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The Acacia Tree

By: Mehran Etessami

We humans consider ourselves the most intelligent beings
on Earth. But there are times when some of G-d’s other
creatures, using only their natural instincts, behave a lot
smarter than we do. Sometimes other life forms, including
some plants, display such instinctive intelligence that they
make some people look real stupid in comparison.

Take, for example, the very remarkable relationship
between a species of the acacia tree and a species of stinging
red ants that live in Central America and parts of Africa. Over
many thousands of years, these acacia trees and the red ants
have developed a special relationship that has helped them
both to survive.

The acacia trees grow bullhorn shaped swollen and hollow
thorns on their branches. These thorns make the perfect home
for the ants, so large colonies of the red ants always live in the
tree. At the base of the leaves of the tree there are little glands
called nectaries, that, when tapped by the ants, give off a
sweet, carbohydrate-rich nectar. At the tip of the leaves of the
acacia tree grow many little beads that look like grains of rice.
These protein-rich beads are called Beltian bodies and
scientists have found no other function for these beads,
besides feeding the ants and their larva.

In return for the food and shelter they receive from the
acacia tree, the ants serve as bodyguards for the tree. At all
times, at least one quarter of the ant colony is patrolling the
tree. If another insect, or a browsing mammal finds the leaves
of the tree inviting and comes close to have a taste, it will
immediately be greeted by the very painful stings of the
attacking red ants. The ants fiercely protect the tree, even
from other plants. If a seedling of another tree starts to grow
within a few feet perimeter of the acacia and threatens to take
its sunlight away, the ants attack and destroy the seedling.

The phenomena of symbiotic relationships between two
species that protect each other are not that uncommon. But
this relationship between a tree and an insect is one of nature’s
most amazing symbiotic relationships.

The ants instinctively know that if the tree is taken away,
they will suffer greatly. They will be deprived of shelter and
food, and will find it very hard to survive. The tree also
knows instinctively that if the ants are taken away, it will be
completely defenseless. It will be devoured by insects and
animals, and taller trees will grow around it and block its
access to sunlight.

What the acacia tree and the red ants know instinctively,
some of us Jews have long forgotten. Our history should have
taught us long ago that we as Jews have two legacies to
protect: Jewish nationality and Jewish religion. There is a
symbiotic relationship between our nationality and our
religion. Whenever you take one away, the other is damaged,
and consequently the Jewish people suffer.

There are those who believe that we can survive as only a
religion. They believe that Zionism and the State of Israel are
irrelevant.  They don’t want to remember how much our
people have suffered during the two thousand years that our

editorial |

homeland was taken away from us. How many pogroms,
persecutions, and forced conversions did our people endure while
we did not have a homeland to shelter us? If Israel had existed,
could there have been a Spanish Inquisition, or a Nazi Holocaust?
[t Israel had existed, would our own community’s ancestors in
Mashad have suffered so much, having to live secretly as Jews for
SO many generations?

Those who believe that we can survive only as a nation, without
a religion, have also been proven wrong. When Jews loose their
religious heritage and identity, they lose all their defenses. Just
look at the extremely high rate of intermarriage within American
Jews that 1s threatening to wipe out so many of us in the coming
years. Or look at some Jews in Israel who have no pride in the
Jewish State and are advocating the removal of the Jewish character
of Israel.

Our homeland, Israel, is in great danger right now, and she
needs all of us to rush to fiercely defend her. If we bask in the
comfort of our homes in America, while Israel is fighting for its
survival, we will certainly live to regret it. It took two thousand
years to revive our Jewish nation. A great many men and women
gave their lives to get Israel to where it is now. How can we
possibly think of neglecting or abandoning her in her hour of need?

Our brothers and sisters in Israel are suffering, not only from
terrorism, but also from the side effects of the Palestinian terror
campaign. The Israeli economy is in recession and many Israelis
are jobless and in need of financial help. They are constantly
condemned by the Europeans, the Asians, the Africans, and the
United Nations, and their moral is low.

At this time, when Israel is under constant attack, both
physically and politically, there are American Jewish organizations
that are placing full-page advertisements in the New York Times,
not to support, but to condemn Israel! There are American Jews
who go to the Middle East on humanitarian missions to help, not the
Jewish victims of terror, but the Palestinians! Some of these Jews
have been appearing on American media, attacking Israel, and
spreading Palestinian propaganda. One of them (who says he no
longer considers himself a Jew) had the privilege of having
breakfast with Yasser Arafat in his compound in Ramallah.

And, unfortunately, there are ignorant Jewish students on
American college campuses who are participating in protests, not
against Palestinian terrorism, but against Israeli retaliation.
Somehow, either the Palestinian propaganda has been so strong, or
Jewish pride and self-esteem has been so weak, that many young
Jlews do not know how to defend Israel, even if they wanted to.

Over the past few months, our community raised a nice sum of
money for, and organized a great solidarity mission to Israel. This
was a good start, but we should not feel in any way that we have
done our duty. Israel needs us now, and we must help Israel, with
moral, financial, and political support. We must know that our

_future, and the future of our children, depends on Israel's success.

What the American Jewish community could really use now, is
a little bit of the natural instincts of the stinging red ant.
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Dayeinu:
A Lesson in Life,

A Lesson in Freedom
By: Rabbi Hayyim Kassorla

What is the second most famous passage in the
Haggadah? 1 am certain you are now asking yourselves,
"What is the first most famous passage?" [ think we would
all agree that it is the 'Mah Nishtana?' So what 1s the
second most famous passage? On that, there might be a
debate.

But when I walked into an elevator in a downtown
office building recently and heard 'Dayeinu’ as part of the
elevator music, it struck me that perhaps it 1s among the
second most well-known passages. Dayeinu 1s sung (o a
peppy melody and it is very well known. While the lines of
Hebrew may be complex, the refrain is not. Everybody
seems to know it; at least the refrain.

But my guess is that those who sing it do not know what
they are saying and if they did know, they would not agree
with it. Despite its catchy melody, it i1s not simply a ditty.
Dayeinu is not merely a children's song. It contains an idea
that, on the one hand is profound, and on the other, might
seem perplexing and problematic. It is an idea to which
many would not subscribe. Dayeinu says, "If you had just
taken us out of Egypt and not led us through the wilderness
— Dayeinu (it would have been enough). If you had led us
through the wilderness, but not brought us to Mount Sinai -
Dayeinu. If you had brought us to Mount Sinai, but not
given us the Torah — Dayeinu. If you had given us the
Torah, but not the Sabbath — Dayeinu."

[s that true? If G-d had only taken us out of Egypt,
that's all, would that have been enough? If G-d had only
gotten us to the foot of Mount Sinai, but not given us the
Torah, would that have been enough? If G-d had gotten us
to the other side of the sea, but not taken us through the
wilderness, would that have been enough? If G-d had led
us through the wilderness, but not brought us across the
Jordan, would that have been enough? If G-d had given us
freedom, but no purpose; If we were given laws, but had no
liberty; If we had Torah, but no homeland; If G-d had
started the task of making us into his people and then left us
in the middle, would that have been enough? Does that

make sense? Somehow, I do not think that we fully
subscribe to this idea, no matter how much we like the
song.

And yet, there is another possibility of meaning in this
familiar song. That meaning is that perfection may not be
possible; that even a small good is precious; that we must
appreciate what is given to us and not lament what 1s not.
Who gets everything they want in life, anyway? Not even
the rich, the aged, the healthy have it all. Dayeinu tells us

that we are blessed in some way, even when it is not what

from the
Rabbi’s Pesk

we think we wanted, even when it is not what we think we
would have preferred. Dayeinu tells us that partial favors from
G-d are also blessings, which should be appreciated and must

not be overlooked.
Some years ago, a woman whose husband died too soon,

remarked to me, "At least we had him for sixty years." 1 was
touched hearing her say that. She certainly wanted him to live
longer. He certainly wanted to live longer, himself. Sixty years
these days is not old. But she understood where to find
blessings, even in the midst of pain. Dayeinu.

As a contemporary Rabbi wrote:

Shall I forget the blessing of health

The moment it gives way to illness”

When tears cloud my eyes and darken the world
Shall I blot from my mind the love | have known
and in which I have rejoiced?

Shall I grieve for youth that has gone

And forget days of vibrancy and power”

Give me the vision, oh G-d,

to see that embedded deep in each of Thy gifts
is a core of eternity undiminished and bright.
What Thou givest, Thou takest not away.

A young man, years ago, suffered a serious automobile
accident. He was very badly injured. [ went to the Intensive
Care Unit to visit him, and he was quite a sight, held together by
pins and bandages and casts. His arms wrapped and strapped,
lying immobile and semi-conscious; it was an overwhelming
sight. As I entered the room, I saw his parents standing next to
the bed. 1 expected them to be grim, tearful, in shock and
distraught. Instead, I found that they were calm, even up-beal
and optimistic. They smiled at me. "He's going to be all right

Thank G-d, it wasn't worse," they said. What a way to look al
life, given the circumstances. Dayeinu.

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan tells of a man whose shop had been
burned in the great Chicago fire. He arrived at the ruins the nexi

morning carrying a table. He set it up amid the charred debris
and above it, placed a sign, "Everything lost except wife,
children and hope. Business will be resumed as usual tomorrow
morning." This 1s Dayeinu. |

We go through life aware of our losses, aware of our pains,
aware of our incompleteness, conscious of what we want and do
not have, of what we think we lack and what others seem to have
in greater measure and abundance than we do, often dissatistied
with ourselves, our lives and even our accomplishments,
oblivious to our multitude of blessing and benefits.
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Who says a daily Dayeinu for life? Who recites a daily
Dayeinu when he has his health, or for family, friends,
community, for the small successes, much less for the great
ones?

Some time ago, The New York Times carried a story
about Jean-Dominique Bauby, 44 years old, highly
successful Editor-in-Chief of Elle Magazine in Paris, a bon
vivant with a wicked sense of humor, who suffered a
massive brain stem stroke and was diagnosed as having
"locked-in syndrome." Bauby, who is only able to
communicate by blinking an eye, wrote a book. By
blinking his eye as friends pointed to letters on an alphabet
chart, Bauby was able to communicate with them.
Unfortunately, two days after his book was published,
Bauby died of heart failure. There is no end to adversity.
When does gratitude begin?

The wrnter, Thomas Carlisle, had spent ten years
preparing the manuscript for his work, "The French
Revolution." During those years, he and his wife lived in
many privations and very meagerly. After he had finished
the immense task, writing it on foolscap and making no
copy, he took the manuscript to his friend, John Stuart Mill,
who had promised to give it a thoroughly critical reading.
Mill placed the enormous bundle of paper on a mantle,
intending to begin reading it the next day. However, when
he returned to get it, it was gone. A housemaid had seen
the scattered papers, thought they were scraps and burned
them 1n the fire.

With heavy heart, Mill had to go to Carlisle's home to
tell him what had happened. After he had done so and left,
Carlisle reported the catastrophe to his wife and mentioned
how pale and shaken Mill had been about it. That night, he
recorded 1t 1n his diary and added, "It was as if my Invisible
Schoolmaster had torn up my copy book when I showed it
to him and said, No, boy, you must write it better." The
next day, Carlisle began working on his better version.

Do we say 'Dayeinu' for our ability to see? To blink an
eye? To move a finger? To think a thought? To speak a
word? Or are we oblivious to the myriad of daily miracles
of existence, ungrateful and therefore unhappy? Is what we
have ever enough? Is what we are totally satisfactory?
From Dayeinu we learn that perhaps G-d only takes us part
of the way and we must make the rest of the way on our
Own.

Paul Sheriff was a wrestler during his years at Oregon
University. One season, he was undefeated.
Unfortunately, he suffered an automobile accident in which
he broke his back. It left him permanently paralyzed from
the waist down. Sheriff insisted on living on his own and
refused to take charity from his family. The paralysis
shrunk his waist. His wrestler's shoulders had always made
it difficult for him to buy clothes that fit. It became

impossible. Sitting in a wheelchair on the bulge of his
wallet gave him sores. Even thick seams were painful to sit
upon. So, Sheriff decided to do something about it. He
took courses in drawing and began designing clothes that
would be comfortable for sitting in a wheelchair and that
would look good at the same time; clothes with light

seams, pockets 1n the legs, things like that. He designed the
clothes and had other people sew them.

That gave him an idea. There are more than a million people
confined to wheelchairs in the United States and a total of 30
million disabled, and no one makes clothes for them. Sheriff
began his own company and now has 54 employees
manufacturing clothes for people in wheelchairs. Some of his
employees are handicapped, and Paul has invented a sewing
machine that can be controlled by mouth.

One major distributor of his says, "We don't give him
business out of pity; the first reason is the quality he maintains.
We never have to send anything back. The second reason is his
honesty." Another retailer says, "Paul is an incredibly hard
worker; to me, he 1s an inspiration and a role model."

This 1s Dayeinu.

There are those who progress in life because they are
especially blessed with ability and opportunity and it is difficult
not to wish for some of that for ourselves. There are also those
who progress in life despite obstacles and challenges; they
persevere and it 1s difficult not to be impressed with the strength
they find within, which, thankfully, most of us rarely have to call
on. There are those who want what they can never have and are
so distracted that they do not take advantage of the possibilities
at hand (for making lemonade out of lemons). And there are
those who recognize their blessings in their many forms, simple
though they may be. "I only have two teeth," said the old man.
"Thank goodness they are opposite one another."

Dayeinu 1s not something we should take lightly or
something to sing without a second thought. Dayeinu is a
statement of purpose, an expression of understanding, a
declaration of profound belief. What do we want for ourselves
and for others? How much? When do we reach our Dayeinu
point?

The following parents' prayer, written for their son, speaks
for all of us. It asks that the child be granted:

Health enough to make work a pleasure.

Wealth enough to support his needs.

Strength enough to battle difficulties.

Grace enough to confess his sins and overcome them.

Patience enough to toil until some good is accomplished.

Charity enough to see some good in his neighbor.

Love enough to make him useful and helpful.

Faith enough to make G-d real.

Hope enough to remove all anxious fear concerning his
future.

We have cnough of almost everything, more than enough for
most of our needs. 'Dayeinu' — May we see our lives in realistic
terms. 'Dayeinu’ — May we learn to express our eternal
gratitude. Amen.

This 1s the message of freedom. This is one message of
Passover.
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By Laws | Mr. Eddie Levian and Mr. Jacob Karmily provide for social gathering of seniors with full bus A pledge 1n honor of President Moshe Katzav and Prime
| Dr. Younes Chafiian, Mr. Hertzel Kashimallak transportation in Great Neck and kosher lunch. Additionally a  Minister Ariel Sharon. This is being negotiated with the office of
(at least five members from outside the Central Persian Satellite television link is being setup and various Farsi  the President for its final purpose. Ambulances range from
| Board are yet to be chosen) publications will be made available. This program is for both  $50,000 to $130,000 and bulletproof buses are $175,000. We
| Public Affairs Mr. Eddie Levian | men and women. Details of the program will be made available have an opportunity to share in one bulletproof bus with another
: Lon Term | Dr. Younes Chafnan - 1n the near future. U.S. community.
By : Robert Davoodzadeh, -Mansour Planiing Dr. David Nematzadeh, Mr. Mansour e Emersencv Fund For Israel - Solidarlty A pledge to Shaare Tzedek Hospital. This is the oldest
Karimzadeh, Edmond Levian Karimzadeh B o Yo 5 Y modern hospital in Jerusalem and 1s the nearest to the city center
Community Mr. Jacob Karmily Mission To Israel | N where most attacks occur. The emergency floor is being rebuilt.
The current Central Board began its term focusing on the | Qutreach | Mr. Hertzel Kashimallak _ The Centra! Board conduct.ed a sp?mal fElIld raising for the We have the opportunity to donate towards a new X-ray room
following initial tasks: Science and | Dr. Younes Chafiian and Dr. David Sta_te osf Isrgel in order to provide specml assistance and convey  through our contribution.
e Transfer of responsibilities from the outgoing board | Medical Adviso Nematzadeh B sol.ldarlty \:wth the state of Israel dunpg th; f::urrent state of tf.?:rror. A pledge to Cholon Mashadi Synagogue to help build the
members to the incoming members. High  Holiday | Mr. Sam Hakim This fund 1s to be used to help provide crltl.cally needed relief to  second floor. The final phase of this project has suffered delays
e Activation of committees necessary to conduct the affairs of | Temporary Mr. Nasser Haghighat, Mr.  Khosrow tlr_le'I_sraell Dfafense F OTCES, EMETency SErvices, as well as to the  due to shortage of funds in these difficult times.
the community Minyans Hakimi civilians d}lrmg thefse rying times. | A pledge to the Mashadi soldiers towards higher education
e Coordination of activities with other community Boards (1.e. | A pOI’tl'OIl (_’f thls_ fu.nd was used to make pledges in the course following their military service.
The Synagogue Board, The Board of Tmsteeg),‘commit-tecs, Liaison Member of the board ft; th; iohdant%;}nssmn by 40 mernrﬁers of f[)‘ilf EOTUI}IW 1;} General Shgul Mofaz, the Chlef of Staff 'of the Israeli
and member organizations through a series of joint meetings | T ——— e T — . S W Yy w— ate February. This group was warmly greeted by the Israeli  Defense forces is expected to be visiting the US. in the month of
e Initiation of new programs considered essential to the well e egr bood [ Mr;;. T irda Karmali . government officials as well as civilians, especially the Mashadi  June. General Mofaz has a fund in his name that provides for

being of the community

e Standing and Ad Hoc Committees
The Committees of the Central Board and their Chairpersons
are as follows.

Committee | Chairman
Communications | Mr. Mansour Karimzadeh
| Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh, Mr. Eddie
Levian and Dr. David Nematzadeh
Budget and I Mr. Bijan Hakimian
| Finance Mr. Hertzel Kashimallak, Mr. Sam Hakim,
Mr. Giacomo Hadjibay and Mr. Herbert | i

Mr. Hertzel Kashimallak
Mr. Mansour Karimzadeh, Mr. Herzel Hakin

Israel & Zionism

New Space for Mr. Masood Banilivi and Dr. David

| Synagogue Nematzadeh
Mr. Eddie Levian, Mr. Edmond Hakimian,
Mr. Mehran FEtessami, Mr. Mehran
| Bassaly and Mr. Jamshid Zar
Unity | Mr. Eddie Levian

Mr. Faramarz Liviem, Mr. Reuben Agadi,
| Dr. David Nematzadeh, Mr. Masood
Banilivy, Mr. Jacob Karmily, Mr. Hertzel
Kashimallak, Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh
and Mr. Jamshid Zar

Social Services Dr. Younes Chafiian and Mrs Linda Kamali

nior Mr. Jacob Karmily and Mr. Masood i _
| f:?tr;;s Banilivy y _ e Joint Meeting with the Board of
Youth Affairs Mr. Mansour Karimzadeh Trustees
Ms. Linda Kamali, Dr. Youncs Chafuan, A meeting with the Board of Trustees was held. There was a
| Mr. Herzel Hakimi, Mr. Eddie Levian 1 giscygsion of the purpose and spending plans for the newly
Fundraising Mr. Eddie Levian | established Israel Emergency Fund. Other issues discussed were
(General) Mr. Masood Banilivy, Mr. Sam Hakim, the reduction of costs of the parties and functions surrounding
Mr. Bijan Hakimian, Mr.  Robert weddings, and limiting food service following memorial
| |Dav00dzadeh, Dr. Younes Chafiian and B
.  Mr. Yoss Damcar SS——— e Social Services for Seniors
Parties Mrs. Linda Kamali g | | .
Mr. Masood Banilivy, Mr. Faramarz 1 A program O.f activity for community seniors was eStEbI;SheF}i
| | Liviem, Mr. Edmond Hakimian This program will be initially conducted two days a week. 1t wi
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Youth Committee | Mr. Herzel Hakimu

Cruise Committee | Mrs. Linda Kamah

| Mr. Reuben Agadi with Mr. Masood
Banilivy as alternate

Synagogue Board

Rabbi Kassorla Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh and Mr.

| Mansour Karimzadeh

e 130 Steamboat Road

The remaining debt of about $100,000 on the property, which
was personally guaranteed by ten of the previous board members

was fully paid off this term.
The conditional use permit for the building, which was to

expire in March 2002, was extended through September 2002.
In order to proceed with an efficient implementation of this
project three committees were formed as follows:
1. Construction
2. Planning and Administration
3. Fundraising
Robert Davoodzadeh was
coordinator.

e Joint Meeting with the Synagogue Board

A joint meeting was held with the Synagogue Board in order
to facilitate the communication of the two boards. Various topics
of interest were discussed and guidelines on new as well as
continuing construction in the synagogue were established. It

was affirmed that the Synagogue Board is independently
responsible to manage the internal affairs of the synagogue.

appointed as the project

community in Israel, who were heartened and their spirits
uplifted to see a group from the U.S. visiting them during these
difficult times.

Not only 1s the political situation difficult, because of the
terrorists’ killing of innocent Israeli civilians, but the economic
situation has been hard hit due to the lack of tourists.

The following pledges were made in the course of the
Solidarity Mission:

Shaare Shalom
(Mashadi Jewish Center) Report

By: David Kordvani, Shmuel Livian, Yossi Namdar

1) The Synagogue Board had a very fruitful meeting with our
Central Board, in which we explicitly defined each board’s
functions. As expected all internal affairs of the synagogue as
well as all future construction within the synagogue became the
sole responsibility of the Synagogue Board.

2) With the cooperation of the Central Board, the Synagogue
Board helped to arrange a visit by General Shaul Mofaz, the
Chief of Staff of the Israeli army. Much effort was put in by the
synagogue to cooperate with the Secret Service to take all
possible safety measures, without desecrating the laws of
Shabbat and our synagogue.

3) We have designated an office in the synagogue and a new
phone number for Rabbi Kassorla in order for the rabbi to be able
to serve our community and in particular our youth, in a more
efficient way.

Rabh1 Kassorla 1s always available hy appointment.

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10:00 a.m. — 2:00
p.m. Tuesday/ Friday 1:00 PM — 4:00 PM [Best to call for
appointment at (516) 380-1818]

4) For the safety of our congregants, the Synagogue Board
requested a “stop sign” and a “pedestrian crossing” by the
crossroad of Steamboat Rd and the synagogue from the Village.
The Village responded with unusual speed and the whole process

took less than two weeks. We thank Mayor Falk and all the other
Village officials.

various needs of the soldiers. There 1s a tentative plan by the
Central Board, 1in cooperation with other Iranian Jewish groups in
the area, to organize a dinner in his honor. His office has advised
us to make our donation during this dinner.

Additional funds will be pledged to important causes in
Israel throughout the year.

5) A committee has been established for a unified Mashadi
Community Siddur Project, under the supervision of our
Religious Council.

6) The Synagogue Board is diligently following up organizing
another minyan for our youth singles ages 18-24 who have no
place to pray.

7) A special Shabbaton with a special rabbi has been planned for
the month of May in our Synagogue.

8) After several meetings including one with our Gabbaim, a
series of guidelines have been adopted on a temporary and trial
basis for the “proper conduct and order” of our services on
Shabbat and Holidays, the details of which have already been
announced.

9) The gymnasium floor has been rebuffed and restored.

10) A joint sub-committee with the Central Board has been
formed to explore possibilities for the usage of the small building
in the parking lot of the synagogue.

11) We helped set up a very successful and convenient daily
morning “Minyan” with Rabbi Kassorla at the MYC office close
to the train station.

12) We are in the process of electing the “Gabbayim” of the three
Minyans as this 1s the duty of the Synagogue Board each term
according to the by—laws.

13) A new temporary ladies “walkway” has been designed for

the main sanctuary.

14) We have approved a plan to bring our Pre-School program
into our own synagogue using the classrooms downstairs, in
order to save our community a large amount of money and also

- for the convenience of the parents.

15) We have accommodated the “downstairs youth minyan” in
response to their various requests in order to encourage the
young Gabbayim to attract more Bar and Bat Mitzvah aged
children to join their Minyan.
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A mﬁ | This full day course took place on (Qp Sunday May 5, the annual Salute to
Com m 1 tt gg ; 1#3 ~ Sunday March 3. The day ran from [grae]l Day Parade will take place along
| 9:30 am until 4:30 pm, and no  Fijfth Avenue in New York City. This
- r . # m - participant left until s/he was certified.  year the parade directors have opened
Rzport g " T e e . F Certifications were distributed for  marching in the parade to people of all
| “ g - o Adult, Child and Infant CPR while ages, not just the youth. The MYC
_ ' mﬁm b 4 Lo - some other basic First-Aid was taught.  will have buses leaving the Shaare
By.' Arun Bassalali e € | - A very special thanks goes out to Mr.  Shalom parking lot on that Sunday
. T T - - Navid Hakimian who organized this morning for the city.
The following is a report on all the ’ - - ;ii event and to the Manhasset-Lakeville
activities and decisions made by tha . - = e Fire Department for teaching this A minimal ticket cost will cover
Mashadi Youth Committee during the | | mwm Course. customized MYC parade shirts,
first quarter this years. . transportation, and refreshments. This
. . Ghazal Performance day allows all Jews around the world
Dr. Lisa Aiken Lecture i e b Fs ' to show their support for the state of
On Saturday night January 12, the BPF ((:‘)Eltufea m(l;clliﬁ :Illﬁht; Eil:;l (i :,l:; iilr:il.;; aallfeaf;ﬁ]ly w;};mb;;eaiz
MYC and friends of the Zaruvabel I—— " ” community’s youth met up in New attend.
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the fact that the Central Board has always  Synagogue, thanked Rabbi Ben-Haim for  with Rabbi Ben-Haim to get advice on

Lo __pnn e sought the advice of Rabbi Ben-Haim for his many years of service to the various community issues. Afterwards,
ﬁ every difficult decision in our community.  community. Mr. Nassim Bassalian took the podium
and paid tribute to Rabbi Ben-Haim for 26
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. WW w Mr. Yossi Namdar, as the representative  Rabbi Kassorla was not able to attend the  years of service to the community.
H - of the Mashadi community in Great Neck  ceremony because of a trip. However, he

zws ~= _ . and the spokesperson of Shaare Shalom sent a letter that was read on his behalf. At this point, Rabbi Ben-Haim made a
- ﬁ e ““”‘“ ' ynagogue, paid a tribute to the many In his letter, Rabbi Kassorla called Rabbi  short speech during which he wished that
liz :‘{ . years of hard work by Rabbi Ben-Haim, Ben-Haim a “pillar of halacha and a the community will continue to flourish
} -1 - T and added that even though our genius in the rabbinical world.” He also and follow the path of the Torah.
Dinner in Honor of Rabbi Ben-Haim = o community now lives away from Kew thanked Rabbi Ben-Haim for welcoming  Afterwards, the gift of appreciation was
| ““ .. @ . Gardens, its mind and its heart are still him into our community, and added that presented to Rabbi Ben-Haim by Mr.
On Sunday, January 29th, a dinner % : with Rabbi Ben-Haim, and still takes he hoped to learn much from him in the Bassalian, Mr. Larry Levian, and Rabbi

program was held in the Shaare Tova advantage of his incredible and vast coming years. Avi Nissanian.
Ballroom to honor Rabbi Ben-Haim and knowledge of the halacha.

to introduce his yeshiva to the | g —— At the end of the program, Mr. Mehdi The program ended with an interesting

e e A LA A R e

community. N Afterwards, Rabbi Shlomo Shoub took  Hariri, a close friend of Rabbi Ben-Haim, auction of religious articles to benefit the
the podium, and on behalf of our congratulated him on his achievements Yeshiva.

This yeshiva is called Mekor HaChaim community members at Shira Chadasha and added that he is always in contact

and was established twelve years ago 1 a
small house in Forest Hills. About two

years ago the yeshiva was relocated to i_ts Right: Rabbi Ben-Haim, center: Rabbi Shedrovitzky, left: Rabbi Ezrahian
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aim is the Av Bet Din or the head judge = Rabbi Ben-Haim. behalf of the Sefardic community in his current wife Mrs. Edna Davoudi. In 1979, like many other

in this court. This court i1s also responsible | | Jama%ca | Estates, and ‘descnbed_ the s Iranian Jews, he left the country and resettled in Israel
for issuing a get or a divorce certificate. Mr. Motti Kohanim started the program contribution of our Rabbi Ben-Haim to
with the Hatikva and a Misheberach for the entire Sefardic community of the area.

After the migration of the Mashadi Jews to New York, Rabbi
Ben-Haim was once again invited to join our community in New

ork. In 1981 he accepted the invitation, and became the
T community’s rabbi at Shaare Tova Synagogue

Rabbi Kassorla in a recent speech at the entire community. Mr. Abdolrahim Rabbi Eliezer Shedrovitski, one of the
Shaare Tova’s shabbaton mentioned the Etessami spoke about the role of Rabbi  Rosh Yeshivas at Mekor Hachaim, spoke
importance of this court, and described Ben-Haim in directing the community and  about the activities of the yeshiva and its
how a courageous decision by this court described how over 27 years ago he achievements over the past twelve years.

brought peace to a family in Maryland. invitt_ad_ Rabbi Ben-Ha?m to come to [ran ) . el M Besides his responsibilities as the rabbi of the community, and as
and join our community in the Anjoman  Afterwards, Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh, | " Av Bet Din, Rabbi Ben-Haim not only teaches at Yeshiva

More than 400 members of our Synagogue in Tehran. AfFerwards. Rabbi  president of thg Centrgl Boarc_l, ;] University but is also the dean of the Sefardic Studies
community participated at this dinner Yedidia Azarahian, the Chief Rabbi of the  congratulated Rabbi Ben-Haim for his s | | department.
program. During the evening, Sefardic Society ~of  Manhattan, many years of hard work, and emphasized
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Community

Northbrook Personality:
New Rotary Chief
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Freidoon Hakimian was recently named
the 2001-2002 president of the Rotary
Club of Northbrook. Mr. Hakimian 1s one
of our own community members who
lives in Illinois. He is an architect and
specialist 1in pre-cast concrete.

The Rotary Club  maintains its
membership among various businesses
and provides assistance and funding for
various projects. It has been instrumental
in eradicating polio.

Last year, the Rotary Club of Northbrook
collected over $80,000 which was
distributed as scholarships to vocational
course students, assisted the local
community with food programs, and

supported international projects of the
Rotary Club.

Freidoon Hakimian is a member of the
Beth Shalom Synagogue and has designed
its Hebrew School and first phase of its
current building. Freidoon 1s happily
married to Fran and they have four
children: their son David, an oncologist
and President of Beth Shalom Synagogue,
their daughter Michele a gynecologist,
Karen who owns a computer graphics
firm, and Dan a software specialist.

We would like to congratulate Mr.
Hakimian in his election as the president
of the Rotary Club and wish him success
in all his endeavors.

Stern Students Compete
on the Global Playing Field

Students from the Stern School of
Business, part of New York University,
recently competed in a forum that gave
them an opportunity to apply what they
have learned 1n class to real situations.

This program is called the International
Study Project (ISP). Sixty teams
consiting of five students each select a
company from across the globe to study.
This year the companies selected were
based in Milan, Italy, Monterey, Mexico
and Hong Kong now part of China.

Students travel to each company’s
headquarters to study that company. Also,
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before starting their trip, each team has its
own hypothesis about their chosen
company that they need to prove.

This year the winning team included one
of our own young members, Mr. Michael
Hakimian.

Michael’s team studied a
telecommunication company 1n Hong
Kong which took over Hong Kong
Telecom. Their hypothesis was: “The
acquisition of Hong Kong Telecom by
PCCW led to a significant decrease I
investor confidence.”

Michael and his team were presented with
prizes by the directors of the school 1n
front of 200 students and leaders of the
industry as the judges.

We would like to wish Michael good luck
and all the success in the future.

Field Trip to The Jewish Museum

Rabbi Kassorla’s first field trip for post
Bar Mitzvah age boys was a great
success. The group enjoyed a visit to the
renowned Jewish Museum in New York
City. They saw ancient Torah scrolls and
religious artwork from synagogues around
the world. This fun filled day trip ended
at one of the finest midtown kosher
restaurants! This trip was sponsored by
the Talmud Torah Committee under the
supervision of the Late Mr. Haroun
Kohanim blessed be his memory for all
times.

s o A o oL = e el - - - - e o

Post Ba- Mitvah Class 2001 — 2002 Visit to The Jewish Museum
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Shira Chadasha

Groundbreaking Ceremony

By: Lily Namdar

With great joy, Congregation Shira
Chadasha celebrated the §r0undbreaking
ceremony on December 2™, 2001 for their
new community synagogue at 695 Middle
Neck Road in December. The ceremony
celebrated the commencement of
construction for their long-awaited
synagogue. The event was the
culmination of three years of continuous
effort to locate, acquire, and obtain
various approvals and permits to allow
construction of a synagogue for our
community.

The festivities began at the Mashadi
Jewish Center - Shaare Shalom and
proceeded to 695 Middle Neck Road.
Many dignitaries from local, county and
state governments attended this special
occasion. Some of them included the
mayor of Great Neck, Steven Falk,
members of Great Neck’s Zoning Board
and the Board of Trustees. Special guests,
Assemblyman Tom Di Napoli and Dr.
Jerry Scharfman, from Congressman Gary
Ackerman’s office, were also present for
the special occasion.

All of the special speakers present at
the groundbreaking spoke about the
positive relationship they developed with
Shira Chadasha 1n the process of
obtaining the building permits. We
realized from this how much the Mashadi
community 1s really an example of the
Jewish Community at large to the rest of
Great Neck. We were glad to see that our
efforts 1in being honest and flexible with
the Village of Great Neck resulted in a
Kidush Hashem.

Many important community leaders
also attended. Among them were Rabbi
Ben Haim, Rabbi Shoub, and Mr. Nassim

Bassalian. Leaders and Board Members
from Shira Chadasha, Shaare Shalom and
the Central Board added to the festivities.
Representatives from other synagogues in
Great Neck were among our guests as
well. Those present really felt that this
event brought the different members of
the Jewish community in Great Neck
together with a feeling of closeness and
Achdut (unity).

Shira Chadasha would also like
to thank Louie and Iris Hakimian. The
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celebration of their son’s Brit Millah was
taking place at the same time as the
oroundbreaking ceremony at Shaare
Shalom. We would like to thank them for
their cooperation with Shira Chadasha 1n
helping us celebrate both happy occasions
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together!

We hope that this event will have
ushered in a period of success, spiritual
erowth, and strengthened unity for our
entire community and Klal Yisrael.
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Solidarity Mission to Israel

By: Mehran Etessami
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Board, the Sisterhood, and many other community committee 2 . R . o .
and organizations. i o o Mastiadi L.adies at the Beit Avot i Herselioh Meeting with Representatives of Shaare Zedek Medical Center
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The group stayed at the beautiful Inbal hotel in Jerusalem @

. Sy

near the walls of the Old City. The following are some of the
highlights of the trip:
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built on the Beit Nasi (Presidential Home) property. . e y I r
e Visit of the Shaare Zedek Medical Center hospital in T T A" oo . .

Jerusalem, where the community presented the hospital with General Mofaz arrives at the Mashadi Beit Avot in Herzeliah By: J enn# er Zar LN
a donation from the community, followed by a tour of the | |
very impressive hospital. The hospital, unfortunately, has At the Shaare Zedek Hospital, the group met with Shayna Gould When I first heard about the Israel Later on that evening some of us went for

recently had to treat many victims of terrorist attacks and who was almost killed by a suicide bombing Solidarity Trip, I had mixed emotions as  a midnight visit to the Kotel. The next
suicide bombings. By chance, our group to whether or not I should go during morning everyone returned to the Kotel,

ran into on of those victims, Shayna Gould, — {13 busy time at school and because of the  where we had the opportunity to go on a
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arvit prayers in a small synagogue that he had asked to b
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injured by a suicide bombing on January s . L %5 : APPSO g 3D | knew I would be the youngest person on tour took us below the street level we see

22" on Ben Yehuda Street. The doctors at ﬁ
Shaare Zedek saved Shayna’s life, but she
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e B o2 re B AS - - the trip. Regardless, I decided to go on  now, and down to the ‘base’ of the wall.
| | what turned out to be the trip of a lifetime. = Later on that evening we went to

lost one of her lungs. It was truly inspirational, opening President Moshe Katsav’s house where
a * = = ,Fam b £ «::ﬁ%ﬁ % g = 9 . . - -
e Visit of the new Mashadi synagogue being e S w, s everyone’s eyes — especially mine to the  we were lucky enough to have a private

4 | E situation i1n Israel. ore importantly it  conference with him, followed by arvit in
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educated me about the lifestyle and the synagogue that he had built. We also
Israel. conditions that Israeli people have been visited Shaare Tzedek Hospital, the

e Meeting with Israel's Chief of Staff, . v forced to live under for the past few years. = Mashadi synagogue and the old age home.
General Shaul Mofaz, at the community's & The trip began on the bus ride to th This is only a summary of what we did hard work and effort that was put in to
Beit Avot (old-age home) in Israel. General - N - hotel, where Mr. Motti Kohanimstarted u but they all left an everlasting memory not making this magnificent trip possible.
Mofaz spoke to the community about * singing songs about the holy city, only with me, but with everyone present. Furthermore, I’d like to thank my father
Israel's war against Palestinian terror. v _ Jerusalem. Exhausted, we arrived at th I would like to thank all the organmizers  for making this trip a reality for me as

hotel and had our first meal in Jerusalem. and those who were involved for all their  well as a timeless memory in my life.

uilt in Cholon, where we were greeted by .
many of our fellow community members in
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Zionist Organizations in America

By: Eric Hakimian
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Israel 1s facing tough times. American Jews can offer

support by getting involved and contributing to any number of
Zionist organizations. Here are a few of the prominent ones

American Israel Public Affairs Committee

http://www.aipac.org
AIPAC is “America’s Pro-Israel Lobby.” They work toward

a broadening of the U.S.-Israel relationship and an enhancement
of strategic cooperation to meet new threats. They also support
pro-Israel student activism on campuses.

Americans for Israel and Torah
http://www.amitchildren.org

AMIT 1s a major women's religious Zionist organization in
the U.S. The organization takes an active role in Jewish and
Zionist affairs, in self-education and cultural activities, and n
community efforts.

American Zionist Movement

http://www.azm.org
AZM 1s the American affiliate of the World Zionist

Organization, the Zionist Federation in the United States

Betar / Tagar

http://www.betaramerica.or
Betar was founded by Ze¢'ev Jabotinsky, who organized an

underground Jewish defense in Europe and Israel in the 1930’s
and who’s graduated joined the Irgun and Lechi. Betar 1s now a
Z1onist youth movement and Tagar 1s its campus affiliate.

Emunah
http://www.emunah.org

Emunah i1s Israel's largest religious Zionist educational and
social welfare organization, with tens of thousands of dedicated
volunteers in Israel and around the world. Emunah of America
maintains chapters and divisions in the US

Hadassah

http://www.hadassah.org

Hadassah 1s the Women's Zionist Organization of America.
They are committed to the centrality of Israel based on the
renaissance of the Jewish people in its historic homeland.
Hadassah supports pace-setting health care, education and youth

institutions.

Jewish National Fund
http://www.jnf.org

JNF supports the development of the land of Israel. Their
recent focus has been on planting trees to combat afforestation
and building water projects to fight water shortage.

One Israel Fund
http://www.oneisraelfund.org

OIF provides humanitarian assistance to the more than 144
Jewish communities scattered all through Israel's heartland. They
show strong solidarity with the Jewish families of YESHA and
have been recently purchasing them bulletproof vehicles and

medical vehicles

The Jewish Agency
http://www.jafi.org.il

The Jewish Agency was instrumental in establishing the
State of Israel and in building the country's human and physical
infrastructure. It acted as its quasi-government a half-century
ago. Currently, it has three mission areas. They are: “Aliyah,
Rescue and Initial Absorption,” “Jewish Education and Identity,
and “One People with Israel.”

World Zionist Organization

http://www.wzo.org.il
The WZO does the bulk of its work 1s in the Diaspora, where

it seeks to preserve and strengthen the Jewish people. The
supreme body of the WZO 1s the World Zionist Congress, which
convenes roughly once every five years. Any international
ewish organization, federation, or union that accepts the
"Jerusalem Program" may be members.

The Jerusalem Program of 1968 calls for: “The unity of the
ewish people and the centrality of Israel in Jewish life,” “The
ingathering of the Jewish people in its historic homeland, Eretz
Israel, through aliyah from all countries,” “The strengthening of
the State of Israel which is based on the prophetic vision of

justice and peace,” “The preservation of the identity of the
Jewish people through the fostering of Jewish, Hebrew, and
Zionist education and of Jewish spiritual and cultural values,”
and “The protection of Jewish rights everywhere

Zionist Organization of America
http://www.zoa.org

ZOA works to strengthen American-Israeli relations through
educational activities, public affairs programs, support for pro-
Israel legislation on Capitol Hill, and by combating anti-Israel
bias in the media, textbooks, travel guides, and on campuses
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SOLDIERS IN THE ISRAELI ARMY:
SHI.LOMO NOURIELY

When did you serve in the Israeli
army? What year? What unit? What
was your rank, and your role?

Shlomo Nouriely: 1 served proudly in
the Isracli Army between August 1992
and Februaryl1995. I was in the Golani
Messaiaat Unit. My rank was “Samal
Rishon.” My unit’s role was that, in case
of war, we were to be the first 12 soldiers
in front of the IDF ground troops. Our
second role was to serve in Lebanon, and
our third role was serving in Gaza and the

West Bank.

In what way did serving in the army
influence or change your life?

If you look at the Israeli soldiers, and you
compare them with American soldiers,
you'll see that the American soldiers are
more force and strength oriented, while
the IDF soldiers are mentally and
strategically strong. They put a lot of
pressure on us, and taught us that if you
want to do something you can do it, even
if you are not physically very strong. In
the Israeli army, you get to see life 1n a
different way. You become mature faster
and you understand the facts of life

What are your best and worst army

memories?
[ have many great memories. It would
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take me two and a
half years to tell
them. 1 also have
\"% worst
memories. e
first one was seeing
one of my unit
friends die 1n an
attack by

Hezbollah, and the
second one was
that I knew all the
time that

mother was so
worried about me
and suffered for

two and a half
years - 24/7.

Did you serve in
any wars? Do you
have any battle

stories?
We battled for

many months with
the Hezbollah, and
we knew that every
time we went 1nto
Lebanon 1t could
have been the last
time we would see
Israel. Once, when
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we were in Gaza, my Friend and | were
on patrol when we became suspicious of
two Palestinians in a car. I told them to
stop, and it took them more than a secend
to stop. We started searching them and
we found 2 large butcher knives in the
car. We then started to tear up the car
seats with the knives and we found Israeli
license plates, IDF soldier boots, and
maps of the Tel-Aviv Stadium. When we
took them in, our captain told us that
these two Palestinians were on the black
list.

Why did you decide to serve in the
army? Would you recommend serving
in the army to others?

I think whoever is ready for a big change
in their life, no matter what 1t will cost,
should serve in the Army and understand
the real meaning of the life of a Jewish
Zionist. I decided to join the IDF because
['m Proud of my country and proud to be
an Israeli.
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Esther’s Children:

A Portrait of Iranian Jews

Edited by: Dr. Houman Sarshar

This magnificent hard-cover glossy coffee-table volume
makes available for the first time a comprehensive history of the
Jews of Iran from their earliest documented settlement in 722
B.C.E. (Kings 18:9-19) through to the end of the twentieth
century. Lavishly illustrated in full color with more than five
hundred images collected from international private and public
archives, the 480 pages of this unique book comprise twenty-five

articles by distinguished authors and scholars in the field of

Judeo-Iranian studies. Six of the articles are historical essays
that examine the status of Jews in various periods of Iran’s
history from the Ach@&menid Empire to the advent of the Islamic
Republic. Against this historical panorama, the volume presents
nineteen other articles focusing on a variety of cultural and
sociopolitical subjects pertinent to each historical period. The
book ends with a comprehensive bibliography of Judeo-Iranian
scholarship that contains over six hundred English, French,
German, Hebrew, and Persian books and articles.

To open the pages of Esther’s Children is to embark on a
journey through time with Iran’s ancient family of Jews, starting
with the liberation from Babylonian captivity by Cyrus the Great
(539 B.C.E.) and ending with our community’s adjustments to
life 1in new lands after the mass exodus from Iran in 1979.

Covering a span of topics that range from the influence of Iranian
Jews in government, law, and the military to the hardship of
centuries of marginalization, persecution, and forced
conversions, contributors to the volume examine the tomb of
Esther in Hamadan, the life of Prophet Daniel and his tomb, the
contribution of Iranian Jews to Jewish theology, law, and thought
with the Babylonian Talmud, Judeo-Persian literature, the notion
of nejasat (religious impurity), clothing, makeup, and Judeo-
Persian dialects, Jewish Persian carpets, and birth, Bar Mitzvabh,
wedding, and burial customs. The history of the Alliance
Israélite Universelle 1in Iran, the involvement of Iranian Jews 1n
the Zionism movement and their participation in leftist politics,
sports, and the role of women in the family are also examined 1n
detail. The book also includes two breathtaking photo-essays:
one on the mahallehs (Jewish quarters) and another on
synagogues in various towns throughout Iran.

Of particular interest to the Mashhadi community is the
chapter written by Professor Jaleh Pirnazar of Berkeley
University in which the author offers a new insight into the
events leading up to the Allahdad. According to Pirnazar, the
effects of Iran’s defeat by Afghanistan was a noteworthy factor
in the Allahdad, which scholars have generally overlooked 1n
existing studies of this dark episode in Judeo-Iranian history (see
page 125 of book). Of equal significance are reproductions of
two matching pairs of Islamic and Jewish marriage contracts
from the private collection of Mr. Yaghoub Mardkhay. While
other books have previously reproduced examples of either an
Islamic or a Jewish Jadidi marriage contract from Mashhad
individually, these four full-page color reproductions (a pair of
which is shown along with photographs of the bride and groom)
are the first matching pairs ever to have reached publication to
date. The chapter ends with two never-before-seen photographs
of the synagogue in Mashhad taken in 1968.

Unique in its scope, Esther’s Children sheds new light on the
history, culture, and heritage of Iranian Jews, and greatly
enhances our understanding of Iran’s ancient Jewish subculture.
Edited by Dr. Houman Sarshar, the book is published by the
Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History (CIJOH) and the Graduate
Society Foundation in association with the Jewish Publication
Society in Philadelphia. Due to appear in mid-May, the book 1s
available for purchase on CIJOH’s website at: www.cijoh.org.

We at Megillah congratulate Dr. Sarshar and the entire
Jewish and Iranian community on the publication of this book.
We recommend every household to add this edition to their

library.
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WhO MOVGd M! Cheese? By: Spencer Johnson, M.D.

BOOoR Reviegw

By: Eileen Hakimi

Ever wonder what’s the best approach
to dealing with change? Everyone goes
through some form of change, whether
it’s work, relationships, a field of study,
etc. If you’re married, you’ve gone
through change. How else do you think
you’re living the lifestyle of your spouse?
If you’re happy, it’s because you’ve
learned to adapt to the change. Don’t you
wish there was a way to be 100% stress-
free, struggle-free and happy? Believe it
or not, having peace of mind and
management 1s simple if you know how to
adapt to today’s changing world. It just
takes a fresh glass of water and your soon
to be favorite book, Who Moved My
Cheese? By: Spencer Johnson, M.D., the
co-author of 7The One Minute Manager,
the world’s most popular management
method.

Only 94 pages! Large print! Less than
an hour to read, but more than a lifetime

The story is simple: A brief tale of two
mice and two humans who live in a maze
and one day are faced with change:
someone moves their cheese. What will
mice do when their hunk of cheese gets
eaten? The cheese 1s whatever you
desire, long for, wish for, work for, etc.
The real question: If your ‘cheese’ (your
job, money, etc.) went away, how would
you react? Change occurs whether a
person 1s ready or not, but the author
affirms that it can be positive by
adjusting attitudes toward it, especially
at work.

According to the publisher, this
amazing bestseller is reaching beyond
the business community, where 1t has
been the number one Wall Street Journal
Business Bestseller for more than 30
consecutive weeks. It 1s now being
embraced by hundreds of thousands of
readers, from community leaders and

| An A-Mazing Way to Deal with Change
- inYour Work and in Your Life |
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Spencer Johnson, M.D.
Foreword by Kenneth Blanchard, Ph.D.

co-Authors of The @ne Minute Manager
The World's Most Popular Management Method
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of solutions! For what age? Any age!
After all, the little children will enjoy the
story, and the elders will enjoy the
messages behind the moral of the story.

Who Moved My Cheese? has been a
self-help number one bestseller for a year.

college coaches to parents and children,
helping them to adapt to change.
“Whether it’s the challenge of a changing
moving to a new
neighborhood, or the downsizing and
merging of corporations, people are

relationship, or

finding that the simple story of Who
Moved My Cheese? 1s an unthreatening
and 1nvaluable source of comfort and
advice.”

Something useful, for a change.

Submitted by: Payam Hakimi

We pass along jokes, we pass along just about everything, but
the following could actually help someone. A corporate attorney
sent this out to the employees 1n his company. I pass it along, for
your information. We've all heard horror stories about fraud that
1s commutted in our name, address, Social Security number, with
our credit cards, etc. Unfortunately, the author of this piece who
happens to be an attorney, has firsthand knowledge, because his
wallet was stolen and within a week the thieves ordered an
expensive monthly cell phone package, applied for a Visa credit
card, had a credit line approved to buy a Gateway computer,
recerved a PIN number from DMV to change my driving record
information online, and more.

Here's some critical information to limit the damage in
case this happens to you or someone you know. As everyone
always advises, cancel your credit cards immediately, but the
key 1s having the toll free numbers and your credit card
numbers handy so you know whom to call. First, place the
contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine, do both sides
of your license, each credit card, etc., you will know what you
had 1n your wallet and all of the account numbers and phone
numbers to call and cancel. Keep the photocopy in a safe

place where you can find it easily. If your wallet is stolen, file a
police report immediately in the jurisdiction where it was stolen.
This proves to credit providers you were diligent, and 1s a first step
toward an investigation, if there ever is one. But here's what 1s
perhaps most important: Call the three national credit reporting
organizations 1mmediately to place a fraud alert on your name and
Social Security Number. I had never heard of doing that until
advised by a bank that called me to tell me an application for credit
was made over the Internet in my name. The alert means any
company that checks your credit knows your information was
stolen and they have to contact you by phone to authorize new
credit. By the time I was advised to do this, almost two weeks after
the theft, all the damage had been done. There are records of all the
credit checks initiated by the thieves' purchases, none of which I
knew about before placing the alert. Since then, no additional
damage has been done, and the thieves threw my wallet away this
weekend (someone turned it in). It seems to have stopped them in
their tracks.

The numbers are: Equifax: 1-800-525-6285, Experience: 1-888-
397-3742, Trans Union: 1-800-680-7289, Social Security
Administration (fraud line): 1-800-269-0271.
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BOY'S BASKETBALL!!!!

This fall and winter our community boys

between the ages of eight and thirteen  “I liked basketball because I got to come
participated in weekly basketball classes. and see all of my friends. It was like
The children enjoyed and looked forward  having a party every Monday. I learned
to learning the rules of the game and most  to take better shots; thanks larry.”
importantly working as a team. The kids  * Yossi Dilmani

and thewr parents would like to thank

Larry Bencivenga for coaching the “Ilearned to do better lay-ups, foul shots
classes. The following are what the kids  and I gained speed. I liked challenging
had to say about what they learned and  friends, and it was a good challenge.
enjoyed: Thanks Larry for the basketball cards.”

* Cody Hakimian
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learned how to shoot better and got better
at defense. Thank you larry for letting us - e d
have a great time!”

* Daniel Hakimian

- e =
e L

o

ek
B

“I liked dribbling the ball and playing
knockout. I learned shooting into the big
oop. Thank you Larry.”

David Hakimian
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“I liked knockout the best and I learned :
hooting baskets. Thanks for the
asketball cards Larry.”

Ethan Hakimian T
liked knockout because I’d win basketball F
cards. I also liked the 3 pointers. I “I liked Larry’s basketball classes because

“I liked playing knockout. I got better at

efense, shooting and gamed speed. <] liked the full court games and I also
Thankyou larry for having basketball”

* Michael Dilamani

e e e e
D
A =

R At
-

ik
S
el
ot to be with my friend [1 C
it 1 1C11AS. earned - __
g y R e W“;
" [ & R
o AR A e T A
e e i
s Sl , . - L
- : o ? iy e
. ¥ o
L i r - = .;
e
. . i€ = 11 roved 111 lEl -ups. Larr thank ou for
e ] [ ] ,
s :
. =_ +
u. o et
| : Em . t 11 t- ,’ :.:m <
s Y “ : o it e
= - basketba practice. .
2 & =l ) ! o & s x-a-c-:-'w
o : i e o « i i
e o s ; L] . e s i R A e i
i TRy * e e :
- . Jonathan Hakimian -
-H"i-"""-""“. E = = = .«-ﬁﬁ':'ﬁ: = £ A
: R S SR
e Lo i A
= e
i i i s s : -
ﬁ'_.-:m-.-\:w-x
e = = e e
R
aiala e i
i : “ ™ % - 2 ot
= N =,
, - C C cou aIncs uat we .
5 M Tl

-; played. Thank you Larry for taking time
F * out of your busy schedule to teach us
- gy, | - basketball and for buying basketball cards
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