Are You a Slave
to Your House?

Robert Bichoupan

I am told that this edition of Megillah focuses on materialism.
Materialism, as used in this article, refers to the insatiable need to
acquire more, bigger and better physical goods. This may seem an
odd subject for an attorney in Great Neck to discuss. However, I
may have a somewhat different perspective on the subject. By way
of background, I have been in this country longer than most in the
community. I was five years old when we immigrated around 1971.
At that time, there were few Persian, let alone Mashadi families here
and I quickly assimilated into much of American culture. In my
mind, I was American. My wife is American. Her values more
closely resembled mine. It took many years for me to embrace my
proud and rich Mashadi heritage.

I have been practicing law in Great Neck and Kings Point for
over eighteen years. Much of what I do involves real estate. Even
estate planning often involves transfer or modification of title to real
property. I probably have done over 15,000 closings, leases,
evictions and other real estate related matters and closed many
houses in affluent communities for purchasers who later come back
to ask me to help them sell those houses. In some unfortunate cases,
they come to me seeking advice as to a foreclosure or bankruptcy or
other distressed sale.

In more recent times, I have come to realize that there is a
dangerous trend in our community. This trend is only amplified by
friends and family with the best of intentions, it is not unique to the
Mashadi community, and can be observed in many recently affluent
settings. The trend is to acquire the largest and best house possible
beyond any reasonable expectation of the ability to afford the house.
My wife is, if nothing else, a very practical person. She has an
expression she likes to use: “being a slave to your house”. She has
used this expression since before we were married; it is a good one
for some members of our community.

Imagine buying a large house on a good street, moving in to all
the pomp and ceremony and congratulations. Imagine several years
later, living in that house without necessary furniture and without the
ability to make necessary repairs. Imagine working all day and night
to afford the house so as to avoid the embarrassment of public
knowledge that you really cannot afford the house. Imagine
reaching a point where a second mortgage is necessary to meet
obligations when you couldn’t even afford the first. Imagine
deciding how to pay all the credit card, utility, food, clothing, and
car bills on top of the mortgage. It often becomes an either/or
decision. Many are forced to delay or skip mortgage or tax
payments on the house, hoping for a miracle. Imagine falling behind
on those payments, being hit with late fees and penalties and perhaps
even a foreclosure. Then imagine selling the house with insufficient
time and tremendous financial pressure. The hope for a miracle
rarely arrives and the feared sale takes place for a far lower price
than needed.

Conventional wisdom may say to purchase the most house you
can or cannot afford while younger and you will find a way. If
things go wrong, family will help. What about when things keep
going wrong? How many times can you turn to “bank mom and
dad?” This is a sure recipe for losing quality of life; you have
become a slave to your house. Ironically, you are financially further
behind than if you bought a smaller, more reasonable house. Your
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extra income from all your hard work could have gone to savings,
investments and retirement accounts rather than to serve the house
payments.

I am told that, in Iran, people’s fortunes grew slowly and steadily
and not in dramatic surges as is more common here. People saved
until they had enough money to buy a house. Mortgages were less
prevalent. Now, we need to more fully understand the ramifications
of financing. Financing is a powerful tool. It allows you to buy
much more than otherwise possible, but the tradeoff is future interest
payments. You must commit future earnings for the present ability
to buy more. I am not suggesting that mortgages are bad, however,
when loans of 80% or 90% or more of the purchase price are used,
perhaps a moment to reflect on what you are doing would be helpful.
If you only have 10% or 20% of the purchase price, or if you will be
left with insufficient income to put aside a little extra money each
month after your cost of living, or if you need gifts from well
meaning parents to amass the 10% or 20% in the first place, then
there is a far greater chance that you will become a slave.

What about the parents? I know you only want the best for your
children, but I cannot emphasize enough the lack of wisdom of
posturing your child as having more income or assets than is actually
the case. Positioning a child for the best economic relationship is
simply foolish. Let’s call this “false materialism.”  False
materialism is bound to result in your child having a disappointed
and frustrated spouse who will feel deceived. The child may feel
embarrassed if unable to meet the false picture painted by the parent.
In part, the often lamented low marriage rate in the community is
due in part to this false materialism. Perhaps the emphasis is on the
wrong attributes.

It occurs to me that what has happened in the last two years
should serve as a wake up call. Maybe it is time to take stock as to
what a person really can afford and make a voluntary hard decision
now to take a loss and avoid an involuntary larger loss later. The
likelihood of house values bouncing back any time soon is low.
There is no shame in moving into a smaller home or apartment so as
not to need help from friends and family. There is no shame in
being prudent and saving for tomorrow without being a slave to your
house.

On the other hand, properties have substantially reduced in value
and interest rates are at an all time low. For those who can afford to
buy a house, now is the time. In making the decision, it is best to
shut your ears to those who wish to pat you on the back and to
congratulate you on your good fortune for just a moment. You are
not best served by listening to those who stand to gain from your
home purchase. Perhaps you should do what you should have done
all along and simply take stock of your income and assets. Do not
buy a house that will cost you more than you can comfortably afford
and fall into this materialistic trap. Then, in five or ten years, you
will buy that ultimate dream house which costs more than you can
afford today and still have something left for a rainy day. Of course,
the alternative is to continue business as usual: to deceive friends
and family, future spouses, banks, mortgage brokers, and to deceive
yourself. What I have learned, looking back at such innocent
deceptions, is the person who usually gets the most hurt by the
deception is you.
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Looking for a new car to lease or buy?
Tired of false promises from your dealer
or being charged unexpected fees at signing?

Call the name you know and trust.

'SIMON GHASSABIAN

at Leasing Direct k

TS 1 b B o Condle dalgSue T
oo Lo 4y Lalizeo QL9 B 47 o ls S g s £955 51 LT
Tl 0 i WiSae o Lot 41 318313 (Slinol plids 45” (51 0 o mé - sbre 8
218 Olalo! 91 ) 45 (ST 0kilg B fuhdS” 4x 1 0 Olaledd Ogoum 4

Leasing Direct sells and leases all types of cars. We
guarantee a very friendly and honest service
at the best price. We mean what we say.
NO SURPRISES AT SIGNING. Shop
Around and save the best for last.

Call or email me

Simon Ghassabian

516-660-9171

simon@|easingdirectny.com
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Central Board Report

February 2009 — June 2009

Ephraim Aminoff

Party Guidelines

Because of these difficult financial times, the Parties
Committee of the Central Board felt that that the time was right to
issue guidelines relating to large, expensive, and unnecessary
parties. These guidelines were formulated after three town
meetings, a community-wide survey, and hours of discussion.

The vast majority of our community approved the “no gifts”
policy (except for weddings) and so far, our community has kept
within the guidelines. The Parties Committee will continue to
monitor the situation and is always open to new suggestions.

The success of these guidelines is wholly dependent on the
goodwill, selflessness, and cooperation of members of our
community, as we obviously do not want to and indeed cannot
“police” the community.

Volunteerism

At the last Central Board election, there were only seventeen
candidates. The Sisterhood could not even hold an election and
the MYC needs more active members. What is the reason for
this? This is one of the main problems that the Central Board is
currently addressing and will hopefully arrive at some possible
solutions.

Invited Guests to Central Board Meetings

The Central Board decided to periodically invite
representatives of various special interest groups from the
community to discuss their needs and aspirations at the board
meetings. Among those groups that have recently done so
include:

1. Angel Fund Committee
Talmud Torah Committee
Social Services Committee (specifically Rehab Centers)
Restitution Committee (for land in Iran)
YMIC
Shaare Tova Board representatives

7. Security Committee

The Central Board has found this to be an extremely useful
sounding board to enable the board to formulate its policy and
give assistance where necessary.

S wb

Shuk Shalom

Over 1,000 people attended our 2™ Annual Shuk, celebrating
Israel’s independence. More than twenty vendors selling Israeli
products helped us to make a profit of about $5000.

AIPAC
With the support of the Central Board, and through the efforts
of Mehran Hakimian, over 150 community members attended this

year’s AIPAC Policy Conference. One of the key speakers at the
three-day event was Israeli President Shimon Peres. Over 6,000
people from around the world attended and had the opportunity to
meet many US Senators, Congressmen, and dignitaries.

Israel Day Parade

This year’s event was extremely successful. It was well
attended (four buses) despite its clashing with the Las Vegas
show. This year was particularly well organized thanks to the
many volunteers.

Kavods

The summer months are always slow for collecting pledges.
Due to the recession, this year is expected to be particularly
difficult. Nevertheless, the community expenses do not “slow
down.” We ask the community members to appreciate all the
different services which are provided for them at our two centers
and then to please make a special effort to pay your Kavods
before you leave for your summer vacation. We thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Restitution of Land in Iran
In coordination with other interested Iranian groups, we are
actively pursuing this by documenting all claims.

Nursing Home at Highfield Gardens

Thanks mainly to the efforts of Esther Hakimian
(Mortezazadeh), the UMJCA now has a special affiliation
program with Highfield Gardens Care Center (opposite North
Shore Hospital). Among the benefits of this center are: Farsi
speaking staff, Persian kosher meal program, Iranian TV, and
keeping Iranians on the same floor as much as possible.

Global Mashadi Jewish Federation

This Federation and its first ever conference which will be
held on July 6", 2009 at the Sheraton Jerusalem Plaza Hotel is
being organized by volunteer Mashadis from around the world,
and is open to all Mashadi Jews from Isracl, U.S.A., Italy,
England, and Germany. So far, over fifty members of various
boards, and other interested individuals have confirmed
attendance to this historic conference.

During one of the Central Board meetings, the Global
Mashadi Jewish Federation’s purpose and mission was addressed
and discussed. It was unanimously voted to support this new
Federation and its cause. For more details, please see the one
page interview with Bahman Kamali further on in this
publication.
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Mashadi Jewish Center

Mark Karimzadeh

Social Hall Counters

We were happy to complete the installation of two counters
in the Social Hall, placed on either side of the kitchen entrance.
Each counter has a marble top, used to serve both hot and cold
drinks. The counters also incorporate a trash can for easy
disposal of trash, and have enough space underneath for the
storage of tables which are used for events that take place in the
Social Hall. There is also additional shelf storage space that can
be used for our Senior Club program. We would like to
acknowledge Mrs. Tamara Zar and Sons, who fully sponsored
and donated for these two beautiful counters.

Broken Fence Repaired

It came to our attention that part of the perimeter fence of the
parking lot had been broken, and the gap was being used by
some people as a shortcut when they were coming to, or going
from, the Synagogue. This fence area has now been repaired. The
Synagogue Board urges all those who come to pray here to
respect the village laws, and respect our neighbors, and not create
openings in our perimeter fence, and not to walk through any of
the neighbor’s houses as a way to get to the Synagogue.

Summer Dress Code

During the warm summer months, it seems that people wish
to dress much lighter than usual. However, the usual dress codes
of the Synagogue continue to be in place, and we kindly request
that ladies especially dress in the proper manner when coming to
services at the Synagogue, and that men are to wear a Kippa at
all times when inside the Synagogue building.

Keep our Kanissa Clean!

Following the recent addition of several garbage cans
throughout the building, we can report that there has been much
less wayward trash on the floors throughout the building.
Wherever you may be in the Synagogue, you will not be more
than a few steps away from a garbage can! We must continue to
request from everyone coming to the Synagogue not to throw
trash around on the floors, just as they would not do so in their
own homes. This way, not only do we want to see everyone from
young to old disposing of their trash responsibly, it will also help
to reduce our cleaning costs tremendously. Keep Our Kanissa
Clean!

Pesach Cleaning

We would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all
of those people, especially the team of ladies, and the many
youth, who spent many hours to help get the Synagogue clean for
Pesach.

Sdhaarg dhalom dynagogug Report

Renting of the Social Hall

Our Social Hall is available for rent for various events, both
communal and private. If you wish to rent the Social Hall for
your function, please do so well in advance, and reserve the
space with the office. We can only rent the Social Hall on a first
come-first serve basis.

Youth Gym Minyan

After serving as the Director for our youth in the Gym
Minyan for some time, Mr. Evan Kohanian has moved on to his
new position of chazzan. We would like to thank Evan for all of
his work in leading our youth, and making the minyan a success,
and we wish him the best of luck in all of his future endeavors.

M&M Club

Some of the leaders of the M&M club and also the Torah
Squad will also be leaving us. We would like to thank Sharona
(daughter of Rachel and Robert Hakimian), Daniel (son of Esther
and Bernard Livi), Ariel (son of Marina and George Dilamani),
and Yoel (son of Suzy and Farshid Liviem), for all of their hard
work, and on doing such an excellent job with the kids week
after week on every Shabbat, which they all undertook on a
voluntary basis. We wish them all the best of luck in all of their
future endeavors.

Volunteers Needed

In our Synagogue, we have hundreds of Tzizit that are used
by the men and boys on a daily and weekly basis at all the
services throughout the building. From time to time, some of the
petillot, or fringes, of many of these may tear or in some other
way make the Tzizit unkosher to use. We would like to ask
anyone who knows how to bind these petillot to the tzitzit to
volunteer to help us repair the petillot on all the tzitziot that have
a torn or missing fringe. If you would like to take part in this
important mitzvah, please contact any Synagogue Board member
by calling the Synagogue office, or sending an email to
shaareshalom@googlegroups.com.

Shirni, Shira, and Cooked food

Once again, we would like to remind all community members
who are celebrating a shira at the Synagogue, that all candies
must be purchased at an approved vendor, and brought to the
Synagogue before Shabbat has begun. No shirni’s are to be given
out to others during the synagogue service, and must only be
given out at the end of the service. No cooked food may be
brought into the Synagogue for any occasion, by anyone. Only a
caterer, who has been hired for a specific event, is authorized to
bring cooked food into the Synagogue.
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YOUNG MASHADI JEWISH CENTER
YMJC Board Report

Mehran Etessami and Jonathan Hezghia

e @130 — 10 Week Youth Center Program

@130, the new youth lounge created for all college age and
above singles that started in January, had a very successful ten
week program. This program took place on Sunday nights at
Young Mashadi Jewish Center with food, activities, and
entertainment, and was very well received by the youth.

The YMIC Board thanks all the volunteers of the Youth
Center Committee for their dedicated efforts that made this great
program possible.

o Kanissa Points Program

As part of the Shabbat Children’s program at YMJC, children
who attend and participate in Shabbat services on Friday
evenings, and by 9:30 A.M. on Shabbat mornings receive
Kanissa Points tickets, which they can accumulate and exchange
for gifts and prizes.

o Welcoming of Newlywed Couples

Over the past few and the upcoming months, many newlywed
couples have been and will be invited to join the main Shabbat
minyan at YMJC and be officially welcomed and congratulated
by Rabbi Bitton and the gabbayim of the Minyan.

o New Parochet

A new beautiful Parochet, with a Jerusalem theme, was
donated by Mr. and Mrs. David and Leah Yaghoubi, and
installed at the Main Minyan at YMJC. The Parochet was
handcrafted in Israel. We thank Mr. and Mrs. Yaghoubi for their
gift.
¢ Vending Machines

Vending machines, with kosher drinks and snacks were
installed on the lower level for the convenience of the users of
the Center.

e YMJC — Other News and Activities:

» Summer Camps: Several summer camps for various age
groups will be operating at YMJC this Summer.

» Internships Available: YMIC is looking for student
interns with an opportunity to help the community and
gain valuable experience with community work.

» Father & Son Torah Readings: Many fathers and their
young sons have learned a segment of the weekly Torah
portion and read from the Torah on the same Shabbat. For
more information, contact the YMJC Office.

» Healthier Shabbat Kiddush Tables: The Security and
Health Committee helped organize to have healthier food
options available at the Shabbat Kiddush tables.

» Mirrors were installed in the Cafeteria to serve the
needs of dance, yoga, and other types of classes held there.

» Purim party II: For the second year, a Saturday evening
Purim party for couples was held on March 7th.

o Ladies Circle

The YMIJC Ladies Circle continued to be active, planning and
preparing a great warm Kiddush table for both Minyans at YMJC
each Shabbat.

On May 5th, the Ladies Circle hosted another very successful
Gourmet Kosher Cooking Class. The guest chef of the evening
was Susie Fishbein, world famous chef and best-selling author of
the Kosher By Design series of cookbooks.

A sold-out group of community ladies attended the event.
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Jouth Committee
Report

Nabila Levian

MYC Update

The MYC team has been doing very well. We are preparing
for our last few events as we will soon be nearing the end to an
extremely successful three-year term. It has not been easy to
keep our team motivated after these few very long years, but I
am confident that the MYC team will pull through until election
time in November 2009.

Religion & Heritage Subcommittee

MYC Learn It Up Chanukah Toy Drive

On Wednesday night, December 10th the MYC managed to
raise close to $500 with only a single night’s notice to the youth
attendees. The money was raised to buy Chanukah gifts for
orphans residing at Tifereth Shlomo Orphanage home in Israel.
This incredible mitzvah was done in the merit of a refua
shelemah for Rafael Ben Michal & Dalia Bat Sarviah. The MYC
would like to thank Daniel Mordechai for organizing the drive at
the ‘Learn it Up’ session, along with everyone who made any
kind of donation for the cause.

MYC Shabbat Getaway ‘09

Traditionally, the MYC holds weekend Shabbat getaways
every other year (once per term), however, this current MYC
term decided to break away from that tradition due to the
incredible success of our previous weekend Shabbat getaway in
the winter of 2008.

We broke our previous year’s record by taking 93 singles to
the Berkley Oceanfront Hotel in Asbury Park, New Jersey for the
weekend of February 13th-15th. We wupgraded our
accommodations to a much better hotel (just ask the attendees
from 2008) and we charged less than last year (even though the
economy was worse this year). The guy to girl ratio was
incredible as well, with 44 males, and 49 females between the
ages of 18-30.

It was a very successful, fun, and memorable event for
everyone. The weekend was filled with a lot of activities such as
“blind dating”, interesting conversations, board games, and
fantastic lecture forums. The weekend concluded with a very
funny and entertaining game show; the Mashadi version of “He’s
Just Not That Into You”.

In general, tons of memories were made, existing friendships
were strengthened and new bonds were made amongst the youth
who participated and attended the trip.

A list of memories from the trip can be found in this issue of
Megillah. The success of this weekend was a result of the hard
work, effort, and dedication of an incredible MYC team and the
following volunteers: Leon Hakimian, Steve Kohan, Nataly
Nadri, Mickey Karimzadeh, Daniel Mordechai, Lauren Nassimi,
Andy Bassaly, Matthew Zaroovabeli, Evan Kohanian, Sheina
Hakimi, Jasmine Dilmanian, and Carol Hadjibay. We would also

like to thank our lovely chaperones and friends of the youth; Mr.
and Mrs. Behnam and Angela Hakimian (Iranian) and Mr. and
Mrs. Ishay and Ruthy Ben-David. Additionally, our gratitude
goes out to Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef and Coty Bitton and their
family for attending, participating, and contributing a lot to the
weekend long event.

To the participants of the trip, we thank you for joining us
and we hope you had a great time, thanks for the memories.
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MYC Shabbat Getaway ’09- Reunion Dinner

As a result of the successful and memorable Shabbat
getaway, the MYC organized just one more Shabbat together,
exclusively for the participants and attendees of the Shabbat
getaway on Friday Night, March 13th at YMJC Synagogue.
Colorful invitations were printed and mailed to the home of each
participant asking them to attend the reunion.

Shop Delight Dinner and Dessert was served (free of charge)
as a token of the MYC’s appreciation. Over 80 participants from
the trip attended the reunion, as well as our beloved chaperones
and Rabbi and Mrs. Bitton and their families. Everyone enjoyed
a night of playing games, reminiscing memories and laughing
from stories from the weekend. The MYC would like to thank
Daniel Mordechai, Steve Kohan, Leon Hakimian, Carol
Hadjibay, Mehran Etessami, Mrs. Ruthy Ben David, Mrs. Angela
Hakimian (Iranian), Afshin Bassaleli, Mrs. Mitra Heskia, and
everyone else who helped organize the reunion dinner.

Most importantly, the MYC would like to thank the Central
Board of U.M.J.C.A. for sponsoring the entire reunion. They are
true symbols of mitzvah for all others.

If anyone else would like to also take part in the mitzvah of
helping the youth of our community get married through these
type of Shabbat dinners/lunches by making a donation or
sponsoring the meals, please contact Nabila Levian at (516) 503-
4503 or at Nabila@MY Cweb.com.

MTC Subcommittee

MTC Chanukah Laser Tag

On Saturday night, December 27th, which was also the
seventh night of Chanukah, the MTC in conjunction with SNL
put together a very memorable event for the teens of the
community.

Close to forty teenagers participated in a night of learning
with Rabbi Bitton at YMIJC, Chanukah candle lighting
ceremony; they were served three different kinds of filled
doughnuts, in addition to pizza and French fries.

Later, a bus took the teens to New Rock city, where everyone
enjoyed an hour of arcade games in addition to a session of laser
tag. Everyone enjoyed themselves and had a memorable night.
The MYC would like to give a very special thank you to Mrs.
Elena Hajibai for sponsoring a part of the dinner that evening.
The MY C would also like to thank Mrs. Behnaz Dilmanian, Adin
Levian, Leon Hakimian, Daniel Mordechai, Sheina Hakimi,
Michael Zar, and Mrs. Ester Livi for all of their help preparing
and chaperoning the teens that night.

MTC Ice Skating

On Saturday night, January 31st, the MTC presented its last
ice skating trip of the current term. Forty-five teenagers enjoyed
snacks, pizza, fries at YMJC before the bus took them to
Rockefeller Center for a very enjoyable night of ice skating. It
was a very successful event and therefore, the MYC would like
to thank Adin Levian, Leon Hakimian, Sheina Hakimi, Steve
Kohan, Mickey Karimzadeh, Evan Kohanian, Melody Zar, and
Michelle Sabzevari.

MTC Purim Bash

On Monday night, March 9th, the MTC thought of another
creative theme for its most popular party of the year. Over eighty
teenagers partied the night away at the “Scarlet” themed YMIC,
rocking their creative costumes, while dancing to the music of DJ
Josh Kamali. Everyone enjoyed the live sushi chef, bistro dinner,
and Chinese food. The winner of the $25 cash prize for the best
costume of the night went to Ariel “Minnie Mouse” Zabihi. It
was a very successful event thanks to the effort of Adin Levian,
Sheina Hakimi, Steve Kohan, Mickey Karimzadeh, Nataly Nadri,
Matthew Zaroovabeli, Lauren Nassimi, Daniel Mordechai,
Melody Nikfarjam, and Carol Hadjibay.
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Parties & Recreation Subcommittee
MYC NYE party @ “Lounge 130”

v/

On Wednesday night, December 3 1st, the MYC brought together
close to 200 people before midnight and close to 300 people after
midnight to party the night away at “Lounge 130”, YMJC.

Very long weeks of non-stop preparation, internal board mass
emails, phone calls, messages, BBMs, texts, any other existing
form of communication, and of course numerous in-person
meetings were held to provide a very successful and memorable
event for all.

We provided a heavy meat dinner, open bar, DJ, decorations,
and special lighting effects with two flat screen televisions to
help bring in the New Year. Everyone enjoyed themselves so
much that by 4 a.m., they still refused to leave! As always, the
MYC members who were present made sure that everyone got
home safe that evening.

The MYC would like to thank everyone who helped and were
involved, along with the guidance, advice, and expertise of the
Central Board and the YMJC board members who opened the
building to us.

MYC Purim Meshquarade ‘09

On Saturday
Night, March 14th,
the MYC held its most
anticipated party of
the year at YMJC. It
was a very nicely
decorated lounge
which set the mood
for an incredible
party, attended by
nearly 200 Mashadi
youth who dressed up
in the most creative of costumes in honor of Purim. The night
included the 3 Ds: Dairy Dinner, Dancing, and Drinks. The MYC
would also like to thank Matt Zaroovabeli, Steve Kohan, Nataly
Nadri, Daniel Mordechai, Mickey Karimzadeh, Lauren Nassimi,
Shana Hezghia, Sean Hakimi, Melody Nikfarjam, Carol
Hadjibay, DJ Jacomino, and everyone else who helped make this
a successful party.

Health & Fitness Subcommittee

MYC Blood Drive

On Sunday, March 22nd, the MYC held its bi-annual blood
drive at Shaare Shalom Synagogue from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. We
managed to break an all time high record by brining in 124
participants. It was indicated that 124 people were pricked, 109
bags were viable, and 15 bags were deferred (not viable). We
managed to save 545 lives thanks to those of you who donated
blood. Those who attended received very useful thermal bags as
a token of appreciation from the Bikur Cholim of Boro Park
Blood Drive Center in addition to a free Israeli spread of various
dishes and delights. The MYC would like to thank Maxine
Karmily, Adin Levian and Adam Sabzevari for supplying us with
red rubber bracelets and Tzedaka boxes from Magen David
Adom, which raised a few hundred dollars to be sent to Israel to
equip their ambulances, which are used to tend to the victims at
sights of terrorist attacks all over the Israel.

Unfortunately, this was the last blood drive of the current
MYC term, but we are confident that the next MYC board will
make sure to continue to save lives by holding these annual
blood drives.

The next MYC blood drive should be sometime in March
2010. Please help the MYC save more lives next time!

Upcoming Events
MYC End of Summer Bash Under The

Stars/Farewell to the MYC Board

On Saturday night, August 22nd, party "under the stars"
with the current MYC team for the very last time.

After three years of serving the youth with community events,
join the MYC for one last party and bid your farewell's to the
MYC team.

The party will be at an outdoor venue, with beverages of
sorts, music, and snacks. Price to be announced. (College Age
and Up) For more information contact Nabila Levian at
Nabila@mycweb.com or any of the MYC members (for the last
time).
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“A Clever Spider Builds the Best Web”

Professional, Custom Website Design & Development
Professional Jewelry Photography
Graphic Design
Secure Off-Site Backup
Web & Email Hosting
Merchant Processing Gateway
Brochures & Advertisements

Internet Marketing

747 Middle Neck Road - Suite 204, Great Neck, NY 11024
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IT'S TIME FOR A CHANGE!

Create a custom website for your business today

Whether used as an online catalog for your inventory, shopping cart for sei‘ling
product, or just information about your company, creating a website for yoﬁr
business can expand your reach to potential customers. |

With over 7 years experience in working with various industries, Clever Spidér \

has the knowledge to maximize your revenue through the internet.

WWW._SANTAFEPACKINGCOMPANY.COM

WWW.DIVADIAMONDS .NET
diva
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Beautiful
/> Diamond Rings

A Million Stars Above

Five Stars Below
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Copyrn © 2008 ToWaco. A Righes Resad.

WWW.75WALL.COM

Visit us online at Or call toll free

www.CleverSpider.com 1.877.Be.Clever (232.5383)
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Protect Your Name

Rabbi Yosef Bitton

The following is based on a speech by Rabbi Yosef Bitton on
Shabbat, June 7, 2009, at the Young Mashadi Jewish Center:

Parashat Naso, the longest Parasha of the year, deals with
many different Mitzvot. One of them is Sotah, which is about a
wife who is behaving in an unseemly and promiscuous manner,
raising reasons to suspect her of adultery. To erase any suspicion
and clear the name of a woman that did not cross any red line,
the Torah commands her to undergo a process which eventually
ends with blessings for her and a means to restore Shalom Bayit
(peace in the home).

A second Mitzvah of our Parasha is Nazir (the Nazirite). A
Nazir is a person who takes a vow to deprive himself from
cutting his hair, from being exposed to dead bodies, or a
cemetery, and, especially, from drinking any wine. The Nazir
accepts this for a period of time, usually a month. The Torah
also forbids him from eating grapes, or from even passing
through a vineyard. The preventive measures are meant to save
him from the temptation of wine consumption.

Our rabbis raise two questions about this Parasha: Why were
the Mitzvot of Sotah and Nazir placed next to each other? There
seems to be no relation between the two subjects. It is
understandable that a Nazir cannot drink wine, but why does the
Torah add so many other restrictions and preventive measures?

The subjects of the Sotah and the Nazir are placed next to
each other to teach us a great lesson. Sometimes we do silly
things; we take actions that might ruin our names, our
reputations, or even our lives. Upon seeing the disgrace of the
Sotah, and how her promiscuity (that is assumed to be caused by
overdrinking) brought her to that situation, a man would see a
Sotah in disgrace and decide to take a vow and become a Nazir.

Many times, when we are young we do irresponsible things:
we behave in a crazy way, or we drink until we get very drunk,
even in front of our friends. I want to tell you how much this
kind of behavior affects your image, especially in the long term.

As you know, I’'m very much involved in the Shidukhim
issues, and, quite often, when I recommend a boy to a girl or vice
versa [ get the following response: “Yes, Rabbi, he is a
wonderful boy, but you know I have seen him in very
unconformable situations. I want a guy that will be an example
for our children...” or “That’s a good girl to hang out with, but
not to get married to...”

Drinking has become unfortunately acceptable. Kids, our
kids, are shy by nature and drinking lowers their natural
inhibitors (serotonin), empowering the shyest kid to dance like
crazy on the stage, ask out the wrong girl or have the courage to
take an ecstasy pill on Saturday night and party until Sunday
morning.  Drinking has also become commonplace at house
parties. Even when the parents of a teenage boy or girl are in the
premises, they do not normally supervise the basement where the
kids bring Vodka in water bottles. (By the way, parents should
know that there is a new law in New York State. If your son or
daughter throws a party at your house and an underage kid gets
drunk in you are liable, and if the police find out, you could be
responsible for any damages, or even go to jail for it.)

From the Pesk
of Rabbi Bitton

At the end of the day, what is at stake here is your good
name. We must be wise, like the Nazir who saw what happened
to the Sotah and didn’t wait to learn from his own mistakes.
Sometimes, a mistake of this nature and the damage to your
name cannot be repaired.

What to do to not succumb to peer pressure? Well, the Torah
is giving us some good advice with the example of a Nazir:
prevention. That is the key. Do not bring yourself to situations
where you know you will be tempted, or pressured by your peers
to drink. Choose your friends wisely, and be selective about
which parties and places you go to.

As for Saturday nights, guys always tell me the same thing:
“For marriage, I’m looking for a SN-Stay-at-home-girl, not for a
disco girl.”

By avoiding what you think is a harmless hookah, smoke, or
drink, you will probably avoid the temptation of the next step.
Do not forget: almost no one goes from zero to heavy duty
addiction in one step. Prevention is the key.

Now a few words for parents:

Parents are very scared, but they don’t know what to do with
their children’s drinking problems. One community mother told
me, “Our youth is drowning in alcohol.” I’'m not sure if this is
true, but some parents have this perception. Parents repeatedly
complain to me about unsupervised Miami getaways, the scary
facts of prom parties, the phony IDs, and kids being taken to
emergency rooms to have their stomachs pumped. Many parents
have a feeling of helplessness because they cannot compete with
their kids’ friends and peers in influencing their childrens’
behavior.

Unfortunately, I don’t have the perfect solution for this
problem. But here are some good guidelines: Your teenage son
or daughter listens to you even when you don’t think they are
paying attention to what you say. Build or rebuild your
relationship with him or her. When parents come to me for
advice about discipline and getting their son on the right track,
my first question to them is: how is your relationship with your
son? When was the last time you spent some quality time,
together? There is no possibility of imposing discipline without
influence and there is no influence without a relationship. Also,
supervise with whom they go out, be awake when they come
back, don’t be afraid to ask about their friends. Talk to his or her
friends’ parents and try to develop a common strategy. But
again, all of this will not make sense if there is a break in the
relationship. Have dinner with your kids as many nights as you
can. One more idea, which is the most powerful one I can offer
you, is: take your son or daughter to a solo dinner. Don’t preach;
listen, communicate, laugh, compliment; enjoy each other’s
company.

Rabbi Bitton offers our community members strictly confidential
parenting counseling in the privacy of his office or his home.
Call or text: 516-382-4447 or email: rabbibitton@gmail.com.
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Mazal Tovu

Births

Jacob Shmuel, son of Daniel and Tiffany (Namdar) Splitalnic
Deagan, son of Brian and Tiffany Hakimian

Yonah David, son of Avner and Ilene Levy

Brady Cole Yehoshua, son of Igal and Caroline Namdar
Julien Yaacov, son of Kevin and Stacey Gorjian
Benjamin Josef, son of Mehrdad and Sarit Ebrani
Zachary Aaron, son of Eli and Farnaz Edalati

Noah, son of Iwan and Sharon Nassimi

Gabriel Guy and Ethan Emanuel, twin sons of Jacob and Monika
Anavim

Jacob Mikael, son of Daniel and Sepi Koren

Menashe Mordechai, son of Daniel and Abby Basalely
Ben Zion, son of Emmanuel and Chana Kashi

Natanel, son of Danny and Yvette (Kohanim) Yomtobian
Ilai, son of Yoel and Keren Deil

Natanel Reuven, son of Robert and Leora Nissim

Joel, son of Eli and Sanaz Kashi

Eyal David, son of Jacob and Anell Hakimian

Noa Sara, daughter of Nati and Dalia Loloi

Malka, daughter of Kenny and Adina Kalatizadeh
Lauren, daughter of Richard and Reout Nassimi

Emma Michal, daughter of Hekmat and Julie Namdar
Sofia Rachel, daughter of Shlomo and Moran Hematian
Kaitlyn Rebecca, daughter of Farhad and Marina Hakimi
Noa, daughter of Aram and Orna Bakhshi

Sigal Lea, daughter of Hertzel and Miriam Hakimi
Alyssa Tova, daughter of Shawn and Adina Hakimian
Temima Rachel, daughter of Sammy and Jasmin Livian
Dylan, daughter of Sharokh and Cheri Haghighat

Sivan Malka, daughter of Mickey and Shadi Nassimiha
Megan, daughter of Rodney and Shadi Hakimian
Daughter of Peyman and Rachel Hakimi

Ahuva, daughter of Rabbi Ramy and Esther Agadi

Batya Dina, daughter of Andy and Dorita Kalatizadeh
Rachel Sofia, daughter of Davide and Stefanie Roubini
Mia, daughter of Guy and Jamie Simchayoff

Naomi, daughter of Edwin and Ronit Livian

Daughter of Farshid and Nurit Livian

Daughter of Gadi and Orit Edalati

Bar-Mitzvahs

Yitzhak, son of Behzad and Haya Nematnejad
Eliyahu, son of David and Ghila Ebrani

Gavriel, son of Majid (z’1) and Monika Zarovabeli
Ithamar Moshe, son of Issac & Katrine Kashi

Itai, son of Allen and Mojdeh Hakimian

David Shlomo, son of William and Dalia Dilamani

Engagements

Michael (Michi) Roubini and Stephanie Zar
Justin Hakimian and Nataly Nadri

Allon Yaghoubi and Lauren Nassimi
David Bitton and Keren Meguid

Mishel Ebrahami and Adeline Dil

Emil Kalatizadeh and Dalya Sachmechian
Kambiz Dadfarin and Gisou Hariri

Ramin Abdolahzadeh and Betti Hakimian
David Sianes and Regina Hakimian

Evan Hakimi and Nicole Rahmanan
Arash Dilmanian and Jessica Nassimi
Moshe Enayatian and Stephanie Tabo
Farzad Zar and Orit Dilmanian

Fariborz Hakimian and Dalida Namdar
Tony Aziz and Stephanie Nematzadeh

Weddings

Nader and Sanam Kashanian
Ilan and Talia Zabihi

Joseph and Jasmine Kashimallak
Eddie and Jessica Aziz

Robert and Desiree Hakim
Bobby and Melanie Hematian
Sion and Miranda (Soleimanian) Shamsian
Michael and Vanessa Livi

David and Elana Aminoff
Ronnie and Carolyn Ebrani
Michael and Dora Hakimi

Nikki and Nadine Hakimian

Dr. Mahyar and Shara Eidgah
Emil and Dalya Kalatizadeh
Joshua and Jennifer Zaboulani
Rodney and Jocelyn Kamali
Michael and Sadie Hakimian

Pictures

Left page, clockwise from top left:

Nader and Sanam Kashanian, David and Dafna (Asher)
Goldman, Joseph and Jasmine Kashimallak, Eddie and
Jessica Aziz, Michael and Dora Hakimi, David and Elana
Aminoff, Rodney and Jocelyn Kamali, Nikki and Nadine
Hakimian

Right page, clockwise from top left:

Joshua and Jennifer Zaboulani, Robert and Desiree Hakim,
Ilan and Talia Zabihi, Michael and Vanessa Livi, Ronnie and
Carolyn Ebrani, Sion and Miranda Shamsian, Michael and
Sadie Hakimian, Emil and Dalya Kalatizadeh, Bobby and
Melanie Hematian

Megillah, Number 93, 15

Tammuz 5769, July 2009



Tammuz 5769, July 2009

16

Megillah, Number 93,



Megillah, Number 93, 17 Tammuz 5769, July 2009



Record Number of Mashadis Attend
AIPAC Policy Conference

Mehran Etessami
Photographs by Mickey Karimzadeh

Over 150 delegates from the Mashadi Jewish Community
traveled to Washington, D.C. to take part in this year’s AIPAC
Policy Conference, which took place from May 2 to 5, 2009.

Mashadi Community members have been attending this
annual conference for years, but this year’s participation was
extra-ordinary, and several times the size of previous records.
These delegates comprised a solid majority of all delegates from
Long Island, New York.

For more than half a century, the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) has worked to help make Israel
more secure by ensuring that American support for Israel
remains strong. AIPAC started as a small pro-Israel lobbying
group in the 1950s, and has grown into a 100,000-member
national grassroots movement described by The New York
Times as "the most important organization affecting America's
relationship with Israel."

This year’s Policy Conference was very heavily focused on
the issue of Iran’s dangerous pursuit of nuclear weapons and
support for terrorism. Many of the main speakers, including
Israel’s new Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, who spoke
via satellite, President Shimon Peres, U.S. Vice President Joe
Biden, and many leaders of the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives, spoke about the dangers of Iran’s nuclear
program.

\

One highlight of the conference was the Gala Dinner on
Sunday night, which was attended by over 6,000 activists, in
addition to many guests and dignitaries as well as a majority of
U.S. Senators and hundreds of Congressmen.

Mr. Mehran Hakimian, who very actively recruited Mashadi
Community members for this year’s Conference, and was largely
responsible for the high level of attendance from our community,
commented that being at the conference “made him appreciate
the miracle of Israel’s existence and survival.” He said, “when
you see the great amount of support of U.S. Senators and
Congressmen, you cannot help but be in awe, and be reminded of
the great miracle of the re-birth of the State of Israel.”

Some Mashadi delegates also had time for some
sightseeing, including a tour of the U.S. Capitol Building.
Attending the Conference is not only inspirational, but is
also quite educational, with many fascinating sessions
available during the first two days conducted by expert
speakers about a variety of topics.

The Conference came to a close on May 5, with
thousands of delegates trekking to Capitol Hill for lobbying
meetings with their members of Congress. Following
rousing speeches by Vice President Joe Biden and Senator
John Kerry, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee,
delegates met with their elected officials to lobby for Israel.
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Persian Restaurant

Glatt Kosher
Under the strict Supervision of ﬁ

Vaad Harabonim of Queens
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Special Menu for Lunch:

Assorted Sandwiches +
Soup, French Fries or Salad & Soda

onLy $8.95 ...

Take Out

Catering for all Occasions
Bat/Bar Mitzvahs, Engagement &
all other Parties

37 Cutter Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11021
Phone (516) 487-4455

Fax (516) 487-7739

www.chatanoogaglatt.com
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Global Mashadi Jewish Federation

An Interview with Bahman Kamali

On July 6™ 2009, the newly-formed Global Mashadi Jewish Federation will
officially be launched at its first-ever conference to be held in Jerusalem. The
organization is the brainchild of Mr. Bahman Kamali, who presented this
unifving idea to various members of Mashadi communities around the world and
has organized its first conference to be held this summer.
leaders of many Mashadi Jewish communities worldwide, from Israel to America
Megillah conducted the
following interview with Mr. Bahman Kamali about the purpose and goals of this

to Europe, will participate in the full-day conference.

Federation:

Megillah: Thank you Mr. Kamali for agreeing to answer
these questions. What is the Global Mashadi Jewish
Federation about?

The Global Mashadi Jewish Federation was created with the
intention of connecting all Mashadi boards, minyans, committees
and organizations worldwide while aiming towards their
common goals and ensuring the long term survival of not only
our Mashadi community, but Judaism at large.

Megillah: What was your inspiration for starting it?

While travelling in Israel, 1 visited two historic Mashadi
synagogues in Jerusalem, which were built between 1900 and
1907. These were the first two Mashadi synagogues built outside
of Iran and are now classified as landmarks. After witnessing
such an important piece of Mashadi history and consequently
learning that there are many other Mashadi synagogues in Israel,
I was inspired to create a network that would connect Mashadi
communities around the world. This is the inspiration for this
Federation.

Megillah: How do you see this Federation benefitting the
Mashadi Jewish Community? What purpose will it serve?

This Federation will hopefully act as a platform for members
of Mashadi organizations worldwide to join efforts and work
together towards the pursuit of specific common causes.

If the Federation is managed properly, there are many great
achievements that can be accomplished for our global Mashadi
community. By seeing positive results and by strengthening our
ties, we are indirectly promoting the survival of our Mashadi
heritage as well as Judaism overall.

Megillah: Who will be attending the first Conference in
Jerusalem?

A total of seventy to one hundred interested Mashadi
individuals from around the world will be attending the first
conference this summer. Anyone interested is welcome to
attend. There will be twenty five to thirty people attending from
the United States, forty to sixty people from within Israel, and
another five to ten people from other parts of the world.

At the conference, the plan is for committees to be formed.
These committees will then be responsible for scheduling their
own meetings (whether by phone, email, or in person) as
frequently as needed. The next major Conference will not take
place next year, but rather, every two to three years.

Individuals and

A

Twn 1 Sw nnbva 1300
Global Mashadi Jewish Federation

Megillah: What issues are on the Agenda to be discussed
at the first Conference in July?

Among the topics that will be included in the Conference
agenda are: meeting with the boards of the Beit Avot (Old Age
Home), planning the creation of a Mashadi Archives and
Museum, expanding international Mashadi youth activities and
events, starting global communication channels among different
Mashadi boards and organizations, and collecting new ideas from
the attending participants.

Megillah: How will the Federation make decisions?
What kind of leadership and decision-making system do you
foresee for the Federation?

A Federation is an organization formed by uniting several
small localized self-governing entities. Every member entity will
appoint a nominee to represent them in this Federation and these
appointed individuals will automatically become Board Members
of the Federation. The decisions of the Federation will be made
by these board members. Until this Board is officially created, I
will be making the necessary decisions, but will consult with
others for their feedback.

Megillah: What about the future? What issues do you
think the Federation will be able to address in the future, and
what is your vision for the future of the Federation?

This Federation is attempting to connect all Mashadi
organizations. Through the power of networking, future needs of
the global Mashadi community will automatically arise, and will
be presented to the Federation. My vision for the future is that
this Federation will become the official platform for all Mashadi
organizations to be members of and benefit from connecting and
working with each other.

Megillah: Do you believe that this Federation will last for
a long time to come? Will the concept work for future
generations of Mashadi Jews?

Yes, this Federation will last for as long as Mashadis are
proud of their past, and have a desire to stay connected and
continue to grow. And I think that will be the case for a very
long time.

Our community is 263 years old, almost ten generations. 1
hope the Federation will help preserve our worldwide community
for many generations to come.
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Dr. Youssef Bassali:
A Mashadi Pioneer

The Community’s First Recipient of a Medical Doctorate

Dr. Youssef Bassali, son of the late
Fatollah Bassal, was born in the city of
Marv, in 1923 which, at the time, was part
of Russia. He was named after his
grandfather, Molla Youssef Bassal, who
was one of the eminent rabbis of the
Jewish community in the area. The
Bassali family was one of the last families
in the community remaining in Russia.
As a child, Youssef Bassali studied at the
Iranian school in the city of Marv, where
he learned Farsi, Russian, and Latin.
Since childhood, he had battled with
nearsightedness. His teachers would place
him in the front rows of the classroom, but he was still unable to
view the board. Despite this, he was an exceptional student
throughout elementary school, high school, and university.

When Mr. Bassali was in the third grade, the communist
Russian government launched a major strike against all business
owners and individuals who owned capital and real estate. The
Russian government’s goal was to bring fiscal equality to it’s
citizens by forcing them all to work as salaried laborers. This
was unbearable for Mr. Fattolah Bassal, so with his family in
tow, he emigrated from Marv, leaving behind all of their
belongings, including their home. They took a train to Mashad
via the border city of Eshegh-Abad.

In Mashad, Mr. Fattolah Bassal confronted numerous
difficulties. He subsequently became ill and passed away at the
age of forty-four, leaving his family without a provider.

Youssef Bassali continued his education in Mashhad at the
Adab School (which later changed its name to Hedayat School,
and was subsequently moved to a modern and well-equipped
new building.) During those years, he was finally able to procure
a set of eyeglasses, which helped him excel further in his studies.
He completed the ninth grade (Grand Nationwide Exam) at
Ferdowsi High School with the highest average in the entire city
of Mashad. In the same year in Mashad, a medical academy was
established which accepted ninth grade graduates. After his
completion of the three-year curriculum, Youssef Bassali
obtained an associate medical diploma. He started working as
the chief of the city clinic in Daregazz, where he functioned as
the physician and coroner for the city and had to opine on crimes,
stabbings, and murder cases at the age of twenty-two.

After completion of his duty in Daregaz, he was assigned to
two other cities in different provinces to work as the chief of the
government clinics. He was later transferred to Tehran, where he
continued and completed his medical education (MD) at Tehran
University. While working as the assistant of the Department of
Infectious Diseases at Pahlavi Hospital, he completed his
fellowship under Dr. Manuchehr Eghbal, one of the Prime

Ministers of Iran. Through this training,
Dr. Bassali acquired special skills in
disease diagnosis, which has helped in the
treatment of many members of our
community. Even Dr. Eghbal, the head of
the hospital, often asked Dr. Bassali to
diagnose and treat his children when they
were ill.

Dr. Bassali was married in 1953 and
soon thereafter opened his own clinic. In
addition to his regular duties as a
physician, Dr. Bassali was simultaneously
the head of the Department of Contagious
Diseases, while, (in collaboration with
Razi Institute) writing two research articles that were published
in 1970 and 1971. These articles can be found at the National
Institute of Health’s (NIH) website.

Prior to obtaining his medical diplomas, Dr. Bassali was
a socially active student. In 1944, along with few friends, he
founded the organization “Kanoun Ettehad” with the goal of
aiding various community affairs. One of the accomplishments
of this organization was the establishment of a community
medical clinic in “Sar Heyteh” of Eidgah. Dr. Fattolah Hakimian
and other community physicians joined the clinic and worked as
unpaid volunteers.

Dr. Bassali has a sterling track record of diagnosis and
treatment in the community. Numerous individuals have credited
him with saving their lives. Dr Bassali has encouraged the youth
to continuing their pursuits of higher education. Mr. Fattolah
Hematian, Dr. Bassali’s nephew, states,

“When I finished the sixth grade in the city of Daregaz, my
uncle, Dr. Bassali, brought me to Tehran and registered me at the
Ort Technical School . For the next few years, he supervised over
me and encouraged me in all aspects of my life. After graduating
from Ort, I entered the field of engineering, where I achieved
many of my goals. Similarly, years later when I came to New
York, Dr. Bassali provided real guidance in various situations.
Because of this, I am and always will be grateful to him.”

Dr. Bassali should be a role model to our youth for two
reasons: First, in his desire for education and excelling at
whatever profession you pursue, and second, his high moral
standard in social responsibility and helping the members of the
community. Perhaps, the steps that Dr. Bassali took sixty years
ago to aid the community should serve as a model to our young
doctors.

Our best wishes and blessings are with Dr. Bassali and his
respectable family.
- Megillah
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Malekeh Nassimi: My Grandmother

Excerpts from a Eulogy delivered by Natascha Shaer

In March, 2009, Mrs. Malekeh Nassimi, a prominent figure in the Mashadi Jewish Community, passed

away after a long illness. Mrs. Nassimi was an extremely accomplished woman and a leader.

She served as

the President of the Women’s International Zionist Organization (WIZO) in Hamburg, Germany, and was
active in Keren Hayesod, and other organizations supporting the Zionist cause and needy families in Israel.
Mrs. Nassimi also served for many vears as the President of the Mashadi Sisterhood, which under her
leadership grew and introduced many innovative programs.

The following is an excerpt from the text of a eulogy delivered by her granddaughter, Natascha Shaer,
at a memorial service held at the Mashadi Jewish Center:

“It feels like the end of an era.” 1
heard these words over and over again
during the week of my grandmother’s
shiva from people far and near; from
the distant past, and from our lives in

New York today.
My grandmother’s life was so
colorful and  magnificent  that

memories of her have been flashing
before my eyes like an ongoing movie.
My grandmother was unique, a
brilliant star in the universe; and yet,
the sum of all of my tales can never do
her justice. You were all lucky enough
to know her and to know her is to have
been touched by her. The strength of
her character, the broad reach of her
charitable work and her achievements
in life are truly mythic.

From what we’re told, signs of her
personality  were evident from
childhood. She was one of the few
girls in Iran to complete high school.
She spoke English and French; she knew how to waltz and tango;
she was captain of her high school volleyball team; she always
knew what she wanted.

Married at a young age, she began to raise a family in Iran
where my uncles Albert and Mehdi and my father Mouris were
born. From the very beginning, she set a high standard of life for
herself, and this had less to do with material riches, than with
education, strong Jewish values and living a wide range of
experiences. My father told me that as a young mother in Iran,
she already had the foresight to hire an English tutor for her
children. She wanted them to be citizens of the world.

From early on, she was an infallible matriarch who ran her
family with a strong hand. One day, for example, my Uncle
Albert came home from school to report that he had been forced
to recite namaz. She marched him right back to school, into the
principal’s office and explained that Jewish children did not
recite Muslim prayers. From that day forth, the school policy
was changed for all Jewish and Bahai children. My
grandmother’s priorities were undoubtedly in order; and she was
confident, indeed, a captain in command of the ship.

Soon, circumstance forced her to move away from Iran to
Germany. Picture this: In 1953, in the early years after World
War 11, a sheltered, Jewish Iranian girl, at the age of 29 or 30,

picks up and moves to a foreign
country, an anti-Semitic world far
away from her Iran where she has no
family, she doesn’t know the language,
where there is hardly a Jewish
community, no kosher food to speak
of, where her husband is starting a
business from scratch, and where there
was only one other Iranian family to
lean on for comfort. She moved and
proceeded to make a home for her
family. Where there was no Jewish
life, she took it upon herself to build it.
Of course, this is all long before my
time, but the stories I have heard are
resounding.

When the holidays came around,
particularly on Rosh Hashana or
Pesach, my grandmother was not about
to let anyone in the fledgling Hamburg
community be deprived of celebrating
them. If it wasn’t possible to properly
, observe the chagim, she was going to
make it pos51b1e She decided to invite the entire Iranian Jewish
community, which within a few years numbered 30 or 40
families, for services and meals. Remember, she was only in her
early 30’s. My grandmother’s sense of hospitality wasn’t purely
social. At a young age she made her home something like
today’s Chabad houses, a haven for resident Jewish families and
travelers alike in an unwelcoming country. Somewhere, in the
middle of all of this, she helped my grandfather with his
business, had her next child, Edward, learned the language and
the culture.

Almost single-handedly, my grandparents re-introduced
kashrut to Hamburg, and they led people to believe in Jewish life
again. That it was possible. They were true visionaries, and my
grandmother had the wherewithal to make her visions a reality.
Now, what would you do, for example, if you wanted to raise a
traditional Jewish family in a city without kosher meat? Would
you keep a vegetarian diet? Eggs and fish? For how long? In all
likelihood, most would succumb eventually and start to eat non-
kosher chicken, maybe even meat. Not my grandmother! What
did she do? She bought live chicken, even a goat, and, together
with Mr. Karimzadeh who was a trained shochet, snuck them
into her apartment building. They slaughtered them in her very
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own bathtub and plucked and koshered them in her own kitchen,
for her family’s use, as well as for the rest of her community.

Judaism and Mashadi traditions came first and foremost for
Madarjun. My brother Iwan remembers one Pessach trip to the
Concord Hotel, where our family held our own Mashadi-style
seder in the Grand Ballroom amidst some 4,000 Ashkenazis
holding a group seder. When it came time to sing Dayenu,
Madarjun pulled out a tray of scallions and led all of us in the
dayenu whipping. Eventually, the ballroom became still and
4,000 pairs of eyes were staring at us. We all were ready to slip
under the table and disappear with embarrassment, but Madarjun
prodded us. “Pashin, pashin bacheh-ha.” Eventually, the lead
rabbi came over to see what all the raucous was about only to be
confronted with my laughing Madarjun shaking her scallion at
him. “What are you doing? Baptizing me?” he asked. A huge
smile plastered on her face, Madarjun simply responded proudly,
“No, Dayenu! We are Mashadi!”

When Madarjun believed in something, when she envisioned
it, she took charge, and she saw it through completion. No task
was left half done and no excuses were made. 1 actually
remember watching her make preparations and practice speeches
for Sisterhood events, late at night at her kitchen table, long after
my grandfather had gone to sleep. When my family asked me to
prepare Madarjun’s eulogy, I was initially reluctant. But the
image of Madarjun practicing her speeches late at night is burned
in my mind. If she could do it, so could I. This is what I mean
by having an example to look up to.

There is a funny image of my grandmother that all of us and
many of you probably are familiar with. Madarjun loved to play
cards. When she played, she remembered every card that was
discarded by everyone at the table. She remembered this while
she read a magazine on the side, watched a show on TV, chit-
chatted and listened to a conversation on the other side of the
room. This was the pace at which everything took place in her
life. As children, actually, we would joke that Madarjun slept
with her eyes open because, really, nothing escaped her notice.

All this said, my grandmother’s strength of character and her
vision for life went far above and beyond fulfilling the traditional
role of a woman, wife and mother. That was a starting point, and
everything was managed with such ease that it was taken for
granted in her home. The house was always tidy; she, her
husband and children always looked pristine; meals seemed to
prepare themselves; the noon-taftun was baked, the fruits sliced
and the tea brewed. When, as children, we slept over at her
house of Friday nights she managed to feed us all in the morning,
play with us, dress us, get herself ready and still be one of the
first to arrive in synagogue, usually with all of us in tow.

But beyond all this, my grandmother was glitzy, avant-garde
and truly contemporary. She looked like a movie star in her early
photos; her children were dressed like European royalty in suits
that she sewed herself. Madarjun hobnobbed; she traveled, took
cruises around the world with my grandfather. She booked
regular visits to the theater for all of us as a family. My
childhood is replete with memories of activities we enjoyed with
her, be it picnics by the lake, ski trips in the Swiss Alps, fancy
meals in restaurants, or seeing Topol perform in Fiddler on the
Roof. She was always interested in our schooling, proud to drive
us to school the first day and to attend our recitals, sports days,
and basketball games. In keeping with this tradition, she even
moved me into college, and years later, proudly attended my
outdoor graduation ceremony on a rainy day.

She was a real feminist, in the best sense of the word. Such
was her strength that the question never even arose whether
women had equal rights, equal capabilities or equal importance.
Of course they did. Though she believed deeply in standing
behind her husband, and in her running family life, she always
behaved like the equal of men. Her voice was heard as loudly, if
not louder that any man. She lived her life this way, and
empowered all of us and, I believe, many women in the Hamburg
and in the New York Mashadi community with her example; an
example previously set by her own late mother, Bibi Maryam.
Life was not to be lived passively, but proactively. The
community Bat Mitzvah ceremony that she initiated gave all girls
a sense of self worth and of equality with the boys, which was
never really the case before.

Nothing should be said about my grandmother without
including a few words about my grandfather. Needless to say, he
was as determined and forward-thinking as she was. Together,
they were an unbeatable team. It is impossible to separate one’s
life achievements from the other. My grandmother was a true
matriarch alongside her husband, the family patriarch. They set
the bar of achievement and of character very high for themselves
and for all members of our family. Living with such strong role
models, I think all of us — the sons, daughters-in-law, and
grandchildren — have picked up something or other along the
way, be it a very modern perspective on life, leadership skills,
determination, family values, a belief in higher education or
some of my grandmother’s legendary hospitality. But my
grandparents’ success as a team was not only about their
achievements. Their personal relationship was beautiful. They
loved each other dearly and respected each other deeply. Until
the very end, my grandfather stood up when Madarjun entered
the room, kissed her lips and told her how beautiful she looked.
“Bah, bah, bah. Cheghad khoshkel shodeen, khanoom.”

My grandparent’s most important influence on the family,
however, was the seed of family unity they planted in all of us.
Back in Hamburg, our entire family was in their home for
Shabbat dinner, breakfast the next morning, Shabbat lunch, and
often Sunday lunch. After my grandparents moved to New York,
our entire summers were spent in her home, first in Forest Hills
and then in Kings Point. The extended family, too, all the
dayees, khalehs, amoos, and zanamoos, as well as their children
and grandchildren became important people in our lives, not only
because of the annual 4" of July BBQ’s at my grandparents’
pool.

As you all know, the last years of my grandmother’s life were
overshadowed by the torturous effects of Alzheimer’s. It broke
all our hearts to see her slowly, unstoppably fade away, to the
point that she was no longer even a shadow of her old self. In the
very end, probably my grandfather was the last thing that kept
her flame kindled. When he passed away, it was as though that
last light went out. Her sickness was an ironic end for such a
graceful and powerful woman, but I am certain that time will
gloss over the sadness of those years and that Madarjun will be
remembered for the force of nature that she was.

Today, 1 cannot believe that she is gone. Even though I
witnessed her ailing, and even though I was present for her very
last breaths, I cannot believe that this woman is gone. Her voice
speaks to me wherever I turn. Madarjun was my queen - regal,
colorful, larger than life. I am blessed to have her as my eternal
role model, honored to be of her blood. For me, within all of us,
she will always be alive.
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Excellence In Technology
Journalism

After graduating from Carnegie Mellon University, a top
ranking technology university in the U.S., Jonathan Roubini
moved to New York to pursue his career in the computer
industry.  Shortly after, at age twenty-four, he was single-
handedly leading the software team at the
renowned PC Magazine. In addition to
writing feature stories every month at that
young age, he was also regularly being
interviewed on television. Jonathan often
appeared on CNN, NBC, FOX, NYl,
Headline News, and TechTV, as well as
several other TV and radio stations and
was considered by most in his industry a
leading expert.  Over eight million
technology readers worldwide, who
ranged from consumers to large

businesses, made product and technology By:
Technology Section

decisions based on his recommendations,
not to mention Bill Gates, who personally
congratulated Jonathan on his outstanding
work.

After his extensive experience at PC
Magazine, Jonathan started his own
company, Lab Reviews. At Lab
Reviews, Jonathan and his team test and
write independent articles about the latest
technologies, gadgets, and home
products. While working on this new
venture, Jonathan has also served as
Technology Expert for the Fox News
station and has also written for LAPTOP
Magazine. Jonathan was also selected as
a leading Judge for the CES Innovations
Design and Engineering Awards, for the

Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas.

Just last month, Jonathan was given the news that he is the
winner of this year’s prestigious Award for Excellence in
Technology Journalism. This is the highest recognition in the
industry and only awarded to elite players in the media. In the
last few years, the winners of this award have been the leading
technology journalists at Newsweek, Business Week, and Time
Magazine.

But who is Jonathan Roubini? We have interviewed him
for Megillah:

Where are you from?
I was born and grew up in Milan, Italy.
What can you tell us about your college experience?

After graduating high school in Italy, I came to the US to
attend Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. [
majored in Information and Decision
Systems, which is a combination of
Computers, Business, and Statistics. It
was especially tough because of the
language barrier and the fact that I didn’t
really know anyone in Pittsburgh. The
college life required a lot of hard work,
often pulling all-nighters, and I had to
build a new network of friends.

Technology Journalism
Technical/Trade ' In

retrospect, it was a great
experience that I would definitely
recommend, in fact. Besides attaining a
valuable degree, you learn about new
things, experience independence, and
let’s not forget that you learn how to do
your own laundry and even cook... a great
way to make your mom proud!

What was it like working at PC
Magazine?

It was a really exciting position. In
any job it is always very important to be
able to put your heart in it, and I can say
that I really did love what I did. We had
access to the latest new technology
products sometimes six months before
they were on the market. We would also
get to work closely with the greatest
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minds of Silicon Valley.
What is it like being on TV?

It is fun; you get to see how things really operate in the
studios behind the scenes. It’s also a big responsibility; millions
of watchers will base their decisions on whether to invest in a
new product or technology on my opinion. That’s why thorough
knowledge and honesty are key.

Tell us more about what you do now.

After my experience at PC Magazine, I launched a new
website, Lab Reviews, where we review the latest products on
the market. We conduct lab tests and offer to our readers a fair
and honest insight on the products reviewed. Our tests included
analytical and objective studies of the product, like how long
your iPod batteries last, or how many pages can you print with a
set of ink cartridges, to everyday use and subjective opinions on
the products, like how easy it is to use the new Palm Pre or how
comfortable the latest massage chair is. We enable the readers to
make more educated decisions on which products to buy.

Did you review anything cool recently?

We are starting to test cars and home products. We
conducted a week-long test drive of the 2009 Cadillac Escalade
Hybrid. It was a fun experience and I particularly liked the way
GM is able to apply the hybrid technology to a large SUV. I was
also pleased to see that an important company like GM trusted
me with a $70,000+ car.

You have just won the prestigious excellence award as the
top technology journalist in the US. How does it feel?

When they called to tell me I won, I was in shock and
couldn’t believe it. It hasn’t been easy; English is not my first
language and growing up in Italy; I didn’t have access to the
latest software and technologies. I didn’t even have full access to
the Internet until I came to attend college in the US. 1 was
particularly nervous until the award ceremony, but extremely
honored that they chose me. That goes to show that its pays off
being passionate about what you do.

Already at age twenty-four, you were lead analyst at PC
Magazine and technology expert on national TV. You are now
being recognized as the top technology journalist in the country.
What’s next on your agenda?

A very special thanks goes to my parents. It was all
possible thanks to the strength, support and love of my parents
who were always by my side throughout this long and laborious
path. Grazie di cuore Mamma e Papa!

In the future I hope to collaborate with different magazine
and TV networks and hopefully run my own company in the
technology industry. Since coming to the US, I have focused on
my passion for technology, and hopefully I can make more time
for my personal life by finding a great girl to build a family with.

I take the occasion to congratulate my brother David and
his wife Stefanie on their beautiful newborn baby Sofia Rachel;
also, big congratulations to my brother Michael Shlomo and his
fiancée Stephanie on their upcoming wedding. Mazal tov!

You can contact Jonathan via email at jroubini@gmail.com
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/roubini

Elle’s Studio

Your one stop shopping
for your party needs.
Everything from
invitations, party
give-aways, kippot

and more.

For appointment call
Elena Hajibai
(516) 487-1790
ElleStudio@hotmail.com
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Growing Up in the Proud Tradition of

Mashadi Women

Nicole Hakimi

When a girl turns eighteen, she inherits a whole series of
thoughts and concerns -- and not just about boys and clothes,
either. Bigger worries. The kind that keep you up all night. At
least, that's how it was for me. I had just gotten accepted into a
college in upstate New York, and was unsure about where I was
headed in the long term. Of course, in the midst of all my
pondering about what is to come, I found myself thinking about
the past.

Not only my own past, but the past of my mother and aunts
and cousins and grandmothers, all tangled up like the branches of
a tree standing in the center of the path ahead of me. I found
myself asking: What might it have been like turning eighteen for
my grandmothers, already married, acting as Jadid al-Islam
(“New Muslims™) who lit Shabbat candles in secrecy? Or, more
recently, what might it have been like for my mother? At
eighteen, she'd spent only a third of her life in New York after
leaving revolutionary Iran, but she was intellectually capable of
anything. She could have been an attorney or a real estate agent
or a businesswoman, but instead, while her older brother earned
his PhD, my mother's education ended at high school. It could
have been because it was still unclear how a woman could

manage a career and raise children at the same time, or it could
have been because within the community, there was still a social
stigma attached to working women; but for one reason or
another, my mother felt she had to choose between a career and a
family.

Her decision was one that inspired me, like so many other
sacrifices that go unnoticed every day. Like the endless support
my cousin Rose gave me, even when her first son had an illness
that would have left a less courageous woman traumatized. Or
like my new neighbor, who, while eight months pregnant with
twins, decided to bake enough Challah bread to share with all of
her neighbors.

When I can't sleep at night, it is women like these who I
think about. Not because they keep impeccable households, and
not even because of the sacrifices they made that were vital to the
survival of the community, but because they taught me the
meaning of feminine strength. And on those sleepless nights
when I can't help but wonder what lies ahead, I remind myself
that I have this strength and this opportunity - and everything
will work out.

The Outdoorsy Iranian

Nathan Etessami

“I’m Iranian.”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yup - Mashadi.”

“What!? You’re Mashadi? But Mashadis
outdoorsy things...”

aren’t into

Back in April, I went on a whitewater rafting trip organized
by a group called the Jewish Outdoors Club. Along the way, I got
to talking with a Bukharian Jew from Roslyn, leading to the
previous exchange. At the time I merely laughed it off, declaring
that “I’m not your typical Mashadi Jew.” His comment has
struck a nerve in me, however, and I can’t seem to get past its
underlying implication: Why should the fact that I am Mashadi
have any influence over my personal interests? Does being part
of the Mashadi community mean that I have to sacrifice my
individuality?

Without a doubt, our group mentality is a dominating force
within our community. We tend to be more concerned with “who
else will be there” than with where it is we’re going or what
we’re doing. As a result, we tend to do things in herds, forcing
many of us to conform to a common set of interests and activities
dictated by the majority.

Take, for example, our annual migration to Miami during
Passover. I went in 2008, and I had a good time. Am I dying to

go again? Not really — there are about twenty three destinations
on my list of places to see that would come before another trip to
Miami. Yet, if work had permitted, I absolutely would have been
there again this year. This seems to be a fairly common
phenomenon; talking to people before this year’s trip, it’s
incredible how often Miami sounded like more of an obligation
than a vacation. So why did we all go, and why are we all going
to go again next year? Because everyone else is going! That
creates some serious perpetual FOMS'!

So the question remains: is there room within the Mashadi
way of life to be an individual and pursue your own interests? I
certainly hope so, but there are very real challenges and
tradeoffs. In my own case, I’ve always tried to prioritize my own
personal interests and goals, and as a result, I haven’t been able
to reach the same depth of integration into this community as I
see among my peers.

Despite the fact that it snowed for the first hour we were on
the river, my whitewater rafting trip in April was a fantastic
thrill, and I can’t wait to do it again. Mashadis may not be into
outdoorsy things, but I certainly am.

"acronym for “Fear of missing something”
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logtter to Megillah

Shohreh and Joobin Hakimian

Dear Fellow Jewish Iranians,

A very successful event was held at our residence in Great
Neck, New York on Sunday April 26th 2009. Over 200 guests
attended this gathering. Our main objective was to increase
awareness and to discuss the latest news concerning the
detection, prevention, and a possible cure for HIBM, a
devastating disease that has affected a large number of young
people in our communities.

The gathering began with a blessing for our communities by
Rabbi Yosef Bitton of the Young Mashadi Jewish Center. Next,
Dr. Martin Bialer, a genetic counselor at the North Shore LIJ
Hospitals, gave a speech regarding the recessive nature of this
disorder. A child has a twenty five percent chance of inheriting
the condition if both parents are carriers of this defective gene. A
person can not be affected if only one parent carries the gene.
Tests currently exist that enable young adults to make the right
decision about having children prior to marriage or conception.
For further information, please contact Dr. Martin Bialer at 516-
365-3996 or via email at mbialer@nshs.edu.

Finally, Ms. Gila Michael, a founding member of the
nonprofit organization Neuromuscular Disease Foundation,
spoke. Her job involves spreading awareness and fundraising for
an international collaboration of scientists uniting to find a cure
for HIBM. Ms. Michael has raised substantial funds during the
last three years, since the formation of N.D.F.; the organization
awarded most of the proceeds of these fundraising events to the
following research centers. For further information, please
contact Ms. Michael at 310-740-2626 and via email at
gilamichael@sbcglobal.net.

1) The Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem, Israel and
Professor Argov’s group: This organization has
identified the HIBM gene. His assistant Stella Mitrani-
Rosenbaum, Ph.D. is pursuing the research towards a
cure using stem cell therapy. She can be contacted via
email at stella@cc.huji.il.

2) Mary Crowley Cancer Research Center (Dr. John
Nemunaitis): Dr. Nemunaitis has developed a gene
replacement therapy that has been administered to an
HIBM patient’s arms with favorable results. This center
is in the process of getting permission from the FDA to
intravenously administer this therapy to the same patient
in order to benefit the whole body. Oncologist Dr.
David Hakimian has studied and verified this research
material, supplied by the Mary Crowley Center. For
further information, please contact Dr. Hakimian @
847-205-1488 and via email at dhakimian@comcast.net.
The contact at the Mary Crowley center is Ms. Shannon

Cagnina at 214-658-1966 and via email at

scagnina@marycrowley.org.

May G-d bless you all. Generous donations to this vital
cause are greatly appreciated. We are so close to a cure that will
benefit both the present and the future generations. Please make
your checks payable to NDF-HIBM or alternatively to the Mary
Crowley Cancer Research Center with “Exclusively for HIBM
Research” written in the note. Please forward your contributions
to us so that we may send them to the appropriate organizations.

Warmest Regards,
Shohreh and Joobin Hakimian
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Currgnt €vent

The Torture Tale of

Abu and Khalid

Yossi Abrahimi

Among major recent current events issues is the scandal involving the U.S.
government’s alleged waterboarding of detainees at the Guantanamo Bay camp. There has
been much debate in the media surrounding issues of whether or not this interrogation
technique is actually considered torture, the repercussions that those involved should face,

and the fate of the accused prisoners.

Here, Yossi Abrahimi gives some background,

insight, and his opinions on this pressing matter.

When the average American thinks of torture, a few
horrible experiences come to mind: sitting through an episode of
Dancing with the Stars, listening to the latest Britney Spears
album, or enduring Jay Leno’s robotic Tonight Show monologues
(or maybe that’s just me). Recently, though, torture has become a
hot-button issue with regard to how the United States deals with
terrorists, suspected or otherwise. No, this is not the latest
desperate attempt by Republicans to bring their strongest issue of
national defense to the forefront, but rather, it is an issue ignited
by President Obama and Democrats in Congress. The President
and his allies, spooked by the prospect of taking responsibility
for the tumbling economy, has decided to go after what they
thought was an easy target: the Bush administration’s
counterterrorism policies. President Obama, not even 100 days
into his presidency, chose to debate a strategy on which most
Americans consistently agreed with President Bush.

In mid-April 2009, straying from his campaign promise of
getting past partisan politics, the President pushed for the release
of the now infamous “torture memos.” These memos, compiled
between 2002 and 2005, detailed interrogation techniques used
on suspected terrorists by the CIA. This selective release,
however, left out a small point: some techniques were proven
successful and saved thousands of lives.

The most talked about of these “enhanced interrogation
techniques” (EIT) was waterboarding. In short, waterboarding
consists of strapping the detainee to a bed, placing a towel on his
(I"d prefer “its”) face, and pouring water over the face and into
the breathing passages. During this process, the subject believes
his or her death is imminent and is thus is supposedly more likely
to give up important information. Critics called this procedure
inhumane and questioned its effectiveness in yielding
information. Even the 2008 Republican candidate for President,
John McCain, called it “unacceptable” and insists the method,
along with other harsh interrogations, “serves a great propaganda
tool for those who recruit people to fight against us.” In other
words, Al Qaeda’s human resources department is in shambles!

In John McCain’s world, the use of waterboarding and
other EITs is akin to placing “help wanted” signs around Al
Qaeda training camps. “Are you an aspiring mass-murderer, but
just need that extra push to get your career going? Boy, do we
have motivation for you.” These days, terrorists need extra
motivation as much as I need another wedding to attend. Then
again, this is the man who nominated an evangelical Alaskan
governor with enough family issues to film a VH1 reality show
as his vice-presidential running mate.

Recent hysteria generated by the news media, whose
toughest investigations of the White House thus far have been
centered on what breed of dog the first family will own and
reviews of Michelle Obama’s latest fashions, have skimmed over
some minor details regarding Bush-era interrogations and their
results. Let’s start with Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (KSM to his
buddies). Yes, ladies, that KSM, the Middle Eastern man-beast
with hair like Krusty the Clown and that oh-so-sexy stretched out
Hanes t-shirt, masterminded the largest terrorist attack on U.S.
soil. KSM also played a key role in the 2002 Bali Nightclub
bombings, the kidnapping and beheading of Wall Street Journal
columnist Daniel Pearl and the original World Trade Center
bombing — a “greatest hits” of terrorism, if you will. After
months of interrogation at the hands of the CIA, KSM refused to
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give information on future attacks, saying only, “soon you will
know,” and even demanding to be taken to New York so he can
speak with his lawyer. After a chuckle or two, his captors got
down to business.

Convinced of an impending attack, interrogators used the
waterboarding procedure on Mohammed, who eventually told
them of a “second wave” of attacks, involving crashing a
hijacked airplane into the tallest building in Los Angeles, the
Library Tower. Shortly thereafter, the CIA tracked down the 17-
member cell planning the attack. The group’s subsequent
interrogation confirmed much of what KSM had divulged to his
captors.

Abu Zubaydah, captured a year earlier in a safehouse in
Pakistan, was Osama bin Laden’s top lieutenant, and involved in
the planning of virtually every Al Qaeda attack. During his
interrogation, he told the CIA what he mistakenly thought they
already knew: Khalid Sheik Mohammed’s code name, “Muktar.”
This piece of information allowed them to more effectively
pursue and capture the mastermind of the 9/11 attacks. The
wealth of information did not stop there, however. Zubaydah’s
waterboarding led to the capture of Jose Padilla, a hardened
terrorist trained the Al Qaeda camps in Afghanistan, who was
plotting to set off a “dirty bomb” in the U.S. and ready for much
more serious attacks in the future.

To be clear, from reading various accounts of the
waterboarding experience, I do believe this procedure amounts to
torture. Richard E. Mezo, who was waterboarded during training
to become a Navy flight crewmember described it as an act that
is “indeed torture” which is “real drowning that simulates death.”

The experience was so horrific, Mezo stated, that “pulling out my
fingernails or even cutting off a finger would have been
preferable.” At the same time, I also believe that this tactic, due
to its proven effectiveness, should be reserved in only the direst
cases. The CIA during the Bush administration was highly
selective with waterboarding, using it only on KSM, Zubaydah
and Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri (choose a last name, will you?),
who received between five to ten sessions each.

President Obama’s complete ban of the procedure takes
away a vital, last-resort weapon in the continuing war on
terrorism. His release of highly sensitive CIA memos
demoralizes those putting their lives at risks to protect the
country, and gives Al Qaeda and other terrorists to train against
these techniques. According to interrogators, KSM and
Zubaydah “expressed their belief that the general US population
was ‘weak,’ lacked resilience, and would be unable to ‘do what
was necessary’ to prevent the terrorists from succeeding in their
goals.”

The same terrorists who Democrats and moderate
Republicans like John McCain believe can be appeased through
acts of good will have themselves said extreme measures are
needed to stop men of their kind. Those who criticize an
aggressive counter-terrorism policy argue that men who are
willing to kill themselves in the name of their jihad cannot be
stopped, no matter what. According to suspected terrorists who
have gone through waterboarding, however, and army officials
who have had it tested on them, the procedure seems worse than
death. Death, as we’ve seen through endless suicide bombings,
just isn’t painful enough for these brave souls.

DR. NAHID NEMAN

GENERAL & PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
“GENTLE RELAXED ATMOSPHERE FOR THE
APPREHENSIVE ADULT & CHILD”

Crown & Bridge
Implants
Invisalign

Bleaching

Serving the
Community
for Over 20 Years

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Laminate
Periodontal Therapy

¢ Bi-Annual Checkups

W Sl WIS e i

O 95 9 <Kyl

4 Slgsbow Oloys

T BRI

@I58 Cyrls”

OYLS 3 812 o O (il
@16 O3 i

Yl O o>

MetLife e Guardian Delta Dental e BlueCross BlueShield e Child HealthPlus eAnd More...

68-63 108th St. Suite 1J
Forest Hills, NY 11375
(718) 263-1010

64 Bayview Ave.
Great Neck, NY 11021
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MYC Shabbat Getaway Memories ’09

Michelle Sabzevari & Nabila Levian

another
have to change

1- Yasmine R: “Wait, there’s

Yasmine? She’s gonna

her name!”

2- “Assbury”

3- Shattered glass aka “the incident”

4- Mission Statements

5- Blindfolded speed dating

6- Daniel M: “If I had 2 million dollars,
would you sign a prenup?”’

7- Taboo

8- Rama’s lifetime supply of Vitamin
Water

9- Room 724

10- Babs’s ice bucket

11- Friday night Twister

12- Sharon: “Why don’t you play
Twister?”
Nabila: “I can’t see the colors.”

13- Piling on Rubia

14- “Pay-tron, Patron, Petron???”

15- Friday night = NAB ‘09

16- Donna and Rachel K.’s shaving cream
fight courtesy of RK

17- Joyce cleaning shaving cream off the
carpet

18- “X” marks the spot

19- Yeshiva University / MTA boys

20- Lani the HOT caterer

21- $50 if any patron loses key

22- Leon/MK (screaming & banging on
doors): “Dah Fahrmon!!!” while
running down the halls

23- “If you could be one member of the
band N*SYNC, which member would
you be?”

24- Michelle S: “Who’s your favorite
cousin on your mother’s side?”
Phil: (instantly) “Sadie Zar” Ashley:
(standing directly behind Phil) “Did he
just say Sadie?!”
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25- “Dunkin Donuts!” (80 decibels louder
than normal) -Jasmine “Lashet”
Dilmanian & Co.

26- Battle of the Sexes

27- More Taboo

28- He saves you .... “Hashem?”

Noooo ...

29- City of Angels

30- Walks on the boardwalk

31- Babs yet again refilling his ice bucket

32- Pizza Party in Room 836

33- Justina’s iPod

34- Jud’s African dance

35- Lonny & Tali’s “J” dancing

36- Eitan Katz’s Saturday night concert

37- He/She is Just Not That into You

38- Andy’s drunk rambling...

39- The crazy date phone callers

40- “Lashet”

41- “Goh khordee naz kardi.”

42- “Zireh Lahaf!!”

43- Yossi & Joyce’s double-date with Joey
& Natasha for dinner and a Broadway
show

44- “50 Cent” roaming the halls

45- Hooka in Room 734

46- Matt Z.: “The Lightning Round!”

47- Michelle S. having to sit out rounds of
Charades

48- Jud and Michel N.’s Jewish Tattoo
Parlor

49- Jamie : “Uh-oh - I can’t feel my
tongue.”

50- Rachel K. & Jasmine D.’s karate kicks
at Sam

51- Daniel waking everyone up with his
backpack

52- Eduardo’s “flight” on Sunday

53- Arrival of Bus #1 = 2pm
Arrival of Bus #2 = 6pm

Tammuz 5769, July 2009



The Power of the Internet
How to Find a Long Lost Friend

Mansour Karimzadeh

Computers and the internet have taken on a life of their own
in the past ten to fifteen years. Now, we are all constantly
connected to the world and to each other through the internet.
There was originally just web browsing, then came the Israeli
genius of inventing instant messaging. AIM, Google Talk, ICQ,
and Yahoo Messenger are all the product of the peoples’ appetite
for being connected to each other. These have more recently
been followed by Facebook and Twitter. You can see users
young and old, all hours of the day and night, socializing and
chatting on Facebook, even at work or at school.

One of the more useful tools on the internet is Skype,
especially if you have family and friends across the world who
you want to talk to but hate paying the exorbitant telephone
company charges. With Skype you can talk to your friends
wherever, they are as long as they also have the Skype
application downloaded into their computers. I have Skype on
my computer, and from time to time, I talk to my friends in
London or my sister and nephews in Israel.

I was traveling a couple of weeks ago when I received a
Skype text message from someone named Farzad Vahid, asking
if I went to the Ferdowsi School in Tehran. I was surprised to see
this, to say the least. I did attend the Ferdowsi elementary school
in Tehran, but had left it over forty-five years ago and had no
recollection of any of my classmates; except the name Vahid.

I was not sure whether to respond to this e-mail or whether
it could possibly have just been spam — the type of email that
carries a virus and can wreak havoc on computers. I consulted
with the experts on viruses (my son Mickey!) and decided to
respond to the email I had received.

Just to make sure, I asked Farzad Vahid what years he
attended the Ferdowsi school. He responded with the exact years
I was there. Then I decided to have a voice conversation with
him on Skype. One thing that was bothering me was the name. I
do remember having a friend called Vahid, but I thought that was
his first name. He responded that we used to call each other by
our last names. He used to call me Karimzadeh and I used to call
him Vahid.

Then, he went on to say that he remembers me as being
Jewish and not taking the Koran classes and that he was always
jealous and wished he was Jewish so he did not have to take the
religious classes. He continued with many stories and memories
relating to our school days in Tehran. I was amazed at how he
remembered all those details after so many years.

I asked what he did now, and he said that after graduating
from Tehran University, he went to England to complete his
PhD, after which he became a professor at a university in
England.

During further conversation, it appeared that for the past
twenty years, he has lived in London about five miles from
where my family and I used to reside. It is a small world, indeed.
But even if I had seen him in the streets of London, I would not

have recognized him, as first, I do not remember much from our
school friends, and second, he was twelve years old then; now,
he is over fifty-five. He has promised to send me a picture that
he has of us at school.

This is just one example of the power of the internet and
how people who have been out of touch for many years can
easily connect with each other once again, no matter where in the
world they may be.

Too Much Stuff

Rebecca Etessami

“The best things in life aren’t things.”

Every year before Pesach, I go through the painstaking
process of cleaning out my room (more specifically, my
closet). After giving away what seems like dozens of clothes
that have gotten too small and random knickknacks I have no
use for, my room always seems ten times cleaner; but I never
feel like I’'m missing something. My life isn’t at all changed
because I have fewer objects in my room.

This goes to show that our houses are filled with piles of
junk that we really don’t need, but we keep it all anyway. Why
is that? Sometimes, we convince ourselves that we may need
one thing or another. We “need” to buy more. The truth is that
most of the stuff we fill our houses with is completely
unnecessary. We tell ourselves that we’ll use it someday, or
maybe we just want to keep it because it’s something that’s
ours. We reason that everyone else has it, so we must need it
too.

Admittedly the Mashadi community, as a whole, is
extremely vain. While there are the few outliers, many of us
seem to value things way too much. Materialism is practically
imbedded into our culture. While being materialistic doesn’t
make you an evil person, it certainly is not a virtue.
Materialism can cause ridiculous competition over who has
what and how much of it they have. By being materialistic, we
waste money and we set our priorities completely out of order.

Instead of comparing cars, houses, and clothes, the Mashadi
community must place more value on our positive, down-to-
earth qualities. A great quality of our community is our close,
tight-knit bond. We don’t need expensive objects to enjoy
Friday night dinner with our families or spread the news of
happy occasions. All the best things in life are free; take time
to enjoy them.
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Magical Season
Jason D. Hakimi

Fifteen years in the making and the Mashadi Magic is still
going strong. This season was one with ups and downs.....but
memories that will be last forever. Late November, 53 members
of our community youth participated in trying out for our
community team ranging from freshman to seniors in high
school. After two sets of tryouts, the team was comprised of 17
players ranging in age from 14 to 18. Our team competed in the
Young Israel Basketball League which included teams from
synagogues across NY State in Long Island, Manbhattan,
Brooklyn, and Queens. Players attended practice every Tuesday
night for two during a seven month period. The regular season
consisted of ten games divided between 5 home games and 5
away. Through hard work and dedication the team was able to
hold its own and finish the season with a near perfect 9-1 record
which granted us first place and a home semi-final game. Our
captains this year were Ryan Zar, Shawn Aziz, and Ariel
Mordekhai. These three individuals were respected leaders
whether it was vocally or emotionally on or off the court.

The semi final game was a grueling
battle that took many turns. The team
fought with intensity and held the respect
of our synagogue name. The dedication of
the team was extraordinary with players
playing through injuries and fatigue,
including a broken nose (thank you Ariel.)
Many parents and fans attended the game
as well as every other game throughout the
season giving us priceless moral support.
Unfortunately the team fell short of victory
in the final minutes by a mere couple of
points ending the season. After the
game....... was a different story!!

The team may not have won a championship.....but we were
victorious without title. Playing for the team myself in high
school, the idea of the Mashadi Magic was to bring a competitive
team together to represent our community, but also to build close
friendships and relationships with teammates. Many friendships
that I have today are a result of being on the team with
community members that I would have had no affiliation with if
otherwise. This year the same goal was achieved. The kids
gained a trust in one another as well as a friendship and bond that
will last a lifetime.

I want to thank all 17 players for making this the most
exciting and memorable season I have ever been apart of. I want
to thank Assistant Coach, Adam Kordvani who put his heart and
effort into helping the team achieve its success. Adam played an
extremely crucial role for the team, and the team is extremely
grateful for his time and vocal intensity. I would like to thank all
the parents and fans who went out of their way to attend our
games whether home or away in order to support us. A special
thanks goes out to Ms. Mahtab Zar, who without her help behind
the scenes as well as distracting opposing free throw shooters
during games, this season would not have been possible.

Thanks Guys,

Coach Jay

Team Members:

Ryan Zar, Ariel Mordekhai, Shawn Aziz, Troy Kordvani,
Matthew Ebrani, Joel Gorjian, Adam Hajibai, Joshua Livi,
Nathan Zaboulani, Cody Hakimian, Ariel Gad, Menne Lolai,
Joshua Namdar, Ariel Hakimi, Brian Hematian, Eli Bassalian
David Hakimian

Mashadi Magic 08-09

Ariel Mardkhai

The Mashadi Magic accomplished many goals this season.
Led by Coach Jason Hakimi and assistant coach Adam Kordvani,
the team finished with a 9-1 regular season record and a number
one seed in the playoffs. After losing in the semi final round of
the playoffs, the Magic fell short of their goal of a championship.

Despite the tough loss to end the season, the players and
coaches view the season as a great success, not only on the court
but off it as well. A special bond was
created by the members of this team that
will never be forgotten. Every week for
seven months, seventeen high school kids
aging from fourteen to eighteen all came to
synagogue to play basketball, but ended up
gaining so much more. New friendships
between people who would never talk to
each other have been created. For many
people on the team, the semi final loss was
the last game of their career in this
community. The Magic came from behind
in the fourth quarter but fell short at the
end in a four point loss. The team never
gave up hope, fighting through fatigue and
pain to have a shot at the championship. Showing their true
dedication after a tough loss at home in the last game of the
season, the Mashadi Magic came together as a team to comfort
one another, as many became emotional after realizing they will
never wear a Mashadi Magic uniform again. The basketball
knowledge obtained throughout this seven month period was
belittled by the lessons the team learned not only as basketball
players, but as human beings. By the end of the season, the
Mashadi Magic did not look at themselves as a basketball team,
but as a family. The bonding that took place in the gym of the
Shaare Shalom synagogue showed the true unity of the Mashadi
community. The quality of being a true family, being there for
each other and always lending a helping hand was encouraged
throughout the season by the coaches.

On behalf of the Mashadi Magic team, I would like to give a
special thanks to the fans for supporting us. The tremendous
cheering and support gave us an edge against our opponent at
every home game. We couldn't have made it to where we did
without it. Also, I would like to thank Jason Hakimi and Adam
Kordvani for being devoted to the team and never losing faith in
us.

Thank You
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Il1z’s Fantasy Football Corner

Ilan Zabihi

As the son-in-law of the editor in chief of this publication, I
have been nominated the liberty to start a column on a topic of
my choosing. Most of you know me as sports fanatic and
prodigy. Whether you all like it or not, this column will be
running for as long as I please. In this
article, I will address the worldwide
plague and phenomenon known as
Fantasy Football, as well as provide
some player rankings for the upcoming
2009 season.

During the football season, we
men undergo huge ranges of emotion.
At times, we are excited and feel that we
are on top of the world. Absolutely
nothing can distract us (wives, children,
food, work etc.). Other times, we are
stressed and sick to our stomachs (still in no
mood for wives, children, food, work etc.)
because all we can think about is how our
fantasy football teams will fare. Do we need to make
any improvements or changes with our teams? How
come we are so down on our luck? How did a lopsided trade
happen that affects the entire league get approved? How come
several of our main players keep getting injured?

Every fall, millions of people of all ages and ethnicities are
involved in widespread Fantasy Football pandemonium. It is
reported that President Obama participates in twelve different
Fantasy leagues of his own. Fantasy Football is not only big in
the States; in recent years, it has become popular worldwide (the
epidemic has claimed the prince of Saudi Arabia). [ am
convinced it is the most addicting drug on the planet today. Once
you get involved, there is no way out. And it is 100% legal.
Anyone can participate in it.

Furthermore, as arguably the most active participant, I have
taken it upon myself to establish the following rankings for the
2009 season:

Quarterbacks

1) Peyton Manning - The most consistent, safest QB in any
fantasy football format.

2) Drew Brees - Has arguably more offensive weapons than
any other QB in the league.

3) Tom Brady - Only concern is that he’s coming back from
a major knee injury but their offense is still intact.

4) Kurt Warner- He is turning thirty-nine this year, but if he
stays healthy, he has the potential to perform better than
he did last year.

5) Aaron Rodgers - Brett Favre’s successor has all the tools
to become a stud in the West Coast offense.

Runningbacks

1) Adrian Peterson- He will be at the top of everyone’s draft
board. He’s the most explosive player in the NFL today.

2) Stephen Jackson - He never
seems to stay healthy for a full
season, but if he does, he can
put up great numbers.

3) Matt Forte - He’s the only
offensive weapon on the Bears
and he can also catch the ball
out of the backfield better than
any RB in the league.

4) Michael Turner - was a td
machine down the stretch and is
only in his 2nd year as a full
time starter

5) Maurice Jones Drew- they got
rid of Fred Taylor which means
he will get more touches

Wide Receivers

1) Larry Fitzgerald - He has been the most consistent WR
in the past two years and there is no reason to think he will
slow down this year.

2) Andre Johnson - Super consistent if he and his QB stay
healthy.

3) Calvin Johnson - Doesn’t get many receptions, but on the
upside, he has the potential to be the best fantasy WR this
year.

4) Steve Smith - Somewhat inconsistent at times but he
plays harder than any other WR in the game today.

5) Reggie Wayne - Expecting to post bigger numbers with
Marvin Harrison gone.

In the next column, I will be discussing how it is to have
my wife around on football Sundays!

e These rankings were made on June 15th
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The Eccentric Corner:
Whats in a Name?

Michael M. Mardkha

The pure purpose of the articles in this corner is an attempt to make you chuckle, grin or raise
your eyebrow. It has no bearing on politics, religion, finance ...etc. and it has no philosophical

value whatsoever.
Enjoy!

My friends and I were watching March Madness the
other day and cracking a few jokes in between timeouts. One
friend asked, “Do you know what Fiat stands for? Fix It Again
Tony.” And then came “BMW?” which stands for “Break My
Window,” and then “Pontiac” which translates to “Poor Old
...... Cadillac,” etc. After politely laughing at these jokes I also
decided to do a little research on well known company names
and see where they originated. So here is a sample of what I
found;

Cadillac - Cadillac was named after the 18th century French
explorer Antoine Laumet de La Mothe sieur de Cadillac (try to
say all of that in one breath), founder of Detroit, Michigan.
Cadillac is also a small town in the South of France.

Pontiac — No, it does not stand for ‘“Poor Old .....” Rather
Pontiac or “Obwandiyag” (who lived circal712-1750), was a
Native American Ottawa war leader remembered for his
participation in a struggle against British occupation of the Great
Lakes region that bears his name: Pontiac's Rebellion.

BMW — Well it does not stand for “Break My Window” either.
It’s an abbreviation of Bayerische Motoren Werke (Bavarian
Motor Factories).

Mercedes - This is the first name of the daughter of Emil
Jellinek, who worked for the early Daimler Company around
1900. Now it’s the most popular name with exotic dancers.

Volkswagen - Translates to "people's car" from German, which
was a project of Ferdinand Porsche in the 1930s and ‘40s; to
produce a car which was affordable for the masses - the "Kraft-
durch-Freude-Wagen." 1 think there must a new car called
“Obamawagon” in the works somewhere.

Alfa Romeo - The Company was originally known as ALFA,
which is an acronym meaning Anonima Lombarda Fabbrica
Automobili. When Nicola Romeo bought ALFA in 1915, his
surname was appended to the company name.

Coca-Cola - Coca-Cola's name is derived from the coca leaves
and kola nuts used as flavoring. Creator, John S. Pemberton
changed the 'K' of kola to 'C' for the name to look better.

Pepsi - Pepsi derives its name from (treatment of) dyspepsia, an
intestinal ailment. I guess that explains the gas.

It is merely a five minute escape into the pure world of Eccentric facts.

Starbucks - named after Starbuck, a character in Herman
Melville's whaling novel, Moby-Dick. Next time you are in a
Starbucks ask for a “whale” size instead of “grande”.

IBM — Despite popular belief IBM does not stand for “Itsy Bitsy
Machines”. IBM was started by an ex-employee of National
Cash Register (NCR); to one-up them in all respects he called his
company International Business Machines. Notice that “I”
comes before “’N”, “B” before “C,” and “M” before “R”. On a
personal observation, if you take the letters of alphabet before
IBM you have HAL which was one of the main characters in a
1968 film “A Space Odyssey” by Stanley Kubrick and Arthur C.
Clark, probably one of the best science fictions films ever made.

Nike - named for the Greek goddess of victory. I have no idea
why it was a goddess and not a god.

Adidas - from the name of the founder Adolf (Adi) Dassler.

Kodak - Both the Kodak camera and the name were the invention
of founder George Eastman. The letter "K" was a favorite with
Eastman. He tried out various combinations of words starting
and ending with "K". He saw three advantages in the name. It
had the merits of a trademark word, would not be mispronounced
and the name did not resemble anything in the art. There is a
misconception that the name was chosen because of its similarity
to the sound produced by the shutter of the camera.

Xerox - The inventor, Chestor Carlson, named his product trying
to say 'dry' (as it was dry copying, markedly different from the
then prevailing wet copying). The Greek root "xer' means dry.

eBay - Pierre Omidyar (ham shahri!), who had created the
Auction Web trading website, had formed a web consulting
concern called Echo Bay Technology Group. "Echo Bay" didn't
refer to the town in Nevada, the nature area close to Lake Mead,
or any real place. "It just sounded cool," Omidyar reportedly
said. When he tried to register EchoBay.com, though, he found
that Echo Bay Mines, a gold mining company, had gotten it first.
So, Omidyar registered what (at the time) he thought was the
second best name: eBay.com.

Google - the name is a misspelling of the word googol, reflecting
the company's mission to organize the immense amount of
information available online.
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Material Girls...and Guys

Jasmine Dilmanian

Have you ever found yourself sitting across from an
acquaintance on the LIRR pondering whether that Hermés belt
was purchased at Americana or on E-Bay? If so, I graciously
invite you to join the club. Most Mashadis I know, including
myself, are unfortunately guilty as charged; it seems as though
this community has a disproportionately overwhelming love
affair with things, while only honing a casual courtship with
people, events, and knowledge actually worthwhile. This is not
to say that the strong interest in all things en vogue is a terrible
malady; nonetheless, a severe problem arises when a person has
a catalogue of every Rolex model engrained in his or her mind
while not knowing who the current Secretary of State is or while
never having read a novel cover to cover.

These days, lost in a misty haze of Blackberries and
MacBooks, your average adolescent or twenty-something (and
yes, maybe even thirty-something) may very well be lacking
depth and personality because he or she is utterly consumed.
Consumed by the worst-dressed list in People Magazine.
Consumed by an awkward friend request on Facebook.
Consumed by what uncanny surgical operation Dr. Troy will be
performing on next week’s episode of Nip/Tuck. Rare is the
teenager who can name more than two Beatles songs or who
knows the capital of Australia. Although some of us may tend to
blame all of our weaknesses on our parents, it is probably no
one’s fault but our own that we allow garbage as such to infiltrate
our minds to the point where nobody even has a hobby anymore.

I can count on one measly hand the number of people I know
who genuinely have a real hobby that excludes unnecessary
gadgets and mindless chatter. Moreover, talent does not consist
of being able to accurately identify a VVS2 4.5-carat diamond
from across a crowded room. Some have become especially
jaded after decades of work on 47" Street where the wealth of the
world is aggregated in gems. Those magnificent window
displays are blinding...in every sense.

It has become increasingly difficult in this environment to
encourage people to take advantage of their natural talents and
swim against the current. There are certain standards from which
we are afraid to deviate at the risk of embarrassment or shame.
Little do many know, the consequences of stagnancy are far
worse.

Furthermore, one can’t help but observe an epidemic of the
“ignorance is bliss” attitude both among youth as well as our
elders. Comedian Chris Rock sarcastically mocks his own
culture, the African American community, citing the ugly yet
amusing truth that nothing will make a black person happier than
“not knowing the answer to your question!” Through claims that
the most an average African American high school student
knows about his own history is that “uhh...Martin Luther King”
was an important guy, Rock portrays an ignorance in his own
culture in that one can’t help but be interpolated by:
“uhh...Moses?”

By the same token, too many Mashadis wish never to branch
out, to learn on their own just for the sake of knowing something
new, to travel, to expand horizons, to meet new people, and to
broaden their scope of what the world is all about.

Presumably, the real crux of the issue does not lie in the fact
that people praise good style and high taste. In fact, I see nothing
wrong with a thorough appreciation and yearning for the finer
things in life. The actual ills plaguing us have little to do with
how pretty we think Chanel bags and Moncler coats are; rather,
there are deeper roots of ignorance, jealousy, and rivalry. Too
many young people who drive BMWs know very little, and
frankly, care very little about what kind of work went into paying
for the lease or how much their parents’ bank accounts are
suffering in this ailing economy. As a result, a largely
complacent and ungrateful youth is bred. Thereafter, the
addiction to that “new (German) car smell” is propagated and
normalized. All too often, parents stress to their children
marriage over education; so, is it really any wonder that sixteen
year-old girls fantasize about Laliques on their future coffee
tables?

At the root of every apparently simple vice lie the true
complex underlying reasons for it. Perhaps the why in this
dilemma is more multifaceted than meets the eye. American
media and pop culture certainly emphasize glitz and glamour, yet
it seems that stepping foot into the Great Neck bubble is a
completely different experience than going almost anywhere else
in the nation. Granted, wealthy Jews in communities worldwide
have had the historical tendency to be ostentatious. Three crucial
differences though, that largely affect us as opposed to others, are
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as follows: a) people with more limited financial means trying to
keep up with the affluent few “Jones’s” in terms of publicly
viewed possessions while struggling to allocate their money
where it counts; b) an ongoing sense of competition fueled by the
fact that we all see each other everywhere on a daily basis,
including work, school, Starbucks, the train, restaurants, “the
Boat” etc.; and c) a higher admiration for traditional and
sometimes hindering values that conflict with educational and
social opportunities that the average American would naturally
be exposed to. Ever been to sleep away camp? 1 didn’t think so.

How, then, must one strike a proper balance between Jimmy
Choos and the Wall Street Journal? Explore. Visit a museum.
Grab two friends and go to the zoo. This might sound eerily like
a brochure you received on your last trip to Cancun; however,
stepping out of one’s comfort zone and discovering uncharted
territory is the first step toward becoming more cultured and less
fascinated by plastic representations of wealth and status. Pursue
politics, take up windsurfing, learn Torah!

Maintaining an open mind, of course, will rid us of backward
circumstances. Indeed, the harsh critique does not apply to the

entire community. There are mere bits and pieces of materialism
in even the best of us, the independent and strong-willed
withstanding. Some have more battles to combat than others in
this area, but that is not to say we cannot each recognize and
acknowledge this problem intrinsically. ~ Moreover, it is
paramount to recognize that even the shallowest person has a
goldmine of potential substance buried deep beneath the rubble.
It is a true feat to challenge ourselves and those who surround us
to dig underneath and reveal it.

Not everyone is destined be a rocket scientist. Your next
train ride into Manhattan, during which you are secretly
appraising your cohort’s attire, need not be because you feel
compelled to go to the Opera. True respect for academia and the
arts is commendable, but for most, it’s just about baby steps
outside of the easy world we know so well. One may
nonetheless be proud to maintain a penchant for the aesthetically
pleasing. Only a small push in the right direction is needed,
astray from close mindedness, in order to rid one’s self of greed,
bad habits, or a tainted vision of life stemming from an
infatuation with, well...things.

Tales from the 8:19 Express

Written Anonymously by Simon Zar

As I wake up each morning dreading my commute to the
city, I think about how to avoid human contact on the train. As I
am walking from the parking lot to the station, my anxiety starts
to kick in, my stomach rumbles, and I begin to lose color. Will I
have to sit with someone the whole train ride? Will I get a good
seat on the train or be stuck with my face smothered to the
window with a group of gossipers who act like they haven’t seen
one another in years? In most cases, it is the latter and the
conversations revolve around who just bought the most
expensive house, who just got that new car, how much money
each individual in the community is apparently worth, what kind
of jewelry this guy just bought for his wife...you get the point.
People still decide to loudly schmooze even while I have my i-
Pod headphones jammed in my ear or while I’m pretending to act
important on my Blackberry.

As of late, the morning banter has been about weddings and
parties leading up to weddings. It’s a hot topic in our community
that everyone is suddenly acting like they care. All it took is a
recession and plunging home and stock values for people to
realize that less is more. On one recent train ride, although it
appeared that my i-Pod was actually on, I overheard discussion
about how the Central Board wants to implement new
“suggestions” about the excessive partying going on.

For the few of you who actually know me, you know I am a
party pooper. I don’t like going to a wedding just because the
groom is the nephew of a couple who used to be in my in-laws
“group.” 1 have no interest in sitting in the back of 54
Steamboat, barely hearing a word on a Saturday and watching
people attack trays of stale cookies like a heard of nomads (what
we call Shiras). I definitely am not into Scarlet 130, Cherry,
Ruby Lounge, or whatever the downstairs of 130 Steamboat is
called this week.

I have been holding in my thoughts for too long and I have
reached my boiling point. I wish to express my opinion on lavish
and unnecessary parties. Please keep in mind, this is just an
opinion. These are not the views of my family. I could care less

if you agree with me. This is simply a topic that is being blown
out of proportion and I feel that I should share my thoughts.
Thus, here are my positions on each of the following: weddings,
parties leading up to weddings, engagements, and Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs.

(For those of you still reading this nonsense, I will start
with weddings, probably the touchiest subject that has struck a
chord in many):

According to Wikipedia: “4 wedding is the ceremony in
which two people are united in marriage. Wedding traditions and
customs vary greatly between cultures, ethnic groups, religions,
countries, and social classes. Most wedding ceremonies involve
an exchange of wedding vows by the couple, presentation of a
gift (offering, ring(s), symbolic item, flowers, money), and a
public proclamation of marriage by an authority figure or
leader. Special wedding garments are often worn, and the
ceremony is followed by a wedding reception. Music, poetry,
prayers or readings from Scripture or literature also may be
incorporated in the ceremony.”

Our current definition of a wedding is as follows: A
wedding is a ceremony that has nothing to do with the two
people getting married. It is a gathering of the majority of the
community, regardless of age, in which the party throwers try to
exaggerate their financial situation. Must have at least five (or,
let me say four to keep you people happy) lavish parties leading
up to the extravaganza. Must invite all aunts, uncles, cousins,
great uncles, great aunts, second cousins, parents “groups”,
siblings “groups”, uncles and aunts’ “groups”, the top ten percent
of the wealthy, and Larry.

After some thought, you will reluctantly realize that I am
correct; our parties are getting out of hand. I tell some of my co-
workers that I had 540 people attend my wedding and that this is
considered small in our community. They think I am
experimenting on some sort of recreational pharmaceutical.
Most weddings are in the six figure range. Many of them get
close to $200,000, considering all costs involved. 1 am certain
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that three out of every four couples think their wedding was a
waste of money after the fact. Think about it: at least $20,000
per hour for your “average” 6 hour wedding. You can feed
seventy-five children living in a third world country for one year
per each hour of your wedding. (And I am calculating this based
on the “smaller” weddings.)

On the other hand, the people who throw these lavish
events have the right to do so. If they worked hard for their
money and want to have a huge wedding, engagement or bar/bat
mitzvah for their child, more power to them. No single person or
group of people has the right to tell someone to downsize their
party. What will come next? Telling someone they can’t buy a
big house? Or that they shouldn’t have leather seats? Suggesting
people should only use the bathroom twice a day? We do not
live under a dictatorship. We live in Great Neck, where
absolutely no rules apply. Although I think it is crazy to spend
this kind of money on parties, who am I to judge? Who are you
to judge? The problem is that some people feel that they are
violating a commandment if they don’t have a huge party. They
will be embarrassed or afraid that people will start talking about
them, and unfortunately, people surely will. On a side note, my
theory is that stories and gossip normally lasts two weeks within
the community or until the next juicy bombshell drops,
whichever comes first.

For example, I decided not have a Shabbat Aroosi or Shira.
I just decided to save the money towards the $7,000 I have to pay
the Yeshiva next year to take care of my son for two hours a day
and buy a new air conditioning unit because I firmly believe that
a better climate leads to a better marriage. And please someone
step forward and admit it, no one likes going to these extra
parties. Although it is great to celebrate a joyous occasion, deep
down inside everyone wants to be left alone after they get
married.

If we stop caring about why we aren’t invited to a party and
how it is possible for someone to have the audacity to invite us
and not our entire family, it will help tone down the size and cost
of the party. People are strained by the pressure of looking good
for six hours in front of the community that is difficult for many.
It is not necessarily the amount of people at the party that is the
issue; it is the amount being spent. We should really only have
the people that are close to us. Again, I know I sound
hypocritical, but if you have the means to drop six figures on a
party, go ahead. Just don’t flaunt it in people faces and make it
seem like it is necessary to have such a monstrous event. And
please realize it is a party for the people getting married. Let
them have a say in the decision making, not just the color of the
kippas (if you are lucky)!

The next items I’d like to address are parties prior to
weddings which include proposal parties, henna parties, bridal
showers, mikvah parties, etc.:

It is my understanding that our board might suggest getting
rid of these parties altogether. How about letting couples enjoy
their proposal night without having half the community jammed
in their house or backyard? This event should only really be
geared towards the couples close friends and family. By “close”,
I mean parents, siblings, some cousins, and close friends. Not
your parents group aka “doreh”. I personally would wish I
wasn’t being cheered on by fifty people as I was violently
shaking trying to climb up a ladder into a window trying to
propose.

I still have no idea the meaning of a Henna Party. I feel
like it is another party to add to the repertoire for your family

members who don’t speak English. I can understand a mother
or grandmother getting upset if a bride wants to bypass the henna
party, but maybe we should keep them extremely small for the
sanity of bride. A bridal shower is not necessarily a Mashadi
tradition, but it is actually a party brides enjoy. It is great to
continue customs and traditions from the past, but leave the
choice up to the bride if she has to choose between the two.

I can’t really speak on mikvah parties because I have never
been to one, and hope to never be at one in the future. I just hear
that sometimes this turns into a fiasco and catered food is
involved. Let the poor bride have her moment of peace and
spirituality. It is the only alone time she has had in the past
months leading to the big day.

Now let’s get to engagements: I will keep this short and to
the point. These parties should be for immediate families. They
are huge for no reason. Let’s try to keep them small and save our
energy for the nuptials. Please don’t make it obligatory to buy
the bride a necklace, huge diamond engagement ring, bracelet,
studs, and an anklet. Every bride deserves the best jewelry, but
let’s try to be realistic and buy what we are comfortable
spending. And please don’t use the excuse that jewelry is an
investment. Yeshiva is and investment, not 24-karat gold toe
rings.

Bar/ Bat Miztvahs: This is a sticky one, since most of the
parties are really for the parents. The kids have no say in their
own parties, so there is no point in arguing. If you have the
means, go for it if you think it’s needed. Most people my age
look back when they get older and say, “Wow, that was a total
waste of money; imagine if I had that money now.” Let’s try to
take it easy with these parties for the children. Don’t make them
feel left out because they didn’t have a fire-blowing jump-roping
tiger at their party.

I have observed that many people in this community are all
talk. They do not take action. The majority of the people I speak
with regarding these issues feel that unnecessary parties should
be eliminated and the ones we throw should be toned down. I
genuinely believe that in my upcoming generation, we will not
be throwing these lavish parties. Many of us don’t think it is
important, nor will we act like we have the means to do so. Until
then, it is up to you baby boomers. How about you start taking
action? Actions will always speak louder than words!

I would like to reiterate the message I wish to convey with
this article. I personally am not in favor of huge parties. I think
they are a total waste of money that should be saved for future
generations and better causes. That is not to say, though, that the
people throwing large parties do not give to better causes. Some
people spend money on big houses, some on flashy cars, some
like to save up and some enjoy big parties, which is fine. I do
not want to criticize those who have had sizeable parties in the
past. They have worked hard and taken risks to earn their
money, and perhaps they want everyone to enjoy celebrating
their simcha. I will not judge anyone until I am in their shoes.

I run the risk of sounding like a total hypocrite writing this.
I had a huge bar mitzvah and a six figure wedding that was
beyond my control. Still, I hope that anyone who is still reading
this article can wake up and understand that I am talking from
experience. Maybe you can take a tidbit from this gibberish and
think wiser when planning a party!

Stay tuned for next edition of the Megillah. Wife
permitting, I will discuss infant birthday parties, “groups,” and
why I am banned from using certain words in this community.
Let the bashing begin. Goodnight and good luck!
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The Audacity of Money

Ilan Nassimi

A few weeks ago, my friend Jasmine Dilmanian asked me
to write an article for the upcoming issue of Megillah. Well, not
so much asked as much as threatened to jam a taser into very
uncomfortable places if I refused. She told me the subject I was
to cover was materialism in our community, so, being a good
friend (and having an aversion to tasers), I set right to work.
After only a few minutes of thinking about how I was going to
lecture thousands of people about

get to do what he truly loved because there wasn’t enough money
in that business to satisfy his family. But then I really started to
wonder about myself. What about me? Am I doing what I love?
How many young boys dream of growing up and becoming a
financial services rep, pitching tax strategies and investment
advice all day? I realized that I’'m doing what I do because
there’s money in it. I’m doing what I do because my parents
expect me to be a millionaire by the

how horrible their materialistic
tendencies are, I came to a startling
and unsettling conclusion...I am
materialistic. Not just
materialistic, but materialistic to
the point of profound delusion. I
am absolutely obsessed with
money. It seems that it’s all I talk
about with friends, cousins, even
my parents and grandmother. How
to get it, how to spend it, and how
much everyone else has.

Maybe that’s the whole

problem. Maybe “each

other” is the reason we

(and 1) are so obsessed
with money.

time I’'m twenty-five (and
considering I’'m twenty-four at the
moment, they are in for a rude
awakening). The pressure of being
Mashadi includes the pressure of
being rich. My family and my
friends flash it in my face everyday.
I fall right into line as best I can, with
expensive belts, car, and a luxury
apartment in the city. But when I
wake up in the morning, are these the
things that motivate me to make

And so I decided to refocus
my article away from what’s wrong with our community and
focus instead on what the heck is wrong with me (this is
apparently a multi-part article). The first thing I learned while
studying the concept of materialism is that “materialism” is a
ridiculously annoying word to google. Apparently it has five
different meanings that are completely unrelated to one another;
it took me nearly twenty minutes to realize that the word I should
be googling is “consumerism.”

Okay then, first problem solved. So, step two is defining
consumerism. Simple enough: consumerism is “the equation of
personal happiness with consumption and the purchase of
material possession. . . in order to attain social status” (thank you
Wikipedia.com). Okay, so now we’re getting somewhere. But,
am I...are we really like that? Do we as a community truly
believe that we can only attain happiness through shiny objects
and high-priced toys? Maybe we have expensive tastes, but
surely we’re better than that. I’ve been raised my entire life
being taught that I’'m better than “Amricahyees” and that their
culture was poison. Mashadis are special...we have G-d, we
have family, we have each other.

But maybe that’s the whole problem. Maybe “ecach other”
is the reason we (and I) are so obsessed with money. I
remembered a moment I had with a good friend of mine who
works on 47th street. We were browsing through Borders Book
Store near Penn Station when he suddenly confided in me that, if
given the choice, his dream job was to be a writer of science
fiction novels, and that he secretly didn’t enjoy his current job.
At that moment I did what anyone would do...I broke into
hysterical laughter. This man actually dreamed of working in an
industry with chubby, pasty, white men whose closest contact
with a woman was Asian anime cartoon characters.

After I recovered, I started to feel badly for him. My friend
knew, at the ripe young age of twenty-four, that he would never

money?

It seems on the surface that I’m shallow. But the more I
thought about it, the more I realized that I’'m not obsessed with
money because I want it. Sure, I like to buy nice things, but I
could do that with much less than the millions of dollars I dream
of one day earning. I look at the major expenses of the average
Mashadi family, and I notice that the largest expenses are not the
Mercedes, or the Hermeés belts. Their biggest expenses are a
beautiful home, Yeshiva, health insurance, and college tuition.
When my friends say that they “don’t have enough money to get
married,” they aren’t saying that they can’t afford a lavish
wedding; they’re saying they can’t provide for a family yet. 1
may listen to my parents’ push to earn more money, but that’s
only because I want to provide for them when they are older.
The truth is that our obsession with wealth is not about pretty
things; it’s about providing a comfortable life for our loved ones
so they don’t have to worry about paying the electric bill. My
happiness, it turns out, doesn’t come from my money, but rather
from what my money can do for my future wife whom I may not
have even met yet, my future children who have not been
conceived yet, and my parents who never wanted anything from
me besides my love.

It would seem that the Mashadi obsession with wealth and
material things does not stem from our selfishness, but rather
from our selflessness. Maybe being “materialistic” isn’t such a
bad thing after all, as long as it’s for the right reasons. So I
suggest to my fellow young Mashadis who are stressing over
money to remember whom they’re stressing for. And to them I
ask this question...does anyone know where I can get a good
deal on a Rolex?

Megillah, Number 93, 38

Tammuz 5769, July 2009



From Kew Gardens to Kings Point

Evolution or Devolution?
Talia Zabihi

Remember when your backyard was Forest Park?
Remember when you walked to Shaare Tova on Saturdays even
if you were not Shomer Shabbat? Remember when the local
grocery store was on your block and you never had to drive to
pick up milk or a loaf of bread? Remember when you were
within walking distance from the nearest subway station and all
you needed was a one-dollar token to get you to and from the
city? Remember when one car was all you needed to commute
and the only places you needed to commute to were 108th street
for meat or Queens Center mall for your latest fix of Fayva
shoes? Remember when we were

up with this standard of living?  Let’s dissect all the other
criteria that need to be met so that we can feel average: 1) Must
buy your pre-teen a Blackberry. The same preteen who, had he
or she been raised ten years earlier, would have dealt with
seventh grade without a cell phone or text messaging, but rather
with his or her head buried in textbooks. The horror. 2) Must
enroll infant/toddler in schools of which reported tuitions are
$7,000 a year (the same infant or toddler whose mother probably
went to a CUNY college for the same annual figure just a few
years earlier). 3) Must throw pre-pubescent child undergoing an
awkward/ugly stage of life a

all pretty happy living in Kew
Gardens?

Long gone are those days.
Now, most of our families reside
on quarter-acre plots and have
their own backyards. People with
no alternatives have to go to hotels

Just the

other
revolutionary husband had
audacity to ask me, “Would you ever
move to Little Neck?”
straight in the eye and said, “No.”

lavish bar/bat mitzvah so that we

week, my

the

women have an excuse to wear
evening dresses that would
otherwise have had to wait until
the very same child’s wedding.
Sounds holy enough.

In order to avoid sounding

I looked him

on Yom Kippur to avoid walking
two to ten arduous miles during a fast. The local grocery store
has a parking lot. The fare to Manhattan is reportedly climbing
up to $250 peak round trip. And I reside on Great Neck Road,
yet I refuse to walk to my office, Walbaums, Station Branch
Library or Shop Delight, all of which are on Great Neck Road.
My guess is that not many of us are much happier than we were
when we lived in 11415.

Now that my wedding (and the painful wedding guest list-
making process) is out of the way, my thoughts have turned to a
topic a bit more stress-inducing: living expenses. A couple of
years ago, there was a wave of people in the community who got
married. Many of those young couples opted to purchase a home
immediately after their weddings. Fast-forward to five years
later; now, what we have is a tidal wave of people in the
community who have gotten married within the past twelve
months. Many of these young couples have opted to rent. Why?
There are a few reasons, but the main one is that obtaining a loan
is not so easy these days, even if a couple is ready to put down a
chunky down payment. Word on the street is that you have to
show, on the books, a sizable six figure annual income as a
prerequisite for purchasing a sub-par home in the West Egg. 1
don’t know how many of us are making a sizable six-figure
income, even off the books. In fact, I don’t think there are too
many of us couples under thirty making that amount in today’s
deteriorating economy even jointly.

So, now that our parents (G-d bless them all and their
enghelab-zadeh souls for working their hardest to give us the
best) have set the bar so high, how on earth are we going to keep

condescending or controversial,
let me just state that I myself will probably fall victim to all of
the above. For example, just the other week, my revolutionary
husband had the audacity to ask me “would you ever move to
Little Neck?” I looked him straight in the eye and said, “No.”
When he asked me why, I said, “I want to be near my parents.”
Then, I felt like an idiot. Little Neck is closer to my Lake
Success-residing parents than the village of Great Neck. And if
you ever take a detour through this neighborhood to the Long
Island Expressway, you’ll find yourself pleasantly surprised.
Most homes are nicer than those in Great Neck. The catch: less
land. The perk: less property taxes and less fare to the city.
Now, I don’t mean to suggest an exodus to Little Neck. Nothing
of the sort. But the fact that my socialist self felt threatened after
my capitalist husband suggested living in Little Neck is
frightening. Little Neck is to ninety-five percent of people in the
world a fantastic place to live. So is Kew Gardens.

Why our elders felt the need to migrate to this peninsula
and commit to fifteen to thirty years of very heavy mortgages is
beyond me. We were blessed enough to be living in any
religiously tolerant neighborhood in New York. Now, we are
super blessed with great public school systems and a wealthy
Jewish neighborhood. What I find extremely unnerving is: how
much more can we be blessed? What more can we give the next
generation? | wonder if most of us will even be able to afford
Forest Park as our backyard.
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Shaare Zeaek

The world-wide “family” of
Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem
Announces with profound thanks, admiration, and respect,
The naming of the

PARVIZ OHEBSHALOM

Cancer Pain and Palliative Medicine Clinic

2HWATIN PR WY 2D NRDIN

We salute Nader and Fred Ohebshalom
And their wives Jeanette and Yvonne
For their generous gifts and kind hearts
That offer hope, comfort, compassion and
Emotional support to our cancer patients.

May they and their families be blessed
with nachat, good health, and much success.

Prof. Jonathan Halevy, Director-General

Jack Bentheim, President

Jack Harounian
International Chairman
Iranian Friends of Shaare Sedek

American Committee for Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem
49 West 45th Street 212-354-8801 www.acsz.org
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The Publication of “Megillah” is made
possible by the generous contributions of our
supporters.

Megillah would like to thank all of those who
responded to our request in the past issues by
sending in their contributions. The names of
contributors appear below in alphabetical
order within each category. Contributions of
350 or more will be recognized for one year
in Megillah.
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ROBERT BICHOUPAN, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

e Robin S. Laveman
e Jennifer Calvao

¢ Robert Bichoupan
e Carolyn Bichoupan
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- Commercial

- Contracts

- Leases

- Evictions

- Corporate

- Wills and Trusts
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Tel: (516) 482-1186

Fax: (5616) 482-7614
Robert@Bichoupan.com

- Family

Over 15 Years Experience
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Free Initial Consultation
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Great Neck
175 East Shore Road,
Great Neck, NY 11023
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leya's Hair Removal

R { Latesi in Laser & Electrolysis Hair Removal

Electrolysis: $25 for half hour $50 for one hour
Laser: Special Summer Prices Available from
May 1st thru August 31st
Face, Underarms or bikini - $50
Stomach or Back - $50 - $100
Half Leg- $150 Full Leg - $250
Full Body = $500 Full Arms - $100
wi Prices are for per session
\ - /‘ Tel: (516) 551 8194

Located in Great Neck
By Appointment Only
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Sub Specialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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Specialist In Ocular Inflammation T F Pl s
Laser Surgery for Senile Macular Degeneration Wb S Pl Slpon Sl
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e Surgery for Retinal Detachment W Ol e Sl e
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Graduate of Tufts S S0 0usClD fuasdl £
Medical School gl 9
Ophthalmic Residency at State : 3 N ; e e aaskin
University of New York By \+ ' 5 99 94 b oALilS
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Retina Fellowship from Cpsc Marve . 5 Pl o O

University of Texas at Dallas With oo 1953 IS b oasiils

Retina Group PC
1800-559-5594

www.RetinaGroupPC.com

Dr. Jeremy Chess Dr. David Haft Dr. Navid Hakimian

Westchester Center Bronx Center Long Island
6 Xavier Drive, Suite 710 2221 Boston Road 1915 New Hyde Park Road
Yonkers, NY 10704 Bronx, NY 10467 New Hyde Park, NY 11042

(914) 376-2273 (718) 798-3030 (516) 775-6641
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Israel Bonds are the most valuable gift

we can give for any occasion
Support Israel - Buy Israel Bonds

212-446-5853 212-446-5876 : i
Minimum Investment $100 R D e

www.israelbonds.com

DAVID BEN-GURION 1886-1973 11" 111711 TIT

Collect the Postage Stamps of the State of Israel
contact us for a catalog, special collector’s books, and stamp issues.
Israel Philatelic Agency of North America
460 W. 34th Street, 10th floor, New York, New York 10001
Toll-free Phone: (800) 607-2799 e E-mail: ipana@jigpc.net
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FARSHAD SHAFIZADEH M.D.
National Board Certified Urologist
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* Diseases of the Prostate

= Non Invasive, In-Office Treatment of
Enlarged Prostates using TUNA,
MICROWAVE, & LASER Technology

= Men’s Sexual Health/Impotence

* Urinary Incontinence in Both Men &
Women

» Kidney Stones — Laser & Shock Wave
Treatment

= Vasectomy

= Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Manhattan Office

461 Park Ave. South 5th Floor
New York, NY 10016
(212) 777-8566
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