Untimely loss of an
Exceptional Personality

Bahman Kamali

Recently, the Mashadi Community
lost one of its outstanding personalities,
Behrouz Dilmanian (z’l), at the age of
sixty-one.

Behrouz (Nisan Ben Shimon) was
born in Mashad in 1948, near the end
of the period when the Mashadi
Community resided in that city. He
received his elementary education in
Mashad, his secondary education in
Tehran, and completed his college
education in Israel.

Behrouz’s sudden passing not only
shocked his family, friends, and co-
workers, but also saddened the entire
Mashadi Community just a week
before Rosh Hashanah.

Behrouz was an intelligent and
educated person with multiple talents
and thus had many friends. He was a
man of books and was interested in the
arts and traditional Persian music. He
had a wvast knowledge of Persian
poetry, having known numerous poems

by heart.
He was in love with

“For eight years, Behrouz was in the

Behrouz was a good husband and a
kind father. He spent a great deal of
time with his family and was fond of
inviting guests to his home and
extending his hospitality.

The people who worked with
Behrouz considered him hard-working,
trustworthy, creative, and a pleasant
person to work with. He impressed
everyone whom he encountered in
business. His relationships with his
colleagues were so strong that one of
his contacts from Asia came all the
way to New York to pay his respects to
him and his family when he heard the
news.

Behrouz was quite active in
community affairs and was one of the
founders of the present Central Board
system. He started his community
service in the Mashadi Youth
Committee upon his arrival in the
United States in the early 1980s and
was one of its principal members.

Behrouz was an avid
supporter of higher education

Judaism and was a powerful
speaker, constantly aware of the
latest events and news in Israel.
He followed closely all Israeli
achievements and progress in

government  and  society.
Besides having been an
intellectual ~ with  immense

interest in the arts and sciences,
he was a humble and courteous
person and a man of good
manners.

He had studied various
world cultures and showed
interest in  nature  and
photography, through which he
gained familiarity with most
plants and flowers. At the same
time, he was a friendly and

witty person with a good sense of humor.

Behrouz was constantly studying and had a large library in
his home. His friends cannot recall any negative points about
him. He was far from jealousy, hypocrisy, insincerity, negative

founding team of the MYC. He was the
author of the Central Board By-laws and
Chaired the By-laws Committee; he was a
key author of the Mashadi history book
"Two Centuries of Resistance”; he was
involved in creating, promoting and
serving the Central Board. He led the
Supervisory Council for several years, was
one of the key founding Editors of

Megillah for twenty-five years, and
frequently inspired our community
members through his speeches on

Judaism, Zionism, and Mashadism.”

Centuries of Resistance.”

rivalry and all bad traits and was a true role model with a deep

understanding of life.

and was one of the founders of
the  Megillah  publication,
remaining one of  the
magazine’s active editors until
now.

Upon the community’s
move to Great Neck, he served
two consecutive terms on the
Central Board, headed the By-
Laws Committee, and was later
a member of the Supervisory
Council.

Behrouz
together the

helped  bring
history of the
Mashadi Community, which
was compiled by Messrs.
Soleyman Kaboli and Amir
Kohan, into a book, which was
published under the title “Two

Not only will his memory remain with the Mashadi
Community for years to come, but future generations will also
speak of him and keep his blessed memory alive.
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Dad’s Eulogy

Jasmine Dilmanian

Friday, September 11", 2009, an already tragic day commemorating a great loss
American history, also marks a more personal and very bitter loss for the community. On that
morning, a founder of Megillah, a son, a brother, a husband, a father, and a friend, Behrouz

Dilmanian (Nissan ben Shimon z”l) passed away suddenly and shockingly.

On the following

Monday evening, his daughter, Jasmine, 19, recited the following eulogy in memory of her father:

I am making this speech not because I want to, but because it
would make my father proud. It will be hard to sum up his life in
one speech.

Friday was my day to relax. No class. It was a little sad; a rainy
September 11th. At about noon, I received a phone call from my
mother. “Daddy halesh khoob neest. Bordanesh hospital.” 1 said,
“What do you mean?” I think he had a heart attack or something.”
He was already dead. No one had the stomach to tell me.

I raced home crying, saying over and over again, “Please God,
save him.” I must have said it a hundred times. Once at home; I
was still unaware of what had happened. Everyone else probably
knew, but I didn’t. My aunt Shiva called home and told me she was
going to the hospital and she would pick me up. I responded, “Oh,
you’re going too?” The silence in the car was deafening. It took
over an hour in the pouring rain and bumper-to-bumper traffic to get
to this hospital that I had never heard of.

After an eternity of looking out the window, begging God to
save the most decent person I’ve ever known, I ran into the
emergency room. I saw my brother Ilan there with tears in his eyes.
I still didn’t know what was going on. He took my hand and said,
“Dad is not with us anymore.”

The scream I let out even scared me. I can only imagine what it
did to those around me. How could a life like this be cut short? He
didn’t get to see me get married or graduate college. He didn’t get
to play with his grandchildren.

My father had high hopes for everything and everyone in life.
His children were to be educated and always proper and presentable.
They were to be friendly, but not talk too much. They were to go
to kanisa every week, even though we skimped more often than we
should have.

His ways were very interesting. We took two trips to Mexico,
but he hated the sun. He agreed to it only because he knew how
much my mom and I like tanning. He spent ninety percent of his
time in the shade taking pictures of flowers. Whether he was in
Israel, Hong Kong, Cancun, Orlando, St. Thomas, or Yellowstone
National Park (his favorite destination), somehow, he only marveled
about the nature. I’ve never seen a jeweler fascinated so much by a
tree.

I know that many people know him through his articles and
jokes. Certainly, I will try to follow in his footsteps, but those are
big shoes to fill. The most prominent thing we had in common was
that there was always a pen in his hand, and there will always be a
pen in my hand.

I miss the most intelligent man the world has ever known. I miss
his innocence; he would always tell me how for years he avoided
walking past 42nd street on the way to work because he didn’t want
to be around any bad influences. I miss his stubborn ways. I miss
his smile. I miss how he would call me “meeveh khorak” after I
finished all the fruit in my house; I miss how he made French toast
every Sunday morning. I miss him yelling at me because I came

home late. I miss his face, always with a pair of reading glasses on,
his head buried in the most boring book in the world, in one of the
many languages he was fluent in, probably involving Judaism,
poems, carpets, jokes, riddles, the history of the world, flowers, or
cameras.

In fact, the last memory I have of my father is of he and I sitting
in the den arguing over Obama and health care (the nerdiness I
inherited from him, of course) while I was showing him my new
camera. [ had purchased it behind his back because I was afraid he
was going to drag out the process and make a comparison chart,
when all I really wanted was a nice, small camera. He told me I
should have gotten something with a better lens and that I should
have consulted him. Iignored him and walked upstairs. I never saw
him alive again.

To our dear friends and family: we all appreciate everything you
have done for us in the past few days. My father would surely have
done the same for all of you. To my dad’s friends: he loved nothing
more than to sit with you and play cards and tell jokes. It gave him
great pleasure. It is amazing that just last Sunday night, he felt like
having his friends over for a game of cards. He loved all of you like
brothers. He loved all your sons and daughters as if they were his
own. He was just as proud when they became lawyers as when my
brother did.

To my mother’s friends: thank you so much for all the support
and help. I hope none of you will see this day anytime soon and that
you live complete lives. To all of Ilan’s friends, Leor’s friends, and
my friends: your words of kindness are more soothing than you will
ever know. We are so glad you care enough to surround us with so
much love and bring us fast food late at night; we are eternally
grateful. I hope I never have to return the favor. To all our cousins,
aunts, and uncles: for your help and love, my brothers and I are
sincerely thankful. To my dear mamanjoon, khaleh Shiva, emajoon,
ameh Minoo, ameh Farah, Sharon and mom—you had been with
him much longer than I have and I can only imagine what you are
going through. I wish I could change what happened. And finally,
to the Hematian family all those who worked with him at B.H. for so
many years: his life was his work, and even when he was not there,
his heart was. He loved the office and always had a story to tell,
with a smile on his face, of course. It was his second home and his
co-workers and friends were his second family. To those who tried to
save his life in the last moments—G-d bless you and your families.

I hope we are able to move past this tragedy and celebrate happy
occasions for all of you very soon. Please take care of yourselves
and make sure you live long, happy, healthy lives.

There was no warning. The only way to understand this is to
realize that G-d has decided that it was his time to go. We do not
know why. Although he will not be here to sing for me at my
wedding or to see my children, I know he is in a better place with G-
d now, where he belongs.

Thank you.
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Behrouz Dilmanian

A Moral Compass

Behrooz Hakimian (Iranian)

The Conference of the Birds, by Farid ud-Din Attar
Neyshaburi, was a poem Behrouz Dilmanian fondly referred to
on several occasions. The story speaks of thousands of birds on
their flight to enlightenment. At their final destination, the birds
intend to seek the Simorgh for his wisdom, supreme knowledge,
and virtue.  The great Simorgh, visually mirroring the
mythological Phoenix, represents ultimate enlightenment. The
birds must journey through seven arduous valleys that represent
Talab (Yearning), Eshq (Love), Marifat (Gnosis), Istighnah
(Detachment), Tawheed (Unity of G-d), Hayrat (Bewilderment)
and, finally, Fuqur and Fana (Selflessness and Oblivion of G-d).
One by one, the many birds excuse themselves from the journey,
perish, or give up based on their symbolic flaw, depicting
selfishness, weakness, cowardice, arrogance, vanity, laziness,
etc.

Once they approach the abode of the Simorgh, only thirty
birds remain. As promised, they wait for the Simorgh to rise out
up from the lake; only then are they to achieve their final
enlightenment through their “understanding” of the Great One.
What the birds finally discover in the lake is merely their own
reflection. One can ponder the many explanations for Attar’s
culmination of the journey. Attar depicts the important life
qualities that each of the thirty birds possesses as parts of a whole
which equal to enlightenment.

Essentially, one who possesses the core attributes of
goodness is an enlightened soul. = Undoubtedly, Behrouz
Dilmanian emanated this attribute, in the eyes of his beloved
family, dear friends, blessed peers, and fond observers such as
myself. Positive energy flowed through and around him and
enveloped everyone he encountered.

Behrouz was intellectually and spiritually enlightened by the
virtue of his abundant knowledge of science, music, geography,
history, aviation, botany, Zionism, and religion. He savored,
discussed, and shared knowledge, and most importantly utilized
it to help others. He held qualities that would have led
philosophers like Attar to revere him as a learned pillar of
society. Renowned for propelling change through his
knowledge, Behrouz contributed the invaluable work of
gathering historical information about Jewish Mashadi history.

He was socially enlightened by his display of kind acts,
generosity, and humor. = No one could deliver a joke like
Behrouz. Moreover, his ability to identify with anyone and
everyone, as well as his community oriented acts showed his
outstanding social conduct. He was consistently soothing,
cordial, attentive, and interactive.

We often hear the term “popular” used in modern culture and
mistakenly attribute superficial traits as popular ones. Based on
his values and his behavior, his brand of popularity was the kind
that resonated deeply and eternally.

Like a crystal, Behrouz held many facets, all luminescent,
none hidden. He demonstrated emotional enlightenment through

humility, love, honesty, sincerity, joyfulness, and a positive
demeanor. In his body language and stance, holding his head
slightly to the side, one could clearly observe his humility and
learnedness.

In the famous words of Rumi, “Nothing composite will last.”
Behrouz’s memory will last because it was comprised of purity.
It is only befitting to dedicate a monument as a symbol of his
virtuous life. Through this monument, let us reinforce his good
virtues among the children of the Mashadi community. Behrouz
was a learner, teacher, and a thorough gentleman. By seeking the
path to enlightenment, we can inspire ourselves by Behrouz’s
fulfilled flight; and call upon his memory as our moral compass.

The Simorgh

Ah, the Simorgh, who is this wondrous being

Who, one fated night, when time stood still,

Flew over China, not a single soul seeing?

A feather fell from this King, his beauty and his will,

And all hearts touched by it were into tumult thrown.
Everyone who could, traced from it a luminal form;

All who saw the still glowing lines were blown

By longing like trees on a shore bent by storm.

The feather is lodged in China's sacred places,

Hence the Prophet's exhortation for knowledge to seek
Even unto China where the feather's shadow graces

All who shelter under it -- to know of this is not to speak.
But unless the feather's image is felt and seen

No one knows the heart's obscure, shifting states

That replace the fat of inaction with the decisiveness of
leanness.

His grace enters the world and molds our fates

Though without the limit of form or definite shape,

For all definitions are frozen contradictions not fit

For knowing; therefore, if you wish to travel on the Way,
Set out on it now to find the Simorgh, don't prattle and sit
On your haunches till into stiffening death you stray.

All the birds who were by this agitation shook

Aspired to a meeting place to prepare for the Shah,

To release in themselves the revelations of the Book;
They yearned so deeply for He who is both near and far,
They were drawn to this sun and burned to an ember;
But the road was long and perilous that was open to offer.
Hooked by terror, though each was asked to remember
The truth, each an excuse to stay behind was keen to proffer.

By Attar, translated by Rafiq Abdullah
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Central Board Report

July 2009 — October 2009

Ephraim Aminoff

Agreement Between Iranian American
Jewish Federation (IAJF) and UMJCA

A one-year “contract” has been agreed upon between the
IAJF and UMJCA. The IAJF has agreed to pay a minimum
amount to Mashadi causes in Israel based on the amount
collected from Mashadis at the IAJF Dinner which is being held
in November. In return, the UMJCA will not have a separate
large Israel Fundraiser. A smaller one may be done after the
dinner.

Global Mashadi Jewish Federation (GMJF)

A few Central Board members attended the first conference
held on July 6", 2009 in Jerusalem and it was a great success.
Among the many topics discussed were as follows:

1. The need for more connection between Israeli Mashadis
and Diaspora Mashadis.

2. The dangers of assimilation with non-Jews.

3. The need for a Mashadi Heritage Center / Museum to
house and preserve artifacts from the Mashadi community that
would ultimately help preserve our identity.

Shaare Tova

An agreement has been reached to transfer the assets of
Shaare Tova to the UMJCA. This includes the share in the Old
Age Home in Israel but not the cemetery in Long Island. The
transfer may take a few months, as it involves a non-profit
organization and must go through the Attorney General’s office.

Charter Schools

Due to the high cost of Yeshiva education, a few concerned
Mashadi parents have been investigating the possibility of
opening a Jewish/Mashadi Charter school in Great Neck. A
Charter School is a government contract given to a cohesive
group or culture to operate such an establishment. The
government pays for the secular education (which can include
Jewish history and the Hebrew language). The “religious” part
(usually after the regular secular school hours) would be
privately funded.

Party Guidelines

The guidelines are being adhered to by the community with
no apparent complaints. In August there were no “elaborate”
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs (there were ten weddings). The Central Board
is monitoring the situation and welcomes any feedback from
community members.

Visit by Nouriel Roubini

In July, the community welcomed Dr. Nouriel Roubini to
Shaare Shalom. He made a speech, which was very well
received, on the economic outlook for the coming year. A
plaque was presented to him in recognition of the Higher
Education Endowment Fund, for which he will make the initial
donation. Afterwards, a lunch was served in his honor at
Caspian Glatt.

Budget

Due to the economic situation, the Central Board carried out
budget cuts for nearly all community services. In addition, our
Rabbis and employees have all agreed to take a ten percent pay
cut for the next year; we thank them for their cooperation.

Holiday Kavods

Thanks to the commitment of our community, the Holiday
Kavods were only slightly down this year and were more or less
in line with our lower budget. We ask that everyone should try
and pay their kavods as soon as possible and continue with their
support throughout the year, as this is essential in order to avoid
any further budget cuts.

Security

Thanks to the efforts of several dedicated community
members, the security at YMJC has been upgraded to a very high
level. Professional training (including Martial Arts) is given to all
the volunteers who are now always in contact with each other by
radio when on duty.

We hope to implement these improvements in Shaare Shalom
in the very near future.

YMJC Plaque Installation

During the summer, the Plaque Committee finalized the format
of the plaques with the donors; installation is planned in the near
future. The donor brick wall has been erected, as has the Ten
Commandments on the outside wall of the Hechal.

There are still opportunities for anyone who has not yet
made a donation to do so.
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Letter from MYC President

“For they are our life and they lengthen our days and on them

we will contemplate day and night!”
-Arvit Prayer, Ahavat Olam

In November of 2006, with six years of MYC experience already behind me, I was nominated and elected the President of a
three-year term. The past few MYC terms, which I had been a part of, were only supposed to be eighteen-month terms and were
usually concluded after the first year because the members were so overwhelmed with throwing and planning events that they would
be too tired and drained to continue doing so for the rest of the term.

In a way, I had expected the same for my term the thought of three years seemed ridiculous to anyone who heard about it. It is now
November of 2009, and despite the expected bumps in the road, we have successfully made it through as a very memorable experience
with an incredible team of board members and committee directors.

As the end of our term neared, I began to be questioned by my peers; “Did the MYC actually accomplish anything of significant
importance during this past term or was it just pointless excuses to throw parties and the like?”...and that’s when I realized, it is
necessary for a public announcement to be distributed in regard what the MY C term of 2006-2009 has accomplished. Perhaps it will
encourage the youth of our community to be inspired and consider involvement with the Mashadi Youth Committee in the future.
That way, they can see for themselves what it’s all about and why we did it.

e  We were the first MYC term to use the YMJC (130 Steamboat facility) for our general and subcommittee meetings. We were
also the first term to utilize the building for our various MYC events, which helped bring much needed traffic into the
building, as well as establish a set place for social gatherings.

e  The creation of the “MYC Learn It Up” program, which brought (and is still continuing to bring) together many youth (and
some adults) for the sake of learning and teaching the ways of our Mashadi minhagim, Torah, Mitzvoth, and Judaism in a
peer-to-peer environment, with the opportunity to sponsor dinner in honor of someone or in someone’s memory.

e Even though the monthly MYC Rosh Chodesh lectures were a product of the last MYC term, this term managed to bring
them back. Thank you to the many people who volunteered to sponsor the dinners and Rabbi Bitton’s renowned lectures in
their homes (or other venues).

e After a quiet time for the marriage rate of the singles in our community, in 2008 there was a sudden spurt once again, due in
part to the MYC’s events, trips, parties, lectures, etc. We have been approached by various couples who have mentioned
meeting each other at MYC’s Shabbat Getaway 2008, at the MYC Learn It Up program, and from MYC Purim party 2008
amongst other events, such as at our monthly Rosh Chodesh Lectures.

After almost ten years of being involved with the MYC, I have learned that the Mashadi Youth Committee is more than an
organization. It is a state of mind and of the heart. The best parable to the MYC experience would be to compare it to a Kibbutz
(communal farm). Everyone who is elected must work, so that everyone can share of its fruit. I was blessed with a very diverse, yet
extremely driven, motivated, supportive, and helpful team. The action of our MYC board members and sub-committee directors can
be compared to that of a quotation from a Volkswagen commercial, “In the road of life, there are drivers and there are passengers.”
Our board was comprised of both kinds, but together we were able to serve the youth of our community through many ups and downs.

A well deserved expression of our gratitude must go out to all of the other community boards who have helped, advised, guided,
supported, and most of all compromised with our team over the years. We also thank all of the synagogue(s)’ secretaries for the many
times we bothered them to help us reserve dates and venues for our events. We sincerely appreciate the wonderful Mrs. Behnaz
Dilmanian for being an incredible help both to myself (during the last decade) and to our MYC team over the last few years. Last but
not least, we have had a lot of volunteer help from various youth of our community (outside of our MYC Board), whether it was the
organizing of Learn it up, Shabbat Getaway, New Year’s/Purim parties, Dance Show, Israel Trip, Great Adventure, or even our Purim
Carnival. There are too many names to mention, but you know who you are and we are truly grateful to you for lending us your
helping hands throughout the term.

May the youth of our community continue to learn and to follow the path that our leaders and elders have paved for us for many
years to come. May our community grow and may our children continue to maintain our Mashadi traditions and heritage for many
generations to come.

Our MY C team hopes that our all of our events (the result of many arduous hours of meetings, planning, organizing, arguments,
laughing, crying, and promoting) have made our youth and singles aware of their Jewish identity and of where we fit as Mashadis in a
fascinating world that is very diverse and often challenging. As we offer well wishes to all those who have helped us and whom we
have helped, the MYC Team of 2006-2009 thanks you for the opportunity the community has given us. It has been our honor and
privilege to have served you!

Sincerely,

Nabila Levian - President of the Mashadi Youth Committee, 2006-2009
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Jouth Committee
Report

Nabila Levian

MYC Update

The MYC is proud to announce that its three-year term has
finally come to an end, thanks to an incredible team. If I could
use one word to sum up our MYC term, it would be “success!”
Look for an official farewell letter in this issue of Megillah.
Thank you to the youth of the community, for letting us serve
you over these past few years.

Health & Fitness Subcommittee

MYC Memorial Day BBQ

On Monday, May 25th, the MYC put together its last
barbeque of the term. Over 100 youths of all ages (16-35)
attended the event. Everyone enjoyed a day of sunshine, music,
friends, drinks, food, and sports. The MYC would like to thank
Tali Levy, Daniel Mordechai, Adin Levian, Steve Kohan, Sheina
Hakimi, Leon Hakimian, Mickey Karimzadeh, and everyone else
who helped put the event together.

Israel Day Parade

On Sunday, May 31, the MYC decided to provide this event
for the community in conjunction with the Israel & Zionism
committee of the Central Board. After last year’s parade, the
MYC decided that the annual Israel Day Parade is not only a
“youth” affair, but rather, it is a community/family-wide affair

NapA3-YYIRS
pnn oY 10010 Ny mpn aphy N N
» ot NN TN - 172 DDA DY - mprnn oy
ANIRD 10 TIYY 21T NAD DY TN T

- -

Yya MNDM INSA BN {*217299 DINI NIV b} M
NIINHY YN INYNY ©I9ND. 0N
NI 1738 DAY

attended by elders, adults, singles, teenagers, and children alike.
Therefore, it is respectfully necessary for the Central Board to be
involved with its extensive planning and organization.

This year, a contest was held for children to submit their
drawings and the winner’s art was chosen to be printed on the
Mashadi community’s t-shirts to be worn on the day of the
parade. This year’s t-shirt design winner was David Deil for
drawing a beautiful picture of “Dizengoff Square” to fit the
theme of celebrating 100 years of the city of Tel-Aviv.

Close to 200 Mashadi community members were in
attendance to celebrate Israel’s 61st birthday as well the 100th
anniversary of the City of Tel Aviv! The MYC in conjunction
with the Israel & Zionism committee of the Central Board would
like to give a very special thank you to Mr. Mehran Etessami for
all of his hard work and dedication on the organization of this
trip, in addition to the guidance and support of Mr. Bahman
Kamali. We would also like to thank Daniel Mordechai, Adin
Levian, Farshad Rahmanan, Leon Hakimian, Steve Kohan,
Mickey Karimzadeh, Farshad Namdar, Dani Namdar, Maxine
Karmily, Sheina Hakimi, Evan Kohanian and Lauren Nassimi. In
addition, we also want to give a big thank you to all of the other
volunteers who helped out with the artwork for the banners.
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Religion & Heritage Subcommittee

Rosh Chodesh Tamuz

The MYC held its monthly Rosh Chodesh lecture on Monday
night, June 22nd. The evening was hosted at the home of Rivka
Soleimani, which included a fantastic meat dinner, refreshments
and a lecture about “Self Confidence” by Rabbi Bitton. It was a
very successful event and was attended by about 80 people. The
MY C would like to thank Rabbi Bitton, Rivka and the Soleimani
family, Jordan Karmily, and Leon Hakimian for organizing the evening,.

Rosh Chodesh Av

The MYC held its monthly Rosh Chodesh lecture on Tuesday
night, August 25th. The evening was hosted at the home of one
of our very own MYC members, Sheina Hakimi. The evening
included a fantastic dairy dinner, refreshments, and a lecture
about “Teshuva & the Importance of Prayer” by Rabbi Bitton. It
was a very successful event and was attended by about about 100
people. The MYC would like to thank Rabbi Bitton, Sheina and
the Hakimi family, Jordan Karmily, Jennifer Namdar and Leon
Hakimian for organizing the evening.

Israel & Zionism Subcommittee

MYC Israel Trip ‘09

On, Thursday, June 25th, the MYC, in coordination with
many adults and members of the community, managed to
successfully organize and send forty-five Mashadi Teenagers to
Israel. The teens enjoyed two weeks all over Israel. They
experienced spirituality at the holy sights, physical determination
on hikes, and a love for Judaism and Zionism that will last them
a lifetime of memories. They experienced ISRAEL. The MYC is
very proud to have been a part of this mitzvah of sending children to
Israel. We are also glad that they enjoyed themselves, and more
importantly learned the importance of supporting Israel through
out their lives, as it was one of our many goals for this trip.

The MYC would like to thank Mr. Yossi Nassimi and Mr.

Bernard Livi, without whom the trip would never have happened.
Thank You to Sheina Hakimi, Rachel Kamali, Joseph Kamali,
and Mickey Karimzadeh, to the participants, their parents and to
the Nassimi family for their generous and continuous financial
support for the Israel Trip. We would also like to express a warm
thank you and appreciation for Sean Hakimi, who single-
handedly accomplished more for this trip than anyone could
have. Last, but not least, we would like to thank, our beloved
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Josh and Pamela Kashanian for
chaperoning the trip, for being responsible and simultaneously
keeping it fun for the participants.

MTC Subcommittee

MTC Great Adventure

On Thursday, August, 27th, the Mashadi Teen Club managed
to take about 40 teens to Six Flags Great Adventure. Everyone
enjoyed a light breakfast, snacks and a fun-filled day on the
rides. The MYC would like to thank our very own Sheina
Hakimi and Mickey Karimzadeh, along with our community
volunteer-chaperones: Sheena Hakimian, Jasmine Dilmanian,
Natasha Ebrani, Evan Hakimi and Philip Etessami.

Annual Jewish Calendar

The Youth Committee published its Annual Jewish Calendar
for the thirteen consecutive year. The Calendar lists candle
lighting times for Shabbat and all holidays and, this year,
included photographs of wildlife in the State of Israel. The MYC
would like to thank all the individuals whose generous
contributions made the publication of this calendar possible. The
MYC would also like to thank Mr. Mehran Etessami, who
designs and edits the calendar, and our own Mrs. Behnaz
Dilmanian for their hard work in putting together the Annual
Jewish Calendar once again.

Thanks for the Memories!
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Community
News

Yom Ha’Atzmaut 2009:
Three Events Celebrating

Israel’s 61st Anniversary
Rodney Hakim

The Mashadi community celebrated the 61st anniversary of
Israel’s independence this Spring with three Yom Ha’Atzmaut
events throughout our synagogues, bringing different segments
of our community together in our joy and pride in Israel’s
statehood.

The first of the three events was a fun-filled evening that took
place at the Shaare Rachamim synagogue on April 28th, 2009,
and was sponsored by the Israel and Zionism Subcommittee.
The event was well attended, with many couples and singles in
the 20s to 40s age ranges there to take part and to share in the
celebration of the anniversary of Israel’s statehood. The evening
began with a Siyum Masechet, and an introduction to the
Mishanayot campaign. Next came a Yom Hazikaron
presentation, candle lighting, and a moment of silence, followed
by a Misheberakh for Israel’s soldiers. A video presentation then
began, and was accompanied by a generous meat dinner. The
evening concluded with a raffle, dancing, and Yerushalayim Shel
Zahav. The heartfelt enthusiasm and pride of the young Jews in
attendance was both palpable and infectious, as these people
were truly joyous to celebrate Israel’s independence, and to
mourn its losses in achieving it.

The second event took place the next morning for a
completely different audience, as Mashadi Jewish Center’s
Senior Club was the host to a free performance by the Israel
Defense Force’s Musical Ensemble. This event treated a packed
crowd of Mashadi seniors (and many non-seniors!) to the
singing, dancing, and story-telling of a group of fantastically
talented young Israelis, who engaged and enthralled the audience
with their energy and ability. Lunch was also served, and the
attendees got a chance to interact with the young performers,
who showed their love and devotion to Israel, as well as their
desire to entertain and inspire other Jews. It was a memorable
day for all of those involved, and a wonderful way to
commemorate Israel’s independence.

The third event took place a couple of weeks later, on May
10, 2009, Mother’s Day, in the rear parking lot of the Shaare
Shalom synagogue, and was the annual Shuk Shalom event. This
event consisted of a wide variety of vendors selling Israeli
products in an unmistakably Israeli-style shuk, or bazaar-style
marketplace. There were many different kinds of food, clothing,
accessories, jewelry, and Judaica up for sale, and for reasonable
prices in a fun and friendly environment. Some of the more
popular stands were the Shop Delight fruit and grocery booth, the
Israeli Defense Force t-shirt booth, and the various other hot food
tables, which were crowded from noon till night. This event

combined three things that any Persian Jew would love; support
of excellent Israeli products and their vendors, a commemoration
of Israel’s independence, and a celebration of Mother’s Day. It
is said that the mothers are the ones that are most important in
transmitting the values of Judaism from generation to generation,
and the family-friendly nature of the event was an ideal way for
mothers and grandmothers to be surrounded by their children,
family, friends, and peers, all in a supportive and enjoyable
environment, with Jewish independence and pride strongly
emphasized.

These three events all came together to comprise a diverse,
and yet mutually enriching combination of celebrations for
people young and old, all commemorating the 61st anniversary
of Israel’s independence. Although an important part of the

remembrance was mourning the loss of the Jews who gave their
lives for Israel, we stand together with love and pride for Israel,
for each other, for our mothers, our families, and all the other
Jews. We must remember to always stand together, despite our
differences, as one nation of Jews, and always be in support of
Israel.
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Professor Nouriel Roubini
Visits Shaare Shalom

Daniel Roubeni

i\

Dr. Nouriel Roubini, right, with Daniel Roubeni

On Saturday, the 25th of July, 2009 the UMJCA welcomed
Dr. Nouriel Roubini to Shaare Shalom. For his exceptional
accomplishments in the field of economics, the UMJCA and its
Cultural and Educational Committee were proud to announce the
establishment of The Nouriel Roubini Education Fund. Inspired
by Nouriel’s dedication to education, the endowment was created
to enable deserving young individuals of our community to
follow in his footsteps and to pursue promise through higher
learning.

After an introduction by Mr. Hooshang Nematzadeh, Mr.
Parviz Roubeni read a personal dedication written by Nouriel’s
father, Mr. Djalil Roubini from Milan. Following the unveiling
of the honorary plaque by Mr. Daniel Roubeni, the award was
presented jointly by Messrs. Manoutchehr Kashanian and
Abdolrahim Etessami. In conclusion to the ceremony Rabbi
Eliyahoo Ben Haim read a MiSheberach prayer for Dr. Roubini’s
health and prosperity.

During his acceptance speech, over 1,500 attendees cheered
as they heard Dr. Roubini, commenting on the current economic
slump, proclaim that “there was light at the end of the tunnel.”

Guests who were interested in hearing more from Dr. Roubini
subsequently gathered at the Caspian catering hall for a catered
lunch, where he gave further insights on the state of the US and
world economies. Participants were given first hand feedback on
current economic and geo-political topics followed by a 30
minute question and answer session.

A graduate of Harvard University, Dr. Nouriel Roubini is
currently Professor of Economics at New York University’s
Stern School of Business. Besides teaching, he is also Founder
and Chairman of Roubini Global Economics (rgemonitor.com),
one of the world’s leading economics websites.

Previously, he was a senior economist under the Clinton
administration, as well as a senior advisor to the current Treasury
Secretary, Timothy Geithner.

Time Magazine recently declared Dr. Nouriel Roubini one of

the 100 most influential people in the world. As one of the
leading public intellectuals of our time, our community feels
much honored to count Dr. Nouriel Roubini among its members.

The Barzilai Medical Center in
Ashkelon: Giving Hope to Jews

in Southern Israel
Rodney Hakim

On October 5th, 2009, the Mashadi Jewish Center hosted a
very special event, as a reception was held for the members of
the Barzilai Medical Center in Ashkelon, Israel. This medical
center has become one of the most important sources of aid for
the Israeli residents and troops in southern Israel, treating them
after the constant rocket attacks and military incursions in Gaza.

Originally called the Ashkelon Hospital when it was built in
the early 1960’s, the medical center was created in response to
the shortage of hospitals in Israel, particularly in the south. It
was later renamed after the Minister of Health in the early
1970’s, Israel Barzilai. The medical center started out by
focusing on pediatrics and obstetrics, and by giving aid to injured
members of the Israel Defense Force. The scope of the hospital’s
operations quickly expanded, as hundreds of Israeli soldiers who
were injured in the Six Day War were treated there. The medical
center went on to integrate all the regional health services in the
area, and grew from a mere 15 beds to nearly 500 in a short
period of time. The hospital has now become one of the most
efficient and advanced hospitals in Israel, offering a wide variety
of services, and coming up with many innovative treatments and
developments, including a new, minimally invasive method to
treat prostate cancer without radiation, and a unique system to
examine and operate on the salivary glands.

In current day Ashkelon, life has become increasingly
dangerous, as its proximity to Gaza makes it a prime target for
Palestinian rocket attacks. Residents of this and other southern
Israeli towns are in constant danger of being maimed or killed by
the rockets, but perhaps even worse, they have been
psychologically tormented, as they can hardly rest or be at peace
without the looming threat of attack. They are woken up
frequently in the middle of the night by the warning sirens of
incoming rockets, and must constantly interrupt their daily lives
and their sleep to rush into protective areas. These attacks on the
southern Israeli towns affects their psyches, and also their
economies, as their shops and restaurants are poorly trafficked,
with people being too afraid to spend time there if the rockets are
going to fall at any time. These are some of the greatest
casualties of the persistent Palestinian terror attacks. Fortunately,
Jews from other parts of Israel and from the U.S. and Europe
have made it a point to visit and patronize the businesses of
Ashkelon, and to support them financially and spiritually so that
they do not fall under the pressure from the militants from Gaza.

The Barzilai Medical Center has become instrumental in
assisting the residents of Ashkelon and other southern Israeli
towns in their time of need, both in terms of being a multi-
service hospital for their medical needs during the constant
rocket attacks and the military incursions, but also a source of
strength, stability, and peace of mind when our Israeli brethren
need it the most. Several members of the facility spoke that
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night, and their stories, their passion, and their enthusiasm were
truly moving and inspirational. Their presentation was a vivid
reminder of how urgent the situation in Israel is, and how
important it is for us to show our support to our fellow Jews in
their time of need.

For more information about the Barzilai Medical Center, or to
become a contributor, visit www.BarzilaiMC.org.il/eng/ and be a
part of helping Israel in the battle against terrorism and its
enemies, and to help save the people of Ashkelon and the other
southern Israeli towns from the war on their land, and their
businesses, and their psyches.

Yom Ha’Shoah 2009:
Remembering the Holocaust

with Key Survivors
Rodney Hakim

On April 20", 2009, the Central Board and MYC organized a
very special event at the Young Mashadi Jewish Center for Yom
HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day. Over 100 people were
in attendance, as our current day Jewish community continued its
attempt to comprehend and memorialize the unspeakable horrors
of the Holocaust, where six million of our brethren were
ruthlessly exterminated. As difficult as it is to confront the
images and descriptions of the brutal annihilation of the
European Jews, those in attendance paid rapt attention to the
visual and aural testimony that followed.

The event began with rare and unaltered footage of some of
the atrocities of the Holocaust, as a video slideshow of The
Auschwitz Album was shown. This slideshow, preserved by Yad
Vashem, gave the viewers an intense but brief glimpse into the
world of Auschwitz, and quickly proved Holocaust survivor
Primo Levi’s assertion that there are no words to sufficiently
describe this mass destruction of man. The European Jews, who
were people of esteem in their countries, were herded into the
concentration camps en masse, where they were divided into
laborers, those to be killed, and perhaps worst of all, those to be
experimented on. The process began with humiliation by the
stripping of clothes, shoes, and hair, and the subsequent stripping
of dignity. The Jews were physically and mentally broken,
worked to death, shot, torched, electrocuted, and gassed.

Michal Bitton read several accounts from neighbors of the
Nazis, and asked how people could live nearby a place where
such atrocities were being committed without intervening. The

people were cowed by the power of the Nazis, and failed to rise
up to save their fellow men, who were being killed in the
showers, gas chambers, and pyres of the death camps, and whose
ashes were used to fertilize the fields by the inmate Jews.

Stephen Berger

The evening’s primary speaker, Holocaust survivor Stephen
Berger, then took the stage, and began to recount the horrors of
his experience. Mr. Berger, a Hungarian Jew, lost 26 of his
family members in the Holocaust. He pointed out that Hungary
was an ally of Germany until 1944, but when it switched its
allegiance to the Allied Forces, the Nazis exterminated 600,000
of its Jews in two months, a mind-boggling pace compared to
that of the other countries that the Nazis extracted Jews from.
Mr. Berger recalled being herded into cattle cars packed so full
of Jews that he was forced to stand in the same position for three
days, not even knowing where they were being sent, or knowing
what was really going on in the concentration camps once they
got there. Mr. Berger’s quick thinking and bravery saved him,
his mother, and his sister, but he still saw the savagery and
inhumanity of the Holocaust first-hand, and gave a chilling
reminder to those in attendance; the Jews can never be too secure
or complacent in their situations in society, as such an atrocity
may happen again. The next victims, he warned, will be those
who don’t heed the lessons history has taught us. It’s his duty as
a survivor to remember the horrific events he witnessed, and
prevent them from disappearing into the past.

A plaque was then given to Charles Schmidt, an American
serviceman in World War II who helped rescue many Jews from
the concentration camps at the end of the war, and whose photos
of the camps were shown. Rabbi Yosef Bitton concluded the
event by thanking Mr. Berger and Mr. Schmidt for recounting
their painful memories and experiences. He also advised the
attendees to look into the eyes of the Holocaust survivors, as that
is perhaps the way we can truly see what they saw, and transmit
their first-hand knowledge of the Holocaust to the next
generation, as we cannot let it slip away. We must never forget,
and can never allow this chapter of history to repeat itself.
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WORKING ON A

CURE FOR HIBM:

A common health problem

among Iranian Jews
Shohreh Hakimian and Afsaneh Liuim

Many studies have been done on human genetics and it has
become a known fact that every human being has about 35,000
genes. Out of these 35,000 genes, every person carries, on
average, 10 defective genes. A defective gene has a mistake in it,
called a mutation that causes it to not function correctly. Most of
the time, the same mutation is more likely to be seen among
groups or ethnicities from the same geographic origins.

One of the most prevalent gene mutations that is seen among
Persian Jews is in the GNE gene which is the one associated with
Hereditary Inclusion Body Myopathy (H.I.LB.M.). A recent study
shows that that 1 out of every 12 Iranian Jews carries this
mutation, meaning that approximately 1 out of 150 marriages may
result in the circumstance that both a husband and wife carry the
gene. If this occurs, each of their children has a 25% chance of
being affected with HIBM.

In an effort to erase the stigma connected to talking about
H.IB.M., and in order to educate Iranian Jews of possible
prevention methods as well as a promising cure that is underway,
a new committee is currently being formed. The following points
are a summary of what was discussed during the first meeting of
this new committee:

e It is estimated that there are 300-400 Mashadis, and just as
many other Iranian Jews in New York, who are carriers of
HIBM (not affected, but only carriers).

e Dr. Zohar Argov from the Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem was
the first doctor to make the great discovery of the HIBM gene.
If it were not for this discovery, there would be no hope for a
cure or prevention. Now there is.

e In 2006, the Neuromuscular Disease Foundation (NDF) was
formed by Gila Michael with the goal of finding a cure for
HIBM. Since then, the NDF has been in touch with leading
doctors of the world, worked toward obtaining government
support, held countless events, and has raised awareness among
many Iranian Jews about the disease. Their website is:
http://www.ndf-hibm.org

e Afsaneh Liuim attended the Neuromuscular Disease
Foundation (NDF) Symposium from October 2-5, 2009 in Los
Angeles. The event was chaired by Dr. Zohar Argov and
attended by scientists from Canada, Israel, Japan, United
Kingdom, and the US. This meeting was the first step in
collaboration between major world research centers and
scientists working toward development of a treatment.

e Dr. John Neumanitis from Dallas, Texas, is working on a gene
therapy technique and it is becoming very promising. Dr
Neumanitis has received approval from the FDA and is already
testing his treatment on a human. Three years ago, doctors
were very doubtful and pessimistic about any treatment or cure.

Today, they have a lot more hope, and they are 50% there. If
more funds are provided to them, the chances of finding a cure
for good looks very promising.

Through the efforts of the NDF and concerned Iranian Jewish
groups, there are currently 3 centers in the United States that do
testing for HIBM: North Shore LIJ (Dr. Martin Bialer), UCLA,
and Cedar Sinai Hospital in California .

Just as important as finding a cure is the need for prevention.
The Dor Yeshorim agency in New York (active worldwide) can
help prevent the incidences of H.I.B.M. in our community, over
the long term, just as they did with Tay Sachs (over the span of
25 years, they brought down the number of Tay Sachs cases
from 85 a year to 4 cases a year). Dor Yeshorim can educate
our community about their screening program, where
participants do not give their names and are assigned
identification numbers corresponding to their blood sample. In
this way confidentiality is assured. They do not inform
participants whether they are carriers, avoiding unnecessary
concern. Participants call Dor Yeshorim with their own
number and the number of their prospective spouse and they
are told if they are compatible, genetically. If the couple is
incompatible, meaning they both have (in this case) the
H.I.B.M. mutation, if they marry, each time they have a child,
there will be a 25% chance that the child will be affected with
H.ILB.M. If they are told they are compatible, it means that
there is a 0% chance of having an H.I.LB.M. affected child.
Though we can never really rid the community of the genetic
mutation, the Dor Yeshorim program can alert prospective
couples of the risks involved with getting married.

Gidon Akler, a Mashadi doctor, is in touch with the NYU
School of Medicine, which is conducting a genetic research
project known as HAP MAP; they need 30 volunteers from
Iranian Jewish families in Great Neck in order to do a thorough
study of different genes and frequency of HIBM in the
community.

All the Iranian Jewish communities from New York need to
join forces in order to broaden joint efforts. The Iranian
American Jewish Federation (IAJF) is an organized group that
can be a strong collaborating force. HIBM Committee to
encourage friends and family to attend IAJF’s event which will
be held on November 10™.

This committee intends to have their second meeting at the
Iranian American Jewish Federation's office sometime in early
December. For details and more information, please send an
email to HIBMcommittee@gmail.com.

Megillah, Number 94

13

Kislev 5770, November 2009



It Just May Save Your Life

Dr. Jonathan Herman

Lisa Reibman was not concerned about breast cancer more
than any other woman. That’s because Lisa thought her aunt’s
breast cancer had nothing to do with her own health. She was just
being a mom, working and bringing up the kids.

Susan Genicoff began to wonder about it
when her sister was diagnosed with breast
cancer. “Wonder but not worry,” she will tell
you. A friend told Susan about a blood test she
should have.

Tiffany Seely and Lauren Reiss, sisters,
always worried about ovarian cancer from the
time they were teenagers. It had taken their
mother, Shevi’s life at age 41. She died on Rosh
Hashanah.

All four women learned they had Hereditary
Breast and Ovarian Cancer Syndrome (HBOC)
through a blood test called BRCA. The BRCA
test identified the connection to their family
history and saved their lives.

Now, the women have joined their
physician, Dr. Jonathan Herman, in getting the
word out through a simple message — let your tamily nistory
work for you. It just may save your life.

The group members lecture all across the US with great
success. Tiffany along with Dr. Herman appeared on the hit show
“The Doctors” and the response was overwhelming. Most
recently they filmed three public service announcements which
currently air from Maine to Florida and Washington D.C. to
Washington State. You may have seen them appear on “Regis
and Kelly” or “The View.” Or perhaps between innings of a
Yankees or Mets game. They were shown on both the YES
Network and SNY.

“The outpouring of generosity on the part of individuals and
companies needs to be highlighted.” says Lauren Reiss. “This all
started with a simple concept. Getting the word out is important.
Getting the word out will save lives. It’s something they all
wanted to do.” “My patients are definitely courageous,” Dr.
Herman adds, “They are willing to share very private and
personal medical information in order to help others. I am very
proud of them.” All three public service announcements can be
viewed on the website learnabouthboc.com.

Lisa encourages discussing family history with your
physician. “I, like most people, am not seeking out bad news.
But thanks to my physician, I turned knowledge into a defensive
weapon, and took proactive action that reduced my odds of ever
having breast cancer and ovarian cancer - the silent killer. Was I
happy when I learned I had the BRCA gene mutation? No. But,
with Dr. Herman's guidance, advice, and insistence, I am in the
fortunate position to take control of my life. That’s what we need
from our healthcare providers! Tell your doctor what’s in your
family history!”

“I was told something about a gene test about eight years
back. Every time I inquired about it to my gynecologists, I got
the run around. Either I was given a phone number to call to no

Lisa Reibman, Dr. Herman, Tiffany Seely

avail or just a blank stare. There was even one doctor who told
me she had no idea what I was talking about but would look into
it for me. That never happened. I didn’t give up until I found the
right person. Don’t let it slide!” says Tiffany.

) Dr. Herman told me, “Those who find out
they are BRCA positive should yell to the
world around them: ‘Get tested!” And that is
what I am now doing.” Susan strongly adds, “It
had helped to save my life, and as John Wayne
said, I have ‘saddled up’ for the ride as I spread
my message and help other like me save their
lives, too. My sister now believes that the
reason she got breast cancer was to save me.
And as it turns out, she saved my daughter’s
life as well, who, after testing, is BRCA 1
positive.”

In 2009, the American Cancer Society
projects that about 192,370 women in the
United States will be diagnosed with breast
cancer; after treatment, less than one-fourth of
those women (about 40,610) will succumb to
tneir aisease. Also in 2009, it is expected that about 21,550
women in the United States will be diagnosed with ovarian
cancer; after treatment, just under three-fourths of those women
(about 14,660) will succumb to their disease.

Most breast and ovarian cancers are not linked to known
genetic factors—only about 7-10%. We need to identify those 7—
10% families. A BRCA test can be done to find many of these
families. The BRCA test can’t find all of them. BRCA only
identifies about 80% of genetic breast and ovarian cancer
carriers.

When a medical test is performed, it is understood that most
testing will be negative. This blood test is no different.
Remember, even if a patient is identified for testing, the result is
still likely to be negative. For those who do test positive, the risk
of developing breast cancer by the age of 70 can be as high as
87% (the usual quoted number for the “everywoman” is 7%). For
those who test positive, the risk of ovarian cancer can be as high
at 44% and there is one study reporting the risk as high as 60%
(the usual rate is in the range of 1-2%). Ovarian cancers are one
of the most deadly of cancers.

Today, there are proven modalities like mammography, MRI,
ultrasound, medications, and surgeries that can be employed to
reduce the risks. With the proper plan we can reduce the chance
of getting cancer by 90% or more.

In addition to the medicine and the statistics, there are social
issues and psychological issues. There are implications for the
entire family. Dr. Herman advocates education. “Educate
yourself and those around you. Don’t forget the message. Learn
from your family history! It may just save your life. Tell a friend
too. You will never feel better than you feel when you help
others.” If you have breast or ovarian cancer in your family,
want to learn more, or have and idea of how to help get the word
out, please log onto Learnabouthboc.com.
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Mazal Tovu

BIRTHS

Gabriel Nissan, son of Kousha and Bazmeh Liviem
Arieh Yehuda, son of Edwin and Ruth Livian

Gabriel, son of Yoram and Shirin Ghassabian

Aaron, son of Ralmondo and Arezou Gorjian

Eliyahu, son of Babak and Jennifer (Zar) Mottahedeh
Ariel, son of Reuben and Rose Nassimiha

Eyal David, son of Jacob and Anell Hakimian
Yehudah, son of Evan and Evelyn Liviem

Asher, son of Elliot and Blanche Nassim

Liam, son of Farshad and Adina Hakimi

Jeremy, son of Poya and Annette Dilmanian

Daniel Jacob, son of Benny and Laura Hakim

Yosef Haim, son of Farhad and Darya Bassali

Yosef Michael, son of Jacob and Hedy Hakimi
Naomi, daughter of Natan and Shirley Nassimi
Avigail, daughter of Netanel and Talia Levy

Anna, daughter of Bijan and Michal Enayatian
Daniella Dina, daughter of Robert and Dorit Bassal
Megan, daughter of Ariel and Pooneh(Rafinia) Kaplan
Naomi Shoshana, daughter of Eli and Erika Saghirnejad
Skylar Tehilla, daughter of Mishel and Jennifer Hajibay
Sophia, daughter of Ronnie and Jennifer Kordvani

AFFY’S PARTY

= Wedding Invitation

= Party Invitation

» Bar & Bat Mitzvah
Invitations

= Correspondence Cards.

= Notes Calling Cards.

= Menus Baby Announcement

= Wedding Program

727 Middle Neck Road
Kings Point, NY 11024

Tel: 516.439.4414
Fax: 516.439.4415
Cell: 516.526.6066

Email: affysparty@gmail.com

Dena Bracha, daughter of Simon and Batya Basalely
Rachel, daughter of Guy and Barbie Gohari

BAR-MITZVAH

David, son of Avner and Jaqueline Zaboulani
Daniel, son of Hekmat and Julie Namdar
Sivan, son of Morris and Mitra Hezkia

Edan, son of Morris and Yafit Soleimanian
Shmuel, son of Rabbi and Mrs. Bitton

ENGAGEMENTS

Tony Aziz and Stephanie Nematzadeh

Dr. Joshua Schulman-Marcus and Sandra Sabzevari
David Sianes and Regina Hakimian

Mikael Kavian and Shainah Afrah

Farshid Hakimian and Shiva Hakimi

Jonathan Zaboulani and Debbie Kalatizadeh

Robert Nowbakht and Sara Abdian

WEDDINGS

Rodney & Dorit Hakim

Jonathan and Charlotte Kashanian
Shimon and Avital (Aghalarian) Avitbeul
David and Keren Bitton

Dustin and Karen (Dilmanian) Van Der Hout
Michael and Stephanie Roubini

Mishel and Adeline Ebrahimi

Ronen and Eugenia Eitan

Ramin and Betti Abdolazadeh

Ariel and Daniella Hakimian

Kambiz and Gisou Dadfarin

Michael and Jocelyn (Zar) Sued
Raymond and Jodi Hakimi

Jeremy and Jennifer Hakimi

Michel and Gabrielle Hakimian

Farzad and Orit Zar

Brian & Jamie Moghadam

Harris & Melody (Kashi) Clark

Fariborz & Dalida Hakimian

Pictures

Left page, clockwise from top left: David and Keren Bitton,
Brian & Jamie Moghadam, Mishel and Adeline Ebrahimi,
Ramin and Betti Abdolazadeh, Ariel and Daniella Hakimian,
Michael and Jocelyn (Zar) Sued, Michel and Gabrielle
Hakimian, Kambiz and Gisou Dadfarin

Right page, clockwise from top left: Farzad and Orit Zar,
Michael and Stephanie Roubini, Ronen and Eugenia Eitan,
Rodney & Dorit Hakim, Fariborz and Dalida Hakimian, Dustin
and Karen (Dilmanian) Van Der Hout, Jeremy and Jennifer
Hakimi
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Mashadi Cultural & €ducational
Committeg Report

Marty Bassaly, CPA

Graduation Ceremony 2009

This year’s annual Mashadi Graduation Ceremony took place
on Sunday, June 28th at noon at the Mashadi Jewish Center in
Great Neck. Dr. Daniel Benilevi was this year’s Master of
Ceremonies. The program started with the National Anthem
sung by Miss Jennifer Kohanim. After Dr. Benilevi’s opening
remarks, Rabbi Mordechai Kohanim conducted the Benediction
(mi’sheberakh) and  “Kohanim’s  Bendection”  (Birkat
ha’Kohanim), and Rabbi Yosef Bitton delivered words of
wisdom and inspiration to our graduates. The welcoming by the
Central Board was given by Mr. Bahman Kamali.

Due to prior year’s positive feedback, a Mashadi Yearbook
was created again this year with the help of Miss Adeline Dil and
Miss Stephanie Nematzadeh which included both photos and
information on the graduates. This year, we had a record number
of nineteen Mashadi Post-Graduates. Books and Yearbooks
were presented to five Medical School Graduates, four Law
School Graduates, and ten Master’s degree graduates. As
tradition holds, the parents and/or spouses of each graduate were
called to the stage to present their gifts. A speech was given by
Law School Graduate Mrs. Reout Nassimi (Kallati).

At this stage of the ceremony, we honored Dr. David
Nematzadeh for his educational achievements and for helping the
community members with illnesses to find specialized
physicians.  Dr. Nemazadeh was introduced Mr. Bahman
Kamali.

The Yearbook gifts for the College and High School
graduates were presented by one or two members of each of the

7

Community’s various Boards, and by some of the 2008 donors to
the Committee’s interest-free loan program. Speeches were
given by two high school graduates, Miss Kimberly Hakim and
Miss Tiffany Etessami. There were no volunteers for College
graduate speeches this year.

In the Report of Endowment and Loan Funds Update given
by Mr. Hooshang Nematzadeh, it was indicated that the amount
of interest-free loans given to college and post-graduate students
last year exceeded $35,000. The total amount granted since the
start of the scholarship program in 1990, which became a Loan
Program in 2000, exceeded $1 million by June 2007.

The ceremony concluded with the singing of Hatikva led by
one of our Medical School Graduates — Dr. Gidon Akler.

The Mashadi Cultural and Educational Committee (Higher
Education Committee) would like to once again thank the
Community’s donors for making the loan program possible. The
Committee would also like to thank those who made the
Graduation Ceremony program possible, including Dr. Daniel
Benilevi (Master of Ceremonies), and the following colleagues
who assisted in preparing this program: Miss Adeline Dil, Miss
Judith Dilamani, Mrs. Behnaz Dilmanian, Mrs. Nooshin
Dilmanian, Mr. Mehran Etessami, Mrs. Minoo Hakimian, Mr.
Mickey Karimzadeh, Mrs. Mojdeh Karimzadeh, Miss Nabila
Levian, Mr. Farshad Namdar, Miss Stephanie Nematzadeh, Mr.
Farshad Rahmanan, and Miss Michelle Sabzevari.

The list of all the graduates, including degrees and major(s)
appears separately in this issue of Megillah.
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Gidon Akler, MD
Benny Hakimzadeh, MD
Neal Hakimi, MD

Justin Hakimian, MD
Aliza Pergamen (Hakimian), MD

Etan Hakimi, JD

Roy Hakimian, JD
Jonathan Karmily, JD
Reout Nassimi (Kallati), JD

Jasmine Azizi

Tanya Ebrani

Lily Hakimzadeh
Linda Kohan (Ben Zakarya)
Jennifer Kordvani (Kaftari)

Karen Livian (Yaghoubi)
Pantea Makabi

Mark Nabavian

Shayan Shafizadeh

Candie Zar (Aminoff)

V/

LIST OF GRADUATES — 2009

Medical School Graduates

Tel Aviv University - Sackler School of
Medicine

North Shore LIJ University Hospital,
Internal Medicine Residency

Ross University School of Medicine
Downstate College of Medicine

Tel Aviv University - Sackler School of
Medicine

Law School Graduates

St. John's University School of Law
Emory University Law School

University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
Hofstra Law School

Master’s Degree Recipients

Touro College - School of Psychology and
Education, Early Childhood and Special
Education

Queens College, Early Childhood
Education, Specializing in Teaching
Technology

University of Virginia, Accountancy
Queens College, Counselor Education

Columbia University, Speech and
Language Pathology

Columbia University, Early Childhood and
Special Education

Columbia University, Early Childhood and
Special Education

Courant Institute at New York University,
Master of Science

Baruch College (Zicklin School of
Business), Finance & Real Estate

Touro College, Early Childhood and
Special Education
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LIST OF GRADUATES — 2009 (CONTINUED)

Ronny Ahituv (Hakimian)
Elana Banilivy

Sharleen Bassalali (Pouladian)

Emil Ben-David
Roxanne Davoodzadeh
Mona Dilamani
Donna Dilmanian
Aaron Ebrani
Lerone Edalati

Orit Edalati

Aaron Etessami
Philip Etessami
Cobby Gorjian
Simon Hakimian
Eric Jamshidoff
Mickey Karimzadeh

Lauren Karmely
Jennifer Kohanim
Taly Levy (Livi)
Yaniv Moradi

Paulette Nabavian
Jasmine Namdar
(Davoudzadeh)
Kevin Nassimi

Stephanie Nematzadeh

Jonathan Rahimi
Nicole Rahmanan

Sacha Roubeni
Joshua Zaboulani
Melody Zar

Justin Zaroovabeli

Amanda Aghalarian
Ariella Aghalarian
Simon Aghalarian
Emmanuel Aharonoff
Benjamin Azizi
Andre Banilevy
Alicia Banilivy
Cynthia Bassalian
Justin Bassalian
Penina Bassalian
Nicole Behnam
Naomi Ben Yehuda
Don Bichooupan
Bruno Chafiian
Yoni Cohen

Elliot Dilamani
Yossi Dilmani

College Graduates & Major(s)
Hebrew University - BS Computer, Math and Physics
Touro College - BS Marketing Management
New York University - BA Economics
Queens College - BA Economics
Hofstra University — BA Political Science
Queens College — BA Sociology
Columbia University - BA Neuroscience & Behavior
Yeshiva University - BS Marketing
New York University — BA Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies
Touro College - BA Psychology
Hofstra University — BBA Management
Queens College — BA Economics
Boston University — BA Mathematics
Binghamton University — BA Economics
Queens College — BA Media Studies
John Jay College of Criminal Justice - BS Computer
Information Systems
Hunter College - BS Sociology
New York University - Bachelor of Music, Music Business
Pratt Institute - BA Interior Design
Yeshiva University - Sy Syms School of Business - BS
Management Information Systems
New York University — BS Marketing
Queens College - BS Political Science

Syracuse University — BS Information Management of
Technology

New York Institute of Technology - Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Computer Graphic Design

University of Massachusetts - BA Psychology

Baruch College - Bachelor of Business in Industrial
Psychology

lllinois Institute of Technology - BS Architecture

New York University — BS Judaic Studies and Psychology
Queens College - BS Speech Pathology and Sociology
University at Albany — BS Marketing

High School Graduates
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High School Graduates (continued)

Nicole Elian oLl J S

Tiffany Etessami eabaie) ilag
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Kevin Hakimi (Sarraf il _pa) caSa S
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Ashley Hakimian Olasa L)

Jennifer Hakimian Ohasa jda
~Jonathan Hakimian (Lotfollazadeh) (a4l Gall) ghesa Gl
Jonathan Hakimian (Javadoff ) 5a) JhasSs Ul
Michael Hakimian OhasSa ISk

Ryan Hematian Oldies L,

Stephanie Idjadi sl Alaiul
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Courtney Tavazo a5 ) S

Sara Zabihi e |l

James Zar ) e

Megillah, Number 94 21 Kislev 5770, November 2009



Fond Memories
MY C Israel Trip 2009

Alexa Zar, Claudia Kamali, Nadine Pouladian, Olivia Akhavan, Jessica Kashinejad

We walked into the El Al terminal, all in matching in blue t-
shirts. We started snapping pictures, saying our goodbyes, and
the tears began to fall. After a lengthy, anxious twelve-hour plane
ride, we finally arrived at our much anticipated destination. We
didn’t realize that we were about to embark on the trip of our
lives until we heard the wonderful words, “Bruchim ha baim le
Eretz Yisrael.”

We went on our Israel Trip with high expectations, but what
we expected turned into so much more. Sitting here trying to
recap every aspect of our trip is one of the most difficult things to
do. Despite the cliché, there are truly no words to describe those
three weeks. We traveled up and down Israel, discovering new
things about each other, and surprisingly, ourselves.
Unbelievable. Indescribable. 1zzy ‘09, we’ll never forget you!

Remember When...

...El Al gave up on charging for overweight luggage

...We pranked Ronen and Jedi

...Pam thought the door was a Domback

...We spent three hours on top of Masada looking for Alexa’s
camera and it was under Judy’s seat

...We were provided with entertainment thanks to Shawn’s vocal
skills and Sasha’s i-pod speakers

...Jedi’s name became Yididiah

...Ein Jedi

... Troy couldn’t pee, due to stage fright and it backed up our
entire day

...Pam’s hit list (We’re all still on it)

...We chanted “mahch, mahch” (“kiss, kiss”) and were escorted
out of a mall for it

...How more than half of us chickened out on the water tunnel
...Josh’s daily speeches

...We went down the white slide and saw our lives flash before
us

...You can’t see me (hand motion)

...Josh LeVian a.k.a “Scummers” became our third chaperone
...Ryan’s hair

...It was Olivia’s birthday throughout the entire voyage
...Yehuda’s Lazy replacement when Max died

...Our neon T- shirts

...Some guy threw a chair at Jollers

...All 46 of our lives were threatened at K’far Giladi

...Yossi (our bus driver)

...Josh stole “the bag”

...The last Saturday night in Tel Aviv

...We all thought slash still do think Mooriyah and Yehudah are
getting married

...The warm watermelons after the jeep ride

...Our first encounter with the Kotel!

...Joellers walked out of the blind museum with a fruit basket
...Pam and josh got their life long nickname ° PJ’

... “Mooriyah, Mooriyabh.... She reminds me of a west side story”
...“KIBBUTZ LAVI”

...We got the private room because of Josh (go Josh)
...Yehudah saved all our lives

...Lauren lost her jeans

...The food at the Sephardic Center

...We hiked up and down stairs

...We had assigned rooms

...Yehuda’s word of the day

...Jon I. and Aron S. were the gentlemen of the trip

...The guy who lived on the border

...Army Night

...Every single person fell asleep from north to south

...Nay, Lex, Jon, Nicola, and A-Livs got lost in the middle of the
ocean

...Joel Gorj, Troy, Claud Kam, and Nay ruined our trip (kidding)
...We circled Israel

...We all gained ten pounds

...Ryan cried from the donkeys

...Deena and Mel wore the longest skirts

...Josh let go of his WIFE’S donkey

... Coca Nic-o-la

...“Hesh Hesh” became part of our vocabulary
...“Maaassadaaaa!”

...Our three daily Minyans (love you Moshe)

...Pam referred to the guys as “Girls in Kippahs”

...We tried to make “I got a feeling” our theme song but it really is
...“Oh like it like it.”

...Evan and his sunglasses

...“Naomi! You’re crazy.”

...Jess slept with her eyes open

...“E” spoke and was shadily the man

...Rough n’ Tough

...We said farewell to the “extenders”

...DK and Alexa sang a duet

...Aviva taught Mandarin on the bus

...We forgot Mich Bass in Eilat

...Mike and Naomi gherred (Persian danced) around the Bonfire
in the camps

...Jamie wore a different color bandana everyday

...Galileo! Galileo!

...The songs of our bus CD were/are permanently implanted into
our brains

...“Weenie” gave us Shoko Ba Sakit

...“Eyzeh Yofee”

...We almost got kicked out of the last hotel in Israel

...The buddy system failed so we created the London Bridge
system

...Josh (chaperone) and Jedi’s feuds and dance-offs

...We forgot to sleep on the last night

...Seeemona

...Ashley H. started a hair salon for the guys

...Our last bus ride, our last lunch, and Josh’s last speech
...Israel 09 came to an end...

We would like to thank the MYC board for putting together
the trip of our lives. Also, we extend our appreciation to our
Madrichim, Yehudah and Moriya for showing us the true Israel,
and most importantly, to PJ (Pamela and Joshua Kashanian) for
playing the roles of our moms and dads for three amazing weeks.
Our appreciation and love for you all goes from the north of
Israel all the way south!
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Mongy Matters

Loan Modification

Robert Bichoupan, Esq.

We live in strange times and the world often seems to be
upside down. There was a time when we thought we were
invincible, with financial conquest after
conquest, with ever more, bigger, better.
There was no fear. For many, times
have changed. In retrospect, that life of
excess was foolish.

Many who bought houses over the
last ten years find that their houses are
worth less than what they paid, and in
some cases, less than the mortgage
balance. At the same time rugs, jewelry,
real estate, and almost every other
profession or business has been hurt by
the recession. It is not uncommon today
for me to be approached by families
young and old, struggling with mortgage payments and falling
behind. So what are the options when the mortgage becomes too
much to pay?

o Stop paying and let the bank have the house
(Unfortunately, sometimes there is no choice)

e Sell the house, sometimes in a short sale

(The bank may agree to accept less than what is owed provided
you receive nothing)

o Forbearance Agreements

Call the bank and work out a payment plan to repay your late
payments in addition to your regular payments.(The bank’s
preferred choice)

e Re-finance

(Not really a viable option once you are late with mortgage
payments)

e Modification
(Change the terms of your agreement with the bank)

For the homeowner, modification is often the best option
because it allows you to change the terms of the loan. It can
allow for a greater number of ways to pay the loan, reduce the
interest rate, and even in some rare cases reduce the balance
owed. The banks are reluctant to discuss this option except as a
last resort.

However, here is the irony: the banks usually will not agree
to a modification of your loan if your income is too high or if it

is too low. Of course, the very reason you need the modification
is because you do not have enough income to pay the mortgage.
Even when the mortgage is larger than
the value of the house, and a
modification may allow you to sustain
mortgage payments, the bank will not
consider it because you do not meet
their guidelines.

The “sweet spot” in my experience,
is to have mortgage payments equal to
approximately 31% -50% of your
gross income. If your mortgage
payments are higher than that ratio, the
banks may feel that you will not be
able to sustain payments in the long
run and will default again. If your
payments are less, the banks may feel that you can afford to pay
more, and will not modify your loan.

You may also be mistakenly advised to fall behind on your
mortgage payments before approaching the bank for a
modification. There are serious risks to that strategy and it is not
necessary for the bank to take you seriously. The process can
take as little as two months or a year or even longer. The bank
may hire an attorney to commence a foreclose action
simultaneously with discussing modification as an option with
you.

As you may have heard, the laws of foreclosure have changed
and there are additional notices and conferences the bank must
entertain before proceeding with foreclosure. Do not be
discouraged if the bank starts the action. Continue the
modification conversation.

There are many law firms who offer services to assist you
modifying your mortgage as well as non lawyers who do the
same. Be aware of those who insist on an upfront fee beyond a
minimal amount. The ones who really know what they are
doing typical will agree to a fee only upon a successful outcome
and some will accept installment payments to allow you to get
back on your feet. There are various government programs and
incentives with established guidelines that facilitate a
modification agreement with the lender under the right
circumstances.

Ultimately, the best decision may be to sell your house, but
the worst thing you can do is ignore the situation. If your income
has decreased or your payments have increased to where your
mortgage payments are becoming a burden that you can not
sustain, take action now. Ask for help, ask for advice, educate
yourself, establish a course of action, and follow through.

May the New Year be better than the last.
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Jihad Goes Global

Aviva Nassimi

About 6,400 miles east of New York, in a world not so far
away, lives a little boy. His name is Jahvad Mohammed Al-
Musar and he is your typical eleven year-old boy; however, little
Jahvad does not long to one day become an astronaut, a pirate, a
doctor, or even a father. Little Jahvad’s dream is to one day die a
martyr in the name of his God, Allah. Since birth, Jahvad has
been taught the inner-mechanics of the AK-47; he has been
taught that you are the root of all evil; he has been taught that all
those who dispute the book of Allah are enemies; he has been
taught that Western Civilizations are the root of all his problems.
He has been taught jihad.

The worldwide Muslim community consists of over 1.57
billion people, meaning that nearly one in four people practices
Islam. Even if we take the lower end of the estimate and say that
only ten percent of this 1.57 billion subscribe to violent jihad,
that leaves about 235 million people ready to undertake terror in
pursuit of their goals. As of 2008, the entire population of the
U.S. was a bit over 300 million, not a lot compared to the 235
million' Muslim fundamentalists in the world today. This
chilling number is a mere glimpse into the scary future of this
fast growing nation.

Every country in the world deals with jihad in one form or
another. Jihad and the ‘tentacles of its terrorism’> are reaching
out to every single corner of the world. Whether it be terrorist
attacks in Thailand, the Philippines, Madrid, Paris, Russia,
London, or Middle Eastern countries such as Iraq, Iran, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, and of course, Israel, or even very own New York,
Islamic Jihad has succeeded in reaching the far pinnacles of the
world in spreading its hateful ideology to fellow followers near
and far.

Throughout history, the indoctrination of ideas and beliefs
has proved to be the most potent trigger in reaching the goal of
complete annihilation of a certain group of people. There are
those who trust that, as Joseph Stalin once remarked, “Ideas are
more powerful than guns . . . we do not let our enemies have
guns, so why let them have ideas?” It is a single thought that
hijacked a single strand of Islam that has challenged the pillars of
society. This has undermined the value of life and that has
introduced a world of violence and hate.

The original notion of jihad originated from the Arabic word
Jjahada, which literally means ‘to struggle.” Jihad, in a literal
sense, can be defined as an internal struggle to better oneself. It is
this concept that has been politicized and distorted into the global
jihad we know and fear today. Radical Muslims understand this
commandment to ‘better oneself’ as a struggle to eradicate all
those who oppose their god, Allah, even if they must spill blood
to reach that end.

The widely accepted term to describe the world’s fate coined
by Samuel Huntington, a “clash of civilizations,” is limited and

! https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

Tony Blair in an October, 2001 speech on terrorism

ultimately deceiving. The confrontation of the West and radical
Islam is not a mere clash, but rather, an outright war: a war
declared by bombs, planes, and murders. This is a war declared
against all who do not share the same religious, social, and
political beliefs as they do. We cannot underestimate the role of
the media and Muslim education in the promulgation of Islamic
propaganda. The media is used as a means of programming,
naturally breeding the next generation of passionate jihadists.
Schooling and all forms of media are among leaders’ favorite
tools for brainwashing and enticement. Jihadist leaders represent
the war as an act of protection. When leaders forcefully declare
that Islamic values are under attack by the West, jihad becomes
self-defense.

It is imperative that the United States and its western allies
understand that Islamic terrorism should in no way be viewed as
a fair and inevitable response to the defensive actions taken on
part of other nations. After the September 11" attacks, we often
heard Westerners blaming themselves and asking what America
could have done to deserve this degree of hatred. According to
this reasoning, Muslims must have been suffering terribly to

commit such an act. Perhaps, some thought, the cause was
arrogant American imperialism or foreign policy. This is
completely false.

It is of no use to delve into any theoretical justifications
because there simply aren’t any. In the eyes of a jihadist, it is his
or her duty to kill infidels, and an honor to die in the quest.

Now, let us take a closer look at history:

1925: Adolf Hitler publishes Mein Kampf, (My Struggle)

2001: The birth of a new era of Jikad, which, interestingly
enough, is translated as “My Struggle”
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1939: Millions upon millions of Germans stand assembled
honoring “the Fithrer” and chanting “Heil Hitler”

2009: Millions upon millions of Muslim extremists assemble
chanting “Allahu Akbar”

Is it a total fabrication to draw parallels between the threats of
Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to ‘wipe Israel off the
face of the map,’ and Hitler’s promises to annihilate the Jewish
people completely?

The path has already been paved; Hitler proved to the Jihadist
world that it is indeed possible to pursue what Islamic
fundamentalists hope to one day accomplish. In the eyes of
Jihadists, the Holocaust is an unfinished trial to eliminate the
Jewish people. Less than seventy years ago, the world did not
stop Hitler in his advances because we were preoccupied with
‘our own domestic issues.” Now looking back at our own
preoccupations, do you believe our problems sufficiently
justified our ignorance in what turned into the greatest Genocide
the world has ever seen?

The same idea applies today. We must foresee what that kind
of “struggle” can do to a civilization. It’s simple; if we ignore the
threat, we will pay a heavy price. Our committed and unified
efforts could have deterred Hitler, but our reluctance to see the
truth hindered us from doing so. The same is true today. The
goals of both totalitarian regimes are identical; if we do not learn
from the events of Nazi Germany then we will not be able to
fend off the true danger of the Muslim fanatics today.

To the Nazis, we were “dirty Jews,” a subhuman race below
the ideal Aryan nation. To radical Muslims, we are ‘Kuffars.’
They hate those who are not like them. Infamous terrorist Abu
Hamsa Al- Masri preaches to his Muslim people on the danger of
Jews, calling them “beasts in human forms.” He says, “If you are
a Kuffar, and you dare walk in a Muslim land, then you are like a
cow. Anyone can take this cow. If a non-Muslim is walking, then
we can catch him and her as booty to sell on the market, or just
kill him. It is OK.”

Jihadists are ready to sacrifice everything, including their
youth, their morality, and their life for the sake of their ideology.
They have abandoned their existence on Earth for what they
believe in and this belief is at war. Life is no longer holy and
holiness only belongs to the noble soldiers of jihad. To the Nazis
we were a number, and to the Jihadists we are cows. If we do not
fight for the sanctity of life, we cannot expect the world to take
care of humanity.

As Jews, we will only prevail when Islamic extremists realize
that our determination to defend our values and our way of life is
greater than their determination to cause death and destruction.
We cannot claim ignorance any longer. History has proven to us
that evil triumphs when there are not enough good people to
defeat it. In the ever-resonating words of English philosopher
Edmund Burk: “The only thing necessary for the triumph [of
evil] . . . is for good men to do nothing.”

3 Iranian president Ahmadinejad in an October, 2005 address
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The Eccentric Corner:

Colorful Words in the English Language

Michael M. Mardkha

The pure purpose of the articles in this corner is an attempt to make you chuckle, grin, or raise
an eyebrow. It has no bearing on politics, religion, finance, etc. and it has no philosophical

value whatsoever.
Enjoy!

The English language is full of colorful words that have
multiple meanings depending on how they are used. These
magical words can describe pain, pleasure, love, hate, etc., just
by their sound. Take, for example the word, “HELL.” We all
know the basic meaning of this four letter work but this word can
fall into many grammatical categories. It can be used as a verb,
both transitive (the HELL you will) and intransitive (stay the
HELL away from me!); or as an adverb (no way in HELL that
could happen), and as a noun (that’s HELL!). As you can see,
these very special words have amazing versatility in the English
language.

Besides their varied grammatical usages, these words can
also be used to describe many situations in a colorful manner:

Salutation “How the HELL are you?”

Revelation “I got a HELL of deal from the BMW dealer.”
Dismay “Oh, to HELL with it!”

Dilemma “What the HELL am I going to do now?”
Disgust “Ah, to HELL with you!”

Anger “The HELL you will!”

Confusion “What the HELL?”

Annoyance “When HELL freezes over twice!”

Lost “Where the HELL are we?”

Temperature “It’s hot as HELL in here!”

Retribution “See what the HELL you will do with this!”
Shock “How the HELL did he do that?”
Complexity “How the HELL does this work?”
Skepticism “What the HELL is going on here?”
Approval “That’s a HELL of a shot!”

Disapproval “What the HELL kind of shot was that?”

It can be used in an anatomical description — “How in the
HELL did she manage to get into those jeans?”

It can be used to describe timed event — “We are HELL out of
time now!”

It can be used at the office — “How the HELL did I end up in
this business?”

And there are also some well known events in history that
were enhanced with these amazing words:

Who can forget General Custer’s last words? “Where the
HELL did all these Indians come from?”

It is merely a five minute escape into the pure world of eccentric facts.

What about Napoleon Bonaparte at the Battle of Waterloo?
“How the HELL did I get myself mixed up in this? Elba wasn’t
so bad after all.”

And let’s not forget the immortal words of the Captain of the
Titanic: “Where the HELL is all this water coming from?”

And Abraham Lincoln’s famous quote: “You can fool all the
people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but
how the HELL can you fool all the people all the time?”’

How about the last words of mayor of Hiroshima: “What the
HELL was that?”

And Harry S. Truman once said, “If you can’t stand the heat,
then get the HELL out of the kitchen!”

How about Neil Armstrong’s famous words as man first
landed on the moon? “This is one small step for a man, one giant
leap for mankind.” And then, he went on to say, “I hope we can
get the HELL back home soon!”

And then there was this private chat between Bill Clinton and
Monica Lewinsky: “That was one HELL of a big cigar!”

In 1988 Jesse Jackson while campaigning in New York City
amid his presidential bid was overheard to say, “I can’t wait to
get the HELL out of this Heimy town!” (Referring to New York
City’s large Jewish population.)

Not forgotten are those infamous words from Jimmy Carter
(with IQ of less than zero) who once asked his chief of staff,
“How the HELL you spell Israel? With and I or an E?”

And last but not least, Obama’s famous off the record words
to Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi: “How the HELL we are going
to pay for all this stuff?”

The human mind boggles as to the many creative uses of
these magical words. As demonstrated here, you can use simple
and boring words in the English language, and with a little
creativity, make them colorful and extremely useful. So, please
feel free to use them frequently in your daily activities to add
some color to your everyday events; HELL, it may even add
some prestige!
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The Costco Conundrum:

Buying

in Bulk

Jasmine Dilmanian

The following piece was written in happier times.

No, mom, [ don’t believe buying that eighteen-pack of
assorted rainbow Kirkland Signature eyebrow combs was
entirely necessary.

It is very possible that this community single handedly serves
as the reason why Costco, or as your grandmother probably still
calls it, ‘Pehhrice Club’, is still thriving. Looking back on my
nineteen years of existence, I can’t remember life any other way;
every other Sunday morning (although the frequency has almost
doubled in recent years), my mother, and on special occasions,
the entire family, would hop in the car and head to that enormous
emporium of everything located conveniently enough on Old
Country Road. And when I say everything, I mean everything.

As 1 reminisce about all the times I helped lug boxes of
Poland Spring water bottles double my weight through that vast
parking lot, the evils of wholesale are conjured in the memory of
my back pains. I can’t help but wonder whether the whole
concept of paying less for more really holds true when thirty-five
out of the forty spices in that jumbo spice rack in the kitchen
cupboard have never been touched.

The firmly believed and widely perpetuated theory among
Mashadi mothers is as follows: you will always need trash bags.
Eventually, you will run out of trash bags. If you purchase three
hundred generic trash bags in one fell swoop, you will not only
save money by avoiding smaller brand-name packs at greedy
retailers like Waldbaum’s, but also, you won’t have to worry
about your trash bag supply for the next several months. In the
likely event that you find yourself in excess of trash bags, you
can always split the pack in half with a friend, or even better,
return them for a full refund, hassle-free.

Stellar theory, right? Not so fast. We run into a few
problems when abiding by this supposedly simple concept. First
and most basic is the issue of storage. If you have trouble
remembering where you put that jar of pickles you bought two
weeks ago in that hurricane aftermath you call a pantry, it’s time

to stop the mass purchases and start consuming what is already
stashed in your house. It isn’t normal that you have two
refrigerators in your home; the secret one in the corner of your
basement is for cases of meat and excess Costco purchases that
you have failed to cram into your upstairs refrigerator.
Accordingly, you must determine at what rate you should
consume your fresh mozzarella cheese every morning so that you
will make it to the downstairs package before it rots in the
alternative foods pile.

The second issue one will often encounter, while wandering
down those heavenly wide aisles, is that of overt consumption of
things we have absolutely no use for. Stocked with everything
from scented wrapping paper to the latest state-of-the-art desktop
gizmo (that, after ten minutes of scrutinizing, you realize is
actually a phone), one can hardly resist filling up an entire
shopping cart with pointless doodads. As a victim of a
consumer-driven society, I may very well enter the store looking
for a toothbrush and walk out with a bicycle and three gallons of
shampoo.  On Costco’s end, people like us are regarded as
nothing short of a goldmine; when multiple buyers buy in
multiples, business booms!

Dilemma number three: as any Costco regular has inevitably
experienced, grocery shopping translates into wallet woes once a
craving comes around. Suppose you enter a smaller grocery
shop like 4 to Z, when suddenly, you are stricken with a severe
fruit-roll up craving. You catch a glimpse of a plum flavored
lavashak in the corner, give into your temptation, and that’s the
end of that. This scenario shouldn’t set you back more than a
dollar or two.

On the other hand, if this same craving occurs in the middle
of Costco, the only place your eye will lead you is to an
industrial-size pack of Fruit by the Foot. Two hours later, you’re
at home staring at a colorful carton of food coloring and high-
fructose corn syrup with a single Fruit by the Foot missing from
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it, wondering why you bought this monstrosity and where you
will have to shove it. Plus, you just burned ten precious
recession dollars.

Genetically engineered strawberries and a lax return policy
are two of the major factors that reel us back into Costco week
after week. As of yet, no fruit vendor has been able to compete
with the Costco Produce Department’s uncanny ability to sell us
fresh fruit at triple the size and half the price in grotesquely giant
cases. At the volume that fruit is consumed at a single Saturday
night doreh, one can’t help but concede that this is not just a
bargain...it’s a steal.

You know what else is a steal? Briefly: returning televisions,
i-pods, watermelons, vacuums, and patio furniture after days,
months...or, dare I reveal it, years of wear and tear at obscenely
reasonable refund rates (with no shame, mind you!). Costco is
the reason why many cease to be ethically Jewish and embrace
their culturally Jewish side, in a behavior commonly known as
“penny-pinching.”

The mother of a friend of mine, who shall remain nameless
for safety’s sake, claims to be the only woman in the community
who does not hold a Costco membership. Aside from the fear of
excommunication, she simply feels left out, but at the same time,
just doesn’t see the big fuss. This supermarket loyalist is simply
not a fan of the “bigger is better” philosophy. Maybe some
people just don’t see the logic in piling their homes to the brim
for the chance of a quick save that might end up being a not-so-
quick waste.

So, at the end of the day, are we really all better off buying in
bulk? Are mass purchases truly that much more efficient in the

long haul? Misery mounts in the face of the reality of the Costco
concept: for many, it might not be worth the weekly excursion
after all.

In paying homage to a certain list that was posted online by a
certain someone on a certain social-networking site, it would be
my honor to present: “You’re Mashadi If... (Wholesale
Edition!)” Without further ado:

You’re Mashadi If...

You have broken a (second) shopping cart during the course
of routine grocery shopping. You make sure to bring “the big
car” to Costco, lest your purchases would not fit in the trunk of a
mid-sized vehicle...in fact, Costco was the reason you bought
“the big car” in the first place. You buy baby oil by the keg, but
there hasn’t been a baby in your home in decades. You cried
when Costco changed its return policy from ‘“absolutely
ridiculous” to just plain “ridiculous.” You have had to tie
something to your roof rack of your car on the way home. Any
substantial piece of technology you have was an impulse
wholesale club buy. You have filed a “disgruntled customer”
complaint because Costco doesn’t open early enough and close
late enough, or because they ran out of the good kosher veggie
burgers. You pass by the free samples cart so many times that
the lady in the hair net knows you by name. You really wonder
sometimes what your mom does in there for so long...(do they
have an amusement park in the back I’'m not aware of?).

You’re Mashadi if you have always thought that you were
economizing when you were really just squandering. Perhaps
it’s time for a second thought. Goodbye, sweet eyebrow combs!

DR. MINOO DILMANIAN

Family Dentistry
Orthodontics
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Twice as Many Reasons Why

Queens is Stif/ Greater than Great Neck!

Andy Kalatizadeh

After having published my first "Top Ten Reasons
Why Queens is Still Greater than Great Neck," many
felt that I hadn't covered every necessary point. Thus,
I proudly present... Twice as Many Reasons Why
Queens is Still Greater than Great Neck:

20. Know that the verdict for the Shawn Bell murder trial has
been decided from the thirteen helicopters hovering outside your
bedroom window. Watch Al Sharpton being arrested live,
instead of on the evening news.

19. During our morning commute, we're done with the entire NY
Times before you're half-way through all of your distracting
"Sohb Bekheir" greetings.

18. Shaare Tova (still the original): Proud home of 1.8 Sifrei
Torah, per capita.

17. Alberto.

16. No chance of insulting the chazzan who's reading too fast
with a nasty "You rush'n?" The response is always a benign,
"Yes, I'm Russian!"

15. Park in the "Reserved for Rabbi" spot without even a shred of
guilt. [Editor's note: This was written prior to Rabbi Nissanian
joining Shaare Tova. Consequently, we ask that you park in the
"Reserved for Ambulette" spots instead].

14. You: Expensive houses with temp shades; We: temp houses
with expensive shades.

13. No need for innovative conversation-starters. We can always
rely on the refrain, "No, we haven't moved to Great Neck yet,
we're just here for the..."

12. We can drive from Shaare Tova all the way to Shaare Shalom
blindfolded. You'd barely make it out of your driveway before
hitting something!

11. Traffic! No need to actually make it to the brit-milah on
time. Get there just as the crowd starts fighting for the food and
avoid all of the superfluous ceremonial elements.

10. No need to know how to use a computer in order to vote at
Mashadi elections. If you can drop a sheet of paper into a
wooden box, you can vote. In Great Neck, you need to be a
Microsoft-certified engineer to cast your vote.

9. Claustrophobia-friendly kanissa environment. On a regular
Shabbat, we guarantee a minimum of five open seats on either of

your sides. On holidays, the number drops to three, but that's
still three more than you'll ever have.

8. Your first name is all that's required on your tallit bag. Feel
free to embroider your last name on something else.

7. No rules, no committees, no excessive structure. With all of
your committees, we'd like to suggest a "Sub-Committee
Committee" just to oversee and manage the creation of new and
relevant committees.

6. Bigger Heichal area means you can split Yom Kippur Neilah
with sixty-two fellow congregants. Let's do the math: our
Neilah goes for about $900, so that's less than fifteen dollars per
head!

5. With gold prices at historic highs, the average Kew Gardens
mouth is worth more than the wealthiest person in Great Neck.
Stop laughing! If every mouth in the U.S. contained as much
gold as the average Kew Gardens mouth, we wouldn't be in a
recession!

4. Miscommunications can do much less damage: When making
"kavods," each of our fingers denotes ten dollars, while each of
yours denotes ten thousand dollars. Depending on how far you
sit from the bimah, how well the gabbai can see, and how big
your fingers are, your bid can be off by three fingers. That could
be a $29,970 mistake!

3. We subscribe to the notion of "no news, good news,” so we
don't need "Kanissa News." Look for our upcoming "Kanissa
Olds,” published annually, where we reiterate well-known facts
about the community in Queens.

2. Makeup, shmakeup. When nobody knows you, there's no
chance of being embarrassed. Go shopping in your pajamas,
pick your nose at traffic lights, and give in to the urge to flip
though "Bukharian World" magazine while waiting for your
haircut. Nobody's watching!

And the number one reason why Queens is still greater than
Great Neck...

1. The joy you feel when your daughter comes home from school
singing "Nyet, nyet, priviet!"

From Queens with love,
Andy Kalatizadeh
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How to Handle Football Sundays with Your Loved One
Ilan Zabihi

In the midst of another great football season, I wish to inspire
and set myself as an example for any of you married men on how
to disregard your wife during Sundays in the fall. If you are not
a football fan (I truly feel bad if you aren’t), then this article is
not for you. You can turn the page now.

For you single men out there, it is important to make sure you
prioritize your Sunday schedule in the fall from the first date.
“Leave me alone on Sundays” was one of the first things I told
Talia when we began dating. Whatever you have to do to get
your woman to understand this concept from the get-go, do it. If
you don’t, you’re only setting yourself up for trouble.

For any married men who haven’t already done this, good
luck and G-d bless you.

Below is my Football Sunday ritual:

8 a.m.: My alarm clock goes off, which prompts me to shout
“WOOOO0OHOO00!”

8:30 — 10 a.m.: Stretch, exercise, then have my wife prepare
large continental breakfast.

10 a.m. — Noon: Watch some pre-game shows and prepare
all Fantasy lineups.

Noon — | p.m.: Send Talia off for shopping spree with my
credit card as we both prepare not to communicate with other
until the latter part of the day.

1 — 4 p.m.: Shutting down phone. Sitting either at 130
Steamboat or local bar watching a full slate of games.

4 — 7 p.m.: Turn my phone on to see some stats from my
fantasy football teams while disregarding any texts or voicemails
from my wife.

7:15 — 8:15 p.m.: Back home with take-out dinner preparing
for Sunday night game. Talia keeps telling me she misses not
hearing from me all day. I do not respond.

8:30 p.m. — 12 a.m.: Watch the Sunday night football with
my friends, or possibly with Talia.

The Wife on Football Sunday
Talia Zabihi

In the midst of my first season of football as a newlywed, I
wish to inspire and set myself as an example for any of you
married women on how to deal with your husbands during
Sundays in the fall. If you are not married to a football fan (I am
truly envious if you aren’t), then this article is not for you. You
can turn the page now.

For you single women out there, it is important to make sure
you ignore your potential husband from the very first date.
“Leave me alone on Sundays” was one of the first things Ilan
ever said to me when we began dating. A simple “okay” will
suffice here. Assume that this is an indirect proposal for
marriage, embrace his threat temporarily, and deal with it only if
you end up together. Have him feel safe from the very
beginning. If you show that you are disturbed by this early
regulation, you run the risk of losing him over something petty
and he will dismiss you and hunt for his next prey. Stay calm
and collected.

Assuming you end up marrying this simpleton whose needs
in life can be met by handing him a semi-heated Of-Tov chicken
nugget accompanied by a remote control, here is some brief
insight into my Sundays and how one can deal with her infantile
husband:

8 am: The alarm clock goes off. I hear a faint and distant
“WOOOOOHOOO!” T pull my knees in, gain some momentum,
and then kick my husband hard in his gut. I hear, “ow!” I smirk,
then reassume fetal position and go back to sleep.

8:30 — 10 a.m.: Let Ilan know I am preparing his continental
breakfast. Gather three expired eggs, crack them into a frying
pan, make sure to leave them undercooked and full of
salmonella, toast some whole wheat bread, serve all on a paper
plate and hand him a salt and pepper shaker. Deliver this with a
smile and kiss on the cheek.

10 a.m. — noon: Watch some pre-game shows and feign interest.
Impress my husband with my limited knowledge: Tom Brady is
not only great but also gorgeous quarter back who impregnated
Giselle out of wedlock; Terrell Owens had a show on VHI1 and

thinks he is a better running back than he is and could use a
lesson in sportsmanship; Mark Sanchez is very good looking and
is having one of the best rookie seasons ever for a quarterback.

Noon — 1 p.m.: Gladly receive Ilan’s credit card, feed his ego
and reinforce his masculinity. Let him feel he is in charge
financially and mentally.

1 — 4 p.m.: Take this opportunity to squeeze in some time
with my parents. Have my mom prepare abgoosht, gondi,
schwarma, noontaftoon, or anything else my pregnant self is
craving. Let them both know I am feeling faint and request for
them to kindly make me some sharbat golab. Extract everything
I possibly can from them without returning anything except for
my company. Make sure my naz has been sufficiently
behkeshed.

4 — 7 p.m.: Do not communicate with my husband once.
Stroll over to Americana. Also stop by Bed, Bath & Beyond and
purchase something I already own just to make sure I annoy him.
Let him know to expect the charge on his next bill. Taunt him.

7:15 — 8:15 p.m.: Go back home with some take-out. Tell
Ilan I missed him so much. Set my DVR to record Mad Men at
10 p.m. on AMC. Let him think that I will watch it another day
when in reality I will be watching it live the same night. This is
the calm before the storm.

8:30 p.m— 12 am.: Let Ilan watch primetime game until
halftime. Nag throughout the entire first half. Then, throw in the
silent treatment. Try my best to coat my corneas with a layer of
tears. Remind him that he impregnated me to avoid the baby’s
delivery during the football season (which, unfortunately for me,
coincides with flu season). By a quarter to ten, he should have
already forfeited the remote control.

I end up the day’s real victor. He watches two and a half
games and gets his continental breakfast and believes he is the
winner. To think that if I responded harshly on that very first
date, we wouldn’t be here today! Lesson to be learned: give
everyone a chance and never forget that the real power lies in the
woman’s hands with everything in life!
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The Publication of “Megillah”
possible by the generous contributions of our

supporters.

Megillah would like to thank all of those who
responded to our request in the past issues by
The names of

sending in their contributions.
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contributors appear below in alphabetical
order within each category. Contributions of
350 or more will be recognized for one year
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Drohobych, Ukraine. Great (Choral) Synagogue.
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Lili Zarabi, MS, CSP
Psychologist
516-492-8511

Living a meaningful life
Social skill groups
Counseling

Increasing self- worth
Parenting workshop
Coping with anxiety/depression
Organization skills for students
Complete Evaluation
Relationships and wellness
Anger management
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NIRA MOHEBAN  boxo 1 44
Mortgage Professional You Trust

Call cell: (516) 849-5210

nira.gross@kw.com

No Income Check is Back!

At least 25% down payment required.
Up to 81,000,000 home purchase. Cash in the bank
will be checked for period of 2 months.

e  First Time Home Buyers: Get $8000 from
Government when you purchase a home in 2009.

e Ifbusiness is bad, change your 15 year mortgage to
30 year and reduce your payments by hundreds of
dollars.

e 30 year fixed rate with income check is around
4.50%. Ask if it is worth it for you to refinance.

e 15 year fixed rate with income check is around
4.25%. Ask if it is worth it for you to refinance.
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QUANTUM MORTGAGE
One Old Country Rd., Suite 282, Carle Place, NY 11514

Registered Mortgage Broker, NYS Banking Department. Loans arranged through third-party providers.
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. Automnbile / Cstuctmn Acc1dents *
+ Slips & Falls + Dog Bitese

Free Consultgtion
QS 039l

No Recovery-No Fee ¢ In Hospital & Home Visits

916-354-5454

J000 Marcus Ave., Suite 2E7, Lake Success, NY 11042
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Sub Specialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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FARSHAD SHAFIZADEH M.D.
National Board Certified Urologist
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Diseases of the Prostate

Non Invasive, In-Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostates using TUNA, MICROWAVE, &
LASER Technology

Men’s Sexual Health/Impotence

Urinary Incontinence in Both Men & Women
Kidney Stones — Laser & Shock Wave
Treatment

Vasectomy

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Manhattan Office

461 Park Ave. South 5th Floor
New York, NY 10016
E 38 B 8 b dduald (LLA aia
(212) 777-8566

www.NewYorkUrologic.com
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We accept most insurance plans.
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JEWELRY PHOTOGRAPHY

Shooting, retouching and editing “Zig~_
on location! ey
same day delivery! '

$ 15.00item:

Our services
@ Digital Interactive Catalogue
@ Rotating Video (30 sec.)

@ Custom show presentations
and advertsing solutions
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CALL AND
ASK ABOUT
THE LATEST
TECHNOLOGY!

interactive
window

touch-screen

Virtual Connection Corp.

(516) 303-2445

Yvan Kashanian
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Because getting a new car .

MAKE KE AND MODEL
/5A|_|gs JFINANCING

Over 10 years

experience
with thousands )
. g . We deliver your new car
of satisfied clients .
right to your door

and we'll return your
previous lease "

Simon Ghassablan

516-423-2822

www.leasingdirectli.com
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