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INVESTIGATION OF INCEST

The law requires mandatory reporting of sexual abusevgf a child by a
parent, guardian or other person responsible for %4€ Care. “The criminal statutes
however describe incest as sexual intercourse between relatiyes pearer than first
cousins, with the knowledge of the relationship. For fréatmedt purposes, there
may not be actual intercourse and there may be no blood relationship, but the child
views the relationship as incestuous because the suspect is serving as a parent,
such as a step-father., These cases, however, are not _classified on police reports
as Incest but as Criminal Sexual Conduct or Sodomy. This is a frequent mistake
in classification made by police.
Since father- r incest is by—faxr the mosi,often reported to police _
I will refer primarl%y %o these kinds of casesh ““Although mof %f&géh{{ﬁgééﬁjféﬁ"hza
rarely reported, those which have come to the attention of our department have
the most complicated family problems and perverted sexual activity of all incest.
Many believe that brother=-sister incest is the most frequent in occurrence but
Y« less likely to come to the attention of the police and has less severe consequences.
.j.,%ff =" Incest cases may come to the attention of the police in a variety of ways, and
" V.Y the procedures in handling them varigs accordingly.
. First; the/police may be called the the _scene of the offense. A specific
incident may have occurred which forces the mother to recognize the incest, even
though incest usually has occurred over a long period of time and the mother may
have ignored her suspicions. For example, if the mother walks in to a bedroom
and suddenly confronts her husband having intercourse with her daughter, her
initis) reaction is often horepressnger, guiafy fear, guili, and a2 desire for
revenge. So what do you do when you feel all these? Call a cop! Frequently
such scenes include alcoholism and violence, which further requires police protection.
The incestuous father has often built fear of him in the whole family. If it was
not for this fear, as well as other intimidation, the father would not depend on
the child keeping quiet about the incest. If the police are called to the scene,
an arrest might be made immediately, in which case all ev%dence must be obtained
at that time or it likely will be lost. fatrne o tas ICPLA A o,
More often, the police are called to other than the family home without the
knowledge of the father, and those reporting are very afraid of having to face
the father. rrequently, the child herself will ask for help without either parent
knowing about it. She may be Very reluctant to tell herﬁggﬁgg;,about ite The
daughter may have taken over her mother's role in the household and thinks her
mother is "too weak" to deal with the reality of incest, and often she is. VWhen
the child has sought help, her primary concern is finding a place to live. She
usvally oign't seem to care where she is to live as long as it isn't at home with
her : 4
If incest is reported by a social worker, it usually is most effective to have
the worker bring the child in for a statement, etc. Arrangements can then be made
directly with the worker if the child needs to be placed in a boarding home. Police
can take the child in to emergency custody if they Believe the child will be in
immediate danger at home, and incest is certainly such a danger. This may not
however be necessary because frequently when the mother is informed of the police
investigation, she will sign conseni forms for temporary placement of the child,
which eliminates the necesgity of the Welfare Department having to file a petition
for Juvenile Court within %% hours. Consent forms can be signed by the parent
through a social worker or a team of police officer and social worker (which,
incidentally can be very effective in obtaining information from the parents,
particularly if the team is male-female.).
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Discuss with the child how she feels about going home. Often she will refuse
to go home, and even if she does not, it'is‘seldom adviseable for her to return
home if her father remains there. Call Child Protection Intake immediately on
new cases when a worker is not already iﬁ?ﬁfﬁiﬁfTiﬁﬁ%%E§§77’§ﬁd they can make
arrangements and take the child to a boarding home when you are finished talking
with her. Placement of a child outside her home should be made on the basis of:
1) ;gggg;ate physical threat to the child of repeated incest, sexual abuse or
physical violence. 2) Child's fe ’Q at;ltude, including refusal to return home.
3) Prevention of coerciont6f th& child by one or both parents.(Precce . cumff}.ew,CZQ,
In ALL cases of incest, all statements from the family involved must be“obtained
and recorded as;g%%g§%3=g§_29§5§§;g. This is especially true of the mother, who must
be considered highly unreliable. Even if she initially demands prosecution, by the
next day or week or certainly by trial, the mother will return to her husband and
blame the child for causing all the trouble. It is essential that the case is N
carefully and properly prepared as early as possible, particularly con51der1ng thlS X
change in attitude. AL {AMMAAm.;ﬁgfjxanufﬁkéﬂ Loy \°
Contact with the incest;:zzggg;gg; will/likely brlnp_ggggggh Of;allz 4; de€§
the incestuous father seems 1ikely to admit his involvement,/ n0581bl bec )
" the consequences and his own guilt are greaterf He may however, at least verbally,
romise to his wife to seek psychiatric help sometimes to forestall other action,
and the wife, eager to forget the whole thing, often accepts and argues that his
promise will solve all problems. In such instances where further action does not
occur, incest often perpetuates and involves other children as well.
A medic examination of the child should be obtained in all cases of incest
and in most cases of Criminal Sexual Conduct 1lst Degree for the child's protection
(venereal disease, injury, possible pregnancy) and as physieal evidence ( even after
the 24 hour period when sperm is not likely to be detected).

’y _—=Use the information and knowledge about incest when investigating the case.
" For ex s probabilities are about 75 % that the father will have alcoholic problems

and half have arrest records, so check all this out.

FlHo 70684 PYS




After all this, there is one ray of hope in the incest case. At least,
the child knows who the suspect is!

There has been a %endency to over=react to inces{ as a nameless sexual evil
with disasterous effects. It is important to respo to the victim of incest
with warmth, objectivity, and acceptance of the child, so that the child is not
bound up in_gexual fears and the entire process which follows is not demoralizing
and ineffective. We can help the child recognize the fact that sex is simply a
part of life, one of the ways in which people relate to one another. It has the
potential for either good or bad. If we are jrrational about sex, it is not
because sex is an irrational force but because we choose to be irrational., We
" oose—+te- be irrational at a time when a child comes to us in serious
need of common sense and good judgement. )
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V. Burn-Out. =

Speaking of being insane, 1'd like to at least mention "burn-out".
Burn out is described as a state of fatigue or frustration brought
about by a devotion to a cause tha T failed to produce expected rewards.
That sounds like our jobs! Burn-out begins slowly and 1S gradually
evidenced by a decrease of commitment to work, home or social environment.
(My own definition after talking to three incest offenders one day:
1., wnen you're landing by air in a new city, and you look down at all
those houses and wonder how many have incest going on in them.
2. When you figure it's in ALL of them!
3. When you actually begin to laugh when you hear all the eXxcuses from
the incestuous father because you've heard it so many times before,
li. VWhen you wonder, since they're so many incestuous families out there,
whether they're the normal ones and we're crazy to want to do anything
about it!

We need to take care of ourselves. If somecne has been asking you,
ﬂiﬁyﬁgggig_igu_gixe,yggggg}1_aﬂoreak?”, it may be time to listen,
for the greatest protection is self awareness. We may need to take a
new look at ourselves, review our choices and decisions and admit that
something we thought was right or beneficial in the past may need &
new appraisal.
Aieef-Do _something yvou put off but always wanted to do (if it's legal!).
Make the time for yourself. Talk out the job frustrations with the

right co-workers, Take care of yourself or we aren't good for anyone.

s




"BURN ouT"

lo

When you're landing by air in a new city, and you look down
at all those houses and wonder how many have incest going on
in them.

When you figure it's in ALL of them!

When you actually begin to laugh when you hear all the excuses
from the incestuous father because you've heard it so many times
before.

When you wonder, since they're so many incestuous families out

there, whether they're the normal ones and we're crazy to want

to do anything about it! L}é
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PAUL POLLcy TRALNLNG

St. Paul Police

TITLE : Sexual Assault Victim Awareness

INSTRUCTOR: Carolen Eailey

TIME: 2 # hours

INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS: 16 MM projector

STUDENT EQUIPMENT: none

HANDOUTS : Brochures on "Sexual Cffense Services"

REFERENCE MATERIALS

COMMENTS : (Include objectives, procedures, assignments)

General Learning Goal:

To help the recruits understand now the
might feel so that, as officers, they can
more appropriately.

To increase the recruits awareness of the

of sexual assault through discussion of cultur:
misunderstandings as well as the known facts

To provide practical information regarding procedures
in servicing the victim of sexual assault

Instructional Objectives:

1. When asked to make a judgement
complaint based on the victim's
student will state that he/she
Thp student will cite some of the reasons

1ssault is considered one of the most unreport
Victim is tormented by feelings
guilt, and worthlessness. The
to discuss details of the offense.
The criminal Jjustice system can
The rapist may be known to

The victim suffers continuing psychological

tudent will be ab
about sexual ass:

le to identify at
ault:

asked what person deserves

lter),

mbarra

s5ed



the student will respond

Regarding the myth tha
state, "No person

believes this.,"

When asked if most rapes result
student will state that most

when asked what contributes the
rape, the student will respond,

Sex is generally not the primary go:
rapists have sexual outlets but wish
dominance, and control,

When asked about the incidence of rare
recognize that most rapis are previc
ire preceded
indoors.

ok

when asked how to overcome the sugges
the student will state, "Use open-e




Introduction:

1.

The film, "Someone Else's Crisis"
this session,

The class will be divided in to six discussic
selecting their own spokesperson., Lach g
subject for discussion, which will include:

myths about rape? What was your response to

+

the system be improved to help victims of sexual

would someone not report a rape; would you?

will summarize the group's conclusions to the

the class will respond.

A general background of the problem of se
presented. The objectives of the session

Explanation:

l'

The staff at Sexual Offense Services will -
and will describe their program, the services
the methods of referral.

in

avallal




Criterion Test (Rape Sensitivity)

Which of these circumstances are LEAST likely to involve a valid
rape complaint?
a) The viectim was hitch-hiking and accepted a ride from the suspect.
b) The victim met the suspect in a bar and let him buy her several drinks.
¢) The victim wasn't wearing a bra.
d) The victim was grabbed by the suspect while walking to church,
27" There is insufficient information to make a judgement.

Which contributes the most to the existence of rape?
a) Short skirts
b) sexual pascion
wa)y~need to act out violence
d) Liquor

One major characteristic to keep in mind when questioning children is:
a) children don't like to talk.
b) children don't like police officers.
children are very suggestible,
d) children are scared of you.

To countermand the above characteristic of children:
a) approach the child slowly, quietly and patiently.
b) be nice.

use open-ended questions.
d) don't make faces.

Regarding the myth that women enjoy rape:
a) come do.
&%) the rapist himself frequently believes this.
c) no one believes that any more.
d) "relax and enjoy it" type jokes are still a good laugh.,

The following woman deserves and expects to be raped:
a) the alcoholic.
b) the prostitute.
¢) the hitch-hiker.
&4~ none of the above,
e) all of, the above.

Sexual Assault is considered one of the most unreported crimes
in the.U.S. because:

a. The victim is tormented by feelings of fear, guilt, and
worthlessness.,
The criminal justice system can be very intimidating to victim.
The rapist may be known to the victim. _
The victim suffers continuing psychological trauma.
all of the above. '
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If the parents complain that a 506 year old man has been secretly dating
and having sexual intercourse with their 16 year old daughter, who has
now become pregnant, you:
a) tell them you cannot take a complaint unless you talk to their daughter.,
b) write a Criminal Sexual Conduct report. '
¢) obtain complete details in order to substantiate an arrest.

;167 explain to them that no crime has been committed.

9. Sperm, as evidence, may be present in cases of:
a) Rape.
b) Sodomy.
¢) Indecent exposure.
) All types of sex crimes.

10, Pelvic examinations of rape victime should NOT be obtained
a) the victim has her menstrual period.
b) it is more than 24 hours after the crime.
¢) the victim is under five years of age.
L&) the victim refuses.
e) all of the above,
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COURSE: t. Paul Police Recruit

TITLE? Investigati of

INSTRUCTOR : (Carolen Bailey

TIME: 3 hours

INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS: 16 mm projector

STUDENT EQUIPMENT: none

HANDOUTS : Procedural Manual,

REFERENCE MATERIALS Depar

COMMENTS : (Include objectives, procedures, assignments)

General Learning Goal:

The studen will understand how

Instructional ObJjectives:

1. The student will identify the correct U.edlrfﬂ
a sexual assault investigation. ﬂhese 5fﬂc- lures

Record the time of arrival.
Determine if the victim needs any diate
and transport to hospital if indicated.
Determine if and what crime occurred and obtal
elements of the crime.
Obtain description of the suspect, attempt To
suspect and determine the suspect's 10;(,Lfn.
Protect the crime scene, Identify evidence
protect and photograph, retain appropr iate evi
note in report.
Identify, separate, and question witnesses,
Initiate police broadcast on radio, when appli
Transport victim for pelvic examination, w%:“

student will demonstrate that he/she knows the
interviewing the victim,

Interview victim in privacy.

Attempt to develop a relationship wit

feels comfortable and can trust officer

Explain to the victim the purpose in quu:ﬁjfr‘
victim can oxnoct durir: investigation,

will not make Jjudgements about the victi
opinion in I*GI}OT‘V-

Will obtain a chronological account

Document victim's condition in repo

when visible evidence is present.




o

cal examination of a victim of
tudent will answer, "As soon as possible

When asked when a medi rave
should be given, the s

after the crime",

When asked what is the purpose of photograrhing bruises which
the victim received during a rape, the student 1 st >

"To preserve evidence supporting the victim's lack

The student will list the purposes of obtaining a

examination as: Treat any injuries the victim mi

received, determine if sperm is present, anc

veneral disease has been contracted,

If a rape victim informs the student hat she does not want her
husband to know about the complaint, the student will state he/she
would keep the report confidenti

The student will state that pelvic examinatic
should NOT be obtained if the victim f
indicated if the victim has her menstrual

2Ly hours after the crime or if the victim

of age.

The student will state that neither a 21 year ;
husband, the police officer nor the Judge determ
is to be prosecution regarding her

The student will state that sperm

all types of sex crimes.

The student will state the most significant eleme
of indecent exposure from the suspecti's

If the parents complain that a 56 year ¢ man has beer

dating and having sexual intercourse wit thelr 1€ year old daught
who has now become pregnant, the student will explain that no
crime has been committed,




Criterion Test (Sexual Agsault)

1. A medical examination of a victim of rape should be given:
Only within 24 hours after the crime.
Even if the victim refuses.
As soon as possible after the crime.
Not after a week because all evidence has disappeared.

purpose in photographing bruises which the victim received during a rape is:
to show the rapist got mad.

because Jjuries are impressed when they can visualize testimony.

to precerve evidence supporting the victim's lack of concent.

to prove the rapist is a liar.

purpose in obtaining a pelviec examination of the victim of rape is to:
a) Treat any injuries the victim might have received.
b) Determine if sperm ie present.
Determine if a venereal dicease has been contracted.
all of the above.
e) all but one of the above.

In the case of an indecent exposure from the suspect's house, the
ceignificanfelement of the complaint is:
a) the suspect's age.
b) the conditions of the house.
L) Intent

d) the witnesses age.

5. If a rape victim informs you that she does not want her husband to know
about the complaint, you:
Keep the report confidential.
b) Explain that this is not possible or practical,
¢) Try to persuade her that it is best to tell her husband.
d) Refer her to a psychiatrist,

If a eix year old child is sexually molested, the decicion regarding
prosecution ies determined by:
a) Her parents.
b) The child
¢) The police officer
#4) The County Attorney
e) The judge.

If a 21 year old woman is sexually molested, the decision regarding prosecution
is determined by:
a) The woman.
b) Her husband.
¢) The Police Officer.
d) The judge
¢#e) None of the above.

(next page)




ST. PAUL POLICE TRAINING UNIT

Lesson Plan

COURSE: St., Paul Police Hecruit Academy

TITLE: Child Abuse

INSTRUCTOR: Carolen Bailey

TIME: 3 & hours (August 22 and 23, 1977)

INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS: 16 mm Projector & screen, carousel slide projector & elides, photos.
Film, "A Call for Help". A
STUDENT EQUIPMENT: None

HANDOUTS: Brochures on Sudden Infant Deaths

REFERENCE MATERIALS: "The Battered Child", by Dre., kay Helfer and Henry Kempe

COMMENTS: (Include objectives, procedures, assignments)

L
L

Overall Objectives;

To train police recruits to handle complaints and patrol investigations of
child abuee,

To teach recruits to recognize abuse to children when they have contact with it.

L}

Instructional Objectives:

1. The recruit, when asked what is the definition of child abuse, will answer,
"Inflicted injuries by parents or guardians,"

2. When asked who are the only persons that can by law take a child in to
immediate protective custody without a court order, the recruit will anewer,
"Police officers".

The recruit, when acked who are the only profesesionale involved that are NOT
required by law to report child abuse, will answer, "Ministers".

When asked what he would do if a physiciah refused to provide information
regarding incest between a father and his ten year old daughter, the recruit
will respond, "Explain that the law requires he report all such suspected cases,"

Wnen asked what are the general characteristics of parente who physically abuse
their children, the recruit will list, "They expect too much from their children,
the parents were abused themselves as children by their own parente, and they
have strict discipline of their children.

(eee next page)




Introduction:

l. A series of elides illustrating abuse to various children with accompanying
histories will be presented.

2+ Child abuse is defined as any inflicted injury to children by a parent or
guardian responsible for the child'e cAre,

Child abuse has become more widely recognized in the past decade, The police
officer must be alert to the prevalence of esuch crimes, particularly since
many of these crimes go undetected.

These crimes are difficult to recognize and prove primarily becauset

a) Most abused children are younger than four yeare old, often are unable
or afraid to tell someone about it.

b) Parents who beat their children are often very deceptive,

¢) Children do accidentally injure themselves in many wayg, and parente can

+ frequently invest reasonable explanations for inflicted injuries.,

d) Child abuce usually occurs in the absence of witnesses,

The officer should be alert to the poseibility of‘child abuge when seeing any

of the following:

a) A significart time lapse between the time of the injury and the time the
parent may have sought medical help.
Inconsistencies exist in the explanation of injury,

The explanation of the injury does not satiefactorily account for the injury.

Various types of bruises may be caused in epecific waye.

Fractures of the long bones in emall children, especially infants, may be
particularly signifidant.

Repeated injuries to a child may indicate neglect even if abuse ie not
substantiated.

Burns and other types of injuriee will be explained.

Characteristics of the "battered child syndrome" may increase suspicion.

The up-dated laws regarding child abuse will be explained, which inelude the
mandatory reporting law, the applied criminal code, and the authority of
solely the police officer to detain a child in protective custody. Detailed
application and examples of when this 1e appropriate and how to take a child
in to protective custody will be given (including completing forme).

Explanation:

1, The patrol investigation of child abuse will be chronologically explained.

8) Determine all the facts in the incident.

b) Document the injuries (photographs, medical data, observation, ete.)

¢) Collection and preservation of evidence includes examining scene,
retaining physical evidence, processing scene where indicated, canvaseing
neighborhood, talking to witnesses, etc,
Betablish identity of person regponeible or attempt to determine who was
caring for the child when injured,
Immediate protection of the child may be indicated, eepecially in inceest,




INCEST SURVEY

Of the following behaviors listed, which ones would fall within your definition

set as being incestuous behavior?
YES

Z
v/ Father and daughter kissing each other on the lips? E}—ll yrs, old)

Father and daughter kissing each other on the lips? tla-la yrs, old)

Father masturbating while fantasizing his daughter? ..seseecscsscsses

Mother masturbating while fantasizing her son?.ssesescesceccccsscccss

Brother and sister exploring each other's bodies (School age)eesseces

Brother and sister exploring each other's bodies (Adolescent)...ssees

Brother's exploring each other's bodieS,ssesseescccssssscsossssssccns

Sisterls exploring and touching each-othEP's bodies..-.........---a-o

U/%ather bathing with his 11 year old daughter........c..o-.-.....-....

V’%amily members of various ages parading around their home nude...c.s.

A 12 year old crawling in bed and cuddling with mom after dad leaves,

A father who gets an erection when his voung daugliter sits on his lap.

A mother who enjoys seeing her adolescent son's nude torso while
he plays sports at SChOOl,cessecesssssccssossoeanesssssscssesncsnes

A 4 year old crawling in bed with her nude parents in the morninf.....

An 8 year Old????..olaqtcoc0ooo0oo?noolcovcoooooqQootaooootuo-ccolac.c

A mother who stimulates her infant's penis by "tickling"him when
she changes his diaper, and sees he likes itooooooooo-.oa-‘oo:ao.

Two cousin's playing "Doctor" with each otherisscececocscssvcccccccccs

A family taking a nude sauna together, with members of various ages,..

Intercourse between a father and his 17 vear old daughter..cscecsccssce

Intercourse between adolescent BiblinHS..-oao-o-coaoo-olcouooo-ocao-lc
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INVESTIGATION OF CHILD AB

i ]
four year old boy was brought to the rolice st

Case No. BA?I;RING

A

hic

who had been asked by his mother to babysit for

Welfare worker would not see him when she came o
had multiple bruises, lacerations, and swellin
body.

gone,

gs
The outer skin on his buttocks, lower bac
Hair on his head appeared to have been pu

the scalp. There were pinch and puncture marks

X-rays showed two previous leg fractures. There

his body which had not been subjected

‘pleaded continually, "Please don't take me home

ecau

later admitted, "I swatted and swatted him b
screaming", and then she set him in a large

boiling water. (See photos)

Case No, 2 SEXUAL ABUSE
e BNV,

School authorities questioned an eight

)
4

old

observing what appeared to be rope burns on both
The child related that her father and mother had
nude by the wrists over the bedroom door and m
her vagina. Her father had been having inte
and her mother had been instructing the child
and vagina., Her parents took photographs

which were later confiscated,
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Most people, including police officers, find it difficult
to believe that parents actually sexually assault, injure an
_—

kill their own children, but vastly increasing reports of child

abuse emphasize the reality of the protlem, Children are
commonly seen with extensive bruising, severe burns, permanent
mutilations, and other evidence of deliberate acl Child
abuse may be broadly defined as inflicted physical injury or
sexual mal=-treatment of a child by a parent, puardian or someone
responsible for the child's care.

Although child abuse had undoubtedly been present throughout
histery, it has been the focus of increasing recognition and
concern since 1962, when Drs, C. Kempe and Ray Helfer defined

the. "Battered Child Syndrome". Today all states have laws

requiring the reporting of suspected cases of child e and

have penalties for failure to repcrt. Many states do not define

a8 specific crime of child abuse, and existing criminal statutes

most often directed toward adult victims are not always applicable

£

nor adequate, Available statistics are often incomplete because

such offenses may be classified as murder, asssu
etc. and are not specifically identified as
statistical figures remind us that these are real children, who
are crying, hurting and listening in the night for footsteps of
an angry parent that may burst into the bedroom and cause
further pain.

Many agencies; including police,
medical personnel and field nursing, attorneys
health, etc,, become involved in child

teamwork of all of these to most effecti

and assure the protection of children,
explore the benefits of professiocnals

and services, but there are many multi

Teams now functioning suaessfully that ha

available,




Police officers in the past have frequently
I L req

from these stressful and demanding cases, arguing the

a problem for social services. Many professionals

in the treatment of these offenders are pecoming aware the

effectiveness and outcome of treatment is greatly increased

——

facilitated through the criminal court process, and

increasingly seeking police involvement. Assaults,

and physical, are in fact a crime, and the children

community are entitled to the same protections under the criminal

laws as are adults, The traditional function of the

the protection of persons and property. In additiocon

uniquely capable of providing emergency and 24 hour

Reports of suspected child abuse require highly skillex«

which develop uncontaminated, admissible evidence,
the police turn away nor argue that this is someone

The investigation of physical abuse of children

nducted differently than those cases of sexual abuse, even thougn

there is frequently physical abuse involved in complaints of sexual

abuse. To avoid confusion, physical and sexual abuse investigations

will be handled separately.

Identification of Physical Abuse

Unlike most crimes reported to police, the investigator in
a suspected case of child abuse may first be confronted with

determining if a crime has actually been committed or

.for example, are accidental. A persistent problem
between wilful and accidental causation, Since it

accepted that many cases of child abuse go undetected

becomes imperative. Ulases often are undetected becauce

* Many abused children are not old enough to

of battered children are younger than four

abuse occurs at any age. A child may not
or may be afraid to tell what happened




Parents who beat their children can be very deceptive,
e ———— L ]

They may be disarmingly cooperative, over-protective

and orderly. They often have opportunities to prepare their
explanations and can be excellent liars,

Children do accidentally injure themselves in many different

ways and are often found with bruises, skinned knees, cut
fingers, etc, Parents can often think of
explanations for injuries, and no suspicion whatsoever might

be aroused.

Abuse usually takes place in the absence of witnesses who

might report or testify. A pre-school child mey have limited

contacts outside the home, so an injury might be concealed

unless medical personnel or police are called for assistance.
These reasons not only contribute to the lack of detection

child abuse but to the difficulty in prosecuting these cases.

The alert police officer is in an excellent position to
recognize such assaults, through community contacts

during investigations. Particular attention should

the possibility of child abuse when any of the
present:

Marked discrepancy existing between the nature of the

and the alleged cause of the injury as supplied by the

A few parents offer no explanation for the injury, but most
parents offer some excuse, such as the child fel usually
off the sofa ar.down the stairs, or the child was hit by
another child, often younger. If the given cause of the
injury seems unusual or does not satisfactorily explain it,
check further for inconsistencies and visit the scene. It
is worthy to note that medical studies have shown that very

few children sustain serious, life-threatening injuries from
) & u

their falls and that investigators should be extremely suspicious

“ o 5
———

of child abuse if a child has a serious head
without a skull fracture, when the
reported to be a fall from a bed,

"Pediatrics", Vol., 60, No. U,




A notable time interval between the occurrence of

and the time the parents seek necessary medical care.

example, would most parents rush the child to the hospital
immediately rather than wait several hours? A lengthy time
lapse may be suspicious, but immediate action may be insig~
nificant, Don't let this deceive you, beczuse

after they have severely beaten their child

medical help for their children.

Fractures in children under four years of age,
A ——

the child cannot yet crawl. The ease with which 2 child can
be seized by the arms and legs as "handles" causes common

injuries to the long bones.,

Visible injuries to the skin, including:
IOl A oot

« » Bruises. Bruises on the jaw and neck may be of a "fing
BrulsSes. _

character, suggesting gripping Bruising of the cheeks and

{
sides of the head may suggest blows or slaps with the open
hand or fist. Where bruises are more locazlized or a severe
injury to the skull or brain res s, they may be consistent
with blows against hard objects, such as furniture ['he
presence of a laceration of the inne r lip with some
tearing, including torn crenulins, is striking feature
which may result from a blow or efforts to silence a child.
It is difficult to accurately age bruises because shock
varies., Bruises normally fade and disappear in about two
weeks, but scars may show after weeks or months. For

this reason, it is important to describe completely the
injuries in a report, including the colering, exact location

r ]

etc. Photographs are essential before the injury
--'Burns. It has been estimated that approximately ;
burns on children are the result of abus 1]
result from cigarettes, stoves, radiat
boiling liquids, etc. Dunking burns are comm as punishment
for poor toilet training, and typically show a straight line
of exposure (see photo). The most difficult to identify
appears to be those resulting from ylashing Hurns to the

hands, buttocks, and soles of Rurns - to




the top of the hands, rather than the palms,

suspicious,

Marks on the skin which are strongly indicative of the causes.,

These might include scrape marks from ropes or objects used to
restrain children, most often found on the wrists, neck, and
angkles., Bite marks and belt buckles may show clear imprints
on the skin, Examine the injuries carefully, always
considering the possible instruments used. Nany causes become
obvious.

«+ Ear injuries are often over-looked and are suspicious,

the external ears for evidence of trauma by pinching,
and pulling,
Shaking injuries. "Finger-tip" type m: he chest or upper

arms may be indicative of shaking. These injuries are pot

very serious and are believed to be a significant cause of mental
retardation (brain striking the skull). %“lood vessels in the
brain may be ruptured as a result of shaking, and the child may
be semi-comatose. These injuries do not occur spontaneously.

If the injury is the result of delivery, there is usually
obvious abnormality at birth,

» Repetition of injury is probably one m ignificant

indications of child abuse, A history of accidents or injuries

which is not consistent with the age of the child may be strong

o
w R -

evidence in court. Include all information obtained which shows

n
the child had previous similar "accidents". Even

.have been a deliberate injury, the fact that the
itself causing another injury may indicate neglect

parents did not correct the problem.

. Failure to thrive. This is a medical diagnosis, which denotes
severe developmental lags that may have multiple causes., This
is often identified within the first two yeurs of
is due to insufficient caloric intake, it is
The most extreme example is the infant who
In such cases the parents often say the child receives sufficient

food, but the child continues to fail to gain wéight. Failure to




thrive is associated with parental disinterest or
the child. To make this judgement, medical personnel

very good measurements (two percentiles or more),

Parents who:
F-__‘"—-——-—-—-.—

** are evasive or contradict themselves regarding

under which the injury occurred. Careful
all medical personnel, etc. may discl
statements given by parents. They may not

are obviously demanding, anxious, and discipline-o

Pattering parents commonly have an unduely strong

>
demand in performance by their children, and as a
—_—=e of Pell ol mdIied

tend to discipline too early. An example of this

the parent who says his four-month old "got out of ha and" or
the parent who expects his six-month old to be toilet trained
complain agitatingly of diffi with their children,

especially about excessive crying (anc inatility to cope

this). They may also express fea nes f being al

their child and appear anxious when ar

their child, especially during feeding.

show lack of empathy for the child. They may not

or care what their child needs or wants, and they seem
resent it when the concern of others focuses on the child
rather than on them, They may respond favorably to the
investigator who sympathizes with their problems rather the
emphasizing the child's injuries They have tecome preoccupi
with themselves and have little perception of how the child
feels. They may be using the child to serve their own needs,
and the child, learning to avoid abuse, begins to take care of

the parent. Close observation may reveal th irent-child

role reversal even between the very young

reject, criticize or blame their child. \1though the parents

may now want their child to fulfill their own needs, the child
may have been the result of an unwanted pregnancy which
aggravates later resentment of the child After the child's
birth, the parent may begin to a tribute negative characterisitecs

to the child and become angry




seldom touch or look at the child.
X ol O 100K

fear the outside world, distrust those in authority,

and do not seek help. They may be socially isolated and lonely.

were beaten themselves as children. An argument given
by parents that they would not do such a hing because
they themselves were subjected to this so know what 1t
feels like is cause for suspicion,

disappcintments and failures, the

self-image and feels worthless,

show little or no concern about the injury,

or prognosis, do not inquire about the child's

date, and tend not to visit the child in the

exhibit violent feelings and behavior

* Crisis situations., Events which a parent cannot handle at
~—

a particular time may provoke potential atuse. These frustrati

can cause uncontrolled actions against the ci he

ITLdd, iLre C

risis
may seem minor except to the parent who is already over-whelme

[ |

The parent may demonstrate an inability to handle stress.

Economic problems may aggravate a stressf situation,

who has special problems, such as retardatio learning

or hyperactivity may increase the
more difficult to deal with. If a parent is cooped
day with the children and has no way

~F
d

getting away

home and children, even a minor incident can become
i S oot B s
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Investigation of Physical Abuse

i i = fincin

The police officer's first responsibility

child abuse is the protection of the child. If

is endangered, the child should be removed from

offieer should use discretion in keeping

from being detrimental to the child. Exce
«is very frightening to a child and should
“order unless the child's immediate protection

making the decision about removal, consider the

(how they can care for and protect themselves), the extent of

injuries and any previous known injuries, any bizarre

punishment which indicates extreme personal problems

and the child's own fear and attitude.

sufficiently dangerous to necessitate the

brothers and sisters may also be assumed to

unless there is clear evidence otherwice,

If immediate medical attention is required,

transport the child to an emergency hospital or
o o i

care 1s received, Medical examination is also

and identifyipg injuries even when medical treatmen

; 3 i Lot ; .
required. The cfficer should observé the physical

Visible injuries should be photographed as soon as possible.

Some injuries fade or disappear quickly, and this evidence should
not be lost due to delay. Photographs are helpful in illustrating
the extent of injuries to the court as well as possitly demonstrating

how the injury may have occurred, particularly when the history
‘-\‘__‘__‘_-__ — x

given by the parent is inconsistent with the injury. Photographs

C

1

"have posed few prcblems legally as long as ti

1e pholographer and

child have a legal basis for being in the place where the photos
are taken (for example, a child who is in protective custody vs.
a child at home where parents refuse admission). The admissibility
of the photographs in court is a mater to be handled by the atterneys,

and the arguments by the defense are primarily that the photos wil

Aeao Bhe goiky. Lenorally, </ o haTio feries) i e
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bias the jury. Generally if the photos are instructive to the

jury to understand the nature and extent of injuries, they will
be admitted in to evidence. It is helpful to document injuries
through both photography and medical testimony.

In initiating the investigation, determine all

the reporting source. If the reporter is a medical
determine as closely as possible when the injury may
3 I vnen
The significance of the time frame is obvious in that it can more

closely assist in establishing who may have been present with the

child when the injury occurred. The doctor may also be able to

suggest how the injury may have or may not have occurred, particularly

Iy

if fractures are involved. The doctor may be able to make the

determination that injuries or repeated injuries are old or are

— e —— )
to determine if there have been repeated injuries and/or lack of

in different stages of healing, Obtain background medical history

m

appropriate medical care (neglect may also be present), his may

require additional inquiries to area hospitals or doctors.
_ S e

If the reporting source is a relative, neighbor or friend,

they may be essential witnesses, so explore all ails about

which they may be aware. Most often there are no eyewitnesses,

and evidence is primarily circumstantial. Relatives, neighbors,
and friends are often excellent sourcecs of information if approached
properly.

Do not overlook the possibility of obtaining information frem

even a very young child, Children who are twc or three years old

may not qualify as witnesses in court but may provide direction
in the investigation, and a person who has obtained information
directly from the child immediately after the offense may be an

excellent corroborating witness., (See Interviewing the Child)

Visit the scene of the injury at the earliest possible time

preferably before it has been disturbed. The injury may involve
a claim of a fall frem the crib, highchair, scfa, st ete.,

so measurements, photographs, descriptions, and diagrams are

—

appropriate, Collect and preserve physical eviderce,

instruments used .to inflict injuries, broken




Evidence of a oratory nature should be

If the officer uses the approach that the

evidence will be overcome.
Talk to

suspect present

any permission difficulties in obtaining
-——'_'_._‘_'___-"‘___—————\——’

the non- oFfond{EEHQ@rent,

If thi

.opportunity to compare their accounts,
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other cases., FPolice should be careful to gbtain all evidence,

whether it appears admissible or not, because of the variance

in admissibility on these cases and because the information

-

may later be useful to social agencies or in Juvenile Court
useiul _

to assure the protection of the child.

In addition to witnesses, the officer should interview
L]

anyone who may have gotten a different explana th“ from the parent

.\ . . . 3 . .

concerning the injuries. Inconsistencies have been noted from
naramedlcs, emergency room personnel, physicians, social workers,
neighbors, and relatives. An advantage i these cases is that

social workers are often available to provide corroborating or

rebuttal testimony, and they are not bound by the extensive rules
of admissibility as are police officers, Social workers also

can be of assistance in supporting and reassuring witnesses,
especially during the time lapse before trial.

Canvass the neighborhoods, not only the presently occupied

but other areas in which the family resided. There may be
in the area Just as in other cases of murder and
additionally, even if they have no knowledge about the present

offense, they may be able to establish a previous similar pattern

of conduct by the suspect. These may also include mailmen, milkmen,
garbage men, etc.

Contact school authorities if the victim or other children

in the family are of school age. School authorities are also in

a good position to monitor the child's care if the child remains

or returns to the home. The school provides zn opportunity to
interview children without parent)a interference. Since the

child is not being seen as a suspect, obtaining parental permission
to do so is inappropriate.

Contact law enforcement agencies, Welfare departments,

any other agencie$ in the areas where the family has

Frequently this is beneficial and may reveal a progressio

abuse. Many of these families move freguently and seek

sources for assistance so that an on-going history is not accumu




vith whom you must deal,

If procedures set by various agencies wi
such as hospitals or schools, are found t

o be a hurdle, encourage

meetings to develop changes in policy.
research,

Keep informed of current scientific reporting an
s ¢
' ] is useful in

especially regarding causation of injuries, which is

identifying and prosecuting these cases,
Remain open-minded during the investigations, dc¢ not Jjump
s to seek the

to conclusions, and remeber always that our job is to
truth. Control your emotions, and do not over-reacti nor respond

before you are well prepared.
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fail to act nor to protect the child. OShe may bleéme even

a very young child for seduction. She too M1, be chemically

s

dependent and a previous incest vlﬁtlT._¢?§2iS;:? .e¢4¢ea);ZZ:;?

o O Rttt mca)
The child who reported the abuse must be protected. aw.4a4qg@{

This is the primary concern, and if unprotected, this chilc
is often subjected to further abuse a rejection.
immediate family tends to condemn the victim who

The child feels isolated, disgraced, anc

believes she is bad and unworthy, acc

responsibility for what her fa*heﬂ has done. Avoid further
- e
e Al gy

condemning her. T2 2L Aﬁ%‘”f ’

WU'O B..{Aﬂa? c&m
A AR el
EX 2 su"&’,.&‘although nere are frequently other, agencies
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Investication of Sexual Abuse

services in se abuse cases, a police investiga
_ be conducted regardless f what, if any, court
9. ContomPlated Sexual abuse cases involve the most
accusatlons of parental maladjustment and re
. : & s R :
N evidence for successful court presentations. nvestigative
- mdyo—nfy\-éc_m e Lo pplive’
skills are required that(ﬁre oftenh not available ir rion-police/
professions whigh E%ﬂ? been traditionally expected to offer

)f
se I"Vlceo’:’ Az}‘f-’ ‘;_,{L(.éﬂ/ CAdic 4’/&) M"“-/MW/)\:-{C-{;([ Al -‘WM&
L fPoleed, Aﬁ(zwﬂﬁaz/25ﬁk/2h9m4ﬁé?/&&4ﬁb&zad<

Probably more than any other type of off the incest

investigation must be initiated and cony

possible after the report is brought to

authorities., It is urgent that family memt

Guestlored immediately after they are aware of

and that this is documented, because attitudes often change
quickly and evidence is lost, When the police are conducting
investigation, it is important that other

coordinate with police and that their direct contact with witnesses

be curtailed until the immediate investi
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‘ Cccasionally the police may be called to the scene
e

offense after a specific incident has been discovered.,~”

A

calls are volatile and can be more dangerous than most domestic
. Situations, The officer may be confronted with a drunk, angry,
and violent offender. DMore often, however, police are called to
M—-&fm{ afw Cm‘-m/
] ye he  Fami } _ ; ; TH#larg
other than the family home. WW ﬂﬁﬂ%,u&m,m b s

If the reporting irce is other than the victim, as much et
i information as is possible should be obtained before

the initial contact with the victim. How did the reporter obtain
the. information? Was it direct observation, suspicion or

complaints from a family member? Carefully prepared
information greatly facilitates the questioning of

~Generally when a report is received, the child has provided
information or there are corrcborating witnesses

i S |

~~—Ccases a report is vague or indirect, and it

information from the child who is reported to be

Indirect reports may include ig;ormatiun that a c¢hild
e ’ I - "
displaying sexual behavior beyorid normally expected

demonstrates unusual sexual awareness, especially if thi

-

‘specific and the child is less than six years

The child who is the victim should be interviewed
e ——————
roceeding to ccntact any other family members, If the parents
are aware that the child is to be questioned, they may interfore
B¢, F witd foehn) 3 '

.

and attempt to prevent the report. This is an extremely

interview, upon which the entire outcome of the investigation

y based. The victim must be supported,reassured that

'blame, and the victim must trust that the results of
the report will be an improved lifestyle or the victim will
¥ NL_provide complete information. 7&4¢éwn¢’f@wﬁm41Zfﬁ%44zaa,

If the victim herself has initiated the report, this
s _ ]

advantage to the investigator because the

she can no longer tolerate the sexual abuse

If the report is initially made by a social worker,
"——-—‘-——'——‘-—4

is most effective to have the social worker

w ﬂ&d@’x{ /J:m/_ Q/‘Ejé' M&Ja-&'ﬁ&z. __,p_;f -é;, o ,(-(-M(M:&Q 2
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the child and the child may feel more comforteable.

sought help, the child's' primary concern ofter

to live. She frequently doesn't care where she
as it is not with her father (or the incestuous relative) However,

if the victim is asked what she would like more than asnything

else in the world, she usually will respond, "To be home with my

mother, brothers and sisters without my father

4

the need to protect the child, frequently the

away from her family rather than moving the offend
later be viewed. as "punishment" and can furthe:

A AR
feelings of guilt and responsibility for what has

Where it is possible, the offender shculd be removed rather

the child, - in cases where the mother is not suppoertive

offender is likely to bail out of

ail and become violent,

:
uw
example, it may be too great a risk to

in her own home. The child mey be reluct

about the incest because she is ashamed
"too weak" to deal with the reality of incest (und frecuently she
'iESi___—jzz;éC4u¢a¢£%y;&h%cbﬁf/tgrﬂf o 2 _fkc.ég-?’ffaq)

In questioning, determine from the child
il P Lot

offense, including a detailed sequence cf events

act itself; the duration of offenses, includ]
the nature ancd frequency of sexual abuse

available; any possible witnesses (friends, baby-sitte:

relatives are frequently surprising witnesses or additionzl victims);

who the child has told about the offense

I —

mether, it is significant to determine the

A medical examination of the chilé may be indicated if intercourse

}30? penetration is reported. Although incest is seldcm reporte
i
immediately after the offense when sperm may be present, the medical

examination may demonstrate the extent of penetration and previde

treatment for possible injuries and venereal disease (uncca*-ny
s o -

among these victims). This examination is especially traumatic

for the incest victim a2nd should be carefully considered' and

tactfully explained tec the child. uﬁﬁctz.ég-‘?
R, 7
Zf;4d435ﬁﬁ, &Q?;;LaLAJ@/QEE?iZEaLaui/¥7§42,uuyh4n4254&§zuanan=4idLa@cmkz%




The parents of the victim should never be questicned together.,

The presence of the husband or wife can greatly limit
the information obtained, It is usually easier to meai
of the case and less likely to create an immediate cris

mother_can be located alone and questioned before the
— -

1

father is aware the complaint has been made.

frequently expresses surprise about the incest,

child may report telling her, the mother

‘suspicions, which should be noted in

usually receptive to the child's temporary removal

although'her willingness seems to decrease as the

child decreases. Unless she has actually witnessed the

abuse and summoned police to the scene, the mother is frequently

reluctant to separate from her husband. <The mothers in these

cases should be considered extremely unreliable durir; the entire

investigation. Even if she initielly accepts

she may later deny it or blame the child. She

protective of her husband and feels dependent on hi

mother can provide corroborating evidence, such as

the offense, a written statement shoulc be obtained immediztely

"because she may later refuse to provide any information. 1If it

is exElained to the mother that the officer is aware

a very difficult sitvation for her, that there will be professionals
to help her and the family, and that the police resvonsibility is

to assure the child's safety, the mother may be more 1ihely to

cooperate., ©She may, retaliate if the officer is

her husband rather than seek facts and
important to convey to the mother the

rather than argue about this, because the investigation 1“*’9‘65

mnre smoothly ﬁnd it is far easier for the child, aj‘*{ﬁtf;bf
)%qﬁau? ONitsieind . zpdj
i

1Cal EVinY‘lCE’ such as pOI"l’lﬂ‘l"._f“th "“‘-"’(’”t contra C‘“‘I“t]\a’t"‘"

f%%gg; hould be obtained as quickly as possible and may be ava 1WﬂuLv
through the mother at the time of the initial notification. f%&azvugﬂ(
OuestlonmE of the father can be most effective in the police “a
yy . station. Frequently the father will con
S

and if immediate arrest is not indicated. An
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“pecte Lo d’%/ e L g o,




COMMONLY HEARD STATEMENTS GIVEN BY INCESTUOUS FATHERS WHEN THEY ARE DENYING:

l. "I just pat her on the butt once in awhile".
2+ "I've been impotent for years".
3. "She did it to me, and I didn't have time to do anything about it".
"She's boy-crazy".
"I haven't been well, My health is really bad."
"My wife doesn't give me enough sex"... ﬁzﬁhe¢fngf-x%<ﬂ4¢ﬁbtkj§*”“’(”’Le/ ;
"If my wife hadn't been working ..."
"She (victim) is mad at me because I didn't let her go out last night".
"She just wants to get in to a boarding home where she can do what she wants",
"She parades around the house in all kinds of skimpy clothing exposing herself".
"I was too drunk to remember",
"I'm hung too big; I'd kill her if I tried that!"
"I swear on a stack of Bibles .,."
"My biggest fault is I tell the truth."
"What do you think I am, some kind of sex pervert?"

" Moo 44quzf’¢r+z?{?xc, Ay Hha T2 Fco
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dewk
in questioning the incestuous father is frequently effective,
because the father often will express guilt about the incest
and relief that the "secret" is out. Encouraging the father to

explain his own difficulties in childhood, marriage,

etc, allows him an opportunity to "save face",
aware that he is one of the incestuous fathers
to feel that sexual abuse is appropriate, Justified (zs
certain religious arguments), and acceptable, a ma
"no big deal" approach might be effective., Avoid expressing
your own personal feelings or responding negatively as the
t

father describes his behavior or it will inhibi 11s information.
An accepting nod without approval can be encouraging. If the
father admits the sexual abuse, an attempt should be made to
obtain specific details, especially where dates may be

Information, such as the exchange of mone: which corr
? | & 2

the child's account, lends further credibility to

The investigation should be referred to the

rotection agency, who can provide considerable
= Fiy

the investigation and in services to the family.

cases are successful as a result of the on-geing suppert provided

.to the witnesses by the social services agencies. ;uifh44n,

There has been a tendency to over-react to incest

nameless sexual evil with disasterous effects. It is important

to respond to the child with warmth, ohbjectivity, and acceptance,
so that the child is not bound up with sexual fears and the entire
process which follows is not demoralizing and ineffective. We

can help the child recognize the fact that sex is simply a part

of life, one of the ways in which people relate

It has the potential for either good or bad.

about sex, i is not because sex is an irrational

because we YOSE be irrational. We cannot

a time when a child.comes to us in serious need of common sense

and good Jjudgement.

; 7 2 % gegcz AFE ﬁ—‘id/
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by Carolen Bailey

PREVENTION OF SEXUAL ABUSE

For many years we have been very conscientous about cautioning

our children to beware of strangers. Then, the community gradually
became alerted to the fact that most child molesters are acquainted
with their victims., Still, we thought of this acquaintance as the
nasty neighbor, and only now are we beginning to recognize that a
child is far more likely to be sexually abused by someone within

the family.

Sex has been a taboo subject and incest a deep and painful secret
within the family. It is only when we can freely talk about sex,
eDQ92395379153332;22_:gfb9?rsOnal expression about thi ggeggal/
part of 1living, gcome aware of the harm that can tause
and can take steps to prevent it. Ignoring cannot prevent (&xample:
Rochester school class discovering neighbor molestings).

Most of the children I have seen have wvery little sexual knowledge,
even though they may have experiencedall types of sexual activity,
The child who expressed great fear of becoming gregnant after she
related to me her father had forced her to swallow sperm is not
that startling.

Not only do abused children no the sexual aspects of
their bodies, but from this lack of information, they do not know
what is acceptable physical contact between adults and children.
This question becomes even more difficult when parentg E jnyolved.
The child has been taught to respect and obey adults. es o
affection, gifts or money are frequent. j}ﬁu;iﬂﬁtlﬂxﬂiﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁLJQﬂﬂﬁ¥b

of—vieolence are often present. Increasingly, younger and younger
children are involved. The child who does not fully comprehend what

has happened should not be expected to give éginrmgg_é%ggggi.
They have become the object to fulfill adult needs, 1tdren must
be taught what is and what touching is harmful.

When children are able to recognize that the sexual abuse they may
have been experiencing for many years is not the usual behavior
between parents and children, that their Tmegative reactions are a
"normal”, okay response and that they themselves are not "bad", guilty
or to be punished, then early identification wiiT occur,

— - M,

When we can openly discuss sexual activity and identify which activity
is harmful and infringes on the rights of others, sexual abuse of
children mey be prevented.

The incestuous parent relies on ignorance and fear to keep the secret.

In aQ“gEgg;ﬁiggggmgd_aimgsgggzg, a parent may be less likely to abuse,

recognizing the likelihood of detection,9 Parents may be more likely
o0 seék outhelp for early problems. /;}gce parents who abuse are

1ikeIy to have been abused themselves,/with early prevention and
detection, we are less likely to have/ the pathology present which

circularly contributes to new abuse
AW_,@:.,;j Cot s Lere d (over)
P




As we professionals become more aware of sexual abuse and are

%Eéined_inﬁideniliiEéﬁion and intervention, reporting will increase.
Example: Face to Face training)

There has been a tendency to Qver-react to incest as a nameless
sexual evil with disasterous effects. It is important that we
respond to the child with warmth, objectivity, and acceptance,

so that the child is not bound up with sexual fears and the entire
process which follows is not demoralizing and ineffective, We can
help the child recognize the fact that sex is simply a _part of life,
one of the ways in which people relate to each other. It has the
potential for either good or bad, If we are irrational about sex,
it is not because sex 1Is an irrational force but because we choose
to be irrational., We cannot be irrational at a time when a child
comes to us in serious need of common semme and good Jjudgement.
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Whether it is the result of f"‘ZAM’AZM&

mandatory reporting laws, ;;> 7~
increased incidence or \466.624- aly <

‘gr(‘ater awareness, -écy/ %{ TTiecsneas)
; nolice have been raught ‘

unprepared and untrained

with the

"SURGE _IN REPORTED INCEST"

A practical investigative guide

Although the actual extent of incest cannot be documented,

due to limited available statistics and non-reporting, many police
pe
departments are suddenly being confronted with increasing complaints
e e e T

of sexual abuse within the family. Reports received in Ramsey County,

Minnesota increased 300% in a one year period, and yet many researchers
feel known cases are still just the "tip of the iceberg". Unlike
aggravated rape, which has shown greater concentration in the larger
cities, incest permeates the rural as well as the urban communities.

Jpzeere Lomend
With limited knowledge and training, the police 6fficer is increasingly

expected to investigate and resolve the most difficult, frustrating,
AAALy
and challenging of all offenses, incest. zix,ﬁk«z.ZLﬁ&xz/;¢4¢&4u?y
Mes+ states now have laws requizigg reporting to authorities of
physical and sexual abuse to children by a parent, guardian or other
person responsible for the child's care. Criminal statutes generally
describe "incest" as sexual intercourse between relatives nearer than
fFirst cousins with the knowledge of the relationship. For investigative
purposes, the bvoader range ?f“rsﬁiggl abuse" cases are included

because investigative techniques are similar. There may not be actual

intercourse involved in the sexual abuse but sodomy or other molesting,




and there may be no blood relationship, but the child views the

relationship as incestuous because the offender is serving as a

parent, such as a step-father or mother's boyfriend who is living

in the home.

Since Fatﬁgg:daughter sexual abuse cases are the most often

&ﬂg}yﬂ , reported to police, and for simplicity, we will refer to the ;flender
{ﬂﬂﬁwj"’ as he and the victim/child as she, but it should be emphasized that
there are many male children who are victims of sexual abuse and some

L“‘”Lt{ e

W female adults who are perpetrators. The possibility that male children X

MJPJJ/ ' may also be involved should be paramount in the investigators consideration
OV

y y y@ of such cases. Also, during the investigation of father-daughter incest

e,

ﬁ cases, it frequently has developed that bpother—s;qtor (or even other

relatives) incest is also involved.éﬂxl F:*_;E: 35&“*&f? 42d44447F11¢gd,u

Probably more than any other type of offense, the incest investigation

must be initiated and completed as quickly as possible after the report

is brought to the attention of outside authorities. It is urgent that
family members are each carefully questioned immediately after they are
aware of the investigation and that this is documented, because attitudes

often change qu1ck1y and 9v1dence is lost. 1L1£Lm bﬁa
CKKJQUAJAAL% o | ai&pa) w wo

muﬁﬁé&::i%ikﬁj ng&g;“‘ ¢Wbr_ukq%£f£L'CF iiuxﬁ - e :
Assessing the Rf‘poptlngw— 2 mﬂm&m Mmf—(.ﬂ .
%, {foppbﬂu J%-cgiiuﬁ'&_i$4.44mu3a1:t£@ offence, Ct%ﬂﬂabqatiAataﬂ4i¢m%&m{ Jose |

f the reportlng source is other than the victim, as much detailed 2y .

4%%3}? information as is possible should be obtained before the initial contact

with the victim. How did the reporter obtain the information? Was it
iV}Q direct observation, suspicion or verbal complaints from a family member?
Carefully prepared background information greatly faciliates the

questioning of the victim.




‘ Questioning the Child
|

The child who is the vietim should be interviewedmfifgz_peFore
proceeding to contact any other family members. If the parents are
aware the child is to be questioned, they may interfere and attempt
to prevent the report. Tﬁ?;gisxaﬁ-extvemely difficult interview,
upon which the entire outcome of the investigation is based. The
vietim must be supported, reassured that she is not to blame, and
the victim must trust that the results of providing the report will
be an improved lifestyle or the victim will not provide complete
information. See "Interyiewing the_ChE%g" for specific details.

If the victim herself has initiated the report, this is an
advantage to the investigator because the child has already decided
she can no longer tolerate the incest situation and desires a change.
If the incest is initially reported by a social worker, it frequently
is most effective to have the social worker bring the child in for a
statement because the worker may already have a relationship with the
child and the child may feel more comfortable. When the child has
sought help, the child's primary”qonce?paqftggﬂig_ijgﬁjgg_ﬁ_place to
livg: She frequently doesn't seem to care where she is to live as
long as it is not with her father (or the incestuous relative).
However, if the victim is asked what she would like more than anything
else in the world, she usually will respond, "To be home with my mother,
brothers and sisters without my father there". Because of the need to

protect the child, frequently the child must be moved away from her

family rather than the offender, which can later be seen as "punishment"




and can further increase the child's feelings of guilt and responsibility
for what has happened. Where it is possible, the offender should be

g v onilheis Ao T
removed rather than the child, but in cases where the offender is
likely to bail out of jail and become violent, for example, it may be

too great a risk to allow the child to remain in her own home. A polire

protective hold on the child is frequently utilized in these cases

e —

—

(most states have legal provisions). Placement of a child outside
her home should bp_Tadg_qH”fbﬁ_pgsis of the immediate physical threat
to the child of repeated sexual abuse and physical violence, the
child's own fear and attitude, including her refusal to return home,
and the need to prevent coercion of the child by one or both parents.
The child may be reluctant to tell her mother about the incest
because she is ashamed and feels her mother is "too weak'" to deal with
the reality of incest (and frequently she is).
In quest%pning, determine from the child:
The most veeent#incident of incest, including a detailed sequence
of events and the specific act itself.
2 The_duration_gf_nffenses, including the initial contact, the nature
and frequency of the molestings, and any specific dates available. A
specific date of offense must be determined if prosecution is to be

considered.

3. Are there any possible witnesses? This could be someone who

merely came home early and felt it suspicious that the victim and
offender were in the bedroom alone with the door closed, someone
who heard the victim crying or someone who actually saw the offense.
Friends of the victim, baby-sitters, and other relatives are often

surprising witnesses or additional victims.




Who has the chlld told about the offense? A person whom the
.Viﬁtjm may have told immediately after the offense can be an
excellent corroborating witness. Also, if the child told her
mother, it is significant to know whether the mother took action
to protect the child, if she chose to ignore her, did not believe

her or just hoped it wouldn't happen again.

A m?plcal_gzgmiﬂgglgg_of the child may be indicated if intercourse
is reported. Although incest is seldom reported immediately after the
offense when sperm may be present, the medical examination may demonstrate
the extent of penetration and provide treatment for possible injuries and
venereal disease (uncommon among these victims). This examination is
‘_,“‘..(’ %{ «emﬂﬁue_jd—

especially traumatic for the incest victim and should be tactfull

explained to the child.

Questioning the Mother

The parents of the victim should never be questioned together.
The presence of the husband or wife can greatly limit or distort the
information obtained. It is usually easier to maintain control of the
case and less likely to create an immediate crisis if the mother can be
located alone and guestioned before the incestuous father is aware the
complaint has been made. Although the mother frequently expresses

surprise about the incest, she may later relate earlier suspicions,

and these should be noted because they may become relevantf; Subtle

comments made by the mother may indicate her previous denial of the

incest. The nature and/or change in the mother s relationship with




her husband may also be significant. The¥ mother is usually Peeeptive to_
the child's temporary removal from the home, although her willingness
seems to decrease as the age of the child decreases. Unless she has
actually witnessed the incest and summoned the police to the scene of

the offense, the mother is frequently reluctant to separate from her

husband, and, if she does, she often will reunite with him. The mothers

in these cases should be considered extremely UNRELTABLE during the

entire investigation. FEven if she initially accepts the offense as
valid, she may later deny it or blame the child. She is frequently
very protective of her husband and feels dependent on him. TIf the
mother can provide corroborating evidence, such as in witnessing the
offense, a written statement should be qhtaiggq_immggiftely because
she may later refuse to provide any information. This may be especially
true if she has been married previously and this involves her second
o e G (’f:;z;4;22ﬁ£;?i;z$;ifzi)z%»e IAMED IRTE REPORTZ NS

If it is explained to tle mother that the officer is aware that
this is a very difficult situation for her, that there will be professionals
to help her and the family, and that the police responsibility is to
assure the child's safety, the mother may be more likely to be cooperative.
She may retaliate if the officer is quick to condemn her husband's
actions rather than seek facts and explanations. It is important to
convey to the mother the_validity_of thE_Pff?pse rather than argue about
this, because it is easier emotionally for the mother to deny the offense
occurred. The investigation proceeds more smoothly, and it is far

easier for the child, if the mother is able to accept the facts of the offense.
I

Physical evidence, such as pornographic magazines, contraceptives, etc.

should be obtained as quickly as possible and may be available through the

mother at the time of the initial notification.




Questioning the Father

Questioning of the father can be most effective in the police
station. Frequently the father will come in voluntarily if asked
and if immediate arrest is not indicated. An emotional approach in
questioning the incestuous father is frequently effective, because
the Father often will express guilt about the incest and relief that
the "secret" is out. Encouraging the Father to explain his own
difficulties in childhood, marriage,‘ggi, etc. allows him an opportunity
to "save face". TIf you become aware that he is one of the incestuous
fathers who appear to feel that sexual abuse is appropriate, justified
(as with certain religious arguments), and acceptable, a mattgr-qf—quf,

"no big deal" approach might be effective. If the father admits the

sexual abuse, an attempt should be made to obtain specific information

about each incident, especially where dates may be available. Details,

such as the exchange of money, which corroborate the child's account,

lend further credibility to the complaint.

Research Findings

Utilize knowledge of the incestuous families during the investigation.
Eeakal e s Al

Researéh generally indicates:
* The child reporting the sexual abuse is usually telling the truth.
* The oldest daughter is most frequently the first victim.
Incest will perpetuate and permeate other victims unless there is
effective intervention.
The incestuous father is frequently chemically dependent (most often

alcoholic) and physically violent to most family members.




Follow=-up

The investigation should be referred to the local child protection

———————

r ——

agency, who can provide considerable assistance during the investigation
and in services to the family. Many prosecution cases are successful

as a result of the on-going support provided to the witnesses by the
social service agencies. Epploc Crend 4e. CictZomer 7
Aobieetes nalis.

There has been a tendency to over-react to incest as a nameless
sexual evil with disasterous effects. It is important to respond to
the child who has been the victim of sexual abuse with warmth,
objectivity, and acceptance of the child, so that the child is not

bound up in sexual fears and the entire process which follows is not

demoralizing and ineffective. We can help the child recognize the

fact that sex is simply a part of life, one of the ways in which
people relate to one another. It has the potential for either good
or bad. If we are irrational about sex, it is not because sex is an
irrational force but because we choose to be irrational. We dare not
choose to be irrational at a time when a child comes to us in serious

need of common sense and good judgement.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF RAMSEY (Juvenile Court Division)

DETENTION REPORT

Juvenile Age

Address County
Parents/Custodian Name
Address

Juvenile was taken into custody at (place)
Date: Time: Officer:
Department: For the following reason(s):

This officer/detaining person believes that detention of juvenile is necessary because
there is reason to believe ( ) his haalth or welfare is immediately endangered; ( ) his
conduct represents a danger to himself; ( ) his conduct represents a danger to others;
( ) he would not remain in the custody of his parent/guardian or custodian; ( ) he would
not appear in court as directed; based upon the following facts:

Juvenile was placed at (place) Date:
Time:

Based upon the reasons and facts, which I hereby certify as true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief, this officer/detaining person requests the Court issue its order
detaining juvenile. I further certify that the notifications required by statute, checked
off below, have been given as required.

(signature of officer/detaining person)

(department)

NOTICES TO PARENT NOTICES TO JUVENILE

) Given by officer/detaining person ( ) Given by officer/detaining person
) Given by Detention Supervisor ( ) Given by Detention Supervisor

) Reason for Detention ( ) Reason for Detention
) Place of Detention ( ) Place of Detention
) Right to an initial visit at any time ( ) Right to telephone parent and attorney
) Right to subsequent visits at reason- immediately upon placement in detention
able times. That juvenile may be detained no more than
) That juvenile may be detained no more 36 hours, excluding Sundays and holidays,
than 36 hours, excluding Sundays and unless a petition has been filed and the
holidays, unless a petition has been Court orders detention after a hearing.
filed and the Court orders detention
after a hearing.
I have been unable to give the required
notices to the parent for the following
reason(s):

To be completéd by the Officer/Detaining Person. Original to Court, yellow to Detention
Supervisor, pink to juvenile, blue to parent, green to officer/detaining person.
DETENTION SUPERVIBSORT"™S
REPORT

TO THE COURT

I hereby certify that was received
(name)

at

(place) (date)
at M., delivered/placed here by
(time) (officer/detaining person)

I further certify that the notifications required by statute, checked off above, were given.

(Signature)
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Address
Parents/Custodian Name
Address
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To be completed by the Officer/Detaining Person. Original to Court, yellow to Detention
Supervisor, pink to juvenile, blue to parent, green to officer/detaining person.

DETENTION SUPERVISOR'™S
REPORT

TO THE COURT

I hereby certify that was received
(name)

at

(place) (date)
at M., delivered/placed here by
(time) (officer/detaining person)

I further certify that the notifications required by statute, checked off above, were given.

(Signature)
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) Given by officer/detaining person ( ) Given by officer/detaining person
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( ) he would not remain in the custody of his parent/guardian or custodian; ( ) he would
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IV. INTERVENTION

B. 3. The Police Investigafion

Although there are frequently other services offered by the police in sexual abuse cases,
a police investigation should be conducted regardless of what, if any, court action is
contemplated., Sexual abuse cases involve the most severe accusations of parental malad-
justment and require uncontaminated, admissible, and documented evidence for successful
court presentations. Investigative training and skills are required that are often not
available in non;police professions which have been traditionally expected to offer
treatment services. A thorough police investigation providing more accurate and complete
information is essential to properly assess the case, and to determine appropriate goals

in working with the family,

Probably more than any other type of offense, the incest investigation must be initiated

and completed as quickly as possible after the report is brought to thé attention of out-
side authorities. It is urgent that family members are each carefully questioned
immediately after they are aware of the investigation aﬁd that this is documented, because
attitudes often change quickly and evidence is lost. When the police initiate an inves-
figation, it is important that other associated professionals coordinate information and
actions with police and their direct contact with victims and witnesses be curtailed

until the immediate investigation is completed.

Since father-daughter sexual abuse cases are the most often reported to police, and for
simplicity, reference is primarily to this type of case, but is should be emphasized

that sexual abuse occurs in all types of family relationships. The possibility that male
children may also be involved should be paramount in the investigator's consideration of
such cases. Although much less common, female adults have been known as perpetrators.
Also, during the investigation of father-daughter incest cases, it frequently has developed

that brother-sister incest or incest involving other.relatives is also occurring.

‘a. Assessing the Reporting Source

If the reporting source is other than the victim, as much detailed information as is

1




possible should be obtained before the initial contact with the victim. How did the
reporter obtain the information? . Was it direct observation, suspicion or verbal
complaints from a family member? Carefully prepared background infqrmation greatly

facilitates the questioning of the victim.

. Questioning the Child

The child who‘is the victim should be interviewed first before proceeding to contact
any other family members. If the parents are aware the child is to be questioned, they
may interfere and attempt to prevent the report. A private interview may be arranged
at the school. This is an extremely difficult interview, upon which the entire out-
come of the investigation is based. The victim must be supported, reassured that she
is not to blame, and the victim must trust that the results of providing the report
will be an improved Tifestyle or the victim will not provide complete information.

See "Interviewing the Child" for specific details.

In questioning the child, you want to accomplish two basic purposes:

1) Determine whether the child is able to differentiate trqth from fiction. The
officer can assist the county attorney through the statement with such questions
as "Can you make up a lie for me so I'11 know you know what a lie is?" Then,
"Have you told me any lies?"

Obtain basic elements of the crime. In the case of small chi{dren, even the
required time and place of the offense can become a problem. If possible,
relate the offense to other events that can be checked. Determine the most

recent offense, the first contact and generally the extent of the offenses.

Whether the child has initiated the report or the report was received from another
source, the police officer may be confronted with the immediate problem of the child's
safety. Where it is possible, the offender should be removed from the home rather
than the child. In those cases where the offender is 1ikely to bail out of jail or
to become violent, it will be necessary to remove the child from the home. Placement

of a child outside the home should be based on the following factors:
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1) threat of immediate physical harm

2) protection of child from-continued sexual abuse

3) the child's fear and attitude .

4) the need to prevent coercion of the child by one or both parents
Police officers are authorized to remove the child from the home for twenty-four hours
(reference to statute). The social worker should be contacted immediately so that a
petition in juvenile court can be initiated to retain jurisdiction over the child

(reference to juvenile court intervention).

In questioning, determine from the child:

1) The most recent incident of incest, including a detailed sequence of events
and the specific act itself.

2) The duration of offenses, including the initial contact, the nature and
frequency of the molestings, and any specific dates available. A specific
date of offense must be determined if prosecution is to be considered.
Are there any possible witnesses? This could be someone who merely came home
early and felt it suspicious that the victim and offender were in the bedroom
alone with the door closed, someone who heard the victim crying or someone who
actually saw the offense. Friends of the victim, babysitters, and other rela-
tives are often surprising witnesses or additional victims.
4) Who has the child told about the offense? A person whom the victim may have
told immediately after the offense can be an excellent corroborating witness.
Also, if the child told her mother, it is significant to know whether the mother
took action to protect the child, if she chose to ignore her, did not believe
her or just hoped it wouldn't happen again.
A medical examination of the child may be indicated. Although incest is seldom
reported immediately after the offense when sperm may be present, the medical examina-
tion may demonstrate the extent of penetration and provide treatment for possible
injuries and venereal disease (uncommon among these victims). This examination can
be traumatic for the incest victim and should be carefully considered and tactfully

explained to the child (cross-reference to gathering of medical data).

. Questioning the Mother

The parents of the victim should never be questioned togheter. The presence of the

husband of wife can greatly 1imit or distort the information obtained. It is usually

easier to maintain control of the case and less likely to create an immediate crisis

if the mother can be located alone and questioned before the incestuous father is aware
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the complaint has been made. Although the mother frequently expresses surprise about
the incest, she may 1atef relate earlier suspicions, and these should be noted because
they may become relevant. Subtle comments made by the mother may indicate her previous
denial of the incest. The nature and/or change in the mother's relationship with her
husband may also be significant. The mother is usually receptive to the child's
temporary removal from the home, although her willingness seems to decrease as the
age-of the child decreases. Unless she has actually witnessed the incest and summoned
the police to'the scene of the offense, the mother is frequently reluctant to separate
from her husband, and, if she does, she often will reunite with him. The mothers in
these cases should be considered extremely UNRELIABLE during the entire investigation.
Even if she initially accepts the offense as valid, she may later deny it or b1ame.

~ the child. She is frequently very protective of her husband and feels dependent on
him. If the mother can provide corrobbrating evidence, such as in witnessing the
offense, a written statement should be obtained immediately becausé she may later
refuse to provide any information, This may be especially true if she has been married

previously and this involves her second or third husband.

If it is explained to the mother that the officer is aware that this is a very difficult
situation for her, that there will be professionals to help her and the family, and

that the police responsibility is to assure the child's safety, the mother may be

more 1ikely to be cooperative. She may retaliate if the officer is quick to condemn

her husband's actions rather than seek facts and explanations. It is important to
convey to the mother the validity of the offense rather than argue about this, because
it is easier emotionally for the mother to deny the offense occurred. The investiga-
tion proceeds more smoothly, and it is far easier for the child, if the mother is

able to accept the facts of the offense.

The mother can be a source of information and evidence. With her consent, she may
be able to supply the police officer with physical objects which may corroborate the

victim's statements. Such items as pornographic magazines, contraceptives, sexual

paraphernalia, bedcfothing, or personal clothing should be taken into custody as soon
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as possible.

In addition, basic information should be obtained from the victim's mother at the
first interview on the following topics:

1) Victim's medical history

- Names and locations of physicians who have treated the victim
- A description of any infections in the vaginal or anal areas
- Any unusual pattern of physical or emotional illnesses

2) Victim's education history

- The names of schools the victim has attended and dates of enrollment at
each school
- Names of the victim's teachers

3) Other possible victims

- Obtain the names and addresses of any other young people who may have been
in the home; for example, babysitters, relatives or friends of the victim

4) Family history of the abuser

- Size of the abuser's family and the sexes of siblings

- Whether anyone else in the abuser's family has ever been 1nv01ved in or
accused of sexual misconduct

- Whether anyone in the abuser's family has tried to be sexual with the
victim or other members of the victim's family

5) Personal background of the mother

- Whether victim's mother has ever been sexually or physically abused

Also, from the victims mother obtain written Consent to Release Forms (see appendix)

to be able to review school files or medical records.

The above described information can be useful to corroborate the victim's statements;
for example, if the medical records show a history of unexplained vaginal infections

or a school file contains a notation that the victim reported to her teacher she was
being abused at home. In addition, even though no one piece of information may be
significant, the information taken together may demonstrate a familiar pattern to which
an expert witness could testify and, finally, the mother may be able to provide names

of other possible victims.




d. Questioning the Father

Questioning of the father can be most effective in the police station. Frequently,
the father will come in voluntarily if asked and if immediate‘arrest'is not indicated.
An emotional approach in questioning the incestuous father is frequent]y effective,
because the father often will expreés guilt about the incest and relief that the
"secret" is out. Encoufaging the father to explain his own difficulties in child-
hood, marriage, sex, etc. allows him an opportunity to "save face." If you become
aware that he is one of the incestuous fathers who appears to feel that sexual abuse
is appropriate, justified (as with certain religious arguments), and acceptable, a
matter-of-fact, "no big deal" approach might be effective. If the father admits the
sexual abuse, an attempt should be made to obtain specific information about each
incident, especially where dates may be available. Details, such as the exchange of
money, which corroborate the child's account, lend furthef credibility to the complaint.
If "the father is reluctant to admit the sexual abuse, playing a tape recorded state-

ment made by the victim may persuade the offender to admit his sexual involvement.

. Obtaining statements from other witnesses

Based on information obtained from the victim or her mother, interviews should be
conducted with the following people and statements should be taken when appropriate:
1) Other possible victims - babysitters, relatives or friends who have been in

the victim's home, and the victim's siblings
2) People to whom the victim may have spoken or reported the abuse o
3) People who may have observed signs of abuse - examples, teachers, doctors,

school nurse, school counselor, neighbors

f. Research findings

Utilize knowledge of the incestuous families during the investigation. Research

generally indicates:

- the child reporting the sexual abuse is usually telling the truth

- the oldest daughter is most frequently the first victim




- incest will continue with this victim and other siblings unless there is
effective intervention

- the incestuous father is frequently chemically dependent (most often
alcoholic) and physically violent to most family members

g. Follow-up
The investigation should be referred to the local child protection agency, who can

provide considerable assistance during the investigation and in services to the

family. Many prosecution cases are successful as a result of the ongoing support

provided to the witnesses by the social service agencies.
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