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~\')uA 1-Feb, 167 Pleiku midnite 
~P.uiCV (Military acceptance Command Vietnam) 

Dear Kay, 
Have set up a schedule--I sleep from 4: 30 PM till 8 

when I 1m here, then get up and eat and drink beer and talk to & 
study the very interesting people that congregate around here at 
nite. There is an air of tension here that we all feel but it 

has strange ways of coming out. No physical violence like Mike 
described but a lot of loud singing,frank talk, a huge a.mount of 

pDofanity and much more frankness and good cheer. Everyone here--
even people who I am sure must be ordinarily grouchy,make an 
effort to be friendly and cheerful. It~s catchy. Part of the 

spirit of this base. It's why they universally say that Pleiku 
is the best place to be in Vietnam. Have attempted to d.Jraw a map 
of the area and of our little Base so you'll know a little about 
the place. Color the map brown for dirt--everywhere . Later on 

you can color it red-brtwn and wet for 1-2 feet of solid mud ? 
Yhen the monsoon's come.Did I tell you this is beautiful country 

It is . Also very cool.The warmest it gets is 90 degrees--rigbt now 
at midnite it's about 65 . Need a flight jacket in the morning. 

Also the stars give the impression you can reach up and touch them 
--thej're so bright--no city smoke and smog. The north Star is al-
most out of sight and the big dipper is in t he northern horizon. 

Will check tomorrow nite to see if I can spot the Southern Cross. 

Saw Orv.Swenson today and had a good chat. Might be able to 
get their orthopedic Surgeon--Charley Brown--to see my 22 yr.old 
Montagnard with equine varus(club foot) if I can find him. 

Am going past Holloway Camp(See map) tomorrow to see a lit 
little girl with an infected eye. Should be interesting. This is 

out of Judge Rudy's domain. A Greek Captain whose name no one 
can pronounce.-we call him "Greek" ~-is a big chief out there . He 
will take me tomorrow around 11 AM. 

Didn't go out t oday--just worked the dispensary and visited 
the 18th Surg.(see map) to see Orv. Swenson. They're morale is de-
cidedly down compared to the Air Force . The A:rmy didn't take any 
where near as gooll care of their people as does the air force and 

it shows in the morale. 
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No letter for the second straight day. Possibly the mail got 
held up in Saigan--a big bottle neck there. 

Am seeing quite a few psych cases. An 18yr old boy who talks 
in his sleep,can•t take the tension and the rough company of men 

-in short he needs his mother. Almost cried when I was willing 
to let him talk to me--but held back the tears so no one would 
laugh at him. Theses kids are under a lot more strain than I am. 
That's maybe why they pick the older men to come over here--at 
least in the air force. The Army is something else again. 

On the map you 111 see down on the bottom the 4th Division. 
Things have been amazingly mild around here for the last few months 

except for small arms firing down by the flight line and a few m8 
morter rounds(shots) now and t hen. The rumor has it that maybe the 
VC are planning something soon --to counter this other rumor that 
the 4th Division will be making a search and kill operation soon. 
I hope thay do. The old timers feel this will do a lot to reduce 

some of the tension building up. 

By the way the ARVN (Army of Vietnam hasn't fired a -shot 
since the US troops showed up. They 're called the llCorps--every 

now and then they have a practice session--at which we all clear 
out because they're more dangerous than the VC with those pop-
guns mf theiEs. All they do is terrorize the Montagna.rds and 
make them mad and also collect their little graft and gangland 

tactics in Pleiku. No one I've met has any time for them.The 
VC we all admire.Odd story I 1m telling,isn 1t it?. Not like the 

papers at all. Maybe as I've been here longer my opinion will 
change but the old boys tell me different. 

Please sendl----here it comes. I need my books and notes(in the 
file) on Sociology--could use a book on t he make-up of food.Would 

like to make a study,an analysis of the nutrition theses people 
get. I know they lack meat but would liie to know the vitamins in 
their other food . Especially vitamins. The Montagnard Doctor wante 
vitamin A especially. I feel they need Vitamin C.Am greatly hin~ 

dered by my lack of knowledge of their language. Many of their 
words for foods are untranslatable. Also would l ike my March man-
ual --if you can't find it,will you get it from the U of M from 

the Hospital book store--ma.ybe through Dan Whitlock- -1967 Editio 





J • 
. 
Also a current therapy.Also a book on parasitology. O.K. 

I 111 stop for nCM. I 111 start writing the clinic and Sheppard 
soon--would like to settle down more into a routine before I do. 

These letters I 1m writing must be boring but I'm going to 
keep doing t his--it helps me sort out my thinking,you know the 

same bit as in the Novitiate. 

I'ts l.PM here now--probably 3 PM yesterday there- ~ so will go 
to bed. 

I love you ~ery much Sweetie. Will settle down into a rou-
tine soon and write the kids too. 

The tape recorder,the camera and ot her things will pro-
bably have to wait till March . I don't have any money and won't 
till then. 

Love you,Sweetie, 

Dan 
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Dear Kay, 

6 Feb.1967 Monday 7 PM Pleiku V.N • 
MACV 

Received 3 of your letters today.They were wonderful. 
Have read them twice already and will read them many times again. 
You do a beautiful job describing the kids and you are thoroughly 
yourself all the time. Feel you are right in the room when I read 
them. Too bad there's a t i me lag-- otherwise it would be just like 
a donversation. Maybe you've noticed it-- -many things are said by 
mail that we don't ordinarily say to each other. We 111 probably 
get even closer by this constant correspondence--if that's possibl 
Will leave it up to your di scretion whether to share the letters 

with others. I'm usually too tired after poring myself out to you 
to write another letter. Got two lett ers from Dad and Mom--will try 
tp answer them after this . I mis s jrour day by day comments on my 
activities--as you know,you 1re my sounding boa.rd and my leveler. 
Each time I write I worry how you're going to react to what I say. 
I'm told no wife believes we're not in constant danger so all the 
reassurance in the world just makes them wirry more. Win't go into 
this i n detail 4 -but Jack Rudy has never shot his M-16 or 38 since 
he's been here--9 months--and is constantly out among these peop-

le. You have to believe me when I talk ~bout the loyalty of these 
Montagnards--They will gladly die rather than have a guest they 

l i ke be hurt in any way. Their loyalty and ability to fight is 
fierce---no other word for it. 

Will list my experiences for the day and then try to answer 
your beautiful lett er in detail. Went to the dispensary as usual 
this AM-- the usual colds,Gc.diarrhia,vomiting a few lonely air-

men etc. Had one fellow that was blown up like a ' balloon--baven 1t 
the faintest idea what's wrong. Treated his symptoms and hope foD 

the best. A bout 11 AM a Vietnamese doctor came to call--wanted an 
air force flight cap-can't buy them over here so gave him Illlime-no 

sweat. I wear only¢% fatigues, boots and fatigue cap here. Haven' 
worn my uniform since I arrived. Would feel conspicuous in it . 

Found a book in the well supplied library about the Montagnards, 
the Vietnamese. Have been engrossed in it ever since. 

The Doctor turns out to be a phony according to many of the 
men here. He dmd start me on my education of Vietnamese--cai·~ow 

count to ten and above. His name is Tien(actually tbtatr's ·f e 
i nnan") His family name is nguigen --the larges ami..Y 

~be~~.Pronounced"when11 • At least on~ third of the people in VN 
carry the name Nguyan including Prelill.er Ky. 
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mot(mu~equals one 
hai ) 1111 two 

P.s. The Vietnamese think and act much diff 
erently than Americans or Montagnards--so it's 

easy to call them phonies. Have to judge them 
in an oriental way at all times . Also lmow a fe 
phrases like COME ON and THANK YOU--COME GATCHI 
you~re welcome-- ---~P~~/g~%~~i DINKY DOW mean 
drunk,addled,nuts,etc. You should see these 

people smile when I say some of these words . 

ba 1111 three 
bone "" four 
na.m 1111 five 
sau (Sow) "" six 
bay (buy) 1111 seven 
tam (Tom) nn eight 
chin 1111 nine 
muoi 1111 ten 
muoi mut tttr eleven 
moi lam 1111 15 
hai muoi 1111 20 
hai muoi mut 11 21 
ba muoi equqls .30 

Few Americans have ta ken the trouble to learn. 
Will try to get you and the girls an ao-dai 
for yourselves--need t he following precise 
measurements--neck,shoulders,elbows,wrists 

and also the length . Very feminine - -but very 
modest at the same time. 

etc. 

Anytime--went back to the dispensary after taking my Viet-
namese friend to lunch at the officer's club and looking around 
his dispensary. At 2 PM we had a big party with presents,aband 

cake and ice cream-- the works for the little Montagnard children 
and chief who were shot up by the v.c. They were slow to respond 
at first but eventually had a great time ---especially 11Princess" . 

She will need grafts for her legs and feet but Charlie Brown 
will be able to save her legs he t hinks . She has been very de-

pressed the last few days,hides under the blankets and doesn't 
eat . We gave her a pink poodle with a pretty chain on it and a t~ 

tra.nsister radio inside . Pretty soon she was cuddling up to it and 
playing with the chain. She even smiled a few times and ate some 
ice cream and cake . The chie# was suspicious at fir st but eventu 

ally used t he comb proudly that we gave him. 

Tom Wilson is reading to us the valentine he's sending his 
wife. Hope to buy some tomorrow . They may be all gone from the BX 

by now. Will try to remember Kael's birthday. Amazing how care-
ful everyone is of everyone else here . Almost as if each has a per 
sonal responsibility to the other . There was a rulor that Major 

Scott was in the hospital--had 4 or5 of his men come tonite to 
see if there was anything they could do--Was he OK? How long would 
he be sick. etc. Sgt . Moore had a severe headache so we put him to 

bed in our little hospital. Every day several of his men,includ-
ing officers came to see him and bugged us about what was wrong 
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with him. Much worse than relatives back in the States ever we 
were. Couldn't ma.ke it to the leper colony in Pleiku--no transport 
ation--will go tomorrow--also out to Plei Bong Boo to see my kids. 
Want to try & get my leper taken care of--a.lso want to see that 
little wasted baby I saw Saturday. No phones here to make conven-
ient little calls--must actually go to these places and make "hou-

se calls" or I 1d never know what was going on. 

10:30 PM •• Ha.O to take a break. My roommates were talking 
and I couldn 1 t write. Ha.O a few beers with Judge Rudy. Have been 

dragged into a phobey "civic action" deal in a Montagnard village 
I8ve never seen on the other side of the flight line. Some big 
Brass from Washington is coming over and we have to assemble with 
the "cracker box" (ambulance) with some corpsmen to show how we 

take care of the Montagnards. A lot of things are phoney here. We 
drop leaflets to tell them what good guys we are and what bad guys 
the V.C are. The only trouble is that the leaflets are printed in 
Japan in the Vietnamese language and the M's don't understand a 
word of it. And our boys are required to risk their lives flying 
50-100 ft above those villages to drop t hem.The M's use them for 
toilet paper • .An ugly frustrating war. Nobody here is voting for 

LBJ. Will discuss politics with you some other time. Every Viet-
namese and M. knows who John Kennedy was but can't even pronounce 
Johnson's name--mostly because they don't want to learn it. What 
we need in the States is some hero leading us instead of a poli-

tician. 

Have to tell you about John Value. He's a classical alco-
holic. He 1s that genius whOis a free lance journalist we have here 

I've mentioned him before. He's been on a three dB¥ drunk. Rushed 
him to his hooch tonite because he couldn't breathe. Found a class-
ical case of hyperventilation--pain in chest, numb hands and feet, 
dry mouth,etc. Told him to go back to sleep and breathe into a ~p 

sock or something.(bags are in short suppy here). That was at 7 to 
nite. He's been drinking all day. When I went to take a break at 

about 9 PM here he was at the bar sucking dowm more booze. A 
sorry case. If he can't take the misery and vi olence out here he 

should get lost. We don't need a guy like that,I don't care how 
talented he is. 



" . 

• 



There's a great unspoken uneasiness felt here . Colonel 
Bonneau:x- the commander- is FYGMO-will be leaving in a month. He's 
the guy responsible for ma.king this such a great outfit . His repu~ 

ation stretches up and down Vietnam as the best . He can drink any-
one under the table and roar like a lion but is game for anything 

that will help the war. When he heard I Spent the nite out in the v 
village he roared and thumped my back so I thought it would break. 

I'd follow him anywhere and so would everyman here . The uneasiness 
is about the new commander coming in . So many phonies we•re afraio 

we'll get one and watch him destroy what Bonnie has built . Col . 
Smith is staying on for 6 months to clue in the new Commander . We 

all do our job well enough--but put a few rules in our way and I 
think t he enthusiasm might lag a bit. 

Found out about that PIED PIPER of Pleiku writ ten up in 
LIFE about a year ago. A negro airman who went about seeing peo-
ple and taking care of them--nam1s Bailey. I saved the article in 

my file . A good man but nothing exceptional around here. 

I'm too tired to answer your letter or write to the kids . 
Hope you will forgive me .Wish you could see this beautiful coun-
try . Maybe we'll have a second honeymoon some day and see it when 
there's peace here and all is memory. 

Thank the folks for their letters. I really enjoyed them B 
and will answer them soon. You can't imagine how nm.ch you mean to 

me . Talk to you all the time in spite of myself . Need to write 
these letters to lay out my thoughts to you. Am smoking too much 

but otherwise taking very good care of myself . Fating three meals 
almost every day--even if it 1s sometimes M.food . 

Please send LIFE, MD and AMA Journal plus any other med-
ical Journals that are coming to you. Either get me a new sub-

scription to LIFE & LOOK & POST or send your copies. The latest 
LIFE here came out early in Dec. in the States . Pleases tell AMA 

and other journals my change of address . Include box 68 in add-
ress . Am in need of recent medical knowledge . Am growing stale 

and could use some stimulus(bee nu coree,come on, thank you) 

I love you very much . Don't worry about me~-I'm fine . 
You're doing a wonderful job,Sweetie . 

Love, Dan. 
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8/Feb./167 

Hi Sweetie pie, 

12 midnite Pleiku,Vietnam 
MA.CV 

Just finished the Jan 22 LIFE article on Vietnam. 
Very good,if superficial. How a. man can pretend to grasp the sit-
uation here by stopping t hour and talking to the Generals and 

Colonels and then jumping back into the plane and going on to the 
next camp is more than I know. Surprisingly he does a fairly good 

job. Have really gotten behind in my letter writing and am sorry. 
I lmow when I don't write you fear the worst. Actually I've been 
so busy and rushed havn 1t had time to really sit down and chat 

with you. Will start again where I left off Monday nite. 

Tuesday morning assembled in front of the VNAF(Vietnamese 
Air Force) headquarters with all the Brass of the U.S.air force 
and Vietnamese ana went to the M village of Plei Op- we official 

adopted this village-we overdid it in typical American style. Many 
speeches and photographers-a dixie land band,a playground set for 

the village,two large water tanks(whicb leaked-the people still hav 
to haul water from their spring to fill it),a large box of C ratio~ 
a woolen blanket,a large bag of rice,some dry goods and 2 shirts fc 
for each family. Major An,WNAF commander gave a speech in Vietnamef 
from memory,English,half from memory and half read and Jarai(Mont-

agnard) the whole thing was read . The M's were so conf'used they diq 
n't know what to do--gave us rice wine,bananas and three chickens. 

This sacrifice is usually a very graceful,solemn,religious thin~ 
with much meaning.Instead they merely handed the chickens feet 
first to Colonel Bonneaux,Major An and one other. Everything .rus , 

rush. I was invited to tend to thei r medical needs( and so they ~ 
could get pictures of me and my corpsmen doing thi s for t he U S pa~ 

pers.).Somehow in all t he rush nobody remembered this and I got out 
of it . I ' ll go back sometime ne:x:t week with 2 or 3 and see if 

there 's anything I can do. 

The r eason for all of this fanfare is that t his has »~¢ 
been a VO dominated village located on a hill directly overlook-
ing t he airstrip. They could t hrow mortar shells down the hill 
and hit the runYay. I'm still not so sure we've changed their ba-

sic loyalties. One thing is sure,the M's really like that country 
western music and the electric guitar s. The plan is t hat little 

bv little we.wide..n the p~rimeter of safety and influence--an att-
-~pt to pac11y the people. 
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Yesterday afternoon took the jeep down to Pleiku to see 
our interpreter LICK(Montagnard who knows Vietnamese,Jarai & 

English and is constantly harrassed by the ARVN because he•s too 
smart) . He's been passing a whole a ssortment of worms lately so 

have started him on the regimen they have here . Makes a man very ilJ 
Got involved in some M wine drinking but cut it off at J levels . 
Le~ there for Dr . Luce's Hospital -..a. consciencious objector who 
instead is serving 3 yrs as a civilian taking care of Vietnamese 

and M' s in a hospital he is setting up--from there to Olive Kings 
bury 1s leper Coloby to see the little baby I mentioned--think she 
has cystic fibrosis--is no worse possibly a little better. She agg 
reed to accept my leper when I bring him in--possibly tomorrow. 
From there through town to Ple Bong Boo--saw a little baby with 
pneumonia and used the last of my antibiotics . Will have to write 
the clinic and see i f they can collect some medicines for me . Met 
an interpreter by the name of Saih(Cy) who helped me at Plei Bong 

Boo. He said his brother-in-law has been sick with a £ever & sleep 
ing sickness for 2 months .Agreed to go out to see him. Saih speeks 
English,Vietnamese,Jarai,Bhanar,Chinese & French--23 yrs . old . He is 
Bhanar-..a.lso a Montagnard people but not of Polynesian ancestry--

but of Indian origin- -look different-language different which I'm 
learning slowly. Drove out to see the man--he's bet t er--! think 

he bas malaria and so treated him. Got completely engulfed by thes 
people--hanen•t seen a doctor for years--emptied my bag--I lanced 

about ten boils on the spot-..a. wild scene. On the way back stopped 
at another village--Bahnar--which was celebrating TEr--starting the 
year of the goat--last year was the year of the horse- more about 

that some other time~the Jarai Montagnards do not celebrate TET 
but the Bhanar do but a few days earlier than the Vietnamese- Con-

fusing 4Z you bet-- Anyway this part of the celebration was in the ~ 
cemetary--next day in the homes . Was so covered by dust they did-
n't know who I was . As they poured water all over me and careful111J 
washed me off (They wouldn't let me do it)--they were amazes to ~~ 

see I was white--they had never seen a white doctor before. At firs 
they didn't know I was a doctor because I was there about a t hour 

drinking rice wine and eating water buffalo(that's something else 
again) and their rice when I spied a horribly infected child wit 

boils,fingers stuck together from infection eta •• Saih told them I 
was a doctor--a.nd you should have seen the riot- Between 3&4 hundred 

people there and half of them with classical diseases- scrofula --
a draining TB abscess on a child's neck & face-transmitted maybe by 



·. 



3. the mother's "roilk ---some questionabl 
plalJUe( I'm imunized) horrible boils ( I lanced 10 on the spot)--

they .kept bringing these people to me--no end to the sickness. I 
ran out of everything and t he sick were everywhere--a.nd I could-
not do a thing for them. What many of them needed was soap and wa 

ter. Don't know anything about t his 8ater supply. Never saw soap 
and I don't have any. 

Left there finall y with Saih and came back to Pleiku I;{~ 
where he works at the USAF Headquar t ers . He treated me to Saigon b~ 

beer, taught me some Bhana.r and Vietnamese . Counted to 100 for a 
Viet namese boy who was delighted to hear my accent and very proud 
to be able t o help me . Finally got home covered with dust & ex-
hausted but f1illl of memories I won't forget for a long time. 

This morning Col/Bonneaux read the riot act to me for not 
tell ing theAP's where I was goi ng. I'm p,6,iff.~~¢//11Campused" can ' t 

go anywhere outside t he base without t he AP 1s and someone in auth-
ority knowing where I'm going. Probably a good t hug . Need to slow 

down anil get my bearings anyway. Will give me some time to read and 
catch up on my let ter writing. 

Pleiku is wild tonite--the start of the Vietnamese New Year 
The town is off limits for the duration of TET--for ALL of us . The 
VC and Vietnamese 11friendlies 11 have called a truce for the 3 days 
of TEr. Don't know exactly what that means--nobody feels very se-
cure about t his truce t hing. 

Got 3 papers--even a Sunday paper--haven 1t read yet. Also 
a letter from Louise . Now it ' s 1 : 30 AM Feb 9. Got the AMA journal A 
Also 2 issues of Life mag. Don't need Time~We get that here cheap 

and on time-- comes from Japan,! think. Spent a quiet day in the dis 
pensary --Dulaney went to 'Ihailand on a top Secret mission over T 

will tell you about it sometime . I've been on call all day so have 
had a quiet day. Am starting an obesit y clinic--2 in it so far--
Missed Mass again--had time wrong arrived at the end of Mass. 

The sky putside is beautiful and all lit up with t re.cer bull-
et s- Vietnamese celebrating TET--they sure kmOtV how to celebrate 
here . The continuing mystery is why the V. C. are such fierce,det-

ermined,hardworki ng fighters a.mid unbelievable misery--and yet 
their blood brothers--Vietnamese "good guys" a.re such lazy slobs 

don't work--don 1t fight, just run a.round causing traff ic accidents . 
Have to admire the VC--they're tough . 

Thanks for your letters . Am fine except I smoke too much . 
Love all the t ime, Ban 

~~~~~---L-~----~~----
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Hi Kay, 

17th of Feb. 167 10 PM MACV 
~ Pleikll V.N. 

Just read over your letters for the 3rd time . You sound 
wonrerful. Now to apologize for my depressing letter last time. 

I had the 11runs 11 ,vomitted etc. Feel nruch better now after a good 
sleep. 

There's a series of rules like no wearing hats in bars , no 
walking behind bar etc. eta. that are on~ occasion broken so that 

drinks are set up for the crowd. No problem--except that was my 
last JlO--will have to scrounge a bit till March • Can't seem to 

take the rice wine--may have to offend the Yards for awhile un-
til I recover. 

Am having trouble getting medicine for my M's.Much red tap 
Lots of medicine stashed in Saigon, Ca.m Rhan Bay and elsewhere but i~ 
just sits there because of red tape . The VN boycott every request 
because they know it's going for the M' s . Reams of forms to fill 
out only to be filed in the wastebasket . So most of us appeal. to 
people at home . Am tempted to write tbe Star-Journal. to start a 

fund for soap,medicine etc. Maybe Mom can .use her influence at 
St .Peter' s to get things coming this way •• Please call Grace at th 

clinic for pediatric medicine. 

The kids sound wonderful .Got the valentines today. Thanks 
to all of you. Would like pictures of t he kids etc. Starting tomorr 
we start our second month--went fast--didn 1t it? Am glad you adjus 
ed so fast . 

1~ent out to a new village PleiKep--saw 2 older people 
Didn't know what was wrong Will see them again tomorrow . Heard about 

an albino VN child Will try to see him. 

The 4th Division is fighting again. Glad I 'm in the Air Force 
Those Army boys take a beating. The 18th Surgery has been busy 
day and night with casualties pouring in .Had to ship 4 plane loadf 

to Qhi Nhon today because they didn ' t have room. Got a good 
glimpse of the horrors of war . Not very pretty what mortars, 

grenades,bullets,fire can do to a man. The bombing helps a lot, 
scares the VC but the casualties are minimal on our side .Most 

over 



important thing I did all day was set a fractured ankle 
for a VN lady who fell out of a truck she wasn't supposed to be on 

That--and the inevitable GC that is. 

The Army and the pilotsa.re making t his area more and more 
secure so the rest of us can get on with our"civic action. 11 

Went to a Civic Action meeting today.We agreed we 1d have to steal 
most of the things we want and continue to send our useless pet 

itions Same .same every time •• This Base takes the prize for Civic 
Action every time it 1s given out. With all these plaques and sorol: 
it 1s really some sight. 

There's a big sacrifice coming up next week at Plei 
Brel--a water bui'falo. Doc.Asendorf ,Jack and I are invited .Will 

have to get well from the runs or I'll be in rough shape. Al Asen-
dorf took a visiting Dermatologist to Plei Brel and it was a rea 

eye opener.Was very pleased and impressed with the people he saw. 

Love, 

Dan 
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-. Dear 
Feb. 18,•67 12 :15 aft er midnite 
~ - Saturday Pleikll N.N. 

Wonderful letter f rom you today dat edFeb. 13,Mon. 
Colleen is doing remarkable work--a.m amazed at her understanding 

of the cont ent of a sentence. Maybe that's normal for her age but 
I 'm delighted. Very pro d beautiful work,Colleen. Love ~ou very mu< 

We had a band at t he Officers ' club playi ng country and Weste~ 
tern musi c. Got smashed on gin tonics and Greek and I danced up a 

storm- -Zorba t he Greek style . ~-fy legs are nearly falling out but 
everyone enjoyed it . Made a fool of myself . No girls to dance 
wit h so Greek and I danced modern style- eight paces apart and 

went till we couldn ' t dance anymore. Have to describe him. A I st 
Lt., lst generation from Greece with a name a mile long. Single . 

Literal l y owns 2 or 3 villages and I 8m a member of l(a thick 
bracelet--diff erent from t he one Kaela got) . Am t he doctor for 
his villages as I am for many of the villages around here . He 1s 

a wild man--looks l i ke a Jew--Greek Orthodox. We understand each o 
other as does Jack Rudy.Part of the Pleiku Irregulars I may have me 
menti oned before . Uninhibit ed but loves t he Montagnards . Has built 
them da.mns, schoolhouses, spillways, anything . Goes out in the forbi 

dden countryside .Have grown to like him but didn't at first . 

Got questioned today by a secret agent (CIA , I guess) about 
the M's . He t hinks I have an insight into them because I'm with 

t hem so much. Every move I make is shadowed by t hese guys . He can tell 
me the minute and the hour I 've been anywhere since I got here. How 

he knows is more than I can fathom. Today I went to Plei Kep by my-
self at 3:20 PM(armed, by the way) to see an old man I think has a 

kidney stone --he knew t his and also that I ' d been to t he Special 
Forces camp soon after--a.nd to t he 18th Surgery before t his . No one 

with me but somehow he knew. Anyway he wanted to know about an im-
pending uprising by t he Montagnards in t his area. Has the whole 

Army,Air Foree and ARVN in a stir . Come to t Link of it the Yar s 
around here--male adults that is--have been conspicuously absent 

the last few days . Didn't tell him anything I knew for fear the ARVN 
(whom he reports to) would take thi s as an excuse to walk into the 

villages and steal . Am sort of worried that t he M's are cooking 
up some sort of civil war. Would hate to see them hurt as they 

inevitably will be . The ARVN would love to have a legitimate reason 



2. 
,t~ 'im their guns at the Yards--especially since they know the 

U.S.forces are powerless to prevent it.--an ugly, ugly war . 

If you get the chance read TRIUMPH OR TRAGEDY by R.E.Goodwin 
Was one of the speech writers for JFK and LBJ before he quit .Wrote 

his book as his explanation for the mess we're in . The best one I'v 
read so far . His part only covers the first 67 pages . After that be 

includes a bunch of documents stating the formal position of U. S. 
but his 11reflections 11 a.re the real meat of the story.-oomes in 

paper back~ ·I'm sure it's at the book Shoppe in Edina. 

Have been drinking tonite-·my nite to let loose--am e:xhauste 
by the dancing but thought I 1d bett er write . Can't tell you how 

much you mean to me . I agree that words don't say it . The only t 
time I hurt is when I try to tell you how much you figure in my 
thoughts and actions . Think you would be proud of me so far or 
would run out of gas . Am trying to attack each situation as you 

and I llaV~ for as long as we've been together. 

Got aproval from Col . Bonneaux to start my Montagna.rd Hospita 
at the Special Forces C Camp nearby. Have a building-all we have to 
do is remodel it. get beds etc •• Got an offer tonite from Capt . But-

ler to staff it with his pa.ramedics(pa.ratroopers trained as medics 
that go out and rescue pilots--good solid men looking for something 

to do) . I have to train the M's to be medics themselves . Am look-
ing forward to the challenge- will get busy. Actually the dancing 

helped me --I'm dr inking a coke now. 

Hope the bracelet arrived OK. Ton wasn 1t at Plei Brel toda:y 
to get any more taro seeds for Dad(lost the last bunch somewhere) . 

Also have to get some more water from Ton's well to see if it's con-
taminated . Can't do anything until the Yards ge t back from whereve 
they went . Fear the worst but hope the cooler heads prevail. 

Enough of politics . Please don't apologize for rambling. Love 
every word of it. Will write tomorrow. Love y·u ·very much . 

Had a shower and have felt some relief from 
my recent illness . It's great to feel good again. Warm 

water for the shower too. How about that? 

Love, 

Dan _ 
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