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must be vigorously defended. Advocacy

of is, quite obviously, a matter of no signifj-
cance. ‘
-~Noam Chomsky™ " *
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Hi. This issue is very funny Ithasa duck on
cover. Or - it used to uatil Jon said“we could do this
- with the phallic thing on it.” We- figured it out, thio

It’s a psychic robot flying a plane into a humany
‘head. :

Also, several contributors covered internat
al news issues; from France, Iraq, and South Ame
There’s a lot to talk. and care about in these places, ¢

~ For the upcoming national day of sex, wj
recieved seductive mad-libs and Valentines. Clipl
~ out'dnd they’11 help you look like you’re not really slzj
ing that certain someone. ‘Cause when they catchy{
you could just pull orie out of your pocket an say; ‘H]
I Just wanted to give you this.” Thus, keeping yous
in the “ambiguous stalker” zone. It will make you I
Just legitimate enough to confuse them. T
" But - anyway, stop, you know, Jackmgq
Read. Write. Create something printable. :

Email your stuff to monitortrm@hotmailq
or just show up to our meetmg for more info. BH}
8: QO Thursday:

™ 4
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~ letters

ry Writer offess
plogy. abundant
epreciation

work with dialogue. It obviously did not fare
well. So, once again, I have shamed thy
memory. I apologize for the wasted pulp.

If you read that story and want a per-

sonal apology, there are a few ways to con-

tact me:

1just recently reviewed my eniries for
40 word or less short story contest. I
{i that my story, "Repeated For
sis" was1400 words long. I for one am
tmbarrassed by this. Therefore, I pub-
fipologize for my story entitled

4 best interest to submit that story
1 it was absolute crap. 1 wasted a page
{ihat could have gone to some more
Ting stuff such as news, comics, Of

{ilank space. That was me trying to

write me a letter addressed to:

Zhian N. Kamvar

312 S. Mulanix

Kirksville, MO 63501

I will pay you back for the stamp.

or, you can email me at znk302@tru-

gted For Emphasis". It was not in good man.edu
égsubmlt a story without first chequing )
iwas 1000 words or less. It was also not . .
-Zhian Namir Kamvar

Editors’ note: All finalists and non-

absolute-crap stories were checked to ensure
contest rules for length were met.

Inden reader

laments Kirksvillels

loss of innocence

When I picked up a copy of every-
one’s favorite official university news publi-
cation last week, I was shocked at what I
saw. Armed convicts escaping! Young-ns
facing drug charges! Arson! Rioting in the
streets! Endless public slaughter of innocent
whimpering puppies! Ob my sweet gentle
Kirksville, what has become of my safe-
haven from the sad cruel world?

-Jeff Higgins

Preacher relreals
reader rejoycets

Finally, one of the holy screamers got
so little attention when he showed up on
carnpus one morning that he went home by a
little after noon. Remember people, they’re
like stay dogs, if we keep giving them atten-
tion they’ll never go away.

-Noam Plum

Send your letters to The
Monitor mailbox in the CSI,
or to
monitortrm@hotmail.com .
Letters may be edited for
length.

lonitor News

sniled by >> Nicole Rainey

r/Activist Ossie Davies Dies at

{0ssie Davis, an internationally
fnized civil rights activist and actor
{on Feb. 5 in Miami.

0 Davis is known most for his roles
gng with issues of racial injustice.
dareer began in the late '30s in
fm where he spent time with
id3. Dubois, Richard Wright and

;ev march on Washington, and will be
{remembered for the eulogy he gave

Davis is also known for his life-
{love of his wife (and often acting

fn plays. Most notably, they both
fared in the television series "Roots:

n

o), and "The Stand” (1994).

34{ Former New York Governor Mario
1410 stated, "His greatness as a
bn being went far beyond his excel-
“§: as an actor. Ossie was a citizen of
fountry, first, and the world. He and
Jrife were activists, and they took it
dusly."

Become a Conscientious Objector
Conscientious objecting has just
been made much easier. A young man
who was recently granted objector status
himself has just put up a new website
detailing the process. Check 1t out at
http://www.peace-out.com.

Celebrate Marley's 60th Birthday

Sunday, Feb. 6 would have been
international reggae star Bob Marley's
60th birthday. In Addis Ababa's main
square, nearly 300, 000 people came to
his birthday party. The party was meant
to kick off a world-wide charity cam-
paign to help raise money to help poor
families in Ethiopia and Tsunami vic-
tims in Somalia.

Colorado Prof gets Shitcanned for
Speaking Unpopularly

Ward Churchill, a Native
American political activist and Colorado
University professor has recently come
under intense political scrutiny for an
essay he wrote several years ago about
9-11.

The problems began when Biil
O'Reilly aired a segment on his show
that showed conservative protesters
standing outside one of Churchill's lec-
tures. One of the protesters lost his
father during 9-11. Upset, Churchill
waived his speaking fee (he was visiting
a small school in upper New York State),
but it was to no avail-O'Reilly fans from
all over the country flooded both:the
school that hosted him and the
University of Colorado at Boulder (his
home institution) with incenged letters.
Churchill has resigned his position as
department chair, and his tenure is in
-serious question. )

The essay in question discusses’

the massive number of Iraqi children
that died as a result of UN sanctions
against Iraq pre- 9-11. About the first
president Bush's attack against Iraq,
Churchill says: "It was a performance
worthy of the Nazis during the early
months of their drive into Russia." He
further compares the complacency of the
American people during this time to the
complacency of the Germans under the

Nazi regime.

New Budget Bad for Working Women?

The Center for Economic and
Policy Research (CEPR) has recently
reported that the

Bush Administration’s new budget
proposal will negatively affect working
women and their families. Work-support
programs like child care and Medicare
are incredibly necessary for low-income
women.

On February 7th, center spokes-
woman Heather Boushey stated: "Access
to health insurance and affordable, qual-
ity child care makes the difference
between mothers being able to stay on
the job and not. Unfortunately, the
President's budget does not recognize
the importance of these supports for
helping working families.”

Oil-for-Food hits a Slick Spot

Friday, the United Nations sus-
pended the men in charge of the Oil-for-
Food program in Iraq (Benon Sevan and
Joseph Stephanides), under charges of
misconduct. According to a U.S.-led
investigation, Sevan and Stephanides
received significant kickbacks, includ-
ing a mysterious $160,000 that
Stephanides supposedly received from
an aunt.
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Howard Zm weidhrsinonthe US infrag

Interview hy >> Mary
Burford and Andrés Delgado

Howard Zinn is a distinguished
Marxist historian, raised in a working
class Brooklyn family. Retired from
professorship at Boston University,
Zinn -is . mostly noted for writing A
People's History of the United States.
Zinn flew bombing missions during
World War 11, an experience he now
cites as formative in respect to his
ardent anti-war politics. Zinn plea-
sured The Monitor with an interview
conducted via email, commenting on
the situation in Iraq in light of legisla-
tion proposed by Rep. Lynn Woolsey.

On Jan. 27, 2005, Rep. Lynn
Woolsey, D-Calif., introduced a bill
co-sponsored by 24 other Democrats
mandating the immediate withdrawal
of U.S. forces in Iraq. This gesture is
follow-up to a letter that Woolsey and
15 other House Democrats delivered
Bush in early January.
Representatives Maxine Walters and
former presidential candidate Dennis
Kucinich of Ohio are among those
petitioning with Woolsey. It is unlikely
that the proposal will even see the
floor for vote in the Republican-con-
trolled House.

Q. Do you believe the U.S. mili-
tary should immediately withdraw its
troop presence from Iraq, and why?

A. Yes, because we do not belong
there - it is not our country, because
our invasion of Iraq was a violation of
international law since it was not a
matter of self-defense (Iraq posed no
threat to us or to any other nation), and
because our presence there has brought
chaos and violence and countless
deaths and injuries.

For a more detailed answer,
please see Mr. Zinn's op-ed piece on
page seven.

Q. What competing interests are

.environment,
-enrichment

at tension in the decision of whether to
totally withdraw troops in Iraq vs.
maintain a troop presence for longer?
What individuals are the primary play-
ers?

A. The chief interests for main-
taining our presence come from the oil
corporations, from the contractors
making billions out of the occupation
(Halliburton, Bechtel, etc.), from the
historic drive of the U.S. for imperial
expansion throughout the world, from
the political uses for

in his war against Iran in the 19808,
the Gulf War of 1991 (pretending to be
concerned about the invasion- of
Kuwait) - all have been part of the
long-term policy of controlling Middle
East oil.

Q. What do you predict for. the
next four years in the arena of US for-
eign policy? Is the intention for full
scale invasion of any particular coun-
try clearly indicated?

the president as the
public rallies through
a false mnotion of
patriotism around the
war and around him,
from the value to the
president of focusing
the American people
on war rather than on
his ruination of the
his

situation which is horri-
ble and gets worse every
day, and a situation
which is open-ended
and uncertain.”

A.1doubta

“It is a dilemma where | full-scale inva-
h . b sion. The inva-

you choose between a | ., of Iraq

shows the futility
of that and the
public has turned
against the war to
the point where it
would not sup-
port another war.
Air strikes might

of the
superrich, his cuts in human services,
and his creation of an enormous debt.

Q. Do you have any comment on
the recent elections in Iraq?

A. Elections in themselves do
not add up to democracy. These elec-
tions cannot be called free, taking
place in a military atmosphere, sur-
rounded by American troops. They will
not change the fundamental situation
in Iraq, which is the continued destruc-
tion of that nation by our military pres-
ence.

Q.. Why do you believe the U.S.
invaded Iraq?

A. Oil, which has been the basic
motive for U.S. policy in the Middle
East ever since the end of World War
II. The deal F.D.R. made with Ibn Saud
in 1945 to keep the Saudi dynasty in

.power in return for U.S. domination of

Saudi oil, the overthrow of the demo-
cratically elected Mossadeq in Iran in
1953, the support of Saddam Hussein

take place to
intimidate other countries.

Q. What would it mean for the
future of Iraq's government if the U.S.
withdrew completely?

We. don't know. It is a dilemma
where you choose between a situation
which is horrible and gets worse every
day, and a situation which is open-
ended and uncertain. Better the uncer-
tainty following the U.S. withdrawal
than the certainty of "violence and
death if the U.S. stays. The odds for
reducing that uncertainty and having a
peaceful Iraq become greater if the
U.S. withdrawé and an international
group comes in not with guns but with
food, medicine, engineers, and as
peacekeepers to work out a solution
for a federal Iraq, giving some satis-
faction to Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds.

Q. Do you draw a meaningful
distinction between the circumstances
leading to the U.S.'s engagement of the
Vietcong and the March 2003 invasion

of Iraq, because the U.S. was di§
on its home soil on Sept. 11?

A. No. In both cases, an i§
was used to justify invasion }
there is no connection betweerf
11 and Iraq, it was just an excf
attack, just as the falsified G
Tonkin incident was used as an¢§
to invade Vietnam. Iraq did not§
the U.S. on its home soil any mo§
the Vietnamese did.- On the co
the U.S.-attacked both nations o
home soil. g

Q. As a historian, do youd;
the premise that at the time of
sion, Iraq was determinably a suf
er of anti-West violence? 1

A. There's no evidence off
and even if there was, that would§
good reason for bombing and i§
the Iraqi people. The moral jusg
tion for doing violence to othef
only be that you are focusing e
on people who are doing Viole
you. If criminals with a history ff
lence are hiding out.in a neighbu:
you are not justified in bombig
neighborhood and killing ing
people. « .

Q. What are some historlg
suggested bottom-up approachd§
students to affect a policy chany
Iraq, i.e., bring home:the troops'§

A. Historically, it's a matlk
educating and informing the Amef§
people about the reasons for the §§
sion, the history of U.S. foreign
the  human  consequences ¥
Americans and for Iraqis of the i§
sion, so that more and more of
will express their opposition to thd
and eventually force the governme
withdraw. That's what happened if
Vietnam years, a gradual grovf
understanding among the Amej
people, helped by the anti-war n
ment, about what we were doin
Vietnam. ‘
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Wirld Sodd mem’uapa'tscbuy hierardy ad privilege

Story by >> Marc Becker

Every year at the end of January,
the world's corporate and government
elite gather under tight police security
in the Swiss resort town of Davos for
the World Economic Forum (WEF) to
plot the future of corporate-led global-
ization. Five years ago, community
organizers, trade unionists, young peo-
ple, academics, and others began to
meet in Porto Alegre, Brazil to rethink
and recreate globalization so that it
would benefit people.

relatio ShlpS between scholars and
social movements moved to an exami-
nation of the role of academics 1n the
struggle for social justice, and ended
with the formation of a transnational
network of scholars and activists to
promote collaborative actions around

‘common concerns. Another group of

critical scholars held a series of infor-
mal meetings and created an activist-

- oriented research network.

Activists who have been
involved in the organization of social
—forums in  North

From these hum
ble beginnings, thi
alternative annua
meeting called ‘the
World Social Forum}
(WSF) has grown intof
the - world's larges
meeting of civil socie
ty. Stretching for sev

@il America gathered to
share their experi-
ences and to chart
directions for future
action. Bringing a
model of mobilizing
civil society from the
south to the heart of
the empire 1s a funda-

eral kilometers along
the - open spaces of]
Porto Alegre's. Guaiba

Foum .

A soe Frante e airetal orh

from indymedia.org

mentally subversive
and profoundly radical

riverfront, from January 26-31 of this
year 155,000 participants. from 135
courntries joined together in 2500
activities in 11 Thematic: Terrains
under the Southern Hemisphere's sum-
mer: sur.

With the slogan "another world
1s possible," the forum is filled with
speakers, workshops, panels, debates,
marches, and cultural events. The
forum provides an open platform for
.activists to discuss strategies of resist-
cance to globalization and. to present
constructive alternatives. Although
hardly known or recognized in the
United States, the World Social Forum
has quickly grown into the most
dynamic -and- important polltlcal event
+in:the world.

The WSF has grown so large that
.itrhas become impossible for one per-
gon ‘to comprehend the scope- and

extent of activities carried: out .under .

itscumbrela. ‘Activists use this'meeting
to:debate many different proposals and
‘to launch varrous campaigns and
actions. For example, a new campaign
for a Currency Transactions Tax (CTT)
attempts to stop currency speculation

and redirect funds toward economic -

development. : '

A series’ of panels on "Breaking
Down. the Ivory Tower" examined the
role of universities in the creation of
another world. The discussions viewed

AR

activity. It is precisely
this attempt to smash capitalism, one
organizer noted, that makes it so hard
to 'organize a social forum in the
United States. Nevertheless, activists
hope to hold a United States: Social
Forum during the summer of 2006.

Some consider the youth camp
program to be the truest expression of
the social forum. Here, participants
dispose of hierarchy and privilege, as
they work together in a common proj-
ect to transcend race, class, and gender
barriers. Dubbed the "International
Youth Camp,"” this program drew
35,000 people.

At the edge of the WSF activi-
ties, 400 delegates from 100
Indigenous groups met in a "Puxirum
of Indigenous Arts and Knowledge."
the Brazilian Tup1 Guaram Indlgenous
language, Puxirum means "a joining of
efforts for a ‘common goal:" Their
meeting ended with’a declaration that
"another world is possible, and we are
part of that world.™

Although a broad range of issues
and concerns drew activists to the
WSF, the overriding theme was a con-
frontation of neoliberal economic poli-

" cies and to stop the U.S. war in Iraq.

This 1ssue unified diverse activists
from Brazil to Palestine to Korea. The
eniemy has a name, some participants
observed, and that name is Bush.
Leftist Brazilian president Luis

e

| beliefs,

Inicio Lula da Silva-came to the WSEF
to launch a Global Call to Action
Against Poverty. The biggest celebrity
to visit the forum, however, was left
populist Venezuelan president Hugo
Chavez. Packing to overflowing a huge
sports stadium, Chavez strongly con-
demned neoliberalism and imperialism
that takes resources away from the
poor in order to benefit the wealthy.
He framed his message as "the South
stopping the destruction of the Bush
doctrine.” If the enemy has a name per-
haps so does the people’s champion,
and for many people at the WSF that
name would be Hugo Chavez.

Placing elected political officials
at the middle of WSF discourse 1s
rather ironic given that the' forum

began explicitly as a gathering of civil -

society that discarded state-centered
solutions to social problems. Many
activists, however, are rethinking the

relationship between social move-
ments and political parties. This has
led back to an emphasis on the impor-
tance of the state in achieving funda-
mental social changes.

Next year . the World Social
Forum moves to a decentralized model
with regional meetings planned for
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the
Americas. A hemispheric Americas
Social Forum is scheduled to take
place the last week of January in
Venezuela. In 2007, plans call for
another global meeting of civil socie-
ty-this time in Africa.

Marc Becker teaches Latin American
History at Truman State University
and attended the World Social Forum
in Porto Alegre, Brazil at the end of
January. More information from the

forum'is available on his webpage at

kttp ://www.yachana.org/reports/wsf5/.

Opinion by >> lan Florida

"Tolerance 'is a personal deci-
sion that comes from a belief that
every person is a treasure. I believe
that America’s diversity is its strength.
I also recognize that ignorance, insen-
sitivity and bigotry can turn that diver-
sity into a source ofpre]udzce and dzs—
crimination.

To help keep diversity a well-

: spring of strength and make America a

better place for all, I pledge to have
respect for people whose abilities,
culture, race, sexual identity
or other characteristics are different
from my own."”

Above is 4 pledge which will be

‘I handed out to children in 61,000 public
‘lrand private grade schools. The pledge
-| will be introduced to the younger chil-

dren with a video featuring:-the tikes of
SpongeBob; Big Bird, Clifford, Arthur,
Barney as well as many other cartoons.
All these characters have been brought
together by a number of organizations
including the Anti-Defamation League,
Disney Channel, FedEx, Nickelodeon,

1 Edwards  Estate/Warner
Chapel, Nelvana, ‘Scholastic, Sesame

J Workshop, and WGBH-TV.

, The lovable children’s characters
dance and sing "We Are Family," while

Bigots vs. Barrig

‘striking out'in "defense" of the family,

“include ‘a large' number of healthy and

| Nile Rodgers/Sony . Publishing/The
‘| Bernard

n important concept to

: .tolerance.
The ideo has come under harsh
criticism from the organization Focus
on the Family, an Evangelical
Christian organization. The group
specifically objects to the inclusion of
other sexual orientations in the pledge.
Focus on the Family views the use of
these characters and the video as an
"insidious attempt to brainwash our
children."

When James Dobson, founder
and former chairman of Focus on the
Family went to CNN and Fox News in
an attempt to defend our nations chil-
dren by decrying this video he must
have forgotten about the 6 to 14 mil-
lion. children who have one or more
gay parents. And the 8 to 10 million
children being raised by a homosexual
couple must have skipped his mind. In

Focus -on the Family has failed to

‘happy:families.

The We Are: Family Foundation
has postéd a response to Mr. Dobson's
allegations on their website.

"These lessons aim to put -the
video's themes of respect, understand-
mg and, appreciation of diversity into
practlce .

"Cooperatlon and unity are the
most important values we can teach
children. We believe that this is the
essentlal first step to loving thy neigh-
bor

‘volume 10 >> issue 7
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Theater and English "Major,
Xander Kennedy, won the semesterly
short story con-
test this Fall. So
we put together
a profile of the
man behind
Flores para los
muertos,  our
grand-prize win-
ning story.

0. Have
you written |
other short sto-
ries for publication before?

Just for
class? Do you write short stories o
anything else.as a hobby? (Basically,
what's your ’wrilz"ng experience’ before
this) o

A: I've never attempted to have

anything published before. English is
one of my majors though (theatre is the

composition so 1 do, a lot of writing.
I've pretty. much exhausted Truman's
supply of creative writing classes, and
I've enjoyed every one of them. I even
regularly attempt to twist essay assign-
ments into ¢reative projects because I'm

other) and I have a concentration in

l@reoymt&wmrgshort dory

Sudert anerdsd $60 for his eparimertd witing piece
Interview by >> Frances Dusseault

much more likely to
devote genuine effort to a
creative project.

Q: Do you have any plans for
your $50 winnings?

A: Well actually, T think the $50
will end up going towards application
fees for grad school. I'm right now try-
ing to get into a creative writing pro-
gram in the LA area.

Q: Was there any particular
inspiration behind the story?

A’ T honestly have no idea. This
was actually a story I'd written a couple
years ago for a class and though it's by
no means my favorite, it was one of the
few that came in under 1000 words.
I've not written anything else about
twisted serial killers, but you've got to
try your hand at it sometime if you're
hoping to be a writer. I guess as I'm
sitting here trying "to recollect what
inspired me to do this  piece, I'm
remembering sothe scene of a movie
where a woman's gemtdls were referred
to as her flower.. .that's about all I can
give.you.

Q What was Yyour favorité part.of
the story? What was your favorlte part

about writing it?

A: The fun part of this story was
actually finding the quotes that I could
somehow relate to flowers and death.
It's also nice to try out different for-
mats, and in this one I was experiment-
ing with brief, almost cryptic dialog
separated by extensive descriptions of
setting and action. I'm not sure that it
worked perfectly, but it was a worth-
while endeavor.

Q: Are you a monitor reader? Do
you like the paper? Why? Have you
contributed things in the past?

A: This is the first time I've ever
contributed anything to the Monitor,
but I've always thought about putting a

piece-of poetry on the back page. I};

appreciate. your paper because it has
less rules. - It's a more genuine forum

for discussing a myriad of things, many|.

of which: aren't quite pc. * A college
campus needs this sort of outlet, espe-
cially when it's trying-to be liberal in
such a.conservative setting.

Every semester, the Monitor holds a
1000. word short--story contest and
awards the winner with a $50. prize.
Keep your eves pealed for this semes-
ter's contest - you too could be a fiction
superstar like Xander!

Naw Burt Iﬂtlm'epnpcm ful of atsadhdes

Opinion by >> Ian Florida

The newly elected governor of
Missouri has laid out in his legislative
agenda a proposition to improve the
health of Missourians. The proposi-
tion, entitled "Improving the Health
of Missourians" opens with the fol-
lowing quote from goVernor Blunt:
"We must address the health care cri-
sis head-on to ensure that health care
is affordable and accesmblc for all
Missourians.” ‘The 1mp0verlshed and
mentally handlcapped must not be on
Blunt's "to do" list. Blunt has slashed
over $626 million, the most of any of
his cuts, for Medicaid. Medicaid 15 a
state run program whlch provides care

to people living well below the pover-

ty line.

Matt Blunt ran on a platfoxm
highlighting moral integrity and
sound ethics’ His moral compass must
have been malfunctioning “when -he

made recommendations to shove. the

-challenged, th
homeless, how
can  he: “ show ]

“onin his health
‘care’ plan.

v.lngk

poorest - peopl
of Missouri t
the gutter. I
Matt Blunt'can
not look out fo
the least of us
the poorest, th
handicapped
the mentall

compasstion
towards anyone.

Medical
malpractice]
reform is anoth- §
er issue focused

The &8
plan highlights 8
key goals
expressed dur-
the  Bushpf
administration's

Photo by >> lan Florida
NHttEhrtdngare:&tms:ttoﬁethuméy

recent visit to the
St. Louis metro
areca. The brunt of

the amount which
n be paid out for
pain and suffering.
The amount is to

This may seem
i like an awful'lot to
i some, but to a per-
" son who lost both
their legs due to
the negligence of a
doctor, or perma-
nently blinded, to
person who

their arm

sum can do little to

the plan is to limit.

be set at $250,000.

~.son.

Be Pro-Acct

pinion by >> lan Florida

There are pink flags and blue
flags waving through thin sheets of
snow all around Kirksville. These
flags are part of a "Pro-Life” campaign
against. abortion. In addition to the
numerous flags around town, there are
many signs posted to draw attention to
the movement. These signs say a num-
ber of things but the following two are
the most common: "169 abortions are
performed every hour on the hour,"
and "4000 children are killed every
day from abortion."

I would have no problem with
this camipaign if the numbers suggest-
ed were anywhere near the ‘actual fig-
ures. First and foremost, 169 deaths
multiplied-by 24 hours does not come
out to 4000, it comes ‘out to 4056. I'm
not just being nitpicky here. A cam-
paign ‘that places eniphasis' on the
sanctity of life should'not be so totally
irresponsible as to round off 56 deaths
a day. That, however; may not even be
a factor. The actual statistics as réport-
ed on the government website for the
Center for Disease ‘control place the
most recent number of ‘abortions per-
formed at 853,485 péryear. This is not
nearly as high as the 1,480,440 that the
local Pro-Life campdign- suggests.
Many Pro-Life campaigns refuse fo
use the numbers generated by the gov-
ernment studies. Instead they rely on
private surveys performed at the clin-
ics offering the procedure. This
method has proved no more reliable or
accurate than the one our government
pumps millions of dollars into perfect-
ing.

This is a campaign which bases
itself on moral principle but has inflat-
ed or otherwise projected numbers that
are grossly exaggerated and in doing
so proven it to completely disregard
ethical reporting.

ahe—

replace the part of their life which has
been forever removed. To .them
$250,000 is a pittance.

Instead of attempting to mmprove
the quality of Missouri's doctors or
weed out the bad doctors from the
good, Blunt seeks to protect these bad
doctors :and. disarm ;,the,g.averag,e, per-

Here is the bexgi’hning of four
years of Matt Blunt. We're only at the
beginning . and Blunt :18 turning his
back on Missourians,
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Opinion by >> Howard Zinn

1t is striking, and an unhappy commen-
tary on our nation, that no major political fig-
ure, no major newspaper, has had the courage
or the wisdom or the will to say what should by
now be obvious: that we must withdraw our
military from Irag, and the sooner the better.
The reason is simple: Our presence there is a
disaster for the American people and an even
bigger disaster for the Iraqi people.

It 1s a strange logic to declare, as so
many in Washington and m the major media
do, that it was wrong for us to invade Iraq, but
right for us to remain. A recent New York
Times editorial, headed "Hard Truths," sums up
the situation accurately: "Some 21 months after
the American invasion, United States military
forces remain essentially alone in battling what
seems to be a growing insurgency, with no clear
prospect of decisive success any time in the
foreseeable future.”

And then, in an extraordinary non
sequitur: "Given the lack of other countries
willing to put up their hands as volunteers, the
only answer seems to be more American
troops, and not just through the spring, as cur-
rently planned....forces need to be expanded
through stepped-up recruitment.”

Here 1s the logic: "We are alone mn the
world in this invasion. The insurgency 1s grow-
ing. There is no visible prospect of success.
Thetefore let's send more troops." Is this not the
definition of fanaticism (or is "fantasy"” a better
word?) that when you discover you are going n
the wrong direction you redouble your speed?

In all of this, there is an unexamined
premise: that military victory would constitute
"success.” Conceivably the United States, pos-
sessed of enormous weaponry, might finally
crush the resistance in Iraq. The cost would be
great. Already, thousands, tens of thousands,
perhaps a hundred thousand, have lost their live
(and we must not differentiate between "thenr’
casualties and "ours" if we believe all human
beings have an equal right to life.) Would that
be a "success"?

Two years mto the American escalation
in Vietnam, in the spring of 1967, a book of
mine was published, called VIETNAM: THE
LOGIC OF WITHDRAWAL. It was the first
book on the war to urge an immediate departure
from Southeast Asia, and at that time I heard
the same arguments against withdrawal that we
are hearing now. The United States did not pull
out its troops for six more years. In those years
at least a million more Vietnamese were killed,

ogic of withdrandl

and perhaps 30,000 U.S. military.

We must stay in Iraq, it is said agam and
again, so that we can bring stability and democ-
racy to that country. Isn't it clear that after
almost two years of war and occupation we
have brought only chaos, violence, and death to
that country, and have no prospect of creating
democracy? Can democracy be purtured by
destroying cities, by bombing, by driving peo-
ple from their homes?

There is no certainty as to what would
happen 1n our absence, but there is absolute cer-
tainty about the result of our presence: escalat-
ing deaths on both sides. Mostly, the loss of life
1s among Iraqi civilians of whom the British
medical journal Lancet reports, perhaps
100,000 have died as a result of the war, many
of them children. But even the smaller casualty
toll on the American side includes thousands of
maimed soldiers, some losmg limbs, others
blinded. And tens of thousands, as was recent-
ly reported, facing psychological damage in the
aftermath.

Have we learned nothing from the histo-
ry of imperial occupations, all pretending to
help the people being occupied?

The United States, the latest of the great
empires, is perhaps the most self-deluded, hav-
g forgotten that history, including our own.
Did our fifty-year occupation of the
Philippines, or our long occupation of Haiti
(1915-1934) or of thé Dominican Republic
(1916-1924), or our military interventions in
Southeast Asia or the Caribbean throughout the
20th century, bring democracy to those places?

Our military presence n Iraq is hurting,
not helping. It is inflaming people m the Middle
East, and therefore magnifymng the danger of
terrorism. Far from fighting "there rather than
here", as Bush has claimed, it increases the
chance that enraged infiltrators will strike us
here at home.

In leaving, we can improve the odds of
peace and stability (leaving aside the delusion
of "democracy") by encouraging an interna-
tional team of negotiators, largely Arab, to
mediate among the Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds,
working out a federalist compromise to give
some autonomy to each group. We mustn't
underestimate the capacity of the Iraqis, -once
free of both Saddam Hussein and the U.S.
occupying army, to forge their own future.

But the first step is to support our troops
mn the only way that word "support"can have

real meaning - saving their lives, their limbs, -
 their sanity, by bringing them home.

France panel discussion r

Column by >> Larry lies

In the course of a too "American"
defensive presentation for this European radi-
cal's taste, TSU Political Scientist and panelist
Dr. Jobn Quinn ( a good personal, nonethe-
less, ami, by the way), at one "Friendly Foes
and the US" November 18 TSU Panel and
Audience debate, carefully mentioned 'la
force de frappe'. This, as he explained very
well, 1s the independent nuclear deterrent pro-
gram which France under President General
De Gaulle developed distinct from the USA's.
The loose strike-back-at-will meaning it is
often given, in translation, in France's own
formidable press might indeed serve as a
motif for this well-attended, going on 75
folks, packing out in Violette Hall's 1010 audi-
torium event.

Led by young TSU French Historian
Dr. Torbjorn Wandel 1n an admirably succinct
historical overview of 200 years plus of often
tense Franco-US relations, strong defenders of
France’s right-to-be different such as modera-
tor French Professor Dr. Tim Farley, senior
French and Québécois colleague Dr. Betty
Louise McLane-Iles, and their fellow Division
of Language and Literature member,
Communications Professor Dr. Matt
Killmeier poured out rebuffs to both Fox
News and what the last derided as the now
unfortunate 'mamstream’' US TV media. All
of them arguing in Farley's memorable sar-

casm:"France has had a hard-cheese bad deal"’

from this country's media. This had been done
simply but dumbly by this country’s media,
Wandel contends, because the "America self-
image...and mythology" cannot itself take
rationally on board what McLane-Iles cr1-
tiqued Mis. President Laura Bush sillily call-
ing "France's unhelpful attitude” in non-sup-
port for the UN illegal ongomng Iraq war.

Some extracts from their remarks and
those of the audience are worth strong record
citation in the progressive Monitor before 1
proceed apace. Farley cited how even m
restaurants as near as Macon (ironically once,
surely, originating from a French name)

you "still" are confronted by "French"
fries removed menus, for Bushite "Freedom"
fries fare instead, in absurdity. McLane-Iles
in a speech punctuated by supportive audience
laughter (and some nervous trembles tool),
and called "passionate” by her colleague Prof.
G. Siewert, rounded on-critics of France for
the strong last Presidential election showing
there by Fascist Leader Le Pen, that "at least

unlike us".... just now m ‘une crise de con-
science', "the French did not elect a fascist.”
Killmeter, angrily too, bristled, citing espe-
cially so-called matnstream US CNN Judy
Woodruff "who has military connections” that
the US "unlike France and nearly every other
democracy... has virtually no self-critical, as
others see us, 'liberal' media left". To even
begin to see itelf as France CAN see us! And
English Professor Martha Bartter wondered
whether US unreasonableness to French cri-
tique of its war was due to US rightwingers'
needs for a 'demon’, now that the bogey of
Communism has been vanquished. Well-trav-
elled TSU graduate student and Catholic
Progressive Activist Todd Ruecker suggested,
with French business and english students
backing, that French students, unlike too
many of the US public, could like individual
Americans;unlike Fox, they are able to make

-the distinction between governments and peo-

ple.

So, apart from providing a vital sound-
back, a "force-de-frappe' occasion, what else in
my opinion did this event teach us usefully?
Well, US policy explicator (not necessarily
defender as he was at pains to stress rightly
when I challenged him during "Q" and "A")
TSU's Pol Sci John Ishiyama explained that
France has an older "multi-polar” view of how
our world should go to overcome terrorism
and other problems, versus "the unilateralist
Bush neo-conservative” view. But although
he cited even Americans like Henry Kissinger
as having started paradoxically the first view,
he neglected as did Pol Sci John Quinn to
point out that many of we Europeans endorse
this first view, as not only peaceful UN coop-
erative sanity but also as a diplomatic path
that, as I said, stresses "normative” values. Or
what McLane-Iles in, her own better half
greater eloquence, called the "cultural” contri-
butions of drama, philosophy, and so on by
which France has long shaped even US world
mindsets. Or more recently, the last European
Parliament Commission scouting process
where French "Liberal" (Giscardian) elected
members played a key role in outing a homo-
phobic, women-back-to-the-closet proposed
Ttalian Papal-friendly Communist nominee for
European Commissioner, the very week US
bigots were marshalling the vote in local
hordes, etcetera, for such fundamentalist
backwardness here in last week of US's own
presidential election!

continued on page 9
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: Tet us not forget, is fairdy ugly. -

footmhlsmouﬂm Unfortunately,youmlldleasamﬂtofymrfoohslnms,andyome[mﬁmﬂymlldleof -

is going to telerate that shit: Idon'waxewhoymrihﬂlerm"

Feature iy >>The ﬂueen

Aries [March 21-April 20}

Years fromnow, yowdentalcateerwﬂbemaxkedbyndlaﬂebecause
once, and only once, and granted, you will be drunk at the time, but still. . .any-
way, you're going to use the term "gingivitis” without calling it "the gum dis-
ease gingivitis." Yourcolleagueswﬂllaughandlaugh For years. One will
actually die fiom laughing. :

Taurus [April21—May22] e
Does&xissignhaveanythingtﬁdowiﬂlﬁ]ecar‘? Because that might add irony to your upcoming acci- §

dent.

Gemlm[May23-June21]
Savor the present miorment. Mﬁvemmlﬁesﬂledmded‘ngomgtopunchyoum&;ebackofﬁle
hmdandnmhkehell"bmlylsgomgtodehverﬂjstashehaspmmlsed

Cancer [June 22—July 24]

No. Ttnsmﬂze]asthmel‘mgomgtotellym ersxgndoesn’tneeessanlynmﬁmtyouamgomg i

to get cancer: Bmﬁlelelsalwaysﬂxatchame

Leo July 23-Aug 23]
Your friendships may blossom this week, p10v1ded you Iemember to showa

i
B
b
v’
o
,"5'
i
£
B
‘{
i
‘{

Virgo [Aug 24-Sep 23]

Yomboyﬁlendeonunuallyassmesyouﬂaatno hedoeen‘tﬂnrﬂ(youaxebonng However,xfyourecall 8.

that little tequila incident. . .well, you know what Im talking about. Seriously. YoumakeBoswellshfeof
JolmsonseemasexcmngaleeHaxdemaVengemme Imeanit. Icantstand you. Andyourboyfnend,

Libra [Sep 24-Oct 23] i
Ymmﬂnmkenaﬂmalhwdlmesnextwedgbemmmgﬁemlymmmhstmywacmﬂysuckhm

AN

Scorpio [Oct 24-Nov 22]
Idon‘twanttobemebealaofbadnews,butmxemmgawﬁﬁxsgomgtohappmtoyou JbutIdhate
tonnnﬂlehﬂantyforevelyoneelse

Sagittarius [Dec: 22-Jan 20} L i
Yourlove forphysmllnnmrmll lead tonmy ﬁuledmmanoeswhmyou ﬁna]lybeoome sexually
active, B!

Aquarius{Jan 21-Feb 19}
"The tone of voice you use in conversation, you know, that inflection pattem you have when you're try- 7
ingtosomdintelligent it’snotwmking, Itjustmakmpeopleﬂ)inkﬁ:atyou‘reﬁ'omRhodeIslmd 2

PISCBS [Feb 20-Mzirch 20} : o
Hawthome says that I'm a fick? Was that in The Scarlet Letter? Orwas it "The Minister's Black Veil," &
or The Blithedale Romance? Because can'tmmbereommgacmssﬁlatanyw}m Incidentally, Whitman &
wants you to fuck off. -

626
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Vegan Recipes
Column hy >> Gassie Phillins

Being both an enthusiastic cook and a vegan, I thought one Way to spread the ©
gospel would be to share recipes that anyone can cook and everyone will enjoy. Since
I am also a college student (like many of The Monitor's readers), 1 decided to specif- -
ically select recipes that are (1) easy (2) cheap and (3) taste great! Furthermore, since
my vegan aims are primarily environmental, I also strive to suggest recipes with
ingredients that are both in season and can be obtained locally. I firmly believe our
diet choices are of the utmost importance. Not only is good food necessary for good
health, it can serve many purposes: social gathering, soul satiating, and statement
making being my top three. When one buys vegan food, local food, and/or seasonal.;;
food, s/he-is making a powerful statement. Buying with conscious might not always; -

be the cheapest option, but'it is essential to stand up to.the food-producing giants and. ... |

voice an opinion -with the all-powerful dollar.
Alright. I'll step down from the soapbox and present this edition's debut recipe:

Peanut Pasta. This recipe is a perfect opener. It embodies all of the goals T list-
ed above. The ingredients called for are cheap, easily accessible to the average col- . :
1ege student, and delicious. Put it all together for a tasty treat that can be served hot:
or cold and tastes awesome as leftovers (so. make a double batch!). -

Peanut Pasta

Ingredients:
8 ounces of your favorite pasta
1/2 cup smooth OR crunchy peanut butter
1/2 cup warm water
‘2 Tbs tamari OR. soy sauce
1 Tbs rice vinegar or lemon juice
. 1 Tbs orange juice concentrate (I just hand squeeze an orange in there
and .eat the leftovers)
7. 1/4 cayenne pepper OR red chilies (add more if you like it hot!)
8. 1 clove garlic, peeled and chopped (OR 1/2 tsp garlic powder)
9. 1/2 to 1 tsp fresh chopped ginger root (OR 1/2 tsp dried ground ginger)
10.1/4 cup frozen green peas, thawed
11:1 finely sliced scallion, white and green parts (optional)
12.1/4 cup grated carrot (optlonal) '

SLuh W=

Dlrectlons
1. Cook pasta accordmg to pae
2. Meanwhile, combine ingredients 1

dlrectlons o, o
9ina blender, food processor, or with”

3. About one minute before pasta is finished cooking, add peas, bring back
to a boil, and cook for one more minute. When pasta is finished, drain the y

noodles and peas and combine them with the sauce. i
4. Add 0pt10nal scalllon and carrot. Toss together and serve. Serves 4. T

**This recipe is from The Teen's Vegetarian Cookbook by Judy. Krlzmamc I
Though the name sounds juvenile, the recipes are qulte good, often suggestI ..
ing Vegan altematlves 10 mgredlents » o A

L 1.
|
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ear The Vampire,
My pointy incisors have growing pains but I'm afraid to go to’
e dentist because I might eat her. What do I do?

Yours,
" Plaquey Mc Plaquerson

tear Pain Fang,

I don't see your dilemma at this point.’I mean, 1s there a PROB-
EM with eating your dentist? I would say that it would do the world
great service by drinking her blood. But, since you did ask for
dvice on getting your teeth better without going to her, here it is. All
ou have to do is raise your hand (the left one, the only one) in the air
s high as.you possibly can. With the other hand, place a stick length-
ise from ear to ear in your mouth and bite down on it. Grab one of
e various knives that you should have hanging over your coffin...by
e blade. Make sure you have a firm grip. Once you have done that,
ou won't even notice those nasty growing pains.

-The Vampire

Dear Vampire,

What does blood taste like? Do vampires eat anything besides
blood?

-Curious In Centennial

Dear Foolish Mortal,

I'm surprised that you have not yet had the pleasure to taste
blood. It normally has a pleasantly salty taste with a hint of metal.
Sometimes, though, it has quite a variant taste depending on the per-
son you take it from. For example, I once took it from a man by the
name of J; Ragland whose diet consisted off of nothing but candy and

sodapop. I almost went diabetic: I made the mistake of once trying
to drink someone's blood while I was out at a party. I'ended up driv-
ing my carinto a streetlight. I could taste the tequila in his blood; As
far as eating anything else besides blood. I eat pienty of things, you
can actually hardly find me without food in my mouth. My favourite
food are Little Debbie snack treats.

~-The Vampire

Dear The Vampire,

My boyfriend doesn't know I'm a vampire. Sometimes when
we're making love, he says things like "You look so undead" and
"stop trying to bite me."” Should I tell him the truth, or keep trying to
live the lie?

-Likes it Rough in Ryle

Dear Dominatrix,

Since I do not know who your boyfriend is, I can't assess how
he would take it if you told him you were a vampire. I would say that
it would be a good idea to tell him, Especially if he volunteers for the
blood drive when it comes around. You will never go hungry again!
And, the

plus side to having him know is that you can guilt him into giv-
ing you some of his blood, and that way, you can try to control what

he eats, thus flavouring the blood so you don't have the risk of shitty-

tasting blood from some random person. If your boyfriend objects to
you being
a vampire, then he's not worth your time. Besides you really
should be dating a nice vampire instead of these filthy humans.
Remember, they grow old and die. We live youthfully forever. So,
how 'bout it? Care to "play dead?"
-The Vampire

If you have any questions for the Prince of Darkness, he has an email
address. That email address - are you ready for it? - the very knowl-
edge has been known to drive people mad - it is:
Z Vampire@gmail.com . If any of you are still sane, direct your ques-
tions there, and look in a mirvor.

3

On cifeeia eliquett

door, and seating s scarce. "
Some people are wandering
about deciding what to-eat;

one person at a time can serve themselves
cereal; and occasionally a small line gathers

behind them. This is unavoidable. What is |

| It's quite simple.
Feature hy >> Emiliy Randall

' Studies. show that the two biggest
things that people who eat in the residence
hall cafeterias need to do to make all of our
meals at least 85% better are: Move it along
and Pass the scoop:

Cafeterias get really hectic at about
5:30. The line to get your food is out the

some are wandering -about

looking for their friends' table; some are just

slow. There is a lot of traffic. The last thing

we need at these times is you and your two

friends blocking key walkways. However,

this is exactly what is happenmg Move it
along.

#In one partlcular cafetena there are

but two scoops and a very: limited space at

the cereal counter. This usually means that

astounding, however, is the number of indi-
viduals, who, in the position to pass one of
the coveted scoops, will return the scoop to
the wall hook instead of merely passing it to

the next person m line. Do not be disillu-.

sioned, hanging that scoop up does not
somehow disinfect the scoop. It's the same
scoop. It hasn't Jost any.cereal dust from

your Lucky Charms, but I have lost precious

time from my life. Pass the scoop.

France...

continued from page 7

Secondly, the French social republic
model, as I pointed out m an article from Paris
Passion magazine in 1989, gives the world a
non-military path ahead. For example, in the
last French socialist government the still
active feminist politicians Mayoress Martine
Aubry and Depute Elizabeth Guigou both
overcame their respective male bosses' reli-
gious "funding" opponents mn successfully
implementing the 35 hour work week and
130,000 plus civil unions (including Gay crvil
unions). By contrast, as J. Ishiyama himself

“was saying after his presentation, while

Americans like he think of themselves as gen-
erous, in fact, barely "even one percent" of US
overseas aid is nonmilitary.

Thirdly, even when it came to the "self-
interest" or :"empirical" ‘model both TSU
Political Scientists insisted upon elevating to
too great a primacy, than would their peers/
scholars/professors in Europe or in Mexico.
If you have a view, as Matt Killmeier brilliant-
ly pastiched it, that is exempt from history,
then things are going to go seriously awry.
This is what is commonly critiqued as. "US
Exceptionalism”. Because in Wandel's and
McLane-Iles's terms, you are never going to
be able to accept other people's sacrifices.
(Wandel referred to the 1.3 million French
WWI dead compared with: 150,300 American
casualties;McLane-Iles referred to the fact
that France "has learned" from its-humiliating
WWII Petain "vanquishing" -or defeat and
Algerian/Indochinese invasions and through
the hard lessons of history, came to understand
the ire of an Arab imnvaded world by we
Westerners today.)

Lastly, I would add a slight critique of

- all the panelists that G Siewert had the ongi-

nality to himself challenge them all and us
about: "Why no mention of religion and Islam
particularly?" - Siewert went on laudably to
note the fact that mainland France has now
9% or 7 million Muslim citizens, and often in
"horrible poverty". Too, the Gaullist right-
wing government has controversially refused
to allow Muslim female students: to wear their
religious head scarves at schools. In:short, the
problem for USA and France alike, as the rest
of this benighted planet, is how do we accom-
modate such religious, perhaps social, differ- .

.. ence without repression and violence. Despite -

the controversy of the scarf, there is the path
of international tolerance for diversity as
President Chirac has just suggested during a
London wvisit lecture to celebrate -the

.. UK/French. 1903 Entente. Cordiale, .ending

centuries of warfare just across the Channel.
France does have a better path: for all of us,
especially . for:: Americans . -and- Brits, ‘the
Bush/Blair go-it-alone."force majeure which .

‘world resistance will rightly spurn.
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The Last
Disciplehal-
lenges traditio

al interpretatian:

By Sigmund Brouwer & Hank Hanegraaff
Tyndale House Publishers

Review hy >> Cory Milles

Since the late 1990s, one book
series has consistently been on numerous
best-seller lists, as well as a staple in
Christian bookstores: the Left Behind
series. Perhaps the reason for its success
is that it focuses on a mysterious book,
the book of Revelation. Or perhaps it is
because it deals in paranoia and end-
times cataclysmic events. After all, just
look at how many disaster movies are
successful. But the .views presented by
the Left Behind authors are not the only
ones that are accepted by theologians, as
evidenced by a new book by Hank
Hanegraaff and Sigmund Brouwer.

The Last Disciple draws on a posi-
tion of the end times known as "preter-
ism," which has as its roots the word
meaning "past." Preterists believe that
most of the events foretold in the book of
Revelation, as well as significant portions
of the Olivet Discourse in Matthew, actu-
ally pertain to the destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70. Therefore, when
Jesus said, "Many who are standing here
will not taste death until all these things
are fulfilled,” he meant it literally, not
symbolically.

The Last Disciple revolves around
the persecution of Christians by the
Emperor Nero in the late 60s AD.
Accounts from that time reveal that Nero
engaged in some horrific practices;
including using Christians as "candles”
for his garden parties. The novel centers
on Vitas, one of Nero's trusted advisors.

Through a series of events, Vitas encoun-
ters much political turmoil in his home of
Rome and also’ witnesses firsthand the
escalating tensions in Jerusalem. As the
Tribulation continues, word spreads of a
secret letter written by one of Jesus's

= remaining disciples, John. This letter is

hPAted to be a revelation of the
tion of Jerusalem and the ensuing
downfall of Emperor Nero. As different
als struggle to get the letter into
ds they realize that within it is
contamed a code that can tell them of
future events.

The book overall is interesting. It
is refreshing to see a different, and more
historically-based, point of view on the
end times. While the book is didactic in
a few instances and very episodic in
points, it quickly ties together.. Most
refreshing is that the same publishers of
the Left Behind series are the ones who
are publishing this novel, desiring to
present differing viewpoints and letting
the reader decide which is more sound.

Unlike the Left Behind series, The
Last Disciple does not revolve around a
"rapture” and ensuing tribulation.
Instead, author Hanegraaff, host of the
"Bible Answer Man" broadcast, points
out that one cannot wunderstand
Revelation without first understanding
the Old Testament literature, to which
half of Revelation refers. There is no
"antichrist,” but the Beast, which was
personified in the person of Nero Caesar.
There is no physical "coming” of Christ,
but a coming in judgment as is denoted in
many Old Testament references. Readers
who are not familiar with this type of
thinking will need to re-adjust their meth-
ods of interpretation.

Perhaps the best part of The Last
Disciple 1s that while it is entertaining, it
also presents an interpretation of
Revelation that keeps the original context
of the letter intact. John had written it to
a specific audience at a specific point in
history, and this is made clear in the book.
Overall, the book is a great glimpse into
history, and readers who are interested in
the study of eschatology will find within
its pages a unique and historical view of
the end times.

Cooonut Dave _The Hg

Review by >> Frances nusseault

Coconut Dave, who recently per-
formed upstairs in the SUB' this past
week, got a big turnout. Probably
because there was nothing else going
on. And his name 1s "Coconut Dave."
Even if he turned out really really
lame, his lameness looked like it
would be entertaining, too.

He came dressed in a bright
Hawaiian shirt with a beach scene on
it, longish hair, and a box of free straw
hats and plastic maracas. And man-
aged to keep the seats filled for more
than half his performance. How did he
do that? He was corny. He was cheesy.
But he was so relaxed, you could bare-
ly believe it. He just a guy who loves
entertaining and seeing people have a
good time. The audience warméd up to
him quickly.

He started with a few radio
tunes, like "It's 5:00 somewhere." On
the steel drums. At first, it sounded
like some weird Musak elevator song
versions, but then he would get to the
'guitar solo' parts and let it loose on
these steel drums, and it sounded real-
ly cool. He played like he was playing
a symphonic instrument.’ Plus, the
steel drums have this wonderfully
pleasant sound. They are soft sound-
ing, but not soft enough to put you to
sleep. It's like listening to trickling
water making music.

And every time he sensed inter-
est waning, he'd throw out a few
Frisbees. Which would fly into lots of
raised hands, because it's cool to have
a Frisbee that says "Coconut Dave" on
it. 1 hate getting useful things I'm
afraid to use in front of other people
because they say embarrassing things
on them; like a fruity grape "The
Harvard of the Midwest" frisbee
embossed with gold. Way to try to
hard, PR people. It's a Frisbee, dude.
I'm trying to be cool here.

He joked around just enoug
to relax people, and most of hi
jokes were actually good. He als
snuck in interesting bits of informa
tion, like that his instrument is histor
ically the newest acoustic instrumen
in the world. And that it's "made fro
the bottom of a steal drum, and ham
mered out into notes by someon
much smarter than me," he says.

Once the audience warmed upt
him, he started with classics like Bo
Marley's "Mount Zion," which sound
ed wonderful with his very smoot
and rolling voice. The voice was per
fect for lines like "everything will by
ooooookaaay...."

Dave's original songs highlight
ed the night; they showed his origina
and contagious sense of humor. Th
first one got everyone laughing and
smiling. It was about an island boy
who found more than one girl he
loved, and to each girl his dad said
"that woman's really your sister...bu
don't tell yo' mama, cause yo' mam
don't know...." So the boy gets sicko
this and tells his mama. His mothe
says "that's okaaaay...cause yo
daddy's not yo' daddy, but yo' daddy
don't knowwww..." "It hap-
pens,” says Dave, "It's a small island.

The next song alluded to all the
folic symbols he could think of, many
from tropical islands. It was called
"The Big Bamboo." At one point the
lyrics went 'l like the coconuts, but]
want the treeee t0000..." to which he
looked at the audience and shrugged.
Don't think to hard, he seemed to say,
it really just doesn't make any sense. It
was so quirky and funny that after
wards, people rushed up to the table of
his free CD's to get that track for thelr
own collections.

The audience had -fun with this
friendly, funny steel drum player. It
was a good time on a weekday night,
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'he Melism
ew Infectio

isstones Records
inelismatics.com

eview by >> Royce Kallerud

i Each Melismatics album takes
hem another step closer to rock heaven.
heir last, Postmodern Rock, had them
harting on CMJ and piling up fab
eviews for their effortless pop mani-
estos (the opener "Can't Relate" starts
[ ith the defiant: "I don't like the voices
n my radio"). Thetr latest, New
elnfection ups the ante: It's not alterna-
ive, even though they get compared to
The Replacements and Pavement, 1t's not
traight-up pop, even though they get
fompared to Cheap Trick and The Cars,
nd it's not metal, even though they get
kompared to AC/DC and Van Halen.

So what 1s 1t? Usually rock thrives
n hero worship, on the distance between
and and fan. Think U2's "Mysterious
ays" or Van:-Halen’s "Pariama": No one¢
could think those songs. were written to
them. Now kere's what The Melismatics
sing: "Take:a look around you / Things
are as they're supposed to-be / You don't
sec where. you fit in / Well it's right here
next to me." The Melismatics sing right
o you and they play as if the world
ended now.. . Their live combo. of
Springsteen-esque endurance and Knack-
like lack of pretension (make fun of "My
Sharona" but most songs aren't a hun-
dredth as good) emerges as you listen to
New Infection and that's what makes the
ilbum fantastic.

That said, New Infection is a stu-
dio album, the songs are polished and
subtle while still capturing the Dionysian

—— e T -

the MELISBANGY

S
St vee

abandon of their live show. Maybe the
comparison to Van Halen explains’ it:
These are ‘both party bands, 1immediate
and not interested in anything like angst,
but where Van Halen's albums have long
since become products- for the masses,

‘The Melismatics are - still what music

should be, singing to the. people who
shell out fifteen bucks for-a CD and get
out to see them live, I'm not sure what

they're talking about when they sing "It's.
- casy to say things are going okay / It's

easy to say things are easy to say" in the
gloriously silly "(Let's Get) Sublimated!"
but T know they want us to sing along,
they believe every word of it, and they're
having the time of their lives.

The Melismatics play live and in
person at the DuKum Inn on Friday, Feb.

11 with two of Kirksville's finest bands,
Beggars Can't Be'Choosers and the Pussy
Posse, opening. Doors open at 8:30 and
advance tickets are available at the
DuKum and Washington Street Java Co.

- monitortrm |

@&, otmail.com

If you send it
It will print

- Midsummer Night's

(Oasic novie review. The Good
the Bed ad the Uy

Review by >> Josenh T. Pini

"Fuck you, I am not Aaron Baker." I
muttered this phrase no less than twice
during my freshman year at Truman State
Unuiversity. The first time was to a girl who
mistook me for the handsome actor who
read with her during A Midsummer Night's
Dream auditions. I was terribly confused
because she was congratulating me for
being cast 10 the show, which I was, but
she nonetheless had me confused with
another.

FACT: Both Aaron Baker and I per-
formed in the spring 2005 production of A
Dream. FACT: Aaron
and I danced the sevillanas together.
FACT: I had fong hair and wore thick
framed glasses at the same time as Aaron.
FACT: Fuck-you, I am not Aaron Baker.

Confusing me with Aaron is like
confusing Woody Allen with Benicio del
Toro who as far I know have never worked
together and Benicio doesn't wear glasses
but that doesn't matter because 1 am not
actually Jewish.

Over Thanksgiving break I found a

-pair of cowboy boots just my size for only
ten - dollars, I also bought six  samural

swords at the flea market but that 1s nei-
ther here nor there. I have worn those cow-
boy boots almost every day since. It feels

wonderful to finally be fleshmmg out my
childhood dreams of being a cowboy.
When my friends saw them their initial
reactions were "Who are you, Aaron
Baker?" I responded accordingly and went
about my business.

Over Winter Break I rented The
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly. I had never
seen any films by Sergio Leone and was
thoroughly impressed. Who knew the
Italians could make awesome Westerns?
This gave me hope, being of Italian
descent, that T could break the racial con-
straints and be the first Italian cowboy to
shout "Fuck you,.I'am not Aaron: Baker!"
to the world.

Do you remember that scene in
Back to the Future I1 when Biff is in a hot
tub with some bodacious babes and Marty
interrupts the party to bring up Gray's
Sports Almanac? Well the movie Biff is
watching is A Fistful of Dollars, which is

not The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly but it

1s still a pretty awesome movie.

I always wondered "if Marty
observed what part of Fistful that Biff 'was
watching and recollected it during Back to
the Future Il 'when he 1s fighting "Mad

Dog" Tannen. Or perhaps Marty simply

thought of it on his own: Either way, that
kid's ass was saved.
Q .

Review by >> Aaron Baker

Several thoughts on Dav
How We Are Hungry: St

IIL
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Happy Valeatines Dagl o TTTTTTEEeE
I Your Special Holiday Wish”
,'(;m em:ex}:\t Fom The Fine Art of Erotic Talk bf; Bonsie Ga%;rmlf;

| _ ,
1 If‘ your wwh 15 1o makﬁ . tithe at ﬂw local drive-in,
1 (mvetion) S Cagenowy o
:w‘u may both decide to do just that. (Drape yourcar {3) for pm*am*,
(eomvething m4§mugk} :
:thwgh!)i Or, you could just pretend that you're . atthe drive-
. {ﬁmsl—-mgmzﬂ} {emetion] '

I

[

[

i

[

[

i

1

I

1

[
:m while cavorting _lymyourown :
I famie fonling] {ansnounl . I
I You might continue by {(~-dzing)" the scene, In at%xﬁr words, use all of |
1 {aserse word} 1
Wouwr sto bring itto life. You could say, “Yes, Ican the crickets in 1
I {hody pat) fverb} I
I

I

[

[

I

i

[

1

1

1

[

1

[

I

[

1

1

ol

Ithe grass, and smell your , and seen the moon reflecting on your
1 (body pat} .
: o . Youfeel so v I just wantto .
(adieciive) {hody pat) (apustty wond) (s Fanwend)
gou” . :
\| « Your g):grmer mxght ' with, “Let’s get out of our ' right
{adsective} {ehis, that, ox the other things
taway Pkﬁa*f help me 7 To which you might add, “Here,
‘ Caljactive) o )
.:ggmmt this for sugspfm; while I take off your o
I - (something wiondodable . o ieletheg dem Lelothong Sang
'C“h dot't move. That's a nice _ Mm:nm
. Groun)

[
Kreated by: The MAD LlBeration Front!

B o o mon e me o e e W R BN M e e e OUR ON MG MmN TR RN W MR M G M W W M M RS R W W MW B

Make vowr own sative!
President Bush discusses the envivenment in “ The' State of the ﬁm&n Address”
(an excerpt from the State of the Union Address by President George W. Bush)

Our third goal i3 1o energy independence for our country while dramati{:aﬁy

{vert)
ing the environment. { 1 have cent yous mmprsh&mzm en&rgy
e o)) = ‘ {samihmg politicians do)
plan to promote energy cand 7 to develop mchﬁéiﬁgy,
{rice adiective) {rive-adisctive) (adjedtive)

and to produce more at home. { ) I have sent
Gmportant noun) {something polfticians do)
you Skies legislation that mandates a
(adjective) {shnenre sounding numben
power plants over the next 15 years. { 31 have sentyoua '
{something politicians do) ' (adjective)
. Forests Initiative, to help prevertthe  that ‘»demtaf:a kil
ool Ball (mmammg you ki@»}
,and burn may millions of acres of imasm*&d c{Applause)
{something nive) immtﬁmg ela»e wioe that ywou like)

T

lurge youte these measures for the of both our environment
s:wrbﬁ {sineere sounding word)

and our sconomy. {_ 3 Ewven more, lask youtotakea step and’
{something pakmmfxs do) ‘ (adjective) '

protect our environment 1y ways that generations befors could not have ed.

{retly

Created by, The MAD LiBeration Front!

Gato CottonFactory

Its really funny
. prints ill!lﬂlliﬂllsw randem t-shirts

Wehsite review hy >>Tim Wittmann

Looking for a wardrobe downdate? Cottonfactory.com
might just be your hook-up. Offering-both his and hers tees in a
variety of vintage prints, the fine folks at the Cotton Factory will
inject retro euphoria into your life for.from $4.00 to $18.00 a hit.
Score major nerd points with the Factory's. classic "1980 World
Pong Champion" or "Gnome Sorcery Federation” tee.. Sporting
these designs will not only make you one stylish mofo, but grant
a +5 enhancement bonus to-all Hit on Demographically-
Anomalous Roleplaying Babe checks.as well. And, if you be a
skeptic, just remember: nerdiness is next to godliness. ..,

" But maybe that's not your style. Don't despair! The Factory -
has something for everyone. Feeling silly? Go with their spankin'
new "I Caught You A Delicious Bass" shirt. Really ex01ted about

g yaks? Try their "Yak!" tee on for size. Swelling with states' pride?
g Their "New Jersey-We'll Take Anybody” or "lowa- Our Trees
j Bend North Because Minnesota Sucks" tee begs for your torso.
I Saucy, studly, or bold and beautiful? Their "Stud Muffin" (and the
1 graphic for this is just instantly cornball, in the best possible way-
¥ a mustached. muffin lifting a barbell) and "Polish Prmcess" tees
1 are made for getting attention.

A The Factory's main squeeze is their printed tees, but their
I sweaters, hoodies, and, yes, even lingerie are worth checking out,
too:though, they're not as fun. And as far ds the sweaters are con-
cerned, eep! We're talking $$$!

Still, if there's one thing the Factory does well, it's putting

g people m fun, vintage clothes. And if clothes aren't your thing,

_y well, hey, you can at least spend a couple very entertaining min-
Y% cut in air paiiut:mrx fmm

I utes perusing cottonfactory.com. I mean,.come on, where:do they
I come up with these deslgns anyway? "In Loving Memory of

.....
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Delgado bits

Feature bv¢>> Andrés
Delgado

Ever since The Monitor lost our
sports reporter to the illicit whore that
1s the Index, there has been a noticeable
silence on 1ts part on current matters in
the world of sports, national and local.
Now this writer flips the lights back on
to re-illumine the missed drama and
debates that are the hallmarks of sports
news.

Jim Brown: he was fast. It's
time to put this debate to rest - clearly
Jim Brown was pretty fast, or at least
good at not being tackled, or perhaps
both. Once, Jim Brown outran a motor-
cycle, you should have seen it. From
that day forward, he was known as
Crazylegs Jim Brown.

Here's a name you might not
know very well, but which you'll soon
be hearing a lot: that of Andre Ward.
Light heavyweight Ward took home the
U.S.'s only boxing gold medal in the
' 2004 Olympics, and so far has a 1-0-0
record, with the win coming by way of
knockout. The tough Oakland native's
path is beginning in the same way as
those taken by previous gold medalists-
turned-professional megastars Oscar De
La Hoya and George Foreman. Indeed,
he is even drawing comparisons to a
young Rocky Marciano, the legendary
heavyweight who unified the heavy-
weight title at the age of seven in 1923

The Black Eyed Peas will be fea-
tured in the opening ceremonies at the
New York City Special Olympies, per-
forming their hit single, Let's Get
Retarded. The song is this year’s
Special Olympics theme and will be
played sporadically at nonsensical
times throughout the Kirksville
-+ Olympics, perhaps at an incorrect stadi-

um.

. Of course, Jose Canseco's book
is the topic ‘of much scorn from sports
" pundits and former teammates and other
“people with tec much time. on their
"hands. I really have no comment on
this.

The Murderers basketball team
have begun their preseason training in
preparation for the annual No-Rules
Streetball Tournament that takes place
at the Rec in April. Last year, the team
was only shut out once, and this year

...Of Life

fiction hy >> Jon Lawinger

- I don't know doc. Not really. I mean, I had this nightmare

{last night. It was pretty crazy. I mean, I'm driving down this empty

freeway 1n the middle of the night, like cruising full guns, a hundred
miles per hour, when I hit this construction zone. All of a sudden the
road is lined with those orange barrels, and they narrow the wide
shoulders and two lanes down to the width of a car after a little
while. Staying between these reflective orange stumps whipping by
is easy, so [ don't even slow down. Then they start to snake from side
to. side, leading me from lane to lane and out onto the shoulders.
They don't make any sense but I follow them anyway. They statt to
swerve more drastically and edge off the shoulder from time to time.
My knuckles go white navigating this unexplained highway obstacle
course, but I don't stop or even ease up. Maybe that seems kind of
crazy, but it's really not. I mean, in the dark you can't see what's
ahead, so you trust those orange barrels, you know. You follow them
wherever they go. Sure, the weaving seems odd, but I keep going.
They straighten out a little and just when I'm starting to relax they
veer hard left, right off the road. So I'm bouncing and fighting with
the steering wheel and somehow end up back on the road again still
going full guns between those barrels. As soon as I get back up to
speed I notice headlights coming straight on and realize I'm jetting a
hundred miles-per-hour through a narrow orange-barrel alley down
the wrong side of the road. That's when I woke up. I mean, I just
don't understand it. But hey, you're the shrink... so, you know...
what's that supposed to mean?

- I asked you if you were sleeping well, not what you were
dreaming. Dreams don't mean a damn thing. What's been going on
in your life lately?

- 1 spend all my time at work or with my girlfriend. I hate my
job. T hate my girifriend. I've been thinking about quitting. Or break-
ing up. Or both. Simultaneously if I can think of a way to do it.

One week later:

- I had another one, completely different from that highw:
thing. This time 1 find myself on stage, and I realize that I'm stan
ing in the middle of a play and I'm the lead actor. But the thing is.
don't know any of the lines, and I've never seen the play before, !
I'm just making it up as I go. And even worse, the play is 1l
Shakespearean or something, so I have to make up lines in O
English right on the spot.

- Early Modern English.
- What?

- Shakespeare wrote in Modern English: You probably coul
n't even read Old English.

- Oh. Well then I'm improv'ing in Shakespearean with all tl
"canst thee"s and "dost thou"s and everything. And I'm nervous
hell because I don't know what I'm doing. But the crazy thing is, i
working. I'm not sure how I know but I know everyone thinks 1
awesome and the newspapers are going to run rave reviews and n
performance is going to go down in history and everything, if I ¢
jJust keep it up until the end of the play. So in the middle of the thi
act, there I am pouring sweat and shouting "thou art naught but
knavish fool!" when-

- Do I look like Freud to you? Quit babbling about yo
dreams. 1 told you, they don't mean anything. How have you be:
sleeping?

- Badly

- Why?

- I keep having these crazy dreams.

boasts a deeper bench, new Air Force .
s, and an And 1 DVD from which to
learn even more dazzling tricks thanl
were employed on the way to al
respectable first-round exit from last
year’s tournament. Visitors to the
Murderer’s training court have seeny
attempts at Off da Heazay to mixed,
success, including a bloody nose. 1
1

Finally, in possibly the most)
exciting sports news, I was awesomel
at indoor soccer in the first grade. Il
was phenomenal, possibly more domi-l
nant in my league than any other play-1

(VAVAVAVAV.

er in any other sport that has ever
existed. I'm not even exaggerating. I
could play any position, literally score
at will, and only ever allowed one goal
while goalkeeping. Then somehow
between second and fourth grade my
relative skill level fell swiftly andg
steeply. I-still cannot explain this. In
the present I occasionally score one
goal in indoor soccer at the Rec, usual-
Iy by luck.
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This card is inno
way endotsed by
the actual Dave.
But, [-think he'd
like it. And, I think
he'd like you, too.
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My Rack Pages....

The Legend of Mister...

This buddy of mine thinks she’s gonha find fifty poets in ‘this town or more
and have em all talk into this tape box. | think she’s full of it. So | bet her

Ruminating in rooms with no windows or lights,
Consciousness abating, he revels in light of

the ‘hmms’ and ‘hmms’ laving the room of his mind blind.

And still leaving room in the still of the aether
he still neither ponders nor squanders the
still of the room — the doleful dolt!

Whilst oh! The icy breath of death descends,
it permeates interstices betwixt

the cracks upon the faker’s head and bends
him into him, the wan faker now fixed,
forforn in flux; always gone, never missed.

California drivers are bitches
Minnesota drivers are worse

But New York style pizza

Buffalo chicken and a side of sauce

Would go well with a side of Darth Vader.

And a helping of Wookie,

Ewoks for appetizers

With the Empire in close second,
Closing in fase

“Luke, 1 am your father” echoing
Pychedelic wars of the schizophrenia

THE COUNTERSTRIKE PLAYERS.
1337 AT THE GOLDEN SHOVEL.

, ) , We LOL. We
An obvious allusion to this poem. LMAO. We
Leprechauns are funny. ;
They're such fiesta, ravenous, greedy little men OMG. We
Those wolves with sharp teeth WTF. We
Bittersweet death is closing in :
And I'm loving every second of it. BRB. We
The best ones have cheese. TTYL. We
-Clarissa, Casey, Jason, Chris GTG. We
Die soon.

-Cooch Bandersnatch

$50 that she won't do it. Help prove me wrong by sending all sorts of stuff
by you or anyone you know to countzachula@hotmail.com. Suck it.

| —-A TODAS LAS QUE FINGIERON CONVENCERME |

" Todas las que amé

y me amaron -
las que me dieron a beber en sus labios dorados
el zumo de sus suefios

y luego

las otras

la mujer maravilla

el agua profunda de sus 0jos azules

el color de su sexo

Jane la de Tarzan

su electrizante olor a selva

sus pecaminosos ojos de felino

y Ruth la moabita

como una espiga inclinada

sobre los silenciosos campos de Booz

Todas las que fingieron convencerme

de que yo era el mas fuerte

el menos vuinerable a sus irradiaciones

el mas propicio para luchar contra el enganfio .
Todas las que mordieron el anzuelo feroz de mis palabr.
que sepan

gue nunca fui Clark Kent

-author unknown

Furrowing along the Fertile Crescent of Desire
longing, hoping, praying, lusting

for lots of fried okra

and no hanky panky.

Because that will get you in trouble

Yet only trouble brings adventure

And adventure will only bring trouble.

Trouble will bring the police.

The police will bring the chips and soda.

Then we'll all celebrate the New Year
Cheering and ringing as dawn comes once more
Hope is alive once again. .

Meredith Heist, Lindsey Walker,
Katie Jackson, Tara Schneider, Katherine Goodwin
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