Community Chatter

Rodney Hakim

Have you ever been in a synagogue when the chazzan is
reading the Torah, but even though he is less than ten feet from
you, it’s so loud and noisy that you can hardly hear a word that
he’s saying? How about at a didan, where a family is crying
their eyes out from grief, but instead of being able to hear the
consoling speeches, all that can be heard is chit-chat from all
around? What about a wedding, where the bride and groom and
their families are brimming with emotion, but instead of being
able to hear the rabbi’s words, they are inundated by the din of
small talk from every direction? If you have experienced any of
these things, then chances are you are a member of the Mashadi
Jewish community. For all the good and special things we are
and do as Persian Jews, there’s something we desperately need to
learn to undo, which is our acceptance of all the talking that goes
on during these holy and solemn occasions.

Think of a classroom setting, where the professor stands at
the front of the room, and in some cases, a huge lecture hall.
There is an established social code, in which the teacher’s words
are valued, and the only one permitted to talk in the classroom is
him. There is a combination of respect and fear for the professor
that keeps the students in line, and prevents them from ignoring
the teacher’s need for silence. They respect his authority and
position, and fear the negative consequences of getting a bad
grade, or being humiliated in front of their peers by an angry
teacher who has had enough of their talking and interruptions.

The same, unfortunately, does not hold true in our
community, if we extend the classroom and professor analogy to
the synagogue and rabbi/speaker/chazzan. It’s a similar social
code, in the sense that the rabbis and community leaders are our
teachers, guiding us in the ways of Judaism and the Torah. But
there are key differences. We are supposed to respect our rabbis
and the Torah, and love and fear G-d. But do we show our rabbis
and community leaders the proper respect? I think not. People
chatter so freely and defiantly in synagogue, even when the
Torah is being read, that the gabbayim and rabbis will thump the
altar, stop the Torah reading, and give a verbal rebuke. Sadly,
the effect of these efforts is very short-lived. There is very little
respect from the congregants, as there are no consequences for
them, so they keep on talking, and talking, and talking. Can you
imagine someone being thrown out of synagogue for talking too
much? It’s an absurd thought. Without the sense of wrongdoing,
or the danger of significant chastisement for excessive talking,
however, our community has let the social code in synagogue
become so lax that talking during even the holiest or most
solemn moments has not only become permissible, but it has
become the norm for how we conduct ourselves.

Why is it that we have allowed the social code of the
synagogue to devolve like this? The aforementioned lack of fear
of consequences is a significant factor. But what is the origin of
the problem? Some say it’s because Mashadi Jews view
synagogue as a place for socializing more so than praying.
Others say it’s because we have so many different levels of
Jewish observance under one roof, from the minimal to the very
observant, that they can’t all be expected follow one standard of
behavior. Yet others have suggested that it is a lack of education
in the older members, where they did not have anyone teaching
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them the difference between proper and improper conduct, or
how to understand the Hebrew prayers.

Regardless of whether you accept these theories or not, the
education theory only deals with the older generation. What
about the younger generation? By and large, our younger
congregants are very highly educated, with more and more of
them having not only graduated college, but having pursued post-
graduate degrees, as well, and having had at least some Hebrew
learning. That being said, then, the younger crowd not only has
the education to know the proper conduct in synagogue, but also
the full knowledge of the social code that they’ve learned in the
classroom with their professors.

So why doesn’t that respect, love, and fear that our young
congregants should have learned in school translate to the
synagogue? I believe they have learned from observing their
parents that it’s okay to talk freely in synagogue, without any
penalty. With no fear of repercussions involved, they feel that if
their parents can talk openly and loudly in synagogue, at didans,
and at weddings, then they can talk openly and loudly, too.

Don’t get me wrong. I know that the primary functions of the
synagogue are not only praying and learning, but also
socializing. Catching up with friends and family is important, of
course. The socializing has become so loud and disrespectful,
though, that it has extended beyond its proper time and place,
and now drowns out our holiest and most and solemn moments.

Our holiest text is the Torah, and when the Torah is brought
out, we run and practically push each other out of the way to
touch it and kiss it, and receive its holiness. Yet, once the Torah
starts being read, we hypocritically tune out and start chit-
chatting. To talk over the words of the Torah is to disrespect it!

The same goes during didans (memorial services meant to
show respect to a loved one who has passed away), where the
family in mourning needs to be comforted, and to be able to hear
the rabbi’s words of consolation and guidance. Some think that
being present at a didan is enough to show respect, and don’t
understand that respect also means to be quiet and listen to the
words being said, and not talk right through the entire ceremony!

At the opposite extreme is the joy and solemnity of the
wedding ceremony, where the couple and their families, who
have spent months and who knows how much money organizing
the event, want to hear the blessings and speeches, but hear the
loud buzz of the cell phones and meaningless banter of their
guests instead. All this chit-chat is disruptive and disrespectful,
and even worse, who knows how much of it is lashon hara?!

Regardless of our levels of religious observance, talking has
its place: the social hall. We need to know that during our holiest
and most solemn moments, talking is wrong, a violation of the
social code, and a major offense to those of us who really love
and want to hear the Torah and the rabbi’s and speaker’s words.

And saying “we don’t talk, we only whisper” doesn’t cut it,
as 100 people’s whispering adds up to a roar. A fellow Jew, who
is not Persian, and recently came to our synagogues, summed it
up best when he said, “In our synagogues, we learn. In yours,
you talk.” Let’s learn to have more respect and love for each
other, our rabbis, our elders, our Torah, and our solemn
moments, and to restore the proper social code in kanisa.
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« Smartlipo Laser Liposuction.

« Botox , Juvederm xc, Radiesse

o Lip & Cheek Augmentation

« Skin Rejuvenation & Tightening
o Wrinkles Reduction

o Glycolic Peel

o Medical Microdermabrasion
« Laser Vascular Treatment

o Laser Acne Treatment

o Medical ear piercing
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« Prescription Grade Skin Care Products

Great Neck Medical Spa

Dr. Deborah Marciano

Board Certified Physician.
Certified in Laser Liposuction and Aesthetic Dermatology.

o Velashape 2 ,FDA Approved Cellulite & Fat Reduction.

o Laser Hair Removal by Cynosure Smart cool

® Smartlipo Triplex in
combination with Velashape2
& power assist gives you the
best proven outcome for a
beautiful body after
Liposuction.

® Newest and safest
technology for Laser Hair
Removal for teens and adults.

e The only FDA approved
cellulite treatment in US;
results as fast as two painless
treatments.

Dr. Deborah Marciano
770 Middle Neck Rd., Suite P2
Great Neck, NY, 11024

(516) 439-5075

greatneckmedicalspa.com

Please call for an appointment.
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Central Board

2007-2010 End of Term Report

Bahman Kamali

The following is a summary of the main accomplishments of
the Central Board during the 2007-2010 term, whose members
were:

Mr. Ephraim Aminoff (4ssistant Treasurer)
Mrs. Cathy Banilivy

Mrs. Anna Carmili (Secretary)

Mr. Hertzl Cohanpour

Mr. George Dilamani

Mr. Louis Ebrani

Mr. Ramin Gorjian

Mr. Behnam Hakimian (Iranian)

Mr. Bijan Hakimian (Mortazazadeh) (4ssistant Treasurer)
Mr. Farshad Kalaty (Treasurer)

Mr. Bahman Kamali (co-President)

Mr. Shmuel Livian

Mr. Mehdi Nassimi (co-President)

Mr. Yosef Nassimi

Mr. Daryush Nowbakht

Alternate: Mr. Benny Carmili

CO-PRESIDENCY: Central Board members demonstrated the
importance of having community welfare before ourselves by
making the decision to go beyond the UMJCA By-laws and
accepting to create a co-Presidency system for the 2007-2010
term. By means of this compromise, Mehdi Nassimi and
Bahman Kamali were able to work together and show that our
appreciation for the community is more important than a title.

OUTREACH WITH OUTSIDE COMMUNITIES: We
reached out to several outside organizations and worked with
them closely towards meeting common goals, including the
Syrian Community, American Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC), and the Iranian American Jewish Federation (IAJF).
We also reached out to the Mashadi Vaads of Markazi in Israel
and Noam in Italy.

MEETING WITH LEADERS OF SYRIAN COMMUNITY:
As a result of inviting 22 leaders from the Syrian Jewish
community to meet with 100 leaders from our community in a
joint meeting in Great Neck in 2008, Central Board demonstrated
its willingness and desire to learn from others. By having this
meeting with leaders of other successful communities that have
managed to stay together and intact throughout several
generations, we attempted to implement the three things that they
suggested to us in order to remain united and grow. The three
areas were: A) Jewish Education B) Chessed Work C) Having a
Takana.

MASHADI MINHAGIM: Our Religious Council was
expanded to include several more of our own community

members in order to focus more on our own Mashadi Halakha
and minhagim.

REAFFIRMATION OF OUR TRADITIONS: The Religious
Council, Board of Trustees, leaders of our community, and
Central Board signed the document to reaffirm our traditions and
to officially document the community’s position on conversion.
This document referred to as the Takana was signed together
with all other Mashadi Vaad’s globally.

ok ok ok ok ok ok %k

FINANCIAL: Central Board continued to implement the
“voluntarily membership kavod system” and raised over $6.0M
in kavods in the last three years that were pledged during
Shabbats and High Holidays; funds that would go towards not
only paying for the administration of our synagogues, but also to
subsidize our other programs. The annual expenses of our
community were reduced by $350,000 a year and brought the
total debt of UMJCA down by $1.8M, to a level that our total
debt today is less than 10% of our total equity. We also were
able to reduce our annual interest payment from over $300,000 to
under $150,000 a year. We balanced the budget every year and
made it very transparent to the community. We cleaned up our
books and have a new computerized financial program.

SEVEN DIFFERENT FUNDRAISING METHODS: UMJICA
raised $3.0M through seven new fundraising methods, including:
planned giving to UMJCA, endowment to Higher Education,
interest free loans, several dedicated fundraisings at people’s
homes for specific causes, online fundraising for a few different
causes, several sponsorships from major corporate America
institutions, and deferring its commitment to Israel to another
organization.

ok %k ok ok ok %k

MARRIAGE: Several marriage-related forums were held in
order to open up discussions among parents and eligible men and
women about issues in today’s "dating-for-marriage" scene.
Presentations were shown, matchmakers got involved, and
Rabbis spoke. Whether due to these efforts or not, there was an
apparent increase in marriages soon after the discussions were
introduced to the community.

DRUGS & ALCOHOL: Thanks to the guidance and
involvement of a Central Board member, many seminars were
held with the youth — and in different environments — in order to
teach them from an early age about the negative effects of drugs
and alcohol.
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ELDERLY CARE: Several of us met with Highfield Gardens
Care Center in order to expand their relationship with the
Mashadi community and to gradually have a place for our seniors
who need temporary or permanent care.

SOCIAL SERVICES: We contacted UJA to use their services
and received loans and grants for the community members that
qualified.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: Even though the budget was reduced
from many directions, the funding for youth activities was
expanded in order to get closer with the youth and reach out to
them via internet and computer services.

PARTIES: We made an extensive online survey study, used
people’s opinions, and had many forum discussions with
community members in order to get feedback from youth and
adults about the Parties of our community. We did our best to
reduce the size and frequency of parties, and the costs associated
with them.

FATHER-SON MINYAN: This minyan was formed in order to
show the importance of the famous quote, “if you pray together
you stay together.” This minyan is every Sunday morning at
Shaare Shalom.

REORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNITY BAR AND
BAT MITZVAHS: A new format was established for the
community-wide Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations. Several
experienced women of the community put a great deal of effort
into planning both the events, which were well-organized and
great successes. Over 23 Bar Mitzvah boys and 24 Bat Mitzvah
girls participated in the celebration, and over 600 guests
attended, which made these events a huge success.

MEDICAL FIELD: With a big help from a medical doctor of
our community, a group of us contacted and met with doctors
from Mount Sinai hospital, NYU School of Medicine, and North
Sore hospital, and joined forces with IAJF and SAM, to
collectively start a new foundation called SHORE. This new
organization has been made in order to refer and recommend our
young generation to learn about how they can avoid passing
down certain possible medical conditions that have been
common in the Mizrahi/Iranian communities (for example
HIBM) to their future children, and basically following how
Ashkenazim have eliminated and dealt with such issues among
themselves.

SPEAKER SERIES: In the last 3 years, we had 1 senator, 2
Congressmen, 1 economist, and several other important political
figures as speakers for the community.

sk osk sk sk sk sk ok ok ok

GUESTS AT CENTRAL BOARD MEETINGS: During this
term, we had open arms and wanted to encourage volunteerism,
so we often invited guests or heads of a committee to directly
propose their suggestions to us if needed, and we would give
them the empowerment to go after what they proposed to
achieve.

TRANSPARENCY: Central Board started to post their agendas
and minutes online, and started an online calendar with meeting
dates and events.

ANGEL FUND: We gave the blessing to a community member
to raise money and create the Angel Fund toward helping any
community member in case they need financial help for their
basic needs, and to also assist those looking for jobs.

MASHADI MEDIA: This new organization was formed in
order to take over the community’s expanding mailing list and
directory. The new directory will be coming out soon and is
totally managed by individual volunteers outside of Central
Board.

MASS COMMUNICATION: Mashadi.info and Kanissa News
were made into an independent member organization of UMJCA
(similar to how the Higher Education committee functions) in
order to blast community news every Friday and publish printed
kanissa news to be available every Shabbat.

COMMUNITY WEBSITE: Through the help and initiative of
our community youth, we now have a major great website,
www.Mashadi.org, where several trusted community currently
have access and are able to post information.

%k % ok ok ok ok %k

INVOLVEMENT WITH AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (AIPAC): With the amazing help of
a community member, AIPAC trips were organized in order to
attend the Policy Conference in Washington DC in the last few
years. Over 200 new community members attended this
conference that is attended by over 6,000 people each year.

JOINED FORCES WITH IRANIAN AMERICAN JEWISH
FEDERATION (IAJF): By joining with IAJF, UMIJCA
demonstrated that when it comes to Israel, Mashadis, Ashenazim,
Sephardim, and all Jews around the world have to join together
and put a combined worldwide effort to support our homeland.

ISRAEL DAY PARADE: Helping to rejuvenate interest in the
Israel Day Parade, we worked with the MYC to recreate the
event that is attended by several hundred of our community
members each year.

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY: For the last few years, a
“Shuk” like the ones found around Israel, was set up at our
synagogue in order to celebrate Israel’s Independence and bring
vendors who support Israel to our community.

sk sk sk sk sk sk ok ok ok

HERITAGE & HISTORY: Three study sessions were held in
loving memory of the late Behrouz Dilmanian z’l in order to
study the heritage of our community and going as far back as
1746 when the Mashadi community began to take form. Over 30
members of our community from all ages participated in this
series and several members of our community volunteered to
make this possible.
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UNITED MASHADI JEWISH COMMUNITY OF
AMERICA (UMJCA) & GLOBAL MASHADI JEWISH
FEDERATION (GMJF): We got together with Mashadis from
Israel and Italy to form the new Global Mashadi Jewish
Federation which has been created to unite the Mashadi
communities worldwide and to join forces in maintaining
Mashadi heritage and keeping alive the efforts that our ancestors
went through. We also participated in the Global Mashadi
Jewish Federation Conference held on July 6th, where over 250
Mashadis attended the historic event.

HERITAGE TOURS: Through the trips organized by the
GMIJF, several UMJCA members visited cities nearby Mashad,
such as Samarkand, Bukhara, and Marv, in order to look for the
lost Mashadi tribes.

MUSEUM EXHIBIT: With the efforts of a dedicated
community member who has collected over 100 Mashadi
artifacts and ketubbot for the upcoming Grand Opening Exhibit
at Beit Hatfutsot Diaspora Museum on the Jews of Iran, this is
the first time ever that there will be a section in a museum
dedicated to our community’s past. Over 30 Mashadis from
USA have already planned to attend this event on December
30",2010.

MASHADI JEWRY HERITAGE CENTRE IN TEL AVIV:
During the GMJF conference of 2008, Mashadis in Tel Aviv and
Milan showed a strong desire to have a new community center in
Tel Aviv. The Federation asked them to call it the Mashadi
Jewry Heritage Center. The historic ground breaking ceremony
will be on Dec. 29" in a building that is already owned by our
community called Shabazi in Neve Tzedek.

MASHADI TIMELINE: Via the Federation, UMJCA is
currently compiling books and going through archives in order to
make a timeline that will show the history of our community at a
glance.

MASHADI HERITAGE WEBSITE: A major website is in the
works by the Global Mashadi Jewish Federation (GMJF) in order
to hold old photographs and images of artifacts and anything to
help keep our heritage and history alive.

ok Kk ok ok ok ¥k

YOUNG MASHADI JEWISH CENTER (YMJC) GRAND
OPENING: We supported the YMJC board and held the official
Grand Opening ceremony for installing dedicated plaques,
affixing the mezuzahs by the donors, and opening the senior
lounge that is being widely used.

MAINTAINED OUR CURRENT PROGRAMS: Not only
did we make our Talmud Torah program stronger, but also made
our pre-school nearly self-sufficient.

DOWNTOWN MINYAN: The Minyan being held at the MYC
office has become self sufficient and a new profit center for
UMICA.

POTTERS LANE: We are almost close to getting the final
permit to use this property as a parking lot for YMJC.

YMJC BY-LAWS: We worked very closely with the past
presidents who helped us to make YMJC operative and make the
by-laws pass with a very high vote.

SUPERVISORY COUNCIL: A dynamic and creative
Supervisory Council for the 2010 elections was formed through
the efforts of Central Board members, and this Council did an
excellent job in recruiting so many candidates.

RELATIONSHIP WITH PAST LEADERS: We created a
close relationship with the community and past leaders, and with
the late Mr. Hariri Tolou z’l who pledged a substantial amount to
our community during our last term.

SHAARE TOVA: We made a close relationship with the
previous founders of Shaare Tova. After several years of
discussions between past Central Board members and Shaare
Tova, we came up with the compromise to create a new entity to
hold the assets of Shaare Tova (with its members being
comprised of founders of Shaare Tova, UMJCA past presidents
and representatives, and from other leaders of the community) in
order to review and see options for us on how to handle this
property and protect our $7.0M asset now that only very few
community members remain in the area.

Please note that all the areas outlined above were only made
possible by embracing those who proposed their new ideas to us
and by giving them the empowerment to take charge of their
ideas. In the case that these visionaries needed our support, 1-2
members from our board were there to assist, and/or a
committee would be formed, and/or an account would be opened
for them to function.

To achieve all the above, we had to work closely with over
150 individuals as volunteers of our community in different
committees and groups, and we thank them all.

Special thanks to Shaare Shalom Synagogue Board: Moris
Aziz  (Chairman), Amir Kohan (V. Chairman), Daryush
Nowbakht, Bijan Hakimian. Shahram Levian, Mark Karimzadeh,
and Jacob Levian; and to the Young Mashadi Jewish Center
Board: Afshin Bassali, Allen Hakimian (V. Chairman), Mehrdad
Kohanim (Chairman), Mehran Etessami, Brian Hakimian,
Giacomo Hadjibay, and Jonathan Hezghia.

And special thanks to the heads and members of the following
committees: Marriage, Parties, Drugs & Alcohol, Israel &
Zionism, Heritage & History, Jewish Education Scholarship,
Talmud Torah, Shalom Preschool, Finance & Budget, General
Fundraising, Holiday Minyans, Mashadi Youth Committee,
Social Services, Mashadi Media, Public Affairs, Long Term
Planning, Medical Advisory, Communications, Charity and
Angel Fund.
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Ground-Breaking

Exhibit on Iranian Jews

First in History

Behrooz Hakimian (Iranian)

Thursday, October 7%

Within hours of my unusual trip to Israel to personally deliver
close to fifty objects on behalf of the Mashadi community of
New York and the Global Mashadi Jewish Federation to the Beit
Hatfutsot museum in Tel-Aviv, I picked up the phone to say
goodbye to family, friends and relatives, my usual habit.

One of the first people I called was my friend, Bahman
Kamali, who has been amazingly supportive and instrumental in
helping to complete this project. When he answered the phone I
was totally speechless and unable to talk for more than a minute
or so, because I was crying. As I finished saying goodbye to
everyone, [ tried to find a reason for my high-running emotions.
The answer was simple. This is the first time in history that there
has been a museum exhibit about the Jews of Iran, including
Mashadi Jews. This event is highly significant for the Jews of
Iran, who are one of the oldest Jewish communities in the world
and still carry strong ties to their culture and roots. A special
segment within this exhibit will give importance to the Crypto-
Jews (Anusim) of Mashad. This groundbreaking exhibit was
largely made possible by a charitable donation from the Nazarian
family in Los Angeles.

My introduction to this project was by a recommendation
from my brother, Yusef, who was contacted by Beit Hatfutsot.
His encouragement and support have put me on an exciting path
which has deeply impacted my life. What has transpired during
the last several months has allowed me to re-connect and interact
with different aspects of Mashadi life, history and culture,
reminding me of what the community has experienced.
Regardless of the obstacles faced, Mashadis have been resilient
and determined to maintain their culture and heritage. In spite of
pogroms, re-locations, and tragedies we have never lost our sense
of value and care for each other.

Another wonderful aspect of our heritage is the concept of
trust. Families handed over their precious artifacts, such as old
Tefillins, Torah Parshats, Tehillim, books, textiles, siddurs, old
marriage certificates, etc., without demanding a receipt, or giving
any inclination that they would like credit for the item being
exhibited. Everyone offered these special objects in a very
simple, down-to-earth way. Throughout this journey I revisited
many other attributes of the Mashadi community, such as
humility, honesty, and integrity in business. One of the projects
was related to re-editing the list of Mashadis who made
pilgrimage (Haj) to Mecca and Karbelah. In spite of the fact that
these men had made pilgrimage to these holy Muslim sites, still
they raised their children and grandchildren as devout Jews and
never lost their true faith. The path of least resistance would

Twn M1 DY N AvsaTon
Global Mashadi Jewish Federation

www.globalmashadi.com

have been to accept the forced conversion. I had the occasion to
share this fact with a close Muslim friend, who immediately said,
“Bravo, to your community for not changing their true beliefs!”

Upon re-visiting the history of Mashadis in Central Asia, the
Indian sub-continent, Afghanistan, and Russia, I was reminded of
their unique exposure to other cultures by way of commerce and
travel. In all the countries in which they engaged in business,
they were revered for their honesty by their counterparts. Even
in contemporary times I have had business encounters with local
merchants in Pakistan, India and Turkey. After I identified
myself as an Iranian, Mashadi Jew, they showed full trust in
embarking on a business relationship.

Friday, October 8"

From the moment of my arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, I
received VIP treatment, mainly thanks to Geula Goldberg,
Registrar and Director of Permanent Exhibitions and also the
curator, Hagai Segev, along with the special efforts of the entire
staff at Beit Hatfutsot. My first visit to the museum was early
Friday afternoon, when I delivered all the objects. I was given a
brief overview of numerous artifacts to become part of this
amazing display.

Saturday, October 9™

My plan for Saturday morning had already been set. I was to
visit the Mashadi synagogue in North (Zafon) Tel-Aviv. It was a
remarkable experience to be in the presence of Mashadis in Tel-
Aviv, once again feeling the same sincerity, simplicity, and
humble attitude I had felt in New York. I was given the privilege
of speaking to the congregation in Farsi and English to
emphasize the fact that this is the first ever museum exhibit about
the Jews of Iran and numerous aspects of their life, with regards
to music, poetry, art, politics, and religion. Saturday night, I had
the pleasure of being graciously hosted by Hagai and his wife,
Anat.

Sunday, October 10™

Sunday morning I met with Hagai and the museum staff in
order to review the objects I had brought to Israel. One by one,
the items were removed from the special crates they were packed
in and carefully placed in hold bins. I was most impressed by
their genuine interest and devotion to the project. This is a major
undertaking by the museum, requiring tremendous effort,
organization and dedication. My limited experience with
collecting a variety of objects and the challenges involved, made
me appreciate the complexity of the museum’s task. The
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museum had also been provided with professional photographs
of these items, on loan from the Mashadi community of New
York. Ultimately, many of these objects will also be featured in
the museum catalog.

The exhibit will be held in an area of approximately six-

thousand square feet, including two galleries plus an atrium
connecting the galleries. The event launches with the grand
opening on December 30™ (with approximately 800 guests
expected to attend) and will continue for six months.
Sunday evening I had the privilege of meeting with a number of
Mashadi community members in Tel-Aviv, including Yaakov
and Sarit Yakoubi, Reuven and Hilda Nissim, Avraham and Rita
Namdar, and Avi Bezalely, who were equally enthusiastic about
this historic exhibit.

Monday, October 11"

I traveled to Jerusalem in order to visit the Kotel and
specifically, the Bukharim quarters. My brother, Yusef,
generously offered his full day for this meaningful visit. In the
Bukharim quarter, I was interested in visiting two synagogues
founded and sponsored by Hajji Adonia Haroonoff Cohan (aka
Morteza Cohan) and Hajji Yekheskel Leivi (aka Esmail Leivi).
Both Hajjis, upon completing their pilgrimage to Mecca,
ironically ended up being the founders of these two Beit Knessets
in Jerusalem. The third place I visited was Sarakhsia, a
charitable guesthouse for Jewish travelers and newcomers. In
addition to being a second-generation Hajji (son of Haj Din-
Mohammad Rahmani), Hajji Mohammad-Ebrahim Rahmani
sponsored Sarakhsia along with other charitable Jewish
institutions, continuing his father’s tradition of loyalty to their
true faith, Judaism. Seeing these three places reinforced the
argument that it is nearly impossible to change one’s belief, by

Street named in honor of Haji Adonia Haroonoff Cohan

in Jerusalem

force or coercion. At best, this ineffective form of pressure can
last only briefly in the scope of time and history. These three
men exemplified the determination and devotion of Mashadi men
and women to ultimately maintain their true faith.

I’d like to extend my deepest gratitude to the entire staff of
Beit Hatfutsot, including Hagai Segev, Shula Bahat, Geula
Goldberg, Orit Engelberg, Ariella Amar, Smadar Keren, and
Eran Litvin for being dedicated to this project and helping bring
it to fruition.

This trip was made possible by the generous donation of

David Elishaoff to the Global Mashadi Jewish Federation.
My trip to Israel was quantitatively brief; however, highly
rewarding. As a result of my interactions with this wonderful
project, I remembered something historians and sociologists have
said about not being able to effectively move forward, without
drawing and learning from our past. Our society’s biggest
challenge is the fact that we live in a multi-cultural nation and
can easily forget our heritage. By sharing our heritage with our
youth we will give them the opportunity to be able to maintain
their identity. By opening their eyes to our community’s
struggles and past experiences, they can acquire the tools to
move forward more effectively, by keeping their faith and
beliefs, and not yielding to outside pressures.

~y

Light and Shadow: The Story of the Jews of Iran,
opening December 30, 2010

For details, please visit Beit Hatfutsot’s website,

http://www.bh.org.il/

S
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Entrance to Haji Adonia Haroonoff Cohan Beth Knesset

in Jerusalem
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Sheliteh and Shalvar (courtesy of Etessami family) Child Bride Dress (courtesy of Khosrow and Guity Hakimian)

Megillah, Number 97 9 Shevat 5771, January 2011



Mashadi Jewish Center

Shaare Shalom Synagogue Report

Mark Karimzadeh

New Heichals and Bookshelves now Installed

Two new Heichals — one for the youth in the gym minyan,
and one for the youngsters praying in the C floor minyan —
which were specially commissioned for our Synagogue —
are now installed and being fully used. These were made to
replace the previous ones, which were in poor condition.
We are now able to store a greater number of Sifrei
Torah’s. Additional bookshelves have also been added in
both the main sanctuary and the YAM minyan, which now
allow for greater storage and easier access to siddurim and
other prayer books.

Building Renovations

e Following a request by the Village, the “Yellow
House” situated on the far side of the Synagogue
parking lot, has been renovated on the exterior,
with new roofing, doors, windows, and sidings.
The inside of the house has also been emptied and
cleaned. Upon completion of the renovation, we
will also be re-paving and re-leveling the

children’s playground area behind the house, and
placing new children’s toys in the playground. We
would like to thank Mr. Firooz Dilmanian for all of
his work, time and effort on this project.

e The ceiling tiles in the central lobby of the
Synagogue have been completely replaced, making
the lobby a much brighter place. We would like to
thank Mr. Aram Bakhshi for all his time, work, and
effort in coordinating this change of the ceiling
tiles.

e A 12” wide ballast at the right side of the entrance
door to the YAM minyan has been removed. The
new open space allows for the placement of some
additional seats in the ladies section, as well as
allowing for a safer and more open passage for the
ladies to all the areas in that section. We would

like to thank Mr. Robert Mardkha for his work on
completing this renovation.
e We are currently planning to completely resurface

the parking lot with a new black top.
New Seats for Brit Milah
We have received two new large chairs, which are made to
be used as “kisseh shel Eliyahu Hanavi” during the Brit
Milah ceremonies. The high profile chairs make it easier to
hold the baby down in the chair, as is required during a brit
milah ceremony. We thank Mrs. Tamara Zar and Sons for
their generous donation of these chairs to the Shaare
Shalom Synagogue.

Modim Sign

A large and beautiful sign for the words of modim, which
has been carefully designed and elaborately carved on
stone, has been placed inside the main sanctuary. The sign
makes it easy to read the section of modem from any part
of the main sanctuary. We would like to thank Mrs.
Tamara Zar and Sons, and the Kordevani families for their
generous donation of this sign.

Youth Programs

We have added several programs for the youth throughout
the week. We continue to make full use of the gym, with
various classes and activities taking place for all ages,
thanks to the supervision of Mrs. Nazi Gorjian. We have
also added various learning classes for our boys, which
take place during the week, and also on Shabbat mornings,
thanks to the leadership of Mosheh Aziz.

We would like to remind the community of the following:

Car Pooling: We would like to take this opportunity to
remind and encourage people to make their best efforts to
car pool when attending a Didan event in the Synagogue.
This will avoid any problems getting in and out of the
parking lot.
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Winter Hours: Due to the shorter winter hours, there is
very little time left on Shabbat between the morning
services and the afternoon services. Since the Synagogue
has to be cleaned and prepared for the afternoon services,
we urge the whole community to do their best to avoid
littering the floors, and to keep the Kanissa clean when
attending Shabbat services. Please cooperate by disposing
of trash in any one of the several trash bins which are
located throughout the building.

Shiras: If you have a Shira, and are planning to hold a
Shira at the Synagogue, please make sure you notify the
Synagogue in advance of planning to celebrate your Shira.
This will help us properly plan for your Shira on the day
you will be having it.

By the time this issue has reached your hands, a new
Synagogue Board will have been elected and put in place.
All of us on the outgoing Board would like to thank the
whole community for their cooperation and goodwill
throughout our term. We appreciate the help and support of
all of the other community boards, with whom we had a
great relationship throughout our time in office. We would
like to apologize for anything we may have fallen short on,
or missed, but hope that we were able to make the
Synagogue a better place to come to for the whole
community. We wish the new incoming Synagogue Board
much success during their term, and hope that they will
continue to make the Mashadi Jewish Center — Shaare
Shalom Synagogue run even better and stronger than
before.

AWARD WINNING DENTISTS MOVE TO GREAT NECK ~ §

Come visit our new 8000 square foot
State-Of-The-Art dental facility

of reasons to smile!

Great Neck & Mid-Island Dental Associates™ have been blending the art
and science of dentistry for over 35 years. Our award-winning dentists
provide all your dental needs in a relaxed atmosphere, giving you plenty

Our specialties include:

the AACD

Call to schedule your complimentary consultation and
ask about our new patient specials.

*Formerly Bayside Dental Associates

&4 (S
~ —

GRFAT NECK & MID-ISTAND
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

« General Dentistry « Orthodontics » Pediatrics

« Cosmetic Dentistry « Periodontics - Sedation Dentistry
The only destistin Nassau « Implant Dentistry - Evening & Saturday
g accediedby - Elder Care Appointments

611 Northern Bivd. « Ste. 100 « Great Neck, NY
516-708-4019
www.greatneckdentalassociates.com

o~

4

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry
ACCREDITED MEMBER
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Community News

Rodney Hakim

Mashadi Synagogues Visited by Several Prominent

Politicians

Over the months leading up to the recent elections in
November, the Mashadi Jewish Community has had the privilege
of having several high-ranking politicians visit our synagogues
and speak with our congregations. Five of the most prominent of
these politicians were State Senator Craig Johnson, Congressman
Steve Israel, Congressman Gary Ackerman, Dr. James Milano,
and Senator Kristen Gillibrand. The following is a brief
summation of their speeches.

State Senator Craig Johnson visited the Young Mashadi
synagogue in October, discussing his primary objectives as State
Senator of New York. Johnson, who is Jewish and lives nearby
in Port Washington, began by quipping about knowing Great
Neck all too well, as his wife was formerly a Great Neck
resident. When it got down to business, Johnson turned his focus
to what he considers to be two of the most important aspects of
recovering from the economic downturn; lowering property
taxes, and aiding in the creation of more jobs. He also pledged
his support for the Mashadi Jewish community, stressing his
history as a supporter of Israel, and being the first lawmaker in
New York to push for state pension funds to be divested from
companies that do business with Iran.

Congressman Steve Isracl spoke at the Mashadi Jewish
Center in June, and stressed his commitment to pro-Israel
politics, in terms of his long history of helping to secure funding
for Israel defense projects from the U.S. government, including
the recent funding and development of the Iron Dome missile
defense system that has been put into effect in Israel, which will
help defend Israel against missile attacks from its hostile
neighbors. Congressman Israel recently called for the Iranian
President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to be arrested and tried for
incitement of genocide, and introduced legislation condemning
the Iranian government for its brutal handling of human rights
activists. He also discussed how he works across the political
aisle with both Democrats and Republicans to make sure pro-
Israel issues do not get bogged down in partisan politics.

Long-time friend of the Mashadi Jewish community,
Congressman Gary Ackerman, was another guest at the Young
Mashadi synagogue in October, and discussed Israel’s quandary
in dealing with the Palestinians, and the difficulties they face in
the current peace talks. Congressman Ackerman opined that
while Israel has the military edge over the Palestinians, the
Palestinians have the political support of all the Arab nations,
which have become an increasingly influential body in the U.N.
Security Council. Ackerman expressed his fear that if the Arab
countries vote in a bloc to grant international recognition to a
new Palestinian state, then it would lessen Israel’s bargaining
power in the peace talks, and put Isracl in an even more

compromising position. He suggested that there are no easy
answers to the Palestinian problem, and while he is hopeful that
diplomacy will prevail, and that Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
attempts at negotiation will succeed, a military incursion is a
distinct possibility.

The man running against Congressman Ackerman in the race
for New York’s 5th District in the U.S. Congress, Dr. James
Milano, also spoke at the Young Mashadi synagogue in late
October. Dr. Milano, a practicing emergency room physician at
St. Francis Hospital, conveyed his love for both America and
Israel, and expressed his belief in the importance of not only
maintaining a strong bond between the two nations, but making it
stronger than ever before. His passion for bolstering the
American-Israeli relationship makes it no wonder that we won
the endorsement of the group ASFI, Americans for a Safe Israel.

The highest profile politician to appear was Senator Kristen
Gillibrand, who made her first visit to the Mashadi Jewish Center
in October, saying that she knew that the pro-Israel community
had helped give her Hillary Clinton’s former spot in the Senate,
and that she would continue to support us, much as we supported
her. Senator Gillibrand was the first U.S. Senator to stand behind
Israel after the Turkish Flotilla incident that took place this past
summer, and reiterated her commitment to both Israel and to the
Jewish community here in New York.

It is a testament to the growing political clout of our
community that these high-ranking politicians are deeming it
necessary to visit our synagogues during their re-election
campaigns. Each of the five speakers mentioned above, Craig
Johnson, Steve Israel, Gary Ackerman, James Milano, and
Kristen Gillibrand expressed their commitment to helping the
local Jewish communities, and perhaps more importantly, to
supporting pro-Israel politics. Regardless of our individual
political affiliations, whether Democrat or Republican, liberal or
conservative, it behooves us to have our community recognized
and represented in the political arena, and to have our voice and
our support of Israel loudly heard.

Mashadi Jewish History Exhibit at the Beit

Hatfutsot Museum in Israel

On Thursday evening, December 30th, 2010, the Beit
Hatfutsot Diaspora Museum on the campus of Tel Aviv
University will have the grand opening of the much anticipated
exhibit focusing on the Jews of Iran, with a special section of the
exhibit devoted exclusively to the history of the Mashadi Jews.

The exhibition will shed light on a magical community, one
of the first Jewish Diasporas, its unique and rich culture, and its
contributions to the Jewish world throughout the millennia. It
will focus especially on the last 200 years of the life of this
community, which traces its origins to the destruction of the first
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temple 2,700 years ago, and which survived under Islamic rule
for 1,400 years.

The exhibition will be made up of two sections, each
presenting a different perspective and epoch in Iranian Jewish
history. The first section will focus on the historical and cultural
aspects of the Jews of Iran, emphasizing the tensions inherent in
being "a culture within a culture." It will examine the life of the
community within two spheres: segregation and integration,
separation and influence. The second section will deal with the
period from the beginning of the twentieth century until today,
and will explore the changes and challenges that the community
has had to overcome: the dilemmas of modernity and the ups and
downs of Israeli-Iranian relations before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. The contemporary part of the exhibit will feature
oral histories of Iranian—Jewish immigrants and other personal
testimonies.

The exhibit will offer an introduction to the Iranian-Jewish
experience, with themes of history, tradition, culture, and cross-
generational impact, as well as the influence that the
environment, space, and structures of the Iran Jewish community
had on Iranian visual culture, artistry, and style. Additionally,
there will be a focus on the melodies of the Jewish world, as it
relates to poetry, literature, and liturgy found in ancient
manuscripts. There will also be an area pertaining to the Iranian
Jewry’s interactions and conflicts with the Shi’a rulers, and their
difficulties and struggles in preserving a unique identity.

Items on display will include Iranian Jewish ritual objects,
such as wedding vestments, ketubahs, prayer books, personal
artifacts, and photos, much of which have been donated by
members of our community. The exhibit will run in Tel Aviv for
six months, and subsequently travel to museums in London,
Paris, New York, and Los Angeles.

In addition to the grand opening ceremony on December
30th, there will be two full day conferences on Monday, January
3rd and Tuesday, January 4th, 2011. The first of these two
nights will feature a special reception with keynote speaker,
Shaul Mofaz. Other speakers for the two-day conference will
include the Israeli Defense Minister, Ehud Barak, the former
head of Mossad, Efraim Levy, the head of Israeli Intelligence,
General Amos Yadlin, retired General and Air Force Chief, Eitan
Ben Eliahu, professor David Menashri, and Dr. Houman Sarshar.

The Mashadi Jewish community has reserved 50 seats for the
Thursday night grand opening ceremony, and 70 seats for the
two-day  conference. For more information, wvisit
www.globalmashadi.com, or contact Behrooz Hakimian (Iranian)
at (516) 661-5242, or Bahman Kamali at (516) 476-8776.

Hilda Nassimi, Author of The Crypto-Jewish

Mashhadis, at Shaare Shalom

On Saturday morning, August 21st, the Mashadi Jewish
Center had a very special guest on hand, as the author of the new
book, The Crypto- Jewish Mashhadis, Hilda Nassimi, was in
attendance for Shabbat services. Mrs. Nassimi was introduced to
the congregation of the main minyan at the end of shacharit
services by Hooshang Nematzadeh, and gave a brief speech
followed by a question and answer session at the smaller minyan
of Rabbi Ben Haim before mincha services. Mrs. Nassimi, a

history professor at Bar Ilan University in Israel, is originally
from Romania, and is married to one of our community
members, Reuven Nassimi from Israel. She has published
several books and academic articles on crypto-Jewish
communities, with her most recent being this book about the
Mashadi Jewish community. In the book and in her speech, Mrs.
Nassimi discussed the origins of the Mashadi Jewish community,
and mentioned the major events in our communal history,
notably the Allah-dadi pogrom of 1839, which led to our
ancestors’ forcible conversion to Islam, which they feigned
adherence to in public, while secretly maintaining their Jewish
beliefs and traditions in private. She also discussed such things
as the community’s attempts to escape their persecution by
fleeing to nearby regions, the community’s women being the
ones who most steadfastly maintained the religion, and the
community’s ultimate emigration to New York.

Mrs. Nassimi was not the only representative of Bar Ilan
University on hand that Shabbat, as the university’s American
Program Director, Rabbi Brycks, was also in attendance, giving
the community more information about the higher education
program at Bar Ilan, and in particular, the Israel Experience
program, which numerous Mashadi college students attend every
year. For more information about the Israel Experience program,
visit www.israelxp.com.

It was an informative Shabbat with our guests from Bar Ilan
University, and a great illustration of how historically significant
our community’s experiences have been, as well as how
important it is to further our community’s knowledge not only
about its own history, but about higher education and learning
about Israel, as well.

Mashadi Genome Project & Health Fair

On Sunday, November 21st, 2010, in addition to the UMJCA
elections for the Central Board and synagogue boards, two other
very important events were also taking place in the Mashadi
Jewish Center; the Mashadi Genome Project, and the Health Fair.
Each of these was organized by prominent young doctors from
our community, with Dr. Gidon Akler and Dr. John Hakimi
running the Genome Project, and Dr. Daniel Benilevi running the
Health Fair, and with the mutual aim of both events being to
achieve a better standard for health and wellness in the Mashadi
community.

The Mashadi Genome Project, also known as the Jewish
HapMap Genome Project, brought doctors and researchers from
the NYU School of Medicine and the Albert Einstein School of
Medicine to our community, with the goal of comprehensively
mapping the genes of Jewish people, and in particular, the genes
of the Mashadi Jews. Studies of this nature are usually extremely
expensive, costing well over $100,000, but our community was
fortunate enough to have the doctors and researchers provide this
amazing service for us at no cost. Led by Dr. Gidon Akler
(Aghlar) and Dr. John Hakimi, the researchers sought blood
samples from the Mashadi Jewish community that morning, and
with a massive number of donors showing up, they reached their
desired number of 200 blood samples very quickly, and had to
turn away the remaining donors hours earlier than expected.
From these blood samples, the doctors and researchers intend to
get a cross-section of genetic material to represent the larger
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population of Mashadi Jews, and from that, learn about our
genetic predispositions to various diseases, learn how our genes
compare to those of other Jews of Sephardic and Ashkenazi
ancestry, and trace our linecage back to the days of our biblical
ancestors. Once this data is gleaned, there is tremendous
potential for improving the health and increasing the longevity of
our community, as the doctors can determine what illnesses we
are most predisposed to, and as such, create remedies and
therapies to specifically combat those illnesses. Moreover, we
will learn such previously unthinkable things as whether we are
descendants of the Davidic dynasty, what percentage of us are
direct descendants of Aaron HaKohen, whether we come from
the Assyrian or Babylonian exiles, and much more. The data
derived from the blood samples will be coupled with the data
drawn from the Health Survey that was also given to the donors
and volunteers that day, which asked for anonymous medical
information about individuals and their family members, so as to
draw a more complete picture of the ailments and medical
conditions that our community faces. The doctors have the noble
goal of finding new and more informed ways of treating and
preventing cancers, movement disorders, and other illnesses in
our community, with the encouragement to the volunteers that
their participation could contribute to saving the life of one of
their family members, and when you save another Jew’s life, it’s
like you’ve saved the entire world.

The Health Fair held that day had a similarly noble goal, as
Dr. Daniel Benilevi and his team provided free medical services
for the community members, including blood pressure checks,
cholesterol screenings, flu shots, and allergy testing. Moreover,
the community members had the opportunity to sit and talk to the
doctors about their various medical issues and ailments, and have
the freedom to have these discussions at their leisure in a relaxed
environment, without the hindrances of office appointments,
insurance claims, sitting in a waiting room, or having limited
access to a doctor who is hurrying from patient to patient. It was
a warm and inclusive environment in which community members
young and old could sit and commune with the panel of doctors
in a casual atmosphere, and walk away with renewed confidence.

The Mashadi Genome Project and the Health Fair were
wonderful events to run in tandem with the UMICA elections, as
both were designed to improve the health and longevity of our
community members, each in its own way. The Genome Project
looked more to the collection of scientific data drawn from blood
samples and the Health Survey, with the goal of learning more
about our genetic predisposition to various diseases, in order to
find ways to treat and prevent those illnesses, making for a
healthier and longer-living community. The Health Fair was
more immediate in its goals, providing free medical services to
the community members, and a casual environment in which to
sit with the doctors and speak with them in a non-stressed
environment. Both events were extremely important to the
community, for both our short-term and long-term health needs.
We thank Drs. Akler, Hakimi, and Benilevi for the biggest
donations, which were their time, energy, enthusiasm, and love
for their fellow Mashadi Jews.

Operation Rebound: Saluting Israel’s Wounded

Warriors

On Saturday, October 16th, the Mashadi Jewish Center had
some very special visitors in the form of the six Israeli soldiers
who are taking part in Operation Rebound, the rehabilitation
project allowing soldiers who were wounded in war to participate
in competitive sports activities by utilizing the most advanced
technologies of prosthetic care. Organized by the Israel and
Zionism Committee of the Central Board, the visit of the
wounded warriors to the Shaare Shalom synagogue was a truly
inspirational event, with the Israeli soldiers sharing their stories
of how they sustained their injuries, and how they are
overcoming them.

Operation Rebound was brought about by the U.S.
Paralympics Military Division, which invited the six wounded
Israeli warriors to a camp/clinic for rehabilitation through sports,
introducing them to adaptive sports equipment, techniques, and
opportunities not readily available elsewhere. The program helps
them rebuild their lives through this special equipment and
through intensive multi-disciplinary training. Sports
rehabilitation has extensively proven benefits, and helps these
wounded warriors live their lives again without limitations. The
program is sponsored by Tikvot, a non-profit, volunteer-based
organization which rehabilitates Israel’s victims of terror through
sports. Tikvot’s mission is to give these soldiers the hope and
power to restore their self-confidence and dignity, and bring back
their long-lost smiles. The Tikvot program lives up to its
namesake, as its name means “hopes” in Hebrew, and hope is
exactly what is provides to these soldier-athletes, despite the
injuries they sustained.

Hope is precisely what these wounded warriors shared with
us as they related their individual stories. One of the Israeli
soldiers, Ran FEliya, a sergeant in the Paratroopers Brigade, lost
his leg to amputation after being wounded an Israeli operation in
Gaza. Despite his life-altering injury, Sergeant Eliya was
enthusiastic about his work with Operation Rebound, and his
optimism was moving, affecting the Mashadi congregation in
attendance. Another soldier, Itay Erenliv, a captain of the Orev
Paratroopers, an elite unit the Israeli Defense Force, lost both
legs due to a massive roadside bomb that blindsided him and his
unit while they were pursuing terrorists. After the bomb
detonated, Captain Erenliv and his unit were all critically injured,
but he protected them until they were all evacuated first, falling
unconscious only after his unit was finally brought to safety. He
is now back on active duty, and is extremely motivated to be
involved in competitive athletics, particularly running and
biking.

The Mashadi congregation was so thoroughly moved by the
soldiers’ stories, that numerous pledges were made for donations
to Operation Rebound and the Tikvot program, even though no
fund-raising had been planned. The courage and bravery of the
soldiers, even in the face of their devastating injuries, was truly
inspirational, stirring the love and passion of our community for
these wounded warriors. We thank them for visiting our
community, and wish them refoua sheleima and all the best in
their journey from being wounded in the line of duty to being
inspirational warrior-athletes.

Megillah, Number 97

14

Shevat 5771, January 2011



Mazal Tov

Mazal Tov To The New Baby Boys Of...

Yosef David, son of Michael and Vanessa Livi

Zachary Benjamin, son of Jeremy and Jennifer Hakimi

Ezra, son of Michael and Sadie Hakimian

Noabh, son of Shayan and Rebecca Nabavian

Nachman, son of Salim and Emilia Bassalian

Noabh, son of Michael and Laleh Kamali

David Aaron, son of Rami and Ilana Kalatizadeh

Emanuel Ariel, son of Albert and Nazanin Aghlarian

David, son of Ronen and Dalia Ismaili

Efaim Yosef, son of Emil and Dalya Kalatizadeh

Matan, son of Moshe and Anita Azizi

Alexander, son of Ramin and Yael Hakimian

Elay, son of Shmulik and Kathleen Yekutiel (Belgium)

Son of Simon and Gila Livi

Jordan, son of Emanuel and Bella Etessami

Yinon Yosef, son of Efraim and Maya Namdar

Yosef Chaim, son of Alon and Nazila (Enayatian) Rom

(California)

Joseph Aaron, son of Robert and Dorit Bassaly

Nathan, son of Elliot and Blanche Nassim

Liev Julien, son of Avi and Natalie Mazloumi

Tyler David and Cloe Liora, twin son and daughter of
Isaak and Debbie Nassimi

Daniel, son of Kevin and Stacey Gorjian

Anderson Moshe son of Arezou & Mehran Hakimian

Avraham Shmuel, son of Ryan and Bita Leviem

Roey, son of Netanel and Talia Levy

Shai, Son of Ronen and Genia Eitan (Enayatian)

Son of Abe and Tania Rafael

Son of Netanel and Stephanie Ben Haim

Son of Rabbi Yonathan (Payam) and Jessica Hakimian

Mazal Tov To The New Baby Girls Of...

Rivka Suri, daughter of Avi and Sara Levian

Ayelet, daughter of Tony and Michelle Yaghoubi
Sara, daughter of Michael and Dora Hakimi

Sienna, daughter of Nader and Sanam Kashanian
Elisheva Chana, daughter of Doron and Dalia Levy
Abigail Zilpa, daughter of Rodney and Shirin Rahmani
Chana, daughter Adam and Eva Liviem

Hannah, daughter of Doron and Debbie Hakimian
Daughter of Hadi and Rosa Namdar

Chana, daughter of Benzi and Nicole Siouni

Michal, daughter of Mehran and Candice Enayatian
Joelle Dina, daughter of Mehrdad and Sarit Ebrani
Ariella Sara, daughter of Gai and Barbie Gohari
Riley Hanna, daughter of Niki and Nadine Hakimian
Joelle Irit, daughter of Jonathan and Brenda Loloi
Naomi Esther, daughter of Roni and Ayala Siouni
Rivka, daughter of Michael and Ellena Khojahiny

Bar-Mitzvahs

Ilan, son of Mehran and Mojdeh Bassali
Elliot, son of Shahriar and Ladan Hakimian
Adam, son of Danny and Elena Lavian
David, son of Samuel and Dalia Lolai

Ariel, son of Bijan and Nathalie Hakimi
Ariel, son of Haim and Sepideh Hazan
Jacob, son of Mehran and Monica Hakimi
Daniel, son of Avi and Perla Nitzani
Brandon, son of Nace and Penina Moghadam

Engagements

Mehrdad Khordipour and Esther (Hadavian) Moheban
Elan Hakimian and Carly Hakimi

Ben Koren and Karen Karmely

Alex Hagiage and Melissa Dil

Sammy Ghassabian and Polina Hakimi

Byron Hakimi and Jaime Namdar

Elliot Livian and Ahuva Levy

Itamar Hakakian and Linda Hakim

Ronen Khordipour and Rebecca Behrouz

Marriages

Steven and Michele Kamali

Moez and Dina (Mardkhai) Yousian
Payam and Justina Hezghia
Harvey and Yasmin (Zar) Block
Nikolas and Carol (Levian) Pocard
David and Monika Kelaty

Oliver and Natalie Etessami
Ramin and Judith Kamali

Daniel and Chantal Nassimi
Jeremy and Raquel Nikfarjam

Lee and Charlene Dilmanian

Neal and Diana Hakimi

Jordan and Joyce Karmily

Doni Sians and Elisheva Roubeni

For future issues of Megillah, those parents who would like
their newborn’s name to be published, please e-mail your full
name and your child’s first, middle and/or Hebrew names to
MYCNY@aol.com.

Pictures

Left page, clockwise from top left: Ramin and Judith Kamali,
Lee and Charlene Dilmanian, Payam and Justina Hezghia, Neal
and Diana Hakimi, Steven and Michele Kamali

Right page, clockwise from top left: Jeremy and Raquel
Nikfarjam, Rodney and Samantha Nassimi, Daniel and Chantal
Nassimi, Oliver and Natalie Etessami, Jordan and Joyce
Karmily, Stephanie Taboh and Moshe Mashiach
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It’s Your Turn

Eddie LeVian

Background

“We should adopt a slate system...” was a mantra that was
being heard over and over again. ‘“No one is going to run in an
election any more,” said the detractors of the electoral system of
running our beloved UMJCA. “The system needs to be changed.
We cannot continue begging people to run and then only give
them 16 names to choose 15 people from.” The conventional
wisdom in the Mashadi community seemed to be leaning towards
a need to uproot the democratic process and replace it with an
appointment system.

Many of us felt that everything that we had worked for in the
last 15 years to get away from one man rule was about to be lost.
Those of us who have worked in the American Jewish Day
school system, where there is a slate system for appointing new
boards, were especially sad to see so many people talk against
our own very democratic system.  With the Chairman of the
previous Supervisory Council’s passing, and another member
fighting for her life and two others unavailable, the council was
left with only some of its technical team. Even when the Central
Board chose a new group, most of them declined, as if to say that
they too felt that the system needed to be changed. Little did
they know that the change needed was in the old way things were
done, a change in attitude, a change in believing in our future and
fighting for it.

2010 — 2013 Supervisory Council is Born

Several of us volunteered our names to the Central Board for
consideration for the new Supervisory Council. We were
worried about the direction the elections had taken and wanted to
do something about it. As it turned out, the Central Board
decided to give the job to Mansour Karimzadeh, Linda Kamali,
Ramin Aziz and Eddie LeVian, along with three of its own
outgoing members, Behnam Hakimian (Iranian), Cathy Banilivy
and Ramin Gorjian. At first we were wondering why so many
Central Board members were being assigned to the team. But as
soon as we had our first meeting we realized that we had a
chemistry that made us a team. All of us except Ramin Aziz had
served on a previous Central Board together and worked well
with each other. Ramin was crucial in the team, having served
on past Supervisory Councils and holding the communications
reigns of the community in his hands.  The past technical team
members of Farshad Rahmanan and Mickey Karimzadeh offered
to serve ex-officio as technical support. We also talked to past
Central Board, Synagogue Board and Supervisory Council
members for advice. For example, Mr. Fred Hakim advised that
the only way to have a lot of qualified people compete in
elections was to honor those who have served in the past and
those who step forward.

We decided early on to adopt a policy of openness and
transparency. We also realized the value of good
communications, both within our board and to the community.
The first thing we did was set up our communications tools. We

had to come into the 21st century. We set up a Blackberry BBM
group called Supervisors so we could instantly chat as a group
without notice, along with an email group called
Supervisorycouncil@googlegroups.com, so we could review
documents, lists, and be contacted by the community members.
We also set up a fax number that would instantaneously get
emailed to all of us, so that any nomination forms, acceptance
forms or absentee ballots faxed to us would instantly appear on
our emails and Blackberries.

Our first meeting was nice in that a few stakes were put in the
ground that directed us for the next three months. First of all, we
agreed that on any decision if four or more Supervisors vote a
certain way, the others would agree to follow that direction, even
if they did not agree. We also agreed that important decisions
would need the support of at least four Supervisors, even if the
meeting had less than seven members attending.

First Steps

We started to make forms, email blasts and speeches asking
community members to nominate people they thought would fit
each of the boards. We were tasked to set up elections for the
Central Board, the MJC / Shaare Shalom Synagogue Board, the
YMIJC Board, the Shaare Tova Board and the Shira Chadasha /
Shaare Rachamim Board and for holding a referendum to
approve the newly drafted YMJC Board bylaws.

Our first meeting also exposed some tension in the group
between the ways thing had been done in the past and the new
ways that we wanted to do things. Every time an old member of
the Supervisory Council would say “in the past, this is how we
have always done it,” the new members would come back and
say “maybe that is why we had trouble in the past and we should
think out of the box and consider new way.” We made a few
rules. We would only accept written nominations. If someone
approached us in the Synagogue with a suggested name we
would advise them that we cannot add them to the list unless they
nominated them in writing. We promised to write each nominee
a letter and formally inform them that they had been nominated.
We also promised that each nominee given to us in writing
would be contacted in person or by phone by at least two
separate members of the Supervisory Council to be sure that they
were given every chance to accept.

We also realized that the Central Board’s decision making
process needed the view of women and decided to make an extra
effort to recruit women to run. We had an uphill battle because
the bylaws of the UMJCA currently limit the number of women
who can be in the board at one time to only 3.  We had five
Supervisors who volunteered to speak in the various minyans,
including our women — a first.

Marketing Campaign
Just as we were about to begin our marketing campaign, one
of our Supervisors came up with an amazing slogan that stole
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everyone’s heart: [7’S YOUR TURN! Banners were made for
both Synagogues and the message was clear. The old boards
were leaving and it was time for capable new members to step
forward. We could all feel the energy that was being unleashed
with our new mantra! Three simple words that said it all.

We knew we had to communicate regularly with the
community and energize them we also knew that we had to
dispel some old notions that were keeping people away. We
also knew that we had to give honor to those who were serving
us. That proved especially difficult as the outgoing board had
many humble members, never wanting to take the spotlight and
rarely speaking to the public. So we decided that in our
speeches, we would need to explain their accomplishments
including the millions of dollars that were paid down on the 130
loan and the hundreds of thousands of dollars that the annual
operating expenses had been brought down. We talked about
their success in getting the largest single donation ever in the
history of our community and the millions in interest free loans
they secured. We discussed their successes in social issues such
as promoting marriages and turning around the stubborn
downward trends, and in paring the excess parties by setting
guidelines. But when we wanted to recognize them they
refused. In fact, our plans to give plaques to the outgoing
Central Board members in the Synagogue were nixed by the CB
members on the Supervisory Council.

All speeches were accompanied by written communications
and email blasts so that the message would have a better chance
of getting out. We praised the outgoing board and showed how
much stronger we are financially today.  We also clarified the
minimum amount of time needed to serve on the boards. Things
were different now than when we were building a community
center. We expressed the need for women to get involved. We
not only expressed that it is everyone’s duty at one point in their
life to give back to the community, but also pointed out how
gratifying it was to serve.

Nominations

Nominations started to come in, we started having meetings
to assign each of them to two different Supervisors. It was hard
because some of the nominees were not known to any of us. We
didn’t just want to call people but we wanted to sign them on.
We started to maintain a list that eventually grew to almost 400
names. That meant that each of us had to make at least 120
contacts and phone calls. Many of the nominees had a lot of
questions and it took time to talk to each one and answer their
questions. The Synagogues and community events became our
recruiting centers to talk to people. One of the groundbreaking
decisions we made about the nominations was to make them
public by publishing the nominated lists before the deadline both
in the Synagogues and online and by email blasts. This strategy
formalized the nominations to the community and elevated the
status of the nominees as official. Another move that was new to
the Supervisory Council was that we sent personalized official
letters to all nominees informing them that they had been
nominated by community members and listing the boards for
which they had been nominated. We continued to write letters
to the nominees during the process, eventually sending as many
as four personalized letters to each nominee.

At first, we had decided that we would keep secret the
internal information about who had been nominated and who had

accepted, as we were concerned about getting manipulated from
outside.  As time went on we realized that we were talking
anyway and totally reversed ourselves and decided that if
someone asked us about any particular candidate’s acceptance,
we would be allowed to share that information. Transparency
and openness became our mantra.

Acceptances

Our first acceptance was Mr. Hertzl Cohanpour. But after
that it was an uphill battle. We found that of the nine eligible
members of the current Central Board, only three were planning
to run again. On the Synagogue Board, we only had one current
board member who had expressed an interest to run, and for the
YMIJC none of the current board members were accepting. We
quickly realized that we weren’t going to build this new house on
its old foundations and had to find beautiful new bricks to build
with and then hope that the old foundation would fall into place.
But how?

We decided to run a series of three mock Central Board
meetings to invite the candidates. At first we wanted to group
them in ways that we thought would be compatible, but then we
thought that would cry of discrimination and cliques so we
decided to send an open letter to all of the Central Board
nominees and invite them to attend any one of three planned
meetings. [t was to be a meeting to discuss what each attendee
saw as issues facing our community and what they thought
should be done about it. When only two people showed for our
first meeting, we started to question our wisdom, but by the
second time around we got 30 nominees; by the time the meeting
was over we had signatures to run from seven of them. We were
well on our way of building our list of candidates. =~ The mock
meetings were especially interesting as they gave us a window
into the candidates and gave them a sense of what type of people
they would be working with. It was like a group interview. As
it turned out, 16 of the 24 candidates that ran for the Central
Board and two of the 11 candidates that ran for the Shaare
Shalom board ended up being part of the mock Central Board
meeting that was held. Interestingly, nine of the newly elected
Central Board members were in that mock meeting and both of
the Shaare Shalom participants also got elected.

Our goal all along was to have around twice as many people
running for any board as the size of that board. This meant that
with 15 members for Central Board and Shaare Tova and seven,
nine and 11 members for the Synagogue Boards, we needed to
recruit over 100 people as candidates. Our goal was also to
make sure that not only did we get the quantity of people
running, but that we would offer highly qualified candidates for
office that would have the support of the community. That
meant that we had to nominate people ourselves as well,
targeting businessmen, lawyers and people with strong networks
as well as old-timers.

Then, with only three days left to close the nominations and
announce our candidates, we were hit with a number challenges,
including two resignations. The first was Linda Kamali, who
seeing that not enough women had stepped forward to run for
Central Board resigned from the Supervisory Council and
announced her candidacy for the Central Board. = Then, within
minutes of this, Ramin Aziz also resigned for personal reasons.
Our first step was to get the bylaws committee of the UMJICA to
rule on whether we were allowed to accept Linda’s resignation
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and candidacy. Time was tight so we asked for an emergency
ruling which came back unanimously favorable. Then we voted
on the SC to accept her resignation and candidacy and that also
came back unanimous with one abstention.  Filling Ramin’s
shoes just days before our deadline was especially hard on us, as
he was responsible for all of our communications and held our
files on acceptances and was out of touch for a couple of days.
Somehow we managed and when the going got tough we got
even tougher.

At this point we realized that our youth h been left without a
voice. There were only six candidates for the YMJC board
election and no one from YMJC running for the Central Board.
There were also 70 names on Ramin’s list that needed to be
contacted by the others on top of their own lists. We went into
emergency mode. A full day of phone calls was followed up by
an impassioned three minute appeal to the main sanctuary of the
YMIJC informing them that they were not represented in the
community election. The youth responded dramatically and
within 48 hours we closed the list with 19 candidates for the
YMIC, 11 candidates for the Shaare Shalom and four members
of YMIJC running for the Central Board. The Central Board
ended up with 24 candidates and the Shaare Tova with 19
candidates. We had an unbelievable 74 candidates not counting
the Shaare Rachamim.

At this point, the Shaare Rachamim board had 13 confirmed
candidates for 11 positions when the Central Board wrote a letter
to us that the bank had alleged that the Shira Chadasha is part of
the UMJCA and that supervising their election this time might
get misconstrued and may complicate negotiations of their loan.
After studying their bylaws it became clear that their elections
were supposed to take place in January anyway and that their
board could extend it for another 60 days if necessary. As such
the Supervisory Council felt it had no choice and wrote the
Shaare Rachamim board informing them that we would not be
able to supervise their election and asking that they postpone
their elections. As it turned out they ended up running their own
election a week after ours with nine candidates for an 11 member
board.

Promoting the Candidates

Now with two weeks left to the election it was time to
promote our most precious asset, our candidates. We recognized
that often in the past, people have been confused about the
candidate’s names not recognizing them. People had a thirst for
knowing their candidates and their positions on the issues. We
decided to use the next two Shabbats to introduce the Synagogue
Board outgoing members and incoming candidates to each
respective Synagogue and devote the candidate’s night to
introducing the Central Board members to the community, giving
them a chance to speak if they wish. Each Shabbat we called up
Central Board members and Synagogue Board members and
gave them standing ovations, and then introduced the candidates
of the respective Synagogues to the congregants. At the same
time, we were feverishly amassing biographies and photos for the
74 candidates we had achieved. Losing our technical support
from Mr. Aziz had handicapped us until we were saved by a
young man named Daniel Nabavian who set up Mashadi.org and
marvelously worked day and night to put together the layouts and
artwork of the colorful, picture rich brochures that we handed out
in the Synagogues describing the candidates in their own words
while putting their bios and pictures on line. We put all of the

candidates’ photos also in color on both covers of the brochure
and made it look like a face book. People loved the brochure,
especially the color pictures on the cover and kept looking at it
and reading it. By Election Day we had printed four editions of
the candidate’s brochure totaling over 1000 copies and the link
on Mashadi.info with the candidates’ pictures and bios became
the most popular link in the history of our community, by far
surpassing the previous record holder which was the link to the
Shiras. We had succeeded in creating a buzz for the election
where everyone was excited about it and everyone was talking
about it. The mere fact that we had a record number of
candidates ensured that we would have a record turnout.

Pre-Election Preparations

There were other housekeeping matters to deal with. One
was that the new proposed bylaws for the Young Mashadi Jewish
Center’s Board called for expanding their board to nine
members. The question was whether we would hold the election
based on seven members with a minimum of five candidates or
based on nine with a minimum of six. Once again we turned the
matter to the bylaws committee who had to hold a virtual
meeting with members in different parts of the world. They
concluded that the vote for the referendum on the bylaws should
be counted first and if approved then the top nine candidates
would become board members. But the minimum vote would
remain at five.

With Election Day approaching we wanted to expand the
opportunity to vote on computers and bought eight additional
computers to have a total of 12 computer stations. We also
asked our programmer to put the candidates’ pictures into the
computer ballots so that people would be able to see who they
are voting for. We were assured that the computer program had
worked well for many elections and with such a short time could
not be tested further.

Election Day

At this point, our goal shifted to ensuring maximum
attendance on Election Day. Our mantra changed to “BE A
PART OF IT”. Dr. Danny Banilivy had agreed to coordinate a
health fair for the community and Gideon Aklar, with the support
of Bahman Kamali had convinced the NYU medical school to
also do a genome map of our community, hoping to eventually
extend our community’s life span by 10 years. The challenge
was how to fit all three events, along with the Sunday minyans
and the Sunday basketball groups all at the same time. Some
creative organization of the space allowed the election to take
place in the main sanctuary while the genome project and health
fair took place in the social hall. The entrance to the election
was also in the social hall exposing all community members to
all events. Voters would get checked in by volunteers at tables
set up with books of the Mashadi community members and sign
in to ensure that they only vote once. These volunteers included
Mrs Linda Banilivy, Mrs Ruthy BenDavid, Mrs Maria
Djamshidof, Mrs Helen Ghassabian, Mrs Vilote Hajibay, Mrs.
Dalia Hakimian, Mrs.Esther Hakimian, Mrs Nancy Hakimian,
Mrs. Dina Hakimian Khordi, Mrs Mitra Hezghia, Mrs Helen
Ghassabian, Mrs Mitra Hezghia, Mrs Violet Hajibay, Mrs
Khandan Kalaty, Mrs. Sima Khorsandy and Mrs. Mahtab
Kohanim. They would then take bar codes given to them to
exchange for ballots and clipboards and pens from Supervisors at
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the back entrance of the main sanctuary. They could then
choose to sit anywhere in the sanctuary to vote. Once done, they
would deposit the ballots in five color coded sealed and tamper
proof ballot boxes (prepared painstakingly by one of the
Supervisors) for the five elections (Referendum, Central Board,
Shaare Shalom, YMJC and Shaare Tova). Mr Albert Kalatizadeh
had also volunteered to help during the election day.

With large donations of food and money from Shop Delight
and Valley National Bank, we were able to serve food all day
long from breakfast to dinner. And in order to maximize the
opportunity to vote in Great Neck, we had the voting start at 9:30
AM and ran it all the way to 6:30 PM and accommodated the
Kew Gardens crowd by having one member of the Supervisory
Council present there for 3 hours with absentee ballots from 8:30
— 11 AM, while at the same time offering free roundtrip shuttle
buses from 11 AM — 6:30 PM between Shaare Tova and Shaare
Shalom.

Finally, we decided to use the opportunity of having a big
turn out to gather email addresses, cell phone numbers and BBM
pins for community members in order to set up a database that
would be owned by the Central Board and that could be used to
instantly deliver new to community members who opted in to
receive future announcements of births, deaths, engagements,
election news or community announcements. The Supervisory
Council felt that integrating this information into the community
database will strengthen future Central Board and Synagogue
Boards’ ability to communicate to their constituents. At the
moment, news is delivered once a week to email addresses that
are privately held, in cooperation with the Central Board’s
communications committee.

Counting the Votes

Wow! What an amazing day it turned out to be. Due to an
unprecedented turnout, 1642 Mashadis over 18 years of age,
residing in the US signed the election book of which 1630 men
and women voted. Of these 183 were electronic votes and the
balance were paper ballots. 48 of the ballots had to be
invalidated due to too many or too few votes and 1,582 votes
were accepted for the Central Board.

The Supervisory Council members along with a group of
volunteers we had chosen to help stayed up all night after the
election to count the ballots.  Volunteers in the first night
included Yossi Namdar, Farshad Rahmanan, Mickey
Karimzadeh, Mehran Etessami, Farshad Kalaty, Massoud
Banilevy and Farshad Namdar. At that point we could only
count the referendum, the Central Board election and the Shaare
Tova election and posted those results to the community. We
also counted the Shaare Shalom election but did not finalize it
and decided to post it along with the YMJC. At that point we
sealed the ballots and had two respected members of the
community who were in the sanctuary for Shacharit sign the
sealed boxes and locked them in the office till the evening. We
returned the next evening at 6:00PM and again worked till
1:00AM along with another group of volunteers including Yossi
Namdar, Farshad Rahmanan, Mickey Karimzadeh and Babak
Kamali to count the YMJC and finalize the Shaare Shalom
election results and post all of the results on www.Mashadi.org.
It should be noted that all votes were counted twice by different
Supervisors and their independent counts were verified by two
different Supervisors and entered into a spreadsheet while

watched by another Supervisor.

While absentee ballots accounted for less than 10% of the
ballots, they were especially time-consuming as each had to be
checked by two people against the election signature books to
ensure that those voters were Mashadi and that they did not vote
twice. Once certified, absentee ballots were counted and added
to their respective counts. Computer votes resulted in printouts
that were also deposited by Supervisors into the ballot boxes.
Computer votes of the last place elected member and first
alternate were counted manually and compared to the computer
vote to ensure accuracy. In one case where a candidate was an
immediate family member of a Supervisor, her computer ballots
were also double checked. All of this double checking allows
the Supervisory Council to certify the results of the election as
announced.

The YMIC referendum enjoyed 1,482 votes (600 were
required) with 1,242 persons (83.8%) voting to approve the new
bylaws and 198 (13.4%) voting to reject it. 42 voters (2.8%)
abstained by casting blank ballots.

We even invited some our friends who are village officials to
come and see the turnout we had. It was very inspiring to see
that our internal elections brought out more voters than come out
for all of the various village elections in the Great Neck
Peninsula combined.

Transition Meeting

On Monday November 29th a meeting was organized by the
Supervisory Council that included all the old boards’ and the
newly elected boards’ members. This is held soon after each
election for the old boards to transfer their responsibilities to the
new incoming board members.

In this meeting, the old and new board members of Central
Board, Shaare Shalom, YMJC and Shaare Tova were present.
After the general meeting, each of the boards had private
meetings between their outgoing and the incoming members.

Conclusion

The Mashadi community should be very proud of this historic
election. Not only were there a wealth of candidates stepping
forward but the quality of the candidates offering to serve the
community is top notch. And the community showed its support
for our systems by being a part of it and voting. We estimate
that close to 60% of all eligible Mashadi voters turned out in this
election.

The Supervisory Council wanted to make sure that those
candidates who become reserve members will still do what they
set out to do by serving the community. As such, before the
election we solicited the committee preferences of all candidates
and have that information documented. We will be presenting
that information to the newly elected Central Board and
Synagogue Boards during the transitional meeting that will take
place this week. We urge the new incoming boards to ensure
that those candidates who were not elected are assured a position
within the committees for which they volunteered. It is your
turn to make sure that everyone who stepped forward is a part of
1it.
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UMJCA Election 2010 Results

Mansour Karimzadeh

Community elections took place on November 21, 2010, as o Aghalarian, Albert 215
required by the Community By-Laws. Elections were held for .
the Central Board, the Shaare Shalom Synagogue Board and a 3. Hazan, Haim 210
Referendum to approve the Young Mashadi Jewish Center By- 4. Kalatizadeh, Sol 150
Laws. The results of the elections are as follows:

Central Board Young Mashadi Jewish Center

Ruth Kamali 1,131 The members of the 2010 Young Mashadi Jewish Center
Hertzl Cohanpour 1,040 board are as follows:

Bijan Hakimian (Mortezazadeh) (tie) 948

David Hezghia (tie) 948 Hezghia Jonathan 462

Linda Kamali 924 Kalaty, Kamran 461

Shmu_el LiVi?n 921 Bassali, Afshin 443

EZ?nTLmK':\g;;Oﬁ g;(g) Hakimian, Brian 437

Khosrow Hakimian (Mohamadalizadeh) 871 Kashl’ Eli 409

Mehran Bassaly 836 Levian, Andy 339

Houshang Nematzadeh 823 Hakimian, Allen 323

Behnam Hakimi (Safioff) 813 Aziz, Farid 290

Mojdeh Karimzadeh 787 Namdar, Kourosh 266

Mehran Hakimian (Mohamadalizadeh) 775

Shmuel Koren 769 The alternate members of 2010 Young Mashadi Jewish

Center board are as follows:
Per the UMJCA bylaws, the 5 alternate members of the

2010 Central Board election 1. Rafinia, Micah 263
2. Mayer, Michael 249
1. Uri Ben Yehuda 730 3. Roubini, Davide* 229
2. Behnam (Benny) Carmili 592 4. Ezrahian. Jack* 219%
3. Lida Nemati 551 o
4. Sammy Namdar 532 Z Eol}(l'an,. /?\jllzlik é(l)é
5. Michael Cohen 494 - —Axinn, Mika
7. Nitzani, Yonathan 207
. . 8. Hakimian, Levid 187
Mashadi Jewish Center, Shaare Shalom 9. Hakimian, Martin 182
10. Ghassabian, Simon 166

The 2010 elected members of the Mashadi Jewish Center /
Shaare Shalom Synagogue Board are as follows:

Shaare Tova Synagogue

Kordvani, David 532

Karimzadeh, Mark 479 For the election of the 2010 Shaare Tova Board there were

Hezghia, David 403 a total of 129 accepted ballots cast and the following

Levian, Shahram 377 members and alternates were elected.

Bassalely (Elishaoff), David 366

Ben Haim, Besalel (tie) 299 Hematian Fatollah 122

Nowbakht, Daryush (tie) 299 Ebrani Louis 119
Etessami Abdolrahim 116

The reserve members Banilevi Mikel 109

1. Ebrani, Marion 255 Hakimian Behrouz (tie) 107
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Nassimi Mouris (tie) 107

Hajibay Amir (tie) 106 Ql?ﬁ? < Qﬁj) C,."rg jiéb

Levy Gideon (tie) 106

Kamali Simone (tie) 105 ROBERT BICHOUPAN, PC
Liviem Shahrokh (tie) 105 Attornevs at Law
Davoodzadeh Robert 103 Robert Bichoupan, Esq.
Nassimi Mehdi 98 Carolyn Bichoupan, Esq.

Nassimi Daniel (tie) 94
Zabih Ezatollah (tie) 94 &E
91

Liviem Faramarz

Alternates e Wills and Trusts b Cwog s
1. Hakimian Bahram 83 e Closings Ok £ 57
2. Zar Jamshid 81
i b oMo

3. Namdar Jacob 67  Commercial 53
4. Enayatian Behrouz 54 « Contracts 3181 5 ppubiis
Referendum of the YMJC bylaws « Leases PR
The final audited vote for the YMJC bylaws are as follows: o e 5w d

y  Evictions olew Sl o o
Total votes cast for the .
referendum 1,482 votes o Corporate Sobw Feda> s9ked
YES VOTES - In favor of approving of the bylaws ° Family & olgils Haal
1,242 votes 83.8%

38

NO VOTES - In favor of rejecting the bylaws « Property Tax w25 fi)
198 votes 13.4% Reduction J e ol
ABSTAIN e 1031 Exchanges 'V <3l g
42 votes 2.8%

Tel: (516) 482-1186
The 2010 YMJC Board by laws are Fax: (516) 482-7614

approved by an overwhelming
majority of the votes cast. Therefore,
as per the ruling of the UMJCA By-

Laws committee, the top 9 candidates Over 18 Years Experience
of the YMJC election will take office.
il flo 19 51 Liws b

Free Initial Consultation
K1y Adal 0 y9lie
Supervisory Council ORI 49 ead
M Kari deh, Beh Hakimian, Cathy Banilivy,
ansour Karimzade ennam akKimian a y anli Ivy Greaz‘ Neck

Ramin Gorjian & Eddie Levian
175 East Shore Road,
Great Neck, NY 11023

Robert@Bichoupan.com
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Community Bat and Bar Mitzvah

Ruth Kamali

Bar-Mitzvah Report

This year, the community Bar Mitzvah Ceremony took place
on August 15, 2010 at Shaare Shalom Synagogue with the
participation of 23 boys and their families. The boys gathered in
this symbolic ceremony where they put their on their Tefillin
together. They all received a Siddur and were blessed by the four
rabbis of the community and their fathers. A light dairy brunch
was served. Boys and their families enjoyed this memorable
group experience. We hope this beautiful tradition of our
community will continue for years to come.

Bat-Mitzvah Report

Registration for our community Bat Mitzvah began in
January 2010 and twenty four girls participated. The girls
attended a series of classes with Mrs. Coty Bitton and
experienced challah baking with their Mothers before Yom
Kippur. As a chessed project, the Bat Mitzvah girls visited a
group of Mashadi residents at High field Gardens nursing home
and learned the joys of giving and bringing happiness to others as
they performed an array of songs and dances for the elderly.

The following are comments from the Bat Mitzvah Jaamati
participants:

My best Bat Mitzvah experience was at
the party. After the girls sang our songs
and said our lines all [of them] went on
the stage and started dancing. I had so
much fun and I loved dancing with all
my friends.

A day before their party, on Saturday October 9th, the
families had their Community Bat Mitzvah Shira, at Shaare
Shalom Synagogue. All participants received a Tehilim book
and their Mothers passed their trays of cookies and sweets with
joy and pride.

This year’s party took place on Sunday, October 10, 2010 in
the beautiful Huntington Hilton Ballroom. Over 650 guests
attended and joyfully celebrated the evening while dancing the
night away with the girls and their families. At the beginning of
the night, the Bat Mitzvah girls sang three Hebrew songs and
received blessings from the Community Rabbis. They performed
a beautiful dance which they spent a series of sessions learning
together. All Bat Mitzvah girls received a set of Shabbat candle
holders as a gift. Senator Craig Johnson, who attended the party
that night, presented all the girls with a certificate. Families were
happy with the success of this year’s party as it was particularly
well organized. The girls were able to build strong bonds and
create friendships with each other which will hopefully last a
lifetime.

Other than making me more mature and
responsible my Bat Mitzvah Jamaati has given me
so many wonderful experiences. The dancing, tie-
dying and the party itself were just the tip of the
iceberg. The highlight was our chessed project.
We went to visit the elder Mashadis in the rehab.

We danced, sang and talked to them in Persian. I
saw joy fill their eyes and also my heart. I felt so
proud and happy knowing I was doing this
mitzvah.

-Valentina Ghalandar

- Shaina Arjang

My favorite memory of my
Jamaati experience was going
to the old age home. It was a

Thank you to the Bat Mitzvah committee for all your efforts. Bat
Mitzvah 10/10/10 was an unforgettable evening for our family
especially our daughter Nicole. She will cherish these memories
with her friends for years to come. Please try to continue this
beautiful tradition for the next generation of girls to come.

- Jefferey & Dalia Mordekai and Family

fun time and I knew that by

doing a simple mitzvah it made
some peoples day! Another
memory that I will never forget
was our challah baking! I had a
great time making the challah
and enjoyed eating it on
Shabbat.

- Naomi Nikfarjam

The Bat Mitzvah Jamaati was an incredible and memorable
experience!
worth it, because it made that night very special! The fact that I
could share such a special time in our life with my friends made it
even better! The night of the party was definitely my favorite part of

The previous months of preparations were all well

the whole experience! All of us had an amazing time! I really want
to thank everyone who made this night possible for us!

- Levana Elisheva Livieim
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Community News

Rodney Hakim

President Bill Clinton and
Congressman Steve Israel at the Sharf Residence

On Tuesday morning, October 12", a fundraiser took place at
the home of Soheila and Mansour Sharf for the re-election
campaign of Congressman Steve Israel, with the guest of honor
being former President Bill Clinton. Congressman Israel and
President Clinton spoke with the Persian Jews in attendance of
this invite-only event, discussing everything from the sluggish
economy to the relationships between the U.S., Iran, and Israel,
and even making mention of President Clinton’s new Jewish son-
in-law.

The event was hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Sharf, along with
Arezou and Mehran Hakimian, who, according to Soheila,
inspired her interest in pro-Israel politics after convincing her to
attend the AIPAC conference in Washington D.C. several
months ago.

The event was limited to a maximum of 50 guests in
accordance with the speakers’ security requirements. In
preparing for the event, Mrs. Sharf contacted Lederman Catering
to provide the food and Metro Florist to provide the flowers, and
says that they were both extremely generous with what they
provided for her fund-raiser, filling her home with delectable
edibles and fragrant flowers for the morning’s proceedings.

The first speaker at the event was Congressman Steve Israel
(Democrat, New York), for whose re-election campaign the
fund-raiser was being held. Congressman Israel is in his fifth
term, which started in 2001, representing New York’s ond
Congressional District, encompassing several Long Island
communities straddling the border of Nassau and Suffolk
Counties. He is a member of several Congressional committees,
including the House Appropriations Committee and the State and
Foreign Operations Appropriations Committee, where he has
consistently shown his commitment to pro-Israel issues.
Working across the political aisle with Congressman Mark Kirk

(Republican, Illinois), who took over President Obama’s former
seat, they pushed beyond the $3 billion that the Appropriations
Committee provided for Israel funding, securing an additional
$200 million of federal funding for defensive measures in Israel,
including the Iron Dome and David’s Sling missile-defense
systems, which were installed for Israel with the assistance of the
U.S. military. He has also worked actively to help enhance the
security of the border between Israel and Egypt, in the form of
the monitoring and closing of smuggling tunnels between Egypt
and Gaza.

Mona Sharf introducing Present Clinton

After discussing his political background and positions, and
proving his passionate support for the State of Israel, the
Congressman made a poignant comment, discussing his
grandparents’ emigration to the U.S., which was and is a land of
opportunity. Congressman Israel’s grandparents came to the
U.S. from Russia, and never in their wildest dreams thought that
their progeny would go on to become a high ranking member of
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the U.S. Congress. The Congressman said that he keeps their
picture displayed prominently in his office, so that whenever he
looks at it, it will remind him of where he came from.

At the conclusion of Congressman Israel’s speech, the guest
of honor, former President Bill Clinton, took the floor, standing
by the hostess, Soheila Sharf, and being introduced to the
attendees by Soheila’s daughter, Mona. Before he could even
start his speech, President Clinton had thoroughly ingratiated
himself to the assemblage, mingling with them over plates of
delicious Lederman catering, with Soheila later saying that he
was the friendliest, most charming person she and her guests had
ever met, making everyone he spoke with feel comfortable, and
joking with many of them about coming to their homes for
home-cooked Persian Shabbat meals.

President Clinton threw his support behind Congressman
Israel, saying that he came here to Great Neck to make sure that
Congressman Israel would get re-elected. The Congressman’s
district is only 8% Jewish, so the support of other Jewish
communities in Long Island and New York is essential to
keeping such a strong advocate of the State of Israel in office.
President Clinton spoke about the sluggish economy of the U.S.,
saying that when Japan suffered a similar financial crisis, it took
over 10 years for their economy to recover, and that the same
holds true for the U.S., but that we are only two to three years
into our recovery, so there’s still a long road ahead of us. In
regard to Iran, President Clinton said he had discussed the issue
with former President George W. Bush and the two agreed that
the proper handling of Iran is the most important issue on the
table for the U.S. He said that the military option is on the table
for the U.S. He continued by saying that the U.S. is currently
taking the necessary steps in the world political process, trying to
get Europe, Russia, and China behind us in our diplomatic
appeals and imposition of sanctions. In regard to Israel and
President Obama, President Clinton opined that the cooperation
and coordination of financial, military, and intelligence
operations between the U.S. and Israel are the strongest they’ve
ever been. The peace process with Israel and the Palestinians is
nothing to worry about, according to Clinton, as the real show to
the Arab world of the bond between the U.S. and Israel is the
joint military exercises that the two nations have recently
engaged in, which have been extremely successful. These war
games, President Clinton said, show the Arab countries that the
U.S. is definitively standing behind Israel, more than words
possibly could.

The Persian Jews in attendance at the Sharf residence erupted
in applause at the conclusion of President Clinton’s speech, and
the one comment that they enjoyed the most was Clinton’s remark
about really being part Jewish, since his daughter Chelsea famously
married a Jewish man from New York some months ago.

It was a truly memorable morning, with the appearance of
both Congressman Steve Israel and former President Bill
Clinton, with both expressing their enduring support for the State
of Israel, and assuring the attendees that the U.S. is staunch in its
support for the Jewish State. It was also especially relevant for
an Iranian-American community to communicate with such high-
profile politicians about the relationship between the U.S. and
Iran, and to know that dealing with both Iran and Israel properly
are top priorities of the U.S. government.

Perhaps the most moving aspect of the morning’s
proceedings is the echo within our own community from
Congressman Israel’s comments about his grandparents’

experience; when our own parents and grandparents came here
from Iran in the 1970s, fleeing from a land of persecution to a
land of opportunity, they could have never imagined that we
would become so prominent and relevant as to host the President
of the United States in one of our homes. It is a tremendous
accomplishment for our Persian Jewish community, and a
definite step in the right direction in supporting pro-Israel issues.

President Clinton, Soheila, Mansour
and their daughters and grandchildren

President Clinton, Congressman Israel
Arezou and Mehran and their mothers

President Clinton holding the hostess’s hand as of appreciation
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A Home Away from Home:
Yom Kippur in Hong Kong

Afshin Bassali

The Mashadi community’s mercantile history is widely
known and recorded in its annals. After all, the start of our
history began with our travels as Nader Shah’s trusted treasurers
in 1746.  Since then, merchants from our community have
traveled the world over in the trade of rugs, fur and leather,
fabrics and garments and the gemstone and jewelry businesses.
So it was no surprise, that over 250 years later, more than 70
Mashadi men and women traveled over 8,000 miles away from
home for the Hong Kong Jewelery and Gem Fair this past
September.

As this year’s fair was interrupted by Yom Kippur, we were
welcomed to the friendly confines of Hechal Ezra Synagogue in
Kowloon, Hong Kong. Located adjacent to the Kowloon
Shangri-La Hotel, this Sephardic synagogue offers daily and
Shabbat minyanim for residents and travelers as well as a full
service restaurant for lunch and dinner. Established in 1995 by

the Syrian community, Hechal Ezra hosts thousands of
businessmen and women who come through the epicenter of
worldwide trade and commerce that Hong Kong has become.

It was truly a “home away from home” for the contingent of
Mashadis from all over the world. Mashadis from New York,
London, Milan, Israel and even Hong Kong natives were
welcomed by Rabbi Netanel Meoded and family to a most
memorable Yom Kippur experience. Not only were we served a
delectable pre and post-fast meals but the services in the
traditional and familiar Sephardic melodies made it even more
memorable.

We would like to thank Rabbi Meoded in welcoming us,
making us feel at home and allowing us to experience a truly
spiritual Yom Kippur at Hechal Ezra Synagogue. For more

information on Hechal Ezra and visiting Hong Kong’s Jewish
Community go to: www.kehilat-zion.org.
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Israel Trip 2010

Josh Namdar

This past summer, 34 boys and girls joined the MYC Israel
Trip to go to the Holy Land for two weeks of a fun that turned
out to also be an educational experience. From the minute we
landed in Israel, we were all excited and ready to have the best
two weeks of our lives. We were all eager to experience Israel
from top to bottom.

The first thing we did was meet our tour guides, Elana and
Yossi. We began our trip in the North. Our first stop was the
beautiful city of Caesarea, which overlooked the beach. We then
went to Rosh Hanikra, which also had a beautiful view of the sea.
As Shabbat approached, we settled in a Hotel in Tsfat, and some
went to the Mikva and got ready for our first Shabbat in Israel.
We didn’t get to have our delicious “Polo Choresht” like we
usually do on Friday nights, but the food was great. It was an
excellent first day to our trip.

In Tsfat, we got the opportunity to tour the whole city,
visiting the ancient Synagogues of some of the biggest Rabbis in
Jewish History. We got to visit the grave of the famous Rav
Karo; it was a spiritual experience for all of us. Later, we
completed our first hike on Mount Meron, where we got to stop
halfway to swim in the water. We stopped by the Kinneret, as
well, to have some relaxing time, where we all got to know each

other much better. As another day arrived, we got to our second
hike at Mount Arbel. After the hike, we visited a Bedouin camp.
We dressed up as Bedouins and learned how they cooked, ate,
and a lot more about their culture. As Persians, we couldn’t ask
for more because we got to have kabob, chicken, and rice with
the Bedouins. It was a nice little reminder of what we were
missing out on back in New York. Afterward, we had fun
together at a water park. It was a great way to cool down from
Israel’s hot sun. That night, we got to play drums on a boat ride,
while singing and dancing to the music. Good thing two of our
friends (Matt & Mateen) were DJs! We got to dance and sing to
their music on the boat as well.

Though we had to wake up early many of the mornings, we
took advantage of it and used a full day to have fun. We drove up
the Galilee early in the morning for a day filled with kayaking,
hiking, rock climbing, and zip-lining while finishing the day by
riding jeeps into the sunset. Soon after, we stopped by the border
of Lebanon and Israel, where we learned about the current
intricate situation between the two nations. As our trip in the
North was coming to an end, we got ready and packed up for the
ride south. It was time to head toward Jerusalem! On our way to
Jerusalem, we stopped by to visit the Mashadi House in Herzelia.
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We conversed with some of the elders in Persian, Hebrew, and
English. We danced together and a few of the elders sang a few
songs for us. It was so nice to see our fellow Mashadis in Israel.
After the visit, we arrived at a blind museum where we learned
about the disadvantages and advantages that blind people have.
We walked through a pitch black path with a tour guide who was
blind himself. He taught us about the importance of our four
other senses besides seeing, and what a big role they play in our
lives. Following the blind museum, we arrived at our hotel in
Jerusalem. We were all passionate to be in our homeland and the
holiest city in the world. For some, it was the first visit to
Jerusalem and Israel, so it was a unique experience. Before
Shabbat started, we walked through the City of David. We
looked at the ancient cities which were found by archeologists
and got a better understanding of the old city. We got to see the
Southern Wall excavations and walk through an underground
water tunnel

there as well. On

the night of

Shabbat, we
walked to the
Kotel to pray
together.  The
day after

Shabbat, we got
to join  the
Mashadi Bar
Mitzvah  group
and celebrate the
occasion  with
them by the
Kotel. Some of
us joined our
younger siblings
at the party
afterwards.

One of our
most important
sites was the
Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum. We learnt about the Holocaust
and the tragedy in which millions of Jews suffered and were
killed. After a sad, but certainly worthwhile experience, we went
mountain biking together where we had lots of fun. As our stay
in Jerusalem was concluding, one thing was set in everyone’s
mind: “When are we going to Ben Yehuda Street?!” On the last
night in Jerusalem, we got to eat together in Ben-Yehuda Street
and explore the night life there. But now that we were finished
with our visit to Jerusalem, it was time to make our final visits to
the Southern part of Israel. On our way to the south, we stopped
at Ein Gedi, which is next to the shore of the Dead Sea.

That night, we got to sleep at the Metzada base camp. We
enjoyed dinner which we cooked ourselves, and then attempted
to get some sleep since we were waking up early the next
morning to begin our hike up Metzada for sunrise. Of course we
got no sleep, but we were full of energy in the morning and we
made up the mountain in time to see the beautiful sunrise. We
got to learn about the revolt against the Romans and the siege at
Metzada. After a tiring hike up and down Metzada, we ate lunch

at a Kibbutz. We were then moving to one of our final stops,
Eilat. Eilat was one of the most enjoyable places we went to. We
enjoyed water sports by the beach the whole day and then
enjoyed dinner on the Read Sea Cruise.

Our trip was coming to an end, and no one wanted to go back
to New York already. Our final stop was Tel Aviv. We went to
the Independence Museum where learned about the story of the
house in which Israel’s independence was declared and the
fanatic tale of the people who made it happen. We made our final
stop at the flea market and it was time to go the airport and say
goodbye to Israel. No one was ready to leave yet, but we parted
with our Israeli chaperones and thanked them so much for their
great help. We wouldn’t hesitate if we were asked if we would
like to stay another day.

I can't begin to describe how unbelievable this trip was. We
laughed, we joked, we observed, we sang, and we danced
together, and we
will never forget
this unique
voyage. We all
learned a strong
interpretation of
our Jewish
heritage. We
learned about
advocating  for
Israel. We made
friendships  and
bonds that will
last forever. We
have all built a

strong unity

within us. We all

consider

4 — ourselves

e T e brothers and

s/ ﬁ' - v sisters and we
i o & TR 2320 g

will always look
out for one
another. We united together to learn and have fun and I think we
can all say that this was the best trip of our lives.

On behalf of the 34 members of the MYC trip, I would like to
thank Tony and Stephanie Aziz, THE BEST CHAPERONES
EVER! Their dedication and devotion and our admiration for
them is what made the trip so amazing. Their love for both our
homeland and our group opened all our eyes to new possibilities.
I can't describe how much we all love both of you. I would also
like to thank Yosi, Bernard, Sean, Mernush, Motti, the MYC
staff (even Elana and Yossi) and everyone else who dedicated
both endless hours and work to make this the best trip of our
lives. Thank you again for all your hard work and for giving us
this opportunity. As our community grows, our unity within us
all continues to flourish and we should continue this tradition of
taking our youth to Israel every year.

The memories of these two weeks will always remain with
us. [ZZY 2010!
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IVREAD

The Hebrew Reading

Learning Revolution

Mosheh Aziz, Stephanie Aziz (Nematzadeh)
Directors of Religion & Heritage of MYC

The idea had been circulating for months. More and more
people had been continuously asking — could the MYC create
classes so we can learn to read Hebrew again? After over a year
of talk, extensive planning, organization, and the volunteering of
a solid crew, as well as 15 great Mashadi teachers, IVREAD was
born.

IVREAD was a success right off the bat. Forty dedicated
students registered and committed themselves to learning to read
Hebrew all over again, every Monday night from 8 to 9 pm. We
had three different levels to accommodate everyone’s needs,
starting from Level 1, which included the people who needed to
re-learn their Alef-Bet, through Level 3, which was comprised of
people who already knew how to read but wanted to learn how to
pray on Shabbat in kanisa. We even had a MBA group learning
on Tuesday nights (thanks to Matt Z!). Each student was between
the ages of 17 and 35 and came from entirely different stages in
life, ranging from a few high school students to mothers and
fathers. It was by far the most beautiful experience to watch these
students learn and improve week by week with expressed goals
such as the desire to be able to follow along in kanisa without
relying on the person sitting beside them, to wanting to be able to
help their children with their homework! Before we knew it,
groups were spending extra time on their own practicing in
Starbucks, learning the meaning of the prayers in the Siddur,
creating their own Minyan in order to practice and apply what
they’ve learned and the highest level class even produced a
Chazzan!

Our first semester was eight weeks long, and on Monday
November 22nd we celebrated our first IVREAD graduation.
Carlos and Gabby’s food was served in honor of the occasion.
That great feeling of accomplishment was in the air as our
graduates finished their first semester, and received “Certificates
of Achievement” in his/her name. We knew we succeeded after
receiving only positive feedback from the students, as well as
many requests for us to get working on beginning the next
semester immediately!

We’d like to extend our greatest appreciation to all the
teachers who volunteered their time to the community. These
teachers taught in IVREAD purely out of the goodness of their
heart and served as mentors to their students as well. Our fifteen
amazing teachers were: Arun Bassalali, Emil Ben-David, Lauren
Cohen, Lerone Edalati, Ivan Hakimian, Joe Kamali, Pamela
Karmely Livian, Jessica Kashizadeh, Sharon Livi, Nabila Levian,
Dalia Dilamani Loloi, Judy Sabsevari, Matt Zaroovabeli and our
esteemed shlichim Elran and Ariel.

We’d also like to thank the 130 board and staff. Furthermore,
a big thank you to the following people for their tireless efforts
in organizing the program, which made it come to life: Sean

V-KE4

Hakimi, Joe Kamali, Sharon Livi, Stephanie Dilamani, Rachel
Namdar, Carolyn Levian, Rachel Kamali, Mijal Bitton, Yossi
Dilamani, Adam Aziz, Cody Hakimian, Steve Kohan, and Steven
Ebrani,, We would also like to thank the Shaare Shalom
Synagogue Board for generously donating Siddurim for our
usage. Lastly, we express our sincere appreciation to Sara
Rahmanan for her generous donation of all our Level 1 books.
Thank you all!

Due to popular demand, the 2nd semester of IVREAD will be
even bigger and better than the first! New comers that are
interested are encouraged to sign up, and the existing students
will move onto their next respected level. Our goal is to reach
everyone in the youth, and make sure that we will continue
running [VREAD until as many community members as possible
will not only know how to read Hebrew, but be able to follow
along in kanisa perfectly!

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS:

¢ [ think IVREAD was the best Jewish educational program
the community has ever had. A good amount of young adults in
the community are not well versed in reading Hebrew, and this
program, whether for beginners or middle level readers helped us
reach the next level, and I hope it continues to grow. The best
part about it is that it is run by the youth and the teachers are also
youth from the community, which helped a lot. - Ben Nabavian,
23

* | signed up for IV read because although I knew my aleph
bet, I could not read Hebrew. After eight weeks, I was able to
read the Siddur, recite my blessings and even follow the prayers
in Shul. Class sizes are so small, it’s like having your own
personal tutor. I look forward to continuing my studies with
IVREAD.
- Monique Chafian Kamali, 33

* Improving my Hebrew reading has been on my to-do list for
some time now. | was pleasantly surprised with how devoted the
teachers were and how much I learned in such little time. I'm
grateful for the opportunity to have participated in IVREAD and
I look forward to session 2! - Melody Levian, 21

* [VREAD was a great experience for me. I looked forward
to classes every week where I was able to learn to read in a small
group with people at my level in a very comfortable
environment. It is a great program for people at all levels and
cannot wait for the next session to start! - Evan Hakimi
(married to Nicole Rahmanan), 26

* Being able to pray on Shabbat has been my everlasting goal
for years. Thanks to IVREAD, my Hebrew reading has improved
more than I imagined. I can't wait to continue and learn more! —
Jessica Kashinejad, 17
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Who said amputees can't fly?!

December 1, 2010
To the Mashadi Great Neck Community,

In early October we arrived to NY with a group of 6 Israeli
wounded warriors. They were all injured and lost limbs in combat
with Israel’s enemies in Gaza and Lebanon in the recent two
wars. They started their journey in San Diego participating in a six
day Paralympics training camp with 60 fellow US and UK
wounded warriors. They had an opportunity to participate in
multiple sports activities including track and field, biking,
biathlon, rowing, archery, volley ball and more. Activities they did
not dream they can do since their injury. They were able to learn
that there is no limit to their abilities if only they had the proper
equipment, the proper prosthetics legs. The Stﬂf'y of one Israeli

They arrived to Hicksville Long Island to one of the top prosthetic W[IUI'IdEEI warriaor:
centers in the world, A Step Ahead. Thanks to your warm and

- Was injured in combat in

generous community, all six wounded warriors were able to get
top level prosthetics that will allow them to be much more active June 2007

than they were before they started their journey. H old b
= B wWas 1o B Can never

10 days, nine new legs, two of which running legs and two new run again!
braces... and six wounded warriors with a whole new
perspective about their life ahead. - He |Jr‘|:|VEd them wrung!

YOU MADE IT POSSIBLE! He can..fly like a bird!

On behalf of the six wounded warriors, TIKVOT would like to
expresses its deepest appreciation and respect to your very
generous donation.

Tikvot means "Hopes" in Hebrew; it has been proven that sport provides
our Heroes with hope, giving them the power to restore self-confidence and
dignity and ultimately bringing to as an active a lifestyle as possible.
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Kami Kalaty

Completes 2010 NYC Marathon

Jasmine Dilmanian

“Just do it” is runner 46-229’s motto. On November 7th, he
was ready for his first marathon after six months of strict training
with only a brief setback after a summer knee injury. Having
faced adversities in his life far greater than mere strides on a
paved road, he was not about to let 26.2 miles defeat him.
Hoping for a time of 4:20, he shattered even his own
expectations.

Marathon newbie Kamran “Kami” Kalaty, 35, prepared for
the big day by adhering to a strict and grueling training schedule
that peaked at about 30 miles a day. Before the big race, he
attended to every detail, down to custom-selected sneakers that
he managed to wear in, just in time. Among his cheerleaders was
his wife Dina, 29; the couple has three children: Michal, 5, and
Shiri and Shia, 10-month-old twins. Michal was especially
excited for the race; the night before, she told her dad, “I hope
you win!”

Kami was Tehran in October 1975 and when he was three
years old, his family immigrated to Queens, New York. Little
did his parents know, 32 years later, their youngest son would be
running the 2010 ING New York City Marathon, the 30™ annual
race running through the five boroughs of the city.

In 2006, when he saw on TV that Lance Armstrong was
> - ' .

Kami wears a “heat sheet” after the race
while embracing Michal in celebration of his victory.

running the marathon, Kami was inspired. “I thought to myself,
that’s really cool. I could run a marathon with Lance
Armstrong,” he remembered. Then a bit out of shape, he started
running and never looked back. “I think it’s 80 percent mental
and 20 percent physical,” he said about running long distance.
Since then, he has run three half-marathons and shed 18 pounds.

Last year, Kami’s crossing of the half-marathon finish line
held special significance. He and three friends raised more than
$13,000 for Chai Lifeline, an organization close to the Kalatys’
hearts.

As many community members know, the couple’s second
daughter, Sarina Ruth bat Ephraim (z’l), was born with a rare
genetic condition, Wolman disease. Hoping for a treatment at a
Minneapolis hospital, the Kalatys made the difficult move.
During their stay in the unfamiliar city, the charity Chai Lifeline,
whose motto is “Fighting Illness With Love”, helped them find
their footing in the local community. Although Sarina lost her
battle just six months later, the couple felt indebted to the charity.
In what Kami likens to the finish line of the marathon, the couple
welcomed twins, a boy, Shia, and a girl, Shiri, last winter.

Dina, Kami’s backbone and number one fan, has no plans on
becoming a marathon runner, mainly because she claims she is
§ “a bigger complainer than [Kami]
f is.”  Still, she wholeheartedly

8- supports her husband of seven
- $£ . . .
years and praises his ambition and
will power. “I'm extremely
impressed,” she said. “I admire

him for going forth with it. It
amazes me.”

Kami completed the ING New
York City Marathon with an
official time of 4:15:24 and
couldn’t be happier; the winner
was Kenyan Gebre Gebremariam
at 2:08:14. Cheering him on were
his wife and daughter Michal, as
well as both couples’ extended
families; they met him post-race at
Columbus Circle and the group
enjoyed a steak dinner. “When I
ran my first half-marathon, I said
to myself, there’s no way I'm
doing this again,” said Kalaty,
“pbut now I’'m doing it. And it’s
just the beginning.”
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On Memory

Anna Ben Yehuda

Not forgetting is a big thing
for us Jews.

On a recent trip to Israel, 1
happened to meet Gilad Shalit’s
parents. They were in a tent in
Jerusalem, across the street
from Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s compound,
keeping their beloved son’s
memory alive by distributing
flyers, pictures, and yellow
wristlets.

For some reason, I started
thinking about the Holocaust. I
thought about how, since the
first mention of such an
atrocity, history’s recount was
promptly followed by a “never
forget.” And, it’s true, we
should never forget. But what is
it, exactly, about not forgetting
that we’re clinging to? What is
it that we so ardently want to
remember — the occurrence of
the event, its consequences, or
the steps leading up to it? What
is it, precisely, that we refuse to
let go of and want to remember
for the rest of our days? What is
a memory?

After our encounter with the
Shalits, my little sister found a
computer and started
researching. She had never
heard of Gilad and was amazed
at what she found out. She was
truly moved. She could not
understand how something like
this could actually happen;
nevertheless escape her
scrutinizing mind. Finally, an
eternal memory was shaped: she
will never forget the time she met

the parents of a captive Israeli soldier, she will never forget the
intimate sadness embedded in their eyes, she will never forget
the internal turmoil that the scene caused in her, she will never
forget the difference between who she was and who she became.
That moment — that memory — clung onto her soul and created a
unique vortex of actions and emotions.

Try closing your eyes and revisiting the first moment that
leaps through your thoughts. Hold on to it. Dive into it, dissect it,
experience it. Your fingers will start to subtly tremble; your

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL - JULY 08: Aviva and Noam, parents of
abducted Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, march with thousands of Gilad
Shalit supporters calling for his release into Jerusalem during the last
day of a 200-kilometre (120-mile) 12-day protest march from Shalit's
family hometown of Mitzpe Hila near Israel's northern border with
Lebanon to the Jerusalem residence of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on July 8, 2010 in Jerusalem, Israel. The march marks four
years since Gilad Shalit was captured by Palestinian militants in Gaza
in June 2006. Getty Images

those are, presumably, the
physical effects of
remembering. But as my sister
and Gilad’s parents show us,
memories are so much more
than that.

Memories are the moments
that stir our spirits into doing
something unique, moments
that shape us into different
beings — that disguise the
previously established route and
change our perspective on our
own mere existence, for better
or for worse. Memories are
those fleeting moments during
which we experience the entire
spectrum of human emotions.
Those are the moments worth
remembering. Those are the
moments that we end up
remembering.

I like to think that the
Holocaust needs to be recalled
for a variety of reasons. Other
than the remembrance of the
atrocities committed, crimes
that no other human should ever
endure, we urge others to hold
on to those moments because of
the emotions that their sheer
memory intoxicate us with.
Whether it is anger,
outrageousness,  helplessness,
love, or confusion - that
moment in time shapes what we
are today. No matter what will
happen to him, none of us will
ever forget what Gilad is now
going through, and his parents
know that. The reason why they
stay in a tent, in public, day and
night, is to shape that

remembrance into something deeper: action, a new order. Never
forgetting is an act of continuous incorporation and learning,
sparked by instrumental change.

As Scottish author Matthew James Barrie once noted, “G-d
gives us memory so that we might have roses in December,” and,

maybe, that’s what we’re all doing after all: remembering so that

breath will stabilize; little shocks will pervade your body. Well,

the true, fleeting beauty of emotional experience that we
encounter throughout our lives could eventually become
something more concrete — hopefully, something even better.
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The Real Central Board

Farshad Kalaty

Since 1995, or even earlier, our beloved

community has held elections every three years
to empower “leaders” who make decisions
affecting the future of us and our children.
Central Board Elections are held with a lot of
fanfare and hoopla. Fifteen community members
suddenly find themselves responsible for the
religious, social and financial issues of the
community. Sometimes even the personal lives
of community members.

So how do they react? They have meeting after meeting,
create committees and sub-committees, and even committees to
look over other committees. They leave their families at home
while they go to these meetings for hours on end. They meet with
other boards, government officials and dignitaries.

At these meetings, endless discussions and arguments are
made around important issues that matter to all of us. Where and
how we pray. What programs are made available to us, our
children, our parents and grandparents. It even goes farther than
what we do in the synagogue. They sit around the conference
table and decide what kind of entertainment we should bring to
our parties. When we should take and accept gifts, and when we
shouldn't. Who our kids should marry, and who they shouldn't.
They take it upon themselves to decide for us which charities,
programs and causes are worthy of support. When they do, they
bring them in front of us on Shabbat and ask us to support them
with our wallets.

Well, I have news for all of you: these people can have all the
"meetings" they want and make all the rules they want, while
"The Real Central Board" actually controls everything from the
background. Yes, in this letter, I am bringing to the foreground
what no one wants to acknowledge or talk about. The real power
brokers of the community. Those who decide (now pay attention)
everything that happens, or doesn't happen, in the Mashadi
community.

Once the "elected" Central Board makes a decision, and
while they're trying to figure out how to implement it, the Real
Central Board of the community springs in to action. At their
regularly held, very private (mostly familial) meetings, they
discuss the elected Central Boards decision down to its core.

It is at these closely guarded meetings that they decide to
support or oppose all or part of the elected Central Board's ideas.
If they decide to support a decision of the Central Board, then
that decision will take hold. And if they decide not to, then these
poor fifteen board members, who might have spent hundreds of
hours on the decision, will never hear the end of it.

I would assume by now where these
exclusive meetings take place, and who is
behind them. They are held every Friday night
around our Shabbat dinner tables, by the entire
community, in little (or some families, large)
groups. At these dinner tables, every man,
woman and child in the community gets to
give his or her opinion. It is here that the
approval or rejection stamp is put on the
Central Board’s actions.

That makes the women of this wonderful community the
presidents of this "Real Central Board". No matter what kind of
week they are having, or even what kind of year. No matter
where we are, at home or away. No matter what the
circumstances of the day are, these women will put all else aside
and start preparing their homes for the ever more sacred Shabbat
Dinner. Even those who work every day will prepare their homes
and Shabbat tables the night before. Vacations are no exception;
the Shabbat table must be there, in one form or another.

It is at these Shabbat tables that our Jewish traditions and
Mashadi values are transmitted to the next generation. It is at
these tables that grandparents get to inject some of their
traditions and ethics in their grandchildren. Parents get to
socialize with their kids without the distractions of TVs,
telephone calls, and yes homework. Brothers and sisters who are
too busy to get in touch get to catch up, and cousins become
closer. I have repeatedly said this to my mother: If we want
anything to be done in the community we need to get the women
to go after it. Once they decide to, it will be the topic of
discussion at every Shabbat table that week.

Other societies don’t have this wonderful tool. For the most
part, most other Jewish, and non-Jewish families get together on
holidays and on life-cycle events. Other than that, they
communicate with the occasional phone call or e-mail.

So I say, don't take the Shabbat table for granted. More
importantly, don't take the women in this community for granted.

If you really think about it, it was the Muslims that made us
into a community. Through their acts of aggression, they forced
us to become tightly knit and dependent on each other. However,
it is the Mashadi women who have kept us a Mashadi Jewish
Community. It is befitting of this wonderful community that we
have three women serving on our elected Central Board. After
all, they spent their whole lives running the Real Central Board.

December 16th is Iranian Mothers day (25th of Azar). So I
am writing this letter in honor of our wives, mothers and
grandmothers. Thank you.
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One Flick Will Change Shabbat

As We Know it!

The KosherSwitch® is a revolutionary, Halachically

certified new technology
Mark Karimzadeh

For years, most Mashadis and much of the Jewish world
have been frustrated by trying to plan which lights to leave on for
Shabbat, or which switches to put on timers, so as to keep the
house properly lit for the family and visiting guests during this
long night and day of rest. The situation becomes more
complicated when we experience a two-day Chag followed by
Shabbat. One person in our community delved into the subject
more intensely, and decided to see if he could find a way to be
able to turn lights on and off during Shabbat and Chaggim while
maintaining all of the Orthodox Jewish laws pertaining to these
holidays.

The result is a new patent-pending light switch, called the
KosherSwitch® which was conceived and invented — in the spare
time he had when he was not giving us reasons why Queens is
better than Great Neck — by Andy Kalati. The technology
employed in the KosherSwitch™ allows a person to have control
over the flow of electricity during Shabbat, in a way that is
permitted by Halacha. The KosherSwitch® has already been
endorsed in writing by Rabbinical authorities in the USA and
Israel, including all of the rabbis of our own Mashadi
community.

Although this new patented technology will allow it to be
used for several different functions, initially, the product is set to
launch as an in-wall light switch. It will be a replacement for
traditional light switches and timers, and will apply to lighting. In
the future, the company plans to roll-out the technology in other
areas besides lighting, such as air conditioning, door access
systems, in the medical equipment field, and generally any other
realm in which the use of the device will be intended to do
something that is in the spirit of Shabbat (which means that the
switch is not intended for use on the TV or the computer).

So how does this amazing gadget actually work, you may
ask. The switch is a piece of plastic that’s not attached to
anything electrical, and when flicked into a new position, it is not
actually doing anything, and it’s certain that there is still nothing
going on inside the device itself when the switch is moved.
However, inside the device, there is a computer that sends a
special pulse, or a signal, every few seconds (the exact amount of
seconds is random, but at its minimum, it is a Halachically
significant lapse of time). This pulse then sends back a signal to
the computer, and if the signal indicates that the switch is in, to
put it simply, the “on” position, it will cause the light to turn on.
Similarly, if the signal notices the switch as being in the “off”
position, it will cause the lights to turn off. In order to be certain
that the basic Halachic law is fulfilled, the actions by the
computer are never guaranteed due to failures that may occur

randomly within the pulsing and light controlling processes
within the switch. So it could take more than one pulse and
signal to make the switch act on the flow of the electricity to the
light.

The KosherSwitch® Classic, coming soon
to a wall near you

In plain English, if you turn the position of the
KosherSwitch® to “on”, in a matter of a number of seconds, the
light connected to that switch will turn on. It may sound too good
to be true, and some may see this as another way that the Jewish
people are always trying to get around observing the real essence
and meaning of some laws by creating “loopholes” so to speak
(similarly to how some people view, for example, the selling of
chametz for Pesach, the putting up of a wire for an eruv, or the
wearing of wigs by married women). At the end of the day, our
Torah is a book of Laws, and any specific Law has certain
exacting requirements and boundaries, and as our world
continues to develop at such a fast pace technologically, any new
introduction, such as the KosherSwitch®, can be approved by the
Rabbinical authorities as being something that falls within the
boundaries of a specific Law — as has been the overwhelming
positive response in this case. Interestingly, in many circles,
technology is actually embraced for its potential to make
religious observance easier, broader, and more fulfilling.

It is easy to see how much benefit this technology can bring
to many people. By being able to more precisely control when
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lights should stay on and when they should be off, there is a great
savings in energy costs. There is no need to have timers and
timer switches peppered around the house and set week in and
week out, and no need to try and predict beforehand which lights,
or how many, will be needed to leave on for Shabbat. Not to
mention the unexpected visit of guests, which may turn up in a
house that is dark, because some rooms are not usually used on
Shabbat unless a guest is coming. Furthermore, those less
observant could use the KosherSwitch® out of respect for their
more observant family, relatives and friends that they know will
be at their house from time to time on Shabbat. All in all, the
KosherSwitch® allows Shabbat to be a lot more worry free —
when it comes to the planning of lighting, as well as making it
impossible for anyone to violate Shabbat, which they would do if
they mistakenly, or by habit, turned a light on or off in the
normal way we do today.

3 RS

Transparent KosherSwitch® shows
the inner workings

Andy Kalati is happy to say that his revolutionary idea is in
its final product development stage. The company is already
partially funded, and with the attainment of more angel investors,
will be ready to mass produce and launch the KosherSwitch® in a
large number of markets worldwide. The distribution is planned
for direct to consumer through online sales, chain home
improvement stores, Judaica shops and third party installers and
contractors. The initial focus of distribution will also be in the
institutional arena, such as for installation and use in hotels,
hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living centers. Andy is
hoping that he can begin evaluating and testing the
KosherSwitch® first in our own Mashadi community. Final
pricing has not yet been established, but the KosherSwitch® is
expected to sell at retail for about $50-65 per switch. Andy
estimates that it will pay for itself within a year by the amount of
electricity that is saved when using the device. For more
information about the KosherSwitch® you can visit
www.kosherswitch.com or email them  directly at
info@kosherswitch.com.

As of the time of going to print, I am glad to report that
KosherSwitch has received its patent! This is a great
achievement, especially since the patent was awarded giving the
devices a broad use for its technology and application.

The Last Sign
of Assimilation

Parham Zar

Among the Iranians who have moved to the United States in
the past thirty years, we see different degrees of assimilation. At
one extreme are those who have completely embraced the
Western culture, language and traditions. They are all too happy
and willing to shed their old skin of cultural and personal
constraints — of a society obsessed with “Taarof” (denying
oneself of something for the benefit of another), “Nejabat”
(moral purity) and “Gheirat” (zeal). At the other end stand those
who hang on to these ancestral values and beliefs with every
fiber of their being. But even for those who hang on, it is only a
matter of time before they - or their children - will eventually
assimilate as well. Such is the allure and the promise of the
West, or as we so enviously, and sometimes scornfully referred
to in Iran as "Farang."

In the journey from "hanging on" to "letting go," one will
eventually reach the last and final stop, which to this day,
remains the ultimate separation between those who have
embraced Farang and those who have not. This eventual stop --
this final portal to the other side of civilization, is the use of our
very own Aftabeh. For those not familiar with the Aftabeh or its
use, suffice to say that it is a self cleaning apparatus that has been
replaced in the modern world with toilet paper. The use of the
Aftabeh requires three very important components: (1) the
Aftabeh itself, which is a watering can-type device, (2) water,
and (3) the fingers.

If that sounds strange or foreign, just note that there are at
least 72 million people (the population of Iran) that clean
themselves with the Aftabeh. I remember an American high
school teacher of mine who had visited Iran in the 1970's. She
told me of the first time she had to use the restroom, only to find
out there was no toilet paper. When someone explained to her
the purpose of the watering can next to the squat toilet, she
immediately had a bout of constipation. She further told me that
from that day on, she would duck anytime someone attempted to
tap her on the shoulder, and refused to shake anyone's hand.

Of course, one can write an entire dissertation on the sanitary
and health benefits of the Aftabeh, as opposed to the toilet paper.
But my focus for now is merely on the exact nature and timing of
the transition from one to the other.

One general rule of linguistics is that if a person is immersed
in a new language before the age of twelve, then (s)he will most
likely develop a native-like accent, whereas after puberty, the
new language will still exhibit the old accent. I believe we can
draw a parallel when it comes to the use of the Aftabeh.
Generally, all those who moved here before the age of twelve,
have pretty much gone the way of the West. But for many, the
Aftabeh still remains the last refuge -- the last hanging thread --
to what it truly means to be Persian.

So, the next time you visit one of our homes, look for the
ultimate tell-tale sign of assimilation vs. tradition in the
unlikeliest of places: in our bathroom.
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A Plea for My Land

By Herbert Pagani

Translated from the original Italian by Anna Ben Yehuda

While traveling through Fiumicino | heard two tourists chatting while
reading the paper,

"Between wars and attacks, you only hear about these Jews. Pests,
that's what they are."

It's true. We are pests.
We've been breaking the balls of the universe for centuries. What can
we do about it? It's part of our nature.

It started with Abraham, with his one G-d.

Moses, with the tablets of the law.

Then Jesus, with the other cheek always turned ready for the next slap.
Then Freud, Marx, and Einstein.

They were all embarrassing, revolutionary, the enemies of order.
Why?

Because order, in whatever century, couldn't satisfy them, since it was
an order from which they were constantly excluded.

Changing the world to change their own destiny -
That was the destiny of my forefathers - that's why they've always been
hated by all the paladins of the pre-established order.

The anti-Semite of the right blames the Jews for bringing about the
Bolshevik Revolution.

That's true, there were lots of Jews in 1917.

The anti-Semite of the Left blames the Jews for owning Manhattan, for
being administrators of capitalism.

That's true, there are a lot of Jewish capitalists.

It's easy to explain why.

Culture, religion, ideas, and ideals on one side -

And wallets, warrants, and bonds on the other have been the only
movable values.

The only homelands possible for those who had no homeland.

Now that there is a homeland, anti-Semitism rises from its ashes,
or, rather, from our ashes,
and calls itself anti-Zionism.

Early on, it was applied to individuals.

Now, it's applied to an entire nation.

Israel is a ghetto,

Jerusalem is Warsaw.

The Germans no longer attack us, the Arabs do.

And if they're crescent has sometimes been disguised as a sickle, that
was to fool the left wingers of the whole world a little better.

Me, Jew of the left, could give two hoots about a Left that wants to free
all men at the expense of a minority.
Because | belong to that minority.

If the Left wants to count me as one of them,

they can't dodge my problem.

And my problem is that after the mass deportations perpetrated by the
Romans in the first century after Christ,

We've been banished, crushed, hated, deprived, chased, and converted
by force everywhere.

Why? Because our religion, that is to say, our culture, was dangerous.
A few examples?

Judaism was the first to create the Shabbat, the day of the Lord.
That is, an obligatory weekly day of rest.

You can imagine the joy of the Pharaohs,

always one pyramid late.

Judaism prohibits slavery.
You can imagine the sympathy of the Romans,
the greatest importers of free labor in the ancient world.

The Bible says that the earth belongs to G-d, not to men, and there's a
law based on that.

It's the law of the automatic extinction of rights of ownership every 49
years.

You can imagine the reaction of the medieval Popes and the emperors
of the Renaissance.

"The people mustn't know about this!"

So they began to forbid the reading of the Old Testament.

Then came the backbiting,
walls of slander that became walls of stone:
the ghettos.

Then came the index,
the Inquisition, and, later,
the yellow stars.

But Auschwitz is no more than an example of industrial genocide.
There have been thousands of homemade genocides.

It would take me ten days to list all of the pogroms carried out in Spain,
Russia, Poland, and North Africa.

And by force of escape and migration, the Jew went everywhere.

Extrapolate the significance of this, and here we are labeled as
"nowhere people."

We are in the midst of other people like the orphans handed over to
the orphanage.

I no longer want to be adopted.

I no longer want my life to depend on the mood of my landlords.

I no longer want to rent a citizenship.

I'm fed up to the teeth with knocking on the doors of history and
waiting for it to say "Come in."

This time | do go in, and | shout,

"l feel at home on earth, and on the earth | have my land."

Why should the term "promised land" be valid for all people except the
ones who invented it?

What is Zionism? A single, simple sentence:

"Next year, in Jerusalem."

No, that's no holiday club slogan,

it's written in the Bible, the world's best-selling and worst-read book.

And this prayer became a cry,
a cry that's more than two-thousand years old.
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And the fathers of Christopher Columbus, of Kafka, of Proust, of
Chagall, of Marx, of Einstein, and of Mr. Kissinger have cried that cry at
least once a year - during the feast of the Passover.

So, is Zionism racism?

Don't make me laugh.

Zionism is the name of a battle for freedom.

And, like any other democratic movement, it has its right and left
wings.

And no one here talks about it, because lacking tools to be heard.

In the world, each has its Jews.

The French have the Algerian workers,

the Italians have immigrants,

the Americans have Blacks and Puerto Ricans,

men have women,

society has burglars, homosexuals, the handicapped.

We are the Jews of everybody.

So, when people ask me,

"What about the Palestinians?"

| answer,

"l am a Palestinian of two-thousand years ago.

| am the oldest oppressed person in the world."

I'm willing to talk it over with them, but | am not willing to surrender
the land | worked.

All the more because there is plenty of room for two peoples, two
nations out there.
We've got to construct the borders together.

For thirty years, the whole Zionist left wing has been looking for
Palestinians to talk to.

But the PLO, boosted by Arab capital and the European left, has closed
itself around an irredentism that's costing the life of an entire people.
My brother people, yes, but a people that wants to forge its
independence on my ashes.

The PLO charter says,

"Only Jews who came before 1917 will be accepted in the new
Palestine."

And the charter hasn't been changed yet.

At this point, | have got to be in solidarity with all my people.

When the Arabs acknowledge me, I'll fight our common oppressors
with them.

But, for today, Descartes' famous phrase:

"I think, therefore, | am,"

has no value whatsoever.

We Jews have been thinking for the past five-thousand years,
and they still deny us the right to exist.

Today, although with horror, I'm obliged to say:

"I defend myself, therefore, | am."

On September 15", 2010, Marilyn Kordvani (Miriam bat Batsheva z’l), a beloved community member, lost her long battle
to cancer. She is survived by her husband, David, and her children, Jennifer, Cheri, Jason, and Adam, and their respective
families. The following poem was written by her second daughter, Cheri Haghighat, 28, as a tribute to her late mother.

A Letter to Mommy

A long battle,

Put to rest,

An angel was taken,
Truly the best.

A perfect gem,

A blossomed flower,
A woman of honor,

A woman of power.

A loving mother,

A flawless wife,

We were a team,
Best friends for life.

We miss you mommy,
In every way,

We'd trade it all,

For one more day.

With our moments of laughter,
And the sounds of cries,

Not once Mommy,

Did you ever ask, Why?

Wondering what you’re doing,
Think of you every day,

Don’t worry about Daddy,
He'll be Okay.

You were our mission,

It was a mission complete.
Although it seems over,

It was not a defeat.

We held your hand Mom,
Through bitter and sweet,

Now it’s your turn to protect us,
Until we meet.

Dreaming of your smile,
Your soothing voice,
Wishing we could feel you,
We wish had a choice.

Always and forever,
Forever in time,
Always Mommy,
Partners in crime.

Love,
Cheri
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The Estate Tax

Robert Bichoupan, Esq.

year 2010
and is, a
financially  difficult
year  for  many.
However, for a few,
there was an
unexpected silver
lining, at least in
terms of estate taxes.

In 2010, former

IR ) ( New York Yankees
owner, George Steinbrenner, passed away leaving an estate
valued at over $1.15 billion. Sadly, also to have passed in 2010
are Dennis Hopper (the actor), Elizabeth Post (granddaughter of
Emily Post, writer of the “New Emily Post Etiquette”), Gary
Coleman (the actor), Glen Bell (founder of Taco Bell), J.D.
Salinger (author of “Catcher in the Rye”), Jimmy Dean (country
music star and sausage purveyor), Lena Horn (singer), and
Robert Byrd (50-year veteran of the Senate from West Virginia),
to name a few. Had Mr. Steinbrenner passed away in 2009 or
2011, his estate alone would have owed in excess of $500 million
in estate taxes. Due to Congress’ failure to act in a timely
fashion, Mr. Steinbrenner’s estate, along with the estates of many
other affluent people, were passed free of federal estate taxes.

In 2011, the federal estate tax is scheduled to return with a
vengeance, with a tax of up to 55% on estates valued at over $1
million. On a $5 million estate, the estimated federal estate tax
owed would be roughly $2 million, with an approximately
$300,000.00 New York State estate tax owed, as well.

Many of our friends and relatives in this community have
experienced a significant decrease in income in recent years.
However, it seems that we are still blessed with more assets than
most. For people in our community, surpassing a million dollars
in estate assets is fairly common, when consideration is given to
real estate (including a house), stock market accounts, business
assets, retirement accounts, life insurance, and other such assets.
Therefore, for such individuals, careful estate planning becomes
critical and cannot be ignored without financial consequences for
our loved ones.

Also affected this year is the New York State Power of
Attorney form. The law has substantially altered the acceptable
Power of Attorney form, leaving it substantially more
complicated to use. If your Power of Attorney form is more than
3 years old, or if you have an upcoming transaction in which you
intend to rely on that Power of Attorney, it is a good idea to
execute a new one, under the new guidelines, utilizing the new
form required by New York State.

Lastly, as you may have heard in the news, New York is now
the 50th State in the union to adopt some form of no-fault

Money Matters

divorce effective this year. This means that spouses no longer
have to hurl accusations, or blame each other for the failure of
their marriage in order to obtain a legal divorce, but can instead
seek a mutual, less hostile end to their broken marriage in a court
of law. Whether this will increase the rate of divorce or merely
gives relief to unhappy couples and their suffering children
remains to be seen.

This article is not intended to give legal advice, but to make
the reader aware of current issues. Please speak with your
lawyer, accountant or financial planner for advice on these
matters.
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Keeping it Reel:
The Year in Cinema

Yossi Abrahimi
Eric Djemshidoff

For anyone paying attention, 2010 started off as an abysmal year for cinema. Week after
week, major motion pictures packing all-star casts and colossal budgets amounted to colossal
disappointments. Patience paid off, as cinema was a late bloomer this year. We were brought
into a mind-tripping dream world, told the fast-paced (although exaggerated) tale of Facebook’s
creation, and a Jewish, Israeli-born Harvard graduate and actress tiptoed her way into our
heads in a shocking, legend-making performance. Whether cramming our way into “Shaare
Optimum” or opting for a more peaceful movie-going experience with people who actually know
the name of the movie they re about to watch, the past year of movies turned on in the clutch. But
hey — better late than never. And now, we present the finest cinema had to offer in 2010...

YOSSI

1. The Social Network
2. Black Swan

3. The Town

4. Kick-Ass

5. Exit Through the Gift Shop
6. The Fighter

7. 127 Hours

8. Inception

9. Scott Pilgrim vs. The World
10. City Island

ERIC

1. Inception

2. The Social Network

3. Black Swan

4. Kick-Ass

5. The Fighter

6. Hot Tub Time Machine

7. Scott Pilgrim vs. The World

8. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
9. Shutter Island

10. City Island

Our Honorable Mentions: Get Him to The Greek, How to Train Your Dragon, The Other Guys

Yossi’s Three to See

The Social Network (PG-13)

Who created Facebook? Better yet — who cares? The
brainchild of writer Aaron Sorkin (4 Few Good Men) and
director David Fincher (Se7en, Fight Club) took critics and the
box office by storm, and among some stiff competition, The
Social Network held its ground as my top movie of the year.
Based on the book “Accidental Millionaires”, this film takes us

through the birth of Facebook, and all the controversy
surrounding it. Mark Zuckerberg, who is currently known as the
man behind this empire, is played by Jesse Eisenberg in a
mesmerizing performance, as an awkward nerd with a strive to
become one of Harvard’s elite in the social scene. Success, we
learn, doesn’t come without a price, and for Zuckerberg this
came in the form of lawsuits from his roommate and partner,
Eduardo Saverin, and the two-headed monster known as the
Winklevoss twins. The Winklevosses are twin brothers who
came to Zuckerberg with an idea similar to Facebook, ignored
for weeks on end, only to find what they believed was their
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creation launched without them. The ‘Winklevii’ provide much
of the entertainment of the movie. Even more interestingly, they
were played by one actor, and with the help of David Fincher’s
masterful effects, virtually everyone who saw this movie had no
idea.

Many were skeptical of just how interesting a movie like
this could be. After all, there’s no violence, heavy drug use, or
significant romantic subplot involved. We were glued to the edge
of our seats as this movie took us back and forth like a car chase
scene in a summer blockbuster, from the excitement around the
birth of our favorite website to intense depositions between
Zuckerberg and those suing him for what they genuinely
believed they were robbed of. The usual Hollywood clichés
weren’t necessary in this case; two hours of fast-paced dialogue
and suspenseful drama, told through the lens of one of our
greatest directors and a flawless cast, rewrite the script for what a
great movie is all about.

Black Swan (R)

Every year or so, a movie comes along that we cannot even
imagine would be any good without its lead role. Films that are
carried on the shoulders of a man or woman so devoted to the
character, we forget what we’re seeing on the screen is make-
believe. This groundbreaking, instantly classic performance
comes in 2010 from Natalie Portman as a ballerina obsessed with
getting the role of a lifetime, even though she mentally may not
be able to handle it. Director Darren Aronofsky (Requiem for a
Dream, The Wrestler), responsible for some of the grittiest, jaw-
dropping visuals ever put on screen, doesn’t hold anything back
in Black Swan, which left some viewers unable to shake its
effects for days.

Portman plays Nina Sayers, a passionate ballerina living in
a New York apartment with her over-controlling mother, who
will stop at nothing to see that her “sweet girl” makes it to the top
of her craft (something she was never able to do). While Nina
does land her dream role, the demands of the part, along with her
drive to be perfect, send her into the depths of a living hell. It
doesn’t help that the ballet’s director hires Lily (Mila Kunis) as
an alternate. Lily is everything Nina is not: a calm, composed,
free spirit who lives her life day to day without obsessing on
singular goals. Nina slowly grows more and more psychotic,
convinced that Lily is out to destroy her and steal her part, all
while she begins to painfully transform into the swan herself (or
so she thinks).

The sense of fear and insanity pumping throughout this
movie makes it one of the most challenging but ultimately
rewarding movie theater experiences in a long time. Portman’s
ballet dances, performed mostly on her own, are nothing short of
hypnotizing. The young actress put herself through her own
version of hell to prepare for the role and truly transform into the
character, going on extreme diets, training for up to eight hours
per day, and sacrificing a social life and most of life’s pleasures

for the entirety of the film’s shooting. Her hard work paid off, as
Portman is being touted as a virtual guarantee to win the Best
Actress Oscar this year, and her performance will serve as a how-
to for future generations of actors.

127 Hours (R)

The prospect of watching one character in one location on a
screen for nearly two hours doesn’t sound so appealing on paper.
How exciting could such a scenario possibly be? In the hands of
a dynamic actor and talented director, however, it can be pulled
off. In 127 Hours, from director Danny Boyle (Slumdog
Millionaire, Trainspotting), James Franco gives the performance
of his career as mountain climber and thrill-seeker, Aron Ralston.
Ralston’s story (in case you don’t know it, I’d suggest moving on
to the next review) is one that shocked and inspired millions. In
2003, while hiking in Utah, a boulder became dislodged,
crushing his right forearm and pinning it against the canyon wall.
Ralston had not told anyone of his hiking plans and knew no one
would be searching for him. He spends over five days rationing
one bottle of water and a minimal amount of food while
recording his final goodbyes to his family. A very drastic action
which most now are aware of allowed him to free his body from
the rock. /27 Hours shows us just what he went through, and
gives us a glimpse into his thoughts during the harrowing ordeal.

From the second the carefree Ralston gets stuck between a
rock and a hard place (pun obviously intended), audiences,
including myself, felt an extreme claustrophobia come over
them, as if they were in his exact position. Franco portrays
Ralston’s challenging ordeal with raw emotion, and even nails

his more humorous moments. There certainly wasn’t anything
funny about the climber’s situation, but spending all the time in
that one spot played games with his mind, to be sure. We are
shown Ralston’s various hallucinations, one of them involving
his desperate desire for just one sip of his Gatorade bottle, which
he unfortunately left in his truck. He begins to have flashbacks
about his family, and genuinely regrets that he hadn’t shown
them all the love they deserved. While we as Jews know this full
well, 127 Hours reinforces the fact that this life truly isn’t ours.
We must be grateful for every second of it, and every gift that
comes with it, most importantly our family and friends. Ralston’s
desire to continue his life, even at the cost of losing his arm, is
one of the most inspirational stories you will ever see on the big
screen.
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Eric’s Three to See

Inception (PG-13)

Inception is not only my number one movie of the year, it’s
quite possibly one of the best movies of the last decade. What's
fascinating about /nception is that the story can be told in a few
sentences, or not told at all. It’s so well-crafted crafted and so
brilliantly made that it is virtually immune to spoilers. If you
knew how it ended, it wouldn’t matter, unless you knew how it
got there. Does Christopher Nolan's long anticipated film (which
took 10 years to develop) deliver what we have been waiting for?
In one simple word: yes.

This film has the plot outline of a "dream within a dream",
but it is more complex than that. Leonardo Dicaprio plays Cobb,
a man who works with a team tasked with stealing corporate
secrets from the minds of executives while they are asleep. After
his first mission goes wrong, Saito (Ken Watanabe) who is the
"rich man" in the story, makes Cobb an offer he can’t refuse
(Godfather, anyone?). He wants Cobb to instead of stealing
secrets from someone while they’re asleep, to do the opposite,
and introduce an idea into the subjects mind while they are
asleep. Cobb has no choice to accept, as Saito offers him
redemption and freedom if he succeeds. This is where inception
starts.

The film is built around disregarding gravity and
architecture. Characters float around. Buildings are toyed with
like chess pieces. All of this is beautifully crafted by Nolan, who
shaped Inception to not only satisfy the viewer, but bring them
deep into his world.

The most remarkable sequence is the now infamous
"hallway scene". Seeing two of the characters defying gravity
effortlessly and realistically left me sitting back in astonishment
of the world Nolan created.

What’s truly amazing is that despite the fact that some
details of the plot are too difficult to understand, or too obscure
to comprehend on a first viewing, Nolan sells the emotion of the
film and the consequences visually. It’s just like our dreams —
even if we don’t fully grasp every detail of what has transpired,
we instinctively understand the basics of the experience.

L7

Kick-Ass (R)

For the sake of being as kosher as possible, I will be
referring to this movie simply as “KA”. KA was probably the
biggest shocker of 2010, and for a good reason. It tells story of
Dave Lizewski, who is an average high school teenager obsessed
with comic books. After witnessing one too many muggings in
his neighborhood, he asks the question many of us asked

ourselves when we were kids: Why can’t we be superheroes?
After being mugged himself, Dave decides to put on a elaborate
costume and mask and fight crime. Things do not go according to
plan and real life heroism, he learns, might not be the most
successful venture. However, after one incident where he shows
his true heroism, he finally "breaks in" to the super hero business
where he meets and is saved by Big Daddy (Nicolas Cage) and
Hit-Girl (Chloe Moretz); this is where the fun begins.

Hit-Girl was the breakout character of 2010. This pint-sized
11 year old Rambo/Bruce Lee reincarnation with a foul mouth
and martial arts mastery was the reason KA was such a hit.

What is great about KA is not the violence (which I can
assure you, it is very violent) or the language (of which there’s
abundance) but the realism of the story. Many comic book
movies tend to be films that have no basis in real life; a kid being
bitten by a radioactive spider (Spiderman)? A man who gets
angry and turns into a monster (The Incredible Hulk)? KA
rewrites the rule book on comic book movies. Anybody,
anywhere, can make a difference and become a “superhero”, at
least in their own sense.

The Fighter (R)

Christian Bale. I’'m sure many of you reading this have
heard of him before (The Dark Knight, Batman Begins,
Terminator Salvation). Many people feel Bale is an “overrated”
actor. I can assure you, Bale does not disappoint in The Fighter,
and I can say without hesitation that his performance was the
best of 2010. The Fighter tells the true story of boxer “Irish”
Micky Ward (Mark Wahlberg) and his brother Dicky Eklund,
who helped train him before going pro in the mid 1980s. This is a
strong piece of work that benefits from the passion the actors
gave to the film. Christian Bale is considered very likely to win
the Best Supporting Actor award, while Melissa Leo and Amy
Adams are front runners to be nominated for an Oscar.

Micky has idolized Dicky ever since he was a little kid.
Dicky, an erstwhile professional boxer himself, knocked down
Sugar Ray Leonard in a match, earning him the nickname “The
Pride of Lowell”. Shortly after his success however, Dicky falls
into a crack addiction that ends his career and damages
relationships with his family. Mickey’s huge family, led by his
manager/matriarch Alice (Leo), along with a gaggle of seemingly
unemployed sisters and half-sisters, hinder Mickey from living
up to his full potential and argue constantly with his new
bartender girlfriend, Charlene (Adams).

The film focuses more on the fighting between the family
members than what goes on in the ring; this is what made it such
a powerful film. Many people may consider their families to be
“dysfunctional.” The Fighter showed us that if this family can
pull together and work towards a common goal, any family can.
Other than being an enjoyable character-based sports drama that,
The Fighter is a must-watch purely for Bale’s performance, one
you will surely remember after leaving the theater.
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What to Eat? Where to Eat?

The Review Crew:

La Carne Grill

Jason Hakimian

_

Guest Critics: Simon Hakimian, Yasmine Rahmanan, Jasmine Dilmanian

There are very few meals that I actually look forward to these
days. After four years of living in the East Village of New York
City, my palette has gotten more action than a group of blondes
in Cabo.

I won’t even begin to hide the fact that I am an addicted

“foodie”. I’ve made every effort during my tenure as an
undergraduate architecture student to eat at all the finest spots
that this great city has to offer (always kosher, of course). I even
cook. In fact, I cook a lot (yes ladies — 22, single, great cook,
“famil-eh-khoob”, adores his mother...you get the picture). So
needless to say, when I was offered the opportunity to do a food
tasting and review for Megillah, my first inclination was to
request a dinner at the newest “big thing” in New York City’s
kosher culinary world: La Carne Grill.

What could be more perfect? A night out with great friends,
an array of perfectly crafted gourmet perfection, and an excuse to
not do any work for a night. My plan was flawless; I felt like an
authentic genius...that was, until the waiter brought the food to
the table. I should have just asked for lunch at Kosher Deluxe.

Let us start with the beginning of the night. My roommate,
Simon Hakimian, located a delightful little bar on the corner of
41% and 3" called La Biblioteca, where the drink of the house

was tequila and the happy hour runs until 7 pm. The head
bartender (who was conveniently referred to as “The Librarian”)
gave us the rundown on all the best tequila drink specials, as well
as their weekly tastings of the latest tequila.

This week, the tequila of the choice was Avion, and the
Vinny Chase look-a-like bartender was pouring shots for all the
pupils attending the library. My choice for night, however, was
the Hibiscus Tea Mojito. Delicious. While I may not be the
biggest drinker in the world, this potion could cause me to
reconsider (Sorry, mom...). I officially have a new favorite spot
to spend all future stressful work nights, broken hearts, and
happy occasions. Thank you, Librarian. Needless to say, we
needed a few more rounds of HTMs to form any sort of proper
evaluation, but eventually we decided it was in our mutual best
interest to move on to dinner.

Alas! La Carne. I heard wonders about this place: “The décor
is beautiful”, “The service and staff treat you like royalty”, “The
food is perfectly prepared and presented”, and my personal
favorite, “The best kosher restaurant in America!” So it was to
my surprise that when we walked into the restaurant (which by
the way, looks like it was decorated by Joe the Plumber), we
were left un-greeted for close to 10 minutes. Nevertheless, the
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loft-style space was charming and our table was nicely situated
near the balcony on the second floor, overlooking the impressive
wine rack. We informed our server for the night, Ricardo, that
we would be conducting a food tasting for a very highly
regarded, world famous magazine, Megillah. He politely nodded
his head (as if to say, “No, you will absolutely not be receiving
any free food tonight) and took our order.

The meal started with a series of appetizers which came
highly recommended at the likes our trusted waiter, Ricardo.
The appetizers of choice were the spicy tuna dip, sliders, and
crispy sweetbreads. We started with the tuna dip, which suitably
came with a bowl of guacamole/salsa and about 8 to 12 tortilla
chips.

The tuna was under salted and lacked real flavor but it was
edible. Unfortunately I was only about to manage about two
bites before the tortilla chips ran out and I had to resort to
smearing the tuna on stale table bread. The, sliders on the other
hand, were slightly better than their predecessor. They were

served as a variety of beef, chicken (which makes absolutely no
sense), and veal. At this point you may be asking, “Jay, why
don’t chicken burgers make sense? How can you say that? I love
chicken burgers.” Dear reader, burgers are about one thing and
one thing only: fat. It may sound unappetizing, but it’s true. Fat
is what makes meat taste good; there’s no other way to look at it.
If you don’t believe me, try grinding up some lean sandwich
steaks (ew) into patties and throwing them over a grill; just see
what happens.

That is why it was not to my surprise that while the lamb and
beef burgers were delicious, the chicken burgers were dry and
overcooked. I digress. The sweetbreads were next. If you aren’t
familiar with sweetbreads, Google it, it’s not what you think it is.
These particular sweetbreads were dusted in flour and fried until
crispy and delicious. I let the ladies at the table try the appetizer
and comment on how good it was before I told them what part of
the animal it came from (muhahaha).

At this juncture in our meal, myself and my good buddy
Simon decided it would be a wise idea to order one of the house-
special drinks that the ever-so-flamboyant Ricardo raved about;
the “fruit punch”. What showed up at the table 15 minutes later
was a nuclear-brown concoction of mismatching flavors and
uncomfortable texture (pulp?). It tasted horrible. We were
tempted to ask if they mix their drinks behind the sushi bar. The
awkwardly colored fruit punch turned out to be possibly the
biggest bust of the night...Good work, Ricardo.

The main courses were next. First up: Seared Branzino. Let
me just say, I was excited for this. I love fish. And I was
especially excited for this because, once again, Ricardo gave us
his signature “wink of approval” for this particular dish. How
should I put this properly...hmm.....It sucked. In fact, it sucked a
lot. It sucked so much that I don’t even want to talk about how
much it sucked. The ladies at the table didn’t hate it as much as I
did but, whatever, this is my review. It came drenched in a
generic white wine sauce that can also typically be found on a
cruise ship or airline.

The second dish was The Long Island Seared Duck. Duck
may not be the most popular meat in the world, but I think it is
probably the best tasting. The first thing I do at every wedding is
usually look for the duck station during the reception. Note to
engaged couples: good parties always include a duck station
(Great parties include multiple forms of duck). So when I saw
the seared duck option on the La Carne menu I didn’t hesitate to
make my order. The ladies at the table (Yasmine Rahmanan and
Jasmine Dilmanian) virtually begged me not to order it. Their
form of convincing me not to get it — sympathy: “What? Are you
kidding? How can you eat a duck? They are so cute, you jerk.”
But all that went away once little Daffy and Donald came to the
table sliced, juicy, and covered in a delicious sauce. While the
meat wasn’t cooked perfectly, it tasted wonderful (especially
right after the fish — anything would taste wonderful after that
fish). The skin was seared and crispy while the inside stayed
moist.

But nothing prepared us for what came to the table next,
Japanese short ribs. How good was this dish? This dish was so
good that if the restaurant had spontaneously caught fire, I would
safely consider saving a plate of it before I would one of the
three friends I was sitting with. It was so good that I would leave
my own wedding to have it for dinner. It was so good that I
would even think about coming back to this restaurant, just to
have it again. Awesome (fatty) pieces of BBQ beef ribs, tossed
around in a sauce that would bring anyone happily to their knees.
Utter perfection in a plate.

The last dish of the night was the Delmonico steak — the
restaurant’s “signature dish”. Considering the hype for this dish
(it was highlighted with bold font on the menu) and the price tag,
the Delmonico ended up being a major let down. We were
expecting the same perfection that came before it. What we got
was an overcooked piece of beef which, in turn, was dried out
and depressed. How can you overcook a $60 piece of meat?
Was the chef kicking back some of those fruit punch cocktails
when he should have been watching my steak? Hayf. The best
part of this plate of food ended up being the roasted bone
marrow, which was served next to the steak.

Ultimately, La Carne Grill is not much more than a decent
steakhouse overhyped by a small community of people who are
perhaps deceived by a nicely presented plate and probably don’t
know what they are talking about when it comes to food. The
Meat-and-Potatoes bunch will love this place. But, if you so
happen to have the slightest sense of culinary knowledge, you
will find all the holes you can in this fake manifestation of
gourmet.
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The Eccentric Corner:

What about “Love”?

By: Michael M. Mardkha

The pure purpose of this article is an attempt to make you chuckle, grin, or raise an eyebrow. It
has no bearing on politics, religion, finance, etc., and has no philosophical value whatsoever. It
is merely a five minute escape into the pure world of eccentric facts. Enjoy!

I was driving my car the other day and listening to the radio
and a song came on: “Bleeding Love” by Leona Lewis. So, I
changed the channel and they were playing “Crazy in Love” by
Beyoncé. Okay, I am not in that mood right now. I flipped again
to some other arbitrary channel on my XM radio and they were
playing “Everybody in Love” by JLS. Alright, this is getting
annoying now. I flipped again and there it was: “I Will Always
Love You” by Whitney Houston. By now, I am really frustrated.
I switched to my MP3 collection loaded in the car and behold
there was Madonna playing “Justify My Love”. Now, I have a
strong belief in the multiple coincidence theory but this was
ridiculous. I turned off my entire sound system and listened to
the sound of my car’s tires, but by then I had this “love” thing
implanted in my head and couldn’t get it out and I am thinking
something along the lines of “My tires are hugging the road
lovingly”.

Do you have any idea how many songs have the word “love”
in their title? After some research I found about 150 songs that
fit that description and I only went back to the ‘40s. For
example, we have “Secret Love” by Doris Day (who?) and
“Young Love” by Tab Hunter, don’t forget Elvis Presley’s
famous “Love Me Tender” and the Beatles “Love Me Too”.
How about “Baby Love” by the Supremes and if you put sugar
on that you get “Sugar Baby Love” by Rubettes and “Everlasting
Love” by, you guessed it, Love Affair.

We have “Hot Love” by T Rex and “Puppy Love” by Donny
Osmond (remember the Osmonds?) and “Young Love” by Tab
Hunter. Off course everyone knows you “Can’t Buy Me Love”
by the Beatles and “You Can’t Hurry Love” by the Supremes
who were infatuated with this subject because they also sang
“Stop! In The Name of Love” and “Love Child” and “Where Did
Our Love Go”. Did you know you can be “Prisoner of Love” by
Perry Como which puts you on a “Love Rollercoaster” by the
Ohio Players and can leave you with a “Love Hangover” by
Diana Ross?

Remember Tom Cruise in the movie Top Gun when he was
trying to serenade Kelly McGillis (trust me on this, air combat
instructors don’t look like her) with the help of Anthony Edwards
and the entire bar? The song they sang was “You’ve Lost That
Lovin’ Feelin’” by Righteous Brothers. Although she claimed
she loved that song I think it was his flying abilities (wink wink)
that got to her by the end of the movie.

There are quite a few “Silly Love Songs” by Paul McCartney
and others like “Part-Time Lover” by Stevie Wonder who also
sang “I Just called To Say I Love You”; Robert Palmer sang
“Addicted To Love”, and how about “Higher Love” by Steve
Winwood? Because everyone knows anything that is “Higher”
must be better by definition. There are many more silly love
songs like “How Deep Is Your Love” by the BeeGees who
weren’t done with the silly love songs and also sang “Love You
Inside Out”, and the list goes on and on.

Sometimes the length of Love is on question like “Forever
Love” by Gary Barlow and “Endless Love” by Diana Ross and
Lionel Richie and “I Will Always Love You” by Whitney
Houston and “You'll Never Stop Me Loving You” by Sonia and
“I Just Can't Stop Loving You” by Michael Jackson and “Will
You Love Me Tomorrow” by the Shirelles, and yet another one,
“Long Live Love” by Sandie Shaw, and lastly, “Love Takes
Time” by Mariah Carey.

Another favorite theme is different people that are in love as
in “Everybody In Love” by JLS or “A Woman In Love” by
Frankie Lane and “Tell Laura I Love Her” by Ricky Valence or
“Do You Love Me” by Brian Poole and The Tremeloes, “Be My
Love” by Mario Lanza and another one “To Know Him, Is To
Love Him” by the Teddy Bears and “To Sir with Love” by Lulu
(theme song to the movie), “This Guy's In Love With You” Herb
Alpert and who can forget that cute Partridge family who kept
singing “I Think I Love You” every week on their TV show
while we were turning blue listening.

Love songs can be powerful as in “The Power of Love” by
Huey Lewis and The News (also sang by Celine Dion) or can be
glorious as in “Glory Of Love” by Peter Catera, it can be playful
like “Love Bites” by Def Leppard, groovy as in “Groovy Kind of
Love” by Phil Collins, visionary as in “Vision of Love” by
Mariah Carey, very deep as in “How deep Is Your Love” by
Take That. You know “You Give Love a Bad Name” by Bon
Jovi if you ask “The One That You Love” by Air Supply. And
of course, there’s the eternal “I Want to Know What Love Is” by
Foreigners.

Perhaps my personal favorite in this long list is “I Love Rock
'n Roll” by Joan Jett and the Blackhearts, which actually has
nothing to do with love except for its title. I think I am going to
listen to talk radio and comedy channels on my XM radio from
now on so that I can spare you from more articles like this.
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What's Great About Us!

(No, Seriously)

Jasmine Dilmanian

Since I started venting my criticisms of this community in
Megillah a few years ago, many of my LIRR rides that would
have otherwise been peaceful, albeit excruciatingly boring, were
riddled with complaints. Woven in with much-appreciated praise
for mocking people’s moms’ wholesale shopping habits have
been some remarks along the lines of the following:

e [ can’t understand what you’re writing. What thesaurus
do you use?

e I understand what you’re writing but I don’t like it. And
you’re wrong.

e My mom and mamanjoon can’t understand what you’re
writing.

®  You chose the wrong audience, buddy.

e Take your superiority complex elsewhere (not in so
many words, but I see it in your eyes).

e There was a tense error in paragraph three. Who edits
this stuff?

e Why are you spilling your guts out in such a public
forum? (Oh, but Facebook is a lot more private.)

e  Why don’t you write about this? Or this? Or how about
this?

e You're too liberal.
hugger.

You’re a feminist. You’re a tree

To many of these I have smiled, nodded, or argued to the
bitter end. To others, | have acknowledged that that the person is
absolutely right and proceeded to offer him or her my job (which,
by the way, is still up for grabs!).

The most common issue people seem to have, though, is
merely the following:

Stop complaining so much! Why can’t you see the good in
this community?

And so, to appease all of you out there who can hear my
whiny voice a bit too loudly through the text, and so my own
social life can stand a fighting chance, I will now embark on a
Viewpoints special horn-tooting edition: What’s great about us!

To begin, I'd like to point out that contrary to an
uncomfortably popular belief, I do not hate the community.
Much of the time, if someone is critical of something, it means
that the person genuinely cares about it. I have a vested interest
in making this community better because I was born into it and
so were most of the people I know, whether we like it or not, so
why not try to make the best of it?

Also, anyone who expresses a negative opinion on Mashadi
matters should not be reduced to a miserable, cynical wretch of a
human being who only sees the evil in things. Some people just
like to give their thoughts some fresh air.

Both for the community members who are head over heels
with Mashadi life in Great Neck and for the those who have
sworn it off in favor of the swanky SoHo scene, it is paramount
to acknowledge the various benefits that this community
provides. Of course, I will be ignoring many of the implications
and consequences that result from them, but I’'m going for
strictly positives here.

First, there is the ease of dissemination of information.
Gossip and ridicule aside, it often helps that word travels fast. If
someone has a baby, the sex, name, and eye color have been
broadcasted to all of your family and friends before the child is
halfway out of the womb. (By the way, you know, those blue
eyes will probably turn brown. Sorry, it happens to the best of
‘em!)

Although some might not be on board with this as a plus, you
must admit that it’s a lot easier than having to individually call
everyone and repeat the news, which is something ‘“normal
people” actually have to worry about. The same goes for the
date of a basketball game, candle lighting times for a holiday, or
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the location of a Bar Mitzvah because you threw out your card
“by accident”.

The community also provides a natural setting that is ideal for
networking and socializing. = Even before Facebook and
Craigslist, getting a job was as easy as, “Hey, my uncle needs a
salesman! No resumé required!” Likewise, business owners will
usually trust a fellow community member over a stranger, and
thus feel better about employing one. We have plenty of parties,
as long as I’'m in back-patting mode, I’ll throw in the fact that the
MYC regularly throws successful events that bring the youth
together and create professional and personal relationships that
are often life-altering.

And here’s one you probably didn’t even notice. Think of the
guy who finished your basement. Or your wedding caterer. Or
the hotel you stayed at in Vermont over Thanksgiving. What do
Mr. Zeng, Lederman Caterers, and The Grand Summit all have in
common? They’ve all been Mashadi-tested, tried and true.
Leave it to this community to find the best handyman at the
cheapest price with the most convenient hours.  Imagine you
had to go about finding your own kosher caterer with only the
Yellow Pages at your disposal. There is a certain baseline level
of tolerance for service that we tend not to dip below. So, we dig
to find anything above that baseline, bargain until our asthma
starts acting up, and voila, your weekend trip is booked without
any mysteries or hassles.

In sadder times, like in the unfortunate case of a death, the
grieving family does not have to move a muscle when it comes to
funeral arrangements and other related services. Everything is
planned and confirmed within minutes; the Rabbis and

community leaders will always be there to console the bereaved
and lead prayer services. This is truly a blessing for us, as most
people can only dream of having everything taken care of so
quickly in their time of loss.

During personal financial crises, there are resources and
funds within the community that are able to help those in need
without compromising privacy. Grants and loans are given for
higher education, community trips to Israel, and other beneficial
programs. We participate in AIPAC and the Salute to Israel
Parade annually. Our rabbis offer personal advice and
counseling for a variety of situations and all community
members are welcome to take advantage of the resources at their
disposal. Furthermore, the community as a whole runs and
contributes to many Chessed organizations and other charities
and drives.

There are a whole host of reasons why people are drawn to
stay in this community, whether it be our synagogue that runs
solely on volunteer donations and no membership fees, a youth
center that provides all types of classes and activities both
religious and secular, or a safety net both emotionally and even
monetarily in times of need. Children are provided with a high
level of stability and we all enjoy a sense of belonging that can
be found in few other places. As many problems that exist
among us from the core to the outskirts, I must concede all of the
good that comes of the UMJCA’s various efforts. So, next time
you see me on the train, please write your comment on an index
card and submit it through the slot in the side of my bag!

DR. MINOO DILMANIAN

Family Dentistry
Orthodontics

Obilobd gise 553
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The Twilight Saga:
A Hindrance to Feminism?

Michelle Hackman

Editor’s Note: This article was published in the May, 2010
issue of Guide Post, Great Neck North High School’s newspaper,
for which Michelle is the opinion columnist.

Last week, my cousin asked me whether I would watch a
trailer for the latest movie from the Twilight saga. 1 consented,
vaguely remembering the plots that had at one point — perhaps
while in middle school — interested me. But after watching the
preview and interrogating my cousin, I knew one thing for
certain: the fact that this series has captivated the nation’s
attention beyond all others frightens me.

The books, three of which sold 6.5 million copies before the
capstone fourth was released, revolve around Bella Swan’s love
interest, the “sculpted”, “incandescent”, “scintillating”, and
“glittering” vampire, Edward Cullen. Many critics credit the
character’s unique position and immortal mystique for the series’
phenomenal success.

What they don’t discuss, however, is the potentially
dangerous role that Edward plays as the “perfect guy”. Edward,
who has never fallen in love before, sneaks through Bella’s
window each night to nuzzle her to sleep. Sex is out of the
question, as he is frightened that he will hurt her, in the height of
passion, with his super strength. But whenever the two face
danger, Bella is always the victim of another’s wrath, and
Edward is always the one to save her. This view of women
popularizes their image as sexually fragile, weak and dependent,
and runs counter to the goals Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem, and
other feminists set more than forty years ago.

By the 1980s, the feminist movement fizzled to a halt,
brought to its demise by the radicalized image of humorless
women burning their bras in protest. Still, without a movement to
back them, women quietly continued to make gains. Over 60
percent of college graduates are now female and increasing
numbers of women have become doctors, lawyers, Wall Street
executives, and scientists. Still, in objective terms, society does
not value women as it does their male counterparts. To this day,
women are paid only 76 cents to each man’s dollar despite the
passage of the Equal Pay Act of 1963. Even President Obama
spoke of “equal pay for equal work™ in his 2010 State of the
Union address.

Certain high-profile women, such as Sandra Day O’Connor,
Madeleine Albright, and Hillary Clinton may give the country
the false impression that women’s work is done and that gender
equality has been achieved, just as many Americans think racism
has been eradicated with the election of a black no capital man to
the nation’s highest office.

“I don’t think about gender tensions while reading or
watching the movies,” Melissa Levi, a fan of the Twilight series,
told me. “If there weren’t vampires involved, it might bother me

— but since there are vampires, it doesn’t bother me. It’s so
unrealistic.”

Melissa’s claim simply cannot hold true. If Bella has fallen
in love with a creature that is larger-than-life, her complacent
nature still shines through. Her role in the novels represents a
continued desire for women to remain demure and devoid of
characteristics that are still perceived as inherently masculine.
The fact that this series finds its base of support in young
women, then, must mean that such characteristics — even now —
seem acceptable to the nation’s next generation of women.

The anti-feminist backlash would not be so antithetical if we
weren’t now living with many of its relics. Nicole Tirakian, for
example, is one of the school’s premier athletes and the holder of
numerous awards. If you were to ask her whether she considers
herself a feminist, however, she would say: “Women have equal
rights, so I don’t get why we need to hold signs about it.

Nicole was not aware when she dismissed feminism that her
athletic success is due to a 1972 law, Title IX of the Education
Amendments Act. Passed at the height of the women’s
movement and popularly known as “Title IX,” the law banned
gender discrimination in most educational institutions, and
specifically provided federal funding for women’s athletics.
“That bothers me,” she said in reaction to my explanation of the
history behind Title IX. “A lot of girls I know can run faster and
shoot better hoops than guys can. They shouldn’t be stopped
from playing just because they’re girls.”

“Young women who are critical of the work of feminists,”
said [high school teacher] Ms. Babkes, “don’t recognize that they
are the beneficiaries of the gains that were made by the women
they criticize.”

Perhaps the reason for this dichotomy — and the explanation
for our current stalemate — is the lack of education about gender
equality and the women’s rights movement. We celebrate Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day each year to commemorate the civil rights
movement and to remind ourselves how far we have come as a
society.

If young women were made more aware of women’s quality
of life prior to major feminist movements, they would reconsider
the roles they now occupy and could begin to reshape the roles
they want to hold in the future. Perhaps, then they would choose
a better role model than Bella Swan.

“When I really think about it,” Nicole ultimately told me, “I
think I am a feminist.”

Michelle Hackman currently is a high school senior and plans
to attend Yale University in the fall. She is available for tutoring
in any subject, and can be reached at (516) 242-6767.
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The Publication of “Megillah” is made
possible by the generous contributions of our
supporters.

Megillah would like to thank all of those who
responded to our request in the past issues by
sending in their contributions. The names of
contributors appear below in alphabetical
order within each category. Contributions of
350 or more will be recognized for one year
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Lili Zarabi, MS, CSP
Psychologist
516-492-8511

Living a meaningful life
Social skill groups
Counseling

Increasing self- worth
Parenting workshop
Coping with anxiety/depression
Organization skills for students
Complete Evaluation
Relationships and wellness
Anger management
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Vasectomy
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THE PRIME MINISTER

Jerusalem, 28 April 1973

Dear Mr. Kashamnian,

I am very pleased to learn that you have accepted our cordial invitation to
participate actively in the Third Economic Conference, a central event in
Israel's Twenty-fifth Anniversary Year. This historic milestone, marking a
quarter of a century of Israel's reestablishment, is a remarkable tribute to
the power of a people's faith and dedication, as expressed over the preceding
nineteen centuries. Though Israel's path to peace and prosperity has not
been an easy one, We have great cause to celebrate the unique accomplishments
of our restored statehood, and to plan together for our economic future.

Next to peace itself, economic development and social progress are major
Israeli goals. Your active role in the transfer of capital, technology and
operational know-how furthers the universal aim of all men who wish to see a
prospering Israel in a world of cooperation and flourishing trade. We have
learned and can yet learn much from our good friends from overseas. Your
personal involvement can help make Israel an economic and social model for
others.

1 Took forward to greeting you personally, on May 27, in Jerusalem, the
symbol of the highest aspirations of the Jewish people and of mankind. Out
of our meeting, new dimensions in our mutual cooperation, for the good of
all involved and for Israel, should flourish and grow.
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ISRAE

Development Corporation for

Israel

L. BONDS

Mashadi Friends of Israel Bonds
INTRODUCING:

ISRAEL BONDS TZEDAKA BOXES

All donations collected through
these boxes will be used to purchase
ISRAEL BONDS
to benefit the
Charity Fund of Mashadi Jewish Center -
Shaare Shalom Synagogue

For information, or to order these
Tzedaka Boxes for your home or office
call: (917) 771-3865

Israel Bonds are the most valuable gift

we can give for any occasion
Support Israel — Buy Israel Bonds
212-446-5853 * 212-446 -5876
Minimum Investment $100 www.israelbonds.com

Member FINRA, SIPC
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Sub Specialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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Retina Fellowship from
University of Texas at Dallas With oo

Retina Group PC
1800-559-5594

www.RetinaGroupPC.com

Dr. Jeremy Chess Dr. David Haft Dr. Navid Hakimian

Westchester Center Bronx Center Long Island
6 Xavier Drive, Suite 710 2221 Boston Road 1915 New Hyde Park Road
Yonkers, NY 10704 Bronx, NY 10467 New Hyde Park, NY 11042

(914) 376-2273 (718) 798-3030 (516) 775-6641
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