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Dear Kay, 

29 Jan. 167 
Pleiku AB 9 PM Sunday 

Sorry I didn't get to write you yesterday but will 
explain many things I've seen and done since my last letter. 

Will try to capture some of this on paper now before it slips 
away. Am very tired--no sleep since Fri-Sat nites . 

Went to a Mont@inard village yesterday about noon to see 
the old lady. No fault of mine but she's well now. Went with 
Jack Rudy--tbe Judge Advocate or base lawyer whichever you 
prefer . He's quite a guy. He requisitioned some sheet metal 

for the Montagnard teacher and for Plo- more about these peo-
ple later. Jack is a big chief at this village-the name is Plei 
Brill. Want to hurry up and change an impression I gave yester& 
day that these people are dirty. Those that are are dirty becat 

because of the constant dust and dirt around them. Most bathe 
any chance they get- no running water or wells--they bring wa-

ter in in gourds from a nearby lake. They simply do not have 
soap or water available . However most sweep their houses con-
stantly and do the best they can to keep neat . I may repeat my-
self many times but would like to get these things do'Wil on pa-

per for later on. 

Anyway we came back later in Jack Rudy's Honda motor r:y-
cle for the sacrifice the teacher and Plo were planning for us 

to thank us for the sheet metal . 

We started out at Plo 1s house . Jack has worked out a deal 
with him whereby Plo hires 6 or 7 men to make their famouis 

crossbow-each man making a part--then Jack buys t he crossbows 
from Plo and sells them on the Base or in the U S by mail . 
With the profit Jack makes he buys soap and candy etc. -e11en 
blankets-and hands this out to the natives . A great idea-

that seems to me to be a positive contribution. He's sold about 
500 og these crossbows already. I Bought one today-$10- and it's 
a work of art.Made from mahagony and beautif)llly ban tooled . 
Arrows are bamboo. Plo is making a special small one for me 

as a gift. 

To di ess a little . These are the friendliest , most honest 
and h9norable people I have ever met . Put us to shame in many 

ways. ~hey have great courage and,if they like you,will do 



- ,. 
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literally anything for you. They have magnificent posture 
anii carriage--walk with real pride. They laugh and sing 
constantly. Look everyone straight in the eye and study 

you carefully. Any suggestion of dishonesty they detect 
immediately. They are also very courteous to everyone- I 

saw men today-G I 1s(another story maybe later) unwittingly 
break hundreds of taboos and yet they never flinched but 

smiled very openly and forgave us . (I 1m sure I'm still break-
ing many taboos altho Jack has carefully coached me on many 

of them e. g. don't put your hands on children 1d heads,don't 
even touch the children unless the parents or the child comes 
to you first etc. ) because they knew we meant well. 

Ba.ck to my story. 

Jack Rudy and I returned for the Thanksgiving sacrifices 
about 3 PM by motor scooter-a wild ride for about 7 miles down 

dusty trails . I had my pockets full of medicine and he had his 
full of cigars,candy,tobacco ete. 

The sacrifice consists of killing a chicken after drink-
ing 3 levels of rice wine, then eating this boiled along with a 

hot sauce(very good) and boiled clams . To explain a level of rice 
wine . They have a big jug standing about 3 feet tall much like 
the diagram. On the bottom is the wiue of varrying proof and age . 
We had the best wine they had- came out like a milky substance-
like skim milk. They tapped it just for us . about 1 or 2 months 

old . They fill the top with water up to the brim and then place 
a piece of wood across the top with a stick hanging down in the 
middle . Drinking a "level" consists of sucking on the straw un-

til the level of the water is under that stick hanging down. That's 
a hell of a lot of wine . This wine is something else again. It 

gives a person a special clearness of tbought,almost a euphoria-
so rmroh so that by the time I went to bed I was speaking their 
language pretty well . But it does something else to the coordin-
ation. Couldn't walk without falling down. No balance . You know 
where you want to go but your body goes another way. Oddest feel , 

ing in the world . Anyway we both drank about 6-8 levels plus a 
· bottle they siphoned off while we ate the chicken and clams and 

hot stuff . We got smashed but didn't know it . I barfed all over 
the place which pleased t hem mightily( if you vomit and or get 
smasned t his plea.ses their Gods very much-their Gods must still 





be smiling today). Jack acted as our interpreter and did a 
hell of a job. The Montagnadrs I met were all very intelligent 
and extremely eager to learn- They picked our brains dry as 
best they could. They were also very informative about them-
selves, their hatred for all Vietnamese,etc. After a while I 

got so I could talk a little on IlJJl own-some of them knew a few 
American words and knew French very well so I could get along 
a little bit . 

I~ve got to take a break-I'm exhausted. Will }lick this up 
later. 

Jack has a 50 page language book he's compiled. The lang-
bas never been recorded officially. He hopes to publish a dic-
tionary sometime. Also is going to write a book when he gets 

back- ought to be a dandy -best sel ler for sure if it can pass 
the censors. I know how to count laboriously now: 

SA---one 
DUA. - - --two 

clow - -three 
BA - - ---four 
MA----five 
nom- --six 
JU--seven 

PAN - ---eight 
DUAPAN- -nine 

PLO ---ten 
PLO-SA--- -eleven 
etc. 

DUAPLO-- -twenty 
DUAPLOSA---twenty one 

etc. 

FENEKAEE----Thank-You 
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JO. January 167 

1: 30 PM Lunch 

Dear Kay, 

The lights wenr out last nite before I could fin-
ish your letter- We have many problems on this small Base--
electricity fails frequently and our hot water supply is te.mp-
eramental at best . Sorry you didn't get a letter yesterday. 

I received my first letter from you today--a great 
thrill believe me . Sorry you sound so depressed-l!.Wben rape is 
inevit able,relax and enjoy it----" Can't let your emotions 

run yon or you 1re whipped . I think most of the men here feel 
this way and consequently this base is the friendliest,most 

optimistic and spirited one in Viet Nam. A real pleasure to knc 
know them and to work wit h them. Your words about the kids 

really hit my on bpt ton. It doesn't sound like much to you I~m 
sure but I treasure every word out here in the boonies. 

Thought you'd enjoy t his poloroid picture taken of me 
out in a Montagnard village yesterday. We're standing in a s5a' 
shed because it's raining cats and dogs . The Montagnards love 
their children very much and this may be my way through to ther 

Had a briefing by t he Commander,Colonel Bonnaux today. 
He's all in favor of "civic action" as it 1s called . Encourages 

going out to the village and helping . Yesterday I saw enough 
pathology to f i ll up 2 months oi practice in Mpls . and I was onl. 
there 3-4 hrs . and only saw 50-60 people . And that doesn't 

count their malaria,worms & anemia that all of them have here . 

The trouble is that there is very little we can do t hat's 
permanent--ma.ny of the club feet,thyroid goi ters,parotid tumors 1 

cleft palat es,rotten teeth etc would require a full sized hos-
pital and a surgical team plus a clinic like t he BLOOM*LAKE 

working nite and day. There are 200,000 Montagnards in this 
area(800,000 in all,counting Cambodia,Laos etc. ) I found a Mont-

agnard "doctor" in a Special Forces camp yesterday and loaded 
him down with medicines and showed him how to do a few things . 
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Will be back next week to see what happened. Maybe if he's 
any good, I can work through him. You see eventually we're 

going to leave this area and these people are going to revert 
right back to form. They go barefoot so get hook worm, they 

don't cook their food very well (although they did for us) 
usually. No written language. They are basically a non-spec-
ialized civilization--no shop-keepers,no barbers,no tailors,no 

lawyers,doctors,den:bists etc. They have banana trees,tara plants 
(like a very hard potatoe) pineapples,hot plant,tobacco,rice, 

poppies(for opium) papaya trees.--then chickens~cows (held in 
common by the whole comnrunity) pigs,cats,dogs (both of which 
they eat)--all on their property. This is why the Vietnamese-des 
despise them and call them "mois"(dirty little savages). The 
Vietnamese have a policy of extermination in action here . They 

would like to completely destroy these people-"the mountain peoJt 
ple 11 and they may very well suceed much as we suceeded in destro 

ing the American Indian.You see the Vietnamese are a 0 civil-
ized11 race much as the Chinese are.(the Vietnamese are basically 

Chinese in origin,whereas the Montagnards are polynesian in ori-
gin-mixed with other races I'm sure. They even worship stones 
just as the original Hawaiians did.) By the mere force of evol-

ution the Viet namese may very well win out. One thing may slow th 
them down and that's the fact that they are lazy and loaded with 
graft.An honest Vietnamese is a rare commodity around here--and 

I think a basic weakness in their structure . There's no foundati 
tion of trust among themselves so no wor th whileproject can be 
started and seen through without graft and corruption and just 

plain laziness fouling it up. 

I'm sorry I'm so windy. As time goes on, I'll slow 
down a bit but right now there's an avalanch of new inform-
ation coming to me that I'm trying to sift through and study. 

NOTHING is black and white here and I mean NOTHING. 

Will sign off now and talk to you later-will get this 
in the mail before another day goes by. 

I love you very much,Sweetie . Be strong for me- -and 
you'll see,lt'll all work out for the best. God bless you. 

Love 
Dan 





3 

P.s. Thought you 1d be interested in some of the propa-
ganda t hat we keep throwing out planes at the v.c. Don't 
know wh•t it says. 

Love you very much 

Dan 
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Dear Kay, 

.30.January •67 
~ 4:15 l'M Pleikll Dispensary 

Just got the good news that I owe the U S &ir Force 
$120.00 for the month of January. This means t hat I won't 

have any money to work till t he month of February. (we are 
paid once a month ) and will be getting half a check on t he 28 

of February. You'll be getting your ~700 by mail soon--possibly 
when )lOU get this lett er. It costs about $100 to live here (meal: 
and etc. so would appreciate it if I could write a $50 check on 

your account to see me through. I can scrounge through on that I 
think. The f oul up happened because we got paid $322.00 on the 16tl 

of Janyary. This plus the ~700 allotment and assorted income tax & 
social security deductions make up to $120 too mlllch money. Did you 
get paid by the Clinic yet? If not get on t hei r tail and make t her 
send you the check due you. Also check on the income tax return · ~ 
we have coming--it should be a dandy. 7 

• 

I'm assuming $50 is OK with you and am proceeding on that E 
t hat a ssumption ( to use an air force term). 

Am sitting in t he Dispensary with nothing really going on, 
They had an emergency landing on the flight line but no one hurt 
apparently. There's a plane landing or taking off constantly 
ha.rrassing the VC,day and nite out t here. We 1re a small Base but 
busier than Hell. Finally getting t he m6ssage about supporting 
the Primary Mission. The only reason why Pleiku is here is (the 

airbase t hat is) those planes and everything is geared to keeping 
planes,pilots and control tower operational. And the VG know it. Hi 

Had another aborted attack on the flight line perimeter t wo niteE 
ago but no casualties. We've got our little island secure as hell, 

and Hyway 19 to the coast(about 125 miles of road) is guarded by 
three divisions:l.the 45th Division on our end,2. The 1st Cavalry 
An Khe,3.The Korean ROK Division at QuiNhan. The VC are constant 

ly kept off balance by our probing attacks but they're not giving 
up by a long shot. Word has it. t hat another Division is coming 
i n f or an operation of search and destroy to abort an expected 
build up west of here. In short,we 1re on the offensive but he's 
a tricky SOB and will dig in--it will take a long time • 

. P~eiku AB is on~ year old today. HAPPY BIRTHDAY. Many of 
tee originals are leavl1lg one by one and have a few war stories 

o ta e bacJ with t hem. Most of which won't be believed I'm sure. 
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I~te picked up a few myself. 

Will tell you a little that I don't t hink is classified.Saturday 
afternoon,Jack Rudy and I went back to the Montagnam.l village-

Plei Blell- for the Thanksgiving sacrifices in our hon.oh. As we 
were going through there was a large bus full of Vietnamese "good" 
guys. They have a neat trick of taking a Montagnard hostage and 

saying,"You VC ---We shoot" Then they prooede to steal of their 
frui t and chickens etc. until they have enough. If the Montagnard: 
resist,they shoot the hostage or take him in for questioning 

and no one ever sees him again. The Montagnards can't fight back 
because the Vietnamese gov 1t won't arm them--except a few forces 

that are closely supervised. 

Consequently the Montagnards have formed an underground 
called the FULROW movement and have stashed guns and weapons 
all over these mountains. Some day and maybe soon,there's 
going to be a hell of a war inside the big war up there. The 

only trouble is that some very nice Montagnards are going to be 1 
hurt. And they are bound to lose it because they simply don't hav~ 

the support. US official policy is to support the Vietnamese and 
whatever-all& -do -agaii.B~ the Montagnard.s do against them will 

force the US to help the Vietnamese cut them down. This is a 
very dirty little was indeed. As the Montagnards know they're 

damned if they do and damned if they don't. By the way the VC 
are much more sympathetic to these people. At least they pay in 
stolen US currency for the rice and fruit and animals they take 
from the Montagnards. What the M's would really like is for eve• 

everyone to please leave them alone and let them live their lives 
in this beautiful cool mountain country. They are the original 

people. The Vietnamese are merely displaced persons from North 
Vietnam after the fall of Dien bien phu(the French were thrown 

out of viet nam t hen and the country was divided) Those that ohos~ 
to leave came south along with many VC infiltrators. 

There is some small arms f d>re down by the flight line so we 
may have a mortar attack tonite and an alert. May have to cut this 

letter short and start a fresh one tomorrow. No danger. I'm up in Mi 
MACV --if we get at tacked and they make it up here it will be a miJ 
miracl~. They will have to plow through the whole 15,ooo army 
troops\US) as well. Not likely. 
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About this trip to the Vil lage for the sacrifice in our 
honor. First we get smashed on rice wine and cigars and cigar~ 

ats . Then we start out on the way to the second party. Well Rudy 
smashed up his Honda,cut up himself and di d something to my 
left middle finger that I 111 remember for a while . Anyway we 
walk-sort of- to the teacher's house and get involved in anothe1 

sacrifice and more wine . As the evening wore on more and more 
men a ssemble and Rudy points out leaders from many of the villagE 

nearby. Finally a tall man(about 5 ni ne or ten) The average heigh1 
of t hese people is 5 one or two) about 45 yearti old (the life 
expectancy is only 35 yrs . ) came in and sat down in a corner . 
Eyed me very carefully as be I accepted my second bracelet and 

met me with a piercing stare and only a trace of a smile--- these 
people generally are very gregarious and smile constantly. Rudy 

tells me he is chief of t he seven villages around here . He doesn't 
say a t hing for several hours as the conversation goes on and on 

with everyone talking at the same time like a bunch of I talians . 
Meanwhi le more and more men came in--no women,no children,except 
my buddy GLR(pronounced GLEEL) 10 years old and smart as a whip. 

He's teaching me Montagna.rd slowly but surely. Surely eg.Y*O(no 
Sweat) 

After a while I noticed this guy is talking more and more and 
the rest of the troops are quiet and listening. attentively t o ever 
thing he says. He must have talked for an hour-getting louger & 
louder unti l he's finally yelling. The jist of the thing was that 

they had had enough of this Micky Mouse and he thought it was time 
to do something about it. All of a sudcen I was lifted carefully 
up and taken down a trail to Hing 1s house (GIR'S father) . Here 

Jack and I were carefully undressed, our valuables hidden ex-
cept Jack's • .38 which be insisted on-~eeping sleeping with and w 

we were literal ly bidden. At about 3 AM t he Base got an at tack 
of mortars and small arms and there were some shot s in Plei Brill 
as well. We were thoroughly awake by t his time but "Y-0"-no sweat 
We were hidden and perfectly safe with Montagnard guards all ar-
ounc the area. Jack and I hitched a ride the next morning back 

toMACV by 9:30 and I was at Mass like nothing happened. 

The next day we took a convoy out to t he Special Forces 
Montagnard village which i s really impressive and impregnable-- -
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pungi sticks,ba.rbed 'Wire,mines etc. Met a Montagnard "Doctor" 
who seems to know something at least and gave him all the med. 
icine I had. taught him how to ds.re for the common things--

will check with him in a week. He could sell the-market med-
icine on t:re black market. Also want to see their water source 

and his 1'hospital11 ---may be able to wrangle up a well-
digging team from the 295th Engineers with the Judge's(Rudy) 
help. Will describe the "hooches" some other time. 

As you can see,we•ve had a busy weekend.Have a very gocx 
teacher in Jack Rudy. He had zt months tb go here--should be abl~ 
to pick his brains many times before he leaves. Hope to be able 

to do something really positive without interfering with their 
beautiful way of life before I leave. 

Love you very much. Can't tell you how much your letter 
did for me . 

Dan 

HI,Colleen. Will write you a letter soon. 

Daddy 
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Dear Kay1 

12:10 AM ---Midnite Pleiku 
31 Jan-1 Feb. 1967 

Just a short note before L go to bed. Drank beer all 
nite with some free lance correspondents--talked my usual brand 
of philosophy. These are strange people by t he usual standards . 

Most correspondents sit in Saigan and pick up the local gossip 
and Air and Army releases on the batt les in VietNam. These¢ 

guys actually sit i n the trenches and go into villages and get 
shot down in helicoptors , ete. 500 correspondents and about 450 

of them sitt ing around in Saigan. Anyway we went into a Montagnare 
village-my home away from home-Plei Brele-saw my old woman who 

is up and kicking-she forced me to take a bunch of bananas which 
she needs more than I do but it would be an insult if I didn't 
take it . Also was given a cross-b0\-1 No lO(values go as follows: 
1 .. No. l very good or yam doi 
2. No.10--not ~~Pi;l sp good 
3. No. ten thou(sand)--very bad or boyam (no gook) 
4. No. ten thousand 50- --no good at all 

These people watch very closely--they accept my small efforts ti 
hejlp--but have been hurt many times and a.re cautious about accept 
ing someone new --a good qualit y 1 think. 

Anything--the corr espondents went out with us to Plei Brel and 
had a good time flashing pictures . I got a look at thei r water 

source--very good --comes out of the clay & rmck at several points 
about 50 -75 feet below t he village level. There is a beautiful 

jungle,actually chasm t hat t his falls into and t he water is 
filtered and sweet and cool. Here they bathe. Women in a shelt-
ered area, men up on a separ ate level with the best stream and 
children all around . Jack Rudy has built t hem a st airway down 
to t he wa t er hole--and before t hat t his was almost inaccessable. 

No letter t oday. Missed t his very nm.ch . Must WT.lite every day and 
send letters a i rmail if at. all possible . Feel like I 'm talking 
to you every day and need an answer even though it's a few days 
lat e. 

Work at the dispensary i s interest ing but t hese Mont agna.rds 
have already turned on my 11 on11 button as you've probably gath-
ered . Please send t hose pocket books I ha.d laid out . 

Especilly would appreciat e Tom Dooley's books . He apparently 
had an insight into these people that few have . 
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Went to Pleiku today to bring in the Montagna.lj" teacher-Kat-
to :fill out some more papers . More Vietnamese harrassment . Will 

also have to send LICK-Rudj's interpreter to Saigan and maybe ev-
entually to the US to escape the Vietnamese . They want him jo 
put him in prison"on suspicion" . La.st time fem 9 months (no 

charge ever) . He's too smart--knows English,Vietnamese and Mont-
agnard--they want to get rid of him because he knows too nru.ch- a 
good man -he's teaching me also. A DIRTY little war. 

Will go to bed now . Am learning a few words but languages 
come bard for me . Love you more than I can say. 

This poem from a correspondent here in Pleiku, please save. 

Love,Dan 






