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Tom Thumb Galleryimproves campus artwork

story by | Rachel Schuiz

It was a warm September night and as
the sun set over Kirksville, the world was at
peace... well, everywhere except the back-
yard of Kjell Hahn and Jimmy’s Kuehnle’s
house!

Art-crazy Truman students spray painted/
 redecorated the exterior of Hahn and
Kuehnle’s garage, “improved the art” that hung
onits walls, played ping-pong and schmoozed
with the greatest art mmds of this university, all
accompanied by a violin player who added a
touch of class to the scene. And ail of this be-
fore the night was m full swing!

As 1t got later, there were so many stu-
depts and faculty looking at the numerous sub-
misstons mside that it was difficult tomove from
one side of the house to another. The walls were
completely covered with photographs, oil paint-
ings, some interactive art and. pipe cleaner
sculptures, and there was a fine spread of ap-
petizers.

move outside to listen to the guest speaker, who

addressed the large crowd from the roof of

Kjell and Jimmy’s house, clad only in his box-
ers and a polar fleece. He delighted the audi-
ence with anecdotes, words of wisdom and
self-accompanied song and dance. A fun time
was had by all, including the speaker, who 1e-
quired some sertous crowd pressure to remove
his pants, but later seemed to rather enjoy the
whole affair.

Following the speaker was a video/per-
formance art presentation that certamnly ra1sed
some eyebrows. Laughter rang out from the
house and backyard for several hours, and
Kjell and Jimmy appeared to have had a won-
derful time hosting their guests. The nightasa
whole was very enjoyable, and it was extremely
refreshing to get to see some of the artistic ex-
pression and creativity that exists onour cam-
pus. Kudos to Kjell and Jimmy for giving
Truman the venue for art we so desperately
need.

Soon, the entire crowd was asked to

feature by | Derek Speliman
On Hamilton St., set back a little from the road, thereis a
small, scattered, deceitfully integrated village of old red brick
with the name Devlin Place, which is a low rental housing com-
plex. At first glance it possesses a certain leisurely aspect pecu-
liar to coastal towns, sudden peals of laughter, pleasant sounds
and murmurs and the good fresh smell ofhealth and cheer. Here,
what one can fall in love with is what everybody lives with: the
sky, a certain heaviness of the sunlight, the beauty of the people.
“Being poor means fighting each day not to let people know
you are poot,” Karen Carolan of the neighboring Christian Comn-
munity Clinic, or CCC said. The CCC offers certain medical
services for individuals at or below the poverty line for seven
surrounding counties. Carolan has presided over the hectie out-
post for over seven years, and her roster of patients has swelled
to more than 1,000 people. One image she has carried away
from her work is that poverty is hndden in our society. “People
' withJow Incomes will go to garage sales to buy namebrand clothes
sothey can fit in. They are not going to come up to you and say
Tmpoor.” Imean, why would they?” ’
According to the Office of Social and Economic Data
Analysis (OSDEA), approximately 17.7 percent of Adair County
lives at or below the poverty line. Of course, in the United States
the word “poverty” normally calls up certan pictures: hungry,
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Students add personal touches to artwork at Tom Thumb Gallery.

Kirksville citizens live below the poverty line

hollow-eyed children, dispirited farmers, desperation everywhere.
Yet m Kirksville, one finds that it tends to blend with the vital
energies of the community. There is no composite sketch, no
one “face of poverty’” here, no ghetto, no stum, no growing strain
on the social fabric. Most of the people we see as afflicted with
poverty would stoutly and powerfully oppose the idea.

“I would be at the counter when people came up with food
stamps,” Wal-Mart employee Marilyn Clark recalled, “and you
never would have known that they needed them. They weren’t
ashamed, they were dressed fairly decently and all.” Pat Selby
of Retirement Services Volunteer Program reflected “Idon’t even
think you should call them poor. They would resent it. They do
live with muchless than we do however.” Life below the pov-
erty line thus yields its secrets very reluctantly. In part because
its inhabitants suffer from unseen scars, both physical and emo-
tional. In part because the communities evolve unspoken codes
of privacy.

Life onthe margins thus amounts to a form of torment that
can be alien to everyday expenience. Father Bill Koftenstette, a
priest at the Newman Center and anactivist in local charities,
said “Within a five mile radius of town there are probably one
hundred people who don’t have any food in their house right
now. This is because it is the end of the month and they’re wait-
ing for their checks, so they have to save.”

The Phish circus
comes to Kansas City.

Review, page 10.

Kottenstette helped to sketch the broad outlines of their
conditions: no eating out, no air conditioning, and no heat until
November or December. No cable TV, no washers and dryers,
no vacations, no health insurance, no new clothes, no stereos or
Sony Playstations. Rooms are plainly but not uncomfortably fur-
nished, cars have racked up hundreds of thousands of miles.
“Some people actually live from one check to the next,” Carolan
said.

Loss of self-esteem 1s perhaps the most well-known symp-
tom of such a course. Life below the poverty line life is often
epitomized by fits of black despondency. Fifty-two year old Lois
Counts is keenly aware of such a context after losing her job
twoyears ago. “If I could get my health back Iwould love to go
back to work,” she said. “Without i, I feel worthless less than
the person that I am. One begins to evolve the scheme of “I
can’t” Carolan explained. “Some of the people have been kicked
around so much they start thinking ‘I can’t do thus’ or “Tcan’t do

‘that.” And that just makes things more difficuit.”

In some families substance abuse is perhaps the most sinis-
ter hallmark produced by tiny incomes. Kottenstette said, “al-
cohol and methamphetamines are the major offenders.” In the
course of a worsening emotional climate (bills, debts, mortgages,

See POVERTY on page 11
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“Among people who have learned something
from the 18th century (say, Voitaire) it is a
truism, hardily deserving discussion, that the
defense of the right of free expression is not
restricted to ideas one approves of, and that
it is precisely in the case of ideas found
most offensive that this right must be
vigorously defended. Advocacy of the right
to express ideas that are generaily approved
of is, quite obviously, a mattey of no
significance.”

-- Noam Chomsky

Upcoming Events

To have your event listed here for FREE, submit your
event to the Monitor mailbox, CAOC, SUB or e-mail it to

montiortrm @ hotmail.com.

On Tues. Oct. 3 at 8 p.m. for
only $3, Campus Music Collective
presents Janis Figure, a suri-
punk band from Minneapolis, and
Ded Gein, a homegrown metal
band. At the Aquadome, 121 N.
Main one block west of the square.

Fri. Oct. 6, the 80s Prom!
starts at 9 p.m., only $2, and it
benefits Amnesty International.
Also at the Aquadome.

Campus Music Collective,
Photo Club, and the Aquadome,
presents the Camera Obscura
Family Day party!!! Take a 30-
minute ride *inside* a room-sized
camera!

Experience how cameras
were invented! Listen to two
techno DJs, DJ Derek and Cicone
6, and watch unique drama/
dance/performance art acts that

are going on outside, while you
are inside. You won't believe your
eyes. Bring your family on Sat,,
Oct. 7 noon-5 p.m. to the
Aguadome. Donations requested
please.

Campus Music Collective
presents Allette Brooks,
awesome folky singer from
California, on Wed., Oct. 11.
Location TBA.

The Writer’'s Block, a
creative writing workshop, meets
every Monday at 9 p.m. in the
Wiriting Center.

Sigma Tau Delta presents
“How to Enjoy Banning a

~ Book,” a lecture on censorship by

Chett Breed, this Thurs., Oct. 5,
at7:30 p.m.,in OP 117.

Just Stuft

The name says it all

New used antiques

9:30a.mto5:
Mon. through Sat.

107 E. Mary
North end of Frankiin St.
turn right.

Students receive 10 percent
discount with student ID.
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edited for length.

Got something to say? Write a letter to The
Monitor. Letters must be typed and
signed to be considered for publication.
Send complaints or praise to the Monitor
mailbox in the CAOC, or e-mail us at
monitortrm @ hotmail.com. Letters may be

Drunk Monitor writers have
their heads up their asses

I have been a consistent reader of The
Monitor, but I have now forgotten why. Every
two weeks I pick up a copy of that leftist propa-
ganda that you call a newspaper and the result is
always the same. I am always perturbed by the
ignorant political stances of all of the staff wiit-
ers. When you have your little drunken meetings
do you admit only writers who prefer to write
while placing their heads up their asses? It cer-
tainly seems that way. In the last episode I was
particularly offended by the use of “soft money
whore” to describe one of the nations most intel-
lectual and moving politicians. George Bush is
not only the best presidential candidate, but Gore
and those far left lunatics in the Green Party
would be the certain downfall of the American
economy should they be elected, which they
won’t. I think that it is complete crap that you all
at The Monitor completely disregard the logic
and effictency of the right.

Jeffry H. Ropper

May we remind our readers that all views

expressed in The Monitor are the views of in-
dividual writers, not the paper as a whole.

If anyone feels there 1s a lack of repre-
sentation of their political or other views in
The Monitor, we kindly extend the invitation
to you to write an article for this paper. The
Monitor is open to any student or member of
the campus community who wishes to write.
That is our basis for exastence.

Submit contributions to the Momtor mail-
box in the CAOC, SUB, or attend our meet-
ings, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 p.m., OP
117, (editors.)

Student senator resigns
Sunday, Sept. 17, I waiked out of the Stu~
dent Senate meeting, thus designating my resig-
nation from the organization. left without a word
and I feel my action warrants some explanation.
To provide that explanation, Imust first ex-
plain the unfortunate events that surrounded the
recent fall election. According to the Student Sen-
ate Constitution, incoming students have the op-
portunity to elect six representatives in the fall.

The logical consequence of this, as has been
followed in the past, is that each incoming
student is allowed to vote for six candidates.
Unfortunately, due to an oversight (and
NOT intent) by the individuals in charge of the
election, the incoming class ballots instructed
students to vote for only five candidates. Addi-
tionally, during the election, numerous incoming
students — who had been informed by others that
they could vote for six candidates -- questioned
student senators working at the table about the
apparent discrepancy. ,

Most student senators, having noreason to
even look at the incoming class ballot, did not
know how to respond to the question. Some in-
structed to follow the ballot’s directions, while
others suggested that voters go ahead and vote
for up to six candidates. It is not difficult to see
how this confusion ended.

The problem was further complicated dur-
ing the process of tabulating the election results.
Although the election administrator instructed
those senators counting the ballots to discard bal-
lots containing six-choices for mncoming repre-
sentative (hence “stealing” votes away from those
students who may have followed the directions
of a senator working at the booth), another stu-
dent senator and I nevertheless counted ballots
with six picks -- meaning that even the totals re-
ported for the election are incons1stent.

After another student senator and I later
realized how much the election could have been
affected by votes that were not allowed to be
cast, we tried contacting the election administra-
tor and president immediately. The election ad-
ministrator understood the problem and said he
had to confer with President Ken Hussey. We

il

later talked to President Hussey, who was more
apathetic toward the problem.

Another former student senator who was
reelected in this election also filed a complaint
about the election and was promptly ignored. On
Sunday night, a group of us was hoping to have
time to discuss the election on the Senate floor
before the new senators were sworn in. Presi-
dent Hussey summarily dismissed the possibility
and swore it the new senators as the first action
of the meeting. During that ceremony, Ileft Stu-
dent Senate.

Although the highly questionable actions
taken in this election were unintentional, the prob-
lem was clearly shown to those in charge. How-
ever, the leaders of Senate refused to correct
the mistake and made the invalid election offi-
cial. By not bothering to maintain the integrity of
the election, Student Senate has lost its claim as
a democratically representative body. This timae,
Senate’s corruption does not lie 1n its premedi-
tated deceit, but m 1ts mcompetence and laziness
to right an obvious wrong. If elections cannot
even be run properly, then any value or legiti-
macy of Student Senate 1s lost. I see any contin-
ued membership 1in the organization as comply-
ing with the probiem and therefore feel a moral
obligation to resign.

Most sincerely,

Christopher J. Ross

Former student senator and co-founder of
the Bulldog Party

To the individual who ate all the bar-
becue-flavored potato chips and Hot Ta-
male candy, we unfortunately cannot print

your letter because you did not sign it.
Sorry. -eds.
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“Stupid head”

congressmen

blow our budget surplus

opinion by | Matthew Nuli

Five years ago it seemed ludicrous to
fathorn that the United States of Amenica, with
allits corrupt government spending (thank you
John Stossil for informing us about it), could
end up with a budget surplus. The government
couldn’t find a way to spend all our money!
Wow. Many dreamed this day would come;
four years ago Bush and Clinton both boasted
about their plans to balance the budget within
seven to 10 years. However, it happened in
only four. What a great, thrifty country we live
in. Right?

In fact, last Thursday, Congress discussed
one popular idea about where to put the
country’s hard-earned money. So where did
- they say this money should be spent? Should it
be given to back to the taxpayers? Perhaps
putting it into education would be a good idea.
The social security fund is bound to run out
sometime soon; maybe it should be spent there.
Some might say space exploration needs a big-
ger budget -- why not, right? Others might talk
about Medicare or a better justice system.
However, m congress they spoke of only one
place to spend this money. Give it to the mili-
tary.

Being a pacifist myself, I would want to
call Congress “stupid heads” (or something
equally as immature) for wanting to throw away
our tax money. General Harry H. Shelton ar-
gued that maturing weapons and deteriorating
barracks and bases are becoming a serious risk
to military readiness. The annual budget for the
military is, after all, only $305 million per year.
Spending is projected to grow to $330 million
a year by the year 2005 However, the Air

Force and the Navy msist that the annual bud-
get should be fortified by an extra $30 million:

So why not just give them the money? one
might ask. If the ships and planes are getting
old, we need to build stronger, better ones --
right? Wrong, The United States has the larg-
est military budget of any country m the world.
‘Who has the second largest budget?. Is it Iraq,
Iran or maybe Cuba -- some of our strongest
enemies? Nope. Russia holds the title with a
budget of around $60 million a year. Combin-
ing the military budgets of our seven greatest
adversanes is still 22 times smaller than that of
the United States (thank you New York Times
for that tidbit of information).

There 1s no need to increase military
spending. The Cold War 1s over; there is no
major military threat to the United States. Now
1s the time when the United States should cut
back onmilitary spending and fund other things
that might help shape a nation, like education.
Everyday polticians argue to cut welfare, Medi-
care and social security, stating that we, as a
nation, don’thave the resources to assist “lazy,
old people.” However, Congress is debating
whether we have $30 million a year to let the
Navy race new, shiny boats.

So what will happen to the surplus in the
budget? No one knows for sure. However,
both presidential nominees have promised to
raise the military’s budget, if elected. Good
thing... because I was worried about World
War III breaking out anytimie soon... Who
wants to help me build a bomb shelter? Come
on. According to Congress, it seemns like we
might need one:
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Jim Carrey deserves
whack in the genitals

opinion by | Andrew Smithson

Negative thought of the day: (sub-
mitted by David Maginness). If T could be
reincarnated as any animal, I'd want to be
the monkey that started AIDS.

- There are few things
funnier than monkeys and
midgets

I received an e-mail a few days ago
from a friend of mine. It was a forward. 1
usually don’t care for forwards. This one,
however, was titled “I Like Monkeys,” so [
decided to give it a look. To sum it up, it
involved a man buying 200 monkeys retail
and the monkeys punched themselves in the
genitals. That may not sound too funny, but
I challenge you to picture 200 monkeys sit-
ting on a bed and punching themselves in
thegenitals while screaming their little mon-
key screams without laughing. This, to me
anyway, brings up a very importantissue in
today’s over comimercialized world. What
is funny because 1t 1s funny, and what s fummy
because television told you it was?

Let’s examine certain aspects of what
1s and should be viewed as funny, and then
ascertam its real comedic value. First and
foremost in my mind is Jim “I"'m an asshole
who’s definitely not funny but needs to be
the center of attention because I was de-
prived as a little child but I’m still a fucker”
Carrey. Mr. Carrey is not fimny. There are
few things I feel stronger about. Because he
did some horrible mowvies that involved con-
torting his face in bizarre ways, and a few
people who can’t understand much more
than that thought he was funny, he has now
become a pop-icon who has as much worth
as 98°, and about as much talent. That’s why
there are shirts that say “alrightythen,” and
that’s why I will never be able to respect
anything he ever does.

Now we’ll move on to somethmg that
1s funny, shall we? Monkeys. Midgets. Mul-
lets. One thing that few people understand
isthat good comedians don’t create funny,
they just point it out. Take Jerry Seinfeld for
example. He doesn’t have the need to “cre-
ate” humor. He doesn’t have to jump around

in the manner of a mental patient to get laughs.
He sees something that strikes his funny
bone, and he reiterates it in his own way to
anaudience. Whether he is describing air-
port security officers or the Halloween ex-
perience, he simply takes an amusing idea
and presents 1t in a way that few intelligent
people don tfind funny. There 1s the differ-
ence between “high” and “low”” humor,

Highhumor involves thought. Sarcasm,
understating very bizarre things, and irony
are some of the aspects of a piece of intel-
lectual humor. Thus, if understood, is prob-
ably the furmiest type of humor available to
mankind. It doesn’t even have to be stated,
which is part of the beauty. Whereas in low
humor it is a necessity to be extremely physi-
cal and overstated, like The Three Stooges
and Mr. Bean (who can be funny), high hu-
mor in the way of Bill Cosby or David
Letterman can involve simply sitting and
speaking, and is often leaps and bounds fim-
nier than Jim “Shit-head” Carrey could ever
hope to achieve.

Some of the greatest - if not thegreat-
est comedians ever -- were 1n Monty Py-
thon. Towatch 7he Holy Grarland attempt
to analyze why it is humorous is fruitless.
However, they combined aspects of both high
and low humor. In some scenes, there is a
random woman in the background beating
a cat against a wall. What does that mean?
Nothing, but simply because it 1s so out of
place, and no one seems to notice or care,
the huge understatement creates for a very
funny outcome.

So remember, if you’re trying to be
funny, don’t try. Find somethung that’s funny
m and of itself (like monkeys punching them-
selves m the genitals), and use the humorto
your advantage. Give up things like
“wazzzzaaaaa!” for a cat-beating image. If
you’re trying to be funny, 1t’s probably not
working, Ifyou’re trying to be funny around
me, prepare to be punched in your genitals.

Anyone wishing to submit a “negative
thought of the day” should send any ideas to
drewski_81@hotmail.com. Send stuff,
Make sure it’s negative.

The Monitor. | think | should

Hmmm, | think |
should advertise in

call Tom at 665-6438.

Have an opinion about soinething?
Want to make it public?

Write for The Moniton

We are looking for interesting writers right this very second.
Come to our meetings every Tuesday and
Thursday at 9 p.m.in OP218 or call 627-4797 for more info.

Remember;it’s yourpaper! - -
Make your voice heard!
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{opinion by | Peter Hough
{  Isometimes wonder at how fragile life 1s. Some scientists say
{ hat if our Earth were only slightly different, its ability to sustain life
4 might be lost. A change in temperature of just a few degrees, a change
{ inthe Earth’s tilt, or a change in the Earth’s distance from the sun
1 would be disastrous. That’s not to mention outside factors that allow
1 forlife on this planet, like the size and proximity of our moon and the
- fact that this solar system has a “good” Jupiter, one that helps keep

steroids from colliding with our home.
' 1am amazed sometimes at how lucky we are to be here. Whether
§ our first ancestors were single-celled organisms, Adam and Eve or
[insert your own belief], we must at least concede that innumerable
1 fictors have worked together to preserve life until this day. How our
11 mncestors must have worried about their lack of control, always liv-
ing in fear of what their environment might do to them. How they
§ must have longed for the day when they could finally dictate to the
{ miverse how their lives would be lived. How they must have envied
1 15, seeing us from so far away, while they lived lives devoid of meaning
imnd substance.

I am astounded sometimes by our arrogance. We fear being the

{ patient. Instead, we want to be the agent, the actors, the dictators,
{ indto permanently dispose of all other agents, whether natural or
2 divine. We are a chauvinistic husband, beating Mother Earth into
subjection at every possible opportunity. She must know we are the
{ ones with power. She, and anyone else, must know that we shall
decide how we will live, what we will do and what justice will be.
{ No one can stop us from accomplishing what we purpose. And no
4 one had better even suggest we’re wrong. Our justification has been
1 established and resides above questioning.
; And yet, life is not what 1t could be. If it were, what would the

politicians argue about? Indeed, the happy thought comes to mind
{ 1hat we would have no need of politicians. But we are left here in
ﬁ imperfection, straining toward improvement, toward progress. Each
{ of us believing in something, we do what we canto achieve a better
{ humanity. Every once in a while we get to see a glimpse of beauty,

[ sometimes wonder at how fragile life is

we get the chance to meet greatness or we get to work toward the
ideal with our own hands. We celebrate the people who show us the
better way and we honor those who make sacrifices for the benefit
of all. How we will honor the one who finds the cure to AIDS, the
one who feeds the starving children and the one who shows us all
that humanity is supposed to be.

What if they never come? How many Martin Luther King Jrs.
have died before championing freedom? How many Einsteins have
been silenced in their childhood before teaching us about the uni-
verse? How many Hitlers have made their exit before we ever knew
of them? Just the chance of the good is worth the risk of the bad.
That any person is unable to contribute to the chorus of humanity 1s
reason enough to mourn.

In this country we enacted three amendments to the Constitu-
tion to make it clear that one person cannot own another. But sla-
very never ended. We use one of these amendments today to claim
that a baby is the possession of her mother. And so we silence future
poets, leaders, scientists and fascists. Were it to prevent the fascists
from ruining the world, it might be to the benefit of humanity, though
the logic is obviously problematic. Instead, we do it for convenience,
because we lack respect for life and have a misunderstanding of the
responsibility that life demands of us in our power. And now, in the
true spirit of American convenience, we have our trusty pill. We
need our pills for everything and so we find pills that will carry out
our most destructive orders.

I guess I just believe that life 1s fragile and sacred, that being the
highest agent in the universe may not be the best thing (for us or for
the universe) and that arrogance leads only to destruction, both figu-
ratively and literally. Some people don’t see how a politician could
be pro-life and also advocate capital punishment. It may be mcon-
sistent. But killing criminals and saving babies is far less inconsistent
than killing babies and saving criminals.

1 sometimes wonder at how fragile life is and how lucky I am to
be here. And these days 1 feel even luckier, realizing that life -- now
more than ever -- is not a sure thing.

%Vote for Robert Lewis; vote for a bigot

{ opinion by | Daniel Coate
“Youdon’t like my opinions? Too bad.”
1-Robert K. Lewis

You can’t imagine my disappointment upon
1 leaming the Robert K. Lewis was no longer
| ampaigning for the highest office in the land
4 (president). Sure, he’s just a write-in candidate,
1 sohe wasn’t really doing much campaigning in
the first place, but now, especially because he
nolonger has an online presence, nobody will
know of this extraordinary man. Lewis, the
{ founder and sole member of the political entity,
4 the Patriot Knowledge Base, is an exemplary
{ Missourian who makes me proud to be a stu-
4 dent i thus fine state.

Like all good Missourians, Robert K.
4 Lewis is a devout Christian, but unlike the gen-
1 eal population, Lewis 15 deeply concerned
sbout the corruption of our society’s moral fi-
4 bers. He knows where he stands on the issues

{ opinion by | John Nguyen

This will be quick and dirty.

| Inkeeping with 7he Monitor's philoso-
phy of freedom I’ve decided to begin making

anew regular installment. We here at The

§ Monitorlike being in America where some

* semblance of Freedom of the Press exists. In

{ other places this 1s not so much the truth. So

from now on, 1n order to create more appre-

diation for what The Monitormeans, as well

{

§ % what Free Speech means, Lam:gomgtobe <«
", ivpert aniov Wiy odel

and is willing to speak out and, if the case calls
for it, take action to save us from etemal Dam-
pation. I think that’s something we can all ap-
preciate. There just aren’t enough people in
this world who are willing to point out the evils
of our society. Luckily, the state of Missouri
has been blessed with the presence of this car-

The many evils denounced by Lewis in-
clude the New World Order, “Lucifenian Com-
munism,” the Blue Ribbon Campaign for
Internet Free Speech, and homosexuality; “God
hates queers and they know it.” Unlike “Presi-
dent William Jackass Clinton, who is the arche-
type of everything bad in America,” Lewis
‘would be a leader with integrity. Robert K.
Lew1s wouldn’t mess around; he’d get things
done and wouldn’t let anyone, not even the devil
himself, stop him. That’s the kind of man I want
for president.

We should make it our duty tomake sure

put a censorship story in the paper. They will
be short info blurbs provided mostly by a great
journal called Index on Censorshipwhich is
in the library and online at: Attp./f
www.indexoncensorship.org. What I'm try-
ing to say 1s take advantage of The Monitor.
Take advantage of the forum where just about
every opmion is publishable. Seize your voice
dammit. Especially if you generally disagree
with me. Disagreement 1s cool. Sohere’s this
Tssuesiristallivent:

that Robert K. Lewis, a first-class Missourian,
a man who can truly represent us and accu-
rately reflect on the great state of Missouri, at-
tains the position he deserves. He can’t do it
without us. Remember, he can’t win unless
people know about him (and write his name in).
Spread the word and don’t let people tell you
that we can’t do it, because we can. We can
and we must, because we care about the future
of this country. Besides, anyone who tells you

- Lewis can’t win and that you’re wasting your

vote is probably a “Luciferian Communist” and/
or a homosexual and we know what Robert K.
Lewis thinks of them.

So on election day, do what you know is
right and vote for a man with morals, a man
with intelligence, a man who cares about the
future of our great country, a man who can rep-
resentyou. Let’s get this century started off the
right way. Vote Lewis!

{Seize your voice dammit! Disagree with me!

* In China, an Internet site called the New

- Culture Forum was shut down by the Ministry

of State Security. It was China’s firstreal pro-
democracy Web site. The ministry also shut
down the Web site’s service provider the Mil-
lion Internet Company. Another Web site
known as New Culture was shut down in Au-
gust and the Ministry is planning on penalizing
their service provider for not monitoring the
content on the pages. Theofficials claim that it
was “too sharp” and “too anti government.”
i
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Winona
LaDuke:
she’s a
woman

opinion by | Ed Jenkins

Joseph Lieberman 1s not so ex-
otic anymore. He would become the
first Orthodox Jew vice president if
Goreis elected in November, but that’s
cabbage compared to the meaty heri-
tage of Green Party vice-presidential
candidate Winona LaDuke.

Aside from being a woman,
LaDuke’s mother 1s a Russian Jew and
her father is an Ojibwe Indian. Despite
being her own minonty, LaDuke went
from being bom in East Los Angeles
to graduating from Harvard to bemg
recognized by Time as one of
America’s 50 most promusing leaders.
She 1s cutrently one of the country’s
leading environmentalists, women’s ac-
tivists and indigenous people’s activ-
ists.

When LaDuke was 18 she pre-
sented research on mining issues and
multinationals to the United Nations.
She alternated an education at Harvard
with working against environmental
racism. LaDuke said two-thirds of all
uranium mines in this country are on
reservations, and there are constant
proposals for nuclear waste dumps on
those lands. One of the platforms of
the Green Party is to reconcile our re-
lationship with the Earth. LaDuke be-
lieves that we abuse our environment
withexcessive fossil fuels and damming

while we should be developing renew- -

able resources and lowering our con-
on.

She also fights to gamn respect and
property for Native Americans. Only
two presidents, Clinton and Roosevelt,
have ever visited reservations, but the
poorest county in the country is on the
Pine Ridge reservation in South Da-
kota. “If you can’t help the poorest
people in this country, that 1s a very
good indicator of the level of justice m
this society,” LaDuke said. For a start,
the government could give Natives
back some land. LaDuke said the fed-

eral government owns 90 percent of

the Black Hills in South Dakota.

One of the ways that LaDuke ini-
tially gotinvolved in politics was in her
battle to win back the land belonging

~to the Natives. She took the govemn-

ment to court because they failed to
uphold their end of the contract, but
they just told her that “the statute of
limitations expired” on the land con-
tracts. ‘

“People make bad decisions in
Washington,” LaDuke said. “The elec-
toral system 1s skewed.” But regard-
less of the obstacles, LaDuke contin-
ues to fight to make the country a more
effective grassroots democracy.

s
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romantic. However,
‘there is a spin to this
wonderful author: she
is a lesbian and her
writing is lesbian
orientated. Her Web

siteis primarily a \)ehi'clezfm her-fans to read her work..

While the Web site itself does not have a lot of frills, it does

contain thousands of pages of good stories. 1 highly
‘recommend the site for its easy no-frills look and its content.
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S26: The late

st battle in

the war against capitalism

story by | Daniel Coate

On Sept. 26, 0r $26, as the International Mon-
etary Fund’s and World Bank’s 55th annual surmimit
gotunderway in Prague, Czech police and military
set out to ensure the safety of the delegates. What

werethey afraid of? Probably the 8,000 activistswho |

took to the streets to protest and disrupt the meet-
mngs. Theseactivists, young peoplecarrying drums
and barmers, met heavy resistance frompublic de-
fenders inriot gear armed to thie teeth with batons,
tear gas,smokegmnadm,watercammlsandpolioe
dogs as they marched on the Conference Center,
being called the “Castle” by protestors. The goalof
these activists, to disrupt the surnmit and send the
delegates home, was realized Wednesday, when
IMF/World Bark officials decided to close the meet-
ings aday carly.

The activists in Prague were jomed in spmt by
thousands of others around the world who banded
togaherinﬂleﬁghtagainstcapitalimllgloba]izaﬁm/
corporaterule. S26had beendeclared the next battle
inthe waragainst capttalism. Demnonstrations similar
tothose in Seattle and Washington, D.C. this past
year were seen i cities all over the world. In the
United States., demonstrations were held in San Fran-
cisoo, Seattle, Boulder, Denver, Chicago, Boston and
New Brunswick, N.J. Demonstrations could also
be seenin Toronto, Bristol, Lisbon, Stockholm, the
Netherlands, Bangladesh, Sydney, Kiev, Moscow
and India. In Tel-Aviv, an especialty successful dem-
onstration completely shut down the city’s down-
town. Demonstrators took over a major squareand
held amoment of silence for the activists n Prague.

Those who were unable tomake it to Prague,
orany of the other cities with massive demonstra-
tions, were ableto protest the IMF/World Bank sum-
it on-line. Thanks to the Federation of Random
Action and Toy Z Tech, activists were able to pro-
test from the privacy of their own homes, using
FloodNet programs to disrupt on the IME’s Web
server.

The two days leading upto S26 were a good
indicatorof the organized chaos that was to ensue.
On Sunday, Sept. 24, marchers chanting, “Break
law and order, letthem cross the border,” moved in
onthe Czech Minstry of Interior. Themarchers were
seeking the release of 17 people detaned at the
Czech-Austrian border. The 17 were among 1200
Ttalianactivists who hijackeda tran heading towards
Prague. Around 2am. Monday, the tramof talians
arrived in Prague, after being heldat the border for

19 hours and then being stopped twice by Czech
police once inside the country’s borders.
OnMonday, three activists, twoPolishand one

America, were detamed by Czech secret police af-
ferhangmng almgebamermhetxidgelmdingtothe
convention center where the meetings were to be
held. The activists were arrested despite making a
deal withpolioe that they would leave the bridge after
they hung the barmer and would not face punish-
ment. The banner, which read, “No IMF, WB,
WTO! End Corporate Rule!” was displayed tomake
the point thatthe only way for peopletoparticipate n
the IMF meetings is todemonstrate outside of them.

Atabout9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 26, day one of
the IMF/World Bank summit, people started to gather
in'Namesti Miru square. The protestors, maddition
to a common animosity towards the IME, World
Bank and capitalism in general, brought with them
marty banners, amassive sound system andevena
Tugemflatable globe.

Aroundnoon, the demonstration splitmto three
different groups — yellow, blue and pmk — eachcar-
1ying a flag of its respective character. Each group
marched in a different direction m order to confuse
the police and more effectively surround the Castle.

Theyellow march, consisting of mostly Itahan
and Spanish groups and bemg led by the 1200 strong
Ttalian group YaBasta!, took the mam route towards
the Castle, crossing the bndge on which the banner
was hung the day before. A large number of these
activists inthis group wore foam-padded overallsand
carriedheavy shielding. Formore thantwohours,
the yellow marchers pushed agamst the beavily ar-
moredriot police occupying the bridge. Inthe after-
noon, the yellowmarch, having no success in break-
ing throughthe police lines, split mto two groups, one
mamtainng thebridge; the other, consistmg of the
demonstrators inpadded overalls, leavingtojomother
marchers.

Thebluemarch, moving through the valley sepa-
rating the city from the Castle, was met withheavy
police resistance. Each side bormbarded the other
withmassiles: stones, Molotovcocktails (reportedly)
and ofher objects from demonstrators and tear gas
and concussion grenades from police. These mas-
sive confiontations contmued late mtothe aftemoon,
with only a small number of protestors getting close
to the Castle.

Thepimkmarch, whichincludeda Samba band
and a folk band, moved around the Castle and ap-
proached from the other side. By changing direc-
tions quickly, about 500 of the pink marchers were
abletocatch the police off guard and get closetothe
center. Some protestors managed to enter and oc-

cupy partsof thebuilding anda nearbyhotel, gettng
See $26, page 13
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story by | Cameron Moore

| Everyone 1s familiar with the saying
{'You are what you eat.” To many on cam-
{us, following this reasoning would lead
one to respond to the question “What are
Tyou?” with things like “pizza” and “taco
silad.” Unfortunately, there is an alarm-
Jingly high percentage that could respond
Yuith “nothing” or “very little.”

Eating disorders are a problem for
fothmales and females. According to an
fticle on the subject at student.com, one
Htof every four college-age women has
fome type of eating disorder. This is just
fie of the reasons that senior Caroline
Fonley is continuing the student-run help
goup for those with eating disorders that

If you eat “very little,”

she started last semester.

Conley started what she considered
an “informal peer group” because she was
bothered by the relatively small number of
people who had come into University
Counseling Services asking for help with
an eating disorder. Although this might sug-
gest that there aren’t very many people on
this campus with eating disorders, Conley
argues the contrary. Through her own
battle with eating disorders, she said it was
pretty easy to pick out those who may
have a problem.

“Women are almost expected to have
a complex about what they eat and how
their bodies look,” Conley said. She also

said eating disorders are “pretty prevalent”
on this campus, especially at the Student
Recreation Center.

There are three main types of eating
disorders. Binge eating is characterized by
compulsive overeating that may lead to
masstve weight gain. Another symptom is
eating when not hungry until one is pain-
fully full. The other two main types of eat-
ing disorders are the most common: bu-
limia and anorexia nervosa. Bulimia is the
rapid consumption of food followed by
self-induced vomiting or laxative use. An-
orexia 1s the intense fear of gaining wei ght,
which 1s usually exemplified by one’s un-
willingness to eat. Anorexia is classified

new group can help you

when this unwillingness leads to one
weighing less than 85 percent of their nor-
mal body weight.

Although Conley started the group,
she is by no means the only one in charge.
“Everyone involved makes their contribu-
tion. Everyone’s input is taken equally,”
she said. The peer group will be meeting
on Monday nights at 7 p.m. in the Ryle
Hall Classroom. It is a private setting
where people can feel comfortable talk-
1ng about their problems, Conley said. She
also stressed that these meetings are com-
pletely in the hands of those who attend,
and that students are welcome to attend
Just one meeting or as many as they wish.
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feature by | Aaron Wilson

Recently I had a chance to return to one of my peren-
nial favorites among eatertes. [ am of course referring tothe Y
Ryle Hall Cafeteria, located in Ryle Hall. However, on this
particular night I was in for an especial treat. The establishment
was conducting one of their weekly specials, which are known as “Premium Nights.”

The plate limit for this exemplary fare was one per customer, so [ had to make a difficult
decision. I ended up opting for the chicken and mushroom filled ravioli, with a twice-baked potato
and canned pears on the side. My dining companions both had the prime 1ib and curly fries.

The ravioli was quite simply delicious. The sauce, jubilant with sliced mushrooms, was thick ‘
and creamy. While the pasta itself tended towards the al dente side, a firmand heartily tasty blend
of chicken and mushroom filled it to bursting, v

The twice-baked potato also tasted excellent. The consistency of the potato was light and
fluffy, and exhibited a wonderful blend of flavors from chopped ontons, bits of bacon, andahight |
web of melted yellow cheese.

“The prime ribis tender, but a little dry. It makes for a delightful experience, but I know they |
can do better,” stated one of my companions. “Look, my fry is curly, like a mouse’s tail,” com-
mented the other.

All in all, Premium Night makes for an exceptional experience. My one complaint 1s the limit
to number of entrees that can be eaten. The Ryle Hall Cafetena has a lot to offer m the way of good
food, it makes no sense that they should do anything to restrict their diners in sampling 1t

&
i% Nep, got a creepy trae ghost story
ol Te Movitor could ose in a featare?

Call Matt at 6656223




03 October 2000

The Monitor 9

Deep in the Monitor Tower, away
fiom the annoying morality of the human
race, unholy Monitor scientists have
opened a gaping portal to the underworld,
Through this most unwise action, they are
able to consult with the movers and shak-
ers of history and bring to you, the inno-
cent reader; the sage advice of these phan-
toms. This week’s deceased guest is:

JOSEPH STALIN

1879-1953

Joe was a likable enough autocrat un-
til the Germans attacked Russia in 1941,
Then he got really pissed. Four years and
twenty-some satellite countries later; the
world had learned not to mess with Joe,

Dear Joseph Stalin,
T'was walking across campus last week
and chose to cut across grass between two

Advice from the Afterlife

sidewalks. I was late to class and wanted to
save some time. One of the university staff
nearby asked me not to cut across the grass, as
itkifls it. Thappen to think that unofficial foot-
paths make a campus look distinguished.
What’s your take?

Persons who cut across the common
fLields shall be put in camps. Those who con-
tinue to cut across common felds while in
the camps shall be shot.

Dear Joseph Stalin,

E-mail protocol has been confusing me
lately. When addressing a superior, I always feel
as if I should compose the e-mail as if it were a
letter. When addressing friends, however, I
don’t bother with formal grammar or style. Yet
many friends tell me that this is somehow disre-
spectful. I wish people wouldn’t get so worked
upabout it. How doyou compose your e-mails?

Persons who fail to observe party e-mail
protocol shall be put in camps. Those who
continue to disobey the will of the worker with
informal e-mail communication will be shot.

Dear Joseph Stalin,

Emest Hemingway said that a Tom Collins
was made of basically nothing but gin. Do you
agree?

Persons who use liquors produced by the

diabolical capitalist nations of the West
shall be put in camps. The production
methods forrum, whiskey; gin and tequila
have for centuries oppressed the masses
who can nether enjoy the profits of their
Iabor nor the products, Only those who
partake of party-produced vodka will sur-
vive. Those who continue to imbibe the
evil liquors of the West shall be shot.

Dear Joseph Stalin,

Alotofpeople have said that they are
tired of this column, and that it’s getting kind
of old. I used to like it, but I must admit that
the humor factor decreased last semester.
This semester, the column just plain sucks.
What can you do about this?

Persons who fail to laugh honestly
at the jokes contained in this column shall
be put in camps. Those who refiise to
have their senses of humor re-oriented to
the right and proper socialist cause shall
be shot. Does that clear it up any?

Joe ended up scaring all the other
people we were going to get advice from
this semester, so we’ve closed the gate to
the underworld. The scientists formerly
employed mn this operation are now re-
searching the fecal habits of subterranean
monkeys.

Visit our
page!
wwwl.truman.c:liy/
monitor

Check it out
for Web-only
articles and

photos!

Part 3: The Frat-Boy
Stereotype, An Undercover
Investigation...

feature by | Lisa Magierowski

In the past month, I have seen an article
or letter to the editor either bashing or praising
frats in nearly every issue of the Index and
Monitor -- needless to say, I was intrigued.
Are all frat boys the brainwashed bastards ev-
eryone says they are? Are frat parties really
Just an elaborate ploy on the part of the mem-
bers to get in guls’ pants? To answer these
questions, I decided to infiltrate the system ...
ma really sexy outfit. Oh, by the way, all names
have been changed to protect the innocent.

Since my roommate, Erika, 1s dating the
“enemy,” (let’s just call hus group the “No Ram”
Fraternity}, I determined to go to one of hig
parties, and L had a BLAST! It was great! The
guys were all really nice, evervone seemed to
be having a good ttme and I got to dance on
the bar,

Of course, peopin were mackmg on each

Chutes and Ladders

An on-going look at Truman State relationships

i

other. In fact, one particular couple spent al-
most two hours in a corner of the basement
lip-locked in a torrid embrace. But consider-
ing the female part of that equation looked re-
ally upset anytime someone interrupted ther, 1
don’t think she was being pressured into doing
anything she didn’t want to do. ;

Afterwards, 'm thinking, “ What the
fuck?” Where are all these over-hyped, bullshit
stereotypes coming from? Then I thought,
maybe this party was a fluke -- maybe all frat
boys really are jerks. So, I decided to inter-
View one.

Walking into “Turtleman’s” (protecting the
tnnocent) apartment was a shock. It was
cleaner than myhouse -- and I'm really anal,
sothat’s saying something. There weren’t any
pictures of naked women on the walls or blood-
ied bats placed in inconspicuous corners. It was
Just an ordinary college apartment, with the ex-
ception of two wooden paddles adorned with
Greek letters and names hanging neatly on one
wall. Turtleman was studying for macroeco-
nomics. This was not what I imagined the lair
of Satan to look like.

My conversation with Turtleman was
pretty cool. Mostly, I asked hum a lot of ques-
tions concerning the treatment of women at frat
parties. Some of the answers he gave me were
really mteresting. For example, T asked hom if
what a girl wears to a party affects how guys
treat ber, expecting hum fo say soraething to the
efifect of gurls who dress like sluts are consid-

2. B eme -
ered resh mest,

Turtleman totally surprised me. He told me
girls who dress nice and look really good some-
times intimidate him and a few of his brothers.

“We’re just like regular guys; it’s hard to
walk up to an attractive girl and just start talk-
ing to her,” he said. He was such a sweetie; I
began to feel guilty about the stereotypical
mindset I brought into the interview.

While walking back to my mintvan -- if
youlaugh, you die-- I was thinking, “What the
hell is going on here?” This was not a fratemity
of dumpster-tipping homophobic assholes.
Obviously, not all fratemities are overflowing
with calfkilling pagans. How disappointing,

After coming to this rather boring conclu-
sion, I decided to spice up my life and narrow
my searchin order to find the elusive bad seeds.
So, I hit the streets -- or, more accurately, my
friends’ living room, to get the dirt on the sa-
tanic sect of the fraternity scene. OK, Inter-
view #2:

Me: Alright Nessa Kay, I know you’ve
been to a number of frat parties. Tell me the
worst experience you’ve ever had at one.

NK: A frat boy stuck his hand down my
pants while I was dancing.

Me: Ah, excuse me? A guy you didn’t
know stuck fus hand down your pants at a
party? Did he touch the flowermg jewel?

NK: No. His fingers weren’t in HER or
anything, but he was definitely touching pubss.
And 1t gets betier,

Me: Ohdotell

N When 1 furned around to sla;

because that seemed like a normal response to
a drunken stranger touching my magic king-
dom, he grabbed the beer I was holding and
quickly ran away.

Me: You’re kidding,

NK: Nope. He just did it to get my beer.
Oh, and he also grabbed my tit.

Well, considering this guy obviously had
balls, I’1l give him a big high five for imagina-
tion. But because he touched my friend and
got away with it, I'll just say this fratemnity, oh,
let’s call them the Bastard Fraternity, has at least
one small-dicked, unmannered, animalistic,
egotistical, over-sexed, anal raping, macho
bitch in their midst.

To rehash -~ I had a bitchin’ time at the
frat party I went to. The guys were amazingly
nice, and I didn’t feel minutely uncomfortable
at any time during the three hours I was there.
T highly recommend broadening your horizons,
ifyou haven’t already done so, and trying out
at least one frat party. Just be safe about it;
don’t get so completely bombed you can’t be
responsible for your actions. Also, go with a
group of friends ~ ain’tnothing wrong with that.

Needless to say, there are pricks i the
frat system who obviously have dilemmas with
therr dick stze, and (for the girls who don’t want
to be the guinea pig for the new and inieresting
beer-grabbing game plan) stay away from
frats you aren 't familiar with. Some of the
by faz, a step up from your average perveris,
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Esthero
Breath From Another
‘Work Records

review by | Jonathan Cannon

Initially, this review was to be for the Black Eyed Peas’
new release Bridging the Gaps. It's an amazing albumm, surpass-
ing therr debut Behind the Frontand very deserving of a praiseful
review: however, as I listened to the album in preparation to
write about it, I hit upon therr collaborative song “Weekends:”
with singer Esthero. The 100-watt idea bulb lit up. Her soft,
lilting voice brought back into my memory one of the most over-
looked album of the late *90s.

Breath From Anotherhit music stores in April 1998 and
didn’t generate much of a stir. It only produced one big single,
“Heaven Sent,” which still received pretty minimal airplay. The
album unltuckily dropped at the tail end of the trip-hop scene, a
pseudo-genre born in the United Kingdom.

Trip-hop emerged earlier in the ‘90s when some music en-
thusiasts found the London hip-hop scene to be somewhat lack-
ing. DJ-focal bands appeared, putting hip-hop beats along with
cerie electronica, guitar riffs and sometimes jazz or rock vocals.
Forall intents and purposes, it became Hip-Hop Lite, a gateway

Madonna “writes the body” --

TR

Ethero should be as successful as Morcheeb

drug to appeal to rock and techno fans. By the time the sound
had become a hit overseas, names like Massive Attack, The
Sneaker Pimps, DJ Shadow and Portishead began leaking out

4 into America. Here it was a craze, first in the underground scene

and before long smack into the mainstream. Acts like Bjork and
Morcheeba appeared; Bristol-native Tricky began remixing al-
most everyone’s songs. The fusion of hip-hop nto non-hip-hop
groups grew to absurd proportions (with Bush’s The Science of
Things and The Cardigans Gran Turismo as two prime ex-
amples).

Then, as usual, the trend wore out its welcome and trip-hop
faded mto the background.

Which left Breath From Anotherin its wake. And that’s a
shame, because Esthero’s debut 1s far superior to at least halfof
the trip-hop records produced in its time. Sonically, 1t should’ve
been a hit. The production work is astounding, as Minneapolis-
native DJ and producer Doc weaves tight hip-hop beats with
jazz and drum ‘n’ bass. Live keyboards, saxophones and guitars
mesh well with programmed cuts and scratches - a feat that
alternative rock groups have been struggling with for years now.

Esthero herself has a voice somewhere between Beth Gib-
bons from Portishead and Fiona Apple. Sometimes she croons
like a true jazz singer; on other songs she seems to be possessed

T

by the spirit of Bjork. Her voice carries a softness, but every
now and then it shows its capability to belt out those notes with
powerful range. And it fits the music perfectly, creating a dark,
sinister tone 6ne moment (as with the single “Heaven Sent”) and
a sad, retrospective tone the next (“That Girl”).

The album is sequenced incredibly well to boot; ifhalf the
songs take youto the dance club, the other half brmg you straight
to the calmer after-party. Songs like “Superheroes™ are simply at
the zenith of trip hop’s wasted potential, with strings, guitars,
sound effects and all kinds of layering and volume control I can’t
begin to describe.

Listening to the album now, I'm still surprised 1t fared so
poorly commercially. Breath From Anotherfar outdoes the ef-
forts of Tricky, Portishead and Morcheeba that surfaced that
year. This album isn’t just great for trip-hop; it’s great as a hip-
hop album, it’s great as an alternative rock album, 1t’s just a great
album.

As the album nears its close, I found a bit of solace as the
intro silence in track ten’s “Indigo Boy” breaks with Esthero’s
smooth voice:

“I am the last of your worshippers/I am the last of your
kind/I am the last of your followers/I have found my piece of
mind.”

Phishin’for agood show

but not as much as she used to

Madonna
Music
Maverick/
Time Warner.

review by | JJ Pionke

Madonna has come out with a new CD called
Musicon the Maverick record label. Not a bad CD
for the most part, music-wise that 1s. Itis only 10 songs,
which is kind of disappointing. However, once again
Madonna has reinvented herself by bringing n the Ger-
man techno scene. All of the songs have the edge of
techno music taking her far from those oldies but good-
ies like“Vogue” and “Like a Virgm.” While her music
does make a statemnent in and of itself, for instance the
song, “What It Feels Like fora Girl,” looks at what 1s
expected of women in social situations and by society.
Unfortunately, this particular album is not strong on the
Iyric side so what the audience should primarilybe m-
terested in is the dance and tonal qualities rather than
what Madonna is actually saying. «

“WhatIt Feels Like for a Girl” is a good example.
Thereare only 16 lines of lyrics outside of the refram.
While those 16 lines talk about the sexual appeal of
women and how often women repress their desires in
order to attract the attention of the opposite sex and to
fitin, it is damaging tothe psycheto be continually put-
ting one’s selfdown. That, in effect, women must be
silent in society or risk the consequences of being 0s-
tracized as a result.

Madonna goes further by having a dialogue at the
beginning of the song that is not listed as a part of the
lyrics. An unknown voice says to the effect “It’s OK
. (for a girl)to leok like a boy, but for a boy tolook like
a girl is degrading, ‘cause you think being a girl is de-
grading.” Madonna 1s ponting outto the population of
the world that women are often forced to do things
they don’t want to do so that they will conform to

society’s rules and attract the attention of amale who

will protect her.

e e

Madonna herself is not above this either. Back
inthe early80s and *90s Madorma was all about ferni-
nism. She showed off her body to make a statement
and it worked. People listened to her message of “look
at the system we are in.” Her taking of the exact op-
pasite side of an argument led public attention to many
issues a lot of people had beentrying to quietly ignore.

In many ways, Madonna has done a'lot for the
femmistmovement. Shecontinually brings attention to
tough issues through hermusic, videos and interviews.
However, it 1s easy to see the kind of backlash that is
coming through now. The best example1s that the CD
booklet has none of the lyrics to the songs and rather
is nothing more than a series of pictures of Madonna
1na cowgirl outfit with blond hair. One of the pictures
shows her laying in hay wearing her cowgirl costume
asleep. In this picture she looks likea little girl. The
reality 1s that Madonna is 42 years old. She 1s not as
young as she appears. It makes you wonder what she
has sacrificed personally for those good looks.

You have to admire her strength though. Here
she is, 42 and still kicking some serious butt in the
music business. Though her music continues to chal-
lenge us, she has taken the soft line. She no longer
shocks as mmchas she used to. Her Iyncs, while inter-
estingand in some cases strong, donot have the strengfh
they used to have. A lot of this has to do with her
giving into the wishes of society. She has grown her
hair out, is wearing clothes (rather than lingerie), has
two kids and seems tamer than ever before.

Bell hooks, a feminist theorist, says Madonna has
gone from feminism to patriarchy. I amnot sure  com-
pletely agree with that staternent. Madonna still has
the interest of women in mind even if she has a conflict
of interest by playing by the patriarchy’s rules. Her
songs proclaim “Tam woman and these are important
issues, but I also need to cater to some degree to the
patriarchy so that I am still popular.”

Helene Cixous, a French femimst theorist, says
women must “write the body,” that womenmust ex-

see MADONNA, page 12

review by | Cameron
Moore and Rachel Schulz

Once a year, the circus rolls into
town, and all the little kids beg their
parents to go see the clowns and el-
ephants. They spend weeks saving up
their allowance to play carnival games
and feast on cotton candy. Finally the
day arrives, and they are bombarded
with new sights, sounds and even a
little carny culture. And if they like the
circus enough, they will go the next
year and maybe the year after that as
well. It gets to the point where they
might as well be a part of the circus,
finding an act they can perform and
travelling with the circus wherever it
may go. LastMonday night, we went
to the circus for the first time -- in the
form of a Phish concert.

Wearrived at Sandstone Amphi-
theater just outside of Kansas City
about an hour before the show was
to start. We watched all the “little
kids” show up in their Lexuses and
Acuras, the majority of whom were
not the free-sprited hippies one might
expect, but were more of the white
suburbanite “neo-hippie” breed. We
were a litfle disapponted with the turn-
out, unaware of the camival awaiting
us in the parking lot on the other side
of the vene.

Sure, the bearded lady was a
bum selling pipe-cleaner sculptures
and recycled T-shirts and the cotton
candy tasted more like veggie
burritos, but the atmosphere was
pretty much the same. There were
plenty of dedicated hippies with
“acts,” selling food, beer, drugs and
personal belongings, just to make it

to the next show. The little kids
“0oooh’d” and “aaaaah’d” at the side
shows, gobbling up everything they
had to offer.

As the concert approached, the
Phish-heads made their way mnto the
venue. Full of cotton candy and LSD,
the kids excitedly hurried to the big
top to see their favorite jam band. We
found our way to the front of the lawn
for an unobstructed view of the stage.
The lights went down as the scent of
kind bud settled over the crowd. Out
walked four plamly dressed individu-
als, ready and willing to appease their
longtime fans and the first-timers like
us.

The band’s seemingly effortless
performance had the crowd grooving
from the moment lead singer Trey
Anastasio’s pick struck his guitar. Ac-
companying the mellow jams, which
were primarily selections from their
new album, Farmhouse, was a light-
ing display thatwas a show mitself. A
rainbow of psychedelic colors and
patterns illuminated both the band and
the crowd, creating an atmosphere that
pleased all the senses.

The band filled two full sets with
auditory delights, which were mter-
rupted only by an intermission. After
the second set, Phish performed
“Driver” for their encore, followed by
a reprise of “Tweezer” to fimish the
show,

We filed out of the amphitheater
into the lot of vendors and grabbed
some homemade eats before hitting the -
road. We all left satisfied, each hop-
ing thatmaybe next year the circus will
stop 1n our town.
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Un-idiotic student senators signify nothing

opinion by | Matthew Webber

I’m writing this opinion on Sept. 24. I’'m writing
before the Student Senate “W” forum. I’'m writing be-
fore their human “W” on the quad. I’m writing before
the Faculty Senate meeting at which they might vote to
place a “W” on our transcnipts. I’m writing it now, be-
fore I know the outcome, before I know if everyone
who signed the Student Senate petition will “reconsider
completing [their] education at Truman” or not.

I can wrnite my piece now because I know my opin-
1on won’t change. Sorry to my friends on Student Sen-
ate, but I don’t disagree with the “W” policy. In fact,
you could say I actually support it.

1l pause now so every student senator can catch
hus/her breath.

Now I can continue.

Until the last issue of The Monitor, 1 agreed with
Student Senate. No “W?”: good. “W”: bad. But then
something happened: Iinterviewed faculty senators for
a news story about the controversy. And when I heard
their reasons, their reasons made sense.

When I was actually allowed to hear something
about the “W” from someone who wasn’t a student sena-
tor, the “W” policy didn’t sound unreasonable at all. It
sounded fair. It sounded in line with what other schools
are domg,.

And Student Senate’s ant1-“W” propaganda be-
gan to sound like 1t was full of sound and fury, sig-
nifymg nothing,

(1 left out the “tale told by an 1diot” part of the
quotation on purpose. The student senators proved
themselves too politically savvy for that. After all,
they not only assumed an entire student body’s
opinion without ever polling it but then they rem-
forced the assumed opmion by making sure it was
the only one that was ever allowed to be heard.
That’s very un-1diot-like if you ask me. It’s actu-
ally pretty damn smart.)

Wanting to be good journalists, Rachel Schulz
and I made our article in the last issue of The
Monitor as objective as possible. Sure, we had
our bias, but we submerged it as much as any jour-
nalist can. We were scared 1t would show by how
we ordered our story. We thought 1t would be ob-
vious by the quotes we included. We hoped 1t
stayed hidden, like any good bias should.

But this is an opmion.

I could repeat Faculty Senate’s arguments and
try to convince everyone how reasonable they re-
ally are. But many people obviously disagree with
them. (I hate how Student Senate assumed [ would
disagree, t00.)

I just want the readers of The Monitor to
know there’s at least one student who sees the fair-
ness of the “W.” Actually, there’s at least two, be-
cause after seemng the exact same 1nformation,
Rachel Schulz came to the exact same conclusion.

“W”: not that bad. No “W”: a Student Senate
propaganda machine.

Besides actually hearing the other side of the

story and forming my own opinion, I now have a per-
sonal reason to support the “W” policy as well: Had
this policy been in effect two weeks ago, I would still
be on the pre-MAE track like I probably should. And I
wouldn’t be so scared about what I will do after gradu-
ation.

In a strange twist of fate more ironic to me than
any lyric Alanis Morissette ever sang, I décided to drop
the final education class of the pre-MAE sequence on
the very same day I fimshed writing the “W” story. Be-
fore I wrote the story, [ hadn’t thought seriously about
dropping the class. Wnting the story definitely planted
the 1dea in my head.

I probably should have dropped the class earlier in
the semester when I first began to doubt my commit-
ment to the education program. Or else I should have
stayed 1n the class and kept the MAE program as an
after-graduation option.

Instead, I worried about the class for way too long.
And I dropped the class after four weeks, just because
Icould And no graduate school will ever know.

And if that doesn’t make me, a Truman State Uni-
versity student, guilty of something, I don’t know what
does. I don’t feel like I have too much academic integ-
rity right now.

photo by Racﬁel Shuilz

Students form a “W” on the quad last
Wednesday.

At the Sept. 28 Faculty Senate
meeting:
-13 students spoke against the “W" proposal

-Student Senate presented a petition with 1157
student signatures ’

-Faculty Senate voted 1 against, 1 abstaining and
the restfor the proposal

POVERTY, from page 1
shrinking incomes, etc.), Kottenstette explamed how
the substances emerge as a soothing, almost sub-
lime agent, a restored capacity for serenity and joy.
He termed 1t “a vicious cycle” because “[the cost]
creates more poverty, destroys families, leaves chil-
dren m foster care and leads to stealing and vio-
lence.” As losses mount and proliferate, users are
then cast into unemployment and merely compound
already existing challenges. Kottenstette grimly
wamed of “the chain effect. It {drug abuse] sucks
everybody within striking distance of the user.”
Carolan believes that institutional remedies can-

not necessarily cure this concem or some of the
other, broader complants. “Government programs
cannot do the work,” she said. “The community
must take care of its own. There are enough people
with money i this area that if we all work together
we can make a difference.” She conceded that a
“cynical society” could be a powerful obstacle be-
cause “there has been somuch abuse.” Still, when-
ever anyone raises the question of whether appli-
cants for help at the CCC must prove their income
Carolan’s invanable line 1s “No, I don’t. Ileave that
up to God.”

Your words could fill

this space.

Write for The Monitor.




03 October 2000

Women view men as Billy Graham or Kid Rock

Sex as a Noun: The Masculine
Challenge Part2of 3 ’

feature by | John Halski

We live in a post-ferminist world. That doesn’t mean the
ferminist movement is over and done with, only that the effects
of femimism cannot easily be undone. It means all ofus living
today must cope with feminism as an ingrained part of our
culture. Feminism affects our interactions, our art, our poli-
tics. Everything! I’ve seen all things male mocked, demonized
and disregarded. I've had to question whether or not I can
make love without playing some domination game with the
crevice I enter. I’ve heard countless others moan in frustra-
tion, “I’m TIRED of saying ‘person-this” and ‘person-that.”
Why can’t we be firemen and policemen again?”

Consequently, those of us born with penises have found
ourselves at something of a crossroads. Of course, I can
hardly continue without acknowledging that the traditional role
of women en masse in the West has been at a permanent
crossroads, 1.¢. the eternal contradiction of the virgin-whore
expectation. (For those unfamiliar with the virgin-whore com-
plex, it explains the curiosity of Western culture by which
women are expected to abhor sex yet to surrender 1t to what-
ever cock happens by. Ths is justified either biologically, psy-
chologically, or even theologically depending on the mood of
the person doing the justification.) These expectations helped
necessitate the ferinist movement in the first place. In the
meantime, however, the rest of us face this ideology with a
ball and cham called patriarchy dragging behind us. I would
like to call what we men face the father-fucker complex, but
for decency’s sake, I'll refer to it as the Masculine Challenge.

1 contend that the culture makers amongst those with
penises (often known as men) have answered the Masculine
Challenge spurred by the Fernmist movement in two predomi-
nant ways. Obviously, in a culture of our size, there is a veri-
table rainbow spectrum of diversity in our cultural expression.
Yet two genres have gained more attention from the main-
stream than the rest.

On the one hand, we have the fathers, the Promise Keep-
ers, the Billy Grahams, etc. Rooted in tradition, they conse-
quently catch the ire and suspicion of the contemporaries.
They irmitate us by reminding us of what they consider to be
the flaws of Western culture. They worry us by basing these

value judgments on principles sodisdained by this post-femi-
nist culture.

On the other hand, we have the fuckers, the Man Show, '

Maxam, Kid Rock. Rooted in shallower traditions, this side
glorifies those stereotypes of the chauvinistic pig. Not to be
mistaken for genuine satire, though you might argue that they
walk the fine line. As satire, it’s too widespread, too main-
stream now. It’s difficult to criticize or mock the populous
whenyou are the populous. These beer drinking, responsibil-
ity shirking, feminist bashing “heroes” of today’s prepubes-
cent male have taken advantage of the Masculine Challenge
to offer an alternative to the Promise Keeper that doesn’t so
much answer the challenge as it does revel in the dirt of the
conflict.

Between the two, these men are encouraging two in-
tensely narrow stereotypes to fit into. And, much like the pro-
verbial virgin and whore, neither constitutes a reasonable or
an entirely healthy hfestyle.

Let’s consider what the two have in common: Both rely
on traditional views of masculinity. Though this 1s not bad in-
and-of-itself, it necessarily relies on the forces and tides of
history and all its trappings to decide our identity today. It
demands that priority go towards whatever makes a man a
MAN in our behavior. To give just a mild example, time and
money will go towards “medical” pursuits as hair growth and
penile virility. Just as a woman without shaved legs cannot live
as a genuine Woman, nor can a bald, impotent man really live
as a genume Man.

To give a harsher example, this same tradition will call
for therejection of any and all homosexuality. Promise Keep-
ers founder Bill McCartney has referred to1t as “an abomina-
tion of Almighty God.” Consequently, fathers will feel righ-
teous in kicking out their gay children onto the streets or lead-
mg them to psychological treatment, which often involved shock
therapy. [Note: This 1s not speculation. Anecdotal and statis-
tical evidence is available upon request.] The bad boys out

there will in turn mock, beat and evenkill these deviants for

‘betraying the sacred tradition of masculinity we cling to in our
post-femimst confusion. Straight from Eminem’s “Criminal”:
‘My words are like a dagger with a jagged edge/That’ll stab
you in the head/whether you're a fag or lez/Or the homosex,
hermaph or a trans-a-vest/Pants or dress -- hate fags? The

answer’s ‘yes’”

What ought to be apparent now is howundeniably linked
these two movements are. Neither side can genumely criticize
the other. They should both know they have a common ori-
gin. The Feminist movement has kicked in the knees of the
patriarchy and now we all must struggie to find our footing
again. Our generation perhaps more than any other faces this
challenge canght in the wake of the radicalism of the ‘60s and
“70s. Like a child taught math in base 6, those of us with
penises have a patriarchal hard wiring though we’re expected
to work with post-feminist software. Things seldom add up
forus.

I’d like tomake a suggestion now for a possible escape.
Aside from many rational, well thought-out arguments that
have come from the feminist movement, some wonderfully
absurd characters have arisen as well. I'm not even talking
about your hippie granola folk singers or diesel dykes. I'm
talking about the ultimate in male-bashing femi-nazis, Hot-
head Paison-Lesbian Terrorist. I'll go out on limb here and
guess that most of you have never heard of her. She 1s, in
short, the culmination of all a woman was not supposed to be
in her life, a castrating, uncontrolled, improper, uncompro-
mising, self-nighteous butch bitch.

(She also has the most adorable cat ever penned in a
comic, but that’s besides the point-please no pussy jokes.)

I’'m no artist, so I'm calling out to those so inclined to
make for mainstream males our own Secure Stan-Shameless
Domestic. Yes, he would cook and take care of the kids.
He’d compete i sports without demanding victory, only en-
joyment. He’d refuse to let his penis decide his identity, nor
1gnore it whenever 1t acts unexpectedly. Masculinity could wear

- a skirt if it were more comfortable and respect the choices

other men make as well. He’d listen to Ani Difranco without
cringing and read Mary Daly with an open mind (even ifhe
later disagrees).

For our friend Stan, sex could no longer be a noun, no
longer the final judge and jury of his behavior. He couldbe a
father without “knowing best,” he could fornicate without
fucking. If his ways catch o, if we all find our footing in the
post-feminist world, maybe one day even the lesbian terror-
1sts will support the pems-born without feeling like sell-outs,
and we’ll lose the ball and chamn.

MADONNA, from page 10

press themselves and have their voices heard.
Madomna does this. Her voice is heard, perhaps
more than others are.

However, to get where she is now she has
had to give into certain patriarchal pomts of view.
Her music video for the song “Music” is nothing
more than her nding around with female friends

all pimped out, going to strip clubs and putting -

dollar bills in female strippers g-strings. How
much more male patriarchal fantastical can you

get than that? Come on, woman on woman ac-
tion? An image of a woman as a whore and lov-

ing it? These images are made specifically to at- .

tract the male audience.

While Madonna has made great strides for
women, she seems to be caught up in the idea
that she must satisfy the patriarchy in order to
survive, when in reality she could probably sur-
vivejust as well on her own.

By this pomt you may be wondering what is
it amtrying to say. Well, for the most part, I am

saying that Madonna’s music is still good. Her
newest offering 1s worthy of attention, and for one
who likes techno, I found the music to be quite
pleasmg,

Her music still speaks tome, but not nearly
as much as it used to. I find myself totally dis-
gusted with the CD booklet and the music video.
Madonna 1s no longer making a statement about
much of anything; she is following the rules of so-
ciety, even if she does bend them slightly every
now and then with lynical content.

She still is a force in the media and will con-
tinue to be a force for many years to come; yet
the power she once had as a bold leader for
women is gone. I enjoy hermusic, buthave come
to ignore the rest of who she is simply because
she has become a broken record of what men
want.

If you would like to read her lyrics you can
find them  online at  Aup:/
www.madonnamusic.com.

Wanted: 6th
Backstreet Boy

Must be able to
sing, dance, look
cute, know
Michael Fredo’s
lyrics and

answer to the
name of Tommy
Paimier
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Professor offers
needed variety

feature by | JJ Pionke

A couple of weeks ago Doug Steward and
I sat down and had a sertous conversation about
sexual ortentation and the Truman campus. Doug
15 a one-year contract English professor. He 1s
also gay.

Doug is a great guy. I really mean that, There
are some people I have mterviewed and came
away with nothing more than the answers to my
questions (and sometimes not even that). Doug
though, really has a connection to Trumanand to
students. Doug graduated from Truman n 1992
witha B.A. in English and aminor mFrench. He
hasa Ph.D. from KU in English. Doug 1s also the
Secretary for the MLA Gay Caucus. Atthe mo-
ment Doug and hus partner Jeff are travelling
where the work takes them.

One bad thing for Doug and Jeff'1s that be-
cause they are not legally marmed, they do not
get the same msurance benefits that a married
couple gets. Also, for Jeff, there 1s simply not
much work as a sign-language interpreter. Aside
from the negatives, Doug and Jeff enjoy being
here and so far have not run into any discrimina-
tion other than being ignored by a few people.

Since there aren’t that many openly gay pro-
fessors here at Truman, I wanted to askhim about
it. He feels that while he does not hide his sexual
orientation, he does not flauntit either. “Tamnot
that kind of professor that makes it [homosexu-
ality] an explicit discussion inclass,” he said. “But
Idon’t hude 1t, if they want to know it 15 not hard
tofindout.”

He said some of his students may not want
to know;, or care to know, but for the most part
he felt he bad not had any negative experiences
with his students. He felt that faculty and staff
warmly welcomed him and that they are very sup-
portive and fun, perhaps more so then most
people see.

We went on to talk about the differences at
Truman between his time here as an undergrad
and now. One of the big things he has noticed is
there are gay people here! When he was a stu-
dent there were no openly gay students much less
a group of them, like Prism. “The student body
seems to be much more comfortable being out,”
he said. “As a student here I was notout n class
and don’t have a recollection of anyone else be-
ing out either.” For the most part he felt the
changes have been for the better and that every-
dayheis finding something new thathas changed.

Inending, Doug said, “If there are any gay
students out there that would like to talk tome,
they are free to come during my office hours. Also,
Iwould be interested in hearing about any work
that is being done by students on gay and gender
1ssues, not totell them what to do, but rather just
so that T know what kind of research 1s being
done hereon campus.”

Doug is a cool guy and is someone you
should know. Not just because he1s a good pro-
fessor and an alumni of Truman, but because he
1s genumely one of those people whomakes your
lifejust a little better for having known him.

Ifyou have an interest m gender and sexual-
ity issues, Doug was lucky enough to get Eng,
395 Representations of Gender and Sexuality for
next semester. Itis only offered every other year,
sohere’s your chance, juniors and seniors! Doug
is very excited to be teaching it and is looking
forward to the challenge. If youhave an mterest

in genderand sexuality issues definitely signup. = [ X

Tt should be a good class with a great teacher!

My flight
with Nader

feature by | Ed Jenkins

1 probably would not have realized 1
was on a plane with Ralph Nader if I had
not purchased newspapers with a girl with
whom [ was traveling,

On June 23, I stood among a mass of
people in Lambert International airport m St.
Louws eager to return home after two weeks
in Spain. It was my final flight in a senes of
four from Malaga to Kansas City. A couple
of guys in front of me began to point at and
whisper about a tall, well-groomed man in
an expensive suit who stood with two assis-
tants of some sort near the window. He
looked familiar. “Perhaps a Missouri sena-
tor,” I thought.

The line finally moved and I obtained
my seat in the back of the plane. We couldn’t
leave yet, however, because the flight was
overbooked and two people needed to for-
feit their seats in exchange for two roundtrip
tickets to anywhere in the contiental United
States. A couple of suckers accepted, and
one of their bodies was replaced by that of
the tall, distinguished gentleman. He sat two
rows in front of me and two seats to the left.

During the flight, I saw exactly two other
people recognize the man. I still hadn’t fig~
ured it out, but I didn’t care. I was just going
to read the USA Todayuntil I got home. I
don’t like USA Today, but at the airport
had one quarter of my own and one I bor-

rowed from a gir] with whom I'was traveling. I
was going to use it to get some artsy newspa-
per, but there was only one left in the machine,
and I decided I could pay 50 cents and take
two USA Today’s so I could give one to the
gir]l who had lent me the quarter.

So I read the paper. | was going to just
read the sports and entertainment sections, but
on a whimI decided to actually look at the inte-
rior of the front page -~ world news, politics,
George W. Bush the cokehead. I turned the
page, looked down and sawa jewel-case-sized
picture of the guy sitting two seats, as the crow
flies, from me at that moment. Right above it I
thenread a big bold headline that said “Nader”

does something.

“Holy crap,” [ turned to the girl next
tome, “that’s Ralph Nader!”

She asked me to point im out, and I
did. Then she asked who Ralph Nader was.
Iexplained he was a presidential candidate.
“Like the president of the United States?”

“No, of Narma.”

I didn’t have anything to say tohum so
I just sat back and watched him. He drank
grapeftuit juice. As he was leaving, I took
out a one-time use camera and snapped a
flashless picture of him standing in the aisle.
Ididn’t need anything more. I was content
with being able to add him to the list.

$26, from page 6

extremely close todelegates, but were forced out by
concussion grenades, tear gas and heavy physical
violence by the police. Peaceful blockades remamed
around the Castleuntil the early evening, despite sev-
eral attemipts by iotpolice, one involving a tank,, to
break them.

Thatevening, asdelegates wereevacuated from
the building toOpera Square for the night’s activities,
the demonstrators werealso heading towards Op-
era Square, where more than 3,000 others were al-
readywaitmg, Massarrests had begun, butthe dem-
onstrators were notready to stop. Theyellow group
stilt held the bridge, theactivities in Opera Square

had to be cancelled, metro stations were occupied
and shutdown, and confrontations with police con-
tinued well past 11 pm.

Atnoon Wednesday, activists again gathered
inNamesti Miru square, this trme with the intent to
march on the jails where those arrested on Tuesday
were bemg held. Police, reportedly armed with
chemical weapons, managed to surround the activ-
ists before they were able to march. Eventually, the
'marchers, still contained by the police, were allowed
tohead towards the jails.

The purpose of the march was tomonitor the
conditions of the prisoners, who were allowed no
access tophones ot lawyers. Those released reported

extreme brutality inside the prisons. Pnsoners have
been gassed, beaten, tied and sexually harassed.
These reports were confirmed late Wednesday

At6:05 pm., wordreached the protestors that
the meetings for Thursday had been cancelled. The
IMF announcedthey were closing earty because therr
meetings had already finished.

Word spread rapidly and celebratory gather-
ngs werecalledfor thatevening at the Charles Bridge
andOld Town Square. Despite beavy police pres-
ence, demonstrators celebrated the success of 526
throughout the night. The activists continue to de-
mand the release of those m prison.

Don't Be Afraid...

i)\ s

by Ryan Ruffati




feature by | Joe Rothermich

Everyone is taking advantage
of the Sydney Olympics; including
prostitutes and local brothels.
Reuters news wire reported that
prostitutes in Sydney are offering
“Sprints! Relays! and Marathons!”
to customers, in true Olympic
spirit. One brothe! in the area has
a running newspaper ad claiming
to have “gold medal specialists” to
entertain customers. A brothel near
the Olympic Homebush Bay venue
states: “Go for the gold! We always
go the distance.” Many brotheis
boast that they offer “gold medal
services.”

Geoff Marsland, a café owner
in Wellington, New Zealand has a
new weapon against noisy
neighbors: a 64-minute CD of
lawnmower noise. “If your
neighbors have a party Saturday
night fairly late, what you do is you
get up at seven o’clock in the
morning, put the hour of
lawnmowing sound on and go out
to a cafe” he said. According to
Reuters, the CD contains general
lawnmower sounds with a few

features that include stones hitting
the blade and emptying the catcher.
Local retailers have bought 80
percent of the 5,000 CDs. The album
is Marsland’s second. His first
album, Urban Assault, contained
noises of car alarms, revving
motorcycles and three minutes of
a baby crying.

Flying fruit can be added to the
dangers of highway driving. A trio
of monkeys was spotted throwing
bananas and crabapples on an
interstate in east Virginia. Last
Sunday, drivers along Interstate 95
were startled after their windshields
were pelted with bananas. Virginia
state trooper Mike Scott became
aware of the monkeys after
encountering a woman on the side
of the highway with smeared banana
on her rear window. A mile south
on 1-95 trooper Scott found two more
cars on the shoulder, along with a
small crowd trying to spot the

monkeys in the trees, according to

a Reuters wire report. Scott and
another state trooper chased the
monkeys through the woods only to
lose them in the underbrush.
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| Eddie’s Books
& Comics

Don't be taken, shop around!

Kirksville's largest
paperback bookstore!

New items every week!

THE Goed Life
Xt crunchies
and Comrx

The Smoke Shop in Eddle’s
The heartland’s best selection of
custom cigars, tobacco, smoking
herbs, contemporary pipes,
gentleman’s accessories, color
changing glass

Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! Cheap

NoT DISTURGEERT
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The Gnomes of Zurich Rock Shop
No frills
Just cheap deals

NOT ON THE SQUARE AND GLAD!
Located at the corner of JEFFERSON and
FRANKLIN Sts. in the historic Miller Bldg.
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Aries (March 21-April 20): When
traveling to Moberiy after hours, be sure to
have your ID. 24-hour porn shop is C-P-E-N.

Taurus (April 21-May 22): Look to the
horse and dog for happiness. Beware of the
monkey. ’

Gemini (May 23-June 21): You are soon
to malke millions. All you have to do is go
public with the fighter cozy attachment you
designed. Go for it, dude.

Cancer (June 22-July 24): Wotried
about mid-terms? Relax with those two magic
words: snatch patch.

Leo (July 25-August 23): Keep in mind
that joycam pictures may take half the time
of regular pictures, but theyTe also half the
size. You decide.

Virgo (August 24-September 23): Don't
get too lonely studying in your dorm room.
Tune into Blue’'s Clues. Steveis always there
for you.

Libra (September 2¢-Oclober 23): Find

Lt the

stans be your
uide!

out who is your real friend this month... It's
the one who buys you the Air Supply
Christmas CD for your birthday.

Scorpio (October 24-November 22):
Recipe for a wild evening: ene hand, one
highlighier, one blacklight. Go crazy.

Sagittarius (November 23-December
21): | know the urge to spend all your money
on Boston CDs is overwheiming, but you'd
better wait to maka sure your scholarship is
going to hold up next semester, Big Spender.

Capricorn (December 22~January 20):
You need to get those free audience tickets
to The Jerry Springer Show. People are
counting on you.

Aquarius (January 21-February 19):
Your best bet with a spotted eel is to stay
calm and try not to provoke the eel.

Pisces (February 20-March 20): Stop
going to bed so early. You should be out
partying. At least give it the old college try,
buddy.
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This week’s art was displayed at the Tom Thumb Gallery September
29. Students, Faculty and even visitors from other cities came to the
opening. Combined with traditional visual art the gallery presented other
aspects as well: guest speaker Jacob Kraus, from St. Louis, described his
vision of the future, visitors were given cans of spray paint to decorate the
gallery property and a multimedia performance by sophomore David Capps
caught guest’s attention. The gallery plans to have a second exhibition later
this semester. For more information e-mail: Tomthumbgallery@yahoo.com.

(Left)
John Klaas’ Girlfriend
Untitled
Silver Gelatin Print
Jim Jereb
“Mina Tory”
Monotype
Erin Hucke
“Rabbit in an Elevator”

Qil on(Wood Panel

Mimi Kato
“Self Portrait”
Oil Pastel on Paper
Kjell Hahn
“Study of Male Nude with
| Scythe”
Jimmy Kuehnle Inkwash on Paper
“Holytoteetoe”
Charcoal and Gesso on Paper

Jay Lansford |
“Shoes Suffering from Fashion”
Silver Gelatin Print
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The Infinite Lightness

Dust, in its infinite lightness, -
can double the weight of a mattress in ten years.

“You stand at the foot of the bed. The sheet, a

- blue canopy,

‘hovers and rests a moment on dust or air, inertia,
the energy of its own rise before it falls.

‘Physics tells you a feather will fall at the same
-speed as a brick,

but the sheet wafts down unevenly, rests and
~ settles,

wrinkled on the bed for you to straighten.

You can think of these things, physics and welght,
ten years of accumulated dust,

the cleaning and the straightening and the crawling
into bed,

Or remember how the breeze lifts the curtains,
and the sun catches dust in a stream of light,
while you stand, arms raised, attached to the sheet

that billows out before you in the air.

—Jennifer Hatala

Haunting Images

The only dreams | remember

are the ones about my mother,
but they all have a red screen

d Quandaryg

Why must we begin with, “Therg once was...”?
Tradition? Or artsy? Or just ‘causg?

Is ong & trug duncg,

To begin, “Therg was oneg...”?
Mast we all do what gvgrgong elsg dogs?

—Rick lsimg

so | don’t know if they're really dreams.

Last night she lived in my dorm.

She paraded me like a pony.

Then she said, ‘1 Love You, Orlando,”
because the blinds were still down.

“You're my baby.”

| ain’t no fuckin’ baby!

Get out of here if you can't
see me after sunrise!

You tire mark my mind
like mental road kill.

—Orlando L. Williams

Anatomy Lesson

Poorly-endowed young Jeff Jeffrens
Asked plastic surgeon, Dr. Keferens,
“With a new ‘bat and ball’,
Will the girls tell at all?”
Doc said, ‘Surely they’ll see a vas deferens.”

Pagcs voe

whom Will | Love

Who will be there
When! come home tired
‘What will greet me
When! come through the door
- Will] fix dinner aione
“Whentamold
- Where willmylove go
When!gotobeddesolate

—fkela 5. Cooper

—Rick Lime
The Cave Socks
Soft grays seem light Guys think of only one thing:
so deep | sit Socks.

My pedestal of stone

carved by sweet water
Lightly brushing the sides of it
Asi

Girls want their socks to be perfect,
but guys don't ever care if their match.

dewed If it fits his foot and feels comfortable,
stretch to find my perfect fit then a guy is happy.
My senses unused
as | strain fo hear — Ed Jenkins

Words within the silence
to move me
One whisper from two true lips borne into air
Contemplating
could a set of foot falls
find me here
One necessary shadow splays
leaping about figurines
Weeping water
that brushes them softly formless
Wary of passing eternity
lam
Freed
by you finding me

-—Rachel Christmas
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