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The last of three presidential debates be-
m Vice President Al Gore and Texas Gov.
W. Bush captured the nation’s attention
Tuesday at Washington University.

The candidates tried to win voters in a tight
inwhich a recent Gallup poll places Bush at
wrcent and Gore at 42 percent, with a4 per-
jimargin of error. Not participating in the de-
:was Green Party candidate Ralph Nader,
h4 percent in the polls.

Nader spoke to over 200 people in a small
aound 6 p.m. down the street from the ath-
complex where the debates were held later
inight. One of the focuses of his speech was
4§ bsence from the debates.

1 Nader claimed that two-thirds of the Ameri-
& people wanted to see a four-way debate
ich included also Pat Buchanan, but the cur-
yldebate commission, a private corporation run
fie Democratic and Republican parties, re-

“They made a mistake in 92, by thexr sight,
Iet Ross Perot in,” Nader said. “And Ross
of course surged in the polls and the Re-
ficans and Democrats never again were go-
fo let a third party candidate in any of the
bates.”
At the University of Massachusetts Bos-
10ct. 3, Nader had a ticket to attend the view-
room of the first debate, but was prevented
entering by a representative of the debate
L nmission and three state troopers. Nader re-
ned and was refused again, stating, “This time
nhave excluded the wrong guy.”
On Oct. 5 Nader sent a letter to the co-
irmen of the Commission on Presidential De-
asking for a written apology and a $25,000
utribution to the Appleseed Center for Elec-
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Bbh Nader speaks to 200 supporters in St. Louis.

ader speaks outside debate .

toral Reform at Harvard Law School. He added
that if those conditions were not met, he would
pursue legal actions. The commission has not
apologized, and Nader is going to see them in
court afier the elections.

“After the election is over we are going to
start a people’s debate commission and end the
tyranny of this broken debate commission once

-and for all,” Nader said.

In addition to his exclusion from the debates,
Nader discussed his views on the influence of
corporations on the candidates.

“Jg*s extremism for corporations to corrupt,
buy and rent our politicians,” Nader said. “It’s

"not extremism for a new political movement to

demand public financing of all public elections.”

Nader brought attention to similarities of the
two candidates. “When it comes to corporate
power, my friends, the only difference between
Al Gore and George W. Bush is the velocity with
which their kaees hit the floor when corpora-
tions knock on their door,” Nader said. In the
second debate Gore and Bush brought attention
to some of their agreements. “Jim Lehrer was
begging them, saying please, tell the people
watching the differences,” Nader said.

He also targeted his arguments more spe-
cifically to the particular candidates and got tre-
mendous cheers from the crowd every time.

“George W. Bush is really a giant corpora-
tion running for office disguised as a human be-
ing,” he said.

He also felt that Gore was not upholding
his environmental promises.

“He [Gore] has surrendered in one areaafter
another for eight years,” Nader said. “He’s sur-
rendered to the nuclear industry, to the biotech
industry, to the pesticide industry.”

See NADER, page 6

afford doctors,

feature by | Derek Speliman

The landscape around the Christian Com-
munity Clinic can seem unspectacular and ordi-
nary. Beyond the browsed pastures of the fore-
ground, the shaded lawns lie still. In the neigh-
boring homes, a tint of weathered brick nises out
of the countryside, and in the distance one can
see smoke rising away from the land like ahymn,
remote in time and far away.

“We have helped about 1000 patients so far,”
Karen Carolan, director of Christian Community
Clinic (CCC), said. In Adair County nearly 18
percent of the population lives in an underworld
of poverty. The CCC relieves some of the bur-
dens of that poverty by fumishing medical ser-
vices for low-income families. Carolan bas pre-
sided over the hectic outpost for eight years.

“Most of our clients are working poor,”
Carolan said. “Some people, when they get
through paying their bills for the month, don’t
have enough money left over for medical care.”

“Ve had one guy in his mid 60s come I
here and his blood pressure was sky high,” she
said. “We told him to go to the emergency room.
He looked at us and said, ‘Nope. If you can’t
help me, then 'l go home and dic. I don’t want
an emergency room bill that I can’t pay for.””

Carolan said many of Adair County’s work-
ing poor “don’t get medical care unless they go
to a free clinic or to a clinic that charges on a

sliding scale fee.” For those without medical care,
life can amount to a form of torment that is alien
to everyday experience. While on the job, rep-
efition, exhaustion and fatigue have to be endured
cheerfully and continuously. Afterwards, sleep
can be elusive. Some are in the depths of clinical
depression. Others are afflicted with hyperten-
sion, asthma, colds, flus, diabetes, Tower back pain
and even cardiovascular disease or cancer.

Pat Selby, an officer at Retirement Services
Volunteer Program (RSVP), expressed a grow-
ing alarm over the shortage of local insurance
providers. Despite their towering stature in met-
ropolitan areas, she said, corporations and msur-
ance providers cast a dim shadow across rural
communities.

] ook around,” she said, “do you see any-

corporations here? How many companies give
health insurance? Most [local] employets do not
offer prescription drug benefits. AndIdon’t think
people with health insurance realize just how
expensive prescription drugs can be.”

Paul Walker, a Wal-Mart pharmacist, cast

light on the quality and costof’ prescription drugs.  but it’s part of the system.”
= N T S
The Monitor debates Radiohead explores
the presidential paranoia, ambience.
candidates.
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Review, page 10.

' Adair County’s poor cannot

prescriptions

“The big difference in the price of drugs
today is in your choice of brand name or generic,”
he said. “There is no secret to the formula of the
[pame-brand] drug, so you can get the generic
when it becomes available by the FDA for any-
where from 20 percent to 60 percent off the
{name-brand] manufacturer’s price.”

Yet name-brand manufacturer’s can still re-
tain decisive power and influence over the mar-
ket. Walker said “generic drugs come out about
seven to eight years after the name brand.” He
said “some [name brand companies] will put out
another product with a different name but with
the exact same formula, so sometimes they [ge-
neric companies] can’t copy it.”

Walker conceded that while pharmaceuti-
cals can be conceived as a commercial venture
“they [drug companies] do put a Jot of money
into research. That’s why the price is so high.”

Restrictions on government disability ben-
efits can also play a potent part in the cost of
prescription drugs. Many laws shaped to govern
the course of such benefits are strict. In terms
of Social Security Disability Benefits, for instance,
487 percent of last year’s applicants were turned
back.

Lois Counts, a 52-year-old grandmother of
two, is keenly aware of such a context.

“T’ve been trying to get benefits for two
years,” she said. “T’'ve had cardiovascular dis-
case, asthma, high blood pressure, arthnitis in my
knees and persistent anxiety disorder. I think they
[govemment officials] try very hard to help out,
‘but there are more disabled people out there than
they know.”

One argument put forth is that the system
would buckle under expanded relief rolls.

Dr. Jan Corbett, a volunteer physician at
the CCC, grimly warned, “for some, disability can
become. a way of life.”

In speaking about Medicaid, she said the .
government “is very hesitant to unnecessarily
label a person as disabled. 1 mean, it’s a big re-
sponsibility to put someone m the care of the
state.”

Corbett recalled that “in the 1980s, practi-
cally all you needed was a note from your doctor
to get disability benefits. The abuse was terrible.”
She said the government has tightened its grip
over disability benefits so as to help eliminate this
disproportion and excess.

“Unfortunately,” she said, “a number of le-
gitimate cases get turned down. It’s a tough call,
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be edited for length.

Got something to say? Write a letter to The Monitor.
Letters must be typed and signed to be
considered for publication. Send complaints or
praise to the Monitor mailbox inthe CAQOC oore-
mail us at monitortrm@hotmail.com. Letters may

' Faculty Senate doesn’t

~care about students

, On Oct. 3, The Monitor published an opin-
_jon by Maithew Webber, regarding the recently-
passed “W” proposal.

Let me first say that despite the fact that 1
L was involved in Student Senate’s opposition to the
“W>> proposal, 'm not entirely upset by the fact
| that it was passed. I don’t drop classes that often,
so it won’t affect me much.

What did upset me was the apparent disin-
terest of Faculty Senate in responding to the con-
cerns lodged by the student body. T don’t mean to
imply that consideration wasn’t given, because I
don’t know. What I am saying is that they didn’t
make it clear to the students that they heard us, or
that what we said made any impact at &l I feet
like we’ve spent the last month shouting at a brick
wall.

What I want to know 1s, if the claims of the
Student Senate were so off base and so full of
“propaganda” as Webber called it, then why didn’t
Faculty Senate say anything about 1t? Why didn’t
they send out letters or hold forums that explamed
exactly what the proposal meant and why they
wanted to do it? Shouldn’t the Umversity want to
make sure that the students understand and have
accurate information about policy changes that will
directly affect them?

Webber wrote Student Senate was “damn

smart” because they made sure their opinion was |

the only one heard. Rachel Schulz, a colleaguc of
Webber’s, wrote in her own opinion, “Sure, they
[Student Senate] do not have any real power ex-
cept for that of suggestion.” What I'm wondering
is, with only the power of suggestion at their dis-
posal, how would Student Senate go about prohib-
iting the administration from offering an explana-
tion?

The only conclusion I can reach 1s that Fac-
ulty Senate didn’t care. They certainly didn’t need
our votes to pass it, so why bother listening to our
opinions or explaining what it means? That’s what
disturbed me the most. Every month or so, I re-
ceive an invoice from McClain Hall telling me to
send them money. 'm a paying customer here. 1

give them money in exchange for an education.
So why don’t I have a say when the administra-
tion decides to change ther policy, changes that
directly affect me and my ability to get an educa-
tion at this institution?

T’m not a member of Student Senate, but as
president of Ryle Hall Senate, I work with alot of
people who are. I know how hard they work and
how frustrating it is for them to try to be the voice
of the students with an administration that seems
unwilling to hear them. Webber’s article made Stu-
dent Senate sound like an organization that had
nothing better to do than stir up trouble about noth-
ing. Having spent a fair amount of time Working
on proposals and resolutions and discussions re-
garding this policy with members of Student Sen-
ate, I can tell you firsthand that the pnimary wnter-
est of those senators was to protect the inferests
of the students.

Tt seems to me that Faculty Senate and per-
haps the University as a whole has forgotten the
reason why they are here and what their purpose
is. Faculty Senate, because it is comprised of pro-
fessors, has a duty to serve the students who at-
tend this school, to teach them and to act in their
best interests in matters of policy and administra-
tion. When the faculty appears so indifferent to
the opinion of the students, whatever that opmion
may be, then Faculty Senate 1s failing to do its job.
If the student body was unable to obtain complete

-and accurate information to form their own opin-

jons, the fault lies m the lack of desire on the part
of Faculty Senate and the administration, not Stu-
deni Senate.

Lisa Schroeder

Abortion pill makes murder

easier to swallow

Early one morning last month, over a pipmg
hot cup of Sodexho coffee, I was dismayed toread
in the newspaper that the FDA had approved the
infamous RU-486 abortion pill. '

Initially I was shocked, but I suppose that it
is the next logical step for our society to take. Like
any other abominable act, abortion is easiest to

accept when we are not forced to confront 1ts con-

T

sequences. This is why people recoil so violently
at the image of an aborted child on 2 placard ata
pro-life rally. This is why people are so repulsed
by the idea of partial-birth abortion. This 1s why it
isillegal to showa woman considering an abortion
an ultrasound of her baby. This is why we have
invented pathetic euphemisms like “the termina-
tion of a pregnancy” and “a non-vital mass of tis-
sue.” The less one considers the very real, very
permanent consequences of abortion, the better,
night?

Wrong. Abortion is murder, because life be-
gins at conception. My religious convictions will
not allow me to reach any other conclusion, and I
am tired of seeing those agree with me constantly
on the defense, making compromises and mincing
words, “The termination of a pregnancy” is homi-
cide and a “non-vital mass of tissue” is a baby, as
we all once were. But aesthetics must take pre-
cedence over the truth, hence, the “moming-after

11 2

So while for some the availability of RU-486
means anew level of civility for our society, to me
it represents a new moral low, where our own poor
decisions yield no immediate consequences and
an inconvenient human life 1s disposed of neatly
and quietly, lest someone’s conscience be troubled.
For that is exactly what RU-486 does: it makes
murder easier to swallow.

John Hilton

Opinion says something

Finally, an article that says something! Peter
Hough’s article, “T sometimes wonder at how frag-
ile life is,” is not only the first thoughtful, meaning-
ful and worthwhile article I've read in The Mormi-
“tor, but may be the most moving article Ive read
in a newspaper to my memory. Like a breath of
fresh air in a sludge factory, Peter’s article proves
that there are still canng people using their talents,
skills and blessings to help the rest of us see the
truth,

Finally, an article that says something! In a
society that has forgotten what life is and how
nurtured and protected it needs to be, it is 50 re-
lieving to hear someone who has not lost the un-
derstanding of the precious gift that we have been
blessed with. It seems that we are aminority, those
of us who value the potential life of an unborn child
more than a person’s decision, too often made af-
ter the fact, motivated by fear and selfishness.
Peter’s article stands, to me, a member of this
minority, as an inspiring light in a world that scems
so devoid of any.

When I think of a dear friend of mine who

had a child at a very young age, I can’t help but try
to imagine where she might be if she had chosen
an altemative route. She would not be the won-
derfu, loving, caring mother T know her as today. 1
can’thelp but try to imagine where 'd be if 1 didn’t
know that beantiful young child. She has the bright-
est smile that I can’t help but take upon my face
when I see her enter a room. When I think of the
choice my dear friend made many years ago, 1
know there is no other acceptable choice.
Finally, an article that says something. That
something 1s truth, a call to wake up and look
around at whére we are. Finally, an article that
shows us that we have digressed from all that was
once known as truth: grace, love and life.
Jeremy Haupt

Student chooses to live

in “poverty”

1 am writing regarding Derek Spellman’s ar-
ticle concerning poverty in Kirksville. When Iread
this, T was sadly remmded how Americans take
our material wealth for granted. Our country s s0
pch richer than any other country. And we have
the boldness to complain when otr cable TV is
out for the week! Rather, we should be grateful
for the food we frivolously enjoy. Mostof the world
lives with way less stuff than us. Are we really
any happier or more fulfilled than those who live
real poverty in third world countries? Who are we
to be so selfish to think that we deserve so many
CDs, money or name-brand clothing? Just because
we were so blessed to be bom into the wealthy
country of America does not mean we are any
better than anyone else.

Those described in Spellman’s article as
“poor” arestill much richer thanmamy others. They
are surviving just fine, even though they may live
literally from check to check. American society’s
construction of an unnecessarily high standard of
living as the norm is the only thing that makes them
feel as if they are lacking something. Those who
are truly “poor” are lacking in their relationships
with their friends, family and/or God. Unfortunately,
this high material standard has become by which
other countries also measure themselves.

Personally, I choose to live in “poverty” with
no TV, no fancy furnishings, in a small apartment,
eating the cheapest food possible and shopping at
garage sales if T shop at all because I choose to
reject these extremely high standards that society
puts on us. I don’t know why bemg “cheap,”
squemngthelastdropoutofthetoothpastebotﬂe,

See LETTERS on page 8
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Proposition B solves

corporate influence

opinion by | Jerry Schirmer

There’s more to the ballot this year than
party politics and candidates. This year, there is
aballot initiative that could have more effect upon
the political system of the state of Missouri than
any of the candidates on the ballot this year. I'm
talking about Proposition B.

This ballot initiative would make it so that if
a candidate for state office raised a fixed amount
of money in contributions of $5 or less (1,000
for state representative to $2,500 from six U.S.

congressional districts for governor), then the .

candidate may agree to a complete public financ-
ing of their campaign in exchange for forgoing
any private spending toward their election. The
state would then provide a line of credit as well
as a fixed amount of money, determined by of-
fice sought.

Clearly, there are more details to the pro-
posal, and they can be found at the Missourt Sec-
retary of State’s Web page, Atip://
mosl.sos.state.mo.us/. The full legal document
regarding this and all of the other ballot mitia-
fives can be found here.

That is the initiative, and now 1s my tume to
explain why I wholeheartedly endorse this policy
and have already voted for 1t via absentee ballot.
First, this proposal can help to eliminate the abil-
ity of large campaign donors to mfluence the
political motives of individuals. If a campaign was
established wholly through small contributions
which could be easily provided by individuals, and
through a state law which applies equally to ev-
eryone, then there would be no incentive for can-
didates to cater to the interests of large donors.

Ideally, this proposal would allow mdividu-
als in office to seek their office not worrying about

_ the interests of the rich donors lining their pock-

ets. Therefore, they would not be held in check
by these powerful interests to so great an ex-
tent.

Furthermore, this proposal would aid third
parties in their quest to seck office. In leveling
the playing field, on the level of finance at least,
this proposal would enable third parties to gain
their desperately needed funding simply by at-
taining the sufficient number of $5 contributions.

Clearly, some extent of organization is nec-
essary for the statewide elected offices, but it is
undeniable that this proposal would help them
greatly, smce they would at least have a chance
at getting access to a viable campaign war chest.
Therefore, the political system would not be domi-
nated by the two traditional parties, but would
rather have a more inclusive debate that would
be able to have a real debate over issues rather
than a marginal debate between two catch-all
parties. -

Therefore, I place my wholehearted sup-
port behind Proposition B. For this, as well as
the many other issues on the Nov. 7 ballot, I would
just like to encourage all of my readers to show
up and vote, or fo turn in their absentee ballots.

Only through some sort of public financing
system will it be possible to limit the incredible
mfluence that pressure groups and corporations
have over our politicians. The adoption of public
financing would, finally, allow for a system where
politics is dominated by ideas, rather than mon-
ctary advantage.

Kids blindly follow Catholicism

opinion by | Joe Rothermich

1 was raised Catholic. I attended a Catholic
* elementary and high school. During my younger
' years I loved going to church. During elemen-
- tary school I was an altar boy, and loved domg
that as well. Then in my junior high and high
school years something happened; my thoughts
about church and Catholicism were radically al-
tered.

- My schools required the students to at-
tended church once a week, and my parents stifl
made me go to church on Sundays with them.
Church became a chore, something I was being
forced to do, and I no longer enjoyed it. I would
wake on Wednesday momings and think, “Oh
no, I have to go to church today.” During my
senior year of high school, my theology class dis-
cussed controverstal issues and Catholic doctrine.
My theology teacher wonderfully pomted out to
us that. Catholic doctrine states that you truly only
have to attended church once a year: Easter Sun-
= day.

I began to question issues about Catholi-
cism, and not blindly follow what past theology
teachers and priests had taught me. I explamned
to my parents that I wasn’t getting anything out
of going to church, and they said I didn’t have to
attended church if T didn’t want to. By this time
Irealized I disagreed with the Catholic Church’s
stance on many 1ssues.

Universalizing religions have 1t all wrong.
Your specific chireeh 1s not the one true church.
1 am not going to hell for having different beliefs
then you. In fact, you are being more un-Chris-
tian then I am by not having an open-mind.

7t doesn’t really matter what you call the
deity you believe in: God, Ali, Buddha or Yahweh.
All the major world religions have the same ba-
sic beliefs: Treat others with kindness, follow do-
mestic laws and help those of lesser fortune (this
example 13 highly simplified).

- Jesus taught us to accept those who are
different then ourselves, but somehow Chnistians
didn’t take into account other religions. Always
remember, Jesus was Jewish, yet for thousands
of years Chnstians condemned Jews for therr
beliefs. Somehow I don’t think condemning
people for different religious beliefs 1s really fol-
lowing Christ’s teachings. Can any Christian truly
believe that Gandhi is not m heaven?

Many Catholics and Christians alike have
this belief ingrained into their heads that if they
go to church every Sunday and on all holy days
that it 1s a ticket into heaven. What is even worse
15 that many churches in some manner preach
this as well. I don’t go to church, yet I still be-
lieve I am a good Chaistian.

I have nothing against organized religions
on a whole; if I did then I would be contradicting
myself. What I don’t agree with about organized
religions, especially Catholicism, is that they teach
young people to blindly follow what they are told.
You don’t need to be told what to have faith m.
You need to find it for yourself. The only way to
truly find your own religion is to question every-
thing, and think for yourself. Don’t become a
sheep by following what you are told to believe.
Find your beliefs and live your life how Christ
taught usto live, not how some organization tells
you how Christ wants us to live.

The dy_mo 2 Corner
Hey, Ass-Boy, you're not deep

- - < -
opinion by | Andrew Smithson
Negative thought of the day: Amnesty
International? No thanks, I’m pro-killing.

these types of quasi-ntellectual comments, Ass-
Boy is attempting to sound intelligent. What ishe
achieving? He doesn’t appear mtelligent at all,
he simply sounds like a jackass.

This mockery of intellectualism 1sn’t held
in check by “authority figures™ either. In fact, it
is even exacerbated by the entertamnment indus- |
try. Take the “Goo Goo Dolls” for example. The
Iyrics of one of their songs goes “T don’t want
the world to see me, ‘cause I don’t think that | |
they’d understand. When everything’s made to
be broken, I just want you to know who I am.”
What the fuck does that mean? Try another of
theirs, “Baby’s black balloon makes him fly. [
almost slipped mto that hole in your life.” It's
goddamn gibberish.

Look to movies for more evidence. How
about Thin Red Line? This is hours upon hours
of “deep” thoughts from G Ls in the Pacific The-
ater of World War II. All it really was were nop-
sensical thoughts that had nothing to do anything,
You didn’t even know who was thinking them.
There was a voice that sounded like every other
voice speaking words that didn’t make sense
while Americans and Japanese were shooting
at each other. Who the fuck gets philosophical
when someone’s trying to kill you? My only
thought process would be “Don’t get killed. You
like to live. Dymng 18n’t quite as pleasant as liv-
mg. Don’t die.”

I guess all I’m asking 1s don’t try tobe deep
if you’re not. Bemg mtefligent doesn’t necessar-
ily mean that you know the meaning of life. An-
other thing, if you’re trying to come off as intel- | |
ligent, don’t make comments like Ass-Boy’s.
That’s a dead giveaway you’re as dumb as
George W. Bush. Nobody deserves to sound that
dumb. As Mark Twain said: “Tt 15 better to keep
your mouth shut and appear stupid than to open
1t and remove all doubt.” '

Anyone wishing to submit a “negative
thought of the day” should send any ideas to
drewski 81@hotmail.com. Send stuff. Make
sure 1t’s negative.

If You Stopped Trying to be
Deep, You'd Probably Realize

You Sound Like an Asshole

Once upon a hollow shell

A dreary night comes falling.

A life dependent on a race

But of the love so close to hate

Comes my own salvation,

That’s a little poem I wrote. What does it
mean? Well of the people I asked I received an-
swers like “It represents the depression that fol-
lows betrayal,” and “It shows how depression
can consume everything but love.” What did I,
the author, mtend it to mean? Nothing. I simply
took words and put them together, then edited it
a little so it would seem coherent. It’s complete
gibberish, and that’s a perfect example of what
people today deem “deep.”

It really eats me up when I see people who
insist on putting on the fagade of being deep, n-
tellectual, philosophical asses. Take, for example,
a guy in one of my classes. To help retam his
anonymity, we’ll refer to him simply as “Ass-
Boy.” Ass-Boy is determined to let everybody
know that he thinks he’s decp. When he answers
questions in a class discussion, he can never re-
ally answer them. He instead tries to beat around
the question in a “philosophical” way. “Well,I’'m
not sure if the story 15 supposed to be taken liter-
ally. Could it possibly mean that the story is real
and we are all but images and words in a story
being read by them?” “Hmm, how did the char-
acter of Henry Higgins create the character of
Eliza Doolittle? I think that by him striving to cre-
ate her, she really created him.”

Comments such as these cause my blood
to tise i temperature to a point at which it be-
gins to boil, I can see nothing but red, and the
voices in my head tell me to kill. By making
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Truman students should suck more

opinion by | John Bisges
; People should suck more.
- No, I don’t mean that in the hiteral sense,
ithough that interpretation does have its Ppossi-
’ Hiities. 'm talking about the other definition of
the word. A large percentage of the campus
ppulation needs to learn how to screw up.
[ You know which percentage I'm talking
| sbout. Call them the academically-focused, call
tiem the GPA-motivated, call them whatever you
want. For the purposes of this article, call them
the Qverachievers.

Every year, Truman brings in.one of the most
impressive collections of Bright Flighters and
%9th percentile mbabitants in the region. That’s
sbsolutely fantastic. It’s great for the college, 1t’s
gieat for the student body and it’s great for the
levels of vocabulary used in everyday conversa-
fions.

Unfortunately, too many people enter
Truman with the mindset that academics should
te the focus of their lives, to the exclusion of
everything else. These people are easy to spot.
They answer all the professor’s questions, they
study for all the quizzes and when a professor
{ decides not to curve a bad test because two
pople got 98s, you know exactly who those two
{ people are. And while you are busy reading this

| opinion by | Phillip Kopf

' As the presidential election approaches us,
{ the disheartened mumbles of America echo the
{ woes of the “democracy” that reigns in our two
party system. Upon what basis are we to vote
for a presidential candidate when our two op-
tions declare comparable, vague stances? Are
we to simply vote for the most chanismatc can-
didate? When forced to choose between the
fesser of two evils, the outcome will always be
evil.

But there is good news. We don’t have to
vote within the bipartisan system. Third party
1 candidates exist, and they may more closely rep-
resent you and your stances on the political is-
sues that you are concerned about.

; The election results are not simply a tool
for electing a president. They are a poll of the

opinion by | Lisa Magierowski

{and Erika Lorenz

Theater at Truman State University is the
bastard stepchild of the Fine Arts Department.
The discipline receives little respect from the
“administration” compared to the devotion given
o other fields in the Liberal Arts and Sciences
program.

Case in pomnt: recently it has come to the

attention of both the students and faculty in the
theater department (over a year after the deci-
4 sion was made) that five theater courses, THEA
276 Stage Makeup, THEA 391 Stagecraft,
1 THEA 393 Stage Lighting, THEA 395 Basic
Costuming, and THEA 399 Theater Practice are
1 1ot to be counted toward the liberal arts and sci-
1 ences, or LAS, requirements.
So why is this happening, and what’s the
| tig deal? Well, nght now Truman 1s attempting
to earn Phi Beta Kappa status. Phi Beta Kappa
would make Truman State nationally recogmized
as a more elite liberal arts and sciences mstitu-
1 tion. To do this, Truman must submit all courses
currently identified as LAS for evaluation accord-
ing to Ph1 Beta Kappa standards. The problem
1 is, po one can give us a straight answer to this
4 question: “What the hell is LAS?”

|Reclaim democracy; vote t

article, they are m their rooms making isomer-
ized cyclohexane skeletons with their organic
chemistry modgl kits.

The most frustrating part of all this is that
you were once one of these people. Yes, back m
your high school days, when you regularly began
studying for tests fifteen minutes before class
and still pulled A’s, you were an Overachiever.
Life was good.

Then you arrived at Truman and suddenly
things became much less forgiving. Aside from
the considerable challenges of meeting new
people, establishing'a social life and generally
learning about your new independence, you found
that everyone here is just as smart as you were

in high school. Now, instead of dominating the -

bell curve, you are fighting just to stay on the
bappy side of the hump. Clearly, this situation 1s
unacceptable.

This brings me to my solution: the Over-
achiever Outreach Program. The purpose of this
program is simple. Grade transcripts m hand, the
facilitators of this program will track down all
the Overachievers enrolled at Truman. Once
captured, these students will undergo a rigorous
program of enforced lethargy and apathy, the
main parts of which will be large amounts of al-
cohol drinking, Super Mario Kart playing and
extended television viewing. All treatment will

people’s opmions and desires. The vote you cast
for a candidate is a statement declaring your
agreement with the candidate’s convictions.

So, what affect would a vote for Gore or
Bush have on our present politics? It s true that
such a vote may contribute to a victory for the
candidate for whom you cast your vote, but there
is a much more important aspect of such a vote.
Such a vote would encourage the continuation
of vague, centrist politics.

__Is that what you stand for? Some of you
may vote for Gore due to a strong dislike for
Bush. Doing so would only result in a similar elec-
tion four years from now. Isn’t it about time to
put an end to centrist politics?

Many people think that voting for a third
party candidate wastes your chance to have an
affect upon the election results. This simply 1s

Theater classes: spiritless,

We all know what our LSP is — it’s the
core, the classes in the middle of your degree
waotksheet that tell you what you need to take
outside of your major. These LSP courses are
usually considered LAS courses. You need 63
LAS credit hours to graduate. After fulfilling one
of each Modes of Inquiry and your Essential Skills,
you’ll probably need about 15 more hours of LAS
to graduate. In the past you could take any of
the five theater courses listed above, and they
would count as your LAS exira credits; at the
moment, this is no longer an option.

But why? Isn’t theater a liberal art? Aren’t
we cool? Obviously, not enough. Because the
Liberal Arts and Sciences Identification Com-
mitte¢ (LASIC), made up of some unidentified
Truman faculty, does not consider these five
courses as LAS according to Phu Beta Kappa
standards such as the following four (taken from
an Interoffice Memorandum sent to Theater fac-
ulty on September 1, 2000 from the “administra-
ton™).

1. “in acquining a liberal education, the un-
dergraduate will study primarily subjects which
iltaminate the human conditions, subjects which
explore aspects of taste and feeling, of the rea-
soning process, of the physical and moral worlds,
ofindividual and group responsihility. of the rean-

be done in an apartment recently vacated by sev-
eral incredibly messy guys whose greatest legacy,
aside from the rather distinct marijuana smell
embedded in the walls, is the life-sized statue of
Jack Daniels that dominates the central foyer.
At the conclusion of a week of this treat-
ment, the subjects will be given an exam similar
to those Junior Aptitude Tests that the university

* is so fond of. Any participant who scores over a

90 on this exam will be sent-to the emergency
stage of the program, which is the uninterrupted
viewing of every episode of Hogan's Heroes
ever made. Anyone who still passes the exam
after this will be beaten to death with wiffle ball
bats.

I know this might seem somewhat extreme,
but everyone needs to screw up occastonally. It
makes things so much more interesting. To the
Overachievers who have read this article, this is
not an indictment of you, but merely a sugges-
tion of how you can recover from an addiction
that is consuming most of your time and the ma-
jority of your brain cells. You are addicted to suc-
cess, but it’s not too late. Let us help. Let ushelp
you learn how to fail. You can do 1t. You need
this, trust us.

Besides, I still haven’t studied for my cal-
culus exam, and P11 be damned if ’'m gomg to let
you ruin the curve.

hird party

pot the case. First of all, if any candidate receives
at least five percent of the popular vote, their
political party will receive government subsidy
and equal time on public broadeasts for therr cam-
paign in the next election. Such assistance would
enable a third party candidate to mform the pub-
lic of their existence and their convictions.
Also, such a percentage of the vote would
capture the attention of the politicians that were
elected, causing them to take notice of such popu-
lar concerns. They may then adopt some of these
concerns because of their desire to be reclected.
The centrist politics reigning in our land gives
us the impression that the power once inherent
in our vote has been taken from us. And if we
were limited to vote for only two candidates that
express vague, similar expressions of their con-
cerns, I would have such an impression as well.

FOR ALL YOUR
HALLOWEEN NEEDS
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Sizine To XX-Larce
OPENDAILY 1-9EXCEPT
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Costume Rental
1406 N. Green St.
Kirksville Mo. 63501-2453
660-665-0400

But our vote isn’t limited to the Republi-
cans and Democrats. There are many third party
candidates with many differing viewpoints, and
some of them are experienced politicians and
social activists. A responsible citizen should be
informed of all the choices presented to them
and vote for the candidate that promises to fight
for the concerns you possess. You must voice
your concerns if you desire them to be addressed.

mindless wastes of time

ing of life as a whole”

It’s a good thing I'm leaming the meaning
of life at Truman University. Who would’ve
thought that after years of scarching for the ulti-
mate answer to the human condition, we have
now found what eluded Anistotle, Plato, Socrates
and the Queen Mother! Thank God for liberal
arts and sciences coursework!

2. “that a liberal education is not primarily
vocational”

Oh, that’s right. Construction, panting, sew-
ing and electrical knowledge is not applicable to
anything outside of theater.

3. “a liberal education seeks to quicken the
mind and spirit by encouraging the full develop-
ment of human capacities”

Let’s clarify: Obviously, theater is a spirit-
less, mindless, useless waste of our time. The
countless hours we spend pouring our hearts into
the study of our art, does nothing to encourage
the full development of our human capacities.

4. “Tt is true that often a liberal education
may have a definitive market value and may m
that sense be considered vocational. It is true
also that vocational programs sometimes contain
Tiberal content. Nonetheless, the mam lines of
cleavage can, in practice, be seen. It is not diffi-
cult fo distinguish between broad cultivation and

technical competence”

Cleavage aside, in the creation of a histon-
cally accurate play, research is not needed for
costuming, makeup or set design. Mathematics
is not used for designing sets to scale. Biology is
not needed to understand how allergic reactions
and bacterial infections are caused and prevented
when applymmg makeup.

Well, I'm glad we cleared that up. So, what
it comes down to is this: Truman wants to be a
Phi Beta Kappa school, and the LASIC seems
to think these classes will hinder Truman’s
chances of “getting in.” Although an appeal 1s
possible, the «administration” hias made it abun-
dantly clear that one cannot be submitted until
Phi Beta Kappa has made their final decision. In
other words, the “administration” belicves that
by appealing now we would be “muddymg the
waters.”

To sum up: The deciston was made a year
ago, it’s affecting us now and for the time bemng
we’re shit out of the tuck. The only thing we; as
students, can do is voice Our opinions and hope
someoneis listening, Finat thought: Are wg mis-
representing our school by changing the LAS just
for the Phi Beta Kappa standard, or would the
“administration” argue we’ ve been misrepresent-
ing ourselves as aliberal arts mstitution all along?
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Presidential Candidate Forum

Editors note: Supporters of other candidates failed to meet The Monitor's deadline

Harry Browne: Libertarian

George W. Bush:
. Republican

opinion by | Greg lrwin

As college students, most of us wonder why
in the world we should care about polifics, espe-
cially in this Presidential race in which many jour-
nalists have painted it as the choice between two
similar candidates: the lesser of two evils. This
couldn’t be any further from the truth. Texas Gov.
George Bush has characterized the differences
between Vice President Gore and I believe that
their contrasting philosophical viewpoints on the
role of the government very well: between want-
ing more government (Gore) and giving more
money andresponsibility back to us, the citizens of
the United States (Bush).

So, why should you vote at all, much less for
George Bush?

He is a tried and true reformer when reforms
need to be made, although he is willing to maintain
status quo when things are going well. Texas is
obviously one of the most difficult states to govern
socially, economically and environmentally - pretty
much in every way imaginable. Yet, he has given
significant aid to the poor and downtrodden while
allowing his millions of constituents their own
American Dream. The next four to eight years
may prove to be some of the most formative in the
United States and around the world and George
W. Bush has proven time after time that he can
work past entrenched partisanship and get what
needs to be done done. It’s that simple.

Bush’s central reforms during his presidency
(should we elect him) lay mainly around educa-
tion, health care, social security and taxes. Check
out Bush’s comprehensive plans at http.//
www.georgewbush.com.

In my opmion, George Bush has been un-
fairly characterized as Govemor of a state (Texas)
that is in shambles, and this is simply not the case.
George Bush has worked to get strong and effec-
tive legislation through the Texas legislatare with
the approval of both Republicans and Democrats:
that much, Gore cannot attack, and neither has he

. proven thathehas done likewise on the same scale

. as Bush.

: Here is an example of one of Gore’s misrep-

* resentations of Gov. Bush’s history m Texas. The
former Democratic Chairman of the Texas House
Public Health Committee, Hugo Berlanga (D-Cor-
pus Christi), issued this statement on Oct. 12,2000:

“Governor Bush mherited a children’s heaith
care system that was i utter disarray. Ths bro-
ken system actually required that parents get pro-
gressively poorer as their children got older or the
children would lose their health coverage. Gov.
Bush supported billions in funding and real reforms
to fix this system and make sure more children
gained access to quality health care. Gov. Bush’s
bipartisan leadership passed CHIP and other mea-
sures to get health coverage to more than 423,000
Iow income children - those whose parents earn
up to 200% of poverty. In Texas, we’re leaving no

. child behind by quickly enrolling needy childrenin

"the CHIP program, and Texans now have some

of the strongest patient protection laws in the na-
tion.”

CHIP Enrollment for first five months by
comparable states:

CALIFORNIA - FLORIDA - MICHI-
GAN - ARIZONA - TEXAS

Number of children insured 1 first five
months: 43,900-20,514-182-10,578 - 83,592

Estimated percentage of eligibles: 7.33% -
7.92% - 0.39% - 16.76% - 17.49%

Estumated number of children eligible: 599,000
-259.000-47,000-63,100-478,000

opinion by | Justin Kempf

Would you vote for a candidate who cham-
pioned individual freedom, individual responsibil-
ity and govenment limited to protecting that free-
dom? Harry Browne is that champion.

As a Libertarian, Browne belicves we de-
serve the freedom to pursue our own desires and
aspirations without interference from the gov-
emment. However, freedom comes with a re-
sponsibility to accept the consequences of our
choices. When we refuse to accept the conse-
quences of our actions, we limit our own free-
dom. Government’s response to a lack of respon-
sibility is to create paternalistic laws that limit
our freedom as autonomous individuals. Browne
has faith in our ability to make choices that are
suitable for ourselves.

These principles are made real by the poli-
cies advocated by Browne. While Browne has
many stances on a variety of issues, this article
will focus on his proposals concerning the re-
duction of bureaucracy, homosexual rights, ille-
gal drug reform, Social Security reform and edu-
cational reform. Libertarianism does not consist
of esoteric language and abstract language, but
rather issues that concern us as students and as
participants in our American democracy.

Browne is committed to reducing
Washington’s bureaucracy. The era of “Big Gov-
ernment” is unfortunately not over and the Re-
publicans have not proven that even they are

prepared to substantially reduce the inordinate
size of government. Browne will fight to end
corporate welfare, end wasteful government pro-
grams and substantially reduce programs that are
necessary but overgrown. Browne is the true fis-
cal conservative in this election.

Browne’s fiscal conservatism should not be
mistaken as conservatism. Browne s a crusader
of homosexual rights. Homosexuals deserve the
right to marriage and protection from discrimi-
nation like all individuals. Browne’s commitment
to homosexual rights is merely a facet of his com-
mitment to all our rights.

Browne is the only candidate that recog-
nizes illegal drug reform as an issue of immea-
surable importance. The issue is important for
not only the next four years but elections beyond.

Browne upholds the right of patients to use
marijuana for medical reasons. Browne supports
the right of farmers to grow industrial hemp, a

product with innumerable environmental and eco-

nomically profitable purposes. Browne supports
the rights of victims of asset forfeture laws that
seize property from those arrested in drug re-
lated crimes regardless if the person is ever con-
victed of the crime for which they were arrested.

Finally, Browne is opposed to the war on
dmgs. The war on drugs is by nature a war on
our own citizens. Those arrested are those indi-
viduals that are harmed most by drugs through
the consequences of addiction. A prison sentence

is not the remedy for victims of drug addiction.
Rather this is an attack on our casualties of the
drug war. Browne supports our rights in calling
for true drug reform by ending the War on Drugs.

Browne is a supporter of real reform m
Social Security as well. The Social Security Ad- -
ministration has already made the insolvency of
the current system known. Temporary solutions
will only forestall the inevitable structural prob-
Jems.

Browne believes in using this opportunity
to empower us by privatizing the Social Security
system. A highly regulated privatized system
would provide individual empowerment over our
own savings for each individual of every class
providing a stake in the economy of our nation.

Browne believes all functions operate best
when most intimately tied between the individual”
and their community. In this spirit Browne wants
to free our states from the current mandates of
the federal government. Only by giving educa-
tion back to our community leaders will any “‘edu-
cation deficit” be remedied in our country.

Browne stands apart from all other candi-
dates in both his solution and his principles. Make
a difference in this election and support freedom.
Do not waste your vote on Democrats or Re-
publicans. Show America that Browne 15 pro-
viding solutions that concern you. Vote Libertar-
1an. Vote Harry Browne.

Ralph Nader: Green

opinion by | Derek Spellman

The 2000 Presidential Election has been
billed as a clash of titans — Bush versus Gore,
the shining prince versus the heir apparent. Ralph
Nader is this drab unlovely little figure of a man
who’s spoiling Al Gore’s prospects for victory.
At least, that is the scheme most of us have
evolved.

Yet the presence of Nader gives the Amen-
can people their only honest choice in this elec-
tion. Under the mask of outward differences,
Bush and Gore are in substantial agreement over
the issues of public policy. Putting school vouch-
ers, social security and abortion aside, thereisn’t
a damn bit of difference between those two.

Nader’s campaign then is about trymg to
have a conversation with the American people,
about presenting them with an honest choice
rather than trading jabs with Goze and Bush.

At the top-of the list are enlarged opportu-
nities for minorities in this country. Nader would
like anti-discrimination legislation established more
firmly. In case you haven’t noticed, minorities are
siill getting serewed over in this country. Afti-
can-Americans, for instance, while constituting
12 percent of the national population neverthe-
less constitute 65 percent of the pnison popula-
tion. Racial profiling is alive and well.

Women, despite the gathering strength of
feminist movements, still only earn 4/5 as much
money as men do. Nader wants to eliminate this
disproportion by strengthening affirmative action
laws, programs, and enforcement.

He wants to enlarge the opportunities of
immigrants in housing, health care and civil rights
and do what neither candidate has even men-
tioned — establish legal recognition of same sex
marriages and honor treaty obligations with Na-
tive Americans.

Health care is another source of concern.
On both sides, affordable health care has been

the bulk and staple of political oratory. Each of
the two major candidates has, among other things,
raised the suggestion of a patient’s bill of nghts.
While this bill would cure some of the complaints
about the medical industry, it does not cure the
largest one of all -- greedy HMOs. The medical
industry is the most lucrative industry in America
right now because the insurance companies pull
27 cents out of every dollar spent. The govern-
ment pulls 4 cents out of every dollar spent on
Medicare. That is why nationalized health insur-
ance is the centerpiece of Nader’s legislative
recommendations. Rather than a Furopean de-
Tusion, nationalized health msurance would pre-
vent ordinary Americans from being muscled
aside by insurance companies’ money and nflu-
ence.

Nader also wants to renew the vitality of
American education. Here, he has taken the ideas
of both Democrats and Republicans and fused
them into a single vision for the future. First, he
would like to produce a policy of decentralized
administration. That translaies mto site-based
planning and management, enlisting local parents
and teachers to manage their own school.

Second, he wants to implement a policy
whereby the federal government would finance
all education. This proposal, while vastin ifs scope,
would eliminate the disproportion between
“wealthy” school districts and “poor” school dis-
tricts and assure an adequate education for ev-
ery child. Also, he would like to reduce the cur-
rent student-teacher ratio to 15-1 and broaden
bitingual education.

Finally, Nader wanis to restore public own-
ership to one of the most vital commodities to-
day -- the airwaves. In this swifily changng
planet, the mterchange of ideas is our most vital
national interest. Despite the abandance of news-
papers and television stations in this couniry, most
of these stations retrieve therr news from the

same sources like the Associated Press and CBS
news, both of which are owned by a narrow and
privileged class.

The growing concentration of the mass
media constitutes a frontal challenge to democ-
racy in this country. Nader wants to smash me-
dia conglomerates wide open by anti-trust regu-
lation and enlarging the capacities of public broad-
casting. Whatever clse can be said in this clec-
tion (if it is said by anyone else) the airwaves do
not belong to corporate miscreants or o congress.
They belong to the people of the United States.

NADER from page 1

Nader touched on most of his major politi-
cal issues, the majority of which were related to
corporate power. He spoke about the environ-
ment, racial profiling, medication and also the le-
galization of marijuana, which he supports.

“There are people now i Texas and Ten-
nessee sate prisons serving five, ten, fifteen,
twenty years for possession and use of mari-
juana,” he said. “Al Gore and George W. Bush
had admitted repeatedly carlier that... they vio-
lated the drug laws. So why do they deserve to
be president and these people deserve to ot in
Tennessee and Texas prisons?”

The popular candidates were preparing o
debate while Nader spoke to a small but enthusi-
astic crowd. Nader 1s this year’s only candidate
to have campaigned i all 50 states.

Be a good American!
Join The Monitor staff!

Come to our
meetings every Tues.
and Thurs. night at 8
p-m.in OP 117.
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Sex as an Adjective: Diamonds
nd Pride Rings
Part 3 of 3

{eature by | John Halski

1 Over this past summer, our Truman State
Yiiversity Bookstore was the scene of a discrimi-
fulory incident I happened to witness. Please re-
4tember before you read on that diserimination has
Jitroader meaning beyond the politically loaded
{:m we use most often. Choosing a cereal in the
{noming requires some kind of discrimination. (Per-
Jmally, T say rabbits and the Irish need not apply,
fut then I"m no fan of sugar in the moming.)

1 Anywho, as to the cident, on the moming
${Tune 29, while I shopped for the best of the new
s released on a weekly basis, who should I see
duter but a pack of Traman potentials on a guided
$or. As the guide braced the audience for the
Yungical ability of textbooks to decrease in value
Yer the course of a semester, T heard a slip which
mld have spelled 10 less students this fall:

1 “My books cost about $350 each semester.
$lyboyfriend’s cost about $250.”

1 Now, aside from the fact that the guide did
Yot specify U.S. dollars, thus insulting all Canadi-
{usin the audience, this guide revealed a gender
Irference, suggesting sexual orientation. Luckily,
4w have no need for Canadians here (hey, we're
Solonger regional, but we must draw a line some-
Fhere), but what a shock it must have been for

Punk band
to rock Ryle

Ylory by | Morgan Peckosh
1 This Sunday, at 7:30 p.m., a very mteresting
poup of bands will play in the Ryle Main Lounge.
{itizen Fish, the U K. punk/ska band that are also
fembers of the Subhumans will headline a show
onsored by Campus Music Collective and paid
by the Funds Allotment Council.

| Citizen Fish has been around for over 10
{ers and are probably a pretty major influence on
4y punk rock you may listen to. People who like
{:55 Than Jake will definitely like the music of
{itzen Fish, as they are a big mfluence on such
Qmds as LTJ that blend punk and ska.

" Citizen Fish will be headlining and American
el from San Francisco will be opening, along
Fhlocal Thomas Knowlton.

{1 People might be excited to know that Amen-
4 Steel comes from the same scene as such
4nds as Rancid, Operation Ivy, Green Day and
Jnbreaker. There is certainly a distinct sound that
#mes out of the bay punk scene and Ametican
el do not stray from it. They (along with Citizen
.Jih) even have the stamp of approval of the infa-

this hapless bunch to hear such a personal bit of
information from someone they met only that day.
Why must people i relationships rub everyone
else’s nose in their private lives? Do they have no
decency?

To my amazement, nobody even flinched.

-Obviously, I concluded, these folks must be long

desensitized by our immoral culture: The thought
of asexually active person announcing their lifestyle
publicly went in one ear and out the other. Appar-
ently, a gitl declaring she finds boys attractive on
some level, discrimmating herself from a signifi-
cant percentage of the population, no longer has
the shock value it once had when we were a God-
feaning people.

OK, my apologies if that was oo abrasive,
but my guess is a straight (no pun intended) ren-
dering of the incident in question would have had
as little impact on you, the reader; as 1t did on the
group receiving the four. The lesson here? Some
of us receive a blank check fo lower our barriers
and reveal intimate details of our personal life with-
out fear that it might offend. The rest must choose
between an adverse reaction from those within
earshot and carefully censoring everything we do
and say to avoid offending anyone and everyone.

T have been mvolved in the Safe Zone pro-
gram at this University, sponsored by Faculty De-
velopment with the support of University Coun-
seling Services, Prism and Student Senate, and am
delighted to say 1t has canght the attention of a fair
number of faculty, staff and students in the course

T

of its fisst year. People come with a desire to learn
and to replace stereotypes with understanding. As
much as I'would like to see everyone try the work-
shop out, I would like to recommend a little exer-
cise in the meantime. Sign yourself up for a week
of nondiscrimination. What does it entail? A few

- simple behavioral changes:

. 1. Remove all vestiges that indicate you be-
long in a relationship, e.g. pictures of your signifi-
cant other and (if you’re comfortable doing so)
wedding rings, promise rings, efc.

2. In any instance that you must mention your
significant other, find a gender-neutral term, e.g.
my significant other, my partner or even my room-
mate. Otherwise, avoid bringing 1t up.

3. Notice whenever others let on their own
sexual preference in their appearance, their lan-
-guage, ete. Don’t let them know you’re observing
their behavior (this will lead them to modify it), but
don’t avoid talking about it either. If this expen-
ment demonstrates anything, it should reveal justa
few of the aspects of personal identity our culture
assumes while almostnever directly discussing with
the people n question.

! T’m calling out to everyone to participate, not

just the usual set of super-lefiist liberals. If you do

not agree with accepting non-heterosexuality, give
this a whirl anyway. Personally, I don’t get what
possesses so many to eat dead animals, but I fry to
understand the camies anyway. You could learn
more about yourself and how much we all insert
our sexuality into our behavior. (Onthe other hand,

siral I

you might just developan equal distaste for all those
hets and breeders flaunting their dirty business in
your face as well.)

To me, the experiment raises a much more
inferesting question, though. If we can remove our
sexuality fromour behavior and still retain our iden-
tity, could we insert another one and still be our-
selves? I am of course dancing around what may
be the most difficult concept of sexual identity, the
one that seems to trouble gays and straights alike:
the possibility of bisexuality. Wedding rings can
become pride tings, and 1 would bet we could all
imagine jumping the fence, as it were, if really
pressed to do so ~ life or death. But what about
free floating with no absolute?

Maybe the labels we use, the jewelry we
wear, in fact the bulk of all we do stems even more
from the fear of the unincorporated than the dif-
ferent. Have you noticed we don’t even have a
stur for a bisexual? Faggots, dykes and breeders,
but no ... what? Swingers? That sounds too cool.
How about het-mos? Fence-straddlers? There’s
nothing in the common vocabulary. Perhaps it’s
the difficulty of creating a word to denote nondis-
crimmation.

Okay, we’ll need one more challenge to make
our week as meaningful as possible:

4. Next time you have sexual relations, tell
yourself you areloving the person andnot the gen-
der. Say it and mean it. And the next morning,
don’t apologize for it with a nng, whether it be
with a diamond or a rainbow.

University’s plastic, glass go to dump

story by | W. Aaron Wilson

Recycling, once a foreign concept to many
people, has now gotten to the pomt where it is taken
for granted by many. Few people pause to think
about tossing their empty pop can mto one of the
specially marked cans rather than the wastebas-
ket.

However, the University has recently lost its
ability to recycle plastic and glass, two extensively
used and readily recyclable produets. Truman’s
glass has been going to the landfill smee the begin-
ning of the year, but plastic recycling was only re-
cently cut in early October.

Richard Barnes, head of Recyceling and Sur-
plus for Truman, said the decision came not from
within the University, but from the company who
takes the recylables from Truman. He cited mar-
ket pressures as the main cause behind the deci-
sion.

“The market has completely faded away at
this point,” Bames said.

Robert Fletcher, head of Hearfland Recycling,
the local company that handles Truman’s recycling,
agreed, although he pointed out that his current
contract does not involve either glass or plastic.

‘nght nowitcosts more torecycle glass than

I can get out of it,” he said. “People think that
recycling always makes money. If it’s done right,
it costs money, based on present market condi-
tions.”

The market value is not the main cause be-
hind the decision to stop recycling plastic, how-
ever.

“The main problem we are seeing on the
Truman State campus, is students were putting in
food containers with recyelable plastics,” Fletcher.
said, “If food products go through the recycling
process, they can clog machinery and result in 2
four thousand dollar fine. This can quickly make
collecting plastic products from Truman economi-
cally unfeasible.”

Fletcher also said there is a lack of govern-
ment funding for recycling programs. While fledg-
ling programs can receive funds for purchasmg
equipment, existing programs are not subsidized at
all. ’

“All of our product we have to sell based off
of market conditions, same as a farmer,” Fletcher
said “But farmers get subsidized for droughts,
crop shortages, overseas competition, and we
don’t.”

Student envi‘mnmental groupson camvus are

not surprised by the change in the recycling policy.

People don’t realize that one’s duty isn’t done
by recycling cans and glass; we must also pur-
chase recycled products i order forrecyeling prod-
uets to work,” Theresa Conley, president of the
Environmental Community Organization (E.C.O.)
said. “One of the reasons Kirksville’s recycling
program is failing is because the market is flooded
with recyclables, but no one 1s willing to buy re-
cycled products.”

“E.C.O. plans to talk with administration
about alternative recycling programs and the ne-
cessity of one on campus, as well as about practi-
cal ways to increase the use of already recycled
paper and other products on campus,” she said.

Richard Bames and the University are also
looking to other ways to provide plastic and glass
recycling in the future:

“This is our last year on this contract,” Barnes
said. “We are going to look into the recycling plant
in Milan and the new one that’s supposed to be
opening in Moberly.”

Until then, the thousands of plastic and glass
bottles used by Truman students are going to local
landfills, turning theirrespective recycling bins into
S0 manv specially marked wastebaskets,

s Lookout! Records label, the
{§xl that nurtured the bay scene by
j hiting out records by such pioneers

4 Avail, Green Day, The Donnas
b $The Mr. T Expenence.

{ Tomake this show even more
Hpealing it1s compietely free thanks
4 fhe Funds Allotment Council.
450 accompanying Citizen Fish will
ban AK Press (the anarchist book
$lective that puts out such political
urks like Noam Chomsky and oth-
4 distributor with lots of interest-

R literature.

{ Check it out. We in the Cam-
4 Music Collective are always
et for new people to come to our
Aows and this free show would be
dperfect place to understand what
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Part 4: The Race Factor

feature by | Lisa Magierowski

Afiican-American, Japanese, Hispanic. Race is a funny
thing in our little bubble that is the Truman campus. Lately, I've
been thinking (naybe obsessing 1s a befter word) about how
race affects my life. Wanna know what I realized? Too bad,
here it is: ] don’t know jack about what it’s like to be even mildly
affected by my race.

I’m a white female in mamstream America. While I worry
about how that mechanic on Baltimore might screw a little col-
lege girt over when I need a repair, I really don’t have much else
to complain about. Needless to say, I had to do a little more
research for this article than for those I have written thus far.

I can already hear you asking, “If she hasn’t been con-
fronted by race issues, why is she writing this article?” It’s called
theater arts, baby. Let me explain. I'm a theater person, no ifs,
ands or buts about it. So, when I found out the next audition this
year is for a musical Ive never heard of before called Once on
This Island, T was intrigued. To satisfy my curiosity, I listened to

Chutes and Ladders

An on-going look at Truman State relationships

the soundtrack. Basically, the plot goes like this: Man and Woman
meet. Man is from a light-skinned class of nobility, Woman is from
a dark-skinned class of peasants. Man and Woman fall m love
Society is not okay with this.

After listening to the story, I began to wonder xf mn today 8
world, societal stereotypes were still an issne in mterracial relation-
ships. Tt took me awhile to realize [ had been involved in one last
year with someone of Japancse ethnicity. This hit me really hard
because I realized I associated “interracial” with only two terms,
black and white.

In so doing, I was experiencing prejudices I didn’t even know
T had. And that scared me, because I realized Pm racist. I don’t
dress up in a white sheet for late-night cross buming sessions, and
1don’t use ethnic sturs when Lrefer to people of different ethnicities
than my own - in fact, I'm disgusted with people who do - but I
do have these little unconscious stereotypes puttering around in the
back of my head. And that pisses me off. It also worries me be-
cause I feel like the world isn’t changing, and I’m not helping.

So I decided to ask some questions and find out what’s really
going on here. I wanted to know if race issues make a relationship
harder. So I nterviewed an mterracial couple, a Caucasian male
and an African-American female, who’ve been together for about
25 years. I want to keep them anonymous because I want the
focus of this article to lie on the issue and not a particular couple.

The husband told me he wasn’t conscious of people treating his
wife and him any differently than other couples. Initially, his fam-
ily was worried about the race factor, but eventually, they got over

if. ‘ 3
‘What was interesting about this interview was not what he ‘

said, but what he didn’t say. He didn’t notice the quiet that fell
over a room when they walked in as a couple, but his wife did
And although they haven’t been victims of any hate crimes in
their time together, the wife told me that it’s the “small annoy-

ances... the mitial surprise [when they enter a room] that is dis-
concerting,” But she also told me that after 25 years, she’s less
aware of society’s reactions to her husband and her, and the opin-
ions of others are not really a personal issue anymore.

Iwish everyone who reads this article could talk to the couple
1 interviewed, because you can tell they really love-each other,
and it’s beautiful. And in the end, Pm extremely ashamed that I
can’t say, for sure, if someone pointed them out to me and men-
tioned that they were marnied, I wouldn’t take a second look. And
that scares me. And 1t leaves me with one question: How can |
change it?

SIDENOTE: Auditions for Once on this Island are Nov.
11, at 2 p.m. and callbacks are the 12 at 6 p.m. Drop by the the-
ater office by the Little Theater m Baldwm Hall if you are mter-
ested and have any questions. Newcomers are welcome.

LETTERS, from page 3

licking our plates of food clean or getting fumiture
out of the dumpster is considered weird. Instead,
it is reducing the overconsumption and material-
ism that charactenizes the United States today. I
would challenge everyone to consider why any-
one who lives with less is-so much different than
those who live with the “normal” American stan-
dard.
Amanda Bunyard

Professor dispells LSP, JINS,

SWE rumors

Much has been said on this campus regard-
ing the availability of courses in the Liberal Stud-
ies Program; some of the dialogue I have heard
contains elements of truth, but many rumors are
being spread as well. Today I would like to share a
few facts with the students, faculty and staff read-
ers of this newspaper.

One of the greatest areas of concern has been
the LSP requirement that students must take two
“writing-enhanced” courses in addition to their
writing-enhanced Jumor Interdisciplinary Seminar.
To meet this requirement very many disciplines
have identified one or more of their major courses
as meeting this requirement, and many disciplines
are also designating courses in the LSP itself as
writing-enhanced. However, I do realize that some
students continue to have difficulties meeting this

requirement because (1) their major program does
not offer any writing-enhanced courses and (2)
not enough LSP courses are currently designated
as writing-enhanced.

Fortunately this situation has been improving
lately, and starting with this semester the Univer-
sity began providing a surplus of seats in writing-
enhanced courses. The University is also m the
process of awarding retroactive credit for writing-
enhanced courses: when faculty members iden-
tify a course they teach as meeiing this require-
ment, they also let my office know when they had
previously taught this course in the same manner.

Soon students and advisors will be able to goto a -

Web site that identifies all courses that carry ret-
roactive credit. Advisors will be supplied with this
information as well. You will hear more about this
project later this semester. As a result of these
efforts, by the time the first class of students un-
der the LSP reaches their graduation date in May,
2002, they will have bad sufficient opportunities to
fulfill the writing-enhanced requirement.

1 have also heard students and faculty ciren-
lating rumors that the University will drop the JINS
requirement because it is not able to provide
enough seats. T wish to set the record straight in

the public forum: the University will not waive the -

JINS requirement; every student using the 1998-
99 university catalog (or a later year) is required
to complete a JINS course in order to graduate.
Students who choose to ignore this requirement

are endangering their progress toward graduation.
Every semester the University has seen many seats
in JINS courses go unfilled, and so course avail-
ability is not an issue. In the spring semester of
2001, the University will offer 30 sections of JINS
classes; 29 faculty members from almost every
division on campus are participating in the program.

In my capacity as Director of Interdisciphi-
nary Studies, I meet on a regular basis with the
Vice President for Academic Affairs; I meet oc-
casionally with the division heads; I have spoken
to most of the faculty members on campus: on not
a smgle occasion have I heard anyone express a
lack of support for the JINS element of the LSP.
On the contrary, I have found the vast majority of
faculty to be enthusiastic about this requirement,
and most of the students who have taken a JINS
course that I have tatked with have also spoken
highly. of their experience.

As a final topic I wish to address stories sur-
rounding the Sophomore Writing Experience
(SWE). I am aware that students are having dif-
ficylties in completing the SWE because the Uni-
versity has not been providing enough faculty-stu-
dent conferences. The Director of Writing Assess-
ment, Sarah Mohler, has been working on this is-
sue. Through her efforts and through the support
offered by VPAA Gordon, the number of confer-
ences offered for the SWE will soon increase dra-
matically and will take care of all student needs.

1 appreciate this opportunity to talk with you.
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Complete the
cycle -- don't just
recycle but buy
recycled and
natural products.
Doing so will create
amarketforrecycled -
goods and KEEP businesses like
Heartland Recycling open for business.
Compare labels to find the ones with
the MOST post-consumer recycled
content.

E.C.0O. meets Monday nights, 8 p.m.in
VH 1140

If you have any questions you may contact me i§
dehristi@truman.edu.

David Chnistiansen,

Director of Interdisciplinary Studies

Professor questions Truman’s|
United Way campaign |
I am mterested in how we might challenge§
outmoded institutional practices in order to bring}
about salutary change. A case in point: the United§-
Way campaign now ongoing at Truman. Thef
Uniied Way supports the Boy Scouts of America§
an organization now on record as openly anti-gay
Should the Truman community continue ty
expend institutional resources in the service of the
United Way? Or should we expect that all United
Way agencies share our belief in tolerance and
the acceptance of diversity, before we (in the words
of Jack Magruder) “renew our commitment™

‘You might think the local Boy Scouts should§
not be punished for the sins of the national organi-§-
zation — and if the local troops are willing to dis-
avow the anti-gay stance of the national group;
we should support them m doing so.

Or you might say other United Way agen-
cies should not be penalized for the misdeeds of]
only one of their members. I would agree, and itis
a simple matter to write a check to the agency of;"
your choice rather than to United Way.

Institutionslike Truman keep other mstitutions
like the Boy Scouts alive — even in the absence of
needed reforms — by not expressing dissent, by}
recruiting faculty and staff to raise funds on their}
behalf and by pressuring all members of the com-
munity to contribute to a “good cause.” Nonethe-i

less, as individuals, we can express our dissent by §
withholding our time and ouy money from organi
zations that do not share our values — values our
own institution claims to endorse.
Linda Seidel, Ph.D. l
Professor of English

The Monitor on-line
has moved!

hitp:/fwww.trumanmonitor.org |}
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Sit in this chair and dle'

feature by | Amanda

Romine

At the end of Normal Street,
a few miles east of campus, is
one of Kirksville’s oldest cem-

Ghost haunts anciei t bai

feature by | Matthew Webber :
If Kirksville, Mo. is the middle of nowhere, then the old
barns to the east of town are the middle of this middle. Sev-
eral miles east of the University, past Baltimore, past the high
school, near the Adair County Health Department, Patterson

think I was drinking or doing drugs.”
Magruder didn’¢ ‘hink Evans was drir: <
g drugs, but he dic: i believe she (or by
Julie, who also had s+ she had seen the ;v .
actually seen anything 1 fact, he “scoffed”: 17 ns...

eteries, Highland Park Cemetery. Street turns to gravel and leads you deep into nothing. until he himself saw > ghost.

This graveyard includes a wide The nowhere lacks noise, lights and other people. It’s an Magruder was ¢+ ing past the Imbler "+ .. “way
vantety of new and old, as well ideal place to hide from the law, bury a murdered body or  after dark™ when he “+-.v a glimpse of som-.-~ ap-
as our town’s most famous encounter an alien or a ghost. Although it’s not as creepy as  proximately eight feet “ff the north side ¢ -oad,
gravestones, that of a man the shoe factory at might, it’s just as dark, foreboding and full  beyond the ditch and v ar the bam.

named John C. Baird. His grave- of the potential for danger. The something’s "cad and face were = - and
stone 1s far from average, for it At might, the old Imbler barn, a mile or two down this  he wore “maybe a unifc:m that waspavy b+, aybe
15 an omately carved chair. road less traveled, surely ranks in Kirksville’s top ten creepy  either a Confederate or Union soldier unifc it te-

The char resembles a tree places. Its shape isn’t scary, or its color, or its anything. It’s  ally hazy.” Magruder also saw “a long, grav » 47

trunk at the base, but also has the scary because it seems to jump at your car. It’s scary because “Tjustabout tumned white,” Magruder sz: © Vhen
shape of a cushion. The back of it must be as ancient as it looks. I got to the house, I was really shaken up - use I
the char is decorated with drap- It’s scary because it might house a ghost. Just ask Presi-  thought I had really seen something. [My forn:© - just
mg cloths and the bottom with dent Magruder and Board of Governors President Maria  laughed at me because they had seen it and T i« not

ferns and flowers, but the entire
chair is made of cement. The top

of the back reads “BAIRD” but
| thatis all.

believed what they said. That was several vez-3 ago,
and when I pass that spot, I remember it every single
time.”

Neither Evans nor Magruder knew the history of

Evans,

In the late 1970s, both saw a “whiteness” near this barn
wearmg some kind of dark blue uniform, perhaps from the
Civil War. They both recognized that the ghost was a male

AR

photo by l Amanda Rmme
Baird chair in Highland Park Cemetery

Four main stories seem fo
be circulating around the Kirksville
schools about the famous and myste-
nous chair and the person for whom
it stands.

The first 1s that anyone who sits
in the chair will die within seven
years.

The second story builds on the
first, 1n that in order to reverse the
seven-year curse, it is necessary to
sit on the chair at midnight on Hal-
loween.

The thard story 1s that anyone who
sits i the chair at midnight will have
good luck forever, but that anyone
who does 50 at any other time will have
bad luck.

In addition to these stories, there
18 a more realistic story. It is that an
old lady’s husband died and she
wanted to continue spending tme with
him, but was unable to stand comfort-
ably or sit on the ground. Hence, she
had his grave marked with a chair so

1In 1895 the Highland Park Cem-
etery Association was incorporated.
John C Baird and three other people
purchased 40 acres of land at the end
of Normal Avenue and opened 1t for
burial purposes. Baird became the cem-
ctery supenntendent.

The Baird name had rather re-
cently become established in Kirksville
when in 1882 William T. Baird opened
the First National Bank in Kirksville,
which 1s now Bank Midwest. The
bank’s name changed several times
during the next few years, including
two months in 1906 when it was Baird
National Bank after William T. or David
Baird, both of whom worked closely
with the bank.

William H. Baird, who was seven
years older than both William T. and
David, had a son John in 1856 who
would then grow up to be the man be-
hind the famous chair, or rather, the
man beneath the charr.

and that 1t didn’t seem fo care about them.
Evans saw the ghost first. She

the house, its inhabitants or any Civil War soldiers from
the area. Neither knew

was tiriving to the Magruder farm on
Patterson when she saw “ahuman fig-
ure... walking around by the [Imbler]
barn and the sheds like someone does
when they are domg chores.”

She saw that the figure was “a
man, kind of glowing, outlined in white,
with akind of greenish cast to his face
and hands.”

Evans said she was “unafraid,
more fascinated” as she watched the
ghost. She was so unafraid she got

out of her truck and watched him. admitted the ghost might

He wasn’t trying to be “particu- have been a trick of the
larly scary or anything,” she said. “He looked at me butit wasn’t  moonlight, a piezoclectric current or a hallucination, she
like he was looking at me. More like he was looking through  still believes she saw a ghost.

»

me.

She wasn’t scared until she returned to her car to go to

the Magruder farm.

“That’s when my heart started pounding,” she said. “I
kept thimking of every possible reason why I didn’t, couldn’t
have seen him. [The ghost] made me shiver all the way to the

Magruder farm.”

The old Imbler Barn on Patterson

who the ghost was or
why he was there.
Magruder couldn’t
explain the whiteness he
saw by the Imbler bam.
He said he doesn’t be-
lieve he really saw any-
thing and that he doesn’t
| believe in ghosts.
Evans, a“skeptic by
nature,” was more willing
to believe. Although she

photo by | Amanda Romine

“I think anytime we sce something we can’t ex-
plain, we choose to either explain it away or accept it
as something we don’t understand but is very real,” she
said. “Whatever ‘ghosts” are, I've chosen to accept
that be could be one.”

For last year’s stories on the ghosts of Centennial,
Baldwin, Grim and Ryle Halls, visit Atip:/

she could sit with him.

She said she thought “if Ttold most folks about this, they’d

wWww.trumanmonitor.org.

The halls are alive with the pound of music

The Truman Epidemics
Episode 1

opinion by i Jon Sanders

Colleges, in general, are widely known in the
Viral Community as bustling cultural centers, ¢s-
pecially m Texas, where certain industrial strength
viruses can grow to the size of small foreign cars,
or sometimes even Rush Limbaugh. If unabated,
these economy-size viruses could wipe out the
entire nation of Canada, or, if we’re lucky, the Dallas
Cowboys, who through years of needle sharing,
are immune to most Earth viruses and all federal
crimes.

But that’s not what today’s commentary is
about. A much more pressing issue has been
brought tomy attention: Truman State 1s spawning
its own viral collections! That’s right! Here in sani-
tized Missour, in glamorous Kitksville, the Armpit
of America, new diseases are attacking the un-
wary students of Truman State University!

Now before you resort to the traditional col-
lege way of handling adversity (frantically drink-
ing carbonated malt beverages and having sex with
something), let’s try and deal with this like the ra-
tional, sensible adults that our poor misguided par-
ents and teachers msist we can be.

There are two main offenders i the viruses’
arsenal. (Author’s note: From now on, the plural
of “virus” shall be “viri,” because I think the word
“viruses” sounds stupid. This is a Liberal Arts
school. I can do that.) So, there are two main of-
fenders in the viri’s arsenal, but because I am lazy,
today’s column will focus only on the first. The
second virus will be discussed in a later column.

The first virus is known in prestigious medi-
cal circles (by this I mean my roommate and I) as
“Strersanditis.” This horrendous disease attacks the
cardrums and spreads to the creative side of the
brain, or ‘the “starboard lobe.” Symptoms of
Streisanditis include irrational behavior (such as
playing children’snursery thymes on aguitar), loss
of fiiends, the illusion that punk groups (Green Day,
Blink 182, Lit) can actually sing and occasionally
mstantaneous death due to brain hemorrhaging,
usuaily caused by the cramming of the instrument
that the victim was playing at the time into some
bodily cavity. This last symptom would be much
more common except that 1t 1s now classified as
“aggravated sexual misconduct” at TSU.

The tragic result of this degenerative discase
1s the victim’s loss of musical tastes and/or skills.
For example, I was procrastinating diligently on a
speech in my dorm when I heard the strains of the
timeless classic “Mary Had a Litle Lamb” waft-

mg intomy open room. Crazed, the strains stammed
the door and wafted in a frightened frenzy to the
corner and curled up in a musical fetal position (I
think it was F major) on top of the Ramen Noodle
collection, whimpenngin pain.

I poked my head out the door fo see where
the terrified strains originated. There, sitting in the
hall, was a college boy strumming an acoustic gui-
tar, playing “Mary Had a Little Lamb” in the key
of C, and singing, with great fervor, in A minor,
The result was one of those morbid atrocities, like
ahead-on collision, where you want to turn. away,
but can’t drag yourself to do it. This particular mon-
strosity ranked somewhere just above the
Hindenburg explosion. Our conversation went
something like this:

GUY: (noticing my prolonged stare) Well,
what did you think?

ME: (passing out from hysterical laughter)

He wasn’t much of a conversationalist. How-
ever, this illustrates the brutal nature of
“Streisanditis,” and how it can affect even the most
unsuspecting student. My advice? If you see any-
one with a “boy band” CD, or you hear someone
say “Barbara Streisand” and not mean it as an
expletive, avoid them at the cost of your good taste.

If you yourself are exhibiting some of the
symptoms mentioned in this essay, don’t give up

hope! There is something you can do: Call the
Truman Medical Center and ask for Manan. When
she answers the phone, yell, “Jon still hates you,
you cheating skank!” and slam the phone down
hard enough to make her ear bleed. Then throw
yourself out of the highest window in your hall. Or
at least move to Texas.

[Author’s Note Il: The Disclaimer: This is
an opinion and a work of satire. It in no way ex-
presses the feelings of 7The Monifor or Truman
State University. The author uses creative license
and literary devices (by which I mean “fies”) 16.,
make apoint.... well, at least to mform.... OK, to
create ahumor column. .. allright, to entertain him-
self. It can be hard to distmguish between sarcasm
and straightforwardness, so follow this rule: if what
I say makes you hate me, I was just kidding.
Hahaha!]

What would a Monitor double
live album be without the special
concert verse of Special White
Space?

sws




Radiohead
* Kid A
Capitol

review by | Erin
Hucke

- Imagine you’re
Radiohead. You had two
solid albums, Pablo
Honey and The Bends, under your belt. You
goofed and made a third album, OK Computer,
that was not only wildly popular, but also received
a bevy of praise from the fickle music press and
won a2 GRAMMY® for Best Alternative Music
Performance.

Suddenly, the world’s eyes were keenly fo-
cused on your every move. It has come time for
you to record the follow up to your unintentional
opus, OK Computer.

You are up against a wail. You don’t want
to fall into an artistic rut of repetition. Alterna-
tively, you don’t want to lose your fans by creat-
ing a new sound that might be too weird. You've
worked hard to make it this far.

The people are waiting. They want your al-
bum. What do you do?

a) Make a new album that sounds relatively
identical to the last one, as not to alienate fans
and to allow you to pull in a vast amount of
money.

b) Create an album you as a band can artis-
tically be proud of, regardless if it has the appeal
to fit into the standard format of today’s music.

¢) Close shop, hide under your bed and cry.

After 30 seconds of Kid A, there is no mis-
taking that Radiohead chose answer b.

No one could really have predicted the di-
rection Radiohead were heading, or how well they
would be able to pull it off. No one suspected
such a radical change, yet given that they are pro-
gressive folks, no one should have expected any-
thing but a drastic turn.

On Kid A, the band creates synthetic,
jagged, polar landscapes (akin to those in the CD

nRadiohreinvents '

artwork) replacing those stripped from the envi-
ronment. Kid A is more in line with the work of
ambient artists like Aphex Twin and Boards of
Canada than with any other Radiohead album. As
has become almost signature with the band’s mu-
sic, there is an underlying paranoia, a perpetual
uneasiness. :

There is a noticeable lack of traditional rock
instruments (drums, bass, guitar) on Kid A, in-
stead the band leans toward distorted voice loops
and disfigured organs. Radiohead utilizes more
ambient and electronic elements, perverted, dis-
torted and chopped into a mixture far less defin-
able even than the sounds found on OK Com-
puter.

The fear of a technological, modern life that
was so prevalent on OK Computer has devel-

‘oped into an exposé on technology’s failed at-

tempt to gel with our natural world.

Kid A focuses on the scientific mishaps. It
chronicles the instances where scientists failed
to see the effects of their actions beyond the cur-
rent moment. The technological screw ups: the
disintegrating ozone layer, the melted icecaps, the
first human clone aptly dubbed Kid A.

In “Idioteque,” Radiohead repeatedly warn
of an “ice age coming” and assure us that they’re
“nét scaremongering/this is really happening.”

But Kid A also takes a stab at the fat cats of
the world, the wealthy elite who cannot see be-
yond their greed, preferring money and assets to
mountains and trees. It tells how big business
keeps the middle class appeased with cell phones,
computers and a bull market, how most people
would prefer to ignore the problems of the world
and just “take the money and run.” The band even
goes so far as 1o reference the pigs that exploited
their power in George Orwell’s Animal Farm in
“Optimistic.”

Even though the sound of Kid A is quite a
change, it’s handled tactfully. The new sound
might alienate some of the bandwagon fans of
’97, but the band members truly are following
their artistic path. Radiohead might have a tough
time getting out of the spotlight with this one.

Bjork glows in Dark

- Dancer in the Dark

written and directed by Lars
von Trier

starring Bjork

review by | Ed Jenkins
“You don’t need eyes to see,” according to
the tagline of the film Dancer in the Dark, which
becomes evident through the transcendental
moans of Icelandic pop singer Bjotk (thymes with
lurk, not fork) and the writing of Lars von Trier.
In Dancer in the Dark, Selma (Bjork) is a
1960s factory worker from Czechoslovakia work-
ing to support herself and her 12-year-old son.
Though she is going blind, Selma continues her
mundane job with only thoughts of her son and
the escapism of American musicals to keep her
working. She also finds comfort with an immi-
grant coworker (Catherine Dencuve), a gentle-
man caller (Peter Stormare) and her landlord Bili
(David Morse). Conflict occurs when one of her
friends takes advantage of her trust and places
her in a position of devastation so severe it can
only be slfeviated by bursting into a lovely show
tune.
And so they break out into song, Bjork style.
First the sounds of the factory morph into an
enchanting rhythm, then the horns and strings
«kick in and finally Bjork layers her distinct style

of drawn-out syllables and pitch bends over the.

music. She serves the film and makes vision seem
obsolete with her angelic screams at half of the
tempo of the danceable music.

But at the same time Bjork does not neglect
our eyes. It is difficult to say that Bjork’s acting
was good because it did not seem as though she
was acting. She became Selma to an extent that
viewers who are not Bjork experts will forever
associate the name Bjork with a blind, naive
Czechoslovakian factory worker.

_ Of course Bjork’s performance is only the
beginning. The film works because of von Trier’s
script which takes a unique perspective at the
concept of musicals. We all know theater majors
who-are in love with Broadway and dull house-
wives who have seen Sound of Music 34 times,
but we film critics and intellectuals typically re-

_ spond that those are bastardizations of cinema.

Dancer in the Dark not only nullifies those argu-
ments, but it actually forces us to appreciate the
fun and spontaneity of those 1930s Hollywood
classics. The plot goes farther and applies the
new musical philosophy to very serious social
oppression and brilliant scenes I cannot reveal.

Von Trier also directs with an interestingly
choppy technique that serves the film well, but
gets a little too choppy at points. Basically this
film has all the elements to make it good: creative
writing and directing, an eccentrically amazing
lead and a more than solid supporting cast. This
is a musical that will make you cry.
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Guru
Jazmatazz: Streetsoul
EMD/Virgin Records

review by | Jonathan Cannon

Any true hip-hop fan can tell you about
Gang Star. The duo, made up of now-legend-
ary producer DI Premier and rapper Guru
(Gifted Unlimited Rhymes Universal), hit the rap
scene hard in 91 with their debut, Step info the
Arena. They were everything a b-boy could
want: fresh new beats, flowing
lyrics, top notch cuts and
scratches. Like some of their
peers of the time - De La-Soul
and A Tribe Called Quest -- the
sound of Gang Star blended jazz
samples with hard beats instead
of overused James Brown
samples.

In 1993, while Premier fo-
cused on countless side projects,
Guru took the next step. In his groundbreaking
Jazzmatazzalbum, he didn’t simply sample jazz
artists - he worked with them. Enlisting artists
such as Ronny Jordan, Roy Ayers and N’dea
Davenport, Guru’s Jazzmatazz was one of the
catalyst albums to really set in motion the fu-
sion of live jazz, R & B and hip-hop.

He pushed the envelope further two years
later with a second volume of Jazmatazz, this
time featuring an even wider range of artists:
Brandford Marsalis, Ramsey Lewis, Michelle
N’degeocello, Jamiroquai and several more.

However, with the third and newest vol-
ume of Jazzmatazz, Guru changes the game en-
tirely. Featuring mostly R & B artists, the nightly
named Streetsoulis much more timely than the
other albums. Whereas the first two volumes
of Jazzmatazz pay large tribute to the past,
Streetsoul is about the present flavor of hip-
hop and R & B.

Consequentially, then, many fans-of the
Jazzmatazz series will be turned off by this new
volume. He trades in the saxophones and trum-
pets for programmed drums and a larger use of
samples. In fact, the only tried-and-true jazz art-

Guru hits your soul

ists-show on the album are Herbie Hancock (on
the album’s final track, “Timeless”) and Najee,
who plays flute on a track. ‘ .

But for lovers of R & B-flavored hip-hop,
it’s another story. The album scores on nearly
every track, blessed with strong vocals by Angie
Stone, Kelis and Amel Larrieux. The tone shifts
smoothly from down-to-earth (“Keep Your Wor-
ries” with Angie Stone) to thugged-out (on the
Premier-produced, Donnel Jones track,
“Hustlin’ Daze). In each, Guru’s laidback rap is
pretty on the mark, fitting the easy
tempo in most of the songs.

While some of the tracks
flounder (as with the helplessly
dated Isaac Hayes collab, “Night
Vision™) and others just don’t
work (the heavy beat on “All 1
Said” poorly matched with Macy
Gray’s light, raspy voice), when
the album hits, it hits hard. The
stunning Erykah Badu collab on
“Plenty” helps revive some of the flavor of the
first two Jazzmatazz efforts, as Badu brings
Billie Holliday-esque playfulness into her vocals
to make a jazzy and absolutely delicious track.
Guru also wins with the Roots collab “Lift Yo
Fist,” a militant, Rhodes driven anthem that puts
a much-needed energetic hip-hop emphasis into
an otherwise R & B dominated album.

But none of these elements top “Certified,”
head-and-shoulders the best cut on the album.
Featuring up-and-coming crooner Bilal, the track
is simply incredible. The bass line thumps, the
multilayered vocals swing - by itself alone worth
the album price.

Fans of straight hip-hop while probably
be bored with Jazzmatazz: Streetsoul. It doesn’t
smack you in the face like a Gang Star album.
On the other hand, it’s not set to get you jiggy
like Sisqo or Jagged Edge. It’s more the middle
ground of R & B and hip-hop, leaning more
towards straight groove.

Some of the songs will make you tap your
foot, others you won’t feel at all, but some
songs will hit you right in your soul. And that’s
the whole point.

Fall in love withThe Corrs

The Corrs

In Biue

WEA/
Atlantic/Lava

review by |

Rachel Beckett

While studying
abroad in the beautiful country of France last se-
mester, I fell in love. With a band, that is. Dubious
romances aside, I'd call the trip a success. The band
was the Celtic-pop-folk quartet known as The Corrs.
A family of three beautiful sisters and a cutie-pah-
tootie brother who play a whole range of instru-
ments and who possess exceptional voices, this
group instantly grew on me.

Their latest album, Jn Blue, released stateside
Sept. 12, boasts soothing melodies that flow over
you (think Sarah McLachlan) and catchy, poppy
beats that make you want to take a long, sunshiny
drive in a convertible.

However, if you’ve been a Corrs fan in the
past, don’t expect any of the same stuff, because
these guys have a brand new image. Even a quick
glance atthe album cover, which features the band’s
normally smiling faces clouded with cooler-than-

- - thou attitude, makes you wonder what the heck hap-

pened to those sweet Dublin lasses.

But the music captures you from track one.
From the irresistible first single off the album,
“Breathless,” a lighthearted yet mature pop tune that
somehow perfectly captures that feeling of falling
in love (minus all the gushy stuff) to the powerful
and moving “No More Cry,” written for the band’s
father after the death of their mother,

In Blue is full of great cuts, smooth beats and
incredible vocals. They play around a bit with new
sounds on songs like “Give Me A Reason,” which
features a decidedly techno beat underneath their
signature Celtic strings, and offer up a different,
harder rock on songs like “Radio” and “Say.”

The beautifully wistful “All The Love In The
World” is reminiscent of their past hit “Runaway,”
and the bright “Irresistible” is, well, yeah, just that.

I generally consider an album good only if 1
can stick it in the CD player knowing that I won’t
want to skip over any of the songs, and In Blue
definitely meets my criteria. Unquestionably worth
your time, this is the best stuff they’ve produced in
years, and certainly my new favorite Corrs album.

For more info on The Corrs, check out the
Atlantic Records Web site at: http://www.atlantic-
records.com/frames/Artists_Music/
index.html?artistiD=62
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Step into Okayplayer’s realm

feature by | Jonathan Cannon

It just might be the next movement in mu-
sic.

If you've ever gone to a Roots concert,
or purchased one of their CDs, you may have
noticed something. An ambiguous little sign
tagged on the back case of albums and the shirts
of enthusiastic fans. The sign reads something
like this:

OKAY PLAYER

GIVING YOU TRUE NOTES SINCE
1987

What does th!S mean? Who or what is an
okayplayer? These questions and the plague of
idle time sent me to the Internet, that vortex of
information, chat rooms and credit card ex-
penses. A bit of hunting and a short time later
. (a short ime = twenty minutes to three hours),
I found what 1 was looking for.

Http://www.okayplayer.com, Web site for
not only the Roots but D’angelo, Common, The
Jazzyfatnastees, The Dilated People, Talib Kweli
and Hitek. Only this wasn’t your average Web
site. Sure, the guest books were often filled
with stalker-esque “D’angelo I luv U so much
1 want to have yo Baby!” material, but there
was something more. The more I explored
Okayplayer, the more I caught from it a sense
of community -—- among fans and artists.

For example, a visit to the posting boards
might reveal an ongoing battle between fans
and Roots drummer and Okayplayer co-founder
Ahmir “?uestiove” Thompson. The battle?
Seven Degrees of Separation — in music (you’ve
heard of the Kevin Bacon game, now try con-
necting Dizzy Gillespie to Metallica). Or check
Common’s site and download in Real Audio his
three-minute freestyle about the site. Mean-
while, on the Jazzyfatnastees page, singers
Tracey and Mercedes record in journals the
progress 1n their careers, upcoming events
and... their beliefs on love and sex? It’s all there.

As an introductory page explains,
“QOkayplayer.com is you, the Okayplayers (if
you’re reading this, you are an Okayplayer) who
make this place so damn vibrant. Itis only your
continuing support, love and care for the open
areas of this site (guestbook, chat, message
board) that keep this place going... This is all
for you.”

While Okayplayer formed in ?uestlove’s
mind in 1987, it
didn’t begin to
take shape until

an assortment of featured artists including soul
singers Jill Scott, Michelle N’degeocello, Toshi
Kubota and Avant. Not to mention a sizeable
extended family (up-and-coming artists Dice
Raw, Jaguar and Flo Brown to name a few).

To add, the site is responsible for the up-
coming Okayplayer Tour, featuring many of the
Okayartists and such guests as Slum Village,
Rah Digga, Bahamadia and Dead Prez.

In fact, it was via Okayplayer.com that I
was able to reach Mercedes Martinez, one half
of soul divas The Jazzyfatnastees, for an inter-
view.

MONITOR: Getting right mto it: So you
guys have done work with a pretty long list of
artists -- Stevie Wonder, De La Soul and
Outkast to name a few. What brought you to
Okayplayer?

MERCEDES: Well we met The Roots in
LA in 1995. They asked us to do some stuff
on [Illadelph Halflife, the Roots’ third album]
so we came to Philadelphia. Their manager be-
came our manager and we became part of The

. Roots family. When they started their label Mo-
tive Records we were the first act to sign. Of
course when they created Okayplayer.it was
only natural that we keep it in the family.

MONITOR: I've read Tuestlove (very
much tongue-in-cheek) refer to Okayplayer the
“first cult of hip hop”? What sort of image do
you have of Okayplayer as a site and/or fan
base?

MERCEDES: It’s definitely a community.
You get much more of a feeling of connection
than you do with many other music sites. Many
of the Okayplayers become actual friends that
you meet and talk to on a daily basis. You bond
through the love of music in general, hip-hop
in specific, and live music 1n particular.

MONITOR: What’s the overall feeling
among Okayartists? That is to say, is there ever
a sense of competition, the need to top each
other’s albums?

MERCEDES: I'd be lying if I said there

. wasn’t a natural inclination towards competi-
tion. We’re talking about artists in the music
industry. However, because we consider our-
selves part of an extended Okayplayer family,
if one act wins everyone wins. It only fur-
thers the cause. If anything you listen to each
other and think, “Hmmm, they’re rockin’ it!

What’s our thing

going to be?” It’s
challenging, nspi-

shortly after the
release of the
Roots” 1998 al- |
bum, Things Fall
Apart. According
to Angela Nissel,
co-founder  of |
Okayplayer.com,
“He [?uestlove]
was actually in Eu-
rope on tour, and
we used to talk on

rational and motiva-
§ tional.
MONITOR:
So what kind of
§ upcoming projects
i can fans expect
! from Okayartists,
in particular The
Jazzyfatnastees?
MERCEDES:
We’re working on
our follow up al-

the phone every
night about what should go on the site. We’re
still paying those bills. We wanted the site to
be different, so we put our heads together and
came up with a bunch of things, like Stalker of
the Month [featuring descriptions and taped
‘gotcha’ conversations between ?uestlove and
an actual Roots stalker], his review section,
etc.”

The site opened up in 1999, starting as
the Roots web site but soon attracting like-
minded artists the Jazzyfatnastees, D’angelo,
Common and several others. In fact, non-mu-
sicians became involved too; Aaron McGruder,
illustrator of the critically-acclaimed comic strip
The Boondocks, joined the throng, even sup-
plying installments of hus comic for daily post-
ing.

By fall of 2000, Okayplayer had expanded

1o include six different Okavartists groups and

bum to The Once
and Future. The new album 1s called The Tor-
toise and the Hare. It won’t be out until next
June but so far people are feeling the vibe.
We're also supposed to have a song on the
soundtrack for the upcoming Wesley Snipes
movie, Disappearing Acts. Look out for Black
Thought’s Masterpiece Theater and Jaguar’s
Denials, Decisions, and Delusions.

What I found in Okayplayer.com was
more than just another anonymous fan Web
site. It was an entire community of music lov-
ers. A community that combats the celebrity
deification so recurring on Internet sites.
Mostly, just a community of people, artists and
fans, who share two things in common: the
music and idle time.

It just might be the next movement 1n mu-

a

Friday, October 27

John Morris

Scott Shapard
Sunday, October 29

Doug Twaddell

Noon Meal

_Fall Spiritual Growth Meetings

Hosted by the Church of Christ
1302 E. Filmore, Kirksville Mo.
660-627-4003 www.veren.com/kitksville

11:30 a.m. Session, Truman Campus
Ekklesia TGIF Devotional Luncheon
Spanish Room, Student Union Building
Doug Twaddell “Nonverbal Commymcahon

& Christians”

7:00 p.m. Session, Truman Campus
Ekklesia Devotional & Learning New Songs
Down Under Room, Student Union Building

“Repentance”

8:00 p.m. Fun at the Truman Student Recreation Center

Saturday, October 28
5:00 p.m. Fun at the Truman Student
Recreation Center
7:00 p.m. Session, Church Building

10:00 a.m. Session, Church Building

“‘God's Call’

11:00 a.m. Session, Church Building
John Morris “Demoniac of Gadara’

2:00 p.m. Session, Church Building
Doug Twaddell “Commitment’

Doug Twaddell

Scott Shappard Songleader

John Morris  “Significanceof the Death,
Burial, and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ”

John Morris

I don’t need surgery -- yet

opinion by | JJ Pionke

OK, so finally the day was coming to see the
surgeon. I am laying kind of preoccupied in bed
and I feel this painful spot on my breast. I have a
lump. I have a brief panic attack asking my higher
being “WHY?!” and then call the doctor. The next
day I have go to the doctor at 10:30 am. and she
tells me it is probably an infected cyst, she gives
me some antibtotics and sends me on my way. 1
talk to my mom a bit and then go to my meeting
with the surgeon at 1:30 pm.

He was an asshole. I did not like him at all. I
1do end up needing surgety, he is not going to be
the one cutting into me. He basically told me that
he didn’t understand why 1 was there. My cyst
was small compared to some of the ones he has
removed; it would either dissolve or burst on its
own. He recommended getting a second pelvic
ultrasound in two months and sent me on my way.
To say that his abrupt manner and dismissive afti-
tude was a total tumn off is an understatement.
Needless to say I will be seeking a second opinion
come November from a gynecologist at home in
Chicago. So the status right now 15 that I don’t
need surgery, but that could change.

Perhaps one of the things I have thought
about the most is not just that this is my health, or
even that many women out there do not pay at-
tention to their bodies or their health, but rather
that ] am in the precarious position of losing my
insurance shortly. When I tun 23 in February, I
will be off my parents msurance and the problems
1 have now will have to be covered by either my
own acquired insurance or I will have to go with-
out.

While I am happy that I am catching these
medical problems now, I am upset that Imay have
to find some other way o get necded medications
nd exatps {t

thinge I have never thonobt

about before. I don’t think 2 lot of people do until
something is wrong and you realize that your -
surance doesn’t cover it. While T am safe for the
moment, I won’t be much longer.

In the meantime, every day is a battle. Half
the time I don’t want to get out of bed. Keeping
my chin up gets hard when you have papers due,
you are behind on reading, you don’t feel well and
you are 400 miles from home. My friends and fam-
ily have been supportive, but they can’t make me
stop feeling uterine cramping or pain in my breast.

In the end this is a fight T must fight alone.
While they help, they don’t know what’s going on
in my head. It doesn’t help that some people sim-
ply don’t have any sympathy. I can’t help 1t if'1
have migrames that hurt so bad I just get up long
enough for some Advil and then crawl back irio
bed, or that I have moments when I completely
freak out and cry hysterically because this is hap-
pening. 1 wonder sometmes what these people
would do if it were happening to them; if they didn’t
have many people to rely on for support.

1 will say this. Every single one of my pro-
fessors has been supportive, understanding, and
caring about this whole situation. T hate mussing
class. They understand that if T am not there 1t 13
for a really good reason, not because I just don’t
fecl like going to class. For that I am very grateful
for their continuing support.

As I write this, the lump in my breast seems
to be receding, yet it lingers and my uterine cramps
vary from day to day. 1 talk to friends and family
every day. I tell myself everyday it will be better
soon. ] must be patient and not worry as mch as
1 have been. It happens to millions of women ev-
ery day and T am not the only one. Some days are
worse than others, but more than anything, I still

_have hone my fiends, family aod teachere
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. Monitor Consumer Report

Blimpie sandwiches

feature by | DeanYzon .

Consumers have a right to know about the
products they purchase. As a college-aged con-
sumer, your money 1s faportant to you. It is im-
perative that it is not wasted on faulty products,.
because like most other college students, your fi-
nancial resources are, to put it kindly, limited. It is
my duty as an uncertified inspector of consumer
products tomake sure you get your money’s worth.

In this week’s consumer report, I investigated
the Blimpie sandwiches from Main Street Market
in the SUB. In an attempt to ascertain whether or
not the Blimpie subs are worth your cash, I used
my transfer specials to stock up on such delica-
cies as the Blimpie Best and the Veggie Max.

I resisted the urge to conduct a conventional
taste test because it is, like I said, conventional.
Instead I put the sandwiches through series of rig-
orous tests. Well, due to the abundance of home-
work issued out around here, I only had time for
one test. With the help of some of The Monitor
staff T was able to research how well the Blimpie
1 sandwiches fared a five-story drop from the top
floor of Missouri Hall. To determine whether or
not the Blimpie sub sandwiches are quality foods,
I examined the consistency and blast radius of the
sandwiches upon impact with the sidewalk pave-

ment. Each sand-
wich yielded simi-
lar results.

The veg-
etable patty of the
Veggie  Max
stayed 1intact
through the fall, though the vegetable toppings
did not hold strong. The ham and cheese sand-
wich splattered itself all over the pavement. En-
trails of mustard and mayonnaise were clearly
indicative that the ham and cheese is not a qual-
ity buy. The Veggie Max being tasted after im-
pact however; was superb.

When the test was administered to the tur-
key and cheese sub I was amazed at the results.
The cold slices of the dead turkey rained down
from the sky with unexpected speed. Lettuce
and onion circles hovered m the air like ashes
after an explosion. The slabs of turkey and Swiss
Tittered the ground. The turkey and Swiss passed.

Next up was the Blimpic Best. The Best
with all the fixings left a litfle bit of lettuce shrap-
nel to hazard pedestrians walking to class. Al-
though it held its innards together the bread and
toppings managed fo spread over the sidewalk.
Which leads me to my conclusion, Blimpie has
my stamp of approval, and overall the Blimpie
Best was the best.

The blast radius

Sadexha

feature by | W. Aaron Wilson

eating routine in order to explore other dining

establishment can get at time.

rounded flavor. While the batter proved to be
moist and tender.

On Wed., Oct. 11,1 took a break from my normal

N
e : N )
tives in the area. That was how my companions and I o~
r

found ourselves at Missouri Hall Cafeteria for my evening meal. =
We arrived early, as from past experience I knew how packed that

£

alterna-

Unfortunately, I had picked a particularly bad day on which to visit that establishment.
A water main had burst; depriving the eatery of running water for their dishwashers and
beverage machines. Still, the staff seemed to make the best of it, cheerfully handing out
- paper plates and setting up temporary beverage dispensers. '

I chose for my dinner the chicken fried steak, with applesauce and dinner rolls. The
steak, an old standby, was served with white gravy and had just enough spice for a well-

a bit thick, this ensured that the meat was

My companions, Ray Shell and The Dave, both sampled the fish sandwiches. “This
fish sandwich, which doesn’t remind me of fish sticks, is really pretty good,” Ray com-
mented. “You better eat all that fish. Jesus made that fish patty for you. And do you know
how many dolphins he had to kill to get it?”” The Dave said. i

Overall, dining at Missouri is a pleasant enough experience, provided that no water
mains have burst and you arrive before the dinner crowd.

Protesters, tear gas fill St. Louis

feature by | Daniel Coate

Despite the lack of excitement i the last
Presidential debate, if it can be called a debate,
the streets of St. Louis were filled with energy
that night as more than 400 activists gathered to
protest the unfair treatment of third party candi-
dates, the two-party system, capitalism and vari-
ous other injustices in our country. I had the
chance to participate in the protests and exer-
cise my First Amendment rights on Oct. 17, ak.a.
017.

We arrived in St. Louis just after 4 p.m.
and made our way towards the sightof the Green

* Party rally (not an easy task, thanks to the po-

lice), where 600 other activists were also
headed. As the Missouri Green Party candidate
for governor spoke, people flowed into the park.
By the time Ralph Nader took the podium, the
crowd of 600 had swelled to 1,500.

Around 7:30 p.m., people started to gather
at the intersection of Big Bend and Skinker,
through which those attending the debates would
pass. We didn’t make it to the protest site until
about 7:45 p.m. on account of my companions’
need for food. The party didn’t really get started
until after we arrived (surprise, surprise), as the
protest had started with speakers addressing the
crowd of about 400 on issues such as the drug
war, prisons, the United States’ continuing. war
against Iraq and, of course, the injustice of the
two-party system.

After the speakers had finished, we put gags
in our mouths and turned our backs on the de-
bate hall, raising the appropriate finger in the air.
After being warned by peacekeepers that those
who stay might be subject to police action, a por-
tion of the protestors marched away from the
mtersection in silence.

After the departure of the marchers, the
party started. We began dancing, chanting and
yelling to the sounds of bucket-drums in front of
several dozen heavily armored riot police: “Two,
four, six, eight, smash the police state!” “Let
Ralph Debate!” and “I scream! You scream! We
all scream for anarchy!” The anarchist cheer-
leaders, dancing with a red and black Circle A
banner, led us m a round of “Revolution is the
Solution.” A flag- was burned near where I was
standing and a circle formed around an espe-
cially energetic activist as he danced on the burn-
ing flags, stomping out the flaming remains to
the cheers of the excited protestors.

After about an hour of enthusiastic smging
and dancing, word began to spread through the
crowd that we were going to move the protest to
a site where there would be more traffic. After
an affinity group meeting, the rumors were con-
firmed and we turned and headed toward our
new protest site, Forsyth and Skinker. The march

Fucking Difference” banner, which featured pic-
tures of donkeys and elephants getting friendly
with each other. The members of the local Black
Bloc, who had been at the front of the protest
directly against the barricades, marched back-
wards with their body shields raised, shiclding us
from potential police attacks. As we marched
down Big Bend, our voices echoed throughout
the Wash U. campus and the Wydown neigh-
borhood: “Whose streets? Our streets!” and
“Bush! Goret Same fucking difference!”
* ¥ ¥ :

When the police began threatening with
arrest, most of us decided to clear the street.
Three women remained sitting in the street and
were arrested shortly. The police had lined up
against a section of the curb where the majority
of us had gathered. When several of the protest-
ors began shouting msults at the police, they be-
gan pushing us with their shiclds. Because we
were packed so tightly together and because of
a six-foot wall behind us, we had nowhere to go
and were forced to push back against the police,
who responded by spraying us with pepper spray.

1 was sprayed in the face, but luckily none
got in my eyes. I was able to make 1t out of the
crowd, while wiping madly at my face with the
sleeves of my sweatshirt and grabbmng for my
vinegar-soaked bandana m preparation for the
tear gas that I assumed would follow. Fortunately,
no tear gas was used. Unfortunately, several
people at the front of the group were clubbed,
many more were sprayed in the eyes, and two
were dragged into the street and arrested. I
watched helplessly as the police repeatedly
sprayed a girl, who had climbed to the top of the
wall in an attempt to escape, despite her hysteri-
cal screams and cringed when she fell to the
ground. We were outraged that the police had
resorted to physical aggression and chemicals and
began crying “Shame on you!” and “We’re not
violent!” Unfortunately, the hopelessness of the
situation was apparent to all. We were not going
to break our vow of nonviolence and many of us,
me and my compamons included, decided that
the best thing to do was to leave peacefully.

Shortly after 11 p.m. we left the slowly di-
minishing crowd and headed hiome. By 11:30
p.m., only a handful of protestors remained, re-
fusing to leave until the five arrested were re-
leased. Despite the lack of media coverage of
the protests. (the national news was only there
for a couple of minutes), the unjust actions by
the police and Nader again being prohibited from
entering the debates, O17 was a success and an
important step in the direct-action battle agamst
corporate power. As on N30, A16, 811, and 826,
on O17 our voice was heard on our streets.

Read the complete article on-line at Atp-//
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feature by | Jog Rothermich
A Brooklyn, New York woman has been convicted of bank fraud and larceny for
‘spending money mistakenly deposited in her account. Reuters reported that
$701,998.94 was placed into the woman’s Chase Manhattan Bank account. Susan
Rouse Madakor said she thought the money had come from lottery winnings. Madakor
had gpent an estimated $250,000 before her account was frozen. She reportedly
“spent the money to pay off credit cards, lease a minivan and set up a college trust
fund for her 10-year-old son. According to a federal complaint, the money belonged
to the U.N. Environmentai Program. How the money got into Madakor's account is
stillniot certain. ' ;

A new Web site is now offering women the opportunity to receive mobile phone
messages reminding them of when they are mostfertile. Women, who register at the
site, http//iwww zappybaby.de will have messages sent to their mobile phones for
free, according to Reuters. A standard message would read, “Achtung! The best five
days for iove are starting.” Women can also draft their own messages and even have
the message sent to spouses. The service began on Oct. 18. Sabine Kulau, a
spokeswomen for the site said women now will not have to bother with hectic
calculating and planning and that it gives couples who want to have children the
knowledge of when to spend some time alone.

if ancestry is any indication of who will win the presidential election, then Gorge
W. Bush will be the next president according to Britain’s Blue Blood Bible. The Blue
Biood Bible said Bush is a 13th cousin of Britain's Queen Mother and of her daughter,
Queen Elizabeth, and is a 13th cousin once removed of the heirto the throne, Prince
- Charles, according to Reuters. Bush is also a direct descendant from Henry llf and
from Henry Vlil's sister, Mary Tudor, who was also the wife of Louis Xi of France. He
is also descended from Charles Il of England. On the other side, Al Gore is a
descendant of Edward i, and also a cousin of former President of the United States
Richard Nixon. Gore also is a descendant of Roman Emperors Louis II, Charles Ii
and Louis | and is therefore also a direct descendant of Charlemagne -- the eight-
.century Emperor. The only problem is that Gore’s link to Charlemagne makes him a
cousin to Bush.

I tl .
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Aries (March 21-April 20) it's time

to start thinking about your future. And

as | see it your future is inburrito hunting.
Hey, it has its merits.

Taurus (April 21-May 22) Find
yourself dozing off at awkward times? it's

. nothing a cup of joe and a good collection

of text-based porn won't soive.

Gemini (May 23-June 21) Mark my

i words. You will be the source of much

pain and anguish for all your friends and
loved ones this week.

Cancer {June 22-July 24) You know
it's now or never. Take a chance on rock
‘ roll.

Leo {July 25-August 23) Thinking
of the perfect costume for that Halloween
party allthe popular kids are going to be
at? My answer —a gash.

Virgo (August 24-September 23)
You will die in a horrible accident...

| tomorrow. Ah, c'est la vie.

Let the

stans be your
guéc[s./

Libra (September 24-October 23)
Waste your brain, wax your board and §
pray for waves.

Scorpio (October 24-November
22) Thinking of infidelity? Don’t worry.
You'll never get caught. it's foolproof, I tell §
you! '

Sagittarius (November 23- §
December 21) Your astrological energy
is at an all-time high. Directthat energy at §
fishing forsardines. Sardines is good food.

Capricom (December 22-January §
20) There is no time for dillydally. Stop §
fotzing around. It's chicken sandwich day
inthe cafeteria.

Aquarius (January 21-Febraury
18) The apocalypse is coming. And it's all |
your fault. Thanks for nothing, Aquarius. §

Pisces (February 20-March 20) If
your money can't buy you happiness,
dontiet it go to waste. Give it to me,
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Students in Jim Jereb’s Printmaking I class are currently showing their work
R in Baldwin Hall on the third floor. Their assignment was to explore different

methods of representing illusory depth, for example: using linear perspective,

D AGQ overlap, scale and size differences. All works are black and white litho prints.

| Jennifer Boudreau
| “Procession”

(Right)
Amanda Newell
[<4 SP eak. 3

Leslie Proud Cassandra Graham
“A Different View” “My Parents Are Strange

93

Annie Martineau

Heather Lynch
“Old Timer”
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r of tribes and nations

:er of his earth

Inventive destroyer

"Righitfully stealing land and life

‘Cornisuming, exploiting, raping, killing, cloning
‘Genetically engineering himself to be God

A

~ —Crystal R. Tillman

The Paper Napkin

1 had the urge to write to you today,.

While 1 was at our favorite restaurant,

So 1 asked my waitress if 1 could borrow her pen,
And 1 unfolded my paper napkin to begin.

1 told you all about what F've been doing lately,

My goals and plans and hopes and dreams and fears,

1 know it’s been a long time since 1 wrote last,
And that old paper napkin filled up so fast.

1 needed to tell you more so then on the back,
1 shared some of our favorite memories,

And before 1 knew it 1 touched that napkin to my eye,

1 hadn’t even realized that 1 had begun to cry.

Then 1 paid and left to take that napkin to you,
Completely covered in heartfelt words of mine,

1 saw some friends who wanted to tell you they thought

that you were brave,
So 1 scribbled it in the comer of your paper napkin,

Losing Innocence

You cry, 4ou whineg,
You want to talk all the thwue.
tlaugh; Lleave,
all { want is to be free.
You dew't understand whiy things have changed,
ou want it back, You want me the.same.
{don't understand what happened when © was young,
all of that fear has kept me from fun.
You know what L am talking about,
You know what { went through.
You satd it was wrong of him,
but You Aid it too.
You were so determined--
ou wouldn't Let go.
You told me to be quiet
when { told you “no”
So You did it once,
and you diad it again. -
You did what yYou had to
S0 You could put it in.
week after week
and year after year,
Youwd swmile in my eyes
when they were full of tears.
The only difference is
you satd you caved

And whew Ljou were done

You didwt go back up statrs.
Then someone showed me
now it should be dowe;

S shouldnt be feared

US should be fun.

i Learned How to smile

and Learned to Laugh too.
Then he took what he wanted—-
it was the same thing as you.

The next thme we weve alone
yYou tore off my) pants.
{ treated you well,
L did att you satd
You just soaked it all up
thew took e to bed.
My thoughts were something
{ wouldn't give you
Bventually you saw this
and then roaped them too.
Thewn L understood what owy
"Love” is about
A L was forced to discover
the owL@ way out.
So i took what was Left,
that very Little part,
i told it “goodbye”
and closed up my heart.
t can do things because
{ have memorized their action.
But never again witl © do
them with pass’ww.
You Loved what you were
when L needed only you.
Now i don't,
and you don't know what to do.
You tetl me i am wrong

ow telt me it isw't falr.
You can tell viee what you want
t YeuLLg don't care.
t must have beew tight,
it must have felt great.
Dow't cry for me now,
youare a Little too late.
You ask me to hold you,
you ask me to stag.

and laid it by your grave.

—L. B. Filner

The Time of the Roly Polies Has Begun

My six-year-old passes seasons by their bugs,
and tells us ‘
April is the time of roly polies.

My three sons and I

walk down to the lagoon,

stop for newborn leaves,

curled around their branches

like the inner petals of the artichoke,

heavy with butter,

we ate for supper last night.

The two older boys run to hide til I

burst after them, an elephant, ‘

clump through yellow grasses, boom and bellow,
swipe with open hands. ‘
Overgrown bushes, and

clumps of young elms,

stand to watch around the dried and leafy oval.

Across the clearing,

the spot I just left,

green and white cloth moves

against the gray-barked trunks.

Two-year-old Tommy, lonely with the sentry trees,
strips his shirt sleeve, calls me back with

one bare arm,

pale as the artichoke,

cut at its alabaster heart.

—Jennifer Hatala

You said you had changed,
you said You were wrong.
You said you were sorry
and hate whewn L am gone.
L said i was hurt,
{ cant be what i was.
You said it was fine
because You were in Love.
t was weak so
L gave You a second chance,

tlook at You, laugh,
and then walk away.
Now How cry,
you whing,
ou want to talk
all the time.
tlaugh, iL'leave
and now i am free.

—Molly Gillespie

My Nigga

Mellow like jazz

that’s tardy to the stage,
but thoughtful like hip hop
shy of contracts,

My Nigga Stan

is my balance beam,
balances my jump

with chairs,

balances my whore

with straight lines,
balances my grimace
with phone calls to mom,
and wrestles my poetry
as we roam The Ville,
pursuing screams

only we know of.

—-Orlando L. Williams

“Il bother you on Wednesday.”

By beginning | invited the end.
Upon your face | read its absence.
In your actions | see the meimories.
Presently | see the past

As it arranges itself in the future.
Along this walk I'll cross my

Thought in ways that dim my vision.
On either side, | don’t deny

The growth for which this path exists.
Through my closing eyes, | allow myself to carry on

In this highly fashioned fashion.

—Steve Sesti

,’/\7(; ané Dage; s still on the pvow‘ For
new poems. Drop submissions in the

Mon/ﬁow mai“;ox, in the CA\OC or
e-mail me at x’Z8Q@£ruman.eo‘uA




