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Thursday,March 9,'67
5 - Pleiku v1etnam (MACV) 10:30 m

Hi Kay, 3

I$'s good to be back in Pleiku again--this is a very beautiful
Bage,full of friendly people. Will tell you about my adventures
one by one since the last long letter I wrote many days ago.Since

last Friday the days and niites have been all mixed up with partie:
adventures out in the villages,the plague epidemic,the orphanageg/

; my trip to Camran Bay and An Khe today--all kinds of people and ex-

periences, Have neglected my letter writing horribly and apologize
There's even a party going on now-went in to get three cokes to |
help me write you and had to dance with the Go-go girl they had-~(
Greek wasn't there so I was the next choice. Luckily got out of #{
there after the dance and am now finally settling down at the card

table writing you at a decent hour for the first time in over a x
week,

Let's see--think I talked to you already about the water buff

alo-- I know I didn't describe it very well but will let that go
until I see you in persone. Actually a disappointment--a2 very bruts
and coarse affair after the very mysterious and beautiful ceremony
that went on all nite long the previous 24 hourse. They continued
to drink,eat and sleep from Tuesday to Friday AM at sunrise., Got

out of most of the drinking--have a great intolerance to their rice
wine and even their food doesn'y sit well with me any more.A con- |

ditioned reflex I'm sure but have vomited since I've been here more |
than in my whole life before,

Told you about the boy with the lung full of pneumonia? He near
ly died on us the first couple of days but walkec into the dispen- |
sary Tuesday and got an XRay. Very happy and grateful--in another

week should be 0 K,

And the parties for Col.Bonneaux go on and on.5PM Friday--
(2 PM for me ) Saturday although the rest went to bed about 6 Sun-
day AM Another big blast till Sunday-Monday. Avery moving,happy
accasion--happy~-sad--grown men most of them genuine Steve Canyon |
heroes in their own right--.serenading and toasting and meking fun |
for Bonnie.Felt my newness acutely the first few hours- just sat
back and admired, FinallyJohn insisted I join in--loosened up & bi'
bit after that and had a ball. A real privilege and humbling ey_
perience~to be included &mong liese Ppecplueiiic BeviE m—.'vm
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Compensates in a great way for being in Vietnam and being involved
| in this brutal war, The problem for most of these men will come b
--~=(there goes the lights--am now writing by candle light), I
anyway-~the problem will come when they go home to an entirely
different world-~to the quiet life etc. Nobody's going to be=-
lieve their stories--they're hard for us to believe now,

Some of these men have fascinating stories. Col.Bonneaux was
one of the original Flying Tigers of World War 2--flew in the K |
Korean War as LtS, Many fly 19 out of 24 hrs. and party the rest |
of the time to relieve the pressure. Each pilot is given an ounce ¢
of whisky after each mission. Sometimes that amounts to 4-5 ounces
a day for thesemen.Most save it up for after the final mission
tremendously keyed up by that time,

Midnite-~ have now been interupted 4 times since I sat down--
this time by John Valpe who wanted some dexadrine to wake up.He's
flying tonite at 3 PM in an AIE over Cambodia, An AIE crashed tor
nite--both men got out with broken backs. The war is over for them,
They'll probably be back to hav another go at it--they take an
awful beating psychologically and physically--most of them are vol-
unteers~-keep coming back beednse they believe ther's a job to do
and because they're professionals and this is where the action is
You can't imagine the morale booster those ugly little planes are
to everyone here--~it can turn on & dime--go slow enough and stay v
up long enough to get the job done, can totally destroy an area as
big as a football field and drop any ordinance on & spot 5-10
feet in front of the army man calling in the strike, Without them |
there simply wouldn't be a Ath Division any more at Plei Djering
--~28 it is some of the companies out there have literally ceased
to exist--one big battle --and it'é been going on for 2-3 weeks
now, Haven't seen & write up of it in all this time, 3-4 regimants
of North Vietnamese loaded for bear thanks to that lousy truce
we had over TET ( if you're having trouble reading this,consider
I'm writing in the darkness with a yellow flashlight beam the only
source of light --sorry but I'm going to write tonite(,

Have a radio of T.Wi lson's on. Heard another U,S. 4th camj
pany was wiped out tonite--~l17 KIA and 56 wounded,

I digressed again--sorry. Your letters are simply wonderfdld

can' tell you what they mean to me-~Know they're very hard forywu |
to write--must be very boring for you to write what you consider |







I
|

3e

drivvel about the kids day after day but I eat up every word,
Thanks-~you tell me that you love me by your effobts.

Want to tell you about our "round 8y8" repobter(Australian
who showed up Monday nite. Col.Doyle (our men in charge of public-
ity)ecame to me at noon and asked if it would be O K to send out a |
reporter with me when I went to Plei Wan. Told him OK but no picturq
He asked me to wait till 1:30- told him sorry,had too much to do--
was leaving right away for the orphanage~-would wait till 2 PM at
orphanage and no later before going out to Plei Wan, Didn't real
expect her to show up but she did at 2 PM sharp-- big smile,pretty
and intelligent ( a big surprise--most of them are fat, mannish &
touzh)e Came specifically to study the Mongagnard people, Husband is
Australian trace commissioner in Manila--has two boys 2% and 4 &
likes her husband, Still don't know her whole story. Anyway she
went with us to Plei Wan-put on bandages,drank rice wine,gobbled
up their food like a good trouper. Asked an amazing number of quest
ions without any pretense. In spite of the fact that Montagnards
don't like women to be in the limelight,they really took this one
to heart--rédiculous 2-3 sizes too big fatigue uniform and all.
Names Marion Watkins--uses Marion Barry for pen name., That nite the
there was another large party- till 3 Am in Col.B's room--she party-
ed alomg with the boys in spite of no sleep. Next day she was at
the Ath Division and went out to the boonies all day with a medical
convoy-- another party Tuesday nite to welcome the new Commander--
That one broke up mercifully at 2 AM--think I got a letter off to
you that nite, Nemt day she's gone up in Dah Pek( the place I've
been trying to go to)--another party--this time on the lst & 4th Ai
Air Commander (pilots) in honor of Marion. By now shés won every
one over--has Jack Rudy,myself and Greek poxring out all our storys
& facts to her short-hand notes. Everyone acted like idiots wining
& dining this gal for the last 4 days-first real female type we've
seen--nothing phony and lots of fun. No question of her being in |
any danger from any of us--she gets a 4-5 man escort to everywhere
except the latrine. last nite had a small good-bye party for her.|
She left this AM for somewhere else and am inecluding the words to |
the two songs the pilots wrote for her. They may become standards
here .-maybe note Very refreshing--keep thinking of the treatment
you'd receive if you showed up here--brought the best out of us
in spite of the fact we're a raunchy,horny group--this was a real
lady for a change,

I e







Lo

Talked to Saih yesterday( by the way traded Saih's crossbow
for Marion's size 4 combat boots--impossibe to find over here--
will give them to Saih--should make a hit)

About the plague epidemic which I couldn't find.He told me it was
out in Plei Bong Lou (the place I can't go) but that it was all fin
now,thanks to a team of Ath Div, doctors--end of mystery and happy
ending to that.

Went all over yesterday, Got a veterinarion from Saigon who
happened to be passing throughe to go out to Plei Brel and find
out why the cows are all dying. Think we've got it diagnosed and
are treating them with sulpha and paregoric, Went to orphanage,
leprosarium,Plei Phung,Plei Brel-have a team of 3 para-rescue men

| with me at all times now,Will tell you about these men later(less

than 60 of these men in all Vietnam, Their job is to jump from
helocopter to rescue pilots when shot downe Work with me in their
gpare time--very tough fellows indeed,

Am going to set up my hospital and they will staff it for me
when we finally get it organized., Today we had a normal day at the
dispensary until about 10:30 when T/Sgt. Carler came in with chest

pain-had a heart attack and nearly died. Dug up my unused routine
about coronary care and kept him alive till we landed in Cam Rhan

| Bay less than 2 hrs. later--diverted a whole troup's plans about

200 miles out of the way to do it, Caught a hop to An Khe right
awvay and waited most of the afternoon for a flight back here.
That's the first Cav.center--2 real war going on there-a deso-

late spot--like Canada with high peaks surrounding a little base

and air strip made out of steel planking. A real experience land-

{
!
]
|

|
!

ing and taking off here, Got back here in God's country at about 4
|I

J PM-- a nev record I'm told.

Took & nap finally after getting beukch at 5:30 and the rest
you know, How's that for a week? Sure helps to make the days
pass by.Was surprised to see it's March 9th already. Sounds from
your letters that the pace is heetic for you too. Guess we're
two of a kind~-I think I'm in love with you--Will you merry me?
Will sit dowm and answer your questions and get some letters off

to the kids tomorrow,I hope., Right now it's 1AM, Have been at this

letter off and on for 2% hours. The light just went on.--no,
they're off again

ids-~
I love you very much Sweetie,miss you and the ki
o e A
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: 12 March 1967 10:30 Sundey

: w MACV Pleiku,Vietnam
Hi Sweetie,

No letter for second day.Guess I deserve that for the way I've
written you lately.A very good letter from your sister which will
try to answer soon., No candle light tonite--real electric lights

for first nite in three. also got a hot shower for the first
time in three nites. And some clean clothes for first time in 5 day
This place is quiet like a tomb, The new C O is rarely seen-comes |
out for meals and the rest of the time is busy by himself .Every-
thing is subdued. people go to bed at 9-10 PM,--the officers! club
is almost empty where it used to be packed full of loud sounds and
good fellowshipe Everyone is wondering what the new guy is like |
and what he expects etc, I'm told it's rough on the new commander
and the men when a new one shows up.

Went discreetly about my business- only went to the orphanage,
Special Forces camp,and Plei Fho today. Came back at 6 PM after
drinking only 3 levels of rice wine with Saih and friends. Am
taking it real easy until I find out where I stand,how this man

thinks etc. One thing for sure,he's got huge shoes to fill after

:Bonnie. He must feel this acutely because Bonnie was & loud,hoarse,

big man who led us by the force of his personality and was deeply
loved, This man is a little,soft spoken,very exact disciplined Pent!.-
agon officer and it just aint the same, He'll constantly be com-
pared to Bonnie. Bonnie had the habit of personally coming over eve
ry noe and then to almost every man on the Base and saying."You're
doing a good job,keep it up.",shaking your hand,and patting you
on the backe A little thing but coming from this man,meant the
world to every one he talked to. And the thing about it was that
he actuvally knew what kind of job you were doing- had eyes every-
where and somehow kept track of everything, Many things will chang
now, some for the better I'm sure but the change is the hard thing,
Will slow up my activity until I know just how theyll change.

John Value leaves tomorrow to go home to Boston and write
his story. He's sleeping in my bed--will waken him and have a last
chat with him. If he can put his story together should be a dandy
because He's certainly gotten involved with everything in Pleiku.

 Before that was with the Marines in DalNang and before that in the De!

Delta and in politics in Saigon. Hope he can find the words.He in-
sisted on getting your name,the kids,our address,my past hig.oryt i
ete, Said a book has to contain some facts and figures or it's not |

accepted as true. He's flown 25 Miscions with the pilots h.e:re-- the






2
* after tha
last one was 7 AM Saturday --a bundle of nerves il
Has been on multiple patrols with Marines and Army and has lookec
at death many times, It has taken its toll and he's a thoroughly
washed out human beinge.. He hopes a few weeks skiing in New Hamp-
shire will revive him so he can write again,

Jack Rudy hasn't slowed down noticeably though, Did the ecir-
cuit today--Plei Breng,Plei Teng,Plei Brel and finally Plei Rho
( I was in a different part--just missed him I guess,) He was fly-

. ing low when he showed up here. They've already started going roundl

for him out in the villages, Plei Brel has a grave prepared for

him and they've given him a bird carved in wood as a symbol that
when he dies his soul will come flying back to Plei Brel and stay f
there forever. If we had 50 or 100 Jack Rudys here,there would be

. no problem and the V.C wouln't have a chance, He leaves in about a 1.

bout a week and they know it---are very concerned with the new Com-
mander here--afraid that maybe our attitude might change, They're ir
enough of a bind with the V.C. on one side,the ARVN on the other wii
without the Air Force putting them in a greater squeeze, They quiz-

| zed me a long time at Plei Rho about the new CO, I told them he #1 |

man,but different and that we go very slow for awhile, They immed-
iately sensed what I meant., They're old hands at this, It's a matt-
er of survival for them,not just a game, '

12:30 Monday/¥M Morning

Here I am again way into the nite-each day is an adventure here,
Woke up John for a chat, He was surprised to hear about Mike,Air
Force in Guam etc.We went to Offépers' club for a last drink--ran |
into Lt.Col.Crook & Charlie Kapsa (also Lt.Cole) both AIE pilots |
who are flying tomorrow., Kapsa has 26 days left. Wants 2 Missions|
a day so he can get 250 Missions in before he leaved("and am put |
out to pasture"), Interesting that all three of the above men are!
divorced--wives who didn't or couldn't understanf them. Hard to deig

scribe what motivates these men--a& thirst for adventure,personal
fulfillment, a drive to excel--I don't know but they are merv- |
ellous men--and sad and lonely in a way because no one,least of all
themselves,understands them.They were surprised that I have 5 chilc
ren and a wife like you.,Questioned me at great length about you,what
you are like,why you have stuck with me etc, I was very proud t o
tell them about you and our happy yesrs together, Got very soapy |

I'm afraid about what you mean to me,how you keep me going etc.

OVER
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