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The Role of Charity

In the Lives of Our Youtn

y: Vivian Cohen and Katrin Yaghoubi Sosnick

The act of charity can be defined in many ways. Charity can
mean giving tzedaka to the needy, or pledging donations on Yom
Kippur, going to visit a loved one in the hospital when they are
sick. and even taking time out of your day to make someone
aside from yourself feel good.

Our community, as a whole does so much to help others. For
cxample, in our synagogue we are constantly raising money for
leracl and our Israeli soldiers in their time of need. As a
community we have pooled our resources together to build two
beautiful synagogues where we can pray freely. Our community
11so has a wonderful capacity for gathering around a person who
has lost a loved one and makes them feel that they are not alone.
llowever, what happens to a Mashadi teen when he or she learns
that their grandmother is diagnosed with breast cancer? What
happens to a young Mashadi woman when she is faced with the
dreadful thought that she could lose her sister to Leukemia?

There are some cases like this in our community, when a loved

one is diagnosed with a potentially life threatening illness and all
of a sudden they feel their life is spinning out of control.

There is much that can be done when a person or a family
member receives such horrible news as “you have been
diagnosed with cancer.” Therapy, a good support system, and
<heer determination can help a person cope with such life altering
news. However, charity work can be the most beneficial way for
a teen and or young adult to help cope with their feelings of loss,
anxiety, loneliness or sadness once they have been affected by
something as terrifying as cancer. Educating our youth is the
only way to help raise awareness of the importance of giving
charity and getting our youth involved with charitable
organizations in the New York area.

In the near future, the Mashadi Youth Committee hopes to
dedicate more time to the effort of educating our youth on the
importance of giving charity and getting involved with various
charitable causes. Different ways to get involved include:
sending out e-mails and/or written letters to friends and family to
inform them of upcoming events and handing out flyers of
upcoming events in Synagogue, at school or college, and at
social events. Other ways of getting involved include: writing
articles in Megillah about charities that could interest our
community and our youth or by submitting inspiring stories that
can help influence others to get involved with different causes.
By doing these things, the MYC will be extremely helpful n
giving our youth a hands on experience in promoting charity
events and in turn serve to educate them on the importance of
supporting cancer causes.

A member of our community, Katrin Yaghoubi Sosnick was
diagnosed with cancer at the age of thirty-one. After rigorous
chemotherapy and radiation treatments, she struggled to get her
life back together. What helped her finally overcome the trauma
of her experience was her dedication to all types of cancer causes
including: Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, The Lance Armstrong
Foundation, The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, St. Judes
Children’s Hospital, The Susan Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation, The Lynne Cohen Ovarian Cancer Foundation,
Anthony Logistics for Men Prostate Cancer Initiative, National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, and many more. Her goal in life has
become to do well financially so that she is able to help support
cancer research. She felt that she was lucky to survive, and that
many cancer patients are not as fortunate as she is. Survivorship
to her means working hard so that one day everyone diagnosed
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with cancer can call themselves a survivor. She dedicates her
time and money to her cancer causes and that has become an
important goal in her life. She feels she is helping others but at
the same time, it gives her so much joy and fulfillment and really
has served as the best form of therapy for herself, her family and
her close friends. There is a quote that rests on top of her
computer that gives her inspiration everyday to continue her
charitable work through time and money: “Success is nothing to
do with what you gain in life or accomplish for yourself. It's
what you do for others that matters”. The quote belongs to
Danny Thomas, comedian and founder of the St. Judes
Children’s Hospital. (The premier hospital in the country
dedicated to children diagnosed with cancer.)

Charity is not only measured by how much you can donate to
a cause or by taking part in a Breast Cancer Walk. Learning how
to be charitable, when someone is sick can be the biggest
mitzvah of all. When a person becomes sick, this is the time
when they need support from family and friends the most. When
you see a person that is sick, 1t is extremely important to visit
them and show them that you care. Make them feel less isolated.
A simple phone call can make their day. Sometimes all a person
needs is a friend to confide in, someone that can listen to them
and try to understand them, when they can’t help themselves.
This kind of contact will give hope to someone who is sick and
make them feel that they are not in battle alone.

The impact that charity work can have on our youth 1s
extremely rewarding. Getting involved with various causes will
teach our youth about humility and about giving selflessly.
Being charitable, as a person can build up a teen’s self esteem
because they will learn about helping someone who is in need.
Events are a great way to keep our youth out of trouble and
rather spend their free time in a productive way. Charity work
gives young people something to be proud of. Knowing that
when they donate their extra money to a certain cause, as
opposed to buying a new pair of shoes, they in turn realize that
they could be saving someone’s life. At the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk last fall, a Mashadi
teen said, “I wish that there would be more events like this one. |
not only had fun, it also taught me how great it feels to do
something good for someone else”. This statement is a result of
a member of our youth getting involved in a charitable cause.
This shows that there is a great need for our youth to be educated
about various causes and more importantly to get involved n
future events.

There are many ways for our youth to get involved 1n various
charities. For instance, every October, The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society holds a Light the Night Walk over the
Brooklyn Bridge in Manhattan. Last year, over fifty people,
including Mashadi youth joined the Anthony Logistics team in
supporting this inspirational event. Together we helped raise
over twenty thousand dollars for the cause. Everyone enjoyed
themselves that night, however, more importantly our youth
walked away that night knowing that they helped make a
difference in someone’s life.

Being a charitable person, getting involved in various causes
and basically being a kind human being is what charity is all
about. Whatever you are passionate about, whether it 1S
supporting cancer causes, becoming a doctor or even simply
improving who you are, don’t forget to step out of the crowd,
set an example, and pioneer your own charitable cause.
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Central Board gzpor't

By: Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh

Members of the Central Board
November 2001 — November 2004

In alphabetical order

Mr. Massoud Banilevy
Mr. Robert Davoodzadeh
Mr. Bijan Hakimian
Mrs. Linda Kamali

Mr. Jacob Karmily

Mr. Eddie LeVian

Dr. David Nematzadeh

Mr. Reuben Agadi

Dr. Younes Chafnan

Mr. Sam Hakim

Mr. Edmond Hakimian
Mr. Mansour Karimzadeh
Mr. Herzel Kashimallak
Mr. Faramarz Liviem

Dr. Massoud Nabavian

End of Term Report

As the current term of the Central Board comes to conclusion
we present a brief account of our community’s key
accomplishments over the past three years.

Young Mashadi Jewish Center
(130 Steamboat Road)

The approved plans went through an exhaustive re-
examination following feedback and suggestions from the
community. After a series of modifications to the architectural
drawings the project entered the building phase. A construction
manager was hired for the project, and a construction loan was
secured. Shortage of space in Shaare Shalom and urgent need for
a new community facility helped to galvanize broad-based
support for this project. Fundraising through personal appeals in
addition to a gala event for the benefit of this project generated
close to $5 million in pledges by the community towards this
project. This unprecedented level of generosity and support
provided the Central Board with a mandate to proceed with the
building project at full speed.

Rabbi for the Community’s Youth
And Young Adults

With the increasing need for a spiritual leader for the youth
and young adults, the Central Board in cooperation with the
Synagogue Board and concerned community members conducted
the search for a new Rabbi. Following an exhaustive 18-month
search, Rabbi Yosef Bitton was introduced to the community as
the spiritual leader for the youth and young adults. Within a short
period Rabbi Bitton has achieved an unprecedented level ol
popularity in the community and has initiated several important
projects to address the needs of the ymllh and young adults 1n the
community.
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Agreement with Shaare Tova

Following prolonged and extensive discussions with the
leadership of Shaare Tova a final agreement was reached
whereby the ownership of the Shaare Tova property and all 1ts
real assets are to be transferred to UMJCA within a period of no
longer than five years. The agreement addresses related issues of
concern such as the future role of the Shaare Tova Board,
ownership of the shares of the Old Age Home in Israel,
possibility of future sale of the Shaare Tova property, and
management of the cemetery at New Montefiore.  This 1s a
historical agreement that helps to consolidate the ownership of
the community propertics by the United Mashadi Jewish
Community of America, and extend the cause of unity and
harmony within the community

Israel Solidarity Fund

In the year 2002 a special fund was setup by the Central
Board in order to provide emergency support for Israel. Since
then, in excess of a million dollars have been raised and donated
to various causes in lIsrael.  The recipients include various
hospitals, organizations delivering emergency support, crucial
aid for the Mashadi Community in Israel, and scholarships for
Mashadi university students following their military service. In
addition, two solidarity trips were conducted with the
cooperation of concerned community members. Both trips
involved meetings with the President of the State of Israel,
Moshe Katsav and various military, political and civilian leaders.
A Sepharadic Sefer Torah was presented to the President in the
last solidarity trip, for use in the Synagogue at the President’s
residence.

Israel Bonds

In excess of $8 million in Israel Bonds were purchased by
members of our community through personal drive and diligence
of individuals within the community and sponsorship of an Israel
Bond event in Shaare Shalom Synagoguc

Preschool Program
The preschool program, currently making use of the

classrooms at the Mashady Jewish Center, ]Hlllt‘{l the umbrella of
the Central Board at the beginning of the 2003/2004 school year.
Since then enrollment i this program has increased from 32 to

l'xcept for a minor contribution
from the pgeneral tand, this  program 1S substantially self-
sulhicient Ihe intention s to transfer this program to the
Classrooms earmarked tor pre-school  at the YOlli‘lg Mashadi
Fewinh C enter cure llll".' nder o tlll'.llllt‘liﬂll.

the current level ol X1 stadents
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Senior’s Program
With the initiative and support of a group of well—wishin_g
vomen in the community a senior's program was started, this
nropram 1s being conducted twice a week and currently.has about
05 members. It has achieved a great deal of popularity among

e sentors in the community.

Permit to Rebuild the “Rabbi’s House”

he dilapidated “Rabbi’s House™ on the northwestern corner

o the Shaare Shalom Synagogue property 1s a source of concemn
o terms of aesthetics, safety and mode of usage. The

rehitectural drawings for a 2,500 sq. ft. new building were
inalized.  Following two hearings in front of the Board of
Zoning and Appeals of the Village of Great Neck an approval

was obtained to rebuild the structure.

Contacts with Local, National,

and Israeli Political Figures |
Several high ranking U.S. and Israeli officials were hosted in

various forums - including Governor George Pataki, the Defense

Minister of Israel, Shaul Mofaz, Congressman Gary Ackerman,
Senator Charles Schumer, and State Senator Michael Balboni. In
addition, an increased level of understanding was achieved with
the local Boards and village government in connection with the

community’s needs and projects.

Progress with Medical Issues |
A well-received health fair was organized by our conm}unl‘_[y
physicians in which our community members received testing in

basic health indicators. This was the first typc of event in which
community attendance was very high. In addition, a seminar wis
organized in which community members received miormation
and updates on the latest research in HIBM by the medical team

of Professor Argov in Israel.

Documentation of the Properties

Left in Iran

Following the initiative of the American
Federation the Central Board organized a drive to document the
properties left behind 1n Iran by members of our c‘mnmunily_ AIII
the documents were passed on to the American Sephardic

Federation for tabulation and archiving.

Sephardic

Conclusion

The Central Board relies on the system of voluntary
contributions and pledges in order to manage and conduct the
affairs of the community. The confidence and generosity of l!lc
community in support of the General Fund, the Israel Sohdarug
Fund, as well as the building project of the Young Mashadi
Tewish Center resulted in unprecedented levels of overall revenue
received by the Central Board. This allowed us to support
existing programs and institute essential new Pprojects anﬁd
programs for the benefit of the community, as outlined 1n this

report.
It has been an honor and privilege for members of the Central

Board to have served the Community. We extend our best‘wishes
to members of the upcoming Central Board in managing the

challenges ahead.

A
ByAL

Eyal R.D. Corp.

JEWELRY MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

Seeking |
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Eyal
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. 14. Famil_ﬁ_i_ ht at Shaare Shalom

MaSh adl JzWisb antzr /. All Our Y_()_ut_h_l\_/l_lll_v_a_lliS_F_lO_lll_lSL An amazing program has been set up undel the supervision ol
With the help of Hashem, every single one of our four different Rabbi Bitton primarily for our Talmud Torah parents and
éh sroprams, which include the M&M Club in the library (ages 7- children. The success of the first week of this program was truly
aarg éh alom égn agogug Rzpor't 1)), Youth Club (ages 11-12), Youth Minyan (ages 13-19) and  incredible. More than 500 community members with theis
our Singles and Young Couples Minyan (ages 20 & up) are children participated in this fun-filled and educational Saturday

night event.

hecoming more popular and successful by the week. In fact, we
are proud that approximately $110,000 was raised by our youth

By: David Kordvani
i the Singles and Young Couples Minyan alone for the High 15. Meeting with Parkwood Swimming ool
‘lolidays. Our special thanks to all of our gabbaim and directors  Official
Dear Megillah Readers, of these beautiful programs. Representatives of Shaare Shalom Synagogue werc invited by
1 the Park Commissioner of Great Neck to meet with his Board

The Synagogue Board was asked for feedback from the Mashad

§& Rabbi’s House Permit
Parkwood

Thi_s IS the final report of the current Synagogue Board on the
actlwtles_of the last few months. A complete End of Term
Report will be published and will be available in our Synagogue.

1. Voter Registration Drive
Through yet another intensive drive, the Synagogue Board was

able to register hundreds of new Mashadi voters. We also
str.ongly encouraged our registered voters to actually vote in the
Village of Great Neck Elections. Every single village official
was  very impressed by our community’s overwhelming
participation in the democratic system. Overnight, our
community became the Most Influential Voting Power in the
Neighborhood.

We ‘would like to thank our community for its support, and
remind everyone that there are still many who have not registered
to vote and that every year many of our youngsters reach the
voting age of 18. Therefore, we should never be satisfied with
our numbers and constantly continue our campaign to register
new voters.

2. The New Youth Club

Thf: success of our new program designed for Bar and Bat
Mltzvah_ Youth ages 11-12 has been beyond everyone’s
expectations.

Sox:ne members of the sisterhood including Mrs. Charlene Ijadi
Anita Aharonoff, Neda Rahmanan, Elizabeth Levian and Shil’iI;
Kamali have been instrumental in the tremendous popularity of
the program which has actually become yet another Minyan. We
would also like to thank some of the many youngsters who help

with *the program such as Ivan Hakimian, Ariel Nassim, Joseph
Loloi, Michal Bitton, Michelle Moheban, and Brenda Hajibai.

3. Parking Lot Gate

A new security gate has been installed at the main entrance of the
_Synagoguc parking lot which will be locked when the Synagogue
is closed. We believe that the closing of this gate at night time
will add to the security of the Synagogue. We would like to note
that _installing a gate has been one of the initial zoning
pyothitions against our Synagogue. But the permit was recently
given to us without any problem at all. Maybe this is another sign
of our growing influence because of our voting numbers.

4. Security Car & Uniforms
For several years, the Synagogue Board has repeatedly asked the

police department for a police car to be parked in front of our
Synagogue on Shabbats. But our requests have always gone

Megillah, Number 83,

5 !

an 01(_1 white car for a very small fee and make it look like a real
security car. Also, security uniforms have been ordered for our
s_ccurity personnel. Hopefully, the security car with its siren and
lights as well as the uniforms will act as a deterrent in the same
way that a police presence would.

5. Sugar-Free in the anagogue

A letter explaining the harms of consuming too much sugar was
obtained from our community Doctors. This letter was published
and publicized to our congregants. A sugar free section was
added to our kiddush in the Social Hall on Shabbats which has
proven to be very popular. Community members can sponsor
each week’s sugar free section.

Special thanks to Drs. Chafiian, Karmely, and Nassimi for their
support.

6. Simcha Torah & High Holidays
For the past few years, the Board has been trying to promote

Simcha Torah as a holy and yet fun-filled day for our
congregants as well as their children. This year was no exception
as old and young alike experienced a beautiful day!

Tevet 5765, January 2005

I'he permit to demolish and reconstruct a much bigger and
notentially very useful house known as the “Rabbi’s House” mn
our parking lot was granted 1n an unusually smooth way. The

normally tough Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) was extremely
cooperative with us this time. We are confident that the new

building can serve our Synagogue’s needs In many different
ways. We also believe that this is another sign of our

community’s voting power.

9. Shabbaton with Rabbi Bitton, Rabbi Shoub &

Mr. Bassalian
A very successful shabbaton was organized on Friday night,

November 5. The shabbaton included Rabbi Bitton, Rabbi
Shoub, as well as Mr. Nassim Bassalian. Our thanks go to In
particular, Mr. Benny Hematian, whose help was essential n

Community regarding a major renovation of
Swimming pool being designed. The amount of respect that the
village official have for our community recently is incredible

16. Shaare Shalom Synagogue By-Laws

Tn accordance with our Community By-Laws, the Board of the
Mashadi Jewish Center took up the task of drafting a set of By
Laws for our Synagogue to be presented to the community fO1
approval in a referendum.

A committee was formed consisting of several Central Board
members, Synagogue Board members, and other community
members, some of whom were involved in writing the UMJCA
By-Laws. For more than seven months, this committee worked
on and eventually completed a comprehensive set of By-Laws
which will serve as a guideline for this Synagogue and in order

to:

unanswered. The Board ﬁnl cme up with the idea to obtain

promoting and organizing the event.

10. Honoring a Respected Community Member

In Shaare Shalom one Shabbat morning in October, the Mashadi
Community paid a well deserved honor to Mr. Aghajan Nassimi
who has been one of the pillars of our community. We hope that
this will be the first in a series of such programs to honor other
community members.  Thanks to Mr. Jamshid Zar who

coordinated this memorable program.

A. Safeguard the concept of ownership and revenues of
the Synagogue belonging to the community as
prescribed by the UMJCA By-Laws.

B. Provide an organizational and procedural framework 1n
which the Synagogue Board must perform its duties.

C. Safeguard the sanctity of the Synagogue in accordance
with Mashadi Customs and Traditions and Sephardic

Halacha.
We would like to thank our By-Laws Committee members for

their devotion.

11. Mashadi Jewish Center Information Board
A sophisticated electronic information board has been financially

sponsored by a community member and installed in the hallways
of Shaare Shalom Synagogue. The information board has the
capacity to inform our congregants of different events of the

week both in Persian and English.

12. Visit By Chief Sephardi Rabbi of Israel
Shaare Shalom hosted an event that featured the new Chief
Sephardi Rabbi of Isracl who chose our Synagogue as his only

stop in the area.

13. Rabbi Bitton’s Installation

As is customary many Synagogues, a well planned program was
organized in which Rabbi Ben Haim officially welcomed Rabb1

Bitton to the Mashadi Community. The packed audience in the
Main Sanctuary truly enjoyed this moving ceremony. Our special
thanks go to the Youth Committee as well as Mr. Mehran

Etessami in assisting us in this successful program.

Megillah, Number &3,

17. Upcoming Programs
a. Ulpan/Hebrew Classes for ditferent ages
b. Establishment of «“Allahdadi Awareness Committee”™

c.  Mr. Bassalian’s Torah CD

The current Board would like to thank all our congreganis for
their support during the last three years. We hope and pray that
we have lived up to everyone’s expectations. We would also like
to apologize for any possible shortcomings on our behalf that

may have occurred unknowingly.

Mashadi Jewish Center
Giacomo Hadjibay
Nasser Haghighat
David Kordvani
Moosa Levian

Herbert Livi

Shmuel Livian

Yossi Namdar
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ccess we plan on having many more in the near future. For
contact David Kohan at

[ eukemia and Lymphoma Socicly. Katrin Yaghoubt Sosnick, @

brave survivor of Hodgkin’s discasc,
Anthony Logistics for Men lcam and
fundraising. Co-director, Evelyn D1l was 1n charge of mobihziny
the Mashadis to contribute and to be a part of the team. s

Widb llll‘ thlllllll Hl Ihl

please

MOLe mformation
Hunl|lll.|l1|| 1Y

davidk(@mycweb.com.

Whitewater Rafting Trip
On Sunday August 22nd, the health and fitness subcommittee  year was truly an unbelievable success for the Anthony LOopinticn
ok 40 nature lovers down the rivers of the beautiful Lehigh  team. They came in number one by raising over $20,000 (twice
iver in scenic Pennsylvania. The trip included breakfast, a  their goal!), while being the largest team with 60 members, The
HaShoah. On April 19th, Irving Roth, a renowned speaker and rafting lunch and snack. It was a fun, adrenaline pumping and night was joyful and gratifying as members held tlumimated
Holocaust survivor spoke to over 200 of our community cxhilarating day going down the rapids. We hope to se¢ others in  balloons- red in memory of their loved ones and white 1ol
members about his experience during those horrific times. The (uture trips so that they too could share the same experience. survivors. A special addition to the team was Ginous Assil, the
speech was followed by a candle lighting ceremony to wife of Shahin Assil- an Iranian man whose only chance ol
commemorate the 6 million souls lost in the Holocaust and was Mashadi Basketball Association cure is through stem cell or bone marrow transplant.  Ginous
followed by a documentary film. Our generation is the first I'he first season of the MBA concluded with a very exciting Assil held a white balloon in support of her husband. The tean
' playoff season and championship game between Sharokh is extremely grateful to the generous donors and participants who

generation after the holocaust; we encourage everyone to attend
future Yom HaShoah remembrance ceremonies to ensure that we
never forget the Holocaust...never again!

Miracle & Faith on 78"

[laghighat’s team in red and Sammy Ghassabian’s team in

yellow. After a very close game Sammy's team cCame out
victorious. We would like to congratulate Mike Azizi, Sammy

(ihassabian, Nikki Hakimian, Ray Mordekhai, Jason Rahimi and

made this year so special- a true night to remember. Bravo!

PARTIES & RECREATION SUBCOMMITTERE
Summer BBO

Dan Yaghoubi on becoming the furst ever MBA champions. 5, "May 30th, over 200 people attended this year’s Memorial

11 ws
On Muy.-:l.' Ari Schonbrun, a World trade center survivor gave
ol O mﬁpwch on his experience from the horrific After taking the' summer off the MBA B . starjted Ol pay BBQ at Kings Point Park. Youth between the ages of 15-35
September 11", About 75 people listened closely on how he was September 1st with 8 teams of 6, with added time making the enjoyed a relaxing day while eating, playing softball and
pames longer and more exciting and allowing three pointers.  j +eracting with each other

i:lhll.‘: to keep his faith through out that day. All in attendance we
inspired and thankful that they got to hear about all the miracles
he experienced first hand. We would like to thank Mr.
Schonbrun for sharing his experience with us.

The season has been off to a great start and we wish everybody
luck. Tip off 1s every Wednesday night at 8pm.

MASHADI TEEN CLUB

Mashadi Dance Show
Many of the youth of our community performed theu

outstanding dance moves and routines on June 12th to a sold out
crowd at South Middle School. Each group choreographed and
perfected their respective scenes. We are Very proud of our

youth who were able to put together such a special event.

ISRAEL & ZIONISM SUBCOMMITTEE

Summer Long Tennis Tournament

The health and fitness subcommittee organized the first annual
summer long tennis tournament for players ages 16-60. The
singles bracket included 50 players while the doubles bracket
- oluded 22 teams. Players were able to play whenever and
wherever they wished within a certain time frame. On Sunday
August 29th Mehdi and Ania Nassimi hosted the finals at their

Yom HaAtzmaut / Yom HaZikaron Celebration

The annual MYC Yom HaAztmaut celebration was held on April
25th. Headlining this year’s event was Jewish hip-hop singer 50-
Shekql and his Jew-Unit. Over 250 kids and adults enjoyed
listening and dancing to this talented singer’s voice. The night
also featured a speech by Brig. Gen. Shelly Gotman from the

Saturday Night Lecture & Selichot
On Saturday night, September 11th the MYC in conjunction

with the Young Adults Minyan, held a special memorial program
followed by la_te night selichot prayers. Rabbi Bitton spoke
about true forgiveness and teshuva and tied it into the tragedy of

Great Adventure Trip

Israel Defensc Forces, to commemorate Yom HaZikaron, Israel’s
Memorial Day for fallen soldiers. All proceeds from the event
were donated to Friends of the Israel Defense forces. The MYC

would !ike to thank Anita Nowbakht for all her hard work and
efforts in organizing this event.

AIPAC Policy Conference

This year the AIPAC Policy conference was held from May 16th

through the 17th. 30 people had the privilege of attending this
event and all in attendance came back very motivated to help the
cause. The weekend included speeches from senators
t_:ommunity leaders and President Bush. }
important organization, which works closely with politicians to

promote support for Israel. For more information on how to get

involved  please  contact Hooman

Hooman@mycweb.com.

An_nual__Salute to Israel Day Parade

This year’s Salute to Israel Day Parade, which was on May 23rd
proudly included over 450 Mashadi marchers. All in attendanc;

Yaghoutiel at

were highly enthusiastic and were able to portray the theme of

“going to Israel” and “Celebrating Yom Haaztmaut on Ben
Yehuda Street”. The experience of singing and dancing down
Sth Avenue in honor of Israel is one everyone should experience
foF himself or herself. We encourage everyone to participate 1n
this upcoming Salute to Israel Day Parade!

RELIGION & HERITAGE SUBCOMMITTEE

Yom HaShoah Program
This year the MYC arranged for a very special speaker for Yom

AIPAC 1s a very

September 11th. The turnout consisted of about 300 community
members, who were prepared for the upcoming holidays.

Minvan at the MYC Office
There is a minyan at the MYC office every morning and Friday

night. Everyone is welcome to attend. The office is located at 3
Grace Avem}e and is in close proximity to the train station. This
makes the minyan ideal for those who need to catch an early train
to the city.

CULTURE CLUB SUBCOMMITTEE

Fiddler on the Roof

On April 21st the MYC organized a trip to the highly acclaimed
Broadway show Fiddler on the Roof. 150 community members
of all ages attended this event. It was such a big success that we
Plan to c_:rganize another trip to Fiddler on the Roof. For more
information  please = contact  Karen  Dilmaman  at
karend@mycweb.com or Judith Dilamani Judith@mycweb.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS SUBCOMMITTEE

Dodgeball
The first ever recess night featured a dodge ball tournament. On

August 17th 100 youth between the ages of 16 and 30 formed

te'ams and began an intense night of dodgeball. At the end of the
mght_only one team remained and we would like to congratulate
Jon Eliasi, Brian Hakimi, Sharona Kashimallak, .Toseph Lolai
/}ricl Nassim, Kevin Nassimi and Evan Rafinia and for being thé
first ever Mashadi Dodgeball champions. The event was a great

Megillah, Number 83,
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home. Spectators first watched the doubles match between
Daryoush and Byron Hakimi vs. Bob Etessami and Michael
Hajibai. We would like to congratulate Daryoush and Byron on
becoming the first ever Mashadi doubles tennis champions. The

The MTC held its annual teen trip to Six Flags Great Adventure
this year on August 25th. Two full buses with over 100

enthusiastic teen-adventurers and chaperones spent the day on
breath taking rollercoasters. The day included breakfast, snacks

next match was between Oliver Nassimi and Igal Nassim, the
singles finalists. After a long and exhausting match, Igal became
the first Mashadi singles champion. The MYC would like to
thank Cyrus Elian, Mehdi Nassimi and David Kohan for their

hard work and support in this program.

Komen Race for the Cure
On September 12th over 100 people joined Team Tikvah to walk

. the annual Komen Race for the Cure. Everyone in attendance
enjoyed the beautiful weather and walk through Central Park,
while raising money for a good cause. The walk is held annually
and proceeds go to the Komen foundation. Suzy Kamali-Sokol
organized team Tikvah in memory of her sister-in-law, Sharon
Heisler who died of breast cancer. The team raised over $45,000
and came in second place over all. The event raised $2.5 million
overall and we are proud to have contributed to such a worthy

causc.

Light the Night Walk
On the evening of October 14th, thousands of individuals

gathered at South Street Seaport to take part in the annual Light

the Night Walk over the Brooklyn Bridge. The non-competitive
walk across the bridge was to celebrate and commemorate the

lives of those touched by blood cancer. The proceeds went to the

Megillah, Number 83,

and admission to the park. As always, everyone had plenty of
fun and a sense of unity was created amongst the youth. We look

forward to next year’s trip, and everyone to attend.

Teen Forum
On August 10th, the MTC along with the MYC coordinated a

teen forum. Over 100 kids between the ages of 13-17 were In
attendance to discuss issues facing the youth today. The program
began with an introduction and then the kids got divided nto
groups led by responsible group leaders who moderated each of
the discussions. Everyone enjoyed dinner and a chance to be
heard. The program is part of a campaign the MYC is running to

try and understand the needs of the youth so that we can plan
more appropriate events. We would also like to thank Justin

Hakimian and Jeremy Nikfarjam for their help in organizing this
event.

WWW.MYCWEB.COM RE-LAUNCHED

The MYC website is up and running!! We encourage everyone
to visit the MYC website often, as event information and
pictures, MBA scores, and various link to community websites

are updated continuously.
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The annual Graduation Ceremony of our high school, college, As a tradition, the gifts to the graduates were presented by Masters _ Nicole Gohari RS EF i{
and post-graduate students has become a great tradition of our members of the Community’s various Boards, and by donors to Cheryl Livian Obsad Ja i | ori Gross D9 S >.JI
community. The graduates like it mostly because it unites them the Community’s Scholarship Program. A college oraduate, Miss Tina Livian Ol gl LS Marco Hadjibay s > » f’.l
with their peers, while parents enjoy it because it allows them to  Selina Elishaoff, and a high school graduate, Miss Adeline Dil, Tiffany Hajibay sl o “’J“,“;
celebrate the achievements of their children. This year’s event  presented short speeches. A summary of the scholarships given College | inda Hakim (,;u‘m}
took place on Monday evening, June 27. last year was presented in the Graduation Ceremony Program, . < gilalil S Brian Hakimi oS Ol
. .. . e s A i i Bella Aghajanoff . . . paiSoa O A
Dr. Daniel Benilevi graciously agreed to be the Master of indicating the total amount of interest-free loans given to college _ o el Jdise Charlene Hakimi P> 0P
. . . . - _ . Michelle Amini : s daadfia 5okl
Ceremonies this year. As in prior years, the program was students last year exceeded $150,000. Singing the Hatikva ended . . W [TV I e | eon Hakimian i )
" - - . e e Shirlee Aminoff = ! e e (630 3
prepared under the direction of Mr. Marty Bassaly. The National the ceremony. The list of the graduates appears in this 1ssue of cddie Aziz 356 ) Randi Hakimian L= .
Anthem was sung by Miss Nicole Gohari. The opening remarks  Megillah. Ronnié i S P 29 Joshua Hematian UL-'_‘M L 4
of Dr. Benilevi were followed by the benediction and greetings The Higher Education Committee thanks Dr. Daniel Benilevi Selina Elishaoff cal oLl Ll Sherly Kahen c»\S Js ):,
by Rabbi Yosef Bitton, and by the words of Mr. Robert (Master of Ceremonies), Mr. Marty Bassaly (Program Director), : . alaic) sl Sara Kamali SS )
. . . . . Oliver Etessami i _ elaa S LG
Davoodzadeh who welcomed the audience on behalf of the and the following colleagues who assisted in the preparation of Rafael Etessami sabiaic) Qi Natalia Karmely Py
Central Board. this program: Miss Judy Bassaly, Mrs. Soheila Cohanpour, Miss Kevin Gorjian s R oS Maxine Karmily H& ;)5 (_{_eusu
Next, the following four physicians who completed their Judith Dilamani, Mrs. Behnaz Dilmanian, Mrs. Nooshin fenalle E il paia S Sharona Kashimallak Ly L_:_mts b )
Residency training this year were introduced to the community.  Dilmanian, Mr. Mehran Etessami, Mr. Farshid Hakimian, Mrs. Eva Hakimian ObaSa | gl Benjamin Kelaty u-'-"§ u"“‘*"‘
Dr. Danny Benilevi received his MD degree from Technion, = Minoo Hakimian, Miss Sharona Hakimian, Mrs. Yafa Hakimian, Aaron Hakimian (Iranian) (Ol ) Qe O3 A Steve Kohan | uaS ;,e:w
Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, and carried out his Mr. Mickey Karimzadeh, Mrs. Mojdeh Karimzadeh, Miss Nabila Aaron Hakimian (Javadoff) (53 52) hasSa O3 2] Evan Kohanian ‘-’L‘-"“S: U
residency in Pediatric Medicine at Winthrop University Hospital. =~ Levian, Mr. Farshad Namdar, Miss Diana Nassimi, Mr. Farshad Rov Hakimian ObaSa (59 Jason Kordvani S U«"“‘-‘-‘:
He i1s now in private practice. Dr. Hajir Dilmanian received his = Rahmanan and Mr. Fallah Zabih. thshayar (Igal) Hakimian Obasa (J&) Jblas Mark Kordvani s {a S '-5:_)
MD from SUNY Brooklyn and completed his residency in Jamie Hakimian ObaSia e Ruth Koren ‘:UJS ‘_"‘”‘
Internal Medicine at NYU Medical Center. He is currently Debra Hazghiyan Sl a1y ga Evan Levian c..JL‘.-J:!]L.Jﬁ
pursuing a Fellowship in Cardiology at Westchester Medical Charlie Hematian Oliea J ol | auren Levian U"’*ﬁ;ii
Center. Dr. Rossana Dilmanian (who could not attend) received : : : - Olfiea U Michael Livi il
. s Hematian - . -
her MD degree from Milan University, Italy, and completed her Architectu ral and Interior DeSIQn ?:r?]?g Kamali S (o Amanda Livian _UL’-'"*} m;ﬂ
residency in Internal Medicine at Brooklyn-Cornell Hospital. For Builders & Owners Gabriel Yaakov Kashi IS g S Ju 8 Melanie Livian u%fl_d‘{-’u
snlisr el neasiiss sfiee Kep wisbar ; : ; _ - - . adu oad 0L
She plans to Lntt,rvprwalt, pr(:u,uu flllu' her nmlulTnly leave. Residential & Commercial Shirley Kashimallak dm'umls UJ)u Ryan |_|v|em. YRR
And Dr. Mahyar Eidgah received his MD degree from Ross Ronnie Kordvani 3 S H) Joseph Lolol o T a3l
University and completed his residency in Family Practice at Avraham Avi Levian Obsd sl alal sl Pantea Makabi U"Li;*'”
South Nassau Communities Hospital, he is now in private - New building plans Matthew Livian Olsdd siie Matthew Moheban C: ' d)-:r
practice. We also had a new Medical School graduate: Dr. Payam = Office layouts & Facilities planning Parham Makabi S ala Daniel Mordechai ‘-‘: o - X
Hakimian who received his MD degree from Tufts University. _ Retail & restaurant design Stefany Moheban Olina (Alital Hagit Mordechal k ha{‘_ -
These d?c}t]f:)rs were iu}{l}'logluc§d by Dr. Younes Chafiian and the g Medical office & healthcare facilities Daniel Nabavian ) UL. 54 dd:..:j: Be_njamin l_\labavian u::j-‘:ln)‘
writer of this report. Their gifts were presented to them by their ] Lighting, mechanical & reflected ceiling Michel Nematnejad a\_)a.uﬁu " Ar|e| Nass|m. | ;i
parents. | ha Rafinia W ad ) WGL Tiffany Nassimi i Y
_ = plans Natasha Rail . . A o Slaass () Ul
During the ceremony, Mr. Bahram (Joe) Hakimian, an Custom furnishi Daniel Yaghoubi s gimy Jgil Charlene Nassimian i P "
outstanding Civil Engineer, was honored by the Higher i M KRS Allon Yaghoubi s2sin Ol Joseph Neek " *_uj*’ “;
Education Committee for years of service to the community, i Kitchen & be!th plans Jasmine Zar 0 Opanla Evan Rafinia H & Ld:i
which included the design and constructions of the Shaare Tova - Loft conversion plans Sacha Roubeni ‘-""L’)‘ "
and Shaare Shalom Synagogues. Mr. Hakimian was introduced Joshua Zaboulani Y5 i'“m
first by Mr. Mansour Karimzadeh, and then by his daughter Mrs. Robert Mardca 516-829-3317 Ashley Zar -
Charlene Idjadi who 1s also a member of the community’s

Sisterhood. Mrs. Idjadi presented her father with a plaque on

RoberkEnt@aol.com
behalf of the Higher Education Committee.
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Senior Gitizgn Club
Report

By: Ania Nassimi

After three years of activities, The Senior Citizen Club has
become one of the most popular and appreciated programs in
the community. The attendees and other community members
extend their appreciation to the organizing committee and 1ts

volunteers.
This center is open to all ladies and gentlemen of the

community over the age of 65, free of charge and without any
conditions and restrictions.

The management of this program would welcome and
invite all seniors of the community to join this program.
Seeing new faces at the club is a pleasure for the participants
and a motivation for the volunteers. We hope that the young
members of our community will encourage their elderly to
join these activities.

This program takes place every Monday and Wednesday
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Social Hall of Shaare Shalom.
Transportation is provided upon request.

Some of the activities of the center are as follows:

e Watching Persian TV and videos

e Playing fun and challenging games like backgammon
and chess

e Playing Bingo with prizes

e Weekly exercise classes for ladies under professional
supervision

e Having lunch and dessert

e Arts and crafts, painting, arranging flowers, and gift-
wrapping for holidays

e Various types of lectures such as doctors and spiritual
leaders

e Parties and celebrations for national and religious
holidays

e Social service assistance

At this point we want to thank Mrs. Shahrzad Moadel for
her endless assistance on weekly bases in providing help and
information in conjunction with their needs social services.

The budget for the center 1s underwritten and supported by
the Central Board., which has invited and welcome generous
donors to pay $1800 to partially sponsor the expenses of the
center for one month. Additionaly we have numerous
participants and friends that support us regularly with their
donations. We thank all of these financial supporters.

Some of the recent programs and activities of the club
have been as follows:

e Platters of dry fruit were distributed to the guests for
Tu B’Shvat to say the prayers at their homes.

e For Purim we had a big party with music and dance.

e For the Israeli Independence Day, Yom HaAtzmaut,
we danced and celebrated with Israeli and American
flags.

e For Lag Ba’Omer we had as the Americans do
Barbeque lunch.

At

from younger communily members  for  furthe
entertainment for our Senior Citizens.

sanonchehe Edalat and family distributed
Loy kb prar b

l'or Shavaot M
fresh flower pot
Hashanoh  Nh vl Vs
Vi l‘,|uu|\,

For  Rosh Masoud Banilivi
lllf-;lllhlllt'i‘ .||r|i|t and honey o
For Sukkot we had o big party with I'-rll_vur D) playlng
music as well as cwith prizes.

From the Great Neck Police and Poe department we had an
instructor. cducating us e Pt Aad

Rabbi1 Jensen lrom North Shore Hebrew .*\t";l(]L‘Iﬂy together
with a big group of students spent o day cntertaining our
SEN1o0rs.

this pOil‘ll we hike 1o pet more nterestmg leas and advise
activities and

GOt pran

Recent parties and celebrations n the club have been as follows:

Dr. Isaac Namdar sponsored a day’s special lunch and
dessert and together with his family members he surprised
his father, Mr. David Namdar, who was celebrating his
birthday.

Mr. and Mrs. Mirza Kalaty celebrated their son’s wedding at
the center sponsoring a day’s special luncheon. The
attendance of the bride and many family members made
everybody at the club happy.

Mrs. Tamar Gohari catered with her famous home cooking
and sponsored a day’s special luncheon in honor of several
happy occasions in her family.

Mr and Mrs. Masood Banilivy sponsored a day’s lunch and
dessert celebrating the engagement party of their daughter.
The puests were delighted to see the bride and groom and
their family and friends.

Mrs. Rachel Kamali together with her sons and daughters
threw a party in honor of an engagement and a wedding of
two of her grandchildren. Her attendance with her family
and friends brought happiness and joy to everybody.

Mrs. Sheila Kashinejad and Mrs. Soraya Aziz together with
family and friends surprised their mother Mrs. Bibijan
Khorsandy on her birthday with a cake and made it to a
joyous day for the participants.

We thank all these families and congratulate them on their

happy occasions.

Recent sponsors ($1800 each)
Late Morad Karmeli and Family

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Dr.

and Mrs. Isaac Nassimi

and Mrs. Albert Kalatizadeh and Famuly

and Mrs. Khosrow Hakimian (Mortezazadeh)
and Mrs. Steven Rahimi

and Mrs. Jonathan Namdar and Son

and Mrs. Yaghoub Gorjian and Sons

[saac Namdar

Mrs. Mahshid Azarian
Mr. and Mrs. Nabi Nabavian and Sons
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Another successful year of Talmud Torah 1s behind us. New
faces have arrived and some faces are gone, but not forgotten.
We are growing and eagerly anticipating the rise of our new
location at 130 Steamboat Road. A lot of changes need to be n
effect in our new location. It will be wonderful to be able to
teach and learn in an environment that we would feel at home,
where we will be able to display the work of these amazing
children we are raising.

We included surveys with the registration frms to receive
feedback, suggestions, and problems. We received great
feedback from the parents. It’s always good to know that this
group effort of the community to teach our heritage to the
children is paying off. There are flaws in the program and we are
aware of it. We continuously try to work on the flaws and we
appreciate and welcome your concerns.

We would like to continue our communication beyond the
survey. It’s sometimes difficult to discuss some situations in
person or on the phone. Therefore feel free to e-mail us at
TalmudTorah26@aol.com with questions, concerns or problems.
Parents who included their emails on the registration forms will
be receiving updates and new information regularly. If you
would like to be added to the mailing list, please send us your e-
mail address.

There seems to be some confusion as to what the Talmud
Torah curriculum is and what parents expect. The focus of our
program 1s to teach Torah, read the Siddur, learn about the
Jewish holidays and instill the love of Judaism, Israel and our
community. We expect parents to be part of the education of our
children. What we teach in Talmud Torah and what they learn at
home should be congruent and go hand in hand.

We only have four hours per week and a lot of holiday
closings. Our time is limited and parents’ expectations are high.
Our expectations on the other hand are not that high. We need
you to have your children in school on time and prepared, and we
expect you to get involved in what they learn. Together we can
make great progress and use our four hours to the limit.

On behalf of the children and parents of Talmud Torah, we
would like to thank the devoted time and dedication of Mr.

Azizollah Zarovabeli, Mr. Khosrow Hakimi, Mrs. Laleh Kamali,
Mrs. Neda Rahmanan, Mrs. Debbie Hakim, and Miss Maxim
Karmely. And we would like to welcome Rabbi and Mrs. Bitton
and Mrs. Mahtab Zar on the Talmud Torah team. We are
anticipating great changes in the new year.
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Mazal Tov

By: Sandy Mordekhai

Births:
I3enjamin, son of Ayzik and Bita Kohan
Netanel Chaim, son of Moshe and Keren Kendil
Alec, son of Touraj and Simone Hakimian
Ariel Yeheskel, son of Mika and Nili Hakimu
Daniel Avraham, son of Michael and Galit Levian
Adam, son of Farzad and Rachel Dilmanian
Joshua Aaron, son of Martin and Maya Bassaly
David, son of Babak and Galit Abdolazadeh
Menachem, son of Ashkan and Patricia Enayatian
Mark, son of Edmond and Romina Enayatian
Aviel, and Ariel twin sons of Isaac and Adina Hadjibay
Blake, son of Sepehr and Mojdeh (Kashanian) Samouhi
Jesse. son of Steven and Debbie Azizi
Jaden, son of Matin and Jessica Hakimi
Joel Aaron, son of Omid and Daniella Hakimi
Jaden, son of Michael and Daniela Levian
David Eliran, son of Farzad and Orly Hematian
Rephael, son of Roy and Daniella (Karmely) Gemal
Adam and Marc, twin sons of Ramin and Tania Namdar
Daniel Benyamin, son of Farid and Rebecca Aziz
David Benjamin, son of Albert and Nazanin Aghlarian
Benjamin, son of Kourosh and Romina Namdar
Coby, son of Saeed and Sandy Harounian
Ross son of Afshin and Ghoncheh Hakimian
Adam Yaakov Shmuel, son of Michael and Ilana Ilian
Jared Reuben Shemaya, son of Andre and Monica Hakimian
Ethan, son of Dan and Smadar Prigan
Owen, son of Daniel and Alexandra Roubeni
Uriel, son of Rabbi Ramy and Esther Agadi
Jacob Isaac, son of Jonathan and Charlene Aminoft
Maor Aharon, son of Yoni and Liat Ben David (Davoodzadeh)
Benjamin, son of Jack and Laleh Zar
Jeremy Nissan, son of Martin and Shiva Hakiman
Nathaniel, son of Keyvan and Rosie Rahmanan
Yehuda Aryeh, son of Salim and Emilia Bassalian
Ruth Naomi, daughter of Albert and Karolin Heskia
Sophia, daughter of Steven and Sanam Idjadi
Jasmine Sarah, daughter of Eli and Faranaz Edalati
Laura, daughter of Alfred and Sepideh Roubeni
Claudia, daughter of Benny and Kathrine Namdar
Eliana, daughter of William and Shoshana Hakimian
Eve, daughter of Adam and Sandi Hakimian
Kayla, daughter of Sharouz and Neda (Rahmanim) Kashizadeh
Naomi, daughter of Mehran and Candice Enayatian
Elisheba, daughter of Jack and Michal Ezrahian
Isabella Brooke, daughter of Ben and Laura Hakim
Kayla, daughter of Joseph and Soheila Kalatizadeh
Brianna, daughter of Afshin and Angela Hakimian
Michal, daughter of Kourosh and Renana Yaghoubi
Kayla, daughter of Aaron and Lena Kavakeb
Ahuva Bracha, daughter of Sammy and Jasmine Livian

Megillah, Number &3,

Hannah Zilpa, daughter of Ramin and Kathy Az
Natasha Rivka, daughter of Edward and Daphna Kordvany
Sarah Rina, daughter of Simcha and Sandy Siouni
Chana Rachel, daughter of Andy and Dorita Kalatizadch
Alexa Sarah, daughter of Albert and Mimi Nissim
Deborah, daughter of Mehran and Mahtab Etessami
Odelia Chana, daughter of Roni and Ayala Siouni
Audrey Sarah Rivkah, daughter of Payam (David) &

Dr. Rossana Dilmanian
Leila Rachel, daughter of Dr. Farshad & Yasman Shafizadeh

Bar-Mitzvahs:

Benjamin, son of Maurice and Hedika Aziz1
Simon, son of Amir and Clara Aghlarian
Andre, son of Mikel and Hanna Banilevi
Don, son of Ahad and Esther Bichoupan
Brandon, son of Mitchell and Haleh Benilevi
Bruno, son of Babak and Naz Chafnan

Yoni, son of Solomon and Orly Cohen

Elliot, son of George and Marina Dilamani
Yossi, son of Iraj and Lida Dilmani

Andrew, son of Babak and Katrin Etessami
Alexander, son of Sammy and Miriam Hajibay
Kevin, son of Robert and Mojgan Hakimi (Sarat)
Alexander, son of Massoud and Guita Hakimi
Kevin, son of Kamyar and Shiva Hakim
Lawrence, son of Bijan and Carol Hakimi
Jonathan, son of Faramarz and Minoo Hakimian
Jonathan and Joshua, sons of Philip and Betty Hakimian
Cody, son of Massoud and Bahar Hakimian
Michael, son of Khosrow and Fariba Hakimian
Ryan, son of Behrouz and Janet Hematian

Oren, son of Morris and Mitra Heskia

Michael, son of Isaac and Mahvash Mordechai
Joseph, son of Bahman and Ruth Kamali
Joshua, son of Alfred and Shirin Kamal

Jedi, son of Johnny and Parisa Kordvam

Yossi, son of Michael and Elena Khojahiny
Joshua, son of Robert and Juliet Livi

Daniel, son of Ramin and Rebecca Mardkhai
Mosheh, son of Yosef and Estrica Nassimui
Daniel, son of Moris and Doris Nadr1

Bryan, son of Haleh and the late Jacob Rahmanan
Lior, son of Firooz and Yafa Shahverdi

Steve, son of Khosrow and Dina Shahverdi
Leeohr, son of Joseph and Shiva Yacobi

James, son of Mehrdad and Fariba Zar

Bat-Mitzvahs:

Olivia, daughter of Edison & Betty Akhavan
Patricia, Daughter of Ebby & Naghmeh Basal
Michelle, daughter of Djalil & Janet Bassaly
Liori, daughter of Avi & Dorit Gohari

15 Tevet 5765, January 2005




Melyna, daughter of Morris & Mandy Hadjibay
Simone, daughter of Samad & Soheila Hakimu
Jamie, daughter of Fred & Dalia Hakim

Lauren, daughter of Behnam & Angela Hakimian
Deena, daughter of Joseph & Nili Hematian
Sasha, daughter of Behshid & Fariba Hakimian
Elinor, daughter of Joseph & Soleila Kalatyzadeh
Claudia, daughter of Michael & Laleh Kamali
Eliana, daughter of Soheil & Khandan Kalaty
Judy, daughter of Alfred & Shirin Kamali
Abigael, daughter of Yuette & the late BenZion Kashi
Jessica, daughter of Albert & Mojgan Khorsandi
Deziree, daughter of Simcha & Ariella Kashizadeh
Rachel, daughter of Bernard & Esther Livi
Avigail, daughter of Shahrokh & Mojgan Liviem
Gabriella, daughter of Faramarz & Janet Liviem
Ashley, daughter of Ramin & Tania Namdar
Claudia, daughter of Joseph & Noga Namdar
Michelle, daughter of Sammy & Mina Namdar
Aviva, daughter of Late Stella & Issac Nassimui
Michelle, daughter of Josef & Esterica Nassimui

Daniella, daughter of Behrouz & Janet Zabih
Megan, daughter of Massoud & Frances Zar

Robin, daughter of Josef & Azita Zarubabeli

Engagements:

Bella Aghajanoff and Emanuel Etessami
Shirley Kashimallak and Jackie Kamali
Pejman Hakimian and Collette Karmily
Stephanie Kashanian and Jonathan Hezghia
Natasha Banilivy and Fred Asher
Nicole Gohari and Jason Idelson

Sheena Dilmanian and Peyman Rafinia
Vanessa Rahmanan and Ray Hakimian
Natalie Nassimi and Ronny Elian
Stacey Zar and Kevin Gorjian

Ilana Siyance and Rami Kalatizadeh
Monika Khoshlessan and Jacob Anavim

Weddings:

Niloofar (Shaer) and Brian King
Evelyn and Evan Liviem

Dina and Kami Kalaty

Mandyf and Allen Davoudpour
Monique and Payam Zar

Cheri and Sharokh Haghighat
Shmuel and Kathleen Yakutiel (Israel)
Amanda and Kami Nasrolahi

Elnar and Benjamin Ghodss

Moran and Shlomo Hematian

Hope (Chafian) and Anatoly Frenkel
Stephanie and Nathaniel Ben Haim
Romina and Farhad Benzakaria
Rachel and Alan Hakim

Nicole and Alain Levy

Yadinah and Assaf Yacobi

Jodi and Amos Lavian

Gilda and Kamran Lavian

Melanie and Amnon Mordechai
Arezou and Raimondo Gorjian (Italy)
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moment 1 thought of it as a miracle. This perfection cannot have
happened by itself, like something that happened cosmically or
(ndomly. At that moment I felt the Truth. I felt the existence of
, Creator. It never happened to me again. To feel something

with that intensity. It was something...”

Profile: Rabbi Yosef Bitton

By: Danya Hakimian

Danya Hakimian is a double major N /)S_\‘{'fiu/t v andd journalism ot New York University. She
chose to profile Rabbi Yosef Bitton for a writing assignment. Her arvticle appears below. | anya can
be contacted at her e-mail address, Danyalita@gmail con |

The Rabbi’s office that has long stood unused in Shaare
Shalom 1s now filled with handsome furnishings, Jewish texts,
and wall-to-wall diplomas; a mountain bike is propped up in the
corner and the floor i1s strewn with goodie bags, prizes for the
upcoming Saturday Night Family Program. After a brief
exchange in Spanish with José, the synagogue custodian, Rabbi
Bitton opens the door to a room that overflows with youthful
energy and fresh possibilities. The new rabbi, Argentinean-born
Yosef Bitton, begins carving out his niche in the synagogue and
the community. The telephone rings with a request for the Rabbi
to attend yet another event. “Okay. The time is?” he asks. “And
the true time 1s?”

Since their arrival last spring, 43-year-old Rabbi Bitton and
Rabbanit Coty Bitton have transformed Shaare Shalom, with their
determination to engage more young people in Judaism. Not
only have they brought new energy — and seven children with
ages ranging from 3 to 19-years-old, they have launched
ambitious new 1nitiatives in Jewish education for a synagogue of
1,300 families, which has been for six years without a full-time
rabbi.

The Bittons have not only drawn captivated audiences to
discussion of the weekly Torah portion at Shabbat services, but
also started Seuda Shlishit evening classes for women, a lecture

“Iobelieve Rabbe Thtton has transtormed our kanisa,” says a
23-year-old lady who attends the youth ninyan, “I’cople not OIlly
listen, but they repeat i Tectures That's o bip step for us. Not
only are we hstenimg, but we are understandimg and learning from
his every word.™ Her views are not shared by a handful of elders
at Shaare Shalom, who, because they speak mostly Farsi, find it
difficult to understand  hon speak  Foghsh  with a  thick
Argentinean accent

In many ways, Rabbi itton™s heritape as an Argentine Jew
has shaped his attitude and performance as o Rabbi. His parents
always feared fanaticism.  “It's kind ol hke here,” he says,
suggesting with a broadenmg sole iy awareness that many
Mashadis also fear religious extremes

Born and raised in Bucnos Aires, Arpgentina’s capital, the

young Yosef Bitton spent most of his carly life in a non-Jewish
environment. “lI was more an Argentine than a Jew,” he says
about living in a country estimated to have a Jewish population of
about 200,000.

A one-and-a-half hour commute took Rabbi Bitton daily from
his hometown in Castelar to the Jewish community in Capital
Federal, where he received his Jewish and secular education.
During his train ride to school he describes, “we were standing
almost like animals. People would come through the windows,”

And so the journey began at age 18, with him leaving
Arpentina to accept a full scholarship at Yeshiva University 1n
Manhattan, for a year of Judaic studies and of learning English,
*which I still haven’t done until today,” he jokes.

(raving a further challenge in Hebrew, Bitton next spent the
sears 1979 to 1985 in Israel, where he simultaneously attended
bar Ilan University (triple-majoring in Talmud, the Hebrew
i1ible. and Hebrew Language), and Zechor Le David Rabbinical
School. “I was studying all day long,” he reflects. It was during
(hat time in Israel that he met his future, Spanish-born wife, Coty.
| ike many husbands, even the esteemed Rabbi cannot recall their
anniversary, or exact date of his wedding.

After earning his BA degree, the Rabbi faced a difficult
decision — to enter academia or the rabbinate. “The academic life
was intellectually stimulating, but dull because all you can expect
n life is that your name will be in some obscure article as some

detail. I was more interested in making changes in my world —

the whole world.”
Fortunately for his future congregants, he chose to pursue a

career as a rabbi. Nevertheless, Rabbi Bitton remains a true
academic. 10 years later, he earned a Master’s Degree 1n Judeo-
Spanish’ Literature at Ben-Gurion University. While in Atlanta,
he also studied for his Ph.D. through Emory University.

In 1986, Rabbi Bitton returned to Argentina to serve Agudat
Dodim, the largest Sephardic community of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, consisting of 1200 families. In 1994, following a
terrorist attack in Argentina that destroyed the Jewish Community
Center, he was instrumental in aiding 40 families from Argentina
to make “aliyah” and settle permanently in Dimona, Israel. “I1

consider this the biggest project of my life,” he says.

In the spring of 2004, after a four-year career as the Chief

he says. The young Yosel Bitton never complained to his m
: , KO - other : . . .
l Rabbi of Uruguay, and 18 months in Atlanta, Rabbi Bitton joined

series on teachings of Bereshit, a Taamim Club for young boys,

weekend-long Shabbatons, and Saturday Night Jewish family
education programs.

Compared to Ashkenazi standards, Shaare Shalom aims to be
considered an Orthodox synagogue. However, Mashadi families
vary significantly in their levels of observance. Many believe
that Rabbi Bitton has had the unique, unprecedented ability 1o
draw interest from the entire spectrum, and many view him as
welcoming, non-judgmental, and well-read spi itual leader.

According to one man (who wishes not to be identified), 27,
“The lectures and classes are something that really didn't exist
before. People like gomg. Even those who don't consider
themselves ‘religious’.” Meanwhile, the Rabbanit’s informative
courses for women have appealed even to the more strictly
observant congregants from the neighboring Shira Chadasha
synagogue.

While serving the young adult and youth minyanim, Rabbi
Bitton takes care not to speak in lofty, Biblical terminology. He

often draws from mainstream pop culture, like episodes of

“Friends,” or the history of Halloween, and even from scientific
theories of evolution (which, he argues can be m<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>