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Homayoun Sasson, M.D.

Cosmetic and Reconstructive Plastic Surgery

P S K L R {CA WV TE Rt g P o 1= =
Yale o1y «SCowdy 21y o 51 Jauasd! &0
UCLA olCG15 1 Olo yw 21y 41y 4o yuaxd 999 (5140
Pittsburgh oBCE51S §1  oaKwg 450 g Cawd 21y il o s 999 (51,410

L yadU5™ 4o Cedars-Smar Medical Center

"« Facial Cosmetic ourgery
(Nose, Brow, Eyelid, Chin, Ear, Lip) |

e Liposuction/Body Contlo'u'ring,
Abdominoplasty
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e Breast Iinéd'uctioh, Enlargement,
Lift & Reconstruction

e Skin Rejuvenation,
Laser Resurfacing, Fat Injection

e Nasal Surgery
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» Hand and Microsurgery
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e Birth Defects

e SKin Tumors

s Splder Velns Torn Earlobes

o Hair Transplants
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By: Bernard Kaplan
North High Principal

(This guest editorial, written by Great Neck North High
Principal Bernard Kaplan, was Mr. Kaplan's address to
parents at this year's North High Open House.)

"Kaddish" 1s the very holy and ancient Jewish prayer for
the dead. According to a remarkable book called Kaddish by
Leon Wieseltier, the origins of the Kaddish are found in a
legend about Rabbi Akiva that dates back to the 12" Century.
Rabbi Akiva, the legend goes, confronts a woodcutter, back
from the dead, who is condemned forever to gather and cut
wood to feed the fires of hell. The man had been a mean,
dishonest and heartless tax collector in life. His only hope for
release from this eternal damnation would be if his son, a
poorly parented and illiterate young man, was to recite praises
of G-d to a congregation and have the congregation answer
"Amen." The legend claims that Rabbi Akiva sought out and
found this wild son, taught him to read and write and to pray
to G-d so that the son can and does free his father's soul. And
so begins Kaddish.

The son's Kaddish redeems his father because the prayer
demonstrates that the father has met his responsibility, his
duty to educate: to morally and spiritually educate his son.
How else can civilization go on? How else can we have hope
and belief in a future? Unless we teach our children how to
contribute to the world, to society, in a positive and
meaningful way so that the world can respond "Amen," how
can we, as a people, prosper? Wieseltier writes, "The son
does not request that his father be granted a good fate. The
son demonstrates why his father deserves to be granted a good
tfate. The son is not the advocate but the evidence."

And what constitutes evidence that we parents have
fulfilled our obligation to educate our children? A new car?
Popularity? Money? Nice clothes? Are these evidences of
spirituality, of humility, of education? Do we say "Amen" to
money, to prestige, to popularity?

What about open-house parties, or clubs in the City with
the drinking and the drugging? What lessons do clubs and
open-house parties teach?

Did you know that when we met last year with students
from over thirty high schools that they told us that by Ninth
Girade already 20% of our kids had significant experiences
with drugs or alcohol? And that after four years of high school
education with all of our programs, over 85% had been drug
or alcohol involved? Do our young people learn their moral
lessons of life at open-house parties and City clubs? Is this the
life experiences, the rite of passage to which anyone in the
room here tonight wants to say "Amen"? But many of you
allow it. Some of you even encourage it. Some of you think
it's cute and an acceptable rite of passage. Some of you throw
up your hands and say that the kids just don't listen. Some of
you put your head in the sand. Some of you think it's
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somebody else's responsibility and not yours. Some of you blame if
on the schools.

Last Friday a young person in Oyster Bay died of a drug
overdose. On my birthday, June 29, a good friend of mine, Lisette
Alvarado, who should be a senior at this high school today, died of
a drug overdose. This year parents of freshmen let their children go
to an open house party and this year, like every other year, this
community has failed to respond as a community to the needs of
their teenagers: the need for structure and the need for a place to go,
a community center for teenagers on the weekends. Why can't
Great Neck provide a teen center for its young people?

I've been talking about this stuff so long I feel like a broken
record; the same stuff over and over again: Don't let your children
drive without a license - an adult license. Do not! Don't let your
high school children go to clubs in New York City, not as freshmen.
not as sophomores, not as juniors, not as seniors. Don't permit it!
Don't allow your children to join with hundreds of other
unsupervised teenagers at resorts like Cancun over Spring Break.
It's outrageous and only produces outrageous behavior. Believe me.
there are no "Amens" there!

Don't allow your children to attend open house parties. Call and
ask the parents: Will they be home? Will there be supervision?
Will alcohol be served? Support this school, your school. Come to
events; get involved; be a part of your children's education. Come
to P.1.5.A. meetings, games, concerts. And, most importantly,
teach your children respect: respect for themselves, respect for
others, respect for learning. Model that behavior for them by how
you behave. Respect them. Don't give in to them. Look your kids
in the eye and speak to them from your heart. Get your head out of
the sand! Respect them - Read - Think - Discuss - Learn - Be kind.
Be generous.

Finally, why not learn from the story of Kaddish? Allow me to
suggest one 1dea to all of you tonight. Decide what moral lesson, or
moral gift, what precious life lesson of spirituality, you would like
to bequeath to your children. Write that lesson down as a will.
Write a moral will, a will more precious and more rare than any
property, bank account or financial riches. I ask you all to write
such a will for your children and I ask you to discuss this with them
- to talk about what it means. What will be your spiritual legacy?
Write 1t out and give it to them and then discuss it.

You see I am very afraid that unless we parents spend more
time, more carc and more thought in educating our young people; in
teaching them the difference between right and wrong; the
difference between truth and lies; the difference between humility
and conceit; the difference between honest work and achievement
and manipulation and self-righteousness; that unless we talk to our
kids more about consumers in a narcissistic world: then we will all
be cutting a whole lot of wood for the fires of hell burning all
around us for a long time to come. AMEN.
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By: Edward Nassimi

The following are the highlights of the Central Board activities
from September through December, 1998:

1. ANNUAL BUDGET

In accordance with the provisions of the By-Laws, the Annual
Budget for the fiscal year starting September 1, 1998, was
prepared by the Budget Committee and approved by the Central
Board. Because of financial restraints, the budgets for all
committees were frozen at last year’s level with the exception of
the Charity Commuttee and the Youth Committee which received
increases. lor the npt'lilliml of the new Synagoguc, the Mashadi
Jewish Center of Great Neck, the budget was estimated. The
total operating budpget of the Central Board (not including
construction) ftor the current year 1s about $1,200,000.

2. HIGH HOLIDAYS

For Yom Kippur four services were held at the new synagogue,
the Huntington hlton, and the Colbeh Restaurant. Due to the
distribution of the community members we were able to conduct
all services i the proper atmosphere.  Due to the generous
contributions of the community members, especially the youth, a
record amount of over $1,100,000 was pledged.

The Central Board thanks all volunteers for their tireless efforts
which allowed these services to be held successfully.

3. SIMCHAH TORAH

The annual fund-raising event on Simchah Torah was held this

the Central Board, the Talmud Torah Committee, the Sisterhood,
the Youth Committee, and other volunteers. During this event
and the Simchah Torah scrvices i all synagogues in the
community, about $287,000 was rised which was dedicated for

the Talmud Torah Commuttee

4. MEETING WITH BOARD OF TRUSTEES

On October 10, 1998, the first joint mecting was held with the
newly established Board of Trustccs which consists of the
following members: Mr. Aghajan Nassin, Mr. Nematolah
Livian, Mr. Abdolrahim Etessanui, Mi. Mechdi Hariri, Mr.
Abdolrahim Zar, Mr. Ebrahim Aziz, Mr. Aminjan Bantlevi,

A variety of issues in connection with the new synagogue, the
upcoming election, and other community matters were discussed.
All parties expressed their hope for more unity and cooperation

in the community.

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS

The outstanding bank loans which had been used for the
construction of the new synagogue were renegotiated with banks,
and payment plans were made to pay these loans off on a
monthly basis by July 1999. Monthly payments to the bank
began in October 1998.

6. END-OF-TERM REPORT

With the end of its three-year term approaching, the Central
Board prepared a comprehensive booklet detailing the activities
of the Board during its term, its successes and shortconungs, and

year at the new synagopgue and was well attended by community  highlighting issues that, in its opinion, should be addressed i the
members.  This event was Hl'ﬁill]i%td dsS 4a Cooperative effort by next term. ThlS report was dIStI'llelL‘t] (o the entire “Illlllllllll}h
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7. SYNAGOGUE CONSTRUCTION

Due to financial constraints, the completion of the interiors of the
synagogue was slowed down somewhat. However, work was
proceeding and plans were made for additional work to be
completed as soon as our finances allow.

8. ELECTIONS

On November 15,1998, elections for the new Central Board were
held. The Supervisory Council conducting the election was
composed of the following seven community members: Mr.
Ebrahim Aziz, Mr. Amir Hadjibay, Dr. Jonas Chafian, Mrs.

Anna Aminoff, Mrs. Linda Kamali, Mr. Albert Kalatizadeh, Mr.
Doron Hakimian.

On November 8, 1998, all candidates for Central Board were
given an opportunity to introduce themselves and their ideas to
the community for a public forum that was well attended.

The following candidates were elected: Mr. Edward Nassimi,
Mr. Cyrus Eilian, Mr. Parviz Roubeni, Mr. David Hezghia, Mr.
Hooshang Nematzadeh, Mr. Reuben Idjadi, Mr. Khosrow
Hakimi, Mr. David Kordevani, Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh, Mr.
Massoud Banilevi, Mr. Avi Gohari, Mr. Sam Hakim, Mr. Simone
Kamali, Mr. Biyan Hakimian and Mr. Joe Mardkha. Mr.

Faramarz Leviem was elected as a reserve member.

Due to a number of resignations just before the election, the
Supervisory Council decided to postpone the election for the
Board of Directors of the Mashadi Jewish Center of Great Neck
until January 24, 1999.

9. JOINT MEETING

On November 28, 1998, a joint meeting was held between the
out-gomng and in-coming members of the Central Board. The
out-gong members presented a report of various pending issues
and gave their personal advice and recommendations to the new
Central Board. All out-going members pledged their full
cooperation and support to the new Board.

10. ACTIVITIES OF THE NEW CENTRAL BOARD

In 1ts first meetings the new Central Board was busy organizing
its affairs. Major emphasis was placed on setting a strong
financial and organizational foundation and to promote events
that will further enhance unity in the community. Concrete plans
were being made to cut costs and raise revenues in order to
eliminate debt as much as possible and allow new projects to go
forward. Specifically, the following actions were taken:

1. Election of Officers

Mr. Simone Kamali was elected Treasurer. Mr. David Hezghia
was elected Assistant Treasurer. Election of the other officers
was scheduled to be held in January. A temporary Coordination
Committee was formed until the election of the officers is
completed.

2. Loan for 130 Steamboat Road

The replacement of the $1 million loan which had been taken for
the purchase of 130 Steamboat Road with a new long-term loan
had been the priority of the outgoing Central Board and was
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taken up by the new Board immediately. Commitments from ten
guarantors consisting of Central Board members (both from the
new, as well as the outgoing Board) and other community
volunteers were secured, and at the time of this writing, the
process of finalizing this new loan facility is almost complete.

3. KFundraising Dinner

The Central Board decided to hold a fundraising dinner in which
long-standing community members with a long-standing history
of community service were to be honored. Proceeds from this
dinner were earmarked for the completion of the synagogue.

4. Committee Structure

The Central Board began the process of establishing all of 1ts
sub-committees. A complete chart of all of the committees and
its members will be published and distributed to the community

as soon as its completed.

Mazal Tov

Collected by: Elena Hajibai
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BIRTHS:

Karyn Rebecca, daughter of Leila & Issac Simchayof
Yasmin, daughter of Rebecca & Farid Aziz

Leah, daughter of Kathy & Ramin Aziz

Daniella, daughter of Sepideh & Eli Namdar

Nicole, daughter of Romina & Abtin Etessami

Julia, daughter of Sharon & Afshin Hakimian
Lauren, daughter of Neda & Nader Nabavian

Ruben Aryeh, son of Caroline & David Nassimi (Milan)
Joshua, son of Tziporah & Levid Hakimian

David Nouriel, son of Malka & Mashiya Kohanim
Michael, son of Monica & Herbert Livi

Andrew & Tyler, twin sons of Rebecca & Rambod Hakimian
Jason, son of Elena & Danny Lavian

David, son of Esther & Michael Rofeh

Russell, son of Mojdeh & Benny Aziz

Jared, son of Sigalit & Faramarz Hakimian

Spencer, son of Arezou & Mehran Hakimian

Daniel, son of Ilanit & Bahman Aziz

Kevin, son of Barbie & Allen Kashinejad

Aron, son of Rebecca & Shokrollah Karmely

Matin, son of Mojgan & Abraham Hakimian
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5. Synagogue Parking Lot

The approval process tor the expansion of the synagogue parking
lot which would allow the closing of the interior lot on Shabbat
and the holidays was almost umplL"th and final approval from
the Village of Great Neck was expected to be 1ssued 1in January
1999. The outgoiny ential Board had authorized a budget
required for this parking lof CXPansion and the new Central
Board reaffirmed this decision

Conclusion

The overriding agenda of the new Central Board 1s to provide a
strong and sound financial and orgamzational structure for the
community, to further c¢nhance unmity among community
members and community mstitutions and to put n place
programs and projects that will benehit the entire community,
especially the YOIJ[}L and will Proy wle for the Iong-term
pI‘OSpﬁI‘ity and sound foundation ol our community.

BAR-MITZVAH

Josh, son of Soraya & Moussa Az1z

Gieorge, son of Dahia & Danmiel Bassahan

Y osst. son of Minoo & Shlomo Ebrahimi
lonathan. son of Soheila & Khosrow LHhassy
Mark, son of Mandana & Morns Hadjibay
leremy. son of Mahnaz & Behnam Hakimi
Michacl. son of Mira & Amir Kahen
Benjamin, son of Yehudit & Joseph Koren

I'van, son of Elana & Henry Levian

Simon, son of Azita & David Livi

Michael, son of Azita & David Livi

Oren, son of Elizabeth & Yoav Mordechai
Michael, son of Hilda & Jacob Namdar
Jason, son of Minoo & Mansour Rahmanim
Sacha, son of Mahnaz & Parviz Roubeni
Avichay, son of Shiva & Yosef Yacobi

ENGAGEMENTS:

Chaya Heather Becker & Henry Hakinan
Tara Namdar & Shmuel Kohanim

Nahal Nassimian & Michael Afarin
Aviva Zabih & Sharon Dil

[lanit Ezra & Avisar Levy (Isracl)
Rossana Ghalandar & David (Payvarm) ilmanian
Emanuela Gorjian & Simon Gihassabian
Anat Koren & Michael Kamali

Bonnie Hakimian & Rayvmond Plak
Emllla LE:ViElH & Salm Bassanlinn

WEDDINGS:

Sanaz & Elley Kashi

Nava & Leon 'brani

Ania & Avraham Youel Sehsted
Erika & b Saghonepond

Jasmin & Damed Nesamn (N
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Marathon Runner

Our very own Mehrdad Ebrani
completed the New York City Marathon
this year. On November 1, 1998 32,000
runners from around the world came to
run the New York City Marathon. The
Marathon stretches 26.2 miles or 42.2 km
and passes through the Five Boroughs of
New York City. It opens on the Staaten

Island side of the Verranzano Bridge,
continues over the Bridge into Brooklyn,
to Queens, Manhattan, then North to the
Bronx and back to Manhattan and ends in
Central Park, ncar Tavern on the Green.
The average time of completion of this
year's NYC Marathon was just under four
and half-hours. Mehrdad was able to
complete the Marathon in 4 hours and 18

minutes and came in 15400™ out of

32,000 runners. "Running a distance
which people get tired driving is truly
exhilarating!" asserts Mehrdad.

North Shore
Student Honored

The North Shore Hebrew Academy
recognized Daniel Basalely, son of Aziz
and Rozita Basalely, as the Salutatorian of
the Graduating Class of 1998. Rabbi
Greenfield, the Principal of NSHA,
praised Daniel as a responsible, bright and
studious student who always sets high
standards for himself and works hard to
achieve his goals. Daniel was easily
accepted to the Hebrew Academy of Five
Towns (HAFTR) high school, where he is
now a freshman. Daniel is an intelligent,
cnergetic young man who enjoys playing
sports and attending different athletic
events. In fact, he has been a part of the
Great Neck synagogue's basketball team
for many years.  Daniel attributes his
accomplishments to hard work and
tremendous support from his parents and
his teachers. The following are excerpts
from Daniel's Salutatorian speech:

"Just as the light of the Menorah
shone on Bnei Yisrael at the time of the

Beit Hamikdash, as do our beloved
teachers and Rabbayim shine the light of

knowledge on us, the students. It is
indeed a great honor for me to stand here
tonight as a member of the graduating
class of 1998. Our school, under the
leadership of the Rabbayim and teachers,
has become a most prestigious
educational institution which excels not
only in secular education, but also in

Hebrew and religious studies. On behalf

of the entire graduating class, I would like
to thank all of our teachers and Rabbayim
for all their hard work and their extreme
patience. I would also like to thank my
parents for their support throughout my
years of study at North Shore Hebrew
Academy."

Being at the top of the class is not new
to the Basalely's, as Daniel's older brother,
Simon, was the Valedictorian of the Class
of '96, also at the North Shore Hebrew
Academy.

Megillah i1s very proud. of Daniel's

accomplishment. We congratulate him
and his family on this very importan
milestone and wish him much success on
all his future endeavors.
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By: Anna Carmili

Community Bat Mitzvah

On Sunday, September 13, the
Mashadir  Sisterhood held 1ts most
anticipated event, the annual community
Bat Mitzvah. T'wenty-eight girls, together
with their family and friends, celebrated
this special day in thewr hives. Dressed 1n
white, the girls recited speeches and songs
on stage and later were jomed by their
fanlics for the candle highting ceremony.
AlLey

IL'I'IJ{IHI.I.', !Hnllu'.'

bemg  presented  with pgafts  and
”ll‘ }'.lll'. l'nlllllllll‘tl IIH‘
cvenmg with dinner and dance

On the Shabbat after the party, the
eils  had  thew  shirah at the  new
synagoguc.  Accompamed by all of then
relatives and  Iniends  the  young  ladies
were mtroduced to the community and
blessed by the Rabba,

1The Sisterhood  would hke to

congratulate all Bat Mitzvah girls and

e -
.....

Bat Mitzvah Moms

their parents and wish them the best fon
their future. We would also like to thank
everybody who was involved with this
event. Thanks to their hard work, 1t was
very successful and a lot of fun.

The participants in the Community
Bat Mitzvah 1998 were:
1- Jessica Aziz
2- Melody Bassalely
3- Cheryl Behnam
4- Roxanne Davoodzadeh
5- Melissa Elishaoff
6- Nicole Gohan
7- Lor1 Gross
8- Tiffany Hadjibay
9- Linda Hakim
10- Randy Hakimian
| 1- Charlene Hakimi
| 2- Shaili Hoshmand
| 3- Sherly Kahen
4- Sara Kamali
5 Nataha Karmel
16- Maxine Karnmly
| /- Sharona Kashimallak
|5~ Ruth Koren
19~ L.auren Levian
20- Melanie Levian
21- Amanda Livian
22- Pantea Makabi
23- Hagit Mordecha
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"1 Tiffany Nassim

'S (harlene Nassimian
'(v Stephanie Rahmanan
"/ Amanda Tousi

K- Ashley Zar

Community Bar Mitzvah

This year our annual Community Bar
Mitzvah was held on Sunday, November
1, at the Shaare Tova Ballroom.

Twelve boys and their parents and

guests participated 1n this ceremony.
Before the party, the families had a
chance to take pictures in the main

synagogue and the party was videotaped
by a professional photographer.  The
event began with the speech and blessings
of Rabbi Ben-Haim and continued with
dancing to the music of Nader. The
excellent food was provided by I .ederman
caterers with flowers and balloons by
Kings Point Florist.

As always, the highlight of the
cvening was when the Bar Mitzvah boys
performed theiwr parts in Enghish, Persian
and Hebrew and then were called up with
thewr parents and siblings for the candle
boys were

lighting  ceremony.  The

presented several religious books by the

.....

...
(s ‘us
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Talmud Torah Committee and a beautiful
box for their teffilin by the Sisterhood.

On the Shabbat after the party, the
“young men" had their shirah at the new
synagogue. Admidst a lot of applause,
they were called up and introduced to the
congregation.

The Sisterhood would like to
congratulate the boys on their Bar
Mitzvah. We wish them a lot of mazal
and happiness for their future and may
they always be a source of pride for their
parents.

Our thanks goes to everybody who
helped with this event. A special thanks
goes to Mrs. Pnina Saraff. For many
years, Mrs. Saraff has been teaching and
preparing our boys and girls for this
special day. This year’s Bar Mitzvah
boys are:

1- Josh Aziz

2- George Bassalian

3- Yossi Ebrahimi

4- Jonathan Eliassi

5- Mark Hadjibay

6- Michael Kahen

7- Benjamin Koren

8- Evan Levian

9- Oren Mordechai

10- Michael Namdar

Bat Mitzvah Dads

11- Jason Rahmanim
12- Sacha Roubeni
13- Avichay Yacobi

Annual Picnic for our
Senior Ladies

In August a picnic was held at
Stepping Stone Park for our senior ladies.
Almost 150 women got together for a few
hours of socializing. Some ladies were
joined by their daughters or grand
daughters. And we also welcomed a few
Mashadi women  from  overseas.
Altogether the outing was a big success
and everybody enjoyed the beautiful
weather, the great food and each others
company.

Chanukah Toy Drive
1998

Every year before Chanukah we hold
the annual Toy Drive. This year the Toy
Drive was held at Talmud Torah in Long
Island. More than 100 children and their

parents participated in this event, making

it more successful year after year. Many
new toys and gifts were collected and
then distributed through the Ohel

Organization to needy and orphaned
Jewish children.

Children’s Play Group
During Shabbat Services

The Sisterhood, in cooperation with
volunteer mothers and girls from our
community, has organized a play group
for children during services on Shabbat
mornings. Children of all ages are invited
to attend these play groups for a couple of
hours every Saturday morning. They play
games, read stories and socialize.
Mothers and young girls provide the
snacks and prizes each child gets at the
end of the class. The Sisterhood would
like to thank all volunteers, mothers and
girls who help make these classes
successful. Also, we would like to
encourage more children to attend and
more volunteers to help out. These

classes provide a big service to our
community. The children are kept busy
and the synagogue is more organized and
quiet during services.
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Israel Tour Registration
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Believe it or not, summer is right around the corner and the time
for registering for the much heralded MYC Israel trip has come.
Every year the MYC sends a group of our youth to Israel to
familiarize them with our Jewish background and homeland. It is an
excellent learning experience for the first time tour-goers, as well as
for those who have previously visited Israel. Just ask around about
the excitement that still lives with previous MYC Tour participants
(e.g. Allen “32” Hakimian). Don't miss this opportunity of a lifetime.
look for the registration dates in upcoming issues of HaChodesh.

By: Simon Nassimi
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Gesher Shabbaton &
"The Four Faces of Israel”

........
L '..'.:.

On Friday, December 4, the MYC and
the Young Adults Minyan held their first -
Shabbaton at the Mashadi Jewish Center
with the distinguished guest, Rabbi
Benjamin Levene. Rabbi Levene 1s a
director at Israel’s Gesher (“Bridge”) R

Mashadi’s Funniest Home Videos

The MYC is in the process of gathering video clips of funny
home videos from the community for the first-ever Mashadi’s
Funniest Home Videos program and contest. You may submif

Foundation, which works m‘ narrow the Al Roya] Persian Paintings anything humorous (or pathetically funny) from home videos,
gap between lews Ol different ;f 'f: " vacations, trips with friends, parties, family archives, and even

backgrounds in Isracl while recognizing _ : . On Saniday, Daceniier 13, fhis Cultuse E55: vicitod fe previous MYC Israel trips. Please make your submissions or
| . ’ recommendations to Kami Kalaty or Allen Hakimian (Jabarzadeh)

their different lifestyles. Rabbr Levenes @ e = =~ =~ >
- Brooklyn Museum of Art to see the Museum’s Persian art

* . exhibit and learn more about our Persian heritage. This was P—

| swendary Boure known £ | Rabbi Manis Friedman .
Levene, a legendary figure known for his ey el R SR the first exhibition of its kind with artwork ranging from the MYC Elections

love and tolerance for all Jews. Over 100 LTS e . Qajar Dynasty to dern day Iran. Exhibited
. | AR g L c modern da n.
singles and married couples enjoyed a | | e S ) ) ¥ - ibited were fascinating

Shabbat atmosphere filled with plenty of
food, smging and words of mspiration
from Rabbi l.evene.

After the conclusion of Shabbat, over
500 people enjoyed a standing-room only
presentation of Rabbi Levene’s dramatic-
comedy “The Four Faces of Israel” at the
Saddle Rock School Auditortum. The
show portrays four stereotypical Jews: a
Rabbi from Meah Shearim, an Eged bus
driver, a French artist from Sefad, and an
American-Jewish millionaire and
philanthropist. Each character, all of
whom are played by Rabbi Levene, offers
his perspective on Judaism, the State of
[srael and the state of world Jewry today.
In between the laughs that were beckoned
by Rabbi Levene’s antics, the audience
was allowed to reflect on views of each
character and offer their opinions on the
serious Issues that were presented. But
the entire evening came down to Rabbi
Levene’s explanation of the program and
his beliefs on uniting world Jewry with
simple expressions of tolerance for one

another.
The MYC would like to thank Mark

Karimzadeh for his excellent performance
as the interviewer and moderator for this
wonderful show. In addition, thanks
should go out to Arun Bassalali, Afshin
Bassali, Mehran Etesami, Dana Rafinia
and Mr. & Mrs. Pedram Shaer for
bringing the Shabbaton and the
performance together.
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life-sized paintings, miniatures, and an exquisitely painted
ceiling that measures over 22' x 9'. It was a fabulous
exhibition and an excellent learning experience that included a
guided tour through the exhibit.

The MYC thanks Tina Namdar for her continuous efforts
in providing us with programs that are culturally enriching.

Open Forum with
Rabbi Manis Friedman

On Sunday night, December 13, we were honored to host
Rabbi Manis Friedman at the Mashadi Jewish Center. Over
100 community members of all ages gathered to have a

Question & Answer session with Rabbi Friedman. A range of

topics was discussed from the festive holiday of Chanukah to
relationships in our community. It was a splendid evening for
all the participants. The MYC and MORA would like to thank
everyone who attended and Mrs. Denny Hakimian and Benny
Hematian for their efforts in putting together this program.

Mashadi Magic

The Mashadi Magic started a brand new season this year,
better and bigger than before. This year we have not one, but
two Mashadi Magic basketball teams, one varsity and our new
junior varsity team. This year, like all other years, the Magic
need the support of all their fans to be “the sixth player on the
court.” The game dates will be published in future issues of
HaChodesh, so make it a priority to cheer on our teams to the
championships this year. The MYC along with the rest of the
community would like to wish the Magic the best of luck in
the upcoming season and would like to thank the coaches for
the two teams, Brian Hakimian and Pejman Hakimian
(varsity) and Adam Liviem (junior varsity).

Elections for the next term of the Mashadi Youth Committee
will be held in May 1999. The MYC has been a vital part of our
community’s youth and leadership development for over 15 years
now. l'he MYC is currently seeking qualified community members
16 and over to continue with and create new programs during the
next term. We are in the process of gathering lists of potential
candidates. Everyone is entitled and encouraged to submit
nominations by mail, fax, e-mail or even a call to the MYC office.

Please contact Simon Nassimi or Doron Hakimian with your
nominations or questions.

HaChodesh Labeling Acknowledgments

The MYC would like all of our community's youth that partake
in labeling and mailing out our monthly newsletter, HaChodeh.
TI'nis monthly gathering has become a social event for our
volunteers, who gather together at the MYC Office for some food.
fun and the tedious labeling and mailing chore. The HaChodesh
has made it into the homes of our community for 116 consecutive
months and counting partly because of our mailing volunteers,
which include:

Behrooz Aziz ~Ilene Etessami - Karen Karmely
Kimberly Bassalian = Caroline Hadjibay  Shirley Kashimallak
Pamela Chafiian - Catherinc Haghighat | Benny Levian
Evelyn Dil - Grace Hakimi ~ Elliot Nassimi
Melissa Dil ~ Odelia Hakimi ~ Ramin Rahmanan
[lan Dilmanian Brenda Hakimian Vanessa Rahmanan
Aimee Dilmanian | Jasmine Hakimian ~ Yasmine Rahmanan
Karen Dilmanian | Justin Hakimian Tiffany Shaer
Talia Dilmanian ~ Justina Hakimian Karen Yaghoubi
Selina Elishaoff | David Kamali Natasha Zar
Eva Etessami Dina Kamali Stacey Zar

~ Jamie Kamali Tanaz Zarovabeli
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One Important Feature of A Jew
By: Mark Karimzadeh

[t was very nice to be going to a Shabbaton, celebrating
Shabbat around friends, and hearing some inspiring words
from the guest Rabbi. As it turned out, the words we heard
from Rabbi Benji Levene, both in his talks and through one on
one conversation, were very special indeed. As a result of the
combination of the organization which the Rabbi is involved
with, Gesher, and the unique life of his grandfather, Reb
Aryeh Levene, “A Tzadik in Our Time,” the words he spoke
emphasized a whole different aspect of Judaism. He spoke of
an aspect that was so prevalent and uniquely known among
our parents and grandparents in Mashad. Rabbi Benji spoke
about kindness and about doing good to others, even putting
other's needs before one's own. So often among our young
kids, goimng to Jewish schools here in New York, their
emphasis scems to be only on rituals, even to the extent of
taking on minhagim or traditions that are not even our own, so
much that 1t has caused many problems within families.

But the Rabbi emphasized that there 1s a whole different
side to Judaism. Halachot and minhagim have their place, but
respect and tolerance for, and kindness to, other Jews are of
utmost 1mmportance i the hife of a Jew. This couldn’t have
been shown i a more understandable, humorous and thought-
provoking way than in the Rabbi's performance, "The Four
Faces of Israel."

Here were four people, all leading very different ways of
life, all very different in their religious observance, and yet
they were all part of the make-up of Israel, and they were all a
small part of our Jewish nation.

The message was very clear. We are all Jewish, regardless
of our level of religiosity, and we have no right to force
someone else to behave a certain way, or do or not do
somethimg. 1 once read in a book that the Mashiach will come
when the Kedushah of Israel - of the Jewish people - reaches a
certain level. How 1s that level measured? There is a scale, on
one side 1s the required weight of Kedushat Yisrael, and on the
other are all the individuals that make up the Jewish people.
The scale may be balanced except for just one more person, so
even that last Jewish person counts. That last person will tip
the balance that will bring mashiach! With this understood, it
1s clear that we must all have the greatest respect for other
Jewish people, because we are all one family. We must show
chesed, or kindness, to all. This characteristic has as much
value in the life of a Jew as the rituals we must perform.

The Four Faces of Israel

Our Differences Unite Us
By: Afshin Bassali

[t 1s truly unfortunate that Rabbi Benp Levene even needs to
address the 1ssues of Jewish tolerance and unity with his “Four
Faces of Israel” performance. But the problem is a reality for both
Israelis and Jews living in the Diaspora. One cannot argue with the
point of views expressed by Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Deutsch, Mutti
Cohen, Jean Paul Simone or Harry Abelson since they come from
different backgrounds and lead individual lives. The people of
Israel, Jewish communities worldwide and even our own community
on a smaller scale is a heterogeneous mixture made up of even more
than just “four faces,” and we must learn to accept and understand
our differences to attain the true unity that binds us as Jews.

A traditional and conservative lifestyle is the one led by Rabbi
Deutsch. He dresses like his father and grandfather before him,
talks like them and lives in an insular and reclusive community as
they probably did in Eastern Europe. Although he is isolated from
Israeli society, Rabbi Deutsch cares for his fellow Jews and feels
obligated to point out their deficiencies. “Jews live in Isracl, but
it’s not a Jewish State,” he says in a thick Yiddish accent. “A
Jewish State was in Poland. We came to Israel to live as Jews, but
instead they live like Americans.” Rabbi Deutsch 1s one who lives
in the past and holds onto those practices rigidly. But his ultimate
role in The Four Faces is to point towards the Jewish traditions and
acts of kindness that bind us together and that maintain our
continuity as one people.

Mutti Cohen represents the secular Israeli. He is a bus driver
and battle-scarred from Israel’s first three wars. He is ficrcely
independent about his personal freedoms as he declarcs about
Israel’s haredim, “I don’t tell them how to live, and they shouldn’t

tell me how to live.” However, his apathy about Judaism is
astonishing as he explains his non-traditional observance of Shabbat
(watching Arabic TV) and Yom Kippur (any day that he forgets to
eat); and describes his personal religious experience as having
occurred while watching the movie “The Ten Commandments.”
Mutti has great knowledge and love for the land of Isracl, but finds
it difficult to pass on this sense of Zionism (o his children who
never experienced the discomforts of war or lsracl’s first year’s of
Statehood. Mutti’s portrayal as the macho, cigarctte- smoking,
taunting ("Mah yesh!") Israeli 1s essential i 7he Four Faces, since
he has given us our country as both a former soldier and as a bus
driver today. He has beern: on the front hines all s life whether the
enemies were the Arab armics or the teironsts of today, who
commonly target Israel’s buscs for then sucide |H!lllllillg5.

Jean Paul Simone seems to be o nusunderstood character, but
yet important in "The Four Faces of Tvrael ™ e 1s a Jewish-French
artist who had immigrutml (o Tarnel ||u|n". of Iwmg in the art
world of Tzfat. Although Jean Paul diesses ke an artist, talks like
an artist and even acts like an artist, he i no way a talented artist,
as he displays his scribbled canvay to the vreal amusement of the
audience. The only connection he has with Israel is his Jewish
ancestry. But he deems Judasm and Ziomism as being backward,
since he wants to hive a ‘' osmopolitan™ hite with his Christian wife
and son. Like almost all artusts, Jean Paul shares a liberal outlook on

Megillah, Number 63,

10 Tevet - Shevat 5759, January 999

life and considers every human (irrespective of their religion)
as important and deserving of his love. But "The Four Faces"
Is pointing out one of the unfortunate problems facing Judaism
today, the growing trend of intermarriage within our people
and our need to address it. For one reason or another, Jean
Paul remains ignorant of his Jewish heritage and its
compatibility with his outlook on life, much like many other
Jews who have taken a similar path in their lives. But yet, he
remains a Jew who has immigrated to Israel, a Jewish State,
which will give him a better chance of coming back to
Judaism than an assimilated Jew living in Middle America.
Harry Abelson represents a “Diaspora Zionist” within
"The Four Faces of Israel." As a successful Los Angeles
businessman, Harry is active in financially supporting Israel as
he constantly states with false modesty, “I gave $4.5 million
this year, not to mention what I gave last year.” But Harry 1s
passive in making aliyah to the country that he passionately
supports since his children are afraid of the army service. And
even so, Harry was disheartened by the unfriendly reception
given to him and his wife when they had once attempted to
immigrate to Israel. This is a reflection of the dark side of
aliyah to Israel, known to its successive waves of immigrants
(from the Europeans in the 1940’s to the Russians and
Ethiopians in the 1990’s) as being very tough because of the
mistreatment suffered at the hands of the Israelis. Harry’s
mastery of the Hebrew language also leaves a lot to be
desired, as does that of many other American Jews. Harry’s
significance in "The Four Faces" is to explain that many
Diaspora Jews cannot immigrate to Israel for one reason or

another. But at the same time, Israel is not a perfect country, as
Harry had so experienced when he had made aliyah there earlier in
his life.  However, Harry is doing the next best thing by
contributing to Israel with his money and his frequent visits (“My
228" visit this year”).

In a way, Rabbi Levene’s performance and its message is
actually “fighting fire with fire.” Since categorizing problems into
general terms tends to lead us into intolerance of others. But
categorizing 1s what "The Four Faces of Israel" does successfully.
By stereotyping us into these "Four Faces," Rabbi Levene is
showing us that there are actual human beings behind these
stereotypes. And although they come from different walks of life.
they are part of the Jewish people and must all be treated with
respect and tolerance and are not to be stereotyped.

Our four characters are intricate ones and are indeed
interdependent on one another. Without Rabbi Zalman there would
be a state of Jews, but maybe not a Jewish State. Without Mutti
there would be neither security nor the industrious work ethic that
many Israelis have benefited from. Without immigration, such as
Jean Paul’s, our country wouldn't have the population growth and
the cultural enlightenment which its successive wave of immigrants
have brought. And without the financial and political support of
Harry Abelson from abroad, Israel would lack the monetary base
and the broad international support as a recognized country and
homeland. These are four faces but they belong to one body.
Jewish unity may be obtained not by convincing others to act as you
do, but by showing tolerance and respect for others who are not like
you.
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Annual Dinner of the

Sefardic Hebrew Academy of the North Shore
By: Robert Livi | " :

On Sunday, December 20, 1998, the
Sefardic Hebrew Academy of North
Shore’s Annual Dinner was held at Shaare
Tova Synagogue.

This event was attended by more than
300 people. 'The master of ceremonies
was Mr. Lawrence Levian.

After the reception, a Hanukkah
candle-lighting ceremony was held. First
Rabbi Ben-Haim said the Mi-Sheberakh
and then Mr. Moti Kohanim recited the
Shir-Lamaalot.

The eight candles were it by Rabbi
Ben-Haim., Mr. Yousel Benilevi, and the
six members of the Board of ‘Trustees of
the school Mr. Abdolrahim L.evian, Mr.
Abdolrahim Etessami, Mr. Mchdr Harirr,
Mr. Abdolrahim Zar, Mr.
Bassalian, and Mr. Fatollah Hematian.

Then the 15 members of the Board of
Directors of the school were introduced
along with the 13-member Advisory % FM\ .. P __
Board. At this time it was announced " _
that Mr. William Helmreich, president of R & e Vi e
the North Shore Hebrew Academy, who . . - .
was also present among the guests and .

Ni1ss1m s,

|||||||| u|UJ |IIH j|| |||I i ||:|‘I|'|Iul

MWW “thlhlu LA .;u.||||...|||.|| i bj il ,,ml '|[ M |hl||I |'|f.'i| l'. l.l. :if,!:.“" } |\|| | il | i

R
o Y

B eI (| R ¢+ R 2 T R UL O R b
----------------------------------

three other prominent past and present s | R e B

North Shore Board members have shown y - |

.........................

an interest 1n cooperating with this school . il L e
In an advisory capacity, since this school .

will most likely follow the methods and
footsteps of the North Shore Hebrew

Then Mr. Mehdi Hariri talked for a Y e T 11 ErE
few minutes and emphasized the g e e By
importance of having a Jewish school in B T i
our community that would promote our
traditions and our minhagim.

During the Dinner, there was a
children’s forest presentation and several
videos of the school were shown. Also, a
moving memorial video was shown 1n

memory of a much loved and admired
lady in our community, the late Mrs.

Rachel Kordvani.

In another segment of the program,
Mrs. Khavar Ghaffanian received the
“Eshet Chayil” award, and was honored
for her many years of dedicated and
tireless service to the community as a
teacher and educator. She was given a
plaque and a bouquet of flowers by her
former students at the “Arze Aghdas”

School teachers recefvmg cemﬁcates
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School in Mashad.

Mr. Nissim Bassalian gave a befitting speech at the end of
which he announced that Mr. Mehdi Hariri pledged $100,000
in the name of his newborn grandson toward the building fund
of this school once a building is bought or construction begins.

It was also announced that this school which now has an
attendance of 108 students with seven classes and 18 teachers,
has been recognized for excellence in academic performance
with proclamations and citations by the town of North
Hempstead, the Nassau County Legislature, and the New York
State Assembly, which specifically stated that it “is worthy
of esteem and gratitude of the Long Island community.”

The citations were given to Rabbi Chayempour, the
principal, Mrs. Tami Chayempour, the director, and Ms.
Kono, the first class teacher of the school. Also, the school’s
other teachers were honored for their services.

Many people participated in the fund-raising part of the
program, after which it was announced that this fund-raising
event was highly successful in covering the entire deficit of
the school this year.

At the end of the program, the video of an entertaining
satirical show performed by some young members of the
community was shown.

All of the attendees seemed to have an enjoyable evening.

Mr. Fatollah Hematian

Mr. bdolrahi Zr
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Interview With Jewish Day Schools:

Rabbi Eli Freilich of Ezra Academy

Last year, Megillah undertook to conduct a series of
interviews with leaders in the field of education from several
schools commonly attended by our community.

The first interview in this series was conducted with Dr.
William Helmreich, President of North Shore Hebrew
Academy. That interview, which took place in the format of a
recorded conference call between Dr. Helmreich and several
Megillah editors, was published last year in the January 1998

issue of Megillah.

Following that interview, Megillah contacted Rabbi Eli
Freilich, Dean of FEzra Academy, requesting a similar
interview. Rabbi Freilich kindly agreed to be interviewed by
Megillah, but in the format of written questions that he would
answer in writing.  Although we would have preferred a
spontaneous live interview that would allow for follow-up
questions, Megillah submitted the following eleven questions
to Rabbi Freilich for his response.

Rabbi Freilich responded to our interview questions with
a letter that also appears below.

Megillah would like to thank Rabbi Freilich for his time
and assistance.

Interview Questions to Rabbi Freilich

] - Briefly describe your position at Ezra Academy and
your background in education.
2-  Please tell us about the school. When and by who was

it started? How many students do you have; how many come

from Orthodox Jewish backgrounds?
3- Please 1nclude further relevant statistics, such as

student-teacher ratios, percentage of graduates who go on to

college, etc.
4-  How familiar are you with the Mashadi Community

and how do you perceive us?
5-  Over the past twenty years, many Mashadi children

have attended Ezra Academy. How do you think Ezra has
influenced our community?

6-  Please describe Ezra Academy's level of education,
particularly religious education.
7-  Please describe the school's religious level. How do

you balance religious and secular studies in the school
curriculum? Do boys and girls share all classes and where does
the course of education differ for them?

8-  How do you maintain the school's religious level and
what are the biggest difficulties you encounter in doing so?
Which influences from the secular American culture and/or from
the ultra-Orthodox culture do you try to avoid?

9-  What 1s Ezra Academy's position on Zionism? Do you
promote 1t in your courses or programs?

10- How do you compare Ezra Academy with other Jewish
day schools 1n the area? (Ramaz, North Shore Hebrew Academy,

HANC)
11- As you may know, a large part of the Mashadi

community has moved to Great Neck where space at Jewish
schools 1s msufficient. Do you think 1t is wise for the Mashadi
community to establish its own school?

Letter of Response

Dear Megillah:

In response to your letter of December 17", 1 will try to
answer your questions regarding I'zra Academy. Please feel free
to call me for any clarification necessary,

I am the dean of Ezra Academy and | hold a Bachelor's
Degree in education from Brooklyn College and Rabbinic
Ordination from Mirrer Yeshiva. Mrs. Francine Hirschman, our
principal, has a Bachelor's Degree in English from New York
University, a Master's of Arts in ‘l'caching from Monmouth

College, and 1s a current Doctoral Student in Jewish Education,

Administration and Supervision at Yeshiva University's Azrieli
Institute. She 1s also an author and lecturer on Jewish

educational topics.
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The school was begun under the auspices of the Board of
Jewish Education in 1968, when I was recruited to run and build
it. From its original 6 students, it has currently grown to close to
300 girls and boys, most of whom do not come from strictly
Orthodox backgrounds or full Jewish Studies educational careers.
We have a large number of Iranian, Russian, and Israeli students
in addition to American public school students.

Our student-teacher ratio is approximately 20 to 1. 90% of
our students continue on to college each year. Our educational
level is college preparatory, with all students being required to
take Regents level courses. Advanced placement courses and
college credit courses are optional.

Our religious studies program takes up 40% of our school
day. It icludes prayer, Talmud, Tehilim, Jewish laws and
customs, Bible, Hebrew language, Jewish History, Holocaust,
Jewish Philosophy and Prophets. Boys and girls have separate
classes in most of their Jewish studies courses: secular studies
classes are coed and on homogeneous levels.

Religiously, our school is unlike any other Jewish high school
in the area or the country. The entire school is meant for students
with limited Jewish studies background and presents a
"smorgasbord" approach: offering varied courses and methods of
practicing Jewish observance. We are very pro-Israel, working
to be part of communal and national celebrations such as the
Israeli Day Parade, Yom HaAtzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim and
encouraging our students to commit themselves to a period of
time (a summer, a semester, a year) of study in Israel.

Our students are encouraged to integrate their American
identity with their Jewish identity, and particular groups (such as
the Mashadi youth) are also educated about appreciating and
continuing their ethnic identity.

As far as influences which we try to avoid, from any culture,
they are those influences which dictate behavior contrary to the
moral code of our Torah. Students are encouraged to hold family
and religious values above the values of a consumer oriented,
morally value-free, media-dictated code of behavior.

We have been blessed to have helped educate a large number
of Mashadi students. We have learned a great deal about the
community from them and we think that we have taught them to
appreciate their ethnic and religious heritage and to bring that
appreciation back to their own community. If your community
were to establish its own school, it would make sense to do that
on the elementary school level, where your students could
develop a better understanding of their own modes of prayer,
religious customs and laws, and history.

On a secondary level, they should be able to take this identity
with them into the larger Jewish world. Mashadi high schools
would be too insular, not allowing them to use their identity in
individual and positive ways within the greater Jewish
community. Schools with sensitivity, such as Ezra Academy,
seek to further the students' commitment to his or her own ethnic
group by having separate Sephardi minyanim, and classes on
Jewish customs which are relevant to each group of students
within our walls.

I hope this explains our school to you and answers your
questions.

Yours truly,

Rabbi Eli Freilich
Dean

SRR FUNEAGTS

XX Israel has the most cell-phones per capita of any country in

the world. 5,000,000 people - 2,000,000 cell phones
(That's one cell-phone for every 2.5 people.)

XX Some of the most talented bands in the world have
performed in Israel during their recent world tours: U2, David
Bowie, Elton John, Lou Reed, Peter Gabriel. Neil Young,
Santana.

XX Each year Israel has over 2.2 million visitors. This
1s more than a third of the total population of 5.62 million.

XX The highest paid athlete gets $350,000 a year
(1,000,000 shekels.)

XX Beytar Yerushalayim, the best Israeli soccer team.
1s about to enter the World European league.

X Oded Katash was just signed by the New York
Knicks.

XX The Dead Sea is the lowest point on Earth at 1,300 feet
below sea level.

XX Newsweek recently named Tel Aviv as one of the world's top
ten hot spots.

XX There is mo school for 13 of the first 35 days of the
academic year because of Jewish holidays.

XX [sracl has the most musicians per capita of any
country in the world. Most of them are from the former Soviet
Union.

XX Israel is 290 miles long and 85 miles at its widest point. It

takes 90 minutes to travel from the Mediterranean to the
Dead Sea, and seven hours from the northern most trip in Metulla
to the southern most point in Eilat.

XX If you miss the "flavor" of your hometown, experience "fine

dining"” in Israel at Subway, Pizza Hut, Domino's, Burger
King, Wendy's, McDonald's and Taco Bell.

XX There are 29 Israeli cities with Ze'ev Jabotinsky

Streets, named after the founder of Revisionist Zionism; 20
David Ben-Gurion Streets, after the first prime minister.

XX All postage stamps in Israel are certified kosher.

XX The most popular late night television shows: Jay
Leno and Conan O'Brien.
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By: Bernard Livi

When we study the history of
the Jewish people, we encounter
many oppressed and persecuted
Jewish communities. One of the
most famous, of course, 1s the
community of the Marranos of
Spain and Portugal of which
almost has heard.
There 1s another community of
Marranos that practically no one
has ever heard of. They are the
Marranos of Mashad, or the
Mashadi1 Jews. What you are
about to hear 1s the story of an
exceptionally small group of
forced to
abandon Judaism. This 1s the

everyone

people who were

story of Anuseir Mashad.

This community of Jews
comes from the city of Mashad,
[ran’s second largest city, and
the capital of a province in the
northeast region of the country.
[ran or Persia 1s a relatively large

country in the Middle East with a
population of 67 million. The official
religion of Iran 1s the Shiite branch of

[slam and 95% of the population adhere
to that rehigion.

The beginning of Jewish history 1n
[ran dates back to late Biblical times. The
Books of Isaiah, Danmiel, Ezra, Nehemiah,
Chronicles and Esther contain references
to the Jewish life in Persia. It 1s believed
that many Jews found theirr way into
Persia after Cyrus the Great, the King of
Persia, ended the Babylonian Exile in the
Fifth Century B.C.E. The Persian Jews
are. therefore, neither Ashkenazi nor
Sephardic. A more accurate description
of the Persian Jews i1s probably "Mizrah1"
or Eastern Jews. But since their customs
and traditions more closely resembles the
Jews of Spanish background, they are
categorized as Sephardic Jews.

The story begins in the year 1746,
nearly 250 years ago, when Nader Shah,
the reigning king of the Persian Empire,
decided to relocate 40 Jewish families to
his new capital, the city of Mashad. These
original 40 families were selected by the
king because of their honesty and
trustworthiness to safeguard and protect

Marranos of Mashad

the treasury of the king in his new capital.

The city of Mashad, where this story
takes place, has a religious significance
for its Shiite population. It 1s the bural
site of one of Islam’s most important
Imams or religious leaders. The presence
of this sanctuary, which brought many
pilgrims to the city, made the inhabitants
fervently religious. So being among
Moslems with deep fundamentalist
ideologies, famous for their intolerance of
other religions, made the lives of the
newly-arrived Jews extremely difficult.

The Shiite population of Mashad
considered the Jews unclean and
prohibited any contact with this group of
people. The Jews were confined to the
outskirts of the city 1n ghetto-like
localities. Since they could not engage 1n
business activities with the general
population, the newly-arrived Jews very
soon developed trade among themselves,
and established trade routes with the
nearby cities. As the years passed, the
Jewish population of Mashad grew n
number and established a  small
synagogue and other institutions for a
proper Jewish life.

Even though the religious elements of

the city had discouraged any contact with
the Jews, the Mashadi Jews proved to be
reliable and trustworthy business contacts
with excellent credit standings. Very soon
the reputation of honesty of these Jews
spread throughout the city, and therr
Moslem neighbors felt more and more
comfortable engaging in business with the
Jewish community. However, the Jews
were still constantly under the watchful
eyes of the Moslem population. They
would be blamed and attacked for every
unfortunate incident, and, like everywhere
else, they were the victims of any outburst
of bigotry.

Tolerance for the Jews took a sharp
decline in the year 1839, about 160 years
4£20, when on the |.:'Ih tluy of NiSS&Il, the
most traumatic event in the history of the
Mashadi Jews took place. On this day,
which happened to be a holy day for the
Moslems, a rumor was spread during a
procession that the Jews were mocking
and ndiculing some of Islam’s religious
practices. This lalse accusation was very
quickly spread throughout the city and a

huge mob assembled at the office of the
local religious leaders demanding action

against the Jews. On the same day, a
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permit was granted and an angry mob
attacked the Jewish neighborhood. In the
course of this event, which was called the
Allah-dad, the rioters attacked Jewish
homes and shops, destroyed their
property, destroyed books and religious
articles, and burned the synagogue. By
the time the dust settled, 36 Mashadi Jews
had lost their lives.

The Jews were given 2 simple
choices: conversion or death. The leaders
of the Jewish community realized that
their only chance of survival at the
moment was to embrace Islam. The
entire Jewish community of Mashad,
which by now consisted of more than 200
families, converted to Islam and started
new lives as "Jadid-Al-Islam" or “New
Moslems.” This newly adopted faith,
however, was only on the surface and for
the eyes of their Moslem neighbors. The
Jews started to live a double life; on the
surface they were Moslems, but in secret
they continued to live their lives as true
Jews.

But how does one do that? How can a
person live among Moslems, pray in their
mosques, observe their holidays, and
assure their neighbors of their sincerity,
and at the same time cling to their Jewish
tradiions? To do this, the newly-
converted Mashadis had to make

significant changes in their lifestyle:

A) First, they had to adopt Islamic names
for themselves and their children.
Names such as Mohammad, Ali and
Hassan are quite common among the
older generation of the Mashadi Jews.
Some even had to make the required
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina
which awarded them the title of Hadj.
In addition to their Islamic name,
every child born in the community
was also given a secret Hebrew name,
a practice that 1s still common among
today’s Mashadi Jews.

B) Then there was the problem of kashrut

and keeping a kosher home. The
converted Jews had to buy their meat
from local non-kosher stores, so that in
the eyes of their neighbors, they were
not observing any strange dietary
laws. But Mashadi women refused to
allow any non-kosher meat into their

homes. All of this meat was
immediately discarded or fed to the

dogs. The men of the community
learned the practice of shchita, the
ritual slaughter of animals, and
provided their families and friends
with the meat that was prepared under
the strictest Jewish dietary laws. For
the distribution of this meat they were
aided by the Iranian architecture. All
houses were built with private

C)

Adab School - Mashad 1922

courtyards with windows that faced
inward instead of toward the street.
The houses were connected from the
inside which enabled the Jews to
gather for secret meetings and
distribute the meat without ever going
outside.

Then there was the problem of praying
in the mosque. The Mashadis had to
participate 1 prayer sessions In the
local mosque with their Moslem
neighbors, but after attending the
Friday prayer in the mosque, they
would rush home to their secret
gathering places to welcome the
Sabbath. These secret minyans were
held i dark and dilapidated
basements. All the Torah scrolls and
prayer books had been destroyed
during the riots of 1839, but the
Mashadi Jews somehow managed to
reproduce their hand-written siddurim
and Torah scrolls to be used in their
secret gatherings. They even

established Torah classes for their
children. Of course this education for
the children had to start at an age
when there was no longer any danger
that they might reveal their true
identity to their classmates. This
usually started around the age of ten,
and 1t was explained to them very
carefully not to discuss anything about
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D)

F)

A classroom of Harav Yousef Dilamani - Mashad 1925

it in their classrooms. Children studied
[slamic subjects in school, but at home
they were taught the principles of
Jewish religion.

On Shabbat and holidays, since the
Jews had to keep their stores open,
they often hired help from outside to
run the stores for them. The help was
mstructed to turn potential customers
away with various excuses. This way
they were able to refrain from
engaging 1n business transactions on
Shabbat and holidays.

Funerals were also held twice. After
burying their departed in the Moslem
cemetery, the Jews would rush home
to recite kaddish in the privacy of their
home.

Probably the most important concern
of the newly-converted Jews was
intermarriage. To protect themselves,
the Mashadi Jews would often marry
off their children at very young ages,
around nine or ten. If a suitor
approached them for their daughter,
they could claim that she was either
married or had already been spoken
for. This way they kept marriages
among themselves. Incidentally, the
practice of marrying within the

community 1s exercised even today,
and the vast majority of marriages

among Mashadis are within the

community.

As you can imagine, living a double
life was not easy and carried with it
enormous risk. The Jews were constantly
under the doubtful watch of their Moslem
neighbors. Those who had doubts in the
sincerity of the new Moslems were
always looking for clues to prove that this
group of people were practicing Judaism
in secret. On many occasions, the Jews
encountered serious threats from their
neighbors and local authorities who had
become suspicious of their practices and
their true identity. Miraculously, the true
identity of the Jews was never revealed.

The question arises as to why the Jews
of Mashad didn’t leave and start a new
life somewhere else. Of course it i1s never
easy to leave one’s birthplace and venture
into a new and unknown world. Besides,
the authorities had forbidden the Jews to
leave town, and would punish anyone
who was caught fleeing the city. And
even if they did decide to leave, the
nearest town in which the Jews lived 1n a
relatively freer society was a 12-day
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journey away. Amid all the risks, some
Jewish families did leave their birthplace
and sought refuge in other nearby cities.

Those who did stay, however, did not
lose hope that someday they would be
free to practice Judaism in the open. They
continued to live as Moslems but they
never forgot their true identity. They
continued to teach their children, and
continued to assemble secretly for
Shabbat and holiday services. At one
point, the Mashadi Jews had 11 secret
synagogues in their neighborhood.

The Jews of Mashad lived a double

life and under difficult conditions for
nearly one hundred years. Their situation
did not improve drastically until Reza
Pahlavi, the father of the recent Shah of
Iran, ascended to power in 1925, and a
period of rchgious freedom  was
inaugurated. The Jews of Mashad came
out of the closet, so to speak, and started
to practice thewr rehgion freely, under the
protection of the new regime and the new
king. With the start of this period, the
Jewish hife in Mashad was revitalized.

The Jews of Mashad who had been
disguised as Moslems for over a century,
began with new excitement to lead a
productive Jewish life.
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Unfortunately, this freedom also had
to come to an end. During World War 11,
ant1 Jewish sentiments once again flared
up i Mashad. Through radio broadcasts,
the Jews were accused of spying for the
enemy, and were blamed for the hardship
that was brought upon the nation.

Again 1n the month of Nissan in the
year 1946, another mob attacked the
Jewish neighborhood. The Jews finally
realized that they would no longer be safe
in the city, and the time had come for
them to move to another city. By this
time, the Jewish population of Mashad
had reached 3000, and many of them had
established business contacts in Tehran.
Therefore, their relocation was not as
difficult. The mass migration of the
Mashadi Jews to Tehran started in 1946
and 1n a few years almost all the families
had left the city.

In Tehran and during the rule of the

By: Behrouz Dilmanian

In our world today, there are a few cities or countries that

Shah, the Jews enjoyed a period of
freedom and religious tolerance. Jews
became prosperous during this period and
started trade with other countries. More
than 10 Mashadi synagogues were
established in Tehran and a number of
Jewish schools opened during this period.
Mashadi Jews, following a tradition of
1solation, remained very close to each
other even in the free society of Tehran.

With the establishment of the State of
Israel, many Mashadi Jews emigrated to
the Jewish State, and today the majority
of the Mashadi Jews, nearly 10,000, live
in Israel. Later on some Mashadis went to
Europe and  established  Mashadi
communities 1n Hamburg, Germany, in
London and in Milan, Italy.

The recent history of the Mashadi
Jews took another turn with the Islamic
Revolution i 1979 which brought the
majority of the remaining Mashadi Jews

essings of Diversity

to the United States. At first they settled
in Kew Gardens, Queens, and as their
businesses developed, they started
migrating to the Great Neck area.

The entire history of the Mashadi
community spanned only two centuries
and the size never exceeded a few
hundred families. And yet the community
has a unique significance among the
communities of Jewish Diaspora. Unlike
the original Marranos, who after one
generation lost touch with their Jewish
past, the Marranos of Mashad survived as
Jews. Today there are 3700 Mashadi Jews
living in New York. Every member of
this cohesive community i1s proud of his
or her unique history. Every member
takes pride in belonging to a group of
people whose ancestors fought the
pressure of their surroundings, and,
against all odds, did not abandon Judaism.

We, the Jewish people, bless the miracle of creation each and every

welcome immigrants in large numbers. New York City and
the State of Israel are among them. The authorities in such
places often emphasize their pride in the rich and colorful
texture of their population. City and state leaders,
immigration officers and legal authorities stress the fact that
the mosaic of civilizations brings valuable social and
educational transformations. Each community finds
interesting qualities in the others. Each race, creed or religion
can learn a different view of life, a varied behavioral pattern
or another way of thought from the others.

In this city for instance, an American might learn from the
Chinese or the Koreans that daily work, for a dedicated man,
can last 18, not eight hours. Chinese, Koreans and Indians
may learn from Italians that there is more to life than
relentless working. Everyone may learn from the American
the ways of law and democracy, while the average American
may take a lesson or two from the mainstream Jew on the love
ot the fellow human being.

We, the people of the Middle East, feel at home wherever
we are. In the office, train, theater and in our synagogues, we
feel and behave as in our own home. We often defy the
purpose and function of official establishments. In the
Western pattern though less warmth, less family love, and
more cold, official behavior rules the home. Now, as
neighbors from different worlds, can learn something from
each other.

Eastern people value light. Our houses are designed to let
the sun pour m. Just like sunflowers, we face the sunlight.

time the sun rises or there is a full moon.

Even our religious

festivities begin with candle lighting. Our American neighbors
often make an impression to the contrary. We have often seen
people of the European origin block the daylight with heavy double
curtains drawn shut in front of miniature windows.

People of the east love children. To us a house without kids is
lifeless.

A lawn with no children playing on it lacks color and

vitality. In Eastern culture light and children are the essence of life.
But to many raised in the West, children are considered to be
detrimental to personal advancement. Some ladies avoid babies for
fear that their beautiful bodies might show signs of childbirth. In
many apartment houses, families with children are not allowed. The
Pro-Choice Movement in America put the so-called “right to
choose” above the baby’s right to life.

Who 1s to teach? Who is to learn?
American Jews find it difficult to accept “simple jobs” as

professions. Have we ever met a Jewish gardener, truck driver or
brick layer? It is a well-known fact that we occupy an unusually
high percentage of white collar jobs such as doctors, lawyers,
scholars, merchants and others; and very few of the blue collar jobs.
Our social structure 1s an inverse pyramid. We are just the opposite
of other nations in this respect. For us a good job is a job that
provides social status, not necessarily professional satisfaction or
even best pay. Many social scientists assert that such society is not
healthy and it has to change.

We hope and trust that diversity of cultures, both here and in

Israel, will produce richer and more mature societies to the benefit
of all, if we just learn to coexist with each other.
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By: Alan Helmreich

We recently received the unfortunate news of the untimely
passing of Alan Helmreich, son of Dr. and Mrs. Helmreich. Alan
was an intelligent young man who was involved with our
community both as a friend and as an onlooker. For his
Research Seminar in Race and Ethnicity in the Sociology
Department, Alan conducted a study of the Mashadi community
in New York. He interviewed numerous community members,
mostly the youth, to determine how this relatively small
immigrant community has managed to remain stable since
moving to America. The following are excerpts from his thesis.

The story of the Mashadi Jews i1s one characterized by
persecution, upheaval and chronic relocation. And yet through it

all -- a pogrom, a forced conversion, dispersion and ultimately a
mass migration from Iran -- the community has fiercely clung to
its unique way of life and worldview.

This paper will examine what has happened to the Mashadi
Jews following their arrival in the United States during the crest
of the Iranian Revolution. It will seek to look at the challenges
that American society has presented to this highly insular and
conservative people.

In tackling these issues, I have focused primarily on Mashadi
youth. Ultimately, it is the youth who are closest to the fault
lines of American society and who will determine the fate -- and
future -- of the Mashadi community. Thus, while I have tried to
come to conclusions about the Mashadi community as a whole, I
have done so by way of an analysis of Mashadi youth.

Amidst all of the adjustments and adaptation, the defining
element of the Mashadi community continues to be stability. But
why is this so? How is this relatively tiny community -- without
a great deal of substantive distinctiveness -- managing to
singularly resist the assimilationist thrust of American society?

| think I have come to something of an answer, invoking,
primarily, the centrality of the values of family as well as
materialism 1n Mashadi culture. Further, the community's
occupational structure is by no means an incidental issue. When
community members spend their days in much the same way,
general agreement over values, priorities, communal policies,
even perhaps matters of taste and temperament, seems likely to
take hold. But more than that, with certain lucrative industries 1n
the hands of the parents, there seems to be a certain generational
bargaining chip which might be used to uphold stability. When
this type of parental bargaining chip is augmented by the
communal values of family cohesion and materialism, a potent
network of stabilizing forces is put in place.

And yet one senses there is more to Mashadi cultural
preservation than that, something ineffable which perhaps cannot
be captured though sociological analysis. It's as if deep down the
Mashadis know they have something beautiful, unique and
precious and they simply do not want to take too many chances

Mashadi Youth at the Crossroads,

Stability Amidst Change

Allan Helmreich 1974 - 1998

with it -- even if that sometimes means cutting themselves off
from the best the outside world has to offer These dynamics will
be further discussed when we analyze the Mashadi community's
staying power more closely.

Mashadi Culture and Values

The Mashadi community established itself in New York, and
in a relatively short time began to prosper economically. Just as
the community was gaining a stronger economic foothold 1n this
country as the nineteen eighties wore on, threats to the Mashadi
culture and way of life began cropping up. Many of these threats
emanated from developments affecting the community's youth.

When approaching the issue of Mashadi culture, mitially I
was a bit confused. 1 could not quite make it out. What was
distinct about 1t? How was Mashadi culture different from, say,
Tehrani culture? Indeed, some Mashadis themselves had
problems with the issue. When I asked M.B., 23, what 1s distinct
about Mashadi culture, she responded, "That's a damn good

question.”
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[ decided to assume culture simply to be the sum total of a
community's traits, beliefs, values, behavioral patterns and
customs. When assessed under these guidelines, Mashadi culture
1S 1n fact robust and substantial.

Mashadi Togetherness

Perhaps the most distinctive element of Mashadi culture is its
extremely cohesive and close-knit nature. I found that Mashadis
primarily mingle with other Mashadis, work in Mashadi
businesses, attend all Mashadi synagogues, go to all Mashadi
celebrations and completely immerse themselves in the life of
their community, often to the exclusion of everyone.

There are obvious benefits to this communal cohesion and
solidarity. To image what they are, just think of what it would be
like to have 4,000 close relatives. To appreciate the downside of
this cohesion, however, imagine what it would be like to have
4,000 close relatives. To an extent, Mashadis appreciate that
with therr community's cohesiveness comes good and bad.
When asked what the best thing about being Mashadi is, M.B.
replied, "You are never alone." But when asked what the worst
thing 1s, the response was the same: "You are never alone." On
the whole, though, Mashadi youth viewed the tight-knit nature of
their community in positive terms, citing the mutual support in
the community as well as certain intangible factors: "Everybody
Just supports each other -- emotionally, financially, they are there
to lift you up." Said H.K., 27.

What are drawbacks to the intense, almost claustrophobic
nature of the community? One seems to be that, in effect, there
1S no privacy. "You can't hide as a Mashadi" said M.B. "You
can't get away from it." Gossip appears to be a significant
problem. "Things that are so small get blown up into such big
things, and you get disgusted by the community." Observed H.K.

On some level, the communal patterns of cohesion and
solidarity can perhaps be linked to the Mashadi community's
unique history. It might be that the psychological realities
formed while living a clandestine existence as practicing Jews
simply stuck, resulting in a sort of permanent siege mentality.
Perhaps A.D., 45, had it right when he said: "Persecution forced

us to stick together and we just became accustomed to thinking
that way."

All in the Family

Clearly, the fact that the community is truly one big family --
a tribe really-- lends itself to greater cohesion and solidarity. But
further strengthening the ties is the intense value the Mashadis
place on family itself. Says H.H.: "The family is what teaches
you your values, the family is what does everything for you."
Family bears on every aspect of Mashadi life, and especially the
life of Mashadi youth. It determines where youth attend college,
where they wind up living, what careers they choose (or fail to

choose), whom they marry as well as perhaps their overall
worldview.

"After The Buck"

The Mashadi community is very much oriented towards
financial success and material possessions. A number of the
Mashadis I spoke to did not hesitate in expressing their
misgivings about the community's level of materialism.
"Mashadis are very much into clothing labels, what people are

wearing." Lamented M.B.

For some Mashadis I spoke to, the community's materialism
went hand in hand with their undervaluing of education. As D.H.
put it: "A lot of people are very materialistic. It's not a very
cultured community." M.B. recounted the difficulties she used to
have convincing older members of the community of the worth
of going to college. "I said it was an investment. And they said
somebody could be working for four years and making a lot of
money.” And, mm D.H.'s words, "Our community is more
mercantile oriented --going out and making a buck. Higher
education is not emphasized."

Materialism in the Mashadi community seemed to be the
communal trait that Mashadis most liked to criticize. But at the
same time, masmuch as it is largely materialism, which is
causing young Mashadis to go into the family business as
opposed to, careers, the high value Mashadis place on money and
acquisition may be a key to communal stability.

"We are Traditional'

A.D. described his community's level of religious observance
in the following way: "We are traditional. Everyone keeps
kosher in their homes, but they'll eat dairy out (in non-kosher
restaurants). About twenty percent is Shomer Shabbat."

On the whole, Mashadi religious observance seems roughly
in line with that of other Jews of Middle Eastern origin, which is
to say 1t 1s traditional, as opposed to textual. Hence Mashadis are
not apt to be overly concerned with the minutiae of Jewish law;
and instead they might view rituals in a more totalistic way,
perhaps as opportunities to preserve family and communal
cohesion.

Mashadis are also fiercely Zionistic. This may be in part due
to the fact that virtually all Mashadis have close relative living in
Israel. However the Mashadis' Zionism may also be due to the
community's experience living under oppressive Islamic rule.

The older generation -- those who came of age in Iran seem
to be just as Zionistic. As L.B. recounted, "In Iran, whenever we
saw anything about Israel, saw an Israeli flag, we would jump for

JOY.

T'he Challenge of the Youth

The Mashadi community arrived on these shores and set out
to implement a culture and value system that had been in place
for generations. But American society does not always make this
an easy chore. Even though the community prospered
financially, and even though the Mashadis did their utmost to
seclude themselves from the larger society, contact and even
immersion in American culture was inevitable, particularly for
the youth. While perhaps the older generation could lead a life
circumscribed by their commute on the Long Island Railroad,
their business dealings during the day -- often with other
Mashadis -- and the families they came home to at night, the
youth did not have this luxury, as it were. The youth had to
attend American elementary schools and high schools (as of yet.
no Mashadi schools exist) later enroll in American colleges,
watch American movies and TV, socialize with American youth.
read American textbooks and novels -- in short become
socialized and acculturated as Americans.
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Love and Marriage

To many Mashadis, marrying within the community is
virtually synonymous with being a Mashadi and, at the very
least, integral to preserving the community's unique culture.
From this belief flows a highly constraining set of communal
norms that extend not only to marriage but consequently to
dating as well. And yet, things are starting to change.

While dating outside the community i1s still the exception,
according to people whom I interviewed, it 1s going on more and
more. For now, it is happening mainly on the sly, behind closed
doors. But 1t seems that certain realities within the community
are pushing the entire i1ssue of dating -- as well as marriage -- to
the forefront of communal discourse.

In the past, it might not have mattered how well prospective
mates knew each other to begin with. If the families deemed it to
be a good match based on factors such as family reputation and
wealth, then so it was. Today, however, American culture has
taught Mashadi youth to be more selective.

"It used to be people were only concerned with the family.
Now people want all of that but they want to fall in love first."
H.K. explammed. "They want compatibility, even appropriate
families, but they also want to fall in love.

For those Mashadis dismayed by the marriage prospects
within their own immediate community, the favored option is
still to choose from other Mashadi communities around the world
-- particularly the Milanese Mashadi. But it appears that it is
only a matter of time before this "source" runs dry. When this
happens, Mashadis may have to reassess one of the most central
tenets of their culture and belief system. The taboo against
marrying outsiders.

The community continues to be characterized by the norms of
dating and marriage established by the older generation. The
instance of Mashadi "intermarriage" still remains extremely low.
Each Mashadi to whom I posed the question of "intermarriage"

indicated that he or she had every intention of marrying another
Mashada.

The Feminine Mystique, Mashadi Style

The shifts in dating and marriage patterns are most likely
intertwined with larger shifts in the way women are starting to be
viewed by this highly patriarchal and traditional culture. It is in
the area of women's 1ssues where Mashadi culture might diverge
most precipitously from American culture. In a sense, then, the
role of women may be the realm where Mashadis -- including
Mashadi youth -- have some of the most "catching up" to do.
But change 1s undeniably happening. One might even say that a
quiet feminist revolution 1s taking place among the young
women -- and young men -- of the Mashadi community.

H.K. explained: "Gurls are free now. There is no 'age' to get
married. They are doing whatever they want. They are going
out with their American friends from college. They go to NYU
and Hofstra. There's been so much change -- more in the girls
that the guys. It used to be, man was man and woman was
woman. In the past ten years things have changed a lot. Now a
Mashadi girl won't marry some big fat guy just because he 1is
rich. Mashadi men don't even want girls to just sit at home
anymore. They want them to have careers" he asserted.

Mashadi women are covering 1n just a few years the kind of
ground which the American women's movement took a

generation or more (o traverse. Yet because the essential
patriarchal apparatuses are still in place, it remains to be seen just
how far such change can go.

A Shot of Reality

For several years now, the norm has been for young
Mashadis to attend college. At first it was mainly the men, but
now almost all Mashadi women attend college as well. In
addition, while the majority of Mashadis still attend local New
York colleges, more and more are starting to go away. "It's a
shot of reality." Said H.H., describing his experience attending
NYU. "You see that there 1s so much greatness in the larger
culture."

Among the "things" which Mashadi youth appear to be
bringing in are new attitudes about careers as well as shifting
views on education itself. "It's becoming more of a trend to be a
professional,” said D.H.

Occupational Stability

Just how far-reaching these trends really are, however, 1s

highly debatable.
D.H. pointed out, "change is happening so slowly your

wouldn't event notice it." And if i1t's happening at all, it 1s yet a
long way from fundamentally altering the Mashadi way of life.
In a sense, the more things change in the Mashadi community,
the more they seem to stay the same.

"Yes, they're going to college. But they try to get through it
as fast as they can. They take business courses and work in their
father's business on the side."

Almost like clockwork, upon graduation, Mashadi men enter
the family business full time (as opposed to part time while they
were 1n school.) Of the 13 Mashadis whom I interviewed there
was not one professional among them, and majority of the males
were 1n the jewelry business.

Nouveau Religious

For the most part, the generation of Mashadis who
immigrated to this country in the late seventies were traditionalist
in their religious orientation -- but not Orthodox. Yet like many
other traditionalist Jews, they often favored Orthodox day school
education for their children. The result has been another locus of
change -- and at times tension as well.

The source of religious tension seems to have been those
Mashadi youth educated in the Orthodox day schools, where
children are mmplicitly taught that their parents' less than
Orthodox lifestyle is religiously unacceptable.

A.D. cited "religious polarization" taking place in the
Mashadi community as a source of concern. On the wholc,
however, it did not appear to be Orthodoxy per se which M.B. or
A.D. were suspicious of, but rather the more zealous and "right
wing" strains of Orthodoxy.

On some level, these changes in the Mashadi community can
be linked to the Orthodox community's greater orientation
towards outreach in recent years -- that is, seeking out less
observant Jews and educating them in Orthodox observance.
[ronically though, the move towards Orthodoxy among the
Mashadis might also be linked to the relatively tolerant and
liberal nature of American society. Simply put, Orthodoxy was
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not really an option in Iran.

Stability Amidst Change

We have looked at several areas of change in depth -- dating
and marriage, the role of women, education and careers as well
as religion. But i each case, when we look perhaps more
deeply, all of these instances of change appear to be outweighed
by even greater stability. D.H. may have put it most succinctly
when he said: "I don't think it's a change in the sense of
everything falling apart. It's simply adapting to the culture that
we are 1n."

Conformity

There 1s one more element of the Mashadi community that
should also be discussed: conformity. Conformity seems to be
sine qua non with being Mashadi, and it seems that the role of
conformity in Mashadi culture must be incorporated into any
thorough analysis of the community.

With all the American values making inroads into Mashadi
culture - some with more success than others -- the value of
individuality seems to be having a particularly hard time taking
hold. This is true among the youth as well as older people.
When Mashadi youth do things, they invariably do them in
waves and droves. M.B.'s way of describing her community is
telling: Talking about where Mashadi youth go to school, she
said "A few years ago they all went to Queens College. Then it
was Hofstra, now 1t's NYU." Furthermore, Mashadi gatherings
seem very much to be opportunities to check if one is keeping up
with the Jones -- or the Hakimians or the Etessamis or the
Kamalis. As L.B. explains: "You go to synagogue and see your
friends, someone your own age has bought a million dollar home,
and so you have to do the same." This, of course provided you
can afford it. "There 1s peer pressure among Mashadis unlike
any other community," said L.B.

Mashadi Magic:
Family and Finances

As we have been hinting at all along, it is family and finances
which are the critical elements holding the community together,
the glue binding the generations. Taken together, Family and
Finances amount to the Mashadi Magic.

When we say "finances" we are referring to the central role of
money and material acquisition in Mashadi culture; when we say
"family" we are referring to the extremely family oriented
lifestyle of the Mashadi community.

In the Mashadi community, the parents' generation controls
the sources of communal wealth in the form of lucrative and
remunerative family businesses. In any community this would
amount to a significant source of leverage. But due to the high
premium Mashadis place on wealth as well as the high value that
they place on familial relationships, the leverage which familial
control of the sources of wealth provides is especially significant.
This leads to communal stability in a number of ways:

With regards to dating and marriage, for instance, it is mainly
the elders -- not so much the youth themselves -- who are
insistent on the issue of marrying only other Mashadis. And
because of the tremendous leverage that the parents have, the
Mashadi youth may be more apt to obey. With dire emotional

(owing to the intensity of family bonds) as well as perhaps
financial consequences to pay, is there really a point to rocking,
the boat?

This same sort of leverage allows the older generation to have
a say over where their offspring will live. Although the pressure
may not be overt, the financial resources at the parents' disposal
may make Mashadi youth think twice before moving out - or
away - against their parent's wishes.

The older generation has an inordinate amount of say.
Because the older generation is essentially conservative in
orientation, this virtually ensures the great stability we see with
respect to dating and marriage and patterns of residence. Even
more profoundly, though, the forces of family and finances are
insuring tremendous stability in the employment path chosen by
Mashadi youth. In a sense, if a Mashadi youth opts for a
profession and turns his back on the family business, he violates
two communal norms: on the one hand he is passing up the
chance at easy access to fast money -- something at odds with the
materialistic Mashadi culture. At the same time, such a person is
undermining the intense familial bonds so central to Mashadi life
by spurning the family run business.

But even more to the point, perhaps, is that when a Mashadi
young man shuns the business routec in favor of the professions,
he 1s harming his chances at finding a desirable mate. Because
of the materialism of the community, a twenty- five year old
Mashadi jeweler who has been earning money for a few years is
considered to be better merchandise than, say, a struggling first
year medical resident. All the while, a young person who opts
out of the family business must also contend with the familial
ramifications of doing so. All things considered, it is an
undertaking reserved only for those with tremendous resolve.

All in the Family:
""You are Never Alone'"

As sociological analysis cannot quite tell the whole story,
something still seems to be missing from the picture. There is
something elusive and ethereal, almost mystical abut being
Mashadi that deals more in the emotional and psychological
realm that the sociological. H.K. tried to explain it by telling me
how the community reacted when his sister became ill while the
family was vacationing in Florida. "People took off from their
vacations and came to the hospital to visit. There were people
my sister never even met." This response to his sister's illness by
other Mashadis confirmed for H.K. the notion that as a Mashadi
"You are never helpless... . There is this security." Or, as H.H.
put 1t: as a Mashadi "you are never alone."

Perhaps more than social control, economic factors, even
family ties, what will preserve Mashadi communal stability in the
years to come 1s the desire among the youth to cling to these
Intangible yet highly potent psychological goods. Deep down,
Mashadis, including the youth, might sense that if the community
eases 1ts restrictive and insular norms, the Mashadis will lose
their distinctness and 1dentity and become like everyone else.
And then, perhaps, gone will be the warm feeling that comes
with knowing you have 4,000 close relatives and friends.

For now, though, to hear H.H. tell it, Mashadis appear to be
sitting pretty: "To be Mashadi," he informs me "is the best thing
that could happen to anyone."
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Getting Back to Work, Moms

By: Nora Ebrani

The New York Times Magazine
dedicated one of its recent issues to what
"status" means to different people. Each
in a series of articles analyzed how
“status” depends on different factors such
as an individual’s age, cultural
background, profession or demography.

Status symbols differ depending on
the community you live in. For Orthodox
Jews, status 1s studying, studying and
more studying; for math and science
researchers, writing a paper with a big
shot; for a psychiatrist, really getting
inside a head; for surters, getting a key to
Califormia's best private beach; for
contemporary painters, having your work
displayed in the MoMA; for vegetarians,
eating raw food; for the Nineties’ nouveau
riche, getting what you want in a snap;
for retirees, still having a valid driver's
license.

And last but not least, one of the
articles concluded, status for an eight
year-old 1s a stay-at-home mom. In a
society in which 70 percent of all mothers
work, to have a stay-at-home mom for
door to door pick-ups and drop-offs from
school and after school activities as well
as a home-cooked meal every night means
a lot. How many young children do you
know that boast about their working
moms? Who wouldn't mind full-time
service from a loving mother? However,
how many of these young children want
to be a stay-at-home mom when they
grow up”?

Children are narcissists from birth
by nature, meaning that they think they
are the center of the universe. As they
grow up, they learn about other beings
around them. And the older they get, they
acquire a better understanding of their
position 1n the family, their community
and society as a whole.

Almost everyone in my generation
had a stay-at-home mom. As hectic as my
work schedule 1s today, I stayed home
with my daughter for the first few years.
There 1s a balance between work and
home. Children do not need to have a
mother to please them every minute of the
day. Don't worry about your eight-year-
olds losing their “status.” A lot of women
today work part-time, start an at-home

business, go back to school, become
active 1n family businesses, or share a job
with a friend. It 1s very difficult, but not
impossible, to find the right balance to
spend enough time at home and at the
same time live a productive life outside
your home. In the long run, even your
children will be proud of your
accomplishments.

The first few months of work are
generally the hardest. Don not let this
adjustment period wear you out. If
possible, start with short hours and add
later. Furthermore give your children
time to adjust. Spend quality time with
them after work. Tell them about your
job. Take them to work with you if you
can and let them see what you do. Tell
them that you love them, but your job
means a lot too. Use this time to teach
your children to become more
independent and do things for themselves,
their siblings and do chores around the
house. They could even make money by
doing so.

Status for an eight-year-old may be a
stay-at-home mom, but children don't stay
eight-year-olds forever. They grow and,
as they grow they become more and more
proud of their working moms.

Some Tips on Getting Back
into the Work Force:

e Education and Specialized

Traming

A college education, though it may
be the best gift a woman could give to
herself, could take years for someone with
children and household responsibilities to
complete. However, a lot of schools offer
specialized training, such as computer

workshops, that enable people to find jobs
easily.

e Resumes and Letters of

Retference

Today, good jobs with good salaries
are scarce. For every good position that
becomes available, hundreds of people
apply. The only people who get an
interview are those with outstanding
resumes. Make your resume look good.
Include a lot of your positive
characteristics. Make it look professional.
Get other people to read it. Get outside
help if you need it. In addition, find three
people who know you well and like you
to write letters of recommendation for
you.

e Good Interview Skills

Dress up for the position you're
applying for. Sell yourself by convincing
the interviewer that you would be the very
best person for the job. Modesty doesn't
take you anywhere on an interview.

Confidence 1s the key. You have to
believe you are the best and you have to
make the interviewers believe it.

e Good Connections

Get to know people. A lot of times
knowing the right people in the right
places will get you the job. Don't be shy
to tell people that you're looking for a job.
[t's called "networking" and it just might
pay off.
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Dear Editors:

I would like to congratulate the Central Board members on
their comprehensive end of term report, especially the part
entitled “A Thanks to the Community.” There 1s an old story
that 1s very applicable to our community experience over the past
several years.

It 1s told that there was once a widowed old man who had
thrcc sons and also thrce prccious belongings. The first was a
flying carpet that could take its owner anywhere in the world.
The second was a magic globe that had the power to show
anything that was happening anywhere. The third was a miracle
apple, one bite of that would cure any 1llness known to mankind.
When the time came for the old man to pass away, he
bequeathed each of the above 1tems to his sons respectively.

[t came to pass that there was very rich Maharaja in India
who had one daughter. This daughter had been inflicted with a
mysterious disease that could not be cured by all the doctors
around the world. So, in desperation, the Maharaja let it be
known that any man who could cure his daughter would receive
half of his vast fortune and also receive the daughter’s hand in
marriage.

So the three brothers decided to go and help the Maharaja’s
daughter. The one with the magic globe found out exactly where
she lived. The one with the flying carpet took the three brothers
to her home. And finally, the one with the miracle apple let her
have a healthy bite, which cured her of her i1llness immedaiately.

It was now the Maharaja’s turn to honor his commitment.
The part about dividing half of his fortune equally among the
three brothers was easy to settle. But how do you wed one
princess to three brothers? The Maharaja sought a council of
Wise Men to recommend a solution.

The recommendation was unanimous. The girl should marry
the third brother, the one with the miracle apple. The reasoning

was simple. The brother with the globe and the one with the
carpet still had the full use of their possession, but the brother

with the apple had lost part of his wealth, namely the apple.

As I mentioned 1n the beginning, this story is very applicable
to our community. Those of us who planned and built our
synagogue 1n Great Neck did not lose any part of our knowledge
or experience. But those of our community who gave from their
fortune and wealth lost something tangible. They are the ones

who should truly receive our collective thanks.
Name Withheld

Dear Megillah Editors:

Even Uncontested Village Elections Are Important:

In the summer of 1998, a group of young Mashadi
individuals clashed with the police and the general public while
standing on Middle Neck Road in the Plaza. Soon after, I
received a call from the Mayor of the Village of Great Neck
Plaza, Robert Rosegarten. He was extremely irritated by the
selfish and disrespectful attitude that some of our youth display
in town.

[ suggested to him that two blocks of Middle Neck Road
should be closed down every week so that people could walk
freely on Saturday afternoons. He liked the idea in principle but
he stated that the 150 people who vote for him and keep him in
power may disagree, as they are residents who like the status
quo. He suggested that if at least 20 people 1 our community
would vote for him, he could inform regular supporters that part
of his constituent wants two blocks closed off for at least 15% of
the year. Unfortunately, even though the Mayor addressed our

community during a minyan at Colbeh one week before Village
elections and all Mashadi registered voters were called to vote,

only two people voted.

He called me three days after the election to inform me of the
small turnout. As a consequence, he stated we should not expect
any street closings in the near future. But it's all in our hands. It
iIs my hope that our community would take Village elections

more seriously even though most of them are uncontested.
Alfred Dilamani

l'or parties, gifts or as a decor
In your own home

Dried Flowers by:

DALIDA NAMDAR
516-487-3138 516-487-4743
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Are they as safe as you think?

Have you ever had the feeling that whenever you enjoy
something, it turns out to be bad for your health? Unfortunately,
that 1s the case with cigar smoking. Although people are
bombarded with information about the dangers of cigarette
smoking, very little has been said about the dangers of cigar
smoking. Recently, due to a variety of advertising campaigns,
cigar smoking has gained popularity, not only with men, but with
women as well.

Some facts about the dangers of cigar smoking, as
provided by the American Cancer Society:

1. Carcinogens and cancer-producing chemicals found in
cigarettes are also found 1n cigars. All tobacco users are five
to ten times more likely to get cancer of the mouth or throat
than non-smokers.

2. Cancer death rates among men who smoke cigars are 34%
higher than among non-smokers.

3.

The rate of lung cancer among cigar smokers is three times
that of non-smokers.

Cigar smokers have four to ten times the risk of dying from
laryngeal, oral and esophageal cancer as non-smokers.

Inhalation 1s not necessary to cause damage.

Cigar smokers incur the risk of cancer of the lip, tongue and
mouth as much as cigarette smokers.

Smoke condensates from cigars actually contain more
carcinogens than condensates from cigarettes.

The concentration of tar and nicotine 1s much higher in
cigars than in cigarettes.

And for those simply 1n the vicinity of a cigar smoker, you
should be aware that exposure to second-hand cigar smoke
carries more of a risk than exposure to second-hand cigarette
smoke.
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Managing Risk

By: Payam Hakimi

Given the stock market turbulence of recent months, many
people are wondering if they should shift their stock market
money into bonds, CDs, or money market accounts. The simple
response 1s: Hold your course. But the course you chose while
the market was rocketing upward may not match your true
tolerance for mvestment risk. In other words, are you feeling
more nervous now that the ride has gotten bumpier? If so, it’s
time for a very natural reaction. But is your nervousness keeping
you awake at night or making you more likely to dump assets
when prices are lower? For many, that would be a big mistake.

Whatever your level of anxiety, from none to nail-biting,
remember that your equity investments should be, by definition,
long-term money. This would include retirement and perhaps
college education assets, assuming your children’s college
enrollment 1s more than five years away. Money earmarked for
short-term goals, such as a new house two or three years from
now or a new car, typically should not be in the stock market at
all. In order to determine your tolerance for risk you need to ask
yourself the following questions:

What is your age?

This 1s the first question because younger investors have a
longer time horizon for goals, such as retirement and college
costs, and can usually take on more investment risk. The idea of
risk 1s quite different from the gut-wrenching jolt of seeing
account values melt away. No one enjoys that, even those who
can console themselves with the i1dea that they are buying assets
on the cheap as these periodic meltdowns occur. But younger
investors should be able to live with the ups and downs of a
relatively volatile investment because they expect to receive a
higher rate of return over time. Retirees are typically more
conservative because they have a shorter time horizon and can’t
afford major losses.

In how may years will you begin to use your investment
assets?

Different people have different goals. One 40 year old
expects to work to age 70; another wants to retire at age 55. One
35 year old has a 10-year-old child; another has a newborn. And
some retirees will refrain from tapping retirement investments
until five years after retirement begins. Again, the idea is to find
out what your goals are so you can more accurately gauge your
tolerance for risk.

How much do you expect your investments to grow in the
next 5-10 years?

Are your expectations realistic? For instance, what if you
said: “I expect to earn 20% per year.” Sorry, that’s just not
realistic. True, it has happened with large stocks over the past
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three years, but this period has been far from ordinary.
Historically, stocks have outperformed bonds by almost 7% per
year, and cash by almost 11% per year. If we look at stocks in
any 10-year period out of the last 50 years, we can see that in the
best 10 years stocks returned an average of 20% per year, while
the worst 10 saw an average return of 1.2% per year. If we look
at stocks 1n any one year period, the highest return was 52.6% (in
1954), and the lowest was -26.5% (in 1974). Keep in mind that a
stock only portfolio has a much greater risk of loss over the
short-term than a well-diversified portfolio including cash and
bonds.

Over the last three years, the average return on the S&P 500
stocks has been 31%. Is i1t reasonable to expect to make that
return consistently over the next 20 year? No. Lets look at the
last 50 years for U.S. stocks and 27 years for foreign stocks:
Over that time frame, cash equivalents have returned 5% per
year, short term government bonds 6%, large stocks 13.2%,
small 15.1% and foreign 12.9%. So why not put everything in
small stocks? Because you probably would have to ride out
some pretty bad and long stretches along the way. For instance,
many small stocks have been in a tailspin so far in 1998, even as
many large caps have continued their Bull run. It’s difficult to
predict which markets are gomng to perform well in any given
year.

Experience tells us that the best way to strike a balance
between risk and return 1s to diversify among stocks, bonds and
cash. You’ll also want to diversify to some extent within each
category. Your stock portfolio, for instance, should contain a
mix of large, small and foreign stocks.

What is the longest time frame you are willing to sustain a
loss position on your total portfolio?

So you’d have no problem with an overall loss lasting over
four years, eh? Are you sure about that? Most of us have a
much lower threshold of pain. The majority of stock market
losses historically have been recouped within a year, but there
have been years when losses took several years to rebuild.

So what’s your real tolerance for risk? If you’ve felt the itch
to rejigger your investments over the past months because of
market fluctuations, or even because you’re just concerned that
your holding’s aren’t fully diversified, you may be taking on
more risk than you should.
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T'ne Yom Kippur War

A Time Line

XX QOctober 6, 1973 XX

Egypt and Syria launch a coordinated attack on Israeli
positions along the Suez Canal and in the Golan Heights.
Egyptian troops cross the Canal, secure a beachhead in the
eastern portion of the Sinai1 Desert, breaching Israel's Bar-Lev
line. Synian troops defeat Israeli forces on Mt. Hermon in
Northern Israel.

XX October 7, 1973X%X

Syria captures most of the southern portion of the Golan
Heights.

XX October 8, 1973 XX

Israel launches its first counter-attack against Egypt, which is

unsuccessful. The Soviet Union supplies additional arms to
Syria and Egypt.

XX October 9, 1973%X

Against orders, Reserve Maj. Gen. Ariel Sharon launches a
counter-attack against Egyptian forces in the Canal area.
Sharon's actions lead to moves for his dismissal.

X October 9, 1973 XX

U.S. Jewish leader Max Fisher urges President Richard Nixon
in a meeting at the White House to " "Please send the Israelis
what they need." That night, Nixon tells Israeli Prime Minister
Golda Meir that ""All your aircraft and tank losses will be
replaced.”

XX October 10, 1973 XX

Washington authorizes an airlift of military supplies to Israel
after the Soviet Union sends additional arms to Egypt. Israel
successfully attacks Egyptian troops that had moved out of
range of their protective surface-to-air-missile umbrella. Israel
has recaptured most of the territory in the southern Golan.

XX Qctober 11, 1973%X

[srael attacks Syria from its positions on the Golan Heights.
The Soviet Union's ambassador to the United States, Anatoly
Dobrynin, tells U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger that
Soviet airborne forces are on the alert to defend Damascus.

Kissinger warns Dobrynin that if the Soviet forces sent troops
to the Middle East, the United States would as well.

XX October 12-13, 1973 XX
The United States sends additional arms shipments to Israel.

XX October 14, 1973 %X

In one of the largest tank-to-tank battles ever fought, Israel is
estimated to have lost ten tanks, the Egyptians anywhere from
250 to 300. Iraq and Jordan send troops to the Golan, in
response to appeals for assistance from Syria.

XX October 16, 1973 XX

The first Israeli troops cross the Suez Canal. Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat asks the Soviet Union to convene the United Nations
and seek a cease-fire.

XX October 17, 1973 XX

Ten Arab member nations of the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) announce they will cut oil production
until Israel withdraws from Arab territory captured during the 1967
Six-Day War and the rights of the Palestinian people are "restored."
The embargo was not completely lifted until March 1974.

XX October 20, 1973 XX
Israeli forces reach within ten miles of Damascus.

XX October 21, 1973 XX

Israeli forces, led by reserve Maj. Gen. Avraham Adan, encircle the
Egyptian Third Army. Forces led by Sharon take up positions less
than 40 miles from Cairo.

XX October 22, 1973 XX

[srael overtakes all Syrian positions on Mt. Hermon. The United
Nations adopts Security Council Resolution 338, which calls for an
immediate cease-fire, the implementation of Security Resolution
242, which called for an exchange of land for peace and
negotiations between the "parties concerned” aimed at establishing
a "just and durable peace."

XX October 23, 1973 XX

Fighting continues despite the cease-fire. The United Nations
Security Council passes Resolution 339, which restated the group's
call for an immediate cease-fire and called for the dispatch of U.N.
observers to the area.

XX October 24, 1973 XX

A second cease-fire 1s put into effect, but fighting continues
between Egypt and Israel. As a result, the Soviet Union threatens
the United States that it will send troops to support the Egyptians.
The United States puts its nuclear forces on a higher alert. The
Soviet Union withdraws its threat the following day.

XX October 28, 1973 XX
Israeli and Egyptian military leaders meet to implement the cease-
fire at Kilometer 101 marker in the Sinai. It is the first meeting
between military representatives of the two countries in 25 years.
Israel has lost roughly 2,500 soldiers, Syria 3,500. Egyptian
casualties are unknown.
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The Fork: Left or Right?

Some thoughts on growing up
By: David Kamali

We grow up in a world that seems immaculate. There
couldn’t be a thing wrong. Even when you watch the updates of
the Gulf War on television, you don’t understand any of it. You
don’t understand that people are dying or, even if you did, you
wouldn’t understand the significance of it. But as you grow, you
begin to experience vicarious emotion and it becomes more real
to you than ever before.

The beginning of these overpowering emotions usually
begins around the ages of 12 or 13 and continues until about the
ages of 17 or 18. An extremely overwhelming
experience I had as an adolescent was the
reality of drugs, smoking and drinking. You
are 12 years old and your older friends tell you
about high school and about drugs and
smoking and stuff. You watch television
shows that bring up those topics, but it seems
like those are just 1solated cases i some “hick™
or “slum” town. The truth of the matter 1s that
as soon as you get into high school, you realize
that 1t’s real, right there smack-dab in front of
you. It’s no longer just something you joke
about.  You might say something about
someone jokingly and find out the next day that what you said

child and all of the disadvantages of being an adult and none of
the advantages of either. For instance, you get into a fight with
your brother or sister...your mom or dad says, “he’s a baby, and
you are old enough to behave like an adult.” Then you say, “so
can I have my own car.” They say, “Sure, when you’re old
enough,” or, "Sure, if you pay for it.” You can do all the hard
work 1n the house without getting paid for it; then, if you want to
stay out late or buy your own things, the answer 1s always,
"NO!" These years can be one of the toughest stages of life.
And 1if anyone says, "These are the happiest
years of your life,” you’ll probably be
wondering 1if 1t could possibly get worse from
here on. They’ll probably just be saying that to
make you feel better, but the truth 1s when the
whole adolescence deal is over, you’ll see that
you had fun and you’ll wish 1t would last
longer. It’s a time for you to face reality, but at
the same time, you don’t pay the consequences
for your mistakes. Consider it a grace period!

about that person is true. You are gorged with questions and
longing for answers that will only satisfy a false sense of
security. There 1s no way you can avoid such strong reality.
Another perplexing part of adolescence 1s accepting the
changes that are occurring and will occur. You will notice that
your friend’s personality will change and you might or might not
like the change, but the fact of the matter 1s that you must accept
these changes. These changes usually distinguish your true

friends from your so-called friends.

You will learn that you have a lot more freedom and all of
this power at once could be very overwhelming. You must learn
that this freedom is a privilege and shouldn’t be used carelessly.
Along with the freedom comes the responsibility to make the
right choices. These choices aren’t just what to wear or which
clothes to buy, but who you choose to hang out with, what you
choose to do and where you choose to go. Being at the wrong
place at the wrong time 1s something you’ll probably encounter.
You have to constantly remind yourself that you could be at risk
for a bad situation. There were times where I got into major
trouble simply for being at the wrong place at the wrong time,
but I did know in the beginning that I was at risk for this trouble.
You do have the choice of where you are and who you hang out
with, which can keep you out of trouble or put you in a load of it.

Because 1it’s difficult to see your own changes, you only
notice the changes that are taking place among your peers. You
begin noticing changes in a person and you might make fun of
them or just feel jealous of them. You don’t realize that you
have or will be going through very similar changes as well.

But the biggest part and possibly the worst part of
adolescence 1s that you have all the disadvantages of being a

Viewpointy 29

The Mashadi Teen Club is proud to have
organized our first issue of Viewpoints. We
are very honored to be given this
responsibility. We hope we can make this
section more exciting and appealing to
everybody in our community. For our first
Issue, It was decided that the youth send In
samples of their creative writing. The MTC
thought this would be a good way to express
to our fellow community members what the
youth have on their minds. Please join us and
share your thoughts In order to continue
making each issue more interesting.
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The Good Old Days

By: Todd Hakimi

There are few moments in a person’s life when he is
given an opportunity to share a memorable experience from
the past. I am thankful for this opportunity. In sharing this
experience, I am hopeful that people will not only learn but
possibly grow from the story I am about to tell. My story has
to do with an old classmate of mine with who I had a very
special relationship. It 1s both heart-warming and
inspirational. Here’s how it goes.

It was on a Wednesday afternoon, right smack in the
middle of the work week when I decided to go to a nearby
Deli to grab a bite to eat. As I began searching for a place to
sit and eat, who do I run across but an old friend from Junior
High School. To protect his identity, we’ll call him "Billy."
Now keep mm mind I haven’t seen Billy in ten years. So I
wasn’t sure 1f he would remember me at all. But there was
no way I could forget him. No, Billy was different.

Billy was one of the top students, not only in my grade
but also 1n the entire school. He was an insecure fellow at
least twenty pounds lighter than everyone else in our class.
He wore thick-rirmmed glasses and a pair of pants that rode
well above his belly button. Billy tried very hard to keep to
himself. But, as you could imagine, his appearance made for
an easy target for many of his peers. Unfortunately, I was
among these peers; some might even say the ringleader.
Preying on the weak is nothing to be proud of. Obviously
you cannot justify some of the actions I would take.
However, during Junior High, we all strive to gain
acceptance from our peers. Beating on Billy was just my
way. During our formative school years I would savagely
assault Billy time after time. Beating Billy to a pulp would
give me the popularity among my classmates that I longed
for. During these beatings Billy would offer little to no
resistance. Being about five inches shorter and 27 pounds
lighter, he posed no threat to me at all. On numerous
occasions I would land blow after blow without fearing any
form of response or retaliation. It was as if I was fighting a
punching bag. But, most importantly, it did wonders for my
confidence.

So, twelve years later, to see Billy sitting by himself
eating lunch, did bring back some fond memories. As our
eyes met I felt a certain uneasiness come upon him. But I
quickly put that tension to rest by giving him a warm
greeting and seating myself directly across from him, my
lunch in hand. Billy had not changed a bit. He had the same
slender build that I remembered twelve years ago. Even his
thick-rrmmed glasses looked no different. And, most
important, Billy still seemed to emanate a sense of
awkwardness while in the presence of others. It looked to be
the same old Billy.

As we got to talking, Billy began to let loose. It took a
bit of prodding on my part but he would eventually open up
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to me. I learned he had a wife and kid. He even showed me a
picture. Soon Billy would go on about how happy he was with not
only his family life but also his career. As he did this, my mind
began to drift. I looked at his face and remembered the good old
days. I noticed Billy had a small gash right below his eye. Could
this be the same gash I gave him in the school library, when I
blind-sided him with a clean right cross, shattering his eye glasses
and rendering him unconscious? My attention shifted to his nose
where I couldn’t help but notice how crooked it was. Could this
be my doing? Instantly I flashed back to the time my friends and I
came across Billy lying down by himself on the school lawn
reading a book. At that particular moment I couldn’t help myself
from dropping my knee right on the bridge of his nose, leaving
him lying in a pool of his own blood. Oh, there was no doubt we
had some good times. But that was all behind us.

Billy had turned into a chatterbox. After telling me how
rewarding his life had been up to now, both spiritually and
financially, he would go on about some of his most recent
academic achievements. This set something off inside of me. My
heart began to race, my muscles tightened and my fist was
clenched. He spoke of how he graduated college with honors and
came ever so close to being named valedictorian. I could hardly
control myself. Billy would go on about some of the ground-
breaking work he was doing in the field of computer science (not
one of my passions). At this time I had reached my boiling point.
An altercation was inevitable. But then something came over me.
As Billy was about to go off on another tangent, I would do
something that was both out of character and admirable. Without
saying a word, I picked myself up and walked out of the Deli in
the midst of Billy’s aimless chatter.

By now you’re probably wondering about the point of this
story. Is 1t to show how I was able to exert self-control under
extreme circumstances? Or how I was able to turn the other check
and walk away from a fight despite being goaded by my
counterpart? The answer 1s no! My intent wasn’t to glorify my
actions. Instead 1t 1s to show that people do change over time.
Twelve years ago, if I was put in a similar situation, I might have
decapitated Billy. But on this day it was not to be. I wasn’t going
to let Billy lure me in. So I simply walked away. And by doing so
I proved I was the better man. Maybe Billy hasn’t changed over
the years but I know I have. i

3 O I'evet - Shevat 5759, January 1999

Reputation
By: Shirley Kashimallak

The concept of ‘'reputation' affects peoples' lives
everywhere. Reputation is someone's overall character as seen

or judged by others. In our community, too, reputation is of

great importance. Our life basically revolves around morals
and standing in society. It is very important if someone has an
extraordinary position. But on the other hand, it is
undoubtedly the end of the world for an individual if their
reputation has been destroyed. Some "categories" that make
up someone's reputation are family, attitude, education, sexual
reputation and money.

[t 1s difficult to distinguish a "good" family name from a
"bad" family name, but you arc born into knowing which is
which. There are families that are well-known for being
gossips, some who donate a lot to charity, few who are greatly
educated, some who have a lot of money and others who are
just judged as being egotistic.

Attitude 1s something that 1s determined by people who are
intelligent, academically and socially. These individuals are
very open to mankind and get to know people for who they
are. Some other people however, don't open up and sometimes

act very 1ll-mannered and overbearing to others just because of

rumors that go around about them. It is very complicated to
truly become friends with someone or to really get to know
them because of family reputation. There could be an instance
where a youngster may be a good person, but due to a poor
family reputation, many other children may be forbidden to
converse with him or her. Experience shows that if you are a
good person, and you associate with a "bad person," the
judgment made by other people is that you are precisely like
the "bad person."

In our community, dating is something that is forbidden
until the time of finding a spouse. Until the guy actually
proposes, the "rendezvous" is usually kept a secret. It sounds
ridiculous but it 1s true, and if a relationship between a couple
gets out, the next thing you know is that rumors about
marriage and a pregnancy are out. Here again, family
reputation 1s very significant in finding a companion. The
parents of a woman would most probably not allow their
daughter to marry a man from a "bad family" (and vice versa).

Reputation 1s a big matter everywhere. In certain
communities, such as our Mashadi community, reputation is
based on family, attitude, dating style and money. All these
categories correlate with each other and make up an
individual's character and together determine how he or she is
judged.
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My New Perception

Coming to Terms With

Disease Around You
By: Jasmine Hakimian

When I was younger and I watched TV or read the
newspaper, there would always be something about people
who had a disease or had been murdered. 1 would wonder
why these people got a disease or were killed. Something had
to go wrong 1n these peoples’ lives that G-d made them suffer.
How can people be so neglectful about their lives? People
have the brain capacity to know what is going on with their
lives. I used to always say to myself, “I am a very lucky
person to know what the world offers to me and I take care of
myself.” I was not aware that people that have a disease might
be trying to take care of themselves as well. Perhaps it was not
their fault.

As a kid, I had trouble talking about AIDS. It is a
malignant disease and you cannot get rid of it. It disquieted
me to see people who said that they were blissful and they had
the disease. How can you be happy that you know your life is
going to be shortened because of this disease? How come
these people do not realize how bad AIDS is? AIDS is the
most talked about topic in health education around the world.
There 1s not one person who can tell me that they got the
disease because they did not know what they were doing.
There are many warnings and people who educate you about
the peril of AIDS that it is difficult not to get the information
in your head. Why can’t people just be smart and listen, rather
than getting their lives in danger?

My observations and demeanor towards people who have
the AIDS disease changed when a girl at my Eighth Grade
graduation gave a speech about her struggle with AIDS. She
was an Intellectual and precious girl, which challenged my
theory about how someone with AIDS had to be sad. It also
called into question my belief that G-d uses this disease to
punish bad people. Instead of thinking about the time of
graduation, I cried throughout her whole speech about her
audacity to fight this disease. I kept on saying to myself,
“Why her? Why her? Why did G-d make her a victim of this
disease?” I started blaming myself for her. I was thinking
how people with the virus cannot be the same as me. It was

hard to see someone my own age and in my own school on a
downfall.

A few weeks after graduation, my perception and
temperament towards people with the AIDS virus changed
dramatically because of this girl. She said in her speech that
she did not want to be treated differently and that she wanted
people to see her as any other human being. From that
summer until now and forever, I promised myself never to
treat anyone with or without a virus differently. These simple
rules of evil and kind had guided my life as a human being, but
now I know differently.
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