


dear reader,

It's a pleasure to be meeting you through these words! | am a unicorn whose
one and only mission was to find you and tell you this important message: “Don’t go
breaking my heart.” It's a lyric from an old song and that’s basically all you need to
know... unless it means something deeper to you.

If this is your first time reading the monitor that's so cool! We hope you enjoy it
and get inspired to create your own art. If this isn’t your first time, well dang that’s
really cool too because that means you either A. want to hear the juiciest celebrity
gossip on the market or B. support our community of artists. Either way, we're
stoked that you decided to pick up a copy and spend some quality time with it.

When you have read and re-read this issue, you should most definitely share it
with a friend! Or if you don’t have any friends interested, leave it in a lounge or café
or anywhere someone else might be able to read it. By doing this you're helping the
art cycle continue! (If you don’t know what this is it's very similar to the water cycle
which should have been covered in your 1st or 2nd grade curriculum.

We'd like to send a huge THANK YOU to all our contributors in this issue.

Without their work these pages would be blank and | would not have been able to
deliver the important message above. What a sad concepit.

Love,

the monitor

meet the staff,

“How would you know if you were in love? ”

ben wallis: “ur FBI file sez so”

blake buthod: ™

jacob saint omer: “l would feel a little less dead inside”
lewie dunham: “ \_¢~° )/~ 7

natalie welch: “magnets”

ollie ganim: “BIG time”

will chaney: “You're all out of hate”




submit

Words

We encourage submissions of original
articles, essays, prose, and opinion. Due
to space limitations, please limit pieces
to 2,000 words. If you would like to pub-
lish something longer, please submit it
and we’ll try to accommodate your piece.
For formatting reasons, please submit all
text as an email attachment. Please in-
clude a short one or two sentence bio
with your submission.

Poems

Let us know if you have any specific
printing or formatting requests. For for-
matting reasons, please submit all text
as an email attachment. Please include
your name (real, pseudonym, or anony-
mous).

Visuals

We encourage submissions of original
art, comics, and photography. Due to
publication limitations, our art and pho-
tography is printed relatively small and in
black-and-white (except in the online
version). Keep this in mind when submit-
ting your piece. If we like your piece
enough, it may end up on the cover! Let
us know if you don’t want that.

Our contributors retain all rights to their

works. Submissions may be published

online. If you would like your work not

to be published online or would like us

to remove previously published materi-
al, send us an email.

contact us

email: trumanmonitor@gmail.com
website: trumanmonitor.com
facebook: the monitor

twitter: @trumanmonitor

ads

As members of the Kirksville community
we love to promote local businesses
and organizations. If you're interested in
having an ad in our next issue please
email us!

Rates
Quarter Page $5
Half Page $10

Full Page $20
30% discount for student organizations!
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Dear Mars,

So, I've been kinda keeping up a bit with world news, and it seems to me that
World War Il may soon (within in the next 2 years or so) break out and plunge
the world into fire, and then eventually The Void. My question is do you think
this is a likely scenario? And if so, what whiskey should | stockpile for the
occasion? I'm partial to Crown Royal but open to suggestions.

Dear Crown Royal Aficionado,

You've taken your worries to the right place — a fellow worrier. | fear many
things, and the apocalypse is one of them, particularly now as our country is
currently under the charge of a man whose phone should probably be replaced
with one of those cellphone toys where the buttons beep when you press them but
don’t actually do anything. Meanwhile, nationalism is gaining momentum in many
other countries who are learning from our example in the worst way possible. And
the environment is falling to pieces. It's just a question of what will kill us all first.
How does one deal with this constant feeling of impending doom? | think there’s
three steps: perspective, purpose, preparation.

Step One: Perspective. Honestly, | imagine the universe without humans in it
and try to get used to the idea. It's okay. The universe is huge. Life will go on, in
shapes we can’t begin to imagine. If we have a nuclear war that kills even the
cockroaches, there’s still tardigrades that can survive in space. Even if there’s no
aliens out there, these tardigrades could evolve and develop their own peaceful,
squishy civilization. That's a nice thought.

Step Two: Purpose. Okay, so we're not going to panic, because life will go on
regardless. But in the meantime, we are still on Earth while it burns. So pick the
thing you care about most and try to save it: is it animals? children? democracy?
Whatever it is, use your talents as best you can to help. But Mars, what if | can’t
decide on one thing? That’s okay, italics person. | actually feel the same way —
caring about one cause one day and another the next. Just pick one and work on
it for a little while — a day, a month, a year — and then work on another. You don'’t
have to dedicate your whole life to something to be of use.

Step Three: Preparation. It's a waste to spend all your time readying yourself
for a disaster that may not arrive. But you can try to work some skills into your
everyday life that will be useful regardless of the apocalypse. For example, you
can work out and eat healthy so you're ready to outrun zombies/an army of Trump
clones (neither of which are very fast — attainable goal). Or you could learn
self-defense, or how to identify edible plants, or knot-tying. These skills will serve
you well no matter what happens globally.

Lastly, the whiskey. | don’t think alcohol will be helpful in a survival situation
except maybe as an anesthetic; drinking it for fun will just dull your senses,
muddle your mind, slow your reaction times. You need all those in top form, out in
The Void. That said, if you're set on it, | would recommend learning to brew your
own alcohol so you will be self-sufficient once all the factories and stores are
blown up. This falls under preparation. If civilization continues as usual for your
lifetime, you just gained a cool new hobby! Congratulations.

Love,

Mars







