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•1 ,; v1 <.lout O pPo r l e is 211 . First j<.-y of work toda y . Doesn ' t 
l oo.k 1 ike mu ch worK: deman·i P - ' Pt . ':li J 1 gn out to a. mont agna.rd vi 11 &.ge 
Sa.turde;y and 1 ook ct r Liunl . )o n ' t worry , it ' s sr.. f e . /Jn go i ng out with a Capt. 
Jc.ck Rudy who ' .~ /:c be:;n lit~r,, for ~.llou t 7 - 1 mos . Is a. btbg chief a.mong 
these vj llc:igers . ,~ctu<.:i.11y lH: ' s a f, ci wyer but helps these people with thei r 
probler..s . 'Ie ' worJ.. ine to [et them 0 ome independence from these bastare 
Vietnamese •... 

, .... "The b i g disB<.~pprintrrJcnt so f·r is thcit it looks like I ' m not 
going t o be overwhelmingly busy - ti.rie will d r at; . Maybe when I get involved 
in t11e v j l lt:tt.:;es th inrs w j 11 improv;:i « 1 i ttl e . rr·.tybe I ca n ge t the BI·C 
to contribute ome medicj ne once in a \vhile ... " 

?'=l Je;n ' 67 
.•.. . any thin13s T ' i,- ' "'tl 'Ill one since rl]y la.st l0tt P1" , .'ilJ. try 

to c.a tin» t.L1J-' l1i , r..:L' now 1J 0 r ce it slips E1way . JJTJ very tired 
no sleep since Fri - S~t nite ' s cleep 

'#ent to "1 '.-'ontae;mJr:l vi l J <';ge yest erday ,, bout noon to see th e old lady . 
lio f ou l:B ofm ne but she ' s 1ve l J now . Went with Jack Rudy - t:he Judge 
.h.d voc~te nr l.J se 1 < wy..,r \·Jh ich ever you pee fer . :re ' s qui te a guy . He 4"j 1 -i 
requisi ti erred somP s11eRt m·~ t r-.1 for J the ''1ontc1.gna.rd -teacher and for Flo -
more C'' bout th~ue p 0 _ ril ; 1 ~·"'r . Ji- ck is D bj g chief a t the$e vill age - the 
name if.; '1'"'1 -)r·ll1 . : nt tri J1_1rry llp o.nd change an impression I gave yestet-
day that thesr? people ir. dirty . Those that ar8 a.re dir,ty because of the 
consto.1t J.J)Q\; n.J Jirt r round t hem . J\1ost bothe any cha.nee they get - no 
running w<.ter or wells - J. they brjng water in in gou rds from a near by lake . 
't~'li./ _he s i uply don ' t 'V.Vf' so<.:ip or watRr DvDilable . However~ most sweep 
their ho11ses con. t·-intly >nd do the best they c an to kee p nea t . I may repeat 
myself I"lc: "1Y U mes but iJJ ouJ J li ke to ge t t1'. ese t 1ings down on pape r for late r 
on .'It' 

1y 1 J, ti'V e 2-1 ., b c.:1' 1~·, r -Ln J ck Rudy ' s ~ion a motor cycle for t he sacri -
f j ce the to.c c11er <.in l ~'Jo w::re planning .for us to ~ thank us for t he sheet 
mete- J . .: 0 f"t4.rteJ out ~ t "'lo ' h01rne . Ja.ck hos worked out a deal with him 
' · 1-i?r"h "'"'lr 'ii rpr; ~ - 7 r.iP11 to n-:ike t l1eir f<.>.mous crossbow - each man making 
a pc..rt - t',en J, c' b11ys tbP crossbows from "Plo s.nl sel l s them on the base 
or in the •T • ...., . by 1:1'.Jil . ',Jt1'1 the profit Ja.ck makes he buys soap and ca ndy, 
etc . - evne blilank ets - .. :rid h<mds t js out to ltl1e no.t .ives . ;-._ e,re;;t i(lP.& 
:,1, t :·" 1 1 :,, r· • 1•" , ... •:_i l.'v• "ll•i°j·."111~i <11. Se ' s sol ·jbout 500 of t l ese 
corcf·,_ t>JL •rr8.'i ) . T bou61it one tody - ; 10 . 00 - e:nd its a wo r k of a.rt . 

i !TC:td.e :ror1 .i h: rcny , nJ e ..... 11ti fnl ly he: n 1 tooled . t,rrows a re bamboo . Flo 
'is mc.:.k i ng <..t fJlJeci;_ 1 s 0m2l l one for me as a gift . 

li cess ·-1 li tt1 . ~_1 !1"'"e c...re the frienrlliest , most hones t and hono r a ble 
people I t10ve Q.ver rret . Tut us to she:Jme in mony wa. ys . They have 1great 
courcg 0 r nll , if they i:~c you , wilJ do li teri::llly a nything for you . . They 
h8VP mcicnj ·ric 0 nt _),'~t11c0 nil ~ er rit..·Ge - w~llr XI: with real::pride . They laugh 
anl sing cunota1ly . Took ~vcryone strhight in the eys and study y ou c a re -
fully . :ny s~geestion of Jd i shones ty they detect immBdiately . They a re 
a l so very courtP0110 ct.o everynnP - I saw men today - c; .r . ' s ( a nother s t ory 
maybe lat or) i·nw i tt inf ly bre ~k hundreds of t.::iboos and yet they never f linched 
< nd smile-l very openly .::,n,l fore8ve us ( J ' m sure : I ' m still breaking many ta-
boos C:J ll t ho11gb J ,.l c~< hc!.s ce: re fu 1 ly c ached me on many of them e . g . don ' t 
ut yc1ur hands on chiliren ' a heads , don ' t even t ou gh the choldren \ unless the 
zrents or t 1v? ch~ l.l 01.~ ?0 to you first , etc . ) because they knew we meant 

...-- "'!ll . 
'loc1< to 

/.fi.J. about, ' 
t J .'.:'- . :' 
Cdr1' Y1-, n b 

ny strry : .Jc cl< .~u dy dncl T ret11rned for the thanksggi ving sacrifices 
.,... I., 'Il>tor sc •r:iter - a \viJLl r·: ~ 

2 Jo11t I ni.les down iusty 
_·k ·t.· r11ll of r.ielicine f;t1d he had his full of cigars , 

cco , et C.. ·, 



2 . J&ck ~u dy ( cont 2CI J a n ' 67 (7 ) p3 a 

Th e s Acrifice consjst nf killing a chicken a f t e r dr i nking 3 l evels of r ic e 
wjne , then eating this boiled ~long with b hot sm1se (very go od ) a nd boiled 
cl ams . I1o expl a in a. l evel of ric~ wine . They have' , b i g jug s t anding 
. bout 3 feet t a ll r;1uc11 li ke the d ·Gr srn b e low . ('n the tlo ttom. i s t he wine of 

l·. if'~i n crtP'f p~ ;3nd . 2r,e • .le h a d the bes t wine t h ey h ad -
~-"--c' ,~, ou 0 milky s ubs tc-ince - 1 ike s lt rhm mi lk . Th ey 

o ped it jirnt for u s . About 1 - 2 mont hs ollid . ~hey fi ll t h e 
t op \vj t1 w:- ter up t r the brir;i a nd t hen pl a c e a p iec e of 

1 , ,'lifJO 0cross the top with a stick han g ing down i n the mi ddl e 
, "'-~. 1rin1..<.i ng c_i level c o ns i s ts of sucking gn t he s traw 
1J ~ /, 1. } !!1tj 1 tbe level of the wa ter i~> u n d e r t hat s t i ck han ging 

'------.-'!- - tV-~~iown . ·r1i:.,. t ' s & Tuell of a lot of wi n e ! 1hi s win e i s s ome-
"-~ --::.--- 1,,;v-.J th in :.:>l_.:.·e '-[3'8 in . It gives - pers on a special c lhe a rnesx 

____ ~·""Jf t 11 11.::.h t , a l r:io0 t u euphor i 0 - so muc 1 so th<""-t by t he 
~~-~-r=:r=-1· t ir ' T •• 'il L t,1 b::; dl I \vaS Gpe<,kinf tbeir l angu age pretty 

wnll ! ·~ut. j t doe, sor:iethin[ e l se to t he ~ o urdinati on . 
r;ou li n ' t v1 1k with011t falling down . 1 o bal a nc e . You 

in10v1 1v'r1c: J'' you wnnt t o r:;o b11t youur body eoes ano t h er 
·lw< y . d iest fee linf in the world . Anyway we both d r a nk 't 

--:bout ; _ :; levels pl11s , bottle they sipho.ned off whil e 
\\''~ <.·te tbP rd chen c:i.nd cl c:1m s am hot s tu ff . 'tie go t s ma shed 

1mt ii l ' nt \:nnw it . I h JrfeJ e:1 ll ave r the plac e which pleased 
the~:i 1i,__(1~~./ . :i _' ~ (>!1 '-·-" 't1 / r ' 1,_, •·L s mashed J~ 
t h i Q pl p;-i, .. s their t:;O(ls v e ryt much - the ir gods mus t b e 

jstill br- sr:1 11ing t r l c-y . ) .h.c !.< ac t e d es our interpret er a nd did a h ell of 
job . Tdhe '--unt c-,gn-- rcis T 'Il~t were c.1 11 very ; intelligent andextrem e l y eage r 
tc 1 a r n - 11hc pj eke l rur 1)r <_( · ns dr.~ E'S be s t they c ou l d . They were a l so 

very inf ornie; ti ve i-l bout th er ise 1 ves , their hc-jtre for a ll Vi e tnamese , e t c . 
hf ter 0 wld le I ~-1't ou T coul,i tall-< a littl e on my own - some of t hem 
knew ;... fev1 .'ueric' n '-''L rd :3 1 nt l knew ic encb vey y well so I could get a l on g 
L- l i ttl 0 bit . 

I ' v e got t ,) t< l<:'" 1JJ ' -.;\: - I ' r:i ex1rnusted . \Jill pick t his up l a ter . 
Jue~ }Jc.s Lt 5ri fJc _:__·e 11 , rl'.:'U :__,~ book hr:; ' s coop j l ed - the l ang1rnge has nev er 

1Je·;1 re8(l'Cl" -·~id 1.~' · "'"-' 11opes t o pu bli s11: ~lic ti onalry sometime . 
J,lso i s i:,O i n~_ t1' \v · r·t 1J· . J 1.vhen 1 ¥1e vets bac~. - ought to be '-' da ndy -
bes t seller j f' it , .1 p - ,s tlw c~nsors . I know how to ooundi labo r iously 
n ow. ,)_, = 1Jr1 1~ ; Y''\= LW 1• j :Ti'". := tht·ee ; "1.i =four ; ·~11.= fi v e ; rr,JV = six ; 
Jll = Pver_ ; _-T = "'i ~i-h t ; / ~, r = nine ; T2:I = t e n ; PT,() Si. = e l even ; e tc . 
}T 1 J, f T r =- ' J j ' I ) 1 j (; t C • 

·-Tow o 00tl t tli t ! ~ ~· n' - ' 111< n l~ JOll . 

30 Jc_ (1 ' '"i '/ (, 3c_; ) 
..• .'all LP.11 yoll 1 1ittJe tlri:t T don ' t thi~1k is cL .. ssifieu . ,S a turd ay 

'""fternouu , _:-; 1 ~t: tt; l ti t1 -f- tell you i n rny l as t letter , J a ck Rudy a nd I 
went 1J<.- k 1, Ll1r-> • ont<:n· rd v·i 1 1< c.:_A - 11 8i r-ne ll - ['or the thr.mks~;jving 
!""<crif ·ic , i!1 nur 1 1c1nnt' , : v,0 1,-;n1'' ,o in'--- tlirLl ll c'.:';11 there was a l <Jrge bus 
full oi' 'i ~tn: mP~;e '\,< nJ '' guyn . "1hey ri·.tv~ c. ne<-1 t rick of t a king a montag-
n<--Jrd bcctc:-::;e nnJ sdyin~. , ··rnn 1J . ... : . 11 ':le ohoo t'' - then they proceed t o s tea l 
of the i f r uit "-'11 i cl1 h:l P.:lP , e tc . u nt i 1 they h~ve enough . If t he ~1ontagnards 
resjst , t:1ey 0hr ot t!1p 11 ),~t"rp 0 1:' t :1<r~ l 1 i m tn for ques t ioni ng and noon e 
ev er u ' '::-- 11 i r1 . ._ ·J. i n • i 11 l y. , n , t' r , , < , • ;_, t :nj - f th ) one s we ' r e 
t-''.; ti_ , - i i,'1t · c: ,,. r· ", -. . lit.. · ,. t , n; rds c~.n-*t fight ba ck f 
be c 0use L1J3 Vitn L~Ue '. .. ->V(>rnrnent won ' t or11 them - except a few Special 
"orc e0 tr-1-:- t ·re c-lc,r-;ely ;·; i 1-ierviseJ . 

~ .1ns2rI1· :;ntl' the r:n nt0gn<1.rds 11,, v e forr:1ed <. n undetrrolmd cal led t he 
7'J,.:-\.C (phuneti c-~lJ y SJF'l l:: l) movement c~rvl hu ve s t e::sl1ed guns and weapons a ll 
over these r-rnunt ~- ins . ·:;01:1e le.: , ::ncl ri; ybP- soon , the t e ' s go ing t o be a he ll 
of d \AJEr i11r:;j ·1<? he bi_, \v~.r up here . Tbe o nly trouble is that some ~ry n ice 

,,, 
011,, 



3 . Jack ~udy (cont) 30 JLn ' 67 0 3b 

;jontCtgnards c.re goinr to be hnrt . _.,.n! , '--·D [ mentioned befo r e , t hey 
2re boun:i to los"! _:_ t b .. ~c. 1u<> tl1ey s i11ply lon ' hc..·ve the support . U . S . 
offical pol icy is to s11 pport the ViPtnanv:>se <::-nrJ v111a.tever the Mont agnar ds 

.---...1<...gainst ther.i \·Lill forc.J th0 ·.: . :.:i . t o 11.,lp the '.fi~tnumese cut them down . 1 

is 3. very dtrty 1 i ~Lle 1.u.r · n.le2,i. 
~s t~JG 'irnt0 ,~,l rj . ()',,• , they I l ~ [,,. (~ j f: u J , / l u l ~'l 18;. i_ C:l8J 

, .e "' v , the 7 . ,... . r0. , ~ ~;'- 11-cn·-e .;-., .. , .,t' t··t ; .: ·:. Yf.1 thes e ~eopL . . t 
'._r "' I ' fl 

!: "' .; t. • • _.: 1 Lei-~:' J .l, ~ 1 
- • ce · r1i ruit e nd na.ir 

t·, -} t ..... ! l_' •_, .... ~2 .-.onL L, 1. _·d · • .:1.t Ll1e ·· 1 s '/-Yifd- would re 2lly like is 
evsryon0 t i)l e· r3e lr.; CJ.v"J t11er:i :. lone ond Jet them live their life in 
thi~ be~utl!ul cool count2in country . They ure the ori ginal people . Thi 
~r~ etn.:..'.mest.. Lr~ r:,.:~~ly :lJ 8 pl , ... ce:i persons fror.i rorth Vietnam Hfter th e f a L 
of Jci! en -;- ien f''.rn r the ·~r-ench w~re thrown out oi ·liet Uarn then and t he 
country w ~::J li vi ~J. . ) .H'S"' t11..it cho s e ;to }I=)' ve car11e south alo ng wi t}} 
m~ny ~ . ~ . in:il~r~tt~~ . 

.l1here is sor:Je s;_,_ 11 - rss i r .~ Jown by thi::= i'lit:ht line so we mc: y have 
a mort~r a ttac]{ toni te ;.1ri:l ~n Dlert . ··,i:::y ; h2ve to cut t his letter short 
and start a fresh on~ to~ c rrow . ?o J~n~er . I ' m up in MA V - if we ge t 
at t acke an th e, r.Lkc it up .1ere it will lJe [..._miracle . They will h ave t 
plow through the ,,.,hole J 5 , 000 ·T • ....i . < rmy troops cs wel l . No t likely . 

~buut ~his trip to the villnge for the s~crifi c e i n our 'honor - first 
ge t s~ashe:i ,on ricr~ wire ._.n,J ciga r 0 and CiG<...rettes - then we start out on 
the w~y to t?e secondc . j p; rty . Nell , ~uly Sffl2shed up his Ho nda , cut him 
d elf. ~:~ tu '1 'll •rll 1 1 1 

.. , i: L'1it1t tL' 11.Y l Ct r.iiddle finge r I ' ll remember 
~or "'\'nil~ · . __ ny~'''-·Y '-'1 '2 ':J~ 11: ( ot·t of ) to the te .c:.chers (Khat) hous e and 
l n v o 1 v e :1 in not n er s" c ~· 1 .; P , rir l 1:i, l' P 1.v in,.,. · " th · g 
c :::l ! :~r .Je ', , . - . • - · • -, e '?V'"''1lnL \-1~1 ·2 on more 
ne~trby . ,..., . 11- ·J J

10 ·it"> out 1°<d~rs from many of the villag 
heic-ht of ~~ Y · L 11 ·~.:1.n ('.::on ) - :-~ hout 5 ' 011 - 5 ' 10 11 - t he i:JVerage 
(¢'/

0

life e.<r~c~ 1~~~ 0~}"\~;s.--~n~y hbo 1 ~ 5 ' - 5 ' 2" ) a bout 45 ye a.rs -old 
lovm in e cor'"'"'r J :·y·..,r.• J- ~ people lG only. 35 yec1rs old ) came i'n and sa· '"·-- • '::' r'•'" very c· r lJ l c:nJ met 1e :1jt[1 f{{. 71;"1:cincr r-t;;~~ .... ~- ,; y ~I c.ccepted my second bra celei 

peo>J] e L encr l l l r 'I"' '- :J . r - < n t oillly ,_ trc:,ce of a sr:-:ile - thes 
i:1e he ' the chi· "1~ or" t' . . ' c-reei-:lr.ious ;_-:nJ .. mile const"ntly ")ud t lle t' · ~ - ri;; s-=-ven v·11~ ..... • l\ Y e s 
rnn~: fo, f - 3 JC'Ul' S .,,,: t:1; C; l c'[!,~S C:.i.round he re . :ie uoesn ' t say 

t '-1 l k int, -1 t t 1 . .. "' · - on v 0 r n e t 1 0 n c- 0 cs . d . a 
< 1 e ::: c ' e t j , l"" l j 1-< e b - t, .... on an on w l th every on more r:ien come i _ _ " - .J nnch of Jtal ic:ns r~ h . e 

GI "-:'T ) . .110 n - irn women no chil • eanw ile mo re and 
' ,__,__, lfl yec:•rR old . 1 ' ren except my buddy IR ( 

slowly Lit si,r;1; c. un~. ~-s smart as a whip . 'ie ' s t : pronounced 
i8ii.fter '- •.•milt ' - ·' t. . - . (no 00/ seeat) . · eaching me Mo ntaO"nard 

th Co t n () -'- '- " . t 11 i s n • - 0 

T ~ re. t-:-: <.!.' lli't ·r:il •. t ;,, . ny l::-:1 t,lk.in'°' r.JCI'A.nl r 

,e r.iust rJc:iv.=- + l~,, , ,.. ~ s -n1n,..r <.ttPnt ·1 V"'ly t ·- more c.nd the 'Il''es t 
f • - 1J L r.cJu 1 ( 1' l t , . • - 0 eve Jn<<lly yellin r "'11]~, . • t' ll - n huur - 1cctt1' nr, l d ry thing he says t ' . ' . (.· . l ~ 1mr; ,- ~ tf . o e: ou· er d • 
. ins l.1cl\ey ~,ti .. ;.• ~'11 l~v '-l- I,. 1i:: . tn1nG W2.-J tlF.t th h~~ ~ouder until he 
.. 11 Cf C' ~lld l '' "J t., c . . . . v.l OU::_,h t J ~. \'! ' G ti•ne t d ey cd hc:;.d enough of 
keu down ..l ;-i1 :'- :~1:Pt1n_ OC'rke np ..:rll T . . r 0 . 0 somethinie about it Ca f ~ tCJ t l[ltr l S ~ , \J S 11ftnrj . _, . • 
. r~ ul~ly undresse:i on 1 ' iou~e CIR ' s fath ~f' ) . { .,, •. :c..ref~lly up'c.:.nd t a -
ins1steJ on "l ~ 0 . -. : o_ir Valu.:..blcc:- hi lj - - , J J...! - ~ 1 J .,. 
t ~ bu"e - u. ~~p1~1r vi th Jn we wa -~ . '·en except Jack ' . . ,~. 
h t . lb ot ,,11 <--tt~·(! \ i ti re 11 t12rallv ·n 1·1 , s . 33 which he s o s Jn -r-1 . ,, \_ 1 "1.Jr . rs J , uen t b 

Y- r _ _,_, i::-1 ,1 ·e11 _.G W"Ll . ~ <-m sm2.11 arms e:ni ·th"' out 3 : 00 JiV 
n} "'W"'•'-'-- ., - • ·•Cwer·r->th '"' erew · ·11 . · ._, .... u • :. l~ wet·t• IJ · ~-ie - - orou>"hly . .,w, k b erer some 

~~. orouni tJ r·e·-'- r • n '--n' Derfa tl ~ ,,. a e y this time b t . . _(;/ - b,, ') .·-511 ~.- ~ . :...:....~)~ ctn i I hitc"h . 1~. J! Safe . with, ont - u 
J • - ·-' 1.1• c + - nu r1cie th agnd.rd g a . I'JlP ' -·· .vc ,) c lJ ; .,,,,S 1 . '· , e noxt . U r 

lllage -;:.,hi/C:t/1. r~py we took ·1· c~...,, . i re nothing h.::tppened - morning bba ck t c ,, rw · c onvcy out t • 
._,ti-.:"-c, ' o,r' rc_}ly impre "'c-iv> ~the 'Jpecia.] Por , 1 

know omet!ii n: ~l t l', ." , r i; ·t. 0 ' et:~ "~0 t nd }:f.1Preu!1:-·0} e ( c -ces . ontagnard 
how tu tc.1-ce c<.re -R~';"t -! . [;iv ;i·n a. ont agn<..,_rJ ndole1 JI'eng) - . 
see it' J-1"' ' s ·t ni:; tn2 Coi:nnon tlii~;"' _J-1 the r:ieJicine J c(~ r" Who see~~n6J. 

.e; u·11y tee te' o'- u.t leust - Wi ll :i. lc:d , - I1&u ht' ~o 
-u. 1 ny 0 ~ tl JJ; beck · c. • nim 

- 1ese people - or i n a week to 
Sold the medicine o 



4 . Jacl< Rudy (cont) 30 J .. n ' 67 CJ 6 

the bl ac l' m;:,rket . 1~ l so wcint t o see Lh ir wc-"ter source c: nd his "hospi t al " 
ay be a.bl e to v.ir<rngl e up :, WP11 lige; inp te am fr om the 295t11 engineers 

with the .Tud"~e ' 2 he l p (cT:,c:;· iZuJ:y ) . ',·.'.i.11 le:>crit1e the "hooches " some lother 
ftime • 

• °,S ,YOU (;;_ n :.;e0 , W(' 1 V ~ ,j < ·J c· lni:.-;y WP >J<t~rJ 1. .'JTI P.Xh3llGtCd . T-Tc...ve a very 
cood te t'chPr Ln .T ... cl· .11 1.ly . ~; l1:is? 1/ ') 1r1nntl1~:- t o go ri er8 - sr1011 ld be 
&bl e Lu pie'-< 11.is brai ns rn 1ny um·es lF)fot ·e 118 l e.:i v es . ffo pe t o b e 8.bl e to do 
something re a lly poGitive without int erferinr with their beautiful way of 
life bef ore I l ecJve .... 

31 - Jbn - 1 ?·b ' ~ ~ 10~~1 1 
... ) r 0nl< 1 1-:=er ,,11nitP1t1it11 some f r eP. ldnce correspondents (John Value ) 

- t a lk e<l by 1rnu.sl br<1nd of T';J i1 osopb y . hese o re s t a. r a.nge peopl e by ; the 
usu a l st< nd :· !c· . ·:(st c~ rrP,~;pon lents s i 4~ • '1. :~ i ..... n n l pi :;1i;: up tl'e l occ. l 
[N'...;jp 1 . r·"l''< ~>es un -Lh e 13 .. 1,n ·c in Viet Nam . Tfhese guys 
sactu a ll ly sit in the trenclies <rnd 6L' i nto villog es a nd ge t shot down in 
helic opt crc- , etc . 5on '~ 1·rc->c_:10njen tP in Vietnam and a.bout 450 of t hem 
sitting rm thej c ; sses in :·;~1. i con . 1\nyw <::iy , we went into a Mont agnard 
vi1 l a.ge - my home ww c1.y frcm 1 honP - Plei nre l - saw my old woman who is 
up 8.nd kikkin~ - sh e C' -re~ l ml'> t o ta.ke < bunch of bananas which she needs 
more thL..n I fln buL \v ''.l l l be ~-n inonlt if T djJn ' t t a ll: P cbt . Also was g iven 
a. cros"'bow - Wl . 10 (v<-lues eo ;.,s follo\vs : (1) no . 1 . - very good or Yarn 
1o i ; (?) Ill' l'J - irnt !"'« .• ci.irl ; (3) 1 o ti:.n t, 1 ,1 ~ srnd ) - very ba d o r Bu Yam 
d tno 1_uu.i) ; A) rn t~n L1'1rJus·J.t1<l 50 - no t even on th e shit list ; 

these p ~r.plr; w<-.tcl1 vr:r-y c l. 00 01y - th ey <-i ccept my small efforts to help-
b1Jt- hav A bs>e:J hnrt m·-my tines <- nJ «r~ c<n1t i ous 0.bout a cceptinr.: someone 
n cw = ~ ~ o , l r ! 11,-. 1 i t y , 1 L I 1 ; n k • 

,_ny1.L - t11e crrT8S>Jonh·nt.· •Hmt r>i1t wi L'1 u0 to I'l ei lrel, r..:. rJ..;.J r:J 
_,, ~. !; ' l r•p'· t Ll1r j c \'1;.J.ter sourer~ - very go od 
corrieG out 0f t 1 c ~ 1<..y - r1c1-:: ./'.'"' t s ~ver l pl in ts <-1 bou t 50 - 75 feet below the 
v j lhiee l evel . -~~.er0 J:J ,J bee: 11tj f11l , june: l ~ ;;ct1Jallly cha sm that this 
f;_,Jls int o ..tn 1 tJ~ ' \vater j f; f i 1 t Pr•~d :-i nd sw ~c t and coo© . Here they bathe •. 
',/omen i n ;t}'f~ - ;>]H:ltcre l ;ire:- , men up on ;, GPp ·rEte l ev e l witri t he best 
stre.:-~m cJ.n:i chi ldr:;n ::.11 aconnd . J:..cv. Rudy h.s.s bu ilt them a s t ar iway down 
t o t lle ;w.t"'r 1101 ._.., - befll·e t':1 t tl-JjG was ·luout ina c e essabl e •.... 

\ur; "t L!18 :i.:;p 0 ns2ry is int ere.·tir1~ b11t t ie se fv"onc t &gn c=Jrds have 
rec...lly turneJ on 1.y non 1 b11tton. <:.r> y01.1 ' v e probc-::l.Jly ga thered . Plea se send 
those pucket bookR I h~J l~ iJ o~ t . ~specjal1y would appreci a te Tom 
"Joo l ey ' s book:.:> . 'Te pp rent1y h[~ i ci.n Jnsi['"t1t tnto these people t hat few have . 

';!ent ot ,...1,:Urn :fio·l y trJ brjnG in t he ';ont"ir; n<-j rd te a cher - Ka t - to fill 
c,u t soo.::; 1!lor· p ... pers . ·orr" Vietn; mese 112rhssment . ':Jill a l so hove to send 
ick - ~1dy ' s interpreter to Saieon ci nd l m~y be eventu a lly to the U. S . 

to escu.pe t'l-J e 1 i2tnamese . 'Phey wa.nt hir:1 t o put him in prison " on Suspicion ." 
Tias t time f o r ci r1Jonths - nu ch a r L;P ever . ·1e ' s too sma.rt . Knows "'..';ngl ish , 
!ittn r; o;"' lJl.l ·:, nt utic.rd - they lt.J;' nt tr ;~nt r i 1 of him beca use he knows 
to o much . . c L': ocl m .n - he ' s teE.ch ing me ·1.h;o . ', dirty l ittle wa.r . 

'.\fil l [,ft tr be l T10\ , 

? ~,":)'I ' ,,.. ,., J 1. 

-,,1 - , , ~· ·1 1 : ; P intPresteri. in ti..1is rticl :'nout ,Jac'k Rudy . Am 
lecrninc th e l ~n~Jace Plow1y but s11rc ly - l use mu ch by s t ayine a wa y just 

n e d ay r3 T nil tol'.y .... 
5 ?et ' 67 14 lb r11 

'11his _ f t <'rnoon went b.:c 1 ~ to ,....,1° i Rrel for a pdrty Juck a nd I h od 
plc. nne·i . T>n p L.nd ~~bePt· ~.n l r:iov i es . '~he pop ,.nJ beer went over big but 
the littl e rener ·tor WP lir·o11gh t out v-1c=:sn ' t powerfu l enoll gh t o run th e projec -
t 0 l' • ..:> ,.} \JI P, I 11 J ~ v "' L . 

-r\.. • 



5. Jae~ Rudy (cont ) 5 Veb ' 67 14 lb cont 

tor . So w~ ' ll have t o do it ~ghin next week . ~he kiks were v ery disa p-
pointed but n~ver co1 ipl <1 i _rH~ l .... 

6 fe{) I ,-,, le 
•••• " ~r1 ti,..1e T wrj t.c· , \·rnrry 11r11tJ yo11 ' r: f c_ ing to ree.ct to wb a t I 

say - T' r1 trLl no wife 1-ielicv~s 1,vP ' rc not in con t ·~nt danee r so a l l iethe 
dre a.s.3ur'-.nce in the \vorl l ,just nrike-> ibr1Pm worry r.rnre . \ on ' t go into t h i s 
in detail , but suffice it tL) sc_1y that ,T21 cl..< I\.u1iy hc:i s never shot his r -1 6 
or . 3q since hP ' ? been her0 - n months - nl is constantly out among these 
p e 0p1 e • v nu h i-1 v e t 0 l, r 1 i v p rn e w h P. 11 T L' l l<; ; I 1J 1 l ll t th c 1 0 y ~j 1 t y 0 f t} e R e 
'cn~~gn. rrlr; - ~-,.,u vJ;,-, 1 lly lie' r'.th0r the:n hav e <::i r,ues t they like be 

lwrt in · ny vc.y . 1'11 1 , ii· l 11y l ty z,nd <1 l)i Ji ty to fi r~ht is fierce - n o other 
word for it .... 

l () : 3 () pm • • , , . 1 ] t' j I • 

and I co11l dn ' t w i ti~ , nyw, ~ . 
a bout m::.:ny t11inrs . r'1t1 ,q '•' , 
uescribin,r:: J r . Jicl· Jt y , t 
beg in@ .. . 

12 Feb ' 67 3a fll 

br e,,k . r··y roo1ri1 < tea were tGlkin[.; up <1 s t o rm 
';:l "' fe\v b1~er~ 1t1i th Julge Rudyl - t alked 
le scr j bi. nr tlH:~· P. pP.o pl e is a. little like (i~~ 
~ perfect str~rrer to t he man . Where do y ou 

•. By tnr v.,1y c 11ectrnJ out .·. weapon - <~ . Y~ - e;oo.1 for killing snakes 
Gnd Shor tjn_ my foot . b1 \D impr8R S iVC < nyw~.y - r~lso have a.n illegal 
v-1estern cow1rny - t pe 'r•lnt1°r' - c. e;rec..t liit with the l'ont agnar d s . 

Ji· rd< 'J 1,l) . r i r 11 ,( - 'J v ;,n errr·ni to r.11n - hc.Jppiness i s a dry f a rt ••• 
Ckay - VJ~J2re w~: T ? '"!< 1r-> bacJ..; ; from Flei Dong B8o a bout 5 pm in good 

shc..pe J. s pite t1H' r'iC•' 1vin,0 - stoppeJ briPfJy to see a patjent I sent to 
lqt11 f; irg wi ti1 , ppnnj · 1.:i t _. r:: - :; t s< DP time E'. \v < d Jlont agn a rd who we:.s a l l 
shcit tip - necl<: , chest , r 1 , Five wounls in •. biomen , no BP , wound in leg -
pc-ct of tlw "trn p'i t 1t•' ·rir->tn;·mesP h;:,ve over 'l.'et - V, N. New Ye2.r ' s - this 
.i. "' 'JP r J , -, 1 , t1 t11 :1 .. r r t 11 c lis vH s brough t in - some more 
v.oun L3 . ~ct 1·1 a r' "ti 11 cil.i. ve but ·ust b< rely . 

, it, 11·,, t. ... ti, ,,]P,j 1rP.1 wj Ll1 T d~ - hnrl r:;ood. time as W8 
<:~ h1 l c - t. J !\: wi . T · 1 · L , l l n i t e h r1 l tin~~ 1 y - r .i c e w .i. n e he 1 p <' - 1 earned 
j · ny \" ird;: - ·1r::ftt L1H'r~ · bciut 0 pm - <r~ .... ck slept out in village but I 
cc1.1-: 1kl;~ becru.i~ ~ i . 1 . .1.~1~ c11efew a.., 1 mf>ntlon;.1 . Report ed ba.cv to 13 
Honnil~ wri" c • .::;~r;,i w1 e t ti rw [ ,c::o t in - l < llf)1e.J when I toJd him exactly 
two minntr::· imi.er c1Jrf,v. vi"< tr;ver time thc-t w;-r.; . :.e ' ll get alonr; fine . 
j'.ext m• t·:ii:. : . . L1H·-1 J) "'")1·1<·.,d .lispernCJ;~.ry unt'Ll no on - t hen went wjth Jack 
to picl< ur (llr int~rrir~t, r· 'L.:l , Jsu Look ::.i corpsjm<: n who ' s iyin[ to 
';Jork v: ti .1 J 11.. i ri th1 ,, · 1, '- r>~, - ., ;. [ noJ b~,t , tc < - to I'lP.i Brel to pick 
up ":~I:\ ~ '~r·1er:1lwr hi:i.'? Lr·il C:Jr .-; ol j ' fOOif uoy ) -- Ple lb Phong t o ge t my leper--
d1 leiku l> I ..;l ' colony w"F"r't'; "t.,lkc~J to Clive ·.ingsbury and ChC:Jrlie T,o ng - she 
congr2tu L.LcJ r.ie n my :i· :)1l1''is , .J. grec.: t s0 t .isfc:.ictjon t o me -- dto Mo nta g -
mrcl ~poc: j ·1 '·r11'ce:-:; 1. 1 ,,,, P1y boy v1jLJ1 lub 1j oolt (no phones here , k_P11ust tra vwl 
every v "JV~'' P1,..,~-;a Lutrc~·-rn i. • 1·1 .,. , 'rL !,.J l: - c n ' t Lelieve tc·ii.,; 

t - .. _ .. · '1<' 1 i s 1,. it r' ".', re - Jnter on during the r2inly season a ll 
turrn:> trJ ':'U.i 1 L_.ll~L:-; - ] - " •'er~t o-:' 'Lt . ·_s I write hi:i.ve P.'lt...ny more t h ing s 
jto s~ y ~i1it '.-hL' tl1 1u'--:rits c:o ·ie to r, ::>t ot write J.own - sorry I seem to sk i m 
a long - drn ' t know G~y other w~y . 

'l::ive lPft out <: fev1 r'n"'111110ni<· s , rc:ishes , etc I s&w - everywhere we go 
8 crow.l of k i ls ,Jn i <- l 1ll ts t'. ;.. th er - <::m bee om j n;~ knc)wn he re t:. s C:; doctor and 
c~t tract ~- crowd \vi th L "~:.: J rrioot everywhere . 1·'. e:reat compliment but some -
h:.tt t.iring - c..lso fr1. tr._.t·11g not knowinr the lc.inguage or h0,ving sufficient 
r the ri r.;l1t ''.l~li.1_ in"' - tn ':"Y noth.in~, of 1_ioor li a11 tjn,::; , no lab , e tc to malie 
t 11 e ii 1 Jr 8 i " . 

~ nywc1y ' ."'O t 1 . . l'j 4 : r) - ' 11llc,, tnr.v comr'Jc: nJ.ers Ccl 11 -- Bonni 8. Told 
us 2bo 11t 'Pec~nst:-;ll< (vi." i ~.jn!_ ,J i,_:ni t i-<ri.es frnri tlt e I'en t e:gon - 29 stars in all -
wi l© be cnt .t r di. ir ~·1 i l Pl o 11 onc; .,..,ur) tr, :-~~P n11r "mgdP l " vill ages and 



6 . J nC~ . u:ly (cent) 

d r j n K: l' · c E' .v j n r: - t >1 .; 

copter - then ._i,o li:: L: 
L ..... J -ll,.- , \J °t~J 

-..------_.., s very ir.~prcG:>e'l · 1lll 
to be c_ le · ~'reJ fol' 

135 ( ont ) 

,r, 1 i L 1 '1i .-. in 11ollt ,....0 rJinutes by f1el i -
-: L i.', "''f' i·t L\; '.1 ~ CrlcJ:/ ' V'' G''''D ltd tb t 1eir 

"·. 'rL;rt" opir1i•H1 ( F' tlie 3 i tuation . jhirf :rung 
\'' · 11 1'11t on <J 1~0< 1 l ~:11(Jw for them . 'ave been invi ted 
~lJ ~}remonies - wjll wobr my 1505 ~ s for the first 

time sjnce "ITi.vin6 in "i ·t JL1.m .... 

14 !i'e b I (j 7 l: }l f 11 • 
.•.. ''ncl1 ex:cjt.~m· nt y• stPrdc y c- t T'l ~:j -:\ri=->l where Ja k and I c..nd a bou t 

6 chiefs of t,1-} r; 8nrr Hal :in~, vi.J LTCG net ?1 s tc..i..rs - ch i ef of S t &f f 4 star 
'.}eneral ~-~c';onnell , his ~,t; ~f , ,ir f.'orcc ~ecrRt<-<ry Vice ljhieI c_nd mony , 
lc..ny l"".' ,,.., ~en< ··l.> - '..~ .. .. ~ ~1 r:d fo'~ 11J, ut 15 r.drn1tes - rie e wine , 
crossbow , 8~w the i'' ~~c;0 hlP sch(ilil house 8nJ sta irway built by 633 
Cmbt :Jpt , 1l0c ' Fil - - ['t·i~t:J down to t11eir whter sou rce . J, beautif1..il 
chanting ~wrv iont: by t' e 'nn ,C:.tgn i.r,Js . J;.. ck <:i.ttenpted to pj ck it up with 
weak bott~rie" on tip9 - don ' t know if it nou nds okay . ~lso got individual 
recomrjflU; ,f r.lc. ny of riy ,..ri.cnds ,,n,i cr1iefs ~'t lei Brel . J ack a nd I s a ng 
a chcru• o,.. Irene nool - nit2 . 
:e lidn ' t .c:r>t out of tlir~rc ·Ull 0 : 30 pm - mu h rice wjne cJnd boiled cow ( not 
exc ctly ,~brl rl ies hut C'Kc ,y . , .-, fev.J ;jot1~1e r adventures I ' ll tell a bout toni te . 
,Jee' r:; l' it 1J;.ck in Lir.1e for l r1>ster ! (Col Smi th- flewd , l Ei.s civious , 
etc . pi.cl eJ 700 poun·lf' l)f these np i.n l):.inkock: - very illee;c- 1 but v3ry good . 

. 1; .. ci' ,j tiut w l' J•· l_, l' Jti·,~ 11~\..G r';; rl 1 in~ n11 · ~vr'n-
t11r·pr.:; le .. '. 11i L(. - \.~ll ~'c' i 1t it , ... L~no.ivPJy tonite . f/;&y be a ble to fly 
up t o XnoLu~ tll.is J[tcenoor1 if everythinf 1t1orks out . Want to see that Dr . 
~ n / ~r·1i tr1 i.;tnd c;ee her h0sp.i tc.; l . 'ci rnore rice wine for awhile I hci>pe •..• 

14 ~, b , ,..~ 'J() 4.' 
l.' : • • _: 1.: e ,l t ti ',u e ~ t l 1 j 0 T & . "o 1 o n e 1 1" 1 ci u n w h use o n e of the gi g wigs in 

~iv.ic.: ,.ctL <l in :1;.iifrnn tc' :ie9 this . (f;ee sectjon o lfi "Phi lo sophy and f>~ontag-
n rds ;;>)le:.. .•rh1 fl-L . ) 11,i_Jc; ft..r 111Jt onP J iu C::' }1~; sone t o the ontagnar ds 
up bere - ;:.JJ co1trc,ll·,i 1Jy the Vietn~rnese · ncl 1.rnch red tape . -rakes 3- 4 
mont11;· Lo L_(:)L riyl)1it1_ · ~> 1rJV 1.-l .c1l tlicti gnncr· lly notl1in0 comes of it 
_ nj'.wc:..y - lost-in r,,l t !J·"' . ·011c troops ~-.ro1rn, l bece settl e fo r '' b orrowing " 
from the b-.· se sup plies ·"'ny Ln i. nr they need - '3.ncl h:_1vc been able to a ccom -
plish "'- let . rur ' ; ·;,r~1· ~ , i1n rt-3n h.c1ve lone 10- J 5 tin es in a ye a.r oore than 
ttie 30 - iJ , 000 -1·r1y 1>oy~ :· VP c•CCO'Tlpl i. s'1eJ j n 7; - 11- ye<. rs . (Besi d es the Green 
-erets , of course . ) 
W ' vt~ rrnt uri c.:bout 1~ ··)1U1\ -Y; ·inJ pip.., l '; r·in ter in . L1 - 5 school 
.. CHlS82 . 1pj'_;_i,,~ r ,,l,it1~ 11cl] l. 3i, 'rjd·y ,.t rlci Gong !3e:io - buiilt 
fror'J sc;r[ I> ltwiri-3I' _,n l r i nte-1 11y "reel< . n 1 thP lJc,yG . ·11 painted Aeir Force 
blne 1t,jt}J y ll'l\i t1'ii1 li.;· re'l11e::>t of t11~~ "n11t<-'[:,n«•rls .. - ncJ \vo.nt -..rmy color . 
'.' ' v,. ri .. lin. r11::,ny f.ci.ethls in ~>rite of tli e f:•cL LheHP peop1 e dre still suspicious 
(Jf lli' - L<tlliltJ tlJ t ii° tltPJ J""8t too •lCDerliP t Orl 113 r1nd W8 l9CtVe , they ' re 
sunk . 'i} e t 1wy ~~:.y , ".1n-~1·ic<.n lP :_'V'"' , r:ont<Jgnrlrds fi ni . " / 

mough of 1~·1, ... · •' · ·. · · .. I ' v e t a lked all n ite a bu ut thi s , trying to get 
this knuc.rle - 11e .. 1 ';n1onRl tr. c;ut tiw rel t< pe ,,n l t;Pt us the supplies and 
m•"dicines Wt-' n»e J . J<.c•< h·iR t_; iven up 1in hirn . G<Jy8 he promises o lot but 
in the '.1 r.i •nths 11 e hc•S n ' t pro,111 ce·l one t'ii n,_, th .: ... t J::~ ck has ask ed for . The 
re s.so n of course , is t11rt t11Py know th , L t11p .\ ir •orce is primarily involved 
in tlll~ '·onL t;_n· 1· 1.; l. 11 l Lh' \fj ,tn .. 111es; vc'L(J 1've1·ythinL imr1ediately . "~speceally 
w'1en .J;., c • <1 sks f0r snw tr1 in[ .•..• 

• • • • ·,i) ·1.;:e' the dj spenf:::;..•ry CJ.s t1su8l jn \'1 . ·:Jent out with J a ck ( by h i s 
invit· t~nn c1.1rn pP.ernissic, Col ')onne .:.i.u s) tu 1~·1ei '\re l where we had set up the 
ill G'' !: 1· ti.., .rriv J .: 4 rt·r cli'' 1' :Jt; ('[ r'=n '1 Lc)r.Jnnel l (the chief 

of L•1P P1 1 t · .. ,_ i r -;-;'orce) pl us 0 25 o ther ;:.i.ssor t e l stars , etc t o visi tif dri nk 
rice w.iw~ , ~;?.:. t 1~ c-;ci1 1 lrnn.>e , the w .. ll<w<y to tbe wc..ter hole , meet the 
chiefo , »t'-' . "11F'1l (rene':1bnr i,h t ei ll quiet 111an v.1hom everyone listened t o 
one of tli" .first n i tef~ I vi '" l1ere? - s,.m-:: - s::.-rie . we.is t11ere with a ll lhis 
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7 . (cont) ')n 6n 

dignity '18 W8re 6 or 7 0t,1e.c hi efs fror:J this <:rea . ',\I ell t lrn Genera l 
arr ived by hellnc pter ( i.n c, ::'res11l y l ·ut ri~ 0f the forest Pl ei Brel had 
ci lt du'.•Jn just "or Llri.s '·c· :-~. •ilOt1, dr: .. nk win·? , etc etc etc .snd left i_r/:0-Pt 
prrmptly jn lr/ ··,inutt·- ! . .'r•n 1n11 co ti « ;"c,nt '[~n 1rd occ.:ission you "Jr ' T 
ec-t £.inl run , r~~::;p0ci< llJ 1·/ Pn 'wc~e 1 : or "J it·; pt'1 1 p·.r<1.tinn hc::s been mo.de for t he 
yj.,it . ~ p\,li Li',.· t11•' :• L 'urlr, < r·P , t'11' .Y cr·n lcl h<·rillly h ol b ack t h eir a nge r 
and fr us t, r-,. L i u tt < L Li Ii ~: . .i 1 r · t v i' c:; i_ L • .1 ; c ~-< Jtl rl 1 vier c= th c on 1 y ones 1 e f t 
tu f "'y ti c.zp1 ._..ir, \vl1.:.L t: .' 1 ell w, :-:: gnin;; cin . ·r11on inviterl us t o h is house 
(F ,_.rect h-nor by the vi .y) '.'.1.10re :1 .. ~ i-)P.Y'V-'i w hoiled cow Dnd rice wine . 
,, 8 k ; pt ;-; ,, y : ·, l , · ~ L, J ;_ f~ I. i 1; k 1 ~ " ' ~ ; j · " -; "') (J1 c_ n c y 
_)j 11 

' n · .1J11 ' LV~;,::~rc r, rn;were . :1es ides , hewanted 
jtt) knc V1 '·J. ! ''t.t 1 1:, ·.; t'1 trlE' 1Ji_:: n 1i ~"'' r I 10 Viinutes - then pu.'.:'f ! 

'I/ell , .T< c:'. < r,d [ tr.- '1 l,.i tr~l l. thr;r1 ~·1 i., JP i.,.1:..,r; big mC:.tn , head of all 
""' ~r "'orcr~ - wh, i,. \.: ri. I (1 f cnt1rPe , ·.::hon nPi Le e e re<-Jus nor virite , h i s world 
ends north <1 t --h ·rntmi , v1~sL in 'hil1rs (lf ·-;~1.d.JtHli:=.J , sou th to Bo.mm i•ie 'rhuot 
a nd e~st ~ t :.n •(lie . 0{nn\v<· e:1bout ·-;ui ~un 1l\l L rloes n ' t knov1 where it is . Any 
t<.JlK about T'n i te.l '."';t.1tf'C , 7ri er- nee , ~l)L 1 tl 1, .\fr i C?. , ~0 -f PVP.n ,[Jina go es 
right over }1j1; bec,-L ·Jn .}Jy w2 '-.oL, n i Jn;, --- "'111' penerc:> l spend 3 
r.iinntes ct -·~"\.T' T, 1 ·'.' r Ti:-tn .., ',' ! 1 rt 0 r') 'tlJ 10 mjrn.:i t es Pl~i Br el . 

o go tt..,. .,.,1 ?ikn bt ·11 , only 'Plei nrc:l , th"'n lioTJe to Ame rica . -- 11h ; ~that 
pot 1Jiri . -;-<i~ sr.ile . "":.'J' t"1i.~ tir.1~ v1e ' v"" J°Cn talking abou t . 4 - 5 hours -
"1<=-t-'PinL th' }1.it'r: , '' '' t'iey r:,cy 112rr;J. .i.» , rice v1ine or ~TJT,l:PJ'.I . :oone 
\'Jc..; .11 ('VJ? 1 t Ju ' 1 

·' n ; I l . " ('" c ~ t, .. ' \..: ~. ' 1 T I I j • 1 ,, ' -:' Y' {'> f' t 1 J ..'.:' e c ' (] ] 
t ; . ../ t)l~L vdL unu t:r.lt- - ..,,{ _ ,... , jjhey not 

uf en:, , n L1..: 1.,. st . ·'inLll 1 ; tbry r-·t" ct--;d ec. tjng < nd drink ing a little , 
too . Ir.i <lt:.,in•' lL J-1).J 'NL11 ,: l r1nL , lo\v ril11n·r1 .11out tl1e e length o f our house 
56?0 -;p n. i th <tnd bnn i, :. ~· n<.· rrow <.. :==; the f rnnt ri.-. 1 f of our house ( living room 
and our be l re un ) :1 u L 1 ly J:-n·J.\ - no l it.:r· LD \v j t1i no himney a nd the only 
wurr.i ti1 n l 1111cl1 s··· 1 " cc 1;i in~ frrm t11c \v c ocl fire . They love tha t smoke -
s rn e 11 J i k e t 1 Li s , 11 t 11 ~ t i rn ;_~ - 0 e tu :i n L c.J L 11 r= i r h id e s o h CJ th s don ' t even h e 1 p . 
;_ncriL .... ·l, ::~.·~ ''it!,:: Lr, '"1l1,.,--. ·1 1 ~i1·e - they ' re gods t o them , I ' m 
SlH' '' . .. >; 1 • \·111ile T r~t it li 1·e tll.t r;11r11 myself but c.it first very offen-
""jvc c...n !l<nl en t11: .... . ',it.-, . l ' m sr.1eJl nt, ~ little like thnt myself , I 
gucr,c •:Jbell ,/l;d r,eL eit,1.t ldiwn t" it . Y- ( . 

·,, , '',•·r:p :;:,yin,: VJP '1; v; t,) 1~0t l1orne , t ·k3i::= J.icl< ( our ever presemt 
nrr.::i0ni n '.n l int8rpr· t ,c) i11.r•1P. , ~t c . '·/hen Lhere de v elops a tota lly un-

0.q1Pctf'd •"VPfft. T fin.J tli;.t 1,ve ' r~ lwin1 uff8 rced Thon ' s 15 ye a r old daugh-
iier to t' kP tr· lJe,l ! ! ~ny ! First I nu.i l , Vf;ry innocently , "how 3 men (Myse l f , 
<T~.CK ;::,n,l T,i L:\ . 1 C!f';r1 one f i tl ? 11 .. 0 prol ln'·1 . rrrj()n prodn s es 2 other g i r ls! 
., l •n ' t; JJow vJ1 L tiJ•;y l11(,'.;; -1 1~VZ li::r· '1.>ith . JJ t:w du.rkness and smoke , but 
I knew i ' l lic;tt.-'r ~:~t L!1 • 1 Pll 0111., u[ V-1"':·e befllre b ::...d trouble si,, r·1~Pd . ':.Je 
Ju- :e rl:!. >.:l~l 'P '~y :' c -l t• l> · 1 '. JllC

1
• Dr -

t '· 11.~ fl'.' ·nilJ , »,-.: . ''1 t" l 1·_0 ·_lly fuuleJ up any chonce of 
work in,.- 1.v ! t 1 1~:1P ;2 pe ;iL~ , r ~>nrc . "1 L1 in' c.-n l ,T'.CV ' s s -Q}rprise :'."ikk told 
llS thir: r.irrniL. \•,1:; '.J .. l .Li~ tl1" rer.f')JL t11jnt . ·:-Verytir.ie the Fren'ch , jV . C . 
'lietn 12.i" r,1 · - r')y Cl"Je8 , th,; J'lr:JL thin[_ they &l w0.yG WC'~.nt i s tlie 
yc.unL \·111r::J1c'n . - :,11~ lJ:y t!JC., ;iont[t n< rclr; L'.iV•' in - but very reluctantly and hate 
tllej •nen t-1-.L dl t,1 L.; ~, Viet vir1,im; . 1:.: I n1PDtion12d , the s e people are 
ve y r'lciri~st , reti Jc~tn ,nJ s11y . rhey 1·Ji le; their young gjrl s most of the 
U'.18 . inly r:1.rL'irj 1 l/i \'/•;I 't1 \-JitJ1 their "Y'lrJt te~t'l (upper inC i SO r S ) knocked 
ouL c n .pp~ '.' in p1ibllc . .. r: T "1~11tlor1el , you don ' t te;.lk t o chil d r e n or 
wor.ien , lon ' t tJnc1 tr1Pr , ..:>tc . i:inles.:; t"ie old Ji, a 1 sciys so . ;,nd even t hen yoy. 
lo flJ c..'S litti: _~: pc-;··_·jble. ,.,or intt ·nee , T ' d lovE:' :t o pick up th ese kids , 
r<ill vrc.uncJ ':tit'-. t'l•"!lJ , i, ' c 1,.le t: er", , 8',c . - "'~,llPCi<lly i 1 l like to be a ble 
(,[l ••• t Luer .. · :· 1 .' , r ~1. n'·1 in~, thP. sic:k ow;.; . Ho soc::.p . Tf t hey 
:u ... l UH~ir •:1· i ' · : . t ,..1· ct'• Lh, ru·iu . ·r l to sricw tliem I 
1 i e e c1 e . J t i 1 i. s t l"' n v1 · t Ji : ~ t e I. h e G c o pc; , f e e 1 .f ' , r bu rri p s , e t c be f o re they w e re 
wjllin1· foe 1.i' tLl tuug•1 U1P s.i )-< . ?')ut e ch ti.r:ie I do you can see t }1ese 
people < 1'c: vic.;i_1Jly uni•1pr·1,:-s0 l vLit11 r:1y ~H~tivi ty . 



'3 • 20 ~3h .J3ck Hudy ( cont) 

Wi tb th is in m.i.nd 011 c·in see we were be inc: ei ven a gre a t honor by Thon ' s 
offer - at t he same time it Vh · <:1 gre<.t test <...lso . 'rhey wanted to see 
what 'kind of men we v.1ere - swoc - s~ me V . C ., Fr e n c·1 , _'_'-.'~T , -_- . · . u or wre 
we rea l ly t hPre tn h e ilip t 11°111? 1.1/e p:Jssed with flying colors . Some times mo r als 
c.J re CJ good t11i 11~~ t ll l1<1ve .... i_';O t interrupted by Rus ty .Shields coming 
in drunl~ t o bid r:1 t=> goo.ln i it· :·rd ende d u p t el l i nc me wha t a r;rec.i t guy he 
is e:. nd hO\v he ' ll [1elp mer 11t; nl lil<P. tliat . Jc.1CI', doesn ' t lHe him - goes 
out in the vill<-·L.»_,S tr, ir.1pr<'U,"J n.·u r;ryon'.:? wh.:,-t., <1 g re r: t humonit ;;.ri a n he is -
t CJ 1 k s t c:. o rn c 11 , ~ t c , n t c • 11 k ink s u f p e op 1 P. rr1 C.' k e a w o r 1 d , d c n ' t they ? 

., nt i, tell 011 ~:l(11L. their interl~pret~tions of dreams , chickens , 
oq:ri inrl f .. :.1 , - tl1eir· 1·1·v•rP.nce for tie wi nd <nd the a ir - l1'J <J ny vrnrds for 
these thju/~ - " 11 rnP·.ri: .,11etl1 i nc:; or pn;.;ibl y '·or.ieon8 t o thL.r. . J c ou lJ 
c!lre .11 .. ,r .. L' - ', t'·i~tn , but dor1 ' t 1'\now th en ve ry well a t a ll . 
3[:.ved sorn '~ fc r o se~J:-> Cr11· '<-ii tc• :_,r(•·1 - ne:J cil so n _ - but in the c onfu -
sj on of gettjn::_ :mt Lf t'1e,...(; l:•st nitc - imH:>t 11·.ve lost theri . Will try 
again soon . 

17 ~eb ' 67 ? 0 5 I 

••. There ' s,, b·io. s·crLricP c.:ur.12:in: up t"xt 1 .. 1~ek a t Plei":l.rel - a wate r 
buffa l o or t\'hl I "ucs;· . ~,,_.1_; .nr-~nd1·rf , ,T,cl nl myself ;1.r e invited . '.'J ill Vi 
hc?ve t o get over the ~ . 1 11 ., 1Jy t11en or I 11 l l be in rou£:b shap~ 

1( ,eb ' 'l7 °4 ?; 
.••. ~~n:J', ..::h-'C'<·:ii · ,· ' ' : l Ji->l - it ' F; er:ipty - nust be spenJine; c...nother 

ni~c r;1t .. 1J1J11r: hi:~ p~n1l'C . Joes tbL:i ?_3 t i r1c•:::-; E 'v'Jee.V . Says he gets more 
sleep GUt fJ~h"rC t11<.n It; 101;::.; here (.t rt/,'"',V - '::ifl Close to tbe off i cers ' 
chib~ nl · 1 1. ·:P. s1« \•If'; · , th<~ r, 1J,:;l1 C•·P.Y nf h i R l;ingu~ ge book - very well 
done . Et: ' .; ' ~~u'Ll C• JH: . 

:'hi r· ' , · .~1 l ,JF r- ctfi:r ( ta j or - 1 mentioned him before - the one wi th 
e: 1J tlle .lvi-..:1? , :;tc . ) rHs been buge;ing me t o go ou t with him t o the v illage s . 
- ":or r , 1 i ~ i .· .1 f ee.sons 0 wh a tever the he 11 th ci t rne a a s . Don ' t wa nt to ge t 
rrd ,rnd 11 ) with }lim but 1:1c..y be can ' t <-' Vpi 1l it . he talks out of bol th sides 
of ' · 11 ·4.,"_. .h cl :1 1' . l i'~·? '~ 1 · ', 1. · 1n 1i11t - didn ' t sdy <- 1vcril tu 

!J'. iu - j \i:;L l (·L 111-"' "i'-- 1 e it out l>y myself . When I mude a comment 
about 11;:. t 11°Y ot lrnr dr,y , lw f in2 l ly sGid , "j So you go t the word on h i m, 
d~d y 1 D~" ·1..:. l ~t it t 1 · t tlri:':l.t . ':1hP. pe r r-o n a li ties '1.-f~/ti¢.1.t-f /¢0 and t he 
devi uus \'1~1ys of' t11e pe~,pJe he r e ~ r e re··lJ.y sc:1mething . Al l ot of peopl e 
wad.rjnc these wrint brn1 ;.rc n ' t rei1l:y ''fr ien•ls " of the f'/'o nt agna.rds - j us t 
l ookR [Ced tL, Ne<r · 11.'11 ·.nj LOOcl puhlir;itJ - r"<-! ybe even wins them a. medal 
l c.. t e r - T lun ' t knovL _n-11lJovJ - 1o~~; 1if r11H·nics ; nd publ icity seeke r s . My 
riotjvP? )..ri1v2,l if T kno 1 • • 'Iap:)cn tr. Ji'-:~ the~;9 peopJ. e I guess . i lso would 
prnb< ~)lJ lH.., lie, er~ J ti i> 1H;r0 n l ,cpre :>'1P.] L" it we ren ' t for th em . ~ach 

t irne :r c I.le be (;].. ei=> l T ' vr-; lune ,,, r.iet'r1 i nl 01 I/ 1.nod. , possibly constructiv e 
L.nd h 0 .tV l ccr 't . ~irlj [' iYJ'1 10 tirie:-; ·~10 e t'.1· n T ' v e c;iven . Pretty selfish , 
i sn ' it? lt ' ;; l.i.~tter ib.h. :' <irin1<ing ynnr.J·.l f t l,"?i:: t l1 or CuLmtinc ,the d c..y s , 

L • • • • • • 
, , , l 1 · ~ · ~, 1p1.1 .' L'1° • 1 i :;' '·' i.: ~1 11, t'1E~ ble:~nkets they 

rn'"ke . ::1 .f 1 ~ n ;r 1, ', \'c. vi:!'- L11L L i.s b-· utifu l but a lousy thread 
froi:: 3 'IJi' ..i.t-'l !.t - r <lY ~ 1 < Jint'TI type , T il n ' t ~<:now - <nywc.y it doesn ' t 
keep t:1P-m w: rr . ,J;;..ck pL.ns to pi ck vp a pp.J,,1 -type loom in Ban gkcok ( c a n ' t 
sp~l 1 l;r1 t .c .. rrn \Jord \v1ien 11e 1 ,oP . r:onl 'l n;·ybP 1Jf' som~ mo ney you c ollect 
i f y ou Ji- to hyy sorne . T ' ll let y ou fic;ure th< L 0u t. fot woo l , though . 
\\·e ' v e t ·i l t'1 t . nth~' i111ll it c 1p::rt wit1 Li1 ;( 1Ln1~3 , t11row it 8way - num -
b e t ~ :1 u' 11 ~ ~ 1 " , " "ri - v '2 ~ J 1..1 · ~ ) • 

? 4 n,, b I ~ '7 

)e· c ..,o1 1c; , . . ,"'~l lil{.e ' ' ve 1H:on 118r0 rrnch l o nger htan I h a ve . 
'Sver n \·.' < nJ1 then fc,1·_ 3t \•ltirecr- 1 c- n until le· .. ve the br-se a nd s ee stra ng e 
lookin~, :_· ;t':; ~11 · .. e• l111.J r 1 "? - littl€ p-:~r p1c c'._,Oir10 ;,_b out their bu 'i ne ss . 
'2hen ... r2 i ',t°' 1·J2 ' V'~ 11n1y in trndPrf> in ;:;. ·c n·i sc ttl ed ni<·my thous8nds of 



-· . U ....... •a I\. \.A I~ ~1 \. \_.. \.J l! v J , ) .L u 

y ear s ago - wi t l1 thejr own c11stoms , l~ws , tc.boos , l &ngu c.i.g e , e tc . iakes 
me wonder som 1~t .i mes wh.-~ L tri e hP 11 we ' re do inc; here anyw a y . Cf c ou r se I 
k now why we ' re 1ier1~ . ':-'lLee <ire huge lm t tles e;oin[:, on j 1rnt 20 miles west 
oI u s - thP 4th i vj s.i 1 l ,(1r;k 100 r<L~ ' s (kiJ 1,.d in ac t j on ) e:..nd ?00- 3G@= 
wounde l lL:tst 1tJ1~1· 1 : , I; 1•' 1 ·" >irp. h·.f· 1).:->on t· k i. nc i t on t he ch in <: nd my 
r;iont c..tnu.rds: ·~ l._:;c, L-=~Liu~ <- b~J1ti ne nut, L ,..,Jr1j J,j e r ing ( <-.J.bou t 15 miles 
"r 1 ' ) · \ " ' , ' I ' ' - ·- ') · t ' ·r ~ 1 r1 11 J ', t • , '· / . 1; ' ,' r ·. i , r, !1 - r i e c 1. r T ;~ 

-· , - 1..1 ' Clf.l.:-1- J "l'"' i..t ns nf uo•!JlJ, '"'O -ii l ·?s wes t of he re . il n 
awesome si~nt . · l invu1 vr-.·J .. _, ou 1<ru1w in t11es~ ·~ont agnard"' . 1\m invited 
eiJ ong w j t:·1 .- · ct~ l 1rly ., n 1 1 n ttiers tn "' '.v:-1. tcr 1111 ff..:.. l o sa r i f i ce - v e ry s a cred-
in liunoc I .. ir ~ ' ... ; t::l' 11'~ 11 l'c?riL•; t1r>AL ' 1 1J .·;J •J . ~:J10u l u be very i nt e r es ting . 
Pu ch biz< rY'1" ~; i ;l\,lCils 'ir'r'f) by 11

• ·; . ;..) L·JnJ< rcls - ti ve had t o d i g de ep into the 
te.x:tboof\.. r· - • l '''i.'-:> ~ i tl l the 1 i r~ ~ .Ji~· n l Lre~itr:ient of m•,,n y of tJ-jem .. 

t r .-, 

•••• • • ,r i.;, ' ~; r'u 0 +~ ~"lei 1rcl Ht_,' in toni te . ·ru.v e been l ooki ng f or 
him oll nitr> - 1.-1llen I c n ' t find hjf'J lnvf- Lo uc;s11mr-• he ' i:i ou t in t he vill age . 
like th t f~ill or 11i.tC'l1 , 1 e~1rn [li'D.Y tf1Jrl[;[' from h i m ..... 

'26 'el} ' 6'1 30 G 
••••• r.t o li tt L" - rprehensj ve · bn11t the vJ·-iter buf f <:1 l o s· c r ifie:e com ing 

6 1r.1 1 ~ "'"'l::i '"'rr--1 ,.,11~·1 l y . _l11"y ' v• lr~c Jv 1;1:· e 100 lc-,rge jugs cf .v.ine , 
1Je -11c:1111 f«ocl 11 i ,T111 c~c. 11· ~~ bePn '1 'cLerl tc. 1ic:. t the t11 i n[ to dec1 t h o.t 
;;un.::· -·" ' 'n~,· · ., ·11 i 1 '"'1·" '• 'I• i ~; i ·i,in r l;cr1e - appar ently wi ll 
[ -~-1 V8! './ i. -· -, L· l i ~ :r I I L . ··1 •il. lie l".l'-''. (lr bJ P, , CC< ur,icn ... 

, ~ T ~ l 

..•. • :d1'1-<:e1 t,]J 1 '"i' ~rif..:; r·y tr ]. y lrJr ;:l '~end(•rf wl10 f l ew with a 
biJidy c~ n.·.; tui y . It ;..;s w:::1Gv11e Jr~-:'< - h<.vo. g:-·s .J.n•l r. . I ' s and n a1Jsea 

l ~ l l pro'b· bl ' "roIJ :'·p [ \ (: 1 . t n ei. ./; 11 y·~sterday . Fc1 Ve c:i. greG.t t i me 
'11~ t'1ecc Lut t}1 t \1dn_, , . , 1_111 ~nL ,_,, :1:: . r·~.v..., :_notller sess ii on t ci look 

orws.r-(1 t LL· JllLT t1i t" t 'lei. I'r"'l - ' '. tcr hliff8.lo .,e: c r if i ce c-i t do wn 
, ·eeJne. J y : n 1 ti ·i nl, ,.11 nitt? Lhc ni 1.,i-> lJ<~f >r e . Tacl< and I w i 1: look out 
fo r e D. ch ot1ier - l~>J 1,11 · :'.:'rjend· VJ . 11 t<-kf~ very good C<-J r e of u s - Y- C. 
,..._ ::-·pecj 11 1h nvr Lo be inv . t~d - only myself , .J<..cl< , : • .sendorf an d 3 ot he r s in-
vi t'= 1 ·"'{ ·ert tilt'' 1 ill·, 100 j11~ 00 r f ,.,jne - sp8cial - for t he oc c nss i on 
c-lre Jy . ',f,-s .__o.in,; t(, Lrin,· out r• lrnndrcrl pmrnd bac; of rice and 50 pounds 
o: s, 1 t li11 L -,(,n LL 1 l ,l c'· l ist n i tP th<·t 1 ont, ;jn<i r ds n ot li ke Vi e tna iese -
not bect..nrn , w~ pr(\UJ. peopl '~ - nr1 nt? 0 Ll clH:ri t y . I s c f r a i d t he.i t continuous 
jgi.'.' s 1} 1-< : i1 _ ";,Lil ~ ·p rw.opl ~ - "J, in Llier.1 .::_r:.bby , lic:irs a n ::i g re edy -
r,te<..l - li..· ~·,Tie Lr :tH':";, . 'l1inl\ ' ' 11 1Jrit1' thP ntuf out<: fter the s0.cr i -
f i c _ ·. ; .- ', 1~ t' < ,_ ·' 1 1 i · L: .... . 

28 Feb - Mar 1 1967 3~l a 

••• As you can see I ' m ba ck from Plei Brel - got back about l/2 !hour ago. 
A ffant a stic sight which I will describe in detail with pictures later on. 
Wouldn't habe miss ed it for the world. Am going back early this morning 
after a short nap. TRhey will sacrifice 7 water buffalo this mornging at 
sunrise. Would have stayed there all nite ~ the party goes on all nite) but 
promised I 'd come back t o the base tonite - onel thing I've relearnedc from 
the Montagnards, if you give your word you'd damn well better keep it. 

Am very tired as you can imagine - but not in the least bit sick or 
drunk from the rice wine. We "danced" for hours - ronnd and round the tomb-
"dancing" consists of joining hands in a line and shuffling sideways slowly 
while swinging your arms up and down to the beat of lthe drums . The most 
unsexy and modest dance I've ever been involved in. The festivities didn't 
start till about 10 PM - when the moon came up. An unforgettable scene of 
fire, kettle drums with their continuous beating - all different rythms and 

· t h " · · · ng sound -pi c es ~ but somehow i n unison to makek a unique and awe 1nsp1r1 



10. Jack Rudy (cont) 28 Feb , etc. 

happy, reverent, fearful , sad, weeping, solemn and wild all at the same time. 
The teenage girls were allowed out for a change - they had quite a time 
dancing and making merry - somelthing like aspirants a St. Ben's high school 
would act an 1 their nite out . They were dressed in their very best clothes, 
ear rings, sandals, blouses, even lipstick and perfume and seemed to be hav-
ing a very good time in their very controlled manner. Even some giggling 
and flirting with the young studs I haven't seen before. This thing goes on 
for 3 days/ A~ real fortune is spent in water buffalo, food, wmne - anything. 
And all for the sake of one man who died appparently some time ago. There 
were over 1000 people at thsi thing tonite. Came from everywgere in the 
seven villages that Ton is chief of. And tonite just starts the "funeral' -
the real feast starts after the water fiuffalo are sacrificed tomorrow. You 
can see how honored the seven of us Americans wree to be invited = NOONE 
else was invited from anywhere inccluding other Montagnards, Vietnamese, 
generals, Army men, etc. In a way, a very humbling experience for me because 
I really haven't done that much for these people. Judge Rudy has, of course -
he was enjoying himself immensely when I left him at 1 AM - he'll stazy out 
there all it~~ nite with the party going full tilt till the sacrifice at 
sunrise. 

~ Thursday nite 2 Mar '67 2b fll • 
••• Got permission to go back to Plei Brel today to get my sick man form 

yesterday. Wanted to bring him to hopital last nite but he wouldn't come -
some taboo about the big celebration . Took him by strtcher to our dispensary 
and got an X-ray . Hkis entire i~i right chest is obliterated by fluid and/or 
pneumonia. Got him over to Special Forces hospital where I hope we'll be 
able to same him. He 's only 28 but can't take a ddeep breath. May be TB 
but who knows out here what the hell it is ...•• 

••. Think I told you about Tuesday nite. Well, got up about 5:30 AM 
Wednesday and made it back out ot Plei Brel by 6:30 AM - missed the killing 
of the water buffalo (for which I'm happy) - when we got back, Jack and Lick 
were just arriving from the village and tere were five large bonfires with 
a water buffalo deader than a mackerel with feet up in the air - in the mid-

dle of the fires. After1 i£~rn!iju bi:~omg frp abpit am jpir 
bur~ing for about an hour, they ~ere pulled 

out, the hide was sreaped off and they butchered them on the spot. Had to 
leave to wark the dispenaary but came back after work at about 5:30 p~, ate 
~ome water buffalo shish-ka-bob and saw some sick people - among whcih was 
my man with his lung gone . The pepple at Blei Brel had partied all nite 
Tues- Wedk, all day Wednesday and all nite Wed-Thurs and when I went back this 
afternoon were still "lapping on the hose" as Jack calls drinli:ing rise wine. 
I can't take that stuff - vomit almist immediately - so beg off as much as 
I can. Will cool it for the next 3 days - am on call Friday, Sat, ,Sunday sO 
won't go anywhere . Lickily have gotten people here interested in Plei Wau 
(we went there Sunday ) so they will fbring out the red paint, rice, etc this 
coming Saturday and I can relax - Saih wants it to paint the school house and 
set that up for teaching the people - no teacher yet but that can be arranged. 
Tgm t~lt~ Wilson wanbts to teach English and French - will need an interpreter 
because he doesn't know much Bhanar as yet - with him luck ••••• 

9 Mar '6 7 37 lb 
.•• Let 's see - think I talked to you already about the water fiuffalo 

thing- I know I didn't describe it very well but will let that go until I see 
you in person. Actually a disappointment - a very brutal and course affair 
the next morning after the very muster;ous and beautiful ceremony that went 
on all nite long the previous 24 hours. They continued to drink, eat and sleep 
from Tuesday afternoon to Rriday AM at sunrise. Got out of most of the 
drinking- have a great intole rance to their riee wine and even their food 

d ,, --------~---....;..-'-'-· .,. .n,, rP . 
A condi 



11. Jack Rudy (cont) 37 1b (cont) 

doesn't sit well with me anymore. A conditioned reflex I'm sure but have 
vomited since I've beem ijere more than I vomited in my whole life befjre. 

Told you about the boy with the lung full of pnuemonia? He damned near 
died on us the first couple of days but walked into the dispensary Tuesday 
and got a repeat X-ray. Very happy and gratelul - in another week should be 
okay • 

•••• ,Marian Watkins) •• By now she's won everyone over - bas Jack Rudy, 
myself and Greek pouring out all our stories and facts to her short hadd 
~tit notes. Everyone here has been like idiots wining andx dining this gal 
for the last 4 days - first real female-type we've seen - nothing» i phone~ 
t and lots of fun. No question of her being in any danger from any of us -
she gets a 4 or 5 man escort to everywheee but the latrine •••• 

11 Mar '67 38 la 
••• Am writing by candlelight now - no lights again tonite. Very 

romantic - boo bad onone to get romantin with like you. 
Well, Bonnie is gone and I'm afraid the "good old days" are gone forever 

here with him. The new Colonel Huller is ~ of a different stripe andl his 
presence has already been felt . We are a very subgued group today. He 's 
served notice in various ways that thi"s command has to be shaped u~ , spruced 
up, no rioutousliving, etc. Don't know for sure whtat that means in terms 
of my trips to the village s - will play it cool for awhile to test the wind 
Haven't had my interview yet but expect it will come soon enough. Jack 
Rudy had a three hour session with him this morning in which my name came 
up as a discusston subject. Jack did me no harm at all. The Colonel 
apparently ;has a notebook on me from various sofirces, as he has on many of 
the men here. Also has one on Jack Rudy himself. By the way, Jack got the 
Bronze Star presented to him yesterday. Mentioned it incident&&ly to me whiJe 
we we·re having a beer last ni te . Something he did last fall - he was very 
vague about the whole thing.: •••• 

•••• 5a •••• Jack Rudy found a VISIBLE MAN (a piece-by-piece plastic model 
of a man) thqt he brought from Saigon. Will be able to use this over at 
Special Forces hospital to train the Montagnard medic - can always find a 
use for anything •••. 

•... One by one the gang that has spent a year here is leavigg and with 
them, many memories of the old place. a¢tl John Value will be leaving 
shortly for the states but promises to return in a little while. Have 
gotten to like this guy very much in spite of his almost fransparent 
weaknesses •.• 

•••• ~went to Plei Brel yesterday after a few other stops . The thing that 
was unique about this was that I went without Jack and without an interpreter 
(only an airman by the name of Benson McGowan , Eckjford and his dame) -
brought some medicine for Ton's cows - yes, I take care of cows, tpo, also 
pulled 3 teeth the other day - am doing all kinks of things . Anyway - was 
very warmly received, drank rice wine at Ring's and Ton ' s house and was 
invited to stay all nite but am on my good behavior. Was able to converse 
fairly well in my halting Jarai and with GIR's help . Had a great time. 
Found out my pneumonia patient is back mome and healthy again (got invited 
to his house a week from today to drink rice wine.) Ton ' s hand is all 
healed up in spite of the fact it Ras a total mess 3 days ago - everything 
I've dpne out there so far has gone well - knock on wood. Feel like I'm~ 
accepted hut there for myself instead of just Jack's friend . Suspect 
when he leaves I may be filling his shoes - hope it goes okay - will have to 
bone up on my language course . 

•••. Jack didn't show up for our lecture at the dispensary this AM so 
we ' ll salve it for next week. Maybe weill have it organized by then ••• 

••• Miss your presence, advice and comments day to day. Need a confidante 
but hesitant to don fide in anyone too much here - too many tongues wagging 
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Jack Rudly and Greek are about the only ones who can keep their mouthes 
shup. Even John Value talks too much •.•• 

12 Mar '67 39 3b 

•••. Jack Rudy hasn't slowed down noteceably though. Did the circuit 
today - Plei Breng, Plei Teng , Plei Brel and finally Plei Rho (I was in a 
diffenent part - just missed him I guess) ZHe was flying low when he showed 
up here. They've already started the going away rounds for him out in the 
villages. Plei Brel has a grave prepared for i~~ him and they've given him 
a bird carved in wood as a symbol that when he dies his soul will come 
flying back to Plei Brel and stay there forever . If we had 50 or 100 of 
Jack ~~i Rudy '§ here there'd be no problem and the V.C. wouldn't have a 
chance. He leaves in ~~~t about a month and they ~now it - are very con-
cerned especially with the new commander here- afraid that ~aybe our atti-
tude will change. They~re in enough of a bind with the V.C. on one side, 
the ARVN mn the other without the Air Force putting them in a greater 
squeeze. 

They quizzed me today for a long time at Plei Rho about the new commander-
I told thern he No 1. man, but different and that we go very ~low for awhile. 
They immedia tely sensed what I meant. They 're old hands at this. It's a 
~atter of survival for them, not just a game •.••• 

15 Mar '6 7 41 1a 

•••• Am full of about 10 cups of coffee so won't even attempt of go to 
bea - will probably roll around again scratching my mosquito bites all nite. 
These mosquitoes are really something. No sound, you don't even see them 
but thyy'~e here and raise a large welt when they bite. A different 
bunch than the good old noisy ones back in Minnesota . Tkey carry beaucoup 
dis ease also •.• 

.•• Jack Rudy ame in to my room when I'd just laid down for a nap about 
8:30 just to talk a little. We started drinking coffee and ice tea, moved 
over to the officers club for more coffee and ice tea and just broke up our 
conversation now. Much politics, describing the various villages and the 
Men involved. Who to trust (damn few it turns out) who's a P.R. man, etc,etc. 
Told him frankly that I'm picking his brains ~efore he leaves. He said he 
was all for it - somebody has to before he goes and there are damn few 
around here he's willing to pass on information to. I'm going to be on my 
own in a month with only 3 or 4 I can depend on so must get the scoop about 
who, why, when, etc. now. There 's a bundle of guys here who love to go lout 
to the villages taking an arsenal , Mrink rice wine, gawk at the natives, find 
a piece of ass and cmme back with a bracelet and tell everyone what a 
damned hero they are . Also makes wonderful publicity back home if they can 
ring a reparter out with them. Maybe even a medal or two if they can con-
vince the right people they're doing real good '''t'i¢ Civic Action" work. 
Actually they don't really like the people, can't be depended on day after 
day and don't give a damn for these peoples' feelings. One thing these 
Montagnards are NOT - and that's dumb. They can tell almost immediatedly 
who's a real friend and who's using them. They're very kind and polite to 
everyone who comes but that doesn't necessarily mean they like all these 
people. This war is based on winning these people's hearts and loyalty an 
trus t - and not onJhow many villages you visited, how much rice mine you 
drink and even how many sores you healed. Have to be very careful who I 

----~ ake with me or I'll start to be identified with some of these phonies and 
~hen I'm sunk. We reviewed about 50 of the people who go out in thej villages 
and there are damned few Jack could honestly say he'jd like to be associated 
with. Too bad, but the Uglyy American really is everywhere here. We're 
so damn sure we have so much to o 
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so damn sure we have so much to offer and they have so little that almost 
every action we do tips our hand. As I learn to know these people, their 
beauty sticks out more and more although they've certainly got their 
honies , etc . too of course . I ';;; tell you this, I 've learned to keep my 

damned mouth shut before I promise anything . You know how I usually promise 
the moon or make wild plans without t hinking and then later on find out I 
can't possibly do it / - well that stuff don't go here ••• 

••• Found a 5000 pound load of tin roofing today - that's rea lly what it 
weighs - damned near broMe the ton and 1 / 2 truck I carried it away in. tn Finally had t o get a fork lift to t ake it off the truck. Have located 
2 more of these bundles but will go slowly before I liberated them - they've 
officially been condemned by the Air Force - too thin or some damned thing. 
/ Can build a lot of roofs with this stuff- beaucoup trading material. 

Talked wtih Judge Rudy tonite about the legal implications of trading 
rice fo r crossbows - black market type activity. Even though it's the right 
ti~/i thing to do for their pride , etc - th rice I would liberated is 
officially gratis-type and must be given away - no trading or barter allowed. 
If we're going to set up any carossbow type industry in these villages will 
have to be on a caah basis . Y- 0 . We ' ll figure out something . Maybe CARE 
packages full of U. S . green or something . Very complicated as is everything 
else here. Once the good old U. S . government steps in and organizes things, 
everything gets fucked up (sorry, my English is really going to hell - find 
myself using Vietnamese, Bhanar , Jarai and good old G. I . slang more and 
more laltely .) 

We had a round eye nurse in from Cam Rhan Bay along with some specialists 
today - as usual they wanted to go out and look at the natives (freally 

rrt¢/ bristle at this - they think they'jre going to some ~zo o or something 
I guess) As a special favor to Dave Dulaney took taem out with me to see 
this boy with a gash on his leg - he ' s all healed up now and looks good 
except he ' s lost half the musle in his leg . Anyway they got to see a 
village but no bracelets or rice wing. Arn glad noone I knew waw me. Arn 
glad no one J knew saw me parading these characters around - don ;t need the 
reputation as a P . R. jman this early in the game . Usually try to make it a 
policy to go by invitation with something specific to do there when I go . 

So far have managed to do this •••• 

20 Mar ' 67 ~1a fll 

•••• talked again way into the nite with Jack fRudy . Have been picking 
his brains almost every day to try to learn as much about these people as I 
can bafore he leaves . He ' s got less than one month to go . As I get to know 
more and more about this place am becom ing more and more confused. My initial 
impressions have so far all been correct in ~t~¢~ essence but the i mplica-
tions of these I ' m only fully realizing now . I Nnow the above statement is 
confusing . 

The relationship of Yards to Americans , to~ Vietnamese , to V.C., to Army 
is substantially as I stated a month or so ago . One thing I diddn't know 
before is that the Yards are a hell of a lot smarter than any one gives them 
credit for. A highly organized and determingd society w; ith tight discipline 
and absolute dedication to their leaders . By sheer dint of Jack Rudy 's, Greeks, 
and Pappy Yoacum ' s personalities (and there a ren't a hell of al lot of othef 
Adir Force or Army men here they*ll reallly be loyal to if the chips are 
~own) fthey have remained l ayal and friendly to us. Greek and the Judge have 
Jeen including me in their discussions more and more - they say I've made 

favorable impression on the Yards and they consider me a true friend. 
rouble is that Jack is leaving in a mmnth, Greek l eaves in 2 days for a 

month's leave to Europe . (He exterlded another 6 mos . here so I811 have his 
help when he returns in April .) Pappy Yoacum left abou t one month ago and 
lefta big hole south of here that I 've been trymng to fill. Out of 3,000 

A 
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:A~r Force personnel can't think of one other person who is interested -
really - in working with these jpeople except my corpsmen, and the para-
rescue bunch that I can count on. We've got maybe 50 other men who constant-
ly ask to go out - want to ge t a bracelet, drink rice wine, take pictures 
and grin at the na tives in the zoo. Once they've been that route once or 
twice, lose interest and never a.sk again . Am a bit 6.iscouraged. Maybe 
as time goes on witl find a good troupe or two who ;will really help. 

Tom Wilson , my roommate, won't keep his G.D. mouth shut. Insists on 
talking Vietnamese and peg-French to these people - doesn 't seem to realize 
it 's like slapping them in the face . He honestly thinks he's God's gift 
to the Mmntagnards and Vietnamese . Greek can't stand the guy , and after 
last nite neither can I . He's promised to build 2 spillways for the assis-
tant province chief and also a community house for them but doesn't have the 
materials cornered and really doesn't have the g~~~/vaguest idea where 
lje'll get them from . USAID is about washed up - lousy with corruption and 
under investigation right now. Billmons of dollars have ween wasted on 
corruption, graft, mismanagement, etc andl McNamara and boys are getting 
a little nervous with the new Republican crowd that's jtjst looking for ant 
issue •..... 

21 Mar '67 46 la 
..•• Had a good day l today. Worked the dispensary till 3:00to 4:oo pm 

then went ou t to Pldei Brel with Jack Rudy and dnank beaucoup ~~ii numpai 
§rice wine) and go t lu mtjt (very drunk) - Sorry, revert to the vernacular 
qbwn I'cw hAD a few . Jack and I got back a t MACV (sort of ) after running 
2 barackades and getting stopped by the M.P. 's for not putting our lffites out 
when we approached the gate . Finally found an au ya drow (doctor) at Plei 
Brel and dumped all the medicine I had in his lap ot his amazement. Have 
been lookinga for him for a long time . His name's Bing - a young man - no 
mask, etc. like I imagined. He 's goi~g into Pleiku every day on his ¢~i 
time off to learn medicine from some Montagnard doctor. We hit it off 
very well and dra.mk level after level of rice wine with him. Maybe now 
I can work like I want - teach him all I know and help him when ha has some-
one really sick. Looks good - hope i'm not too optimistic. Maybe you can 
tell from l)lY handwriting - have had b eaucoup numpai and am mut al - sorry 
about that - Y-C . 

•••• dDon 't enjoy being pessimistic about the same thing twice in a 
draw - if you say any prayers for us over here and - knowing you - I'm 
sure you do - please pray that someone will show up to replace Pappy Yoacum, 
Greek and Jack Rudy so I can work with him - need a good solid troupe very 
badly ...• 

22 Mar '67 47 4a 
.•••• The hours and days crowd in on each other - average 4-5 hours of 

sleep a nite lately, nap when I can but am over my head in activities -
many o;f which Ik 've instigated and must see through. Great entusiamsm 
jbuilding up around me here but somehow have gotten into the center of the 
storm and unless I move, nothing gets done. Jack Rudy sme-same. Get 5-10 
requests from people a day to help me but they seem unable to move by 
themselves. Maybe as time goes on they'll be able to take their own head 
and go off by themselves. Miss Greek already •••• 

••••• 9a •• HDave been looking all over for that serious letter I wrote the 
other nite - don't think I can reproduce it - was just a mood that Jack 
udy and I got in that I recorded . Hope I can find it ••••• 

23 Mar '6 7 48 la 
••.. had a long discussion with -•Jack Rudy and Col Doyal - again politics 

in this area - very complicated - may ;have to relate this to you some other 

t · 
.l_. 
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-have had about 7 beers and am again very tired. Don't know if I can ade-
quately conve•y my thoughts bout this area and do it justice - very, very 
complicated and devious- no rules at home to follow - a life and death 
situation and the rules necessarily change when the stakes are that high. 

Spent a quiet and frustration day at the dispensary - am anxious to get 
back to the villages again and pick up where we left off way back on 
Sunday-Monsay. Saih hasn't been seen since I saw him last - have to look 
for him tomorrow and get him on our side again if that's his trouble. Has 
been exposed to too many phoney Americans - my roommate included ••• 

••••• The "Saigon Warriors'' have been here all week - inspectiong, 
criticizing and, in general, ruining the esprit de copps of the men really 
fighting this fucking war while they stand around and criticize and get 
their medals, etc. If they want to observe, they should spend a nite at the 
18th Surg and see what the whole thing is all about ••••• 

28 Mar lb 50 lb 

••• Then went to Officers ' Clul:n where I blew my little supply of money 
on getting Jack Rudy smashed as a parting shot. He left for Hong Kong today 
Leaves for good on the 10th April. It paid off. Jack started telling a 
very interesting story about his adventuresl- Easter Sunday and all nite 
Su~day - Monday . Will give it in detail tonite. Then a group a gathered 
around and both of us (with help of booze) talked till about 11:,0 pm about 
the Montagnards, how to behave, etc. Eirst time to my knowledge either 
of ·us has opened up in public about them. Jack plans to lecture when he 
tgets back to States - he'll do a good job ••••• 

.•.. The pace here is really something - the initial quiet that was here 
when lthe new Commander arrived has begun to disappear and people are 
more open and relaxed$ than before. A happy group again . Hullar is no 
Bonneaux but he's a leader none the less with an easy going sense of humor 
and a mind -like a steel trap ••••• 

29 Mae k '6 7 51 la 
••• Ate a large cricket or cockroach or some damn thing tonite - eyes, 

wings, feet, soft mushy body and all and washed it down with lots of rice 
wine - after turning down the second one, I then proceeded to eat pigs 
intestines stuffed with Lord-knows-what and again washed that down with 
rice wine. And I didn't barf for a change- wonder what my dreams will be 
like tonite. Wouldn 't have eaten the damned things but they are obviously 
a delicacy here and were offerred to me as a special favor. Think I may 
have lost a few of my helpers tonite though - they can't seem to stomach 
the food - actually I still don't like it but it would be a great insult 
not to eat it. My stomack is so screwed up now, a few crickets and pigs 
intestines aren't going to make that much difference. Smitty (para.,rescue 
man) was chomping on the intestines and asked me what they weee - · I told 
him to swallow it and then I 'd tell him. After he did and found out - that 
was all he could take - looked a little puke-green for awhile - but .give him 
credit he kept it down too. That grilled cheeze slndwich and coke 
tonite when I, g9~ back tasted pretty damn good, though - greasy and stale as 
it was. My diarrhea has. left me! Five days of blmss - a lousy subject 
to discuss but here it's headlines •••• 

, ••.. Wrote you Tue$day AM I think, a short note about Monday nite -
about how Jack and I hel,d forth for hours in a sort of question and asswer 
session for a lot of ne~ pilots coming in. Actually it started out with me 

A giving Jack a private little goodbye party - we both got pretty loose in 
the process and the questions lfrom these guys were $11 we needed to prime 
the pump. Before that Jack told me how he was taken by the Montagnards out 
west of here about 10 miles Easter Sunday - 35 men - all chiefs of the various 
villages north and west of us. Sat ~ ~ telljng stories from about 4 PM 

~~o~ 
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till 3 am Sonday morning - and the stories weree a recitation of all the 
things Jack has done since he got here. They told the stories as if 
Jack wasn't even in the room - some by song, some spoken - ~i~ all in panto-
mine with the chief changing roles back and forth as he told the story. 
Jack had forgotten most of these things - stories about how he'd helped 
a man fix a fence, how he'd picked up a boy and taken him home in the 
driving rain, and on and on. Finally the chief of the whole area got up 
and walked over to Jack, took off his own special Montagnard jacket and pulled 
it down over Jack's head. So doing, he stated that wherever in Viet Nam 
Jack goes and there is a Montagnard present - he will know that this is 
Jack Rudy and a great friend and special chief of all the Jarai - as long 
as he t wears this jacket. And all Montagnards will know that they must 
protect and love this man as a great friend and chief of the Jarai. Don't 
know what this story does to you, but if the same thing happened to me 
it would be worth any damn medal Uncle Sam could pass out - I got goos e 
pimples hearing this story and I've got them again retelling it •••• 

1 april '67 lb 53 
.•.. Jack Rudy is smashed tonite - fi~st time I've see•n him that way -

drank rice wine again today and then everyone loaded him down with beer 
at ther officer's club - I bought 4 for him myself. - he was in a rare 
moood - talking loud and having a ball. A good troop - going to ~iss him ••• 

s 4 A pril '67 54 la 

•••• Am waiting for the truck to come back so I can go back to Plei 
Brel for yet another party for •Jack Rudy. We're gointg to have to pour him 
on the plane next week. He leaves next Monday AM - we'll be sorry to see 

im go but;in a way, a relief don't think my liver will hold out 
uch longer. Stayed all nite Plei Brel Sunday nite - talked and drank 
ice wi ne t111 2 AM - both Jack and I were stoned all day Monday so passed 

up another sacrifice yesterd<:1Y· Was going to stay home like a good byy 
'Yesterday - and took call in th~ afternoon. AT 4:30 got a call to go to 
Pleiku to see a sick Vietnamese (one of the airman has gotten a Vietnamese 
girl pregnast and asked me to take care of her) - went to see this girl's 
sister - impetigo. While I was there decided to stop at Pleiku-Rho and see 
Saih. Intuit i on, apparently. He had been trying to get me all day - has 
been drafted again • )(has already served 4 years in the "Mike" Special 
Ftorces.) He was smashed out of his head - fWas going down to Pleiku and 
shoot it out. Vietnamese giving him a hard time, calling him a thief 
(I gave him a bicycle but no certificate to say I had given it to him.) 
Anyway took old drunk Saih down, got him a certi~icate and straightened out 
the draft thing/ He's free again - doesn't ijave to serve. I can use him 
as my interpreter and he can work at USAID. Well, needless to say, ,we had 
to celebrate on that one. Toook him down to our Chinese 4restaurant and had 
a feast. Roy Worthington (S/Sgt - number one troupe) myself, Saih and Tri 
(did I tell you about him? - have a funny feeling I keep repeating myself.) 
Half way through the feast, a fellow walks up and asks me if I'm a doctor -
I say yes - 11he .s~ys come with me. - walked half way across town to the scene 
of i~? an accident - a .V.N. truck struck a V.N. boy about ten years o~d 
~(How in hell theyV knew I was in town is beyond me.) We did mouth-- to -
mouth breathing, cardiac· massage, the whole Ben Casy routine (about 200-
300 people watching the show on the main street of Pleiku - should have 
aken a picture of that one) Anyway we put a board under him ( broken hip, 

pelvis, spleeen, both lungs collapsed but hear~still beating) and stole the 
nearest bus and didi'ed pjt out to 18th Surg (10 miles awa~.) Wen we got 
there had canker sores all over my mouth (si nce cleared up)from French kissing 
this boy mout~to-mouth~eathing. We• put a tube down into lungs and got 
bright red blood back. He eventually died but at least we gave it 4the 
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college try. T•he "White Mice" saw mt all and were very fpleased. (The 
"White Mice" is the mame f or the Vietnamese civilian police - a sharp bun ch -
not like the ARVN at all - very courteous, industrious and well respected by 
almost everyone.) They gave me a ride back to Pleiku and helped me look 
for my vehicle. Roy had taken Saih and Tri and some friends back to Pleiku 
Rhpo so I hopped a ride back to the base. Lost my belt (used as a splint) 
and my fphthalmoscope in the bargain. It's now 9 :30 pm and hadn't even had 
supper yet except a taste of the chctpsuey - ca.ught a few bites of food at 
MACV and go t into the~iddle of a party for Jack Rudy (again!) 

At 1:30 I 'm in bed and completely too tired t o write - I'm sorry. Had 
a good talk with Roy W~hington when he finally got back. Also talked long 
time with a Negro nurse (~yes - ma,le type) about the Negro problem. 

Toda~ · acquired •50 Englander inner spring mattresses (all very legal) 
and took thim over to t he new Special Forces hospital - we l l, you'd thinkk 
I 'd given them the 7th Air Force or something . They've been sleeping these 
wounded Yards (again that damned word "wounded - "shattered" is the right 
word) on a board with bamboo rug for a"mattress". 

This afternoon Jack and I hauled 100 plusJ pieces of steel sheet met.t 
down to Li ck's (jaCK's interpreterl) house. Go~ my surgeon 's harls all cut 
up - don ' t tell Ma - never did so much manual labor in my life! Don 't need 
~to play sports a round here - get my exericise being a stevedore ••• 

....• The truck just pulled uphgP.<t . ~'m latte . Will try to'write to-
nite. May repeat mycself •. Can't~~ half the stuff I see here myself -
if what I write sounds a little unbelievablejust remember I'm only hitting 
the high spots - will tell you more in person .•• 

5-6 April '67 55la 

..•. Yes, I 'm sitting in the latrine with the cover down on one of the 
shit tanks.- the only light thereis in the ;place. When the action ever 
settles down here will write a decent letter about my adventures if I can 
remember them. Have be en systematicallly get ting Jack Rudy smashed every 
nite lately and then pumping him for information . It 's costing me a for-
jtune and am usually getting drunk4er than he gets. He passed out about 
~hour ago so read your letters ~oday. Have ~Colleen's school letters on 
my lap but haven't gotten to tthem yet. 

Will try to explain later. Will briefly outline the last few days. 
Took some beds over to Special Forces Camp (if you haven't read the Green 
Berets yet - read it right after you read this letter - it's all true -
there is much-much more but everyth ing in the bool( is true. You won't 
believe it - think it i's sensationalism - but believe me - it's all trme. 
Anyway , worked the dispenasary today, ~then got a few-Volunteers (everyone 
wants to get in on the act lately) - went to Speecial Forces to see the 10 
foo•t men - asked if they wanted some more beds - yes they did. ~· the way, 
I met a S/Sgt Phillips from Dak Pek who was scrounging supplies f of 500 
families (about 2 ,500 people - Montagnards - Jeh) who had been burned out of 
their villages - many died but those alive are homeless, clothesless and 
foodless . Well, we managed to fi nd them a few things - 25 cases of C-rations 
(.Bo boxes to a c~se) - 100 lO C pound bags of corn meal, 20 lOOpound bags of 
flour, Some blankets (30-40) , beds (about 30) sadad oil (one case) 4 100 pound 
•bales of clothes and a : few other odds and ends. He was amazed and pleaiaeil -
think I can get a green ·beret for myself if this keeps up. Maybe can hang 
ii t with your various sw.imming rpedals. Loaded on 25 beds for the S.F. 
' Montagnard hospital and some pellows, blankets and odds and ends, also. Am 
a fucking stevedore for sure . Sorry ' about that - Y_O. 

Came home• beat after all the lifting and grunting but promised to go 
to Plei Brel after last nite ( don't think I told you about last nite - will 
repeat in spite of the fact I bore you ) - any way took these FNG (fucking new 
buys) out to see the montagnard vil lages - they've only been here a few 

WO 
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weeks and worked very hard for me - bought 3 cros sbows for 1500 piastries ( 
(about 15 dollars) and am now in the crossbow business . No •nice wine or 
bracelets , etc. and they didn 't seem to be disappointed . Came home to 
take a shower - no water - so faked it with Scotch for a face and hand 
job . - makes one amazingly clean - try it sometime . 

Saw J . ' Rudy andi proceeded to ge t him pl&tered again. He has been to 
hell and back all day makingf his goodbye calls here and there in the villages. 
Wants to get me t to Plei Ko teng before he goes - maybe we 'l l make it. 
Anyway talked some more till n ow - many things t hat are a great mystery to me -
he promised to tell me-on the way to Saigon . 

Oh yeh, Jack anA I are going to Saigon to vis)it a V. N. by the name of 
John - a V. N. Legionaire who has been around t he block many times - Jack 
saved his life one time and now John can 't do enough for h i m. Jack wants 
me to meet him - it'll be champagne, be er and Scotch f or two days - both of 
us will have t o be poured on the plane - Jack to the states , me back to 
Pleiku - we go 10 Apri l • Monday AM , I'll get back 12 April Wednesday nite. 
Jack leaves for the states Wednesday afternfoon. (this toilet seat even with 
the cover on is damned untcomfortable!) He 's one of the finest troupes 
I 've every met. Wi 11 have to have him to the house when I get. back. Plans 
fto marry a girl from I Fairmontl, Minnesota if she can stand his squatting 
in the middle of the living r oom sucking on the r ice wine hose . ~He comes 
from a very old, established lawyer family in Washington D.C . - swam and 
dove for So . Carolina in the AAU meets 1960 - wont~ 2nd prize. Plans to 
go in with Williams ( • ask Bill who he is ) -the guy who defended Hoffa, 
Bobby Baker , etc . 

Oh yeh, Tlue sday afternoon went to Plei Brel for another party for Jack 
Rudy at Plo ''s house . Noone there- Jack went to the boon docks (Plei Koteng, 
Tien son, etc.) so found myself out by myself - had a great time - no one 
understood English so was fo rced to use only my Montagnard (Jarai.) Dis -
pensed medicine like candy until my bags were empty and then started to 
leave ( • get the hell out of there is the expression .) Inst ead they insis-
ted we go to Plei Phung to see some sick kids - okay , I had just enough 
medicine left - found malaria and a ~pneumonia in 2 kids. Said I had to 
leave - oh no - went back to Plei Brel and lapped on the hose awhile -
finally figured out that t hey wanted tme to take my truck out past artillery 
Hill to get a dead cow t h#at the Eietnamese had killed for fun - belonged 
to ~lei Brel - Y- 0 we all piled in (you would have laughed yourself 
sick to see the pantomine involved to tell me this~ story) and went out to 
get the cow. We found the cow and took it bat~ for a big sacrif.ice. -
meanwhile more rice wine and # raw food - including c~hunks of this cow that 
was killed - with I coud de g:.t.ibe the scene - will try later when I get home. 
Any way, a great time was had by all - I stumbled back to the base late, talKed 
to t hat louse Rudy till late into the nite and was too tired to write to you 
AGAIN . This is a long war - espec ially the nites. Did I mention 1 spent 
last Sunda~ bite at Plei Brel? Y-0 - another adventure that I'll talk to 
you about sometime . 

Jack and I have been many places together - great fun - believe we are 
really doing so_m~thing - Hope so ••• 

9 April ' 67 57 la 

..•. Will start by reciting all the thingfs that have happened since 
1t I wrote Friday am . Went "slumming" Ffriday afternoon. Pleiku Rho to 
deliver 3 mattresses to Mip, orphanage to see the kids, lepra•sarium to see 
the lepers, dropped some medicine off a t Quy T'hem's for her brother. Let 
me ,tell you about Quy Them - fi fnd out that she feels I'm her man! Don 't 
know how this developed but apparently py going to her house that day 
became her boy frien d. She dropped this bomb-shell Sat,urday. Carefullly 
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explained I was already married, 5 children - showed the pictures I have of 
you people. Told her I was going to Saigon - she got all excited about 
this - said if I went to Saigon we were f ini - more damn unspoken assumjl-
t ions going a round here. She insisted I mee t her a t the dispensary at 
1:00 apm Saturday and take her home at 4:30 pm Saturday - said I couldn't 
do this - had to go to Pldei B~rel for Jack Rudy ' s go ing away 4party 
(more about t hatllate r.) She 's a bossy little girl - haven't seen any of 
this so-called wonderful Ofiental submissiveness in the V.N. women or in 
the Montagnard wive s eith:as far as that goes . Maybe with all the years 
of wa r and men constantly leav i ng home the women have had to become more 
independent and self r eliant (s ame-same Kay Conlon?) Anyway carefully 
wasan't anywhere near the dispensary all day Saturday or today in case she 
gets any more ideas. H• ow did a bald old man like me get 1to be such a 
Casanova, anyway? I 'm going to be so proud of my prowess over women by 
the time I get back you won't be able to live with me - Lover boy Conlon , 
eh? 4 prostitutes in Sac r ament o , a couple of Mont agnard girls and now a 
V. N. girl . What do you mean the definit ion of virtue is the lack of 
opportunity? Fortunately I have a very •horny wife and some very good me~r 
;mories to keep me warm till my R & R. Find if I keep busier than hell 
don't miss it as much as I thought - i.t ' s the few slow nites and days 
a round here that are the hard~st - but manage to fill up the days and 
nites pretty weell so far. ~ 

Went to Plei Brel t yesterday afternoon - boul ght about $75 .00 worth 
of ~rossbows and got involved with a lot of r i ce wine with Jack Rudy -
2 sacrifices ( shot one chicken wi th a crossbow- go t him through the heart -
first animal I can ever remember killing - it was for eating so didn't a 
feel t oo bad but would r«ather leave that kind of thing to Mike and Ed -
not my piece of cake.) I Finally go t a large bracelet from Ton - now am 
• officially part of Plei Brel . Will be taking Jack's place in Plei Brel -
don•'t know how tied up that will make me - want to keep fluid so I can 
feel free to come and go sort of on call to the other vil lages. Arn having 
trou1ble being all the places I feel I should go . Went till 3 AM this 
morning with Jack and Lick ~ ended up singing a saong I wrote for Jack 
Rudy - lost the words sommewhrere - he was sobbing like a little boy -
wants to go back to the states but doesn'lt want to leave his friends in 
t he villages . He ' ls having a rough week - we ended up very smashed on rice 
wine and booze - 14 1m told we a r gued for about an hour in ~Montagnard -
didn'it know I knew that much of it . Don 't know whtat the hell we were ar-
guing about but apparently i t had something to do with my telling him I'd 
~try to pick up whe re he left off but would do it my way - couldn't be same-
same Jack Rudy , etc. 

Anyway went 1$t bed at 3 AM here at MACV after pouring Jack and Lick into 
their bed. Slept till 9 :30 this morning but really didn 't come to till near-
•no on. Went out with Bob Shultz~ to Plei Brel to •buy 3 more crossbows and 
got into the rice wine bit again at 2 more houses. Purposely did NDT go 
with Jack Rudy although he was there all day. Went to different places at 
different times . He was making the rounds saying his goodbyes and I didn't 
feel I should be with him . By coincidence went to Hing's to say hello 
right after Jack had left - a big scene I',11 try to explain when I'm 
home - very complicated .. Ilt's now 4:20 AM believe it or not. Jack and 
I have been talking solid since I went for an R.fC. at about 11 PM last 
nite . Discussing ~all the Mj ontaganards, Vietnamese, Americans that we 
deal with - who can be trusted , who are the phonies, ways to conduc•t 
myself, how to know when lies are being told, subtle things that J Ack 
knows from oneN year 's experience and I don't want to have to learn the 
hard way. 

We leave for Saigon at 6;45 - about 2 hou rs from now . Arn hungry so 
have opened a can of C-rations and am making a p'ig out of myself. Have to 
shave and p1ack and try to ge t s ome sleep. 
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That damned clock has roller stkates on the hands lately - never seem 
to have enough time for sleep, eating , etc. Maybe things will slow down 
a . ..,bit when Jack leaves. Am on my own now in Plei Brel and villages north 
of us - it's been a honeymoon until now, have 4basked in Ja,ck's light -
now we see if I 've made any pioints or if we maype have to start all over 
again.~ Wish me luck and a few prayers wouldn't~ hurt either ••• 

...• About the orphanage . We're shooting a sp9arrow with a shot gun, or 
better yet - with a cannon. Let me explain. Everyone wants to contribute 
to the orphanage - it's a good old American tradition; we know the nuns 
will use what we give them and not sell it in Pleiku or give to the v.c.; • 
these are nice children and every American wants to help children. According-
ly over 3,000 G.I. 's here are giving huge amounts of time and energy to 2 
nuns and 70 children. At the same time there's a famine in the area here an'd 
noone seems to give a damn that 40,000 - 50 , 000 Montagnards are on the verge 
of starving and are going without medical care. Do not have soJap, etc . i 
2 , 500 Montagnards were burned out of their village at Dak Pek - had to beg 
borrow and steal to get some things up there - was harder than hell to get 
anyone to help - finally got enough togethe r to load up 3 planes last 
week so they'd be able to carry on temporarily. But just suggest the 
jorlphanage needs something and there's a veritable avalanch~ of help com-
ing in. Please keep this to yourself - once ~ou discourage a person who 
wants to give, it's harder than hell to ge t him in the mood agai~. There 
are now 4 cities that have adopted this one orphanage - 1 . Syracuse, N.Y., 
2 . Kansas City , MG.k , 3 . Vista, Calif ., 4 some town in Missouri. Would 
suggest adopting a Montagnard village like Dak Pek t 2 ,500 homeless souls 
;with almost all it's young m9atnhood either dead, V.C. captives or fighting 
like hell with the Green Beret. Or maybe the 'leprasarium although they aren't 
Catholics . Really must sound terrible to you but that's the way I feel. 
It's hard to describe the waste, the phonies, the big tall well-meaning 
rich, smiling f---ing UGLY Americans that are all over the place screwing 
things up and then patting themselves on the back because they DID something. 
I'm as bad as the rest. 

Am making it a policy from now on in the Montagnard villages to come 
EMPTY handed - if there's a real ~problem then will try to help it - no 
more hand.outs - 4makes them the same as welfare patients back fhome. 
Very complicated . Did you know the average YEARLIY income (can't count 
what they grow themselves and make fo r themselves) in dollars is $36 .00? 
And we come and pass out $18 .00 worth of grain as if it were nothing. Quite 
an impact on these people - can't blame them i6 soon they're standing there 
with their hands out waiting for the rich Americans to g•ive them another 
hand-~out. They don• 't like us for it either - they smile and thank us and 
they 'l ike us in heads, but not in hearts" as Lick has said before. 

Enough said. Sorry to give the sermon. Probably have really confused 
you now. Yes , I still want help and soap, etc . but please leave it up to 
me wh,.ere it goes .•..•.• 

13 April '67 58 entire(see copy made) 

15 April ' 67 59 

&I 



21 
Jack Rudly (cont) 23 -24 April la 

••. Got a great letter from "Citizen" Jack Rudy - he's back in the social 
whilrl of Washington D.C. - same-same R.F.K. aand Jackie B. Kennedy, 
Williams, senators, etc., Says he finds it a little hard to believe he 
was ever over here - is very •disturbed by all the Peace-niks, parades, etc. 
What the hell is going on in our nutty country? Don';~ they realize the 
whole world is looking at them, carefully weighing each word said? Makes 
it damn hard for us over here - we say something we feel is honest and 
straight forward about our intentionsl, good wishes, etc and then these 
idiots in thel U. S . sctrew the whole thing up. Appatrently they are well 
meaning like § Fullbright , Bob Kennedy , etc., but boy! are they screwing us 
up bad! Like Jack Rudy used to say when he wa.s here - "Keep your f---ing 
mouth shut! " And that JV!artin 1 . King - what's he got ..• - pardon - what's 
# going on with him? - the best mo•rale and the best soldiers here are the 
negroes - they have a tremendous record and will expect and get ( or tltdie 
fighting for it) full citizenship when they get back to U.S. on the basis 
of that record. - fand here their leader is mouthing off about how we should 
stop the war. Stop it hell! We should open up both barrels not only on 
No rth Vitet t Nam but China too and get the Jwhole damn thing over with. I 
Know the issue isn 't black or white but if we're going to tangle with China 
soooner or later., it might just as well be now while we're here, are armed 
and ready to fight and Chinas has her troubles, • Enough said. Personally 
I think Johnson is doing one helluva jobaand should have the full cooperation 
of all the people whatever their politics. He~f;:V'll go down in ~istory as 
a very wise, extremely patient man for the way he has conducted the war 
in spite of all the flack from all sides .•... 

30 April 70 la 
...• Have been on a steady rice win e driunk since last Tuesday almost 

without stop. Am afraid to sober up for fear I'Jll get D.T.'s - ser•iously 
Have been doing my best to plug the hole that Jack Rudy left in Plei Brel, 
Plei Sor , Plei Phung . Yesterday went t o Plei Brel to see Hluce and get the 
3 beautiful black creossbows he had promised me - he wouldn't sell them - a 
gift - gor~eous things. Gave two to Dick Miller but kept one for myself -
may send h8me. A very beautiful weapon - capable of killing tigers and 
elephants let alone men. Had some more rice wine (numpai) at Hluce's house. 
Then went -bb Flo 's house - bought 19 more crossbows (16000 piastras - pny 
fmoney - will ge t it back when we sell them - in the meantime I go on 
short rations here - Y-C.) Talked to him about his wife - tried to explain 
that she would be in hospital mayfbe two more weeks (dua roi ju) - very 
difficult for me without an interpreter- am learning lu al Montagnard 
(Avery much) the)hard way - they won't or cani't learn Englise so must learn 
Jarai or not communicate at all. Went from Flo's~ house to Ring's (Jack's 
family - this is Jack ' s a nd my home here in Vietnam - maybe have told you 
about these people - if not will a little later - a beautiful marriage, two 
wonderful children , very happy and content) - where drank beaucoup , rice wine -
$-got very drunk (mut al ) and then came back to MACV and slept. On the w•ay 
to Plei Brel went ot Animal Husbandry village (Montagnard) where treated 
5 or 6 sick people - only medicine I practiced all day. 

Last nite we had a party at the officers Club - got up about 9:30 pm 
for it and went ··till 1 : 30 am singing songs and in general dissipatifng. 
Slept till 9 : 30 am this morning . Sold some crossbows and relax•ed. Should 
have written you this morning but just sat here enjoying having notfhing 
to do. This afternoon ·at 2 pfm Lick , myself and Col Hullar ( the commander, 
no less) went out to Plei Brel by invitation to two sacrifices at Higg's. 
He killed a young goat (Bi e) for us - very delicious meat - a good party -
much rice wine again - good company - Col Hullar joined in like a good 
troupe - then we went to Ton 's for MORE rice wine - finally went home at 
7 PM t o Plei{ku Rho to J,ick 's home and then back here - I slept from 8Pm to 
11"30 - much needed .... 

. . . . s 
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••••••• Bl need you more here than I every ~thought I did in the U. S . A.'( 
(wherever that is.) Arn sure, like Jack , this will all seem like a big 
dream when I get back to Minnesota. Until then need your words and 
encourageme t nt to continue my hectic and very strange schedule here in 
Pleiku . 

15 May '67 76 2b 
... Got a disturbing letterfrom Jack Rudy - most of which I don't 

really i understand - hatve read it twice now and don't l know anymo re than 
I did before . He wants to write a book - has a publisher alll l 'ined up -
but I think it will necessarily get a lot of Montagnards in deep shit. Jack's 
really involved in politics already - is being subpoened tcm a senate in-
vestigation of USAID - has offers to come back to Vpietnam as a civilian 
worker here in Pleiku , is i¢ig// being~ sworn in as assistant D.A. for 
W~~ashington D. C. ( at the White H~ use, yet) ; is running in the society of 
senators , lobbyists , representatives , etc. Thinks it 's phony but• p*art . of 
his career. Says he's still wearing Hinh 's bracelet in spite of the stares 
he gets - has fpu t the other 27 in a glass case for posterity . 

Don 't think I'll get as involved in these people as he did - mainly 
becairuse I'll\ not single and have something concrete to come home to. Jack 
feels very lonesome for his friends among the Yards - quite possibly be-
cause this was his first exposure to an uncompli cated people . Yet he likes 
the intrigue, etc . of high society in Washington in spite of hims"elf be-
cause this is a ll he ' s known until Vietnam and• Pleiku . How's that fo rY psy-
choanoalys~~:n~-eprobably wrong, I don't know . Could use your eyes and 
judgeqient ~~sweetie. Want to come over for a while and clu•e me in 
4on some of these people? Still give too many people the benefi t of the 
doubt - we balance each other pretty well= you're too critical and I'm too 
naive - am attempting to use yoijr judgement blltusually end up learning the 
hard way a guy is a phony , etc ...•• 

19 May '67 73 la 
.... Just spent since 9Pm talking to Colonel Hullar about the Mon t agnards , 

Lick , Ton andoll those people . Th.is is the nite they give attac ks away 
- Ho Chi Minh's birthday today-19 May . This is the day we've been promised 
a full scale attack. 3 barrages have gone off already - 4 now - no sweat -
no alarm as yet. MACV •will be the last place hit and that's where ~ 1 am. 

Very interesting and, in a way, unique problem that Col Hullar is 
stuck with me a sink or 'Iii~// swim because I am the only one on this base 
as of this moment who has the c onfide nce and the friendship of the Montag-
nards. Have assumed this position ~by default - noone else will go out 
independently - except Dick Miller to the Animal~ Husbadr~y .school - and 
attempt to establish a personal friendship with these people . We discussed 
where to go from here - how involved should I get, etc . De cided to play 
it by ear and carefully avoid being identified solely with the M~ntagnards. 
That move I mentioned wh•ere I held sick call ~with the Vietnamese was a 
smart one . Yesterday we went bakck and gave a bunch of clothes away -
Lick and I ended up on the roof of a house in self defens e - damn near got 
crushed by the Vietnamese as they grabbed at the stuff . Later on we went o 
to Plei Brel and "gave some more clothes to the Montaganards. Dramatic the 
difference - a sked Plo to pick out some clothes - he refused - s aid he was 
ashamed ( §ame-same embarrassed ) - insisted Ton hand out to him the clo•thes 
Ton wanted him t10 have . S• ame the rest of the village. Amazing - can you 
seewhy my sympathies li·e toward the Montagnard ? 

.. . . Was very honored by Col Hullar 's invitation to see him privatefly 
at his quarters tonite. We sat and d~scussed the war , our situation here, 
what our policy t oward the Montagnard vs . the Vietnames should be. How 
ihopeless an uprising by the Yards woutld be now against the Vielt~amese, 
how I should try to influence them subtlely ~o become educated and beat 
the pro bl em .this way instead of by arms - how I was in a unique postt~IJ' 

1 

on 
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~to do this whereas Hullar as yet was not, etc • 
•..• Think I can make a positive contribution to thfe problem here by 

working with Hullar and Montagnards . Hullar is in a very lonely position 
very f,ew people so far he can count on - he •has managed to find one or 
tW,.0 he can trust a nd confide in - not the extrovert Bonneau~ was - and also 
not the showman - the Yards trusten him immediately whereas they never showed 
this trust of Bonneaux in my presence. Arn very impressed with this man as 
you can probably \Iii guess - am also a little embarrassed by his show of 
trust in me - am getting ivolved again , sweetit?a - don't worry - no problem-
Y-0 • • 

21 June '6 7 93 la 

.. . • Got a letter from Jack i Rudy yeasterday chewing me out for not 
writing also - wrote him from Dak Pek along with yours - will probably have 
to wait another week before that one arrives as well •.• . 

24 July '67 123 3a 
.. . J~hn Watson is a riot when ihe gets drunk - hei's a happy drunk . 

we sang songs, called each other names, chug-a-lugged Vi etnam€se rice 
wine (like regular booze) beer, and rice wine. Told stories about Jack 
, , talked about how the cross bow prices were getting too higa and 
would have to cut them down. Discussed building a forge and getting 
sicrap metal from the base to make hoes, shovels, picks, plows , knives, etc 
("beat your swords into plowshares •• " - somewhere in bible) - ••••• 

28 July '67 125 2a fll 
.... Had a serious talk with Ton, Lick and ~Hlin (a very intelligent 

man from Plei Sor I suspect is an implortant man in FULRO) yesterday - asked 
them point blank which way the Montagnards would go, what would happen to 
the Montagnard when thejAmerican leave. They said thaey ~would take their 
land back. 1 asked if they would go with the NoVietnamese, do they considefr 
the No Vietnamese their friends - they said NO , No Vietnamese same- 4same 
Vietnamese. (they call the No Vietnamese "Viet Minh" - the name the French 
knew them by.) Lick explained that the Novietnames steal and lie same as the 
/So Vietnamese, that the Montagnard hates them both - that the only foreig -
ners they can trust are the Americans and the French before us. They feel 
bad and are confused because the Americans insist on br.inging in their 
ancient enemy the Vietnamese, but at 11east they feel they can trust cer-
tain Americans to help them become strong e.g. myself , John Watson , Col 
Hullar , Jack Rudy , Spe c ial Forces, etc. They are determined to have 
their own country which I certainly sympathise with - find it very hard to 
try to talk them into becoming friends with the SoVietnamese but see no 
other waya out for them under the present conditions. A huge frust,rating 
pro bl em that makes me very sad "in my hear'f- l{(as they say here) - the only 
thing I can do is try t o •make them strong, train them to be as self 
sufficient as they can be so when the dtime comes for a solution (whatever 
it may be ) this generous, courageous and honest people won't be exterminated 
either by pressure politically or a suicidal war. Right now don ' t really see 
a solution that will do • any thing but screw these people ..•• 
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... Let me tell you about my day yesterday - hope I don 't bore 

you. Went out to get Lick at a bout 11 : 30 am with John Watson - took 
out t he re j main ing 5 sewing ma chines t o • Ton' s - a rrived to se e many 
of the village assembled and six ric e wi n~ jugs i n a row i n Ton 's house . 
Bought a few crossbows and then the cerem4ony began . They ,had me 
t ake off my right boot and then place it on a piece of metal with cot-
; ton on it - on t op of my foot they put some wet red stuff I still 
don't know what it was - then the priest (not Ton) started saying 
some words very fast and poured rice wine all over my fo ot while saying 
the words - Ton kept talking in a low tone and the priest sounded to me 
like he was repeating what Ton said. Finally the ceremony was over ~nd 
then I was asked to drink tw o levels of the ceremonial rice wine (Ton's) 
jug - that started i t - after I finished , then Ton drank, then John 
Watson , then Lick , t hen the priest , then each man according to his rank. 
Each group had a representa tive i n each of the six jugs - my ~edics were 
there with the i r jugs - th.-ose that didn'Jt have a jug had beer Le Rieu , 
f ood , etc . Ate a chicken head, much pork , bamboo greens, all kinds of 
stuff . When I got t o the last j•ug only vomited once and had held down 
most of the ten levels ~ ~ about a fifth a leve~ - then drank 3 levels 
out of the last jug - then we went to beer Le Rieu and then moved on to 
the next hooch (Gnau ' s ) where we sta rted all ove r again - !lnall y made 
it ba ck t o Ton ' s where we d•rank some more rice wine - have no idea how 
~much - fi na lly found m• y bed and passed out for a bout 2 hours. Made 
it ba ck he r e t o the base s omehow and lo and behold - had 4 letters from 
you and a t a pe from Mike and the peo-ple at Efr i n's patrty .••. 

... Am s orry s weetie - but it 's called fighting the war here - Have 
been s i cker than a pup all day t oday as I mentioned but am recovering 
sl owly n ow. The shake is over and the head feels fine - only the stomach 
crat mps and ga s are st i ll with me . Look like the wrath of God but will 
get over that by tomorrow .... 

... Think Jonhn got i ni t iated a lso into the village yesterday - he's 
very quiet about his exper~ enc e - possibly h ooked up with Bler in some 
way - don ' t k.now. She starts worki ng in the Officer's Club tomorrrow 
morning which ou 41ght. t o be something else again. T .. he first jerk that 
mak es a pass at her 'is likely to be picking himself off the floor. She 
~has a mot or l ike Megan - doesn 't stand for any nonsense . My comments 
abou t Bl e r mu s t be very mystifying t o you. Forget for a moment your 
stri ck upbt ringing a long your rigidf lines on what is and what is not per-
miss~able with regards sex . Accept for a moment th at other cultures have 

us ::i. _ri g · ules a bout sec 
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just as r igid rules about sex - but t hey a re different rules. i if you 
can - then maybe you can understand all this junk about Bler . Can talk 
with det achment about my "granddaughter " (t:By the way you now have 6 
children - the new arrival is a 45 year old MOntagnard chief of 3 ,5 00 
people by the name of K' sor Ton - and believe me it twas a rough l abor and-
choildbirth on my part) - about Bler - she ' s very modest, hands-off type 
with great pride as be fits a chief ' s daughter . Laughs with her eJyes 
but always with great dignity. Her walk is like a movie stars - or an In-
dians - back st r aight , head held high , etc . Her picture is in the same 
f r ame with you and the kids , Colleen's school picture and J a ck Rudy 's pic-
ture . She i s no prostitute or loose lover same-s ame Vietnamese . The~ many 
comments I ' ve made in the past a bout her and the Yards ' offers made to me, 
Jack Rudy and .John Watson a re made as a token of deep friendship. Hope 
I ' m making myself clear . Hurt their feelings ve ry much when I ./refused 
Ton 's offer - offJ but we've both adjusted very well now with thifs 
a rrangement of "ama " (which makes Bler my granddaughter a nd taboo) confu-
sing? Join the clu b. Vi rtue is , I find , not necessarily the lack of 
opportunity , I' fm happy to report. 

Have just been interrupted for the last ~ hour by Charlie Brown(the 
~information officer a nd Fr ank Doyal who is very drunk . He 's waiting 
to J go ~ome - Char lie is his replacement and rarin ' t o go and Frank is 
all burned ou t and re ady to go home . The tw o of them have been roaming 
the Officers' quarters looking for company - they usually end up here. 
• Had a drink with them and now they're gone to bed. I t's 3 AM now and 
I '~m going to turn in also . So rry my letters have been so few and so 
lousEy lately . Will improve I h*ope . There 's a constant demand implied 
here t o J t t al k and be social ble by the mere fact that a person cannot ever 
be alone~ ( even a t 3 AM in his own room .) Enjoy the.se people - espec.-1.--
a},J.yi guys like Fr a nk Doyal but it does get wearing as you know. 

Frank ( tt . Colonel ) Doya l will be calling you when he gets ba ck to the 
states - hope he has a few good words to say - I 've been giving ~im hel l 
ever since I arrived. Don't want or need his publicity and am comstantly 
refusing to take his reptorters a nd phot ogr aphers out to the villages 
with me . He has a tough j ob ( or had) - n ow Charlie Brown has it - must 
constantly court the. Saigon we rriors and newsmen whfo come up for a day, 
look around , talk t o· th e ne\qfest P . R. man t hey see and then go back to 
Saigon and write their "au thoritative a ccounts " that they lear"°' all 
about in 2 - 3 hours . Guys like Jack Rudy , myself and others don't want 
anything to do with them - and after they've interviewed us they don't 

wa nt$ anythinrng to do with us, ei ther. The story we have to tell is con-
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#fus ing , no broad lines of heroes and villains, no +ea sy answers , and 
no photographs or posed pictures . They usually give up in disgust and 
take the easy way out - take the canned pictures and publicity and use 
that for their story . There's 6tw o gals right now up here wanting t o go 
out with me t o Plei Brel tomorrow - hope to quietly avoid t hem without 
putting Charlie Brown in a bind . If not will get them in a out of Plei 
Brel as fast and as un obtrusively as I can - withou t pictures . Would 
like just once to see t he Montagnard s t ory told as it really is according 
ft o what Jack Rudy , myself and the r est have learned it from the montag-
nards and other s ources. But that ' s too tough to get dowm •on paper -
John Value found that out - l~ived up here 6 mos and found out for him-
self- hasn't wr itten a word since he go t back to the U.S.A. - is writing 
chi ldren 's books instead. - l ik e he said he wanted to do in the first 
place .•.. 

134 a round 18 Aug ' 67 
Come Frank 

We go now 
Fly to Bangkok 
and swim at midni ght 

We wal k in wa rds 
and see the dying 
comfort 

Come , Frank 
we go now 
drink all night 
and go now 

Wander through mise r y 
but go now 
We unders t and 

Come , Frank 
wo go now 
No need to sleep , eat 
all same- same 
Think 

we go now 

Come , Frank 
we go now 
And do -
oh, things 

Because we only 
enjoy life when · · r 

we are 
doing something about it 
we go now 
Come, Frank . 

(My Montagnards friend , Dr . Conlon, is flattering 
and kind . signed John B. Value) 
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(The follow $ing was found on a pad of paper on a vacated desk of 
Lt . Col Frank Doyal , my predecessor a s Information Officer at Pleiku 
Air Base Republ ic of Vietnam . I suspect , f rom internal evidence, that 
it was wr i tten by John Value, a correspondent for a group of New Eng-
land newspapers, who came here for three days and stayed for three 
months .) Charley Brown, Capt USAF 

.•. And thus we become a victim of over - empathy , of outraged morals, 
•who trem bles at a sudden noise , not from any specific fear but from 
the awful strain that results from being men, from nnot cauterizing 
one 's ner~e ends , fr om not hiding . So I have come to learn terror, 
and horror and love anbit is more important than the trembling and 
anguish that ~ccompany such learning. Tlhe latter will heal . The 
former results in a much more mo r al being, my hardest lesson ever, 
and most worthwhile. 

"Part of it is learning to be honest. I came here to run away , to 
be killed , and I lost my nerve, wi th the result that the irttolerable 
I left has become tolerable ; that I no longer hate God , nor life, nor 
anything , includ i ng myself . 

" The anticipation of coming home fills me with joy. When I left, 
I to ok my loneliness with me and my lack of confidence. 

" I have dropped them along the way . In the handclasp of a child. 
In a smile from a Montagnard striker who had lost all his limbs. 
In kind conversat ions with _some French nuns who run an orphanage and 
a missionary lady who treats lepers . In the death of friends . In the 
su re knowledge tha t most people like me and that I like all people. 

"I have become full of love, 1 trulfy a happy man. I kn ow nothing 
of it bitte rness. 

" I have found out what I have always suspecte d ~ that I am a happy 
man / 

"So the only th ings t o overcome are shyness and laziness and physical 
carelessness a nd tha t jo b is begun. 

"It is not so much a matter of growing up . Ii' s just that I think 
that I have t o grow up faster •than other people , if not as perfectly . 

"War seems to be a natural condition of man. I don't think we can 
call it good or bad . Unhappily, people are most imperfect and war 
seems to be one of' the ways we demonstrate our imperfections. 

"But , some of th e finest men I know are warriors. It is puzaling . 
"But , that's the w•ay we seem to be . So, let's not can war good or 

bad - or worse than tha t : just or unjust . War just seems to describe 

itself , and in this description , good and bad don ' t seem to make much 

s 
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sense ." on or a bout Feb Mar ch 1967 
John Bu rnsi de Val ue . 

18 Aug ' 67 
.. I 've just had a wond e r ful conversat ion wi th a good man - Lt Col. 

Frank Doyal - he goes home tomorrow after a long t our. He's worn 
out , has been dr inking much too much , his re s is t ance is gore - he's 
tired - lonesome for his wife - his year is t hrough. Gave me the 
supreme compliment tonite - inaugurated me i nto the Pleiku Irregulars -
an unc ommon awar d give to only a few he r e . - Col Wm Bonne aux , J a ck 
Rudy , Frank Doyal , l John Value , Rick Smi t h (Lt . Col .) and a f ew others 
(n ot mi ore than 5 or 6 ) Had to walk the bar - s ame-same pay for a 
r ound of drinks for ev er yo ne . Did it wi t h det ermina t i on and qualified 
as the best bar walke r in many a mont h . 

Have talked philosopthy for t he last thr ee hou r s with Frank. All 
centered around Psalm 91 , John 1 Value ' s essay whi ch I include and a 
general d1escription of what happens t • o a ma n af t er a yea ? of this 
wonderful - uglyrt - lonely - inspirational place . After the initial 
wonderment pa sses in the f irst 2 - 3 weeks , you bec.ome an expert 
about everything here - t h i s last s fo r 2 - 3 months at which time you 
begin to doubt y ou r judgementi, l ose you r black andwhite ideas about 
all Vietnamese being bad guys and al l Montagnards being good guys. 
See good V.N. and bar d Yar ds . Af t e r mor e time your depression leaves 
you and a leth~ rgy sets i n wheref you want to sl eep, hate rice wine, 
the dirty Yards , the ugly confusing wa r, t he l ousy V. N. and everyone and 
everything connected wi t h t he assignment ( a bou t the time I billasted away 
at you , sweetie .) You ei t her ge t hold of you r self and force yoursedlf 
t o wo~k at this point or you just cont i nu e with your bitterness and 
day- counting routine . If you ' re fo r tunate• enough to gethold of your-
self and work , you drive yourself even har d•er - a day by day work 
sche~dule that , in ret r ospe ct , i s qu ite unbelievable (same-same what you 

' just went through and ended up with pn eumon ia) - f i nally you get t o my 
stage now whe r e I ' m shortw ith peopl e - impatient with them thf~t they 
can ' t kick themselves in the ass and ge t wi t h it, qui ck to get to the 
point , short wi th patient s, unw illing t o pa ins t akingly go through the 
long- winded explan~tion of the Montagnar d vs . V. N. ( a lso because it 
can ' t be explained . in black and whit e as it onc e could bje so eltoquently 
by me . ) Have found a st r ength qui t e unkn own to me before (I think 
because of you , Weez and Ed and ot he r s ) andi have become intolerant 
of people wh o cannot find t his s t r engt h . We d i scus sed Jack Rudy - how 

he went from a timid young man to a v irtua l li on by the time• he 
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left here . How Fr . Ray Sulli van started falling apta rt tit last monthe 
he was here . Ho w Frank himself is coming &qtllltlf apart at the seams now 
that he has only a few days left . He will be calling you when gets to 
the states - a very good friend to me - can hone stly say I love the 
man - same- same Jack Rudy . 

3 Sept ' 67 144 2a 
... Have been thinking about you off and on most of the day - want 

to give you a few of my thoughts ~out religion , etc. Plan to make a 
nit e of it, sfo re lax and read on . My thoughts a re by no me8cl'n~ 
clearly worked ou~ - most of my bitterness toward ou~r Church 
h f as been dulled by not thinking about ot u r problems • Have become 
somewhat of a 1 pragmatist abou t religion and life, a cynic about people -
here a man ' s worth is de te rmined ~ot by his good wil l or his smile or 
his good looks but by what he can produce - not just one time but 
consistently and under pressure . Also we are concerned a bout Why 
a man does what he do•es - greed , pride, urge to make a name, publicity, 
medals , looking for a piece of ass , etc . - any of t hese motives can 
screw up an operation so it ' ll take 2 - 3 week s to br i ng it ba ck 1t1here 
it was when this guy started to work with us . Was looking around the 
little theatre we have here at the men I ' ve grown to know and - yes -
love ~nd respect . Come from all over hell to ~is spot called Pl eikul. 
Many motives driving ea~ch_man , some good , some not so good, some lousy . 
Previous to his have been able to ignore someone I didJn!t ,particularly 
like and shut him ou t of =~·simply ~because I didn 't really need 
him . Now the •rules are . I'm forced to work with these men, 
read each one like a psychiatrist , examen his motives, read his 
weaknesses , use his streng.ths if I can . Can 't ignore them anymore. 
Must work with them, eat , sleep t, the whole bit. Part of the strain here. 
- why I like Saigon whe r e I have no obligati ons . I need each man's 
skills here in some way to help our little war out in t he vill'ages. 
Some men a re s o weak , stupid or self ish I can 't begin to use them but 
most are willing to help if •humored along . We also have some powerful 
enemies who control supplies , vehicles, etc . and who have been slighted 
in some way or feel that our so-called Civiv Actions is for the birds. 
Many of them fee'~~ping the Montagnard is a waste of time and 
energy ; misinterpret what we ' re doing ; t hink we 'fre out for medals, etc -
w oul ~n't help if t heir lives depended on~ it and ' obstruc'it in every 
way they can . A strange war . Fo rtunatl ely there is usually a way 

around these men and we have powerful f r iends of our own . 
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Bfut this constant playing one man agains t another , ~humoring this one , 
p•raising this one, more or less~ bribing a third, etc. , to get our 
aims is very disagreeable to me - but very necessary . Will sit down 
and ~explain the reason why it beco mes necessary over the kitchen 
table some day . 

W)hen we find a really strong man who needs no support for his 
faltering ego, who is a good man, ,.as we say - then we find a real prize . 

Such a man is John Wat s on, Bob Schultz, Jack Ru dy , JJick Rahlan and a 
few others we 're looki ng over n ow . I cou~'t care less what their 
reli gions are , what the secret to their strength is - all I ' m looking 
for are strong men~ who are capable of performing without some harrfg 
up that will destroy the i r effectiveness . A very hard commodity tb 
come by . Ask Ed what I ' ;m talking about - he 's one of these people . 
I ' m not looking for a superman exactlly - just a good man . Hope I 
haven ~'t confused this by my verbiage. Know what I want to say but 

' somehow can ' t say it .... 

145 4 Sept 5a 
..•.. f Hope I haven't changed as much as I think I have - you may 

find you don 't like the "new" Dan without his "niceness" as mu ch as the 
u old one . We 'll see . In many ways am proR of myself for what I ' ve 

managed to accomplish so far but in other ways see an ugly , proud 
streak in myself I don !t p articularly like . Am c~ught up in a 
struggle quite f oreign t o anything in the states - have been in Viet 

am without a break since Januaary and can remember very little except 
in a dream about how I behaved before this. Become angry and i mpatient 
al , most everyday now and have to control this . Do not remember being 
this way before. Much of the empathy and sympathy and gentleness 6I • once 
remember having is not apparent any more . My true personality , maybe , 
is showing . Much of the ugliness tha t only ~you saw in me• in our 
house , the angry outburs ts, the fru t strated angry fits I used ·to control 
everywhere except at home are coming more and more to ithe surface in 
the form of shortnet ss , frank statements , insul ts sometimes , etc . 
f· l ~aybe I ' tP more hones t with people now, I don't know . Certainly I'm 
more critical and less t ole r ant . A good man , a sincere man, even a 
weak man who 1 can help s t ill gets my a ttention and help ; but the 
phoney or "leade r" .who can 't cut the mustard gets my contempt and I'm 
afraid I show it . Have discussed this a lready so will shtut up ..•• 

. . . . I ' 11 tel 11 you this" : a Strong good man like Ed Bonin or a 
woman the calibre of We ezer or yourself is a damned hard thing to come 
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by - treasure all of you more than you will ever know .•• 
.•. Today was electi on dt ay all over Vietnam - looks like a 

shoo in for Thieu and Ky. Pro bfably for the best . We had t o stay out 
of the v illage today so the V. C. couldn't say we rigged the election . 
Go tf!Jd thing , too ~since a bunch of us got stoned last nite a t Hinh 's 
house . Had a headache tha t kept me up most of the nite . Also had 
a drunken wre+stling match with Gnau . - turns out he wanted me to ecome 
to his house to drink some rice wine , give me three bows he's made and 
share his food with me . I was so drunk thought he was Keck - thank 
goodn ess Watson was able to break us up and get us out of there by 
curfew time . A wild session for sure . Moral of the story - never 
drink beer before, during or after rice wine - you 'll get c~bbered 
every time . Wi ll go back Tuesday when we start the me• dical visits and 
repaf ir the harm I ' ve done and have a good ol ' hugging session, rice 
wine, etc ... Gnau and I wer• e covered with mud from head to toe and 
drunk as skunks - Y/ C - he ' s a good man and makes a good bow . Ton 
and John between them got us all sorted ou t and cool.ed down - in short , 
your s «weet empatheti1 c, sympathetic husband ~made a royal ass out of 
himself . I Where ' s that leader you were taliking about ? 

... Today suffered through a horrible hangover- catilogued the bows 
I bought , ate sparingly and by 2- 3 PM this afternoon decided I 'd live 
after all . Feel pretty good now, my shafe is gone, go t the fluids 
back int o me and should be raring to go by tomorrow . Tomorrow is 
organi zation day at Spcecial Forces - we organize the medics, the medicine, 
the Americans , the vehicles and like that. Hope to have a f ruitful 
month of trips to the various villages to ~train the Yards and also to 
improve the health of these people. Have a few volunteers and think 
as time goes on ~should have a pretty good team al ternati•ng everyday. 
The Spcecial Fo rces , 71st Evac people and my people are all joining in . 
Hope it doesn ' t turn out to be a circus - don ' t just need warm bodies -
nee good men - same- same l problem I mentioned earl - ier •••. 

10 Sepl t ' 67 148 1a 
..•. Have had the worst emotional upset of my youg life in the last 

few days . Am determinged to shake this •thing and get ba ck ti) work but 
am having one hell of a time . -Maybe the shock of what happedned to . 
John is just an incidental thing - but it has made me sit WI> down and 
re - evaluate my life and 4activity here , the reasons for doing wha t we 've 
set out to do in the villages - even to re-evaluating my entire 
philos ophy of lidfe . Fi nd it very diffuicult somehow to communicate 
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wi t h any on e on t he sub j ect - pa rt of the re a son why you haven't re-
cei ved any lett ers for t he past few day s . Want to be by tmself, ig-
no r e t he wor ld , c r y real tea r s , go hide somefwhere. You must find 
these words very strange coming f r om me . I ' m s orry. Wish I could 
convey t o you somehow just how c1ose John Wats on and I and Lick 
Rahlan and a few other ( i ncluding Jack Rudy) have bec ome over here. 

Find my self jumping a t any sudden noi se , can't bring mfyself to 
drive , have los t a gr eat deal of t hat know-it-all self confidence I 
had . All these t hings a r e n ew to me - am h oping I 'll soon be over them-
Ame no t sure , but think once I f orc e myself t o get back to work that 
I 'l l forget and be myse lf. Am l ivi ng th e last few days in a very 
strange wa fy . Am ashamed of myself but haven't been able to shake . it 
as yet . 

Will be leaving for Cl a r k AB i n t he Phil l ipines tomorrow l!YlM...~ohn. 
Plan to ge t h im se t t led and a i med fo r t he St a tes, take a few days off 

~ 

away from Viet Nam, l ook around t he pl a ce a l ittle - and then come 
back and get to wo rk. 

In many ways I t hink you will f ind me a ch anged ma n when I get back -
as we discu s sed befo r e . I ho pe not but am afraid this is so. We will 
sit down , Seweetie , and talk way into the nite many times and maybe 
somehGw I can t ell you some of my experi ences - go od and bad - here . 
When I write them down t hey don ' t seem l ike much - but they have meant 
a g r eat deal to me and h ave changed~ my perspective on life a great 
deal . 

My love fo r you and the kid s and Ed and Weez and others is just 
as s t rong - I think s tronger - than before - but somehow it ' s a differ-

' ent man who does the lov ing . Am af r a id I' m just making a mess of tha~ 
topic and no t r eally s ay i ng wh at I want t o say . 

Thursday n i t e - the n i te Joh n Watson wa s run over by the tank -
was amazed how many people became involved in us. Had 5 or 6 trucks 
come out t o make sure I was all r ight - a hel iocopter came and got 
~ohn . fM any of t he pe opl e wh o have been crit i cal of what we are doing-
suddenly demonstrated gre a t concern . After I scrubbed in an out 
4 or 5 1 time s whil e t hey wor k ed on John a t the 18th Surg - t hey too4k 
me to the Off icer '~ Club very k i nd l y -
- like I was a sma+l chi , ld - made s ure I ate something - Col Hullar 
took me by the hand to t he f r ont of the r oom where he sit s - sat me 
down and demanded I watch Jthe ent erta inment - tit was very go od 
Koreans I think - he k ept f eeding me f u l l of gin tonics - people all 
over the room kept sending me drinks . John Hof dgs on w~ted to give me 
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a seda a tive a but t old h i m I was jus t fine . T.I.Harris took me down 
to see J ohn a f ter the show, brought me back and took me t o a go od-bye 
party fo r Bud Mehan - dr ank Scotch unt i l 2- 3 AM , said my good bifs 
and then was ca r efulljy led home t o bed . The next morning noone would 
let me see patien ts - t ook me ( Col Hull a r t hat i s ) to see ~ohn 
Wats on again . Wande red a round the ~pl ace most of t he daiy - eve ryone 
else di d t he phys i ca ls except for one that I stumbled through . Then 
Bob Mi l ler, Lick and I went out to b the village - 6Hlin's house -
f or a s a crifice to ; make me hf is f a ther. Bought crossbows - beautiful 
ones , received a Mont agna rd rob~ fr om him and a bracelet - everyone 
wa s again solicitous for ME - even Nthough I was okay - J OHN was the 
one wh o go t hurt . Feel like a fool even writing this down . C( arne · 
ba ck to see J ohn - gave him the crowwbow and bracelet and rice wine and 
fruit that Hlin had given me . Broke up a little when I saw John in 
such pa in - made an as s of myself again . 

' Joh n Hodgs on go t me TDY orders t o go with John f Yesterda.y - think 
everyone is glad to get rid of me . Can see how an alco holi c will t urn 
to drink t o 4for get - wi ll have to watch myself t he next f • ew mo nths . 
All I can t hink of r ight now a re guys like John Value , Frank Doyal 
and some of t he other go od men wh o s t a rted to drink heavy tow • ards t he 
end of t heir t oeu rs he r e . Can s ee a l l the symptoms in myself . When 
I get back from the Phil l ipi nes willl just pu t my head down and plow 
ahead wi t h the wor k ... 

..... am v e ry s orry 4have made th i s letter full of so many " I ' s" -
Needed t o t alk t o someon e and this ha s helped . Am slowly getting my 
thoughts s quared away - have many guilt J feelings I '•m sure about John ' s 
accident that I must come t o terms wi th yet but will in time .•. 

lg Sept 1a 149 ' 67 
( 

.•. Am very s or ry fo r a ll the lousy letters I fve been sending . 
) 

Would like to review my a ctivities s i nce John ' s accident fi f I may . 
That was Thursday 7 Sept a bout 6 : 00 Pm on the way back f rom fPle i Brel 
in t he muddy, bumpy r oads . He was run over ¥by a tank as you know . 
That s ounds l ike a s imple statement but cannot remember every falling 
apart l ik e I did tha t time . Put a new prem i um on what we are trying 
to do . Ha ve had t o si t down and re - evalu t ate the whole thing . If I 
can bore you a lit tle would l ike t o expand on that .•• 

.•. Tf he Montagna rds are incrediblky dirty , worm ridden , unhealthy 
people who ' s li fe expectancy is 35 years . They live i n mud, have no 
lat r ines , drink ri ce wi n e t hat by any standards is pret ty horrible -
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~ their f ood is go od but tlt®j 'Ye taste buds are quite different. They 

take filth, mud and [91lbugs f or gr anted and,consequently , they ' re in all 
the f ocni, beds, etc. Th ose tha t survive this atmosphere are tougher 
than hell but s mal l and really quite we ak over the long haul in spite 
of t he ir beauti f u l to r sos , heavy mu scular shoulder, legs and back . 
Tfhey have great pride, h onesty a nd integrity and love with an intensity 
t ha t over powers me. In s pite of t h is t hey have~ remained back 
somewhe r e i n the l a t e St one Ag e f or r• ea s ons still obs. cure ! to me . 
That they can and want t o l earn new things ha s been demonstrated many 
t imes t o me . Witnes s Lick Rahl an who hats advanced centuries andl 
li t e r al l y ages in hi s sho rt 33 year s . And the~are man~ ' more . 
Once committed t o a ccrurse they att a ctk it with enthusiasm . It ' s 
getting them to want ftlchange that's the difficult thing to do . 

So why f do I fe el I want t o worJk with these tpeople at all? Why 
not j ust s i t here on the base and wait fo r my DEROS like most of the 
men here do ? There 's plenty of things to do here. Havenj'~ read mo r e 
t han on e book s ince I've be en here . ~and Life are work to me . My 
medical reflexes a re dulled now because they are not constantly honed 
by diff icult medi ca l problems . 

I ' d like t o wr ite ou t some of my ~thoughts for ~but mostly for me . 
The ~?ntagnard s are cau,ght in a h i storical struggle not of their 
1~aking , one wh ich t hey don't unders t and or even care a bout . One 
system of though t - not enti re l y evil - call ed Communism - more speci -
f i cally Chin ese or As iat i c Communism is s eeking to take ove r South-
eas t Asia simply becaus e by doing so it can survive , get the riches that 
a r e he r e - hea l its wounds, feed it ' s belly , and amass • wealth and re-
s ou r ces to con t inue i ts pl anned expansi on beyond the limits of Asia -
f i rst to Indi a , Au strali a , Phill i pines and the islands - and eventually 

~' ~h AlV!ERI A AND Centra l Am erica . The softening up process is going 
f on in t hese plac es ri ght now. Afric a is a ls o somewhere on this time 
t able . Eventually t he U, S . wi l l be i so lated enough and! China and 
f r iends s trong e nough fo r a n even confront a tion - the oriental is not 
con ce r ned t hat this wi ll t ake a long t i me . - he thinks in terms of 
centur ie s,. generati ons - 'fh i s concern is instinctively this way . We 
t hi nk in terms of .ourselves, our parents and children - 10 years , 20 
years , et c . He tth i nks in terms of centuries , movements of nations , 
t he r e is a f l ow of ' pe oples, not of families, etc . in his f thinking . 
(This wi l l be dis joint ed - am getting interrupted frequently again . 
Hope you don ' t mind t his len gthy discussion but would like to 

r eview my thought on paper . You , as usual, get the brunt of t it . -
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Okay, the Mont qgnards are merely a pawn in this struggle. And 
they are tJofta lly unequipped to contend with it. They deal on the 
one hand with a very well th ought out philosophy of guerrila warfare , 
t errorism, dishonesty , etc ., from the "Viet Minh " a s they call them. 
The struggl e is unequal since the Viet Min1h have a world- wide 
philosophy , a very well thought out method, a vastly superior inte~ 
fl ectual foundation from which t o work . The Montagnard sees his village 
or gr oups of villages - and , a t best , the ~ontagnard nation or FULRO •• 
He is intensely loyal to these things but can see very little else . 
The fl ow of world forces , Communism , Democracy , Capitalism , etc . mean 
almost nothing to him . Men like Lick Rahlan with my and others 
constant coaching are seeing the light a litttle but the going is rough . 
There is no historical background such as we have had - he is still 
not sure wh•ere Europe and America even are much less anything1u-tr 
culture , history , etc ., except wh~at I've been able to give'him . And 
he ' s just one very intelligentt Montagnard who would be a fantastic 
genius i f he had all my advantages. Even now he knows 6 differnent 
languages quite f•luently and soaks up knowledge like a sponge . ~His 

shar p eyes don 't mi ss a thing. Gave him a large map of Southeast 
Asia ~nd he ' s devoured it like a dog with a steak . 

.t.s i de f ri om the fac t that I would probably have become involved with 
these people anyw ay , always must be kept in mind that we have been 
sent ~0Viet Naam to fight a war . A lousy dirty war . One that we 
are not allowed t o win ou tri ght for whatever reason . Mostly we are 
try i ng t o stop the aavaHee advance of Communism, a containment war . We 
a re trying t o give the South Vietnamese time and strength and just enough 
security to build a na t ion - a na ti on founded on an oriental version 
of democracy . Whethe r or n ot it will work I cannot say - nor is it my 
job really to decide whether or not we are doing it right. My opinion 
is that we are doi ng the best we can in this lousy situation we 
bl undered in t o . 

Tf his struggle we've gotten into is a great nuis•ance to us , we 
lose a lot of money and good men like Lee Hitchcock and others . It's 
grim for us and our loved ones back in the states . For the Montagnar ds ., 
it t hreatens them With •extinct ion same- same American Indians . So -
good riddance! possibly that's the facts of the matter. And maybe it 
would be best t o just s ay that and let them all go to hell . If we 
could , t hat is. 

The problem is that, even if I felt this way, to leave them as they 
are is to invite the Vie t Minh to step into the vaccuum - as they have 
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done in Plei Wau , Plei Bong Bao , Plei Monu and elsewhere where we used 
to go . (Gre ek's and f Pappy Yoacum ' s vill ages across from Camp 
Halloway) And then we have another Dien Bien Phu here at Pleiku and 
and the Viet Minh win another round . So , you say , so what? This is 
what - we'l l just have t o draw the l i ne somewhere else - Thailand, 
Burma, I nd•i a , Austra lia perhaps - Phillipines, etc. and start all over 
in an other unconvent iona l war n ot of ou r choosing . We ' re set up here -
have poured billions a day int o Vi e t Nam to get set up so why not 
fight it h e re? 

I said unconventi onal warl. That ' s the name of the game . We call 
it Civic Action for want of a better name - actual ly no one has the 
rule book on it - maybe we should use Mao a.s ou r model - his methods 
se em t o work the best . Unfort unately we a re a nation with a public 
conscience and must do everything moral ly including killing Montagnards, 
et c . The Mao foll owers have n o such limitat ion . But we can use his 
othe r metho l ds and I think we ' e do ing tha t little by l fittle as we 
gain experience . 

So we 're stuck with a primitive, dirty , dise•ase infested , ignorant 
bu t honest a nd genuinely loya l people wh m are under terrible life 
and death pressures f r om both sides . I have chosen far one reason or 
other_ - as I ' m sure you or Ed or Weez would l have.;t o work with these 
people . Have qui t the give - away program , the one - stofp "Medcap" 
progi ram . Have chcrnen ·instead t°"' essentially live wi th these people -
t o widen ou r per i meter with f r iend ship , if you will , instead of the 
phony give - away . The crossbo•ws, the looms, the informal English-
Jarai (11 : 45 Pm now ) lessons , the medics we are training and have 
trai ned , the tr ips t o Sai gon with Lick, the many discussuions I have had 
~w~ ith Ton , I ick rc:in•d others - all these are an a ttempt to bring these 
people up to date , t o help t hem compete in the w•old of today . Why 
the effort? - To seal off l ocal ly at least the Ho Chi Minh Trail, if 
you will . 

I r isking my li f e even a lit t le bit * on a voluntary ba sis worth 
it? I think i t is . I know tha t sounds l ike a v e ry poor decision to 
you arP maybe i t i s . Bu t, damn it, sweet ie - life has to be lived -
not foolhardily li~e a r a ce dr ~iver or a circt.us daredevil - but with 
all the proper prec au tions. t Bjut I feel very strongly that what I 
have sta rted mus t be c ont i nued - and by me as long as I am here . 

Hf ave thought long and hard bout this - ~for a long time as you 
can maybe guess. Som eday I ' ll tell y ou a bout the ag•ony - yes , that's 
the word - of inde cisi on ar/ ques t ion~ing I 've been through since John's 
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accident . Suffice it to say it ' been a long 10 - 12 days - maybe I ' ve 
grown up~ a bit in these few days . Can tell you this is the first 
time I've been able to t alk to you or anyone about what I ' ve been 
thinking . Do not feel personally that strongly against Communism 
or for Capitalism . Do feel very strongly agains t totalitarianism. -
or slavery and very strongly fo r freedom . Revere my right to speak 
my mind and live my life as I see fit as I have never done 4-before . 
Never again will my Church or anyone or any influence deny me the right 
to do or say what I feel is right. 

t rn the same way that I hold very sacred my freedom as a person , 
a thinking, independently acting person - in that same way I have 
espoused the problem of the Montagnard , the Negro , or anyone else who 
is denied this righ t fo r wha4tever reason . For this same reason I hate 
Communism with a passion and love democracy with the same passi on . 
For the first time I reali zed the importance of a vote when the Montag-
nards - t o a man - voted in the last election for the canditlate1 of 
their choice . Watching Lick Rahlan champiojl his people has made me 
realize haow importa nt one man can be if he takes the trouble and h• as 
the cou r age to take the trouble - in he • lping his people. And 
Lick Rahlan has six children - and lives under the daily threat of 
vilo l_ent death from many sources . Yet he has the guts to carry on . 
Asked what his religion is by John and myself - he stated very 
succinctly : - "The Mon tag~ards, my family , my work , to help the 
Montaganards." I 'f f buy that for a more impressive religion than 
half the Christians I know . 

Have go tten very carried away in this letter . Will get my R & R 
orders off to you tomorrow morning so you can use them in buying 
your ticket . I hope you don 't judge at oo harshly what I have said . Am 

still very confused a.bout myself . - and not a little chicken about 
the wh ole thing. Hope you understand Wha t I 'm going through . If you 
don't will be ~very sad and disappcranted ..•• 

24 Sept ' 67 150 1a 
. . .. Catch myself thinking more and more of home and less and less 

of the job here lately . My ma•in prcrblem is finding smneone acceptable 
to the Montagnard~l , to freplace myself and{ the others working with 
me . Do nmt want to suggest that I am irreplaceable in any sense, as 
Jack Rudy was not 'irreplaceable . The problem is finding smneone or some 
people who are willing to become totally involved in the problem~ out 
there , live with the people, etc . - even when it gets to be work and 
the novelty weafrs off . Simply stated - must find some people who get 
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the message that friendship with these people secures the perimeter 
from attack . LJLacking this , ~get mortare ed instead of Halloway or 
Pleiku or the like . Enough of this .•. 

28 April 1984 
J mus t take s ome time out to reflect on what I wrote so many years 

ago . No doubt I had come face to face whti th a new f reality . Death . 
Death by vi~olenc e . I was not r eally prepared for it. Up ti l l now 
life had been one challenge a t fter another . Sort of God ' s Providence 
wo r king its wonders with me . Now I had John Watson's"death"to deal 
with, even though he was not dead , f on~ly maimed for life . I had led 
him into t he situation where he could die, a s Jack Rudy had also led 
me . But I was a mat~an - albeit a dreamer wanting to fulfuill 
myself with a cause ~ had succ t:Mnbed to h is charisma . That wa s 
my indi fv idual problem that Jack and I would com e to terms with some 
day. John Watson wa_,s a yofung mtan whom I ~had( lured into the 
r,11 rn t agnard villages when I was absolutel y alon~ and in need of a 
companio • n . That he fell in love with the Montaganards and the 
"cause' ' was an accident . • That I wa-S the reason for his i .i!lfnvol vement 
in the first place , I felt acutely that I should be gui lty . Thank 
God h~ does not feel 1that way today, or so he says . I also feel 
that I let him dowm• in not r eading the "signs" in the f ront gate 
by the shchool yard and lo~t control of the vehicle. ( Charlie Brown 
lost t he tie rod somehow as ~ we went through the entrance/exit in 
spite of the fact we were warned against going tha t way by the bam-
booo sit gns on t he rode). 

Af4~' ter J j ohn ' s accident 1, I came unglued. As I have allud f ed._ 
to in my letters , "Who the hell gives a shi t a bout the ~ontagnards ? " 

It ' s one thing t o go ou t t here rrLfyse t lf for my personal reasons - puttin.tS 
at risk my family without a father on some hair-brained adventure 
as described - securing the Montaganard villages from the Viet-Minkh 
by the for ce of one man ' s personality . I t ' s ano ther to involve men 
whofre assigned a job in th e df ispensary as corpsmen or P . J .' s as 
rescueing ·downed flye rs or even Air Evac personnel{ or even supply 
men or Air po lice ·in a clandestined mission (tot(illy distinct from their 
stated reason to be in Pl eiku ) . I felt respons ible for talking 
them or even inspiring them~~t o g~~~ut t o the villages . I needed to find 
o philosop ; hy of why they should go o' ut with me . The narrative a• bove 
is an a ttempt to do this so I would not be gui~lty of a 6rime that 
I could not live with . By the same• token, if I c oul d not find a 
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valid reason for "my men " to go out to the villages , why did I feel 
I should go out and run the risk of not coming back to my wife and 
family? Thus the discussion and reasoning above. In ftretrospect•, 
the reasonJ ing is not bad . Remember , always , I had promi.sed Jack 
Ru~dy that I would be faithful to my promise to do what I could for 
the Montagnards . I do not like to go ba ck on my word, once given . 
I was learning new depths of my own fear and what courage was.) 

24 Sept '67 (cont ) 150 5a (ocont) 
Want very badly to taAk to you about my problems in depth but 

have , frankly , been afraid to alarm you. We all weigh our words home 
very carefully here so the thought of immenent danger isn't al11Jways 
in your minds . I think this is as it should be. We ourselves a re 
not constantly, at leas t cons ci ously (perhaps su!bconscioujy) aware 
o ~ the danger here. To deny there is an ugly war going on would be 
r ; diculous . To deny we a re slam bang in the middle of it w~uld also 

• be rediculous . It is 4 ou r constant companion here - like booze to 
an alcoholic, or the color of his skin to a Negro . The contrast between 
Clark AB a nd Pleiku AB is simply as tounding. No words I can use would 
de~ibe it. At Pleiku we live with death , wounded , danger and this 
lousy war . 
my so:Bs Ton 
al jth ough I 

Every Vietnamese or Montagnard could be t he enemey - even 
and Hlin could be pressured enough to become the enemy -
feel more ~afe with them and Li ck than with anyone else. 

My first reaction at John's accident was bewilderment and profound 
r eJief - the worst I have ever experienced - the next reaction was 
dis1 gust with this war that has brought us here and can cause a thing 
like this to such a go od man - wanted to drop the whole thing and 
hide somewhere - suffered guilt , pain and deep empathy all in one. After 
seeing John safely on his way to thl(.e States a new emotion came over me 
which J~' m not at a ll proud of - FEAR . I got cold feet , quite simply. 
Especially when I arrived and found out Lee Hit ch cock had been gunned 
down in a planned terrorist action down in Pleiku. I 've known fear 
before many times here as I'll s discuss when I see you - but this was 
a new kind - sort of a m1perstitious fear like the Negroes have when 

.. . 
people close to them die or get hurt. 

This is why I d~dn 't write for so long - did 'nt know how t o tell you 
this and yet wanted. to very badly . Have now sufficiently re•covered 
to go back to work again - must do the job in front of me - more cau-
tiously perhaps - but still it must be done. Have had to dig deep to 
find faith in God ' s Divine Providence and am still a little shakey 

in that department . Your letter of the 15th helped more tha 

You w l.!l 
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ever appresciate. Will not be foolhardy , sweetie - plan to get bachk 
t o you pe ople - but feel I have a definite job to do that needs doing 
very ! badly - and we ' re damned short of people will ing t o do it . In 
fact , a few of us sat down and counted up the men we can r ely on an 
it comes to 10 men - out of 2 ,700 men on this base ! Co l Hullar feels 
verjy strongly th at we a r e · the reason the airbas e has not been hi t -
because awe are contributing in many ways to the good of the Montagnards 
and consequently t hey return the favor by keeping the "Vi et Minkh" 
away from us . I feel that this is true also . There ain't no jmedals 
here , however ,. r ost of the things we do are illegal or not mention-
able . We have attracted a lot of notice regarding our "c i vic action 
methosds" fr om 7th Air Force - it looks like I ' m going t o be asked to 
write an article about what we do - the "agi ve-away" civic a ction has 
had little or no suc cess elsewhrere and the so called "Me d-ca p" 
mjssions a ll over Viet Nam have done nothing but get a ; pt pf ~ib ; ocot 

lot of publicity f or the doctors and a lo t of medicine f orht r he V. C. 
who come in right after the ~edcap teams leav e . 
....... Hope what I have said hasn 't a l a rmed you . Th ink you have guessed 
this much already ~ anywa y . Hav e al ways wondered how I would respond 
t o fear - am not proud of my first reaction but think I've learned 
s omethinf about myself . Please pray for my faith in God . Courage is 
someth i nf. very different thant I thout it was . I t's no fun a t all . 
~!Ui te simply it ' s the ability to handle fear . And the amount of courage 
is in direct proportion t o the amount of fear you have . Do I make any 
sense? 

16 ( ct ' 67n 151 a 
Yesterday (siunday ) was a two bracelet day . Tow sacrifices 

complete with rice wine a on my bare feet, incantations , etc . 
Bill Fulton , ~teve Charles and John Hodgson al so got themselves ini -
ti a ted . One was a t Lil 's house - turns out he was the old chief before 
Ton - and a pparently will be the chief again someday - they have 
elections periodically in the villages - something I was unaware of . 

rom just myself and John Wa tson we have gr own to 5 - 6 men who a r e 
willing able t o go out and odo good work in the villages . Was worried 
f or awhile about having a. repl acement - can relax now . The crossbow 
industry is also quut of my hands now - and this is a good thing . 
Have a few pangd of possessiveness a bout the proj ects that I've 
worked on goi ng out of my hands - much like a parent hates to see a 
child grow up and leave the home , I suppose.l 

For the record , had the following peopl e out a t Plei Br el yester-
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day : Bill Fult on , Steve Charles , Jolhn Hodgson (d octgo r), Lou 
Bra cey (medidc ), tee Ignatowitz (medic) , Browm a n (medic- flight ), 
Chunn (ai r - eva c med i c) , Dave Berrio ( P . J . medic ), Rusty Shields (Maj .-
munitions expert) , Ke n Robe rts (tt - munit ions), Sue JFinche( friend of 
Blers - Red Cros s) , Marsha Ness ~ ( Red Cross - not related to Mary Ness 
Becchetti) , a nd 2 others I don 't even know who came along for the 
ri de . We spread all over the vill ages . - Plei Brel , Plei Sark , 
Plei Phung , Plei Kep . 

Tomor r ow is the bi g day (today actually - Monday ) all the people 
of Pelei Brel go t together and bought a l a r ge water buffalo from the 
Vietn amese - wi ll have a asacrifice today , for the upcoming harvest 
of r ice . It s t a rted yesterday with al l kinds of gong playing , ritual 
dancing a nd fighting . ( Hing ended up wi th a wicked cut under his 
left eye f r om his ritual fight with anothe r man.) Luckily i ' m working 
the dispensary s o don 't have to get smashed today - wull go out 

~ 
Roi Dua ( Tuesday) and join in the fes tivit ies (rice wine drindking) 
Looks like a blast is in the making .... 

20 Cct ' 67 
... . Am glad you had agood time in Hawaii - I did too as you know . 

But have been strangely sad and depressed since I came back . It 's 
not the vi llages exact ly - have go tten into the swing of things again . 
It ' s not the f ac t tha~ much of the work has been taken out of my hands . 
,o t a l most a royal recpt ion in the villages when I got back - very 
embarrassine; .... 

... I f you don ' t mind , woul d like to philosophise fo r a moment . Have 
rece i v ed a large amount of notoriety lately - articles wri tten a boutme 
( T,ord knows where they will appear - or even if they wil , l appear) - ii 
much c onvers a t ion blowing me up t o be quite a hero . I wou ld be a 
fool not to be pleased - but be sides that am confused by it all . 
Someh ow am losing control of the situation - am being caught up in a 

' a big Ci vic Action thin.e- - by "fbaby" is growing up . We have · good 
men wh o have taken the ball and run with it ( today Steve Charles, 
Lick and Bob Mi lle r to ok off for Plei Brel and Plei Sor and I don 't 
even lhave a vehicle to ago out with). We 've had a wild week of it 
as you can gather from the lack of letters . Have spent every waking 
moment either out. in the villages or t a lking about them . The enthusiasm 
is trem endous and very gratifyoing but the "goo d ol' days " are gone 
forever. 

Somelhow I 've been truck in the role of a seer full of know -
ledge abou t these people - wha t 1 s ay is weighed carefully and the same 
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br ain picking prfocess I used on Jack Rudy go es on in reverse now . 
Tha t ' s olk ay . But somehow I feel ilike t he horse that is put out b to 
s tu d ... . 

6 Nov ' 67 161 la 
... The only way I ca n get some solitude wa s t ake a walk wi th my 

hand r ad i o a round the base . As it wa s ran into a g roup of guys at 
b• illetting wh o wan ted t o t alk C ~ ivic Action . Andy Comeau just extended 
f or 6 months - makes his DEROS a year from now. Wouldn ' t do that on 
D bet! Most of these kids extending a re experiencing a challenge for 
t he first time a nd have nothing t o go back to the states for . Tf hey a re 
not married gener-a lly and have more time in the service to spend any-
way . Th 0 y don ' t want to get stuck &n some base like Shep~ard AB 
; pul ling details and wasting their time so they ' re extending . 

Jack Rudy is coming back at some undertermined time - he wrote 
Lick Rahlan that . Will probably go to Kontum as his base . ~would 
guess he ' ll be working for the CIA in some capa city . This should help 
the~ Mon t agnard a lat . If I can get him hooked up with Jim Mor r is , 
t hey would make a good tJ eam .... 
.... Had a suckl ing p~ig sacrificed for us at Lick ' s house yesterday . 
ti ll . have my cough ( same-s ame Sophomore year Med school - remembe r? ) 

- coughed so much Lick ord ered me to bed . Am beginning to really dislike 
~ the t aste and smell of r ice wine . Can'st seem to find my appetite . 
Bill Fu lton ordered 2 poached eggs on toast for me at MaCV - f tasted 
just gr eat ! Think I ' ll live on soft foods for awhile when I get back . 

170 3a 17 Nov ' 67 
... Kay • says people are amazed a t how primitive the Yards look in 

these pictures I ' ve sent home . Am beginning to realize how diffe r ent 
things a re he re forom stateside . Hard • to describe . Guess I ' ll have 
t o t ake some pictures s o my word pictures will make sense . Don ' t 

I 
think I wil l ever forget what it ' s like here - but have resigned myself 
to never being a ble to convey my ~memories to other people. 

My good friend Jack Rudy has gotten bored with life as Assistant 
Dist l r i c t Attorney in Wash . D. C. { and is coming back t o Pleiku- Kontum 
in some CIA r ol e . Ano ther good friend - John Watson +- is star ting to 
walk again after 2 months since his tank accident - He al so wants .t o 
come back . A retired Speci al Forces man has just come back as a USAID 
man . Do n ' t think this will happen to me - but have to admit the r e ' s a 
challenge here like few other places .. • 

174 1a 2?. Nov ' 67 
. .. . . Don't l ike th is going alone bdt at a ll . Sympathize with 
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what you are going throueh. This is s ome of what I went through 
when John Wat s on was run over a nd then Lee Hitchcock murdered . Learned 
f or t he f i r s t t i me what cow a rdice- fear- c ou r a ge is. That .,was the 

' 
time I wa ndered all over Qhui Nh on l ike a lost soul, Clark fAB and 
ba ck here . Damn ed near fel l a pa rt a t tha t time. Have had a much more 
s ober s e cond h a lf of my tour t han the first half. And believe it or 
not, have been much more careful also. Have no intention of winning 
t hi s wa r - in f a ct, t o win this wa r millitar i ly at this time would 
be a g r eat tragedy for these people. Our pulling out would just 
l e"ve th e l Montagna rds to the mercy of the Vietnamese again before 
t hey a re re ady to c ope with the new struggle . Give them 5 - 10 'f more 
yea rs and we'll have some educated Montagnards wh0 1 can read and write; 
have a broader knowledge of world affairs; have medics , .lawyers and 
tea cher; a c ottage industry, etc . The reason I am so infvol ved here, 
S•weet i e, i s that there are damned few people who want or. can get 
involved . We''ve hit on a Civic Action formula that works ~ut it ' s 
damn ed ha rd to sell to an IBM .ta machine or to a career diplomat who 
li kes numbers, quantities, etc to use in Washington DC . I had to 
l i s t , the good men working with me yesterday for Col Hullar and my 
opening sta tement was, "Sir, we have a lot of them now . 11 I then found 
myselt ha r d pressed t o squee ze 10 mames out of my memory! And thatt ' s 
out of nearly 3 , 000 men. Granted it's better tnan when Jack Rudy was 
here and he was qui te literally the Lone Ranger . But we have Gen'l 
Momy er' s off i c i al blessing complete with letters of commendation mention-
i ng t he crossbow industry, etc ., specifically . We ' ve got publicity / .· 
coming out our ears now . Am told I got another spread in t the Stars 
and Stri pes the other day (haven't seen it yet . ) ,,, .•• 

181 1b 4 De c '6 7 
... Apparently I wi ll be an author i ty on Vietnam because I ' m here. 

The only t r oubl e i s that there is no authority on Vietnam . I have 
my opini ons and have certainlhy talked the subject to death here with 
everyon e . C•ne th i ng I am a n authority on - and that's the Montagnard 
pr oblem. I take my ha t off to very few jpeople on that subject . You 
will hea r me mouth off many times until you ' re sick of it - P1lan to 
t ell a fe w wa r storie s in the barg~in . 

Went t o 2 new villages with Lick yesterday. Got a wonderful 
r ecept ion (mos tly because I was with Lick and t~ school teacher fr•om 
Ple i Blang 2 .) Also got very drunk as usual . Was tempted to write 
another drunk en l etter t o you last nite but fuave learned from experience 
t hat' s not the most wonderful thing I can do . Danger? - no sweat . 
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Lick is the most careful, knowleddgeable man in the world up here in 
his country. Let · me telll you a little about Lick Rahlan . 

He ' s 31 , ha• s 2 wives and 6 children . I 've mentioned before all the 
languages he speaks . He Was and still is chief of 32 Montagnared villages 
near Plei Kly - Plei Me . He CJY1an't live there because the Vietnamese 
fear his influence and forbid him to live in a Montagnard village 
ever . I have witnessed very often his pow ere among his kpeople . Just 
a gesture or a short 3 syllable quiet command sends Montagnards 
scurrying in all ~directions . His word is absolute - noone wquesti ons 
it - even Ton who is a chief in his own right . I have not seen anyone 
speak roughjly or argue with ~him. - even the Vietnamese around 
Pleiku treat him with respect although we both know they would stab 
him in the back given a chance. Any Vi etnamese who hurt ~ick around hre 

t 
here and was identified would have to contend with a number of black=-
pajamaed Montagnards or leave the area . 

And ~y et this man is an infant in Saigon . Looks around )ike Alice 
in Wonde r land . Hangs on to me like Kaela - never takes the initiative . 
In factJhe won 't even walk by my side but walks behind me! wherever 
we go . Afte r one week of this I was beginning to wonder if I wasn't 
overestimat i ng him - until yesterday . Somewhere between the Air Base 
and a -M ontagnard village our roles reverse. From an obedient , ignorant 
native who speaks poor English and says "yes , sir " and speaks when 
spoken to on the base - he grows 5 feet and takes on all the airs of 
an all - wise , decisive , kindly but stric~t Montagnara Jesus . Ou t roles 
a r e reversed. I don 't make a move without checking Lick's eyes. These 
roles are we ~ll understood by both of us but •w e 've never discussed 
thsis openly . He knows and understands me - laughs at my stupidity annd 
my a ttempts to speak , think , act and eat like a Montagnard. He 's 
given up on me ever learn~ng to speak Jarai very well - laughs at my 
pantominl e language and says , ''You want to v omit now?" after 3 or 4 
levels of rice wine. We are good friends . After I get home will ex-
plain fully what that means here in this ugly little war we have . 
Reminds me of the Last of the Mahicans story I read a long t ime ago. 
The chewing ou t you gave me afte r the Plei Koteng episode was mild in 
compariason to th~ criticism ihe deferentially gave me when he found out 
I went without him . He was very upset to say the least. 

I Picked up 7 more bracelets yesterday from Li ck' s house. He has 
about 100 pe ople living on his property - they've pitched a big tent 
in his back yard . Maybe I ' ll write Hilton and see if we can get him 
a hotel . Seems the bigger we buuild his house , the more people come to 
see him and ask his advice . That was a good R & R for Lick also in 
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Saigon. 

Tomorrow I pick up 3 more Monatagnards from our villages and take 
them t o Special Forces to befgin their training as medics. At least 
we ' lll leave that as something permanent . While in Saigon , Lick and 
I discussed in detail the Montagnard dilemma - a shadow government called 
the FUJ1RO with every tman i n it an outlaw i n his own country - hiding 
out in Cambodia . And no peace in the highlands (roufghly 1/3 - 1/2 
of the area of this li ttle country)until and unless Thieu and Ky come 
to terms wit~ Y-Bham (Prefsident of FULRO - a Rhade) . and his men. 
J Until Thjeu and Ky can demonstrate some honesty and strength, the Mon 
tagnards will not come into ~dtive cooperation with them. They are not 
V. C. or "ind;genous Vietnames" (as the newsment are so fond of calling 
them) but Montagnards with 5 fully equipped , well trained divisions, 
excellent leadership , great suspicion towards the 1 "Viet ;i\t;inh" ( No -
Vietnamese) , the V.C . f and the So . Vietnamese. They don't particularly 
like the U. S . either or the French. Except always the Spec~al Forces 
and s ome mave ricks like myself, Jack Rudy and others. 

The tirouP'ble is that these 200 odd peo p~ and. men like Lick 
(tota ls may be 2 , 000 men who can read and write) have many porblems . 
They must bring the Mo ntaganard people from the 2nd or 3rd century to 
the 20th centruy , fight a war coming at them from all sides and play 
their cards with supernatural wisdom not to get vitimized and crushed 
by any one or all of their enemies . Soon our war with the No Vietnamese 
will be over - at most 1 - ~ years - probably sooner from the looks 
iof things here . At that time the Montagnards will have had to make 
their deal al ready or Thieu or Ky will simply turn their war ma•cihine 
on the Montagnards and overpowerf them (probably one of the bloodiest 
wars in history - my bet .) 

~The V. C. problem apparent ly is taking carie of itself in the delfta . 
Their organization is crumbling , the Chieu Ho i program is working, the 
North Vietnamese have had to step in openly to man their dwin~ling 
ranks and staff theirtheadquarters, etc. We 're winning slowly but sure-
ly th a t war and everyone here is beginning to see an end in sight. Not 
tomorrow , mind you. But given 3 or 4 more goes like Dak To and the 
punch will be out of the Viet Minh. They've reached ofver 2,000 body 
count now for the.No Vietnamese and they haven't finished yet. And 
that ' s the pride of their Army - led by Giap himself .••• 

..... 6a ... Lick is a Christian this month for Christman( will be 
a Buddhist for Tet , I ' m sure - also has a sacrifice to his gods every 
now and then just to keep everyone happy - can 't take any chances, 
you know . ) Anyway - gave him the box for his kids - there is aJvery 
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happy family tod9_o/ because of it •••.. 

191 1a 20 Dec '6 7 
.•.. Had a good time at Hl in" s house yesterday . All the people 

involve were ou t there - Rill f ulton , Bob Miller (w,ho leaves in 
abjout 8 days) , T. I . Harris , Paul Hawkinis , Dave Berrio (who ' s ove r 
his bout of mal a r ia n ow) , Lick Rahlank , tHlin , Hmyar , Hiu r, Tun (Ton ) 
Ih , Kyl , Hjun , Lee Ignatowicz , J ohn Batey , and l\f> 3 or 4 more that came 
to look on . Also Hlar - Plei Sor ' s chief . We~ had a drunken good 
t ime - a go f i ng- away party for Bob Miller . 

Hav e decided t o go to Tokyo after all - when I come back will 
go do twn to Saigon with Hlin , Tun, Hmyar and Lick along with Bill 
Ful t on and Paul Hawkins . Have been invited by • Col Hulla~ to exp lain 
Civic Act ion to the new general coming in • That ought ~ to be some-
t hing . Have never t a lked to a general before . 

We nt to bed at 8 : 00 Pm and slept ,till 7 :00Am this morning to 
give this rack of skin and bones of miBe a chance to catch up . Feel 
good t oday . Am on cal l until tomorrow at Jloon . ' Will make this 

•.... Have a sacrifice to go to tomorrow afternoon . at Anao ·•s 
house . He ' s the origin al 1 i ttle ol ' bow ma ker that .Jack Rudy started 
with . He and Hluce , Hnuch and Plo have a pig and rice wine sacrifiece 
scheduled fo r me and I,ee I gna t owic z . Suspect a few others wLf;ll be 
present as well . Can see it now . Will be one party after another till 
I leave • 

... • Ended up seeing about 10 patients - thriving practic$e I 
have . Last one was a very special private patient of m• ine - Col Hullar . 
-~my father fi gu re ove r here . Can add another name to those I admi r e 
very much along f with ..••.. Honored me with an in~itation to have a 
beer with him in his quarters tonite . Another all nite bull session, 
no doubt . Will try to keep my opinions on a cone r sational level ~ 
but will probably end up mouthing off again - he usually eggs !me on 
with his eternal questions . 

~till hiaving a great dea~ l of t r ouble liking the Vietnamese in 
spite of the fact things a re improv,ing betweeen them and l the Montag-
nards . Their evident idislike for us , their basic philosophy of s t eali&ng 
and lying as long -as they s teal and lie outside of their family , t heir 
cruelty toward each othe r - directly contra1j to the Montagna.rd p$e'ople-
all these make me furious . They are also next to impossi ble to examen 
or treat . The Vietnamese mommasans c ome in with their stomach a ches , 
et c . , and want trea tment yet won ' t even let you see their bellies 
without a huge amount of struggling , grabbing at my hands , pu . lling up 
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up their clothing , etc ., And yet they ' ll turn right around and sell 
their bottoms at the drop of a pitastre . As far as I ' ;m concerned 
wouldn ' t miss never laying eyes again on one of these conniving , 
stealing , lying hypocritcal people for all of their sad stra'"ies . Sorry 
to blast off but haven ' t Jpnged my mind about these people one • bit 
since I go t here . And , by the way, am still as much in favor of the 
Montagnards as I every was . We got 44 Yards on the base now and they ' 
work circles around the Vietnamese - who a re eternally picking ~the ir 
nose or their ass , standing around , sleeping or doing anything but 
work. The Yards won ' t even take their allottted one hour for lunch -
just eat their sapdwich or rice and head right back to work . All I 
get are r~ave reviews from the men (G . I's) working with them - eventu-
ally should get rid of all the Vietnamese and replace the.ffl with half 
the number of Montaganards ·and we ' ll ge t •twice or 3 times the work done/. 

15 Jan ' 6 2 0 1 1 a 
.... 

•.. Got in Friday nite about 9 : 00 Pm . Af ter taking Lick home 
w~~ent t o bed . Saturday - w•ent out with Berrio andBrian Riel ( a 
dentist from Qhui Nhon who has done wonderful things with the Viet -
namese up and dwown the coast - came up here to see if he can pick up 
some tips on working with th~ese people . A go,od man to have along . 

i he Yards love him. Another Jack Rudy . Went to Hnuch ' s house for the 
sacrifice he kept insisting he was goi ng to have for me . As usual , 
he '~d f orgotten all abou t it . Ended up instead at Huir ' s house in 
Plei So r - could only take about 8 levels of rice wine before I quietly 
fell as leep. By the time they took me home about 8 - 9 o ' clock was 

I 

fairly so ber4 . Stuck to coffee and water once I got back ands felt 
pretty good this morning . Went out a4to ~Ring ' s house today for a 
sacrifice - not for me but for GIR who ' s been gone for about 2 weeks 
working fo r the Special Forces . When Hing discovered that I ' m leaving 
in r 4 days , he was re a lly upset - wants to have a sacrifice ~or me but 
t old him I won ' t have time . Also took in a sacrifice at Hluce ' s house 
and then ca.me home by 5 : 00 Pm - went right to bed - was awakened by mu -
sic a t 9 :00 Pm from the Officer's Club . Have been drinking coffee and 
Pepsi ever since . Goi- a hot shower and a new set of clothes and feel 
pretty good right .now except I ' jm hungry . 

You can't believe how ni·ce people have been to flr)e here . Ever.yone 
takes very go od care of me and someone is always with me to make sure 
I get back okay, ge t my sleep!( , remember my camerat, etc . It ' s tough 
to say good bye to the Monta.gnards and tougher yet to say goodbye to the 
people I '4ve come to know here on the base . Charley Brown left on R&R 
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•yes t e r day so s a id J goodbye t o h i m. Bob Shult:;1.1 i s gone. J i m Hawkins 
has left. And , Sweeti e , would y ou believe r I have only 4 more days 
in Pl eiku ? Pr oba bl y t h is lette r and one or tw o more and then there• 
won ' t be any re a aon t o write because I ' ll beat them h ome! 

H) ave a s aa r t fic e t o go to at Anaow' s house tom orrow - if he remem-
bers . These people a re cele bra t i ng t hwe i r New Year's now and have 
been on a steady dr unk for the l ast 2 we eks . My going away is just 
an oth e r ex cuse to have some more rice wi ne . Tuesday is the bilg 
J s a cri f ice a t Hlin' s house - ~ C ol Hull a r , mys e l f, Bill Fulton, Lick , 
Hl in , l~ny ar , Huir , Ki l , Ton , Hinh , Jun , - eve ry one i s apparently going 
t o be the re I t' s · a good i dea - tha t way I can have my blast and pass 
ou t and ca ll i t a t our. Wedne sday I have t o go t o Ii i ck' s house for 
a fin a l ~s ac ri fic e and t hen it' s home , s wee t ie . Ache all ~ over and 
am shaki ng a s I write in anticipat i on . 

20 2 17 J an ' 68 1a 
Wel l , it ' s coming t o an iend . Had my big s a ,cr i fice a t Hlin's 

h ou se t oday - 14 jugs of r ice wi ne - one f rom ea ch of the men there. 
f:ol Hu llar , Jiick , Ton , Maj or Paul Hawkints , Berrio, Roy Worthington, 
bJ,ee Igna t owicz , Hl in , Hmya r, Hinh , Huir, Kil , Karr, Jun , even Agleo 
fr om Ple i Ko teng , Bill Ful t on , T. I . Ha rri s , Ral ph Nagle (new man I~'ll 
tell you about s ometime ) - a ll k i nds of s trange rs - a l so Brian Riel, 
Fr ank Barnett (he ' ll put me up i n Cam Rhan fr om Friday till Sunday when 
I leav e here . ) Got drunk and wa s t aken b orn e by John Hod4gson and 
Steven Cha r les . l ept f r om 5 PM t il l 11 Pm and have been drinking 
coffee ever sj n ce . Have been asked my opini ons about Viet Nam, the 
Montagnards , etc by generals , colonel , L . C.'s, Majors, Captains, EM 'sf, 
ad nauseam . They a ppear t o t hink I kn ow s omething about this thing . 
I know only on e t hing for sure - I' m si cN and~. tired of the whole 
th i ng . t/ant t o go home very badly a nd be wi th y ou and the ki ds . · 
f•lay f!. be J ' m just t i red peri od . But can gene r a te very little enthusiasm 
for anyth ing remote l y related to this lousy wa r. I'~m all f or "fl ower 
powe r . " !Yiaybe when I ge t away from he re, I ' l l mi s s i t but think it'll 
take a long tim e . 

.... Am wwear i ng this jacket I . re ceived f r om Hlin t oday . I t's 
· beau t iful . They say that if I s leep with this jacket on, then I c.an 

t alk to them and they will hear me . Al so Hlin gave me the family 
gaung - level - t hat you mea sure t he rice wi ne you drink with . A very 
s peci a l gift - lik e givjng the f amily silv e r away • 

. . . . Tomorrow is IJi ck ' s s a c r i fi e for me a nd Thursday is Ton's blast 
and then I ' m through ! Hur r ay ! Was going t o leave Thursday but 

1'on wa 

....... --.. ~----· -
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Ton was broken hearted when he learned I was going to leave without 
giving him a chance for a sacrifice . Oh well . That ' ll be the end , 
though . No more. May be a teetotaler when I get back home •.••• 

' 




