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Keepmg the reel gomg

The trials of makmg f11ms in Kirksville

by Jason Clampet

Students coming 10 Ku-hnﬂe for the, first time have
expectations of what college will be like. Aside from the
typical sterectypes of

wmmmmﬁmn&.mw
and Connelly reflect some of their impressions of.

Kitksville both nudibly and visually.
Pumngaulhepimmplhn'hdlﬂiwlt.mugh In
statements that ech-

keggers and early morn W oedk 'C"ﬁ
inglecrs,ersafec- “You don’t want to be in a valnerable [m rmet oo
ing among mokt sudents | timitations of
.:f: cnilu::'ai’l-lﬂh-ing 3 pusiﬂmwhmynu’rema]:lmaﬂm; You || ,ﬂlﬁ“ :";f..,, ?,
r:ﬁltr;l ;wn;:fm ﬂmmmmﬁﬂwm Bl iﬁmmwmw:l ;m:
Ty you know you have possibi Bl 3
But, students guickl; | dered and there
e iny | controlling the environment. As a film- 1 o, fuciliies at

tations to the vanety of

cultural experiences | laarned.” “where, it is pos-.
availabile here, in regards o sible to edit film,
tia baoth e University and ‘Fllmmﬂkﬂrﬂﬂl Mﬂ}rm'ﬂlﬂ much less the
the town. While some |  introduction to Simple Men and Trust | cameras needed 1o

students see thisms aturn-
off. others have seen it as
an opportunity i0 iest and :
stretch the limits of creativity Lnnwarwhmhmldb:mﬂt
mare difficuls in other ervironments.

In the spring of 1994, Mike Bischoff and Chris Peters
created the Kirksville Filmmakers Guild, designing it as an
outiet for stsdent and community interest in making and

watching films. They originally planned 1o put on film .

festivals consisting of flins made by students and the

independent filin world. Financial limitations preventedthe -~

Guild from widertaking sny of their plans for bringing
independent of art house films o campus, but forumately,

“the University Players began showing some really good

films," said Chris Paters.

Mike BischofT departed in the fall of 1994, leaving all of i
the duties 1o Peters, Besidesa few meetings atthe beginning

of the first semester, the Guild his somevdun fizzled out. “It

mjmm’nn{drﬁnnmp:mmmhuﬂh,"ﬂid?ﬁﬂt {
Some of the problems wene due 1o the poor technology - ©

availableon campas. According to Peters, “The facilities are
so pathetic,” the Unwmty Ias only one video editor to
wark with, and it is primitive wne oflen difficult 1o secess.
There are other problems, primarily. related to the experi-

ence, time, and dedication wmtaurcqumd of those making -

the film.
Afew stndents are nmumm these limitations. wth

SOME SUCCESS. “One of the entries in the recent SAB film.
festival was Taxcau Dremping, 1 collaboration between
- Paul Cutak and Shawn Connelly. Tascem Dreaming was -
able to incorporate the aspects of Kirksville that its creators
et comfonable with, such as local music and the places |
._mwhﬂ:m ‘i‘h::nurdnmtunﬂﬂnfuﬁhd-_-_; :

material by local musicians sich as the

:mm.nuﬂﬂnummmmm Witha

mxhar,thnfsmofthaﬂntmml

the. ' university

| shoot the film.
*‘Evenwith all of
the challenging

ngpncﬂsnfrﬂikhg a film m]{,rlmlllr.[nrnnrwtm for

mﬂmm}.mmdﬁnumbe;lnmngmmme

initintive and create new works. Mike Roth, who assisted g
Cumkmdﬂmml_lymﬁmﬂre_muhg.nm#msnn
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n:plﬂmcadd:mwwwnfhim “It’s somewhat of.
an after-school special about hanging out andplaying

_ bingo at places like the Shriner's club,” stated Roth.

Another project in the works is White Middle-claxs Kids
Whe Think They are Tuff, a sarcastic look at the fixations
that. many ymngwlmmhhawwﬁ: gansta-rap,

. -winlénce, and apathy. -

Cutak and Connelly are ]ﬂming a tnology of videos

_based on a song from each of the Incontinentals three

albums. When it is completed, Cutak and Connelly plan
on submitting the first of the three videos, “number 1"
from the album 500 fnconzinental Fm(:m'tbewmng
10 o film festival in Nevada this sammer. .

. These new ideas will hnp-eﬁ!lym:ﬂ::mmm::l‘

Mmdhndwnmm:nfupmmuum in the
Kirksville film world, as small as it may be at this point.
When the projects discussed here, along with others not
mentioned, do come to fruition, Kirksville may see the
first steps of a promising film culture, 1f 5o, there will
need to be some place where the community can view
them. This creates problems though because the Univer-

sity is busy building a rec center, Baldwin is difficult to
obtain, the Little Theatre” s sound capabilities leave much
t0- be desired, and all that's left of the old Kennedy

" Theater is o parking lot.

HItis in situntions such as these that Peters sees arole for
the Filmmakers Guild, “1sec itas a political vehicle that
will help to pmnaaj.ba interests of the film community
i the campus.”
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Blow up your TV!

by Ann Price

¥ou know it all too well: you're sitting on the couch staring with a stupefied gaze at the

TV flashing in front of you. You think—with the powers of reason left to you afier hoars

of mind-numbing solace—that it's time (o arise and congquer.

You think of all the things you could be doing insiead of passively absorbing radio waves.

You contemplate the homework you could be doing, the papers you could be writing, the
stack of books you could be reading ... if you could only et away from that damned TV.

You imagine saving the Amazon from imminent deforestation, if you could just for one

minute break the spell. the hypnotic drone, of the channels whirring by you at the amazing
speed of & Shriner’s minisiure car.

What is the force known as television that oppresses millions of Americans every day?
And what can be done to end the indentured servitude that has drastically altered our once
conscious and productive

Triumph of the Will

by John Larson
1 received a presumptuous linle piece of propaganda from Mnﬁuu:mlmm
age. You will surely remember it that is if you didn"t give it the old heave-ha the mimate
you figured out it wasn't money from your parenis or your new BMG catalog,
The tone of this bulletin is one of a coraered animal. Spiteful and defensive; making the
best nrpument out of the facts they have by creative wording and mixed messages.
It is entitled “StudentSenate Presents the Facts Regarding The University Name Change.”
and continues on contrasting “myth’ and “fact” about the change. Yet, as 1 said before the
wording is 21l wrong, and the myths don’t really match up with the facis, Let’s Im-k
Directly quoted from the bulletin:
“Myth: There was no student or alumni input in making this decision,
Fact: More than two vears have passed since & commission wis appointed to determine if
the name Northeast Mis-

nation? MNow I'm not saying
that television is an entirely

souri State University re-
flects pur current mission.”

evil and degencrative means
of mass communication, but
it is & force (o be reckoned
with. Che that dares wo return
us 0 the type of feadal soci-
ely some dead Europeans
shandoned long ago. Televi-
gion has become the master
lord of our estates and we the
great masses who dwell upon
the sofa of serfdom.

Ir's true. - In recent years,

First of all, if more than
two years having passed.
don't vou think that more
than haif of the student body
will have changed, too? It
is silly to think that all the
students here think alike.
The mere fact that all col-
lege students don'tshare the
same views on the name
change is probably the very
reason they assigned this:

the middle class has shrunk

commission to survey stu-

eonsidernbly.  Money and
power have fallen into the
hands of fewer and fewer,
while television has invaded
our homes (sometimes inev-
ery room ) o be the divining
instrument of our cultural
siratitication. The time once
dedicated (o reading as both
enleftninment and education
has been replaced by time

dents. Yet, just as idioticis
the assumption that even
though half the 'student
population has changed
hands, their views will be
the same, collectively. Tf
such were true, we would
need no glections at all, be-
cause everybody is going 1o
vl the siime Wiy, anyway,
right?

[ had h;r;--p, and
he'd

call me back

devoted to a small, square

Continued where the quo-

box that manipulates our op-

tical nerves to induce & sub-

missive cophoria—a trend that in 1991 alone caused 3 out of 5 American households not
1o purchase a single book.

Asinall good feudal socictics, we have instimtionalized something that is so much greater
than the individual that it enables us to feel our pathetic lives are worthwhile. Religion as
the opiate of the people has been replaced by television; the great shrines have become our
fiving rooms where we bow down before the God of sitcoms twice a day o encourage our
faith in ll'ltuimpli&ilflndrﬁb]ulioﬂ of problems within 24.5 minutes and to believe with
all certaindy that Dionne Warwick is, in fact, our psychic friend. Our peace of mind is bought
by advertisers at the low, low price 0f $325, 000 a commercial (during prime time) and we,
“i#i tur, give tithes to the Church of Conspicuous Constmption to show our appreciation.

How to we begin to dissolve the social contract that forces us in to such enslavement? By

standing up from our couches of complacency and breaking the mental shackles that deep
us chained to our TV in one sweeping motion—by wrning the TV off. And what a perfect
week 1o lake control of our lives and establish ourselves as Peopie for the Ethical Treatment
of Humans (yes, P.E.T.H.), considering that this week, April 24-30, is National TV furmn-
ol week. :

If it isn't already clear why the organization TV-Free America should be sponsoring this
week of TV deprivation, here’s another fact: u.mmwuwmm
silny. or rather twa months a year. That's time spent confined to 4 co
10 play sports. 1o take a bong walk outside, to read to children, orto vol
venter. Precious time. Mmuﬂmwﬁlwww Som

3 L

 consultant.” Not at gun-point, I hope.
ﬁumﬂhnd :
eratacommunity - campaign. 1t reads thus. “Harry S. Truman held similer beliefs 1o those embodied

tation Jeft o_fl:

: bt Tiniomst T
tion, the Northenst Board of Governors hired an owiside consultant 1o assist the Unjversity
in detenmining Ihr.lupﬁvc most-fuvered names of studenis, nlumm.fa::nlly.sﬁﬁuﬂn!Mr'
interesied parties.’”

The underlined senence, although strongly worded, beats around the actual lnw: I'I:n:.
For, mast people that T have talked to (1 also have conducted a poll) are not upset over the
fuct that we are changing our name, it is what we are changing it to that is causing all the
hub-busb. Plus, who is this outside consultant? 1 picture o tall, clesn cul man with a long:
bilack trench coat nssaulting students and grilling them for answers. “Answers!!' I want
answers]! Where were you on the night of the fourthY? What do you uurkofﬂ:uummﬁifl' il

name!? Huh?! Here, take a bulletin, take it™ Either that, or a name pusher, mcﬂmaﬂd
hip with o hint of red in the eyes. “"Hey baby. you want a name, T got one. See, et ‘em |
discount, yeah, Real cheap, yeah." Why isn’ tnmmmmmwm=-
here? He is mentioned again later, “A four-month study which utilized a combination of =
‘public hearings. /1o communicale mdﬂﬂurnpmmmmdumdbrmmﬁé“ ;

Thiebogicinthit handout et hav e mast rouble with. hought. 34 i Tine po

Num‘un': mumn. H:wmnmudmllfshuh'nln;wh
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propaganda from p.2

peaple to obtain o well-roanded cducation in the arts and
sciences,  Although not a college gradumie, Truman was o
sell-cdiscaled man who was constanily reading and siudying
b leamn more.”

This sl well and geced, and Truman wies probably a good
man. { didn’t know him quite as well as our Stodent Seaste
soems b, though, 17 1 had know Truman, [ might bave asked
him, “How many clementary, middie, and university schools
were destroyed in the detonations of Mapasaki and
Hiroshima®™ A man so dedicated 1o edocsition must hove
tesirned this little fact in his lifetime. 1 suppose their
destruction wouldn 't have affected Troman’s education
much il be had been in either of theke places al the time.
Being o scll-cducated man and all he would've just kept
Plugging wway at his books, assuming he survived the blase.

1 dar port mcun 10 poskoe (un either ai the disasiers that WWII
catsed o ata man who can oo longer defend himsell or his
decizions. | oaly want o call attention o the fact that when

. mexst peaple who have boen o school hear the name Harry
5. Trumun, atom bombs po ofl in’ their minds,  Future
emplovers who sit and read resumes do not sec this
StudentScaate bulletin deeming Truman s the true and
honoruble man be might have been. T, and | know | am not
alewne, hope o truvel e Japan one day W ieach English. 17
the decision comes down i the wine (and even if it doesn ')
how far do-you think my Truman diploma will get me?

Truman, it is sid, was haunted the rest ol his life because
of what he has done,  Enough lives; cancers and {most
imporianily} educations have dlready been ruined and de-
stryicd by these tragedies, 1o abd our nmmes 1o the list of
vietims wionld be unnecessary.

It was neither the intention nor pur-
pose of the Monitor to offend any
religious groups with the title of Dr.
David Robinson’s article, "Death to
the Sacred Cow.," on the outdated
and burdonsome core-curriculum.
We sincerely apologize if anyone
took offense.

the Hon:l.tor
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Wisdom, doughnuts and Satan

by Brent Riccl

This past semester [ 100k 8 class lal.lghl by Dr. David
Partenheimer that dealt with several issues ielating i anche-
lﬂn] and mythological meéthods of literary criticism. It was
my impression when | enrolled that the Tocus would be
simply, American literalure. As it wumed out, the geo-
graphic origin of the works was 1o be a peripheral issue and
only oceasionally mentioned. At lirst | questioned what
personal benefits, if any, [ would gm frem this approach.
Classes were full, and the group raised some intercsting
questions (rom day one, so | opted o stay. What | slowly
realized was thal we were leaming not only something
beyond the scope of American literature, but beyond the
realm of literary crificism as well.

What we sere lcaming, to some siudents” dismay, wene
real world skills, taught through the medium of lileratore;
skills of analysix. 11 is my hope that through the process of
writing this paper [ might put these tools tose in some wary
that justifies 2 semester of . provoking thoughts and ques-
Litns, o

1 believe that literature is one of the most useful barom-
ciers of culiural change we have. - Within literature is &
remarkable amount of re-used siosies and ideals, These
recyciod motifs say something about the subject with which
they deal, namely that it is important and relevant io the
societies that have used it, These recurment themes anc more
comimwnly refermed io as “archetypes.” One of these arche-
types that is extremely relevam (o oday’s sociely is the
classic “sell your soul 1o the Devil for something - really
neat-0" stony, - s betier known as the “soul-scller” arche-
1¥pe.

A special case of this archetype is Faust. He is, and has
been, a man who want's i go beyond the limits of his own
human life, and sells his sool to do just that, Tn 1593,
Christoper Marlowe wrole onc of the first Faust stories
entitled, The  Tragical Hisiory of Dr, Fawrs. In this story,
ihe Faust character leads a fairy unproductive life with
these remarkable powers and is taken to Hell by the devil
und his associales,

Sowhat’s your poinl Brent? How is this such a powerful
barnmeter of change? 'Well, to determine change. we need
something to compare the older Faustexample 0. The first
things we could casily put it np against are modemn Ameri-

can examples of the story. In Sieven Vincent Benet's The

Dewil and Detiel Webster, n poor farmer mamed Jaber Stone
sclls his soul for moncy, and cheats the Devil out of it in the
end. In The Devil and Horer Simpson, Homer sells his soul
Tor o doughnut. ' Luckily he cheated the Devil slso. Has
Marowe's knowledge deteriomied inlo our dollar, our
doughnut? These values, and this cheating, are very rpre-
sentalive of other American Fuust stonies,

More direcily, and more inlerestinigly we could compare
the Faust story (o neal world buy-now, pay-later sitoations,
W could compare it directly o our lives as Americans. Ay
coniemporary analysis of our sctual lives based on this
archetype, proves difficull due to the ncgligible role the
classical Fuustian concept of the soul pluys in people’s

minds ioday, - Hmﬂie“hu}rm.mhm"rdull_.
- spoke of earlier certainly does play a role inourworkd. Iuis

not-oaly the heart of the Favst archetype, bt the American
-way of life. Inihese “soulless™ times, many materilizations

lﬂ'ﬂu hiul'qmll: lnmnd immediately. Issues such ns

We kaow mmwm It was what he

bought.  We need 10 ask the question:. What, within the
limits of the “buy now, pay later” deal are we buying?
Conceming the examples of modern American culture, we
could say that we are buying natuml resounces o fuel our
machinery, merchandise in ways that we can alford more
casily, good tusies, free merchandise, and good sex respec-
tively. Where Faust would have bought knowledge, we
have been buying, in the most basic sense, physical comfon.
Faust’s acquisition of knowledge has become oar acquisi-
tion of physical comfort.

This, on its own, says something profound about us, about
what we've come to. This becomes cven mor interesting
when we constder how we've amived here, Through feats
utmllmdd:mmm we &% a culture have pursed
comion with a vengeance. The comforts we have amuased
have instilled in many, apathy, How many times have you
waiched Buify on the Home Shopping Network because
you couldn 't spod the remote comforably nesthed between
your ass and the Lay-Z-Boy? s this what we've been
fighting toachieve for so long? 1s this what Fast's purchase
has deteriomted 107

We next need to take this rationale one step further and ask
the question: “What are we exchanging for oor comfont?™
Fuust exchanged his soul for infindie knowledge. What have
we exchanged for our debts? ' What have we exchanged for
the natural resources we've stripped from our carth? What
has the sobd soul become in today’s Amenica?

The answer of course is nothing. ' Whene Faust exchanged
his soul, we have given pothing. The baromecier scems o be
falling guickly. This lack of payment brings us o the
American version of the soul-seller archetype: - we always
cheat the devil. Now let us take one final reading. When we
wike the resources and heat the globe, when we begin on
creditand end in debd, when we cut our grease and eam our
coronaries, when we steal and end in juil, when we ignore
the “safe” before the “sex,” who are we cheating?  Who
have become Marlowe's Devil?

MNow don’t start packing your Bermuda shorts just yel.
According o this line of thought, there has been somewhat
of a decline in values at work, but you may wonder il any
socicty has ever existed that has given just as much as it has
received, IUsoundsan awful ot e Unopia tome and Ulopin
Jditerally translated; means no-place.

What I’m writing about here pinions on the sssumption
Ahaat litermture is & reflection of culiure, and not the opposite.
Personally, 1 doa’t agree with what this rationale has mumed
up. This tells me that either ] need 1o reassess my own monl
views, or thal the some of the lessons I've been taught in
filleen yesirs have been somewhal Mawed. It cortainly docs
raisc some interesting questions thoufh. 1'm not trying o
damn anyone, but | do think that we as a nation need 1o
reasscas and pursue the values that we supposedly hold s

dear.

BT e e e e
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Going meatless isn't easy in the Heartland

by Jill Goodheart

This is Kirksville, Mo. This is the Heartland. Things are done the
old fashioned way here. The American Way. Picture the
ultimate American family scene: A family sils down to eat
the barbecued ribs Dad just cooked. That’s the way
things are always done in the Heartland, isn't it?
Surprisingly, the answer is no.

Although Kirksville is a small farming commu-
nity, people do not necessarily succumb to the
American tradition of eating generous amounts of
meat. With the presence of the Universily and a
growing concern about health, more people are
cutting meat completely from their diets and be-
coming vegetarians by overcoming the restraints of
the small town. N

There are a variety of reasons for this growing num-
ber of vegetarians. According to Maxine Shafer, ownerof
Mazine's Back to Nature Health Food Store, the main reason
is because of the increased concern for health.

“Times are changing. and people are taking more responsibility for
themselves,” she said. “People are getting to know more about health
alternatives.”

Another reason for the increase in vegetarians is a growing concern for

The Top 10

Reasons to Bank at
Bank Midwest in Kirksville

Four convenient locations

Checking accounts to meet your needs
Four 24-hour ATMs

Drive-up teller windows

Bank & grocery shop at the Hy-Vee branch
High'deposit rates

Competitive loan raies

36 locations in Missouri & Kansas
Convenient hours

.. Friendly, personalized service

And that's just the Top 10!

201 M, Flson » 66553857 Nonh Highway 63 « 5= 1550

R ANON®OD

*

®

115 %, Franklin »665-5658/ Hy-Vee Tacility 5060 N, Baltimore 66527 .@r
il WOUFRG
EDIC LERDER

animal rights. Many people feel the treatment of animals during the
preparation process is inhumane and violent.

The main problem is that most people do not agree
with the vegetarian philosophy. This creales more
problems for vegetarians because it makes meatless
meals and products harder to come by

An example of this in Kirksville is the limited
amount of vegetarian meals in restavrants. Be-
cause of this “heartland” mentality. many restau-

rants don’t even think to put a completely meat free
item on their menus.

One solution is calling ahead to the restaurant. Asso-
ciate professor of English Betsy Otten sometimes calls
restaurants three days in advance to let them know a vegetar-
ian is coming so that they have time lo prepare an appropriate meal.

Senior Michelle LaVallee substitutes other foods, such as tofu, for meat
when in a restaurant. They are usually glad to accommodate, especially at
Chinese restaurants, she said.

Another limitation is the lack of variety in grocery stores. While produce
departments are usually good. stores carry a limited amount af other staples
for a vegetarian diet, such as rice and tofu. For example, Kirksville grocery
stores don’t carry tofu mixes, which save hours of work in the kitchen
according to Otten. .

A possible solution is joining a cooperative buying club, where grotips of
people order food in bulk and have it mailed to them. An example is
Blooming Prairie which is based in lowa City. :

Associate professor of English Martha Bartler, who has becn & member of
Blooming Prairie for 10 years, said it “makes things available that aren’t
available in local grocery stores.” The catalog for the club, which is 200
pages of fine print, is “enormously diverse” and provides many options for
vegelarians, she said.

Instead of the one or two kinds of rice available in Kirksville, there are
abaut 10 different kinds through the food club, and they are bought in much
larger quantities. The same is true for tofu and other soy products.

“It's mot necessarily vegetarian food, but various types of food that supply
vegetarians are available,” Bartter said. “If you happen to want organically
grown stuff, it’s a good way 1o getit.”
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‘Other vegetarians solve the variety problem by traveling to other cities o
buy food in bulk at large health food stores. Otten usually travels to Ames,
lowa or Chicago to do the shopping for food staples. She stocks up every

. four or five months.

Many vegetarians, especially students, do survive without traveling to
another town or going through mail order, although it is more difficult.
“Kirksville produce sections are diverse, but students living alone can’t buy
a large amount of vegetables at one time because they are the only ones
eating them. “It’s hard to cook for yourself as a vegetarian, especially
without a car,” said LaVallee, who has been a vegetarian for about a year and
a haif. : . -

Onie local option is Maxine’s Back to Nature Health Food Store on
Baltimore, where about a quarter of the customers are vegelarians. Maxine's
has a section specifically dedicated to vegetarians and another section with
prepackaged products made from soy and grains. According to Maxine
Shafer, someone could probably do all of his or her vegetarian shopping
there. -

Maxine’s also sells an array of dietary supplements, which are often
helpful to strict vegetarians who usually lack protein and iron in their bodies.

“A vegetarian needs Lo be really careful and make sure they geta balanced
diet, especially protein.” Shafer said. “They re not too big on foods with
protein — meats, dairy, eggs.”

With all of these limitations in Kirksville, the question arises of whether
or not vegelarians really are healthier than the meat cating population.
Although some lack good eating habits, vegetarians seem to be healthier
overall.

Otten pays close attention to her dietary needs, and she usuaily gets enough
nutrients because she cats cheese and soybean imitation meats. Other
healthy staples in her diet are lentils and rice,

However, the vegelarians are not the only ones who think they are healthy.
According to Shafer, a health food professional, vegetarians can be much
healthier than those people who eat meat,

“If a vegetarian is careful and gets all the nutrients and watches their
protein, | think that they are more healthy,” she said. Shafer points out that
even people who eat meat need to watch their intake of nutrients.

“A lot of things can be prevented with a healthy diet — diseases, heart

problems, diabetes,” Shafer said. ; -

These limitations in Kirksville can be overcome, and a nutritious meal can GIRL SCOUTS
be successfully attained by vegetarians because of the growing trend to not :

eal meat. Stores are stocking more meatless products, and places like
Maxine's are surviving because of them, and vegetarians are able to stick to

their diets. L _ SUMMER CAMP STAFF
T e OPPORTUNITIES
' Zid’. il S 3 Counselors and lifeguards needed for SE lowa
]/ S ﬂﬂa Girl Scout camp. Excellent opportunity for ca-

reer experience or college _'cred]t while earning

; income. ;

: -b_‘li’_rite_P.D. Box 814, Burlington lowa, 52601 or
|call 319-752-3639. EOE
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Oh I am just a student, sir, And I only want to learn , But its hard n:?
see through the risin' smoke of the books that you like to burn. Sol'd
like to make a promise, And I'd like to make a vow, That when I've
got something to say, sir, I'm going to say it now . -Phil GChEJ

""OFFICE

110 South Elson
Kirksville, Missouri

816-665-9679

Now open for lunch

11:00 to 9:00
Burgers, fries, onion rings
Deli sandwiches
Fish and chicken

Come to the Graceland of Elson Street
TP's Office 110 S. Eison, Kirksville, MO

The club is open

by Myron Ester

Two weskends apo upwinls of fiffeen NMSU studenis trekied up o
Girimpell, Towa b see what wis, forsome, the best rock *n’ roll show of their
lifetime, Thelxind was Guided By Voices: a group that demonstrates how -
fantnstic music can be. This five-piece has spent the last ten years in
Dayton, Ohio working day jobs (the lead singen/songwriter was a fourth-
grade teacher up until lust May) and recopding hundreds of songs on
various band member’s four-imcks. Since 1986, they" ve put oul at least
twelve EPsand Tinchsingles, and their newest release Allen Lanes is their
tenth (or ninth or chkventh, depending on how you count) full-length
albuim.

Whiy are they so greit? Picture a band that can create a perfect pop song
in twenty secunds and stop hefore you get o chance 1o sing along with the
chorus. - Imagine heanng a perfect melody coupled with Tyrics that are
beautifulin spite of e Tfoct thal they seem like nonsense,

Omn “Always Crush Me,” the iwenty-seventh track of Alien Lanes, Robert
Pollard sings: “Full head of nothing, Fail 1o see the difference, Fail o fee
the mercy, OFF o juin the flagstaff, Always crush 'ime, Pictere my
amazement, When it docin’t alway pain me, And I will reproduce faster.”
Mothing coubd be mere beoutifl than these wonds backed by a violin-
mimicking patar, all recorded inoone of the band member’s basement.

“I've entered the gune of pricks. With knives in the back of me...You
coull never be strong, Yoo can only be free, And [ never asked forthe truth,
But you owe that tn me.” Pollard sings on "Game of Pricks, while backed
by atune that, if played over and over, couldeven keep you awake on a late-
night drive peross fowa or Konsas,

There are seven other miembers of the band who play on this album.
Guitaristvocalist Tobin Sprout is able 1o wrile some pop gems himself os
well ps add his elfish voice to the lead vocals on three tracks. Greg Deimos,
Pese Jnmisan, aisd Jin Pulland have moved on to other bands or began to
practice kaw (in Grep's casc). — Milch Mitchell. Kevin foancll, and Jim
Gireer { Spin magiuing columnist) round out the curment touring line-up.

Tt iz impossibile to listen fo the band now without visions of the Grinnell
show dominating iny ihoughts, | see Mitch Mitchell striking guitar-God/
Pete Townseml puses, Robent Polland doing high kicks while trying tokeep
from spilling his beer and feeling his croach like he's stuck in a glam-rock
bandinthecarly eighties, and Kevin Fennell sneering over his drsm kit like
Alex Van Halen. “They are able 1o mock the symbols of rock while
embodying the huart ad soul of s, Buy their albums or go through life not
knowing how great music con be.
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Just watch
Minnie Driver

by Mitsuru Nakamura

*Circle of Friends,” based on the novel by Maeve Binchy,
is smartly done with gre it performances and tender, nostal-
gic charm: Set in Dublin in the late *50's, the film is about
three Irish girls who po to a university in Dablin and learn
about love, loyally, and sex. The story sounds like a cliche,
bt the film is far from it and has some remarkabie features
which keep the nudience's attention.

This old-fashioned romance opens with nammation which
tells the audience how the Catholic church infloenced the
Irish people in the *50°s. | Beany (Minnie Driver), the
narrator and main character, and her friends, Nan'and Eve
{Crerpldine O'Rawe ‘and Saffron Bumows) grow op on 2
small 1own in Treland and go to & university in Dublin in
1957, There they meet a good-looking medical student,
Jnck (Chrix O°Donnell), whose father is a wealthy doctor.
Benny and Jack soon fall in love, but their Catholic morality
keeps them away from sexual intercourse.

Omne of the interesting aspects in “Circle of Friends” is
how the Irish Catholicism affects their sexunal activity. They
are obsessed with sex but connot do anything aboat it under
the strict Irish Catholic rules of Jove, sex, and mamiage.
Benny's romance with Jack is also disturbed by her father’s
stiempt to gel her married to his young colleague and her
Triend, :

There aré some problems in the movies, Despite its title,
ihe film focuses mainly on Benmy and her romance with
Jack, not on her relationship with Nan and Eve. The
charnciers care very much about their friendships, but the
film provides only o few episodes which describe these
relmionships, ;

Compared To the other characters. Eve's chamcter is very
weik. Even though she is the smartest and plays a signifi-
cont e, Eve is still a fiay characeer. Her charncter devel-
upament and explication are ot as well-described ps Benny s
amd fon’s, The plotof Nan's pregnancy {she discovers she
is pregncint and tries to steal Jack when her wealthy Protes-
tunt buver refuses to magey her), which anfortunotely creates
the climax of the siogy, sounds like a soap opera and is not
guite fit for the: R,

However, those problems are relatively small. The film
iisedi s o lot of excellent qualities. It can be companed to
ather Trish films recently relessed in the U.S. such as
Snapper and Widow's Peak. The story which is told from
4 feminist point of view is favorable,

The music from Michael Kamen adds a tender atmosphere.
111 ihe movie: Kamen has worked with Sting. Eric Clapton,
Pink Floyd, and cthers. Hehascomposed many soundiracks
including Brazil, Lethal Weapon 1, 2.'and 3, and Robin
Hood=—Prince of Thicves and has been nominated for
several nwands.

Par O Cmrm':dmia&ﬂkﬁd&lﬂml:lqﬂﬂ,m :

heart warming details of adolescence. Supported by bril-

liant dialogue, all the acting s fine, but ﬂl&p‘:ﬂlﬂﬂl is

thhe adinirablé and notable performance by the lead actress,
Minnie Driver, Everything she does in the movie is simply
ciipert zind very charming. Minnie Driver as Benny is one

Essaywhuman?

by Dave Heaton

“Do You Want Maore?IH7771" ks the major-lobel debut
from The Roots, a Philadelphia-based rap band. On the first
track; their music is called “organic hip hop jazz, 100%
groove,” and that about sums it'up. The Roots consists of
two vocalists | Black Thought and Malik B..  drummer
BR.OTHER ?. bassist Leonard Hobbard, keyboardist
Scott Storch and occasionally others, incloding Rahzel the
Godfather of Noise (vocals), goest vocalist Cassandra Wil-
son, saxophonist Steve Coleman, trombaonist Joshua
Roseman, and CGraham Haynes on trumpet.

On**Proceed,” the second song, Black Thought says: “just
think - what if you conld just, just blink yourself avay.” In
the next hour, the Roats let the listener  escape by creating
inventive music which sounds fresh and immediately grasps
the listener’s attention.

The Roots have both mlented musicians and - vocalists,
Besides effectively delivering lyrics, Malik B. and Black
Thought also use their voices as instruments,  rapping,
singing, humming, mimicking instromenis,  scatting and
beat-boxing throughout the album. The misical and vocal
improvisations of the Roots are best exemplified by
“Essaywhuman®!!17?," g “sound check™ recorded live at
the Trocedero in Philadelphia.

Despite the innovations, the Roots sre also genuine rap
artisis. ‘They give thanks 1o previous rappers, from Slick
Rick to A Tribe Called Quest, and acknowledge  the influ-
ence of these anists on their own styles. In ~Listortion to
Static.” a straightforward rap song put to a hackground of
Iaughter, Black Thoughtsays “T'm every MC. it"s allinme.”
‘The Roots represent a fresh connection of the past with the
future, paying tribute to rap legends while taking the music
to another level.

The lyrics on the album deal mostly with topics of every-
day life, from “lazy afternoons™ 1o block parties and rela-
tionships, with some bragging and boasting trown in. The
lyrics are not groundbreaking, buf are ofien  witty. and
eniertaining, and fit in well with the group’s overall sound.
Oither highlights of the album include “Daiskar” where
Black Thought demonstrates his scal-singing techniques,
*The Lesson Part 1, featuring a guest spot by 15-year-old
rapper Dice Raw and “vocal bass™ by Rahzel, and *“The
Unlocking.” a showcase for poet Ursala Rucker.

While the Roots will liksly be compared to rap groups that
use live musichans (Digable Plancts, Speathead, Basehead)
and to rappers that emphasize vocal “freestyling” (Black
Moon, the Pharcyde), the

ufmemmhpnﬁrm&mumu ﬂ&uuyh. “Do You Want More?111771" should appeal to

wmmp‘_mﬂ. Just watch Minnie Driver.

mfmndmhudmﬂchwmﬂ.haﬂmﬂmﬂr.
qnﬂl&nmﬂhﬂﬂtﬁm aund sell-pro-

claimed “gangstas.” hmmmmm
vative music which avoids easy categorization snd pro-

" wokes the [istener 1o think and 1o dance, all af the same time.

group effectively combines the

The excuse for
my escape:

A legendary concert

at Mississippi Nights
by Robyn E. Ratcliff

When I found out that Eddie Vedder was going 1o be al
Mississippi Nights, 1 was pretty sioked. It was ona Tuesday
(April 18), and attendance entailed missing my night class.
1 decided 1o atend anyway; sacrifices must often be made.

When 1 called to get the tickets, T asked who was playing
thatnight, justtobe sire I wasa'tlied to, The phone woman
snid, “Like whatT" and I responded, Y ou know, like, who's
going 1o stand on the stage and sing?”. She laughed with
greatenthusiasm and explained thatshe had said Mike Wan.
Oh. Trreally made her day. She laughed for along time. 1
guess ] was expecting her to name the guitar player in Watt's
band . . . guitar player Eddie Vedder.

Though I had never listeried 1o Mike Watt before, [ really
enjoyed the show, The guy had a great deal of persanality
and looked a lot like a lumberjack. He danced around with
hishass guitar and giggled while he sang. His band inclded
Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam; Dave Grohl, formely of Nir-
vana; and Pat Smear, formerly of the Germs and Nirvana.

The opening bands were Hovercraft, 8 multi-media pre-
sentation, and Foo- Fighters, fronted by Grohl: Hovercraft
was interesting; there was n band of three playing with o
silent movie as a backdrop. ‘Being kind of short, 1 couldn’t
see too well, but the movie was 2 montage of primarily
nature shots and pictures of India. The music of Hovercraft
was dark snd loud and it came and went in midsive Wives
of sound.

Foo-Fighters were even louder than Hovercraft and Grohl
ivok head-banging to an entirely new plane which 1 will call
full-bodiy-banging, There was aremnant of Nirvana in their
sound, but they were o Tittle too metallic for my personal
taste. 1 could hardly hear anything but a supreme, whiny,
feedback sound for two days, and 1 blame the Foo-Fighters,
though it may have been the result of prolonged exposure to
loud miusic in general.

The highlight of the show was Wait's song “Hig Train™
whichwas very enferiaining. Vedder sang two songs during
the set and they were ecstatic expericnces for the whole
erowd, Most people were there 1o see him anyway, but there
wiis no ailempl by Vedder to steal the show from Watt,
which wiis cool. Wil provided an interesting amay of
mushcal styles and themes. Another favorite of mine was the
song "Against the "70's" which Wat and Vedder sang with
4 great deal of enthusiasm and vigor.

In general, the Mike Wait show was incredible. He hasa
new album out called Ball-Hog or Tugboar? which I hear
is really great and plan to buy tomorrow; It sccurred 1o me
after the concert that it was really an incredibly liberating
experience fust 1o drive o St Louis with two great friends
on a2 Tuesduy night. In fact, had there been no concert, no
Eddie, no beer, T think T would have had just as much fun.

= Az the stress of finals and ﬁnlhwu-ﬂu,lm
yourself. Something

- sugpest poing on such an adventure

about Just geiting in the car and driving away, being in
another city on a school night, unable’to be reached evenby
ﬂmmmﬂmyﬂﬁdmlﬁnpﬂ. You may nol
pnumwmrmummm

night of culeral isolation, .- ;



e e iy et

by Brett Kirkpatrick T

out f this stony rubbish? 3
the present and its topsoil,
only nuclear active and broken,

arequest, .
brin 1 your trashbag to the roadside rally,
but tilease don't be late,
the +vorld is at the fingertips of fate.
all the heroes blown to mistakes,
tumlleweed across a desert highway,
a wi steland, ; ;
i que stion the relevance of all your talk,
you only aggravate,
suffocate.

i '&;4&:-:31::;_ oL .
; 2 +he [and o milk 7 l'}‘?h"_—
i e ""The Land of Milk and Honey" is an animated acknowledgement of a fancy tha people commaonly try
1is better to direct your energy elsewhere. "':“fm%j eality--that Is forcing a separai e & deialbll thig i W e
iAo dgvithout mytk; | consequences. It draws a parallel between the fictitious idea of lactation independet of a mammal and
comes the white negro and his peripheral ecstasy, | themselves. “The Land of Milk and Honey" describes the absurdity of emplaying such deception. -
a siring of epiphanies.

To a Dyving Breed? ; i b}r'l.aug_hton Messmer
he sees, " I wish to bid a fond farewell to an ML TSU tradition in case some “purists” get their way. Although I
he sees it all as art, nostalgia. personally have never indulged in the ecstasy of nicotine, many of my confidants do. The soothing clouds of
to purely expericnce without scratch paper, smoke are a sure sign of friends, as I entered the room. lmﬂm%wflwmuwhw
void of the mad caper. . .. buzz of  student asking me for a light. “Sorry buddy, 1don't smoke.” But I'm cool any way bmwst:;:h'l
i alyzation. amongst those who do. 'Si:uinglihmhina:nwllmwlngmulmdnwﬁﬂm‘hefmqfdm :
S : Felers i a puff of tobacco, coping with this university in theirown special way. Looking for alittle _s_.a_lvs_:ﬂn_lhumm_s
POTHY 33 the Ouly SHIE g, from lighting.a smoke. All brands are worshipped, Marlboro, Camel, even rolled cigarettes. Oh, but alas, next
Wy e yele i b, ' year the privilege will be smashed under the fist of the “purists”. Or won't it? Anyway, to all Mainstreet
RosedhiaGRapdncEs, smokers, thank you and good Tuck for the year to follow, for you are a breed that is being hunted. I pray you
when you're on the road. g e SR e e s i R T e s




