmosphere in
the new Synagogue.

6. Gymnasium

A Central Board representative, (M1
Cyrus Elian), together with a group
from the Youth Committee and other
interested  youth, established a
detailed program for the use of thc
Gymnasium which 1s scheduled to
begin in the month of April.

7. Additional Property &

Separation Of Parking 1.of
Plans were filed with the Village to
incorporate the two additional housc:
being purchased with the Synagogpuc

Paqe

property and to separate the interior
parking lot which would by closed on
the Shabbat. In a previous meeting
with the Mayor and Building
Committee of the Village of Great
Neck, the underlying reason for these
applications and the need for the
temporary partitions, which have been
established, were explained.

8. Financial Matters

The Central Board has begun to repay
the bank loan that was taken out for
the construction of the new
Synagogue. Monthly payments are
scheduled for the next six months.
Continued financial assistance by the
community 1s needed to fulfill the
remaining obligations to the bank and
the contractors.

A NOTE ON THE SEATING ASSIGNMENTS

The seating assignments for the
Mashadi Jewish Center of Great Neck,
has created as expected, some
grievances and concerns with a number

of respected members of our
community who were hurt and

offended. We feel a Ilot of the
orievances and pain has been created
due to false rumors and a lack of
information regarding the procedures
guiding the seating assignments.

In an effort to provide a better
explanation regarding the seating
assignments, the Central Board and the
Synagogue Board, would like to bring
the following facts to your attention.

1. The primary reason to have seating
assignments for the new Synagogue
was to prevent conflicts between
community members and an
uncontrolled rush early in the morning
to occupy the seats

2. A substantial part of the seating was
assigned permanently due to seniority
or a history of community service.
Orderly seating would provide respect
for these community members. This

4. Quite a few people are sitting 1n
seats for which they have not been
assigned. They simply decided to
occupy those seats.

5. Some major contributors requested
that one of their seats be assigned to a

friend or a relative. In many cases, this
was done confidentially.

6. We were certainly aware of the
sensitivities of the seating assignments
but we felt it would be better to have
grievances directed to us rather than
have clashes between community
members at the opening. We had to
pick between a bad and a worse
situation and we picked the better of the
two.

7. We must all realize that ultimately,
the real reason for this frustration is the
high demand for and short supply of
fixed seats. We have tried to alleviate
this situation by providing loose seating
as much as possible. We are confident
that the situation is settling down to the
better and that day by day the
community will leave this issue behind
and move on to other more important
1SSUES.

- Megillah
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By: Anna Carmihi

Community

Bar Mitzvah 1997

On Sunday, November 9, 1997,
our annual community Bar
Mitzvah was held at the Shaare
Tova Ballroom. Twenty boys and
their  families and  friends
celebrated this very special event
in their lives. The guests spent an
evening with great food, great
music, lots of fun and non-stop
dancing. The program included a
short presentation by the boys, a
speech by Mr. Nassim Bassalian, a
prayer for the boys by Rabbi1 Ben
Haim, the candle lighting
ceremony and the presentation of
g1fts to the Bar-Mitzvah boys.

This year’s participants were:
Tony Aziz, Adam Bassalali, Arash
Bassal, Shawn Behnam, Joey
Cohen, Steven Ebrani, Neal
Hakimi, Nikki Hakimian, Jackie
Hakimian, Rodney Kamali,
Jonathan =~ Kashanian,  Joseph
Kashimallak, S1imon Livi,
Benjamin Livian, Nathan Livian,
Moshe Mashiach, Alex Moheban,
[lan Nassimi, Jason Rahimi,
Michael Zar and  Jonathan
Zaboulani.

The celebrations continued on
the Saturday after the party at the
Shaare Tova Synagogue. With the
participation of theirr family,

-

-

-

friends and the entire
congregation, the boys had their
“Sheerah.”  With tremendous
applause, singing, laughter,

prayers and blessings, they were
officially  introduced to the
community.

The Sisterhood would like to
congratulate all the Bar Mitzvah
boys and their families. May they
have a life full of mazal, health
and happiness.

We would Iike to thank
cverybody who was 1nvolved 1n
making both the community Bat
Mitzvah and Bar Mitzvah huge

R
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Ms. Sima Amid Donating a Painting to the Mashadi Sisterhood

successes. Everybody’s mput was
greatly appreciated.

Our special thanks goes to the
Talmud Torah. Every year the
Talmud Torah generously presents
the Bar Mitzvah boys and Bar
Mitzvah girls with valuable religious
books and teelim.

Chanukah Toy Drive

The Mashadi Sisterhood
organized its first Toy Drive ever.
Children and grown-ups were asked
to participate in this great mitzvah
and donate new toys and gifts, which
were collected on the premises of the
Long Island Talmud Torah.

The Toy Drive was a huge
success. Hundreds of kids brought
therr new and beautiful toys to the
collection center on  Sunday,
December 14. The gifts were sent to
the “Ohel Organization,” which 1s a
Children’s Home and Family Service
Center 1n Brooklyn.  The gifts
reached the kids just in time for

Chanukah and made this holiday a trees.
very happy time for them.
Thank You.
Number 60, Nisan - Iyar 5758, April 1998 M J el

Sports and Fitness

Every year the Mashadi Sisterhood

organizes and offers our community
members a special rate for a onec yca

membership at one of the fitness clubs i

Great Neck. This 1s organized to educat
our community about the importance ol
fitness and physical well-being at any

A large number of men, women and cvorn

teenagers joined 1n.

We would like to thank everybody
especially Mrs. Jila Hezghia and M
Robert Bassaly, who 1s the Director of th
MYC Health and Fitness Subcommitics
They helped turn this idea nto a pren
SUCCESS.

Tua B’Shevat Treats
Every year the Sisterhood helps th
Talmud Torah in preparing trcats for (i
kids at the time of llanot. This year ol
to 400 packages were  made
distributed to the Long Island and Cueen
Talmud Torah classes. The pucka

consist of nuts, dried fruits and candy aid
help celebrate /lanot, the holiday ol 11

By: Simon Nassimi

MYC Mission Statement

After months of word-crafting and
discussion,the Mashadi Youth Commuittee
has composed a mission statement to
proclaim the path we will be taking in the
years to come. For years we had goals
and ambitions, but never had the MYC
verbalized them to the community at
large.

The statement 1s as follows: "The
Mashadi Youth Committee 1s devoted to
the preservation and enhancement of the
Mashadi Sephardic Jewish tradition and
culture through religious, Zionistic,
educational, and social programs and
publications."

To achieve these goals we need the
help of all of the community's youth to
participate 1n  events, read our
publications, and help generate fresh new
ideas 1n order for us to remain strong and
continue our growth.

Avigdor Gazal in Concert

On December 20, the Culture Club
brought Avigdor Gazal to concert at the
Great Neck North High  School
Auditorium. He played a number of
songs from his release "On a Song and a
Prayer" and from his upcoming untitled
recording. The concert gathered over 200
young adults from all over Queens and
Long Island who celebrated the joyous
holiday of Chanukah with Avigdor's
modern renditions of Jewish music.

We appreciate Dana Rafinia and
Benny Hematian's efforts in organizing
this event.

The Nature of Diamonds

On Sunday, December 21, the Culture
Club visited the "Nature of Diamonds"
exhibit at Museum of Natural History in
Manhattan. This extensive exhibition
displayed the many "facets" of diamonds,
including their origins and mining, their
role 1n history, art, fashion, and literature,
and their uses in modern technology.
There were also a number of renowned
diamonds on display such as "The
Tiffany" golden yellow diamond bought
by Tiffany & Co. which weighs in at

! oo e
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128.51 carats, and the "Taylor-Burton"
diamond which was given to Elizabeth

MYC Shabbaton Getaway

This year's annual Shabbaton Getaway

was held in upstate New York's
Paramount Resort Hotel during the last
weekend of February. Over 100 of our
youth joined us for a fun-filled weekend
with our special guest Rabbi David
Clyman. Participants of the Shabbaton F - - g m
enjoyed a relaxing atmosphere with full b ol 4 &
meals, sports, activities and entertainment. . el - o
A few of the participants performed a
comedy play entitled "The 6:27," a ;.. W= | .
parody of a typical Mashadi train ride ... = B L iy --
home from Manhattan. Many thanks to ¥y = ¥ iy . il
Allen Hakimian, Herbert Livi and . i
Kamyar Liviem for writing this play. A4
Hazak U'Varuch should also be given to . f
our Shabbaton participants who raised & . . LT
over $15,000 in Kavods to help defray the
cost of the Shabbaton, the Hatzollah
Ambulance and other charities. The
MYC would also like to thank Rabbi Edim ¥ G . W - -
David Clyman and his family as well as __ | — . -
the chaperones that accompanied us PR R

Taylor by Richard Burton, her husband at
the time. It was an interesting,
educational, and fun day on the Upper
West Side of Manhattan. Be on the
lookout for future Culture Club events 1n
HaChodesh.

B vy o

B e e e

SKi Trip

This year, the Health and Fitness
Subcommittee held its annual ski trip at
Windham Mountain in the Catskills on
Sunday, January 11. The busload of skiers
enjoyed perfect conditions and had a fun
day of skiing. Due to the overwhelming
response we had from the skiers, we will
take everyone for another day on the
slopes on March 29. Same place same MYC Ski Trip
time.

Thank vyou Payam Hakimi  fOT  jymsesssmsmssssmsmssm s ; _ i
organizing this successful event. il B

-----

e

A

T T during the weekend: Mr. & Mrs. Babak S
e g1 '_ Abdolazadeh, Mr. & Mrs. Morris Aziz, r

' ' i Mr. & Mrs. George Dilamani, Mr. & Mrs.
Ramin Ebrani, Mr. & Mrs. Vali Ebrani, T 2@
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Hakimian. . ,ﬁ

“The Diary of Anne Frank”

On Wednesday, January 28, the
Culture Club went to see Broadway's
revival of “The Diary of Anne Frank™ at
the Music Box Theater. Broadway has
done an excellent job of bringing Anne
Frank's words to life while demonstrating
her and her family's hardships during the
Holocaust. Her words will always touch

...........

"The Belind Date
' and the Vedding" 5
Over 120 Culture Club members . @ . 4
attended the English play entitled "The g ¥ | - e s 8§
Belind Date and the Vedding" about s
Persian dating and romance 1n the . . . .
P A Nineties on Sunday, February 15, at the
- - S — —— T— Great Neck North High School. The play -
Peviormance of Comedy Play “The 6:27 " at the Shabbaton was cleverly produced to address current Dr. Gerald Schroede
ills of Persian-American Jewry In a

‘arst Classes humorous fashion. Everyone enjoyed the
he MY('s Relivion and Heritage play since they could all relate to the etc.) actually complement one another. Israel Film Festival

e various innuendoes that are particular to  The 150 people who attended the lecture On Tuesday, March 3, the Culturc
the Persian community at large. were amazed by Dr. Schroeder's (Club saw the Israel Film Festival's

Reading & Writing Classes. The classes | demonstration on how G-d and science do  showing of "Mr. Baum," a comedy m
are luughl by an EXperienced teacher, Ms. . e , Modern Science and Judaism co-exist. For those who could not attend which the main character has only 9/
Shanaz Saber, and follow a set curriculum i VW F . ' f ) On February 22, the MYC 1 the lecture and are interested in the topic, minutes to live and sets out on a funn

our hearts and will never let us forget the

Nazis attempt to destroy the Jews durmg

World War 11 Tt s a fabulous production

and a must sce lor everyone | | ol e
he MY C thanks Tma Namdar Tor her

treless eltorts moorgamzing this viewing,

' » ‘-f

| O} |HI|‘~,' IIH‘III'H‘I‘. OF Ourr cormmnunity

Subcommittee has taken a group of us
back to our roots with the first ever Farsi

with textbooks. The Farsi classes are fﬁ S By | ' conjunction with MORA brought the Dr. Shroeder has written two New York  journey separating from his lifc and loved

Yy A world renowned nuclear physicist Dr. Times bestsellers on the topic: Science of  ones. The film's director and star. A«
you would either like to join an existing - i Gerald Schroeder to speak on the topic of G-d, and Genesis and t'he Big Bang. Dayan (the son of Israeli war hero Maosh
class or perhaps start a new one, please L AN ; | "Modern Science and Judaism: An Tht? MYC_WOUId l?k? to ﬂ_lank MORA Dayan), even made a personal appcaranc
contact Mr. Allen Hakimian. These - A Evening with Gerald Schroeder." As a for their help in organizing this event with  and took questions from the audicne

scientist with over thirty years of US. We would also like to thank Mr. after the viewing. The film was shown as

classes are open to all age groups. ” | . | -
We commend the graduates of the first . R e | experience in research and teaching and Avigdor Levy who introduced Dr. part of the 14th Annual lsiacl Tl

semester and Allen Hakimian for T a Doctorate degree from MIT. Dr. Shroeder to us and spent countless hours  Festival at the East Side Playhous
coordinating these classes. e - | » S Ay il Schroeder lectured on how the Torah and ~ arranging the lecture. Once again, this  cvenl wa

o gl RS i o o modern scientific discoveries (that is, the successfully orgamzed by Muo Fina
MYC Farsi Classes Big Bang Theory, evolution, fossil dating, Namdar.

continuously going on to new levels. If
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MYC Israel Tour 1998

Preliminary registration for this
summer's MYC Israel Tour has been
completed with over 40 people signed up.
The tour lasts for three weeks and takes
participants through most of Israel. This
year's tour will also participate 1n
festivities commemorating Israel's 50th
Anniversary.  Because of this year's
overwhelming demand, as many as two
groups may be organized. Prospective
chaperone inquiries are welcomed. For
more information contact Arun Bassalali

or Dana Rafima.

MYC Gym
The MYC(C's Health & Fitness
Subcommittee has been busily working
on the gym schedule at the newly opened
Mashadi Synagogue for the past few
weeks. The beautiful hardwood gym has
been equipped with backboards and rims,
paddleball walls and regulation lines. The
ym's schedule has been filled with
programs for both men and women of all
ages that include basketball, volleyball,
indoor soccer, paddle ball, aerobics and
recreation activities (foosball, ping-pong,
board games etc.). To obtain a gym
schedule or to volunteer on coordimating
programs please contact Robert Bassaly af
rbassny(@aol.com or Bcehrouz Aziz  al

mwaincOaol.com.

MYC Farsi Classes

The New and Improved

MYCweb

e MYCC's web site,

www.MYCny.com, 1s currently under

renovation with a new layout and more

photos to be released in the upcoming
weeks.

Our thanks go out to Payam Hakimi

and Simon Nassimi who designed the

original web site.  For more mformation
on assisting i the web site's construction
plcase contact the new  web  masters
Raymond Hakiman al
ohnelson@aol.com,  Behrouz  Aziz al

mwaieOaol.com or Rammn Rahmanan
at sirrr’/8@aol.com.

MYC Israel Day Parade

Preparations are under way for this
year's Israel Day Parade up Manhattan's
Fifth Avenue in celebration of Israel's
50th Anniversary.  Once again, our
community's teenagers will be asked to
represent the Mashadi community. For
more information on helping out with the
arade preparations, please contact Dina
Kamali and Ronnie Zar.

The Community Service
and Resignation of
Mr. Manoucher Kashanian

In November of 1997, Mr.
Manoucher Kashanian, the Presiden
of Noam, the Board of the Mashadi
Community in Milan, resigned after
36 years of continuos service to the
community.

The Noam Board, which had
reluctantly accepted his resignation,
held a banquet i his honor on
February 8, 1998 at which many

important ewish and  Israeh
personalities were 1n attendance.

At this reception, a silver plate
was presented to Mr. Kashanian on
behalf of the community by Mr.
Ismael Loloi, the oldest community
member 1n Milan.

By the Board’s decision, he was
appointed as the honorary President
of Noam for life.

There are many people who have
benefited from Mr. Kashaman’s
services either directly or indirectly.
All those who have had an
association with him, have been
impressed by his character, his
thoughtfulness, his skills and his
benevolence. His resignation leaves
an empty space which cannot easily
be replaced. All the Mashadi

ommunities of the world hope that
Mr. Kashanian continue his formal
and informal involvement in different
organizations, and wish him health,
success and happiness.

e
T
e e

r. Manoucher Kashanian at the banquet in

Tragic DWI Accident Kills
Mashadi Woman

In a most unfortunate drunk driving
accident on Sunday evening, February
22, 1998, one of our cherished
community members, Rachel Malieh
Moheban, 64, was struck and killed
by a car while crossing Shore Road 1n
Port Washington. She was rushing to
meet her husband for dinner when she
was hit by a drunk driver. A number
of people in the area called the police
immediately after Mrs. Moheban was
struck, and one person performed
CPR on her. But all to no avail.
Throughout her life, Mrs. Moheban
had been active in many community
organizations, American as well as
Mashadi. Most recently, she arranged
a used clothing exchange to benefit
the American Cancer Society for
which she worked for over twenty
years.

Mrs. Moheban was also active 1n the
Great Neck Sisterhood for over 17
years, during which time she attended
meetings in support of Israel, the
future of Great Neck Synagogue and
the Hebrew Academy.

Mrs. Moheban was also very fond of

her association with the Senior
Citizens of Great Neck, where she

honor

spent time with the elderly preparing
food and games and supporting
everyone she had met there
Recently, she initiated a program (o
integrate the Mashadi elderly at the
Senior Citizens of Great Neck koshe:
cafeteria. She was proud of this job
and, 1n return, she was much
appreciated and loved by the people
there. Mrs. Moheban later joined the
Mashadi Sisterhood because she
believed in helping the community
steer into a happy and stable future.
On a more personal note, Mrs.
Moheban loved to play bowling. She
was a member of the Sisterhood
Bowling League of Port Washington
and Great Neck where she was
respected both for her spirited gamc
and her competitive style.

Since Mrs. Moheban passed away.
her children have met a number of het
friends and relatives who loved her as
a friend and a confidante. liveryone
agreed that she had a big hcart, lilled
with genuine kindness.

The mgillah statt extends 1ty moul

J
4

sincere condolences to the late Rachel
Malieh Moheba'n"'s I’lllh‘lnllltl, cChirldren

and grandchildren and (o her extended
family. dy she  alwiays b
remembered as the dedicated, canmy
and active p(_‘l‘xnn:lhlv that she wias
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Lecture at the
Senior Citizens Club

On Tuesday, January 13, Dr. Elinor
Stockheim of the Hospital for Joint
Diseases spoke on proper nutrition
and prevention of digestive problems
among the elderly at the Mashad:
Senior Citizens Club in Kew Gardens.
Close to sixty ladies of all ages
attended this interesting and very
informative seminar. Her speech was
accompanied by Farsi translation. Bi-
lingual handouts were given to all
participants. A period of question and
answers concluded the seminar.

The Senior Citizens Club
would like to thank Dr. Stockheim
and all the ladies whose help and
participation made this seminar a
huge success.

Mazal Tov

Collected by: Elena Hajibai

BIRTHNS:
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Karen & Eden twin daughters ol Sharona & Sirus

Kashimallak

David Yona son ol Kathrine & Isaac Kashinejad
Daniella Sara daughter of Orly & Farzad Hematian
Ashly daughter of Gilda & Farhad Bassal

Yacl daughter of Shoshana & Willhham Hakimian

Rachel Deborah daughter of Esther & Hertzel Soleimani

Nicole daughter of Soheila & Hertzel Cohanpour

Meshi daughter of Nira (Hooshmand) & Eitan Mizrahi
Brittney Lauren daughter of Caroline & Igal Namdar

Valentina daughter of Haleh & Miki Ghalandar
l've daughter of Harriet & Shahram Bassalel

Nicole daughter of Dalia & Jeffrey Mardkha
Maximo son of Janet (Moheban) & Avery Lipman

Ariel & Emanuel twin sons of Sitmona & Afshin

Shaddaie

Reuven Emanuel son of Ronit & Edwin Levian
Jacob son of Monica & Mehran Hakim

Jonathan son of Ellena & Michael Khojahiny
Yedidia Michael son of Estherica & Yossi Nassimi

Julian son of Miriam & Sami Hajibay

Yonatan son of Rosita & Bahman Jorabchi

Darren son of Sandy & Babak Zar

Yarden Benjamin son of Sara & Babak Nabavian
Marc son of Simone & Toraj Hakimian

BAR-MITZVAH:
Elliott son of Gina and Gabriel Aharonoft

ENGAGEMENTS:

Taraneh Kerendian & Dr. Kambiz Erfanian
Lily Karmely & Hersel Namdar

Hedi Nematzadeh & Tedy Kashi

Mira Ramazan (Behnam) & Michael Hazan
Monique Chafiian & Niki Kamaly

Sarit Arfa Cohen & Yona Dilamani

Dafna Hakimian & Behzad Asher

WEDDINGS:
Rachel (Naz) & Shlomo Nouriely
Dafne & Edward Kordvany
Tova & Joshua Epstein
Rena & Arron Elian

Shiva & Martin Hakimian
Kathrin & Benny Namdar
Avital & Jacob Rahmanan
Daniella & Roy Gemal
Sepideh & Alfred Roubeni
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Grand Opening Ceremony of the Community's New Synagogue

Reported by: Behnaz Dilmanian
(Translated from the Farsi Original)

The community's new synagogue was inaugurated on
Sunday, March 8, 1998. More than a thousand members
of the community attended the Grand Opening Ceremony.

At the begmning, the "Mi1 She Berach," was recited by
Rabbi Ben Haim and Mr. Mot1i Kohanim, and then Mr.
Edward Nassimi, the Central Board President welcomed

the guests on behalf of the Central Board, and the Board of

Directors of Mashadi Jewish Community of Great Neck.
He reported on the financial aspects of the synagoguc
project as follows: "It has been eleven years since the firs|
parcels of land were acquired for this complex by twenty
one of the benevolent members of our community. [ater,
the balance of the land purchase price plus attorney and
architects' fees were collected from the Yom Kippu
pledges at tents, or from pledges made at Colbeh minyan
$600,000 was paid by Shaare Tove in two stages, and
another $700,000 was raised by the Central Board through
pledges made at Marriott Hotel minyans, Gireat Neck
Synagogue Gym, and the tent at this synagopuc's parkimy
lot last Yom Kippur. The majority of butddimyg expenses
were covered by a special account set up by the Central
Board as the "Buildig Fund," mcladimge about $6,000 000
pledged by the community members, of - which $500,000

was collected carhier by "Mashady Jewaish™ at the time when
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Mr. Nissim Bassalian at the Grand Opening
C"eremony of the New Synagogue

\Iv. Steven Tell, the NMavor of Village of Cireat Neck

the Tand was purchased. We still need financial assistance
Lo pay o the remamimyg contracts for this pr()_jccl.”

At the end, while thanking the founders of this complex
and those mvolved i this project, and those who helped n
fund-raising, Mr. Nassimi expressed his wishes that the
synagogue complex would be of service to all our future
generations.

Then, Mr. Behrouz Hakimian, the Central Board's vice-
president and the community's supervising engineer for the
building project, opened his speech by quoting Rabb
Tokayer of the Cherry Lane Minyan: "We remember thc
past by building for the future." Mr. Hakimian added: "By
building prominent structures, not only do we provide our
present Mashadi Community with much needed facilitics.
but such structures with life spans beyond that of ours and
our children and grand-children will serve as monuments
for future generations to relate to thewr past." M
Hakimian continued to explain that building promincnt
structures 1s highly recommended by sociologist advisor:
as one of the few means of survival and longevity for the
community. He explained that this facility 1s not only
hall to pray m, but a multi-purpose complex that will
utilized to reach the goal of advancement of spirituil
social, educational, cultural, entertammment and physical
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activities for all members of the community. Mr.
Hakimian expressed his hopes that the development of 130
Steamboat Road in the near future will further help achieve
this goal. He added that with 28,000 square feet, this
complex contains a large synagogue, a small synagogue, a
social hall, a library, six multi-purpose spaces to be used as
classrooms, seminar rooms, conference rooms, and a 70-
person-capacity hall to be used as a youth minyan, plus a
40x80 ft. gymnasium with a 22-foot-high ceiling. Mr.
Hakimian described the building as a "smart" building,
with a sophisticated P.A. system, computer jacks in every
room, fifteen cameras to monitor all areas from two
different stations, and a state-of-the-art fire alarm and
intrusion alarm system directly connected to Fire and
Police Departments, even though the structure 1s fully fire-
proof. Mr. Hakimian reminded the community members
that the Synagogue Board will not be able to accept
donation of various items or objects by people prior to
approval of qualified designers and architects such as Tom
Fitzsimmons and Susan DeMota. He recommended that
interested members should contact the Board, and try to
select from a large list of items yet to be installed,
earmarked for various parts of the complex. To emphasize
this issue, he reminded the members that this development
has cost the community close to ten million Dollars, or
about $220 per square foot. Special attention 1s given to
the architectural interior design and dedication of all
spaces. Services of prominent and nationally knows

artists, craftsmen and architects, such as Dakota Jackson,
Harold Robinowitz, Jonathan Mondell and others have
been utilized to complete a "specialty" and significant
structure such as this, with large, columnless spaces,
cathedral ceilings and immaculate finish work, which
deserves strict and special attention to preserve its quality.
Mr. Hakimian added that the present main doors are

temporary, and artists are now working on the permancni
ones. Stained-glass windows, the Bima (Aron) of the mam
synagogue, and Bima (Aron) and the Ark (Heichal) ol the
small synagogue will gradually be completed. M
Hakimian ended his speech by congratulating the
community and hoping that the complex will be used m
happiness and joy.

Next, Mr. Behrouz Dilmanian proceeded to honor the
founders of the synagogue. He began by rclermmy (o
legendary heroes of past nations such as Alexander the
Great, Achilles and Siegfried, ancient legends, who despite
being heroes, were not perfect and therclore did nol
achieve eternal life. Mr. Dilmanian pomted out that the
key to eternal life is with us, because 1t 15 our leaders who
by expending their money, time and cnergy will forevel
live 1n the history books of the future pencrations ol oul
people.
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Then Messrs. Aghajan Nassimi, Mehdi Hariri, Mousa

(Nasser) Etessami, Ebrahim Haghighat and Khosrow

Hakimian Mortezazadeh were invited to the Bima (Aron)

while community members gave them a rousing standing

ovation as a sign of their appreciation to the founders o

this complex. Rabbi Ben Haim then recited the “Mi She
S

Berach” for the health and well-being of this group.

At this point, Mr. Mehdi Hariri, as a representative of the
founders of this project, began his speech by saying:

should let you ladies and gentlemen know that the real
builder of this complex i1s Hashem our G-d, as well as the
tireless etforts of the members of this community. Hashem
usually selects a person or persons to accomplish His will;
and fortunately we were blessed with this responsibility.
In every person’s life there are unforgettable days and
events. For me there have been two unforgettable days

first, my only daughter’s wedding, and sccond, the
inauguration of this complex. It has been eleven years
since the formation of the Colbeh manvan, and the Yom
Kippur minyans by the Mashadr Jewish  Community
Durmng this time, this group decided on buillding a

synagoguce in Great Neck. Alter purchasing several parcels
ol land and persisting through a seven-year effort to obtain
the building permut, finally four years ago the ground was
broken for this project, and fortunately we now see the
results of these efforts. The intention of the founders of
this complex has been to build a place to be used by all the
people of our community, especially our youth, and,
naturally, by all members of this community as equals.
There 1s no difference even between members of the
Shaare Tova, Colbeh or Shira Chadasha minyans, and
every community member can has equal rights to pray in
this synagogue.”

At this pomt, Mr. Harinn praised the efforts and
cooperation of the members of the Mashadi Jewish
Community of Great Neck and wished them well. He
added that even though excellent engineers and decorators
have worked on this project, and superb material has
yeautifully been used in decorating 1t, this place can only
be holy and spiritual when 1t brings people closer together.
arble or luxury alone are not enough to bring holiness to
this structure. People who have given to this projec
whether $1,000 or $100,000 — have all participated in this
charitable act according to their ability and are all honored
equally 1in the eyes of the founders of this complex.
Concluding his address, Mr. Harir1 expressed his hope that
we shall soon witness the opening of a school for our
children according to Sephardic traditions, with the aim of
promoting the love of Israel, Zionist ideals, and respect for
parents.

The next speaker was Mr. Nissim Bassalian, who received
an exceptionally warm welcome from the audience, and
spoke about unity in the community. He began by saying:
“In our religion, haughtiness and self pride is a big sin, but
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Mpr. Mishel Dilamani at the Grand
Opening Ceremony of the New Synagogue

when I see my dear community together in a magnificent
way such as today, I feel proud and honored. Today, it 1s
not the lifeless stones that we enjoy looking at, but all ot
you dear brothers and sisters who together create this
glorious picture. Synagogue is a school to teach love ot G-
d, unity, humbleness and getting to know and understand
oneself. Synagoguc 1s a placc to tcach Judaism and Jewish
identity to future generations, to bring our hearts closer to
each other, to love others and not be conceited, to teach our
children love and respect of parents and elders, and to
respect others and their ideas.” Mr. Bassalian added: “We
can continue to achieve unity and honor only through
mutual respect and belief in the principles of Torah and
religious laws. Knowing our dear community, I believe

that we will surely be successful.”

.-.'\-. ..
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r. Bahram Kamali at the Grand
Opening Ceremony of the New Synagogue

At this point, Mr. Bahram Kamali began to read a phrasc
from Parashat Terumah that says: ““T'hey shall make me a
sanctuary so that I may dwell among them.” He praycd that
this place will be filled with spirituality, and that Divine
Light will shine upon i1it. Mr. Kamali continucd by
thanking Hashem our G-d, the community members, (he
founders of this project and of Shaare lTova who
established a firm base for our community and stated the
aims of the Central Board. He said: “Our amm 15 (o
establish a place where all can pray together, lcarn topcthes
and respect each other’s views. Our aim 15 lo analyzc
various social 1ssues such as the problem ol partics, ways
to encourage our youth to continuc thceir cducation, (o
organize cultural and social activitics, plus (o obtim the
legal permits for the building at 130 Stcamboat Road, to be
used as a cultural center for our community.” Mr. Kamal
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then added: “We will try to utilize this complex and with
G-d’s help and your support we h()pL‘ to tully perform oun
duties. But one thing 1s clear to us; we cannot expect

others to solve our problems for us. Wece must all hold
hands to advance this community.”
At the end, Mr. Kamali expressed his hopes that by

cherishing this holy place, Divine presence  may b
amongst us and watch over our community

The master of ceremonics for this program was M. Mishel
Dilamani. who did an excellent job with Ias
remarks.

amusiny

Mr. Steven ‘Tell, the Mayor of Great Neck, and Mr. Lloyd
Goldfarb, Commissioner of the Department of Buildings,
were present at these ceremonies and offered their
congratulations on the inauguration of the complex.

At the end of the ceremonies, 16 Sifrei Torah and 21
mezuzot were auctioned, and those who made pledges
carried the Torahs from an adjacent building and placed
them in the Ark (Heichal), amongst joy and enthusiasm of
the audience and the playing of traditional music. Then the
mezuzot were affixed, and the program ended with the
Hatikvah national anthem.

It is delightful to note that the Grand Opening of this
complex coincided with the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
independence of the State of Israel, whose constructive
role in the social life of today’s world Jewry 1s undeniable.

Information About the Center...

e Total Land Area:
e Total Building Area:
e Parking Spaces:

115,000 sq. It
28,000 sq. 1
|8/ cars

e Main Sanctuary 525 seats
e Weekday Sanctuary | 14 seats
e Social Hall with tables: 282 scats

scating only: approx. 428 seats
e Main Sanctuary & Social Hall combined approx. 953 seats

o (‘lassrooms (with one tolding door closed) 0O

e [levators | hydraulic
e Crymnasium 40" x 90" (3600 sq. t.)
e Library - Muam [.evel 350 sq. ft.

e [LOobby/Atrium 2000 sq. ft.

steel framed/ fireproof; brick and cast concrete exterior;
partial slate roof
height 25° above street curbe

several units on roof; forced air system
Building drainage: connected to site drainage system

e lype of Construction

e Building Size
e Air Cooling/Heating
e Dramnage

Parking drainage: 38 wells interconnected within the site;

equipped to store 8” of rainfall
Approximately $ 10,000,000.

e Total Cost of the Project:
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lsrr)(‘ l () l &; I ( )« )&{ Cultural and artistic activity flourished, blending Middle Eastern, North African and Western clements o Jev
av LA vILTS arriving from all parts of the world brought with them the unique traditions of their own communities as well as anpecs

{ | of the culture prevailing in the countries where they had lived for generations. Sinai Camoaiai
Half a Century Ol l l l ( l ( y l )( s l ] ( 1(} nce When Israel celebrated its 10th anniversary, the population numbered over two 1956
million.

1948 Independence Regained

. . | _ 1956 The Sinai Campaign
—— On May 14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion declared the establishment of the State of However, the years of state-building were overshadowed by serious security

ll.zrauilara C;i?élslgo‘;‘oghe ?Iiloli?i::flog p_laan ]j)elbl:':;ln/ m:(‘;"ﬁ;:‘;:(l"':I'W:Eiill(l“‘if later, the problems. The 1949 armistice agreements hac:':l not only failed to pave the way to
st SYPL b S | -~ € coumry, ermanent peace, but were also constantly violated. In contradiction to the UN .
forcing Israel to defend the sov?relgnty it had regained in 1ts ancestral homeland. Seourity Council seme o ool Septeniber 1, 1951, Tsrseli and lamel-bound ibipsing
253;;; tizi:: ]l;z?eﬁeasi:};?:sl i]]\;];; i_f Iunl(;zgendencc, the fiewly formed, podity was prevented from passing through the Suez Canal; the blockade of the Straits of
the invaders in fierce intermittent £ ;hti ng Tiran was tightened; incursions into Israel of terrqrist Sqqads from neighboring A_rab
which lasted some 15 months and claimed Ove; countries for murder and sabotage ‘occurred with Increasing frequency and the Sinai
6,000 Israeli lives (nearly one percent of the peninsula was gradually conv§ﬂed into a huge Egyptian military base. |
c;untry's Jewish population at the time) Upon the s1gn1ng‘0f a tripartate military alhanpe by Egypt? Syng and Jordan
During the first few months of 19 4§  r— (October 1956), the imminent threat to Israel's existence was mtenmﬁed.. In 'the_,
negotiations were conducted under UN a;s o course of an eight-day campaign, the IDF captured the Gaza Strip and thei entire S_mal
between Israel and each of the inv:fdin peninsula, halting 10 miles (16 km.) east of the Suez Canal. A United Nations
countries (except Iraq which has refused tE decision to station a UN Emergency Force (UNEF) along the Egypt-Israel border and
negotiate with Israel to date), resulting in Egyptian assurances of free navigation in the Gulf of Eilat led Israel to agree to
’ withdraw in stages (November 1956 - March 1957) from the areas taken a few weeks
earlier. Consequently, the Straits of Tiran were opened, enabling the development of

_ - armistice agreements which reflected e
... gituation a e end of ¢ Tighting. | | | | . |

- SIS trade with Asian and East African countries as well as o1l imports from the Persian

Gulf.

s
A P

o

:
:
ke
e s

e

Accordingly, the coastal plain, Galilee and the
entire Negev were within Israel's sovereignty, Judea and Samaria (the West Bank)
came under Jordanian rule, the Gaza Strip came under Egyptian administration, and
the city of Jerusalem was divided, with Jordan controlling the eastern part, including
the Old City, and Israel the western sector.

1958 - 68 Years of Consolidation

During Israel's second decade, exports doubled and the GNP increased some 10%
annually. While some previously imported items such as paper, tires, radios and refrigerators were now being
1949 - 1958 Beginning to Build a State manufactured locally, the most rapid growth took place in the newly-established branches. of metals, m‘achingry.,
chemicals and electronics. Since the domestic market for home-grown food was fast approaching the saturation point,
the agricultural sector began to grow a larger variety of crops for the food processing industry as well as fresh producc
for export. A second deep-water port was built on the Mediterranean coast at Ashdod, in addition to the existing onc al

The war over, Isracl focused its efforts on building the state which it had struggled so long and so hard to regain. The
fest T20-scat Knesset (parhament) went ito session following national elections (January 25, 1949) in which nearly

85% ol all chgible voters cast ther ballots. Two of the people who had led Israel to statehood became the country's . .

caders: David Ben-Guaron, head of the Jewish Agency, was chosen as the first prime minister, and Chaim Weizmann, aifa, to handle the increased volume of trade. . — . |

wcad ol the World Zionist Orgamization, was ¢lected by the Knesset as the first president. On May 11, 1949, Israel took In Jerusalem, a permanent home for the Knesset was built, and facilities for t}_le Hédassah Medical Center and H(‘:l‘—)lcw

s seat as the S9th member of the United Nations. U_nlversﬂy WETE COIlSthU(-)th 01’1_ El_llL‘.‘Imllt‘
Inaccordance with the concept ol the “imgathering of the exiles” (also known as the “Law of Return”) which is a sites to replace the original buildings on

Mount Scopus, which had to be abandoned
after the War of Independence. At the
same time, the Israel Museum was

. established with the aim of collecting,
conserving, studying and exhibiting the
cultural and artistic treasures of the Jewish
people.

[srael's foreign relations cxpanded
steadily, as close ties were developed with
the United States, British Commonwacalth
countries, most western Luropcan states

loundimg primciple ol the State of Israel, the gates of the country were thrown open, affirming the right of every Jew to
come o the country and, upon entry, to acquire citizenship. In the first four months of independence, some 50,000
newceomers, maimly Holocaust survivors, reached Israel's shores. By the end of 1951, a total of 687,000 men, women
and children had armived, over 300,000 of them refugees from Arab lands, thus doubling the Jewish population.

T'he economice strain caused by the War of Independence and the need to provide for a rapidly growing population
required austerity at home and financial aid from abroad. Assistance extended by the United States government, loans
[rom American banks, contributions of Diaspora Jews and postwar German reparations were all used to build housing,
mechanize agriculture, set up a merchant tleet and a national airline, exploit available minerals, develop industries and
cxpand roads, telecommunications and electricity networks.

Towards the end of the country's first decade, the output of industry doubled, as did the number of employed persons,
with industrial exports increasing fourfold. The vast expansion of agriculture had brought about self-sufficiency in the

supply of all basic food products except meat and grains, and the area under cultivation increased dramatically. Some Afier 1 yonswot C?“Stmﬁﬁon’ t;:e Ndatm“al “;atlfr — beca?e Dpe.m“:;e n lh964’ ne(alrll}; fa_ll " gountrws “;\ | ”IIHI 'J\II S
50,000 acres (20,000 hectares) of mostly barren land were afforested, and trees were planted along almost 500 miles (800 i b d i nl?r; a? — ]: e}f Ogmry tE]t N . RO SN Sty W TNRN8 R
km.) of highway In support of the effort to “make the desert bloom. ™ programs of international coopcration werg
The educational system, which had been developed by the Jewish community in the pre-state period and now included . h . 2 3 d h : ﬁmtlgtfs ’ ‘askhundrlcdh ‘,ﬂ llmil?il I, Pl,l \'}.‘lfk l:.l TI‘ |
the Arab sector, was greatly expanded. School attendance became free and compulsory for all children aged 5-14 (since CREMDELY, TEahos, DA e e el o i e B e
people in other developing countries. In 1965 ambassadors were exchanged with the Federal Republic of Germany, a

978, 1t has been mandatory to age 16 and free to age 18).

Number 60, Nisan - Iyar 5758, April 1998 Meglﬂa h MteHa h Number 60, Nisan - Iyar 5758, April 1998




move which had been delayed until then because of the Jewish people's bitter memories of the crimes committed against
them during the Nazi regime. Vehement opposition and public debate preceded normalization of relations between the

two countries.

Ceaselire Lines After
Six-Day War 1967

1967 The Six Day War

Hopes for another decade of relative tranquillity were dashed with the escalation
of Arab terrorist raids across the Egyptian and Jordanian borders, persistent Syrian
artillery bombardment of agricultural settlements in northern Galilee and massive
military build-ups by the neighboring Arab states. When Egypt again moved large
numbers of troops into the Sinai desert (May 1967), ordered the UN peacekeeping
forces (deployed since 1957) out of the area, re-imposed the blockade of the Straits
of Tiran and entered into a military alliance with Jordan, Israel found itself faced by
hostile Arab armies on all fronts. As Egypt had violated the arrangements agreed
upon following the 1956 Sinai Campaign, Israel invoked its inherent right of self-
defense, launching a preemptive strike against Egypt in the South (June 5, 1967),
followed by a counterattack against Jordan in the east and the routing of Syrian
orces entrenched on the Golan Heights in the north.

At the end of six days of fighting, previous cease-fire lines were replaced by new
ones, with Judea, Samaria, Gaza, the Sinai peninsula and the Golan Heights under
Isracl's control.  As a result, the northern villages were freed from 19 years of
recurrent Syrian shelling; the passage of Israeli and Israel-bound shipping through
the Straits ol Trran was ensured; and Jerusalem, which had been divided under
Israch and Jordanian rule since 1949, was reunified under Israel's authority.

1967 <1973 From War to War

The war over, Israel's diplomatic challenge was to translate its military gains into
a permanent peace based on UN Security Council Resolution 242, which called for
"acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial itegrity and political independence
of every state in the area and their right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts
of force." However, the Arab position, as formulated at the Khartoum Summit Conference (August 1967) called for "no
peace with Israel, no negotiations with Israel and no recognition of Israel. In September 1968, Egypt initiated a 'war of
attrition,” with sporadic, static actions along the banks of the Suez Canal, which e¢scalated into full-scale. localized
fighting, causing heavy casualties on both sides. Hostilities ended in 1970 when Egypt and Israel accepted a renewed
cease-fire along the Suez Canal.

1973 The Yom Kippur War

Three years of relative calm along the borders were shattered on Yom Kippur when Egypt and Syria launched a
coordinated surprise assault against Israel (October 6, 1973), with the Egyptian army crossing the Suez Canal and Syrian
troops penetrating the Golan Heights. During the next three weeks, the Israel Defense Forces turned the tide of battle and
repulsed the attackers, crossing the Suez Canal into Egypt and advancing to within 20 miles of the Syrian capital,
Damascus. ‘Two years of difficult negotiations between Israel and Egypt and between Israel and Syria resulted in
disengagement agreements, according to which Israel withdrew from parts of the territories captured during the War.

1974 - 1981 From War to Pcace

While the 1973 war cost Israel a year's GNP, by the second half of 1974 the economy had recovered. Foreign
investments grew considerably and, with Israel becoming an associate member of the European Common Market (1975).
new potential outlets opened up for Israeli goods. Tourism began to increase and the annual number of visitors passed
the one million mark.

The 1977 Knesset elections brought the Likud bloc, a coalition of liberal and centrist parties, to power, ending almost
30 years of Labor party dominance. Upon taking office, the new prime minister, Menachem Begin, reiterated the

commitment of all previous prime ministers to strive for permanent peace in the region and called upon the Arab leaders
to come to the negotiating table.
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The cycle of constant Arab rejections of Israel's appeals for peace wan bhroken
with the visit of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat to Jerusalem (November 1977)
followed by negotiations between Egypt and Israel under American auspices 1
resulting Camp David Accords (September 1978) contained a framcework lor o
comprehensive peace in the Middle East, including a detailed proposal for sl
government for the Palestinians. On March 26, 1979, Israel and Egypt sipned o
peace treaty in Washington, DC, bringing the 30-year state of war between them
to an end.

In accordance with the terms of the Israel-Egypt Peace 'Ireaty, Ilsracl
completed its withdrawal from the Sinai peninsula (April 1982), exchangimy
former ceasefire lines and armistice agreements for mutually recognized

international boundaries.
ome of the African states which had severed ties with Israel as a result of

Arab pressure during the 1973 oil crisis, restored contacts i the 1980s, giving
renewed momentum to economic relations, as well as reestablishing formal
diplomatic ties.
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1982 peration
Peace for Galilee

The international boundary line with Lebanon has never
been challenged by either side. However, when the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) redeployed itself in southern
Lebanon after being expelled from Jordan (1970) an
perpetrated repeated terrorist actions against the towns an
villages of northern Israel (Galilee), which caused man
casualties and much damage, the Israel Defense Forces crosse
the border into Lebanon (1982). Operation Peace for Galilee
resulted in removing the bulk of the PLO's organizational and
military infrastructure from the area. Since then, Israel has
maintained a small security zone in southern Lebanon adjacent
to its northern border to safeguard its population in Galilee
against continued attacks by hostile elements.

For many years the residents of Northern Israel lived
in shelters, escaping frequent bombardments

1982 - 1992 Domestic Challenges
During the 1980s and 1990s, Israel has absorbed over 700,000

new immigrants, mainly from the former Soviet Union, Lastcrn

Europe and Ethiopia. The influx of so many new consumers as wcll

as a large number of skilled and unskilled workers, coupled with

L e strident measures to control inflation, boosted the economy mto

' period of accelerated expansion, attaining one of the highest GDP
owth rates among Western countries.

The government which came into power after the 1984 Kncusel
elections was madc up of thc two major political blocs abho
(left/center) and Likud (right/center). It was replaced m 985 hy |
L L & Likud-led coalition, which at the end of its four-ycar tcrm wae
' followed in 1992 by a coalition of Labor and smaller lelt-ol contes
parties. During these years, each government workced toward: (h
achievement of peace, economic development and mmiprant
absorption according to its own political convictions
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Ethiopian Jews arrive in Israel, rescued during
the massive arlift known as “Operation Solomon™ in 1991
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1979 - 1998 Toward Peace in the Region

Since the signing of the Egypt-Israel Peace ‘Treaty (1979),
various 1nitiatives were put forth by Israel and others to further the
peace process in the Middle East. These efforts eventually led to
the convening of the Madrid Peace Conference (October 1991),
held under American and Soviet auspices, which brought together
representatives of Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and t(he
Palestimmans. The formal proceedings were followed by bilateral
negotiations between the parties and by multilateral talks
addressing regional concerns.

Bilateral Talks

Israel and the Palestinians: Following months ol intensive

behind-the-scenes contacts i Oslo between negotiators for Isracl

and the Palestine Liberation Organmization (PL.O), a Declaration ol

Principles (DOP) was formulated outhnmg  sell-povernment

arrangements for the Palestimans in the West Bank and Giaza Strp

[ts signing was preceded by an exchange ol letters (September 1993) between PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and Prime
Minmister Yitzhak Rabm, m which the PLO renounced the use ol terrorism, pledged to mvahdate those articles 1n 1ts
covenant which deny Isracl's right to exist and committed itself to a peaceful resolution of then decades-long conflict
between the Palestimans and the Jews over the Land. In response, Israel recognized the PLO as the representative of the

Palestinian people.

Signed by Israel and the PLO 1n Washington, DC 1n September 1993, the DOP contains a set of mutually agreed-
upon general principles regarding a five-year interim period of Palestinian self-rule, to be implemented in four stages.
The hirst step, setting up self-rule in the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, took place in May 1994. In August of the same
year, the second stage was mtroduced involving the transfer of powers and responsibilities to Palestinian representatives
in the West Bank through early empowerment in five specific spheres - education and culture, health, social welfare,
direct taxation and tourism. The Interim Israeli-Palestinian Agreement of September 1995, constituting the third stage,
broadened Palestinian self-government in the West Bank by means of an elected self-governing authority - the
Palestinian Council - to allow the Palestinians to conduct their own internal affairs.

T'he last stage - negotiations between the parties on final status arrangements - began in May 1996. These talks will
determine the nature of the permanent settlement, covering remaining issues including refugees, settlements, security
matters, borders, Jerusalem and other subjects of common interest.

On December 10, 1994, 1n recognition of their efforts to advance the cause of peace, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat were awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.

Israel and Jordan: Three years of talks between Jordan and Israel following the Madrid Conference culminated in a
declaration by King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (July 1994), which ended the 46-year state of war
between their two countries. The Jordan-Israel peace treaty was signed at the Arava border crossing (near Eilat in Israel
and Akaba 1n Jordan) on October 26, 1994, in the presence of American President Bill Clinton. Since then, Israel and
Jordan have been cooperating in many spheres for the benefit of both countries.

Israel and Syria: Under the framework of the Madrid formula, talks between Israch and Syrian delegations began in
Washington and are held from time to time at ambassadorial level, with the involvement of high-ranking American
officials. Two recent rounds of Syrian-Israeli peace talks (December 1995, January 1996), focused on security and other
key 1ssues. Highly detailed and comprehensive in scope, the talks identified important arcas of conceptual agreement
and convergence for future discussion and consideration.

Multilateral Talks

The multilateral talks were constituted as an integral part of the peace process, aimed at finding solutions for key
regional problems, while serving as a confidence building measure to promote development of normalized relations
among the Middle East nations. Following the Moscow Multilateral Middle IFast Conference (January 1992), with the
participation of 36 countries and international organizations, the delegations broke up into five working groups dealing
with specific areas of common regional concern - environment, arms control and regional security, refugees, water
resources and economic development - which meet from time to time in various venues in the region.
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1995 Peace Aborted?

The assassination of Prime Mimister Yitzhak Rabin on
November 4, 1995, by a Jewish extremist plunged the
country into deep mourning for the soldier-statesman who
had traveled from the battleground to lead the nation on the
road to peace. Building a relationship of relative trust with
Yassir Arafat, Rabin had become a focal point of the spirit
of peace that had developed between Israel and the
neighboring Arab nations.

Israel Towards the 21st Century

After the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin
(November 1995), the government - in accordance with its
right to appoint a minister (who must also be a member of
the Knesset) to serve as prime minister until the next elections - named Foreign Minister Shimon Peres as acting prime
minister, with all the privileges of office. The May 1996 elections brought to power a coalition government made up o
nationalist, religious and centrist elements, headed by Benjamin Netanyahu of the Likud.

With goals dedicated to the overall interests of the State of Israel, the challenges facing the government today arc,
among others, the continuation of the peace process; ensuring the country's security; broadening the scope ol 1ts
diplomatic ties throughout the world; enhancing the education system by instituting smaller classes and a longer school
day; promoting equal opportunity in education; placing increased emphasis on scientific and technological studics (o
assist Israeli industry; increasing economic competitiveness with less government intervention; reducing the balance-ol
payments deficit; maintaining a low rate of inflation; streamlining government bureaucracy; easing the tax burden:
finding solutions to housing problems; and intensifying infrastructure expansion. Steady immuigration into the country
and progress in the peace process should positively affect Israel's continued growth and development towards the coming

century.

The Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) estimates
Israel’s populations at the end of 1997 at 5.9 million,
80% of which (4.7 million) are Jews and approximately
20% (1.2 million) of which are Arabs and others. The
rate of population increase for 1997 was 2.5% (that 1s,
144,900 people), similar to the rate for 1996.

[srael’s rate of population increase is higher than the

elobal average of about 1.4%. (The rate for developed
countries is 0.3% and for developing countries 1s 1.7%.

The average rate of population increase for the Arab
countries bordering Israel is approximately 2.1 %.)

[srael’s Jewish population grew by 2% (91,000) in
1997. Approximately 60% should be attributed to
natural increase, that 1s births.

During this year, Israel’s 50" year of independence,
its population will reach 6 million. Upon declaration of
independence 50 years ago, the population was

873,000. Today Israel has a larger population than,
say, Denmark, Finland or Lithuania. But UN estimates
say that the combined population of the four Arab
countries bordering Israel is about 87 million.

The countries of the former Soviet Union are still
the largest source of immigration to Israel, even though
immigration has declined.  Approximately 66,500
people immigrate to Israel in 1997 (87% of them Irom
the former Soviet Union). This 1s a decline ol aboul
6% from 1996’s total figure of 70,600 immigrants.

Since the establishment of the state, morc than 2.6
million people have immigrated (o  Isracl
approximately 59% from Europe, 18% from Alrica,
15% from Asia and 8% from the Western countries,

New Zealand and Australia. The largest number ol

immigrants have arrived from the former Soviet Union,
Poland and Morocco.
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Israel, the Fifty Ycars (o Come

By: Manouchehr Omidvar

(Translated from the Farsi Original)

[t 1s the Fiftieth Anniversary of the State of Israel and
we stand at the threshold of the next fifty years. During
the monumental years that are now behind us, the Jewish
people accomplished the tremendous task of building a
country, forging a nation and defending both.

Those who visited
[srael in those early years
of Statehood may recall
that trees and greenery
were rare, land was
barren and a dreadful
sitlence ruled over the
parched landscape. I can
remember a desert called
Holon (“Ahol” i Hebrew
mcans sand) that 1s today
the site of one ol the
Maost beautiful and
populated cries 1
central  Isracel. | can
remember that the
beachside village ol Bat
Yam was, of all things, most famous for i1its mosquitoes. |1
can remember a deserted beach that was bought for close
to nothing by a man called Nathan. Today, 1t 1s called
Netanya and 1s one of the shining pearls of the
Mediterranean coast. I have seen with my own eyes how
saplings planted alongside the arid Tel Aviv-Ashkalon
road were 1rrigated with water from tanker trucks because
there was no plumbing.

[ cannot even begin to tell you about the tent cities and
shabby towns that were spread all over a tract of barren
land that was called Israel. Each of them today 1s a stable
community and flourishing town or city. What stories I
can tell about the defense of this land, of all those men and
women, young and old, who gave their lives for their

country. What storites I can tell about the War of

Independence fought with empty hands, with quasi tanks
constructed with plywood over old cars. What tales I have

of hunger, rationing and a nation feeding on beans and
potatoes.

And what proud stories I can tell of our country where
half a century ago buses were searched by an “economy

police” to prevent a single egg, a chicken or a bush of

bananas to be smuggled out of a kibbutz or a moshayv; our
country that 1s today feeding the hungry masses in Asia
and Africa. The same people who were only given a ration
of half an apple for Rosh HaShanah, today supply exotic
fruits to the wealthy tables of Europe and America.

Temporary Government Housing (1951)

But do not be  nustaken 1'hese  monumental
achievements did not come by magic or luck. Over every
single tomato plant, cvery flower bulb or apple tree,
Jewish men and women of valor have toiled. Every inch

of paved road was bult on the blood of courageous
defenders of this land.

The War of
Independence, the Battle of

the Suez Canal, the Six Day
War, the War of Attrition,
the Yom Kippur War, the
War of Lebanon, Operation
Grapes of Wrath and, worst
of all, the ongoing war
against  terrorism  have
spilled the blood of the
children of this ancient land
of the prophets over and over
again.  Any other nation
would have been brought to
its knees by now. But not
yesterday’s Jewish refugees
and never the Israelis of today.

Today Israel’s army 1s among the most advanced and
powerful in the world. Israel’s agriculture 1s renown.
[srael’s medicine i1s second to none and her technological
advances are in line with the most advanced nations of the
world. All these achievements in a mere half-century were
made by people who were working with one hand and
defending themselves with the other.

As the millennium approaches and our nation begins on
the second leg of its journey, the next fifty years, we have
to remind ourselves over and over again that we were

successful only because we were united as a people. If

people are united in their stance for freedom, they shall
gain 1t. If a nation 1s united 1n its efforts to advance its
economy, 1t shall succeed. The State of Israel 1s testimony
to the fact that the Jewish people stood by each other and

they achieved. Democracy, freedom of speech, freedom of

opinion, judicial and social equality. All of these ideals
were accomplished 1in the face of enemies who wanted to
drive the Jews to the sea, burn their cities and from the
other side of Nile planned to eat breakfast in Tel Aviv by
the next day.

This 1s the miracle of solidarity and unity, whether you
live in Jerusalem or Haifa; in a kibbutz or in a yeshiva; in
Paris, Milan, New York or Los Angeles or anywhere else
on this earth for that matter. Now that we stand at the
threshold of the next fifty years, solidarity is still of prime
importance.
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It was solidarity that helped lay the foundation of the
State of Israel and if we ever fail to join forces in the years
to come, all the advanced computers and ultra modern
fighter planes, all innovations and explorations combined,
will not be enough to sustain us as a nation.

An age-old Persian saying maintains that from the same
hiding place a snake can not bite an alert person more than
once. Never shall we forget that the First and the Second
Temples owed their destruction to internal animosity.
Twice already the poisonous snake of internal strife has
sunken 1its fangs into the flesh of Jewish national
independence. Twice already the venom of internal discord
has robbed the Jewish nation of its soul, 1ts wealth and
pride. Twice the wily snake of apathy has scattered us into
two thousand years of listless wandering. Now let us be
alert. Let us not squabble with our fellow Jews.

In a world where nations with a population of 30 or 40
million are considered small, 1s it sensible for us to wrap

ourselves in a cocoon and consider ourselves the center of

the universe? Is 1t right to keep out the world, mdecd
avold even other Jews whose lifestyles defer from ours”

Let us not forget that not long ago n Iran the Hahan
faith had become quite popular and many Jews abandoned
their religion to jOil’l the Bahaiis. Allh()llgh some deny il
Israel’s independence opened a new door for Jews; witly
Israel to look to, the torrent of conversion  wa
immediately aborted.

The creation of the State of Israel has been (he
culmination of every Jew’s age-long prayers and
yearnings. How many times during the past 2000 ycars
have we uttered, “Next year in Jerusalem”? The first lilty
years of the new State of Israel have been years ol cominy
together of refugees, of joining forces to build a nation and
defend it. It i1s only befitting that the next fifty ycars
should be years of peace, accord and brotherhood.

May our homeland continue to be a model of Jewish

ingenuity, cooperation and peaceful coexistence. Not only
in the name of the Jewish people, but maybe as a modc|
for the world.

A LLooKk at Israel’s Climate, Water, Flora and Fauna

Climate: The country’s temperate climate is characterized by much sunshine, with a rainy season from
November to April. Total annual precipitation ranges from about 20-50 inches (50-125 c¢cm.) mn the
north to less than an inch (2.5 cm.) in the far south. Regional climatic conditions vary considerably:
hot, humid summers and mild, wet winters in the coastal plain; dry, comfortably warm summers and
moderately cold winters, with rain and occasional light snow, in the hill regions; hot, dry summers and
pleasant winters in the Jordan Valley; and year-round, semi-arid conditions, with warm to hot days and

cool nights, in the south.

Water: Since water 1s scarce 1n the region, intense efforts
are made to maximize the use of what 1s available and to
seek new prospective resources. In the 1960s, the country's
fresh water sources were joined in an integrated national
erid, whose main artery, the National Water Carrier, brings
water from the north and center of the country to the semi-
arid south through a network of giant pipes, aqueducts, open
canals, reservoirs, tunnels, dams and pumping stations.
Ongoing projects for the utilization of new sources include
cloud seeding, recycling of sewage water and the
desalination of seawater.

Flora and Fauna: The nich variety of Israel’s plant and
animal life reflects its geographical location as well as its
varied topography and climate. Over 380 kinds of birds,
some 70 mammal and 80 reptile species, and nearly 3,000
plant types (150 of which are native to Israel) are found
within 1ts borders. About 150 nature reserves,
encompassing nearly 1,350 square miles (almost 3,500
sq.km.) have been established throughout the country, with
several hundred additional sites in the planning stage.
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Isracel’s Scceret wars

The Samson Opltion
By: Payam HaKimi

Samson, according to the Bible, had been captured by
the Philistines after a bloody fight and put on display with
his eyes torn out for public entertainment in Dagon’s
Temple in Gaza. He asked God to give him back his
strength for one last time. With that, he pushed apart the
Temple’s pillars, bringing down the roof and killing
himself and his enemies. For Israel’s nuclear advocates,
the Samson Option became another way of saying, “Never
Again!”

The scientific father of the Israeli bomb was a slight,
pale, chain smoking scientist named Emst David
Bergmann, a Rabbi’s son who was a refugee from Nazi
Germany. He was chairman of Israel’s Atomic Energy
Commission, set up mn 1952, and on those few occasions
when he appeared in public, an outspoken advocate of
nuclear research for peaceful purposes. By 1947,
Bergmann was telling friends that the large phosphate
fields in the Negev desert contained traces of natural
uranium. Within two years, a department of 1sotope
research was established at the Weizmann Institute and
young Israeli scientists were being sent abroad to study
the new field of nuclear energy and nuclear chemistry.

Six weeks prior to the Suez War against Egypt, Ben
Gurion decided i1t was time to formally seek French help
for the Israeli bomb. Shimon Peres and Ernst Bergmann
were sent to Paris to request assistance to build a reactor.
By early 1960, the Israeli secret reactor at Dimona was
taking shape, and many Israeli nuclear physicists and
technicians were summoned back from France, where they
had spent years in training at Saclay and Marcoule. The
top scientists were provided with double pay and
subsidized seven room apartments 1in Beersheba, space
unheard of in those years in Isracl. Those who stayed long
cnough eventually  were  given possession of the
apartments, worth at least $50,000, and permitted to sell
them at their leisure.  As the space and intensity of
construction grew, Beersheba 1nevitably became an
international city. ‘The French presence was palpable, as
upward of 2,500 French men, women and children made
their life in the Negev. There were special French schools
for the children, and the streets were full of French cars.

The first necessity was the acquisition of uranium ore -
lots of 1it. Mossad knew that there were hundred of tons of
ore sitting 1n a warchouse near Antwerp, Belgium,
available for purchase 1n Europe, but that option
theoretically did not exist. Even 1if such a sale could be
arranged, no one 1n Israel was willing to let the world
know that Dimona, ostensibly a twenty-four megawatt
reactor capable of consuming no more than twenty-four

tons of ore in a year,
was purchasing an
eight year supply of
uranium. Mossad’s
solution was to
approach one of its agents in West Germany in March
1968 and ask him to make the purchase of the Uranium for
$4 million, allegedly on behalf of an Italian chemical
company in Milan. The sale was approved and the
uranium was shipped out of Antwerp aboard a vessel
purchased by Mossad funds by another Isracli agent in
place in Turkey. Once at sea, the uranium ore was
transferred to an Israel freighter guarded by gunboats and
taken to Israel.

The huge underground laboratories at Dimona had their
precedent in the Jewish struggle after World War II against
the British mandatory power in Palestine. One of the
Haganah’s most imaginative operations nvolved what
seemed to be yet another farming kibbutz that was set up
in 1946 about fifteen miles outside of Tel Aviv, adjacent to
a large British military base. The function of the kibbutz
was not farming, but to provide cover for an elaborate and
secret underground plant that was turning out bullets for
the Sten submachine gun, the basic weapon of the
Haganah. Metal for the bullets had been shipped into
[srael disguised as hLipstick tubes, and 1t cleared British
customs without challenge. The men and women who
worked underground alternated that work with farming.
Those who completed a shift in the arms factory were
ordered to muddy their shoes and sit under sunlamps so
they could appear to the British and others as 1f they had
been 1nnocently tending crops or looking after the
kibbutz’s cow and sheep. Over the next two years, British
soldiers and officers were constant customers of the
kibbutz’s bakery and laundry, which cheerfully otfered
their services to the military. A few of the British soldiers
even made a point of coming to the kibbutz’s Shabbat
dinners. Today the underground bullet factory 1s known as
the Ayalon Museum, a popular attraction for Israeli
schoolchildren.

[.ocated a few hundred feet from the reactor, Dimona’s
chemical reprocessing plant looked, on the surface, very
much like an ordinary administration building. Once
inside, there was no hint of what had been dug out below
to a depth of eighty feet: a six level highly automated
chemical reprocessing plant. A bank of elevators on the
top floor was routinely bricked over before foreign
visitors, such as the American inspection teams permitted
to enter the building. Well-placed Israeli sources say that
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the physicists and technicians at Dimona conducted at
least one successful low yield nuclear test sometime in the
mid 1960’s at an underground cavern near the Israel
Egyptian border in the Negev desert. The test was said to
have shaken parts of the Sinai.

Israel was not ready when Egypt attacked across the
Sinai and Syria invaded the Golan Heights on Saturday,
October 6, 1973 - Yom Kippur. The first days were
stunning. Israeli soldiers were being killed as never
before; some units simply fled in disarray from battle.
Five hundred tanks and forty nine aircraft, were lost in the
first three days. In the Sinai, Egyptian forces, equipped
with missiles and electronic defenses, blasted through the
Bar-Lev defense line along the eastern bank of the canal
and soon had two large armies on the eastern bank. The
initial Israeli counterattacks by three tank divisions were
beaten off. On the Golan Heights, Syrian forces, bolstered
by fourteen hundred tanks, rolled through Israeli defenses

and moved to the edge of Galilee. Only o tew Taraceh tanks
stood between the Syrians and the heavily populated Thalli
Valley. Haifa was _]llHl hours awny. Many Faeache thoophi
it was all over. It was lsracl's darkest howr, bt no
withdrawal was ordered.

It was time for the Samson Option. Luracl called o
first nuclear alert and bcgnn arming s nuclenr arsennl
Special F-4 Phantom jClS with Israch pilots framed
nuclear attack were placed on alert and mlitary areas
Egypt and Syria were targeted. The CIA and Kol
informed the United States and Soviet Union ol Turac
intentions. The Soviet Union ordered Syria and Fpypl o
not proceed further into Israel and the United States wond
all of 1ts military cargo planes filled with needed arme 1o
re-supply Israel. The Samson Option had worked, (he
mere threat of nuclear attack had saved Isracl fron
destruction. Never Again!

Peace In Our Hearts
Peace in Our Homeland

When you hear about Israel, some people get a warm

feeling in their heart. Others hear just a name, or think of

a spot on the map that has been involved 1n too many wars.
Let’s try to think about Israel, a holy land with an
incomparable history, where so much blood and tears have
been shed and so many lives have been sacrificed.
Unfortunately today, Israel is going through a hard phase.
G-d always wants to save our country; but we have to want
it too. We, as a people, have overcome many enemies.
However, we must not become our own worst enemy.
[srael, having been through too much hardship, 1s a
very confused nation. Some people put all their hope in
G-d. Others don’t have that faith. As a result, they don’t
respect each other’s beliefs, and sometimes this brings out

the hatred towards each other.
We live in America, far from our Land. We can’t do

much from here; but if we think about the basic idea of

Judaism - “Love your Neighbor as yourself!” - we can help
more effectively.

We may still not be able to love everyone, but at least
we should try to accept each other. Everyone has the right
to act the way he believes without being afraid of being
judged. People think differently. That’s what makes us
special and our community more humane. Someone who
is different 1s not crazy, just brave.

We’re trying to make peace with the Arabs, but peace
has to exist among ourselves first. Nobody can harm a

unified nation.
% % %
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Michel Ayal Levi

I would like to end by dedicating a few words for the
ones that were and are in Israel, fighting for us.
Section and Deputy officer Michel Ayal Levi, a 22 ycai
old Mashadi soldier, healthy, handsome, kind, humorous,
and loved by everyone. A few weeks before he finished
the army, he was killed in Southern Lebanon. This
happened four and a half years ago. Michel grew up
Givat Mardechai and studied 1n the field ot Electronics
His parents and his friends are still crying for him and we
all miss him very much. He is one of the many who werce
sacrificed for a reason that should not be forgotten
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The Golan Heights

By: Afshin Bassali

To wvisit Israel without seeing the entire country from
South to North and East to West is surely a foregone
opportunity. While many tour and see the "popular"
destinations of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Tzfat, Eilat and Yam
HaMelach (the Dead Sea), many miss out on a region,
which 1s both beautiful and vital to Israel's security: the
Golan Heights. Not only is the Golan Heights splendidly
green with rolling hills,
waterfalls and all forms of plant
lite, 1t also 1s an area which has
played a significant role 1n
[srael's fifty years as a nation
and will do so into the future.

[ first encountered the Golan
on the MYC Israel Tour seven
summers ago. As our first few
days of touring began, we
visited the abundant and cold
waterfalls of the Jilaboon and

Banias. It seemed as though our

entire tour would be spent with

"ab bazi”". However, the truth
of the matter was that we were
actually having our water fights
In an area, which because of its
abundant water was a gateway
to Israel's over ground water
flow and underground aquifers.
In a country where water 1s
hard to come by, with desert in
the South and sparse rainfall
through 1ts remainder, the water
that flows through the Golan 1s
essential.

The Golan Heights are also
home to Yarden, one of Israel's
largest wineries and exporters
of wine. On a tour of the
winery one sees Israel state of
the art technology at work with
full automation of the centuries
old winemaking process. ‘The
fertile soil in the Golan Heights along with the abundant
rainfall result in grapes that are most suitable for
winemaking. Wine-tasting at the vineyards surely attested
to the truth in this claim.

This region that derives its name from its perched
location 1n Israel's northeastern border with Syria was
overtaken by Israeli Forces from Syria in the Six Day War
of 1967. Prior to this great military {feat, Israeli
settlements 1n northern Israel were under constant attack

.......

from shells and rockets rained down upon them by Syria
from 1its location on top of the Golan. All the settlers could
do was to take positions in bomb shelters as alert sirens
wailed much like the sounds heard during SCUD attacks
during the Gulf War. Once the wailing ended, it was time
to come out and survey the damage done on your
neighborhood.

But the difference between these two
attacks was their duration; while
the SCUD attacks went on for a
few months, the Syrian shelling
was a matter of day-to-day life
for 19 years (1948-1967.)

Much has changed since
Israel took control ot the Golan

mind has been restored with the
knowledge that Syria must first

scale the Heights in order to
entertain  any
4 . driving Israel into the Sea." At
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G, A the same time the Syrians now
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ety -~ - is only a short drive away for the
[sraeli forces, with no geographic
obstacles to hinder a military
campaign. While traveling
through the Golan we saw
remnants of pre-1967 Syran
bunkers littering the Golan's
landscape, as well as signs
warning hikers of old mine fields
laid down by the Syrians in years
preceding the Six Day War.
However, they have been mostly
de-activated and the signs are
strictly cautionary.

Without any formal or
informal peace agreement with
Syria during the course of the
past fifty years, Israel has seen a
complete turn around 1n its
security and control over 1ts most
sacred natural resource - water. While the country's
survival was i doubt prior to the Six Day War because of
the Syrian threat, it 1s now at an advantage and has
prospered from the Golan through tourism and industry.
So the next time you are 1n Israel don't miss out on touring
through the Golan Heights to soak up the region’s

importance to Israel's survival and the reason behind the
slogan, "HaAm Em HaGolan."

Heights. The country's peace of

thoughts  of

A Highlight in Our Homeland
By: Eileen Hakimi

Israel is a land of ancient history with sites considered
sacred by three of the world’s major religions: Judaism, Islam
and Christianity. While political turmoil bubbles on the
surface, the country has a wealth of attractions for tourists,
from the shrines of Jerusalem to the waterfalls and natural
beauty of Ein Gedi. My eyes lit up at those shrines of
Jerusalem and they have left a permanent spark in my mind.
One particular site had the greatest impact, a site that took my
understanding of our homeland one step further; a site which
taught me to see my religion in a whole new way. This was a
site that made me understand the term “deep” as 1t exploded
all my senses; the site of so many Jews, the voices of so many
prayers, the taste of G-d's presence, the smell of the holy
atmosphere and the feel of silence. All my senses were used
to experience this unimaginable place. The Western Wall of
Jerusalem, also known as the Kotel, is the center of the Jewish
homeland. Great beauty remains in this portion of the Temple
that was not destroyed. Today we cherish the remnants with
all our hearts.

G-d is around us and within us no matter where we are,
and we can open a siddur and pray to Him, knowing that He
is listening. But many of us feel a different way when we
open up that same siddur by the Kotel. Even though G-d 1s
close to us wherever we are, we feel His presence even more
at the Kotel. We think that His presence is stronger there.
When I was at the Kotel, 1 felt that way. I had chills running
up and down my body. From time to time, I would burst into
silent tears because of mixed feelings of happiness and fear.

During our stay in Jerusalem on the Israel tour, we had
two choices. My first choice was to get an extra hour of sleep
in the moming, since I was getting a maximum of about two
hours of sleep at night; my second choice was to wake up at
sunrise, exhausted as I was, to go to the Kofel. I obviously
chose to go to the Kotel. As a girl who hates getting out of
bed in the momings, except when going on vacation, these
were the only few mornings that I looked forward to rising at
dawn. At midnight, some of us would sneak out because the
beauty was even greater at that hour. I realized that this 1s
one of the greatest privileges of a Jew, and I was not going to
miss out. Deep down, however, | was very scared. How
could 1 be so calm, sneaking out without any guards to an
area that's completely surrounded by Arabs? How 1s 1t that so
many Jews who go there so often are fearless? That’s when I
realized that there is too much protection from above for any
danger to occur.

When 1 think of the Ko<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>