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JACK Rudv:
26 Jan Y6T7= ;

cass’ Saw about 10 people is 211, Tirst day of work today, Doesn't
look 1ike much work demanded yet. Will go out to & montagnard village
Saturday and look around. Don't worry, it's safe. 2Am going out with a Capt.
Jack Rudy who's £ besn here for about 7-3 mos. - Is a bbg chief among
these villagers. Actuzlly he's 2 $awyer but helps these people with their
problems. He' working to get them some independence from these bastard
Vietnamese....

ssese'The big dissappointment so far is that it looks like I'm not
going to be overwhelmingly busy - time will drag. Maybe when I get involved
in the villages things will improve @ 1little. Maybe I can get the BIC
to contribute some medicine once in s while..."

29 Jan '67
oo os''Many things T've se2n and done sinee my last letter. Will try
to ecapture seome of this on poper now before it slips away., Am very tired -

no sleep since Fri-Sat nite's sleep
Went to a Montagnsrd village yesterday about noon to see the old lady.
No fauls ofMine but she's wedl now. Went with Jack Rudy - the Judge
Advocate or base lawyer which ever you peefer, He's quite a guy. He 4Stes
requisitioned some sheet matal for}the Montagnard feacher and for Plo -
more about these people later, Juck is a8 big chief at thege village - the
name is Flei 3rill, Wunt to Wurry up and change an impression I gave yestet-
day that these people are dirty, Those that are are dirty because of the
constant dust and dirt around them. Most bathe any chance they get - no
running water or wells - dthey bring water in in gourds from a near by lake.
P#4/ They simply don't have scap or water available. Howeverj most sweep
their houses constantly and do the best they can to keep neat. I may repeat
myself meny times but dould like to get these things down on paper for later
on.w
‘nywuy, ®e c=ma back later in Jack Rudy's THonda motor cycle for the sacri-
fice the teacher @nd Plo were planning for us to $thank us for the sheet
metal, We started out =t “lo's house., Jack has worked out a deal with him
whersby Plo hires A-7 men to make their famous crossbom - each man meking
a part - then Jack buys the crossbows from Plo and sells them on the base
or in the 7.3, by mail, Wth the profit Jack makes he buys soap and candy,
etc. - evne bblankets - und hande this out to lthe natives, A great idea
B thot seops o pe lole & | enitive amtritution, He's sold about 500 of these
& corssbows 21resdy. T bought one tody: - $10.00 - @znd its a work of art.

¥§§1Fade from mohagony and bezutifully hand tooled. Arrows are bamboo. Plo

Rtae A ;
; is making a special aemell one for me as a gift.

1 digreess a 1ittl. These are the friendliest, most honest and honorable
people I have @ver met. Put us to sheme in many wa ys. They havegreat
" courage snd , if they like you, will do literally anything for you. They
have megnificent posture =nd carriazge - w@lk X# with real,pride. They laugh
and sing cunstanly. Took everyone straight in the eys and study wou care- .
fully. iny suaggestion of ddishonesty they detect immBdiately. They &are
also very courteous so everyone - I saw men today - G.I.'s (another story
maybe later) vawittingly break hundreds of taboos and yet they never Ilinched
and smiled very openly and forgave us (I'm sure :I'm still breaking many ta-
boos allthough Jack has cerefully coached me on many of them e.g. don't
t your hands on children'a heads, don't even tough the choldren %tunless the
sarents or the cheld comes to you first, etc.) because they knew we meant

ell,

Back to my story: Jack Rudy and T returned for the thanksghiving sacrifices
#Ad about 5 Tu Ly motor scooter - a.wild rilelnr chout 7 miles down dusty
tyrails. T Dol by pockets Tull of medicine and he had his full of ¢igars,

candyfl, tobscco, etew




2, Jack Rudy (cont) 29 Jan '67 (7)p3a

The sacrifice consist of killing a chicken after drinking 3 levels of rice
wine, then eating this boiled along with & hot sause (very good) and boiled
clams. To explain a level of ricg wine, They have & big jug standing
bout 3 feet tzll much like thp dﬂgrdm bplow. 'n the Yottma is the wine of

i propk gnd.age ., We had the best wine they had -
defie ButPitve & %llky substance - like skmm milk. They
o‘ped it just for us. About 1-2 months olRd. They fill the
top with water up to the brim and then place a piece of
wood ecross the top with a stick hanging down in the middle
/ . Orinking @ level consists of sucking gn the straw
until the level of the water is under that stick hanging
men. Thut's & bell of a lot of wine! This wine is some-
‘0*“h4thin else 2gein, Tt gives = person a special chearness
aupnf thicught, almost a euphoria - so much so that by the
time T went to bed T was speaking their language pretty
vell! But it does something else to the goordination.
Couldn't walk without falling down., No balance. You
know wheres you want to go but youur body goes another

iway . didect feeling in the world. Anyway we both drank®

~bout 5-3 levels plus @ bottle they siphoned off while

we &te the chichen and clams and hot stuff, We got smashed
but didint know it. T burfled 211 ever the place which pleased

them mighily. j;" YOU WOl o |; i oL smashed
this p]ﬂ*“*o their gods veryt much - their gods must be
jstill be smiling todey.) Jack acted @s our interpreter and did a hell of
job., Tdhe Montagnurds T met were &ll very j;intelligent andextremely eager
dto learn - They picked our brains drg zs best they could. They were also
- very informetive about thewmselves, their hatred for all Vietnamese, etc.
’ After & while I got soc I could talk a 1ittle on my own - some of them
knew & few Mmericsn words :nd knew French veyy well so I could get along
& little bit.

I've got to tike o break - T'm exhausted. Will pick this up later,
Jack has a 50 page lluang ge book he's compiled - the language has never

been recordsd officially. "u hopes to publish @ dictionalry sometime.
Also is going to wirte « book wahen 1 he gets back - ought to be & dandy -
best seller if it can puss the censors. I know how to cound laboriously
now. SA = ongj Di= twoj 2T0W= three; BA = four; MA= five; NOM = six;
JU= geven; TiAV = eight; DIIPAN = nine; 7PLO = ten; PLO_SA = eleven; ete,
DA PLC = 20; h 770 Sa = 213 ete.

How &beout that! AN A7 ARG = Thank you.

30 Jan '57 (L 3a)

s onswill bell you @ ttle that T don't think is classified. Saturday
afternocon, 45 T started b6 /T# tb1‘ juu in y last letter, Jack Rudy and T
went bzek to the Montapnaed villepe - Plei Plell - for the thankskiving
sacrifices in our honor. 8 we were pgoing through there was a large bus
full of Vietnsmese "good" guys. They have & neat rick of taking a montag-
nard hostege and saying, "You V.0." "e shoot" - then they proceed to steal

of their fruit and chickens, ete., until they have enough. If the Montagnards
resist, they shoeot the hwnu ige or take him in for questioning and noone

ever saes him erain, ind wgo thess dra Gt oo™ gnys - fthe ones we're
£y 1 theis war for. uk Yonbagnards can*t fight back £

beczuse L,, Vitnamese government won't arm them - oxcept a few Special
Forces that =re clcsely supervised,

Eansequently the Montugnards have formed an unde#ground called the
FUTLRC (phonetically or-1l I3 movement and have stashed guns and weapons all
over these mountzins., 3omeday, and maybe soon, there's going to be a hell
of a4 war inside the hiﬁ wzr up here. The only trouble is that some wery nice

RYESET
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. - ioned before, they
- s are going to be hurt. Aind, ?ufivgegﬁéosupport. U.S.
Montagnards ar'tobﬂu?use they simply donr ;n hatever the Monbagaurds
are bound to lose . support the Vietnamese “21a¥ amese cut them down.,
offical pOllcy.%i Egrcj”thq U.5. %o help the Vietn
against them wi. 2

y £ o
i | ¢ e'.‘fd- PR P i =nl demned if L.I'Jf:y
. ittle war ind med T{ they Ji end 4

. a ver dl]"ty 1 T o 's_-,;_.': luniet = .

is8 y they 't "

3 know ] 1 19. f"t
45 tHe wonta%n;rdﬁrb““:éh more sympt' ebic i /ffcetﬁi?efgﬁgg and nair
m_}r!"\a', the" !: .t‘ﬁ ML T s "}-il-"'-'eﬁ?:f’ ) h_;g'):": }?v{ﬁi would really :!_ike 18
ot S bl s Stien 2lome and 1et them pive their Life in "
they “““J+f‘ﬁfp3§; leave them zlone I ére-the original people. ?1!
gveryone .,-.. plLea -l ountain Countpy, lhey v h Vietnam zfter the fal:
this beautiful cocl @ displaced persons from Nortt t Nam then znd the
Vjetnamese 5r?;me?91¥n r;gnch were thrown out of Vie g along with
of Dden Hien ?dg';itiu Those thst chose jto lesve came
(R e TRtasdy] noee - ine so we may have
many f'ué ;n:;iﬁébzyfTi crms fire down by tg?vglighgu%lggis letter shopﬁ
Ther S e BRI = May 3hsz if we get
< e s ite and an &lert. Hay ; ' in MACV - if we ge
tar attack tonite an _ iznger. I'm up in o
. gogtart a fresh one tomorrow. No l'?i be ¢ miracle. They |
agtacked and they muke it up here 1F wi tEooRs 28 Yokl ‘Hor llkeleh? K.
= through the whole 15,000 1.3, army i ifice in our honor - first
plowAbOUt ghis e S Sha i fordt2§¢§;g€tes - then we start out on
gov mnsghed on. edcs e ugdt01ga:;1?n nud§ smeshed up his Honda, ??ﬁr??@
T ke I ten aid B Mhing to'ny 1ot i finger I'11 re“ﬁﬁﬁeé
- 11 to hel dNd ald Some & N P 4 . ha't ho-uae o
aid more men oaagile ro gy, 00T wine. s £rom meny of Yhe s
vl gl Pinelly o £o11 man (Ton) - about 5' 9" - 51 jon _ the.di???gld
e S e jpeople is onl Bbout 5' -~ 5! 2n) about 45 yegmgfgf*n
height of these qu*p%#tk 2 zo le is only 35 years old) came in and sa
(d/ life EKPGCtUHCysn'» il o Sk = T sccepted my second braceles
down in & corner, ved me very carefullly DL my sec Tsy
and met me with o g4 piereing stare and ohly = traeg_of 4 smile = #,5?%
People generzllly wpe VEry gregarious and smile constantly, Rudy Fﬁ%lﬁ-
me he's the chisf of the seven villages around here, He doesn't say g
thing for 2 -3 PYours as the conversation goes on and on with everyone
talking at the seme time like a bunch of Italians, Meanwhile more;&ﬁiﬁz

mere men come in - po women, no children except my buddy GIR (pronounc
GLZET) dio Jears old and asg smart as a i

He's teaching e Montagnar
slowly but surely, o,p, Y= (no gy seeat), ni

gaTter while T naticed this guy is talking
and lmstening attentjvely t

the trodps wure quiet

He must have talked for =bout un houp - getting

finally yelling, 7he Jist of the thing wasg that they haq p
this Mickey lMopse and he gy Nt it wa i 0 SC

4ll of & sudden the meeting bgrke-up énd T was 14
ken down a trail to

¥ R =
=t

ed enough of

o ng §bau£}i§;
g . Tte careful_ I u ,‘ ; o
Hng's house ( gIRte fathsp), o M1y upland t
garefullly undresged

’ T Sq2re Tk MNA T wep .
: : S99 our valyubles nidden except Jack's .33 wh:
insisted on Sleeping wWith and we were literally highen. kdt aggﬁghé?h ¥
the base 80t an attaon With mortaps and smzl] g ér werer s
shots in fPlej Orell uags
=L = nn Sweat, We were
11 sround the area, Juek and T hi : i
MACY = by 2:%0 Am T 3:u" - _.)}tched o
Py R o . . o Y
illag%h%bﬁ%%ti%“%wf“ EEOkia SONVoy out to. the “Peeial Fopeeg Vontagnary
S “eally IPressive and imm T LeEnd
8ticks) 0arbad wipa o fmpreénﬁhle 3 SNE) -
KBow sotiothing o jor, IS8 Sto. void oaSeEnR g L TS = pun,
BOW to take o . CUS T s2vVe him aj] thewmedicinéii'h“d e Mg o
s if v, Fe of ths Common things ut least - Will 3o *. = Taught him




4. Jack Rudy (cont) 30 Jan '67 96

the black market. Also want to see their water source and his "hospital"

May be able to wrangle up & well digging team from the 295th engineers

with the Judge's help (Juck Rudy). Will deseribe the "hooches" some lother

ftime.

- A8 you can see, we've j ad a busy weekend., Am exhausted, Have a very
good teacher in Joek Rudy. e has 2 1/2 monthe to go here - should be

able to pick his brains miny times before he leaves. Hope to be able to do

something really positive without interfering with their besutiful way of

life before I leave....

|

31=Jan - 1 Feb '67 10af11 _
sesdrank beer ©ll nite with some free lance correspondents (John Value)
-talked by usual brand of ?HllO*Lphy. These are starange people by ;the
| usual stend- ri Mogt correspondents sit in Sajigon end pick up the locel
gossip uni w' iy relecses on the Battles in Viet Nam, Tfhese guys
sactuallly sit in the trenehe% end go into villeges and get shot down in
helicopters, stc. 500 correspondents in Vietnam and sbout 450 of them
sitting on their =zsses in Saigon, Anyway, we went into a Montagnard
, village = my home wway from lhome - Plei Brel - saw my old women who is
up and kikking - she forced me to take 2 bunch of bananzs which she needs
\ more than I do but woull be an insult if T didn't take 6t. Also was given
a crossbow - no, 10 (vdluna #o as follows: (1) no. 1, - very good or Yam
Doi; (2) no 10 = mot so good 5 (3) Vo ten thoulsend) - very bad or Bu Yam
df(no good) 3 (4) Mo ten thousand 50 - Vot even on the shit list;
_these p=ople watch very closely - they a ccept my small efforts to help-
but have beem hurt many t'me% and are coutious about accepting someone
new = a good gquality, 1 think,
‘ .nyw;y - the correspondents went ont with us to Plei Brel and hed a
' goo!l tims ‘ icturan, T got & lopk ot their water source - very good -
' comes out of the clay-rock fut several points about 50-75 feet below the
village level., There is a beantiful, jungle actuallly chasm that this
fells into and the water is filtered and seeet and cootb. Here they bathe..
Women in fh¢ & sheltered wres, men up on & sepzrate level with the best
stream and children 211 urnund Jack Rudy has built them a stariway down
to thejwater hole - before that this was almost inaceessable., ...
work «t the dispensary is interesting but these Monatagnards have
reclly turned on my "on" button &s you've probably gathered, Please send
those pocket books T had Js=id o3 t. Uspecially would appreciate Tom
Dooley's boocks,., Tle apparently had an insight into these people that few have.
Went ot Tleiku dedcy to bring in the Montagmard teacher - Kat - to fill
out some nmore papers., More Vietnzmese harsssment. Will also have to send
Tick - Rudy's interpreter to Saigon andl may be eventually to the 1.5,
to escape the Vietnamese, They want him to put him in prison "on Suspicion.”
Tast time for 9 months - no charge ever. Te's too smart. Xnows Bdglish,
Vidsnamese and Tontzgnerd - they want to get rid of him because he knows
too much, Aa good man - he's teaching me also, A dirty little war.
Will go to bed now,
g lesrning & few words but longn zes cone very herd for me.

OETN

gt Y577 1 2T

«ss hmouight yon'ld be interested in this artiecl about Jack Rudy. Am
learning the language slowly but surely - lose much by staying away just
‘sne day as I did today....
5 Peb '67 14 1b r11
This afterncon went buack to Plei Brel for a party Jack and I had
planned. Pop and sbeer und movies, "The pop «nd beer went over big but
the little generztor we brought ont wasn't powerful enough to run the projec-

tor. So we'll huve to o it again next y




5. dJack Rudy (cont) 5 Feb '67 14 1b cont lbf‘

tor., So we'll have to do it again next week. The kiks were very disap-
pointed but never complained....

6 feb 'a7 19
eess sttt time T write 1 wnrry how jﬂn'P“ going to react to what I
say- I'm told no wife helicvas we're not in constant danger so all fethe
i dreassurance in the world just MHKEu hhpm worry more. Won't go into this
in deteil, but suffice it to say that Jack Rudy has never shot his M-16
or .38 since he's been here - 9 months - and is constantly out among these
people. You have to belisve me when T tulk sbout the loyalty of these
Vongegacrds - they will ladly die rether then have a guest they like be
hurt in any way. Their loyalty and ability to fight is fierce - no other
word for it....

10:30 pm ... lad te toke & bresk., Ny roommztes were talking up & storm
and T couldn't write enywsy. Had 2 few beers with Judge Rudyl - talked
about many things. Yoo know, describing these people is & little like ddd
describing O3 r. DJick Jones to & perfect strdnger to the man. Where do you
beginé...

12 Feb '67 3a f11 "
««By the way checked out = weapon - &« ,38 - good for killing snakes
and shooting my foot., Toubokse impressive anyway - Also have an illegal
western cowboy- type holster - & great hit with the Montagnards.
Pardon me & mimite - hive an errand to run - happiness is a dry fart...
Ckay - where was T 7 Tume back ;from Plei Bong Bao about 5 pm in good
shepe despite the rice wine- stopped briefly to see a patient I sent to
18th Surg with appendicitis - st same time sew & dMontagnard who was all
shot up - neck, chest, «rm, five wouni in &bdomen, no BP, wound in leg -
. part of the T rioe" the Vietnemese have over Tet - V,N. New Yeer's - this

i

is tha yesr of fhe goot = 1so wnother Mont-gnords was brought in - some more
wounds. Both sre still alive butjust barely.

Tert 13th Surg o ko to Plei Brel with Ja ¢k = had good time as we
always lo - talked Jarai zll nite haltingly - rice wine helps - learned

JMeny words - leftt there about 0 pm - Jack slept out in village but I

came back because T'y under curfew as T mentionsd. Reported back to A

Bonnie who asked whet time I got in - laughed when T told him exactly

twe minutes under curfew wheotever time that wes, We'll get along fine,

jéext morning {(Jaturday) worked 119pen::ry until noon - then went with Jack

to piek up ovur interpreter Tdclk, also took & corpsjma n who's dying to

work with me out in the villuges - & zgood boy, too - to Plei Brel to pick

up 6GIR (remember him? ten years old, good boy) -- Pled Phong to get my leper--
dPleiku leper colony where tulked to Clive Iingsbury and Charlie Tong -she
congratualated me on my diegnosis, @ great satisfaction tc me -- dto Montag-
nard ?neui'l Porces to =ee my boy with clubfoolt (no phones here, kmust travwl

every whare over these ocutrageonasly buwmpy, 1izty rpals - ecan't believe this
st = 7=7 inché&s of 1t ﬁJz“;-ﬂ re - later on durlng the rainly season all
turns to mud T guess = 1-2 feet of it. As T write have many more things

jto suy but the thoughts come te fast ot write down - sorry I seem to skim
along - don't know &ny other way,
Have leTt out & few pnenmoniss, rashes, etc I saw - everywhere we go

a crowd of kids and cdults pather - am becoming known here &s a doctor and
attract 2 crowd with Jack almost everywhere. A pgreat compliment but some-
hat tiring - &lso frustrzting not knowing the language or having sufficient
r the right medicine - to =zy nothing of poor lighting, no lab, etc to malte
the diagnosis., y

Lnyacy, got beck by 4:00 - Vandatory commanders call -- Bonnis, Told
us about Reanstolk (visiting dignitaries from the Pentzgon - 29 stars in all~-
wild be out &t Pléi Bral =nl Ple Beng Buo to see our "mgdel "™ villages and




6. Jack Rudy (cont) 1854 (cont)

drink rice wine - they'r» gdoin- ta dc¢ 11 this in 2bout 20 minutes by heli-
copter - then fo bac 5011 the reperters whot they've seen with their
WH eyes ive their "expert" opinion of the situation. Chief Tung

8 very lngrw: sed =nd will pnt on a good show for them. Have been invited
to be & Plei Brel for Lh2 ceremonies - will weer my 1505"s for the first
time since arriving in Viet Nam....

14 Fedb '67 19%a £11.
esseimch excitement yeaterday at Plei Brel where Jack and I and about
6 chiefs of the surrounding v111ugeu met 29 stars - chief of Staff 4 star
General MeTJonnell, his staif, Air Force Secretary Vice Chief and meny,

meny lesser generals = they atuyed for aboub 15 minutes = riece wine,
crossbow, saw the iy Tnrce ble schodl house and stairway built by 633
Cmbt Spt ~p Dec '66 -- poes down to their water source. beautiful

chanting song done by the Fontagnjrda. Jack attempted to pick it up with
weak battarleu on tape - don't know if it sounds okay. Also got indiwidual
recongings of meny of my friends and chiefs &t Plei Brel., Jack and I sang

a chorus of Jrene Good-nite.

We didn't get out of there till 9:30 pm - much rice wine and boiled cow (not
exactly Iuar119s but dey ) 4 few jother adventures I'1ll tell about tonite.

Juck and T mude it bzek in time for lobster! (Col Smith- (lewd, lascivious,
etc.) piuke& 700 pounde of these up in Bankock = very illegal but very good.
Jdack just walik=>l ip - e interesting news regarding our zdven-

tures last nite- will goe inbto it extensively tonite. May be able to fly
up to Xnotum fxls alternoon if everything works out. Want to see that Dr.
24/ cSmith &nd see her hospital., No more rice wine for awhile 1 hépe....

™ 1
2 l??._%{vd to g%% Ehis Tg. Colonel Mlson whose one of the pig wigs in

Civie action in 3aigon to ses this., (see section offi Philosophy #nd Montag-
nards 20 la and £11.) Mus far not one dime has gone to the Montagnards

up here - a@ll contrellel by the Vietnumese and much red tape. Tekes 3-4
months to gel anything tpproved wnd then generwlly nothing comes of it

anjway - lost.in rei tep=a., The troops #round here settle for "borrowing"
from the base supplies :nvtnln they need - and have been able to accom=-
plish & lot., (ur Heu'HT ,400 men have iona 10-15 times in a year more than
the 30 - 40,000 srmy bhoys hove accomplished in 3-4 yeers. (Besides the Green
Berets, of course. )

W've put up cbout 15 opil]way: and pipad springs water in. 4-5 school

houses., Jedicated & nesting hall lest ®riday at Flei Bong Bao - buiilt

from scrap lumber «nd w~1ntei by Creek &nd the boys. All painted Azir Force
blue with yellow trim by cenuest of the Yontegnerds.. - no want Army color.
W've malle many friends in spite nf the fact these people are still Suspicious
of us = know that 1T tupy ﬂt too degniPnT on us and we 1e4ve they re

sunk. Tike they say, m“llbcn leave, Montagnards fini,

Bnough of tha pgalit e, I've talked 211 nite about this, trylng to get
this knuckle-heal Colonel to cut the red tape and get us the supplies and
medicines we need, Jack has given up on him, Says he promises a lot but
in the 9 months lie hasn't produced one thing that Jack has asked for., The
rezson of course, is that they know that the Air Torce is primarily involved
in the Montagnards anl the Vietnamese veto everylhing immediately. ZHEspecgally
when Jsek asks for something.....

ceasorked the quuwnb.ry as usual in AM, Went out with Jack (by his
invitztion cum permissio Col Bonnecus) to Plei Brel where we had set up the
illage for the srrival of 4 star chief of staff Gen'l FMeConnell (the chief
of the entire Adr Torece) plus d 25 other assortel stars, etc to visity drink
rice wine, s=22 the school house, the walkwey to the water hole, meet the
chiefs, etc. Thon (remember the tall gquiet mun whom everyone listened to
one of the first nites T wus here? - same-szme,) was there with all 1lhis




7. Jack Rudy (cont) 20 6a

dignity as were 6 or 7 other chiefs from this area. Well the General

arrived by hellnc pter (in @ freshly cut ares of the forest Plei Brel had

cut down just for this Jb.sa.nlon\ drunk wine, etc ete etc and left prdpl
promptly in 10 minntes!! Yen youn go to & Montagnard occassion you DON'T

get and run, especially when « week or mura prepzration has been made for the
visit. As pulite wo these people sre, they could hardly hold back their anger
and frustration &t this Jhﬂrt visit, Juack ond 1 were the only ones left

to fry to explain what the hell wes goning on., Thon invited us to his house
(2 great honor by the w y) wiere he servad us boiled cow and rice wine,

ﬂ@ kapt sayin " el e ve Lo gel s ;w L Wiz perty E iir Tuze (Nancy
Sinetr _ . now 'lln'L teke no Tor in answere, Besides, he wanted

jto know wihsi went on ast\ the big noise for 10 minutes = then puff!

Well, Jaek and I fried to tell them thet he was big man, head of all
l, Ajr Force - whole world (of course, Thon neither reads nor writed, his world
- ends north at 'hnntun, we2st in hills of Cuambodia, south to Bamm Me Thuot
|
r
|

and east st ‘n ¥he. Ynows about Saigon but doesn't know where it is. Any
talk bbout United States, ™drance, snglsni, ifrica, gfi# even China goes
right over his head, ~1n41]y w2 got in iidpn === ,1g general spend 3
minutes &t ARVI TI1 Teeps (Vietnamese he=udeoncrters) and 10 minutes P1§i Brel.
No go to Pleiku #t =11, only Tln1 lrei then lhome to America. -- Ah/! dthat
got him. Big smile. By this time we va been talking about 4-5 hours -

" apping the hose," as they s&y herel 1i.e. rice wine or NUMPAI, Noone
weB allowed to sat nr deink exeept Jeck snd T until we were stuffed cnid
. maghed s T weal ol ot | od oy puis valb one time - Y-C, dhey not
- offended in the least. Finally thﬂy t;Dtﬁd-Ehtjng end drinking a little,
! too. Imagine if you will u 1onL, low housn zbout the e length of our house

5620 Zenith and sbout ¢s nurrow as the front hzlf of our house (living room
and our bedroom) Totally dark - no lights with no chimney and the only
warnth and much smoke coming from the wood fire. They love that smoke -
smell like this 211 the time - gets into their hide so baths don't even help.
iserive 211 kinds of things teo smoke anl fire - they're gods to them, I'm
sure. Alter while T pet to like that smell myself but at first very offen-
sive and hérd on the syes. T'm smell®ng = little like that myself, I

guesg when you gel right dawn to it. Y-(.

We keep saying we hive to get home, tsk3e Lick (our ever presemt
companion @nl interpreter) home, ste, ‘When there develops a totally un-
expected event, T find thut we'res being offerred Thon's 15 year old daugh-
der to tzke to bed!! Tnoy! First I said, very innocently, "how 3 men (Myself,
Jack and Tick) sleep one girl?" Lo problem. Thon produses 2 other girls!

1 Jun’t}nnw whot they lookeld JEKX1ike with 11 the darkness and smoke, but

I knew i'l better pet the hell out of there before bad trouble storted. We
mzde &11 kinds of apo’l o Tins 1y wepeged to leave smid puch pro-
test=tions from Tamily, ebc. Thougitt we hed 'n111y fouled up any chance of
working with these people for sure. Mo my z=nl Juck's sgrprise _abk told

us this merning we had done the perfect thju,. sverytime the French, jV.C.
Vietnamese or '.0. Army ccmes, the [irst thing they always went is the

young wnmen. Tauslly the lMontagnards give in - but very reluctantly and hate
thej men that do this to their virgins. As T mentioned, theee people are
very modest, PetirLrn gnd shy. They hide their young girls most of the
time ‘nly merried ¥ wonen with their front teeth Cupper incisors) knocked
out Can appear in publics 8 T mentioned, you don't talk to children or
women, den't touch them, =tc. unless the old men says so. And even then yox
de so as little 28 possible, Tor instznce, T'd love %o plck up these kids,
roll arcund with them , tickle them, elec. - especially i'd like to be able
to sit then on 1y lep when ezamining the sick ones. No soap. If they

, had their wey 1'1 L Ji-gnosing fron weross the room, fad to show them I
needed to listen with stethes cape feel for bumps, etc before they were
willing for me to tuugd the sick, ?Wut each time 1 do you can see these

people are visibly unimpressed with my setivity. -
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With this in mind you csn see we were helng given a great honor by Thon's

offer - at the same time it was a great test zlso, They wanted to see
what kind of men we were- same-scme V,C,, French, 277 ° Jy7 - or wre
we really there to hedp them? We pas qed with Flylng colors. SDmetimes morals
are 4 good thing to have.... got interrupted by Rusty Shields coming
in drunk to bid me goodnite and ended up telling me what a greast guy he
is and how he'll help me out @nd like that, Jack doesn't like him - goes
out in the villages to impress eueryone what a great humanitarian he is -
talks tco much, ete, ete. A1l kinks of people make & world, den't they?

went te tell you about their interkpretutions of dreams, chickens,
dogs and fish, - their revorence for the wind ¢nd the air - mény words for
these things - #l1 mean something or possibly someone to thewm. I could

.. o

\ already writa book Lot them, but don't know them very well at all,
Saved some farc seeds [or Dad to grow - ne=2l seid seil - but in the confu-

sion of getting out of there lust nite - must have lost them. Will try
again soon,

17 Peb Y67 22 5a
»ssThere's & big szcrifice comeing up next week at PleiBrel - a water
buffale or two I guess. Tioc Lsendorf, Jeck #nd myself are invited. Will ¥
have to get over the C0.I"s by then or I"1ll be in rough shape

19 Teb '67 24 2¢

cees vust chackad Jick's bed - it's empty - must be spending another
nité outbt among his prople. Does this 2-% times & week. Says he gets more
sleep out hthere than he loes here &t MACV - go close to the officers'
cluband 11, He showel me the rovgh copy of his language book = very well
done, He's 4 good one.,
n This Shields charactér (Major - T mentioned him before - the one with

. 1l the wlvice, eote.) has been bugging me to go out with him to the villages.
- "for political Peasons" whatever the hell that memms. Don't want to get
mixed up with him but may be can't avpid it, he talks out of bolth sides
of his mouth, Juck duzsa't like him L tnrns out - dida't say &« word to
me - beud iim = just leb me figure it out by myself When I made a comment
Qbout him the other dsy, he flnally seid, "jS5o you got the word on him,
did you?" &nd let it go =t that. The perqonalltles ﬁfé/féﬁlrf/éd and the
devious ways of the peuple here ere really scmething. Al lot of people
waaring these wrist bends sren't really "friends" of the Montagnards- just
looks good tu wesr & band wnd good puh11(1tj - maybe even wins them a medal
later - T don't know. aﬂvhnw - lots of phonies #nd publicity seekers., My
motive? Tamned if T know., appen bto 1liks these people I guess., Also would
probably be bored to fzera here and depressed if it weren 'g for them. Hach
time I come bheck feel T've done n.metn1n1 ﬁff/ rood, possibly constructive
znd have certajinly geined 10 times more tha 've glven. Pretty delfish,
isn't it? Tt's better thcn drinking ymuru;}f 1 leath or counting the days,

Bl 4% s o

) g eednili 1tk Go supply thew with this for the blankets they

make, They have n arl of weuviag thet is beautiful but a lousy thread

from seme jplant = maybe o linen type, T den't know = anyway it doesn't
keep them w:rm, Juck plens to pick up a pedal-type loom in Bangkcok (can't
spell that demn word) when he goe. Conld maybe us some money you collect

if you do to bpy ,nme T'11 let you figure that cut. Not wool, though.
We've tried thaot Mhey pull it apart with their honds, throw it away - num-

'be ,t!..._;‘.ﬂ JL;'_I,‘.”.! r"T.-"\ nnn — V*\.ﬁ" E'.'_;j).

24 Teb '57 23 71-

Desr Tolks, .... o"2el like T've been here much longer htan I have.
Bverynow &ndl then forget whreer T am until lewve the base and see strange
looking faces &1l around m2 = little people going about their business,
Then 1 reazlize we've only intruders in z lond settled many thousands of
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years ago - Wit? their own customs, laws, tsboos, language, etc, Makes
me wonder scmetimes what the hell we're doing here anyway. Cf course I
1 " L S here m v l= = T T . = (=] oy - 3 o ]

know why we re here, There arc huge battles going on just 20 miles west
of us - the 4th Division tock 100 XIA's (killed in action) and 200-3086=

dwounded last week, * e rps has been taking it on the chin and my
montagnards zre =lso pebling « beating out ¢t Tlei Djering (about 15 miles
from here). HEAW ? Gelld 8o3YT i 'a) 52 raid on the radar TV 2
3 gu = Gl rapp=1 232 tins of bombs 20 miles west of here, An
| awesome sight. n involved ag you know in thess Montagnards. Am invited
along with Jack Rudy »nd 3 others teo & water buffaslo sacrifice- very sacred-
in honor of Hing's grund perents next Tuesday. Should be very interesting.
‘ Much bizzrre sickness here by .5, standerds - have had to dig deep into the
textbook 1T B 1 td Bhe Ji st s ngd bLtreatment of many o'f 'tr,e_m..
| o5 WPah 4 T
«vaniee cie's out «t Plei Brel ag:zin tonite. Have been looking for
him all nite - when I can't find him have to wssume he's out in the village.
like that sun biten, learn many things from him. . ...
2 -""- (= 1 ] ! 1 ) -._h- ’.
cesesx & l1ttle spprehensive about the water buffale sacrifice coming
d up abt Tlei Brel Tnesday. DThey've wlresdy m=de 100 large jugs of wine,
besucoup foocd znd Judge hus been elected te beat the thing to death at
.]:.-—”’4_‘ =7z ‘. Moy . a1 .-: ' Ty ' o ;1 T corie— {1.[-)1-\’&:11(;3“-[;1&; l,_._.'il]_
feel very insulbed 17 T den'i. - 11 Tye menmorable oceess1on s .
7 | L{F 1

lay Tor a1l fsgendorf who flew with a

1come hreak - heave gas and G,I's a2nd nausea
t Tlei Wen yesterday, ave & great time

L ot me, Illave another sessiion to look
ire]l] = ¢ water buffalo secrifice at dawn
nite before, Jack and I will look out

will teéke very good care of us - Y=C.

11y myself, Jack, f4sendorf and 3 others in-
2 of wi - special - for the occassion

hundred pound bag of rice and 50 pounds

e that Montegnards not like Vietnumese =

y nead charity, s @afraid that continuous

> -~ mike them grebby, liars and greedy -

1 brins the stulf out after the sacri-

28 Feb - Mar 1 1967 3X1la

...As you can see I'm back from Plei Brel - got back about 1/2 hour ago.
A ffantastic sight which I will describe in detail with pictures later on.
Wouldn't habe missed it for the world. Am going back early this morning
after a short nap. TRhey will sacrifice 7 water buffalo this mornging at
sunrise. Would have stayed there all nite § the party goes on all nite) but
promised I'd come back to the base tonite - onel thing I've relearnedc from
the Montagnards, if you give your word you'd damn well better keep it.

Am very tired as you can imagine - but not in the least bit sick or
drunk from the rice wine. We "danced" for hours - ronnd and round the tomb-
"dancing" consists of joining hands in a line and shuffling sideways slowly

3while swinging your arms up and down to the beat of lthe drums. The most
unsexy and modest dance I've ever been involved in. The festivities didn't
start till about 10 PM - when the moon came up. An unforgettable scene of
fire, kettle drums with their continuous beeting - all different rythms and

pitches # but somehow in unison to makek a unique and awe inspiring souR® =
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happy, reverent, fearful, sad, weeping, solemn and wild all at the same time.
. The teenage girls were allowed out for a change - they had gquite a time
. 1dancing and making merry - somelthing like aspirants a St. Ben's high school
would act en 1 their nite out. They were dressed in their very best clothes,
ear rings, sandals, blouses, even lipstick and perfume and seemed to be hav-
ing a very good time in their very controlled manner. Even some giggling
and flirting with the young studs I haven't seen before. This thing goes on |
for 3 days/ Ad real fortune is spent in water buffalo, food, wine - anything.
And all for the sake of one man who died appparently some time ago. There
were over 1000 people at thsi thing tonite. Came from everywjere in the
seven villages that Ton is chief of. And tonite just starts the "funeral' -
the real feast starts after the water Buffalo are sacrificed tomorrow. You
can see how honored the seven of us Americans wree to be invited = NOONE
else was invited from anywhere inccluding other Montagnards, Vietnamese,
generals, Army men, etc. In a way, a very humbling experience for me because
I really haven't done that much for these people. Judge Rudy has, of course -
he was enjoying himself immensely when I left him at 1 AM - he'll stazy out
there all ff£#d nite with the party going full tilt till the sacrifice at
sunrise.

1%

E‘
\
|

?3)
Thursday nite 2 Mar '67-—2b fll.

...Got permission to go back to Plei Brel today to get my sick man form
yesterday. Wanted to bring him to hopital last nite but he wouldn't come -
some taboo about the big celebration. Took him by strtcher to our dispensary
and got an X-ray. Hkis entire #{f right chest is obliterated by fluid and/or
pneumonia., Got him over to Special Forces hospital where I hope we'll be
able to same him. He's only 28 but can't take a ddeep breath. May be TB
but who knows out here what the hell it is.....

«e. Think I told you about Tuesday nite. Well, got up about 5:30 AM

Wednesday and made it back out ot Plei Brel by 6:30 AM - missed the killing

of the water buffalo (for which I'yy happy) - when we got back, Jack and Lick
were just arriving from the village and tere were five large bonfires with

a water buffalo deader than a mackerel with feet up in the air - in the mid-
dle of the fires. After1i93§5§i§u birmomg frp abpit am jpir

burging for about an hour, they f¥ere pulled

out, the hide was sreaped off and they butchered them on the spot. Had to
leave to wark the dispenaary but came back after work at about 5:30 pg, ate
gome water buffalo shish-ka-bob and saw some sick people - among whcih was

my man with his lung gone. The pepple at Blei Brel had partied all nite

Tues- Wedk, all day Wednesday and all nite Wed-Thurs and when I went back this
afternoon were still "lapping on the hose" as Jack calls drinking rise wine.

I can't take that stuff - vomit almist immediately - so beg off as much as

I can, Will cool it for the next 3 days - am on call Friday, Sat, Sunday sO
won't go anywhere. Lickily have gotten people here interested in Plei Wau

(we went there Sunday) so they will fbring out the red paint, rice, etc this
coming Saturday and I can r8lax - Saih wants it to paint the school house and
set that up for teaching the people - no teacher yet but that can be arranged.
Tgm fWi)Jd Wilson wanbts to teach English and French - will need an interpreter
because he doesn't know much Bhanar as yet - with him ld@ck.....

. 9 Mar '67 37 1b
€ ... Let's see - think I talked to you already about the water Buffalo
thing- I know I didn't describe it very well but will let that go until I see
wew you in person. Actually a disappointment - a very brutal and course affair
the next morning after the very musterjous and beautiful ceremony that went
on all nite long the previous 24 hours. They continued to drink, eat and sleep
from Tuesday afternoon to Rriday AM at sunrise. Got out of most of the

drinking- have a great intolerance to their riee wine and even their food

d A condi

%] r I Te .
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& doesn't sit well with me anymore. A conditioned reflex I'm sure but have

\V vomited since I've beem [jere more than I vomited in my whole life befgre.

L‘y\v Told you about the boy with the lung full of pnuemonia? He damned near

) died on us the first couple of days but walked into the dispensary Tuesday

I and got a repeat X-ray. Very happy and gratedul - in another week should be

5 okay. '

A «es.(Marian Watkins) ..By now she's won everyone over - kBas Jack Rudy,
myself and Greek pouring out all our stories and facts to her short hand

3 Pi/L notes. Everyone here has been like idiots wining andx dining this gal
for the last 4 days - first real female-type we've seen - nothing § 4 phoney
f and lots of fun. No question of her being in any danger from any of us =
she gets a 4 or 5 man escort to everywheee but the latrine....

11 Mar '67 38 la

«..Am writing by candlelight now - no lights again tonite. Very

: romantic - boo bad onone to get romantin with like you.

\ Well, Bonnie is gone and I'm afraid the "good old days" are gone forever
here with him. The new Colonel Huller is # of a different stripe andl his
presence has already been felt. We are a very subgued group today. He's
served notice in various ways that this command has to be sheped u3, spruced
up, no rioutousliving, etc. Don't know for sure whtat that means in terms
of my trips to the villages - will play it cool for awhile to test the wind
Haven't had my interview yet but expect it will come soon enough. Jack
Rudy had a three hour session with him this morning in which my name came
up as a discussjon subject. Jack did me no harm at all. The Colonel
apparently j;has a motebook on me from various sofirces, as he has on many of
the men here. Also has one on Jack Rudy himself. By the way, Jack got the
Bronze Star presented to him yesterday. Mentioned it incidentaaly to me while
we were having a beer last nite. Something hé did last fall - he was very
vague about the whole thing.:....

eee.5a....Jack Rudy found a VISIBLE MAN (a piece-by-piece plastic model
of a man) that he brought from Saigon. Will be able to use this over at
Special Forces hospital to train the Montagnard medic - can always find a
use for anything....

....Cne by one the gang that has spent a year here is leavigg and with
them, many memories of the old place. HgJ# John Value will be leaving
shortly for the states but promises to return in a little while. Have
gotten to like this guy very much in spite of his almost fransparent
weaknesses...

.+..f went to Plei Brel yesterday after a few other stops. The thing that
was unique about this was that I went without Jack and without an interpreter
(only an airman by the name of Benson McGowan, Eckjford and his dame) -
brought some medicine for Ton's cows - yes, I take care of cows, tpo, also
pulled 3 teeth the other day - am doing all kinks of things. Anyway - was
very warmly received, drank rice wine at Hing's and Ton's house and was
invited to stay all nite but am on my good behavior. Was able to converse
fairly well in my halting Jarai and with GIR's help. Had a great time.
Found out my pneumonia patiemt is back mome and healthy again (got invited
to his house a week from today to drink rice wine.) Ton's hand is all
healed up in spite of the fact it was a total mess 3 days ago - everythin

.. I've dpne out there so far has gone well - knock on wood, Feel like I'm
‘:;accepted but there for myself instead of just Jack's friend. Suspect
when he leaves I may be filling his shoes - hope it goes okay - will have to
wse” bone up on my language course.
«ess dJack didn't show up for our lecture at the dispensary this AM so
we'll salve it for next week. Maybe welll have it organized by then...
...Miss your presence, advice and comments day to day. Need a confidante

but hesitant to don fide in anyone too much here - too many tongues wagging
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Jack Rudly and Greek are about the only ones who can keep their mouthes

b shup. Even John Value talks too much....

L'\" ) 12 Mar '67 39 3b

«sssdJack Rudy hasn't slowed down notéceably though. Did the circuit
today - Plei Breng, Plei Teng, Plei Brel and finally Plei Rho (I was in a
diffenemt part - just missed him 1 guess) ZHe was flying low when he showed
up here. They've already started the going away rounds for him out in the
villages. Plei Brel has a grave prepared for I@Z him and they've given him
a 3ird carved in wood as a symbol that when he dies his soul will cohke
flyingnback to Plei Brel and stay there forever., If we had 50 or 100 of

Jack

i Rudy'g here there'd be no problem and the V.C. wouldn't have a

chance., He leaves in #Py¥f about a month and they know it - are very con=-

cerned especially with the new commander here- afraid that maybe our atti-
tude will change. Theykre in enough of a bind with the V.C. on one side,

the ARVN fn the other without the Air Force putting them in a greater

squeeze,

They quizzed me today for a long time at Plei Rho about the new commander-
I told them he No 1. man, but different and that we go very slow for awhile,

They immedia tely sensed what I meant, They're old hands at this.
patter of survival for them, not just a game.....

15 Mar '67 41 1la

It's a

veeoAm full of about 10 cups of coffee so won't even attempt of go to
bed - will probably roll around again scratching my mosquito bites all nite.
~. These mosquitoes are really something. No sound, you don't even see them
(-,but thgy'ge here and raise a large welt when they bite. A different
bunch than the good o0ld noisy ones back in Minnesota. They carry beaucoup

disease alsoO...

«esdJack Rudy ame in to my room when I'd just laid down for a nap about
8:30 just to talk a little. We started drinking coffee and ice tea, moved
over to the officers club for more coffee and ice tea and just broke up our
conversation now. Much politics, describing the various villages and the
Men involved. Who to trust (damn few it turns out) who's a P.R. man, etc,etc.
Told him frankly that I'm picking his brains Before he leaves. He said he
was all for it - somebody has to before he goes and there are damn few
around here he's willing to pass on information to. I'm going to be on my
own in a month with only 3 or 4 I can depend on so must get the scoop about
who, why, when, etc. now. There's a bundle of guys here who love to go lout
to the villages taking an arsenal, Brink rice wine, gawk at the natives, find
a piece of ass and came back with a bracelet and tell everyone what a
damned hero they are. Also makes wonderful publicity back home if they can
ring a reparter out with them. Maybe even a medal or two if they can con-
vince the right people they're doing real good "¢f¢i¢ Civic Action" work.
Actually they don't really like the people, can't be depended on day after
day and don't give a damn for these peoples' feelings. One thing these
Montagnards are NOT - and that's dumb. They can tell almost immediatedly
who's a real friend and who's using them. They're very kind and polite to
everyone who comes but that doesn't necessarily mean they like all these
people. This war is based on winning these people's hearts and loyalty an

‘L;rust - and not on lhow many villages you visited, how much rice mine you
drink and even how many sores you healed. Have to be very careful who I
wew take with me or I'11 start to be identified with some of these phonies and
fhen I'm sunk. We reviewed about 50 of the people who go out in thej villages
and there are damned few Jack could honestly say he'jd like to be associated

with., Too bad, but the Uglyy American really is everywhere here.
S0 damn sure we have so much to o

We're
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so damn sure we have so much to offer and they have so little that almost
every action we do tips our hand. As I learn to know these people, their
beauty sticks out more and more although they've certainly got their
‘phonies, ete. too of course. I';;; tell you this, I've learned to keep my
damned mouth shut before I promise anything. You know how I usually promise
the moon or make wild plans without thinking and then later on find out I
can't possibly do it/ - well that stuff don't go here...

...Found a 5000 pound load of tin roofing today - that's really what it
weighs - damned near broke the ton and 1/2 truck I carried it away in.
4 Finally had to get a fork 1ift to take it off the truck. Have located
2 more of these bundles but will go slowly before I liberated them - they've
officially been condemned by the Air Force - too thin or some damned thing.
/Can build a lot of roofs with this stuff- beaucoup trading material.

Talked wtih Judge Rudy tonite about the legal implications of trading
rice for crossboss - black market type activity. Even though it's the right
téd/¢ thing to do for their pride, etc - th rice I would liberated is
officially gratis-type and must be given away - no trading or barter allowed.
If we're going to set up any carossbow type industry in these villages will
have to be on a caah basis., Y=-0, We'll figure out something. Maybe CARE
packages full of U.S. green or something. Very complicated as is everything
else here., Once the good old U.S. government steps in and organizes things,
everything gets fucked up (sorry, my English is really going to hell - find
myself using Vietnamese, Bhanar, Jarai and good old G.I. slang more and
more laltely.)

We had a round eye nurse in from Cam Rhan Bay along with some specialists
today - as usual they wanted to go out and look at the natives (freally
rfig¢/ bristle at this - they think they'jre going to some «zoo or something
I guess) As a special favor to Dave Dulaney took them out with me to see
»this boy with a gash on his leg - he's all healed up now and looks good
‘except he's lost half the musle in his leg. Anyway they got to see a
village but no bracelets or rice wing. Am glad noone I knew saw me. Am
glad noone I knew saw me parading these characters around - don;t need the
| reputation as a P.R. jman this early in the game. Usually try to make it a
policy to go by invitation with something specific to do there when I go.
So far have managed to do this....

‘f'.

20 Mar '67 ‘1a 150

.... talked again way into the nite with Jack fRudy. Have been picking
his brains almost every day to try to learn as much about these people as I
can bafore he leaves. He's got less than one month to go. As I get to know
more and more about this place am becoming more and more confused., My initial
impressions have so far all been correct in ¢fXgg¢f essence but the implica-
tions of these I'm only fully realizing now. 1 know the above statement is
confusing.

The relationship of Yards to Americans, to¢ Vietnamese, to V.C., to Army
is substantially as I stated a month or so ago. One thing I diddn't know
before is that the Yards are a hell of a lot smarter than any one gives them
credit for. A highly organized and determingd society w;ith tight discipline

and absolute dedication to their leaders. By sheer dint of Jack Rudy's, Greeks,

and Pappy Yoacum's personalities (and there aren't a hell of al lot of othef
Adir Force or Army men here they*ll reallly be loyal to if the chips are
‘“@wn) fthey have remained layal and friendly to us. Greek and the Judge have
Jeen including me in their discussions more and more - they say I've made
favorable impression on the Yards and they consider me a true friend.

W= ouble is that Jack is leaving in a ménth, Greek leaves in 2 days for a
month's leave to Europe. (He extedded another 6 mos. here so IS811 have his
help when he returns in April.) Pappy Yoacum left about one month ago and
lefta big hole south of here that I've been trybng to fill. OCut of 3,000

A
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‘Ajr Force personnel can't think of one other person who is interested -
really - in working with these jpeople except my corpsmen, and the para-
rescue bunch that I can count on. We've got maybe 50 other men who constant-
1y ask to go out - want to get a bracelet, drink rice wine, take pictures

and grin at the natives in the zoo. OCnce they ve been that route once or
twice, lose interest and never ask again., Am a bit discouraged. Maybe

as time goes on witl find a good troupe or two who ;will really help.

Tom Wilson, my roommate, won't keep his G.D. mouth shut. Insists on
talking Vietnamese and peg-French to these people - doesn't seem to realize
it's like slapping them in the face. He honestly thinks he's God's gift
to the Méntagnards and Vietnamese. Greek can't stand the guy, and after
last nite neither can I. He's promised to build 2 spillways for the assis-
tant province chief and also a community house for them but doesn't have the
materials cornered and really doesn't have the ¢#h¥/vaguest idea where
fe'll get them from., USAID is about washed up - lousy with corruption and
under investigation right now. Billbons of dollars have Ween wasted on
corruption, graft, mismanagement, etc andl McNamara and boys are getting
a little nervous with the new Republican crowd that's jgst looking for an f
188U e s 45

21 Mar '67 46 la

.... Had a good dayl today. Worked the dispensary till 3:00to 4:00 pm
then went out to Pldei Brel with Jack Rudy and daank beaucoup ﬁﬁﬁ/ numpai
jrice wlne) and got lu myt (very drunk) - Sorry, revert to the vernacular
ghwn I'cw hAD a few. Jack and I got back at MACV (sort of ) after running
2 barackades and getting stopped by the M.P.'s for not putting our 18tes out
when we approached the gate. Finally found an au ya drow (doctor) at Plei

CBrel and dumped all the medicine I had in his lap ot his amazement. Have
been lookinga for him for a long time. His name's Bing - a young man - no
‘mask, etc. like I imagined. He's goigg into Pleiku every day on his g¥f
time off to learn medicine from some Montagnard doctor. We hit it off
very well and dramk level after level of rice wine with him. Maybe now
I can work like I want - teach him all I know and help him when he has some-
one really sick. Looks good - hope i'm not too optimistic. Maybe you can
tell from my handwriting - have had b eaucoup numpai and am mut al - sorry
about that - Y-C.

....dDon't enjoy being pessimistic about the same thing twice in a
drow - if you say any prayers for us over here and - knowing you - I'm
sure you do - please pray that someone will show up to replace Pappy Yoacum,
Greek and Jack Rudy so I can work with him - need a good solid troupe very
badly....

22 Mar '67 47 4a _
««ss.The hours and days crowd in on each other - average 4-5 hours of

sleep a nite lately, nap when I can but am over my head in activities -
many of which Ik've instigated and must see through. Great entusiamsm
jbuilding up around me here but somehow have gotten into the center of the
storm and unless I move, nothing gets done. Jack Rudy sme-same., Get 5-10
requests from people a day to help me but they seem unable to move by
themselves. Maybe as time goes on they'll be able to take their own head
and go off by themselves., Miss Greek already....

F .e.es.9a,.HDave been looking all over for that serious letter I wrote the
'other nite - don't think I can reproduce it - was just a mood that Jack
)Rudy and I got in that I recorded. Hope I can find it.....

@ 23 Mar '67 48 la
....nad a long discussion with ««Jack Rudy and Col Doyal - again politics
in this area - very complicated - may j;have to relate this to you some other
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-have had about 7 beers and am again very tired. Don't know if I can ade=-
quately convepy my thoughts bout this area and do it justice - very, very
complicated and devious- no rules at home to follow - a life and death
L situalion and the rules necessarily change when the stakes are that high.
L_ Spent a gquiet and frustration day at the dispensary - am anxious to get
back to the villages again and pick up where we left off way back on
Sunday-Monday. Saih hasn't been seen since I saw him last - have to look
for him tomorrow and get him on our dide again if that's his trouble. Has
been exposed to too many phoney Americans - my roommate included...
+es++ The "Saigon Warriors" have been here all week - inspectiong,
criticizigg and, in gemeral, ruining the esprit de copps of the men really
fighting this fucking war while they stand around and criticize and get
their medals, etc. If they want to observe, they shuuld spend a nite at the
18th Surg and see what the whole thing is all about.....
28 Mar 1b -0 1P |
...Then went to Officers' Clubn where I blew my little supply of money
on getting Jack Rudy smashed as a parting shot. He left for Hong Kong today
Leaves for good on the 10th April. It paid off. Jack started telling a
very interesting story about his adventures® Easter Sunday and all nite
SgMday - Monday. Will give it in detail tonite. Then a group & _gathered
around and both of us (with help of booze) talked till about 11:30 pm about
the Montagnards, how to behave, etc. JFirst time to my knowledge either
o% us has opened up in public about them. Jack plans to lecture when he
4cets back to States - he'll do a good job.....
....The pace here is really something - the initial quiet that was here
when §the new Commander arrived has begun to disappear and people are
_more open and relaxed® than before. A happy group again, Hullar is no
Bonneaux but he's a leader none the less with an easy going sense of humor
gand a mind -1ike a steel trap.....

29 Mae k'67 51 1la

...Ate a large cricket or cockroach or some damn thing tonite - eyes,
wings, feet, soft mushy body and all and washed it down with lots of rice
wine - after turning down the second one, I then proceeded to eat pigs
intestines stuffed with Lord-knows-what and again washed that down with
rice wine. And I didn't barf for a change- wonder what my dreams will be
like tonite. Wouldn't have eaten the damned things but they are obviously
a delicacy here and were offerred to me as a special favor. Think I may
have lost a few of my helpers tonite though - they can't seem to stomach
the food - actually I still don't like it but it would be a great insult
not to eat it. My stomackh is so screwed up now, a few crickets and pigs
intestines aren't going to make that much difference. Smitty (parapescue
man) was chomping on the intestines and asked me what they weee - - I told
him to swallow it and then I'd tell him, After he did and found out - that
was all he could take - looked a little puke-green for awhile - but give him
credit - he kept it down too. That grilled cheeze s@®ndwich and coke
tonite when I got back tasked pretty damn good, though - greasy and stale as
it was. My darrhea has. left me! Five days of bléss - a lousy subject
to discuss but here it's headlings....

...Wrote you Tuesday AM I think, a short note about Monday nite -

", about how Jack and I held forth for hours in a sort of question and amswer
‘-fsession for a lot of new pilots coming in. Actually it started out with me
- giving Jack a private little goodbye party - we both got pretty loose in

«. the process and the questions #ffrom these guys were 8l1l we needed to prime

the pump. Before that Jack told me how he was taken by the Montagnards out
west of here about 10 miles Easter Sunday - 35 men - all chiefs of the various

villages north and west of us. Sat ewe8 »é tellyng stories from about 4 PM
3fpove
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till 3 am Monday morning - and the stories weree a recitation of all the
things Jack has done since he got here., They told the stories as if

Jack wasn't even in the room - some by song, some spoken - #Ad all in panto-
'mine with the chief changing roles back and forth as he told the story.

Jack had forgotten most of these things - stories about how he'd helped

a man fix a fence, how he'd picked up a boy and taken him home in the
driving rain, and on and on. Finally the chief of the whole area got up

and walked over to Jack, took off his own special Montagnard jacket and pulled
it down over Jack's head. So doing, he stated that wherever in Viet Nam
Jack goes and there is a Montagnard present - he will know that this is

Jack Rudy and a great friend and special chief of all the Jarai - as long

as he 1 wears this jacket. And all Montagnards will know that they must
protect and love this man as a great friend and chief of the Jarai. Don't
know what this story does to you, but if the same thing happened to me

it would be worth any damn medal Uncle Sam could pass out - I got goos e
pimples hearing this story and I've got them again retelling it....

1 april '67 1b 53
...Jack Rudy is smashed tonite - fiest time I've seegn him that way -
drank rice wine again today and then everyone loaded him down with beer
at ther officer's cjub - I bought 4 for him myself, - he was in a rare
moood - talking loud and having a ball. A good troop - going to wmiss him...

s 4 A pril '67 54 la

«+sohm waiting for the truck to come back so I can go back to Plei
Brel for yet another party for #Jack Rudy. We're goinsg to have to pour him
on the plane next week. He leaves next Monday AM - we'll be sorry to see
“him go butyin a way, a relief - don't think my liver will hold out
*much longer, Stayed all nite Plei Brel Sunday nite - talked and drank
rice wine till 2 AM - both Jack and I were stoned all day Monday so passed
up another sacrifice yesterday. Was going to stay home like a good bwpy
sYesterday - and took call in the afternoon. AT 4:30 got a call to go to
Pleiku to see a sick Vietnamese (one of the airman has gotten a Viétnamese
girl pregnext and asked me to take care of her) - went to see this girl's
sister - impetigo. While I was there decided to stop at Pleiku-Rho and see
Saih, Intuition, apparently. He had been trying to get me all day - has
been drafted again . )(has already served 4 years in the "Mike" Special
Forces.) He was smashed out of his head - =was going down to Pleiku and
shoot it out. Vietnamese giving him a hard time, calling him a thief
(I gave him a bicycle but no certificate to say I had given it to him.)
Anyway took old drunk Saih down, got him a certificate and straightened out
the draft thing/ He's free again - doesn't HJave to serve, I can use him
as my interpreter and he can work at USAID. Well, needless to say, ,we had
to celebrate on that one. Toook him down to our Chinese 4restaurant and had
a feast, Roy Worthington (S/Sgt - number one troupe) myself, Saih and Tri
(did I tell you about him? - have a funny feeling I keep repeating myself.)
Half way through the feast, a fellow walks up and asks me if I'm a doctor -
I say yes - phe shys come with me., - walked half way across town to the scene
of 8B? an accident - a.V.N. truck struck a V.N. boy about ten years odd
#(How in hell they¥ knew I was in town is beyond me,) We did mouth™- to -
mouth breathing, cardiac massage, the whole Ben Casy routine (about 200-
0200 people watching the show on the main street of Pleiku - should have
aken a picture of that one) Anyway we put a board under him ( broken hip,
pelvis, spleeen, both lungs collapsed but heartstill beating) and stole the
mnearest bus and didi'ed ﬁﬁﬂ out to 18th Surg (10 miles away. Wen we got
c'there had canker sores all over my mouth (since cleared up)from French kissing
this boy moutWto-mouth Wreathing. We, put a tube down into lungs and got
bright red blood back. He eventually died but at least we gave it Jthe

c (8]
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college try. Tahe "White Mice" saw &t all and were very ppleased. (The
"White Mice" is the mame for the Vietnamese civilian police - a sharp bun ch -
cnot like the ARVN at all - very courteous, industrious and well respected by
almost everyone.) They gave me a ride back to Pleiku and helped me look
yfor my vehicle. Roy had taken Saih and Tri and some friends back to Pleiku
Rhpo so I hopped a ride back to the base. Lost my belt (used as a splint)
and my @phthalmoscope in the bargain., It's now 9:30 pm and hadn't even had
supper yet except a taste of the chgpsuey - cagqught a few bites of food at
MACV and got into thehiddle of a party for Jack Rudy (again!)
At 1:30 I'm in bed and completely too tired to write - I'm sorry. Had
a good talk with Roy Wwwthington when he finally got back. Also talked long
time with a Negro nurse (jyes - makle type) about the Negro problem.

Today acquired £50 Englander inner spring mattresses (all very legal)
and took “th@# over to the new Special Forces hospital - well, you'd thinkk
I'd given them the 7th Air Force or something. They've been sleeping these
wounded Yards (again that damned word "wounded - "shattered" is the right
word) on a board with bamboo rug for a"mattress".

This afternoon Jack and I hauled 100 plus® pieces of steel sheet met'ﬁ
down to TLick's (jaCK's interpreterl) house, Go& my surgeon's hais all cut
up - don't tell Ma - never did so much manual labor in my life! Don't need
4to play sports around here - get my exericise being a stevedore...

....% The truck just pulled up,apd L'm ladte. Will try to’write to-
nite. May repeat mycself.. Can't hﬁggﬁ%éﬁ half the stuff I see here myself -
if what I write sounds a little unbelievablejust remember I'm only hitting
the high spots = will tell you more in person...

5-6 April '67 551a

c vess¥es, I'm sitting in the latrine with the cover down on one of the
¥shit tanks - the only light ther€is in the Place. When the action ever
isettles down here will write a decent letter about my adventures if I can
remember them. Have been systematicallly getting Jack Rudy smashed every
nite lately and then pumping him for information. 1It's costing me a for-
jtune and am usually getting drunkder than he gets., He passed out about
hour ago so read your letters d#oday. Have & Colleen's school 1€tters on
my lap but haven't gotten to 4them yet.
Will try to explain later. Will briefly outline the last few days.
Took some beds over to Special Forces Camp (if you haven't read the Green
Berets yet - read it right after you read this letter - it's all true -
there is much-much more but everything in the boo& is true. You won't
believe it - think itl's sensationalism - but believe me - it's al}}l trie.
Anyway , worked the dispenasary today, #then got a few volunteers (everyone
wants to get in on the act lately) - went to Speecial Forces to see the 10
fookdt men - asked if they wanted some more beds - yes they did. , the way,
) met 2 S/Sgt Phillips from Dak Pek who was scrounging supplies for 500
families (about 2,500 people - Montagnards - J&bh) who had been burned out of
their villages - many died but those alive are homeless, clothesless and
foodless. Well, we managed to find them a few things - 25 cases of C-rations
(Bo boxes to a case) - 100 190 pound bags of corn meal, 20 100pound bags of
flour, Some blankets (30-40), beds (about 30) sadad oil (one case) 4 100 pound
Bbales of clothes and a few other odds and ends. He was amazed and plegs
think I can get a green beret for myself if this keeps up. Maybe can hang
Ojit with your various swimming medals. TLoaded on 25 beds for the S.F.
dMontagnard hoepital and some pgllows, blankets and odds and ends, also. Am
a fucking stevedore for sure. Sorry z about that - Y 0.
N Came home® beat after all the lifting and grunting but promised to go
‘/to Plei Brel after last nite ( don't think I told you about last nite - will
repeat in spite of the fact I bore you ) -any way took these FNG (fucking new

buys) out to see the montagnard villages - they've only been here a few
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weeks and worked very hard for me - bought 3 crossbows for 1500 piastries (

. (about 15 dollars) and am now in the crossbow business. No #rice wine or

' bracelets, etc. and they didn't seem to be disappointed. Came home to

‘wtake a shower - no water - so faked it with Scotch for a face and hand

job. - makes one amazingly clean - try it sometime,

Saw J. fRudy and§ proceeded to get him platered again., He has been to
hell and back all day making® his goodbye calls here and there in the villages.
Wants to get me® to Plei Koteng before he goes - maybe we'll make it.

Anyway talked some more till now - many things that are a great mystery to me -
he promised to tell me on the way to Saigon.

Ch yeh, Jack and I are going to Saigon to viskit a V.N. by the name of
John - a V.N. Legionaire who has been around the block many times - Jack
saved his life one time and now John can't do enough for him., Jack wants
me to meet him - it'll be champagne, beer and Scotch for two days - both of
us will have to be poured on the plane - Jack to the states, me back to
Pleiku - we go 10 April g¢gMonday AM, I'll get back 12 April Wednesday nite.
Jack leaves for the states Wednesday afterndoon. (this toilet seat even with
the cover on is damned un@comfortable!) He's one of the finest troupes
I've every met. Will have to have him to the house when I get back. Plans
dto marry a girl from @ Fairmontl, Minnesota if she can stand his squatting
in the middle of the living room sucking on the rice wine hose. _He comes
from a very old, established lawyer family in Washington D.C. = Swam and
dove for So. Carolina in the AAU meets 1960 - wond¢ 4 2nd prize. Plans to
go in with Williams ( mask Bill who he is ) -the guy who defended Hoffa,
Bobby Baker, etc.

Oh yeh, Te#uesday afternoon went to Plei Brel for another party for Jack
Rudy at Plo'g§s house. Noone theré- Jack went to the boon docks (Plei Koteng,

" Tien son, etc.) so found myself out by myself - had a great time - no one
» understood English so was forced to use only my Montagnard (Jarai.) Dis-
ypensed medicine like candy until my bags were empty and then started to

leave (mget the hell out of there is the expression.) Instead they insis-
ted we go to Plei Phung to See some sick kids - okay, I had just enough
medicine left - found malaria and a gpneumonia in 2 kids, Said I had to
leave - oh no - went back to Plei Brel and lapped on the hose awhile -
finally figured out that they wanted Wme to take my truck out past artillery
Hill to get a dead cow thgat the Bietnamese had killed for fun - belonged
to #Plei Brel - Y-0 _ we all piled in (you would have laughed yourself
sick to see the pantomine involved to tell me this# story) and went out to
get the cow. We found the cow and took it baBK for a big sacrifkice. -
meanwhile more rice wine and #raw food - including cwhunks of this cow that
was killed - wish I coud desfribe the scene - will try later when I get home.
Any way, a great time was had by all - I stumbled back to the base late, talRed
to t hat louse Rudy till late into the nite and was too tired to write to you
AGAIN, This is a long war - especially the nites. Did I mention I spent
last Sunday bhite at Plei Brel? Y-0 - another adventure that I'33 talk to
you about sometime,

Jack and I have been many places together - great fun - believe we are
really doing something - Hope so...

9 April '67 57 la
«...Will start by reciting all the thingWs that have happened since

81 wrote Friday am. Went "slumming" Ffriday afternoon. Pleiku Rho to

‘;;

deliver 3 mattresses to Mip, orphanage to see the kids, lepragsarium to see
the lepers, dropped some medicine off at Quy Tfhem's for her brother. Let

me ¢tell you about Quy Them - fidnd out that she feels I'm her man! Don't

know how this developed but apparently by going to her house that day

became her boy friend. She dropped this bomb-shell Satqurday. Carefullly
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explained I was already married, 5 children - showed the pictures I have of
you people. Told her I was going to Saigon - she got all excited about
, this - said if I went to Saigon we were fini - more damn unspoken assump-
ytions going around here. She insisted I meet her at the dispensary at
21:00 apm Saturday and take her home at 4:30 pm Saturday - said I couldn't
do this - had to go to Pldei B#grel for Jack Rudy's going away jgparty
(more about that$later.) She's a bossy little girl - haven't seen any of
this so-called wonderful QOriental submissiveness in the V.N., women or in
the Montagnard wives eithfas far as that goes. Maybe with all the years
of war and men constantly leaving home the women have had to become more
independent and self reliant (same-same Kay Conlon?) Anyway carefully
waskn't anywhere near the dispensary all day Saturday or today in case she
gets any more ideas, H4ow did a bald old man like me get eto be such a
Casanova, anyway? I'm going to be so proud of my prowess over women by
the time I get back you won't be able to live with me - Lover boy Conlon,
eh? 4 prostitutes in Sacramento, a couple of Montagnard girls and now a
V.N, girl. What do you mean the definition of virtue is the lack of
opportunity? Fortunately I have a very #&horny wife and some very good mems-
gmories to keep me warm till my R & R. Find if I keep busier than hell
don't miss it as much as I thought - it's the few slow nites and days
around here that are the hard@st - but manage to fill up the days and
nites pretty weell so far., “
Went to Plei Brel¥% yesterday afternoon - boulght about $75.00 worth
of crossbows and got involved with a lot of rice wine with Jack Rudy -
2 sacrifices (shot one chicken with a crossbow- got him through the heart -
first animal I can ever remember killing - it was for eating do didn't a
feel too bad but would rgather leave that kind of thing to Mike and Ed -
not my piece of cake.) Finally got a large bracelet from Ton - now am
wyofficially part of Plei Brel., Will be taking Jack's place in Plei Brel -
¥dong't know how tied up that will make me - want to keep fluid so I can
\feel free to come and go sort of on call to the other villages. Am having
trougble being all the places I feel I should go. Went till 3 AM this
morning with Jack and Lick - ended up singing a saong I wrote for Jack
Rudy - lost the words sommewhrere - he was sobbing like a little boy -
wants to go back to the states but doesn'lt want to leave his friends in
the villages. He'ls having a rough week - we ended up very smashed on rice
wine and booze - I4'm told we argued for about an hour in <Montagnard -
didn'pt know I knew that much of it. Don't know wh$at the hell we were ar-
guing about but apparently it had something to do with my telling him I'd
Atry to pick up where he left off but would do it my way - couldn't be same-
same Jack Rudy, etc.

Anyway went Bb bed at 3 AM here at MACV after pouring Jack and Lick intO
their bed. Slept till 9:30 this morning but really didn't come to till near-
#noon. Went out with Bob Shultze to Plei Brel to 4buy > more crossbows and
got into the rice wine bit again at 2 more houses. Purposely did NOT go
with Jack Rudy although he was there all day. Went to different places at
different times., He was making the rounds saying his goodbyes and I didn't
feel I should be with him. By coincidence went to Hing's to say hello
right after Jack had left - a big scene I'Jll try to explain when I'm
home - very complicated. Ift's now 4:20 AM believe it or not. Jack and
I have been talking solid since I went for an R.YC. at about 11 PM last
nite, Discussing %all the Mjontaganards, Vietnamese, Americans that we

" deal with - who can be trusted, who are the phonies, ways to conducat
myself, how to know when lies are being told, subtle things that JAck
knows from onel year's experience and I don't want to have to learn the

. hard way.
0 We leave for Saigon at 6;45 - about 2 hours from now. Am hungry so
have opened a can of C-rations and am making a pgig out of myself. Have to

shave and pgack and try to get some sleep.
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That damned clock has roller stkates on the hands lately - never seem
to have enough time for sleep, eating, etc. Maybe things will slow down
. a.,bit when Jack leaves. Am on my own now in Plei Brel and villages north
o? us - it's been a honeymoon until now, have sbasked in Jakck's light -
ywnow we see if I've made any pioints or if we maype have to start all over
again,w Wish me luck and a few prayers wouldn't hurt either. ..

.+« About the orphanage. We're shooting a spgarrow with a shot gun, or
better yet - with a cannon. TLet me explain. Everyone wants to contribute
to the orphanage - it's a good old American tradition; we know the nuns
will use what we give them and not sell it in Pleiku or give to the V.C.; #
these are nice children and every American wants to help children. According-
ly over 3,000 G.I.'s here are giving huge amounts of time and energy to 2
nuns and 70 children, At the same time there's a famine in the area here anéd
noone seems to give a damn that 40,000 - 50,000 Montagnards are on the verge
of starving and are going without medical care., Do not have sogap, etc. %
2,500 Montagnards were burned out of their village at Dak Pek - had to beg
borrow and steal to get some things up there - was harder than hell to get
anyone to help - finally got enough together to load up 3 planes last
week so they'd be able to carry on temporarily. But just suggest the
gor8phanage needs something and there's a veritable avalanchw of help com-
ing in. Please keep this to yourself - once y#mou discourage a person who
wants to give, it's harder than hell to get him in the mood agaig. There
are now 4 cities +that have adopted this one orphanage - 1. Syracuse, N.Y.,
2. Kansas City, Me.k, 3. Vista, Calif., 4 some town in Missourt. Would
suggest adopting a Montagnard village like Dak Pek f 2,500 homeless souls
gwith almost all it's young meaRnhood either dead, V.C. captives or fighting
like hell with the Green Beret. Or maybe the §leprasarium although they aren't
Catholics. Really must sound terrible to you but that's the way I feel.

» It's hard to describe the waste, the phonies, the big tall well-meaning
rich, smiling f---ing UGLY Americans that are all over the place screwing
Uthings up and then patting themselves on the back because they DID something.
I'm as bad as the rest.

Am making it a policy from now on in the Montagnard villages to come
EMPTY handed - if there's a real 4&problem then will try to help it - no
more hand¥outs - gmakes them the same as welfare patients back 4§home,

Very complicated. Did you know the average YEARL®Y income (can't count
what they grow themselves and make for themselves) in dollars is $36.007

And we come and pass out $18.00 worth of grain as if it were nothing. Quite
an impact on these people - can't blame them if soon they're standing there
with their hands out waiting for the rich Americans to gaive them another
hand-gout. They dong 't like us for it either - they smile and thank us and
they "like us in heads, but not in hearts" as Lick has said before.

Enough said. Sorry to give the sermon. Probably have really confused
you now. Yes, I still want help and soap, etc. but please leave it up to
me whésere it goeS..eeeee !

13 April '67 58 entire(see copy made)
15 April '67 59
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...00ot a great letter from "Citizen" Jack Rudy - he's back in the social
whilrl of Washington D.C. - same-same R.F.K. sand Jackie B, Kennedy,
Williams, senators, etc., Says he finds it a little hard to believe he

was ever over here - is very sdisturbed by all the Peace-niks, parades, etc,
What the hell is going on in our nutty country? Don';fi they realize the
whole world is looking at them, carefully weighing each word said? Makes

it damn hard for us over here - we say something we feel is honest and
straight forward about our intentionsl, good wishes, etc and then these
idiots in thel U.S. schrew the whole thing up. Appadrently they are well
meaning like gFullbright, Bob Kennedy, etc., but boy! are they screwing us

up bad! TLike Jack Rudy used to say when he was here - "Keep your f---ing
mouth shut!" And that Martin T.. King - what's he got... - pardon - what's
deoing on with him? - the best mosrale and the best soldiers here are the

negroes - they have a tremendous record and will expect and get ( or Sedie
fighting for it) full citizenship when they get back to U.S. on the basis

of that record. - #and here their leader is mouthing off about how we should
stop the war. Stop it hell! We should open up both barrels not only on
North Viget gNam but China too and get the Whole damn thing over with. I
Know the issue isn't black or white but if we're going to tangle with China
soooner or later§, it might just as well be now while we're here, are armed
and ready to fight and Chinas has her troubles, . Enough said. Personally
I think Johnson is doing one helluva jobaand should have the full cooperation
of all the people whatever their politics. HeKfy/'ll go down in Ristory as

a very wise, extremely patient man for the way he has conducted the war

in spite of all the flack from all sideS.e.e.

30 April 70 1la

....Have been on a steady rice wine driunk since last Tuesday almost
without stop. Am afraid to sober up for fear I'§ll get D.T.'s - sereiously
Have been doing mwm best to plug the hole that Jack Rudy left in Plei Brel,
Plei Sor, Plei Phung. Yesterday went to Plei Brel to see Hluce and get the
3 beautiful black creossbows he had promised me - he wouldn't sell them - a
gift - gorfleous things. Gave two to Dick Miller but kept one for myself -
may send hdme. A very beautiful weapon - capable of killing tigers and
elephants let alone men. Had some more rice wine (numpai) at Hluce's house.
Then went %&b Plo's house - bought 19 more crossbows (16000 piastras - 3Imy
ymoney - will get it back when we sell them - in the meantime I go on
short rations here - Y-C.) Talked to him about his wife - tried to explain
that she would be in hospital maydbe two more weeks (dua roi ju) - very
difficult for me without an interpreter- am learning lu al Montagnard
(#very much) the¥hard way - they won't or canp't learn Englise so must learn
Jarai or not communicate at all. Went from Plo's % house to Hing's (Jack's
family - this is Jack's and my home here in Vietnam - maybe have told you
about these people = if not will a little later - a beautiful marriage, two
wonderful children, very happy and content) - where drank beaucoup, rice wine -
$egot very drunk (mut al ) and then came back to MACV and slept. On the weay
to Plei Brel went ot Animal Husbandry village (Montagnard) where treated
5 or 6 sick people - only medicine I practiced all day.

Last nite we had a party at the officers Club - got up about 9:30 pm
for it and went till 1:30 am singing songs and in general dissipatieng.
Slept till 9:30 am this morning. Sold some crossbows and relaxwed. Should
have written you this morning but just sat here enjoying having notghing
to do. This afternoon at 2 pjm Lick, myself and Col Hullar ( the commander,
no less) went out to Plei Brel by invitation to two sacrifices at Higg's.

He killed a young goat (Bie) for us - very delicious meat - a good party -
much rice wine again - good company - Col Hullar joined in like a good
troupe - then we went to Ton's for MORE rice wine - finally went home at

7 PM to Pleifku Rho to Tick's home and then back here - I slept from 8Pm to

11"%30 - much needed....
*s,,8
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.eee... &1 need you more here than I every %thought I did in the U.S.A. 4
(wherever that is.) Am sure, like Jack, this will all seem like a big
dream when I get back to Minnesota. Until then need your words and
CGncouragemelnt to continue my hectic and very strange schedule here in
Pleiku.

15 May '67 76 2b
...Got a disturbing letterfrom Jack Rudy - most of which I don't
really funderstand - habve read it twice now and don't #know anymore than
I did before. He wants to write a book - has a publisher all] lgined up -
but I think it will necessarily get a lot of Montagnards in deep shit. Jack's
really involved in politics already - is being subpoened td» a senate in-
vestigation of USAID - has offers to come back to Vgietnam as a civilian
worker here in Pleiku, is #¢{¢// being ¢ sworn in as assistant D.A. for
Wgpashington D.C. ( at the White Ho use, yet) ;is running in the society of
senators, lobbyists, representatives, etc. Thinks it's phony butg p#art of
his career. Says he's still wearing Hinh's bracelet in spite of the stares
he gets - has 4put the other 27 in a glass case for posterity.
Don't think I'll get as involved in these people as he did - mainly
becabuse I'm npt single and have something concrete to come home to. Jack
feels very lonesome for his friends among the Yards - quite possibly be-
cause this was his first exposure to an uncompli cated people. Yet he likes
the intrigue, etc. of high society in Washington in spite of himself be-
cause this is all he's known until Vietnam andw® Pleiku. How's that for¥ psy-
choanoalysis? e;éprobably wrong, I don't know. Could use your eyes and
judgement ) , weetie., Want +to come over for a while and cluse me in
gon some of these people? Still give too many people the benefit of the
doubt - we balance each other pretty well = you're too critical and I'm too

OHaive - am attempting to use yoBr judgement bufusually end up learning the
hard way a guy is a phony, etc.....

13 May '67 78 1la
«... Just spent since 9Pm talking to Colonel Hullar about the Montagnards,
Lick, Ton andgll those people. Théis is the nite they give attac ks away
- Ho Chi Minh's birthday today-19 May. This is the day we've been promised
a full scale attack. 3 barrages have gone off already - 4 now - no sweat -
no alarm as yet. MACV ® will be the last place hit and that's where sI am.
Very interesting and, in a way, unique problem that Col Hullar is
stuck with me a sink or #iW// swim because I am the only one on this base
as of this moment who has the confidence and the friendship of the Montag-
nards. Have assumed this position #by default - noone else will go out
independently - except Dick Miller to the Animal% Husbadrey ¢school - and
attempt to establish a personal f riendship with these people. We discussed
where to go from here - how involved should I get, etc. Decided to play
it by ear and carefully avoid being identified sole1¥ with the Montagnards.
That move I mentioned whwere I held sick call #wit e Vietnamese was a
smart one. Yesterday we went bakck and gave a bunch of clothes away -
Lick and I ended up on the roof of a house in self defense - damn near got
crushed by the Vietnamese as they grabbed at the stuff. ILater on we went o
to Plei Brel and gave some more clothes to the Montaganards. Dramatic the
difference - asked Plo to pick out some clothes - he refused - said he was
ashamed ( $ame-same embarrassed) - insisted Ton hand out to him the closthes
Ton wanted him tgo have. Sgame the rest of the village. Amazing - can you
_see why my sympathies lie toward the Montagnard?
c ....Was very honored by Col Hullar's invitation to see him privatelly
at his quarters tonite. We sat and d‘%cussed the war, our situation here,
what our policy toward the Montagnard vs. the Vietnames should be., How
fhopeless an uprising by the Yards woudld be now against the VieJtmamese,
how I should try to influence them subtlely $0 become educated and beat

the problem fthis way instead of by arms - how I was in a unigue posffwﬂ

°n




23 Jack Rudy (cont() 19 May 78 1b (cont)

peasitien to do this whereas Hullar as yet was not, etc,
«...Think I can make a positive contribution to th¥e problem here by

m working with Hullar and Montagnards. Hullar is in a very lonely position -~

' very fyew people so far he can count on - he ghas managed to find one or

taw he can trust and confide in - not the extrovert Bonneauk was - and also
not the showman - the Yards trusted him immediately whereas they never showed
this trust of Bonneaux in my presence. Am very impressed with this man as
you can probably we guess - am also a little embarrassed by his show of
trust in me - am getting ivolved again, sweeti®h - don't worry - no problem-
Y-0..

21 June '67 9% la

.+...Got a letter from Jack #Rudy yeasterday chewing me out for not
writing also - wrote him from Dak Pek along with yours - will probably have
to wait another week before that one arrives as well....

24 July '67 123 3a

...J@hn Watson is a riot when §he gets drunk - he4's a happy drunk.
we sang songs, called each other names, chug-a-lugged Vi etnamese rice
wine (like regular booze) beer, and rice wine. Told stories about Jack

, talked about how the cross bow prices were getting too high and
would have to cut them down. Discussed building a forge and getting
s#crap metal from the base to make hoes, shovels, picks, plows, knives, etc
("beat your swords into plowshares.." - domewhere in bible) - .....

28 July '67 125 2a fl1
9 ....Had a serious talk with Ton, Lick and LHlin (a very intelligent

man from Plei Sor I suspect is an impdortant man in FULRO) yesterday - asked
them point blank which way the Montagnards would go, what would happen to
the Montagnard when thegAmerican leave. They said thaey $would take their
land back. 1 asked if they would go with the NoVietnamese, do they considedr
the No Vietnamese their friends - they said NO, No Vietnamese same-¢same
Vietnamese. (they call the NoVietnamese "Viet Minh" - the name the French
knew them by.) TLick explained that the Novietnames steal and lie same as the
/So Vietnamese, that the Montagnard hates them both - that the only foreig-
ners they can trust are the Americans and the French before us. They feel
bad and are confused because the Americans insist on brginging in their
ancient enemy the Vietnamese, but at laeast they feel they can trust cer-
tain Americans to help them become strong e.g. myself, John Watson, Col
Hullar, Jack Rudy, Special Forces, etc. They are determined to have
their own country which I certainly sympathise with - find it very hard to
try to talk them into becoming friends with the SoVietnamese but see no
other way® out for them under the present conditions. A huge frustrating
problem that makes me very sad "in my heart*(8s they say here) - the only
thing I can do is try to #make them strong, train them to be as self
sufficient as they can be so when the #time comes for a solution (whatever
it may be ) this generous, courageous and honest people won't be exterminated
either by pressure politically or a suicidal war. Right now don't really see
a solution that will do ganything but screw these people....
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...Let me tell you about my day yesterday - hope I don't bore

you. Went out to get Tick at about 11:30 am with John Watson - took

out the rejmaining 5 sewing machines to §Ton's - arrived to see many

of the village assembled and six rice win@ jugs in & row in Ton's house.
Bought a few crossbowe and then the ceremgony began. They ghad me

take off my right boot and then place it on a piece of metal with cot-
gton on it - on top of my foot they put some wet red stuff I still
don't know what it was - then the priest (not Ton) started saying

some words very fast and poured rice wine all over my foot while saying
the words - Ton kept talking in a low tone and the priest sounded to me
like he was repeating what Ton said. Finally the ceremony was over and
then I was asked to drink two levels of the ceremonial rice wine (Ton's)
jug - that started it - after I finished, then Ton drank, then John
Watson, then Lick, then the priest, then each man according to his rank.
Bach group had a representative in each of the six jugs - my medics were
there with their jugs - thesose that didn'dt have a jug had beer Le Rieu,
food, etc. Ate a chicken head, much pork, bamboo greens, all kinds of
stuff. When I got to the last jaug only vomited on@e and had held down
most of the ten levels § § about a fifth a leveld - then drank 3 levels
out of the last jug - then we went to beer Le Rieu and then moved on to
the next hooch (Cnau's) where we started all over again - Finally made
it back to Ton's where we d#rank some more rice wine - have no idea how
gmuch - finally found may bed and passed out for about 2 hours. Made

it back here to the base somehow and lo and behold - had 4 letters from
you and a tape from Mike and the peo-ple at Efrin's pagrty....

...Am sorry sweetie - but it's called fighting the war here - Have
been sicker than a pup all day today as I mentioned but am recovering
slowly now. The shake is over and the head feels fine - only the stomach
cragmps and gas are still with me. Took like the wrath of God but will
get over that by tomorrow.... i

...Think Jonhn got initiated also into the village yesterday - he's
very quiet about his experience - possibly hooked up with Bler in some
way - don't know. She starts working in the COfficer's Club tomorrrow
morning which ou#ght to be something else again. T&he first jerk that
makes a pass at her is likely to be picking himself off the floor. She
@ has a motor like Megan - doesn't stand for any nonsense. My comments
about Bler must be very mystifying to you. Forget for a moment your
strick upb¥ringing along your rigid4 lines on what is and what is not per-
misspable with regards sex. Accept for a moment that other cultures have

just as rigid rules about sec
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just as rigid rules about sex - but they are different rules. Z2If you

can - then maybe you can understand all this junk about Bler. Can talk
with detachment about my "granddaughter" (4By the way you now have 6
children - the new arrival is a 45 year old MOntagnard chief of 3,500
people by the name of K'sor Ton - and believe me it 4was a rough labor and
choildbirth on my part) - about Bler - she's very modest, hands-off type
with great pride as befits a chief's daughter. Taughs with her ewyes

but always with great dignity. Her walk is like a movie stars - or an In-
dians - back straight, head held high, etc. Her picture is in the same
frame with you and the kids, Colleen's school picture and Jack Rudy's pic-
ture. She is no prostitute or loose lover same-same Vietnamese. Thesm many
comments I've made in the past about her and the Yards' offers made to me,
Jack Rudy and John Watson are made as a token of deep friendship. Hope
I'm making myself clear. Hurt their feelings very much when I Zrefused
Ton's offer - @@ but we've both adjusted very well now with thigs
arrangement of "ama" (which makes Bler my granddaughter and t&boo) confu-
sing? Join the club. Virtue is, I find, not necessarily the lack of
opportunity, I'g§m happy to report.

Have just been interrupted for the last % hour by Charlie Brown(the
nENinformation officer and Frank Doyal who is very drunk. He's waiting
to jeo home - Charlie is his replacement and rarin' to go and Frank is
all burned out and ready to go home. The two of them have been roaming
the Cfficers' guarters looking for company - they usually end up here.
gHad a drink with them and now they're gone to bed. It's 3 AM now and
I'gm going to turn in also. Sorry my letters have been so few and so
lous€y lately., Will improve I hgope. There's a constant demand implied
here to at§alk and be socia}ble by the mere fact that a person cannot ever
be alone # ( even at 3 AM in his own room.) Enjoy thegse people - especei=—
aRly® eguys like Frank Doyal but it does get wearing as you know.

Frank (Tt. Colonel) Doyal will be callipg you when he gets back to the
states - hope he has a few good words to say - I've been giving 'him hell
ever since I arrived. Don't want or need his publicity and am comstantly
refusing to take his repgorters and photographers out to the villages
with me. He has a tough job (or had) - now Charlie Brown has it - must
constantly court the Saigon w@rrigrs and newsmen whgo come up for a day,
look around, talk to the newpest P.R. man they see and then go back to
Saigon and write their "authoritative accounts " that they learad all
about in 2 -3 hours. Guys like Jack Rudy, myself and others don't want
anything to do with them - and after they've interviewed us they don't

wantg anythimmg to do with us, either. The story we have to tell is con-
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’fusing, no broad lines of heroes and villains, no feasy answers, and

no photographs or posed pictures. They usually give up in disgust and
take the easy way out - take the canned pictures and publicity and use
that for their story. There's f#two gals right now up here wanting to go
out with me to Plei Brel tomorrow - hope to quietly avoid them without
putting Charlie Brown in a bind. If not will get them in a out of Plei
Brel as fast and as unobtrusively as I can - without pictures. Would
like just once to see the Montagnard story told as it really is according
§to what Jack Rudy, myself and the rest have learned it from the montag-
nards and other sources. But that's too tough to get dowm % on paper -
John Value found that out - 1pived up here 6 mos and found out for him-
self- hasn't written a word since he got back to the U.S.A. - is wrifing
children's books instead. - like he said he wanted to do in the first
place, . «»

~
134 around 18 Aug '67
Come ¥Frank Come, Frank
We go now we go now
Fly to Bangkok And do -
and swim at midnight oh, things
We walk in wards _ Because we only
and see the dying enjoy life when - 1
comfort we are

doing something about it
Come, Irank we go now
we g0 now Come, Frank.
drink all night
and go now

(My Montagnards friend, Dr. Conlon, is flattering
and kind. signed John B. Value)

Wander through misery
but go now
We understand

Come, Frank

WO g0 now _
No need to sleep, eat
all same-same

Think

we Ego now
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(The followding was found on a pad of paper on a vacated desk of
It. Col Frank Doyal, my predecessor a s Information Officer at Pleiku
Air Base Republic of Vietnam. I suspect, from internal evidence, that
it was written by John Value, a correspondent for a group of New Eng-
land newspapers, who came here for three days and stayed for three
months.) Charley Brown, Capt USAF

«..And thus we become a victim of over - empathy, of outraged morals,

bwho trembles at a sudden noise, not from any specific fear but from

the awful strain that results from being men, from nnot cauterizing
one's ner¥e ends, from not hiding. So I have come to learn terror,

and horror and love and it is more important than the trembling and
anguish that accompany such learning. Tkhe latter will heal., The
former results in a much more moral being, my hardest lesson ever,

and most worthwhile.

"Part of it is learning to be honest. I came here to run away, to
be killed , and I lost my nerve, with the result that the iNtolerable
I left has become tolerable; that I no longer hate God, nor life, nor
anything, including myself.

" The anticipation of coming home fills me with joy. When I left,
1 took my loneliness with me and my lack of confidence.

"T have dropped them along the way. In the handclasp of a child,
In a smile from & Montagnard striker who had lost all his limbs.

In kind conversations with some French nuns who run an orphanage and
a missionary lady who treats lepers. In the death of friends. In the
sure knowledge that most people like me and that I like all people.

"I have become full of love, 1 trully a happy man. I kn ow nothing
of 4 bitterness,

"I have found out what I have always suspecte dﬁ that I am a happy
man/

"So the only things to overcome are shyness and laziness and physical
carelessness and that job is begun. :

"It is not so much a matter of growing up. ¥'s just that I think
that I have to grow up faster @§than other people, if not as perfectly.
"War seems to be 2 natural condition of man. I don't think we can

call it good or bad. Unhappily, people are most imperfect and war
seems to be one of.the ways we demonstrate our imperfections.
"But, some of theé finest men I know are warriors. It is puzaling.

"But, that's the weay we seem to be. So, let's not can war good or
bad - or worse than that : just or unjust. War just seems to describe

itself, and in this description, good and bad don't seem to make much
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EEee, on or about Feb March 1967
John Burnside Value,
18 Aug '67

..I've just had a wonderful conversation with a good man - Tt Col.
Frank Doyal - he goes home tomorrow after a long tour. He's worn
out, has been drinking much too much, his resistance is gore = he's
tired - lonesome for his wife - his year is through. Gave me the
supreme compliment tonite - inaugurated me into the Pleiku Irregulars -
an uncommon award give to only a few here. - Col Wm Bonneaux, Jack
Rudy, Frank Doyal, ¥John Value, Rick Smith (Lt. Col.) and a few others
(not miore than 5 or 6) Had to walk the bar - same-same pay for a
round of drinks for everyone. Did it with determination and qualified
as the best bar walker in many a month.

Have talked philosopghy for the last three hours with Frank. All
centered around Psalm 91, John 4Value's essay which I include and a
general dsescription of what happens teo a ma n after a yea? of this
wonderful - uglyw- lonely - inspirational place. After the initial
wonderment passes in the first 2 - 3 weeks, you bec$ome an expert
about everything here - this lasts for 2 - 3 months at which time you
begin to doubt your judgementh, lose your black andwhite ideas about
all Vietnamese being bad guys and all Montagnards being good guys.

See good V.N. and bagd Yards. After more time your depression leaves
you and a leth8rgy sets in whereg you want to sleep, hate rice wine,

the dirty Yards, the ugly confusing war, the lousy V.N. and everyone and
everything connected with the assignment (about the time I blasted away
at you, sweetie.) You either get hold of yourself and force yoursedlf
to wepk at this point or you just continue with your bitterness and
day-counting routine. If you're fortunated enough to gethold of your-
self and work, you drive yourself even hardWer - a day by day work
schebdule that, in retrospect, is quite unbelievable (same-same what you
just went through and ended up with pneumonia) - finally you gét to my
stage now where I'm short with people -~ impatient with them th#at they
can't kick themselves in the ass and get with it, quick to get to the
point, short with patients, unwilling to painstakingly go through the
long-winded explanation of the Montagnard vs. V.N. (also because it
can't be explained in black and white as it once could bfe so elgogquently
by me.) Have found a strength quite unknown to me before (I think
vecause of you, Weez and Ed and others) and% have become intolerant

of people who cannot find t his strength. We discussed Jack Rudy - how

he went from a timid young man to a virtual lion by the time# he
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left here. How Fr. Ray Sullivan started falling ap#art #f last nonthg
he was here, How Frank himself is coming Mapart at the seams now
that he has only a few days left. He will be calling you when gets to
the states - a very good friend to me - can honestly say I love the
man - same-same Jack Rudy.

3 Sept '67 144 2a

...Have been thinking about you off and on most of the day - want
to give you a few of my thoughts3bout religion, etc. Plan to make a
nit e of it,s®o relax and read on. My thoughts are by no me@ams
clearly worked ouv{ - mpst of my bitterness toward ou#r Church
hgas been dulled by not thinking about ogur problems . Have become
somewhat of a ? pragmatist about religion and life, a cynic about people -
here a man's worth is determined ot by his good will or his smile or
his good looks but by what he can produce - not just one time but
consistently and under pressure. Also we are concerned abolt Why
a man does what he dowes - greed, pride, urge to make a name, publicity,
medals, looking for a piece of ass, etc. - any of these motives can
screw up an operation so it'll take 2 -3 weeks to bring it back where
it was when this guy started to work with us. Was looking around the
little theatre we have here at the men I've grown to know and - yes -
love and respect. Come from all over hell to 4his spot called Pleikug.

Many motives driving ed’ch man, some good, some not so good, some lousy.
Previous to his have been able to ignore someone I did}n!t gparticularly
like and shut him out of my life simply #because I didn't really need
him. Now the f§rules are cﬁﬁ#ﬂé@ﬁ%l I'm forced to work with these men,
read each one like a psychiatrist, examen his motives, read his
weaknesses, use his strenglths if I can, Can't ignore them anymore.
Must work with them, eat, sleep?, the whole bit. Part of the strain here.i
- why I like Saigon where I have no obligations. I need each man's
skills here in some way to help our little war out in the villages.

Some men are so weak, stupid or selfish I can't begin to use them but
most are willing to help if ghumored along. We also have some powerful
enemies who control supplies, vehicles, etc. and who have been slighted
in some way or feel that our so-called Civiw Actions is for the birds.
Many of them fee‘iﬁAhelping the Montagnard is a waste of time and

energy; misinterpret what we're doing; think we"re out for medals, etc -
wouldn't help if their lives depended onk it andg obstruck§ in every

way they can., A strange war. Fortunatlely there is usually a way

around these men and we have powerful friends of our own.
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Bfut this constant playing one man against another, ghumoring this one,
p4raising this one, more or lessg bribing a third, etc., to get our
aims is very disagreeable to me - but very necessary. Will sit down
and gexplain the reason why it beco mes necessary over the kitchen
table some day.
Wahen we find a really strong man who needs no support for his

faltering ego, who is a good man, #2s we say - then we find a real prize.
Such a man is John Watson, Bob Schultz, Jack Rudy, Lick Rahlan and a
few others we're looking over now. I coulh't care less what their
religions are, what the secret to their strength is - all I'm looking
for are strong men& who are capable of performing without some harmdg
up that will destroy their effectiveness. A very hard commodity to
come by. Ask Ed what I'¢gm talking about - he's one of these people.
I'm not looking for a superman exactlly - just a good man. Hope I
haveng't confused this by my verbiage. Know what I want to say but

\
somehow can't say it....

145 4 Sept bHa

.....4Hope I haven't changed as much as I think I have - you may
find you don't like the "new" Dan without his "niceness" as much as the
old one., We'll see. In many ways am préﬁ of myself for what I've
managed to accomplish so far but in other ways see an ugly, proud
streak in myself T don't Particularly like. Am cgaught up in a
struggle quite foreign to anything in the states - have been in Viet
Nam without a break since Januaary and can remember very little except
in a dream about how 1 behaved before this. Become angry and impatient
algmost everyday now and have to control this. Do not remember being
this way before. Much of the empathy and sympathy and gentleness 41 gonce
remember having is not apparent any more. My true personality, maybe,
is showing. Much of the ugliness that only & you saw in mem in our
house, the angry outbursts, the fruestrated angry fits I used .to control
everywhere except at home are coming more and more to 4the surface in
the form of shortnedss, frank statements, insults sometimes, etc.
Mgaybe 1'ggm more honest with people now, I don't know. Certainly I'm
more critical and less tolerant. A good man, a sincere man, evé€n a
weak man who T can help still gets my attention and help; but the
phoney or "leader".who can't cut the mustard gets my contempt and I'm
afraid 1 show it. Have discussed this already so will shtut up....

ees.1'11 telll you this" : aStrong good man like Ed Ronin or a
woman the calibre of Weezer or yourself is a damned hard thing to come
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by - treasure all of you more than you will ever know...

...Today was election dfay all over Vietna m - looks like a
shoo in for Thieu and Ky. Prob®ably for the best. We had to stay out
of the village today so the V.C., couldn't say we rigged the election.
Gow@d thing, too,since a bunch of us got stoned last nite at Hinh's
house., Had a headache that kept me up most of the nite, Also had
a drunken wre#stling match with Gnau. - turns out he wanted me to acome
to his house to drink some rice wine, give me three bows he's made and
share his food with me., I was so drunk thought he was Keck - thank
goodness Watson was able to break us up and get us out of there by
curfew time. A wild session for sure. Moral of the story = never
drink beer before, during or after rice wine = you"‘ get chpbbered
every time. Will go back Tuesday when we start the memdical visits and
repapir the harm I've done and have a good ol' hugging session, rice
wine, etc.#§ Gnau and I werwee covered with mud from head to toe and
drunk as skunks - Y/O - he's a good man and makes a good boWw. Ton
and John between them got us all sorted out and coolfed down - in short,
your seweet empathetigc, sympathetic husband $made a royal ass out of
himself. @Where's that leader you were taliking about?

...Today suffered through a horrible hangover- catilogued the bows
I bought, ate sparingly and by 2-3 PM this afternoon decided I'd live
after'all. FPeel pretty good now, my shafe is gone, got the fluids
back into me and should be raring to go by tomorrow. Tomorrow is
organization day at Spcecial Forces - we organize the medics, the medicine,
the Americans, the vehicles and like that. Hope to have a fruitful
month of trips to the various villages toa§fiain the Yards and also to
improve the health of these people. Have a few volunteers and think
as time goes on &should have a pretty good team alternatigng everyday.
The Spcecial Forces, 71st Evac people and my people are all joining in.
Hope it doesn't turn out to be a circus - don't just need warm bodies -
need good men - same-same gproblem I mentioned earldier.... '

10 Seplt '67 148 1la

..., Have had the worst emotional upset of my youg life in the last
few days. Am determinged to shake this #thing and get back tpwork but
am having one hell of a time. ~Maybe the shock of what happedned to
John is just an incidental thing - but it has made me sit @ down and
re-evaluate my life and gactivity here, the reasons for doing what we've
set out to do in the villages - even to re-evaluating my entire

philoscophy of lidfe. Find it very diffuicult somehow to communicate
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with anyone on the subject - part of the reason why you haven't re-
ceived any letters for the past few days. Want to be by 4mself, ig-
nore the world, cry real tears, go hide someg¢where. You must find
these words very strange coming from me. I'm sorry. Wish I could
convey to you somehow just how close John Watson and I and Lick
Rahlan and a few other (including Jack Rudy) have become over here,

Find myself jumping at any sudden noise, can't bring mfyself to
drive, have lost a great deal of that know-it-all self confidence I
had, All these things are new to me- am hoping I1'll soon be over them-
Am# not sure, but think once I force myself to get back to work that
I'11l forget and be myself. Am living the last few days in a very
strange wafy. Am ashamed of myself but haven't been able to shake it
as yet.

Will be leaving for Clark AB in the Phillipines tomorrow with donn.
Plan to get him settled and aimed for the States, take a feg days off
away from Viet Nam, look around the place a little - and then come
back and get to work.

In many ways I think you will find me a changed man when I get back -
as we discussed before. 1 hope not but am afraid this is so. We will
sit down, Seweetie, and talk way into the nite many times and maybe
somehew I can tell you some of my experiences - good and bad - here.
When 1 write them down they don't seem like much - but they have meant
a great deal to me and have changed# my perspective on 1life a great
deal.

My love for you and the kids and Ed and Weez and others is just
as strong - I think stronger - than before - but somehow it's a differ-
ent man who does the loving., Am afraid I'm just making a mess of the s
topic and not really saying what I want to say.

Thursday nite - the nite John Watson was run over by the tank -
was amazed how many people became involved in us. Had 5 or 6 trucks
come out to make sure I was all right - a heliocopter came and got
John., #Many of the people who have been critical of what we are doing-
suddenly demonstrated great concern., After I scrubbed in an out
4 or 5 4times while they worked on John at the 18th Surg - they toodk
me to the Officer's Club very kindly - rTejord -

- like I was a Smail chijld - made sure I ate something - Col Hullar
took me by the hand to the front of the room where he sits - sat me
down and demanded I watch §the entertainment - §it was very good
Koreans I think - he kept feeding me full of gin tonics - people all
over the room kept sending me drinks. John Ho®dgson widted to give me

cSeua
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a seda ative abut told him I was just fine. T.I.Harris took me down
to see John after the show, brought me back and took me to a good-bye
party for Bud Mehan - drank Scotch until 2-3 AM , said my good bifs
and then was carefulljy led home to bed. The next morning noone would
let me see patients - took me (Col Hullar that is ) to see @ohn

Watson again., Wandered around thefplace most of the dafy - everyone
else did the physicals except for one that I stumbled through. Then
Bob Miller, Lick and I went out to # the village - §Hlin's house =

for a sacrifice to gmake me hsis father. Bought crossbows - beautiful
ones, received a Montagnard robé from him and a bracelet - everyone
was again solicitous for ME - even #though I was okay _- JOHN was the
one who got hurt., TFeel 1like a fool even writing this down. Cdame’
back to see John - gave him the crowwbow and bracelet and rice wine and
fruit that Hlin had given me. Broke up a little when I saw John in
such pain - made an ass of myself again.

John Hodgson got me TDY orders to go with John iYesterd;y - think
everyone is glad to get rid of me. Can see how an alcobolic will turn
to drink to gforget - will have to watch myself the next f¥ew mo nths.
A1l I can think of right now are guys like John Value, Frank Doyal
and some of the other good men who started to drink heavy towsards the
end of their to®urs here. Can see all the symptoms in myself. When
I get back from the Ph@llipines wil1ll just put my head down and plow
ahead with the work.,..

,,,,, am very sorry %have made this letter full of so many "I's" -
Needed to talk to someone and this has helped . Am slowly getting my
thoughts squared away - have many guilt §feelings I'¢§m sure about John's
accident that I must come to terms with yet but will in time...

19 Sept la 149 '67

...Am very sorry for all the lousy letters I‘ve been sending.
Would like to review my activities since John's accident #if I may.
That was Thursday 7 Sept about 6:00 Pm on the way back from gPlei Brel
in the muddy, bumpy roads. He was run over by a tank as you know.
That sounds like a simple statement but cannot remember every falling
apart like I did that time. Put a new premium on what we are trying
to do. Have had to sit down and re-evalutate the whole thing. If I
can bore you a little would like to expand on that...

...T#he Montagnards are incrediblky dirty, worm ridden, unhealthy
pecple who's life expectancy is 35 years. They live in mud, have no
latrines, drink rice wine that by any standards is pretty horrible =~

A Tl
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their food is good but tgggige taste buds are quite different., They
take filth, mud and gmbugs for granted and, consequently, they're in all
the fowl, beds, etc. Those that survive this atmosphere are tougher
than hell but small and really quite weak over the long haul in spite
of their beautiful torsos, heavy muscular shoulder, legs and back.,
Tghey have great pride, honesty and integrity and love with an intensity
that over powers me. In spite of this they havew+e remained back
somewhere in the late Stone Age for r#easons still obs#cure fto me,
That they can and want to learn new things has been demonstrated many
times to me, Witness Lick Rahlan who ha#s advanced centuries andj}
literally ages in his short 33 years. And ther€are many 9 more.

Once committed to a caurse they attachk it with enthusiasm, It's
getting them to want ftqéhange that's the difficult thing to do.

So why gdo I feel I want to worfk with these gpeople at all? Why
not just sit here on the base and wait for my DEROS like most of the
men here do? There's plenty of things to do here, Haveng'™ read more
than one book since I've been here. Time and Life are work to me. My
medical reflexes are dulled now because they are not constantly honed
by difficult medical problems.

I'd like to write out some of my gthoughts for %;O%ut mostly for me,
The Montagnards are caufght in a historical struggle not of their
gnaking, one which they don't understand or even care about. One
system of thought - not entirely evil - called Communism - more speci-
fically Chinese or Asiatic Communism is seeking to take over South-
east Asia simply because by doing so it can survive, get the riches that
are here - heal its wounds, feed it's belly, and amass ®wealth and re-
sources to continue its planned expansion beyond the limits of Asia -
first to India, Australia, Phillipines and the islands - and eventually
' ipemrh AMERICA AND Central America. The softening up process is going
fon in these places right now. Africa is also somewhere on this time
table. Eventually the U,S. will be isolated enough and%Z China and
friends strong enough for an even confrontation - the oriental is not
concerned that this will take a long time. - he thinks in terms of
centuries, generations - $his concern is instinctively this way. We
think in terms of :ourselves, our parents and children - 10 years, 20
years, etc. He %thinks in terms of centuries, movements of nations,
there is a flow of peoples, not of families, etc. in his fthinking.
(This will be disjointed - am getting interrupted frequently again.
Hope you don't mind this len gthy discussion but would like to

review my thought on paper. You, as usual, get the brunt of 4it. -

THANKS)
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Okay, the Montggnards are merely a pawn in this struggle. And

they are t’o!tally unequipped to contend with it., They deal on the
one hand with a very well thought out philosophy of guerrila warfare,
terrorism, dishonesty, etc., from the "Viet Minh" as they call them.
The struggle is unequal since the Viet Min®h have a world- wide
philosophy, a very wefl thought out method, a vastly superior intek
4lectual foundation from which to work. The Montagnard sees his village
or groups of villages - and, at best, the Montagnard nation or FULRC..
He is intensely loyal to these things but can see very little else.
The flow of world forces, Communism, Democracy, Capitalism, etc. mean
almost.nothing to him. Men like Lick Rahlan with my and others
constant coaching are seeing the light a litttle but the going is rough.
There is no historical background such as we have had - he is still
not sure whmeere Europe and America even are much less anythingﬁguir
culture, history ,etc., except wh§at I've been able to give“him. And
he's just one very intelligentt Montagnard who would be a fantastic
genius if he had all my advantages. [Lven now he knows 6 differnent
languages quite fpluently and soaks up knowledge like a sponge. {His
sharp eyes don't miss a thing. Gave him a large map of Southeast
Asia and he's devoured it like a dog with a steak.

iside friom the fact that 1 would probably have become involved with
these people anyway, always must be kept in mind that we have been
sent ¢g€yiet Naam to fight a war. A lousy dirty war. OCne that we
are not allowed to win outright for whatever reason. Mostly we are
trying to stop the sdwanee advance of Communism, a containment war., We
are trying to give the South Vietnamese time and strength and just enough
security to build a nation - a na tion founded on an oriental version
of democracy. Whether or not it will work I cannot say - nor is it my
job really to decide whether or not we are doing it right. My opinion
is that we are doing the best we can in this lousy situation we
blundered into.

T#his struggle we've gotten into is a great nuissance to us, we
lose a lot of money and good men like Tee Hitchcock and others. It's
grim for us and our loved ones back in the states, For the Montagnards.,
it threatens them with #extinction same-same American Indians. So -
good riddance! possibly that's the facts of the matter. And maybe it
would be best to just say that and let them all go to hell, If we
could, that is.

The problem is that, even if I felt this way, to leave them as they

are is to invite the Viet Minh to step into the vaccuum - as they have
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done in Plei Wau, Plei Bong Bao, Plei Monu and elsewhere where we used
to go. (Greek's and 1Pappy Yoacum's villages across from Camp
Halloway) And then we have another Dien Bien Phu here at Pleiku and
and the Viet Minh win another round. So, you say, so what? This is
what - we'll just have to draw the line somewhere else - Thailand,
Burma, Indfia, Austrazlia perhaps - Phillipines, etc. and start all over
in another unconventional war not of our choosing. We're set up here -
have poured billions a day into Viet Nam to get set up so why not
fight it here?

I said unconventicnal war®. That's the name of the game. We call

it Civic Action for want of a better name - actually no one has the
rule book on it - maybe we should use Mao as our model - his methods
seem to work the best. Unfortunately we are a nation with a public
conscience and must do everything morally including killing Montagnards,
etc. The Mao followers have no such limitation. But we can use his
other metho®ds and I think we'e doing that little by 1¢ittlé as we

gain experience.

So we're stuck with a primitive, dirty, disesase infested, ignorant
but honest a nd genuinely loyal people whm are under terrible life
and death pressures from both sides. I have chosen far one reason or
other - as I'm sure you or #d or Weez would lhavq}to work with these
people, Have quit the give-away program , the one-stogp "Medcap"
prog#ram, Have chasen instead te essentially live with these people -
to widen our perimeter with friendship, if you will, instead of the
phony give-away. The crossbosws, the looms, the informal English-
Jarai (11:45 Pm now) lessons, the medics we are training and have
trained, the trips to Saigon with Lick, the many discussuions I have had
prith Ton, Tick #angd others - all these are an attempt to bring these
people up to date, to help them compete in the wyold of today. Why
the effort? - To seal off locally at least the Ho Chi Minh Trail, if
you will. '

Is risking my life even a little bit # on a voluntary basis worth
it? I think it is. I know that sounds like a very poor decision to
you aﬁimaybe it is. But, damn it , sweetie - life has to be lived =
not foolhardily like a race drgiver or a circgus daredevil - but with
all the proper precautions. 4Bjut I feel very strongly that what I
have started must be continued - and by me as long as I am here,

H¥ave thought long and hard bout this - gfor a long time as you
can maybe guess, Someday I1'll tell you about the aggony - yes, that's

the word - of indecision aﬂfquestionging I've been through since John's
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accident, Suffice it to say it' been a long 10 =12 days - maybe I've
grown up 4 a bit in these few days. Can tell you this is the first
time I've been able to talk to you or anyone about what I've been
thinking. Do not feel personally that strongly against Communism
or for Capitalism., Do feel very strongly against totalitarianism, -
or slavery and very strongly for freedom. Revere my right to speak
my mind a nd live my life as I see fit as I have never done 4before.
Never again will my Church or anyone or any influence deny me the right
to do or say what I feel is right.

4In the same way that I hold very sacred my freedom as a person,
a thinking, independently acting person - in that same way I have
espoused the problem of the Montagnard, the Negro, or anyone else who
is denied this right for wha€tever reason. For this same reason I hate
Communism with a passion and love democracy with the same passion.
For the first time I realized the importance of a vote when the Montag-
nards - to & man - voted in the last election for the candfﬂateq of
their cheice., Watching Lick Rahlan champiop his people has made me
realize haow important one man can be if he takes the trouble and h#as
the courage to take the trouble - in heglping his people. And
Lick Rahlan has six children - and lives under the daily threat of
viYyolent death from many sources. Yet he has the guts to carry on.
Asked what his religion is by John and myself - he stated very
succinctly: - "The Monfagnards, my family, my work, to help the
Montaganards," 144 buy that for a more impressive religion than
half the Christians I know.

Have gotten very carried away in this letter. Will get my R & R
orders off to you tomorrow morning so you can use them in buying
your ticket. I hope you don't judge gtoo harshly what I have said. Am
still very ccenfused about myself, - and not a little chicken about
the whole thing. Hope you understand Wha t I'm going through. If you
don't will be #very sad and disappeinted.... !

24 Sept '67 150 1a
.Catch myself thinking more and more of home and less and less

of the job here lately. My magin prablem is finding sameone acceptable
to the Montagnardsl, to ’replace myself and{ the others working with
me. Do not want to suggest that I am irreplaceable in any sense, as

Jack Rudy was not irreplaceable. The problem is finding sameone or Some

people who are willing to become totally involved in the problems out
there, live with the people, etc. - even when it gets to be work and

the novelty wea#rs off., Simply stated - must find some people who get

|
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the message that friendship with these people secures the perimeter
from attack. <Lacking this, we get mortareed instead of Halloway or
Pleiku or the like. Enough of this...

28 April 1984

I must take some time out to reflect on what I wrote so many years
ago. No doubt I had come face to face wh#i th a new freality. Death.
Death by vi%olence. I was not really prepared for it. Up till now
life had been one challenge affter another. Sort of God's Providence
working its wonders with me. Now I had John Watson's"death"to deal
with, even though he was not dead, %fon¥ly maimed for life. I had led
him into the situation where he could die, as Jack Rudy had also led
me. But I was a mature man - albeit a dreamer wanting to fulfuill
myself with a cause btigt had succ@hhbed to his charisma. That was
my indievidual problem that Jack and I would come to terms with some
day. John Watson wammws a yofung m¢an whom I ahad4 lured in%o the
MCntagnard villages when 1 was absoclutely alonﬁb and in need of a
companioen. That he fell in love with the Montaganards and the
"cause" was an accident. #That I wa®$ the reason for his imgnvolvement
in the first place, I felt acutely that I should be guilty. Thank
God he does not feel %that way today, or so he says. I also feel
that I let him dowms in not reading the "signs" in the front gate
by the shchool yard and lost control of the vehicl® (Charlie Brown
lost the tie rod somehow asg we went through the entrance/exit in
spite of the fact we were warned against going that way by the bam=-
bocoo sifgns on the rode).

Afi:ter Jgohn's accident @ T came unglued. As T have allud¢ed@
to in my letters, "Who the hell gives a shit about the fMontagnards?"
It's one thing to go out there mqysetlf for my personal reasons - puttinl!é
at risk my family without a father on some hair-brained adventure
as described - securing the Montaganard villages from the Vief-Minkh
by the force of one man's personality. It's another to involve men
wheopre assigned a job in the d@ispensary as corpsmen or P.J.'s as
rescueing downed flyers or even Air Evac personnel{ or even supply |
men or Air police in a clandestined mission (tot§lly distinct from their |
stated reason to be in Pleiku) . I felt responsible for talking
them or even inspiring themT%o g%ﬂ%ﬂ:to the villages. I needed to find
a philosopjhy of why they should go o%ut with me. The narrative agbove
is an attempt to do this so I would not be guiglty of a &rime that
I could not live with. By the same¢¥ token, if I could not find a
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valid reason for"my men" to go out to the villages, why did I feel

I should go out and run the risk of not coming back to my wife and
family? Thus the discussion and reasoning above. In gretrospects,
the reasonging is not bad. Remember, always, I had promisgsed Jack
Ru#dy that I would be faithful to my promise to do what I could for
the Montagnards, I do not like to go back on my word, once given,

I was learning new depths of my own fear and what courage was, )

24 Sept '67 (cOnt) 150 5a (ocont)

Want very badly to t@ék to you about my problems in depth but
have, frankly, been afraid to alarm you. We all weigh our words home
very carefully here so the thought of immenent danger isn't alggways
in your minds. I think this is as it should be. We ourselves are
not constantly, at least consciously (perhaps sugbconsciodﬁy) aware
off the danger here. To deny there is an ugly war going on would be
rédiculous. To deny we are slam bang in the middle of it would also
be reédiculous. It is gour constant companion here - like booze to
an alcoholic, or the color of his skin to a Negro. The contrast between
Clark AB and Pleiku AB is simply astounding. No words I can use would
deﬁ%ibe it., At Pleiku we live with death, wounded, danger and this
lousy war., Every Vietnamese or Montagnard could be t he enemey - even
my sonms Ton and Hlin could be pressured enough to become the enemy -
aljthough I feel more safe with them and TLick than with anyone else.

My first reaction at John's accident was bewilderment and profound
rfﬂief - the worst I have ever experienced - the next reaction was
disPgust with this war that has brought us here and ca n cause a thing
like this to such a good man - wanted to drop the whole thing and
hide somewhere - suffered guilt, pain and deep @mpathy all in one. After
seeing John safely on his way to th4e States a new emotion came over me
which_I}'m not at all proud of - FEAR. I got cold feet, quite simply.
Especially when I arrived and found out Tee Hitchcock had been gunned
down in & planned terrorist action down in Pleiku., I've knowh fear
before many times here as I'll s discuss when I see you - but this was
a new kind - sort of a superstitious fear like the Negroes have when
people close to them die or get hurt.

This is why 1 didn't write for so long - did'nt know how to tell you
this and yet wanted to very badly. Have now sufficiently regcovered
to go back to work again - must do the job in front of me - more cau-
tiously perhaps - but still it must be done. Have had to dig deep to
find faith in God's Divine Providence and am still a 1little shakey

in that department. Your letter of the 15th helped more tha,

you wiy}
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ever appresciate. Will not be foolhardy, sweetie - plan to get bachk

to you people - but feel I have a definite job to do that needs doing
very! badly - and we're damned short of people will ing to do it. 1In
fact, a few of us sat down and counted up the men we can rely on an

it comes to 10 men = out of 2,700 men on this base! Col Hullar feels
verjy strongly that we are the reason the airbase has not been hit -
because awe are contributing in many ways to the goed of the Montagnards
and consequently they return the favor by keeping the "Viet Minkh"

away from us, I feel that this is true also. There ain't no jmedals
here, however,. Most of the things we do are illegal or not mention-
able. We have attracted a lot of notice regarding our "civic action
methosds" from 7th Air Force - it looks like I'm going to be asked to
write an article about what we do - the "agive-away" civic action has
had little or no success elsewhrere and the so called "Med-cap"

missions all over Viet Nam have done nothing but get a ;pt pf 3ibjocot
let of publicity for the doctors and a lot of medicine for htrhe V.C.
who come in right after the Medcap teams leave,

«es.e..JOope what T have said hasn't alarmed you. Think you have guessed
this much already' anyway. Have always wondered how I would respond

tc fear - am not proud of my first reaction but think I've learned
something about myself. Please pray for my faith in God. Courage is
something very different thant I thout it was. It's no fun at all.
Quite simply it's the ébility to handle fear. And the amount of courage
is in direct proportion to the amount of fear you have. Do I make any

sense?

16 Cet '67n 151 a

.. Yesterday (siunday ) was a two bracelet day. Tow sacrifices
complete with rice wine a on my bare feet, incantations, etec.
Bill Fulton, Steve Charles and John Hodgson also got themselves ini-
tiated. One was at Til's house - turns out he was the old chief before
Ton - and apparently will be the chief again someday - they have
elections periodically in the villages - something I was unaware of.
Pfrom just myself and John Watson we have grown to 5 - 6 men who are
willing able to go out and odo good work in the villages. Was worried
for awhile about having a replacement - can relax now . The crossbow
industry is also ouut of my hands now - and this is a good thing.
Have a few pangd of possessiveness about the projects that I've
worked on going out of my hands - much like a parent hates to see a
child grow up and leave the home, I suppose.l

For the record, had the following people out at Plei Brel yester-

b |
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day: Bill Fulton, Steve Charles, Jolhn Hodgson (doctgor), Lou
Bracey (medidc), T.ee Ignatowitz (medic), Browman (medic- flight),

Chunn (air-evac medic), Dave Berrio (P.J. medic), Rusty Shields ( Maj.-
munitions expert), Ken Roberts (Tt- munitions), Sue JFinche( friend of
Blers - Red Cross), Marsha Ness «(Red Cross - not related to Mary HNess
Becchetti), and 2 others I don't even know who came along for the

ride., We spread all over the villages. - Plei Brel, Plei Sork,

Plei Phung, Plei Kep.

Tomorrow is the big day (today actually - Monday) - all the people
of Pelei Brel got together and bought a large water buffalo from the
Vietnamese - will have a asacrifice today, for the upcoming harvest
of rice. It started yesterday with all kinds of gong playing, ritual
dancing a nd fighting. ( HIng ended up with a wicked cut under his
left eye from his ritual fight with another man.) Tuckily i'm working
the dispensary so don't have to get smashed today - wull go out
Roi Dua (Tuesday) and join in the festivities (rice wine d;indking)
l.ooks 1like a blast is in the making....

20 Cct '67

«...Am glad you had agood time in Hawaii - I did too as you know.
But have been strangely sad and depressed since I came back. It's
not the villages exactly - have gotten into the swing of things again.
It's not the fact that much of the work has been taken out of my hands,
Got almost a royal recption in the villages when I got back - very
embarrassing....

«..1f you don't mind, would like to philosophise for a moment, Have
received a large amount of notoriety lately - articles written aboutme
(Tord knows where they will appear - or even if they wil,l appear) = #
much conversation blowing me up to be quite a hero. I would be a
fool not to be pleased - but be sides that am confused by it all.
Somehow am losing control of the situation - am being caught up in a
abig Civic Action thing - by "fbaby" is growing up. We have:good
men whe have taken the ball and run with it ( today Steve Charles,

ILick and Bob Miller took off for Plei Brel and Plei Sor and I don't
even lhave a vehicle to ogo out with). We've had a wild week of it

as you can gather from the lack of letters. Have spent every waking
moment either out in the villages or talking about them. The enthusiasm
is tremendous and very gratifyoing but the "good o0l' days" are gone
forever.

Somelhow I've been truck in the role of a seer full of know-
ledge about these people - what 1 say is weighed carefully and the same




42. Jack Rudy (cont() 20 Oect '67 151 3z (cont)

brain picking prjfocess I used on Jack Rudy goes on in reverse now.
That's ofkay. But somehow I feel ilike the horse that is put out pto
stud....

6 Nov '67 161 la

...The only way I can get some solitude was take a walk with my
hand radio around the base. As it was r&n into a group of guys at
beilletting who wanted to talk Cgivic Action. Andy Comeau just extended
for 6 months - makes his DEROS a year from now. Wouldn't do that on
a bet! Most of these kids extending are experiencing a challenge for
the first time and have nothing to go back to the states for. Tfhey are
not married generally and have more time in the service to spend any-
way. They don't want to get stuck on some base like Sheppard AB
gpulling details and wasting their time so they're extenfina.

Jack Rudy is coming back at some undertermined time = he wrote
Lick Rahlan that. Will probably go to Kontum as his base. “Would
guess he'll be working for the CTA in some capacity. This should help
thek Montagnard a let. If I can get him hooked up with Jim Morris,
they would make a good t}eam....
+...Had a suckling pjig sacrificed for us at Lick's house yesterday.
Still.have my cough (same-same Sophomore year Med school - remember?)
- coughed so much Lick ordered me to bed. Am beginning to really dislike
pthe taste and smell of rice wine. Can'st seem to find my appetite.
Bill Fulton ordered 2 poached eggs on toast for me at MaCV - dtasted
just great! Think I'11 live on soft foods for awhile when I get back.

170 3a 17 Nov '67 ~

...Kay a&says people are amazed at how primitive the Yards look in
these pictures I've sent home. Am beginning to realize how different
things are here forom stateside, Harde to describe. Guess I'll have
to take some pictures so my word pictures will make sense. an't'
think I will ever forget what it's like here - but have resigned myself
to never being able to convey my jmemories to other people.

My good friend Jack Rudy has gotten bored with 1life as Assistant
Distfrdct Attorney in Wash. D.C. f and is coming back to Pleiku-Kontum
in some CIA role. Another good friend - John Watson +- is starting to
walk again after 2 months since his tank accident - He also wants to
come back. A retired Speci al Forces man has just come back as a USAID
man, Don't think this will happen to me - but have to admit there's a
challenge here like few other places...

174 1a 22 Nov '67

..Don't like this going alone bit at all. Swympathize with
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what you are going through. This is some of what I went through

when John Watson was run over and then Lee Hitchcock murdered., Learned
for the first time what cowardice- fear- courage is. That #was the
time T wandered: all over Qhui Nhon like a lost soul, Clark #AB and
back here. Damned near fell apart at that time. Have had a much more
sober second half of my tour than the first half. And believe it or
not, have been much more careful also. Have no intention of winning
this war - in fact, to win this war millitarily at this time would

be a great tragedy for these people. Our pulling out would just

lepve thel Montagnards to the mercy of the Vietnamese again before

they are ready to cope with the new struggle. Give them 5 - 10 4 more
years and we'll have some educated Montagnards who: can read and write;
have a broader knowledge of world affairs; have medics, lawyers and
teacher; a cottage industry, etc. The reason I am so iﬁ%olved here,
Ssweetie, is that there are damned few people who want or can get
involved. We''ve hit on a Civic Action formula that works Hut it's
damned hard to sell to an IBM 2#Jj machine or to a career diplomat who
likes numbers, quantities, etc +to use in Washington DC. I had to
list' the good men working with me yesterday for Col Hullar and my
opening statement was, "Sir, we have a lot of them now." I then found
myself hard pressed to squeeze 10 names out of my memory! And thast's
out of nearly 3,000 men. Granted it's better tnan when Jack Rudy was
here and he was quite literally the Lone Ranger. But we have Gen'l
Momyer's official blessing complete with letters of commendation mention-
ing the crossbow industry, etc., specifically. We've got publicity ¢« .
coming out our ears now. Am told I got another spread in% the Stars
and Stripes the other day (haven't seen it yet.),,50.¢

181 1b 4 Dec '67

...Apparently I will be an authority on Vietnam because I'm here.
The only trouble is that there is no authority on Vietnam. I have
my opinions and have certainlhy talked the subject to death hére with
everyone, (me thing T am an authority on - and that's the Montagnard
problem, I take my hat off to very few jpeople on that subject. You
will hear me mouth off many times until you're sick of it - p’lan to
tell a few war stories in the bargain,.

Went to 2 new villages with Lick yesterday. Got a wonderful
reception (mostly because 1 was with Lick and the school teacher frmom
Plei Blang 2.) Also got very drunk as usual., Was tempted to write
another drunken letter to you last nite but have learned from experience

that's not the most wonderful thing I can do. Danger? - no sweat.
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TLick is the most careful, knowleddgeable man in the world up here in
his country. Iet me telll you a little about Lick Rahlan,

He's 31, haps 2 wives and 6 children. I've mentioned before all the
languages he speaks, Heas and still is chief of 32 Montagnared villages
near Plei Kly - Plei Me. He cmman't live there because the Vietnamese
fear his influence and forbid him to live in a Montagnard village
ever, I have witnessed very often his powere among his kpeople. Just
a gesture or a short 3 syllable quiet command sends Montagnards
scurrying in all gdirections. His word is absolute - noone wquestions
it - even Ton who is a chief in his own right. I have not seen anyone
speak roughily or argue with % him. - even the Vietnamese around
Pleiku treat him with respect although we both know they would stab
him in the back given a chance. Any Vietnamese who hurt Lick around hre
here and was identified would have to contend with a numﬁ%r of black=-
pajamaed Montagnards or leave the area,

And kyet this man is an infant in Saigon. Tooks around like Alice
in Wonderland., Hangs on to me like Kaela - never takes the initiative.
In fact he won't even walk by my side but walks behind me! wherever
we go. After one week of this I was beginning to wonder if I wasn't
overestimat ing him - until yesterday. Somewhere between the Air Base
and a-Montagnard village our roles reverse. From an obedient, ignorant
native who speaks poor English and says "yes, sir" and speaks when
spoken to on the base - he grows 5 feet and takes on all the airs of
an all-wise, decisive, kindly but strickgt Montagnard Jesus. Out roles
are reversed., I don't make a move without checking Lick's eyes. These
roles are wegll understood by both of us but #we've never discussed
thsis openly. He knows and understands me - laughs at my stupidity annd
my attempts to speak, think, act and eat like a Montagnard. He's
given up on me ever learning to speak Jarai very well - laughs at my
pantominge language and says, "You want to vomit now?" after 3 or 4
levels of rice wine. We are good friends. After I get home will ex-
plain fully what that means here in this ugly little war we have.
Reminds me of the last of the Mohicans story I read a long time ago.

The chewing out you gave me after the Plei Koteng episode was mild in
compariason to the criticism ﬁhe deferentially gave me when he found out
I went without him. He was very upset to say the least.

#Picked up 7 more bracelets yesterday from Lick's house, He ﬁas
about 100 pecple living on his property - they've pitched a big tent
in his back yard. Maybe I'll write Hilton and see if we can get him
a hotel. OSeems the bigger we buuild his house, the more people come to
see him and ask his advice. That was a good R & R for Lick also in
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Tomorrow I pick up 3 more Monatagnards from our villages and take
them to Special Forces to befgin their training as medics. At least
we'lll leave that as something perma nent. While in Saigon, Lick and
I discussed in detail the Montagnard dilemma - a shadow government called
the FULRO with everygman in it an outlaw in his own country - hiding
out in Cambodia. And no peace in the highlands (rou}ghly 1/3 - 1/2
of the area of this little country)until and unless Thieu and Ky come
to terms with Y-Bham (Preg¢sident of FUTLRC - a Rhade).and his men.

§Until Thieu and Ky can demonstrate some honesty and strength, the Mon
tagnards will not come into @@tive cooperation with them. They are not
V.C. or "indégenous Vietnames" (as the newsment are so fond of calling
them) but Montagnards with 5 fully equipped, well trained divisions,
excellent leadership, great suspicion towards the 1l "Viet ¥inh" ( No —
Vietnamese), the V.C. # and the So. Vietnamese. They don't particularly
like the U.S. either or the French. Except always the Sﬁqual Forces
and some mavericks like myself, Jack Rudy and others.

The tgrougeble is that these 200 odd peop and men like Lick
(totals may be 2,000 men who can read and write) have many porblems.
They must bring the Montaganard people from the 2nd or 3rd century to
the 20th centruy, fight a war coming at them from all sides and play
their cards with supernatural wisdom not to get vitimized and crushed
by any one or all of their enemies., Soon our war with the No Vietnamese
will be over - at most 1-? years - probably sooner from the looks
fof things here. At that time the Montagnards will have had to make
their deal &lready or Thieu or Ky will simply turn their war makckhine
on the Montagnards and overpower$ them (probably one of the bloodiest
wars in history - my bet.)

gThe V.C. problem apparently is taking carﬁe of itself in the del‘ta.
Their organization is crumbling, the Chieu Hoi program is working, the
North Vietnamese have had to step in openly to man their dwin@ling
ranks and staff theirfheadquarters, etc. We're winning slowly but sure-
ly that war and everyone here is beginning to see an end in sight. Not
tomorrow, mind you. But given 3 or 4 more goes like Dak To and the
punch will be out of the Viet Minh. They've reached ogver 2,000 body
count now for the .No Vietnamese and they haven't finished yet. And
that's the pride of their Army - led by Giap himself....

veeesb@ ...Tick is a Christian this month for Christman( will be
a Buddhist for Tet, I'm sure - also has a sacrifice to his gods every !

now and then just to keep everyone happy - can't take any chances,
you know,) Anyway - gave him the box for his kids - there is akery '
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happy family tod?? because of itees.s

191 1a 20 Dec '67

..Had a good time at Hlin"s house yesterday. All the people
involve were out there - Bill Fulton, Bob Miller (wgho leaves in
abgout 8 days) , T.I. Harris, Paul Hawkings, Dave Berrio (who's over T
his bout of malaria now), TLick Rahlank, {Hlin, Hmyar, Hiur, Tun(Ton)
Ih, Kyl, Hjun, Lee Ignatowicz, John Batey, and K8 3 or 4 more that came
to look on., Also Hlar - Plei Sor's chief. We} had a drunken good
time - a go¢ing-away party for Bob Miller.

Have decided to go to Tokyo after all - when I come back will
go dogwn to Saigon with Hlin, Tun, Hmyar and Tick along with Bill
Fulton and Paul Hawkins, Have been invited by #Col Hullar to exp lain
Civic Action to the new general coming in ., That ought ﬁ'to be some-
thing. Have never talked to a general before,

Went to bed at 8:00 Pm and slept }tlll 7:00Am thls morning to
give this rack of skin and bones of mime a chance to catch up. Feel
good today. Am on call until tomorrow at ?Doon. ¢Will make this

«sessHave a sacrifice to go to tomorrow afternoon. at Anao‘'s
house., He's the original little ol' bow maker that Jack Rudy started
with. He and Hluce, Hnuch and Plo have a pig and rice wine sacrifiece
scheduled for me and ILee Ignatowicz. Suspect a few others wifll be
present as well. Can see it now. Will be one party after another till
I leave,

....nded up seeing about 10 patients - thriving practicge I
have. Last one was a very special private patient of me¢ine - Col Hullar,
-&my father figure over here. Can add another name to those I admire
very much along f with......Honored me with an in¥itation to have a
beer with him in his quarters tonite. Another all nite bull session,
no doubt. Will try to keep my opinions on a conersational level =
but will probably end up mouthing off again - he usually eggs 'me on
with his eternal questions.

S5till haaving a great dea$l of trouble liking the Vietnamese in
spite of the fact things are improv@#ing betweeen them and jthe Montag-
nards. Their evident idislike for us, their basic philosophy of stealigng
and lying as long as they steal and lie outside of their family, their
cruelty toward each other - directly contraﬁ’to the Montagnard pfeople-
all these make me furious, They are also next to impossible to examén
or treat, The Vietnamese mommasans come in with their stomach aches,
etc., and want treatment yet won't even let you see their bellies

without & huge amount of struggling, grabbing at my hands, puflling up
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up their clothing, etc., And yet they'll turn right around and sell
their bottoms at the drop of a pieastre. As far as I'j§m concerned
wouldn't miss never laying eyes again on one of these conniving,
stealing, lying hypocritcal people for all of their sad strdies, Sorry
to blast off but haven't canged my mind about these people one #bit
since I got here., And, by the way, am still as much in favor of the
Montagnards as 1 every was. We got 44 Yards on the base now and they'
work circles around the Vietnamese - who are eternally picking wptheir
nese or their ass, standing around, sleeping or doing anything but
work. The Yards won't even take their allottted one hour for lunch -
just eat their sandwich or rice and head right back to work. All I
get are rgave reviews from the men (G.I's) working with them - eventu-
ally should get rid of all the Vietnamese and replace them with half
the number of Montaganards and we'll get ®twice or 3 times the work done/.

15 Jan '6g 201 1a ' N

«...Got in Friday nite about 9:00 Pm. After taking Lick home

witent to bed. Saturday - wwent out with Berrio andBrian Riel ( a
dentist from Qhui Nhon who has done wonderful things with the Viet-
namese up and dgown the coast - came up here to see if he can pick up
some tips on working with thgese people. A godod man to have along.
‘fhe Yards love him. Another Jack Rudy. Went to Hnuch's house for the
sacrifice he kept insisting he was going to have for me. As usual,
he'gd forgotten all about it. Ended up instead at Huir's house in
Plei Sor - could only take about 8 levels of rice wine before I quietly
fell asleep. By the time they took me home about 8 - 9 o'clock was
fairly sober¥. Stuck to coffee and water once I got back ande felf
pretty good this morning. Went out «fto & Hing's house today for a
sacrifice - not for me but for GIR who's been gone for about 2 weeks
working for the Special Torces, When Hing discovered that I'm leaving
in ¥ 4 days, he was really upset - wants to have a sacrifice {or me but
told him I won't have time. Also took in a sacrifice at Hluce's house
and then came home by 5:00 Pm - went right to bed - was awakened by mu-
sic at 9:00 Pm from the Cfficer's Club. Have been drinking coffee and
Pepsi ever since. Got 2 hot shower and 2 new set of clothes and feel
pretty good right now except I'jm hungry.

You can't believe how nice people have been to Me here. Everyone
takes very good care of me and someone is always with me to make sure
I get back okay, get my sleepk, remember my cameral), etc. It's tough
to say goodbye to the Montagnards and tougher yet to say goodbye to the

people T'gve come to know here on the base. Charley Brown left on R&R
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dyesterday so said Pgoodbye to him., Bob Shultz is gone, Jim Hawkins
has left. And, Sweetie, would you believer 1 have only 4 more days
in Pleiku? Probably this letter and one or two more and then therem
won't be any reascn to write because I'll beat them home!

Hpave a saerrfice to go to at Anaow's house tomorrow - if he remem-
bers, These people are celebrating thweir New Year's now and have
been on a steady drunk for the last 2 weeks. My going away is just
another excuse to have some more rice wine., Tuesday is the bifg
Asacrifice at Hlin's house - §Col Hullar, myself, Bill Fulton, Lick,
Hlin, Hmyar, Huir, Kil, Ton, Hinh, Jun, - everyone is apparently going
to be ther& It's a good idea - that way 1 can have my blast and pass
out and call it a tour. Wednesday I have to go to Lick's house for
a final gsacrifice and then it's home, sweetie, Ache all over and
am shaking as I write in anticipation. .... :

202 17 Jan '68 1a b

Well, it's coming to anyend. Had my big sagcrifice at Hlin's
house today - 14 jugs of rice wine - one from each of the men there.
Col Hullar, Iick, Ton, Major Paul Hawkines, Berrio, Roy Worthington,
$lee Ignatowicz, Hlin, Hmyar, Hinh, Huir, Xil, Karr, Jun, even Agleo
from Plei Koteng, Bill Fulton, T.I. Harris, Ralph Nagle (new man I$'ll
tell you zbout sometime) - all kinds of strangers - also Brian Riel,
Prank Barnett (he'll put me up in Cam Rhan from Friday till Sunday when
I leave here,_) Got drunk and was taken home by John Hoddgson and
Steven Charles, Slept from 5 PM till 11 Pm and have been drinking
coffee ever since., Have been asked my opinions about Viet Nam, the
Montagnards, etc by generals, colonel, T.C.'s, Majors, Captains, EM'sf,
ad nauseam. They appear to think I know something about this thing.
I know cnly one thing for sure - I'm sick andwy 4 tired of the whole
thing. Want tc go home very badly and be with you and the kids.
Maypbe I'm just tired period. But can generate very little enthusiasm
for anything remotely related to this lousy war. I'gm all for "flower
power." Maybe when I get away from here, i'll miss it but think it'll
take a lecng time.

«.../m wwearing this jacket I.received from Hlin today. It's
beautiful. They say that if I sleep with this jacket on, then I can
talk to them and they will hear me. Also Hlin gave me the family
gaung = level = that you measure the rice wine you drink with. A very
special gift - like giving the family silver away.

«...Tomorrow is Lick's sacrifie for me and Thursday is Ton's blast
and then I'm through! Hurray! Was going to leave Thursday but
Yon wa
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Ton was broken hearted when he learned I was going to leave without
giving him a chance for a sacrifice. 0Oh well. That'll be the end,
though. No more., May be a teetotaler when I get back home.....






