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by Holly Cerny

Tn 1978. the Education Task Foree of the
Sonoma County (Califorma) Commission on the
Status of Women imtiated a “Women’s History
Week” celebration. This included a parade and
essay contest. As word spread across the coun-
try, state departments of education encouraged
similar celebrations in their geographic regions.
National Women’s History Week gained recogni-
tion as an effective means for achieving equity
goals within classrooms. Almost a decade after
the Sonoma County celebration, the National
Women'’s History Project petitioned Congress to
expand the national celebration to the entire month
of March in 1987. Since that petition, the Na-
tional Women’s History Month Resolution has
been approved with bipartisan support 1 both
houses. This national declaration has been hon-
ored in Kirksville for several years now.

March 1s in full swing, as so'is Women’s
History Month. In order to commemorate its ex-

{ourth annual Third-Wave Feminisms: A Truman
Conference. The conference consisted of eleven
sessions spanning three days. March 25-27. Top-
ics ranged from representation of women, the
impact of American feminism on.“Third World”
nations, the concept of gender, self-image. myths,
education. to ecology and moving toward a femi-
nist community. Participants included faculty and
stafl. graduate students and undergraduate stu-
dents.

" Indiscussing the value of the conference with
Dr. Seidel. she emphasized the importance of hav-
ng a session that spans levels of education and
interests. She maintained that the format 15 non-
hicrarchical in that all participants, whether they
are a doctor or undergrad, are given equal value
and the utmost attention of the audience. The
conference is a space for dialogue to be opened
between diffesent opintons and ideologies.
Student and presenter Heather Burgess en-
lightened the audience with two enticing presen-
tations, one regarding gender, seX. and MTV’s
Loveline and the other pertaining to issucs of class
and gender m the movie Working Girl. She also
echoed Dr. Seidel’s enthusiasm for the interaction

minism alive at Truman

istence. Dr. Seidel has coordinated this year’s-

between students and professors, adding that 1t
was encouraging to see so many diverse topics
within the reaim of femimist discourse beng pre-

-sented.

Perhaps now 1s an ideal place to insert the
necessity of mamntamning such a conference in what
s considered a modern society based upon equal-
ity for all mdividuals. Third-wave feminism 1s a
movement to rectify incorrect paths taken by the
second-wave. The second-wave of the 1960s and
70s was primarily concemed with the needs of
white, middle-class American women. The third-
wave that has taken root since seeks to inciude
the various aspects previously unexplored:
women of color, those not included in the middle-
to-upper classes, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered women, teens and elders, those with
disabilities, and those marginalized within femi-
nist discourse prior to the third-wave movement.

There isa great amount of research and work

to be accomplished, and this conference is just -

one way Truman affiliates are seeking to further
the progress-of modern feminism. A conference
such as the one Dr. Scidel organized is still timely
and even necessary. Our society still views nor-
mality through a one-dimensional lens: white,

_middle-class, and more often than not, male. The

prevalence of feminism has been dimimshed in
past years. but is being resurrected with the help
of such conferences.

Overall. the main objective of the confer-
ence and third-wave feminism is to include those
previously excluded in feminist discourse and
theory. This may appear to be a lofty goal, but
one that seems more and more plausible as femi-
nists address issues of class, gender as a cultural
construct, and ecology. As more women and men
explore the fallacies of gender and sex dichoto-
mies, we as a human race are more likely to reach
a state of acceptance and liberation. Imperative
to this liberation is the-notion that human beings
are not the only organisms on this planet, and can
no longer pretend to be invincible. Nature, human
understanding, cultural awareness, and third-wave
femninism seek to make the world a more habit-
able place both for humans and the living envi-
ronment.
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Yves Wittman practices his role for the upcomin

g French play, Intermezzo.
photo by Rachel Beckett

Stephanie Noll presented her paper at Third-Wave Feminisms: A Truman
Conference that was held March 25-27.

photo by Krissy Vogel

by Rachel Beckett

If you speak French or enjoy theatre, this
semester’s French play 1 a2 must-see. Students
and faculty members perform Intermezzo by
Jean Giraudoux under the direction of Dr. Patrick
Lobert of the French Department. According to
Lobert, Intermezzo is a departure from past
French plays, in which comic elements were
dominant. Intermezzo is more romantic, poetic,
and dramatic. The story is a distant cousin of
The Phantom of the Opera, says Lobert. How-
ever, the traditional comic elements appear

‘throughout the show.

The play is set in a small French village in
the 1930s. After the town’s schoolmistress fails
ill, the romantically inclined Isabelle (Rachel
Beckett) takes her place. Soon afterward, strange
occurrences bring into question her teaching
methods and lifestyle. After a bit of research,
the townspeople learn that Isabelle considers
herself a witch, and that she has been pursuing

a relationship with a certain Spectre (Yves.

Wittman). The townspeople panic, particularly
the town mayor (Shannon Smith) and the civil
servant characters of the Inspector (Dr. Lobert)
and the Superintendent of the Bureau of Weights
and Measures (Doug Reside). The village
plunges into a crisis while Isabelle steps further
and further into the world of the dead. Bemng
caught between the real and the ideal takes its

a
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Aciors to perform French pla

toll on the villagers, who begin to question the
dull routine of their lives.

Enchanting scenes involving the Pharma-
cist (Gaéle Le Hannier), controller of the Forces
of Nature, create a mystical atmosphere of the
forest in which many of the significant scenes
occur. Much energy is brought to the play by
the testimonials of the little girls who are
Isabelle’s young students (Jennifer Lonigro,
Adrienne Gerke, Sofia Taboada). A touch of
humor is added by the sisters Mangebois (Jen-
nifer McKellips, Sarah Carle), two older ladies
who serve as the town’s busybodies. An action
scene involving the Executioner (Aaron Gurly)
adds to the mayhem. The play also features an
original soundtrack, created by Dr. Lobert,
which adds to the mystical atmosphere.

The play is certainly not intended solely
for French speakers, but for anyone who likes
+heatre. So if you would like to enjoy an evening
of drama, comedy, action, and, of course, ro-
mance, plan to go to the SUB Down Under on
April 8 and 9. The show starts at 8:00 p.m.
Admission is free, and English translations are
even provided for those who don’t speak French.
So you have no excuse to stay home. Go. It will
be lots of fun, and hey, you might even pick up
a few new French words with which you will
impress your friends at parties.

—T
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Send letters -- not too long, not teo
short -- to the mailbox in the CAOC, or
e-mail us at monitortrm@hotmail.com

Hate-crime legislation
needed

Gender sexual orientation 1s laudably
mountingly coming to the forefront of Mis-
souri politics once more again. Proposed leg-
islation in both the state Jeff City Senate
and House by Senator Clay of St. Louis area
and Representative Harlan of Columbia
would all emancipatorily do what our own
Magruder-run Truman State University
admin. has signally and conspicuously failed
to do 1n writing!! Make discrimination
against gay people, broadly defined as ev-
eryone from a long-haired abused hetero-
sexual to gquet bisexual; an actionable Mis-
sourt and specifiable “hate crime” in other
words, next frequent time you and your girl-
friend/stroke. boyfriend proudly brave the
darkening evening of a stroll down sunny
Kirksville sidewalk and a party of
Hicksville's evil largest belly-fleshpots chau-
vimstically draws up in a car and abuses your
sexual “indeterminacy,” these gross fatsos
would be actionable. Rightly so. too. against
the idle abusers® uncouthness.

‘ Yet the obstacles to such a law’s pas-
sage tacilitatorily by amending the State Con-
stitution to nclude hence the actionable word
“gay” are formidable. Other countries, nota-
bly Canada, have passed the law, and even in
“Hicksville,” Alberta, you have to tederally
obey it: if you are a rampaging bigot as the
Mounties (Royal Canadian Mounted Police)
“will surely get you, as their man”™ under
legislation C41! Indeed the kind of anti-gay
{ discrimination that afflicted and blighted the
1 prairie Canadian youth of the great Canadian
| femmo-rock country singer C. Laing will thus
fortunately not have to be small-town en-
dured: by her far younger lesbian singers-to-
{ emulatorily-be. Good for liberatingly them!
in Missouri, though, we have acres -of
old hard-caked “shit” to clear away. Before
{ here in our very rural compost we can evisage
any such zestful clean, prejudice-free Cana-
dian anfi-bigot path. At a recent pro-reform
rally in Jefferson City, nght wing religious
i male hecklers accosted the more than 1,000
| strong gay, bi and het crowd with abuse; that
“Jesus” would not have approved their “de-
{ viant” advocacy drive for the Clay-Harlan
bills. Sure enough, our own Republican state-
{ house representattve. business-farmer Don
1 Summer, does not even mention his Colum-
1 bia colleague’s bill in his “questionnaire fo-
{ rum.” As to what he should new legisiative
session do; mailed to our household, while
his Democrat State Senate counterpart, Joe
Maxwell, after spending a lot of money on
; getting re-clected at our expense, seems to
have foresaken all such “issues™ interest,
whatsoever. In favor of nastily doing in a
{ favored female colleague to ambitiously run
for yet another career post. State Lieutenant
Governor. Both local. all-toco-macho male
poliicians act as if they are beholden to any
issue-but the vital one of social real change
that needs to be undertaken.

So let’s try and speed up this their anti-
bigotry evasive process a little fast, but one,
issuc of Monitor? Firstly, the “born again™
Chnstian refrain which even our most un-
] Lhrlstmn uymgai pohtlmans do so timidly

tian and national left that the evidence
about Christ and sexuality is a lot less
chaste and admirably complexly human
than they tell you!! No less than 2 UK
Church of England bishops (Episcopa-
lian, USA in titling!) in my English
youth, Drs Jim Robinson (author of Honest
to God) and High Montefidre, pointed out
that Christ “befriended” two people! In ways
that went far beyond the aridly chaste in at
least brave, loving language, ¢ven the anti-
sexual apostle Paul dared not censoriously
tamper with! Firstly, the hstorical person-

age Christ (and we do know from the anti- -
-Christian, historian, Roman Tacitus he defi-

nitely existed) stopped a sexist mob stoning
the prostitute, Mary. His remark was cut-
ting: which, of you has not so sinned in heart.
Secondly, Christ’s favoritism to John among
his followers was so gender love pronounced
that even rival gospel compilers noted its
disproportion, if it had not been mere affec-
tion. Theologically Greek anti-sexual neo-
Platonism was historically a later accretion
to Christianity, not its foundation.

Finally, if these 2-Missouri bills are
launchingly to get off the ground and places
like basically nearly all-white, nearly all-male
Atom Bomb University be dragged truly mnto
a less sexist Twenty First Century of
multisexuality and multicultural tolerance and
even love heaven for fend, we must chal-
lenge!! Our own local pro-gay organizations
to come out of their stuffy own closet far
more, and be “political.” Despite the fact for
instance that my own younger brother is an
acclaimed UK national poet and gay activist,
I knotv for sure that I have never been asked
once to talk to the Jocal Prism chapter. Al-
though the European gay liberalization cam-
paign has made tremendous strides in both
media and politics gains, from Sir John
Gielgud and Sir Ian McKellan’s “coming out”
n public commitment stand at the top end;
to bisexual French novelists like Helen
Cixcous! What are we afraid of? The more
self-silencing is practiced in areas like
Kirksville and Truman State, the more the
politicians and the churches will join
Magruder and his TSU administration col-
leagues. In acting blindly “dumbfounded.”
As we our essence be “hate crime” protected
and be less adventurous in hormonal tran-
quility so easefully blest are statutorily pro-
tected in your choice of lifestyle, so hetero-
sexually speaking! Physical and verbal rape
against you is not permitted in “hate.” Why
should 1ts principle be recognised equally
for gays freedom from hate?

Sincerely,

Larry Iles, State Socialist Chair

EARD’S

GALLERY

83rd
Anniversary Sale

Great Buys!
Starts April 1, 1999

" 120 E. Washington
- 665-4531
one block east of Pagliai’s

fear! Well, it has to be said from the Chris- -

Graduate students should
take advantage of organiztion

I would like to take this opportunity to
bring to the attention of the broader university
community the Graduate Student Organiza-
tion. This organization has been attempting
over the last year to create a forum in which
graduate students can identify and articulate
their individual and collective concemns. Mem-
bers of this organization have sought to foster
a sense of community among the often very
disparate_graduate programs and the students
in those programs. This organization has
worked to provide opportunities for graduate
students to formally and informally come to
know their peers. This organization has hoped
to work as a way to promote and improve the
quality of the graduate programs and the
broader university community.

However, none of this can be done with-
out members. Since our first meetings last year,
attendance has sagged to the point that only
two people attended the last general meeting.
The students who have taken time to work
towards the above goals understand how diffi-
cult it can be on the part of graduate students
to take time out of very tight schedules. But
we do urge graduate students to become in-
volved in this organization. We invite all gradu-
ate students, and those who will attend Truman
State University’s graduate programs in the
fall, to attend our meetings on Tuesday April
6, 6:00 p.m. in room 6 of the Student Union
Building and on Tuesday April 20, 6:00 p.m.
in room 6 of the Student Union Building. If
you have any suggestions, comments, or con-
cerns, or if you want additional nformation;
feel free to contact the organization through its
CAOC mailbox or by contacting me. We hope

to see you there.
Warren Kasper

Acting President
Graduate Student Organization

wmm;

Used Books and Unicorns
305 S. Franklin
627-1712
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Sat. 9-6 Sun. 12-6
‘Open on Sunday!
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& More
304 S. Elson
Delivering the best food in
Kirksville!!
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‘Monday........Manicotti Marinara
Tuesday........Bk Most. Supreme
Wednesday..Manneloni
Thursday.......SW Ck Casserole
Friday............Pasta Broccoli
Saturday.......Bk Most Supreme
Sunday..........AKV’s Favorite Lasagna

11-2, Mon to Fri
20% off all dine-in orderslll
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“If I've got something to say, sit; I'm gonmna say it now."”

~-Phil Ochs

Commandments violate rights

by Leslee White

I spent part of my spring break involved
in a vindictive e-mail battle with my hometown
representative. He i1s a major proponent of a
current bill up for debate in the Arkansas Sen-
ate. The bill came about in response to my former
junior high’s school-wide posting of the Ten
Commandments. When angry parents requested
the document be removed from the walls of the
public yunior high, a bill came about which al-
lowed for the posting of the Ten Command-
ments in public schools as a list of school rules.
This bill just got House approval and now moves
to the Senate.

Now, I’m not one to let this slide by. My
brother atiends this junior high, and I was a
student there. So, I wrote my representative
with my concerns. Perhaps my angry approach
was a tad tasteless, but it sure ‘made me feel
better. In my letter I told Jim Bob — yes, that is
really his name and not just an Arkansas insult
— that [ think the posting of the Ten Command-
ments in a public school 1s in direct opposition
to the constitutional separation of church and
state. I also may have mentioned that I couldn’t
wait to get my law degree so I could “sue the
likes of Southwest Junior High and the repre-
sentatives who do nothing about blatant disre-
gard of the Constitution.” My father consid-
ered this an extremely immature approach to
problem solving, but just knowing this repre-
sentative knows I think he’s a bigot gives me a
charge. And, oh, how horrible I am to address
an elder in that manner. I know, sincere apolo-
gies to all offended. Anyway, the funny part of
this story 1s that I got a reply. My representa-
tive responded within two days with the fol-
lowing;:

“MS. WHITE,

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE
PRINCIPLES THAT WE WANT EVERY
YOUNG PERSON TO KNOW. WHAT IS
WRONG WITH TELLING CHILDREN,
DON’T KILL, STEAL, OR LIE? THIS DOES
NOT VIOLATE THE CONSTITUTION.
QUR NATION WAS FOUNDED ONE NA-
TION UNDER GOD. I SUPPORT SOUTH-
WEST JR. HIGH FOR THIS GOOD BOLD
STEP. BACK WHEN THE BIBLE WAS
TAUGHT IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WE

HAD LESS PROBLEMS WITH OUR
YOUTH. '
JIM BOB DUGG.

Interesting stuff, huh? Do the capital let-
ters mean he’s yelling this reply? I'm not up on
computer language. I’m going to ignore the part
where he used part of the Pledge of Allegiance
to justify the content of the constitution. Let’s
focus on the concept. Of course I thmk we
should teach children “don’t kill, steal or lie.”
My problem lies in the first four command-
ments. These are the ones that directly mention
God. I can’t speak for other Christians, but 1
think it’s a litile presumptuous to make a gen-
eral rule for every student, “I am the Lord thy

od... thou shalt have no other gods before me.”
1 think this is clearly an imposition on the rights
of the students and violation of the Constitu-
tional separation of church and state.

I’'m trying to figure out why he belicves
our nation was founded by Christians. If
memory serves, most of those guys were deists
or atheists. The only-mention of religion (be-
sides the separation of church and state stuff) 1
can come up with is in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence — “they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights.” I think that’s a
pretty strong “freedom of religion” message.
The distinct difference is that it says, “endowed
by their Creator,” not “endowed by THE Cre-
ator.” I infer from this that the founding fathers
knew that different people have different be-
liefs, and all beliefs should be respected. But,
perhaps I’'m ‘mistaken.

As much as I disagree with what Duggar
has to say, I must respect the fact that he re-
sponded to my e-mail so promptly. News from
my parents is that so many people are angry
and involved that the bill will not pass the Sen-
ate. If you’re interested in more blatant Consti-
tutional violations, check out the Little Rock
newspaper -- The Democrat-Gazette -- at
www.ardemgaz.com. The local section gives you
the low-down on all kinds of neat bills passed
in the house, such as the bill requiring women
who want an abortion to view an, ultrasound
image of their fetus and then wait 24 hours be-
fore they are eligible to get an abortion. Enjoy
the laws of the Imperial South.

“orKaren Kuehnle (x4330)

Cia e

Truman Writers in Process is looking for you!
Truman Writers in Process, a published collection of student writing,
is looking for submissions for its upcoming edition.The aim of this

collection is to gather student essays to be used as models in
ENG 190 Writing As Critical Thinking.This call for papers is
searching for student writing from all levels, majors and disciplines.

Several benefits to submitting to Truman Writers in Process are:
-achanceto be published as an undergraduate
-agreat addition to graduate school applications and resumes
-a$15 royalty check if your essay is accepted.

Just bring a clean copy of your paper to the
Division of Language and Literature by April 1.

if you have any further questions, please contact Missy Moss (x4401)
We are Iooklng forward to readmg your papers'

..................

Movement harms equal nghts

by Dane Stangler

Currently, an extremely controversial topic
in -our country is that of homosexuality. Gay
rights groups go up against organizations that
are very anti-gay, politicians debate legislation
dealing’ with' sexual orientation, and the public
becomes outraged at hate crimes while at the
same time uneasily tolerate homosexuality. Well,
I am here to say that the Christian right must be
stopped as they attempt to “purify” our coun-
try. :

The Christian right 1s very powerful and
can claim the support of some 30 million people
or more. Its main organizations are the Chris-
tian Coalition, the American Family Associa-
tion, and Focus on the Family. Each of these
groups is adamantly opposed to homosexual-
ity and the idea of giving gays and lesbians the
same rights as anyone else.

They have infiltrated politics and their in-
fluence can be seen everywhere. In 1996, the
Defense of Marriage Act was passed to pre-
vent same-sex marriages. Since then, 28 states
have passed similar legislation, making it hard
for homosexuals to live m peace.

In January 1998, something very frighten-
ing happened in Mame. The Christian right
turned out voters in full force to overturn the
Human Rights Act that had just been passed
the previous year and forbade discrimination
on the basis of sexual orientation. Then. last
July, the Nationa! Pro-Family Forum began-the
Truth in Love advertising campaign, which called
homosexuality a sin and said gays and lesbians
could get help and be “cured.”

Senate majority leader Trent Lott has com-
pared homosexuality to alcoholism, as if it is a
disorder or a choice. Extreme right groups call
for the death penalty for homosexuals and picket
the funerals of gays. One particular Kansas min-
ister has set up his own website for he and his
followers. www.godhatesfags.com. All over the
country, Christian right groups are lobbying leg-
islatures to repeal legislation that gives gays
equal rights.

What is going on here? What has happened
to democracy and freedom and equal rights in
our country? The Christian night is attempting
to turn our nation into a “Christian republic”
and “cleanse” our society of what they see as
subverting nfluences. Anti-gay groups claim
that homosexuals are more likely to shoplift or
avoid paying taxes. Dr. Paul Cameron, an out-
spoken Christian right leader and anti-gay ac-
tivist, at one point suggested that gays be quar-
antined, and believes that homosexuality will
destroy Amernica.

I cannot believe the injustices that gays
and lesbians are suffering all over this country.
They are being derided and portrayed as hor-
rible sinners who are out to corrupt the children
of the United States. All homosexuals want is
the opportunity to live in peace and carry on
therr lives just as everyone else does. And be-
sides, is it really a sin? Bible thumpers can point
to several passages in the Bible that suppos-
edly decry homosexuality, but theologians across
the country dispute their translations. Every
version of the Bible 1s a different interpretation
and translation of it -- all you have to do is
examine two different versions of it and you
will find words and passages that are translated
differently. Christian leaders seem to be twist-
ing the words around for their own use.

1 was raised Catholic and attended a Catho-
lic school for nine years. Every day was a les-
son in learning to act like Jesus and to treat
people in a “Christian” manner. Being Christian
to someone meant treating them equally and
respectfully and kindly. Tt meant following the
two golden rules: “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you;” “Let he among you
without sin cast the first stone.” Christian right
leaders and activists are adhering to neither of
these tenets of Christianity. They are hypo- |
crites whose own views on homosexuality un-
dermine their basic teachings. Now, with all this
uproat from the Christian right over -homo-

See RIGHTS, page 8

Changing passwords is dumb

by Tom Wheatley

Did you see that student n the computer
lab the other day?

You couldn’t have missed him. He was
banging his head agamnst s keyboard, cursing
his monitor (haven’t we all wanted to curse our
Monitor at one point or another?) and begging
God to intercede and relicve his pain.

Yep, that was 1. I've been battling the
school’s computer system for a while, After
several months of dueling, I have to concede
that the computer system is kicking my butt.

However, in my own defense, I have to
say that the security measures that Truman
takes with 1ts computers are ridiculous and ab-
surd. My horrid computer expeniences are just
one of many testaments of the nonsensical se-
cunty of the Truman computer system.

The trouble all started this semester. [ came
back from Christmas break and tried to log on
to the system. After three failed tries, I noticed
the signs that said that our passwords had been
changed back to our social security numbers.
I'm still trying to understand why in God’s
name our passwords were changed n the first
place, but 1 don’t care enough to actually re-
search it.

So anyway, I tried my SSN. only to be
rejected once again. Feeling like an invalid, I
went up to the assistant and asked for help. He
told ‘me that if you fail your password three

times, the system iocks:you-out for a half-hour

.

(he was also smirking when he said it, and I |
swear that if [ ever see that guy again I'm going
to drop something heavy on him). So I went
home mad.

Eventually, at a much later date, I was able
to log on and change my password. My saga
was far from over, though.-In about a month the
svstem told me that my new password was
going to expire.

Expire? Huh? What’s up with that? No
one cleared that with me!

The whole expiration deal turned out to be
a huge pain. 1 use the same two passwords for
everything. So I figured that I'd just use my
other password. WRONG! It wasn’t six char-
acters long. Why our passwords need to be six
characters fong 1s another thing that bugs me
just enough not to research. '

Annnnnyway, I finally decided on a pass-
word that fit the requirements of the stupid
system, but I was still ticked that the system
made me incorporate a third password nto my
life. So T went home mad agan. ,

That’s not the worst of it, though. The
next month the computer told me that my pass-
word would expire AGAIN. Let me repeat that
this expiration business is a HUGE pain in the
bottom.

This time. though, 1 thought that I would
have the system beat. [ entered in my old pass

See PASSWORDS, p‘ages |
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Proposition B benefits all

by Matt Siemer

~ It’s often said that it’s useful to think about
things from another person’s perspective. While
most may rarely decide to actually follow this
advice, 1t nevertheless remans useful. In the
mot too distant past, I probably would have
been against a law that would make it easter for
people to have concealed weapons. Though my
opinion on this issue has now changed, I can
dill see why many people think Proposition B
would be very harmful. So, rather than giving a
straight out exposition on why this proposi-
tion is good, I would rather like to attempt ad-
dressing some specific issues or concerns of
those who remain wholly unconvinced.

I. Wouldn 't Proposition B make it easter

| Jor criminals to get guns?

No. The bill does not allow ¢onvicted fel-

ons to obtan licenses. But there 1s a much more
important point than this.

*%#* | have starred this paragraph because I
think 1t 1s the key not only to my entire argu-
ment, but to the entire 1ssue itself. Thus 1s, in
my opinion, the pomt of the entire debate. It is

designed to license people to carry concealed
weapons, who is likely to get such licenses? In
order to get a license, one has to pass-a compre-
hensive background check, complete at least 12
hours of handgun safety traming, fill out other
miscellaneous paper work, pay $80, and then
wait up to- 45 days to receive the license. So,
what are the chances that- someone intent on
committing a crime 1s likely to go through this
process? Well. given that a criminal 1s, by defi-
nition. someone with no regard for the law, 1
would say zero percent. Furthermore, the pro-
eess is such that even those who think, “Wow!
That sounds cool?”” or who have a half-hearted
commitment to the idea would not carry through
with pursuing a license. It’s not as though the
ehtire population is suddenly going to be toting
guns. Rather. the point is that when it comes
down to subjecting oneself to going through all
that work, only those who take the law and
their personal responsibility serously are go-
ing to pursue a license.
, 2. 1 might be willing to consider this bill if
itwere merely a matter of the right to own a gun.
| Butwe’ re talking about someone sright to carry
{ aconcealed weapon in a public place. If this bill
passes, its going to creale an overall atmo-
sphere of fear and uncertainty, because one can
“never know if the person standing right next to
them has a gun. I don't think people have a right
{ (o create fear and uncertainty, and that s exactly
what this bill gives them.

While such a fear might seem logical at’
first, under closer nspection it fails to hoid up.
First of all, as stated above, it 1s not as though
| everyone is suddenly going to have guns on
them. But even towards those that do choose to
get a license, this is not a justifiable tear. Why?
Because 1t ignores the person’s mtent in obtain-
1 itig a license and choosing to carry a gun. People
| willing to go through the process would demon-
strate that they do have high regard for both the
jaw and other people, and 1t does not make
sense to believe they would have some kind of
malicious wtent in doing so. Rather, such people
would be interested in protecting thetr own
safety.

And far from causing fear and uncertainty,

carrying a concealed weapon would be a boon
to the ‘safety of not only themselves but .also
{ other people. If, for instance, the woman stand-
ing next to you at the bank has a concealed
weapon and a burglar suddenly comes m and
begins threatening everyone, she would have
{ the chance to stop hum from dotng so. It is this

the answer to this question: if Proposition B 1s *

people who take seriously the responsibility of-

instinct to keep one’s self safe that benefits
everyone else as well. ‘

It does not make sense, on the other hand,
to fear a person who has obtained a license with
the intent to protect themselves. That is be-
cause the best way to subvert personal safety
is to threaten or intentionally endanger the lives
of others. After all, if you rob or kill someone,
you end up spending a good portion of your
time trying to keep from being captured and
thrown in jail. That’s why criminals are dumb:
anyone who respects themselves realizes that
being a criminal 1sn’t exactly the most produc-
tive thing to do with their time.

3. What of the other side of the issue, which
claims that allowing people to carry concealed
weapons would demonstrate blatant disregard
Jor the safety of other people and the dignity of
human life?

As far as safety goes, I think the above
answer sufficiently addresses that question. All

people stand to gan from Proposition B, both .

those who chose to exercise their right and those
whe don’t.

As for the “dignity of human life” argu-
ment, well, if one could tell me what exactly
that phrase means, I might be capable of an-
swering. In some cases, it might be concetvable
that such people just haven’t thought out the
issue enough to realize that this proposition is
not a threat to the safety of anyone except crimi-
nals. However, it seems more likely that most
who use this phrase just want to get by with an
emotional appeal so as to cover a lack of rea-
soning. Furthermore, I fail to see the dignity
demonstrated towards human life by telling
people that they are not free to protect them-
selves. Dignity might be better shown by not

“trying to legislate violations of the rights and

freedoms of others, and instead acknowledging
that people are worthy and capable of living life
as they see fit.

4. It just doesn tmake sense that more guns
would lead to a safer society. After all, guns are
quite dangerousin their very nature. One would
expect, therefore, that more guns-would lead to
a more dangerous society.

I’ve oflen heard it said that the creations
of man are neutral by nature. For mstance, one
could use the science that discovered how to
split an atom to either build bombs or build
power plants. The benefit or danger to society
lies not in the nature of the tool but in how and
why a person uses it.

The same pnnciple applies for guns. As
I've said above, the people who would pursue
licenses created by Proposition B would use
concealed weapons to maintain personal safety,
not to commit crimes. Their pursuit of personal
safety would also enhance the safety of those
around them. And finally, even if not one per-
son gets a license, it makes sense that at least
some crime would be prevented merely because
criminals would know there is at least a possi-
bility of a threat.

This reasoning is also supported by sta-
tistical proof. FBI crime statistics show that
compared to states lacking right-to-carry laws,
states with such laws have 18% less violent
crime, 21% less homicide, and .32% less rob-

-bery.

5. I've heard the advertising campaign for
Proposition B is fraudulent.

Reports and billboards have 1t that Mis-
souri police officers support Proposition B But
apparently, such claims are based off the sup-

port of twa organizations of officers with a -

total membership of 2,050. Even if all of these
officers supported the measure, that would only

See GUNS, page 9

- Prop B will in

by Dane Stangler

Driving-around Kirksville or along the mgh-
ways outside of town, you may have noticed
the billboards that display a potice officer and
proclaim that 2,050 police officers around the
state support Proposition B. Proposition B 18
up for vote in one -week -- April 6 - and would
legalize carrying a concealed weapon.

The provisions of the proposition call for
a minimum age of 21 and a background check of
the person purchasing the gun. Anyone con-
victed of a fslony or anyone who has commit-
ted an act of violence in the last five years will
not be able to obtain a weapon. Guns will not
be allowed in school buildings, churches, voting
places, or government offices.

While several state legislatures have passed
similar bills, this 1s the first time that the issue
will be decided directly by voters.. Proponents
claim that the law will reduce violent crime.
However, without a law such as this, Missouri’s
violent cfime rate has decreased by 22 percent
in the last five years.

Although the proposition appears to cover
all its bases, it does so in a very broad manner.
Guns are not allowed in school buildings — this
does not include school grounds. Parking lots of
schools could become more dangerous with the
legal presence of lethal weapons. Guns can also
be carried into businesses, day-care centers, and
sporting events or other places where large
crowds of people gather. The potential for vio-
lence is much greater with a right-to-carry law.
Whole new- sets of regulations will have to be
passed in order to restrict where guns are al-
lowed to be carried. Every business and sta-
dium and arena will need to face this issue of
patrons and crowds carrying weapons. Metal
detectors would need to be set up everywhere
to insure that people do not carry their guns
into restricted places.

The proposition also specifies that people
with a history of mental health problems will
not be allowed to carry guns. Background checks
will- be made on those people. Sounds good,
night? The catch is that mental health records
are closed and cannot be investigated by any-
one, even the police. The bill specifies that ju-
venile records will be opened up to the sherifl
for background checks, but mental health records
will stay closed. Also, no convicted felons will
be allowed to obtain weapons or people with
records of violence in the past five years. This
means that people with serious misdemeanors
will have no problem getting guns.

Another provision of the law would be
that gun owners would be required to take 12
hours of training for safety. That also sounds
like a good idea — until it is put into perspec-
tive. Consider that police officers are required
to take 100 hours of this type of traming. Twelve
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elections this spring.
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crease crime

hours is not that much, and who 1s to say that it
will do any good? )

The billboards claim that 2,050 police of-
ficers around the state support the propost-
tion. 2,0507 There are over 20,000 in this state.
St. Louis itself has 2,000. That statistic is mis-
leading and, when nvestigated, shows that jaw
enforcement officials are adamantly opposed
to Proposition B. And don’t they know best
when it comes to crime? They are out there
protecting the public everyday, and with con-
stant criminal encounters, they probably know
that more guns will not reduce crime.

What will happen when violent people get
hold of guns? People who overreact quickly
and let their tempers get the best of them will
have guns at their sides. Road rage may take on
a whole new meaning.

Why do we need this law? The main effect
of it will be mental — people will feel more
confident walking around packing heat. Wil this
really have that big of an effect on crime? If you
are held up on the street at gunpoint or are
getting raped, chances are you probably won’t
have time to reach for your gun --'the person
will shoot you.

What kind of message is this sending to
the children and future leaders of our country?
They will grow up and get the impression that
guns are needed and that violence and weapons
solve problems. Aggression will have an en-
tirely new avenue for manifestation. Guns may
lead to power trips in some people and cause
guns to be pulled on anyone who crosses those
people. Heads will swell and egos will grow
now that a gun is in their possession.

There may actually be an increase in cnme
due to this law. Drug-related crimes may go up
because those users and dealers will have easy
access to guns and be able to make their points
known when it comes to matters of imoney and
amount. If someone doesn’t get paid or gets a
smaller amount than they paid for, a gun is right
there waiting to be pulled to support them. In a
country that claims to be working toward peace
and harmony, this is a' giant step backward.
Racial and ethnic lines may become sharper and
tensions could rise with anyone capable of pro-
ducing a gun to reinforce them. Inner city clashes
could grow in magnitude with more guns on the
market legally.

Proposition B 1s a dangerous idea that
should not pass. Take advantage of your nght
to vote and help keep our state a safe place that
is on the road to peace. How would you feel
sitting next to a person who had a-pistol under
his coat and something made him mad? He
would have something right there to let his an-
ger out with. Don’t give in tor the gun fervor —
protect everyone by voting “No” on Proposi-
tion B.

Looking for something to do

Run for the Funds Allotment Council!

FAC is a great way to get involved
on campus. Elections will be held in
conjunction with Student Senate

For more information, call FAC @x7674. (]
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- OTC's songs reflect dreams

The Olivia Tremor Control
Black Foliage: Animation Music
Flydaddy :

by Dave Heaton

The Olivia Tremor Control’s 1996 de-
but album, Music From the Unrealized Film
Script Dusk At Cubist Castle, was as com-
plex and arty (in a good way) as the title
suggested, a collection of psychedelic pop
songs soaking in dream imagery and a
postmodern perspective on music and the
world. The band alternated between some-
what trippier versions of 60s-style melodic
rock a la the Beatles, Zombies, and Beach
Boys and experimental instrumental exercises
in stringing sounds together in a way that
leaves room for listener interpretation.

Their follow-up album, Black Foliage:
Animation Music, continues the same pat-
tern but is both bigger, in terms of sound and
arrangement, and more cohesive. Where Cub-
ist Castle would have a few ultra-catchy pop
songs and then fifteen minutes of weird
instrumentals. on Black Foliage the band has
taken everything they love to do and con-
centrated -it better, making a work which
holds together while including a disparate
array of styles, sounds, and musical prac-
tices.

The album overall has a fuller sound,
with horns, overlapping vocals, and a multi-
tude of strange and interesting sounds, some
buried in the depths of the song, revealed
only with-a good set of headphones. The
band’s experimental side touches the whole
album, partly through these extra sonic flour-
ishes and also through the album’s continu-
ing “Black Foliage” theme of what they ob-
tusely call “animation music.” In various seg-
ments of these themes. and 1n tracks called
“Combinations,” they’ve taken a musical
theme and created several variations on it,
using them as segues from song to song, as a
workout for the band’s inventive side, and
as a sort of musical glue holding the album
together. Each version consists of part of the
basic theme augmented by cut-up pieces of
other songs from the album, songs from the
band’s past, various noises found/recorded
in the band members” daily lives, and spo-
ken bits of people recounting their dreams,
as collected in the band’s ongotng dream-re-
cording project, where they encourage friends
and album purchasers to send them taped
copies of their dream stories.

Dreams and other mysterious phenom-
ena play a major role in OTC’s music, espe-

cially on this album. Not only do the themes
of “ammation music” evoke images of bed-
time and dreams, the songs’ lyrics often touch
on dreams; either through explicit references
or by arranging non-linear strings of words
and images which exude a surrcal quality. The
lyrics, written by lead Singer/songwriters
Will Cullen Hart and Bill Doss, also consis-

tently convey the importance of the unknown,

and the uncertamn. This 1s even addressed
outright in a few songs, most obviously in
“Mystery,” with its chorus, “I know 1t’s hard
to believe 1n something you can’t see.”

The chorus to the album’s first song (af-
ter a brief theremin “Opening™), “A Peculiar
Noise Called Train Director,” is “There we
are / in the blink of an eye you’ll get several
meanings.” This freedom of interpretation is
another key aspect of The Olivia Tremor
Control’s music. They thrive on openness
and the 1dea that any word, sound, or juxta-
position of words and/or sounds can trigger
a variety of reactions 1n any particular lis-
tener.

While Hart and Doss do most of the
songwriting, the album’s creation and record-
ing also seem like a open, collaborative ef-
fort among creative-minded individuals. Be-
sides the band’s five main members, over 20
other musicians (many from the other bands
often lumped together with OTC as the El-
ephant 6 collective, including The Apples n
Stereo and Neutral Milk Hotel) contributed
musically and/or creatively to the making of
the album.

For the listener, Black Foliage is filled
with a variety of delights. While some tracks
have that instantly graspable (and singable)
quality of the best pop music, others have
the ever-intriguing and surprising (and con-
versely, hard to immediately grasp) quality
of the best experimental compositions. And
many have both at the same time. Instead of
just commenting.on dreams and other altered
states of being, this album induces them. It
is a truly psychedelic experience, especially
on songs like “I Have Been Floated” and
“Paranormal Echoes,” where the music shifts
and moves in beautifully unusual ways, mak-
ing listeners feel like they’re flying through
a bizarre created world. The perfect follow-
up to a fantastic first album adds to and
moves. forward from the legacy of the first.
Black Foliage does both and then some. Right
now, I can think of few more pleasurable
musical expeniences than slipping on your
best set of headphones and dreaming your
way into The Olivia Tremor Control’s worid.

Beth Orton turns to folk

Beth Orton
Central Reservation
Deconstruction/Arista

by Erin Hucke

Beth Orton has taken the spacey, weight-
tess nature of her debut album Trailer Park and
pinned it to the ground with her latest effort,
Central Reservation. Tangential. floating ele-
ments that were so prominent on her 1997 re-
lease have taken a backseat to her new obses-
sion — a more natural foll/blues feel.

With Central Reservation, Orton has taken
a more solid, a more secure approach to her
music, giving 1t more emotion and personality.
Bringing it back down to earth to “make it real,”
as Orton conveys in the title track, has proven
to be a wise choice for her. “Feel To Believe”
features nothing but an acoustic guitar and
Orton’s outpouring voice, building an emotional
tower from the stark sumpliaity of it all.

It’s very easy to see where her influence
for this album came from glancing over the van-
ous contributions from blues/jazz artists Dr.
John, Terry Callier and Ben Harper. Callier even
shares the vocal spotlight with Orton on “Pass
In Time,” as he did on her Best Bit EP.

With twinkling acoustic-driven songs like

- “Sweetest Decline” or “Pass In Time.” the syr-

upy flow of Central Reservation makes it more
akin to a backing track for an iced tea commer-

cial rather than a pop record. Slow and saunter-
ing, Reservation captures the sunset in its gut-
tars and a golden fluidity in the purity of Orton’s
voIce: :

But Orton hasn’t totally forgotten her
semi-electronic roots. She still manages to -
ject blips and buzzes every now and then, remi-
niscent of her earlier work. Several of the songs
are stuck in evolutionary stages between techno-
based rock and strict folk like “Couldn’t Cause
Me Harm” and the single, “Stolen Car.” Al-
though it’s plamn to see that Orton 1s more at
ease when playing the simplistic folk-type
tunes, it’s 1n the combination of the two styles
where she shines.

The incluston of two separate versions of
the titie track (the “Original Version” and “The
Then Again Version™) 18 an obvious example of
the new bi-faceted sound Orton has cultivated.
The “Original Version™ is very true to the acous-
tic guitar, while “The Then Again Version™ may
just as well be a dance remix if it had a couple
more beats. :

So Beth 1s still-floating. Even if she has
taken a giant step down to earth from the strato-
sphere, she’s made a hefty start. But [ wouldn’t
expect her to come.down completely anytime
soon. As Beth says in “Sweetest Decline,” “You
can’t pin this butterfly down.” You’re night Beth.
You can’t.

C.S. Lewis discusses pain

The Problem of Pain
by C.S. Lewis

by Tom Wheatley

If the Christian God is supposedly om-,
nipotent and good, why 1s there pam?

This is quite possibly the most complex
question for Christian apologists to tackle.
Many apologists have come up short trying to
explain it. Just as many spintual seekers have
been diverted from Christianity because of in-
adequate explanations of the reasons pain ex-
1sts. :

Fortunately, C.S. Lewis 1sn’t just any old
apologist. He is the most influential apologist
of the 20" century, and possibly the most 1m-
portant since the Retformation authors 1n the
late 1400°s and 1500°s. His writings are prolific
and diverse. From children’s stonies to fiction
to diaries, Lewis’s writings remain some of the
best apologetics work ever penned.

Lewis® spiritual journey was nothing short
of remarkable. A firm of atherst for much of his
lifs, he was also a professor and inteliectual at
Oxford and Cambridge universities. Lewis em-
braced Christianity when he was middle-aged,
after spending much of his life deep in atheistic
intellectual circles.

Resolving pain with the existence of God

was one of the things that kept him from being _

a Christian for many years. Because of his spiri-
tual background, Lewis is uniquely qualified to
write on the subject of pain. The finished prod-
uct, The Problem of Pain, is a umque book.

As usual, Lewis is methodical and flaw-
less in presenting his argument. He begins with
his arguments and backing evidénce of the exist-
ence of God as described by the Bible. Then he
offers arguments for the omnipotence and be-
nevolence of God before detving mnto the heart
of human pain. the existence of hell and ammal
suffering. Finally, he wraps it all up with a dis-
cussion of the nature of heaven.

This is the finest work 1 have ever read on
the existence and meaning of pain. Much of the
literature I have seen-on the subject attempts to
explain pain by mvalidating everv other
worldview but Christianity. Although this type
of argument may be valid and sound. many

‘people are looking for more than just a default

answer to what 1s possibly the most taxing prob-
lem that faces both humamty and religion.

In The Problem of Pam, Lewis brings the
argument to a new level. Instead of arguing
agamst everything else, he successtully explains
pain within the parameters of Chnistianity.

Because of the complexity, beauty. and
soundness of his explanations of why pain ex-
1sts, I have refrained from presenting Lewis’
argument n depth here. Space doesn’t allow 1t,
and I simply don’t feel that any summary !
could offer would do it justice.

Let me say this, though. Failing to read
this book will be a great disservice to anyone
who struggles with the existence of pan. For
the price of two keg cups, one can discover
more meanmg in pain than they ever thought -
possible.

Become part of the Monitor staff...

join us at our meetings.
9:00 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays
OP115B

Try us!
You'll like us! |
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Eminem proves that he’s no Vanilla Ice

Eminem )
The Slim Shady LP
Aftermath/Interscope

by Matthew A. Webber

“Hi, my name 15 what? My name 1s who?
My name 15...” (everybody answer now) “Shm
Shady.” By now we all know what Eminem’s
name 1s, thanks to Dr. Dre, MTV (who 1s play-
ing the tuck out of “My Name Is,” a buzzclip),
Rolling Stone, and aimost every major hap hop
publication. There hasn’t been this much hype
surrounding a newly discovered rap talent since,
well, Dr. Dre’s fast discovery, Snoop Doggy
Dogg. Plus, Eminem’s violent, misogynistic lyr-
1cs are stirning up just as much controversy and
outrage as the lyrics to Doggystvle did, ensuring
Slim Shady even more MTV-time, even if it’s
time on ATV News.

And oh, veah. he’s white, in case you didn’t
know.

Emmem, formerly known as Marshall
Mathers (M & M. get 1t?), is by no means the
first white MC, but he is the first white MC to
get this kind of (rabid) press coverage. Vanilla
Ice was dissed as the poser that he was. House
of Pain was viewed as white boy party-rap
(and Everlast, House of Pain’s leader, 1s now a
talented folk/blues/mp-hop songwriter). And the
Beastic Boys. despite putting out two of the
best hip-hop albums 1n the past 10 years or so
(Paul s Boutique and Hello Nasty) are somehow
never played on hip hop radio stations, and are
somehow (inappropriately) labeled “alterna-

tive.”

The hype regarding Erninem would be hard
for any rapper to live up to, much less a white
one. But on The Slim Shady LP, Eminem not
only lives up to the hype, he murders it —- and
he dumps the dead body into the ocean.

The above metaphor 1s taken from “97°
Bonnie and Clyde,” the most ghastly song on
an often gruesome album. The song begins sweet
enough, with the rapper actually cooing to his
daughter Hailie (think Will Snuth’s “Just the
Two of Us™ but sappier), but several lines later
something starts to stink -- Hailie’s dead mother
1s in the trunk, and Eminem plans to drop her n
the water.

Eminem refuses to apologize for his Iyr-
1cs, and in fact, seems to revel in offending many
people. In “Public Service Announcement,” an
announcer states that “children should not par-
take m the listening of this album.” (He’s right.
They probably shouldn’t.) Admittedly, Eminem
idolizes Tupac, so he tries to write lyrics as raw
and as brutal as his hero’s.

Unlike Tupac, however -- whose lyrics
you knew were honest and from the heart -- 1t’s
sometimes hard to tell ‘whether Eminem actu-
ally believes what he’s saying. It’s a minor com-
plaint however, since Eminem’s lyrics are --
simply put - hilarious, so hilarous, in fact,
that they even cracked up my friends who “hate
rap.” This humor 1s defimtely one of Eminem”s
strengths, and his tales (if you can stomach them)
actually become kind of amusing.

Of course, there’s the typical MC bragga-

docio (“you ain’t gonna sell two copies if you
press a-double album™) peppered with name-
droppmgs from popular culture. (He mentions
Ron Goldman and ves, Inspector Gadget.)

There’s nothing on The Slim Shady LP quite
as catchy as the ubiquitous “My Name Is” (or
nothing as annoying, whichever your prefer-
ence), but that by no means equals One Hit
Wonder. (He’s way too talented for that.) “Just
Don’t Give A Fuck™ 1s already an underground
hit, and “Guilty Conscience,” “Role Model,”
and “Cum On Everybody™ are high points on
the album. The beats are laid-back, West Coast-
style grooves, sometimes good for dancing and
other times for cruising.

Eminem’s voice 1s cnisp, clean, and dis-
tinctive. His delivery 1s flawless -- another
strength. His sound 1s umgue, unlike many (too
many) of the 90s MCs. He’s not one of the
innumerable Jay-Z clones, he’s not an inter-
changeable No Limit Soldier, and he’s not (thank

* God) a slurred-speech Bad Boy.

Another one of the album’s strengths 1s
the lack of superstar cameos, a once-good idea
that now only serves to dumb-down the prod-
uct (Whose No Limit song 1s it, anyway?). Dr.
Dre only appears on two tracks (he produces

three), and Royce Da 5-9 makes a couple of

appearances. And that’s it. The rest of the al-

. bum 1s Eminem’s bold statement, the statement

of a rapper proving he’s got skills.
- Eminem proves it again and again, and that
is a statement which knows no color.

Gary Hill inspires at conductors symposium

by Sarah Perkins

['m going to admut nght up front. that this
review 1s probably going to be slightly skewed,

~biased. and somewhat partial simply because |
was a participant rather than an objectively
minded audience member. However, this per-
spective allowed me to interact with a man who
15 as passionate as he 1s talented in s work
with muste. On Thursday, March 18 director of
bands at University of Missour-Kansas City
Conservatory, Mr. Gary W. Hill, jomned The
University Wind Symphony as the guest con-
ductor to kick off the. 1999 Conductors Sym-
postum.

Created as part of the Conducting Option
1n the Master of Arts program in 1986, this 1s
the tenth Sympostum and Mr. Hill’s second
time as the guest conductor. In addition to Mr.
Hill's conduction of Holst’s First Suite n E Flat,
six MAFE students shared the baton with
Truman’s director of bands Mr. Dan Peterson,
closing the night with movement four of Philip
Sparke’s Dance Movements. Including the clas-
sic suite by Holst (First Suite n E Flat), cheery
pieces by Grainger (*Mock Morris.” and
"Shepherd’s Hey™), a honey-boy mspired march
that was not going to slow down (“Honey Boys
on Parade). a simplistic yet moving piece by
Copland {“Down a Countrv Lane™), and the
wntnicate and thrilling finale Dance Movements
V. “Molto Ritmico” the concert covered a lot
of time terntory. Thursday’s concert provided
entertainment, practice, and challenge for those
mvolved.

Freshman Clannetist Josh Grimes found

the experience more challenging than other con-

certs.

“There were a lot of conductors... with the
different styles, you had to adjust.”

MAE student conductor Dan Norrs
thought it was a “great experience. I appreciate
all the hard work the band has put in so I could
have that experience.” Grateful for the oppor-
tunity, Dan didn’t have any gushing attachments
to the piece he conducted: “It was what Pete
said to do.”

Accompanied by her high-school aged son
and his frrend, Kansas City resident Gwen
Brown said the concert was “awesome” and
“thought it ended way too soon. I wish it could
have been longer.”

Other audience members shared this sentr-
ment. Prospective student Leah Reschly at-
tended the concert in addition to rehearsing with
Mr. Hill in Wind Symphony Friday morning.
She described him as a “passionate conductor”
who was “really in to what he was doing.”

Mr. Hill joined the band an hour before call
time to rehearse for the performance. After-
wards he expressed his thoughts.

“Thad a great time. The band was wonder-

ful -- well-prepared and very flexible. Flexibil-

ity s always good.”

In addition to the rehearsal- with Wind Sym-
phony on Friday, Mr. Hill also presented a con-
duction lecture and gave private iessons with
MAE Student Conductors. On Saturday, pub-
lic school directors along with MAE students
took turns conducting in 15-minute periods while

Mr. Hill and other Truman music faculty en-
tiqued their performances.

It was really mcredible to watch Mr. Hill
mteract with the conductors. Mr. Hill shared
his advice and expenience with the conductors
who were obviously nervous in front of their
peers or 1n a completely foreign environment
by making them think but still keeping the envi-
ronment comfortable and as easygoing as pos-
sible. He asked them what they felt about the
music and what they heard; not just what they
.saw or expected to hear. He challenged them to
iisten, respond, react, or sometines just step
back and recognize that sometimes the group
keeps an nternal pulse better when simply lis-
tening on its own. He questioned them until the
root of the problem or “cause of the disease”
was traced to a single player or section. He
reminded the conductors that “this 15 your in-
strument now. Show your musicianship.”

‘He explained that 90 percent of communi-
cation 1s expressed non-verbally. He illustrated
this point by pantomiming part of a rehearsal.
His body moved closer and jumped back rela-
tive to what he wanted to happen, and those
requests were doubled through the expressions
on his face.

" The comment I remembered most vividly
was this: “In teaching we are only limited by
our imagination related to our perception of the
problem.” Although I"'m not planning on gomng
into conducting and probably not teaching, Mr.
Hill’s advice and experience transcended the
scope of music.

The Writing Center - Helping You Write Now

Write Bite: “Writers have two main problems. One is writer’s block, when words won’t come at all, and the other's
logorrhea when the words come so fast that they hardly get to the wastebasket in time.” -- Cecilia Bartholomew

Word of the Weel: Restitute, v. 1. To bring back to a former condition; restore. 2. To refund.
Writing Tip #6: Variation is exciting: look for redundant words, sentence beginnings, and sentence structure,

MC 303, 785-4484

Featuring
Hickory
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Bar-B-Que

- Call
660-665-2760
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106 5. Elson
627-0870
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Freethinkers Society and CCC Debate

Part 2 in a four part debate.
Responses to Part 1,
“Does God Exist?”

by Campus Crusade for Christ

The Freethinkers explain that they do not
see a need to offer positive evidence against the
existence of God; rather, they assert that a lack
of evidence for such a fact places the burden of

proot on the theist. Theoretically, we would-

agree. ¥ a person could be found somewhere, at
some time, who completely lacked any evidence
for the reality of God, he would be justified in
disbetieving. However, as soon as such a per-
son encountered anything that could be evidence
for God’s existence, the burden of proof would
shift: he would now need to examine and, if he
were to remain a skeptic, refute the evidence
presented. While it is questionable whether any-
one is or has ever been completely without rea-
son to believe in God, the fact 1s that now that
we have presented some evidence for doing so,
skeptics are responsible for considering it.

Not all evidences are good ones. The Free-
thinkers point out that religious experiences may
be poor demonstrators of theism, since such
experiences are difficult to distinguish from fic-
tionat experiences like dreams. We agree with
this judgment, but we wonder at their state-
ment, “This does not mean that everybody who
has a religious experience must be hallucinat-
ing.” It seems that the Freethinkers have al-
lowed that seme religious experiences are. not
illusions and aze, therefore, valid. We believe
the reason they left open this possibility is. that
it is umeomfortable, even for skeptics, to cellec-
tively dismiss all religious experience. However,
it scems the Freethinkers can be eonsistent only
if they deny alf religious experience, since they
claim there is no geod evidence for the existence
of Ged. If there were areligious experience which
were not illusory, but valid, would this not be
an evidence?

The way the Freethinkers distinguish be-
tween valid experiences and fictional ones, such
as dreams, 1s through the criteria of consistency
and vesifiability: if “the experiences are consis-
tent with the rest of reality and verifiable by
other people,” then they are true. We are cuni-
ous as to why the Freethinkers (or certain Free-

thinkers) have chosen this criterion and not an-
other, such as: “Whatever I experience is true,” |
“Whatever 1s provable through the scientific
method is true,” “Whatever helps me live a suc-
cessful life is true,” or any number of other
possible paths. Why do they choose the method
of distingwishing truth from error that they do?
If your significant other expressed his or her
love for you, 1t would be impossible to be sure
of his or her affection using the Freethinkers®
criteria. In this example, we are dependent on
the person revealing him- or herself in order to
know reality. We say this to point out that it is
possible to presuppose reality in‘a way which
allows you to dismiss evidence that is actually
quite valid. As the Freethinkers are an intellec-
tually honest bunch who really want to dis-
cover truth, we are confident they would never ’
deliberately employ such tactics.

The Frecthinkers also pomnt to what they
see as ““a consistent progression away from di-
vine explanations for natural events. It seems
likely that science will continue to explain things
as it has over the centuries,” and, presumably,
eliminate the need for any appeal to divine in-
tervention. This is a remarkably optimustic (per-
haps pessimistic?) appraisal of the history of
scientific discovery. On the contrary, the move
in seience is from the simple to the complex. It
seems that every new discovery in the natural
sciences multiplies exponentially what we real-
ize we do not yet know. For example, cutting-
edge theories in physics require dimensions be-
yond time and space (super-stnng theory re-
quires twenty-two). We are not postulating that
God inhabits these dimensions, but we cannot
help but notice that science has defined realitics
that, by definition, will never be measurable by
human senses or scientific instruments. It seems
irrational to dismiss God on the basis that He is
not empirically detectable when science itself
demands realities that would have to be rejected
on the same basis.

While it 1s debatable whether the burden
of proof is really the theist’s to bear, we feel
that even if it is, history, science, reason and
experience provide shoulder enough to bear it.
There 15 good evidence for the existence of God,
and we fee! that the truly open-minded will
conclude that the theistic position is the only
valid option.

by the Freethinkers Society

Tn the last issue, the CCC brought up the prob-
lem of personality: how do we explain the existence
of free will, emotions and morality? This is certainly
a natural question to pose, and we have pondered
the same issue. They contend that the ability of
Christianity to account for personality is one of its
strengths and that the lack of this ability in non-
thesstic perspectives is a weakness.

However, we find the CCCs account of per-
sonality unconvincing because it does not explam
anythng. It states that “God made personality,” but
is silent on how God made itor how it works. There-
fore, we thmk it is unreasonable to submit as evi-
dence of His existence.

If we observe a phenomenon and wonder about
its origins, it is possible to account for it m a (pract-
cally) infinite number of ways. For mstance, if you
had no knowledge about the world and you ob-
served snow, you could theorize that it’s snowing
because: birds are flying south for the winter, be-
cause the god of snow decreed it, because water
vapor 15 condensing in the atmosphere, or any num-
ber of other explanations. But if you were to stop
there and choose one explanation at random, then
that explanation would be arbitrary and unconvine-
ng.

Tf, however, you had supporting evidence (i
the snow god revealed himself to you) or had empin-
cally observed a mechanism by which one of these
explanations operates (ie. dew, when chilled, turns

" to frost), then that explanation would be preferable

to the others. But if CCC has any such supportmg
evidence, they didn’t mention 1t in their last install-
ment. In short, we agree that God might account for
personality, but it is only one of an infinite number
of possible accounts unless supporting evidence i

"presented.

For the record, we want to point out that other
explanations for personality have been proposed.
For instance, some scientists speculate that person-
ality (and consciousness m general) might anse from
the way that neurons are connected in the bram. We
don’t have space to include a discussion of this idea
(interested readers can consult. Hofitadter’s Godel,
Escher. Bach), but it’s at least a possible account. In
fact, such an assertion 1s consistent with many re-
cent discoveries in neuroscience that find that imper-
sonal newrotransmitters directly mtluence personal-
1ty.

We don’t advocate this as the gospel (so to

speak) truth: it’s never been proved, and the expla-
nation behind it 1sn’t complete. But we think 1t’s at
least as plausible an explanation (we think more
plausible) than simply: “God made it”

Furthermore, we think there’s a weakness in
the theistic account for personality: if God is the
fountainhead of personality, where did His person-
ality come from? The CCC implicitly asserts that all
personality has a source. But why should this law
apply to everything except God? In this light, a
materialistic account for personality is actually stron-
ger than the theistic account because it doesn’t fall
into the same trap.

The CCC identifies three possible positions
that a non-theist could take on the 1ssue of personal-
ity: 1) that impersonal matter can give risc 10 person-
ality because personal reality is already present n
inatter (an evasive response), 2) personality is just
an illusion (a countenntuitive response); or 3) that’s
just the way it is and there’s no need to ask why (an
apathetic response). But we hope they realize that
there are more reasonable stances to take. Namely,
our position is: “We’re not sure where personality
comes from, but it’s a fascinating question.”

"At thus pomt. one might object: “Since you
don’tknow where personality comes from. and Chns-
tianity offers an explanation, why don’t you accept
1?7 To see why this is a bad idea, consider this
analogy:

Imagine you're working on a difficult math
problem. Noticing your struggle, [ offer to help and
tell you that the answer 1s three. Cunous. you ask
me why the answer is threc or how I came to that
conclusion, but [ can’t reply except to say, “Well, the
answer could be three, and you admit that you don’t
know yoursélf.” Obviously, it would be a bad idea to
take my advice.

Our point 1s simply this: sometimes 1t’s best
to admat you don’t know. The fact that a possible
answer exists does not mean that it is correct. Of
course. your mind should be open to all possible
ideas: after all, it might tum out that the answer really
1s three. You shouid not reject any answer out of
hand. but you shouldn’t be satisfied with it until you
ask me to “show my work.™

We don’t think the CCC has shown their work.
and we aren’t aware of any theory within Christian
doctrine which does. This does not mean that God
defintely did not create personality, but that there’s
no reason to prefer such an account over any other.

RIGHTS, from page 4

sexuality, I have to wonder - would Jesus have
done that? Do the Christian leaders even think
about that? Do they think that Jesus would
have shunned someone and refused to help that
persom just because they were attracted to mem-
bers of the same sex? My guess is that Jesus
would not have done that.

Our country 1s founded on democracy and-
freedom - why can’t we follow those ideals?
Honmosexuals are human beings just like every-
one else. but are regarded as animals. The Chnis-
tian right has already bramwashed millions of
people nto believing that homosexuality is a
filthy sin. It meeds to be stopped.

Cameson claims that homeosexuality is only
about getting a satisfying orgasm. Wrong. I used
to have twe lesbians as neighboss — their rela-
tionship was just hike one between a male and a
female. They wese fond of each other, got along
well, and made cach other happy. Isn’t that one
of the goals in life, 10 be happy? Who cares
whom it is with? Homesexuals are not m it just
for the sexual acts - they can love each other,
too. Their relationships are based on emotion
and feeling just like heterosexual relationships.

Cameron goes on to say that marttal sex is
boring and so people become homosexual for
more exciting sex. What that says to me 1s that
Cameron doesn’t have much physical contact
with his wife, and their sex life 1s nil. How can
heterosexual sex be boring? How could anyone
claim that?

Homosexuals are not the undermining in-
fluence in our society -- America will not col-
lapse with increased acceptance of them. The
negative influence here is the Christian right.
Our schools teach Abraham Lincoln and the
Bill of Rights to children, and students leamn
that everyone is equal and nobody should be
discriminated agaimnst. Then, along comes the
Christian nght, telling everyone that these
people and those people are mnferior and should
be denied jobs and federal housing benefits. What
kind of message is that? Do we want an America
whose future 15 bigotry and hatred and intoler-
ance? Or do we want a country in which
everyone’s voice is heard and people live m
peace and harmony? In order for this happen,
these so-called followers of God need to come
down off their high horse and recognize that
everyone s equal and deserves equal rights.

PASSWORDS, from page 4
word, the one that I knew and loved. Take that,
computer!

Of course, the computer wasn’t fazed. It
wasn’t about to let me use my beloved pass-
word. Now. the rule was that 1 couldn’t use.any
of my previous 13 passwords.

THIRTEEN? Come on! T don’t have thr-
teen passwords at my disposal! [ don’t even
know thirteen words that are over six letters
long.

But there was once again no compromise
from that %$#@ computer. So I concocted pass-
word number four. I’ll even tell you what it was
(don’t worry, it has since been changed). It was
%8$#(@ passwords. I went home madder than
ever. :
Which brings ‘us to last week. I had to
change the password again. So I did it quietly
and without any fuss. I gave up. The computer
had won. I went home a defeated, broken shell
of a man:

That wasn’t the final insult, though. The
final insult came three days later when I'went to
the lab and discovered that I had no°earthly idea
what my new new new new password was. ]

went home in tears and killed my roommate. er,
cat n frustration.

This whole password business. in a word,
sucks. It’s inconvement, confusing, and (watch
out, I'm pulling out the big guns!) stupid.

Let’s get some perspective here, folks. This
is Truman State University. It 1sn’t the Penta-
gon. It’s a state school for undergraduates. And
after going here for three years, I can say this
next part with complete and utmost confidence.
NOTHING 1S HAPPENING AT THIS
SCHOOL THAT IS IMPORTANT ENOUGH,
EDUCATIONAL ENOUGH, DANGEROUS
ENOUGH. OR SECRETIVE ENOUGH TO
JUSTIFY THIS LEVEL OF COMPUTER SE-
CURITY OF MILITARY PROPORTIONS.
Appropriate security for this campus would be
hiring a blind guy to sit by the entrance to the
computer lab and ask people if they intend to
log on to anyone else’s account.

Computer people, please lose the secu-
rity. I can’t promise that ’ll keep weapons out
of the computer lab much longer. If I can’t rea-
son with the computers, I'll use force in order
to use the campus computer system. After all.
1 have big, secret things to do.
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Aries (March 21 - April 19): Getting
your point across seems awful difficuit lately.
Maybe you need to take a class in assertiveness
training. Maybe you need to get a new look.
Or maybe you need an attitude adjustment.
Smarty pants.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20): Follow
your dreams this week, Taurus. Now is a good
time to explore those underdeveloped talents.

International terrorism is not out of your

| teague. Just gather your confidence and some
explosives and show ‘em who’s boss.
. - Gemini (May 21 - June 20): Spnng-
time is here! Take off all those layers, but be
careful, there are hazards involved. Although
shedding those threads may be tempting, ap-
plying sunscreen to those delicate areas should
take care of the danger.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22): So you
haven’t caught any of that sweet spring sun-
shine yet huh, Cancer? You may have to give
up your part-ime job as a porn star. Either
| that or hand out sungiasses and blindfolds asa

Quees Astral

kind gesture.

Leo (July 23 - August 22): Buddah says:
Weigh the true advantages of forgiveness and
resentment to the heart, then choose. Queen
Astra says: Revenge is more fun..

Virgo (August 23 - September 22): In
theory., shaving your back is a good idea. It could
give you the self-esteem boost you need right
now. However, finding a friend to help you get
the hard to reach spots may be difficult. Not to
mention razor burn. Consult a Gemini,

Libra (September 23 - October 22): All
this emotional drama is dragging you down. Your
best bet would be to just lay it all out on the
tabie, uniess. that’s your problem. In that case,
get up, get dressed and fer God’s sake apolo-
gize.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21):
Nevermind the saying, “When you eat, just eat.
When you walk, just walk...” Puff, puff, give
damn it.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December

21): Take tnto account that it’s horior, not hap--

piness, Sagittarius. Be proud you eat an un-

usual amount of soy products. Be humbled.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19):

Feeling like a social outcast? Ever thought about

EARD’S

GALLERY

83rd ,.
Anniversary Sale
Great Buys!

Starts April 1, 1999

starting a band? Tum your flippant personal-
ity into something constructive - like music.
Make a flannel shirt, hum and sacrifice to en-
sure Success.

Aquarius (January 20 - February 18):

The cosmos are moving in your direction, 120 E. Washi on

Aquarius, and you know what that means. Or 665-4531

maybe you don’t, and that’s why your read- . »
Y vy one block cast of Pagliai’s

ing this. All I can tell you is stop procrastinat-
ing

Pisces (February 19 - March 20): Love
is all around you, Pisces. It’s too bad you
won’t be getting any. Sabotage someone else’s
relationship. That should make you feel bet-
ter. -

Feelin’ blue? Springtime gotcha down?
Hey, perk up lads and lassies! There's no ex-
cuse for that crappy attitude when Queen Astra
is around to help you withyour problems. Drop
her a note courtesy the Monitor mailbox, lo-
cated in the CAOC, SUB basement.

Or spill your guts via e-mail at
monitortrm@hotmail.com. We just can't leave
you in a state of turmoil, can we? (Oh. Well
technically, I guess we can.)

KABOOM:!

Stay tuned.

GUNS, from page 5

account for 12% of all 17.000 in Missouri.

Shockmg and perhaps scandalous, but
not especially surprising during a potlifi-
cal campaign. While such behavior 1s far
from laudable. it neither validates nor in-
validates the arguments outlined above.
Basically, it’s 1rrelevant.

I would hope that as college students
we are ‘intelligent enough to make dect-
sions based on our own thinking rather
than on billboards and hokey, emotion-
driven television commercials. | would also
hope that we have enough integrty to make
the decisions we think are correct regard-
less of what authorities or other people
think. As far as police officers go, it 1s

interesting to note that many such civic
leaders 1n other states that opposed right-
to-carry laws changed their minds after
such measures passed and proved to lower
crime. But more impottantly, it doesn’t
really matter what other people believe or
say. What matters is what is real, what
can be reasoned out to be honest and truth-
ful. What matters 1s one’s own ability to
think and decide for oneself.

I would refer readers to both
www.moccw.org to explore more evidence
in favor of Proposition B as well as to
www.kestar.com (type in “Proposition B”
n the search line) for opinions against it
if they want to do further fhinking on this
issue.

The Musician’s
Choice!

*Repair*

*16 track Digital Recording Studio*
*Fender, Peavey*
*Gibson, Crate*

*Alvarez, Roiand*

*Pearl, Zildjian®

We’re moving
to
218 N. Franklin Street
Next to Minn’s Cuisine
665-9090

The Task Force on Diversity,
which has been charged with
identifying critical issues of
diversity on the Truman campus,
will be holding a public forum to
discuss diversity issues with the
university community.

The forum will be held
Tuesday, March 30,1999
from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.in the
Confrence Room of the SUB.

~ Allinterested parties are urged
to attend and share their ideas
and experiences.
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Arton a Page: -

Current exhibition in Truman Gallery's:
very special 11th Annual Art Competition.

"Witness"

"Andriah

"Latecomer”

"Waiting for Godot #1"
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The perfection of mankind rests not in the hands of the one, but in the hearts of the many -
Al our transgressions are erased with the dawning of each new day

The star of hope and life dries our fettered wings,

While the star of remembrance and grievance sees us carried in the hands of icarus

No rnan shall lay knocking the door of his prison
While little girls scamper to hide from fear and damnation’s released

Kindness, an equals embrace

The truths of th= kingdom of man are embraced only in the minds of those freed from caged thought
Only thought can claim no prejudice ;
A glimmer in the eye knows more words than beast :

-Jennifer Griggs
a cloudy day in space
i peer ingide the death
Stunmed!! . kaleidoscope
while i oscillate
On hearing of a supposed “conventional” in the dust and the stars
friend’s divorce

the breaking of waves
i have swum too deep too far
no longer can you drown me
for i’ve already drowned myself

In the way mums are so very
wont to do, “me ma”
blew “ma mind” the uncalm

ojhe{‘day with unfixable infatuations

piping down my “reserved” my superfluity is superhuman

dad’s whisper she seized veritably

the phone i am the android

Did I know “L” had “fall” rusted from within-
divorced and chucked (£30,000 annual) my parts are broken down and forgotten
her job?

i am static yet

No I“did not,” but post . o , R
‘ . . my disfigured configuration
was on the way with sad, glowing floats ‘in space
letter frgm “L” to say, sef-amaze, i will loiter
itweren’t, “naye.” until it is over.
Stunned I put down sunderingly
the phone, told my wife, life is “alive,” --Travis Breown
and pondered wonderful
“L’s” future. As her “ex” left
has 2 children, now, and
her new beau the other side
of Angleland has 3 more acdll to surrenvenr
for her to, as well, just as
nurture f gaze into his face of agony;
Who said life post-40 isee the hORROR N his BLooDshot eyes.
ain’t so courageous! BLOO©® aN© sweat ORIp Frombis conuulsingBoOy
Not to say, beauteous? as 1 mock ano spit In despise.
~Larry Tles But | cannot escape his eerie calling,
that his CrROWN OfF thorNS IS AVICTOR’S CROLIN,
anoif iam to share his glory,
{ toOo Mxust Be naile © town.
—kernnyBoyce
The poet

Locks himself in a melancholy cage

Drinking bitter cups of mourning tainted in sweet after-taste
He delights in the lamentations of the heart

His pen free flowing within quivering hands

A master over dramatization

Spry wit to cloud an emptiness, reverberating silence

Like a tomb, when he dares to close his eyes.

He is a tragedian lost mside a role MY Back Pages still needs
Victim to the pain decorated upon his expression y‘)ur poetry. Keep on

The pain as makeup for the last act

His life to embrace the precious honey thoughts dropping those poems in the
Blanket-warm to mask the malevolent whispers AMonitor mailbox, CAOC.

Al meanings been dissolved.”
Perhaps the poet’s inspiration is less than genuine
But truth, they say, 1s naught if not our favorite lie.

-1tD

® S
Shower Him Off

Let light rise over winter rain clouds
And. dry the earth
Beginning spring anew

Have you used these cold slices
To pass her as a star

Flowing through the barren sky
Not yet there for all

Time from season blossom
And month after year

She was like warm ice

With a slow ebb

Equinox

i run about

Loveless this minute

And ask why it turns

Darker like short summer night
He goes out here

--The Trio LTD

What is woman?

i am the moon and stars and sun.
I am your heart’s fire and
Your lover’s last cold breath.
Noman wants me;
Allmen hunger for me.
What is woman?

A grand slide into a voidless pit,
An escape when the giant wakes,

A warmth where there never was one before.
Noman captures me into suspended animation;
Allmen free me into fields of black soil.
What is woman?
1-am a cascading shower of flames.
| am no owned object to be bought and sold, or
Your husband’s secret hideaway.
Noman tortures me;

Alimen caress me.

What is woman?

A spiral downward leading upward,

A last hope clause for the forsaken,

A flesh and blood- beating heart to penetrate the still
nights.

Noman masters me:

Allmen cherish me.

-Stephanie Dolbeare-



by Philip Meatlick

A loud “KABOOOM!!!” could be heard
i surrounding Adair County yesterday when a
300 megaton nuclear bomb was set offin down-
town Kirksville, destroying
nearly everything in the sur-
rounding area. There were
no survivors. Everybody
died.

However, witnesses
in the Adair County region
described the explosion as
a white flash that blinded
their eyes and burned their
skin.

Frank Warren, a
farmer in the region, said
“Well, I was just gettin’
ready to dnve into town to
go to the Wal-Marts, when
I saw tius big flash of red
light and heard a thunder-
clap like you wouldn’t be-
fieve. Man, it was so hot
-my overalls caught on fire,
I proceeded to “stop, drop,
and roll” to put the flames
out. I was so pissed; those
were my best pair! But 1
wasn’t half as pissed as
when I got to town and saw
Wal-Marts in a smoldering
rum! Gawd-dammt!”

Firefighters  from
neighboring towns arrived
within an hour after the
blast to put out flames and
search for survivors.

“When we got mnto
town, everything had been-
biasted. Fire everywhere!
Man, was it beautiful.” ex-
ciaimed one firefighter. “Unfortunately, we
couldn’t save anyone because the few survi-
vors were melting and getting their burning flesh
all over my new car. I couldn’t have that!”

Like Wal-Mart, nearly every other build-
ing in the Kirksville city limits was destroyed
and burnt to the ground, including the college
campus. “Like we’re gonna be missin’ those
damn punk kids!” one area Menonite exclaimed.

he Bo

The only building still fully intact is the local
McDonalds, because nothing on this planet
could knock over great value and the home of
America’s Favorite Fries.

Though the perpetrator of such a vile crime
has not yet been caught, Adair County Police
and Interpol have their suspects. Top on the
list is one Bobby A. Skurm, ring leader of a
notorious international terrorist organization
known as “F1R.C H.” Skurm was seen yester-
day morning enjoying a tasty beverage at North-
east Cafe on the Square.

A visitor from Macon recalls his visit:

A Campus Destructive

KSVILLE BLOWS UP!
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“Well, he seemed kinda wierd, with that third
arm-and all, but I guess he was nice, except
when he announced to the restaurant that he
was ‘gonna blow this place to fuckin® Hell. 1

think everybody got a good kick out of it. He
was a hoot!”

The government has also brought in spe-
cial help for this case.

“We’re employing a special team of mili-
tary specialists known a ‘GJ.JOE.” They’ve
handled these kinds of things before,” said FBI
Special Agent Hooka.

“They’ve defeated Cobra Commander,

Destro...hell, they even fought the Decepticons

in the comic book.” Snake-eyes and Lady Jay

were rumored to be leading the search for Skurm.

Also, the nation of Bangladesh has offered an
army of 100 war elephants
to help in the search.

Though still only a
suspect, Skurm last month
issucd an ultimatum to the
town of Kirksville in sky-
writing which authorities

“are now studving, perhaps
linkimng Skurm to the explo-
sion. The ultimatum read
i the skv: “Give me a hot
meal al a {air price or the
town will blow up!”

Agent [Tooka said, “Tt
was just too bad that
Skurm didn’t know about
Pasta and More, where he
could have gotten bread,
salad, and spaghetti for
only 4.95. Such a tragedy
it had to come to this!”
Skurm, not only known for
tus crmnal mischief, was
also known for his saavy
bargain-hunting skills.

Reacting quickly to
the area’s tragedy, Presi-
dent Clinton declared
Kirksville a national disas-
for arca.

“Because 1 feel your
pain and struggle, T will be
allocating federal funds to
offset the damages caused
by this
flood...er.. umicane...no...nuclear
bomb. 1 will also be stop-
ping by the Kirksville

McDonalds for a delicious Filet-O-Fish.” News
of federal aid was met with a cold silence as the
populace of Kirksville, college students and all,
lie rotting in the streets.

A benefit concert featuring Brittney Spears

and Marilyn Manson will air on January 10

after another heart-warming episode of Seventh

Heaven on the WB.

Hey hey, Fallout Boy!

This is an April Fools edition of The Monitor.
So come out of your bomb shelter and read up!
The contents of this issue are purely fictional and
not to be believed except by the stupidest
of the stupid. Please do not inflict any
pain or humiliation upon any individual
member of our staff because you are disgusted
with any particular topic that lies within.

Oh yeah...don’t sue us either.
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US/Lilliput relations breakdown  GDI unable to

--Lilliput (AP Services)

After months of rising tension between
the United States and Lilliput, violence erupted
at the American Embassy n Lilliput on Mon-
day. A small group (no pun intended) of radical
activists stormed the building, armed with lima
beans filled with tear gas and those little plastic
novelty swords found in fancy drinks. Accord-
ing to intelligence sources, the activists, who

are calling themselves LIL (Lilliputians Inter-

ested in Liberty) originally planned their attack
on the embassy last week, but it took them a
few days to make it up the human-size stairs.
At present, all but four of the building’s occu-
pants have made it to safety, having €luded the
wily activists through sheer luck, or else by
merely stepping over them as they calmly left.
Among the remaining hostages 1s ambassador
John Swift, whom the LIL hold responsible for
recommending the trade sanctions Congress re-
cently imposed on Lilliputian 1mports in the
United States. The ambassador was allowed to
make the following statement to'the press re-
garding his condition: “The little bastards keep
pokin® me with toothpicks!”

Last November, U.S.-Lilliput relations
began to crumble after Congress- passed a bill
which imposed a 100% tariff on Lilliputian
goods which entered the country, specifically
eraser heads and Tic-Tacs. Numerous politi-
cians in Washington expressed support for the
bill, citing the fact that American machines can
produce millions of each item per day, whereas

Lilliputian workers manufacture each by hand,

sometimes taking hours to complete a single
eraser head.

“Sure the little guys make some quality
products,” conceded one senator. “But who re-
ally gives a fuck where Tic-Tacs come from?”

B CHRONALLES L0

The history between the U.S. and the na-
tion of 6-inch tall citizens has not been without
turmoil. In 1989, scandal rocked the White
House during the first meeting between the
Lilliputian ambassador and the Bush adminis-
tration. . The visiting diplomat was eaten by the
president’s dog Millie, who had “mistaken the
ambassador for a chew toy” according to a state-
ment from the press secretary. As a. goodwill
gesture from an apologetic President Bush, the
funeral was paid for out of his own pocket — the
ambassador was buried in an old Pro Wings
shoebox in the Rose Garden.

An embarrassing international incident oc-
curred in 1992, when an American businessman
was held by Lilliput authorities in connection
with the death of an exotic dancer. The woman
had apparently been giving the man a lap dance,
and when the tiny dancer asked him to “hold
me closer,” the American shifted his leg, and

.crushed the woman to death with his thigh.

Murder charges were later dropped. after the
death was ruled accidental by a Lilliputian jury;
however, the family of the dancer received a
cash settlement in a wrongful death suit in small
claims couit. >

And in 1996, the world held its breath as
the Two Minute War between the countries
began. Lilliputian warships positioned them-
selves off the coast of Florida in response to a
refusal by the U.S. government to turn over an
alleged terrorist — an eight-year-old American
tourist boy who lit a cherry bomb under the
Lilliput Senate building. The war ended when a
drunken sailor leapt from a U.S. Navy warship
and yelled “CANNONBALL!” as he hit the
water. The resulting wave wiped out the entire

See LILLIPUT, page 6
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by John Entwistle

According to freshman partygoer Hank
Morrison, last Friday night’s Pi Phi Pi
Everyone’s Invited, All Night Dance Party
“sucked ass.”

“A Pi Phi friend of mine told me I could
come, if ] wasn’t doing anything else that mght,”
said Morrnison, 19 and a GDL “Since I live n
Kirksville and there really isn’t anything for a
college student looking for kicks to do in a 100-
mile radius that doesn’t involve Pancake Shitty
or cow-tipping, 1 told him I"d go to his so-called
‘All Night Dance Party.” Now, I regret ever
making that choice. I mean, I’ve toured around
the world from London to the Bay, and this was
the absolute worst party I’ve ever attended.
They wouldn’t let me bust a move.”

Despite what the Pi Phis proclaimed on
their posters, according to Morrison, the party
was neither “all mght” or a “dance party.”

“My favorite Right Said Fred song came
on, so I looked at my friend and said, Yo, VIP,
fet’s kick it,” Morrison said. “My friend just
looked at me as if I was crazy. Then I told him
to look out because ‘O-oh, o-oh, o-oh, o-oh, o-
oh, o-oh here comes the Hammer® and 1 started
Jjust busting a move. He didn’t even budge when
1 said “Let’s get this party started right, let’s get
this party started quickly, right?” I wondered
what the hell was wrong with him and why the
hell he didn’t want to pump up the jam, pump
it up, while his feet were jumping. When I looked
around, nobody else was pumping up the jam
either. 1 asked my friend why and he told me to
“shut the fuck up and have a beer.” But I didn’t
want a beer. I wanted to shake my booty!”

Morrison said that he then began to “get

~out-of his seat and jump around, jump around,

jump up, jump up, and get down” before some-
body, most likely a frat member, stopped the
music. :

Thinking the music would continue in a
second, Morrison continued “shaking his rump

like a rump-shaker” before getting pummeled

beyond all recognition by plastic cups of “Naity
Lite.” '

Then, the frat boys kindly asked Mornson
to leave.

“Well, ] wouldn’t really say ‘kindly,”” said
Morrison, with backwards “BVD's pressed into
his forehead. “I would probably say more that
they picked me up by the elastic strap of my
underpants and threw my happy ass m the mud
outside the frat house, laughing all the while and
ontinuing to drench me in that hosrible, cheap
beer while kicking me in the nuts, the one guy
holding the elastic strap of my underpants never
letting go. I guess I would say that that’s how
they threw me out.”

Morrison said that his first frat party ever
disappointed him. He equated the party to giv-
ing some “funky cold medina” to your dog and
seeing him “do the wild thing on (your) leg.”

<] was never cut out to be a frat boy, I
guess. ] mean, when I go to a party, I just want
to go buck-wild on the dance floor to all the hot,
1987-1993 dance hits by recording superstars
ranging from Marky Mark and the Funky Bunch

‘bust a move”

to Color Me Badd, available at one party for
the very first time,” Morrison said. “I always
think: I must act now. A party like that is a
limited offer, available for a short, short time
and not available i stores.”

“And there’s nothing else to do in
Kirksville,” Morrison added.

Although Morrson has never found the
party of his dreams, he has twice been billed the
low, low price of $17.98 plus shipping and han-
dling for goods he did not receive. He also has
the option of purchasing additional parties n
the series, like The Ultimate Disco Inferno Party,
featuring “YMCA,” “Jungle Boogie,” and “Stay-
ing Alive,” and The Golden Collection of Honky-
Tonk Greats Party, featuring nothing but Hank
Williams Jr.

Being the death of the party is nothing
new for Morrison. His friends say he’s an “ass
monkey” who “needs to get laid to loosen up a
bit.” His friends all agree that his taste in music
sucks.

‘Morrison’s Pi Phi friend, the one who -
vited Morrison to the party, called Morrison a
“dork who really needs to stop thinking that

' frat parties are somehow peddled on late night

Vv

“What a doofball,” said Walter Joplin, Pi
Phi Pi President, about Morrison. “Why the .
hell would we sell a party on TV, much less a
party which features such shitty late 80s, early
‘90s pop music? Besides, his moves were
wiggety-wack. He really deserved his monster
wedgie. He wanted to ‘bust a move,” huh? We
should have busted his kneecaps.”

Joplin added: “(Morrison) sucks major
ass.”

Morrison is weighing his legal options,
debating between pressing assault charges
against the Pi Phi who gave him the monster
wedgie and suing the fraternity for false adver-
tising. Or, if unsatisfied with any aspect of the
product, he can simply return the party within
14 days with no further obligation.

«All T know is that those assholes did not
let me dance all night despite what their posters
proclaimed,” Mornson said, “and therefore, I
did not get my money’s worth. I am not m any
way satisfied. I think the whole thing’s a trav-
esty, since I wasn’t endangering anything at the
party but my own already dorkish reputation.
All I really wanted to do all night was zooma
zoom zoom zoom and a boom boom, just shake
the rump. I guess.some frat boys just don’t take
kindly to GDIs who wanna shoop, shoopa
doop, shoopa doopa doopa doop at their par-
ties. T would have made that party too legit, but
those assholes made the party quit. Get 1t? Too
legit to quit?”

Mornson then made some frantic hand
gestures.

“Damn,” Morrison said. “I never could
get that right.”

Morrison will not totally forsake future
frat parties, however.

“What I really want is a lap dance,”
Morisson ‘said. “Or a goat. Some things in life

P
Remembet...

Nothing is real.

we made all of this up. )

And nothing to get hung about.

are priceless.”
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Monitor mom gives her opinions on today’s music

by Dave Heaton and Judy Heaton
Ever since last year’s Momitor exclusive,

my mom has been dying to make another con-
tribution to The Monitor: So we chose this spe-
cial issue to give my mom the chance to be
music critic again. Here she again takes the “phat
tracks” and gives her motherly opinions and
ratings (on a scale of 1-10, 10 being the best).
Desmond Dekker: “007(Shanty Town)”
rating:6

Judy: 7, 1s that what what they’re saying?
Dave: 007.

Oh, like in that movie. The beat does remind
me of 1960°s movies. Are they speaking
English?
Yes.

Oh, it’s hard to understand. What are they
saying?

Something about rude boys.

Rude boys have beads? “Shanty tone™: that’s
not English.

Shanty Town.

Oh, they must be from another country. This
has that calypso beat. Do you know how to
do the calypso? (gets up and starts dancing,
apparantly doing “the calypso.”)

Southern Culture on the Skids: “Camel
Walk” rating: 5

(With a confused face), 1s this a take off on
that other walk like a camel song?

You mean, “Walk Like an Egyptian”?

Oh yeah, that one..I can picture some kind of
guy strolling around on stage, singing and
walking in a weird way. It has a good beat, but
it’s the same thing over and over. I think
they’re trying to copy that other song.
Poison: “I Wanna Rock and Roll Al Nite”
rating: 5

Right there, I just pictured the band going
“Whoa!” with their guitars and jumping in the
air...This 1s too fast for me to dance to. If you
rocked and rolled all night to that beat, you’d.
be exhausted. But I could see something like
this coming on at a wedding reception and

people getting excited and dancing. This
would be played really loud if you had to hear
it in person.

It’s orginally by Kiss.

Oh, I don’t like how they look, with their
faces all decorated up.

Goo Goo Dolls: “Iris”

rating: 5 (“everything is just average
today”™) ‘

(Swaying back and forth), He sounds
depressed...Oh, he does. It think it’d make
you sad if you listened to it over and over.
(Repeating the lyrics.) Did he just lose his
girlfriend or something?- -

He's an angel, I think. It's from that City of
Angels movie.

I would think an angel would sound a little
nicer, a little more happy...So, he’s having a
turmoil with the devil?...The music’s all right.
Now’s it fading out; he has to make some kind
of decision. Since you said he’s an angel,
wonder what he’s doing as he’s singing,
floating around in the air?...He sounds
troubled.

Built to Spill: “Big Dipper”

rating: 4

He sounds off key, doesn’t he? But you can
understand the Iyrics this time. He’s looking
at the constellations of the stars...Ah, the
stars are talking to him.

Yep.

“Chemicals”? Ooh no! He’s on drugs, and it’s
making the constellations look strange and
they’re talking to him. I don’t like this
anymore, Those earlier ones are starting to
sound better, that calypso one...This part
right here is supposed to sound psychedelic,

like Woo woooo. I'd want to know more
background about this; it doesn’t make sense
to me. Dave, you’ve got some weird music,
huh?

DJ Jazzy Jeff and Fresh Prince: “Parents
Just Don’t Understand”

rating: §

This 1s a rap. I don’t like rap because I have
no idea what they’re saying. (listening to
lyrics) That sounds like going shopping with
Dan (Dave’s brother)! That sounds like
something T would say! For rap this isn’t bad,
but I think he’s exaggerating the kind of
clothes his mother bought him...I bet later in
the song he’s going to go to school and
everyone will have on the same clothes as
him! This is making fun of moms, saying
moms have no taste in clothes... He sounds
like a rebellious youth. This 1sn’t that
annoying, but I don’t like that he puts down
his parents.

Radiohead: “Karma Police”

rating: 2 (words), 6 (music)

I like this music part here...Do you only listen
to depressing songs?

Why? '

He just sounds sad...doesn’t he? He sounds

like “Oh, woe is me!™.. (listeming to lyrics), If -

he’s a fighter, he sure is fighting in slow
motion. Is he supposed to sound sad and
depressed? Caramel police!

No, Karma Police.

So, he’s supposed to be a police man. If he s,
he’s not going to catch many crooks. If he’s
strolling over to them going “This 1s
what...you’ll...get”, he’s lucky if he catches an
old wino. What’s karma?

(Dave briefly explains the concept of karma).
Oh, like “what goes around comes around” or
“you’ll get yours” or “if you do something
bad 1t’ll come back to you.”...This is another
psychedelic one; he must be another druggie.
(song nears the end) Oh, now we’re getting a
bad connection.

Mountain Goats: “The Recognition Song”
rating: 5 (music), 3 (“on singing quality”)
These are hearing tests, to understand what
they’re saying...It sounds like he’s singing like
this.(holds nose...) So, he’s stealing candy?
These songs have a thing about doing things
your mother wouldn’t want you to. He got

NOTLG sets up Christian state in Kirk

by Spiney Winkerbean

CCF declared Kirk Building the first Prot-
estant Vatican Thursday in a move to separate
themselves from state influence.

“This might come as a shock to some
people, to have an independent Christian State
on campus,” said a spokesman for the newly
declared “Nation of the One True and Loving
God,” “But we want everyone to know that
they are welcome in our sovereign nation and
can find true Christian love there. Anyone can
find love there as long as they follow a few
simple rules.”

“To maintain a truly Utopian Christian
nation, there are rules that have to be adhered
to,” said the newly appointed Minister of Chris-
tiani love. These rules include strict restrictions
against Gambling, Smoking, Loud Music, Pants
For Women, Haircuts, or “Frolicking”, among 2
long list of others. The Minister has only just
begun to enforce these rules among the popula-
tion of NOTLG and expects compliance by the
end of the week.

Life inside the smali fledgling nation-state
is Hard, especially since the nation is always at
odds with the professors and other campus
workers who share Kirk Building with it.

“For the most part, they don’t bother me
and I don’t bother them,” one istory professor

said. “The early morning songs of praise and
group prayer sessions get noisy, and having to
go through their checkpoints and showing my
papers just to use the bathroom gets old some-
times.”

“I understand that they saw this as the
simplest way to frec themsclves of criticism for
receiving state funds to run their ‘Church,’” but
the fact that they have plans of expanding their
nation keeps me awake at night,” said a secre-
tary in the Residential Living office.

In the first few days of their sovereign
status being proclaimed, they took over all the
stairwells of the building and the bathrooms.
Only the ground floor is still controlled by the
United States. Secretary of State, Madeline
Albright, plins to set up an embassy to the
NOTLG within the next few months.

“God loves us and we know our cause 1s
true,” said one new citizen of NOTLG.

“All the heathen nations will fall on the
Day of Judgment, and the Nation of the One
True and Loving God will survive and usher in
our Savior’s 1,000 years of Peace and Light,” a
‘newly converted citizen said.

The NOTLG has the support of many

;" conservative Christian leaders, including Pat

Robertson and Jerry Fallwell. “This new na-
tion should be praised for its conviction and

love for Jesus Chnist,” said the Reverend
Fallwell, “and it is one of the few places on
Earth free from the perverting influence of Purple
Teletubbies, the true agents of Satan.”

Campus planners and the school’s admin-
istration could not be reached for comment on
this new development. It is rumored that they
actually approved the creation of the new state
in return for eternal life in Heaven.

“The CCF and TSU adminustrators were
known to have met a few weeks ago to discuss
the status of their FAC funding,” said a member
of the Freethinkers Society who tracks CCF
movements. “All T can say is that they cer-
tainly used brainwashing on the administrators
to get their charter changed over to a Declara-
tion of Independence for their nation,” he said.
“CCF 1s sncaky like that.”

It remains to be seen just how the NOTLG
will survive, seeing as how they have no indus-
trial base. Most analysts predict that they will
survive on tithes and the selling of stamps, just
like the Vatican in Rome. It 1s comforting to
know that no one’s civil liberties are being
wronged and that public funds are not spent on
religious organizations any longer on the Truman
campus. That should be solice enough for us all.

caught, I think. That’s a good thing -- she’d
probably make him wear bad clothes, like that
other guy.

Brian Setzer Orchestra: “Jump Jive and
Wail” rating: 6 (beat), 4 (words)

The music reminds me of music from the
1940°s. It’s like somebody’s trying to have a
takeoff on the big band era..It’s a little
peppier than the other things you’ve been
playing...He doesn’t sound depressed; he
sounds kind of happy.

Minor Threat: “Seeing Red”

rating: 4

You can’t understand hum, but maybe I
wouldn’t want to. It’s too noisy. I'would turn
it off..I would say, “Close your door Dave,
it’s too noisy.” (song ends) That’s.it? Oh
well...(laughs).

Robert Pollard: “Town of Mirrors”

rating: 3

He sounds English.

He's from Ohio.

Well, he’s trying to sound English...(listening
to the lyncs) Did he just go into a mirror? ’
He’s looking in the mirror and the music
changed so he must have stepped through
it..Is he saying “jubilation” or “mutilation™?
Mutilation.

Well, -of course if he went through the mirror
he’d be mutilated. He started out all right with
him singing about this mirror but then it
jumped to noisc and him singing about
mutilation.

Modest Mouse: “Dramamine”

rating: 3 or 4 (singing), 6 (music)

Kind of a good instrumental...it reminds me of
a Beatles song from the Yellow Submanne,
with that kind of repeated twangy sound. He
said “dramamine™, why do they write so
many songs about drugs? Cause they’re all
taking drugs? I don’t mind listening to the
music, it’s not so heavy sounding. I jist can’t
understand what he’s saying.

Thought Place

I've often wondered what kind of
April Fool’s Day jokes God plays.
Maybe he has a big ole’ afterlife
switcheroo, like when kids get to be
parents for the day.
St. Peter: Congratulations Frank;
you’ve made it in.
Frank: Oh good.

St. Peter: Just walk down the
corridor to your left and take the
first door on your right. They'll set
you up nice.

Frank: Okay. Thanks.

Frank walks down the hall. God
tiptoes out from behind a curtain. He
and St. Peter watch as Frank stops at
the door.

Frank: Feels hot.

He touches the door knob.
Frank: Ouch! Goddamn it!
God and St. Peter start snickering.
Frank turns and looks at them.
Frank: What the hell’s so funny?
God and St. Peter fall to the floor
laughing.

Frank: Some way to treat a guy
who’s just made it into Heaven. Hey
Peter, who’s your friend?

God curses under his breath and
disappears in a puff of smoke.
Peter: Don’t mind Him, Frank. Just
go right ahead. They've fired up the
barbeque pit to greet you.
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This very special
the art and beauty which lies within
 the human form.
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