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Carolen Boiley

USE CF ANATCMICALLY CORRECT DCLLS

Verbal skills of children vary immensely. Dolls are a means

to help children verbalize, %M#(M}W‘ﬂﬁ?‘d‘f%ﬁg

Dolls are a suggestion of the body. Too much detail can
distract and embarrass., '

Dolls will not work all the time. ~ome children are articulate
enough so the dolls are not necessary.

Dolls are an investigative tool. They have been used in Grand
Jury hearings, but the child should be able to tell the story
without the dolls during a competency hearing.

1., Aklways explain the dolls and how you intend to use them to
the_parent or significant others ahead of time and away from
the child. The parent may react negatively to the dolls.

2. Talk to the child _away from the parent. Frequently parents
react negatively when they see the reality of doll play.

3. Introduce the dolls to the child as your helpers. Give the
child permission to use the dolls.
or
Introduce the dolls as your friends who help children with
their problems, then give permission to play with them.

. The child can play with the dolls while the officer is
- 1 + s 5 1
preparing for the 1nterview,

5. Be prepared for the child to_éggﬁzﬁ?t the body parts.
Laugh with them.

6. PBeginning the interview:
Do you have dolls of your own?
liow are my dolls different from your dolls?
Can you show me the difference?
What do you call this part?

" oo " " " (leading to sexual parts)
Ascertain the child's terminology, and use the child's
words., Show
These dolls are used to help vou tell me what has
happened.




ldentify each dell (first the victim, then, "Who is this
doll - suspect ?" Do not name the dolls in any way other
tgag_theA;igéigéﬁ‘gydz§5%§gg££§rngmeik(zft "bad guy", etc.).

A cvial & ol P 2 -7 A Lt ’
"Show me what happened." wdepptaZe corecrolisass (b ﬁ€f4L*{)
vnce the child starts to tell, the child often tells very
rapidly. 4 tape recorder can assist here.

wofe”

Find out and clarify what clothing was on.'_ékgé‘”zbz?“J )
z . S

The dclls do not replace normal interviewing techniacues.,
They are simply a means of helping the child to communicate,
oState in _report how the dolls were introduced and used,

and identify the dolls as "demonstratj vidence" (then
not as likely to be tied up in court).

Side benefits:
1. Dolls help the child psycheologically to express herself.

2. Ueclls help the child in regaining some control,

3s¢ Lnlls give the child something real to hold on fo in
an abnormal situation. -

) . : et/
Czyp.4%€ZZ¢Zﬁkxej ¢4A¢ZZ@.;Z$€&J@:;;¢4Q¢4;642£k/) &¢,¢Hé¢¢/¢§ﬁﬂqug4j

Cﬁé - ’ V;ﬁrkf é{ zgﬁéaﬁAAJZ
. f%%ﬁﬁaﬁf (ezoﬁf%¢4/ <& -

))
ﬁgil?d& 344&4;Q}igd-dﬂ£a 4




	1491
	1492



