Philanthropy

Mehran Etessami

American billionaires, Bill Gates and Warren Buffett, who had
each declared long ago that they would be giving away most of
their wealth to charity in their lifetime, decided to start a campaign
to encourage other billionaires to do the same. In June of 2010,
they founded the Giving Pledge campaign, an effort to encourage
the wealthiest people in the U.S. to make a commitment to give at
least fifty percent of their wealth to charitable causes. By the end
of 2010, 57 billionaires had signed the pledge. By now, the list has
grown to 69 billionaires who have together pledged to give over
$125 billion of their wealth.

More than half of those first fifty-seven individuals or couples
who made this pledge were Jews. In fact, five of the top six
charitable givers in America in 2010 were Jewish. Among them
was New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who gave $279
million of his fortune to charity in 2010.

Throughout history, Jews have always had a very strong
tradition of giving to charity. There are many cultural and
religious reasons for this tradition of giving. The Torah and Jewish
religious teachings mandate Jews to care for those in need, and to
dedicate a portion of their income each year to charity. Over the
centuries, even many Jews who were not very observant had
internalized the belief that their wealth was obtained by the grace
and blessing of G-d, and that it would be wrong to selfishly hold
on to it tightly and not contribute meaningfully to their community
and to society at large.

Jewish history also teaches Jews to have a better perspective of
the future and to know that wealth comes and goes and cannot last
forever, but major acts of charity can have a great impact on
society and leave behind a great legacy for the giver. That is why
many times throughout history, when good Jews attained great
wealth, they have given generously to make sure their prosperity
Serves a greater purpose.

Our own Mashadi Jewish Community would not be where it is
today, and perhaps would not have survived if it wasn’t because of
the great sense of charity and self-sacrifice of our forefathers. Our
community has always benefitted from people who gave amazing
amounts of their time, money, and resources to help advance the
entire community. The fact that our immigrant community was
able to establish itself so quickly in America and build several
synagogues is a testament to the great sense of generosity of our
men and women.

Each year, the list of top 100 charitable givers in America has a
disproportionate number of Jews. The youngest Jewish mega-
donor in 2010 was Mark Zuckerberg, the founder of Facebook,
who donated $100 million of his wealth.

You might think that with all this giving by American Jews,
Jewish charitable organizations in America must be swimming in
money and able to take on any challenge. Unfortunately, that is
not the case. A great majority of money donated by American
Jews does not go to Jewish causes at all. In fact, some of the
biggest charitable donors hardly ever give any money to Jewish
charities. George Soros, for example, who in 2010 gave away over
$300 million of his money, only gave a very small proportion of
this money to overtly Jewish causes. He gave one million to
World ORT, a Jewish educational organization, but most of his
money is donated to non-Jewish causes, and sometimes even to
dubious, anti-Israel organizations.

All of Mark Zuckerberg’s $100 million was donated toward
improving public schools in New Jersey, but none to any Jewish
cause or institution.

It is hard to know the psychological reasons behind it, but it
seems like many times, Jewish givers mistrust their own
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community’s organizations. Perhaps this is because they look at
them from too close a vantage point. In their own minds, they
amplify every mistake and every instance of wasteful spending by
their own community’s charities. But, they are willing to
completely overlook the great overhead and administrative
expenses of other charitable organizations that are not so close to
their own homes. It is still much better to give and to have a
personality with a disposition for giving, than to not give. But the
fact that so many wealthy Jews avoid supporting their own is
troubling and shows a growing disconnect from their community.

Of course, this is not always the case. Thankfully, there are
still many Jewish philanthropists who give generously to help
needy Jews, Jewish institutions, and Israel. One example is the
$20 million donation of Stephen and Nancy Grand to Technion
University. Hedge fund manager, William Ackman, Cleveland car
dealer, Lee Seidman, Qualcomm founder, Irwin Jacobs, and Merck
Pharmaceutical executive Charles Kaufman were also among the
great major givers to various Jewish causes in 2010.

Closer to home, a Great Neck house of worship had to go
through major renovations and expansion a few years ago, and had
borrowed seven million dollars from the bank. They desperately
needed to raise the money to pay off this debt. One family stepped
forward and issued a challenge to all other members. In September
2009, this family generously offered up to $3.5 million, matching
every other member’s donation dollar for dollar, in order to retire
the entire debt to the bank. Within 16 months, over 500 of their
members donated the $3.5 million, and the seven million was
entirely raised and paid back to the bank.

This house of worship was Temple Beth El of Great Neck, and
the one philanthropist who pledged the large sum and helped his
Temple raise the money they needed was Leonard Litwin and his
family. After a terrible fire in 2001, Temple Beth EIl went through
the costly construction and expansion that had forced them to take
out such a big loan.

Our community’s synagogues and boards are also going
through tough times. Our debt is high and available funds are low.
Our Central Board has to struggle to be able to support the great
programs and causes of the Mashadi Jewish Community.

But imagine what great shape we will be in when the great
philanthropists of our community emerge! If one member of
Temple Beth El is willing to give $3.5 million to help out his
fellow Temple members, then can you imagine what our
community’s big givers will one day give? Our community’s
philanthropists will not just be giving to help out the Synagogue
they happen to be a member of. They will be giving to benefit the
community they are bound to and interconnected with, like a close
family. They will be giving to advance a family with a common
inspiring history and with a shared future.

When our community’s philanthropists give to support our
charitable institutions, they will know that they are not just
supporting their Synagogues, but rather investing in the future of
their own children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. They
will know that the only way to guarantee to safeguard the great
miraculous legacy and traditions of our wonderful Jewish
community is by helping our institutions financially.

There is no doubt that our community’s philanthropists will
emerge and will help propel us into the future as a proud, united,
observant, and Zionist Jewish community; a community of people
who will always be great contributors to their own, other Jews, the
State of Israel, and to American society.
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One Year Programs in Israel

Rabbi Yosef Bitton

Over the past few years, following the trend set by Jewish Day
Schools in America, many students from our community have gone to
study in Israel for a year upon graduating from High School. The
students, both boys and girls, are offered a variety of Yeshivot
(Institutions of Higher Jewish Studies) to spend a year learning about
Judaism and appreciating the life and traditions of Israeli society from
a closer perspective.

I personally love this program. Presently, I have a daughter
studying for a year in Israel, and I have previously sent all four of my
older children to a One Year Program in Isracl. As a parent and
educator I realize how much the year in Israel has helped my children
to mature, to refine their characters and personalities and to develop
their love for Judaism and Medinat Israel. In one year they
accomplished so much, in terms of their knowledge, and personality
formation. When kids come back from this program, they tend to be
more appreciative of what they have at home. They become less
materialistic. They care less about the outside and more about the
inside. Their ideas are shaped into ideals.

Teenagers normally distance themselves emotionally from their
parents, just to be able to come back to them out of their own free
choice as adults. It is a natural coming back as young adults to the
loving family and its values. The year in Israel, in my personal
experience, was very instrumental for my kids, as it allowed them to
find who they want to be and become: proud members of the Jewish
People and the State of Israel.

Our community’s implicit support for the year in Israel is very
natural. Zionism — unconditional love, involvement and support for
Medinat Israel — is a cornerstone value of our community. The impact
this one year has in our youth is also part of a legacy of Jewish identity
that our community wholeheartedly supports and encourages.

Many parents, however, have expressed to me their discontent and
hesitations about the prospective of the Yeshiva experience for their
children. They are afraid or even “terrified” that their children might
undergo too radical a transformation. They have heard stories from
other parents about major transformations of their children, religious
extremism, etc.

I think these doubts and concerns are absolutely valid and need to
be addressed.

The Valid Fears of an Extreme Makeover

When making the decision of sending children to Israel, parents
need to become better informed about the institution they are sending
their son or daughter to. This is why in the following lines I will try to
explain briefly what parents should know about the various options in
Israel. I will refrain from naming institutions (I will gladly do that, in
a one-to-one personal conversation), and focus on the general issues:

There are many different Yeshivot in Israel.

Beyond ideology, I believe that the most important point the
parents should be aware of is what to expect when their children come
back. Most Yeshivot train and encourage the students to be integrated
back into their own community upon returning to New York, inspiring
others and sharing their new knowledge and renewed love for Israel
with friends and family members. I have seen students who return to
our community and get involved as volunteers in every possible way:
in Jewish education, chesed projects, Israel advocacy, etc.

A few other Yeshivot, however, might train the students to
practice a sort of isolationism, and as a consequence, when the
students come back they tend to avoid their former circle of friends,
their community, and even their family. This is because instead of

wanting to inspire others positively, these students are now afraid of
being influenced negatively by others. Upon returning from a year in
Israel, the students who attend one of these types of Yeshivot, might
feel an urge to distance themselves from their community, friends, and
family.

Allow me to elaborate: Most Yeshivot are really great places to
study Judaism and to practice middot tobot, good qualities, kindness
(chesed) and voluntarism, which really enhance the characters and
personalities of young students. But a few Yeshivot, the ba’ale
Teshuba type, which also offer one year programs, are meant to be a
sort of spiritual-rehab-center, and are aimed more specifically at
young Jewish boys and girls coming from families that are entirely
disconnected from Judaism.

The goal and strategy of these types of Yeshivot, is to generate a
total personality-makeover of the student.  Inculcating Torah
knowledge or attaining character refinement is not their first priority.
They are focused on generating a religious metamorphosis of the
student, a near-conversion process or a virtual personality re-birth.
Part of this deep psychological process is to subliminally encourage
the student to break away from his irreligious or dysfunctional
environment, for fear of a relapse. When the student goes back home,
they make sure he maintains himself ‘protected’ and isolated by extra
Halakhic stringencies and by a relationship of permanent consultation
and unreserved compliance to his mentor Rabbis.

Sending our youth to these Yeshivot would be like giving the right
medicine to the wrong patient. These Yeshivot are very effective in
what they do. And most probably, at the end of the process, a young
impressionable boy or girl from our community might end up viewing
the religious values of his/her own community and family as part of a
past that he should now renegade from. Therefore, instead of
integrating back into the community and inspiring love for Israel and
sharing his knowledge of Judaism with other community peers; his
stringencies, his misplaced fears, his compulsion for isolationism and
the rejection of his own family values, will probably become a factor
of disunion in the family and in the community. If this has happened
in our community (and it has happened, more than once) it is only
because the parents were completely unaware of the nature of the
Yeshiva they were sending their children to!

Misinformed Parents + Misinformed Rabbis = Ooops..

For some Rabbis from these Israeli Yeshivot, it is extremely
challenging to make sense of our community's religious make-up.
From the outside, they cannot figure “us” out. The vast majority of
our community attends Synagogue every Shabbat... but a Rabbi might
focus just on our parking-lot. When out of town, an average
community member will drive 45 minutes to find a Kosher
restaurant... but a rabbi might observe that he is not wearing a Kippa.
Most of our young women attend the Mikve regularly... but a rabbi
might concentrate on the issue of them not dressing like typical very
religious women.

Rabbis, and other religious leaders or teachers, might perceive our
community as a sort of contradictory ‘“non-observant-Orthodox-
congregation.” 1 believe this perception is generated by the
unsophisticated worldview which asserts that Jews are simply divided
into two absolute categories: ‘frum’ and ‘non-frum’. The ‘non-frum’
Jew is generally an atheist guy, who works on Shabbat, eats non-
kosher meat, and does not even care about Chametz in Pesach.
Whereas the “frum” Jew wears a Kippa at all times, and the females
dress with strict “tzniut.” From the outside, one might have a
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superficial and partial view of our community, and conclude that most
of our members do not really fit into the “frum” category. Somehow,
or perhaps inevitably, this message will be conveyed, directly or
subliminally, to our own youth. If one of the young members of our
community comes under the influence of a religious leader with these
views, these educators would feel morally obligated to ‘save’ the souls
of our young boys and girls, and will do whatever is within their
power to protect and alienate them from a “non-frum” environment
and congregation. I do believe that these devoted Rabbis (many of
them would volunteer numerous hours to keep in constant contact with
their disciples via email or phone, while the process of isolationism
takes place) act out of a genuinely good and pure intention. Their only
mistake is that they misread or have no clue about the values,
traditions and human make-up of our community.
The Good News

The good news is that what I described above happens only with a
handful of Yeshivot, which are easily identifiable. The way to insure
that your children will have a most positive and successful year of
learning, growing and becoming more acquainted with Judaism and
Israeli society, is very uncomplicated and it is absolutely in the hands
of the parents: Simply put, responsible parents should know exactly
where they are sending their kids for one of the most important years
of their lives! They need to make sure that the Institution they send
their kids respects, and will encourage their child to respect his
community, his traditions, and his parents.

The parents should know that it is not enough to talk to the
Yeshiva reps, when they come to promote their institutions. Parents
should seek help to evaluate the correct Yeshiva for their child.
Parents should consult with objective professionals, teachers or rabbis,
who know about the Yeshiva-world and what kind of Institution will
be the best fit for a young member of the Mashadi community. (I
would never dare to go to 47th street and invest 15,000 dollars in a
diamond, unless I extensively consult with somebody I trust, who has
vast experience in the diamond industry!)

Many parents, who have sent their child to the wrong Yeshiva for
their son or daughter, come to me looking for advice and a magical
deprogramming formula when their children are back from Israel.
These parents have admitted to me that they had no clue about the
contents and goals of the Yeshiva they sent their child to. At the time
of making that decision, many parents just gave up to the pressure of
their children, who are insisting in going to an institution which might
not be the right one for them, just because their friends are going there.

The Bad News

It gets even worse when the parents make an educational decision
based in their negotiation skills. The bad news is the tuition! The
Yeshivot I'm describing, the ba’ale-teshuba type Yeshivot, are the
less expensive and the more accommodating in terms of financial aid.
Therefore, they are the most tempting, when you ignore all the other
factors except tuition.

Too many parents just look at the tuition when they choose a
Yeshiva. This is the decision making scenario parents have described
to me: their son or daughter mentions Yeshiva “A” as one of the
options. The parent meets the representative of Yeshiva A, and he
sees that he is a nice, cool guy. The main question is tuition then.
“15,000 a year”, the rep offers. The father knows that other
Institutions cost 18,000 or 20,000, so he smells a very good deal. He
offers 10,000 and at the end, they compromise with a Jewish number:
13,000! And, voila, the deal is closed! Everyone is happy!

This explains why so many parents have sent their children to
those few Yeshivot. But sure enough, when their son or daughter
comes back, the parents realize their mistake. They have saved 7,000
dollars to have had their own child turned against them!

Parents should know that the better the Yeshiva is, the more
expensive it will be. And unless your son or daughter is an honor

follows, or at least respects”.

student and/or he comes with tons of recommendations, the tuition for
the best Yeshivot will be on the higher end.

Perhaps the most important point about admissions is that like Ivy-
League colleges, the better the Yeshivot, the more selective they are
with the students they admit. They check the families, the student’s
recreational habits and psychological profile; and they consult with
community Rabbis and teachers before accepting them. This profiling,
of course, makes it more likely that students attending those Yeshivot
come from and to a healthy environment.

Other Yeshivot are less selective or, for the most part, the ba’alei
Teshuba type are virtually non-selective, because they trust that their
makeover-methods will eventually change the personality of the child,
no matter which family’s dysfunction or psychological issues the
candidate might be coming from. When you send your son or
daughter to a Yeshiva or to any boarding institution, you must be
completely aware of their criteria for admission. Because, the
students they admit, will end up being the roommates and friends of
your own son or daughter!

I don’t pretend to tell parents where their children should go and
where they should not. Perhaps, some parents might feel that their
child needs a personality makeover. That should be the parents
decision. But I feel responsible to encourage parents to be more
informed at the time they make this critical decision.

My Recommendations

I suggest that our community’s authorities take a more active role
in this critical matter, in a way that will help the parents and our youth
to make a very successful and positive experience from the year in
Israel. We should first identify which Yeshivot and Institutions are
naturally more appreciative of our traditions and more compatible with
our community’s values. Once these institutions are identified, we
should build a relationship with them, inviting their Rabbis to visit our
community. This way, they can see “us” first hand and have on inside
view of the unique nature and character of our community.

We need to realize that our community’s pluralistic composition
does not make sense to many outsider Rabbis, and therefore they
probably misread us. Most other synagogues are hashkafa-centered,
i.e. composed of Jews from various origins, who come together to a
congregation because they share a common religious-philosophy
(=hashkafa) and because they hold the same level of religious
observance. Our community is not hashkafa-centered, but ethnically-
centered. Our families come from a unique ethnic background. And
then, there is the Mashadi Minhag: the “broad common level of
religious observance and basic traditions who virtually everyone
Additionally, a big part of the
uniqueness of our community is that people holding different religious
philosophies and diverse levels of observance, esteem and accept each
other, sit together in Kanissa every Shabbat, pray together, and marry
each other. What our community’s members share with each other,
outweighs and is more meaningful than what they do not. Many
rabbis outside our congregation fail to perceive the Jewish strength of
our community. They don’t see the broad common denominator of
religious values across the community and the rich legacy of traditions
that virtually all members of our community embrace.

If the Rabbis who direct these programs would spend some time in
our community, they would understand our community's religious
make-up, culture, traditions and Minhaguim. Then, they will be better
equipped to educate our youth accordingly.

Once the shidukh between our community and these Yeshivot is
established, I’'m confident our community will officially promote and
encourage all the parents of high school graduates to send their
children to a successful, positive and productive One Year Program in
Israel. This will be, in my opinion, a big win/win for our community,
for the parents, and for our youth.
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Central Board News

Hertzl Cohanpour

The Central Board would like to once again thank all
members of our beloved community for their continued support
and encouragement throughout the past year. We continue to
ask Hashem for wisdom and strength needed to serve our
wonderful Mashadi community in the remaining two years of
our term.

The revival of the Sisterhood:

The Sisterhood revival is the result of a broader CB effort to
increase women's participation in community affairs. For that
purpose, the CB established a new women task force and the
results are among others the increased number of women
attending Shabbat services at 54 (in cooperation with the 54
Synagogue Board) and the revival of the Sisterhood (in
cooperation with the Supervisory Council). Every effort will be
made to increase the attendance rate of the ladies for the 130
services as well.

Women's involvement in community affairs is of utmost
importance and in fact since the Sisterhood has now been
empowered to further make decisions that may affect both men
and women, at the recent elections, men were also permitted to
vote for the candidates for the first time. This new mode of
Sisterhood election has now been amended to the community
by-laws and will be conducted as such in the coming years as
well.

The above mentioned women task force were done with the
efforts of Mrs. Linda Kamali, Ruth Kamali and Mojdeh
Karimzadeh.

Committee reports:

Israel and Zionism Committee (12C):

This Central Board committee has been extremely active
under its new leadership. A short summary of the committee's
activities is listed below:

Since day one, the IZC's central focus was to promote
awareness and the recognition of the unbreakable perennial
link between us and the State of Israel and the importance of
the State of Israel to our future, wherever we happen to be
living.

The 1ZC has primarily turned its focus on addressing our
younger generations with a close eye on the rest of the
community at large. This committee has already accomplished a
number of activities and much more planned for the upcoming
year:

° First Committee's Newsletter of young Mashadis
attending AIPAC 2011
° Second committee's Newsletter for young Mashadis

that already are or will be attending U.S. colleges and
campuses to inform and prepare them in regards to

anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism

. Hosting of Sgt. Benjamin Anthony

. A number of appeals and petitions in favor of The State
of Israel

. First Mashadi Auschwitz trip that has been preparatory
for a 2012 trip for our younger generations

. Renewed approach to our Talmud Torah in order to
strengthen and deepen the message of Zionism

. A collection of letters from our Talmud Torah children
to be sent to Gilat Shalit now that he has returned
home.

. Peace of Mind project for hosting IDF soldiers in Great

Neck during January of 2012

Yeshiva Funding Guidelines:

The Yeshiva Guidelines listed here are established by the
Yeshiva Scholarship Committee and are as follows:

Guidelines for Approved Yeshivas (Jewish Day Schools) for
support and endorsement by the Central Board and the Yeshiva
Scholarship Committee of UMJCA

Preamble

The UMICA promotes and supports Jewish Day School
education for Mashadi Jewish Community students, by
encouraging Yeshiva education and investing in scholarships
awarded by the Yeshiva Scholarship Committee.

The UMICA has made a determination that in order to help
preserve the unity, harmony, heritage, religious hashkafa
(ideology) and traditional values and character of the Mashadi
Jewish Community, only the schools that meet the following
criteria should be promoted for use by our Community children
and supported financially, whether directly, through the
awarding of scholarships, or promotion of dinners and other
fundraising events.

Schools that do not meet these guidelines will gradually be
phased out and no longer be supported or promoted for our
community children.

Guidelines

In accordance with the Community By-Laws of UMICA, any
Yeshiva supported and/or promoted by the Mashadi Jewish
Community must clearly and unambiguously meet the following
criteria:

. The school promotes achievement of excellence in both
religious studies, as well as general studies, and the
ideal of pursuing higher education.

. The school actively instills love and support for Medinat
Israel (the modern State of Israel) and advocates
appreciation and respect for its history, for Zionism and
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the Zionist pioneers who founded the State, and for all
those who defend the State, including the soldiers of
the Israel Defense Force. (This generally involves
celebrating Yom HaAtzmaut, singing HaTikvah,
displaying Israel Flags in school, participating in the
Israel Day Parade, among other learning activities.)

. The school teaches students the ability to communicate
in Modern Hebrew.

. The school advocates love and respect for all Jews and
encourages active participation in the Jewish
Community and meaningful contribution to American
society.

. The school respects different minhagim, and encourages
Mashadi students to learn and follow our own
community’s traditions and customs and to show
respect and appreciation for their parents and
ancestors. When a large Sephardi student population is
present at the school, the school agrees to organize
Sephardi minyans and encourages Mashadi students to
participate in Sephardi prayer services. The school
encourages Mashadi students to consult our own
community Rabbis / Religious Council for advice, and
not try to supplant them with other rabbis or other
traditions.

Communication Committee:

The Central Board Communication Committee has produced
a set of guidelines, fully supported and approved by the Central
Board, that further enable the CB to have a more direct and
secure communication to our community members.
Mashadi.org is now our official web site, and other provisions to
better reach a larger audience of the Mashadi community are
under construction. For a detailed list of the communication
guidelines, please contact the co-chairs, Mr. Hooshang
Nematzadeh or Mr. Ben Hakimi.

Drugs and Alcohol (D&A) Abuse Prevention

Committee:

This committee of the Central Board now enters a new
chapter. The D&A committee now includes every member of
the CB in addition to others already involved. The Central Board
regards the severity of this issue to be at all time high and has
begun a campaign to inform all ages of the threat that this
menace has placed upon our beautiful community. For further
information, confidential consultation or to just become an
active member of this committee please contact Hertzl
Cohanpour or any other member of the Central Board.

The Higher Education Committee - Student Loan

Program - 2012 Spring Semester

The Mashadi Cultural and Educational Committee (Higher
Education Committee) would like to inform our Community’s
students about the Student Loan Program. Since 2001, due to a
decrease in available funds for this program, the Scholarship
program was officially changed to an Interest-Free Student Loan
Program. The student loan program is based only on financial
need. All Community students interested in obtaining a student
loan for the 2012 Spring Semester must complete and mail in an
application form, with a copy of their registered tuition bill no
later than Wednesday, January 4, 2012. Student loans will not
be considered without a completed application. Applications
can be downloaded from the homepage of the MYC website at
www.mycweb.com. For questions about the student loan
program or the application process, please contact Marty
Bassaly at 516-277-4023.

NOTE: In 2010, a new Education Fund was established for Post
Graduates, called the Laleh Hannah Nassimi Memorial
Foundation. The Foundation will provide financial assistance to
qualifying Mashadi students based on both need and
merit. Funds are available for Post Graduate studies (Masters,
PhD, Law School, Med School, etc) in the United States only. The
Higher Education Committee strongly encourages all qualifying
Mashadi students to apply using the same application noted
above.

Financial Report:

After several meetings with various UMIJCA organizations,
the Central Board Budget Committee managed to reduce the
UMIJCA 2011-12 budget by 8%.

The community responded well to the Central Board's
explanation of our financial position with an increase of 17% in
kavods pledged during the High Holidays compared to last year.
Now we need the community to come through and pay their
kavods as soon as possible so as to minimize our interest
charges.

Our bank loan was renewed in October for a further 5 years.

After several meetings with various UMJCA organizations,
the Central Board Budget Committee managed to reduce the
UMIJCA 2011-12 budget by 8%. The community responded well
to the Central Board's explanation of our financial position with
an increase of 17% in Kavods pledged during the High Holidays
compared to last year. We thank the community for their
continued generosity and we would like to ask everyone to
make every effort to expedite the payment of their pledges.
This would enable us to reduce our interest payments
accordingly. In addition, we have now renewed our bank loan
for a further 5-year term.
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|Share Shalom Synagogue Reportl

David Kordvani

1. Youth Program at the GYM Minyan

Our Youth program at the Gym Minyan has been extremely
successful, with over 150 teenagers attending Shabbat services on a
regular basis. The Gym at 54 has become “The Place to Be” for
teenagers, on any given Shabbat!

2. Bar Mitzvah / Bat Mitzvah Recognition Day
At The GYM Minyan

A new Mashadi tradition was instituted at the Gym Minyan.
Two weeks after the Bar/Bat Mitzvah families returned from Israel,
all the 13 year old boys and 12 year old girls and their families were
invited to the Gym Minyan. Each received an impressive
personalized plaque, welcoming them as the Newest Adult
Members of the Community.

3. New Women’s Section At 54

The addition of the extra seating for young ladies has made a
tremendous difference in many ways in our Synagogue. Hundreds
of women who had never previously attended our synagogue,
except for special occasions, now attend on a regular basis. As a
result, our Synagogue has become much more energetic than
before.

4. Voter Registration Drive At The Graduation

Ceremony

The Community Graduation Ceremony was used as a vehicle to
register almost all of our Community’s Graduates, just as they reach
the voting age. By doing this year after year, we can ensure that the
Mashadi Community will always have the greatest voice in village
affairs.

5. Mashadis Play A Big Role In Village Elections

A record number of Mashadis voted at the recent village
elections. Our Community’s leadership received numerous phone
calls from different candidates and officials thanking us for the
unprecedented strength our community showed at the voting
booths.

6. New Benches To Beautify The “Shira Section”

As they have generously done before, Mr. and Mrs. Changiz
Hakimi and family sponsored a new set of matching benches to
replace the “Portable Chairs” next to the “Bima” in the main
sanctuary.

7. New Security Camera System

After months of research and negotiation, a top quality security
camera system has been ordered to cover our entire facility. Special
thanks go to the members of the Security Committee, and to Mr.
Naim Bakshi and Mr. Danny Namdar, for their tireless efforts as the
heads of this important committee.

8. Change Of Leadership At GYM Minyan

After a very successful term as our Gym Minyan’s Youth
Director, Mr. Moshe Aziz decided that it was time to move on. The
Synagogue Board thanks Mr. Aziz for the tremendous job he has
done, and wishes him the best of luck in his future endeavors.

Also, after consulting with Rabbi Bitton, the Synagogue Board
decided to divide the leadership role of this extremely important
Minyan into 4 different categories. After many interviews with our
youth, the following people were chosen to fill these new roles:

Mr. Elliot Namdar will be Director of Promotions

Mr. Aron Aziz will be Director of Correspondence

Mr. Nate Kashizadeh will be Director of Minyan Affairs

Mr. Shaun Aziz will run the “Taamim” (Torah Learning Class).
The Board is absolutely confident that our new leadership will be
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extremely efficient, and will increase the attendance and popularity
of the Gym Minyan week after week.

Only with a “Jam Packed” Gym Minyan can we guarantee the
bright future of this Community!!

9. Rabbi Ben Haim is honored by Yeshiva

University

Rabbi Ben Haim was honored by Yeshiva University in an event
attended by members of the Shaare Shalom Board, together with
other community leaders, including members of the Central Board.
A space at Yeshiva University’s Upper Manhattan campus was
dedicated as the permanent office for Rabbi Ben Haim, who has
been serving as Rosh Yeshiva at Y.U. since 1993.

Yeshiva University is an international university, based in New
York. With an endowment of over $970 million, Y.U. is consistently
ranked among the first tier schools at the undergraduate level,
while its graduate schools, including its medical school and law
school, also shine among the nation’s best. The undergraduate
school combines Torah study with secular education.

Rabbi Ben Haim was named the first Sephardi Rosh Yeshiva at
Y.U.’s ‘Yeshiva Rabbenu Yitzchak Elchanan’ in 1993 and remains the
only Sephardi Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva University’s history. Every
four years, Yeshiva Rabbenu Yitzchak Elchanan ordains Rabbis,
many of whom take positions at leading pulpits across the world.
Rabbi Ben Haim teaches Talmud and Halacha at the rabbinical level
and has taught hundreds of students, including a number of
students from the Mashadi community.

At the event, many leaders from Yeshiva University spoke

glowingly of Rabbi Ben Haim’s unique mastery of Jewish law, and of
the breadth of the Rabbi’s vast, encyclopedic knowledge of the
intricacies of Talmud and Halacha. We once again felt privileged
and honored that Rabbi Ben Haim is our Chief Rabbi, and feel
blessed to have our esteemed Rabbi lead us to greater heights as a
Torah observant community.

10.Outdoor Lighting Improvement
Extra lighting was added to the parking lot in order to offer
increased illumination at night, and create a safer atmosphere.

11. Tzitzit Project

Hundred of beautiful Tzitzits have been ordered for the Main
Sanctuary, and were sponsored by several generous donors.

12. Fire Drill at 54

After much preparation and research, and with the cooperation
of over 50 community volunteers, we were able to conduct a very
efficient and well-coordinated “Fire Drill” in the Main Sanctuary
during Shabbat services. The Great Neck Fire Marshal admired our
rapid evacuation time and called it “Fantastic”. Amazingly, 98% of
the congregants were evacuated from every room, hallway and
stairway of the building within 3 % minutes.

13. Rabbi Ben Haim’s Book Of Halacha

A comprehensive and complete book of “Halacha and Sephardi
Customs” by Rabbi Ben Haim is in the final stages of production.

The book promises to become the “Undisputed Book Of
Halacha And Sephardi Customs” for generation to come.

Lili Zarabi, MS, CSP
Psychologist
516-492-8511
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YOUNG MASHADI JEWISH CENTER
YMJC Board Repori

Jonathan Hazghiyan

Since being elected last November, the YMIC Board has been
extremely active and has made great improvements and added
many new programs to the Young Mashadi Jewish Center. The
following are a few examples:

UMICA Charity Auction:

We held our first ever Community Charity Auction. Over
2,000 Community members and guests attended and
generated Net proceeds of over $300,000. Special thank
you to Lederman Caterers for being the Grand Sponsor of
the event.

This evening was dedicated to our dear friend and board
member, Allen Hakimian (Jabarzadeh)-Hanukah ben
Yitshak z'l. We have dedicated our term in his memory.

Launch of Community Programs @YMIJC:

Organized over 20 new classes and programs for our
community for all different ages and demographics such
as: languages, Guitar, Jewish Enrichment, IVRead, Tae
Kwon Do, Athletics, Baking, Weight Loss, and many more
great programs.

We finally made YMIC the Community Center with great
programming for our entire community. We have had
well over 250 unique registrants and everyone is very

excited about our future programs.

We would also like to introduce our new Program
Director, Lauren Karmely. Lauren has been instrumental
in organizing and directing our programs. Please feel free
to contact her with any suggestions for new programs, or
to improve an existing program.

Synagogue Affairs:

Improved and created new programs for the youth at
YMIC such as the Shabbat Kids Club, Kanissa Points,
Taamim Club, Tehillim Club, etc.

Have had great speakers such as Sgt. Benjamin Anthony,
Hillel Neuer, Mordchai Kedar, Screening of Iranium, etc.;
hosted the Saturday Night Lecture & Selichot Series for
community youth.

Have continued to offer great security and safety for our
members and have made YMJC a Nut — Aware Building.

Had a beautiful Purim Eve Program at YMIC and also had
the Purim Extravaganza at Shaare Shalom in which over
600 people attended and had a great time.

Had a great turnout for Tikkun L’eil Shavuot, hosted Yom
HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron and Yom HaAtsmaut
commemorations.

_—

UMJCA wouLD LIKE TO EXPRESS ITs ( 5
GRATITUDE TO THIS EVENING's GRAND Sponsc
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Ladies Circle

e Organized cooking demos with celebrity chef Susie
Fishbein, and launched special periodic Kiddushes for
ladies with great speakers enjoyed by all.

e The Ladies Circle have certainly spoiled us with weekly
chulent. We owe the volunteers our gratitude for their
exceptional chulent and cost savings to YMJC.

Finance and Fundraising:

e Have managed the building in a very efficient manner and
lowered many costs while renegotiating several contracts
with maintenance companies and vendors.

e Have lowered the Budget of YMJC for this year by
$50,000.

Held the Charity Game Night and Americana Champions
for Charity.

facebook Search

Young Mashadi Jewish Center (YMIC) at 130 Steamboat

han-Profit Organization - Great Neck, Mew York
Py
- \ = =

wall Young Mashadi Jewish Cent... ' Everyone (Most Recent) v

Share: [ Post (&) Photo ¢ Link '5M video

= Young Write something... ‘
Mashadli
Jewish Y M Young Mashadi Jewish Center (YMIC} at 130 Steamboat
Cent Cangrats to Moran Hematian, the lucky winner of the Chanel handbag at the
Hirshleifer's raffle For the Champions For Charity event at Americana.
enter hleifer's raffe for the Ch for Ch
a[ Like * Comment * Share * 20 hours ago * @
130 Steamboat &1 3 pecple ke this.
| wiite & commet...
Ed wal
] mfa \T/ M Young Mashadi Jewish Center (YMIC) at 130 Steamboat
&80 Friend Activity [1+) | | % CoCo's zumba PARTY (For Ladies Only) this Sunday Night 12/4 8:30pm

Facebook — www.facebook.com/ymjc130

e  We launched a great Facebook Fan Page that highlights
our great programs and updates everyone on all the
various things going on at YMIC. Now everyone has
constant contact with our various programs and can see
great pictures of everything happening @ YMIC.

Maintenance and Improvements:

e Have been making aesthetic improvements throughout
building and especially in the Main Minyan. We will be
making significant improvements to the Social Hall /
Singles Minyan in order to better accommodate our great
Singles Minyan.

Singles Minyan

e We saw a major need to improve the Singles Minyan at
YMJC. We have assigned new Gabbayim and organizers.
In the past year, the attendance has increased
significantly, the timing has become much more efficient
(starting and ending on time) and their Kavods have
increased significantly as well. All while our Singles are
mingling more and having a great time attending Kanissa.

Finally, we have had a great year and achieved all of our goals
set forth for this year once we were elected. We are setting many

q_ new goals and hopefully will report great results again next year. A

few points that we plan on improving for next year are:

1. Offering many more programs at YMJC, especially Jewish
educational program.

2. Second Annual Charity Auction in 2012 will be even better
and generate even more revenue.

3. Improving Kanissa Attendance — especially welcoming
more young couples and women to Kanissa.

Thanks to all...

Our community is a Volunteer based community and our
success is owed to all of our great volunteers. Special thanks to the
entire YMIC Team, YMJC Board, YMJC Gabbayim and our many
important and very helpful leaders, both men and women, who do
so much throughout the year.

We would especially like to thank Rabbi & Rabbanit Yosef Bitton
and Family for their leadership, wisdom and guidance throughout
the year. Special thanks to our the Building Administration and
Staff headed by Mrs. Mitra Heskia along with Salvador, Javier and
Mario, they have truly made YMIJC a first class institution.
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2011 - 2014 Sisterhood Election

Eddie LeVian

During the summer, the Central Board replaced the two
members of the seven member Supervisory Council who resigned
during the last election, Linda Kamali and Ramin Aziz, with two
women in preparation for the Sisterhood election; Lida Nemati and
Lilly Hakimian. Other members include Mansour Karimzadeh,
Behnam Hakimian (lranian), Ramin Gorjian, Cathy Banilivy and
Eddie Levian.

The Supervisory Council followed the same steps as last year’s
Central Board and Synagogue Board election to produce another
record breaking election.
1. Recognized and thanked the former members of the
Sisterhood

2. Communicated about the need for a renewed Sisterhood
and the renewed job description by the Central Board
enlarging the role of the Sisterhood to make decisions on
the community’s social issues and matters relating to
families and children.

3. Solicited and

disclosed to the community for transparency.

received 84 nominations, which were

4. Held a series of two mock Sisterhood meetings that were
attended by 42 nominees

5. Secured 24 very qualified candidates who ran for the
election.

6. Promoted the candidates and the election with color
flyers and brochures featuring face shots, biographies, etc.
designed by Daniel Nabavian. Information was emailed
out by Ramin Aziz.

7. Held a candidates night to introduce the candidates to
interested community members and a town hall meeting
to discuss the Central Board proposed changes to the by-
laws allowing men to vote in the Sisterhood Election

8. Speeches were held in MJC and YMJC on multiple
occasions by Mansour, Behnam, Cathy and Eddie.

Election Day was marked by endless servings of food and free
flu shots in a very busy health fair organized by Dr. Danny Banilivy,
that gave free cholesterol, blood sugar and allergy testing and

) .

consultations by various medical specialists and social workers as
well as lectures by several noted medical experts speaking on
behalf of the women’s hospital at North Shore LIJ on the subjects of
high risk pregnancy, multiple births, hysterectomies and cardiology.

Voters also gave their email and cell phone contact information
for the UMIJCA’s communications committee, filled surveys
regarding gifts at parties and signed up for Sisterhood committees,
while casting their ballots.

A series of volunteers to sign in voters on election day included
Linda Kamali, Linda Banilivy, Mitra Hezghia, Sabrina Zaroovabli,
Esther Hakimian, Nora Ebrani, Dina Zabihi, Ruth Kamlai, Jeleveh
Kamali, Esterica Nassimi, Rikka Aziz and Ladan ljadi. Sign in books
were printed by Mehran Etessami. Ballots were prepared and
printed by Farshad Rahmanan. The votes were sealed in the ballot
boxes and signed off by Mr. Abdolrahim Etessami and sealed in the
Synagogue office overnight, with keys to the room collected by the
Supervisors. To count the vote it took 11 people 10 hours the next
day. We were helped by Elizabeth Levian, Mickey Karimzadeh,
Mojdeh Karimzadeh and Odelia Namdar, although all votes were
either counted by a volunteer or Supervisor and all votes were
double checked by a Supervisor.

Our first count showed that with 1169 Mashadi men and
women voting, including 40 absentee ballots, the community voted
by an overwhelming 76.6% margin to approve the referendum to
have men vote for the Sisterhood Election. 60% of the vote was
cast by women while 36.5% was cast by men (690 vs. 421) As such,
the men’s vote which had been cast on a different color paper was
counted separately and then added in

Within 24 hours of the closing of the ballots the Supervisory
Council had declared the results of the referendum and released
the names of the new Sisterhood for 2011 — 2014. As per the by-
laws, the number of votes for the elected members and the names
of the 5 reserve members in order of vote were released within 7
days.

The community had elected a dream team of educated, tireless,
chesed driven women with ambitions to bring our community and
Synagogues closer, provide parenting and marriage professional
help and enhance our community’s charitable activities.
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2011 - 2014 Elected UMJCA Sisterhood

Alphabetical Listing

i Co-Vice Presidents - Janet Navaei-Livian and Shirin Rahmani

Basalaly Rozita . L
Treasurer- Dalia Hakimian

Hakimian (Asher) Dalia Assistant Treasurer- Ester Zar
Hakimian (Livian) Monica Executive Secretary- Sandy Mordekhai
Hakimian (Nadri) Nataly Recording Secretary- Monica Hakimian
Kamali Shirin
Karmily Raya
Khordi (Hakimian) Dina Aghabibi
Livian (Hadjibay) Monica
Mordekhai Ghassabian Sandy
Nassimi Sipora
Navaei Livian Janet
Rahmanan Neda
Rahmani Shirin
Zar (Kohanim) Mahtab
Zar (Gorjian) Esther

The

follows:

Co-Presidents - Monica Livian and Mahtab Zar

newly elected Mashadi Sisterhood Committee have
announced the positions of their officers of the Sisterhood as

2011 - 2014 Sisterhood Reserve Members

In order
Kamali Anat
Jamshidoff (Nassimian) Maria
Gorjian (Galante) Vivette
Namdar Dina
Nabavian Diana
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Historic Community trip to Poland
and the visit to Auschwitz

Joseph Davoudzadeh

(Translated from Farsi)

Holocaust is undoubtedly the biggest crime in human history.
During this period six million of our innocent Jewish brothers and
sisters perished in the gas chambers and crematoriums of the Nazi
Germany.

In the beginning of November several members of our
community participated in the first community visit to Poland and
Auschwitz. The tour included a visit to the Jewish neighborhoods of
Poland during World War Il, the ghettos in Warsaw, Lublin and
Krakow, concentration and death camps in Birkenau, Auscwitz and
Majdanek, and visits to the old synagogues and Jewish cemeteries.

All the participants admit that this was an amazing and
meaningful trip that far exceeded their expectations. We saw with
our own eyes the German atrocities and the suffering of our
brothers and sisters during the war. We became familiar with the
history of the European Jews and traced their footsteps from a
comfortable life to the misery of extermination camps and gas
chambers.

The fact that all the participants knew each other made this trip
even more interesting. The long bus trips and the stay at various

hotels created a special bond and unity among the visitors which
made the agonizing visits to concentration camps more tolerable.

This trip was organized by the Israel and Zionism Committee
through the March of the Living Organization. Twenty three people
from the Mashadi Community along with 6 other Jewish residents
of Great Neck participated in this trip. The tour was made possible
by the tireless efforts of Mr. Uri Ben Yehuda and Mrs. Cathy
Banilivy.

Our expert tour guide, Rabbi Itzhak Reubenstein, made this trip
a fascinating and educational experience. During these four days,
he took us to the depth of all the miseries and recreated this
horrible period of human atrocities like a movie. His great sense of
humor helped us deal with the harsh moments and scenes and gave
us hope and comfort.

Hopefully, in the future there will be more such educational and
meaningful trips planned by the Israel and Zionism and other
committees to benefit our community.
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Mazal Tov

BABY BOYS

Ryan, son of Dr. Robert and Claudia (Levian) Rahmani
Harris, son of Brian and Tiffany Hakimian

Nathan, son of Rodney and Samantha Nassimi

Mayx, son of Payam and Shara Hakimian

Kevin, son of Afshin and Tina Livian

Jordan Yaakov, son of Arash and Jessica Dilmanian
Eric, son of Amos and Jodi Lavian

David Chai, son of Rodney and Virginie Cohen
Joshua, son of Ayzik and Bita Kohan

Brian Jacob, son of David and Elana Aminoff

Samuel, son of Ronnie and Carolyn Ebrani

Bradley, son of Pejman and Collette Hakimian

Jacob, son of Moez and Dina (Mardkhai) Yousian
David, son of Robert and Sara Nowbakht

Justin, son of Michael and llana llian

Brody Jacob, son of Rodney and Jocelyn Kamali
Joshua, son of Oliver and Jasmine Nassimi

David Mashiah, son of Payam and Karine Hakimi

Levi Aharon, son of Azadeh and Raimondo (Masciah) Deil

BABY GIRLS

Priel, daughter of Keyvan and Rozi Rahmanan

Micol, daughter of Yonathan and Rachele Nitzani
Raphaella Shlomit, daughter of Kousha and Bazmeh Liviem
Hadar, daughter of David and Regina Sianes

Orielle, daughter of Omid and Debbie Hakimian

Alexa, daughter of Isaac and Ania Gorjian (London)
Juliette, daughter of Payam and Justina Hezghia

Liya, daughter of Yoel and Keren Deil (Israel)

Shiley, daughter of Gil and Ifat Loloi

Nadine Orly, daughter of Ramin and Judith Kamali

Naomi Rachel, daughter of Avner and llene Levy

Juliette and Bridget, twin daughters of Fred and Natasha Asher
Olivia, daughter of Adam and Sandi Hakimian

Rose Miriam, daughter of Michael and Anat Kamali

Shifra, daughter of Kenny and Adina Kalatizadeh

Adina, daughter of Nati and Shirley Nassimi

Tamar Rivkah, daughter of Navid and Natalie Hakimian

BAR-MITZVAHS

Brendon, son of Elan and Pooneh Aziz

Shawn, son of Albert and Shila Alishahian
Russell, son of Ben and Mojdeh Aziz

Yosef, son of Moti and Elham Moradi

Joshua, son of Levid and Tzippy Hakimian
Michael, son of Herbert and Monica Livi
Andrew and Tyler, twin sons of Rambod and Rebecca Hakimian
David, son of Mashiyah and Malka Kohanim
Kevin, son of Alen and Barbie Kashinejad
Jarred, son of Faramaz and Sigalit Hakimian
Spencer, son of Mehran and Arezou Hakimian
Aaron, son of Shokrollah and Rebecca Karmily

Matin, son of Avraham and Mojgan Hakimian
Alec, son of Benny and Kathrin Namdar

WEDDINGS

Steven and Diana Dilamani

Eric and Ashley Djemshidoff
Yaakov and Rivka Bitton
Raphael and Sarah Basalely
Alex and Melissa (Dil) Hagiage
Alen and Simona Dilmani

Avi and Carolin Charkhy

Avi Hay and Farnaz (Hakimian) Rachmani
Ramiel and Melissa Ben Yehuda
Sammy and Polina Ghassabian
Joshua and Orly (Hazbany) Aziz
Davide and Nicole Aziz

Isaac and Nicole Kashanian

ENGAGEMENTS

Steve Kashanian and Sharon Livi
Mathew Zaroovabeli and Rachel Namdar
Daniel Etessami and Rachel Livi

David Shemesh and Rosanna Hakimian
Aaron Ebrani and Elana Zar

Ilan Hakimian and Michelle Nabavian
Itshak Banon and Melissa Ghafarian
Bruce Aziz and Melody Zar

For future issues of Megillah, those parents who
would like their newborn’s name to be published,
please e-mail your full name and your child’s first,
middle and/or Hebrew names to MYCNY@aol.com.

Pictures

Left page, clockwise from top left: Avi Hay and Farnaz
(Hakimian) Rachmani, Steven and Diana Dilamani, Avi and
Carolin Charkhy, Byron and Jamie Hakimi, Sammy and Polina
Ghassabian, Isaac and Nicole Kashanian

Right page, clockwise from top left: Yaakov and Rivka Bitton,
Ramiel and Melissa Ben Yehuda, Eric and Ashley Djemshidoff,
Davide and Nicole Aziz, Alen and Simona Dilmani, Joshua and
Orly (Hazbany) Aziz
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Navid Hakimian, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Sub Specialist in Retinal Surgery and Diseases
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Community News

Rodney Hakim

Angel Fund Benefit Brunch

On June 12'h, a Sunday Brunch was held at the residence of Mr. &
Mrs. David and Jila Hezghia to benefit the UMJCA Angel Fund, a
community service organization which helps families in need find
financial assistance, food, job placement services, and help with
government assistance programs. There was a tremendous turnout
of members of the Mashadi community, who made significant
contributions to this important group. For more information about
the Angel Fund, either to make contributions, get involved, or
receive confidential assistance, e-mail
angelhelp@googlegroups.com

New Seating Configuration for Women at Shaare Shalom

In June 2011, the seating arrangement at Shaare Shalom was
altered by the Synagogue Boards to create an expanded section of
50 extra seats for women. These extra seats, available on a first-
come, first-serve basis, were added to accommodate the large
number of women who attend the weekly Shabbat services at
Shaare Shalom, for whom there were frequently not enough seats
available. The new seating section was initiated during Shavuot,
and was followed by a special Kiddush for women.

Community Graduation Ceremony

The annual graduation ceremony was held at Shaare Shalom on
June 26", with the Mashadi community recognizing the academic
achievement of a large class of graduates at all levels. The group
included over 60 students who had graduated high school, over 40
students who had graduated college, 13 students who had
completed their post-graduate degrees. The afternoon was
highlighted by speeches from several of the graduates, and a great
feeling of warmth and pride from the family members of the 100+
honorees of the day. Mazal tov to the Class of 2011!

Barzilai Hospital in Israel Honors the

Mashadi Community

On Sunday, July 10", the Mashadi Jewish Community was honored
at the Barzilai Hospital in Israel in a special ceremony, in which the
Mashadis donated $40,000 to the hospital, and in thanks, the
hospital named a room for the Mashadi community. Many
members of the community were in attendance for this prestigious
event, and it was a memorable and historic day for all involved, and
the larger community as a whole.

Professor Zohar Argov Speaks About HIBM

On July 14™ at Shaare Shalom, and on July 16™ at the Young
Mashadi Jewish Center, the community was privileged to have
Professor Zohar Argov speaking about HIBM awareness. HIBM
(Hereditary Inclusion Body Myopathy) is a genetic disorder that

causes muscle weakness and wasting, leading to the loss of the
ability to walk properly, and thus confining its victims to
wheelchairs. This disease is seen in various nationalities around the
world in which intermarriage is commonly practiced, but is
specifically prevalent in Jews of Iranian ancestry. Professor Argov,
the senior academic physician in the Department of Neurology at
the Hadassah University Hospital in Jerusalem, was the first to
detect and describe HIBM in lIranian Jews, leading to the
identifications of the genetic mutations that cause HIBM, and the
development of diagnostic tests to detect the disease, as well as
innovative strategies to treat it. Dr. Argov gave a memorable
speech, explaining the nature of HIBM, its causes, and the new
treatments that are being developed to help people inflicted with
this deadly disease. He recommended that community members
should take simple blood tests that screen for genetic
predisposition to HIBM, thus increasing awareness of who are
carriers, and who needs to seek out treatment. He compared it to
the prevalence of Taysach’s Disease in the Ashkenazi community,
saying that with proper screening and medical remedies, that
disease has been nearly wiped out within two generations.
Hopefully, the same can be done within the Iranian Jewish
community, by identifying who is genetically at risk for carrying or
passing on the HIBM genetic mutation, and thereby working to
stamp out this deadly inherited disease from our communal blood
line.

Chinese Auction at Temple Israel

On Sunday evening, July 31%, the Mashadi community held a
Chinese Auction at Temple Israel in Great Neck, inviting community
members and other guests to take part in a truly memorable event.
Attendees were welcomed into the newly renovated ballroom at
Temple Israel, which had recently re-opened after being closed by
fire a couple of years prior. Lederman Caterers had generously
provided an eye-popping array of delicious food and an open bar to
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all of those in attendance, drawing a massive crowd of over 2,000
community members, who ate, drank, and made merry, while
dropping their raffle tickets into the boxes for the various prizes
being given away over the course of the evening. The prizes, all
donated by members of the community, came in all different
categories, ranging from electronics (TV, computer, digital camera,
iPad, etc.), to jewelry, Judaica, kitchen supplies, carpets, Broadway
tickets, gift cards for shopping sprees, and much more. The grand
prizes were a pre-paid car lease (valued at $25,000), won by Efi
Eframi, and an expenses paid trip to Israel (valued at $10,000), won
by Debbie & Isaak Nassimi. The evening was a major success, as the
community members were thrilled by the great food and prizes, the
UMIJCA raised a huge amount of money through the raffle
purchases, and Lederman increased awareness of the beautifully
redone party hall at Temple Israel. It was a win-win for all involved,
and especially the 60+ prize winners, including Lederman’s own
Moshe, who won a big jackpot prize, himself!

UMJCA woutp Like o EXPRESS ITS

¢ 3
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Bar- and Bat-Mitzvah Boys and Girls Moving

Up Minyans Celebration

On Saturday, August 13“‘, Shabbat Nahamu, the Mashadi
community lauded the bar-mitzvah boys and bat-mitzah girls of
2011, with the first annual Moving Up Minyans Celebration. The

bar- and bat-mitzvah boys and girls were recognized individually in
the presence of their families and friends, and received a beracha
from Rabbi Ben Haim, along with a Certificate of Admission into the
Gym Minyan. Mazal tov to all the bar-mitzvah boys and bat-
mitzvah girls!

Community Program Guide and Registration
On Sunday, August 14" registration began for the Fall 2011
semester of programs and classes offered in the Community
Program Guide, consisting of over 40 new and existing programs
taking place at the Young Mashadi Jewish Center. The programs
include such classes as Mommy & Me, Soccer, Basketball, Cooking,
Farsi, Italian, Weight Loss Challenge, Dance, Jewish Enrichment,
Baking, Guitar, and much more, and offer options for people of all
ages, from children to seniors. The registration session included a
free breakfast, sponsored by Bagel Mentsch, and a raffle for a give-
away of an iPad. For more information about the Community
Program Guide, and what programs are available for this and future
semesters, check out www.programs.mashadi.org

Sergeant Benjamin Anthony from the IDF Visits Shaare Shalom
and the YMIC

On Saturday, September 3'd, and on Monday, September 5”‘,
Sergeant Benjamin Anthony visited Shaare Shalom and the Young
Mashadi Jewish Center. Anthony, a reservist in the Israel Defense
Force and a veteran of several armed conflicts in Israel, is the
founder of the organization, Our Soldiers Speak, in which he openly
discusses truths and personal experiences from the IDF with
students around the world, without the layer of politics that often
comes with it. He has spoken at over 200 universities, and he
shared his thoughts and insights with the Mashadi community
about the elements important to the continued safety of the State
of Israel, its people, and its protectors.

Dedication of a New Sefer Torah to the Mashadi Community

On Sunday, September 4™ Rabbi Yedidia Ezrahian and family
dedicated a newly completed Sefer Torah from Israel to the
Mashadi Jewish Community. The ceremony took place at Shaare
Shalom that day, and was attended by numerous community
members, who took part in the holy occasion, and then subsequent
celebration.

IVREAD 4

The popular peer-learning program, IVREAD, returned for a fourth
iteration on Monday, September 19", beginning another 8-week
session. IVREAD provides Hebrew reading skills to the youths of the
community in a structured format, facilitating students of all skill
levels in their efforts to improve their Hebrew reading and ability to
follow along in synagogue.

Politicians Visit Shaare Shalom and the YMJC

Over the past several months, several important politicians have
visited the Mashadi community, showing the significance and
influence our community wields:

e  Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney visited in September,
fresh off a trip to Israel. A member of the House of
Representatives, she represents parts of Manhattan and
Queens, and has consistently demonstrated a strong
support for Israel.
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e In advance of the elections taking place on November g™
several candidates from the Republican party visited
Shaare Shalom on Shabbat morning, October 29”‘,
including Lee Tu, the challenger to Jon Kaiman for the post
of Supervisor of the Town of North Hempstead, Liz
Berney, the challenger to Judi Bosworth for the post of
County Legislator, and Jeff Bass, the challenger to Anna
Kaplan for the post of Town Council.

e In advance of the elections taking place on November g™
several candidates from the Democratic party visited
Shaare Shalom on Shabbat morning, November 5th,
namely Jon Kaiman, Judi Bosworth, and Anna Kaplan, the
opponents of the Republican candidates who spoke the
previous week. Ultimately, all three Democratic
candidates were victorious in the election, to the delight
of many members of the community, and despite strong
support for the Republican candidates from many other
members of the community.

Hillel Neuer Speaks at the YMIC

On Saturday, September
24™ the guest speaker at
the Young Mashadi Jewish
Center was Hillel Neuer. A
top international lawyer
based in Geneva,
Switzerland, Neuer is also
the founder of U.N.
Watch, a watchdog group
that monitors the United
Nations for anti-Israel
speech, activity, and
policy. He discussed the
long history of biased
votes against Israel at the
U.N., and how he regularly confronts the people behind these votes
to their faces about their lies and hypocrisy. He pointed out that
more than half of all United Nations charges for crimes against
humanity have been leveled at Israel, with none at all for such
countries as Iran, Libya, and Syria, in which torture is rampant and
the governments routinely oppress their people with brutal force.
He also discussed the attempts by the Palestinian Arabs to gain
statehood recognition from the U.N., saying that they do so
knowing that even if they don’t achieve full statehood for Palestine,
they can still become an “observer state,” allowing them to begin
suing Israel for war crimes in international court. Neuer referred to
this sinister new tactic as lawfare, or warfare through lawsuits. A
passionate speaker, Hillel Neuer left a strong impression on the
Mashadi community, and encouraged more people to follow his
path of speaking out in support of Israel, saying that when he
started out, he didn’t think one person could have a voice or make
a difference, but that his group is now one of Israel’s staunchest
supporters in the U.N.

Sukkot and Simcha Torah Festivities

This past October, the Mashadi Jewish Community celebrated
Sukkot and Simcha Torah with several annual events. First, on
Saturday, October 15”', there was a Moed Bini at the Mashadi
synagogues, with many friends and family members gathering to

chat and catch inside the sukkahs. On Monday, October 17”’, there
was the Seniors Sukkot Party at Shaare Shalom, a festive day was
filled with, music, dance, entertainment, and lunch for the
community’s seniors and their families. On Thursday night, October
20", there was the Simcha Torah Family Dinner at the Young
Mashadi Jewish Center, catered by Shiraz restaurant, and followed
by dancing with the Torahs. Lastly, on Friday, October 21%, the
Mashadi community celebrated Simcha Torah, with such annual
events as the blessing of children below the age of 13 under a large
tzit-tzit, the gift ceremony for engaged couples (namzad dar), and
the auctioning of Simcha Torah baskets.

Dr. Mordechai Kedar Discusses the Release
of Gilad Schalit at the YMJC

On Saturday night, October 22", the guest speaker at the Young
Mashadi Jewish Center was Dr. Mordechai Kedar, an Israeli scholar
of Arabic literature, lecturer at Bar-llan University, and expert on
the Israeli Arab population. Dr. Kedar also served for 25 years in
the IDF Military Intelligence, and specializes in understanding Arab
political discourse, as well as their press and media. He famously
appeared on a political interview show on the Al Jazeera network,
contesting the moderator’s assertion that “You can’t erase
Jerusalem from the Q’oran” by correctly replying that Jerusalem
never appears in the Q'oran to begin with! During the course of
this weekend with the Mashadi community, he spoke about several
major issues, including the so-called Arab Spring, saying that the
political upheaval it was causing in the Arab world was both good
and bad for Israel, and commenting on the Palestinian Arabs’
attempt at statehood through the United Nations, saying that there
is a schism within the Palestinian factions, as the militants, Hamas,
are seen as being too old and ineffective within Gaza. His speech
that Saturday night focused on the release of Israeli soldier, Gilad
Schalit, after five years of imprisonment in Gaza, in exchange for
over 1,000 terrorists and murderers from Israeli jails. His unique,
insider perspective opened many eyes, as he pointed out some of
the internal goings-on within Israel that led to the decision to make
the deal for Gilad Schalit’s release, and how the timing for the deal
was better than we might commonly be aware of here in the U.S. It
was a thrilling speech, and was followed by a lengthy question and
answer session, as the Mashadis in attendance wanted to glean as
much knowledge as they could from Dr. Kedar, who educates and
inspires each time he visits.

Learn It Up Presents The Mix

Beginning in early November, the venerable peer learning program,
Learn It Up, was transformed into The Mix. More curriculum based
than before, and covering a wider variety of learning topics, The
Mix started its new eight-week Fall offering on November 2" with
the goal of catering to the community’s increased demand for study
with fellow peers about Jewish subjects. The Mix presents a
platform in which to learn anything and everything related to
Judaism and Israel, and is open to people of all ages and all learning
levels, from students to professionals, and from youths to parents
and grandparents, as long as they are interested in learning. These
wonderful free classes take place on Wednesday nights at the
Young Mashadi Jewish Center, 130 Steamboat Road.
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Members of the Mashadi Jewish Community

Visit Sites of the Holocaust

In early November, members of the Mashadi community took a
special trip to visit several of the sites from the Holocaust.
Organized by the Israel & Zionism Committee, this “March of the
Living” trip began on November 6™ as the Mashadi group flew from
New York to Warsaw, Poland, visiting multiple locations over the
course of the next few days, and returning to New York on
November 10™. Three members of the Mashadi group that went
on the trip discussed their experiences at the Young Mashadi
Jewish Center on the Shabbat morning after they returned, and
discussed how incredibly powerful and indescribable their trip was,
saying that they thought they knew the Holocaust from the movies
they had seen and speakers they had heard, but that they never
truly had a grasp for the enormity of it until they went there,
themselves. They discussed seeing mass graves, seeing a giant pile
of ash from cremated Jews, seeing an enormous pile of children’s
shoes, and seeing both the Concentration Camps and Death Camps.
One of them mentioned how he was most affected by the
understanding that the Jews who were massacred pervaded all the
elite levels of society; doctors, lawyers, and politicians, but that
they were all separated and killed just for being Jews. They all
spoke with deep emotion, and it was clear that it was a life-altering
experience for each of them. It is one way our community is
contributing to keeping the memory of the Holocaust and our lost
brethren alive, and helping to ensure that such a mass tragedy does
not befall the Jewish people again.

Sisterhood Elections and Referendum on

Men’s Ability to Vote for Them

On Sunday, November 20", the UMICA Supervisory Council held
Sisterhood Elections at Shaare Shalom, to select the women who
would lead the Sisterhood in 2012 and beyond. The capable and
passionate women who comprise the Sisterhood are considered the
“quiet strength of the community,” and play an integral role in
determining the course of many of the community’s programs and

activities. As part of the elections, there was also a referendum on
men’s ability to vote for women in Sisterhood Elections. There was
a healthy turnout of voters, both male and female, and referendum
passed with over 75% of voters approving it, thus allowing men to
participate in this and future votes for members of the Sisterhood.
Congratulations and best wishes to all of the winners of the
election!

Health Fair, Women’s Health Specialists, &

Genetic Counselors at Shaare Shalom

On Sunday, November 20”‘, also at Shaare Shalom during the
Sisterhood Election, there was the annual Health Fair, in which
members of the Mashadi community were able to sit one-on-one
with its doctors to receive flu shots, cholesterol screenings, blood
pressure checks, allergy testing, and medical advice. Additionally,
the Executive Director of North Shore University Hospital, Susan
Somerville, was on hand to introduce several doctors, each of them
an expert in specific areas of women’s health issues, such as high
risk pregnancies, multiple births, hysterectomies, and women’s
cardiology. Each of these specialists discussed their respective
areas of expertise, and fielded questions from the women in
attendance. The NSUH director also unveiled plans for the new
Women’s Hospital at North Shore. There was also a section of the
Health Fair dedicated to Genetic Screening, with genetic counselors
from North Shore/Ll) Hospitals there to discuss the prevalence of
certain genetic disorders within the Persian Jewish Community,
such as HIBM, which Dr. Zohar Argov had given a speech about
several weeks earlier, and the testing available for those disorders.
Side by side with them was the SHORE contingent, with the SHORE
organization being dedicated to stamping out those genetic
diseases. It was a great day for the Mashadi community, with so
many doctors available to offer their services, their time, and their
knowledge to those in attendance, and to help make our
community members more aware of the medical options available
to them to get healthy and stay healthy.

Mashadi Men Foil a Burglary Attempt During
Yom Kippur at the Huntington Hilton

On Friday evening, October 7th, the most sacred holiday of the
Jewish year, Yom Kippur began, and hundreds of members of the
Mashadi community gathered at the Huntington Hilton to take part
in the fasting and prayer. Like in years past, the attendees checked
into their respective hotel rooms earlier in the afternoon, so as to
be ready to spend as much time as possible gobbling down a
delicious pre-fast dinner from Lederman Caterers. While some
people complained that the Lederman dinner wasn’t as bountiful as
in previous years, everyone filled up thoroughly, and headed back
to their rooms to get ready for the fast to begin. The women lit
their Shabbat and Yom Kippur candles, and then joined the men as
the congregation reconvened for the start of the evening prayers.
Shortly thereafter, the praying paused, as prominent community
member, Mansour Zar, led the group in his annual
fundraising/comedy spectacular, in which the aaliyot and other
prayers are auctioned off, in his signature comedic style. Once the

fundraising was completed and the Torahs were brought out,
however, things took a turn for the bizarre, as a commotion began
in the hall, and the majority of the congregants suddenly rushed
out of the room in a panic. What could have caused such a major
disruption at this climactic moment?

We would soon find out that while the Mashadi congregants
were in the midst of their fundraising and prayers, a burglary was
being committed in their hotel rooms, with a group of crooks going
from room to room, stealing their possessions. The community
members who attend Yom Kippur at the Huntington Hilton each
year have been facing a conundrum, which these crooks found out
about and exploited, in which they didn’t want to touch electricity
during the holiday by using the electric key cards to re-enter their
hotel rooms, and as such, would leave the hotel room doors slightly
propped open with the metal latches behind the doors. The crooks
caught wind of the Mashadis’ penchant for leaving their doors
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unlocked, and when they figured that everyone was downstairs
praying, they went from room to room, running in and out of as
many unlocked rooms as possible in the second and third floors of
the hotel, and grabbing people’s expensive purses, watches, cell
phones, and other valuables. The crooks’ plan was deviously clever,
except that they didn’t anticipate running into the Mashadis who
would still be in their rooms while the crooks were trying to rob
them!

Two of the people who were in their rooms when the crooks
barged in were Eva Hakimian, wife of Rex Hakimian, and Talia
Zabihi, wife of llan Zabihi. They were in their respective rooms with
their children, when they saw the lights turn on, and a tall black
woman in a hooded sweatshirt walk in. In both cases, the crook
retreated and ran out into the hall upon seeing someone in the
room. Eva, who is pregnant, was startled and followed the burglar
into the hall. When Eva came into the hall, the crook was running
away, and shortly thereafter, Emil Hakimi happened to arrive,
coming to check on his own wife, Corinne. Eva told Emil what had
happened, and asked him to go back downstairs and tell her
husband Rex about the situation. Emil ran down and told Rex the
story, and Rex went straight to security, telling them to seal off the
building. Meanwhile, Emil remembered that his wife Corinne had
left her wallet out on the drawer in their room, and so he ran back
upstairs to check for it, only to find that it had been stolen. He
came back down and into the place where the congregation was
praying, and started alerting everyone as to the robbery that was
occurring in their rooms.

This is when the panic began, and at first the women, and then
the men rushed out of the prayer hall, leaving the Torahs in mid-
prayer, and ran up to their respective hotel rooms to check and see
if their valuables had been stolen. The stunned Mashadis went
from room to room, helping each other determine whose rooms
had been burglarized, and a large number had, in fact, been hit.
The hallways became chaotic, with several people standing there
shocked and crestfallen, having had their Chanel bags, wallets, and
smart phones stolen from their rooms, and saying things like “they
took my whole wallet with my ID and credit cards,” and “they took
my phone, my whole life was in that thing!”

Meanwhile, the real drama was unfolding downstairs, as a
group of Mashadis, including the aforementioned Emil and Rex,
went to the hotel’s front desk to complain, when one of the
security people told them that there were two black women
standing outside the hotel that fit the description of the burglars,
and that they were waiting for a taxi. Eva and Talia were called
down, and Eva positively identified the taller woman in the
sweatshirt as the one who had barged into her room. At that point,
the woman started running away. She started to escape with a
large handbag in her possession, fleeing into the night. The
Mashadi contingent yelled for the security crew to chase her and
not let her get away, but security crew insisted that they were not
allowed to do so. Instead, one brave member of the community
took matters into his own hands.

When he saw that the security crew was not taking action, Emil
Hakimi ran out of the hotel and started chasing the burglar on his
own. He chased her across the street, eventually catching up with
her in the parking lot of a nearby strip club, where he grabbed her
and tried to restrain her. According to Emil, “I saw her carrying a
large handbag, so | figured she had the stolen goods in there
(including my wife’s expensive wallet, cash, and credit cards), so |
instinctively started chasing her. | grabbed her from behind, and
she tried to bite my arm, so | pulled down hard on the bag, which
caused her to fall to the ground. | just kept my hand on her bag,
until security (our own and hotel) along with some other Mashadi

men arrived 30-40 seconds later. We all then escorted her back to
the hotel, where the Police were waiting.”

The Police took the woman and her fellow female burglar up to
the hotel room they had been basing their operation out of in the
Hilton, and interrogated them there. It was later revealed that
there were a total of four crooks involved, the two females, who
turned out to be prostitutes and two men, presumably their pimps.
They had come to New York from somewhere in the Caribbean
Islands, and had negotiated a long term stay in the Hilton as part of
a mysterious “special arrangement,” which has since come into
question. Some of the stolen valuables were, in fact, in the
handbag of the woman who tried to run away, but the rest had
been taken into the crooks’ hotel room, and thrown out of their
third floor window onto a hiding spot on the second floor roof. The
two women were arrested, with the runner being held on $40,000
bail, and her accomplice facing lesser charges. The two men
escaped, apparently without being charged.

After the Police and the security team sorted through
everything that had happened, the Mashadis who had their
valuables stolen came to them to retrieve their possessions, but
were told that they would have to come down to the police station
to identify and retrieve them, as they were being held as evidence
in the case. Several people would end up going on Saturday night,
after the conclusion of Shabbat and Yom Kippur, to do just that, and
almost everything that was stolen was returned to its rightful
owners. The management of the hotel has since vowed to beef up
security for future events, and as part of their upcoming renovation
of their hotel rooms, to include an option for manual keys that do
not use the electric key cards, eliminating that concern.

When it was all said and done, everyone returned to the room
in which the prayers were occurring, frazzled, but happy that the
burglars had been caught, and that their valuables would be
returned to them. Emil Hakimi was lauded as a hero, despite his
humility about the situation. When asked about his bravery in
taking matters into his own hands and stopping the burglar from
escaping, he responded, “I am kind of embarrassed by the whole
situation. | don’t want people to think that | am bragging about the
story.” Spoken like a true mensch! The feeling in the room after
the chaotic events of that unforgettable Yom Kippur evening were
best captured by one of the women, though, when she proclaimed,
“First, Lederman didn’t have enough chicken. Second, we got
robbed during Yom Kippur. G-d help us for what might come next!”

Four of the women who were burglarized during Yom Kippur and had to
retrieve their valuables from the police station: Mania Kohan, Rosaline
Livian, Jelveh Kamali, and Corinne Hakimi
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Community
Bar/Bat- Mitzvah

Community News

The 2011 Bat-Mitzvah party took place on Sunday, October
30th in the social hall of Shaare Shalom Synaguge. About 200
people attended the party. Parents and grandparents enjoyed
the candle lighting ceremony as their Bat-Mitzvah girls were
individually called up given a kiddush cup and English/Hebrew
Torah by Rabbanit Bitton. The girls enjoyed dancing with family
and friends on this special day.

The Bat Mitzvah group also attended several classes taught
by Rabbanit Bitton. They learned about the role of a Jewish girl
in today’s society, how positive thinking and self-esteem play a
big role in treating each other with respect.

Rabbanit Bitton had a few guest speakers from our own
community. Jennifer Kohanim shared her experience
interviewing holocaust survivors. Her class was planned to
introduce the idea of Shoah to this age group. Jessica
Kashizadeh taught about “Understanding our Tefilot,” where the
girls learned the deeper meaning of their prayers. Fun activities
included, cookie decorating taught by Deborah Hakimian
Chafeian. Challah baking, demonstrated by Mrs. Annat Kamali,
was enjoyed by the girls and their mothers as they were served
a light Colbeh dinner. Over 25 Bat Mitzvah girls shared the
mitzvah of braiding the challah & saying the prayer together, led
by Rabbanit Bitton.

The girls also did a great chessed work in honor of Purim.
The girls sold chocolate to raise money and then packed
mishloach manot that got delivered by Maxine Karmily to Chai
Lifeline families. On another occasion, they helped pack boxes
of food for needy families at Tomchei Shabbat of Queens with

the help and coordination of Mr. Gidon Karmely. We hope
these experiences will be remembered .

The Bat-Mitzvah Committee likes to thank all the
participants and their parents for supporting this Mashadi
tradition.

We particularly like to thank Rabbanit Bitton and all the
volunteers for their time and expertise.

The community
Bar-Mitzvah ceremony

this year took place on Sunday September 11th at Shaare
Shalom synagogue a brunch was served in the social hall by.

In this day, our Rabbis walked by the row of Bar-Mitzvah
boys and helped them one by one with wrapping of the teffilin
on their arms. Once they all gathered in front of the Heychal,
Rabbi Moti Kohanim recited the brachat Kohahim and they were
all blessed by our Rabbis.

Each boy was called up with his immediate family and given
a Torah to keep.

During the past few months, the boys got to do several
chessed projects. One of the activities, boys enjoyed, was a
night of dinner and learning with their father’s. This program
included a Soffer, who brought old and new tefillins to show
them how specially it is made. That night, the boys learned the
importance and responsibility of putting on their tefillin every
day.
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The other chessed project that went on for a few months
with the help of three Mother volunteers was selling snacks and
drinks at our both synagogues on Sundays from January until
June. All the proceeds went to an organization in Israel that
helps rehabilitate individuals that got injured during bombings
and terror attacks in recent years.

For the final Chessed project, on a rainy night in August, ten
boys participated in the big mitzvah of delivering food to needy
families in Queens through Tomchei Shabbat.

The Bar-Mitzvah Committee likes to thank The Rabbanim for
being there and blessing our Bar-Mitzvah boys and all the
volunteers with helping our Chessed projects and all our Bar-
mitzvah boys and their families to attend this annual ceremony
that we hope they all remember.

Rosh Hashana Food Drive

On Monday September 26th, two days before Rosh Hashanah,
volunteers delivered 1,500 prepared meals to individual families,
senior housing, three kosher food pantries and the Bikur Cholim
room at North Shore Hospital. Bags of food included apple, honey,
challah, grape juice, and flowers with a cooked holiday meal. This
was our first collaborated project between Mashadi “Helping Hands
Outreach Network” and Great Neck Synagogue “Huger Initiative”
committee. We would like to thank all the community members for
their generous donations. Thank you to the young volunteers who
delivered the bags late into the night and to the kids who created
beautiful greeting cards to personalize each food bag.

And a Special thanks to our local merchants - Everfresh, Great
Neck Glatt, Mazurs, Shop Delight, Whole Foods Market and
Chantilly bakery who supplied the food. Additionally, the “Helping
Hands Outreach Network”- under the leadership of Janet Hakimian
and the help of Lily Siouni, Anna Carmili, Alice Kohanim and many
more volunteers - collected money, supplied food necessities (
chicken, bags of rice, oil, etc.) and distributed food to local families
before the Holidays. The rest of the money which was collected
went to a Soup Kitchen in Israel, to individual families in Israel, and
was also given to the Angel Fund for the purpose of food purchase.

The experience was incredible for all who were involved. We felt
privileged to bring smiles to so many faces before the Holidays, a
big thanks to everyone involved for making these projects a
heartwarming and inspiring success.
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Senior Citizen Club Report

Ania Nassimi (Translated from Farsi)

One of the most admirable programs offered by the Mashadi
Community is the Senior Citizen Club for the elderly and retired
community members. This year, we celebrate the tenth anniversary
of this wonderful program. Throughout the past ten years, the
Senior Club has successfully served the needs of our elderly
community members, age 65 and over, providing them with many
free programs, and a forum in which to socialize with each other.

The Senior Club convenes two days a week, and its members
are very happy to spend those two days with their friends and
peers in the comfortable and friendly environment. Community
members who bring their elderly parents to this program have
expressed great pleasure, knowing that their parents can leave
their homes and have a pleasant time in a safe location twice a
week. Our community is proud of the fact we have so much respect
for our elderly, and that we have created such a warm atmosphere,
with so many exciting programs for their entertainment.

The organizers of this group have been running the Senior Club
for the past decade, and have continuously tried to improve it by
enhancing the existing programs, and adding even more
entertaining programs for our seniors. Our parents and elderly
community members take pride in getting together with each other
a couple of times a week to socialize, while enjoying Persian TV and
music. We are even able to provide them with live entertainment,
with occasional special visits from Persian singers, who perform
while the seniors enjoy an elaborate Persian meal.

The younger generation also visits the Senior Club at times, and
is always a source of joy and hope for the elderly. They don’t have
to take their elderly to doctor or provide them with their necessary
medication to be appreciated. The younger generation’s mere
presence next to elderly, and spending some time them makes the
seniors happy, and gives them new hope to live.

At the Senior Club, the elderly are regularly entertained with
many different programs. English and Hebrew classes have been
very popular among the seniors. There is also an exercise class that
takes place regularly during club meetings. Some of the more
artistic club members also enjoy the painting and arts & crafts
classes. Most of the time, though the members’ main enjoyment
comes from interacting with each other, and entertain themselves
with such games such as backgammon, chess, cards, and Bingo.

Farsi-speaking doctors regularly join us to speak on the subjects
of health and medicine, while spiritual leaders often visit the elderly
at this club and lend their time, as well. Social workers are always
available at the Mashadi Jewish Center, where the Senior Club
sessions take place. They help the elderly with health, insurance,
and social issues every week.

During the holidays, the elderly enjoy the special live music and
dance programs. Also, a few times a year, the students of Jewish
schools visit the elderly at the center and entertain them with
Hebrew songs. Many of these students are the club members’
grandchildren, which always add to the seniors’ joy and excitement.

Every year for Rosh Hashanah, apples and honey are distributed
to the elderly, and at Shavuot, the seniors are presented with
bouquets of flowers. For Tu Bishvat (llanot), the elderly are given
trays containing seven fruits from the trees of Israel, and for Purim
and Sukkoth, the children join their parents for music and dancing.
Israel’s Independence Day, Yom Ha’Atzmaut, is celebrated with
blue and white flags at the center, and for the Thanksgiving holiday,
a special turkey lunch is served to the Senior Club members.

There is a complimentary bus that brings the Senior Club
members to the Mashadi Jewish Center, available upon request. A
very complete nutrition program from the Health Department is
followed at the center, with a light breakfast and a complete lunch.

Some of the budget of this program is provided by Mr. John
Kaiman, the supervisor of the town of North Hempstead, which
provides us with the free bus service. We also receive substantial
help from our own community members, who, with their financial
assistance, are a tremendous support for our programs. Of course,
the Central Board provides the necessary budget for this club, and
has allowed us to use the reception hall at the Mashadi Jewish
Center twice a week for this important community program.

We urge all the members of the Mashadi Community to
encourage their elderly family members to join the Senior Citizen
Club. All those who are interested can support the activities of this
club for one month by paying $1800, or they can celebrate a special
day at the center by sponsoring a day’s lunch.

The club members always enjoy seeing new faces at the center.
We hope that the community will continue to support this program,
and that we can make it even better in the years to come.
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Nabila Levian

Mashadi Cultural & Educational Committee Report

Graduation Ceremony 2011

This year’s annual Mashadi Graduation Ceremony took place on
Sunday, June 20th at 1:30pm at the Mashadi Jewish Center in Great
Neck. Dr. Daniel Benilevi was this year’s Master of Ceremonies.
After Dr. Benilevi’'s opening remarks, Rabbi Mordechai Kohanim
conducted the Benediction (mi’sheberakh) and “Kohanim'’s
Benediction” (Birkat ha’Kohanim), and Rabbi Yosef Bitton delivered
words of wisdom and inspiration to our graduates.

Due to prior years’ positive feedback, a Mashadi Yearbook was
created once again this year with the help of Mr. Jason Idjadi which
included both photos and information on the graduates. Books and
Yearbooks were presented to two Medical School Graduates, and
eleven Master’s degree graduates. As tradition holds, the parents
and/or spouses of each Post-Graduate were called to the stage to
present their gifts. A speech was given by one of our Master’s
degree graduates, Mrs. Naz Aziz.

At this stage of the ceremony, we honored Mr. Hertzl
Cohanpour for his outstanding achievements in the Science of
Information Technology and the Field of Reinsurance. A copy of his
speech appears separately in this issue of Megillah.

The Yearbook gifts for the College and High School graduates
were presented by one or two current members of each of the
Community’s various Boards, and by some of the donors to the

Higher Education Committee’s interest-free student loan program.
A speech was given by College graduate, Josh Aharonoff. A speech
was also given by High School graduate, Michelle Hackman. The
ceremony concluded with the singing of Hatikva.

In the Report of Endowment and Loan Funds Update, it was
indicated that the amount of interest-free loans given to college
and post-graduate students last year exceeded $73,000. The total
amount granted since the start of the scholarship program in 1990,
which became a Loan Program in 2000, exceeded $1 million by June
2007.

The Mashadi Cultural and Educational Committee (Higher
Education Committee) would like to once again thank the
Community’s donors for making the student loan program possible.
The Committee would also like to thank those who made the
Graduation Ceremony program possible, including Dr. Daniel

Benilevi (Master of Ceremonies), and the following colleagues who
assisted in preparing this program: Mr. Marty Bassaly, Mrs. Behnaz
Dilmanian, Mrs. Nooshin Dilmanian, Mrs. Minoo Hakimian, Mr.
Jason Idjadi, Mr. Mickey Karimzadeh, Mr. Farshad Namdar, Mr.
Farshad Rahmanan, and Miss Michelle Sabzevari.

The list of all the graduates, including degrees and major(s)
appears separately in this issue of Megillah.
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List of Graduates — 2011

Medical School Graduates

Jackie Nikfarjam New York Medical College - M.D. Pl A S
Helen Nissim Albert Einstein College of Medicine - M.D. ot (o
Law School Graduates
Tammy Katsabian Yale Law School — Master of Laws (LL.M) Ololas” (ol
Joseph Loloi Touro Law School - J.D. Sy 383
Master’s Degree Recipients
Naz (Afraimi) Aziz Touro College - Masters in Literacy - Reading Specialist 330 (o91) 36
Simon Basalely Yeshiva University - Master of Science in Jewish Education ke Hg b
Nathan Etessami Wharton (University of Pennsylvania) - Master of Business bl 6L

Administration (MBA)
Cobby Gorjian New York University - Master of Science in Real Estate ol 5 5
Finance
Justin Gorjian New York University - Master of Science in Real Estate Ol 7yl
Development
Rivka (Jessica) (Aziz) Hakimian Fordham University School of Social Service - Master of Ol (3 36) (W) g9
Social Work
Sara Kamali Queens College - Master of Early Childhood Education S 1k
Sharona Kashimallak Touro College PA Program - MS/BS Health Sciences and Mo (Ll By
Physician Assistant Studies
Netanel Yaghoubi New York University - Master of Science in Real Estate Leix 6L
College Graduates & Major(s)
Arela Aharonoff Syracuse University RTINS
Josh Aharonoff Binghamton University - Bachelor of Science in Accounting Sl g pl il
Andrew Aziz New York University Stern School of Business - Bachelor of 30 931
Science in Finance
Sean Banilivy Boston University - Hospitality Administration S (o O
Isabelle Bassalian New York Institute of Technology - Bachelor of Architecture Olbay bl 3
Anna Ben Yehuda New York University - Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and 15g@ oy UT
Politics
Mijal Bitton Yeshiva University - Bachelor of Arts in English O b
Communications
Michael Chafiian Baruch College - Zicklin School of Business - Bachelor of Ol I Lo
Business Administration in Real Estate Investments
Joshua Cohen University at Albany - Bachelor of Science Concentration of o Teil>

Finance

Jonathan Davoudzadeh

Hofstra University - Bachelors of Business Administration in
Business Management

odl)5918 HLLl>

Omid Esraeilian Emory University - Bachelor of Arts in Economics and OULST gl ol
Mathematics

Lior Gavra Stony Brook University - Bachelors of Business Administration 1565 sohd

Jacomo Hakim Baruch College - Corporate Communications 5> g0g5>

Rachel Hakim Queens College - Bachelor of Arts in Italian o s

Adam Hakimi Queens College - Sociology o pla
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Jamie (Namdar) Hakimi Queens College - Bachelor of Science in Sociology o5 (51b) sow>
Nicole (Rahmanan) Hakimi Columbia University - Bachelor of Arts in Neuroscience > (Oblos3) a5
Ryan Hakimi Baruch College - Corporate Communications > oLl
Jason Hakimian New York Institute of Technology - Bachelors of Architecture Ol O gunz
Shana Hazghiyan Queens College - Bachelor of Science in psychology Obd 3> bl
Daniel Ismaili Queens College - Bachelor of Arts in Economics R IETWE g T
Ronnie Kalatizadeh Binghamton University - Financial Economics odl) JW” J9)
Joel Kamali Boston University - Bachelor of Science in Management S fig>
Emanuel Karmely Yeshiva University - Bachelor of Science in Finance o5 Bgilas!
Melissa Kashizadeh Queens College, Macaulay Honors College - Accounting and 0313 (L5 bunko
Information Systems (Bachelor of Arts)
Eddie Kelaty Queens College - Psychology SW s
Michelle Khojahiny Queens College - Psychology oS o
Gabriel Kohanim Queens College - Bachelors of Business Administration, g o o8
International Business, and Economics
Carolyn Levian Queens College - Actuarial Science Obgd csdosl”
Melody Levian Queens College (MaCaulay Honors College) - Speech Therapy Obed ook
Matthew Livi Maryland University — Journalism SS9 gaio
Elliot Moheban Queens College - Bachelor of Arts in Economics Sloxe gl
Evan Nabavian New York University - Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Olgs Olg!
History
Jacob Namdar Baruch College - Bachelor of Arts in Corporate slaob D9l
Communications
Rachel Namdar Queens College - Bachelor of Arts Speech Pathology slaob o
Chantal (Hajibay) Nassimi Hofstra University - Bachelors of Business Administration in o (8L () Sl
International Business
Rodney Nassimian Binghamton University - Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Olbsomd (31
Engineering
Loretta Nikfarjam Stony Brook University - Bachelor of Arts in Psychology & plo 455 659!
Sociology
Raquel (Hematian) Nikfarjam Queens College - Bachelor of Arts, Fine Arts Pl 45 (Sliod) S5l
Joshua Sabzevari Baruch College - Bachelor of Business Administration in 63193 Todle
Finance and Investments
Felix Zar San Diego State University — Accounting 35 els
Sebastian Zar Seton Hall University - Bachelor of Arts Political Science 33 Cowinlauw
High School Graduates
Brian Banilivy Sod S ol y Nicole Hadjibay b 2l Joi
Joshua Banilivy Sod o Todl> Nicole Hajioff S ol e
Orit Bitton Ot S9! Naomi Hakimi S 09
Daniel Cohanpour 380 e Jwile Nick Hakimi N ]
Michael Cohanpour 39 o8 SOk Ashley Hakimian Ol Ll
Ariel Dilamani Slols K ol Benjamin Hakimian Ol - puoloxiy
Joshua Ebrahimi ! gl Todls David Hakimian Ol Wy g9
Matthew Ebrani S guie Ethan Hakimian Olsoas> Oyt
Noah Ebrani Syl Melody Hakimian Ol S35k
Amanda Esraeilian RINRPWRRY N} Michael Hakimian Ohoal> IS Lo
Joel Gorjian ok & bax> Ayelet Hematian Olsen b T
Yoel Gorjian Ok 5 Py Limor Heskia LS se0
Michelle Hackman oy fiuo Ronen Idjadi okl 99
Jennifer Hadjibay Sb b Elizabeth Jacobi S5
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Elinor Kalatizadeh 0dl3 (U™ gl
Orly Kallati S S9!
Jonathon Kamali S5 Ol
Daniella Karimzadeh 013 2 o5 Wil
Sonia Karmily oo 5 Ligu
Jessica Kashinejad L g (W
Gilad Kohanim g™ Slakes”
Benjamin Khordipour 29 &3385 by
Joshua LeVian Obgd Toil>
Daniel Livi Sl Jwils
Daniel Livian Obgd Juils
Avigail Liviem PPN R
Yoel Liviem o P
Melanie Loloi SYY S
Mennie Loloi S o
Ariel Mardkhai S p o
Daniel Mordekai Bow Lils

Oliver Nabavian &b gs el
Brenda Namdar 1ol 105
Daniel Namdar Slowb wits
Daniel Namdar Slowb wits
Jasmine Namdar BIET RV WIES
Joshua Namdar slaob Todle
Rachel Namdar Slowl o
Michelle Nassimi P o
Jennifer Nitzani S s
Nadine Pouladian OboYe Ly
Arielle Rahmanan Oblos 3 o o
Brooke Rahmanan Oble>y 579 ¢
Yaron Shahverdi G398l 09l
Shmuel Soleimani Sk gl

Jonathan Yaghoubzadeh 013 Wein Ol

Alexandra Zar 25 sl

Daniel Zerovabeli

1995 Jils

My Jewish Hero: Morah Osnat

Ariel Kalati

Ariel Kalati is a ninth grade student at Jonathan Dayton High School in Springfield,
NJ. When she became interested in joining a People to People Ambassador Program
trip to Europe, Ariel’s parents encouraged her to raise part of the money for the trip
herself. She entered the Morris J. & Betty Kaplun Foundation Essay Contest and won
a grant for S750 for writing the below essay about her Jewish Hero, her Hebrew
School teacher (and mother) Morah Osnat Kalati. We’re proud of Ariel and her

wonderful achievements.

It seems like some students think of Hebrew school as an
unimportant after-school activity. Parents and students
resent it for not being ‘fun’ enough, and don’t appreciate
religious education. The time-honored Jewish value of study
doesn’t really receive center stage in the minds of most
students. The exception to that rule was Morah Osnat’s class.
Anything could be expected from her class... creating a giant
mosaic of Haifa, learning an Israeli dance, or digging up the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Morah Osnat taught interesting classes, and
more than that, she cared about her students for years after
they took her class.

Her lessons were always engaging and completely out of the
box. Rather than sit in a classroom and do worksheets on the
Israeli army, she led us out in a military march, telling us
about her own time as a soldier in Israel. As someone who
was born and raised in Israel, she was able to give us a much
broader perspective than most of the teachers. It was like, as
she put it at the beginning of the year, we were actually
going on a yearlong trip to Israel. Making learning about a

A

Ariel Kalati with one of the judges who presented the prize
and plaque at the Jewish Museum in lower Manhattan
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different country interesting to fourth-graders is difficult, but
Morah Osnat made Israel come alive for us by introducing us
to the culture, history, and the people. When we learned
about Tel Chai, she tied one arm behind each of our backs
and told us to come up with a way to plow fields with one
arm like Joseph Trumpeldor. We spent several weeks putting
together a mosaic of the city Haifa, which took up several
bulletin boards in the school hallway- and taught us about
the city. Most of her old students can recall that she gave
them chocolate logs- an Israeli chocolate that we spent a
lesson learning about.

The classes were always fun, but more importantly, they
stuck with the students for years after. Many of her students
that went to Israel, including me, recognized different cities
and places from her class, reminded of the projects we did.
Morah Osnat herself also stayed with the students for years
after they took her class. Every student she taught who
became a Bar or Bat Mitzvah received a bag of chocolate logs
from her as a gift. Since she lives in the same town as most of
her students, she sees them around town all the time.
Running into them at school or at synagogue, she would keep
up with them. Even if she wasn’t on teaching duty, if she saw
students texting on Shabbat or teasing another kid after
school, she would remind them of their Jewish values.
Everything was a teaching opportunity to Morah Osnat. On
Chanukah, instead of running the usual Chanukah program
where we would get gelt and dreidels and eat latkes, she
convinced the principal to change the program. After going
to our various Chanukah activities, we returned to the
sanctuary to find books and tallits sprawled across the chairs,
and junk littering the floor. The entire school worked

A

H HER
O THE HOLOCAUS

together to repair the room, just like the Jews repaired the Holy
Temple on Chanukah.

Unlike most of the Hebrew school teachers, Morah Osnat brought
learning outside of the classroom. For one month, we all had to
call our parents ‘Imma’ and ‘Aba’. Some of the students still do.
But her influence on us went deeper than that. In seventh grade,
she taught our class again, this time teaching us a Talmud class
instead of our usual Hebrew class. When a video of Gilad Shalit in
prison was released, she took time away from our other classes to
show us the video and explain the importance of freeing Gilad
Shalit. Morah Osnat tried to make Hebrew school as important as
possible. Even when parents and students saw it as unimportant,
she would demand that they take it seriously. If a student skipped
Hebrew school to go to cheerleading or see a movie, they were
likely to receive a lecture the next time she saw them.

This devotion to study was something that | really admired about
Morah Osnat. At the beginning of fourth grade, | spent most of my
time in her class giggling with my friend. By the end of seventh
grade, when | graduated Hebrew school, she had inspired me to
take a more serious approach to my religious education. | joined
our temple’s Teen Institute and began working as a teacher for
younger kids on Shabbat. The program of teens teaching Shabbat
services was also, by the way, run by Morah Osnat. She herself
runs services for the older kids in the temple.

Morah Osnat’s approach to teaching Hebrew school as something
that relates to the students was extremely influential on me.
Helping us act out Bible stories and telling us the importance of
coming to temple made Judaism become something that was part
of me all the time, not just when | walked into the temple.
Teaching us about Israel the way she did made Israel become a
real place, not just a far-off country that might as well be
imaginary. The Torah values study as one of the most important
Jewish values. Her class inspired me to pursue a life of study,
because she made me realize that learning isn’t always just sitting
in a classroom. In fact, | took up other learning opportunities, like
taking AP Art History in my school and joining a trip to Europe on
People to People. | discovered that learning was not only an
important value, but an amazing experience. Her class, and
everything | learned from it, made me proud to belong to a people
that have valued study for generations. She made me proud to be
alew.

A ) d AV

Alen Kalati (Ariel's Father), Osnat Kalati (Mom), Ariel Kalati, Shir
Kalati (proud sister), Parvin Kalati (Grandma, Alen's mom).
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More, More, More:
Do We Have a Problem?

Jennifer Kohanim

The Eleventh Annual
Lecture and Selichot Night,
sponsored by Learn-It-Up, took
place on Saturday night,
October 1st at Shaare Shalom
Synagogue. This year's keynote
speaker was Rabbi Shmuley
Boteach, who addressed the
audience of over 700 men and
women on "The Real Enemies of
Faith." Rabbi Shmuley is
among Newsweek's "50 Most
Influential American Rabbis."
He is one of the world's leading
relationship experts and values
and spirituality exponents, with
his books being translated into
17 languages. Rabbi Shmuley
gives lectures and makes TV
and radio appearances all over
the world on a regular basis.
Below is Jennifer Kohanim's
summation of Rabbi Shmuley's
lecture:

There was certainly no shortage of laughter the night Rabbi
Shmuley Boteach came to speak at our Kanisa. It was the Saturday
night before Yom Kippur and we were all prepared for a night of
inspiration and prayer. Though, much to our surprise and great
advantage, the night also came with lots of laugh-out-loud stories —
everything from the joke about a man who got into a car accident
who was more concerned about the loss of his Rolex than the loss
of his limb, to the various wisecracks about dating and
matchmaking (guys who came to the Rabbi Shmuley looking for
nice girls, but who immediately asked what a girl looked like, and
girls who were likewise looking for nice guys, but who immediately
asked what a guy did for a living).

Beyond the laughs, the Rabbi Boteach’s speech was filled with
very important messages — messages so targeted to our community
that | walked out that night amazed at how well the Rabbi Shmuley
knew our community’s challenges and attitudes.

The Rabbi’s speech was centered upon this natural tendency to
look at other people’s lives as a springboard to judge our own lives.
He painted the picture quite disturbingly, explaining that many
people had great lives filled with much blessing and opportunity,
but that they too often looked at what they didn’t have compared
to the people around them, automatically concluding that their life
was a drag.

For example, the Rabbi explained, you may have a great family
and beautiful children to be proud of, but you look at your friend’s
family and you get upset that your kids aren’t married like his kids
are. Or, you have a great marriage, but you look at your friend and

the numerous trips she and her husband go on throughout the year
and you feel like your husband’s income is not enough, like your
marriage is inadequate somehow, or worse — that you deserved
better and may have settled for less than your worth.

The Rabbi wasn’t short of examples and each example got uglier
and uglier. What he was trying to convey was that this comparative
thought process (my life vs. my friends’ lives) led to a real serious
pattern of dissatisfaction, where you constantly feel like you
amount to nothing in comparison to the people around you.

What the Rabbi kept on drilling home was that someone will
always have more money than you, someone will always have a
bigger house than you, and someone will always find a way to make
a more glamorous party than you. So, why on earth are you putting
so much energy to be “better” than them?

And as the Rabbi put it, if you get stuck in this mindset of “more
more more” and “best best best,” not only will you never be
satisfied (because someone will most definitely up your record), but
it's also a really easy way to lose sight of what’s really important.

For example, if you work like crazy so you can have the money
to throw an extravagant Bar Mitzvah party for your son (because
you know the community will judge you based on the kind of party
you throw), but then you don’t spend time with your child
explaining the significance of becoming Bar Mitzvah, then you and
your son are at a real loss. As the Rabbi explained, your son will
naturally associate his Bar Mitzvah with a flashy dance party instead
of associating it with the beginning of an exciting journey to explore
what it really means to be a part of the Jewish nation.
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Now do we have this problem? I’'m certainly not saying that
every single person in the community has their priorities out of sync
and would ignore their son in the process of making a Bar Mitzvah
party, but this is the picture Rabbi Shmuley painted for our
community that night. You may think it’s fully true, partially true, or
way too extreme and dramatized, but either way there’s a lesson to
learn from what the Rabbi suggested as a means to reverse this
natural desire to look at our neighbors and want more, more, more.

The first step in killing this desire lies in one word — gratitude. If
you take a moment to think about all the amazing things in your life
and all the incredible things G-d gave you (your health, your family,
your friends, your education, your unique talents, your personality,
etc) for just a couple of minutes every day, you will feel a
difference. If you frame every day with that perspective, everything
you have will seem like a luxury as opposed to being not enough.

The second step — and | know this might sound strange, but
bare with me for a second — is to grow vertically as opposed to
horizontally. Now, that doesn’t mean that you should aim to grow
taller as opposed to fatter — what Rabbi Boteach was really trying to
express was that instead of accumulating new “things” and growing
horizontally (basically trying to make yourself happy by acquiring
material things like clothing, jewelry, cars, gadgets, etc to impress
the people around you), that instead you should try digging deep
and reaching up to make your relationships more meaningful.

Try visualizing horizontal growth, the accumulation of stuff
sitting beside you. You are happy because you have ... an awesome
car, a prized wife/husband, an impressive house, a glamorous
wardrobe, a jaw-dropping shoe collection, etc. These items are not
only going to provide you with short-term happiness — because
your car will eventually get scratched, your wife/husband will
eventually lose his/her good looks, etc — but because someone else
will eventually “beat” you and get an even more impressive car or
wardrobe.

Now visualize vertical growth — digging in deep and reaching
high — where you have an amazing wife/husband who you share
your deepest thoughts and fears with, who you exchange stories of
joy and struggles with, who you spend quality time with. Visualize
asking your kids what they learned in school that day and what
their favorite subject in school is. Visualize asking your friends —
who you’ve known since you were little kids in Talmud Torah —
what they’re passionate about, who their role models are, what
they dream they want to do with their lives.

Try that and see what’s more meaningful. Try that and see what
scenario gives you more long-lasting satisfaction — the new dress or
the really wonderful conversation you had with your friend, kid, or
spouse.

That’s the message | received from Rabbi Shmuley Boteach’s
recent speech. What do you think? Did the Rabbi get it right? Do we
have this problem? And if so, what can we do to fix it?
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Israeli Soldier Gilad Schalit
Released from Prison after Five Years

Rodney Hakim

On October 18th, 2011, Israeli Soldier, Sergeant First Class,
Gilad Schalit, was released after being held in prison for five years
by the Palestinian Arab militant group, Hamas. Sgt. Schalit, now 25,
was captured in an illegal cross-border raid by Hamas militants in
June 2006, at the age of 19. Sgt. Schalit was held in a secret Hamas
prison for over five years, and for the entirety of his imprisonment,
was denied access to such basic human rights for prisoners as any
visits from the Red Cross to check on his condition, and any visits or
phone calls from his family and friends. Hamas was so adamant in
their refusal to divulge even the most basic information about the
health and whereabouts of Sgt. Schalit, that many suspected he had
been killed long ago. Thankfully, after many years of pleading and
prayer from family and friends, as well as from the worldwide
Jewish community, Israel was finally able to secure Sgt. Schalit’s
release. Israel had attempted to free him for many years, both with

military operations and through diplomacy, but was unsuccessful
until this final deal was agreed upon.

Sgt. Schalit’s release came at a heavy price, as the deal that
Israel made with Hamas was a prisoner swap, returning Sgt. Schalit
home in exchange for over 1,000 Palestinian Arab prisoners that
were being held in Israeli jails. Many of these Palestinian Arab
prisoners are violent terrorists, jailed for such horrendous crimes as
bombing crowded Israeli cafes, and murdering innocent Israeli
civilians and children. It was a bittersweet exchange for Israel, as
they and the worldwide Jewish community were very happy to
have their son, their brother, and their fellow Jew released from
captivity, but with the fear that the terrorists released in the swap
would try to capture more soldiers and kill more Jews after their
release. The release of Sgt. Schalit marks the first time in 26 years
that a captured Israeli soldier has been returned to Israel alive.
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OUR CHILDREN WRITE LETTERS TO GILAD SHALIT

The release and the consequent return home of Gilad Shalit after so many years of captivity filled
our hearts and souls, though the price paid was tremendously heavy, with incredible feelings of happiness

and joy.

The Israel and Zionism Committee felt an obligation to convey to Gilad and to his family our expressions of
closeness and participation for his return at home and we asked to our Talmud Torah children to write,

each one of them, a letter to Gilad.

We thank all the responsible and teachers of our Talmud Torah for having so warmly and instantly
organized this project.

In the very near future we will collect all the writings of our children in an album which will be delivered
to Gilad in Israel . Here below are some extracts of the letters.

The Israeli and Zionism Committee of UMJCA

izC

Israel & Zionism
Committee
of UMJCA

Untitled
s ilhalts, leased. I have a few questions. In Prison did they give you

My name is Ryan Elian. Thank G-d.you are rel 1
ko};her food? I was also wondering if you used a gun in the army?

I love Israel!!!

Ryan Elian
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Israeli

Scientist Dan Shechtman

Wins the Nobel Prize in Chemistry

Rodney Hakim

In October 2011, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences announced that the
winner of this year’s Nobel Prize in
Chemistry would be Israeli scientist, Daniel
Shechtman. Dr. Shechtman, a 70-year old
professor from Haifa who also teaches at
lowa State University and does research for
the United States Department of Energy,
won for his discovery of quasicrystals,
materials in which atoms are packed
together in a well-defined pattern that never
repeats. This pattern is well known in
mathematics and medieval Islamic art, but
was thought to be impossible to find in the
packing of atoms, which usually have a
random pattern, and not one that is so highly
structured.

Dr. Shechtman originally discovered the
same kind of organized structure in other
metals in 1982, but his findings were laughed
at for years by other scientists, including a
former Nobel Prize winning chemist, who
scoffed at the idea that Dr. Shechtman’s
discovery would alter the definition of the
chemical makeup of certain crystals and
metals. Ten years later, in 1992, Dr. Shechtman’s definition of
crystals became the one officially accepted by the scientific
community, and two decades later, in 2011, his discovery of
quasicrystals made him the 10th Israeli citizen to win the Nobel
Prize. His discovery is already being applied to creating stronger
metals and medical equipment, among other applications.

Another Israeli scientist shared the same Nobel Prize in
Chemistry two years ago, but Dr. Shechtman is one of the few
scientists in recent memory to have won the Nobel Prize
individually. After the announcement, Dr. Shechtman was called by
both Israeli President, Shimon Peres, who said, “Professor
Shechtman, you today brought an enormous gift to the State of
Israel,” and by Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, who
told him, “Every Israeli is happy today, and every Jew in the world is
proud.”

Dr. Shechtman joins a lengthy list of Jews who have won Nobel
Prizes over the course of the last century. Since 1901, 850
laureates have received Nobel Prizes, and over 170 of them have
been Jews. In 2011 alone, five Jews were awarded Nobel Prizes,
including Dr. Shechtman (Chemistry), along with Saul Permutter
and Adam Riess (Physics), and Ralph Steinman and Bruce Beutler
(Medicine). Jews have won Nobel Prizes in every category, with
some winners being among the most famous in history:

Literature: 13 Jews have won the Nobel Prize in Literature [12%
of world total, 27% of U.S. total], including renowned British
playwright Harold Pinter (2005), and writer Isaac Bashevis Singer

(1978)

World Peace: 9 Jews have won the
Nobel Prize in World Peace [9% of world
total, 10% of U.S. total], including such
internationally famous names as Henry
Kissinger (1973), Menachem Begin (1978),
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel (1986), and
Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin (1994)

Economics: 28 Jews have won the
Nobel Prize in Economics [41% of world
total, 53% of U.S. total], with 8 winners in
10 years between 1970 and 1980, and
another 6 winners in 7 years between
1990 and 1997

Chemistry: 32 Jews have won the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry [20% of world
total, 29% of U.S. total], including the
winner from 2009, Ada Yonath, and this
year’s winner, Daniel Shechtman

Physics: 49 Jews have won the Nobel
Prize in Physics [26% of world total, 37% of
U.S. total], including one of the most
famous scientists in history, Albert Einstein
(1907), along with Neils Bohr (1922) and
this year’s co-winners, Saul Permutter and

Adam Riess

Medicine/Physiology: 54 Jews have won the Nobel Prize in
Medicine [27% of world total, 40% of U.S. total], including four
consecutive winners even in the midst of World War Il and the
Holocaust (1944-1947), six consecutive winners between 1964 and
1970, and this year’s co-winners, Ralph Marvin Steinman and Bruce
Beutler

Overall, 22% of all winners of the Nobel Prize from 1901-2011
have been Jews, and 36% of all U.S. winners. Female winners of the
Nobel Prize who are Jewish have comprised 38% of all winners, and
50% of all U.S. winners. Jews account for 0.2% of the world’s
population, and 2% of the U.S. population.

For a group that has won such an overwhelming percentage of
the Nobel Prizes awarded over the last 110 years, however, Jews
are continually unfairly blamed for many of the world’s problems,
as opposed to being recognized by the larger world community as
being such an integral part of finding the solutions to those
problems, and paving the road for greater knowledge, innovations,
health, and peace.

On the bright side, given the tremendous percentages of Nobel
laureates in the fields of science and medicine who have been Jews,
it’s no surprise that your bubbe keeps telling you to marry a Jewish
doctor. Chances are, you might end up with a future Nobel Prize
winner, as well!
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A Letter from a Physician

(Traslated from Farsi)

The Late Dr. Youssef Bassali was born on Yom Kippur 1923 in
Marv in the former Soviet Union. He was named after his
grandfather, Mola Yossef Bassal, the rabbi of the Mashadi
community who was instrumental in helping the Mashhadi
community in maintaining practice of Judaism during the
challenging times. Due to the difficulties emanating from living
in a Communist environment, his family immigrated back to
Mashhad. When he was twelve years old he lost his father, and
as the oldest child he became responsible for a family of 6.
Nonetheless, despite the many hardships, he graduated from
Tehran University with a degree in medicine. He was the first
medical doctor in the Mashhadi community. Among many
applicants for the position, he was selected by Dr. Manuchehr
Eghbal (former Prime Minister of Iran) as the only student to
carry on his residency in the field of infectious diseases.
Subsequently, when Dr. Eghbal’s children were sick, he sent
them to his former student, Dr. Bassali, for diagnosis and
treatment. He worked for Iran’s Ministry of Health as the head
of the Contagious Diseases department in the Tehran province.
He is a named author of research papers in a British medical
journal about the measles vaccine developed in Iran in late 60’s.

Dr. Bassali was a devoted husband a remarkable father in
addition to his being an excellent physician. His memory is with
us.

Bassali Family
% ok ok

Dr. Youssef Bassali was a kind, highly educated, and skillful
practitioner in the field of medicine. Despite spending
numerous years of scientific study of medicine, he continued to
maintain his passion for literature, poetry and music. Medical
and scientific theories trains a person’s outlook concerning the
use of logic and often the individual focuses only on those skills.
Dr. Bassali certainly mastered those skills, but at the same time,
he was a very affectionate person whose heart was filled with
emotions and yearnings for spirituality. He was not afraid to
reveal his emotions, nor did he believe that his love for
spirituality lessened the importance of his dedicated
involvement in the medical world.

The letter that you are about to read is a good example of
Dr. Bassali’s deep thoughts and emotions. This letter was
written in response to our letter and the photographs and slides
that we sent in 1970, one year after our marriage and living in
America. This letter is so sweet and filled with deep sentiments
that whenever we read it, we cry and laugh as we remember
with him. Like a bird flying with imaginary wings, we travel
through the past forty one years in a matter of few minutes, and
we feel ourselves once again next to Dr. Bassali as we share
those sweet memories.

We are presenting this treasured letter to dear readers.

Raya and Khosrow Namdar

Itis 2 PM.

Leaning back in the
Edareh’s’ automobile,
we are on a road outside
of Tehran heading
toward the city. There
was a late wedding last
night and we didn’t get
enough time to sleep.
Gradually, I fall into a
dreaming state, half
asleep, half awake.
Streams of thoughts take me to here and there. In this parade
of thoughts I visit past, present and future. I am drawn to this
same time last year. What a colorful and pleasurable feeling
- so beautiful and memorable, so captivating. I cannot pass
through this course easily. [ want to linger at these very
short but memorable times. [ focus my thoughts so that I can
place myself further and deeper in those days.

1 try to start from the very beginning. On that Thursday
night in late Khordad’, after six or seven years I saw
Khosrow® at Mehr-Abad airport. He was tactfully telling
everyone that you haven’t changed at all. What a pleasant
lie! The following day, Friday, I visited Khosrow at
Houshang’s" home. We had an extensive conversation about
a variety of subjects. I sensed that Khosrow is very deep and
thinks clearly about important life issues. I felt that it would
be very upsetting if he returned to America empty-handed. [
foresaw a good future for him if he met and married a young
lady of his stature here in Tehran.

Days and weeks passed until destiny took its course. By
the way, I am not sure how much Khosrow believes in destiny.
There are those who say that the world and its creatures were
formed merely as a result of an accident. How then can we
explain so many delicacies of creation, all the “strong
particles” and the “weak greatnesses”? Did they all come
about by mere accident? Can it be imagined that the precise
and astounding structures of the human brain and heart and
other organs of the human body, all constructed millions of
times better and far more perfectly than computers all
resulted from some accident? It is impossible that all these

[

! Dr. Bassali worked for The Ministry of Health (Edareh). As
part of the job often he was taken to trips. When he started this
letter he was in the back seat and had the time to write letters.

? Persian month corresponding to May21-June 21

* Youngest brother of Dr. Bassali’s wife

* Brother of Dr. Bassali’s wife
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masterful works came about merely by chance. Accidents are
only “fluky” but not “masterful”. Hope to G-d that my
understanding is right! Regardless of all the philosophies, it
would be quite sad that the foundation of everything would be
merely “accident”.

Oh! where was I going-- [ was thinking about the
delightful and
remarkable
“masterful work”
(shahkar) that
came about for
Khosrow. Was a
better catch
(shahkar) than this
possible? Khosrow
sang so many songs
about “catching”
(shekar) that
eventually he
became a catcher
(Shekarchi). One
could wonder, was
it simply a catch
(shekar) or was it
indeed a “masterful work” (shahkar)? In my opinion it was
both, a “masterful catch” (shekareh shahkar) and by whom?.
.. You are laughing? Promptly you should say by both of us. .
. Now, Khosrow and Raya are together, they are the couple
who make our family institution warmer and more beautiful.

Many interesting memories march before me: Baghe
Padegan’ on that stunning evening, and the incredible boat
rides, the days you were in our home, the evening outings,
Damavand’, . . .. I can’t get enough of revisiting the
memories of those journeys, those excursions, those happy
times.

Now, we have come to Babolsa/, .... The exhilarating
Babolsar. 1It’s truly fascinating to see, as I visualize those
days of sea, pool, canoeing, river and leisure boat and tens of
other memories. Recalling those memories gives me great
joy, vet, realizing that they are all past it is deeply
disappointing. Afternoon excursions at the shore were filled
with warmth and beauty. Now, I immerse myself entirely in
that day as it is getting close to sunset, with only us present at
the vacant sea shore. I gaze at the far horizon. The last rays of
sun hit the vast surface of the sea creating an exquisite scene
as if telling us that we should say farewell to this day also.
This shimmering sea is embedded with mysteries. Successive
waves come one after the other and with glamour and certain
competence hit the shore sands and in a pleasant voice say

> Armed Forces park.
% Damavand is a village 50 kilometers east of Tehran
7 Babolsar is a coast city at the Caspian see.

farewell to the last moments of their lives. Another wave and
the next waves, in the same manner “shape’” and “vanish”.
Hours, days, years, thousands of years this endless course has
been carrying on and will continue. . .. You! endless waves,
what are you saying and what do you want? Speak out with
more clarity!.- tell us what secrets hide within you as you give
up your existence as
you carry them to the
shore? Come and tell
us your memories in
details. . . . tell us that
where were the drops
that formed you one
hour ago, months ago
and years ago. In
which cloud, they
were hidden? In
which river and sea
depth were they
rolling?

Now! At this
moment that this wave
vanishes and callously
you are left behind in
the sands, alone and with no companion, what’s your destiny?

Where and in what form you will continue your existence?
What is the difference between “you” and “us”? Are you
also bound by accidents? When does G-d create so many
accidents? What is His goal? I cannot comprehend it. Now,
let’s start the awesome gatherings that draw everyone to sing
poetry and songs and dance. They are so exhilarating. [ am
not sure which songs to recall. It’s a great idea to request
from Khosrow to sing various songs and record them on both
sides of a tape and send it to us so we can use when we want.

Night falls. The faint moonlight declares the passage of
another day of these dreamlike days. The roaring waves,
indifferent to what transpires around them come and go and
declare the passage of a moment, a time, a life. You,
impatient waves, please stop struggling for a moment. You
restless moon, please hold back for a moment. Then, perhaps,
these wonderful days will not end so quickly. Don’t you know
that these moments are not repeatable? [ hear their replies as
they seem to whisper with grief, they say, “yes, we are aware,
but,..., but we have no choice. We only come and go. Time
cannot stay. . . . We are going back. In the dark of the night,
at my request, everyone is singing the very last song “I took
the oath of not to come back to the sea, If I ever came back
again ...”

It seems that we have reached to the blaring, crowded
city of Tehran. Inevitably, I must stop my thoughts and
revisiting of those memories. [ must stop dreaming and deal
with the realities of life. Tonight, we are supposed to see the
slides sent by Khosrow. Great! —Tonight, as well, we will
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relive our memories which seem more real than mere
thoughts.
* * *

Greetings to Raya and Khosrow. I hope that you are
happy and healthy. We are fine, thank G-d. A few nights ago,
we saw your slides at Houshang’s home. The accompanying
audio tape added spice to the slides. It was very touching, and
brought tears to my eyes. It was a great stimulus for me and
“while the oven was hot, I attached the bread” and I re-
started the letter. Despite a minor delay, I was able to save
myself from the embarrassment of not fulfilling what I had
promised you.

As you are aware, Mr. Banilevi® and his family will be
leaving for America in a few weeks. As much as their
emigration is a delightful event for you, it is saddening and
painful to us. Naturally, with all the association and the
affection between our families, such a separation is very
disheartening for us. Certainly, the memories of so many
years of being together will be painful in the future. In these
times, the realities of life often necessitate separations and
scattering of the families to different parts of the world. How
sad, especially, for us who are used to very close family ties
and are so attached to each other. Such separations are
painful...

Let’s talk philosophy! again. If we divide life into past,
present and future, you can see that except for a collection of
sad and happy memories or a fist full of black and white ashes
nothing remains from the past to cheer on. The present is
continuously passing and is not tangible and nothing of any
essence can come from the present time. Thus, only the future
remains. It is the future that cheers on the thoughts of a
person and in fact establishes the “goal”. While a person is
still young the landscape for the “goals” is very beautiful and
highly desirable. This is the source of youthful joy and
appears to have an unbounded horizon. Even when a portion
of goal is lost, a good portion remains, hence, there is not
much of a fear for separations because during youth one
would easily get acquainted with others in new environments.
As the time passes, and a person ages (sadly!) the prospects

for the future and the goals narrow and become more
confined. Separations and scattering of people lessen the
anticipation of a future filled with happiness and diminishes
the joy. On the other hand, the limitations gradually cause a
change of attitude. One tries to utilize any occasions, for
instance, a visiting relative, a wedding, or travel, . . . and . . .
but they all eventually pass and come to an end and the
supplies and inventory are lowered.

Of course the above description and conclusion does not
apply to everyone. There are individuals who basically never
think of the past, or present and future. With grand naiveté
they eat, sleep and go through the daily routine never paying

8 Dr. Bassali’s brother in law

much attention to the good and bad events. Untroubled, their
spirit is high at all times.--- They are so lucky.

In late Khordad we went to Ramsar’ for a few days.
Because of rain we were not able to enjoy the sea, but th
incredible greenery and amazing nature were present
everywhere. The villas where we stayed were in the midst of
forest with most beautiful flowering plants. We cherished the
prevailing silence that surrounded us. We were privileged by
Houshang’s playing the mandolin and others’ singing songs
and dances.

Because we could not get satiated from watching your
slides, a few evening ago, the slide projector was brought to
our home. We invited Raya’s parents and we watched the
slides again. After 12 months, this was the first time that we
could see you in our midst. You didn’t step your foot down
from the wall, you delivered a monologue and you said and
you sang whatever you wished, nevertheless, it was
incredible. . . .

Now, we are in Damavand. We have come to Damavand
for a short two day trip. We are with Amir—Agham
(Bassalian) and Nahid-Khanom (wife) and the children sitting
by the famous above-the-spring river. I am describing for
them that last year exactly the same day (third day of
Mordad"') when we were here together with you and it had
left so many memories for us.

In Damavand, everything was the same as last year.
River’s water “indifferent to everything” was flowing as if
murmuring the memories of those days. Wherever we went,
the children frequently reminded that, uncle Khosrow, here
sang such and such song and here he said that joke, and
here,...,and...., ...

1t seems that I talked to you at length, the letter is long
enough and colorful. I hope that its colors are not too bold
nor inharmonious. I used the opportunities during my trips in
the Edareh’s car to different towns to write this letter. I hope
that you will have the time to write back long letters. I would
be delighted.

After Mr. Banilevi’s departure to America, my family
together with Amir-Agha’s family are planning to go to
Babolsar for several days. Certainly, in addition to your
absence, we shall feel their upsetting absence, too.

Wishing you health and happiness. Farewell

Bassali
49/5/11"

? Ramsar is a coast city at the Caspian see.

' Dr. Bassali’s brother in law

" Persian month corresponding to July 23-August 22

'2 The date “49/5/11” of the Persian Calendar corresponds
August 2, 1970
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The Eccentric Corner:
Blow Your Mind !

Michael M. Mardkha

The pure purpose of the articles in this corner is an attempt to make you chuckle, grin or raise
your eyebrow. It has no bearing on politics, religion, finance ...etc. and it has no philosophical

value whatsoever.
Enjoy!

Last week | was browsing thru various news articles about
different subjects (much more informative than TV) and | saw this
fascinating article about how NASA just discovered a new planet
affectionately named Kepler-22 after it was discovered by the
Kepler probe launched in March 2009. The Kepler mission has
discovered about 1300 new planets so far and Kepler-22 is the first
confirmed discovery which resembles Earth. Seems that Kepler-22
is roughly 2.5 times the size of Earth and it has a climate similar to
that of Key West. This means that it is in a “habitable” zone from
its sun and it could support liquid water and therefore life forms
(maybe even some Cubans).

By now you are probably saying “so where is the blow my mind
part”. The Blow My Mind part comes in knowing this earth
lookalike is a mere 600 light years away. Translated it means that if
you were on a spaceship that could travel at the speed of light
(that’s 186,000 miles/sec) you can get there in about 600 years.
Now let’s do the math and see what we get. There are 60 sec in a
minute, 3600 seconds in an hour, and 86400 seconds in a day so in
a day we can travel 16,070,400,000 miles. Just to give you a dose of
reality, NASA launched the nuclear powered Voyager missions in
1977 and 1978 respectively and after 34 years of traveling at best
speeds we can do today, Voyager-1 just passed the 10,800,000,000
miles mark.

I know by now you are getting a bit dizzy but stay with me a bit
longer. So we established in one day at the speed of light we can
cover a little more than 16 Billion miles so in 365 days we can travel
about 5,865,696,000,000 miles — this is beginning to look like our
national debt. Here is an irony for you — if we would pay back our
debt at $186,000 per second, it would take us a mere three years to
pay off our national debt. Now let’s go all away and in 600 years of
traveling at 5.8 Trillion miles a year we finally arrive Kepler-22, a
mere 3,519,417,600,000,000 miles from our little planet Earth. This
is off course if we could travel at the speed of light which we
certainly can’t, thank you Einstein. The best we can do today is
about 317 Million miles every year so for another dose of reality, it
would actually take us 11,079,648 years to get to Kepler-22, give or
take a few. Or we could just borrow a starship from captain Kirk
and just zoom there in just a few minutes using the warp engines to
bend the space-time continuum, again thank you Einstein.

So have | blown your mind yet or just given you a giant
migraine?

These numbers have a real humbling effect on those who can
digest them. For some, these numbers are out of reach and

It is merely a five minute escape into the pure world of Eccentric facts.

therefore out of mind. Nevertheless, one can’t help but wonder
what, or more importantly, who is out there? Is there really liquid
water on Kepler-22? Is there any life at all? Maybe some single cell
life forms like microbial life or maybe some early fishlike animals
have formed. Is it possible that there is dry land and oceans like
Earth and maybe vegetation? If there is dry land then maybe some
early reptile like animals have already been formed which means it
probably has an atmosphere. Maybe even mammals are roaming
around Kepler-22 also or maybe, just maybe, there are advanced
life there perhaps much more advanced than us. Wouldn’t that
blow your mind???

At this point an inquiring mind will first take a couple of Tylenols
(for the migraine) and would ask why haven’t they (the advanced
life forms) have contacted us yet? Since you stayed with me this far
and lived thru these mind blowing numbers and the subsequent
migraines, there is no going back now and this is just the beginning.
Most probable reason for why they have not contacted us yet is
that we have not been listening. Let’s assume that someone at
Kepler-22 decided to point a powerful radio dish at Earth at around
early 1900’s which is roughly about the period of time James
Maxwell was perfecting his mathematical model of what eventually
became the Radio. However, the actual radio did not become
reality until late 1920’s thanks to Marconi’s research. Since Kepler-
22 is 600 light years away, the signal that was sent around 1900’s
would not arrive at Earth until 2500’s, so we have five hundred
years to go. Even the advanced beings on Kepler-22 can’t get
around laws of physics which is universal.

Another more humbling reason could be that Earth is simply not
important enough to stand out. The reality of it all is that our sun
(and its planets) is just a small dot in a vast space allocated to the
Milky Way galaxy. This spiral shaped galaxy spans about 120,000
light years in diameter and contains some 400 Billion stars and
about some 50 Billion planets of which only 500 Million are in the
habitable zone. If you want to know our exact address — our solar
system is about two thirds of the way outward from the center, on
the inner edge of the Orion belt. Oh by the way, by most estimates
there are about 100 to 200 Billion galaxies in our universe. Care to
do the math on that? | don’t know about you but | have to go to
CVS and get a larger bottle of Tylenol.
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Parenting — The Do’s and Don'’ts

of Being a Mediocre Dad
Another Inappropriately Silly Satire

Michael Hakimian

WARNING: Before reading the below article, please be advised that fatherhood is a serious commitment, which usually requires up to 30 or
45 minutes per week, and sometimes more.

Over the past year and a half, | have accrued a tremendous amount of parenting experience. | can safely say that parenting is one of
the easiest things that Hashem has invented. As the father of one 17 month old, | am currently working on my first book “How to raise a
teenager.”

One thing that | have sadly discovered, is that well over 100% of today’s dads are engaging in an epidemic known as ‘screwing up’. This
is a relatively new phenomenon, sprouting in the last 50 years or so. Let’s go into more detail in the below cases, shall we?

1- ‘Overhelping’ - Overhelping is a disease which leads fathers to help out with tasks which were traditionally thought of as the mom’s job,
such as reading to your child, etc, and in some extreme cases, changing diapers. Certain scientists™ have discovered that this may actually
reduce the mom’s self esteem, but it is widely agreed that the most harmful effect is that it may actually inconvenience the dad.

2 — ‘Using your words’ — Centuries ago, dads used to put children in line through the use of spanking, hand slapping, and the occasional
throwing of the shoe. Today’s dad places their kid in a corner, and wastes valuable time sternly explaining why what they did was wrong.
Some studies'” show that ‘time outs’ and other non-violent parenting techniques is only effective 9 out of 10 times.

3 — ‘Being there too often’ — Some of the greatest world leaders were neglected as children. Kids can later turn this lack of a sense of self
worth into constructive aggression. 1 or 2 CEQ’s of today’s Fortune 500 companies had dads who did not show up to their school plays(s).

Below are some tips and illustrations, for all the rookie dads out there. Good luck!

Situation 1: "Loose and Backwards" Situation 2 "Tasting Beer Early"

ot
T

ilNa

N
Many dads have learned to turn their kids off from alcohol by

The “loose and backwards” trick is a timeless classic, although | allowingthem to taste beer at an early age. They usually hate it for

recent'y, mothers are Seeing r|ght through the fa'se’ poor diaper at least a few years. Do not become alarmed if your child likes |t, it
installations, and are demanding perfection. just means that you have found yourself a drinking buddy.

W4
(.
N

(1) These ‘scientists’ may or may not be legitimate, and may or may not hold a high school diploma.
(2) These studies were performed in 1984, when these methods were not yet invented.
(3) This ‘fact’ is indeed a complete guess, but statistically speaking, there must be at least one or two out of 500 with a troubled childhood.
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Charity Begins at Home

Robert Bichoupan, Esq.

| wish to lodge a complaint. My complaint is against the
community as a whole. Despite the fact that we are charitably
minded, we often practice charity in a thoughtless, inefficient
manner. We do not plan our
charity intelligently. We live in a
society of rules and taxes, and yet
we proceed at times as if they do
not exist. Our government has
offered to be our partners in our
charitable donations, yet we cling
to “our ways”.

Some people have difficulty
obtaining credit from banks or
qualifying  for  opportunities.
Perhaps their goal is to minimize
expenses and taxes associated
with income. The unintended
consequence is also missed
opportunities. Simultaneously,
some of these individuals make
charitable gifts, often in bits and
drabs over the course of the year,
adding up to significant sums.
What they do not realize is that
charitable gifts, when made in the
proper manner and to
appropriate entities, are tax-deductible. These charitable gifts
can be deductible both against income taxes, as well as estate
and other taxes. Further, the organizations receiving the
donations would rather receive it in a lump sum, instead of in
bits and drabs. A donation to a proper 501(c)(3) organization
can entitle the person making the gift to these deductions.
Therefore, the same party can now show greater income, while
simultaneously getting a deduction for the charitable gift they
would donate anyway. In this way, that individual may qualify
for credit and opportunities available to higher income
individuals, that they currently are denied. Besides, who among
us doesn’t like a discount?

The government will be a partner in these gifts by
supplementing the gift with tax deductibility. By example, if
your income was $100,000 and you gifted $10,000 to a qualified
entity, the tax savings on the $100,000 offsets part of the cost of
that gift. This allows a larger gift to be made at the original cost
or allows the original gift to be made at a discount. Moreover,
by coupling this idea of intelligent gifting with estate planning,
individuals and married couples can donate substantial gifts to
charities, take a substantial deduction, and still reserve benefits
for their children and heirs.

Money Matters

How is this possible? It is possible through the use of
Charitable Lead Trusts, Charitable Remainder Trusts, gifting
under one’s Last Will and testament and a variety of other
methods. By gifting a significant
asset to a qualified charity and
reserving future benefits in the
asset, or by placing an asset in
trust, and reserving income and
use of the asset for a period of
time for oneself or one’s family
before delivery of the asset to the
charity, one can achieve multiple
goals, not the least of which is tax
savings. Moreover, it allows one
the mitzvah of charity, a mitzvah
supplemented by the
government. Such gifting allows
you to benefit your favorite
charity, your synagogue, or other
qualified project in ways that we
as a community seem not to have
embraced. For those of us who
have the good fortune of financial
comfort, charitable gifting as part
of an estate plan often leads to
unexpected rewards and benefits.

Lastly, as to the gloom and doom crowd of naysayers who
insist that charity is for later when things are better, please
remember that poor economic times call for a greater, not a
lesser, need for charitable gifting. There are less who are willing
to give and more who need. For those of us fortunate enough
not to suffer during these times, it is our obligation to be more
generous, not less. However, there is no reason not to do so
wisely and with proper advice.

As a separate reminder, the current estate tax and gifting
rules allow up to $5,000,000 per donor and $10,000,000 per
couple in tax free gifts to be made through the end of 2012. Itis
expected that in 2013 that amount will probably revert to
$1,000,000 or some other lesser number. Therefore, between a
husband and wife, potentially $8,000,000 of tax free gifting
ability will be lost if not accomplished before the end of 2012.

The suggestions contained in this article are not intended to
be tax advice or legal advice of any sort, but rather a discussion
to encourage awareness of issues. Please speak to your
attorney, accountant and/or financial planner for a more
detailed personal strategy of charitable gifting and estate
planning.
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The Plight of the Herded Sheep

Has formal education squelched our ability to think for ourselves?
Elana Hazghia

“Tell me about the story. | haven’t read it.”

A freshman in college with a sharp tongue, my tutoring victim
went on to talk about the short story she had to write about for an
introductory English class. She eloquently recounted the entire
story, defining the themes and effortlessly relaying it back to the
essay question.

“So | have no idea how to write this. My professor wants—"

“Write exactly what you just told me,” | deliberately cut her off
before she could say any more about her professor’s guidelines.
There was a disconnect that | couldn’t exactly put my finger on. Five
seconds earlier, she articulated her thought process without
hesitation. And now, with fingers appropriately assembled on her
keyboard, | heard crickets.

| eventually realized that the guidelines of the assignment and
possibly the pressure of getting a good grade created this mental
blockade between casual conversation and a blank Word
document. Quote two sources (specifically these sources), don’t
Google anything, make sure you specifically mention x y and z, roll
over—ok maybe not the last part.

The truth of the matter is that we all work and learn in different
ways and have various intelligences—eight according Howard
Gardner: spatial, linguistic, logical-mathematical, bodily-kinesthetic,
musical, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and naturalistic.

Some of us can sit down for hours at a time and get work done
without interruption, and some of us need to go take a lap around
the office every twenty minutes (guilty). The latter, my friends, is
not ADHD. And when we sit children at a desk for 9 hours a day,
expecting them to sit properly, listen, and retain all information
from about 8 to 10 vastly different subjects throughout the day,
and they act up or lose focus, well then hey—why don’t we sedate
them with some amphetamines? That'll do the trick.

We are constantly driven to one point of achievement with one
formula: x grades + y college + z job = success, which puts us under
extreme pressure while shutting down other parts of our brain that
may have formulated another path to this evasive notion of
success.

I am product of this very formula, which | will refer to as the
Herded Sheep Complex (HSC). For those who have gone through
the Great Neck public school system or a prestigious yeshiva, you

are well acquainted with the growing obsession over getting good
grades, taking more APs than the human mind can handle, breaking
2000 on the SATs, and getting into a well-known college.

We’re all a victim to this—whether we notice it or not. We can’t
help it, we are conditioned to quote, source, follow, study, achieve,
and succeed. Of course structure is necessary, but the pressure is
what mechanizes us and conditions the human mind to think that
there is only one way to write a paper, and consequently one way
to get a good grade, which is really all that matters, right?

Wrong. To be perfectly honest, | did not care about my grades in
college (Hi Mom!) And before all of your tokhs students go burning
your books, let me explain. My grades did not suffer by any means.
| was getting decent grades not because | injected my veins with
caffeine and took those awful “5 Hour Energy” shots they sold over
at the café so that | can study for 22 hours a day. | was genuinely
interested in the course of studies | chose, which didn’t make my
work seem like work.

Besides, to me the college experience is half academic, half
social. | chose not to bury my head in a book in the library every
night of the week because the interactions you have with new
people and the extracurricular opportunities that colleges give you
are just as valuable—not just for yourself but employers as well.

Was my major a sure-fired moneymaker? No. But there’s really
no such thing as guaranteed employment today is there? And it is
for that very reason that you should choose a course of study that
makes you happy and will help you reach your goal. If this happens
to be the traditional "practical" or “profitable” majors, then great,
more power to you.

But you are not married to your major, nor will it define the jobs
you will have. There are Music majors who are lawyers, English
majors who work for global outsourcing firms, Media Studies
majors who have worked in banking and the public sector (hello
brother!)—contrarily, Economics and Business majors working at
NGOs and volunteering.

Once we leave the education system, we continue to be herded
by another ambiguous force—our good friend, the economy.
Money may not always bring happiness, but let’s be real: everyone
wants financial stability. We all want to succeed, whatever that may
mean.
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And consequently, we have been manufactured in our thinking
instead of being innovative and active in our pursuit of a career that
we are passionate about. What ends up happening is that we
sacrifice this passion in one way or another. We repress it, push it
to the back of our mind, or completely forget about it so that we
can provide this stability for ourselves and our families. It’s just
some lofty goal anyway isn’t it?

| don’t think this has to be the case. Of course, you can’t be
picky at first—especially those of us who have recently graduated
and have to kick, scream, and indeed beg for a job. But there is no
reason not to have that passion as a goal to strive for in the future. |
don’t mean some vague “reach-for-the-stars” goal. | mean a game
plan. The type of concrete game plan, that will eventually get you
to your passion (no time constraints, don’t worry) so that one day,
you wake up and know that you are doing something that makes
you happy to your core.

Now in a position where we are interviewing candidates for job
openings, | notice that the contents of your resume are only a small

portion of what employers are looking for. What attracts me to a
candidate before anything is their ability to be personable during
the interview while presenting their natural intelligence through
conversation, not an overprepared speech about “HOW PERFECT”
you are for the job, and how this institution is “EVERYTHING
YOU’VE BEEN DREAMING OF!” Although your grades and studies
are important, it is more about what you do, how you take
advantage of your time, your ambition, presence, and ability to
interact with others on a human level.

So how do you overcome HSC? Well, you really can’t in its
entirety. It takes a conscious effort to even realize that we are
systematically conditioned to think in one way. But once we do,
once we figure out what we’re interested in, why we’re interested
in it, and how we’re going to go after it, things will fall into place at
their own pace. Unfortunately though, | don’t have a more concrete
answer, nor would | want to give you an answer—that would just
exacerbate your HSC.

Home is Where the Heart Is

Collette Hakimian

Education begins and ends in the home. No matter what is
taught in preschool, elementary, high school and beyond, what is
taught at home is what is everlasting and carried to future
generations. Shalom Early Childhood is a home as well. It’s a cozy
setting, with teachers who genuinely fall in love with their students,
treat parents with the upmost respect, and an environment that
extends what is taught at home.

Choosing your toddler’s preschool is not the most important
decision you will be making in your child’s life. Preschool is an
invention for us mothers who need yet another thing to brag about
in what is a lifelong silent competition amongst fellow parents. So,
parents assume that what is more expensive or what is founded by
non-Mashadis must be better. And we want the best for our
children. Yet that is the most uneducated assumption parents are
making about their children’s education.

Shalom Early Childhood is the best, most affordable and most
underrated preschool in Great Neck. | don’t say this because | send
my daughter there, or because my father is on the school’s board. |
say this because | have sent my children to three other local
schools, and | myself am a by-product of the so called “brand-name
private schools.”

Shalom has the warmest, most affectionate atmosphere for
children and their parents as well. The faculty is loving, polite, and
so caring that parents have no qualms trusting their children in
their hands. In fact, Shalom also has the fastest separation program
for toddlers, and the children acclimate rapidly as a result. The PTA
is a wonderful avenue for parents to get to know each other and
their children’s teachers, creating an even friendlier social climate.

The quality of education is superb. Shalom has a highly
reputable Director, Irene Dicker, whose vast experience lends itself
to not just attracting wonderful teachers, but creating them as well.
Young teachers with higher education degrees are coupled with
older, more experienced women, giving children the best of both
worlds and a highly rewarding experience. The teachers work hard
to prepare children to succeed in kindergarten and beyond.
Particular attention is paid to literacy, introducing children to
language, sounds, and creating a love of reading from as early as
age 2. Programs like the Storybook Village, the annual book fair,

and school trips to the Great Neck Library are just a few ways that
literacy is expanded upon beyond the classroom.

Many naysayers believe that Shalom’s student body is too
Mashadi for their liking, while in truth, it has become more diverse
than ever before. Other local schools have a large number of
Persians as well and ironically, it's the same naysayers who request
fellow Mashadis in those schools. While Shalom has become more
diverse, it upholds the Sephardic customs of the various local
communities, and is teaching children to pray in Nusach Sfarad, or
as Sephardim do, while other schools are teaching students to pray
as the majority of Ashkenazim do. Shalom also incorporates a
strong Zionistic flavor in everything: in everyday activities, holidays
new and old. The students have a love and appreciation for their
homeland from such a young age, waving flags at the annual Israeli
Independence “Parade” down Steamboat Road, and making
Chanukah cards for our modern day Macabim: The IDF.

Shalom’s facility is less than ten years old, clean, bright, open
and spacious. Our playground is so eye catching that we’ve
attracted new local families because of it. Catered lunch is the
norm, with healthy snacks provided daily.

The hours and pricing at Shalom are also noteworthy. Because
of us, other local preschools have extended their hours in an effort
to compete with Shalom, but to no avail. Shalom is still less
expensive and has the best hours of any other preschool. In
addition, the outdoor drop off and pickup system is so efficient,
making it safer for parents to bring carpools without having to lead
them across a busy parking lot, taking a sleeping baby in and out of
a car, and through inclement weather. With the new after school
programming as well, extracurricular activities are now literally at
your doorstep.

So why send your children elsewhere if they will thrive in their
own community’s school? What better place to begin your child’s
academic career than in a place that is second to home. Shalom
Early Childhood is an extension of your home. The mood and
curriculum embody the same values we all have and that we wish
to instill in our children.
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The Publication of “Megillah” is made
possible by the generous contributions of our
supporters.

Megillah would like to thank all of those who
responded to our request in the past issues by
sending in their contributions. The names of
contributors appear below in alphabetical
order within each category. Contributions of
350 or more will be recognized for one year
in Megillah.
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¢ Slips & Falls » Dog Bitese

Free Consult.‘iltion
QST 09l

No Recovery-No Fee ¢ In Hospital & Home Visifs

916-354-5454

3000 Marcus Ave., Suite 3w, Lake Success, NY 11042
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Be confident of your smile with

porcelain veneers.
You are judged to a great degree by first
impressions. Your appearance is a key
factor in how other people perceive you.
Beautiful teeth significantly contribute to
your appearance.

Are you tired of bleaching and re-
bleaching your teeth? If your teeth are
worn, fractured, stained, have gaps,
twisted, too short or too long, the
solution is porcelain veneers.
Porcelain will not stain or discolor.

SETH OKIN DDS
212 Middle Neck Road Suite # 2
Great Neck, NY 11021

516-487-3555
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Diseases of the Prostate

Non Invasive, In-Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostates using TUNA, MICROWAVE, &
LASER Technology

Men’s Sexual Health/Impotence

Urinary Incontinence in Both Men & Women
Kidney Stones — Laser & Shock Wave
Treatment

Vasectomy

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Manhattan Office

461 Park Ave. South 5th Floor
New York, NY 10016
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Development Corporation for

ISRAEL BONDS

Israel

Mashadi Friends of Israel Bonds
INTRODUCING:

ISRAEL BONDS TZEDAKA BOXES

All donations collected through
these boxes will be used to purchase
ISRAEL BONDS
to benefit the
Charity Fund of Mashadi Jewish Center -
Shaare Shalom Synagogue

For information, or to order these
Tzedaka Boxes for your home or office
call: (917) 771-3865

Israel Bonds are the most valuable gift
we can give for any occasion
Support Israel — Buy Israel Bonds
212-446-5853 * 212-446 -5876
Minimum Investment $100 www.israelbonds.com
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Cell: 516-445-2823
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Business hours
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Silver Jewelry, Custom Jewelry, Watches & Much More...
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