Seinfeld Judaism

By: Rabbi Yosef Bitton

The following is based on a speech by Rabbi Yosef
Bitton on Shabbat, August 23, 2008, at the Young
Mashadi Jewish Center:

Nowadays, there are many “Jewish” characters on
American television shows, particularly sitcoms. One of the
most famous is Jerry Seinfeld, who plays himself in
“Seinfeld.” Jerome Allen Seinfeld is Jewish (Ashkenazi
father, Syrian mother) and so is his character, “Jerry” on the
show. Seinfeld the character is a very average American Jew.
But what is Jewish about Jerry Seinfeld, the character? It
doesn’t look like he prays or puts on Tefilin at all. There does
not seem to be any hint of observance of Shabbat or Kashrut
on the show. And although it is a little challenging to find
Jewish symbols and actions in the life of Jerry Seinfeld, it is
not difficult at all to find many un-Jewish things he would
indulge himself in. He eats at non-kosher restaurants and has
non-kosher food at home. I don’t believe he fasts on Yom
Kippur, and unlike many secular Jews, he does not even have
a Mezuzah on his apartment door!

Still, I would like to ask you, what is the most un-Jewish
thing Seinfeld, the character, does?

To me, the most un-Jewish thing he does is dating any girl,
regardless of her religion. In that regard, he is also a typical
American Jew, among whom today the intermarriage rate is
above 70 percent.

Unfortunately, for many Jews, choosing a Jewish spouse is
not a priority. If a typical Jew, like Jerry, would marry a non-
Jewish girl, he would probably do it like most American
Jewish men do when they marry outside their religion. Take
for example Elliot Spitzer, when he married a Southern
Baptist woman, he did it in a civil ceremony performed by a
U.S. District Judge. Perhaps Jerry would even agree to marry
his non-Jewish girlfriend in a church. He seems to me to be
that “open minded” about religion.

Do we have “Jerry Seinfeld” Jews in our own community?
Definitely not. Or, at least, not yet. It is almost impossible to
conceive a Mashadi Jew that would be so indifferent to his
ancestors’ religion. Not that intermarriage is out of the
question for our young community members. After all, we
live in America and intermarriage comes with the package!
Still, the main difference between a Mashadi Jew and Jerry
Seinfeld is that a Mashadi Jew would never dare to marry a
non-Jewish girl in a Church. And most probably, not even in a
court house, in consideration of the parents who always
wanted to see their son or daughter under a Chupa.

So, if I'm a Mashadi Jew and I want to marry a non-
Jewish girl, what would I do? [ would definitely seek to
convert the girl. Conversions could be performed very easily
in New York. I would not go to a Reform rabbi, because they
think intermarriage is perfectly fine and most reform rabbis

cditorial

would perform the wedding together with a Christian priest.
So, I would probably go to conservative or ecumenical rabbi
who would do it painlessly for me. You see, an Orthodox
rabbi would never perform a conversion for the sake of
marriage because in the Halacha (Laws of Jewish religion) it
is explicitly forbidden to convert for the purpose of marriage.
The first prerequisite for a kosher conversion is
unconditionality. The second requisite is to become a fully
observant Jew: The convert is more or less stating that upon
his or her conversion: “I want to convert to Judaism because 1
wish to fulfill the Laws of Moshe, living as a fully observant
Jew.”

Most Conservative rabbis I know do not abide by Jewish
Law and they would perform the conversion very easily, even
when they know that it is for the sake of marriage. Needless
to say, they will not require the convert observe Jewish laws.
Sometimes, it is even possible to mislead a trusting and naive
Orthodox rabbi and to persuade him that a girlfriend is not
converting for marriage. I know dozens of cases like that.

Conversions before marriage are susceptible to fraud! Our
leaders understood this problem and a couple of months ago
they issued an edict (Takana) where they clearly stated that
our community “does not accept converts for marriage.” In
other words, no rabbi of our community would ever perform a
wedding or any ceremony for a Mashadi Jew that wants to
marry a convert, and if he marries a convert, our community
would consider that marriage as intermarriage, canceling the
services and all possible honors that the community grants
and offers to its members. Our leaders understood very
clearly that in America, conversion is merely a loophole to
give legitimacy to an intermarriage. Very firmly, and
unanimously, our leaders in New York, Milan, Israel, and all
our Boards signed this edict protecting our children from the
danger of intermarriage.

What they did was a very courageous act and an extremely
wise one. They were not reacting to an existing problem, but
exercised preventative medicine, because they had the vision
to foresee the coming danger. We need to be grateful to the
current and prior Central Boards and appreciate what they did
to safeguard our children!.

I now want to share some thoughts about other aspects of
conversion, besides the legal or Halachic issues to help us
understand more profoundly the vision and wisdom of our
leaders who issued this edict.

1. If you marry a converted non-Jew, you make her
(I’m using the feminine only because 9 out of 10 conversions
for marriage are done by non-Jewish females) and her family
part of your family. Before marrying a convert think about
the impact it will have on your immediate family. Shabbat,
Friday nights, Pesach, Rosh HaShana, we spend all these
occasions with our parents and brothers. You could be
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causing tremendous pain and bringing disgrace to your
parents and family. You could bring eternal disputes and
create painful divisions among your own family. The
problems and misery you are imposing upon your family
(even cousins, uncles, in-laws) are endless. You are putting in
motion a chain of events with far reaching consequences that
are impossible to predict. And, morally speaking, the pain
caused to your parents and loved ones will be no one’s fault
but your own.

2. When you ask the non-Jewish girlfriend to convert,
it is also unfair to the non-Jewish family. If you think your
mother is going to feel uncomfortable at your Chupa, standing
next to the non-Jewish mother of your converted girlfriend
(even if she is not wearing a cross) think for a moment, how
miserable your wife’s parents are feeling by being in a Jewish
Temple. How would you feel if your son would marry in a
Church and you would have to be there, listening to the
Catholic priest uttering blessings to their faith? It is misery
for everyone! After your wedding, the problems will
continue: Are you going to prevent your wife’s parents from
having their grandchildren at home for Christmas? That will
be cruel and inhuman! Do you know that according to
Judaism a convert is obligated to honor her parents? What
would happen, then, when your wife’s brother gets married:
aren’t you and probably your family going to attend his
wedding? If you don’t attend that will be considered a
dishonor for her parents! Are you going to prevent your little
daughter from being the flower girl at St. Mary’s Church? It
is going to be very unfair and painful to your wife, to her
brother and a great disgrace to her parents if you refuse! In
our community we are taught that once you are married, the
two families’ happy and sad occasions are forever combined.
You can’t avoid that! She has converted to Judaism because
she loves you, and in return, you cannot expect her to be
totally uprooted from her family...

3. The Domino Effect: Ours is a community of
conformists. That is why we use the same caterer for most of
our occasions. We love uniformity. Whatever the caterer
serves in one Berit Mila is served for every Berit Mila. When
I’'m at a Berit Mila, I can confidently close my eyes and walk
directly to the salmon; I know exactly where the cheese is and
what kind of Green wraps with tuna I’'m going to savor today.
In our community, we tend to imitate each other. What is
good for you will be good for me. In our case, if an
intermarried couple becomes accepted in our community, it
will be only a matter of time until it creates a chain reaction
and more and more guys will convert and marry non-Jewish
girls. Perhaps, if the community did not react negatively to
the notion of marrying a convert, we could easily (G-d forbid)
reach a rate of 20% of these kind of marriages within 10 or 15
years.

I hope you are beginning to see that in a community like
ours, which is totally family oriented, there are a lot more than
just the legal aspects of the conversion to consider. I hope
you start to see the wisdom of our new edict and how it
protects the integrity of the families and the value that is
most cherished by all of us: Family unity!

Unfortunately, when a boy falls in love with a girl, he is
psychologically blind. He can not objectively see the
disasters triggered by his decision. Infatuation lowers our
levels of serotonin, impairs our critical thinking and damages
our objectivity. Logic stops being functional and it becomes
impossible to talk sense into the infatuated brain. From my
unfortunately large experience dealing with cases of
intermarriage, the only thing that can override this “love,” is
love. Only if he sees that he will lose his parent’s love, his
brother’s love and his friend’s love, he might react. I’ve seen
cases of parents who told their child that if he intermarries
they would be in mourning, they would tear their garments
and they would sit “shiva” for him. When the son realized the
unimaginable pain he was inflicting on his parents, he
stopped.

But many times, parents or brothers are themselves afraid
of taking things so far, because they might be unsure and
insecure about their son’s love for them and they are terrified
to exert that leverage and lose him. Commonly, these parents,
when they feel they can not dissuade their son, will embrace
him, in a kind of Stockholm syndrome, becoming part of the
problem and isolating themselves, in order to protect a very
selfish son, from the rest of the family and / or the
community. Parents, brothers, sisters, and friends sometimes
must go out of their way to open the eyes of their loved ones
in situations like this.

I will finish with a true story of a Rabbi in Panama by the
name of Rabbi Zion Levy which demonstrates how blind love
could be:

One of the members of Rabbi Levy’s congregation was
going to marry a non-Jewish girl. Nobody was able to
dissuade him. The Rabbi invited him to his apartment on the
day of the Wedding, and said “I want to bless you right before
your wedding ceremony. At least you will have something
Jewish to take with you.” The groom arrived at the apartment
and told the rabbi what a nice girl his girlfriend is, etc. He
received a long blessing from the Rabbi and when he tried to
leave the apartment to go to his wedding he found that the
Rabbi had locked the door. The Rabbi showed him the key
and then threw it out of the window. His apartment was on the
seventh floor. The groom thought about jumping from the
window but he realized that it was suicidal. There were no
cell phones or telephone lines available and for two hours,
while the Rabbi was still blessing him, the groom cursed the
Rabbi and his own family for their complicity. After a couple
of hours, the Rabbi’s wife arrived and opened the door. The
groom ran to make it to his wedding ceremony. His furious
girlfriend was waiting for him at the entrance of the chapel
and when she saw him she said: “You dirty little Jew... |
should have listened to my friends and my family when they
warned me not to marry you... you dirty little Jew...”

That same night the groom came back to Rabbi Levy and
thanked him: “Thank you for opening my eyes, Rabbi. I was
really blind! Thank you for opening my eyes!”
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Central Board Report

By the Communication Committee of UMJCA
Written by Rodney Hakim

The Syrian-Mashadi Symposium

A historic meeting took place between the Syrian and
Mashadi communities, in which the leaders of the Syrian
community formally introduced themselves to the Mashadi
community and its leaders, and also detailed the ways in which
their community has remained together and retained their values
and traditions throughout several generations. The Syrians
shared their insights and cited their core values, including the
emphasis on Jewish education, the prevention of intermarriage
and of conversions to Judaism, and the necessity of giving
money for charity. Both communities were happy to have
participated in the symposium, and now that a dialogue has been
established, the door is open for future symposia and other
shared events.

Honoring Mehdi Hariri-Tolou

An assemblage of Mashadi community leaders, past and
present, met to honor one of the most respected members of the
community, Mr. Mehdi Hariri-Tolou. Many speakers came
forward to express their praise and their gratitude for Mr. Hariri-
Tolou, recounting all his selfless efforts in bringing about the
creation of the Mashadi Jewish Center, and in being instrumental
in bringing the community together both socially and spiritually.
The ceremony culminated with the presentation of three plaques
to Mr. Tolou that recognize him as the founder of the Mashadi
Jewish Center, which will be placed in and around the Shaare
Shalom synagogue. At the conclusion of the event, Mr. Tolou
donated one million dollars to the Mashadi community, and
made several suggestions for the improvement of the community
and for the furthering of its goals.

Yom HaAtzmaut 60th Celebration:
Shuk Shalom

The Mashadi community celebrated the 60th anniversary of
Israel's independence by bringing a taste of Israel to Great Neck
with the Shuk Shalom event. The event began with an Israeli-
style Shuk in the back of the Shaare Shalom synagogue, offering
a wide variety of Israeli foods and products for sale to an
enormous crowd of Mashadi patrons. Over 1,000 people
attended the Shuk, which was a family-friendly event, and
several hundred of those patrons stayed on for the second half of
the evening, which was a performance by the IDF Ensemble.
The Israeli singers and dancers enthralled the multi-generational
audience, who were brought great happiness by the performers,
but who also observed a moment of silence and sorrow for the
Israeli soldiers who have given their lives in our quest for
independence. It was a memorable evening that was fun for the
whole family, and one which should become an annual Mashadi
tradition as a way of honoring the anniversary of the creation of
the sovereign state of Israel.

Mot osses

Bridging The Gap:
A Shabbat With Rabbi Benji Levene

The UMJCA Israel & Zionism Committee, in conjunction
with the community's synagogues, hosted Rabbi Benji Levene on
Shabbat, May 9 and 10th. Rabbi Levene is the Senior Vice
President of the Israel-based Gesher Foundation, a grass-roots
organization which bridges the gap between secular and religious
Jews in Israel and worldwide. A remarkable Shabbat it was as
Rabbi Levene made the rounds through the community's
minyanim with his message of unity and tolerance amongst all
Jews. On Saturday night, Rabbi Levene mesmerized an audience
of over 350 people at the Saddle Rock Auditorium with a
performance of the hilarious "Four Faces of Isracl." In the play,
Rabbi Levene comically portrayed four stereotypical Israelis, but
also emphasized the humanity of each character, making the
audience not only laugh, but also really think about and feel a
connection with these disparate Jewish characters while they
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laughed, and as such, reinforced the importance of unity and
tolerance between all Jews. We hope that the Gesher's message
of unity from this Shabbat will have an everlasting impact on our
community.

Marriage Forum

The Mashadi Community took its first official step toward
rectifying a growing problem within the community by holding
its inaugural Marriage Forum, addressingthe decline in
marriages and difficulties in dating. A number of speakers
shared their opinions in what became a very open and
enlightening discussion about why the youth of the community
are increasingly either not getting married on time or are looking
outside the community for dating and marriage. Amongst the
most pressing problems that were voiced were the ones of the
difficulty that the Mashadi youths have in breaking out of their
cliquish “dorrehs” so as to be able to meet new people, the
challenge of living up to the outrageously expensive Great Neck
lifestyle fostered by their parents, and the difficulty of bridging
the communication gap between parents and their children. It
was also expressed that parents perceive themselves as helping
their children by what they say about marriage, but the children
feel pressured and limited by the parents' words. While no
immediate solutions were reached, a dialogue was created within
the community, and the path to further communication about the
issue has been opened.

Allah-Dadi Mashadi Night
LN

In honor of Mother's Day, the Mashadi Community held its
annual Mashadi Night, arranged by the Allah-Dadi committee
and the Youth committee, which commemorated the defining
moment in the community's history, the Allah-Dadi Incident of
1839. The 1,200 plus attendees were treated to an Art Exhibit, a
dinner, a discussion of the history of the Allah-Dadi Incident and
our courageous survival of that dark period. The Rachel's Diary
book was presented and the book's author was recognized. A

series of short plays based on scenes from the book, a raffle and
trivia quiz based on the book, the presentation of wonderful
prizes to the raffle winners, the screening of a video of our old
haunts in present day Iran, and the distribution of both the
Rachel's Diary book and Volume III of the Mashadi Heritage &
History book filled the rest of this memorable program. It was
an exciting evening for people of all ages within the community,
and a chance to educate our children about the sacrifices their
ancestors made to give them the religious freedom and prosperity
they enjoy today. The evening was a tremendous success,
making the mothers in the community happy, raising awareness
of the Allahdadi Incident, and making the story of our victory
over persecution from the Muslims a permanent part of our
community's knowledge base with the Rachel's Diary book.

Graduation Ceremony

On June 22nd, the Mashadi Community recognized the
scholastic achievements of over 100 of its students in the 2008
Mashadi Graduation Ceremony. The High School, College, and
Advanced Degree Graduates were an exemplary group, with
numerous accolades and with GPAs ranging from 3.5 to over 3.9.
Standouts included the three Hakimian doctors, all completing
their doctoral schooling, and Adam Sabzevari, leading the
Mashadis in taking all the top honors at Hanc High School. Over
750 Mashadis attended the event, where speakers included Rabbi
Bitton, Central Board member Hertzl Cohanpour, and a number
of luminaries amongst the various levels of the graduating class
of 2008. The Mashadi Endowment Fund and Loan Programs
were reviewed, with over $200,000 in Endowments and $55,000
in Loans helping Mashadi students in a benchmark year that set a
high bar for graduating classes of the future. It was a well
coordinated event, and one that will hopefully encourage even
greater academic achievement in upcoming years, while
increasing awareness amongst the Mashadis about the
Endowments and Loans, which they should increasingly support
so as to give the greatest gift they can give to their children; the
gift of education.

Singles Marriage Forum

On July 28th, the Mashadi Community held a Singles Forum
to address the problems with marriage and dating facing the
community. These issues were first aired earlier this summer in
the Marriage Forum, where parents and singles came together to
determine the nature and source of the marriage crisis that exists
amongst the Mashadi youth. The Singles Forum, helmed by
Brian Hakimian, was the community's first attempt to provide
solutions to these problems, and it laid out some simple steps for
the singles to take; the guys need to be bolder and ask out the
girls, but the girls must not dismiss them so quickly, and should
say yes, allowing three dates to find out what the guys are really
like in private. The singles must also try to avoid fixating on
only the few most popular guys or girls, and will find more
success in approaching other singles who might not be amongst
the most glamorous. The primary solution that was presented
was the introduction of five young married couples known as the
Agents, who will serve as intermediaries between singles, aiding
them in communicating with each other, and helping to bring
people from different dorrehs together. The suggested solutions
were extremely well received by the large crowd in attendance,
and will hopefully be the catalysts that turn our marriage crisis
into a marriage boom.
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GLOBAL AUTO
Proudly Supports The Mashadi Youth Commitee

Dream It... or Drive It
You Make The Call!

Delivery to Home or Office
All Makes and Models

Leasing, Financing and Sales

Guaranteed to Beat Any Price!

(R
CloBhs

Morris A. Didia  Jack Didia
888-94-GLOBAL
718-693-3900
7270 Coney [sland Avenue, Brocklyn MY 11218

Fax: 718-693- 2882
Email: salesGlobalautoleasing cam
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Sistegrhood Report

By: Mitra Heskia

Tu B’ Shvat/Ilanot

Once again this year the Sisterhood celebrated Tu B’Shvat
with beautiful dried fruit platters. The seven traditional dried
fruits on gorgeous wrapped plates were presented to our
community and we were sold out once again! The Sisterhood
would like to extend our appreciation to those ladies and
community members who lent a helping hand in wrapping and
decorating these beautiful platters.

Children’s Purim Party

In March, the Sisterhood planned its annual Purim event for
the children of the community. This event was held on Sunday,
March 23rd at YMJC 130 Steamboat Rd. A magnificent crowd
of young parents, grandparents, and siblings enjoyed our Purim
event. The Sisterhood had worked hard planning a Purim
Carnival. A variety of games were available to all ages. The kids
enjoyed getting rewarded with ticket stubs which they could win
prizes with. Our Puppet Show set up upstairs in the Sanctuary
was a packed event. The Puppets captured the attention of the
youngsters and it was an educational as well as an interactive
event for our little guest. The colorful costumes and masks were
a sight to be seen. The Sisterhood would like to thank all the
volunteers who worked hard make this event.

Clothing Drive

This year’s clothing drive was held on Sunday, April 6th at
the Share Shalom parking lot. The Sisterhood would like to
extend our sincere thanks to the families who sponsored the
clothing drive truck. Without their help, this good deed would
not have been possible.

Passover Cleaning

Month of April was a busy month for the Ladies of the
Sisterhood. We helped organize and clean the Synagogues.

This effort was not possible without the help of a dozen
ladies of our community who have spearheaded and taken
responsibility of scheduling, hiring, and organizing these
cleanings. Our warmest thanks to these wonderful ladies, without
whom we could not possibly have been ready for Passover.

Shuk Shalom

Thursday, May 8th marked Yom Haatzmaut, Israel
Independence Day. This year we celebrated the 60th Birthday of
our beloved land the Land of Israel. Sisterhood worked hand in
hand with the Israel and Zionism Committee and the Central
Board to plan an amazing event. On Sunday, May , Shaare
Shalom was transformed into a full-fledged Shuk. There were a
variety of vendors who sold food, clothing, accessories, and

more. The beautiful sunny day was a reminiscent of Israel:
always sunny and bright. The scent of BBQ and the colorful
layout of the vendors was incredible. The mock Shkalim
presented to purchase the goods made one feel as if one were in
Israel shopping in the middle of the Shuk, This amazing event
was followed by the Israeli Soldier’s Concert. Cheers, tears,
dancing and singing were the collective response of the attending
audience. The Sisterhood Salutes Israel and our dear Soldiers on
this 60th Birthday of Israel.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale

Our annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale took place on Sunday,
May 11th at Share Shalom parking lot. The beautiful variety of
plants, the magnificent colors and scents were a sight to see. The
community came in to purchase their pick of a plentiful variety
different plants and flowers.

Hebrew Classes

This year the Sisterhood presented the community with a
series of Hebrew classes. The classes were held in small groups
for adults. The class was taught by a professional Israeli teacher.
The Sisterhood will resume these classes in September of 2008.
Feel free to email us at MashadiSisterhood@googlegroups.com
for any questions.

FEGS Drug and Alcohol

The Sisterhood with the help of FEGS Organization has been
helping plan Drug and Alcohol meetings for our Bar/Bat Mitzvah
kids and the teenagers of our community. FEGS is a Jewish
Organization which specializes in a variety of social work. They
extend a hand for a spectrum of different situations. The
Sisterhood hopes the youth has benefited form these programs.
We are planning to continue and enhance these Drug and
Alcohol programs in the future. Our thanks to the professional
counselors at the FEGS Organization for helping us plan these
events.

A Note of Thanks

The Sisterhood would like to extend our appreciation to
Metro Florist in Great Neck who supplied us with gorgeous
arrangements for out Bat Mitzvah event last year.

Reach us

We would like your feedback, suggestions and opinions.
Please email us at MashadiSisterhood@googlegroups.com

We are always looking for volunteers and new faces to help.
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WAREHOUSE SALE!
Hosted by David Nassimi
Monday to Friday
10:30 to 6:30

Italian Designer Fashions
Zegna, Canali, Pal Zileri
Rifle Jeans Italia

Handmade Suits in Super 120’s to 150’s
Sizes 36S to 58
Sport coats, Pants, Dress Shirts, Shoes and Belts

1430 Broadway ( St. entrance)
At BRESCIANI T:212.302.6277
David Nassimi: 917.701.2114

R .
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Custom Clothing

Also available Custom Clothing by W
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Mashadi Jewish Center

By: Mark Karimzadeh

1. Repairs to all parts of the roof of the building have now
been completed.

2. In an effort to make the Synagogue “greener” and thus
more energy efficient, many of the light bulbs
throughout the building have been upgraded to new
energy saving light bulbs. These light bulbs will save on
costs for electricity used throughout the building.
Dimmers have also been added to the lights in the
Social Hall to allow for energy savings as well as the
added benefit of a nicer ambiance for events that are
held in the Social Hall.

3. New seating benches have been ordered for the
redesigned ladies section.

4. Professional contractors were called in to repair all of
the potholes that have recently appeared in the parking
lot. The potholes are all now fixed.

5. In an effort to increase cleanliness throughout the
building, special hand sanitizers have been placed in
selected areas around the Synagogue for use by all.

6. Following the completion of the placement of Air
Conditioning Deflectors in the main sanctuary, a set of
deflectors is planned to also be put in Daily Minyan, in
order to better control the flow of the air conditioning.

7. Following the recent birth of her child, Mrs. Claudia

dhaarg Shalom dynagogug Report

Rahmani has returned to head the M&M club for the
younger children of the community. The M&M club
holds special services for these children on Friday
nights and Shabbat mornings, and all younger children
are encouraged to attend. We are also extremely
thankful to Miss Natasha and Miss Natalie Nassimian,
as well as Miss Sharona Hakimian for their continued
generous help at the M&M club, without which the
program could not have flourished.

8. Two successful events were recently held at the Youth
Shabbat Minyan in the gym. First, a Shabbaton was held
with Rabbi Bitton, and second, a special father and
son/daughter minyan was held — many mothers attended
as well to join their families. Both events had a high
turnout, and we hope to hold more of such events in the
near future.

As a reminder, because the warm and humid
summer months are upon us, women are
requested to dress appropriately and modestly.

We are requesting again that all “Shira
families refrain from distributing “Shirinis”
before the end of the Shabbat service.

»

Shaare Tova Announcement

By: Andy Kalaty

The newly-elected Board of Shaare Tova, led by Board
President, Mr. Abdolrahim Etessami, is honored to announce
that R” Avi Nissanian has agreed to join us on a regular basis.
B”H, our beloved chazzan, teacher, and friend will be leading
our weekday, Shabbat, Chaggim and Yom Kippur services.
The entire community is invited and welcome to join us as
often as possible to experience a new Shaare Tova with an
old and familiar voice, spirit, and energy.

We wish R’ Nissanian much success in this holy
endeavor, and pray that Hashem guides him to follow in the
footsteps of our community's great spiritual leaders, both past
and present.
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Elle’s Studio

Y our one-stop shopping for your party needs.
INVITATIONS, PARTY GIVEAWAYS AND MORE
For appointment call

Elena Hajibai (516) 487-1790
ElleStudio@ hotmail.com

Please Visit our New Designed Website for Services Availabe

wiww. EllesStudio.com
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Youth Committee
Report

By: Nabila Levian

MYC Update

As you will see from this report, the current MYC term has
amazingly managed to stay active and provide events for the
youth. This is ‘amazing’ only because the last few MYC terms
were not able to maintain such a level of activity by this point in
their respective terms. The goal of our current term is to stay
actively dedicated to providing events for the youth as we have
volunteered to do so (since November 2007, which was the start
of the current term until November 2009, which is when the next
MYC elections will take place).

Religion & Heritage Subcommittee

Rosh Chodesh Lecture: Tevet

The MYC held its monthly Rosh Chodesh lecture on Tuesday
night, December 11th, which was also the 8th night of Chanukah.
The evening was hosted at the home of Chantal Hajibay; it
included a fantastic Glatt kosher meal, refreshments, and a
lecture about the “Greek influence on Chanukah” by Rabbi
Bitton. Chantal’s family also lit the menorah and recited the
brachot for all to hear. It was a very successful event and was
attended by nearly 120 people. The MYC would like to thank
Rabbi Bitton, Chantal Hajibay & family, Jordan Karmily, and
Steven Ebrani for organizing the evening.

Rosh Chodesh Lecture: Adar I

The MYC held its monthly Rosh Chodesh lecture on Tuesday
night, February 19th at YMJC Synagogue. The evening was
hosted by Ms. Isabella Namdar; it included refreshments and an
intriguing lecture by internationally renowned author and lecturer
Ms. Gila Manolson. She spoke about “Sane dating in an insane
world”. The MYC would like to thank Isabella Namdar, Ms. Gila
Manolson, and Jordan Karmily for organizing the evening.

Rosh Chodesh Lecture: Adar 11

The MYC held its monthly Rosh Chodesh lecture on Sunday
night, March 2nd. The evening was hosted at the home of Linda,
Rachel, and Kimberly Hakim, which included a delightful Glatt
kosher meal, refreshments, and a heart-warming lecture about the
“Victims of Sedorot” by Rabbi Bitton. It was a very successful
event and was attended by over 100 people. The MYC would
like to thank Rabbi Bitton, Linda, Rachel, Kimberly Hakim &
family, Jordan Karmily, Mona Dilamani, and Steven Ebrani for
organizing the evening.

Rabbanit Bitton Lecture

On Monday night, January 14th at YMJC Synagogue
Rabbanit Bitton held a lecture for single men, titled the “Hidden

Side of the moon”. Over 40 singles attended, ranging in ages
from 19 to over 50. It was a successful event and we hope it will
be effective. The MYC would like to thank Rabbanit Coty
Bitton, Dana Bassali, Ramin Kamali, and Andy Bassaly for
organizing the event.

MYC Shabbat Getaway ‘08

After months and months of running around, the MYC
finally managed to organize its traditional MYC Shabbat
Getaway. With close to 90 participants (on Super bowl weekend
and immediately before the popular Tuscon Jewelry Show), we
set off to the Raleigh Hotel in upstate NY. With a bumpy start -
bus arriving to Shaare Shalom Synagogue WITH a flat tire- and a
treacherous storm on Friday, February 1st, we managed to make
it to the hotel...eventually.

The weekend was filled with a myriad of activities,
interesting conversations, and fantastic lecture forums. The
weekend concluded with a very funny and entertaining game
show; the Mashadi version of “Singled Out”. Buses left the hotel
and made it back well in time before the Super Bowl game, as
promised, on Sunday, February 3rd.

In general, tons of memories were made, existing friendships
were strengthened and new bonds were made amongst the youth
who participated and attended the trip. Every MYC Shabbaton
has managed to produce at least one couple and we are proud to
have kept the tradition alive this year as well. The MYC would
like to congratulate and wish all of the best to one of our own
directors, Talia Livi and her husband, Netanel Levy.

A list of memories from the trip can be found in this issue of
Megillah. The success of this weekend was a result of the hard
work, effort, and dedication of an incredible MYC team and the
following volunteers: Nataly Nadri, Steve Kohan, Leon
Hakimian, Mickey Karimzadeh, Daniel Mordechai, Lauren
Nassimi, Andy Bassaly, Roy Hakimian, Farshad Rahmanan and
Carol Hajibai. We would also like to thank our lovely chaperones
and new friends of the youth; Mr. and Mrs. Bahman and Ruthy
Kamali and Mr. and Mrs. Ishay and Ruthy Ben-David. We would
also like to thank Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef and Coty Bitton and
their family for attending, participating, and contributing a lot to
the weekend long event. Last, but certainly not least, we would
like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Yosi and Esterica Nassimi and their
family, without whose effort this weekend could not have been
such a success!

To the participants of the trip, we thank you for joining us
and we hope you had a great time; thanks for the memories.
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MYC Shabbat Getaway ’08- Reunion Dinner

As a result of the successful and memorable Shabbat
getaway, the MYC organized just one more Shabbat together,
exclusively for the participants and attendees of the Shabbat
getaway on Friday Night, February 29th at YMJC Synagogue.
Colorful invitations were printed and mailed to the home of each
participant, welcoming them to join the reunion.

Colbeh Dinner and Dessert was served free of charge as a
token of the MYC’s appreciation. Seventy five participants from
the trip attended the reunion, as well as our beloved chaperones
and Rabbi and Mrs. Bitton and their families. Everyone enjoyed
a night of reminiscing memories and laughing from stories from
the weekend. The MYC would like to thank Steve Kohan, Leon
Hakimian, Nataly Nadri, Carol Hajibai, Farshad Namdar,
Mehran Etessami, Mr. and Mrs. Bahman and Ruthy Kamali,
Pejman at Colbeh and everyone else who helped organize the
reunion dinner.

Most importantly, the MYC would like to thank Mr. and Mrs.
Behnam and Angela Hakimian (Iranian) for sponsoring the entire
reunion. They are true symbols of mitzvah for all others. May
Hashem bless their family with much health and happiness as
they have selflessly given from themselves to help the youth of
our community become closer.

If anyone else would like to also take part in the mitzvah of
helping the youth of our community develop relationships
through these type of Shabbat dinners/lunches by making a
donation or sponsoring the meals, please contact Nabila Levian
at (516) 503-4503 or at Nabila@MY Cweb.com.

Syrian-Mashadi Symposium

On Sunday, March 2nd, Mashadi leaders from all of the
communities’ boards were asked to attend a historical meeting
with the leaders of the Syrian Community at Shaare Shalom of
Great Neck. A delightful breakfast was served as MYC
participated in the event, which discussed and compared the
similar history of our communities. The MYC would like to
thank everyone who was involved and made this a successful
event.

MYC Chai Lifeline Purim Carnival

On Sunday, March 9th the MYC threw another similar event
to its Yachad event. Over 300 Mashadi and Jewish Children from
the Chailifeline organization came together at Shaare Shalom.
Chailifeline is an organization which helps Jewish children who
are battling cancer. The day was filled with fun Purim carnival
games, float air castle jamboree (Great Neck Games rental), tons
of prizes and gifts, decorations, magic show, entertainment...etc.
which were generously provided by the men and women of our
community. The participants enjoyed Lederman dairy catering
and each child received a bag of Mishloach Manot at the end of
the day. The MYC would like to extend its warmest and most
sincere gratitude to Melody Zar for organizing the incredible
event. The MY C would also like to thank Leon Hakimian, Daniel
Mordechai, Emil Ben David, Evan Kohanian (for providing his
singing), Michelle Khojahiny, Yasmine Sharifizad, Andy
Bassaly, Nataly Nadri, Jordan Karmely, Adin Levian, Melody
Nikfarjam, Shana Hezghia, Karen Dilmanian, Sheina Hakimi,
Mickey Karimzadeh, Maxine Karmily, and everyone else who

helped out. We would also like to thank the participating
members of the Sisterhood and the Zar family for all of their help
for this event.

On that day, the Mashadi community once again managed to
prove its unity and strength for others in need, we hope our
children remember this day and keep our traditions of helping
others.

MYC Project
Packaging

Due to a very powerful impact made by Rabbi Bitton at one
of MYC’s recent Rosh Chodesh lectures, a new project was born
by the MYC to bring a little Purim joy from the Mashadi Youth
of America to the Jewish children and victims of terror in Sderot,
Israel.

Rabbi Bitton brought it to the attention of the youth of the
tragic conditions in Sderot and how it is in the cross lines of war
and terror. The question was asked, “What can WE do? As
Mashadi Jews living in Great Neck, how can WE help the
victims of terror in Israel?”

Almost immediately, two nights were planned for emergency

Mishloach Manot Packaging. On Tuesday, March 11th at YMJC
synagogue and on Thursday, March 13th at Shaare Shalom
Synagogue, over 100 youths participated on each night.
Everyone came together for one purpose and that was to make
these children happy.

With the generously provided snacks, toys, decorations, and
colorful packaging, everyone was able to make one or more
individualized care packages for a child victim in Sderot. Some
packages included personal messages of love and hope, with
Polaroid pictures of the person who made the package(s).

Additionally, the MYC was able to raise about $500 for
victims of terror in Sderot who may have lost their homes
because of the missiles. The packages were then sent to a Rabbi
in Israel who is assisting the children in Sderot, who distributed
our packages. The MYC would sincerely like to thank David
Bitton for all of his efforts in organizing this project, along with
Mona Dilamani, Jessica Kashizadeh, Jordan Karmely, Jennifer
Namdar, Steven Ebrani, Tony Aziz, Lonny Banilivy, Leon
Hakimian, Veronique Hajibay, Karen Karmely, and everyone
else who helped put these incredible evenings together. May
there always be peace in the Middle East.

Sderot- Mishloach Manot

MYC Purim Seudah- Ever

For the first time in the recent history of the MYC, a Purim
“Seudah” (also known as the traditional Purim “meal”) was held
at the home of our generous Rabbi and Rabbanit Bitton and their
family. On Friday, March 21st, over 40 youth attended and had
great Purim “experience” with lots of singing, music, and
dancing. Mrs. Bitton cooked a delicious meal and Rabbi Bitton
made a beautiful speech about Purim, which was followed by a
re-reading of the Megillah if anyone had missed it earlier in the
morning. The MYC would like to thank Isabella Namdar and
Jennifer Namdar for organizing the event. The MYC would like
to especially thank the Bitton family for opening their hearts,
their home, and their kitchen to the youth of our community.
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MYC Sha’atnez Awareness Day- Ever

On Sunday, April 6th for the very first time in MYC history,
a Sha’atnez awareness day was held at Shaare Shalom
Synagogue. For those of you who don’t know what “Sha’atnez”
is, it is one of the biggest and most important mitzvahs
mentioned several times in the Torah, declaring that no man
should wear a garment that is made of both wool and linen. On
this day, free pizza was served all day and people brought their
suits to be checked by experts, and for every suit that was
checked, each person was given a ticket entered to win a $200
gift certificate. The MYC would like to thank Mr. David
Kordvani for organizing the event, with help from Matthew
Zarouvabli, Andy Bassaly, Leon Hakimian, and Ramin Kamali.
For more information and where and how to check your clothes
for Sha’atnez please contact Rabbi Bitton or Mr. David
Kordvani.

Substance Abuse

Drug Awareness and Prevention- Parent
Forum II
On Wednesday, December 12th at Shaare Shalom

Synagogue, the MYC held its second forum for the parents of the
community. For short notice and being on a night in the middle
of the week, a turnout of about 70 parents was very nice. The
night included a very informative presentation by guest speaker,
Jacob Mezrahi on the different types of substances with pictures
and details about its effects. Many were seeing what the
substances looked like for the first time. For anyone who missed
or was unable to attend the forum, we have posted a link of the
presentation, which can be found on the homepage of our
website; www.MYCweb.com. The MYC would like to thank
Nataly Nadri and its other members who were there and
supported the event, as well as many of the members of the
Central Board.

MTC Subcommittee

MTC NYE Party

This year, the MTC had much struggle with the
organizations its NYE party, however, with popular demand and
request from the youth with very short notice; we managed to put
together a very memorable party. On the most dangerous night of
the year, when we had no other venue to hold our event, the
members of the Shaare Shalom Synagogue Board graciously
took us in and provided their social hall to us. Several attendees
enjoyed a night full of decorations, food, snacks and dancing
thanks to the music of DJ Jon Zar. Very special thank you to
Celia Bassalely, Andrew Tess, Polina Hakimi, Sheina Hakimi,
Melody Nikfarjam, Lauren Nassimi, and Adin Levian. We also
have much appreciation for Mr. Miki Ghalandar who volunteered
to supervise the party and to Mr. Morris Aziz & Mr. Shahram
Levian for giving us permission to use their synagogue.

MTC City Night: Ice Skating & Pizza

On Saturday night, January 26th the MTC took close to 60
teenagers to the “city”, where they enjoyed dinner at Jerusalem 2
pizza and almost two and a half hours of ice skating at the
famous Rockefeller Center Ice Skating Rink. The night was a
huge success thanks the efforts of Adin Levian, Leon Hakimian,

Steve Kohan, Sheina Hakimi, Mickey Karimzadeh, Melody
Nikfarjam, Matthew Zarouvabli, Melody Zar, Michelle
Khojahiny, Yasmine Sharifizad, and everyone else who helped
out.

MTC Purim BBQ Party

On Thursday Night, March 20th the MTC held an incredibly
successful, energetic, fun Purim party with a brand new twist; a
BBQ at YMJC Synagogue.

After the Singles Minyan Megillah reading, the social hall
and cafeteria area were transformed to look like a party lounge.
This record breaking party brought in over 120 teenagers. The
teens enjoyed a decorative night of dancing, eating, drinks,
hamentashens, and a very funny/memorable costume contest.

The winner of the $50 cash prize was Tomer “The Nerd”
Enayatian, with runners up and close calls by Raphy “Julio
Sanchez” Gorjian and the “Cat Girls”.

Everyone at the party did a fantastic job and rocked their
costumes.

The is by far the most successful party of our MYC term and
its all thanks to the tiresome efforts of Steve Kohan, Adin
Levian, and Leon Hakimian. The MYC would also like to thank
Andy Bassaly and Joey Kashimallak for working our grills for
the night. The MYC would additionally like to thank Nataly
Nadri, Lauren Nassimi, Daniel Mordechai, Mickey Karimzadeh,
Melody Nikfarjam, Sheina Hakimi, Shana Hezghia, and Oliver
Etessami.

MTC Dance Show

After months and months of rehearsals, the MTC held its
traditional bi-annual dance show on Saturday night, April 5th at
Great Neck North Middle School Auditorium. With over 600
people in attendance, the show was a major success thanks to its
incredible cast of close to thirty energetic and talented Mashadi
teens. The theme of the show was “Let Yourselves Glow” and
that would be an understatement as to how the dancers presented
themselves. It was really a night to remember for all. As the
MTC dance shows are held every other year, this was our current
term’s first and last dance show and the coordinators managed to
make us very proud.

A well deserved thank you goes to our gorgeous and fantastic
coordinators for without them, the show would definitely cease
to exist; Sadie Zar, Diana Nadri, Corine Charkhy, Celia
Bassalely, and Brenda Zabihi. The MYC would also like to thank
our lovely and brave MC (as he was the only male in the entire
cast/show), Jordan Rahimi. The MYC would additionally like to
thank its representatives and past experienced coordinators for all
of their help, time, advice, and guidance; Nataly Nadri along
with Lauren Nassimi, Melody Nikfarjam, and Shana Hezghia.
We must also thank everyone who helped put the event together;
Dj Jacomo, Evan Hakimi, Sean A. Hakimi, Sean Hakimi, Mickey
Karimzadeh, Steve Kohan, Leon Hakimian, Adin Levian, Daniel
Mordechai, Karen Dilmanian, Mrs. Behnaz Dilmanian, Mrs.
Mitra Hezghia, our friendly custodians at YMJC, and our friends
at North Middle.
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Culture Club Subcommittee

Film & Commentary: “The Party”

On Thursday, January 31st at YMJC Synagogue, MYC
started the revival of its culture club. The first film selected for
the MYC’s Film and Commentary series was the classic comedy
“The Party” starring Peter Sellers, with commentary (and
impersonations) by our own Dr. Danny Benilevi. Refreshments
were served, the admission was cheap and those who ended had a
hysterical time. For more information or ideas for the culture
club, please contact  Dr. Danny  Benilevi at
Danny@MY Cweb.com.

Health & Fitness Subcommittee

MYC Blood Drive

On Sunday, March 16th, the MYC held its semi-annual
blood drive. The MYC experienced a lot of time, venue and
event conflicts on this day. We ask our fellow community board
members to please cooperate with the MYC’s events, especially
important ones like our blood drives. If other Mashadi
synagogues would like to schedule their events, we ask that they
please reserve their dates in advance as the MYC does, to ensure
that you will not be coinciding with your own community
members’ events.

Despite our issues, we managed to break an all time high
record by bringing in 102 participants. The facts indicate that 102
people were pricked, 86 bags were viable, and 16 bags were
deferred (not viable). We managed to save 430 lives thanks to
those of you who donated blood. Those who attended received
colored drinking mugs as a token of appreciation from the Bikur
Cholim of Boro Park Blood Drive Center in addition to a free
Israeli spread of various dishes and delights. The MYC would
like to thank Melody Zar, Maxine Karmily, Adin Levian and
Judy Sabzevari for supplying us with red rubber bracelets and
Tzedaka boxes from Magen David Adom.

Unfortunately the Mashadi community has proved the
unpopularity of having these blood drives twice a year. At this
rate, if the MYC notices that it is unnecessary to have the blood
drives twice a year, we will be forced to make them once a year.
If you feel that we should continue to have them twice a year,
this will only be possible if more community members attend our
drive(s).

The next MYC blood drive will be sometime in
March 2009. Please help the MYC save more

lives next time!

MYC Brazilian Jiu Jitsu

The MYC was approached with a good idea for a series of
classes by some of our own Mashadi athletes. On Tuesday,
March 25th, these popular Jiu Jitsu sessions started at YMJC
Synagogue and are continuing to teach the participants (usually
male between the ages of 17 and 27, but also open to females)
the fundamentals of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, including submissions,
grappling, ground control and defense. A workout and training
experience unlike any other sport.

The MYC would like to thank Neal Hakimi and Isaac
Nematnejad for organizing and teaching the classes. For more
information please contact either Neal or Isaac.

Parties & Recreation Subcommittee

MYC Purim Meshquerade ‘08

On Saturday Night, March 22nd, the MYC held its most
participated party of the year at Season’s Grill (on top of
Waldbaum’s). It was a very nicely decorated lounge which set
the mood for an incredible party, attended by nearly 300 Mashadi
youth who dressed up in the most creative of costumes in honor
of Purim. The night included the 3 D’s: Dairy Dinner, Dancing,
and Drinks. The MYC would like to congratulate and thank
Randi Hakimian and Rodney Zabihi, who held their engagement
party there prior to our party, which gave us the initial idea to
have our party at this venue. The MYC would also like to thank
Andy Bassaly, Matt Zarouvabli, Steve Kohan, Nataly Nadri,
Daniel Mordechai, Mickey Karimzadeh, Lauren Nassimi, Oliver
Etessami, Melody Nikfarjam, Shana Hezghia, Dj Jacomo, and
everyone else who helped make this a successful party.

Israel & Zionism Subcommittee

MYC Israel Movie Night: “Beaufort”

Saturday Night, February , the MYC organized a movie
night for the community in order to help raise money for the
annual MYC youth Israel trip. The event was very successful and
well attended. The incredible movie (2008 Academy Awards
Nominee for Best Foreign Film) was followed by a special guest
appearance by Yonaton Pielet, a soldier in the Palchan Giv'ati.
Yoni served 3 terms of 4 months each (one year in total) at the
actual Beaufort Base right before Israel withdrew from Lebanon.
The MYC would like to thank Sheina Hakimi, Sean Hakimi, and
all of the 2008 Israel Trip participants who helped promote and
put the evening together.
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Mashadi Cultural & €ducational

By: Marty Bassaly, CPA

Committee Report

Graduation Ceremony 2008

This year’s annual Graduation Ceremony took place on
Sunday, June 22nd at 12:30pm at the Mashadi Jewish Center in
Great Neck. Dr. Daniel Benilevi was this year’s Master of
Ceremonies. The program started with the National Anthem
sung by Mr. Evan Kohanian and guitar played by Mr. Adam
Sabzevari. After Dr. Benilevi’s opening remarks, Rabbi Elyahoo
Ben Haim conducted the Benediction (mi’sheberakh), Rabbi
Mordechai Kohanim conducted the “Kohanim’s Bendection”
(Birkat ha’Kohanim), and Rabbi Yosef Bitton delivered words of
wisdom and inspiration. The welcoming by the Central Board
was given by Mr. Hertzl Cohanpour.

For the first time, new gift items were given to all graduates.
A Mashadi Yearbook was created with the help of Miss Adeline
Dil and Miss Stephanie Nematzadeh which included both photos
and information on the graduates. Due to positive feedback from
our Community, we plan to have the Yearbook done each year
going forward. Books and Yearbooks were next presented to the
9 Advanced Degree graduates, which included a record 5 Law
School graduates. As tradition holds, the parents and/or spouses
of each graduate were called to the stage to present their gifts. A
speech was then given by Law School Graduate Mr. Justin
Nematzadeh.

At this stage of the ceremony, we honored a never before
Mashadi accomplishment of 3 brothers who are all Medical
Doctors: Dr. Navid Hakimian (Opthomologist, Retinal Surgeon),
Dr. Omid Hakimian (Urologist), and Dr. Payam Hakimian
(Urologist). These 3 brothers are truly a point of inspiration and
admiration for our Community, have been successful in their
endeavors, and are all generous supporters of the Higher
Education Committee.

The Yearbook gifts for the College and High School

graduates were presented by one or two members of each of the
Community’s various Boards, and by 2007 donors to the
Committee’s interest-free loan program. Speeches were given by
two college graduates, Miss Linda Hakim and Mrs. Jennifer
Mottahedeh (Zar). There were no volunteers for High School
speeches this year.

In the Report of Endowment and Loan Funds Update given
by Mr. Hooshang Nematzadeh, it was indicated that the amount
of interest-free loans given to college and post-graduate students
last year exceeded $55,000. The total amount granted since the
start of the scholarship program in 1990, which became a Loan
Program in 2000, exceeded $1 million by June 2007.

The ceremony concluded with the singing of Hatikva led by
Mr. Evan Kohanian and guitar played by Mr. Adam Sabzevari.

The Mashadi Cultural and Educational Committee (Higher
Education Committee) would like to once again thank the
Community’s donors for making the loan program possible. The
Committee would also like to thank those who made the
Graduation Ceremony program possible, including Dr. Daniel
Benilevi (Master of Ceremonies), and the following colleagues
who assisted in preparing this program: Mr. Ramin Aziz, Miss
Judy Bassaly, Miss Adeline Dil, Miss Judith Dilamani, Mrs.
Behnaz Dilmanian, Mrs. Nooshin Dilmanian, Mr. Mehran
Etessami, Mr. Farshid Hakimian, Mrs. Minoo Hakimian, Mrs.
Yafa Hakimian, Mr. Mickey Karimzadeh, Mrs. Mojdeh
Karimzadeh, Miss Nabila Levian, Mr. Farshad Namdar, Miss
Stephaniec Nematzadeh, Mr. Farshad Rahmanan, and Miss
Michelle Sabzevari.

The list of all the graduates, including degrees and major(s)
appears separately in this issue of Megillah.

Law School Graduates

Selina Elishaoff, JD
Joshua Hackman, JD
Jackie Hakimian, JD
Parham Makabi, JD
Justin Nematzadeh, JD

Cardozo Law School

Brooklyn Law School
Hofstra Law School
Fordham Law School

Fordham University School of Law
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Master’s Degree Recipients

Leor Dilmanian

Sandra Sabzevari
Masters in Social Work

Yadinah Yacobi (Ebrani)
Therapy

Rochester Institute of Technology; Masters of Science
Yeshiva University: Wurzweiler School of Social Work;
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Columbia University; Master of Science in Occupational
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Khatereh Hakimian

Elliott Aharonoff
Cheryl Aziz
Jessica Aziz
Jonathan Aziz
Cheryl Behnam

Stephanie BenChaim
(Rahmanan)

Rami Ben-Yehuda
Yaakov Bitton
Adeline Dil

Steven Dilamani

Simon Ebrani

Benjamin Edalati
Jon Eliassi
Melissa Elishaoff
Jonathan Gad
Jonathan Gavra
Justin Gorjian
Lori Gross

Marco Hajibay

Catherine Haghighat

Linda Hakim

Brian Hakimi

Charlene Hakimi

Randi Hakimian

Jennifer Hourizadeh (Gohary)
Nicole Idelson (Gohari)

Sara Kamali

Sharona Kashimallak
Benjamin Kelaty

Evan Kohanian

Jason Kordvani

Mark Kordvani

Matthew Levi Mohebban
Rachel-Shaina Levi Mohebban
Evan Levian

Michael Livi

Amanda Livian

Timothy Livian

Joseph Loloi

Jennifer Mottahedeh (Zar)
Benjamin Nabavian

Ariel Nassim

Tiffany Nassimi

Charlene Nassimian

Joseph Neek
Jamie Nematzadeh
Ido Nissani

Levi (Avi) Yacobi
Ashley Zar

Certified Technician Graduate

Sanford Brown Institute; Certified Cardiovascular
Technician

College Graduates & Major(s)

Queens college, BA in Accounting

Fashion Institute of Technology; Visual Arts Mgmt BS
Touro College; BA Sociology

Baruch College; Finance & Investments

Binghamton University; Bachelor of Science in Human
Development

Queens College; BS Psychology

Boston University

Yeshiva University

NYIT; Bachelor of Fine Arts in Computer Graphics

Cornell University; BS in Applied Economics And
Management

Yeshiva University; BA & BS; Double Major: Economics &
Finance

Stony Brook University

Baruch College; Real Estate Development

NYU; Metropolitan Studies BA

University of Hawaii; Queens College; Psychology BA
Queens College;

Boston University; BA in Economics And Psychology
Hebrew University; Bennington College; Liberal Arts With A
Concentration in Judaic & Israeli Studies

Boston University; Bachelor of Science in Communications
Fashion Institute of Technology; Bachelor of Science
Queens College; Bachelor of Arts in Media Studies
Baruch College;

Binghamton University; BA in English

Queens College; BS in Psychology

Queens College; BS in Psychology

NYIT; Bachelor of Science in Adolescent Education
Mathematics

Queens College; Bachelor of Arts in Sociology

NYU; Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics And Chemistry
Binghamton University; Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
Queens College; Bachelor of Arts in Psychology

Queens College

Queens College

College of Staten Island, BS-Biology

College of Staten Island, Registered Nurse

Yeshiva University; Bachelor of Science in Accounting
Touro College; Bachelor Degree in Business Management
Rhode Island School of Design; BFA Interior Architecture
Baruch College; BBA Finance

Queens College; Bachelor of Arts &Science in Psychology
Stern College - Yeshiva University; Judaic Studies
Binghamton University; B.S. Financial Economics

Queens College; Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies
Queens College; Accounting

Queens College; Bachelor of Arts in Accounting &
Information Systems

Stony Brook University

Baruch College; Marketing Management

Cooper Union; Architecture

University of Buffalo; Bachelor of Arts in Communication
Queens College; Sociology
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High School Graduates

Moshe Aziz e Ade

Adina Basalel sdileas L)

Celia Bassalel libas Ll

Jonathan Bichoupan Chss o Glilils

Tracey Cohen S

Jasmine Dilmanian ilely Gpanl 3

Alyssa Ebrani e L)

Natasha Ebrani e LG

Gabriel Etessami il Ju L8

Justin Gavra 1) Ol

Manuel Hadjiba b eala Jisile

Daniel Hakimian e dih

Shelby Hakimian JuaSa L

Lavi Hematian RENSPRY

Rachel Kamali A da)

Netanel Kashi S

Eric Khorsandi S A S

Daniel Kohanim adieS Jila

Jonathan Levian st oBlila

Ashley Livian s L

Joseph Liviem sl Chus gy

Elisha Mordechai LA e Lad)

Danny Namdar Sl

Adam Sabzevari )53 )

Lauren Soleiman Sl ) o

Ariel Zar Yacobi S o du)
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It’s the Most Important Night of Your Life...

Make it Meaningful

Gabriel Kashi

SINGER

It's a once in a lifetime event. Let him make it truly special.
e Wedding e Engagement e Bar/Bat Mitzvah

And especially make your CHUPA an unforgettable experience.

Please call: 917-513-5342
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Mazal Tov

Births
Eliau, son of Behzad (Gabriel) and Ziva Behnam
Avishai, son of Matin and Nazanin Aziz
Yehuda and Eliyahu,
twin sons of Netanel and Stephanie Ben Haim
Myron, son of Reuben and Tal Gorjian
Cameron, son of Reimondo and Arezou Gorjian
Oren, son of Michael and Shadi Nassimiha
Ari, son of Effy and Odelia Namdar
Skyler Harrison, son of Rama and Lori Nabavian
Hillel Shmuel, son of Besalel and Yvette Ben Haim
Elor, son of Yoni and Liat Ben-David (Davoodzadeh)
Jordan, son of Raffaele and Gabriella Nassimi
Aaron, son of David and Debbie Kamali
Hillel David, son of Shahar and Natalie Cohen
Rafael, son of Keyvan and Rozi Rahmanan
Ryan Hertzel Yonatan, son of Emanuel and Bella Etessami
Brody, son of Rex and Eva Hakimian
Brian, son of Saeced and Sandy Haroonian
Akiva Chaim, son of David & Rachel Leah Ismaili
Gabriella Rina, daughter of Farhad and Romina Ben Zakarya
Temimah, daughter of Jacob and Hedy Hakimi
Daughter of Yariv and Rebecca Abdollahi
Leeron Hanna, daughter of Rony and Esther Elian
Halle Malka, daughter of Pejman and Colette Hakimian
Ethana, daughter of Shayan and Parisa Shafizadeh
Esther, daughter of Roy and Daniella (Karmely) Gemal
Kylie, daughter of Micah and Natasha Rafinia
Eden, daughter of Joshua and Lital Amini
Naomi Esther and Noya Sivia, twin girls of Shahram and Niloufar
Zarnighian
Shylee Tzipora Sara, daughter of Rabbi and Mrs. Mordechay Kohanim
Leeron Hanna, daughter of Rony and Esther Elian
Sophia, daughter of Payam and Monique Zar
Naomi, daughter of Afshin and Dana Bassali
Brooke, daughter of Afshin and Angela Hakimian
Abigail Hanna, daughter of Johnathan and Charlene Aminoff
Shiloh, daughter of Farzan and Anita Kashimallak
Tehila, daughter of Ryan and Bita Liviem

Bar-Mitzvahs

Jonathan, son of Isaac and Ilana Nassimi
Aaron, son of Lawrence and Angela Levian
Michael, son of Massoud and Mitra Sabzevari
Adam, son of Naim and Dina Bakhshi

Eliahu, son of Sharokh and Jaklin Yaghoubi
Ariel, son of Mickey and Ronit Fochsner
Jonathan, son of Bernard and Esther (Shohreh) Livi
David, son of Jacob and Elham Levian

Sean, son of Nader and Neda Nabavian

Ariel, son of Michael and Laleh Kamali
Daniel, son of Masoud and Miriam Behnam
Rex, son of Aram and Neda Levian

Engagements

Jonathan Ebrani and Candice Djamshidoff
Ramin Hakimian and Yael Najimi
Joshua Kashanian and Pamela Kashi
Benjamin Livian and Pamela Karmely
Kousha Liviem and Bazmeh Davoudian
Nikki Hakimian and Nadine Karmily
David Chabbott and Aimee Dilmanian
Joseph Soleimani and Lauren Levin
David Zar and Amanda Azizi

Jonathan Kashanian and Charlotte Cohen
Ziv Livian and Pamela Levian

Isaac Shaer and Cheryl Aziz

Ilan Zabihi and Talia Dilmanian

Joseph Kashimallak and Jasmine Livian
Oded Hakimian and Lobat Zaruwabeli
David Mardkha and Pamela Chafieian
Bobby Hematian and Melanie Zar

Nader Kashanian and Sanam Soumekh

Weddings

Shaun and Tracy (Nassimian) Krady
Tony and Jasmine Namdar
Benjamin and Sonia Koren

Daniel and Yvette (Kohanian) Yomtobian
Ariel and Pooneh (Rafinia) Kaplan
Matthew and Karen Livian

Peyman and Rachel Hakimi

Gadi and Orit Edalati

Emmanuel and Chana Kashi

Doron and Dalia Levy

Elliot and Malka Aharonoff

Martin and Malinda Saghirnejad
David and Dafna (Asher) Goldman
Simon and Batya Basalely

Netanel and Talia Levy

Pictures

Left page, clockwise from top left: Matthew & Karen Livian,
Doron & Dalia Levy, Tony & Jasmine Namdar, Ariel &
Pooneh (Rafinia) Kaplan, Gadi & Orit Edalati, Elliot &
Malka Aharonoff

Right page, clockwise from top left: Emmanuel & Chana
Kashi, Benjamin & Sonia Koren, Daniel & Yvette (Kohanian)
Yomtobian, Martin & Malinda Saghirnejad, Netanel & Talia
Levy, Shaun & Tracy (Nassimian) Krady
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Honoring Mehdi Hariri-Tolou:
A Lesson in Leadership

Reported by the Communication Committee of UMJCA

On Sunday March ,
2008, the Mashadi
Community  honored
one of its most
venerated  members,
Mr. Mehdi Hariri-
Tolou. An assembly
of the community’s
past and  present
leaders and some of
those closest to Mr.
Tolou gathered at Sun
Harbor  Manor in
Roslyn to pay tribute
to the man who was
the  driving force
behind the creation of
the nucleus of the
Mashadi community,
the Mashadi Jewish
Center of Great Neck,
the Shaare Shalom synagogue. The afternoon’s proceedings
proved, however, to be not only the celebration of the past
accomplishments of a great man, but a lesson in leadership from
a tireless philanthropist whose passion and influence know no
bounds.

The event began with words of welcome from Abe Schonfeld
of Sun Harbor Manor, who wished Mr. Tolou refuah sheleimah.
The official program then got underway with the Mashadi
community mainstay, Mirza Agha Bassalian, referring to Mr.
Tolou as the originator of the Mashadi community’s move
toward finding spaces of their own in which to convene in Great
Neck, ranging from the early days of keeping Kippur at Colbeh
to the creation of the eventual epicenter of the Mashadi
community, the Shaare Shalom synagogue. Mr. Bassalian went
on to say that Mr. Tolou was instrumental and personally
involved in every aspect of getting these new congregations
running, from planning to building, and from raising funds
(including a great deal of money he personally donated) to
securing the approval of the town, of individual Mashadis, and of
the community as a whole, and doing it all with the blessing and
supervision of our rabbinical authorities. Mr. Tolou’s goals were
simply unity and peace within our community, and all he asked
in return for his continuous contributions were two seats within
the new synagogue for himself and his wife, to sit and pray
amongst their peers.

After a blessing by Rabbi Eliyahou Ben Chaim, the elderly
honoree took the floor, saying that his sustained life is a miracle,
relating an anecdote about narrowly escaping execution in Iran

. J A‘; “.ﬁ- .

when he was on the
i Islamic “hit list,” with

MASHADI JEWIS Tolou fatefully fleeing
| CENTER G . moments before
OF GREAT NECKSN " Ayatollah ~ Khomeini’s
o N arrival at the Tehran
airport. Mr. Tolou then

proceeded to humbly

apologize for any

offenses or wrongdoings
he has committed, saying
that everything he has
done has been for the

sake of bringing the
Mashadi community
together, and for

strengthening their ties in
Judaism.  Mr. Tolou’s
playful sense of humor
emerged as he jovially
related several more
anecdotes, but he became quite serious when saying that the
creation of the Shaare Shalom synagogue was so important to
him that he left his wife and daughter in Los Angeles during a
High Holy Day to rush back to New York for a last minute
meeting to sign the documents for the transfer of ownership of
the Mashadi Jewish Center. He then expressed his wishes for
betterment and harmony within the community, and urged
everyone in attendance to take action and make things happen
today, rather than defer ideas and projects until a later time. Mr.
Tolou’s modesty was displayed once again, as he thanked other
contributors and community leaders, young and old, and
expressed his gratitude to the community for honoring him.

The co-presidents of the Mashadi community’s Central Board
were next to speak, with Mehdi Nassimi saying that the Mashadi
community and Central Board still need Mr. Tolou, and Bahman
Kamali thanking Mr. Tolou on behalf of the Board, the members
of which he started to name. Mr. Tolou’s quick wit and
jocularity came to the forefront once again, as he chastised Mr.
Kamali for not having named the female Board members first.
Mr. Kamali went on to recognize Mr. Tolou as not only a
community leader and a teacher, but a role model and leader in
Judaism and in Zionism. Mr. Kamali then referenced the recent
symposium between the Mashadi and Syrian communities,
saying that the three chief principals that the Syrian community
stressed (the importance of Jewish education, of not marrying
converts or non-Jews, and of chessed and tzedakah) were all
qualities that characterize Mr. Tolou, himself.

-
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Several other speakers came forward to express their
admiration for Mr. Tolou, including Behrouz Hakimian, who
called Mr. Tolou “one of a kind” and “a giant of the Mashadi
community,” Ephraim Hematian, who said that he learned
everything he knew from Mr. Tolou, as well as David Hezghia,
Ebrahim Aziz, Rabbi Moti Kohanim, Rabbi Azarian, Rabbi
Shub, Manoucher Kashanian, Ephraim Kordvani, Johnny
Hezghia, and Mehran Bassali, all of whom praised Mr. Tolou
and spoke about how he had personally mentored and inspired
them. Rabbi Bitton joked about learning a valuable lesson in
keeping a Mashadi audience’s attention from Mr. Tolou, and
commended the honoree for advocating the creation of a private
school for the Mashadi youth, which was, again, perhaps the
most important idea discussed during the Mashadi-Syrian
symposium.

The procession of speakers culminated in the appearance of
UMIJCA treasurer, Farshad Kalaty, who said that a community
leader has to have the following three traits: being a good
organizer and administrator, being a visionary, and being a doer.
Mr. Kalaty cited Mr.
Tolou as being all of
those things, and more
than that, being someone
who inspired leadership,
contributions, and
community involvement
in others. Mr. Kalaty
then displayed the
plaques  that  would
officially honor Mr.
Tolou, bearing Tolou’s
name as the founder of
the Mashadi Jewish
Center of Great Neck,
which will soon be
affixed in various places
in and around the
synagogue. Mr. Kalaty
then graciously accepted
Mr. Tolou’s donation of
one million dollars to the
Mashadi community, and
thanked him once again.

Before the
afternoon’s proceedings
concluded, Mrs. Linda
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Kamali was expressing her praise for Mr. Tolou, extolling his
virtues and saying that he is a great example and role model for
our youth. Here, once again, was an instance where the spirited
senior, Mr. Tolou, would show his innate leadership. He
challenged Mrs. Kamali to turn her words into action, saying that
the community should start building their own school to teach the
youngsters our culture, our minhagim, and our values. He said
he would donate the first $200,000, and that the project should
get underway immediately. Mr. Tolou then decried the pomp
and bloat of the way bar-mitzvahs, engagements, and other
ceremonies are run, and stressed the importance of building a
Mashadi school and a Mashadi senior center.

As the event came to an end, and as people thanked and
congratulated Mr. Tolou personally, I thought about what I had
seen and heard that afternoon. Until that day, I had heard the
name Mehdi Hariri-Tolou, but had never met him, and did not
really know who he was. Within the course of a scant two hours,
I came to realize what a vital, witty, good-humored, humble,
driven, intelligent, honorable, compassionate, and courageous

7 man Mr. Tolou is.

“% He is the very

definition of a
leader, and is clearly
the role model for

not just the
generation of
Mashadis that has

succeeded him, but
for the Mashadi
community as a
whole. I walked
away from the event
knowing that while
we had all convened
there that day to
honor Mr. Tolou; we
are the ones that are
honored by having

him as our
community  leader
and our elder
statesman.
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The Syrian-Mashadi Symposium:

Communities at a Crossroads
Reported by the Communication Committee of UMJCA

On Sunday March 2, 2008, a historic meeting took place
between two proudly insular Sephardic Jewish groups: the
Brooklyn based Syrian community and the Great Neck centered
Mashadi community. Approximately twenty Syrian leaders and
over eighty Mashadi community leaders met at Shaare Shalom of
Great Neck to discuss the commonalities that the groups share in
terms of their Middle Eastern origins, their immigration to New
York, the prosperity they have achieved here, and perhaps most
importantly, their respective successes and their continuing
challenges in keeping their communities united and their
identities in tact. While the two communities parallel each other
in many ways, this conference left the young, evolving Mashadi
community at a crossroads, wondering whether it could or should
base its growth on the model set forth by the older and much
larger Syrian community.

The program, organized by Mr. Bahman Kamali and Mr.
Jacob S. Kassin, began with a recitation of the history of the
Mashadi Jews, by Bernard Livi, who detailed such incidents as
the Allah-Dadi pogrom of 1839, and the Mashadis’ subsequent
need to hold on tenaciously to their Jewish beliefs and customs in
private, while feigning an outward adoption of Islam. The tight-
knit nature of the group, caused in no small part by such traumas,
persists to present day New York, where the final generation of
Mashadis to have lived in Iran before the Islamic Revolution of
1979 takes pride in its continued cohesiveness. Community co-
presidents Bahman Kamali and Mehdi Nassimi touted the
togetherness of the Mashadis, citing the preservation of the
community’s mores, praying style, minhagim, and pride, as well
as the low rates of divorce and assimilation. Mehran Etessami,
who presented current facts and figures about the community,
also acknowledged the concern for being able to maintain the
community’s cultural identity over the passage of time,

indicating the uncertainty as to the best way to keep their
children and their children’s children from letting their heritage
slip away. With this in mind, the Mashadi representatives turned
to the Syrian community for guidance, which has maintained its
unity and identity for over a century here in New York.

Before speaking to the concerns of the Mashadis, the
representatives of the Syrian community started with an
encapsulation of their own history, and their emigration from
Aleppo and Damascus to New York City’s Lower East Side, and
eventually to Brooklyn, among other places. This soon gave way
to introductions of a number of prominent Syrian community
members, with each giving a thumbnail summary of the
organization he heads, including the major principals by which
they keep their population tightly knit and their heritage held
onto. Community leader Jacob Kassin pinpointed three core
sources for preserving the Syrian identity; yeshivas to school the
children in Torah and in the Syrians’ ways, a rejection of
conversion to Judaism, and a heavy emphasis on tzedakah.
These three core ideas were echoed by all the subsequent
speakers. Rabbi Eli Abadie, spiritual leader at the Edmond J.
Safra Synagogue in NYC, reiterated the idea of guarding the
community from outsiders (both in terms of education and
intermarriage) by relating the synagogue to Noah’s Ark,
protecting its people from a flood of undesirable foreign customs
and ideologies. Lawrence Dayan, the vice president of the
Syrians’ oldest and largest yeshiva, Magen David, furthered the
point by emphasizing the importance of indoctrinating the
children into the community’s ways from an early age in yeshiva,
and citing the cultural unity that comes from that and from strong
edicts against intermarriage. The same three core values were
spoken to again and again, with Shaare Zion congregation leader
Ely Cohen referencing the importance of youth programs and
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Torah classes for young adults, and Sephardic Community

Center chairman Joseph Tawil championing the significance of
sowing the seeds of the community into the next generation by
Several other speakers

teaching them in private yeshivas.
summarized the support
services offered by their
individual organizations such as
their Angel Fund, their Food
Fund, and their Sephardic Bikur
Holim, which range from
providing  assistance  with
doctors, social workers,
financial aid, food services,
addiction recovery, mentoring,
tutoring, special education,
social functions, and
matchmaking. With  the
Mashadi representatives paying

rapt attention, these Syrian ambassadors all noted the importance

of eliciting charitable contributions from their community
members, stressing tzedakah as the engine that drives all their
other activities and programs, as well as their ability to keep their
Torah values and cultural heritage as proudly as they have.

At the conclusion of the symposium, there was a great
deal of mutual appreciation and amity between the two groups,
and it was suggested that the Mashadi committee leaders meet
again soon with the directors of the various Syrian organizations
to continue this conversation. However, one couldn’t help but
detect a slight strain of dubiousness from some of the Mashadis

Law Offices of

AARON C . AMBALU

that were in attendance. Certainly, the emphases on education,
Torah study, and tzedakah are important, but is the Mashadi
community ready to create its own yeshiva? It has only recently
established some children’s schooling programs that were the
source of much internal debate
and contentiousness. Such a
model of yeshiva learning
might take years to implement,
and the twin threats of
intermarriage and assimilation
loom around the corner. The
Syrian model is clearly one that
has been very successful for the
Syrian community, but it
remains to be seen whether the
Mashadis could or should
follow an identical path.
,_ Hopefully, the knowledge
gleaned by the Mashadis from the Syrian delegates will inspire a
continuing dialogue within the Mashadi community, with ideas
and possibilities being discussed openly, and with petty
squabbling and personal jealousies being jettisoned away. This
symposium may not have been the source of an immediate
answer to the question of maintaining cultural identity, but it was
certainly a vital first step in the path down the road to the
Mashadi community defining its own course and determining the
methods it must employ to preserve its great heritage for
generations to come.
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The Mashadi Singles Forum:
Offering Solutions to the Marriage Crisis

Reported by the Communication Committee of UMJCA

On Monday night, July , the Mashadi community held its
first Singles Forum, which was a follow-up to the inaugural
Marriage Forum held earlier this summer, where hundreds of
community members young and old gathered to discuss the
problems with dating and marriage facing our community.
While the Marriage Forum opened the dialogue and allowed for
many opinions to be expressed about the lack of marriages
amongst the Mashadis, it did not offer any solutions. The
Singles Forum, which was limited only to the unmarried Mashadi
youth and not the parents, attempted to go where the Marriage
Forum did not by offering a variety of suggestions and solutions
by which the Mashadi community could seek to find its way past
these pressing issues.

The evening began in a fitting way, with an hour of time for
the Mashadi singles to mingle in the lobby of the Young Mashadi
Jewish Center while admiring the flowers provided by Metro
Florist and noshing on food supplied by the Woodbury Jewish
Center. The forum itself, which was organized by the Marriage
Committee and helmed by Brian Hakimian, began with Mr.
Hakimian addressing the 200+ singles in attendance and
debunking the idea that a marriage crisis even exists amongst the
Mashadis. He opined that with approximately 240 single girls
and 290 single guys in the community, the problem is not a
marriage crisis, but a lack of communication. Mr. Hakimian had
a simple admonition that would become a mantra over the course
of the evening; the guys need to ask the girls out. Mr. Hakimian
recognized some obstacles, saying that many guys are too shy to
ask the girls out, that they fear rejection, and that they are
worried that the girls who reject them will tarnish their
reputations by spreading the word of this rejection amongst their
friends. He then chastised the girls, telling them not to
immediately dismiss a guy who asks them out, nor to gossip to
their friends about it, but to give the guy a chance by saying yes
and allowing for three dates to see what the guy is really like in
private. Rabbi Bitton added that the Mashadi singles should not
to all try to date the same few people that are the most popular or
glamorous, as those people are already overwhelmed with dating
options, but to ask out the people that aren’t necessarily as
popular. He continued by saying that the singles should open
themselves to possible matches they might not have previously
considered, as shidduchim are made in heaven.

To help these matches get made, even across the boundaries
of the caste-like dorreh groups, Mr. Hakimian presented the
community’s primary solution to the marriage problem by
introducing the five young married couples now known as the
Agents. The purpose of the Agents is to serve as intermediaries
between Mashadi singles who might be interested in each other,
but do not know how to contact the person they like, or how to
determine if that person is also interested in them. These people
can now contact the Agents, who will help these individuals get
in touch with each other, and will facilitate the delicate
communication that needs to take place. The five couples, Gai &

Barbie Gohari, Kami & Dina Kalaty, Sam & Anita Koren, Eli &
Farnaz, and Brian & Tiffany Hakimian, all shared candid stories
about how they met, how they started dating, and how they knew
that their partner was “the one,” allowing the youth in attendance
a chance to find the couple they related to the most to be the ones
to serve as their Agents.

The Singles Forum took a big step in addressing the marriage
and dating issues facing the Mashadi youth, and offered some
concrete solutions to those problems, urging the singles guys to
ask out the girls, the girls to say yes and allow for three dates, the
singles to pursue different kinds of people and not all fixate on
the most popular people, and the youth to use the newly
appointed Agents as intermediaries to facilitate their dating.
Judging by the unanimous enthusiasm of the attendees, the forum
really hit home, and hopefully will be the catalyst that turns the
marriage crisis into a marriage boom.

Megillah Welcomes Contributor Rodney Hakim

The newest talented addition to Megillah’s staff of writers
is Mr. Rodney Hakim. Having already written all the reports
of the Communication Committee of the UMJCA for this
publication, Mr. Hakim has shown his devotion and truly
incredible writing and communication skills; he is also an
avid actor and director, a unique member of this community.
The Mashadi community is fortunate to have such intelligent
contributors as Mr. Hakim, and welcomes anyone who
wishes to help better this publication to step forward and let
his or her talent shine, as Mr. Rodney Hakim has done.
Welcome!

Megillah, Number 91

Av 5768, August 2008



Community
News

A Mashadi Success
Story in Israel

Keren Dilmanian, the daughter of Bahram and Miriam
Dilmanian, has received the award of “Distinguished Employee”
at Magen David Adom (MDA) of Israel. In a ceremony that took
place in the MDA headquarter in Tel Aviv for this occasion,
Keren, now the Director of Wages in the MDAs Department of
Human Resources, also received a promotion in her rank and a
new MDA uniform.

Keren started her career at MDA as a “sherut leumi” intern
(this is a national service that girls who prefer not to serve in the
Israeli Defense Forces for their religious observance give to the
state). That was eight years ago just after she completed her
studies at the prestigious Gymnasiat Hertzelia high school in Tel
Aviv. At MDA her supervisors liked her so much that at the end
of her one year service not only they offered her an employee
position but also they allowed her to study Health Sciences part
time on the account of MDA at Ariel University Center of
Samaria.

Keren advanced here career at MDA and succeeded in her
education. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 2006. She
then applied to a graduate program in law, which she started part
time in 2007. She expects to receive her law degree in 2009.
She became the Director of Wages at MDA last December. With
all her full schedules Keren finds the time to play piano once a
while, in which she is also doing very well.

Megillah congratulates Keren for her award and wishes her
continued success in her work and in her education.

Locks of Luck

By: Mojdeh Karimzadeh

Hair is a God-given miracle that grows naturally; most people
don't have to do anything in exchange for having it.
Unfortunately those who have to undergo chemotherapy usually
lose this feature that most of us take for granted. This affects
cancer patients profoundly, especially in the case of teenagers
and young girls.

An organization called Locks of Luck collects natural hair
makes wigs from them to distribute free of charge. I wish to start
awareness in our community so that when people get major
haircuts, they can donate their hair and make a young person
very happy. On December 11th, 2007, ten women from our
community participated in this program; stylist Charles from
Pristine hair salon very kindly donated his time and services, as
well as five of his talented employees to this essential cause,
giving free full haircuts and blow-dry. We appreciate his
unmatched generosity and we hope this event can take place
again in the future. Also, I would like to personally thank all
donors. Since this event, there have been many more community
volunteers donating their hair to put smiles on the faces of those
who have suffered.
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Our community member receives award from
the Long Island Technology Hall of Fame

The Long Island Technology Hall of Fame, an organization that recognizes contributions of
Long Island leaders in science or technology, recently granted its award of The Most
Innovative Patent of 2007 in one of its three cafegories fo a patent made by our own Dr.
Farrokh Dilmanian and two of his colleagues. The patent, relating to Dr. Farrokh's
experimental radiation therapy method Microbeam Radiation Therapy, was selected in a
rigorous review process conducted by a large panel of experts. The following are excerpts
from articles on the event published in the weekly news magazine and the website of
Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) and the press releases issued by both BNL and State
University of New York at Stony Brook where Dr. Farrokh works. Driven by the hope that the
method will someday reach the stage of clinical utilization and will improve the efficacy of
radiation therapy, Dr. Farrokh has been dedicating years of his untiring efforts to this project.
Fortunately, his hope seems more realistic now with the advancements made in the project in
the last two years.

Megillah congratulates Dr. Farrokh on this complimenting award of his and wishes him

much success in reaching his noble goal
Megillah

very thin x-ray beams to irradiate and destroy malignant tumors,
while keeping normal adjacent tissues free from harm. MRT
research was initiated in the early 1990s at Brookhaven Lab by
now retired Brookhaven scientist Daniel Slatkin and the late Per
Spanne, also of Brookhaven, and Dilmanian.

In 2006, Dilmanian, with his colleagues implemented the
method of delivery for interlaced MRT, wusing thicker
microbeams. The patent describes a way to interlace the arrays of
thicker beams to produce an unsegmented radiation field at the
target to increase the killing potential there, while still sparing
healthy tissue.

For interlacing, the gaps between the beams in each array
were the same as the thickness of each beam, so the beams from
one array would fill the gaps in the other at the target to produce
the equivalent of an unsegmented beam. In this way, the tumor
can be given a lethal dose, while the surrounding healthy tissue is

Scientists at the U.S. Department of Energy's Brookhaven — €xposed to segmented radiation from which healthy tissue can
National Laboratory, F. Avraham Dilmanian, James F. Hainfeld, — recover. This method is different from conventional MRT, which
and Gerard M. Morris have won The Long Island Technology — €xposes the tumor to arrays of very thin microbeams of non-
Hall of Fame award for the most innovative patent in the interlacing geometry at very high doses. The results of the 2006
category of innovation for the individual. The patent for a  eXperiments indicated that the interlacing method used with thick
method for implementing an experimental procedure to treat ~ beams was able to destroy a small region of the brains of rodents
cancer, called microbeam radiation therapy (MRT), was chosen ~ Without damaging surrounding tissues.

Jor the award from among more than 1,600 patents that were — «[ very enthusiastic about and supportive of this new
granted to Long Island residents in 2007. technology being developed by Dr. Dilmanian,” says Allen G.

Along with Brookhaven National Laboratory's Associate  \eek M.D., Chair of the Department of Radiation Oncology at
Laboratory Director for Life Sciences Fritz Henn (right),  Stony Brook University Medical Center. “The method holds
Brookhaven Lab scientists (from left) James F. Hainfeld and F. great promise in providing a new modality to treat brain tumors
Avraham Dilmanian display their Long Island Technology Hall — that are difficult to manage due to their proximity to

of Fame award. ) radiosensitive normal tissues.
As it was first implemented, MRT used Brookhaven's

National Synchrotron Light Source to produce arrays of parallel,
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. Dilmanian is
pictured with
Allen G. Meek,
M.D., Chair,
Department of
Radiation
Oncology, during
the Long Island
Technology Hall
of Fame gala in
March.

The interlacing method looks very promising for treating
spinal cord tumors, brain tumors of small and medium size, and
regularly shaped, small and medium size tumors of the head and
neck. In particular, this method is ideal for treating areas near
radiosensitive organs because surrounding tissue is kept intact,
and the dose from the interlacing method sharply stops at the
edge of the targeted tissue," Dilmanian said.

The beam thickness used in this recent research could be
produced by either a dedicated synchrotron facility or specialized
x-ray tubes of extremely high voltage and current. The use of x-
ray tubes, which may be developed in the future, would make the
technology readily available in hospitals.

In addition to his position as medical scientist at Brookhaven,
Dilmanian is Associate Professor of Research, Department of
Radiation Oncology, at the Stony Brook University Medical
Center.

Dr. Farrokh Dilmanian has been working as a
researcher at the Brookhaven National Laboratories
for many years. During this time he has registered
many patents and has written hundreds of specialist
articles in scientific journals, given many lectures all
around the world, and visited professors at various
universities.

Dr. Dilmanian and his team have been working on
a special type of beam that could kill most cancerous
cells without damaging the surrounding tissue. This is
a significant breakthrough in the fight against cancer.
The early trials on animals are very promising. Some
cancers are completely cured with a small amount of
radiation.

Dr. Dilmanian has found a way to cure this
complex disease. Should these trials continue to be
successful, this new therapy has the potential to save
lives of millions of people across the world.

We are honored to have such a genius in our
community. Kol Hakavod to Dr. Dilmanian and we all
wish him success in this vital research.

-Mansour Karimzadeh

DR. MINOO DILMANIAN

Family Dentistry
Orthodontics
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(516) 829-4247
19 Laurel Drive
Great Neck, NY 11021
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Mongy Matters

Estate Planning
in a Recession

By: Robert Bichoupan, Esq.

Many believe that we are in a recession, perhaps a severe
recession. There is weight to this argument. Unemployment is
up, manufacturing is down, we are in a trade deficit, the dollar is
weak, the residential real estate market is falling, the credit market is
severely constrained, the price of fuel is skyrocketing, we are in
multiple wars, and the national deficit is increasing daily.

We look forward to a new administration that will tackle
these challenges. One of the biggest challenges is to reign in the
deficit. There are only two ways to decrease a deficit: 1)
decrease government spending, or 2) increase taxes. In my
opinion, the likelihood of significantly decreasing government
spending in the near future is not high. Therefore, it is
reasonable to assume that taxes will have to increase. There is
no short term solution to our present dilemma. In prior years, the
government engaged in public works and employed many
individuals to jump start the economy. The present
administration has ineffectively reduced interest rates over and
over again with no discernable effect.

What does this have to do with Estate Planning? In prior
articles you might recall that I discussed the sunset effect of the
present tax laws. To keep things simple, let us say a U.S. citizen
can currently pass $2,000,000 to his or her heirs free of Federal
Estate taxes (commonly referred to as the Unified Credit). Under
present law, in 2009 that amount becomes $3,500,000. In 2010
that amount becomes unlimited. In 2011, it reverts to its prior
level of $1,000,000. For all the reasons listed above, it seems
likely to me that the law will be revised prior to 2010 to reduce
the transferable amount to $1,000,000 or less. Therefore, to
those of you who feel you can put off your estate planning until
tomorrow, be warned. Under the next administration, you may
lose significant tax benefits that are readily available today.
Furthermore, if you are feeling the effects of a recession and
business is slow, what better time to deal with these issues?

The Unified Credit not only affects the amount that can pass
under your Will, but more importantly affects the amount that
can be transferred into a Trust or directly to your heirs today.
Furthermore, if business is slow, now is a good time to clean
house and review your Health Care Proxy, Power of Attorney,
and other legal documents.

This article is not intended to give tax advice. Rather it is
intended to remind you that even when things look bad, you can
turn your head in another direction and seize opportunity. At any
rate, | urge you not miss what may be this final opportunity to
minimize estate taxes and transfer future appreciation,
particularly on real estate, to the next generation, while the
market is low. As always, I am happy to hear from my readers
and welcome any questions.

Yom HaShoah
Commemoration
2008

By Rachel Hakim

This year, we commemorated Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) on Thursday night, May 1st 2008 at Shaare
Shalom Synagogue. This program was created in order to
educate and to continue to provide information about the tragic
events of the Holocaust so that it may never be repeated in
history. As a part of our program, we also chose to incorporate
awareness of an occurrence known as the Silent Holocaust. This
is the assimilation of Jewish people to non-Jews through
intermarriage. The number of these Jews is growing, which is
something that we must not be negligent of. Just like we lost
Jews during the Holocaust, we are losing Jews in the Silent
Holocaust, as many become a part of a different world, or rather,
a different religion. That night, I, along with my co-MC, Adin
Levian, presented this concept to our audience, as many were not
aware of its extent.

Our speaker, Mrs. Zula Schibuk, an 86 year old survivor from
Wilno, Poland, spoke to us about her experience in the
Holocaust. She expressed the many hardships she was faced
with, and recounted the story of her journey from the time she
was a teenager when the events of the Holocaust unfolded in her
neighborhood, until now. Mrs. Schibuk gave usa first hand
account of what it was liketobe living during the
Holocaust. Having a speaker that lived through this great tragedy
ensures the passing down of knowledge of the Holocaust, so that
it may never be forgotten, or repeated in time. This
concept continued in our video, created by Adin Levian. In this
presentation, he showed several graphic and tragic pictures from
the concentration camps. He then interviewed some of our very
own Bar and Bat-Mitzvah youth and asked them questions such
as, "”Do you think that it is possible for the Holocaust to happen
again?” and “Why do you think people deny the
Holocaust?” Many of our youth answered intelligently by
explaining their knowledge about the many anti-Semites who
wish to have the Jews wiped off the face of the earth. We must
be strong, as a team, as a community, as a nation, to fight for and
protect our religion and heritage.

We also held a candle lighting ceremony in commemoration
of six million Jews, during which we invited Mrs. Schibuk to
light a candle, as well as the many leaders of our community. We
also displayed a number of candles shaped in the number
6,000,000 in our hall as a visual to capture the attention of our
attendees. Overall, it was a memorable evening. We thank the
MYC for all their hard work, in particular Mr. Daniel Mordechai,
Mr. Adin Levian, and Miss Kimberly Hakim, who all assisted in
making the night possible.
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Memory of a Passover Seder,
Sixty Two Years Ago in Mashad

By: Heshmat Bassali

The following article was originally written for the publication
Jewish Week, by Mrs. Heshmat Bassali, a very prominent writer
for Megillah magazine, who regularly contributes in Farsi.
Megillah contacted Mrs. Bassali and we insisted that we publish
this fascinating Passover memoir, which she was able, although
English is not her primary language, to recount in sweet and
simple terms!

April 15, 1946 coincided with the second night of Passover.
In the city of Mashad, in the northeastern section of Iran, roughly
thirty members of our extended family were gathered in a large
room for the Seder. I was a teenage girl.

The special rituals were followed by the serving of dinner.
Before the dinner table was cleared, we heard knocking at the
door of the main entrance to the house. It was a young man, a
close relative, who entered the room with a pale, worried face; he
informed us the “It is a horrible situation. They say that
tomorrow, some Mashadi residents are planning to attack the
Jewish neighborhood.”

Following his suggestion, all who were guests left the house
and went to our own homes, which were located very close to
each other. We spent the whole night scared and worried. At
sunrise, we heard loud noises coming from outside; they grew
louder and more disturbing with every minute.

All Jewish homes in our neighborhood had high, windowless
walls facing the street. In order for us to see what was happening
on the street we had to climb to the rooftop. There was a small
room on the roof with a few holes in its wall, from which we
could see outside.

Through those holes, we saw a large crowd of angry men,
most of whom were carrying large sticks. They were shouting
and screaming slogans against the Jews. They were trying to
enter Jewish homes and to harm the residents, but could not
make it inside. The walls were too high for them to climb, and
the house doors opening toward the street were massive and
strong, and of course, all locked.

The attacking mob had broken and burned the front doors of
a few houses, but could not enter the houses.

This was not the first time that the Jews of Mashad were
attacked. Over one hundred years before that, in 1839, a very
grave catastrophe befell the Jews of Mashad, a city that houses
one of the holiest shrines of the Shiite Moslems. False rumors
against the Jews sparked a pogrom that resulted in attacks on
several Jewish homes and stores. Around thirty Jews were
killed.

The Jewish population was faced with an ultimatum from the
Moslem religious leaders: convert to Islam, or be killed.

The whole Jewish population agreed to convert under
pressure. From then on, they were called “Jadid-al-Islam,” or
“the New Moslems.” From that date, they led a very difficult

double life. For example, they had to go pray at the mosque, but
they would have their real prayers at the makeshift minyans in
the basements; they would buy non-kosher meat and discard it,
and do Shechita at home; they would have their daughters and
sons engaged at a very young age, so that if a Moslem boy would
want to marry a “New Moslem” girl, she would have been taken
already.

This risky lifestyle eventually eased off, and the Moslems
knew that we were really Jews. But still, until 1946, we were
living a dangerous life and we were still called “New Moslems.”

In 1946 we were all deeply worried and could feel the danger
getting closer. But in the afternoon hours, we noticed the mob
decreasing in size. By nightfall, the alleyways were deserted and
the city’s policemen, all armed, were watching the narrow
streets.

The next day was peaceful and a few Jews dared to walk the
streets. We learned later that that on the first day of the riots, a
few Community leaders had gone to Ayatollah Nahavandi and
somehow, persuaded him to issue a “fatwa”, a religious decree,
for all attacking Moslems to retreat to their own homes due to the
fact that the Jews, according to Islam, were “of the book,” and
thus, not an enemy.

Later that day, those prominent and courageous members of
the Jewish community had contacted the governing authorities of
the city and asked for their assistance. The authorities had, in
turn, contacted the central authorities in Tehran, the capital, via
telegrams, asking for directions on how to handle the situation.
Tehran had sent a response telegram, directing the police force of
Mashad to prevent the riots.

During this incident, none of the Mashadi Jews were killed,
and only two or three people were injured.

It was also later revealed that on the day before Passover, the
Moslem clergy had spread a rumor in the city claiming that the
Jews had kidnapped and killed a Moslem boy in order to put his
blood into their unleavened bread. The mullahs had issued a
fatwa directing Moslem mobs to invade Jewish homes and to
start killing and stealing from them.

At the time, about 6,000 Jews lived in Mashad. After this
incident, most of the Jews gradually left, moving their
households to Tehran. In 1948, when Israel achieved its
independence, several Mashadi families immigrated to Israel.
And finally in 1979, when the Islamic revolution took place,
Mashadi Jews, as well as a multitude of other Iranian Jews,
decided to leave Iran and to seek residence in Israel, the United
States and Europe.

At the present time, a large community of Mashadi Jews
resides in Great Neck. Members of this community have
preserved their Mashadi Jewish identity and have founded
several synagogues of their own.

In recent years, not a single Jew has lived in Mashad!
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A Moment In Kabul/

By: Halleh Hakimian

(The following article was adopted from Jerusalem Post)

I departed for war torn Afghanistan with a healthy amount
of fear and boundless curiosity. Although both my parents
were born and raised as Jews in a predominantly Islamic Iran,
I had not yet personally experienced travel to a non-secular
Islamic country. This past August, I was granted an
opportunity through the U.S. Department of Commerce to
represent my firm (alongside my father), Hadji Jalili Revivals
LLC, as a delegate of an impromptu U.S. Trade Mission to
Afghanistan. Our decision to participate was twofold.
Professionally, our firm believes in the unique ability of the
Afghan people to produce world-class carpets. On a personal
level, our intent was to utilize this extraordinary opportunity
to visit and draw inspiration from a legendary people who had
been described to me as rough, yet remarkable, and
undoubtedly resilient. ~As it turned out, my curiosity
superceded my healthy fears.

The trip came together in a quick whirlwind. Seemingly
overnight. The invitation was extended to us less than 10
days before the Trade Mission was to take place. We
purchased our tickets two days before departure. As the
excitement built up in the days before the trip, I became
concerned with my father’s cavalier attitude toward our
impending travels. The thought of bombs detonating around
me seemed to be of less concern to me than the fact that [ was
an American Jew, traveling to a region that is promoted by
our media as particularly unwelcoming to Westerners and
Jews.

Conversely, my father expressed excitement at being
welcomed by Afghans as a Jewish visitor. He spoke to me
about cultural integrity, honor, warmth and the historical
hospitality of Afghans. He said scary things like, “an Afghan
would give his life for you if you are a friend” and “they will
treat you with even more care if they know you are a Jewish
guest in their country.” My father seemed to be telling stories
of a parallel universe in a different century. He is an idealist
by nature, contradicted by myself, the pragmatist. In the back
of my mind I was thinking that this man is going to get the
both of us killed! Before, leaving, I jokingly warned my
sisters to turn the television off if they saw us on the monitor
dressed in orange jump suits.

I could see the movie play out in my mind - short but
vivid. Kabuli warlords kidnap foolhardy American delegates
gallivanting around warring Kabul. In my version of the
movie, the warlords are somewhat decent until the captives
(mainly my father) volunteer their Jewish heritage. The reveal
leads to the warlords high five-ing each other in celebration at
hitting the jackpot of hostage-taking. —The next scene
inevitably leads to orange jumpsuits, a video camera, men in

ski masks and two chutzpanik Jews.

Before departing, I made my father promise that he
wouldn’t parade around Kabul waving a Jewish banner. And
I made him swear that if the occasion arose, he would not
admit to being Jewish to our warlord kidnappers.

Dramatics aside, 1 guess you could say I was a bit
apprehensive.

So when I finally arrived to Kabul, I was surprised to find
a cultural climate much closer to what my father had
described than what I saw on CNN. It was a short visit with
people who intimated a lifetime of friendship. What I found
in terms of the social and political climate was also a pleasant
surprise.

At first glance, the city of Kabul looks like it was
described 30 years ago. The only apparent transformations
are the streets, homes and neighborhoods that have been
leveled by recent layers of war. Kabul is a dry, mile-high
city, with an extreme seasonal climate and enough dirt to give
your skin and clothes a layer of camouflage. Due to the lack
of vegetation within Kabul, the buildings and structures are
indistinguishable from the sandy dirt that coats the city and
stretches over the surrounding hills. The popular mode of
transportation appears to be by foot or bicycle. The average
pedestrian seems to be clothed in attire that hasn’t changed
over several generations. Paradoxical to Western culture, the
hills that surround Kabul, displaying the most appealing
vantage point of the city, are inhabited by the underprivileged,
not the affluent. The reason for this becomes clear upon
learning that the resolute mountain dwellers ascend and
descend the mountain by foot for their daily needs, often in
spite of several feet of winter snow or scorching degrees of
summer sun.

My first glance of Kabul was a superficial observation,
viewed through an unfocused lens. Once in focus, many
images hinted towards a spirit of rebirth, transformation, and
of promise for the people of Afghanistan.

o

% A bare hill top, formerly used as a military vantage point
and marked by an abandoned tank carcass, now serves as
a serene scenic moonlit spot visited by young lovers who
invite a breeze of romance back into Kabul.

< Bewitching young children working as mobile street
vendors, with magnetic smiles and a deceptively
sophisticated mastery of English, entrepreneurial beyond
their years, offering the promise of infinite potential for
the future of their country.
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# The Serena Hotel, formerly known as The “old” Kabul
Hotel, which played host to Western romanticists,
dignitaries, and well-heeled tourists during the late 1950’s
— early 70’s is now renovated, transformed, and waiting
for the imprint of a new generation.

X3

*

Emerging homes with slight accents of color, burgeoning
in neighborhoods previously leveled by wars, intimate the
resilience of those who will soon reside there.

X3

*

An outdoor restaurant lounge, “fortified” by a former
Mujahiddin (turned rifle toting bouncer), serves an
international selection of wine, while the DJ pumps out
the beat of a fresh energy that exudes through Kabul.

Afghans have historically been formidable adversaries to
those they perceive as rivals. However, as a guest in
Afghanistan, I repeatedly witnessed a more tender depth of
emotion from our hosts. I can best describe it as an intensity
of emotion that resonates on both ends of the spectrum. I had
the benefit of experiencing the sunny end of the scale.

We were treated with warmth, sincerity, and great care. It
almost seems beside the point to determine if we were
received as such regardless of, because of, or irrelevant to our

Jewish heritage. Jewish, Christian and Muslim establishments
have endlessly promoted a mutual mistrust of each other. As
humans, our nature is to feel threatened by that which is
foreign to our personal existence. Yet, what I experienced
was a human connection that looked past our socially bred
mistrust. I’m sure bigotry does exist in Afghanistan...as it
exists everywhere. As an American, [ hope to match the same
civilized level of social sophistication and open hospitality to
foreign guests that was extended to me In Kabul.

In response to our deep gratitude to one of our generous
hosts, we were presented with an Afghan saying “Mehman
Doosteh Khodah Hast,” which translates to “A guest is a
friend of God” and we were certainly received as such. In my
effort to realize the recipe for Afghan hospitality, I discovered
ingredients comprised of generosity, warm-heartedness,
purity, simplicity and bonding. The secret ingredient that
gives this dish a unique Afghan flavor is that of devotion.
Afghans express salutations through a simple gesture of
placing an openly splayed right hand against their heart and
offering their guest a humble semi-bow. Simple, pure,
gracious, with the spirit of love.

A special warm thanks to our “mehmaan nawaz” hosts —
Azim, Rahim, Wakil, David, Majid, and Humayun.

DR. NAHID NEMAN
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/s It OK fo Harass
the Smokers We Love?

The following article was adopted from Health.com:

When I was 11 years old, I drew skulls
and warnings on my mother’s cigarettes
and then slipped the cigarettes back in the
pack. If T was hoping to embarrass her, it
worked: She offered them to guests at an
afternoon party, and I heard the details. It
wasn’t as hilarious as I had imagined,
apparently. That was 1971.

Recently 1 asked a few friends and
acquaintances if they had similar stories
and received anecdotes dating all the way
back to the start of the modern assault on i
tobacco. One friend’s father, who was a -
D.C. lawyer representing a tobacco
company in the mid-’60s, fired the client
after being pestered by a uniquely
positioned pressure group: his offspring.

Now 81, he emailed to say he recalls that

“firing Lorillard as a client was written

up...in an article in The Wall Street o
Journal, ‘Daddy, Why Do You Represent a "
Cigarette Company?’”

In the late *60s, remembers writer Kate Meyers, who lived in
Pittsburgh at the time, “My mom had a drawer in her bathroom
where she kept her Virginia Slims 100s, and I would leave her
notes saying, ‘Mommy, I don’t want you to die.” She hasn’t
touched a cig in about 40 years.”

In 1986, David Allan, now the husband of Health.com senior
editor Kate Rope, culminated a “years-long campaign of
lectures” by requesting information from the surgeon general’s
office about the effects of secondhand smoke on children. He
received a C. Everett Koop-signed letter and some “book-size
publications,” which he “cruelly” gave to his smoking parents for
Christmas, asking only that they quit as a gift back to him
(blackmail of Shakespearean cunning). Mom soon did, Dad
eventually followed suit.

A few years ago, relates New Jersey writer Gail Belsky, her
daughter and friends plastered the friends’ father, a smoker, with
Post-it notes while he worked at his computer—the notes
scrawled with antismoking messages.

These kids—what’s their real agenda?

Now, I don’t believe that kids’ motives are entirely pure here.
There’s pleasure in turning the moral tables on parents, and
public-health campaigns offer excellent air cover. Also, smoking
is a safer target for kids than most: unambiguously “bad” without
rendering its practitioners dangerous, the way alcohol can. As to
reports of campaign success, I suspect those successes often
happen in families in which the parents have a predisposition to
quit.

Still, never underestimate the wisdom
of kids. Over the recent July 4 weekend, I
asked a particularly wise 10-year-old girl
what she thought about tobacco
harassment. She mulled and then
answered to the effect that it’s fair for kids
to let their parents know how they feel,
even by trickery, but a kid needs to know
that smoking is addictive and a parent may
not be able to quit. I suggested she ought
to be surgeon general someday.

Meanwhile, last year the UK
government gave a £15,000 grant to a
community group that planned to arm kids
with data so they could go home and put
the screws to smoking parents. A pro-
smoking spokesman called the idea
“disgraceful moral blackmail.”

Perhaps. But I can’t help remembering
an afternoon a few years ago, when I
dropped my teenage daughter’s best friend
off at a New York hospital to visit her mother, who had a brain
tumor that had resulted from the spread of smoking-related lung
cancer. This woman, who had not been able to give up smoking
even after her diagnosis, died while we were in the room, leaving
the girl in the care of a father who, for reasons not worth
detailing here, was not up to the task. I was grateful, at that
moment, that my own mother had given up the habit decades
before—whether or not my silly campaign had played a part.

Ten Ways to Quit Smoking

e Nicotine Patches - Nicotine patches are placed on a
person’s skin, usually on the upper body. The patch
distributes a flow of nicotine into a person’s bloodstream.
The nicotine entering your bloodstream is significantly
less than you would get from a cigarette but enough to
keep from cravings.

e Chewing Gums - Nicotine chewing gums are a quit
smoking help that slowly allows nicotine into your mouth.
Nicotine is absorbed in the lining of your mouth and is
used over a short period of time.

e Tozenges - Nicotine lozenges are sucked slowly and will
release nicotine into your mouth. Lozenges usually take
about 20-30 minutes to fully dissolve.

e Inhalers - Inhalers are a quit smoking help that allows you
to keep that feel of holding a cigarette. Plastic looking
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cigarette that releases nicotine vapors into your mouth and
lungs.

e Bupropion - Bupropion is an anti-depressant medication
that reduces nicotine cravings and withdrawals.
Bupropion is used as a way to quit smoking because
studies have shown that users who were prescribed the
drug for depression also lost interest in smoking.

e Hypnosis -Hypnosis is a popular way to quit smoking
because it does not require the use of any medication or
herbal supplements. Hypnosis relaxes you into a state that
allows you to be open for suggestion. Once in that relaxed
state, you will also be able to feel less critical to the idea
that you need to smoke.

e Acupuncture - Acupuncture is used as a way to quit
smoking because it can help manage withdrawals from
cigarettes. Acupuncture is a technique where very thin
needles are inserted through the skin. Chinese tradition
says that acupuncture can ease stress, relieve pain and
relax the body.

e Behavioral Therapy - Because smoking is a habit, your
behavior can trigger when you get cravings and when you
have a cigarette. Behavioral therapy can help you quit
smoking by altering your daily life. Removing reminders
about smoking from your home like ashtrays can be a quit
smoking help. As well as removing reminders, you can
also substitute one behavior for another. Whenever you
have a craving for a cigarette, do things like chew gum, or
another less harmful habit that will take away the
reminder of smoking.

e Nicotine Vaccination -There are numerous vaccinations
that are being developed to curb nicotine addiction. The
vaccines, which have not yet been proven, will keep
nicotine from reaching the brain, making smoking less
pleasurable, and hopefully easier to quit.

Secondhand Smoke Fact Sheef

. Secondhand smoke, also know as environmental
tobacco smoke (ETS), is a mixture of the smoke given off by
the burning end of a cigarette, pipe or cigar and the smoke
exhaled from the lungs of smokers. It is involuntarily inhaled
by nonsmokers, lingers in the air hours after cigarettes have
been extinguished and can cause or exacerbate a wide range
of adverse health effects, including cancer, respiratory
infections, and asthma.

e  Secondhand smoke has been classified by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a known cause of
cancer in humans (Group A carcinogen).

e  Secondhand smoke exposure causes disease and
premature death in children and adults who do not smoke.
Secondhand smoke contains hundreds of chemicals known to
be toxic or carcinogenic, including formaldehyde, benzene,
vinyl chloride, arsenic ammonia and hydrogen cyanide.

e  Secondhand smoke causes approximately 3,400 lung
cancer deaths and 22,700-69,600 heart disease deaths in adult
nonsmokers in the United States each year.

e  Nonsmokers exposed to secondhand smoke at work are
at increased risk for adverse health effects. Levels of
secondhand smoke in restaurants and bars were found to be 2
to 5 times higher than in residences with smokers and 2 to 6
times higher than in office workplaces.

. Eighteen states - Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, Ohio, Rhode Island, Washington and Vermont - as well
as the District of Columbia prohibit smoking in almost all
public places and workplaces, including restaurants and bars.
Montana and Utah prohibit smoking in most public places
and workplaces, including restaurants; bars will go

e  smokefree in 2009. New Hampshire prohibits smoking

in some public places, including all restaurants and bars. Four
states - Florida, Idaho, Louisiana and Nevada - prohibit
smoking in most public places and workplaces, including
restaurants, but exempt stand-alone bars. Fifteen states
partially or totally prevent (preempt) local communities from
passing smokefree air ordinances stronger than the statewide
law. Iowa, Nebraska and Oregon have passed legislation
prohibiting smoking in almost all public places and
workplaces, including restaurants and bars, but the laws have
not taken effect yet.

e  Secondhand smoke is especially harmful to young
children. Secondhand smoke is responsible for between
150,000 and 300,000 lower respiratory tract infections in
infants and children under 18 months of age, resulting in
between 7,500 and 15,000 hospitalizations each year, and
causes 430 sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) deaths in
the United States annually.

e  Secondhand smoke exposure may cause buildup of fluid
in the middle ear, resulting in 790,000 physician office visits
per year.10 Secondhand smoke can also aggravate symptoms
in 400,000 to 1,000,000 children with asthma.

e In the United States, 21 million, or 35 percent of,
children live in homes where residents or visitors smoke in
the home on a regular basis.12 Approximately 50-75 percent
of children in the United States have detectable levels of
cotinine, the breakdown product of nicotine in the blood.

e  The current Surgeon General’s Report concluded that
scientific evidence indicates that there is no risk-free level of
exposure to secondhand smoke. Short exposures to
secondhand smoke can cause blood platelets to become
stickier, damage the lining of blood vessels, decrease
coronary flow velocity reserves, and reduce heart rate
variability, potentially increasing the risk of heart attack.
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National Cyber Alert System
Cyber Security Tip ST05-002

Keeping Children Safe Online

This article was adopted from a Newsletter on www.BenjaminComputers.com

Children present unique security risks when they use a
computer—not only do you have to keep them safe, you have
to protect the data on your computer. By taking some simple
steps, you can dramatically reduce the threats.

What unique risks are associated with children?

When a child is using your computer, normal safeguards and
security practices may not be sufficient. Children present
additional challenges because of their natural characteristics:
innocence, curiosity, desire for independence, and fear of
punishment. You need to consider these characteristics when
determining how to protect your data and the child.

You may think that because the child is only playing a game, or
researching a term paper, or typing a homework assignment, he
or she can't cause any harm. But what if, when saving her paper,
the child deletes a necessary program file? Or what if she
unintentionally visits a malicious web page that infects your
computer with a virus? These are just two possible scenarios.
Mistakes happen, but the child may not realize what she's done
or may not tell you what happened because she's afraid of getting
punished.

Online predators present another significant threat, particularly to
children. Because the nature of the internet is so anonymous, it is
easy for people to misrepresent themselves and manipulate or
trick other users (see _Social Engineering and Phishing for
some examples). Adults often fall victim to these ploys, and
children, who are usually much more open and trusting, are even
easier targets. The threat is even greater if a child has access to
email or instant messaging programs, visits chat rooms, and/or
uses social networking sites (see _Instant Messaging and Chat
Rooms and _Safe on Social Network for more information).

What can you do?

e Be involved - Consider activities you can work on together,
whether it be playing a game, researching a topic you had been
talking about (e.g., family vacation spots, a particular hobby, a
historical figure), or putting together a family newsletter. This
will allow you to supervise your child's online activities while
teaching her good computer habits.

o Keep your computer in an open area - If your computer is
in a high-traffic area, you will be able to easily monitor the
computer activity. Not only does this accessibility deter a child
from doing something she knows she's not allowed to do, it also
gives you the opportunity to intervene if you notice a behavior
that could have negative consequences.

e Set rules and warn about dangers - Make sure your child
knows the boundaries of what she is allowed to do on the
computer. These boundaries should be appropriate for the
child's age, knowledge, and maturity, but they may include rules
about how long she is allowed to be on the computer, what sites
she is allowed to visit, what software programs she can use, and
what tasks or activities she is allowed to do. You should also
talk to children about the dangers of the internet so that they
recognize suspicious behavior or activity. The goal isn't to scare
them, it's to make them more aware.

e Monitor computer activity - Be aware of what your child is
doing on the computer, including which web sites she is
visiting. If she is using email, instant messaging, or chat rooms,
try to get a sense of who she is corresponding with and whether

she actually knows them.

e Keep lines of communication open - Let your child know
that she can approach you with any questions or concerns about
behaviors or problems she may have encountered on the
computer.

e Consider partitioning your computer into separate
accounts - Most operating systems (including Windows XP,
Mac OS X, and Linux) give you the option of creating a
different user account for each user. If you're worried that your
child may accidentally access, modify, and/or delete your files,
you can give her a separate account and decrease the amount of
access and number of privileges she has.

If you don't have separate accounts, you need to be especially
careful about your security settings. In addition to limiting
functionality within your browser (see _Your Web Browser's
Security  for more information), avoid letting your browser
remember passwords and other personal information (see
Safely: Understanding Active Content and ). Also, it is always
important to keep your virus definitions up to date (see _Anti-
Virus ).

e Consider implementing parental controls - You may be
able to set some parental controls within your browser. For
example, Internet Explorer allows you to restrict or allow
certain web sites to be viewed on your computer, and you can
protect these settings with a password. To find those options,
click Tools on your menu bar, select Internet Options...,
choose the Content tab, and click the Enable... button under

Content Advisor.

There are other resources you can use to control and/or monitor
your child's online activity. Some ISPs offer services designed
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to protect children online. Contact your ISP to see if any of o GetNetWise - ://kids.getnetwise.org/ - Click

these services are available. There are also special software Tools for Families to reach a page that allows
programs you can install on your computer. Different programs you to search for software based on
offer different features and capabilities, so you can find one that characteristics like what the tool does and what
best suits your needs. The following web sites offer lists of operating system you have on your computer.

software, as well as other useful information about protecting

. . Yahooli 'P ts' Guide —
children online: ahooligans! Parents' Guide

://yahooligans.yahoo.com/parents/ -
Click Blocking and Filtering under Related Websites on the

left sidebar to reach a list of software.

The Department for Registration and Documentation
of Jews from Arab Countries

The Government of Israel, in its decision from March 3, 2002, expressed the central importance that it attributes to the subject
of rights and claims of Jews originating from Arab countries and Iran. The missions of the department are as follows:

B Create records of the mass violations of human rights suffered by Jews under Arab regimes and document the loss of
individual and communal assets.

B Document the circumstances and conditions that pushed Jews to leave the Muslim countries as refugees.

B Propaganda awareness and raising the issue of the Jewish refugees and national and international agendas.

Private wealth was confiscated on a large scale, including cinemas, hotels, factories, luxurious residences and other real estate;
some of Jewish owners who had their property taken were executed under charges of Zionist activities, corporation with the
Shah, and connections with Israel. Moreover, many Jewish-Iranian immigrants often left most of their respective properties
behind under the assumption that their relatives would liquidate the assets. However, even in the rare circumstance that this did
actually occur, it was very difficult to send the money abroad.

Todayj, it is crucial to raise awareness among the general public and to spread the message that the reparation of the injustices
done to the Jews from Arab countries is a vital part of the resolution of the Middle East refugee question and a
precondition to a final Middle East peace agreement. This argument is receiving increasing international recognition and
was, among others, confirmed by U.S President Clinton at Camp David in the summer of 2000, when he declared, in reference
to Jews from Arab countries: "There is some interest...in also having a fund which compensates the Israelis who were
made refugees by the war which occurred after the birth of the State of Israel. Israel is full of people — Jewish people --
who came to Israel because they were made refugees in their own land."

On April 2, 2008 the American congress made a historical decision regarding the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and
Iran. The declaration asserts that any comprehensive Middle East peace agreement must include the legitimate rights of all the
refugees, including Jews, Christians, and other populations displaced from countries in the Middle East.

If you, yourself, or your parents, immigrated to Israel from an Arab country or know Jews who arrived from these countries,
we encourage you to find more about this campaign and to fill out individual claims forms documenting the persecution of
Jews in Arab countries and their expropriated land and belongings.

Please feel free to contact us at the following address:

The Department for Registration and Documentation
of Jews from Arab Countries

Address: P.O.B 34445, Giv'at Shaul, Jerusalem 91343 ,Israel
Phone No: 972-2-6545915
Fax: 972-2-6222899

Email: RishumArtzotArav@justice.gov.il
Or consult the Justice Ministry's site at: http://www.justice.gov.il/MOJEng

"To ensure that justice for Jews from Arab countries assumes its rightful place on the international
political agenda and that their rights

be secured as a matter of law and equity."
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1-Bus arriving to Kanisa with a flat tire in the
storm on Friday
2-Steve AKA “treasurer” loosing all of the $ on
the bus
3-“J's” arriving to the hotel AFTER the start of
Shabbat
4-“Post it — Room #...”
5-“OHHHH SOOO OHHHH"/ Shrug
6-Joel Gold Brooklyn &Co. Chassid/
Payot/Shana
7-"Batman & Robin”
8-Roy & Tali Singled Out (“Negia”)
9-Steve in “290” — Tackling Nataly
10-“Room 190"
11-Saturday night Nabila crowd surfing
12-Hookah with 5 Boro park Families
13-Ruthy x2 doing shots
14-Joey detaining Nabila under false
accusations
15-Sadie: “Who'’s Tony?” (After becoming his
bachelorette!!)
16-Ghost “period” carpet
17-Sadie growling @ Consuelo
18-Monica’s pile on
19-Allen’s chirping
20-Jackie’s Nay (Like a horse)
21-Nabila, Carol, Lonny stealing room

284 (“Charlie’s Angels™)
22- **-----$9,000-----** (‘nuff said)
23-Bus leaving without JD, Elan & Tony
24-"Bibi Aziz"
25-Netanel’s hook up with kugel & Cholent
26-Tali & Nabila removing “DNA” from Monica
& Sadie’s Shower
27-“LA KUKARACHA”
28-Tony Aziz's “water” @ Friday night dinner
29-Eddie fuming @ Lauren for Religion
30-Eddie stuffing ice cream in Bibi Aziz's face
31-Green Wallpaper /Nursing home look
32-Shabbat cake eating contest- Melody
33-Emil, Carol, Shana & Lonny Sat night
karaoke
34-Lauren’s Friday Night controversy
35-Friday night singing with Rabbi Bitton
36-Payos hair on bed sheet

MYC Shabbat Getaway Memories "08

By: Shana Hezghia & Nabila Levian

37-Neal’s fight with the Rabbi b/c he woke up
housekeeping
38- Inappropriate “ballet dancer” pictures in
rooms
39-“Check your coat”
40-The Mysterious Questionnaire
41-Sammy AKA “Chaperone”
42-“Siddur—free porn”
43-“Vehaicar Vehaicar”
44-“We can go to the tropics sip pina colatas”
45-Tehilla/ Tequila —“Khodah Injhast”
46-Wiping out the kitchen @ 3am
47-“Brothel”
48-Bus leak- thanks to Tiff, Nat, Mk, Tali
49-HATZALA calls W/12 & Q38
50- Soup—jellyfish?
51-Mickey= Vice President (accent)
52- Omid’s stories on bus ride back (in honor of
Tiff S.)
53-Nathan falling down the stairs
54-Neal beating up Tony H.—Tiff worried
55-Rabbi Bitton “poisoned” Mrs. Bitton w/ salt
water
56-Yosi: “Come out with me 3X?”
57-Bahman: “Do this Math problem!”
58-Ishai: “Do you want to dance?”
59-Andy: “girls should look good before they
want to get married!”
60-Mrs Bitton: “Who are you?”
61-Andy: Andy Bassaly AKA Dooker
62-Mrs. Bitton: Ohhh, YOU are Andy!!
63- Turn ons? Turn offs?
64-Tehila, “Am | popular??”
65- The stolen “Bartenura”
66-Jessica Aziz's Saturday morning Minyan
67-Mona'’s stories
68-Daniel mord getting brainwashed by the
chassids
69-Michel/JD’s charades on Friday

Night
70-Trashing Farshads’ (x 2) Room
71-Trashing Tiff and Tammy’s Room
72-Jamie K.’s “shorty, get low low low”
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The Eccentric Corner:

The Redneck Philosophy

By: Michael M. Mardkha

The pure purpose of the articles in this corner is an attempt to make you chuckle, grin, or raise
an eyebrow. The following has no bearing on politics, religion, finance, etc., and it has no

philosophical value whatsoever.
Eccentric facts. Enjoy!

I was reading a serious article recently (a rarity for me)
about the English language and how ‘“Not to Make a Fool of
Yourself when Speaking and Writing it”. The main point of the
article was about how we can have six-digit incomes, wear tailor
made suits, be chauffeured about in expensive German cars, or
hang original Monets or Picassos in our living rooms. Yet if we
open our mouths or put pen to paper, our language resembles that
of ignorant, backwoods bumpkins; those who do not know us
personally will always regard us as such, regardless of our outer
trappings.

Right in the middle of digesting this handful of words, I
saw Jeff Foxworthy, a famous Redneck comedian, come on
television and I just had to put this article down and watch. After
about twenty minutes of non-stop Redneck jokes, which made
me laugh uncontrollably, I got to thinking about the Redneck
Philosophy and decided it might make an interesting escape from
reality.

Upon further investigation I came to conclusion that the
term “Redneck” is probably misunderstood by those of us living
north of the Mason-Dixon Line. I found that a real Redneck is
so much more than driving a pickup truck and calling your dog
“Bubba”. Let me try to impress upon you some of the basic
tenets of achieving the state of Redneck:

e Sense of Inner Peace — a Redneck has a natural feeling of
being at peace with the world. I am not sure if this is due
to the fact they have a double barrel shotgun (with a
sawed off barrel) in every room in the house, including
bathroom, or if it’s because they are not concerned with
others think of them. Or maybe it is because a Redneck’s
family tree does not fork and his brother-in-law is
probably his uncle, and that everyone he knows could
possibly be his blood relative.

e Disregard for Time — A true Redneck does not respect
man made timelines and lives life one day at a time. This
may be because he just can’t tell time, as he is still being
walked to school with his dad every day (since they are
both in the same grade). A Redneck may get a haircut
once a year, but he needs an estimate from a barber first,
and a full day appointment.

e Disregard for Man Made Mores — A real Redneck will

It is merely a five minute escape into the pure world of

follow his own tastes and desires without regard for
social customs and “appropriate” behavior. Therefore, a
Redneck is not constrained by outside opinions and
Madison Avenue dictates about taste and is free to
embrace whatever pleases them without guilt or remorse.
For example, wearing a tube top is perfectly acceptable
attire for a Redneck wedding, and a brand new baseball
cap is a fashion statement for such a formal occasion. A
Redneck may not bother with curtains for his bedroom,
but for his truck, they are a must-have. A Redneck is
probably the only person that can get fired from a
construction job because of his appearance. And best of
all, a Redneck makes dual use of a powerful weed eater
for both outdoor and indoor use. A Redneck has a
distinct advantage in feeling safe anywhere, not because
he lives in a quiet and safe neighborhood, but because he
is under constant watch by federal agents of the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms.

e Honor thy Ancestors — Most Rednecks can trace the roots
of their family history back to Civil War and American
Revolution. Granted it may look like a straight line,
however, it is quite long and equally distinguished. It is
a tradition to look for “Ms. Right” in a family reunion
and it is not unusual to have dated a father’s current wife
in high school. A Redneck proudly displays his diploma
in the den, which contains the words “Trucking Institute”
to impress that Ms. Right and woo her with a seven
course meal from KFC and a six-pack of Schlitz. He
makes sure that she sees the three pound belt buckle
(which also serves as an ID). When she asks, “Who is
the person you admire most?” he proudly professes,
“Jack Daniels”. Just imagine, if there was no law against
marrying this Ms. Right (the one from the family
reunion), they would get married, have their honeymoon
at a deer hunter camp, and soon after, will be able to hear
the very first words of their child, which would probably
be “Attention K-Mart Shoppers”.

In conclusion, living the Redneck Philosophy has a
profound effect on the way one looks at life. To reach that true
inner peace of the Redneck Nirvana seems utterly unachievable,
but I am told that with years of conscientious study and practice,
a true state of Redneck is achievable by anyone dedicated to the
task.
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The Tombs of Esther & Mordechai

By: Orly R. Rahimijyan

The tombs of Esther and Mordechai, some believe, are
located in the city of Hamadan (the Biblical city of Ahmata), in
northwestern Iran. They city was “summer home” of the
Achaemenian dynasty that Cyrus the Great established, also
located in northwestern Iran. According to most beliefs, Esther
and Mordechai were buried in the tomb (see picture) in Sth
century BCE. According to one of the Persian legends, the tomb
and its surroundings were made into an area of refuge for the
Iranians during the Arab conquest of Iran in 7th century BC. As
the Arabs stood at the entrance, the Iranian residents went up to
the tombs to pray for protection by Esther and Mordechai.

With time, a commemoration site was build on top of the
tombs. The actual date when this site was built is a matter of
controversy, however, it was placed there at some point between
the 13th and 17th centuries. Above the tombs is a Muslim style
structure made of stone, and on top of the roof stands a dome.

The door of the entrance is made of stone; it is so low that
one must bend down to walk through it. Above the doorway is
the pasuk from Isaiah: “Open the gates, and let a righteous nation
enter, [A nation] that keeps faith.” (26:2).

Inside the building are two rooms: one for removing shoes,
and one small inner room. Inside the smaller room are two
coffins with embroidered parochet (the ornamental curtain that
covering aron kodesh). The words of Megilat Esther are
engraved on top of the coffins.

Throughout the years, these sacred Jewish graves became
holy to Muslims and Christians. It is customary for women from
all religions to visit the site as a sort of pilgrimage, to pray for
their children, for spouses, and for fertility. They bring colorful
fabrics with them, which they place on the tombs and then donate
to the prayer room located adjacent to the graves. According to
tradition, fabrics that have touched the keverim bring blessings.
Those who are in financial or emotional trouble tear off parts of
the fabrics and sew them into various articles of clothing.

Throughout the year, it is a minhag amongst the Jews to visit
the keverim of Esther and Mordechai. On Purim, crowds of
people come to break the Fast of Esther and hear the Megilla.
Those who have taken a neder (an oath) sometimes sleep there in
the hope that the fast and the holiness of the place will save them.

Throughout many generations, the Jews of Hamadan have
preserved the keverim and have been diligent to fulfill the
customs of Purim. Many traditions exist among the Jewish
community there about the Messiah’s arrival upon their fasting
and praying at the site of Esther and Mordechai’s graves.

One story recounts a Muslim religious leader who incited the
masses to attack the Jews. Afterwards, on Shabbat, the Jews
gathered at the keverim of Esther and Mordechai and prayed
there all day and night. At night, an elderly man with an
impressive countenance stood up before the Muslim clergyman
and said, “I am Mordechai, the Jew. Be warned, lest you hurt one
of my dear children. Anyone who touches them will not be
forgiven!”The morning after, a command came from the King to
imprison the Muslim man and to send him to the capital as a
political dissident.

Currently, very few Jewish families live in Hamadan, but the
structure itself is maintained by the Iranian government, and
protected by the Iranian police. Until today, Iranian Jews and
non-Jews consider the site holy and protect it from destruction.

This was first published in: "Keverim of Esther & Mordechai",
ShiurTimes, March 2008, p. 39.
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Lashon Hara for Dummies:
How to Tell a Rumor

By: Jasmine Dilmanian

Let’s face it, people. As long as the sun keeps on shining,
haunting this community will always be that pesky tendency
of ours to defame each other as a hobby. Great hobby, eh?
After all, Mashadis have made a name for themselves based
partially on our tendency to spread rumors like wildfire.
Other Persians and Americans alike are impressed and rather
dumbfounded by our uncanny ability to take a seemingly
unimportant and irrelevant fact (or falsehood) and spice it up
and pass it on. The skill, though, has yet to be perfected.

Surely, the purpose of this message is not to endorse
gossip; I believe, however, that it is time for people to
acknowledge that the compulsion to pry into what is none of
our business is simply in our blood. If you can avoid Lashon
Hara altogether, then I applaud you. More power to you.
You win. For the other ninety nine percent of us, trying to
stop the talk cold turkey is like a crash diet; just as you would
gain the weight back (and then some) if all you ate was a
grapefruit and nine cups of green tea a day, the notion that we
could simply zip our mouths up for good is hardly practical.

At this juncture, I would like to offer a few words of
advice for those who wish to try out a different approach,
perhaps the Weight Watchers of gossip. If we must indulge,
for everyone’s sakes, let’s at least do it right.

First of all, check your facts. It is preferable that you
know something first hand before letting someone else in on
it. Entirely too often, we hear things that may or may not be
accurate and our primary instinct is to vent it all out at the first
opportunity. If you can’t confirm that the story has validity,
then just hold in your aching urge, lest your big mouth cause
major undue damage to someone else’s private life. If you do
happen to find yourself recounting rumors uncontrollably, it is
essential to have the minimal decency to inform your

counterpart that you probably have no clue what you’re
talking about.

If you, yourself actually do hear or see something directly
from the source and in its proper context, you are probably
less likely to spill the beans because you might feel guilty
being the first one to spread a rumor. Maybe if you are
person number 500 down the line, you won’t think that your
speaking will make as much of a difference. As much as the
politically correct part of my conscience pressures me not to
admit this, it just might be true; if you really are the first
person to find out, when you keep it to yourself, you may be
preventing an uproar in the community. Once the uproar has
already been created, however, there is no stopping it. Yet,
oddly enough, people commonly take pride in being the first
to know and the first to speak.

Second, if you do happen to know that your information is
legitimate, put yourself in that person’s shoes. Are you
potentially destroying a relationship? Are you revealing
something that would be detrimental? Is talking about this
simply to make yourself feel like a champion, or do you really
have something worth while to say? As Rabbi Bitton explains
it, Lashon Hara is defined as something we would not reveal
about our own brother or sister. Call it cliché, but how would
you like it if you went out of your way to keep something a
secret, and the next day it is the talk of the town? If after all
this thought, you still feel compelled to share the wealth, I
really hope it’s worth it.

Rule number three: don’t assume or fabricate your own
ideas to add fuel to the fire. It is imperative that one prevent
judgment stemming from one’s own biases and preconceived
notions. Let’s deal with a hypothetical: It’s a bright, sunny
Sunday afternoon and you decide to take a trip down to
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Americana to do some window shopping. You walk into
Ralph Lauren to check out the new short sleeve Rugby polos.
As you glance across the store, you spot the illustrious Mrs.
X, who drives a Range Rover and lives in a mansion on the
water. You smile fakely and mouth a salam-aleik. But
wait...lo and behold, Mrs. X is in the sale section! No, it
can’t be true. You stake out a bit longer and watch her. You
wait for her to pick out a cashmere cardigan or two, but it
never happens. She simply walks out of those massive
revolving doors without so much as a single shopping bag in
her hand. Could it be?

As seemingly ridiculous as it may initially come across, if
the typical Mashadi woman is alone with her thoughts for too
long after an incident as such, her mind will inevitably
overload with possibilities. Let’s keep on imagining: A few
days later, this woman’s friend calls her at home to discuss
Miami plane ticket rates. Somehow, the two end up on the
topic of recent foreclosures in Kings Point. As it turns out,
there happens to be one on the street where Mrs. X lives.
Ding ding ding...jackpot!

By the finish of Kanisa on the subsequent Shabbat, the
following “facts” have been established and retold about a
thousand times: Mrs. X, seen lingering in the sale section at
Ralph Lauren six days ago, is officially broke. Her husband is
bankrupt; he is in rugs, so it makes sense, you think. Plus, last
year, Mr. and Mrs. X were also robbed, and her one-million-
four-hundred-sixty-three-dollar-and-eighty-two-cent diamond
necklace, 9.7 carats, was stolen; they never recovered. The
bank is selling her house within the next week and her
precious Range Rover has been repossessed, as she was seen
driving a Mercedes yesterday in the Torkeh parking lot. She
is also suffering from clinical depression, judging from her
less-than-warm smile in return to your greeting at the store.
Perhaps the fact that she is poor, gained twenty eight pounds,
her son is in rehab and dropped out of NYU, and her daughter
is anorexic and unmarried have all taken a toll on her.

Stupid, isn’t it? Malicious, in fact. Was this narrative a
tad exaggerated? Yes, but not by much. Shockingly, or
perhaps not at all so, what we hear gets twisted so drastically
that it can become a completely new story or confused with a
totally separate one. The story in and of itself, much of the
time, is not particularly thrilling; it is usually our own
assumptions that snowball together to end up falling on
someone’s head. By the time the last person hears the story, a
million different, random, alleged, unsubstantiated ideas have
been tacked onto the original gossip, forming a mutant strand
of Lashon Hara with no present cure. To top it all off, we all
know that people don’t easily forget stunning accusations and
revelations, either. The human mind has an amazing
capability to store cynical thoughts for years upon years.

The fourth manner in which to proceed with caution is to
be very selective about who you truly trust. Everybody makes
everybody else promise left and right that they won’t tell a
soul. If people actually wouldn’t say anything after they
promised not to, the community would be in much better
shape. It would help immensely, too, if one didn’t feel
compelled to keep secrets from people, in which case the

problem of gossip could virtually vanish; yet, many are
naturally inclined to maintain the utmost level of privacy.
That said, in the event that we wish to divulge certain matters,
even if we really do think that a person has no reason to open
his or her mouth, the possibility is always there. Beware of
even your best friends and closest relatives; regardless of
whether they mean any harm whatsoever, their curiosity and
innate or learned bad habits may subconsciously get the best
of them. Be objective.

A fifth and final note: do not underestimate a man’s
interest in these so-called “womanly” matters. Mars hovers
awfully close to Venus when it comes to gossip. Ladies, the
next time you think you are sitting around the coffee table,
innocently chatting with your girlfriends and you whisper
something in your friend’s ear, make sure to look over your
shoulder. Do not be at all surprised to see a man sitting right
behind you, pretending to be lingering his own world of beer
and Fantasy Football, while in actuality, he is engraining your
every word into his brain. Our very own fathers,
grandfathers, brothers, sons, uncles—you name it—do not
hesitate, with their simple minds (only kidding), to let each
other in on what they overheard last night when the lady of
the house was on the phone. And you might not notice it, but
men will discreetly ask questions to get you to run your mouth
so they can figure out and piece together the rumor for
themselves. Then, they will complain that you talk too much.
Men are actually quite tactful when it comes to snooping
around; one talkative male who I know never reveals where
his information originates, because as he puts it, “If I told
people my sources, I wouldn’t have any.” Simply beware;
what is being spoken about in the gym locker room or at a
poker game could be just as bad as what a woman would say,
but we females, naively, would never suspect it.

Ladies and gentlemen, people talk. None of us is perfect.
Poor Mrs. X, whose only crime was not dropping $5,000
during that particular visit to Ralph Lauren, probably because
she didn’t see anything she liked, would, only days later,
become the target of vicious lies. And for what? Because we,
for whatever reason, love to entertain ourselves by being nosy
and linking tidbits of fact and fiction together to create
fantastical tales. We all have it in us; it is our acceptance of
the responsibility to suppress our craving to be in the
spotlight, our duty to determine what we should and shouldn’t
know, and of that knowledge, what we should and shouldn’t
reveal, that is the true challenge. Any single, tiny seed that a
person plants could one day grow into the world’s tallest tree.
Moreover, just because you hear something and you figure
that your words don’t have any power, think again; peoples’
personal information does not become the public domain just
because you accidentally found out about it. If you don’t see
it within yourself to give up talking about other people, as
most of us don’t, then you can start off by simply giving them
the benefit of the doubt.
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The Publication of “Megillah” is made
possible by the generous contributions of our
supporters.

Megillah would like to thank all of those who
responded to our request in the past issues by
sending in their contributions. The names of
contributors appear below in alphabetical
order within each category. Contributions of
$50 or more will be recognized for one year in
Megillah.
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Bighip@Ruebhigs.cem

Light up t-shirts are taking the world by storm !!!!

Great giveaway for bar/bat mitzvahs, clubs, restaurant staff,
company logos or any other kind of promotions and advertisements.

The light up t-shirts have several flashing sequences and sound activated censor.
The panel flashes up & down with beat of music.

WE CAN MAKE YOUR T-SHIRT WITH ANY DESIGN, LOGO OR NAME. JUST
SEND US YOUR ARTWORK.

Lots of designs to choose from.

The t-shirts are run with AAA , AA batteries.
Completely safe and washable.

Visit us at www.lightuptshirt.com or call Behyar 1-800-793-2623
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SASSAN RASTEGAR D.D.S.

Cosmetic & General Dentistry

)@) glﬂlﬂ }::é

S gl

V

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

E ORI SN JUREL 1« A OYLS 3 9 Jlbl K5 wlais o
< W Sl slow 3 ST ek> g Olosd @50 (T gy 31 (S 05 9k o
f I SO L S P Gyl — JBI™ D9y - 0o g e
< @I O dudw (cobw 2) o O 9y e
< ~ R T ERI LD)
E S il (S gwil§9! Jgud 5 oo § el (Slgilns o
< PERCET LT T | KU g JUb 9 ol  cguan Slgilais o
f ) OIS O3 3y 9 Sl e
<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

<

Jalrgosgoy)mllgou»w R g Al SlEINd o @
ol 0818 &Ky

IMPLANTS <G 58 Olis cpils

S S s dow Jgud
S i b

www.manhattancosmeti cdentist.com

o b T ey
340 MadisonAve, Suite4 B 11 Wooleys Lane

(between 43rd & 44th St.) Suite B
New York, N.Y. 10017 Great Neck, N.Y. 11023

(212) 692-9090 (516) 829-4948
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

Yorh cwST OVSA ol 1 1Y o leds Ko

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV\J



QO wiilgs sl 4ol Hlw 3

sl 518 6,08 L bl sl asles gl
o5 ezl slacl a5 cusls s s b uien
L oaobs LesT aislue o3l b «dole n b
5 i GiT m on Alacs ol )3 o8,
Aibly G oedioen

00,5 izl balw gua e S Olg—n
Olg—e (o)l Bls a8 3o 7 5he 1) Sloloiday
Db anils 1) 655 e ezl Olad> s oab

i 35 a3lsl anols Loliwll &5 5l b o )
A dgie g CilSe el slael O cozga
Blasl aslS 5 B ol Oligas cule,
5| i plol 31 395 ezl sliael 457l o3l
Al osges JB ails Slglas

d95 i Gl ) Lo aisdS )5 65,8 a5l ol "loges Y
ol Olesgs la Lhgs @Bge )5 Lo &5 sgdce ol 5l Bla 03,5 e
Gl 5 pal cpullome 05,5 Kzs8 s et oS 2B 1L
salst p3a pyac 5l b pazl 0lillsr codas bl Jlxs
Ol o 9 35, 043k |y ad 38 slpplus iz )b SOl a8
o=zl slacl 55 5,50 cpl Ho S o Ghde 05,5 S8 A r:l.)..“el
bl pakley 1l

:J&,&:Mogﬁgsc\gwgﬁ sl i ezl B ,b 51 -Y

CEPr OT))OLA.Q/O)—‘BO” 5l S 4 s Sla il
Sl 9 il oad eolatwl (zas3r Sl o) auS )l sl 9 Sl ends
D95 gy sua o 138 9 Bl 0aiS s 8 5l Oblegas

il azslos 1y Jsl og 8 Iyl 51 (Ko a8 3Ll sl cpier s
Loasl ,e 00 Sl G Olegas slaws s

b 4l azdls 0455 i)

P9 gy ey 132

(3 (o1 g3 5L iz Ololoo 3l oy sshy ozl
9 S 5)losg3 Llaa g 5l Jbo g3 oy &I ,S0 45 &5 salgse
Sl a8 wges ) o ) Eaoge cpl (>

4s 9 0ab Al (o g5 )l pulle Sl g9 cpl Sl sl b
b salys Lol (dlly (pgee £95

235 Sl ol 45 335 S5 i el oailys 4 sl Ko
ot sl hey 45 il b 5o b Js dnbles oMl s Sl
Hloads s Sglhaol pog Cxge g 33l 6395 S 09 b oMl

ol Juus sl 48,0 9 ol (S35 59557 b

Lgaxs cliaal

M8k & sl <MLs

ade o3l Al cand oo Al 4l b
0351 g pin Agad Lo Aoy )3 Gullns 900
O Lol S alS y jri (A e
03,5 K28 cux oo 1) Sl oleliiaw
Al s ol 4 b o wilesges o 5he Gullone
03 03y (sigal 3 4y 595 Jus b9 0ol 0ols
=S Js 4 0T 4 o 2 les Ol 5l o
o has ol £9290 OLlgz m Lo 2ol
ipby comdga ol )d sl 0003 5 5g) o
s p—l)l;\if S 1) al)og) & cunle dea
b 0T s pme 0lo ity Yl £33 3l 2> Sl ol
[,,.“...f Olgie

Ngey adsl O sla SIS 9 1K 0T 4y 295 2l 5l any
2 9 iz 9 o) u> Olajen 9 SouG 4 po 0 bo (Sanly s
oL, o)L by opl 1o &5 T o 5 (698 i Jl i (o>
Sy olics O, K a1y codbge ool ails aw b3 B9,
OS5 Jegil 9 45 0,5 Sa9 a5 LI cpl 6l oly o5 Ol
03,5 Lo iogn 4ea Sl g et Slialgr 5 ol Sl eolatul i
ST 5 s sl "1 Sl b 2 45 5 1 llone
s, a Yo e 1SS sl 02l Siloy e )Y Ogidis 0ol
It SO sl

=9 S s Olislas 4 plicsws 48 Sl Ol ol )
adgd 9 52,8 9 (Sl ply o8 4 asley e Al Sl aulys e
00 & o8 (Juw b 1) 395 g0 9 axdliS gl oy 5 b sl 1o b
asls &K &

G3ladl byl ;i 03,38 oo dilae (ol £9,5 51 b YO 1 i
Lol s gt Jous @ s a5 b g 33,800 5 S Jla Jo
23 b3 5 sla)ll slow aane == 48 s G 0dim)
Wz 4 has @iawey S, 5asl ) P aass sla as,
s ka4 213l 8l iy Olgr plaST ol s
6la s e zoUe 5Kl ol aaTys SILT 5 s sl (s,
slhe Oadsoy L 035k 3,20 s aal) ol sl s Jglace
b oo B (Ll 4 axal

ol Sl ool 035 1o )3 (655 0 ezl i 5,90 5 Ll g
Lo 555 po ool iyl )08 45 il azils s s sl o JSCi
Squaie a il oils o5 mee Lkl Ol 1 Olges 9 ol 3950
9 3o LS ) 555 L ;faﬁwﬂwwlmﬂis
s 1y aglsl Wb el el ey i s

Bomass 9 30l 00l 1y 595 inlasT Sl adiilos sl Jo ol

OYSA ol

Yo 9 o les YK



S 55 9 5 Wgd Iy yBo

o pda b

Tel: (516) 829-1990

&l Wl (6300 4ob g &5 Mol &3dlolzo Sk SWl S35 4abi g
4l Cuog Ky jgls ¢ bl Juli sl oIl sleis

€l 57 JoS5 o SIS 9 (SH9SKumn /4ali ol ¢ e bfiﬁ %‘ws‘wl
)qi.}'mgv_ﬂh)y" e Riradice

Syl o Sl O3, 390 ©

hMBQﬁ‘g&ghéléﬁﬁm&So 0 g 5é)l?5.é'~b§)5-0'°
5 g0 S g KT @ MO 9 SOt @

SOl Oog dilo ymo (OIS T 059l

DAVID POUR & ASSOCIATES, LLP
Attorneys At Law

David Eshagh Pour, ESQ.

Managing Partner

Estate Planning Real Estate Tax Planning
o Wills e Closing e |Legal Strategies for Self-owned, Family-
e Trusts & Estate e Leases owned Business, Real Estate Holding

e Family Limited Partnership e Landlord-Tenant e Income Shifting

e Commercial & Civil Litigation e 1031 Like Kind Exchanges
e Elder Law/ Medicare-Medicaid e Contracts/ Agreements

Free Consultation, Full Confidentiality
10 Cutter Mill Road, Suite 406
Great Neck, New York
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Sub Specialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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Medical School g 29
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Retina Group PC
1800-559-5594

www.RetinaGroupPC.com

Dr. Jeremy Chess Dr. David Haft Dr. Navid Hakimian

Westchester Center Bronx Center Long Island
6 Xavier Drive, Suite 710 2221 Boston Road 1915 New Hyde Park Road
Yonkers, NY 10704 Bronx, NY 10467 New Hyde Park, NY 11042

(914) 376-2273 (718) 798-3030 (516) 775-6641
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FARSHAD SHAFIZADEH M. D.
National Board Certified Urologist
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Diseases of the Prostate

Non Invasive, In-Office Treatment of
Enlarged Prostates using TUNA,
MICROWAVE, & LASER Technology

Men’s Sexual Health/Impotence

Urinary Incontinence in Both Men & Women

Kidney Stones — Laser & Shock Wave
Treatment

Vasectomy

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Two Convenient Locations:

Great Neck Office

#1 Barstow Rd., Suite P16
(516) 829-3669

Manhattan Office

461 Park Ave. South 5th Floor
New York, NY 10016
(212) 777-8566
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All probes & tweezers are sterilized.

Tel: (516) 551 8194

Located in Great Neck
By Appointment Only

www.aleya516.com
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Israel Bonds are the most valuable gift
we can give for any occasion
Support Israel - Buy Israel Bonds

DAVID BEN-GURION 1886-1973 1111712 T

212-446-5853 212-446-5876 :

www.israelbonds.com

Collect the Postage Stamps of the State of Israel
contact us for a catalog, special collector’ s books, and stamp issues.
Israel Philatelic Agency of North America
460 W. 34th Street, 10th floor, New York, New York 10001
Toll-free Phone: (800) 607-2799 e E-mail: ipana@igpc.net

» DANIEL F. SPITALNIC, EsQ.

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING

OF HIS LONG ISLAND OFFICE
SIX GRACE AVENUE, SUITE 202 *GREAT NECK, NY 11021
(516) 439-4001 + FAX: (516) 706-1558
DSPITALNIC@SPITALNICLAW.COM
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* WILLS & TRUSTS Sl 3 4ol Cweg
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ACCIDENTS /INJURIES-

bl e S0t uly

+ Automobile / Construction Accidents ¢
+ Slips & Falls » Dog Bites

—v— | Free Consultation | :—«—

e N

A=A O 0 9ke A=A

No Recovery-No Fee « In Hospital & Home Visits

(516) 354=34 54

300 Marcus Ave. Suite 2E7
Lake Success, NY 11042
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