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This is an authentic lMontagnard ;
crossbow, made by the Jarai people who E——_hhh
lived in the Central Highlands for

over 2,000 years. The bows have been '

nade in Plei Brel, Flei Sor, Plei e g

Phuong, and Plei Xep, villages located X \. P L
close to the Pleiku Air Base perimeter. t /{5;/'1

of mahogany similar to the Luan wood of
the Fhilippines, Each bow is: perfectly

4 5 ¥ S h §
The wood in these bows is a type \ P | \\

balanced and it takes one sun up to ahsn \

one sun down to cut and carve each bow. ~ e
The string is hand woven from | - hhhh“‘“nhhh
the Tibers of the taro plant

which have been shredded {
and dried in the sun,

The arrows are.

made from

selected bamboo |\

and the "feathers™\

are fashioned from palmetto lsaves. The individual carving on the stock
are not of religious significance, but are rather the bowmaker's style of
decoration and identification.

When you tuy this bow, or any bow made by members of a newly formed
cooperative group of Jarai, you are directly helping the Civic Actions
progran achieve better relations between the American and Montagnard
peoples. The price you pay will realize a profit for the Montagnard bow-
man of approximately 100-150$VN, With this profit, the people of these
villages supplement their supply of rice, other ifood and clothing, The
profits from these sales also go to buy soap, lanterns and other commodi-
ties the Montagnard can not readily obtain.,

This is in no way a give-—awav program., It is rather - co.® Relp
program by which the Montagnard learns the fundamentale i husinczs, deve=-
lops small industry and begins to pull himgelf above a _.aid to mouth
existence, It is hoped that this program will presper intc a morzs diver=
sified one as time goes on. .

The Montagnards are a very industrious and honsst ueople who work
and fight very hard. From their support and friendship will come even-
tual peace in this very troubled land, '

As the Jarai say, "Béni Ké ih“l- Thank you.

Montagnard Industries
Pleiku Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
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