Promises of Allah ﷻare for the Muttaqoon
I want to begin with a reminder about Sha’aban which we are now in. Usamah ibn Zaid
reported: I said, “Ya Rasoolullah  ﷺI do not see you fasting any month as much as you fast
during Sha’ban.” Rasoolullah ﷺsaid, “It is a month people neglect between Rajab and
Ramadan. It is a month in which the deeds are raised to the Rabb of the worlds and I like my
deeds to be raised while I am fasting.” (Sunan An-Nasa’i). So let us take advantage of the time
we have left in this month before we meet Ramadan.
Allah ﷻtold us about real success – the success that is never ending. The success after which
there is no new exam. The success for which Allah  ﷻsent us into this Dunya and made this
life a place of test, a place to earn the reward of the Aakhira.
The first and most critical condition of being a Jannati, of being from among the people of
Jannah is to be a Muttaqi – a person of Taqwa. It is good to remind ourselves that all the
promises of Allah’ﷻs Mercy and Reward are for the Mu’minoon and Muttaqoon. Not for the
Muslimoon. Becoming a Muslim is only the entry point; a boundary condition. Without that
you are not even in the fold. But to attain levels with Allah  ﷻone has to make effort; to enter
that blessed group of people who will be honored and entered into Al Jannah. And remember,
it is Allah ﷻwho will decide who is a Muttaqi. It is not a matter of either one proclaiming it
for himself or of his friends or followers proclaiming it for him.
In the Ayah that we hear in every Juma Khutba, Allah  ﷻordered us to have His Taqwa – to
fear His displeasure and be aware of His presence– when He said:

ِ َّ
اّللَ َح َّق تُ َقاتِِه َوالَ ََتُوتُ َّن إِالَّ َوأَنتُم ُّم ْسلِ ُمون
ين َآمنُواْ اتَّ ُقواْ ه
َ ََي أَيُّ َها الذ
A’al Imraan 3:102.

O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah as it is His right that you should have

Taqwa. And do not die except in a state of Islâm (as Muslims)
Allah ﷻordered the Muslims to develop a state of mind and heart where they fear to displease
Him as it is His right that people should fear to displease Him. And He told the Muslims to
make sure that they don’t die except in a state of complete submission to Him. This is the
meaning of ‘fearing Allah’ﷻ.
I make this point because we hate things we fear. But with respect to Allah  ﷻwe love Him.
Allah ﷻsaid about the Believers:

ِ َّ
َش ُّد ُحبًّا ِههّلل
َ ين َآمنُواْ أ
َ َوالذ
Al Baqarah 2:165

But those who believe, love Allâh the most (above all else).

So the fear of Allah ﷻis the fear of displeasing Him because we love Allah  ﷻabove all else
and so we fear displeasing Him more than anything else. Anyone who deliberately disobeys
Allah ﷻis showing that He doesn’t love Allahﷻ. So there is no need for any confusion
between fear and love of Allahﷻ. Then Allah ﷻshowed us how to develop Taqwa and gave
us the means to do it. He made fasting Fardh (compulsory) upon us so that we can develop
Taqwa.

ِ َّ
ِ َّ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ين ِمن قَ ْبلِ ُك ْم لَ َعلَّ ُك ْم تَتَّ ُقون
ب َعلَْي ُك ُم ه
ُ َالصي
َ ب َعلَى الذ
َ ََي أَيُّ َها الذ
َ ام َك َما ُكت
َ ين َآمنُواْ ُكت
Al Baqarah 2:83. O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before
you, so that you may become Al-Muttaqoon
As we can see, Allah ﷻordered us to have Taqwa and then showed us how to develop Taqwa
– by fasting. Once a Muslim develops Taqwa then his submission to Allah is assured and
so the second part of the ayah becomes possible.

َوالَ ََتُوتُ َّن إِالَّ َوأَنتُم ُّم ْسلِ ُمون
And die not except in a state of Islam (as Muslims)
The secret of obedience is to obey without question. It is not obedience without
understanding. The understanding when obeying any command of Allah  ﷻis to understand
who Allah ﷻis; not necessarily the logic behind the command. To understand any logic a
particular level of knowledge is necessary. In the case of the logic behind the commands of
Allah ﷻthe slave can never claim to have the knowledge required to understand the logic
behind every command. If you consider for a moment you will realize we apply this principle
when we deal with experts in any field where we don’t have expertise. We believe the expert
and follow his advice even when we don’t understand exactly why he is saying what he is
saying only because we trust two things: his expertise and the fact that he has our best interests
at heart.
But with respect to the commands of Allah ﷻand the teachings of His Messenger, we insist
on using our understanding as a precursor to obedience. This is a major trap that most of our
so-called intellectuals fall into. They get lost in trying to understand the logic of the command
and forget who is commanding it. That is why Ramadan comes to emphasize the fact that the
Muslim obeys because Allah ﷻcommanded it; and that makes ‘sense’ to him, even if he
doesn’t always understand the logic behind the command.
Allah ﷻmade some things Halaal and some things Haraam. But in Ramadan during the hours
of daylight, He made even the things which are ordinarily Halaal, Haraam. Allah  ﷻmade
Halaal whatever is good and beneficial for the slave and Haraam whatever is evil and harmful
for the slave. We forget that Allah ﷻneither benefits nor is harmed by anything and so He has
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nothing to gain or lose. It is His Mercy which drives the decision to show us what is harmful
and beneficial for us. But in Ramadan Allah  ﷻeven makes Haraam what is normally Halaal.
When the Muslim obeys Allah ﷻand fasts he is essentially doing something which makes
sense only when one understands whose command it is. It is emphasized for the Muslim that
if he obeyed Allah ﷻduring Ramadan and stayed away even from Halaal then how much
more important it is for him to stay away from what Allah  ﷻprohibited and made Haraam?
That is why it is so critical to know Allah ﷻ, to be connected to Allahﷻ, to be conscious of
Allah ﷻand to be concerned about His pleasure and approval for all that we say or do because
to Him is our return. Ramadan comes to reiterate this to us every year; that we are the slaves
of Allah ﷻand in being true to that is our salvation. Ramadan comes to teach us obedience. It
comes to teach us the meaning of Uboodiya. It comes to teach us the meaning of being
Abdullah and Amatullah and to do that because we love Allah  ﷻabove all else.
So what is the benefit of being a Muttaqi?
Allah ﷻbegan His Book with the promise of Hidaya for the Muttaqeen. He said:

ِ َ َِذل
ب فِ ِيه ُه ًدى لهِْل ُمت َِّقني
ُ َك الْكت
َ ْاب الَ َري
Baqara 2: 2. This is the Book (the Qur'an), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those who are AlMuttaqun
In Suratul Fatiha He ordered us to ask for Hidaya – guidance. Guidance to the path of
Righteousness – Siratal Mustaqeem. And here in the next Sura He said that such guidance is
only for those who fear to displease Him – the Muttaqoon. Thereby righteousness has been
defined as the fear of displeasing Allah ﷻ. That is why the Siratal Mustaqeem is the path of
Rasoolullah ﷺwho is the first among the Muttaqoon.
Allah ﷻtold us that eventual success is only for the Muttaqoon. Allah  ﷻsaid:

ِ
ِ ال موسى لَِقوِم ِه
ُض ِهّللِ يُوِرثُ َها َمن يَ َشاء ِم ْن ِعبَ ِادهِ َوالْ َعاقَِبة
ْ استَعينُوا ِِب هّلل َو
َ اصِِبُواْ إِ َّن األ َْر
ْ ْ َ ُ َ َق
لِْل ُمت َِّقني
A’araaf 7; 128. Musa (Moses) said to his people: "Seek help in Allah and be patient. Verily, the earth
is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to whom He will of His slaves, and the (blessed) end is for
the Muttaqun.
And Allah ﷻassured us that success is His to give and that He gives it to those who are just
and who fear to displease Him – Al-Muttaqoon

ِ ََّتِْلك الدَّار ْاْل ِخرُة ََنعلُها لِل
ِ يدو َن ُعلًُّوا ِِف ْاأل َْر
ض َوَال فَ َس ًادا َوالْ َعاقِبَةُ لِْل ُمت َِّقني
ذ
ُ ين َال يُِر
َ َْ َ ُ َ
َ
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Qasas 28: 83. That home of the Hereafter (Jannah), We shall assign to those who rebel not against the
truth with pride and oppression in the land nor do mischief by committing crimes. And the good end is
for the Muttaqoon

Allah ﷻpromised to help those who have Taqwa and who strive to do their best for the sake
of Allah ﷻ- Al Muhsinoon by honoring them with His presence and said:

ِ َّ
ِ َّ
ين ُهم ُُّّْم ِسنُون
إِ َّن ه
َ ين اتَّ َقواْ َّوالذ
َ اّللَ َم َع الذ
Nahl 16: 128. Truly, Allah is with those who fear Him (keep their duty unto Him) , and those who
are Muhsinun.
What is the value of the Ma’aeeyat (company – in a way that suits His Majesty and Grace) of
Allah ?ﷻTaqwa is the desire to please Allah ﷻand Ihsaan is to strive to do it.
The best example of this is to consider the command to pray. Allah  ﷻcommanded us to
establish Salah. To do that is a sign of Taqwa. We establish Salah to please Allah  ﷻand in
obedience to His command to do so. Rasoolullah ﷺshowed us how to do it when he said,
‘Pray as you see me pray.’ And said about the internal state, ‘To pray as if you can see Allah ﷻ
and though you can’t see Him, know that He sees you.’ This level of concentration is the level
of Ihsaan. And that is why Allah ﷻtold us to do our best in terms of effort and then to take
the help of Salah, because Allah ﷻtold us that he is with those who have Taqwa and work at
achieving Ihsaan. He said:

ِ ََّي أَيُّها ال
ِ َّ لص ِِب و
ِ ْاستَعِينُوا
الصابِِرين
ِب
ا
و
ن
آم
ين
ذ
َّ اّللَ َم َع
َّ
ْ
ُ
ْ
الصالَة إِ َّن ه
ْ
َ َ
َ َ
َ
Baqara 2: 153. O you who believe! Seek help in Sabr and As-Salat (the prayer). Truly! Allah is
with As-Sabirin.
Sabr is the way to reach the level of Al-Ihsaan, because Sabr means to do the best that you can
do. Sabr is not merely patiently sitting and waiting for things to happen. This is illustrated in
the life of Rasoolullah ﷺmany times perhaps the best of which is in the Battle of Badr.
Rasoolullah ﷺwent to the battle field, did everything that he could possibly do to prepare for
the battle and then stood in Salah and made dua. That is why Sabr has been mentioned before
Salah (dua) because Islam is a religion of action. We have to do something to get something.
That is also why Salah (dua) is mentioned after Sabr, so that we don’t start believing that the
result was a consequence of our actions. The Salah (dua) puts things in perspective; that we
make the effort as this is the law of this world that Allah  ﷻcreated which He mentioned:

ِ وأَن لَّيس لِ ِْْلنس
ان إَِّال َما َس َعى
َ َ ْ َ
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Najm 53: 39. And that man can have nothing but what he strives for (good or bad)
But having done that we recognize and accept that results come only by the Grace and Will of
Allahﷻ. Allah ﷻsaid:

اّللَ َكا َن َعلِ ًيما َح ِك ًيما
َّ اّللُ إِ َّن
َّ َوَما تَ َش ُاؤو َن إَِّال أَن يَ َشاء
Insaan 76: 30. But you cannot will, unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.
So Salah ensures the Tawheed of the heart which we know as Tawakkul. Tawakkul is the
Tawheed of the heart – where the slave makes the effort only to please Allah  ﷻand to fulfill
the conditions of the natural laws that Allah  ﷻcreated but knows that success comes only
from Allah ﷻwho is not subject to His own laws. That is why after making the effort he
doesn’t rely on the effort but stands in Salah and asks Allah  ﷻfor His help. When he does that
Allah ﷻpromised not only His help but said that He would be with that person. What more
can we ask?
It is to teach these lessons that Ramadan comes as a reminder every year. We ask Allah ﷻto
open the eyes of our hearts to recognize His bounty and to give us the health, time and
Tawfeeq to take full advantage of this great month and all it has to offer.
Finally, Allah ﷻreminded us about that Day which we will all come to and described the
scene we will see. He mentioned the two groups; those who have Taqwa and those who don’t
and told us what their ending will be. I ask Allah ﷻto make us among those who have Taqwa
and to decree for us the ending He mentioned here.

ِ اْل
َِّ قُل أَفَغَي ر
اهلُون
اّلل ََتْ ُمُر ِه
َْ وّن أ َْعبُ ُد أَيُّ َها
َْ ْ

ِ اْل
ِ
ِ َ ِك وإِ ََل الَّ ِذين ِمن قَبل
ِ ِ
اس ِرين
َ ُت لََي ْحبَطَ َّن َع َمل
َْ ك َولَتَ ُكونَ َّن م َن
َ ك لَئ ْن أَ ْشَرْك
ْ ْ َ
َ َ َولََق ْد أُوح َي إلَْي

اعبُ ْد َوُكن ِهم ْن الشَّاكِ ِرين
َّ بَ ِل
ْ َاّللَ ف

ِ َجيعا قَبضتُه ي وم الْ ِقيام
َِ اّلل ح َّق قَ ْد ِرهِ و ْاألَرض
ت بِيَ ِمينِ ِه
الس
و
ة
َّ
ٌ ات َمطْ ِوََّي
َ
ُ ماو
ُ
ْ
ُ ْ َ
َ
ً
َ
َ
َ
َ ََّ َوَما قَ َد ُروا
ْ
َ َ

ُسْب َحانَهُ َوتَ َع َاَل َع َّما يُ ْش ِرُكون

ُِون
ِ ِ ِ َّ ض إَِّال من َشاء
ِ السماو
ِالصوِر فَصع
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُخَرى
َر
األ
ِف
ن
م
و
ات
ِف
ن
م
ق
ِف
خ
ف
ْ
ُّ
َّ
ْ اّللُ ُُثَّ نُف َخ فيه أ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ََ َ َ
َ
َ
ِ
ام يَنظُُرون
ٌ َفَِإ َذا ُهم قي
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ِ ُت ْاألَرض بِنُوِر رِهّبا وو ِضع الْ ِكتَاب وِجيء ِِبلنَّبِيِني والشُّه َداء وق
ِ َوأَ ْشرق
ض َي بَْي نَ ُهم ِِب ْْلَِهق َوُه ْم
ُ ْ
َ َُ َ َ
َ َ ََُ َ َ ه
َ َ
َال يُظْلَ ُمون
ِ
ِ
ٍ ت ُك ُّل نَ ْف
ت َوُه َو أ َْعلَ ُم ِِبَا يَ ْف َعلُون
ْ َس َّما َعمل
ْ ََوُوفهي

Zumar 39: 64. Say (O Muhammad to the polytheists): "Do you order me to worship other than Allah
O you fools ?" 65. And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad), as it was to those (Allah's
Messengers) before you: "If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds will
be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers." 66. Nay! But worship Allah (Alone) and be
among the grateful. 67. They did not value Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection
the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand.
Glorified is He, and High is He above all that they associate as partners with Him! 68. And the Trumpet
will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him
whom Allah will. Then it will blown a second time and behold, they will be standing, looking on
(waiting). 69. And the earth will shine with the light of its Rabb and the Book will be placed (open) and
the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward, and it will be judged between them with truth,
and they will not be wronged. 70. And each person will be paid in full of what he did; and He is Best
Aware of what they do.

ِ و ِسيق الَّ ِذين َك َفروا إِ ََل جهنَّم زمرا ح ََّّت إِذَا ج ُاؤ
َ َت أَبْ َوابُ َها َوق
ْ وها فُت َح
َ َ
ْال ََلُْم َخَزنَتُ َها أَََل
َ ً َُ َ َ َ
ُ َ َ َ
ِ ت ربِ ُكم وي
ِ َيْتِ ُكم رسل ِمن ُكم ي ْت لُو َن علَي ُكم
نذ ُرونَ ُك ْم لَِقاء يَ ْوِم ُك ْم َه َذا قَالُوا بَلَى َولَ ِك ْن
ُ َ ْ آَي َه
َ ْ َْ
َ ْ َ ْ ٌُُ ه
ِ َّت َكلِمةُ الْع َذ
اب َعلَى الْ َكافِ ِرين
َ َ ْ َحق
ِق
ِاب َج َهنَّم َخالِ ِدين فِ َيها فَب
س َمثْ َوى اْل ُمتَ َكِهِِبين
ئ
و
َب
أ
ا
و
ل
خ
اد
يل
ُ
ْ
ْ
ْ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
71. And those who disbelieved will be driven to Jahannam in groups, till, when they reach it, the gates
thereof will be opened (like the gates of a prison are opened only when prisoners are standing before
them). And its keepers will say, "Did not the Messengers come to you from yourselves, reciting to you
the Ayaat of your Rabb, and warning you of the Meeting of this Day of yours?" They will say: "Yes,
but the Word of torment has been justified against the disbelievers!" 72. It will be said (to them): "Enter
you the gates of Jahannam, to abide therein. And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!"

ِ َّو ِسيق ال
ِ اْلن َِّة زمرا ح ََّّت إِذَا ج ُاؤ
ِ
ال ََلُْم َخَزنَتُ َها
ذ
َ َت أَبْ َوابُ َها َوق
ْ وها َوفُت َح
َ َ
َ ً َُ َْ ين اتَّ َق ْوا َربَّ ُه ْم إ ََل
َ َ َ
ِ
وها َخالِ ِدين
َ َُس َال ٌم َعلَْي ُك ْم طْب تُ ْم فَ ْاد ُخل
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ِ ِ ِ ْ وقَالُوا
ِ
َجُر
ْ ض نَتَ بَ َّوأُ ِم َن
ُ اْلَن َِّة َحْي
ْ ث نَ َشاء فَن ْع َم أ
َ ص َدقَنَا َو ْع َدهُ َوأ َْوَرثَنَا ْاأل َْر
َ اْلَ ْم ُد َّّلل الَّذي
َ
الْ َع ِاملِني
ِضي ب ي ن هم ِِب ْْل ِق وق
ِ ُوتَرى الْم َالئِ َكةَ حافِهني ِمن حوِل الْعر ِش يسبِحو َن ِِبم ِد رهّبِِم وق
يل
َ
ه
ْ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
َ ََ
َ
َ َ ْ َ ْ َ ُ َ َ ْ َ ْ َْ ُ َه
ِِ ْ
ب الْ َعالَ ِمني
اْلَ ْم ُد َّّلل َر ِه
73. And those who had Taqwa of their Rabb will be led to Jannah in groups, till, when they reach it,
and its gates will be opened (before their arrival as a sign of welcome) and its keepers will say: Salamun
'Alaikum! You have done well, so enter here to abide therein." 74. And they will say: "All the praises
and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His Promise to us and has made us inherit (this) land. We can
dwell in Jannah where we will; how excellent a reward for the (pious good) workers!" 75. And you will
see the angels surrounding the Throne (of Allah) from all round, glorifying the praises of their Rabb
(Allah). And they (all the creatures) will be judged with truth, and it will be said. All the praises and
thanks be to Allah, the Rabb of the 'Alamin (all that exists)."
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