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Where do we go from here?
By: Mark Karimzadeh

America the great: a land filled with wealth and riches, and
streets paved with gold. In this time of prosperity, business and
money are king, and for our own small community, things are no
different. Work, business and making money — and of course,
spending it — consume much of our daily lives. Not a minute is
spared 1n the quest for more money. From early in the morning
till late at night, any time left idle is seen as time wasted, time in
which another call could be made, another customer visited,
another sale closed, or another stock bought or sold. Everyone is
intensely devoted to the money making ethic.

Yet this intensity and attention seem to be missing when it
comes to our communal and family lives: from the top echelons
of our leadership down to the young couple who just got married,
and to the teenagers as they are maturing into young adults.

Our community leadership went through what was silently
called a coup d’état. A new younger breed of men decided to
take over the responsibility of leadership, because they claimed
the older generation of leaders was not able to run things in this
New World order. The new leaders said the community must be
run like a business, and be efficient and dynamic.

One look at the community today, and it can be said that this
new “business” 1s beginning to fail. Although it may have a
strong following in terms of numbers, it has become very weak
in its fundamentals. Seemingly, a large part of the community’s
resources have been spent on building a Synagogue in Great
Neck. That’s very commendable, and a wonderful thing. But
our community and families will not survive simply by having a
Synagogue with crystal chandeliers, gold ornaments, and marble
floors. There are so many other 1ssues in our community, issues
that have not been adequately addressed by our leadership.

The time has come for those people in community leadership
positions to stand up and be counted, and take strong actions as
and where necessary, to help bring back the community from the
brink of disaster. Our leaders must start dealing with the issues
and problems facing families and individuals.

Our great and esteemed Rabbi Eliyahu Ben-Haim whose
words have been echoed by our unique and treasured Nissim
Bassalian, has told us on several occasions that a Synagogue by
itself will not be the answer to keeping our community together.
However full our Synagogues may be on Shabbat, there 1s a
growing larger number of people who do not come to Synagogue
at all. Yet that’s only a small part of the problem. The bigger
problems are all the excessive behaviors that this great capitalist

country 1s teaching us: excessive drinking of alcohol; use of

drugs; promiscuous sexual activity, excessive gambling and
disrespectful behavior when we congregate as a group.

[t can be argued that we are a community of individuals, and
that everyone has a right to follow whatever path he or she
chooses. But the answer to this point is this: Why then is there a
need for a community? Why have a Synagogue at all? Why have
boards and committees? What 1s the whole Mashadi apparatus
for? If everyone should be left to behave as they choose, then
who needs an apparatus at all? Scrap the apparatus. Let people
associate with whomever they want, choose the lifestyle they
want, dress however they want, pray (or not pray) wherever they
want, eat whatever they want, and marry whomever they want.

However, we all know that nobody really wants to scrap the

apparatus. We all know that the Mashadi apparatus 1s here for a
reason. However, the people who lead us must periodically be
reminded of what that reason is, or they might turn blind to 1
Leaders must sometimes make unpopular decisions to stir the
community in the right direction. When the primary concern of
leaders 1s to remain popular and not hurt anyone’s feelings, then
they can no longer lead, but rather are being led by the samc
trends that affect the community. Meanwhile, the community
continues to drift away into being what American culture is
dictating us to be. MTV seems to have a bigger influence on ous
culture, than our many boards and committees do.

The reason we have a community is because we are all
Jewish. We are all one big extended family connected to cach
other, directly or indirectly. We would all like to preserve ou
culture and families, and by simple reasoning, that means we
would all like to preserve our community. To be able to do this,
we must all devote ourselves to our families just as intensely as
we devote ourselves to making that extra dollar every day.

That intensity must start with parents who raise children,
because children are our future and they are the ones who arc
most easily affected by the surrounding culture. We place so
much emphasis on getting married, as if once you get married
life’s goal has been achieved. Marriage is not the end, but rather
the beginning. Having children and raising them is not a game to
see who can dress their children in more expensive clothes and
find them the most elite group of friends. Raising children is
about teaching them about life and about our Jewish traditions.
It’s about setting an example for them in Jewish behavior which
they will proudly learn and follow. It’s about teaching them thaf
Friday night and Shabbat are a time for family and rest from
work, not for going out with friends. It’s about teaching them
manners and good behavior. It’s about teaching them how to live
a healthy way of life and not polluting their bodies with harmful
substances. Raising children 1s a 24/7 job, and no family should
rely on a school, a teacher, a rabbi, a friend, or anyone else to do
that job for them. They should take it upon themselves to devote
that intensity to raising their children.

The community leaders also have to play their part. The
various committees and boards have been lacking in their
responsibilities towards the community. Maybe now, with the
upcoming elections for a new Central Board in November, is the
time to change this. Quite recently, the Central Board put out a
call for a new spiritual leader for the youth. In their search for
such a person, they announced the following criteria: 7/is
[person] should have substantial experience in dealing with the
youth, as well as a proper background in religious and spiritual
matters. Furthermore, he/she will have to be particularly
sensitive to our community's nature and traditions (Megillah,
“Central Board Report,” July 2000).

Perhaps, candidates who wish to be elected to the next
Central Board should also be asked the following questions:
What 1s your background in community service? How much
experience do you have in dealing with the social affairs ol
children, youth and adults? How much experience do you have in
synagogue matters? Are you sensitive to our community’s
religious traditions? What 1s your background in social, religious,
and spiritual matters relating to our community?

We should not choose leaders solely based on their wealth, or
their popular peer groups. Maybe by asking these questions from
the candidates, the community will be able to choose the right
group of people who will pay more attention to the mportant
social problems our community is facing. Because if they fail to
devote their time and resources to these problems, there soon will
not be much of a community left to be led by anyone.
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Subspecialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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Central Board
Report

By: Edward Nassimi

The following i1s a report of some ol
the Central Board’s activities during the
second quarter of 2001.

Appointment of Rabbi for the

Youth of the Community

The Central Board engaged Rabbi
Hayyim Kassorla to act as the Rabb1 for
the youth and young adults of our
community. Rabbi1 Kassorla, who 1s of
Sephardic origin, received his education
at Yeshiva University and has had twenty
years of experience as a congregational
Rabbi in San Francisco and in Maryland.
Among his duties will be the supervision
of both the Young Adult and Youth
Minyans at the Mashadi Jewish Center of
Great Neck-Shaare Shalom, spiritual
advisor to the youth of the community,
advisor to the Talmud Torah Committee,

advisor to the Mashadi Youth Commuttee
and other related responsibilities.  The
Central Board feels that Rabbir Kassorla
brings a unique scet of qualifications to this

position. His appomtment was made 1n

coordination with the Synagogue Board of

the Mashadi Jewish Center of Great Neck,
as well as the community’s Religious
Council.

The Central Board welcomes Rabbi
Kassorla and hopes that this engagement
will lead to a long-term and mutually
beneficial relationship for the betterment
of our community. The Central Board
asks all community members to welcome
Rabbi Kassorla and his family who will
officially begin his duties in August, and
to helps make his transition to New York
an easy and comfortable one.

Visit by President
Moshe Katzav

Our community was honored by a
visit on June 3rd, 2001, by the President
of the State of Israel, Mr. Moshe Katzav,
who is of Iranian origin. This program
was organized by the Central Board 1n
cooperation with other Iranian
synagogues and was attended by an

mmmmmmmm

e

overflowing crowd of well over 1,200
people. Also 1n attendance and
addressing the crowd was Senator Charles
Schumer. Among the guests were various
[sraeli officials from the embassy and
consulate, the mayors of the Village of
Great Neck and Kings  Point,
Assemblyman Tom DiNapoli and a
number of other local officials, as well as
representatives of most of the synagogues
in Great Neck. All of the people 1n
attendance were moved by this
unforgettable event. The ceremony In
addition to various speeches included the
presentation of a merit plaque to President
Katzav, as well as scholarship donations
for Iranian students in Israel.
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Election Reform
The Central Board decided to make

certain improvements in the community s
election system. These 1mprovements
were based on a set of recommendations
made by a specially appomted Ilection
Reform Committee and include a
registration system whereby community
members have (o declve  which
Synagoguc board llu‘\f mtend to vole I*m'., d
code of ethics for the Supcivisory (Council
and other administiative mprovements.
The community will be wnformed about
these im]]l‘n\'rmrul'. i an mformative
package bcemg  maled  out  to all

COITII]][IIHIV house hiolay
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The permit application for the 130
Steamboat Road Project has entered its
decisive phase. Based on suggestions
made by Zoning Board members and the
public, and further analysis of our
community’s needs, additional
adjustments were made to the building
plans and submitted to the Board. It 1s
hoped that this permit process will come
to a successful conclusion within the next
few months.

At the same time the debt on the
purchase of the building was reduced by
another $50,000 leaving a balance of
$100,000.

Construction Matters

During the second quarter of 2001
various interior work was completed at
the Mashadi Jewish Center of Great
Neck-Shaare Shalom and new contracts
were awarded by the Central Board as
finances permitted. These included the
following:

e Lighting fixtures and a new
permanent Arc in the weekday
sanctuary

e Installation of the Donors Wall for
the main stairways

e Installation of additional stained glass
in the Main and the Weekday
Sanctuaries

e (abinetry work in the vestibule
leading to the Main Sanctuary

International Singles Cruise

Volunteers from the CMPA and the
Mashadi Youth Committee decided to
organize a cruise for single members from
the worldwide Mashadi community. A
large contingent of our young community
members from Israel, as well as a number
from several European countries, are
scheduled to join young community
members from the U.S. in a one week
cruise to the Bahamas beginning July 15,
2001. The Central Board provided
substantial financial support for this
program. An extensive program was
organized to make this event a worthwhile
educational, as well as social, event.

Death of Majid Zarovabeli

The tragic murder of Majid Zarovabeli
shook the entire community. The
community, especially our youth, pulled
together and went through an
extraordinary effort which led to a

resolution of this case and brought closure
to the family. While most of the active
effort was performed by a number of
young volunteers, the Central Board, in
addition to providing financial support,
assisted in the search by giving advice
when needed, as well as by using political
connections to bring pressure on the law
enforcement agencies to pursue the case.

Unification of the

Community’s Synagogues

At this point in time most of the
community-wide institutions and
committees operate under the umbrella of
the Central Board. However, two

e

synagogues, Shaare Tova and Shira
Chadasha have not yet joined. With the
recent permit granted to Shira Chadasha
to build a synagogue in Great Neck, the
Central Board considers 1t essential that
the relationship of Shira Chadasha to the
Central Board and the community be
clarified. In this context meetings were
held between representatives of the
Central Board and Shira Chadasha which
are still continuing at this time. The
Central Board considers a clarification of
this relationship essential before any
community-wide fund raising takes place
for the new Shira Chadasha Synagogue.
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million Jews, not just one group o
e R people.  Nothing was done by an
' ' neighboring nation during the Naz
occupancy. He also tried to portray how
the Nazis were given their names only to
conceal their true identity, being regular
German citizens. This way once the war
was over, no one could pinpoint the
parties responsible. The night continued
with a Farsi translation by Mr. Nassim
Bassalian, an then with  the
commemorative candle lighting ceremony
by members of the community. The
_ e : evening concluded with a documentary,
. along with an exhibit of graphic pictures.

Jouth
Committee

Report

By: Arun Bassalali

[

The second quarter this year has been a
rather busy and successful one. The
following is a report on all the activities
and decisions made by the Mashadi Youth
Committee as well as an overview of the
exciting upcoming summer events.

e .

vmmer Israel Tour

On Sunday April 22, most of the parents

.. . - . of the potential summer Israel tour, joined
True to its charitable form, the MYC
decided to assist in the Israel Emergency

Fund Walk-A-Thon on Sunday morning
April 1*. Although the youth committee

did not organize the event, many of our L G
members and their families joined n the )
walking to raise money for the families of
the victims in lIsracl.  About a couple

Shaare Shalom to weigh the pros and cons
of the trip. It was thoroughly suggeste

y most parents that this year’s tour be
cancelled due to the adverse and uncertain
conditions 1n Israel. The Tourism
Department of Israel also had removed or
shortened many stops along the tour for
their own security reasons. Through the
means of a healthy debate, and Ilater
consultation with the Central Board and
elders of the community it was decided to
cancel this year’s tour. Although this
upset the enormous group of children that
registered for the event, it was the best
decision that could have been made to
ensure the safety and satisfaction of all
parties involved. G-d willing there wil
always be next summer.

(I B i
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many pictures were taken with hall eyes | | e |

dozen people were there at one pomnt an

open. The walk started at Temple Tsracl,

went west on Old Mill Road, north along
Bayview, LBast across  Arrandale,  then
South on Middle Neck, fimally ending
back at Old Mill Road and temple Isracl.

Cirque de Soleil
We managed to sneak in a couple of
events before the Omer, and this fantastic ﬁ.

venue was one of them. On Wednesday Gk e e A NS Yom HaAtzmaut

night April 11, a handful of our youth :
purchased tickets to experience “Dralion” Israel’s In(_iepend_ence Day
n Wednesday night April 25, the Yout

the new hit by the famous performers _ _ _
Cirque de Soleil, in New York City. Committee held a dinner and music even
. to celebrate Israel’s 53rd year of

Although the ticket price was steep, they |
were all sold out, and the participants had Independenc:t? along with ‘the
commemoration of the fallen soldiers

an amazing time.
- throughout the years (Yom HaZikaron).

i The event was a huge success as many of

our youth gathered at the new Glatt
Kosher ltalian restaurant in Great Neck,
Sopranos that was decorated wall to wall
with the blue and white of the Israeli flag.
A moment of silence along with a brief
speech was delivered to familiarize the
youth with the major events that have
occurred in Israel’s short but busy history.
Finally, a raffle was conducted awarding
two of the participants’ gifts.

e

g e
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Yom HaShoah

Holocaust Remembrance Da
On Thursday night April 19, the Youth
Committee arranged its annual Yom
HaShoah event to remember the tragic
events that took place during the
Holocaust. The keynote speaker of the
evening was Rabbi Jungreis, he himself a
survivor of the holocaust. His theme was
the fact that almost everyone in Europe
contributed to the murder of the six
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Teen Forum

Many months of thought and preparation
went into one of the most delicate events
the Youth Committee has handled mn a
while. On Sunday, May 6, the MYC
managed to gather most of the youth
between ages 12-17, at Shaare Shalom fo
a group discussion on substance abuse
and other 1ssues our community’s youth
face on a daily basis. The event opened
with a registration, then the keynote
speakers simply scratched the surface of
what was to be expected on this day. A
handpicked ten minute clip followed the
introduction from the Academy Award
winning film “American Beauty.” Next,
the group was broken into smaller groups
based on gender and age, and moved into
another room where a facilitator was
present in each group to spur
conversation. This ran for about one hour
as the groups’ volunteered confidential
information about their hves. Each
facilitator then administered a
questionnaire that was carefully prepared
and in some cases even exchanged email
addresses with each other for later
conversation. The night was capped with
a complimentary dinner from K-Roasters
and a closing from the directors of the
program.

All 1n all, this event was a huge success as
we attempted to understand the 1ssues our
fellow peers are facing, as they grow
older in this community. The purpose
was not to give any single person help
with his/her problem but rather to find out
the facts, keep them confidential and to
try to work out solutions with the
educated elders of our community.

Israel Day Parade

Just as it was mentioned in the previous
Megillah, this year’s Israel Day Parade as
in the years past ran short handed. On
what turned out to be a beautiful Sunday

morniag, May 20, a nice sized group of

our dedicated and Zionistic youth in our
community marched, sang, danced and
cheered down about 20 blocks i New

York City to show our appreciation and
dedication towards our homeland Israel.

Our theme was “We are a people of

unity”’, and our red, yellow and orange
shirts depicted this perfectly.

For some strange reason every year the
attendance at the parade gets larger but
the youth committee’s attendance gets
shorter. Many hours are put in to make
this event happen and it’s a shame that we

have not that much to show for it.
Nonetheless we are going to continue to
include this event as one of our major
events each year and are looking forward
to seeing everyone there next year.

MTC’s

Israel’s Birthday Carnival

On erev Shavuot, Sunday May 27, the
younger members of the MYC along with
the assistance of their friends in the teen
club put together a fantastic event geared
for the youth in our community. The
event was a carnival for the younger
children to celebrate Israel and
Jerusalem’s birthdays. Many of the youth
in our community came with their parents
and participated in the MTC run games
and booths. They enjoyed pizza and
prizes and even sang Happy Birthday (o
Israel as a cake was brought out.

This event was yet another way the MY (

Megillah, Number 73,
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is trying to promote Israel to our youth.

Photos of Israel Contest

Throughout these past couple of months
announcements were made that we are
going to hold a contest to see who has

taken the best picture of Israel. Dozens of

photos were submitted and later enlarged
and sprinkled all over the walls ol Shaare

Shalom around the times ol Yom
HaAtzmaut. Many members ol the
community got a chance (o see many old
pictures of themsclves on MY Isracl
Tours and other trips that they have not
seen in a while.  The contest s closed
now but the winner has not been selected.
By the next wsue ol Mepillah, we are
going to hopelully  have  the  winning
preture(s), feature (|

T hank you all Patticrpanis lOr your help, 1t
wits o traly tan event
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De La Guarda

On Tuesday night, June 19, a few dozen
of our youth went to see the action packed
off-Broadway hit, De La Guarda. For
first timers not knowing what to expect,
they soon realized that they were in the
middle of a mix of a circus and a rave. As
the performers swung around the theater
on trapeze, the standing audience was
sprayed with water and foam. The event
was a huge success.

Upcoming Events
Battle of the Ages

The annual summer MYC barbeque 1s
going to be held one Sunday in August at
the King’s Point Park. This year the
events of the day will be an age based
competition. Teams based on age
category will compete in many games and
activities to see which age will emerge

trtumphant. Keep a lookout for more
information regarding this fun-filled
event.

MTC Great Adventure Trip

The annual summer great adventure trip 1s
being prepared for the junior high, and
high school youth in our community. One
undecided weekday in August a few bus
loads of our youth will be accompanied
by chaperones and spend a day in the
action packed Six Flags Great Adventure
theme park. Breakfast and a late snack
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will be provided as well as coach bus
transportation. Chaperones are needed.
Please contact the MYC office 1f you are
interested.

Boat Party

This year’s summer boat cruise will be on
either Saturday night, the 19" or the 26".
The boat ride includes DJ music and
dancing, along with a bar and breakfast.
The boat travels the west side of the city

and has beautiful late night views. Please
contact Benny Livian at (516) 901-1098

or Benny@mycweb.com for further
information.
Sid Jacobson JCC Grant

The Sid Jacobson JCC, 1n East Hills, has
received a grant from the UJA to
administer events for Persian Jews in the
Nassau County area. These events can
include dancing, karate and sport lessons,
or access to their gym, pools, instructors
and guidance counselors and
psychologists. The MYC 1s trying to
coordinatc taking advantage of their
funds, before other groups deplete 1t. If
you can see the need for any of therr
services please contact Arun Bassalali at
(516) 466-1686 or Arun@mycweb.com
for further information.
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Welcoming Shabbaton

Kassorla Family

The first Shabbat that the Kassorla fanuly
will be hopefully permanently joining ous
community will be the Shabbat of Augus
10 and 11. The community is planning
celebration Shabbaton 1n our synagoguc
Shaare Shalom. The Shabbat will include
divrei torah and speeches by the Rabbi, as
well as a full lineup of meals by
Lederman Catering. @ The community
strongly urges everyone to join us on this
Shabbaton to show our support for a ncw
member of the community and s
beautiful family. For more information
contact the Central Board office.

MYC Art Extravaganza

The MYC and the Higher Education
Subcommittee are proud to sponsor the
Third Annual Mashadi Art Exhibit. The
groups are making an open call to the
Community's artists to submit work in any
area of the visual arts including, but not
limited to, painting, drawing,
photography, and sculpture. For further
information on helping to organize the
event or to submit a piece of art, please
contact Laleh Asher at (917) 364-3746,
Natalie Rahmani at (516) 850-5549, Efi
Hakimian at (516) 359-6661, Mrs. Ania
Nassimi at (516) 482-8081, or Dr.
Farrokh Dilmanian at (631) 344-7696.

Our Mission Statement

The Mashadi Youth Committee 1s devoted
to the preservation and enhancement of
the Mashadi Sephardic Jewish tradition
and culture through religious, Zionistic,
educational, and social programs and
publications.

This years elected body has tried to
refocus its strategy to include this mission
statement 1n every activity they do. The
MYC 1s an elected group of volunteers
that aim to meet the guidelines set forth
by this mission statcmcnt. Mecctings arc
held on the first Monday of each month
and are open to the public. We invite all
community members to get involved by
helping to plan, support, promote, or
make any of these events or programs
happen. For more information contact
any MYC member or Mrs. Behnaz
Dilmanian at the MYC office at (516)
829-3443 or visit www.MYCweb.com.
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Births: | | Dear Readers:
Eve Rebecca daughter of Debbie and Steven Aziz

Charlize Esther Miriam daughter of Rossana and Payam Dilmanian
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Naomi daughter of Farnaz and El I:dalaty I'he Mazal Tov section ofMegillah
Laurep daughter of‘DaniclIu and Omid Hakimi relies on the assistance of our
Valerie daughte‘r of Angela :.lllt‘l Al;m l);yx-*trcxtl'/.;ltlt*li communitv members. [fyOM have .
Solomon son of Sharon and Afshin Hakimian 25 | : . e
Jona Samuel son of Shohreh and Shahram Dadfarim information you would like to share ;1% L e . e
Eyal Yehuda son of Mirtam and Herzel Hakimi with the CONMUNILY /}/( ase submit it
Daniel Reuben son of Elham and Jacob Levian with the correct S -//,'”'1:' 1o Mrs.
Noam son of Mojdeh and Allen Hakian , ol :
‘Mojaeh e ) Y16)48/-1790.
Jonathan Meir son of IHana and Michael Than Ll ”(_’ ”(U’, - f” ( [0)457-1790
chonatan son of Adina and Isaac Hadjibay 4 [lah also invites ”(M’}/.,‘”? (}”gang
aron Abraham son of Anat and Michael Kamali and HEZW[)/’ married C()le(z’S to submit
Dustin Abraham son of Monique and Niki Kamali recent pictures ofthemselves fOI”
Mitzvah publication in the Mazal Tov section.
ar-viitzva :
. . - Please mail photographs to the MYC
sean son of Mahshid and Kambiz Hakimi ¥ e
David son of Mojdeh and Mansour Karimzadeh Oﬁ CE.
anny son of Mehri and Edmond Hakim Thank you,
Michael son of Jila and Eshagh Kashimallak Megillah Staff

Jared son of Sharon and Jacob Karmily
Ryan son of Betty and Edison Akhavan

or parties, gifts or as a decor
in your own home

Engagements

Malka Hematian and Shahab Nabavian
Natascha Nassimi and Parham Shae
Dalia Dilamani and Mehrdad Ebrani
Charlene Livi and Jonathan Aminoff
Evelyn Gol and El1 Siouni

Angela Ouriel and Afshin Hakimian
Dalia Zabih and Ronen Ismaili
Mojdeh Kashanian and Seper Samouhi
Romina Zarnegin and Edmond Enayatian
Stephanie Solomon and Leon Banilivy

Weddings

Ayala and Roni Siouni

Maya and Michael Gohari
Rose and Rouben Nassimiha
Yvette and Besalel Ben Haim

Tina and Afshin Livian

Sharona and Shahab Ebrahimi Dried Flowers by:
Sanam and Steve ljadi K
Sharon and Moti Cohen DALID#A AMD&R

5 1 6'487-3 138 51 6_487-4 743 Recently engaged Charlene Livi & Jonathan Aminoff Recently engaged Angela Ouriel & Afshin Hakimian

—_—
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Talmud Torah
Report

By: Nora Ebrani

We have successfully completed another
year of Talmud Torah. Like any other
school, success of our program depends
upon the support and cooperation of our
parents. Students who keep a good
attendance record, do thewr work, and
consider their Talmud Torah studies
important, succeed tremendously. It 1s
very difficult to teach a child who misses
a lot of classes, doesn’t do his or her
work, and doesn’t perceive Talmud Torah
as a real school. We believe it 1s the
parents’ responsibility to reinforce the
work that is done in Talmud Torah by
bringing their children to school prepared
and on time.

e have a rich curriculum that begins
with reading and writing Hebrew and
continues on to comprehension. Study of
Torah, brachot and the Jewish Holidays
are the core of our curriculum. We
receive a lot of suggestions and comments
regarding our curriculum. Some parents
like their children to study more of
language and some like us to concentrate
on teaching the Torah and brachot. We
believe that an integration of all the
subjects is necessary for the success of
our students.

F

We strongly believe that students,
teachers, an parents  collectively
constitute a team, and need to work
closely together throughout the year. This
year, in addition to our Parent-Teacher
conferences that are usually scheduled n
January, we added a curriculum day 1n
September for the parents to meet their
child’s new teacher and become famihar
with the class work and requirements.
We think that this 1s an excellent way ol
involving parents in the school from the
beginning of the year.

While our first and second graders were
hard at work building reading and
comprehension skills, our third graders
started the year concentrating on the study
of Torah. The Torah stories are told and
read to the students starting with Pre-
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kindergarten. In third grade, however,
they are given sections from the Torah
that they practice and then perform 1n a
ceremony in front of their family and
friends. The3rd  grade  Chumash
Ceremony 1s an exciting Talmud ‘Torah
event in which students are awarded their
own Child Bible to read and study
throughout the year.

(‘hanukah 1s a holiday of gift giving and
fun in Talmud Torah. While they study
about the miracle of lights, they are
excited to receive their candles,
chanukiahs, dreidls, and other presents.
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In addition to this, we enjoy the
celebration by lighting candles and eating
doughnuts in order to remember the
miraculous light that burned for eight
days.

On Tu B’'Shvat, we celebrate the new
year of the trees. Some of our families
joined the Jewish National Fund with
donations to plant trees in Israel 1mn the
name of their loved ones. Additionally,
our students enjoy their packs of delicious
dried fruit that 1s prepared by the Mashadi

Sisterhood,

July 2001

- - . g W LR e A R AR B oy
: : & ‘-:-'-b!-::tl”"- o “.?:EEEE:-:E:-:

Ve oty g I )
e

e e e e s e e e e o e = e = e, e L =

M:ﬁmg
o e T !
e i : e
e
E e T

e e A
e

=

o

One of the reasons that our children enjoy
reading the Megillah of Esther on Purim
is that the story happened in the land of
their ancestors, Persia. As they read the
Megillah they learn about the three
mitzvot of Purim: listening to the
Megillah, giving money to the poor, and
eiving gifts of food to their family and
friends. We also celebrate by dressing up
in costumes and eating Haman Tashen
cookies.

Soon after Purim we start studying about
Passover. Children recite the brachot and
sing the songs that fill the classrooms and
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hallways in the school. It’s a joy to hear
their enthusiasm while singing and learning.

They also learn about the laws and
traditions of Pesach. Our kindergarten
students enjoy a day baking matzot in the
Matzah Factory. And the whole school
celebrates the holiday with a model seder
prepared in each classroom on the Sunday
before pesach.

This year we celebrated Israel’s
independence by singing Hatikvah and
eating one of Israel’s favorite foods,
falafel. We read stories and watched

movies of Israel's past and present. Ou
children were mesmerized by all the
changes and advances that were made n
such a short period of time. Some of ou
older students joined the Israchi Day
Parade in order to show their love and
support of Israel. On Yom HaZikaron we
lit candles in the classrooms 1n the
memory of the soldiers and civilians who
gave their lives for the independence and
survival of Israel throughout the years.
Our children joined the Great Neck walk-
a-thon this year to collect money for the
families of Jews who lost their lives in
tragic acts of terrorism in Israel. They
worked hard to find sponsors and collec
money for this great cause. At the same
time they learned about the unity of Jews
across the world. They were proud to be
able to help their fellow Jews.

On the last day of school, our first graders

celebrated their great accomplishment of
Hebrew literacy in the 1st grade siddur

ceremony. First grade is the only grade in
which parents can observe and measure
their children's progress on a weekly basis
regarding how fast and how well they can
read. Family and friends joined to watch
the 1% grade performance with tears in
their eyes. As camera flashes went off,
our children sang and read their parts. At
the end of the program they were awarded
their siddurs to read and study in the years
to come.

In the school year 1999-2000, a group of
dedicated mothers started a Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) i Talmud
Torah. Our children and the school
enefited immensely from their concerns
and involvement In e school.
Unfortunately, we didn’t see a lot of
follow-through from the PTA this past
year. Parental involvement is vital to the
success of children in any school. We
hope to see more parental involvement in
the future. We thank all of our parent
volunteers who help us with all their

hearts.

We were blessed with a great team of
teachers an volunteers this
year. Additionally, Mrs. Laleh Kamali
joined our staff in the beginning of last
year's summer. She has been taking care
of the computer work in addition to other
odds and ends in the school with great
love and dedication. We are proud to
have her on our team.
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Community Synagogue Approved: TWICE!

By: Lilly Namdar

Our community achieved a major accomplishment recently
by obtaining the approval of the Village of Great Neck Board
of Zoning and Appeals (BZA) for Shira  Chadasha's

application to build a community synagogue at 695 Middle
Neck Road. This was a particularly important development
because the BZA granted a “varnance” exempting  the

synagogue from having “on-site™ parking

This means that all the issues relating to having a closed
parking lot or an open parking lot are completely avorded
Furthermore, it means that a synagogue for nearly two
hundred fifty people can be built at a fraction of the cost, since
the expensive land needed for parking is not required. The
amount of land required for the project is cut to a fifth or a
sixth of what would otherwise be needed to accommodate the
parking.

This accomplishment was not easy. The process took
approximately twenty four months.  Although this 1s
considerably shorter than many similar projects, a number of
technical, engineering, architectural, legal, social, political and
emotional concerns of the Village had to be addressed during
this period.

Many times along the way people outside the Village
government told us that the Village would never grant
approval for this project. But throughout the process there
seemed to be a metaphysical force that guided the application
through its many ups and downs and led it to its elating,
successful conclusion. The merit and the pure intent of the
many community members who prayed from the bottom of
their hearts brought about the marvelous ending.

On the physical plane, at the end, it came down to
developing a level of trust and understanding with the BZA to
help them feel comfortable that the project would not disrupt
the lives of people or businesses around it. They became
convinced that the synagogue’s management would keep 1ts
promises and honor the conditions to its approval. The timely
enactment of the Federal law called “Religious Land Use and
Institutional Persons Act of 2000 by Congress, shortly before
the BZA had to make its final decision, also helped greatly .

Most of this twenty four month time period was spent
preparing and defending environmental impact studies. These
included engineering studies that examined the impact of the
project on traffic, parking, pedestrian salety, storm water
drainage, noise, and Fire Department response time among,
other aspects.

A key element of the BZA’s comfort and trust was the fact
that they understood that this will be an Orthodox synagogue
whose congregants do not drive on Shabbat and Jewish
holidays. In fact, the approval was given on the legal
condition that the synagogue remains Orthodox. It the
synagogue were ever to change its orientation or to sell the
building to a religious group that does not observe Shabbat in
a strictly Orthodox fashion, the Village’s approval would

The Shira Chadasha Story

become legally null and void.

The following is a brief history of how this project started:

In late 1998, Shira Chadasha approached the owner of the empty
lot of land next to the “A to Z Market” about a possible purchase of

the property to build a synagogue. The owner agreed to enter into a
contract to sell the land to Shira Chadasha, subject to the Village’s
ZO0ny! .1|1|1|n\';l| (o buld a synagogue on that lot. Thus Shira
Chadasha would not be taking a risk of getting stuck with land that
it could not build on

Shortly thereafter, the proper applications were made to the

Village. In the first quarter of 1999 the BZA showed resistance to
approving such a project without on-site parking. However, in the
second quarter of 1999, after wholesale changes in the makeup of
the BZA, it appeared that they would be willing to approve the
project expeditiously based on their comfort that as an Orthodox
synagogue the project would not create any parking problems.

Given the positive vibes from the new BZA, in the 3rd quarter
of 1999 Shira Chadasha moved to purchase the land and lock 1n the
exceptionally attractive price of $325,000. The price was locked
nine months earlier, but by the time the deal closed and money was
paid, the property was worth over $500,000. A large number of
generous community members participated in providing the funds
to purchase the land for the community synagogue.

However, certain elements in the Village government were
concerned that granting an approval to this project would set a
precedent and open the floodgates to many other synagogue
applications without adequate parking. The resistance that these
elements provided translated into delays and requirements for more
studies on top of studies, which cost both time and money to
complete.

In the fourth quarter of 1999, having completed the land
purchase, Shira Chadasha embarked on a dual strategy: A) prepare
for litigation against the Village in the event that it did not approve
the project; and B) reach out to the Village with genuine efforts to
build the trust and credibility needed to obtain the approvals
amicably, avoiding htigation.

In pursuing the first strategy, Shira Chadasha retained one of the
most fearsome law firms in the country to lay the groundwork for
litipation. The firm of Weil, Gotshal & Manges agreed to represent
Shira Chadasha on a pro-bono (free) basis.

In pursuing the second strategy, Shira Chadasha diligently
(ollowed through with the BZA’s requests for information and tried
o communicate the important, positive attributes of the project and
the dire need that existed in our community for the synagogue.
Shira Chadasha also obtained over 500 signatures from residents of
the Village of Great Neck on a petition requesting speedy approval
of the project.

During the first three quarters of 2000, Shira Chadasha
completed three environmental studies that addressed issues raised
by the BZA. By this time, the studics showed that adequate unused
parking existed in the lot adjacent to our land.

The two major remaining issucs were: 1) Storm water dramnage:
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A) The land was too small to accommodate the dry wells
required by Village code, and B) The BZA did not like Shira
Chadasha’s solution of using a holding tank inside the
building. And, 2) Closure of the building’s front doors. The
Fire Department had appeared at BZA meetings and opposed
the project, on the basis that the front doors would cause
“pickup and drop-off traffic” which would block fire trucks 1n
emergencies. Their solution was to have the front doors
closed and only available for emergency exit.

Upon the completion of the “Final Environmental Impact
Study” in September 2000, the BZA was obligated by law to
make a decision within 60 days: “YES “or “NO.”

Although a “NO” was not the preferred answer, 1t was
better than not having an answer at all. In other words, you
can not take the Village to court until it says “NO.” Many
villages use this fact as a tactic to simply delay and wear down
an applicant. They delay and put up roadblocks, without
saying no, so the applicant would just give up without the
matter going to court.

However, the BZA knew that Shira Chadasha was not
giving up. That message was clearly conveyed to the Village
through multiple channels.  Also, Shira Chadasha was
confident that it would win in court, although an amicable
resolution would be faster and cheaper.

A “YES” answer, of course, would mean that the BZA
process would be over and the community would be granted
permission to build a synagogue.

By December 2000, Shira Chadasha received unofficial
indication that the majority of the BZA would approve if Shira
Chadasha were to concede on or solve the last two remaining
issues; storm water drainage and closure of the building’s

front doors.
After fighting the Fire Department’s door closure demand

on its merits, Shira Chadasha later decided to give in on this
issue as a concession to induce the BZA to approve. To solve
the storm water drainage issue, Shira Chadasha purchased
rights to the underground space in the land adjacent to the

View of the land at 695 MNR, the approved site for our new community

synagogue, as it appears today, prior to the construction.

project, enabling it to put dry wells in that location, thereby
complying with the Village code on water drainage. "This was also
an inducement for the BZA to approve.

On February 1, 2001 the BZA officially voted “YES™ to the
project in a 3-to-1 vote. In March and April 2001 the BZA
formalized that decision in a “Resolution.”

About this time, the West Coast Video store adjacent to the
project land had become available for rent. This provided an
excellent opportunity for Shira Chadasha to obtain a steady location
for Shabbat and holidays until the building next door is built (G-d
willing in 12-18 months). However, the Village law required an
entirely new application to the BZA for this!

But this time around all elements in the Village government
were exceptionally cooperative and helpful. Having developed a
trust and respect relationship, the Village completed the whole
process in less than two months (instead of two years), starting af
the end of March 2001, and ending in the beginning of May. Thus,
our community’s new synagogue was approved twice In two
months:

A “YES” Resolution for 695 MNR 1n April

A “YES” Resolution for 683 MNR 1n May.

Congratulations to the community on starting its second legally
approved synagogue in the Village of Great Neck.

The “Religious Land Use and Institutional Persons Act of 2000,” signed into law by
President Clinton near the end of his term, basically takes away the local
governments’ right to deny zoning approval of religious building projects, unless
there is a “compelling governmental interest.” The burden of proof that there is such
a “compelling” interest is on the local government, not the religious group. Before
the passage of this law, the religious group had to prove that there 1s minimal or no
adverse impact. Now, the tables are turned and the local government has the burden
to prove (ultimately in court if it goes that far) that the project causes an overriding,
“compelling” problem. This is a difficult, uphill battle for the local governments and
they are not likely to try to fight it, unless a project truthfully causes a major
problem. This law gives the religious group the kind of protection analogous to

“innocent until proven guilty.”

Artist’s rendering of the new community synagogue at
695 Middle Neck Road.
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Yom Hashoah 2001:

By: Rabbi Jacob Jungreis

On Yom HaShoah, April 19, 2001,
Rabbi Jacob Jungreis, a survivor of the

Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, spoke
at  Shaare Shalom-Mashadi  Jewish

Center. The following is an adaptation of

the story he told that day of his
experiences during World War 11

[ was born in the village of Derecske,
Hungary at the dawn of the most
cataclysmic period in Jewish history. My

father, Rabbi Abraham Jungreis, a
descendant of ancient rabbinical lineage,

accepted a position as Rabbi 1n the city of

Szeged, Hungary in 1935.

Although Szeged was the second
largest city in Hungary and a liberal
cosmopolitan city with a university, anti-
Semitism was already rampant when |
was still at a young age.

Just goimng back and forth to

kindergarden meant running a gauntlet of

taunts and fears of outright beatings. It
was also considered “babyish” and
humilhiating to have your parents
accompany you to school, so there was
really no escape. The most common taunt
was “bidozs zsido,” dirty Jew, or “You
killed our god,” an accusation that was
incomprehensible to me.  Obviously,
these feelings were a basis for the
genocide that was to come later.

Hungary was the last country to be
made “Judenrein.” or free of Jews. It was
not until 1943-1944 that the Nazis were

actively engaged in the hqudation ol

Hungarian Jewry.

The deportations to slave labor camps,
concentration camps, and annihilation had
begun in Poland. Since Szeged was near
the Yugoslavian border, where anti-
German partisans operated, it became a
destination for many refugees.

It was 1llegal to house refugees for any
length of time, unless you reported 1t to
the police. The penalty for not doing so
could have been death. Yet my parents
managed to bribe our building's
superintendent and any other necessary
official. = The house became a “way
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station” with my mother and father being
woken at all hours of the mght. My
mother cooked for everyone and | never
knew whether I'd have a bed of my own to
sleep .

|'.‘-.t‘.‘l|1|ll}', H‘Illj'_t‘t", told horron Hll}l'iL‘S.
| remember o Pohish man saying to my
father, “Do you know Rabbi, they're

making soap out ol Jews?”" Liven after my
father returned from a tramn rnide with a
bloody face because hooligans on the
tram  had pulled out his beard, the
atrocities reported by the refugees were
not beheved. It was unimaginable that 1n
the  20th  century, an advanced and
cducated race such as the Germans could

be domg ths,
In 1944 my parents, brother, sister,
and I were deported from Szeged on a

(ramm bound for Auschwitz. The

deportation was essentially the same as
portrayed in the movie “Schindler’s List.”

The Jews were paraded through the
streets accompanied by jeers and name
calling from their former neighbors. There
was a holiday atmosphere as far as the
Hungarians were concerned. The
Germans were cheered on.

We Jews were forced to spend the
nights in tents in the rain and mud. My
sister was 1ll and feverish and my father
pleaded in vain for a doctor to come, or
for some medicine. Miraculously, she
pulled through. The next step was the

cattle cars.
The Jews were herded into cattle cars

that were severely overcrowded and
contained almost no air to breathe. There
was no food or water. There was no room
to sit and people died where they stood.
When the train arrived at Budapest
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anyone left alive was taken off the train.

My family was sure that they were
facing, G-d forbid, immediate death, that
an example was to be made of my father,
the Rabbi. We were unaware that we
were part of a deal that had been stuck
with Adolf Eichmann, the German whose

job was to destroy Hungarian Jewry.

A leader of the Hungarian zionists had
persuaded Eichmann to liberate 1,850
Jews of various backgrounds for
$5,000,000 ransom. This brave hero was
[srael Katzner. However, until the money
was forthcoming, Eichmann insisted that
our group be sent to the Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp at Bergen-Belsen.
The Jews there suffered extreme
deprivation and hardship, but we were
not killed outright. We were also allowed
to pray. This privilege led to an
unforgettable experience.

In a spontaneous declaration of faith
our group pooled our most precious
commodity within the camp, cigarettes, to
obtain a shofar from the Polish inmates.
When the Polish slave laborers heard the
sound of the shofar, they paused in their
work. It was a scene that I will never
forget. The German overseer beat the
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Polish Jews mercilessly, but they
remained standing in silent tribute to their
G-d, refusing to resume their labor until
the sounds of the shofar faded away.

Finally, after spending nine months 1n
Bergen-Belsen, the 1850 Jews were
ransomed. @ We were the only group
during the Holocaust that was directly
saved from a concentration camp. From
Bergen-Belsen, we were sent for another
two and a half years to the Displaced
Person’s Camp 1n Switzerland.

Life in the Displaced Person’s Camps
was also very difficult, especially since
families were often separated, and
children were sent to separate institutions.
We all underwent many hardships and
suffered when we heard of loved ones

who had been killed.

People eagerly awaited permission o
enter the United States or Isracl
(Palestine). My family members were
granted passports to America. Most ol
our extended family had been killed and,
even when inside the Concentration
Camps, my father and mother were
determined to help rebuild the Jewish
people. They reached out to others anc
served as surrogate parents for orphance
Jewish children.

Soon after we arrived to the United
States, with only $5.00 in our pockets and
little command of the English language,
my family began its pioneering Kiruv,
outreach work in America and established
a Yeshiva. To this day our mission 1s
twofold: We are determined not to forget
the past and to educate others about the
Holocaust. We feel that those who
perished deserve to be remembered even
if there are no graves of monuments. Our
second goal is to secure the future of the
Jewish  people  through  festivals,
education, love of Torah, love for each
other, and for Israel while we wait for the
arrival of Moshiach.
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The Story of the Old City:

The 3,000 Year War

By: Adam Hakimian

Surrounding its southern gate, a soaring gravity arch, are
hundreds of bullet holes, pock marking an otherwise smooth
edifice. In order for them to breach the door to the city, they
blasted a hail of submachine gunfire at it. The advancing Israeli
soldiers had no choice but to fire toward the stone walls they
knew were sacred, for their enemies were hiding behind it.

Deeper yet, into the cavernous labyrinth within the city, the
stone tunnels show other scars. A thousand years before those
[sraeli soldiers came the conquering Christian armies who left
their own marks, thousands of crosses, big and small, etched into
the blocks, chiseled into eternity.

They are easy to miss, these clues to the past. In the Old City
of today, the millions who visit are simply taken by its sheer
splendor, the ancient ruins, the mosaic of architecture, the
teeming flea markets frozen in centuries past, and the remnants
of the Jewish Temple. But below the grandeur, pageantry, and
sanctity of the city, lies its soil, soaked with the blood of its
keepers, its defenders, its zealots, who stood 1n its unwavering
defense, no doubt feeling honor in dying for the city

From the year 1000 B.C.E. until the advent of the Common
Era, Jerusalem was truly the Jewish nation's home, both
physically and spiritually. Without question, it was in these
times that Jerusalem was at its most magnificent, as home to the
warrior King David, his son, King Solomon, and the first and
second Jewish Temples, The Beit Hamikdash. The struggles of
war, exile, rebellion, and redemption for the Jews of this period
could never be shortly summarized. The highs and lows were
dramatic. The first Temple, built by Solomon and adored for 1ts
majesty and holiness, was destroyed in the year 586 B.C.E. by
the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezer II, who killed King
Zedekiah's sons before his very face, before putting out his eyes.
Soon, the Jews would rebuild the Temple, but would again face
disaster.

In the year 70, the great Jewish revolt against the Romans
culminated in total defeat and exile, as described by Josephus:
"Then one of the [Roman] soldiers, without waiting for orders...
snatched up a blazing piece of wood and climbing on another
soldier's back hurled the rand through a golden aperture... As the
flames shot into the air the Jews that watched the calamity sent
up a cry... The Temple Mount, enveloped in flames from top to
bottom, appeared to be boiling up from its very roots: yet the sea
of flames was nothing to the ocean of blood." Over 600,000
Jews were killed or died from starvation and disease during the
siege of the city. Yet another 600,000 were taken away as
captives and slaves, according to the Roman historian, Tacitus.
The Romans were especially jubilant in their victory, minting
commemorative coins and parading the streets of Rome
displaying holy vessels from the Temple.

The obliteration of Jewish Jerusalem was finalized by
constructing a Roman city on its ruins and by changing its name
to Aelia Capitolina. Subsequent Roman emperors did their
bidding with the city. Constantine transformed the city into a

Christian one in the year 324, setting off a flurry of church and
monastery construction, until Justinian built a gigantic church,
upon its completion proclaiming, "I am greater than you, King
Solomon."

The armies of the Persian Empire and Khosrow II destroyed
the churches in 614, but they ruled Jerusalem for only fifteen
years, and shortly afterward, a new era commenced with its
conquest by Khaliph Omar 1n 638.

The Muslim conquest was accomplished without bloodshed.
Known for his generosity in comparison to other conquerors,
Omar promised the Christian inhabitants freedom of religion
behind closed doors, and guaranteed their safety. He did not
permit Jews to reside in the city, but he did allow them to visit,
after centuries of exclusion. The Jews were grateful. The Dome
of the Rock was built, and for 400 years more, Jerusalem was an
Arab city. Arab dynasties in power during this period varied in
their personas. Some were docile and calm, others, utterly
belligerent, demolishing non-Muslim houses of prayer.

Late in the 11th Century, after years of persecution and
humiliation, the Christian population was expelled from the city,
and so, the European armies of the Crusades were launched to
descend upon Jerusalem. In 1099, the attack finally broke the
Arab defense, after six brutal weeks, and the people of the city
met a vicious massacre, the likes of which have seldom been
seen. A witness described: "It was impossible to look upon the
vast numbers of slain without horror; everywhere lay fragments
of human bodies, and the very ground was covered with the
blood of the slain... still more dreadful it was to gaze upon the
victors themselves, dripping with blood from head to foot, an
ominous sight which brought terror to all who met them." The
surviving Jews and Muslims were sold into slavery.

Attacking at the same weak point in the city's fortifications
that the Crusaders exploited, Saladin recaptured Jerusalem only
88 years later. Jerusalem would remain in Muslim hands for
another 730 years. Jews eventually returned to the city, only to
be oppressed by the Arab authorities and provoked by the Arab
population for years, as one traveler testified, the Jews there lived
in the "cruelest and most shameful poverty and subjugation.”

Modern Jerusalem fell into the hands of the British
imperialists, but they announced in December 1947 that they
would vacate the land within six months. Upon this news, some
of the bloodiest street fights between Arabs and Jews 1n Palestine
broke out in the Old City. Israel and Jordan bisected the city,
west and east, at the end of the fateful 1948 war.

But it would be only nineteen years until the Jews unified
Jerusalem under the Israeli flag. In 1967, after a daring and swilt
Israeli assault, the I.D.F. took the Jordanian side of the city. And
as the soldiers walked into East Jerusalem, they looked up to sce
what they had won. They cast their eyes up at the great Western
Wall, and after so many years, they were able to marvel at 1ts
beauty once again.
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By: Eric Hakimian

On June 7, 1981, Israeli jets bombed
the Osirag atomic reactor on the outskirts
of Baghdad. Many have claimed that this
act by Israel saved the world from a
looming threat of Iraqi nuclear blackmail,
and temporarily left Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein deprived of the potential to
engage in a war of mass destruction.

What were the historical realities that
led to this fateful event?

By 1977 Israel had been under the
governance of the Labor party for twenty
nine years, going back to the founding of
the state in 1948. But a series of scandals
involving key Labor officials, coupled
with a general sense that the country was
adrift and rudderless, caused many
[sraelis to forgo traditional political
attachments and turn to the opposition
Likud bloc for answers.

During this time, Iragq  was
determinedly going about the business of
building a nuclear bomb factory. For

Saddam Hussein, procurement of a
nuclear arsenal that could mean the
destruction of Israel was a goal of the

highest priority.

Irag had never been reticent 1n
displaying its animosity toward the Jewish
state. When the Arab League organized
an “Inter-Arab Command” in the months
before Israel’s birth, an Iraqi general was
in charge, and at the conclusion of the
first Arab-Israeli war, Iraq refused to sign
an armistice in stark contrast to the Arab
front-line states of Egypt, Jordan, Syria
and Lebanon. As late as 1969, nine Jews
had been hanged in Baghdad on trumped-
up charges of spying for Israel.

Irag’s interest in nuclear technology
dated back to 1959, when the Soviet
Union, looking to expand its influence 1n
the region, agreed to provide Baghdad
with a reactor, enriched uranium and a
team of scientists and engineers. The
reactor was operational by 1968, however,
with the Soviets refusing to provide Iraq
with key weapons-grade radioactive
materials, the operations of this early
reactor were effectively curtailed.

The mid-1970’s were notable for a
flurry of diplomatic activity among
French and Iraqi officials. In 1974
France’s foreign minister, Michel Jobert,
went to Baghdad and pledged any
assistance Iraq might need to build up its
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technological infrastructure. I am
happy,” Jobert said in a toast to his Iraqi
hosts, “that your great country will now
have the means to restore its past glory.”
The French Prime Minister, Jaques
Chirac, paid a call on Saddam Hussein the
following year and proclaimed the Iraq:
Cereat  statesman
qualities will lead his people toward
progress and national prosperity.” It
wasn’t long after Chirac’s wvisit that
France agreed to build the Osiraq nuclear
reactor in Iraq, as both sides claimed,
strictly for “research” purposes.

Even the [Itallan government
contributed to this new Osiraq reactor by
supplying Iraq with the weapons-grade
radioactive materials that the Soviets had
denied Iraq a decade earlier.

All the while Israel had been keeping
a wary eye on Iraq’s nuclear ambitions.
When Menachem Begin took office 1n

dictator a whose

Bombing Iraq’s Reactor: 20 Years Later

1977 as Israel’s first Likud Prime
Minister, he stepped up behind-the-scenes
efforts to prevent Iraq from becoming a
nuclear threat. The U.S. was Begin’s best
hope, but the administration of President
Jimmy Carter, for all its talk of wishing to
halt the spread of nuclear weapons, was
less than energetic in pursuing the matter.

As Israel’s diplomatic efforts
faltered, pressure of a different sort was
brought to bear on the Iraqis. In April
1979, just days before the French were
scheduled to ship the nearly completed
reactor to Iraq, saboteurs infiltrated a
warehouse near the port of Toulon and
attempted to blow up the reactor’s core.
Damage, however, was relatively
minimal. Fourteen months later, the head
of Iraq’s nuclear program was killed in his
Paris hotel room. Israeli agents were
believed to be responsible for both
incidents.

Sabotage and assassination
notwithstanding, work continued as
planned on the Osiraq reactor. By autumn
of 1980, Begin had concluded that he
would have to take direct military action.
In early 1981, the only question remaining
for Begin was when to launch the attack
on the reactor.

The operation was postponed several
times when members of Begin’s cabinet
voiced their concerns over how the U.S.
would react to an attack on Iraq. Begin
expected a sharp reaction {from
Washington, perhaps even a U.S. vote to
condemn Israel in the U.N. But, he
thought, it would all be political rhetoric.
Begin regarded Ronald Reagan and his
Secretary of State, Alexander Haig as
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strong friends of Israel.

It was now the spring of 1981, and as
he braced himself for the final decision to
strike at Iraq, Begin faced yet another
obstacle. He had informed Labor party
leader Shimon Peres of the plan to bomb
the reactor, and Peres, predictably, was
vigorously opposed to the idea. So Begin
knew the operation would bring strong
reaction not only from the outside world,
but from within Israel as well.

Clouding the situation even further,
Israelis would be heading to the polls 1n
just a few weeks. Begin, up for re-
election, was locked in an extremely tight
race with Peres and feared he would be
accused of staging the raid as an election
ploy. But he had an even greater fear, one
that convinced him of the need to act
before the election and a possible Peres
victory. “He really believed that Peres
would never have the guts to order the
raid,” said a Begin aide. “And Begin
couldn’t bear the thought of Israel living
in terror of an Iraqi bomb.”

There would be no  more
postponements. In the early afternoon
hours of Sunday, June 7, the eve of the
festival of Shavuot, Israeli pilots went
through one last rehearsal.

A little after 4 P.M. the planes took
off from an airbase in southern Israel. The
flying armada consisted of eight F-16
fishter jets, each carrying two 2,000-
pound bombs; six F-14’s forming a
protective escort; and several F-15’s with

oversize tanks to provide mud-air
refueling.
Isracli air forces had flown

undetected through hundreds of miles of

Arab air space. At 5 pm they dropped 16
tons of TNT on Osirag. Within two
minutes, they had totally flattened the
nuclear reactor and were on the way back

home to Israel.

In Israel, news of the raid set off an
atmosphere of euphoria not felt since the
1976 Entebbe rescue. As expected, the
Labor opposition was highly critical of
the operation and its timing, but the
criticism was quickly toned down once
Peres and his colleagues realized how out
of sync they seemed with the mood in the
street.

However, much of the world was
outraged with Israel’s strike and voices
were suddenly raised in a chorus of
indignation. “We don’t think [Israel’s]
action serves the cause of peace in the
area,” said French Foreign Minister
Claude Cheysson, whose country had
supplied Hussein the 1ll-fated reactor.
“Armed attack in such circumstances
cannot be justified; 1t represents a grave
breach of international law,” scolded the
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.

The U.S. reacted much the way Begin
thought it would. “Provocative, ill-timed
and internationally illegal,” moaned U.S.
Senator Mark Hatfield. “Israel’s sneak
attack...was an act of inexcusable and
short-sighted aggression,” saild a New
York Times editorial. “[Israel has] vastly
compounded the difficulties of procuring
a peaceful settlement of the confrontations
in the Middle East,” jeered Time
magazine. The Reagan administration did
o0 on to vote to condemn Israel in the
UN., and a few F-16’s scheduled for
shipment to Isracl were held back a few
weeks. But at the same time, President
Reagan called Begin to assure him of his
continued support.

Begin survived the international

firestorm of criticism and went on to win
re-election. His defense of the raid was
blunt and emotional. “The Iraqis were
preparing atomic bombs to drop on the
children of Israel,” he told a gathering of
foreign

correspondents in Jerusalem
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several days after the attack. “Haven't you
heard of one-and-a-half mullion little
Jewish children who were thrown nto the
gas chambers? Another Holocaust would
have happened in the history of the Jewish
people. Never again, never again! Tell
your friends, tell anybody you meet, we
shall defend our people with all the means
at our disposal.”

It took the rest of the world a little
more time to come to grips with Saddam
Hussein, but few illusions remained by
the time Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. As
an American-led coalition of nations
prepared for war with Iraq, then-U.S5.
defense secretary Dick Cheney publicly
thanked the Israelis for their action In
1981. While in 1981 the Soviet Union
had characterized the attack on Saddam’s
reactor as “an act of gangsterism,” nine
years later the Soviet chief of staff called
Israel’s action understandable.

Menachem Begin left office in 1983 a
broken man, grieving over the death of his
wife and haunted by the high number of
casualties suffered by Israel in its 1982
invasion of Lebanon. And yet, the story of
the destruction of the Iraqi nuclear reactor
is, more than anything else, the story of
Begin’s moral and political courage.
History shall forever show that when the
choice came down to saving Jewish lives
or avoiding worldwide condemnation,
Menachem Begin without apology rained
fire from the skies of Baghdad.

Excerpts taken from Jason Maoz of the
Jewish Press.
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Parents & Kids:
Building a Healthy Relationship

Adapted by: Laleh Asher

Estate Tax Planning:
Get The Most Out Of Your Unified Credit

By: David Eshagh Pour, Esq.

The Clinton years, although over, will be favorably
remembered amidst shameful scandals for financial growth

and economic prosperity. If your investments, whether in
stocks, real estate, or in your business, multiplied as a result of

one's spouse. Since the government views married people as a
single unit, all transfers between married people, as long as both are
U.S. citizens, are tax-free. Therefore, drafting a Last Will &
Testament in which one transfers everything to the surviving spouse
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such market conditions, your estate is rather considerable.
Accordingly, you might be ready for some serious estate

planning. Generally, estate taxes, which have no connection

to income taxes, are imposed within the first year of one’s
death. The taxes, which originate at thirty-seven percent and
quickly grow to an amazing rate of fifty five percent, are
imposed on one’s entire estate, including proceeds from life
msurance. As such, poorly planned estates can lose over one-
half of everything they own to the government.

As often mentioned during the recent presidential
campaign, estate and gift tax rules are designed to only affect
taxpaycrs in thc upper onc or two percent. This has been
achieved by awarding each taxpayer an exemption on transfers
of assets, during life or death, up to $675,000. For example,
suppose that Joe’s total assets, consisting of stocks, an
apartment he rents out and his home, amount to $1,000,000. If
Joe chooses to gift his children all his assets during his life,
Joe would be faced with a gift tax on $325,000 only (the
1,000,000 transferred to the children minus the 675,000
exemption).  Similarly, 1f Joe dies without transferring
anything to his children during his life, his $1,000,000 estate
would be liable for estate taxes on $325.000. In order words,
since the estate and gift taxes are identical, it does not matter
whether Joe transfers his assets during his life or death. In
both cases he would be eligible to use the $675,000
exemption, and would be liable for gift or estate tax on the
remaining $325,000.

While it may seem that there is no consequence as to the
timing of transferring assets to the next generation since the
gift and estate tax rates are identical, an important factor
cannot be ignored: by transferring assets during life, one
protects his estate from potential appreciation of those assets.
Suppose that in the example above, Joe lives another twenty
years, and the value of his assets grow from 1,000,000 today
to $4,000,000 when he dies. If he transfers those assets when
they were valued at $1,000,000, the additional appreciation of
$3,000,000 would occur outside of his estate. His estate
would then be empty and therefore would escape estate taxes
altogether. By contrast, if Joc chooscs to kcep his asscts
during his life, and transfer them to his children upon his
death, his estate would have to pay estate taxes on $4,000,000.
This tax would surpass $1,470,000! Accordingly, it makes
sense to transfer assets to one’s children during one’s lifetime,
to ensure that the appreciation of those assets will occur
outside of the estate, and would therefore escape estate taxes.

As mentioned above, each person can easily transfer assets
valued up to $675,000 without being liable for gift taxes. To
take advantage of this rule, which is known as the Unified
Credit, one must transfer assets to any beneficiary other than

1s meffective from an estate tax planning prospective. In fact, such
structure would cost the couple’s children over $250,000 in estate
taxes once the surviving spouse dies. Instead, the Last Will &
Testament should provide that an amount equal to $675,000 (or the
size of the Unified Credit at time of death) should be carved out for
the benefit of the children to ensure that the exemption does not go
to waste.

There are several concerns that must be addressed when
considering a transfer to children for estate planning. First,
transferring assets to one’s children in general, during lifetime or at
death, might raise concerns about the welfare of the surviving
spousc. After all, the primary objective of a married person 1s to
provide for the surviving spouse, and ensure the continuation and
stability of the lifestyle they are accustomed to. A transfer of
assets worth $675,000 to one’s children might leave the surviving
spouse financially dependent on the children. In order to sateguard
against such a situation, the assets in the amount $675,000 should
be transferred into a trust for the children rather than directly to
them. Furthermore, the trust documents should include clear and
controlling instructions directing the trustee to award the trust
income, and even invade its principal, for the benefit of the
surviving’s spouse maintenance, health, education, and life style.
By including such terms and conditions, one guarantees the
protection and welfare of the surviving spouse while achieving
successful estate reduction.

Another important factor to consider when transferring assets to
children during one’s lifetime 1s loss of control. While many
recognize the advantage of transferring assets in order to reduce the
estate, and ultimately avoid estate taxes, thoughts of handing over
hard earned assets to one’s children might be unappealing. There
are estate-planning vehicles that ensure that while assets have been
transferred, the control remains in the hands of the asset’s original
owner. For example, you might choose to transfer ninety percent of
a piece of real estate. However, the terms of the transfer would
explicitly specity that you remain the sole decision maker and
holder of exclusive rights to the property, determuning whether to
sell, buy, or take a mortgage. By contrast, your children, while
owning an interest on the property, would hold no rights to it.
Using this vchicle, you successfully and legally reduce the size of
your estate without relinquishing control over the property.

In conclusion, estate taxes pose a serious threat to your estate.
Assets that will eventually be transferred to your children will be
subject to high estate tax, and may even be forced into liquidation.
As demonstrated above, a simple Last Will & Testament
designating one’s entire estate to the surviving spouse may be
proven detrimental down the road. Instead, proper estate planning
would utilize available legal vehicles to reduce the size of your
estate, without relinquishing control over such assets, and
minimizing the toll of overreaching estate taxes.

Megillah, Number 73, 24

=

Av 5761, July 2001

Your Preschooler

The foundations for all healthy habits,
from nutritious eating to proper hygiene,
are laid down during the preschool years.
Believe it or not, your child’s preschool
years are also great time to set the stage
for a drug-free life. Kids who resist early
drug experimentation are often good at
problem-solving and self-help, two of the
skill sets your preschooler is beginning to

develop. '
One of the most wonderful things

about preschoolers is how much they rely
upon the adults in their lives. Perhaps at
no other point in life is your approval as
highly prized or your teaching as well
received as during these years of
unconditional devotion.

The following tips will help you work
with your preschooler so that they'll grow
up happy, healthy, and drug-free. And
they'll even help you have tons of fun!
[t’s never too early to start! Start today!

Talk to your child about the joys of
healthy living. Discuss how good you
feel when you take care of yourself, how
you can run, jump, play, and work for
many hours. A great conversation starter:
"I'm glad I'm healthy because it helps

me. ...

Celebrate your child's decision-making
skills. Whenever possible, let your child
choose what to wear. Even if the clothes
don't quite match, you are reinforcing
your child's ability to make decisions.

Stress your child's need to take

personal responsibility for his own
health and well-being (self-help skills).
Your information should be concrete,

relate to your child's experiences, and

stated positively. Make chores like
brushing teeth, putting away toys, wiping
up spills, and caring for pets fun tasks that
your child will enjoy. Break the activities

down into manageable steps so that your

child learns to develop plans.

Help your child steer clear of

dangerous substances that exist in her
immediate world. Point out poisonous

and harmful substances commonly found
in homes, such as bleach, kitchen
cleansers, and furniture polish. Read the
products' warning labels out loud to your
child. Explain that not all "bad" drugs
have warnings on them, so she should
only eat or smell food or a prescribed
medicine that you, a relative, or other
known caregivers give to her. Also,
explain that drugs from the doctor help
the person the doctor gives them to, but
that they can harm anyone else.

Help your child separate make-beligve
from real life. Preschoolers give meaning
to things they don't understand in order to
make sense of their world, but their
meaning doesn't necessarily reflect the
real world. Ask your child what he thinks
about a TV program or story. Let your
child know about your likes and dislikes.
Discuss how violence or bad decisions

can hurt people.

Turn frustration into a learning
opportunity. If a tower of blocks keeps
collapsing while you're playing, work
with your child to find possible solutions
to the problem.

Tell your child how proud you are
when she's helpful. There's never a bad
time to give your child a boost in the self-

esteem department.

10 Tips to Keep in Mind,
and Put to Use

Kids and drugs. It can be an
overwhelming issue to deal with, but it
doesn't have to be. All you really need to
begin, are the following 10 easy tips. Put
them into practice and your kids will reap
the rewards of healthy, drug-free lives.

1) Encourage open dialogue with your

children about their experiences. Make
sure your children understand that they
can ask you anything, and that you'll give
them an honest answer.

2) Be your Kkids' greatest fan.
Compliment them on all of their efforts,
the strength of their character, and their
individuality.

3) Help your kids develop tools they
can use to get out of alcohol or drug
related situations. Let them know they
can use you as an excusc: "My mom
would kill me if I drank beer!" Teach
them that it’s O.K. to be different and to
be an individual, and to ‘Say NO’ or just
walk away from drugs and alcohol.

4) Get your kids involved In adult-
supervised after-school activities. Ask
them what types of activities theyTe
interested in and contact the school
principal or guidance counselor to find
out what activities are available for your
child. Sometimes it takes a bit of
experimenting to find out which activities
your kids are best suited for, but it's worth
the effort: feeling competent makes kids
much less likely to use drugs.

5) Get to know your children’s friends
and their parents. Make sure they share
your views on alcohol, tobacco, and other
drugs. Steer your kids away from any
friends whose parents smoke or do drugs.
6) Call kids' parents if their home is
to be used for a party. Make sure that
the party will be alcohol-free and
supervised by adults.

7) Set curfews and enforce them. Let
kids know the consequences of breaking a
curfew.

8) Set a no-use rule for alcohol,
tobacco, and other drugs.

9) Sit down for dinner with your
children at least once a week. Use the
time to talk, don't eat in front of the TV.
10) Get—and stay—involved in your
children's lives.

Source: Partnership for a Drugfree America
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Literary Highlighes

By: Laleh Asher

Amhad Shamlu 1s often regarded as one of the founders of

modern Persian poetry. He was born in 1925 and died just
recently in 1999. He was the son of a military man and grew up
in and received his early education in several provincial towns.
By the age of fourteen, he had begun working in journalism, a
professional interest he maintained as editor and founder of
various publications, including eminent literary journals. He left
for Tehran at the age of sixteen with the intention of attending
the Tehran Technicum and learning German, but finishing high
school was relegated to the future. He had only eleven years of
formal schooling.

In 1945, Shamlu made one final attempt at completing his
high school degree in Reza'iyeh but again he failed.

As a nationalist, Shamlu was a staunch supporter of the
Mosaddeq government. After the fall of Mohammad Mosaddeq
(1880-1967), the prime minister who nationalized the British
owned o1l industry in 1951 and was overthrown by Western
backed forces in 1953, he went into hiding for six months.
Thereafter, he was arrested for the second time and incarcerated
for over a year. Mosaddeq remained a hero to many of his
countrymen, who, like Shamlu, had anticipated an independent
dignified equitable future for Iran and its people. All along,
Shamlu continued a rigorous program of writing, translating, and
composing poetry in the tradition of Nima Yushij, who worked
toward a radical modernization of Persian poetry before him. As
the Iranian government became more repressive however,
Shamlu left the country and lived in exile until 1979, when the
Islamic revolution opened a new chapter in Iranian history.

Shamlu 1s regarded as one of the major, and most influential,
contemporary poets and translators. He was actively engaged in
gathering old and traditional Persian stories, ballads, and games.
As an editor, he also encouraged the younger generation by
providing them access to his journals. He is respected as an
innovative, lyrical poet, and has expanded the genre of Persian
poetry 1n his experiments with versification, language, and
theme. Shamlu's poetry is extremely complex. Yet his imagery,
which contributes immensely to the intensity of his poems, is
simple. He merges personal, political, and social issues, and
speaks to, and for, the concerns of many Iranian intellectuals.

“The Gap” by Ahmad Shamlu

To be born
on the dark spear

like the open birth of a wound.
To travel the unique exodus of opportunity
throughout

1n chains

to burn on one’s flame
to the very last spark
on the flame of a reverence

found by the slaves
in the dust of the way
thus
thus red and coquettish
to bloom on the thorn-bush of blood
and thus tall and proud
to pass through the scourge field of degradation
and to travel through to the extreme of hatred....

Oh, who am I speaking of?
the living with no reason, we are
conscious to the reason of their death, they.

To whom does this poem refer? What is the distinction
between the “we” and the “they” depicted? What is the
relationship between them? What is the contrast between their
travels? And what is the significance of their journeys?

Between generations, and even within each generation, there
1s always a gap. This poem is especially of interest in the context
of the generation gap and the cultural gap that many members of
our community as well as the Persian-American community at
large are experiencing. The majority of the members of the
Mashadi community fled Iran, at around 1979, at the time of the
[slamic Revolution, and the overthrowing of the Shah, or shortly
thereafter. By 1988, at the time of the Iraqi War, most had saved
their families 1f not their fortunes and uprooted to America,
Israel, or Europe.

There are two factions in this poem, a definite “we” and
“they.” This poem maps both of their travels, yet makes a
distinction between the two. “They” refers to our parents and
“we’ refers to those of us who are first or even second generation
immigrants. The first three stanzas of this poem speak about
their experiences. They went trough turmoil, hassles, strife, and
death to bring us to freedom and opportunity. Yet have we
exploited any of the opportunities we came here for?

The last three lines of this poem are about reasoning. The
implication of the gap between these two generations is that one
lives at the other’s expense. But more importantly, now that we
are here, what else 1s there? We have gone through the journey
of getting here and have gotten to this point, yet now seem lost.
The diaspora we’re m, whether we understand it and accept it
fully, or not, 1s a root cause to many of the issues that have arisen
In our community over the past twenty years. It is also inherent
to the sense of liminality we feel, the acculturation we are going
through, as well as the process of assimilation. The gap is part of
the process. But will the gap increase and add to our sense of
anomie or will we be able to bridge the gap, and overcome it?

Citations:

Modern Literatures of the Non-Western World: Where the Waters are Born. Jayana Clerk &
Ruth Siegel Editors. (456-457)

Poem translated by: Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

htttp://shamlu.com/shamluis.htm

http://www.angelfire.com/mb/bashiri/Poets/Shamlu.html
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MIGRATION: MIRACLE OR MISERY?

Time-tested wisdom of ages is to be found in folk tales
and proverbs. Among the “Turkmen” tribes of
northeastern Iran, there’s a proverb about migration that
even we Jews of Mashad can testify to for its truthfulness.
They say: “Twice migrating is like once getting clean
robbed.”

Well said, but only if you are talking about minor
migrations within a country, which are easy. You sell some
used items, part with your neighborhood, school, friends,
job and acquaintances. Whether you retain your old job
and position or have a better one waiting for you, you lose
contact with good dear people. Then you have to spend
precious time to develop new bonds, new ties. You have to
become established in a new society, new job
environment, new city, and new school. That's all. That's
like being halfway robbed.

Then there is the other kind of migration. The tough
one. The kind we know. The kind that is like being twice
robbed. The kind of migration that is done under political
uncertainty, with possible life threatening implications. The
kind that involves losing your job with no other prospects
in sight. The kind that robs you of your language, your
culture, your assets, your skills and your acquaintances,
without offering a practical replacement.

There is no denying that one of the greatest pleasures
as well as securities of life is to know that you are leaving
this world with a part of you still in it: your children. That
is why we teach our children what we think we know.

Cross cultural migration takes away one’s ability to
efficiently communicate with one’s own children. The
language barrier becomes a major impediment in family
affairs, at work, and in daily life. It robs you of your self
confidence, since you cannot even express what you do
know. Major cultural differences and clashes make it all

much harder.
The major portion of our migration from Tehran took
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place during a period of political unrest. Our community in
Iran was financially well established. Our community was
well respected and trusted in the business community and
in the view of the public for centuries. The unrest that
preceded the revolution caused a mass migration within a
short period of time. Our arrival in America roughly
coincided with the Iranian hostage crisis. Our people were
not welcomed to this country. We were probably regarded
as “unwanted” or even “suspicious” elements. Not even a
refugee status was easily issued for our people. Therefore
we were not even allowed to seek employment. That was
our first taste of the land of opportunities. Many had to
“self employ” as a precondition to get a work permit and
enroll for a residence permit. That's how many of us
engaged in the trade rather than other professions.

Lack of language skills forced us closer together, at
home and at work. Our blessed community system
became the platform for providing badly needed business
guidance, and religious, social, and cultural activities.

The struggle to earn a living was difficult and long
lasting. It still is for many. Our people worked long and
hard to make ends meet. What our community achieved in
that respect deserves recognition and praise.

But the most lasting adverse effects of the migration
remain the culture gap and the language barrier. These
obstacles are what divides the parents and their children.
It has hurt us as parents, as kids, and as a community. We
did not succeed to effectively resolve this issue during the
past two decades. This is an uphill battle that requires an
effort by all.

Most parents who came from that far away land, spent
the ultimate effort to establish a house that was
comfortable and cared for, a home that is warm and
loving. Help them, help yourself, help the community. We
all owe it to ourselves.

= Behrouz Dilmanian
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TEE-FOO ZUPMARK

"Farhad dear, I do not want to trouble your parents
since they both work. So this afternoon, will you take
me to the place where you buy your groceries, Tee
Foo?' I want to buy bread, cheese, and tomatoes.
Oh, cake, rice and chicken too," Mina asked her
nephew in Farsi.

'Farhad' bit back his sharp retort that his name is
now 'Fred' and that the supermarket on Queens Bivd.
that she was referring to was called 'Key Food' and not
'Tee Foo.'" Instead, he replied in the same Farsi, that
she had used, "O.K., Aunt Mina. We'll leave in two
hours, after my basketball practice." His parents haa
insisted he learn Farsi.

On his way to the Forest Hills High School's gym,
Fred remembered a few weeks ago when his aunt had
just arrived at JFK Airport. His Aunt Mina's husband
and thirteen year-old son had stayed behind, awaiting
their visas, and would be coming in a few months. Her
married children though did not have any plans to
move yet. She had taken a bus from her hometown
Rasht, a small village in Iran, to Tehran and from there
switched several planes to finally land in NY. Fred and
his whole family had gone to the airport to welcome
her to New York and bring her to their house. The day
and date was forever etched into his memory:
Thursday, June 2nd, 1999, just twenty days away from
his high school graduation. He did not know how his
aunt looked because his parents had left Iran eight
years before he was born. She had not sent them any
pictures of herself, only a few of her kids when they
were babies. The only photographs that Fred had
seen were of his mom and his aunt as little girls.
Having always imagined her like his mom, young
looking, tall, slender, and in shape, Fred was sure he
would never forget his first impression of her as she
was running forward to greet them. In her mid forties,
she looked to be older, with gray hair, big brown eyes,
pudgy cheeks, a warm smile, wrinkled face and hands,
with a short frame and a chubby body.

'My Aunt Mina,' Fred contemplated, 'the sweet and
caring woman whom my mom was talking about so
much is finally here. My parents both left Iran In
freedom because they were exceptional students, and
benevolent benefactors had them sent to New York to
study at Baruch College but my aunt's situation Is
totally different. She has left her other children as well
as her home, moreover escaped from her country to
come here for freedom and a better future for her son.
It must be very difficult for her to adjust to a new
language, a foreign culture, and a totally different
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environment. Facing financial strains and a
dependency problem makes it even more strenuous.
Although he sympathized, he still could not help feeling
ashamed when he was with her,

Gazing at her totally covered form as they were
walking down Yellowstone St., Fred wondered how his
aunt could tolerate wearing so many clothes that were
thick and so warm. A colorful rusary, a hair covering
for women, was draped over her head. A loose, long-
sleeved, brown woolen sweater with a long, flowing,
navy woolen skirt attired her plump figure while black
socks with flat, black shoes groomed her large feet.
He was wearing a white T-shirt with jean shorts and
sandals, and he was sweating. 'Isn't she sweltering in
the heat of June?’ Fred pondered. Increasing his
pace, he tried to walk in front of her and appear as
though he was not with her.

Across the street a couple locked in each other's
arms and french-kissing caught Mina's eyes. 'This is
shameful. My G-d, that girl has nothing on but a
skimpy bra, short shorts, and a ring pierced to her
belly button. She's disgraceful. I've never seen so
many kids kissing, and in public too, in addition to
walking around half-naked and flaunting their bodies,’
she thought.

"We're here, Aunt," Farhad called to her.

"Already? That took us only three minutes and on
foot. Remarkable! Are you sure this 'zupmark' has all
that I listed?”

"Yes, they sell them all and they hardly run out of
anything as far as I know."

"Amazing. Oh, sweetie, I almost forgot, can we go
to a few other stores after to get Band-Aids, paper
towels, toothpaste, and paper plates?”

"There's no need to do that. We can buy all of
them from Key Food."

His aunt didn't say anything, but just looked at him
as if he was crazy; he understood that she didn't
believe him. As he entered the store and strolled
toward the produce section, Fred noticed that his aunt
was not with him. Impatiently, he walked back
towards the entrance, and there stood his aunt, gaping
at something. It was then that he realized that she
had received another shock: sensory sliding doors.

'The faster we buy all that she needs and get out of
here, the better,' Fred figured. "Come on, Aunt Mina,
let's get going." At her nephew's call, Mina got a hold
of herself and quickly followed him. Fred pointed out
several items to her, but he realized she was not
paying any attention. There was an enraptured
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expression on her face and she seemed to be listening
to something.

"Sweetie, what is that nice sound? Is it music that
I'm hearing? It seems to be coming from
everywhere," she questioned him.

"Yup. Most stores and supermarkets play music in
the background so shopping would be more enjoyable.
Now let's take one of these carts to put our stuff in.”

"OK, honey. Whatever you say."

He listed all the aisles to her and told her exactly
where she could find what she wanted. Fascinated,
she stared at him. "How do you know specifically
where everything is located?”

"Well, I've shopped here a few times when mom
was too busy, but a person can just look up at the top
of each aisle, and there's a sign noting what each one
contains.”

My parents both left Iran in freedom

because they were exceptional students,
and benevolent benefactors had them
sent to New York to study at Baruch
College but my aunt's situation is totally
different. She has left her other children
as well as her home, moreover escaped
from her country to come here for
freedom and a better future for her son.
It must be very difficult for her to adjust
to a new language, a foreign culture, and
a totally different environment.

"Oh. I see. Such a smart idea.”

"Aunt, I need to pick up a few things for myself.
You stay here in the cookies and cakes area and
choose, and I'll be back in a few minutes.”

He had almost reached the end of the aisle when
his aunt's very loud exclamation stopped him, "Farhad,
is this correct? $5.00 for this small cake? These
'zupmark' owners are robbing people blind!”

Running quickly toward her, Fred tried to hush her.
"Please don't scream. Everybody's looking at us. That
one's a bit expensive for you? So take a different
cake. Please, let's just get the rest of our things and
go home." Having said that, Fred scanned the prices
of the rest of the cakes, picked up the cheapest one,
half threw it in their shopping cart and set hurriedly
toward their final destination, the vegetable section.
Red-faced, Mina raced after him as fast as she could,
considering her bulk.

"Farhad, I only need to get a few tomatoes and I'm
done," Mina stated, running her hands over them and
feeling their ripeness. Fred gritted his teeth and
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almost yelled at her that 'people don't poke and probe
tomatoes.! Satisfied with her findings, Mina intoned,
"OK. Last one. Where do I pay for all these?"

Leading her to the nearest open cashier, Fred
unloaded the items. "$1.49, $4.39, $8.76, $2.69, ..."
the computerized scanner announced the price of each
item. Mina was clearly puzzled, looking all around her
for the almost inhuman voice pronouncing the prices.

"It's a computer, Aunt”

"Total $54.89," once again the scanner intoned.

"Aunt Mina, the total is almost $55.00. Let's pay
and leave."

"So much? Why? Oh wait. I have something that
your dear old Persian neighbor gave me. Poking
around into her huge purse, she brought out a few cut
up papers and thrust them out at the cashier.

"Me coupon. See? Not 2.99, 1.99. Ya?”

"No lady. That coupon does not apply to that that
brand of paper towel," the cashier stated, snatching
the coupon from her and stuffing it under the cash
register.

"Minus $1.00. Coupon. See?" Mina persisted.

Having heard Mina's raised voice, the manager,
John Brown, a middle aged, balding, heavy man, came
shuffling toward them. His white buttoned down shirt
was too tight for his protruding stomach and
suspenders held up his baggy jeans. With one hand
he pushed his eyeglasses down on his long nose,
making his small ice blue eyes even smaller and with
the other hand he gave Mina a dirty look and asked
what exactly was going on. The cashier quickly
explained to him what the problem was, and John's
pale, round cheeks turned red.

"These fucking immigrants can't talk a word of
English, but they always have their coupons,” John
screamed, spittle forming on the side of his lips. "Me
coupon. See coupon,” he mimicked Mina very nastily.
"She already told you that you can't use that damn
coupon. No coupon, see? Here, maybe youll
understand it better this way." He ripped the coupon
into tiny pieces and threw them at her.

Totally humiliated, Mina nodded her head, and took
out her money to pay. Having stood quiet the whole
time, Fred, usually a polite guy, grabbed his aunt's
money and waved it in front of John's face.

"You bastard. Who the hell do you think you are?
A low-life, in charge of three cashiers. You jerk. You
don't think your grandparents if not great-
grandparents were immigrants? Just look around you,
you idiot. Almost 80% of the shoppers here are
immigrants!" he yelled. Turning toward his aunt, he

. said, "We'll do our shopping at Walbaum's, two blocks

down from here, dear aunt." Wrapping his arm around
her shoulders, he left the supermarket.

= Stella Elishahi
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o, 10, 20
YEARS FROM NOW

Where do you want to see our community 5 years
from now/ 10 years from nowy 20 years from now?
How do we get there?

I hope to see our community in the upcoming years
strongly following our traditions, which our
grandparents and great grandparents in Iran fought to
maintain. In addition, I hope that our community will
establish a Yeshiva in the future, which will stress our
customs and heritage to our youth. In order to
accomplish all of these goals demands hard work,
dedication, determination, and time.

= David Aminoff

It upsets me to say that I see our community sliding
downwards in the near future, that means within the
next 5 years. Where we are going to be in the next 10
to 20 is a scary thought, if we do not strengthen our
youth. 'The children are our future,’ but as Rabbi
Orlofsky from Israel said in one of his speeches in
London, 'You cannot expect the future generations to
simply adapt to traditions of old. They need to be
educated in all aspects of life, in order to preserve the
community and survive; otherwise they will be a dying
breed.’

= Arun Bassalali

I wish I knew where the community
would be in twenty years. It could go
either way. At the rate were going 1
don't see good things ahead. But, if
we pool our resources together, and
really make an effort, I think we could
be as strong and united as we were
twenty years ago.

= Seda Etessami

Hhhmm. This might sound a little dorky, but I've
thought about it. The past generations that were born
in Iran, and then raised here, and have lost the
opportunity to learn how to write in Farsi. Now that I
think about it, for those of us who were born and
raised here, our children won't even be speaking
Persian anymore. A way to stop this...??? I know that
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my parents only speak to us in Persian, and expect us
to only speak to them in Persian as well, which we do.
But, that is my family, others will have a much tougher
time carrying on the language. I hope to one day
teach my kids to speak Persian as well, as my parents
did with us.

=  (QOdelia Hakimi

This is an ambiguous question. It really depends on
what aspect of our community you are looking at. Our
assimilation issues, our living environment, our religios
level, our education level, or any other social,
economical issues. In either way I hope as every year
and every generation passes, we will be smart enough
to learn from our past, to learn from our right and
wrong, and manage to better ourselves as a
community.

= Allen Hakimian

Most of all, I want to see a united Mashadi community.
Our leaders, especially the MYC can bring us there.
= Michael Hakimian

Where I would like to see, and where I believe we will
see our community in the future is totally different
places. I wish to see our community being more
together, united, and a lot less assimilated. We can
make this happen through community events. Through
the work of the MYC and the Central board, and keep
having social events to keep us all together.

= Bobby Hematian

5 years from now I want to see more
marriages in the community. 10 years
from now I want to see problems such
as drug abuse solved. 20 years from
now I want to see Mashadis judging
each other based on an individual's
characteristics and not based on their
financial status. The best methods to
achieve these goals are tolerance,

open-mindedness, and education.
= Kamran Kalaty
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Honestly, I would love to see our community together
and more united because they want to be, not just
because they are forced to because of their
grandparents or parents. Everything should be done
with good intentions.

= Dina Malkah Kamali

[ see our community slowly
assimilating into the American lifestyle.
More high school students are getting
involved in school activities and
applying to colleges out of town. I
guess we just have to wait and see
how these changes will impact our

community.
= Jamie Kamall

If we as a community are wise enough to maintain our

religious heritage and background we'll be safe. But

it's very tough to pinpoint where we will all be years

from now. Besides if we did have the power to look

into the future, we're all in the wrong line of business.
=  Benny Livian

Ideally, I'd like to see our community develop into one
that expects their youth to pursue careers in a wider
range of fields, especially in professional fields such as
law and medicine. We need to begin to see our
children's education as an investment towards not only
making more money, but leading more responsible,
productive lives. Over the next 5, 10, and 20 years,
college education and higher education will lead to
better educated, more well rounded parents, who will
hopefully take an active part in their children’s future
education and upbringing.

= Tina Namdar

I would like to see our community
value its heritage, be proud of their
origins but at the same time open up
to the wider and bigger world. I hope
that in 50 years from now we will
remain a strong united community.
We could get there, if we continue
keeping our Persian Jewish customs
alive, by transferring them from

generation to generation.
= Anita Nowbakht
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I wish that we will achieve to preserve our Mashad
and Jewish traditions in the modern world we live in. |
wish we would grow into a well-respected,
outstanding, educated, concerned, influencing, and
exemplar community. Two essential keys for reaching
this are: 1. to unite and 2. to educate. Moreover |
wish to see more of our members, and specially the
youth, binding with Israel and making Aliyah to the
country, which was, is, and always will be our
homeland.

= Robert Nowbakht

[ want to see the community as an assimilated group
that still keeps in touch with their Jewish and Persian
roots. How do we get there? That's a toughy. Just
never forget where you came from!

= Natalie Rahmani

I hope that 20 years from now, we are
just as close a community as we are
today. I believe this to be one of our
greatest assets, and I hope that we
manage to keep this, unlike most
immigrant communities, which seem to

scatter after a couple of generations.
= Farshid Jack Zar

I hope to see our community more modernized and

assimilated but still holding on to our heritage.
= Lobat Zaruwabeli

I hope that we stay unified in the years to come, but
what will come depends on our effort and our
willingness to change and adapt to the ever-changing
social influences that come our way.

= Tanaz Zaruwabeli

POETRY Wanted

The upcoming issue of Megillah will feature
a section of POETRY by our community’s
own poets. We invite all poets of any age to

submit your POETRY. For consideration for
publication please submit your POETRY Dy
September 15. Please email submissions to
megqillah5761@hotmail.com or fax the MYC
office at 516-829-2822.
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TO PURSUE OR PERUSE?
THE EVOLUTION OF MARRIAGK

Of the stories told to me as a child, the most
intriguing was of how my great-grandparents were
engaged. My great-grandfather was seven or eight
years old, and three of his aunts were expecting. HiIs
parents said, “Whichever one of you gives birth to a
girl, she will marry Esmael.” And so it was that my
great-grandmother was engaged when still in her
mother’s womb. Seventy-five years ago in Mashad
differs significantly from 21st century America, but
marriage never fails to take prevalence in the life of an
individual. The methods toward marriage through
history have evolved with modifications from arranged
marriages, to courtship and dating. But which of these
methodologies are most conducive to betrothal? Do
the current steps taken toward marriage ensure
stability and success?’

The Biblical account of Isaac’s marriage to Rebecca
perfectly epitomizes the traditional notion of an
arranged marriage. When Isaac was of the age to get
married, Abraham sent his servant, Eliezer, to his
birthplace of Aram, to find his son a wife. As a
stranger to the well with ten camels, Eliezer prayed to
G-d that she who offers him and his camels water
would be the ideal wife for Isaac. Rebecca passed the
test for she displayed the attributes of compassion and
consideration for others (Genesis 24). Her role in the
decision making process was minimal, for her father
and brother first consented to her marriage and only
later did they ask Rebecca if she would go to Canaan
to marry Isaac. Isaac did not see his bride until after
she arrived at his home in Canaan. This is among one
of the many Biblical references to a marriage arranged
by parents.

Arranged marriages evolved over time, and with
Arthurian legend came the concept of courtship. A
man would win the heart of a girl, and after a period of
courtship would marry her. These tales became
glorified and romanticized with acts of heroism and
bravery, with suitors in shining armor rescuing their
damsels in distress. A myriad of fairy tales, from
Rapunzel to Cinderella, have modeled themselves from
legends of this nature.

Our ancestors in Iran followed suit with these
traditional methods of courtship and marriage. In
times of danger, they were arranged, as seen in the
betrothal of my great-grandparents. To avoid giving
away their children to their Muslim persecutors as
husbands and wives, parents would have their children
engaged (and sometimes married) at early ages.

More recently, the concept of khastegar, or a
suitor, was prevalent. If a man were interested in a
woman, he would not approach her directly. Rather
he, or a family member or friend, would approach her

parents. He was only allowed to date her after proving
his intentions of marriage, which was often by formally
calling in the elders of the community to court the girl
on his behalf. In many instances, if one khastegar
came for a girl, several others would follow, and the
girl and her family would then choose one to marry.
Once married, divorce was considered taboo, and
rarely occurred but for extreme circumstances.

The notions of arranged marriages, courtships, and
a suitor for a woman’s hand in marriage is an anomaly
in current American society. Today, American men
and women have lost much of the formality and
oropriety of earlier times, and will casually date for
long periods of time, sometimes with the intentions of
marriage, oftentimes without. This phenomenon is
manifested throughout the media, in movies,
television, music videos and commercials. In the 21st
century, American girls will audaciously pursue and
seduce men, as opposed to the historical tradition of
the gallant male pursuing the modest maiden. Today’s
modern, liberated women see this role reversal as a
sign of assertiveness and an advancement of women's
rights.

With our migration to the United States, we of
Persian-American descent have acclimated many of the
customs of our American neighbors, one of which is
dating. Mashadis have borrowed from American
customs and melded them into a new process unique
to themselves. Socializing takes place In groups,
where people get acquainted with one another. Boys
and girls then pair off to date. Mashadi dating Is
sometimes just for fun, a derivative from American
culture. At other times, when one-on-one dating has
serious intentions, it is seen as a final step, a near
commitment to engagement. In contrast to this new-
fangled Mashadi approach to courtship, dating and
marriage, dating in American society is the mechanism
by which individuals meet to learn about each other.
Fngagement and marriage takes place only after this
long process of acquaintanceship and dating.

But lest we forget in the American approach toward
marriage is their ease of divorce. A recent study by
the United States Census Bureau found that within the
last decade, the number of American households with
traditional nuclear families sank to below twenty five
percent, a historical low. The study also showed that
the number of single parent households and the
number of unmarried couples living together had both
increased. A divorce rate of over fifty percent can be
added to this shopping list. These statistics have
surnrised and disappointed the media, illustrating the
innate American desire still held for traditional
marriage. Social analysts are trying to decipher the
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causes for such drastic changes, to find possible
remedies to curtail these rising statistics that are
deemed detrimental to stable family growth.

Seventy-five years ago in Mashad
differs significantly from 21st century
America, but marriage never fails to take
prevalence in the life of an individual.

An interesting twist to this otherwise somber report
was an analysis of New York City, where the marriage
and nuclear family rate increased. The number of
extended family members living in one household also
increased, in contrast with the rest of the nation,
where there was nearly no growth. These contrasting
statistics have been attributed to the large number of
immigrant families living in this area. Analysts have
concluded that New York City is a place where children
can thrive and grow in a stable, secure environment.
These contrasting statistics within New York with the
rest of the United States illustrates that immigrant
families have maintained a different value system than
that of the majority of Americans. Perhaps they have
not lived in this country long enough to be fully
absorbed in the high American divorce trend and
decline in family stability. It is likely that they adhere
to the traditional values they brought from their
countries of origin. Regardless, as youth in a
transitional generation, we must observe our
surroundings and attempt to avoid the pitfalls that
have caused our American neighbors to stumble.

In which direction are we heading? Will we evolve
to be included in statistics such as these? Can we
expect our future outcome, over the years and in
ensuing generations, to be any different from the
typical American household? If we continue to modify
our style of dating to become more like Americans, will
we be prone to the same broken homes and more
frequent divorces? What will stop us from becoming
another American statistic? Should we revert to our
previous methods toward marriage to maintain that
differential that immigrant communities” still possess?
By emulating the American methodology, we are
inclined to expect the same ramifications to our
community that are of recent news in the media.

We, as Americans of Iranian descent are caught
between these two worlds. On one hand, we would
like to date before committing to marriage, as is done
in the United States. But we also want to marry and
start a family that will last a lifetime, a tradition that
our elders have instilled in us. Is casual dating truly
advantageous to a long-lasting marriage? Should we
discard our traditional methods of courtship and
marriage, those that have yet to prove failure? It is
our challenge, as children of an immigrant generation
seeped in a culture rich of deep tradition and custom,
to take the best of both these worlds, and meld them
together into a productive system of our own.

= Collette Karmily

FARSI 101

The extent of the Farsi language that my nieces
and nephews understand is when my mother says to
them “Elahee ghorbonet besham man.” 1 doubt they
really understand even that, they just know that a
series of kisses and cheek grabbing will follow.

Now here’s my Linguistics 101 class paying off.
Every culture revolves around language. Language is
one of the aspects of culture that is passed down from
generation to generation, with slight variations In
accent and dialect as the years pass by and
communities migrate. It is what links the younger
generation to that of their parents’. It is what they
have in common, @ means of communication.

But once the assimilation process sets in, and
children begin attending schools in which they are
exposed to the English language for the majority of the
day, a gap begins to form. This process is inevitable
and the assimilation of our children is absolutely
necessary for survival in this country. 50 our question
for today is...what can we do to lessen this gap and
why is it even important to do so-

Well the obvious solution would be to expose
younger children to the Farsi language. I'm not talking
about heavy duty, fresh off the boat Farsi. I'm talking
about just simple, everyday words and phrases that
can be used for communication. So instead of me
saying, “Go to sleep already!” to my sister's kids, 1
would say, “Bekhabeen deegeh, oof’’

But in all seriousness, the importance of
decreasing this language gap IS enormous. If our
parents’ generation is fluent in Farsi and our
generation is capable of speaking and understanding
it, then what will become of our children? Chances are
they will only understand Farsi and their lexicons will
be comprised of a scarce number of Farsi words.

So what'’s the big deal if there's a language gap
between generations? Who cares if our children won't
be able to speak Farsi? Well for one thing, order to be
a part of something such as our rich Persian culture,
one has to be able to identify with an aspect of it. 1
identify others and myself to be Persian by the
language we speak, our dark hair and complexions and
the occasional unibrow. By being able to identify with
others, you form a bond, and a sense of unity and
belonging.

I love being Persian and having a part in our
culture. I love hearing stories about my parents’ lives
in Iran and their summer trips to good old Bandar
Pahlavi, where the beauty of Iran was seen through
the mountains and the Caspian Sea. What they
experienced in the past and all the stories they have
told me in the very language that identifies them as
being Persian, makes me, the made in the U.S.A. baby,
a true Persian at heart.

"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations; ask your father, and he will show you; your

elders, and they will tell you.” -Deuteronomy 32:7
= Natalie Rahmani
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IRAN: THE MOTHER COUNTRY

Twenty years have passed since the Islamic
Revolution drove thousands of people out of Iran.
As a twenty-two year old guy who was born two
weeks after the migration, I wonder what was it
really like living in Iran? Was it the place that my
parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents
really said it was? Was it the “behesht,” or heaven,
that my father always calls it? Iran in the year 2001
is not the same Iran of 1971; so what was it really
like? Have the generations before me really
recovered from the nightmarish revolution that
forced them to leave their beloved country?

As I hear stories from my grandparents and my
parents, Iran was better than heaven. From the

mountains to the sea, from Torghabeh to Bandar
Pahlavi, Iran was a place where beauty was an
understatement and happiness was the general
mood, from the children to the elderly. Family
values were a very important characteristic, and
were passed down from generation to generation.
There were no worries, no stress, and no fears. The
only fear they had was fear itself, even though they
had the distractions of the fellow Muslim boys in the
neighborhoods calling them names and harassing
the women. With these distractions, they learned
how to stay united and to protect their pride as Jews
in an Islamic nation.

Iran was a place where beauty was an

understatement and happiness was the
general mood

As a little boy and still today, my grandfather
reminds me that I am very lucky to be living where I
am today. He always tells me stories about when
he was a kid and how he was treated, and how he
would get revenge. Since the only schools the Jews
could go to were Muslim schools, keeping the pride
of being a Jew was very hard, especially when the
Muslim boys constantly threw jabs at them such as
"Bacheh Jude,” or Jewish kid. He tells me that the
only way to stop them from calling them names was
to “treat them how a rabid dog is treated. If they
bark and you become afraid of them, then they’ll
bark louder. But if you attack right when they bark,
they will never bark at you again.” After he would
finish telling me the stories he would immediately
point to his house and the property we live on and

tell me to thank G-d that I didn't have to see what he
saw when he was my age.

Among the other stories he tells is the happiness that
people lived with every day. He would go on vacations in
the summer to his friend’s gardens, also known as
"baghs.” One garden that was well known to my family
was in Torghabeh. This was in the countryside, which
had large plots of land with few houses on it. Almost
every summer, they would go there and have the time of
their lives. This was a time where the whole family
would gather around and let the kids loose in the fields
without any worries of Muslim boys jabbing away. But
the happiness that was the key to their lives was all
taken away from them in one instant.

Due to what is known as the Islamic Fundamentalist
Revolution, led by Ayatollah Khomeini, things went from
good to bad very quickly. Although my father doesn't
ike to talk about it much, reading about it and learning
about it on television tells me how hard it was. Not only
for him and my family, but also for everyone who had to
face the harsh and ugly task of taking whatever
belongings they had and leaving the country that they
grew up in and loved dearly. Some, including my father,
chose to stay longer in hiding, so that they could sell off
their investments and come back with some means of
income for their families. Even with all that, what
destroyed everyone’s hearts the most was the sight of
their leader, father figure, and hero being kicked out of
his beloved country. The late Shah, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who ruled from 1941 until his ousting in 1979,
was well respected by many people in Iran, including the
Jewish communities. I always heard about what a great
man he and his family were, but the reaction to the
recent news about his daughter’s unfortunate passing
really demonstrated to me how much he and his family
meant to my family and all Iranians. As we sat around
the table during Shabbat, all I saw was my family
nodding their heads in sorrow and shock, as they looked
at a picture of the Shah and his family in a 1979 photo
and reminisced about what a great family they were.

Through my family’s experiences and all the stories, I
have come to realize what a great place Iran was to my
family and many people in our community. Even though
it's been twenty two years since we chose, out of fear, to
move to various parts of the world, many still wish to one
day return to the Iran they lived in. Although conditions
there aren’t the same right now, perhaps in time, the
ticket for us to re-visit Iran will come.

= Raymond Hakimian
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ARE WE UNITED?

The ‘unity’ present in the community is excessive
at times, and often it is not good. Not only do I feel
this way, but I have also heard from a few
community members that they too feel that the
unity present in our community is not always of a
good nature.

While the positive aspects of unity are obvious,
the negative aspects, the things you don't see, are
less obvious.

As a HANC studenrt, I see different types of Jews
every day: Ashkenazis, Russians, Persians, as well
as, Mashadis. While other Jews commingle freely,
talk to each other, and enjoy each others’ company,
Mashadi Persians stand together but as a separate
group. We're united with each other, but not with
others. We don’t mix with others and we also think
of others as inferiors.

Unity is not only about the good things. In the
April 2001 issue of Megillah, Collette Karmily wrote
an article in which she emphasized many positive
aspects of unity. While she is not wrong, she only
discussed the positive aspects of unity. However,
there are also many bad aspects to unity. In the
past we were united for good causes. Through our
unity we deterred alien influences such as the
Muslims in Iran. But now, we find ourselves
increasingly exploiting our unity for bad things.
When people see others doing something they are
implored to follow. For example, negative trends
become popular quickly. One such case s
substance abuse. Unfortunately the outcome in the
case of substance abuse is evident. Chas-v’shalom,
someone in our community will die from substance
abuse one day. People who smoke, do drugs, or
drink, become bad role models for others to follow.
Where is the good in everyone copying each other’s
excessive negative habits?

Our unity has meant that we are jealous of each
other. Not only do we want have what others have,
we want more. Why settle for what G-d has given
us? We want to be superior not only to other
people, but to other Persians too.

Jealousy results in people doing negative things,
like showing off to impress others. The source of
this problem might be when people have too much
money, too little self-esteem and too great a desire
to show off. But without any showing off, one is not
recognized.

I myself, as I am sure many others, have gotten
to a point where I must decide between socializing
and having any form of etiquett. If I choose the
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path of socializing, I have to condemn myself for doing
bad things, such as bad manners, and activities resulting
in bad health, because that is what results from being in
one of the community’s cliques. If I choose the path of
etiquette, however, I end up isolated, with few, if any,
friends. In some scenarios there’s a fine line between
the two, but not always.

While other Jews commingle freely, talk to

each other, and enjoy each others’
company, Mashadi Persians stand together
but as a separate group. We're united with
each other, but not with others.

But I don’t wish to write a negative article. I'm not
saying that unity is bad. I'm saying that unity must be
used in a good way. For example, in times of need, you
can usually find someone to help you.

In a few years, I think that the community will be like
a black hole, there will be so much jealousy and ‘unity’
that the community will not be able to maintain and
support itself. People must avenge this by living their
own lives, and not relying on the lives of others.

The question is not “"Are we united?” but “Are we
united for a good purpose?”

= Mickey Karimzadeh

Guidelines for Articles

« We will not consider anonymous articles or
submissions.

= All articles must be signed by author.

We will consider articles, opinion pieces, short

stories, poems, and community news.

Write anything you feel passionate about.

You do not need to be an experienced writer.

Submissions may be edited as necessary.

Include your complete name, telephone #,

email address.

= Attach your article as a word document and email
to megqillah5761@hotmail.com or mycny@aol.com

= QOtherwise fax or mail articles to the MYC office.

WANTED: MEGILLAH SUPERSTARS!

‘Megillah is currently looking for columnists and

staff writers. Join the Megillah Crew! Contact
megillah5761@hotmail.com or mycny@aol.com
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MEET THE BOARDS
QUESTIONNAIRE

For the current issue of Megillah, we had the opportunity to present a questionnaire to our community’s various
boards. Each board then decided who would respond to the questionnaire. Many members were enthusiastic about
answering Megillah’s questions, and presenting their opinions and ideas to our community. Our community relies on each
and every individual as much as it relies on our leaders to guide us In the direction in which we move. In this issue, we
take a look at the community’s past, present, and future. This questionnaire was difficult to complete due to busy
schedules and especially because English is a second language for many of the participants. Although we certainly wish
more board members had responded to the questionnaire, we're glad that several people were able to overcome these
obstacles. The following are the questions followed by the answers, in alphabetical order by last name. We hope that
you find them interesting.

1- Your position, your role. What is your involvement in community affairs? What Board
do you serve on?

2- It is said that the best way to lead is by example. In what way do you lead by
example?

3- What advice can you offer the next board/ new members?

4- Where do you want to see the community 5/10/20 years from now? How do we get
there?

5- What are your expectations and demands from the community and its members?

6- What were some of the hardships you, the community, or members of the community
faced during the first five years in America?

7-  What are some of the hardships you, the community, or members of the community
faced in the past five years in America?

8- Has the issue of religious polarization improved over the past ten years? How has it
improved? Is there currently an issue of religious polarization in our community? If
ves, how should it be addressed? What can be done to improve it?

9- What are some of the positive things we have accomplished throughout our history and
especially over the past twenty years?

10- Favorite quotation.
Pick a quotation from a book, a movie, or a song. Please give an exact quotation and

list the exact source. You can say why you picked this quote if it is not obvious.

It is indeed misery if I stretch an empty hand to man and receive nothing;
but it is hopelessness if I stretch a full hand and find none to receive.

- Khalil Gibran
We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.

- Winston Churchill
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MR. EBRAHIM
AZ.17.

1. I am one of the gabbayim for the main sanctuary, a
member of the Charity Board, a member of the
Supervisory Board of Electons for community affairs, (for
example: elections of the Central Board, Synagogue Board,
or MYC board etc., and a member of the Religious Board.

2. The best way to lead by example, and the way I lead by
example is by being open minded to all issues, by not
taking sides and being neutral. Being on the Supervisory
Board and also other boards in this community, you can
not be prejudiced against anybody or anything; you have
to be neutral. Also, everything I have done, I have tried to
do the best job possible, and to do it in the same way and
in the tradition of our ancestors.

Basically, follow the footsteps our fathers.
This is the way I keep my religion, or the
way I conduct my own personal business,
and also the way to conduct community
affairs.

3. The best advice I can give to any member of our
community who would like to serve this community at any
position or any board is that you are volunteering your
time and effort to make our community a better place to
be. You are working for the community's growth. Itis
not for personal benefit and fame. Basically you have to
be able to say: community first and me last, and be able to
take criticism, because whatever you do some people will
say it is good, and some people will say it is bad.

5. I would expect and demand solidarity and unity for our
community, because if we have peace, solidarity, and unity
in our community, we will be able to grow and keep the
good name that our fathers and our grandfathers have

built for us.

6. Personally I did not go through the hardship that over
90% of our community has gone through. When I came
to this country in 1979 with my family as others did, I had
already established a business in this country. I was able
to bring most of my belongings to this country. But 90%
percent of community did not have this privilege that I
had. They came to this country with very limited
resources. This is where I can say our people benefited
from the word "Mashadi community.” This is when the
women in our community came to be an important part of
our community, because most women started working
alongside their husbands, and also their children came to
work. People in our community helped cthers by giving

merchandise to conduct their businesses simply because
they were Mashadis. People trusted one another because
they had dealt with their father and grandfathers; they had
established a trust for them. With one another’s help, our
community has grown so much and has become what it is
today.

7. In my opinion one of the hardships that has hit our
community in the past five years is the issue of marriages
of our sons and daughters.

8. I really don’t have a comment regarding this question.

9. A positive thing we have accomplished is the closeness
of our community.

DR. JONAS
CHAFIIAN

1. I serve as a member of the Higher Education Committee
and Supervisory Committee for Elections.

2. The causes and disciplines that I advocate are ones
which I have lived my life by.

3. My advice to new members of the board is to consider
that position as a privilege and be truthful to yourself and
to the community you are serving. Every decision you
have to make, consider the short and long-term effect.
Consider your rewards to be the privilege that you were
chosen to serve.

4. T believe that our goal for the future is to remain a
cohesive and well-educated community. We need to reach
out to other successful Jewish communities in America and
learn from their successful experiences. We need to
continue teaching our children the importance of achieving

e————————————————
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higher goals not just for themselves, but for our
community, the Jewish nation, and for humanity as a
whole. This is the formula used by successful Jewish
communities over centuries and throughout the world.

5. I consider myself as an advisor in some capacities.
Whether it is medical, social, or educational. I don't have
any personal demands or expectations from anyone.

6. My first five years in America were spent training in my
profession. Like many other jobs or professions, indeed
the beginning requires lots of hard work, dedication, and in
my case, many sleepless nights and weekends with very
little financial rewards. The community at the time was
small, established in Kew Gardens. They were successful
and supportive of each other. Everyone, even non-
relatives, was treated very warmly in one another's homes.
I believe people lived within their own means. Despite
some language barriers and Sephardic ways of
worshipping, the community was accepted by the Jewish
community of Kew Gardens.

7. The hardship that I as a physician have experienced in
the past five, ten or fifteen years is mostly related to
fundamental economic changes in the practice of medicine
in America. The changes have been rapid and hard to
adjust or accept. This pattern of rapid change is a way of
life in America and I believe every citizen more or less will
face these changes in different intensities and hardships.
We have to learn how to live by them or try hard to bring
more favorable changes to the system.

The hardships and challenges our community has felt and
will continue to face are multi-faceted. We are suffering
from growing pains. We have to prepare and
accommodate for our needs in terms of places or worship,
community center, library.

One of the most important far-reaching challenges is the
lack of completion of higher education. The 50% number
that describes the percentage of high school students
going on to college is under par and unacceptable for our
long term success. As parents, we have to start working
hard now to reach a goal that more than 90% of our
children become college graduates.

Another important challenge is the issue of marriage of our
young people. I think there are several solutions as there
are several etiologies. If our beloved religious and
community leaders continue to advocate marriage among
Mashadis as the most favored, then they may dissuade
some from reaching out to other Jewish communities. The
cost of marriage and exchanges of gifts around it are so
unreasonably prohibitive in a community where there is an
epidemic of "chesh-ham-cheshmi." This has prevented
many young men from getting married and caused many
young women to marry only for financial success.
However, there are good and intelligent programs that are
breaking these barriers and creating ways for our young
people to find future spouses.
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8. I do not have statistical data to answer the question of
religious polarization within the community. However, I
believe it's ok that some of us live by a more observant
way of Jewish life and some by a more liberal way of
Jewish life. We are all Jewish and remain totally dedicated
to our religion for all our lives.

We must accept and love each other and we
must stop criticizing or dictating the other's
way of life. Once we have accomplished this
level of tolerance, then the whole issue of
polarization will evaporate.

9. We have witnessed an enormous amount of positive
contributions and changes within the community over the
past twenty years. I have observed a considerable amount
of interest and participation in community life by our young
people. Our leaders have provided many of our young
people the opportunity to visit Israel. Our youth have
created many useful educational and religious programs.
Our community has contributed to the formation of
scholarship programs through efforts of the Higher
Education Committee. The new generation of young
people have taken upon themselves the responsibility of
the community functions and boards. Along with foresight
and dedication of a handful of leaders, the new leaders of
the community have successfully completed the projected
program of community center and synagogue.

10. As our 35th president, John F. Kennedy said in his
Inaugural Address on January 20, 1961, "Ask not what
your country can do for you, but what you can do for your
country." This statement, in essence, tells us that we, as
members of communities and as human beings, shall take
it upon ourselves to contribute to the world. There is
greater joy in giving than in receiving.

ROBERT
DAVOODZADEH

1. Central Board Member

2. I have served as a member of the Central for the
current term. This has been a tremendous experience for
me personally. Of course, it requires setting aside a
certain amount of time weekly. However, with a bit of
creative time-management I have found ways to allocate
the necessary time, with minimum disruption to my family
life and business.

Our community suffers from a shortage of qualified
candidates to serve on its key board positions. One reason
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why many individuals shy away from community service, is
a fear of the disruption that it may cause to their family
and professional life. In a properly functioning board, with
the workload appropriately distributed, individual board
members should not have to sacrifice their family life or
profession in order to fulfill their board responsibilities.

My hope is that in future elections more individuals will
step forward as I and many others did in previous terms
and volunteer for community service. The time spent IS
well worth the experience, and it does not have to cause a
serious disruption to one’s family and professional
livelihood.

3. Central Board members are elected to represent and
serve all segments of the community. Therefore, it is
important that the various orientations within the
community be represented on the Central Board.
However, the Board has to avoid a situation in which Board
members, depending on their personal orientation within
the community, individually or as blocks persistently
pursue a limited and pre-conceived agenda and stifle or
ignore healthy debate of the various issues that the Board
has to deal with. Board members need to evaluate the
merits of their decisions as they affect the entire
community. They have to maintain an objective posture
and focus on the preservation of unity and harmony in the
community.

4. Naturally I would like to see a unified, and ever
advancing community capable of preserving its religious
and family values, as well as its strong sense of community
and heritage. However, the path that we choose today is
critical to the future achievement of these ideals.

Our unity will depend on how well we accept diversity
within the community. Today our community is less
homogenous than before as a result of the freedom we

enjoy in the United States.

We have to develop more tolerance and
acceptance for diversity in religious
observance, lifestyle, and personal
aspirations within the community. We need
to respect each other for what we are and
how we live and make room for a certain
degree of diversity among the community
members.

Our community has generally succeeded in America
through hard work. However, the key to our future
advancement is higher education for the younger
generation. Our traditional businesses: rugs, jewelry,
garment, and textiles may not have sufficient promise or
attraction for the future generations. We need to
encourage the younger generation to seek the education
necessary for exploring new and more diverse professions.

We have to maintain a strong commitment to pass on oul
Sephardic Jewish heritage to the next generation. The
family nucleus is the key source of inspiration in this
regard. However, on the community level we have to stay
committed to supporting yeshiva education, as well as the
community Talmud Torah program, in order to continue (o
provide our children with a sense of identity and heritage.

5. At times we come up with guidelines with which we
expect the community members to comply voluntarily---
such as the guidelines we proposed regarding parties
(“majales”), or guidelines that the Synagogue Boara
establishes concerning rules of conduct in the Synagogue.
These guidelines are more in the form of request than
demand. Careful consideration is given to avoid causing
undue hardship to anyone. We expect the community to
comply with guidelines of this nature, which are designed
for the welfare of the entire community.

6. The majority of the community immigrated to the U.S.
at the time of the revolution and the rise of Muslim
fundamentalism in Iran. During the first five years the
community struggled to adjust to the new environment,
language, and culture. In addition, since a substantial part
of the wealth within the community was wiped out, many
families had to start to rebuild their finances from scratch.
Our unity and strong community ties helped us get through
those tough years. In the subsequent years the same ties
helped us succeed and prosper and become a successful
immigrant community.

7. In the past five years we have witnessed the first
generation of American born Mashadi youth reach their
teenage years. The generation and communication gap
between these youngsters and parents who immigrated to
this country in the late 1970’s is a major contributor to the
adjustment issues that our youth currently face. We at the
Central Board felt that a Modern Orthodox Sephardic
Rabbi, who has the necessary skills to deal with youth
issues can help our youngsters bridge the gap between our
Mashadi tradition, heritage, and values on the one hand
and the western culture and environment on the other. We
found Rabbi Hayyim Kassorla to be the perfect candidate
for this position and we look forward to having him join the
community by early August.

Another issue of major importance in the past few years Is
the alarming decline in the rate of marriage among our
young. This trend, if it goes unchecked, is detrimental to
the basic building block of the community which the family
nucleus. We need to have some fresh approaches to this
issue. Our traditional system of arranged or semi-arranged
marriages is no longer acceptable to the younger
generation. More importantly, our community may not be
big enough to offer the choice that our single young adults
expect to have in order to find their match. One approach
is to join hands with other Mashadi communities around
the world and effectively draw on a larger pool of single
young adults. The Mashadi singles cruise initiated by
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concerned community members and supported by the
Central Board is a good test case for this approach. But,
regardless of the outcome, we need to continue exploring
other approaches in order to solve this important problem.

8. There is a wide range of religious observance levels in
the community. For those who are so inclined, religious
freedom in America combined with a global rise in
Orthodox Jewish movement have provided the atmosphere
for practicing religion on a more observant level than it
was commonly practiced in Iran. Yet, others prefer to
keep the level of observance at what they consider as our
common religious practice in Iran. These are the basic
religious poles in the community.

Religious polarization reaches a heightened state when the
community gets involved with major issues of fundamental
religious importance. The debate over the closing of the
Mashadi Jewish Center of Great Neck—Share Shalom—
parking lot on Shabbat and High Holidays fueled religious
polarization in the community because it had fundamental
importance and affected almost everyone. Following a
tense period, the solution that was found, eventually
helped diffuse the tension, and restore a degree of mutual
acceptance within the community. I hope that a similar
solution is found for the parking lot of 130 Steamboat Rd.,
and the community is spared another flare up.

We will most likely continue to have a diverse range of
religious observance levels in the community. Our unity
will depend on how we deal with this diversity. Our
religion has provided us with a sense of identity as
Mashadi Jews. It has played a key role in holding us
together as a community under difficult conditions of
persecution. It will be ironic to have religion become a
source of division to our community in the current period
of security and relative prosperity.

There is something to be learned from the manner in
which the issue of religious polarization is dealt with inside
the family circle. There are many families in the
community which consist of members with different
observance levels. In these families, the members,
generally come to the realization that the only way to
preserve harmony within the family is by mutual
acceptance, respect, and accommodation. We need to
somehow extend this mutual acceptance and respect
beyond the family circle and to the entire community.

9. In the past twenty years we have transformed ourselves
from a persecuted minority in Iran that was uprooted
under difficult circumstances, to one of the most successful
immigrant communities in America. If that is not an
accomplishment I don’t know what is.

10. "That which unites us is, and must be, stronger than
that which divides us. We can concentrate on what unites
us, and secure the future for all our children; or we can
concentrate on what divides us, and fail our duty through
argument and resentment and waste.”
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FARROKH
AVRAHAM
DILMANIAN,
PH.D.

1. I have had the pleasure to be among the founders of
the Higher Education Committee in 1987, and to serve,
together with Dr. Jonas Chafiian, as a Co-Chairman of the
committee since then. It has been an honor for me to
work with my very dedicated friends and colleagues in that
Committee. Beside that, I served in the initial (interim,
transient) term of the community's Central Board, which
also gave me much pleasure to work with some very
dedicated members of the Community.

2. I have not been trying to lead, but to encourage.

3. I am not in a position of advising the next board. I
think people who volunteer to put so much of their time
and effort in the community’s life have their own thoughts,
initiatives, ideas, and vision.

4. T would like to see the community encouraging higher
education more than it does today. With so many talented
young people we have, our community should come more
to the realization that professional careers can be very
rewarding, also in the financial sense. Also, I think that we
should relate more to the other Jewish communities
around us, especially the other Iranian communities and
the Mashadi community in Israel. I would like to see that
every high school graduate at least finishes college, and
that every college student spends at least one year in an
I[sraeli university.

5. I do not have any expectations or demands from the
community and its members.

6. I came to the United States from Israel in 1974 as a
graduate student, and, therefore, I did not experience the
hardships of a new immigrant. I think a common difficulty
for new immigrants with children is that they feel less
capable of guiding their children's education because of

their own limited familiarity with the new society and the
new language.

7. Our community still tries to cope with its new lifestyle.
Changing trends clearly can be seen in the behavior of the
community's children and the youth. For example, less
young people spend time on creative work (music, arts,
writing, etc.) today than fifteen years ago. This is because
they enjoy so much mingling with each other and
experiencing features of the American life. Creative work
at the young age can be very enjoyable and constructive
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8. The first issue that comes to mind when talking about
religious polarization is education. I do not think public
schools are suitable for our students. The long term
solution might be a Jewish school that would be developed
either by us (perhaps in conjunction with other Iranian and
Sephardic communities), or by others with our
encouragement and resources. The most important aspect
of such a school should be to appeal to the entire
community, and, therefore, it must be very moderate.

9. Our community is an absolutely unique sociological
phenomenon. I do not know of any other community
anywhere that acts like a large family as we do, or Is
genetically as large a family as we are.

Our accomplishments in the past and the
present stem from that feeling of
relatedness, which is great. Our most
important accomplishment has been to keep
the personality traits of our ancestors

(some of which are Iranian traits): to be affectionate,
gentle, caring, sincere, honest, and dedicated to our
Jewish and Zionistic traditions. Our second largest
accomplishment has been that we cherished and promoted
further that feeling of relatedness to the level that
encouraged so many young and adult members of the
community to devote tremendous amount of their time,

talents, and resources to the community.

10. I am an admirer of Hafez, the Persian poet,
philosopher, and humanitarian thinker of the 14th century.
I often think about his thoughts, and I identify with all of
them. It is difficult to bring a quotation from him without
going through a detailed discussion.

Megillah, Number 73,

MR.
ABDOLRAHLIM

ETESSAMI

1. I am currently the Chairman of Congregation Shaare
Tova, as well as a member of the Board of Trustees of the
United Mashadi Jewish Community of America. I was first
elected in our Community’s very first Board (Anjoman)
elections in Iran in 1963, and I have been involved with
community affairs, in various capacities, ever since. We
established the Anjoman’s by-laws with the approval of the
Iranian government in 1965. In 1970 we purchased a
property in Tehran and in 1971 started construction of the
Anjoman Synagogue. This Synagogue Is still in use and all
Jewish weddings in Tehran take place there. After our
migration to the U.S. I was elected to the Board of Shaare
Tova, and I was very much involved with the construction
of Shaare Tova Synagogue, which had its grand opening in
1983. I was involved with the purchase and administration
of our community’s two cemetery plots on Long Island, the
first of which we acquired in 1980. Among other
achievements that I am proud of, was my role in the
building of our community’s old-age home in Hertzelliah,

Israel.

2. Throughout the past forty years, during which I have
had the privilege to serve our Mashadi Community in Iran
and in New York, I have always tried to be sincere and
honest, and to protect the interests of our people in all

circumstances.

3. My advice to the new Board would be to try to improve
the By-laws of UMICA by correcting its shortcomings in a
way that would allow all community synagogues and
organizations to come together and be allied.
Unfortunately the previous Boards have not attempted to
solve the problems with the By-laws. They have
maintained their goal of central billing by the Central Board
for all community synagogues, which in my opinion Is
neither rational, nor in the best interest of the community.
For example, Great Neck, which is not a very large area, is
made up of nine separate and independent villages, each
of which have their own mayor and their own village
government. This way, the residents of Great Neck are
better served. Each village acts in the best interest of its
residents and tries to resolve their problems. Of course,
the villages are all a part of the Town of North Hempstead,
and they cooperate and work together in decisions and
problems that concern them all. The same type of system
of government is used all over the United States, from
local governments, all the way to the state and Federal
level. At each level, the government is independent and

‘.. handles its own finances. I believe America is successful
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because of this wise system. The Central Board wants to
have all powers in its hands, and this will never be
acceptable to all synagogues in our community.

4. I am very optimistic about the future of our community.
If we can continue to maintain our unity, I believe that
each generation can become more educated and more
successful than the one before, while maintaining our
special heritage and culture.

5. I would like to see our community to always maintain its
moderate character and stir away from extremism and
fanaticism of any kind.

In Iran, our community members were
always famous for their honesty and
trustworthiness. I hope that our future
generations will continue to maintain this
character and reputation. It is mainly the
responsibility of parents to make sure this
happens.

Parents must be adequately involved in their children’s
lives and guide them in the right direction.

6. The period after the Iranian revolution could have been
disastrous for our community and could have broken us
apart. Of course, each family had its own difficulties,
whether financial or social, but I think G-d was very kind to
us to enable us to so quickly get established here and
become successful. We have to be very grateful to some
early pioneers, like Mr. Yousef Banilevy, who acted so
quickly to build our first synagogue and give our
community a home here.

/. Our greatest hardship in recent years has been the
dwindling rate of marriage of our youngsters. Due to
various social factors, our youth are finding it harder to
find someone to marry. It was a lot easier when parents
had more involvement in their children’s marriage decisions
and could have assisted them.

8. Our community members have always had a wide range
of religious observance. This is a very healthy aspect of
our community, and I don't think there is anything wrong
with it. In my opinion our religion is what has maintained
our community, whether in Mashad, Tehran, as well as in
New York. Being religious is a very good thing, but to
become fanatical would be very dangerous for the future
of our community. I call our community “Liberal
Orthodox.” Some of our people observe more Mitzvot, and
others observe less. The important thing is that we
respect each other and pray under one roof. All
Sepharadim are the same and there is no division between
them. Unfortunately, the Ashkenasim have divided the
Jews into three or more different categories, Orthodox,
Conservative, Reform, etc. This is not wise. We are one
small nation and one religion, and should remain united.

Megillah, Number 73,

In the past 260 years of Mashadi history, we have always
had different levels of religious observance, but we
remained under one roof and were never officially divided.
I hope that we will be able to keep this unity.

10. "Help your fellow man whenever you get a chance. It
happens quite often that a man will need the help of one,
much smaller than himself.” -Jean De La Fontaine

[ thank you for giving me opportunity to share my opinions
with our young generation. I am proud that the Youth
Committee, which was established in Shaare Tova, is now
the most successful and helpful to all our community
members. It is our best organization, and works with
sincerity, and without politics.

MRS. YAFA

HAKIMIAN
MORTHZAZADEKEH
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1. I am a member of the Mashadi Sisterhood.

2. The best way to lead is to dedicate time to community
service.

3. Help maintain our traditions and values

4. In the future, I want to see all our
youngsters pursuing higher education. This
has to be done through encouragement by
parents and the entire community.

5. My expectations and demands from the community and
its members are to support our new democratic system
and to become active in community affairs.

6. The greatest hardship was and is the continuing
struggle to adjust to our new environment.

/. A continuing hardship is dealing with the difficult social
issues inherited from our new environment.

8. The issue of religious polarization has not improved. We
must learn to respect each other's views and to maintain a

united community.

9. Some of the positive things we have accomplished over
the past twenty years was the creation of our democratic
system for running our community affairs and the
dedication of our community to the education of our youth.

10. I believe in the American quote "You get what you
deserve." If we work hard and maintain our unity as a
community we can expect a bright future.

MR. DAVID
KORDVANI

1. I have served the Mashadi Community Central Board for
the last five and half years as well as being part of
"M.O.R.A." (The Mashadi OutReach Association) for even
longer. I also happen to be one of the editors of the
Shalom magazine.

2. I would like to be thought of as someone who respected
everyone else's opinions and as someone who always tried
to extend his hand to others with a smile. I would hope
that this would be an example for the future board
members.

3. My advice to the new Central Board members as well as
all committee members: a) try not to alienate any
particular group in the community because of their
religious affiliation. This is because the Central Board does
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not really have any executive power, in addition to the facl
that too much pressure or ignoring of any groups’ needs,
would result in the eventual defection of those groups from
the community. b) Also, a sincere board member should
put all personal agenda on the side, and only think of the
good of the community as a whole. At the same time, one
should never wait for praise from a community member,
because they probably won't get any!

4. Twenty years down the road I would like to see the
Mashadi community as close knit with each other as they
are right now. I would like to think that no matter how
many more synagogues and minyanim are established, we
will still stay together as one community. I would like to
see that in twenty years when someone's eight-year-old
child is called to read the Torah, "everyone" in the
synagogue would be proud of that boy's success as if he
were his or her own child. Exactly the way it is today!

But in my opinion, the only way for the community to grow
at a healthy rate and not disperse is to use the Syrian
community as our role models and follow their footsteps.
Some of their guidelines, as stated in the by-laws, which
could be tailor-made for our community, are as follows: a)
a heed for a strong diversified and unbiased Central Board.
b) The Central Board should cooperate and respect the
elders of the community, known as the Board of Trustees,
and vice versa. c¢) A strong and active Youth Committee to
keep the youth involved in community affairs. d)
Involvement of community members in various committees
such as C.M.P.A., M.O.R.A., Higher Education etc., in order
for these committees to remain active and healthy to serve
our community. e) In the unfortunate event of any
community member intermarrying outside our religion, he
or she should be ousted and expelled from all phases of
our community, including the Synagogues and weddings.
The Syrian community goes as far as not allowing that
person even to be buried in the Syrian cemetery. f) A
state of the art, strong, modern orthodox community
school should be supported by the whole community and
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Hard work and total dedication played a major role in this
incredible success as well.

parents who had come from a totally different culture.

: ' MG
Therefore, at the beginning, some of these parents 5. I hope that the community members,

serve as a focal point of the community, just as the Syri_ar_1
community has been able to do. g) Last, but foremost, It Is

imperative for the community to officially declare one, and
only one, central and final religious authority. This is so
that all future Rabbis and religious leaders are under the
umbrella of one central authority. It is extremely
dangerous for a small community to start following
different Rabbis, because as honorable and fine as all
these Rabbis might be, we have to understand that each
Rabbi has different ideologies and sooner or later a clash
between different groups will be inevitable. With a definite
hierarchy, these clashes would be minimized.

5. My expectations and demands from the community
members is to "Tolerate and Respect" each others’
religious beliefs. From the very first day that Moses took
the Jews out of Egypt, there has always been " religious
and non-religious" and all in-between kinds of Jews. Even
in Mashad and Tehran this was the case, but somehow, we
all managed to coexist throughout the generations. If we
put these small differences aside, we will realize how much
more we have in common and keep this community as one
big family, and make it the symbol of unity for the rest of
the Jewish world, the way we almost are right now.

6. Obviously, as with every other community immigrating
to a new environment, our community has had its share of

hardships. The first few years of entering America with a
language barrier and a lack of particular talents, the new
immigrants had tough choices such as what business to go

became petrified that maybe their children will become
religious "fanatics" and even leave them altogether. This
fear automatically polarized the community into different
groups of "religious" and "non-religious." Naturally, these
groups became both offensive and defensive and for a
while the gap was widening, but day by day things started
changing and time proved those parents wrong. Gradually
they realized that no one left the community. On the
contrary, not only did those kids stay with parents but
everyone started getting used to each other. We can see
that in the last few years there have not been any known
problems between parents and their children on religious

ISSUES.

I believe that the religious polarization that
exists amongst the community right now IS
absolutely artificial and the difference

between most of us is very minute. I also
believe that deep down most of us have a

great love for G-d and our religion, no matter
how we might appear to be.

9. The positive accomplishments and sacrifices made by
our great grand parents and past Mashadi generations,
especially in Mashad, is a well-known fact throughout the
Jewish world. Many books by foreign historians have been

into and which schools to choose for their children. But in
my opinion, the immediate establishment of Shaare Tova
Synagogue and the presence of two distinguished religious
leaders, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben-Haim and Mr. Nassim Bassalian
prevented the new community from dispersing. Shaare
Tova became the focal point of the whole community when
it most needed one.

7. I think that one of the hardships that the community
faced which almost divided the community into two, was
the parking lot situation of the Shaare Shalom synagogue.
The village would not allow us to close it and at the same
time the by-laws of our community clearly stated that our
public facility should be run according to Orthodox laws
which does not allow a regular open parking on Saturdays
and Holidays. I remember that at the previous Central
Board meeting it took us over two years, and many tense
meetings to resolve the situation. But finally, with the help
of Rabbi Ben-Haim, we were able to come up with a
solution, and keep everyone happy and united under one

ceiling.

8. I think the issue of religious polarization has improved
dramatically in the last ten years. I believe that, at the

beginning, some parents who had just emigrated from Iran

sent their children to Yeshivas without realizing that the
Jewish schools in America would teach their children laws
and customs regarding Jewish religion that even though

they were absolutely right, would be completely new to the
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written about the Jews in Mashad, as how they kept their
faith for over a hundred years under extreme secrecy and
constant fear of their lives. The details of these sacrifices

are beyond the scope of this article.

It is noteworthy to mention some of the accomplishments
that our community has made in the last twenty years,
which in my opinion, should make all of us proud. About
twenty years ago, the Khomeni revolution brought about
the mass emigration of the Mashadis to the U.S. With no
knowledge of the language and no particular skill or
college degree, the future of the community seemed very
bleak. Many such communities after fleeing their mother
countries have gone through generations of hardship until
they were able to create an "ordinary lifestyle™ for their
grand children. They pumped gas and worked as
housekeepers in order to be able to support their families.
However, miraculously, the Mashadis totally skipped those

generations and in practically no time, within the first years

of immigration, prospered beyond belief. Only fifteen
years after immigration to a totally new world and culture,
an average Mashadi family was at the top 5% of the
Americans as far as income and expenditure.

This all happened because of the help of Hashens will,
maybe on the merit of our great grandparents. But many

also attribute this very unusual success rate to the fact that

the Mashadis were extremely united, and trusted each
other as if they were part of one big family.
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Within a short twenty years, our relatively small community
is known personally by the New York Mayor, New York
Senators and Congressmen, the Prime Minister and
President of Israel, and many other dignitaries such as the
late Shah of Iran's wife and son. Not too many
communities can claim such fame!

10. "A human life is like a single letter of the alphabet. It
can be meaningless or it can be part of a great meaning."
-Jewish Theological Council of America

MR. EDWARD
NASSIMI

1. I have been serving as president of the Central Board
for five years. In this capacity I have also served on a
number of different committees and have been intimately
involved in numerous aspects of community affairs.

2. The person in a leadership capacity in our community
has to be able to listen to other people’s opinions, as well
as express his own. While not always successful, I have
tried to stick to this principle. At the same time, one must
be guided by certain overriding principles and guidelines as
to what is needed for the community. These principles
and guidelines should not be compromised due to the
prevailing whims and fashions in the community.

3. The most important advice I can give to new Board
members is that we have to set aside our personal
preferences and prejudices, our personal, family and
business relationships and be strictly guided by our
evaluation of what is needed and best for the future of our
community.

The motive to get involved in community affairs cannot be
to look for popularity or prestige or to expect thanks from
the community members. The satisfaction one gets from

community work has to come from within one's self.

4. I would like to see the community to get better
integrated in the broader community at large. This will
require better education of our youth. At the same time
we will need to keep our community institutions strong and
unified. Those community institutions that have not yet

joined the Central Board need to be brought under the

umbrella to prevent unnecessary and unneeded friction in
the future.
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including young and old, will learn to be
more disciplined and more accepting of
authority. This will bring with it a more
harmonious relationship within the
community and with the community
surrounding us.

6. I came to America from Europe so my experience was
different from most community members. From my
observation, the biggest hardships for the first five years in
America were both material, as well as cultural. The
combined pressure of making a living in the new country
which featured a language that many did not know well
and a whole different set of circumstances than in Iran was
certainly a tremendous challenge. As a whole the
community has met this challenge very well.

/. Most community members have managed to meet the
challenge of making a living in America. This material
success has brought with it new challenges. There is a
tremendous communication and cultural gap between
parents and children. To meet this challenge successfully
will require a much stronger effort than most community
members realize. To give the youth needed direction and
guidance, parents will have to take a hard look at their
own actions and behavior and the examples they set and
change those behavior patterns that set the wrong
example

8. Religious polarization remains an important issue in our
community. I think that over the last few years it has
improved somewhat as community members are learning
to accept a broader range of religious observances. Most
community members have realized that one cannot force
one’s religious behavior on others. However, much needs
to be done to further improve this issue. There remains a
tremendous amount of mistrust between different
segments in the community on this issue. The fact that
one of our synagogues representing a group of more
observant community members has not joined the Central
Board sets a very bad precedent for the future. Our
community has always maintained its unity by being
tolerant and inclusive. These valuable lessons must
continue to be taught to our youth.

9. Our most important accomplishment has been to retain
a high degree of unity. We have managed to do so even
during the last twenty vears in the United States.

10. "He who's not busy being born is buys dying.” Bob
Dylan 1965.
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