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Chapter X.V The Guerrilla wr-/ ~ ~ 

" I f you know the enemy and know yourself , ynu need not fear the re~ 

sult of a hundre d battles . If you know yourself but not the enemy , 

for every v ict ory gained you will also suffer a defeat. I f you know 

neither t he enemy nor yourse lf , you will succumb in every battle ••• " 

" All warfare is based on deception . 

"Therefore, when capable , prete nd in_:-capacity. tlh en active, feign 

inactivity . 

"Aben close at hand , make it appear you are far away; when f ar away, 

that you are near . 

"Offer the ene my bait to lure him ; feign disorder and strike him . 

" .~h il e be concentrates prepare against him ; whenever he is strong , 

avoid him . 
\ 

"An ger his general and confuse h i m. 

"Pretend inferi or ity and encou~ge his arrogance . 

"Keep him under stra i n and wear him down . 
11 't/hen he i s un ited , divide h im. 

"Attack where be is unprepared ; sally forth when he does not expect 

you ." Sun Tzu c irca 600 B. C. 

" 'l'he purpose of war is to defeat the enemy ' s will to figh t. 11 

Clausewitz 

Mu ch has be en said during the course of these chapters a nd else-

where of cadres , "V . C . 11 , 'I iet Minh and the role that t he Mon tagnar ds 

provided as the sanctuary for t he elusive enemy . So well was this 

san ctuary given t hat, unless the enemy chose to engage our forces in 

open combat , be remained invisible either i n his tunnels , beneath the 

canolpy of t he jungle along the Ho Chi M~nh trail or he simply melted 

irrtb the population. 
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Many words have been written describing t h e f rustrat ion of the US 

t roops over thi s protracted struggle i n not ever seeing t he enemy unless 

as a body count . Even then, there wa s cons i derable doubt whether or 

not t h is was actually a "V. C. " unless a weapon was found on his person 

or suitable indentification could be f ound . Ye t there were an estimated 

million and a hal f of these guerrilla "VC" pr esent. Mostly they were 

thoggh t t o be hiding out in the "strateg i c Hi gh l a nds , " a lways poised 

f or a well chosen battle . Behind t hem were the ma in f orce North Viet -

namese troo ps , a gain h i ding out s omewhere else i n the Hi ghlands . 

The obvious questi ons present t hemselve s : How did t hey survive in 

the impenetrabl e jungle wh ere even our best jungle figh t ers coul d last 

no t more than a few we eks? What did th ey eat? How did t hey ke~~washed , 

c lothed , free of di s ease a nd healthy eno ugh t o f ight so well? How did 
\ 

they keep warm in those cold Highland nit es? How did they communicate? 

Jhere did they l ive , fi nd companionsh i p , have sexual relation s , some 

comfort s of home? Ei ther t hey we r e sup~r-human and could survive like 

a n i mals in the dangerous jungles;~1i.'Ja~edicated human beings 

wh o could survive f or ten to fifteen years out there, or there had to 

be a place for them to experience at least a #4semblence of a normaID 

l i fe ? 

The answer , i n many case s , was that they live d a remarkable double , 

tr i pl e and sometimes four - part life . They were chameleons in a very 

dan gerous ga me of hide an d ~~was an old Orie}a1 heritage , long 

pr act ise d over centuries . Jlll.ttch Cf's t he American Black~ during his slave 
~--~ 

days , ~learne d th e art of appearing as a submis sive slave f or the white 

master , yet reserved an i nner dignity and life for h imself and his 

family.~ too the Vietnamese and expecially the Montagnards had learned 

to live a life of secrecy apart from their outward role of the submissive 

peasant or "moi " they displayed to the world . 

The Orient reveres especially th e Magician wh o amount)to almosf-
8); 
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a mustical god- like figure . Ho Chi Minh , liv~ a life of a chamele on 

with frequent - some twelve - change s of names until he finally emerged 

as Ho Ch i Minh (the Enligh tened One) in 1945. Only by a peculiar de -

formity of his left ear was he recognized as Nguyen Ai Quoc ( Nguyen 

the Patriot) who started the French Communist party in 1921 . Nguyen 

Ai Quoc was actually his fourth name; Nguyen Sinb Cung being his given 

name at his birth in 1890 . Because of his ability to survive and change 

roles amidst a constant hun t for him by his enemies, his legend grew . 

By the time he emerged as Ho Ch i Minh in 1945'he was reverenced by a 

great majority of h is countrymen as a supernatural being . That he 

embodied for them their true aspirations for nationhood fur t her enveloped 

him in a supernatural light .~~~'/~· 
One of the things be did that harked back to the ancien t days when 

t he Ch inese were defeated , was to melt into the forbidden highlands 

and make this his base of operations . Not once , but many times . From 

1941 to August 1945 be survived i n caves with his few fo llowers and preachE 

and organized , always on the move. Again from 1946 to 1954 when the 

French were finally driven out of Vietnam , be ~.Myi;v~ ,.., 
f orbidden Highl ands . Very sick most of the time wi t h malaria , mal-

nutrition , heavy smoking , frail constitution . And yet he survived a nd 

lived to be 79 years old , dying in Sept , 1969 . He lived to see the 

beginn ing of the reali zation of bis united Vietnam after the Tet Offen-

sive in Jan ' 68 and the breakdo wn of the US will to see the war 

through . 

One of the ke y pieces in this pu zzle of ho w he survived in the 

foroidding , strategic Highlands bas been al l uded t o but never r eally 

discussed in depth by either side as yet . 

~or centuries the High lands North and South had been peopled by 

the f·1ountain people - collectively called 1tmoi 11 by all the lowland 

Vietnamese , Cambodians , and Laotia ns , as we have said re pea t e u•ly 
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before . They were a mixed group as outlined in chapter VT of Malayo -

polynessian , Malaya - l' ibetan people distinctly different from their 

lowland appressors . '!' hey were unj terl by a common !1atred of t hese lo w-

landers . The hatre d and despising were re ciprocated witb whole hearted 

furvor by tLe lowlanders . Yet Ho and Gi ap not only found sanctuary with 

the moun tain tribes hut recruited , trained and c onvin ce d them to become 

~ oi their matil\14 for e troops in North Vi,etnam . ,\s we have mentioned , the 

} 12 and J ' ~th di visions were wholely montagnard crack di visions manned 

a nd le d by Montagnards . The 608th division ~as manned by Montagnards 

and led by a great f rie nd to the Montagnards , a Vietnamese by the name 

o~ Jt was t hese troops that won the great victory of Dien 
~~ i.{,i_L ~/,,..., ,,()--1.,/l'Iµ 

dien Phu in 1954 . 1' 7'tl~~1 these crack divisi on s that parti-cipated 
-y;l.A!-""l 1 (\ 

in the later s i x week debacle in 1975 ~ s pel led the end of the Thieu 
\ 

regime and the end oi' the 3e cond Vietname se .Jar April 30 , 1975 s ome 
I , . ,,,,_L~ 21 year s lat e r . ::;omeday the full stor y will ~ OO'b . ( .(_ /-'--..._ .l .~___..,} 

At tht risk of preaching in stead of mere stor y te lling ,, I f eel it 

is necessary th at you , t he reader , shou l d ~kno / s ome thing of what a cadre 

- a guerrilla - is and what makes up the e lemen ts of a successful 

guerrilla v1ar . .. Ji t hou t t h is kno wledge you will bave read many pages 

,1j_ th out gain in:; an inolg1J t, into future guerrilla 1:1ars . 'J'h is ,-ms a gr eat 

part of our proble m ·1r1ile fig11t ing the vm$° in '/iet ii.am . I t need not be 

repeated if .1e ta<<e the time to consider some simple points . . _ 
t;.~.i.Lre-- . (..<, ...,v11...L .J....,L 

I'he rules of .~uerrilla ·1arfare ~ first discussed by a $ D\YtawaJ1 

by t!Je nar:ie of .:;un ·r:0u around 600 BC . in a little book entitled "The 

Art of :/ar " . I have started this c}Japter wi t h h i s ten basi c rules . Re -

cently t bey have ga ined some prominence in our literature thanks to 

James i;; cavell - of 11 Jhor;u n 11 fame . The v1ord " guerrilla" of course , means 

" l ittle warr i or" or " l itt le war" . 'l'he name 11 cadre 11 takes it roots 

from the word 11 f our 11 or 11 Quartre 11 or " s quare" - mean i ng framework. 

(1L l~s t hought t o be the or iginal frame or nucleus of trained personne l 
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around which a larger organization could be built or trained . The 

"cell" - usually conceived in revolutionary terms as a tight three man 

group of cadre , 11as its deJ?ivation from t 11e ·-·ame words as "hell" or 

"ke l" mean ing a hidden undergr ound 

place . It was thought of as the primary organ izational unit of a poli-

tical party living or working in the same (secret) place or engaged in 

the same occupation. 

In Viet .K am and in the Highlands all ~activity, of necessity , fl. 
J;vV'~ •"/ {lu_ (j-,}L<w-?..,..l~ ~o ~7 ~ 

had to go on in total secrecy . · The glue of this organiza¥ion must be 
71"'-~~~ 

a 11 Cause 11 for which all members were willing to die . ~hey mast be 

desperate men - made deoperate by having noth ing to lose "but their 
.( 

Chain s " as the saying goe..; . ~ithl!--hunt ed for pol itical crimes~~ 

of imprisonment or torture , widows or survivors of families w.l:li of1 h*' 

been v ic f;Jne>Uol "tt-:a~~ starved and made desperate by pr ivation -

wllatever the reason 1 these men and women must have a desperate c..reason · 
'\ .· / / ~ 

to become guerrillas . GI f;,c-v--L- .~ c.... - , (...1- ·,J- ..... ~'-~t. 7 ./TYu...~1..,,,..'J'- ~t .. '"n• .. · ..,L- ./ 
1 

W,-L-~~ /\A.Lo .,{~e.--.-J ~A.,( bt.( M--Li .U~ t;11~ A--.J.-;1~--1/'·rt~~A-~ ~~ 
The cause would vary fr om place to place and person. to person but fltht--

~ ~'" it generally is centered on a combination of love and i~~lscab~e hatred -

the most basic drives man feels for which he will sacrifice all else . 

Patriotism , love for ones rac e or tribe or village or family or an-

cestors or nation i s a basic drive of love . Hatred for one who seeks 

to de stroy these is the reversal of that love . Both are powerful motives . 

The ~ontagnard in South Vietnam perceived the South Vietnamese and 

t he US Army as bent on a policy of extermination of their people . Genocide. 

The North Vietnamese bad already established more than half their moun-

tainous country as Aut onomous Montagnard areas guaranteed by their t'on-
sti tution . Many of the Montagnard returnees from North Vietnam· had seen 

t his actuality during their sojurn and training sessions in the Nor:bfrl 

and were convinced of Ho Chi Minh ' s sinceri~y . 

Many of the Mo ntagnards had had time to develop the philos ophy 
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hl.le under the tender mercies of the South Vietnamese 
of their cause w -, -; - .. ,/ ~,,, -·~ /uL-a !Ju..H/t. -.:I-~ ,,. ~ - • d . t . 1 

· . 1 d. oft~n with out charge . T ; s :Qas been the tra 1 iona when they were _JJ1:e / ~ 

{JL~~ ~ ht d through the centuries. place of iltc~ng out revolutionary thoug own 

and dedi·cated to it , the guerrilla ' s next once convinced of the cause 
th a se He must be patient, job was to survive in order to carry on e c u • 

plann ing on a lifetime of struggle against a powerful enemy in a pro -

tracted struggle . Patience and timing, gu ile and secrecy. The 

Mag ician . 
Sometimes Mobility was his only means of survival . Once caught and 

eliminated, he became useful only as a 

e scaped and assumed a new identity, he 

martyr to the cause . If he 
~~~r 

could once again work-1.for the 

struggle . He needed many sanctuaries , many identitie s , many allies and 

· Ho Ch i· Mn i·n escaped to Thailand places to hide if he were to survive . 

as a head-shaven mo~k by the name of Ch in Ch in in 1928. Once he sold 

breads from a cart in another role in Hanoi . 

The guerrilla often needed to be ruthless, eliminating those ~ot 

totally dedicated to the cause be fo re he in turn was eliminated. He must 

be personally incorruptible , totally dedicated to the cause until death-

or lie , too, could be eliminated by the same people who gave him sane-

tuary , i'/lJO hi d him. 11 The guerrilla is like a fish in the water , II ... 
~s t he guerr i lla cadr e works for the cause , i f he is clever and 

brave , Le will 11 a ve lots of opportunities to develop legends about him-

self and will a ttract people equally dedicated and brave to the cause -

forming a cell . ~eanwhile he must steadily educate his equallyndesp~rate, 

but reluct ant and hopeles s people in t 11 e reality of the cause and give 

them hope . In the parlance of the revolutionaries , this is called 
iJ the 11 :.t_wakening . 11 I n our contry Martin Lut he r J(.:'._ng , Jesse Jacks'on and 
/\ 

others have done t h is for their people . Gandh i of India , Daniel O' Con-
' ne ll of Ireland , Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson did these t hings in 

their day . The cadre must be teacher , pro pagandist , political organizer 

~--u 
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and activist usin g his dedication and magical deeds to create the 

legend , the charisma, the energy of tbe revolution . Love for the 

cause , hatred for the enemies of tbe cause . Any ally could be used . 

Even the enemy ' s ignorance could be used . The central theme was the 

uDltimate cause . For Ho Chi Minh it was the liberation of Vietnam from 

all foreign influence and the freedom of his people to live their 

lives as t hey chose . 

For the Montagnards the cause was autonomy either under the FULRO 

confederation or under a guaranteer of their autonomy sucb as Ho Ch i 

Minh ' s regime. If the South Vietnamese or Americans or French before 

them could show th e ir good ~ill towards the ~ontagnard's autonomous 

homeland , they would listen . But they saw very little evidence of good 
~µ,µ,... 

faith over the year~ . The,.Vietnamese were men "who talked , did not walk . " 

Meanwhile they would build their forces under the Special Forces ' s trainin 

use people like myself to learn new skills , acquire wealth and educa-

tion and s imply wait. 11 ••• for timing is all important . " 

The time was not right while the overwhelming presence of the US 

Army and Air Force was in their back yard . Someday the Americans would 

tire of this endless war . The rumor was circulating among t he Montagnards 

in the summer of 1967 that the US were leaving soon and that t he Ameri-

can people were already tired of what appeared to them to be a senseless 

war . Meanwhile time to organize , to proselitize, to convince the re -

J.Jictant that there would come a time in tlie future for their dreams of 

autonomy , for ridding themselves of the hated Vietnamese , their Cause 

would be a reality . 

The Montagnards , in my many talks with them over t he i r fire s and 

numpai at nite talked endlessly about their hatred f or the Vi etnamese 

and their hopes for a free Monaagnard Highlf!.nds under their own gover n-

ment . The phrase " Sfter Amerikai leave , Montagnar d fini. •• " did not 



necessarily have a ring of despair to it . They knew they had a power -

ful ally in t he .<Jo riJln 1/ i etnamese . 1 Jany f•,'.ontagnards had seen what wonders 

!Io and his government had wrou gh t i n the North for those Montagnards in cy.-_-y1.1_/ 
These were v i l l agers wh o had ~ as young men t heir autonomou s zone . 

th> 
in 1954- 56 ~the North for training and bad returned with hopeful 

tales of the wonderful , r espectful treatment g iven t he Montagnards in 

the I orth . They were well aware of > t he crucial role played by Montagnards 

in the defeat of the Fr ench in North Vi etna m. Many of t hese Montag-

nards we r e back now in their villages ~ith go od education, go od combat 

training and cou ld apeak to their fellow villager s with authority of 

tlie eye - vii t 1ess - and the bro t her. 

The reader has the advantage over me as he reads this accoun t . At 

the time I was in t-e villages in 1967- 68 I knew dimly these things , at 

best . 1 cou l d surmise tl1at those men such as Kh at and Lick Rahlan and 

:l in and several others had a "hidden agenda " , so to speak , but I did 

not know in depth Nhat a guerrilla or cadre was . Noon e bothered to 
{~.A~ 

iDstruct the 
11 

i merican soldier in guerrilla warfare before }Je left for 

th e war . irn y in fo r mati on he picked up was strictly on-the- job t raining . 

Thia in marked contrast to t he Vietnamese or Montagnard "VC " whose 

trc:in in:_; .;a0 daj_ l~· dn i !Jtense by the po l itical comm i ssar or cadre 

•.1Lose authority ·.;as greater than the military leader do wn to the smallest 

celj_ apparatus . .fe '.Je re totally out classed and , therefore , out- generaled 

!'ro;ri the smallest unit to the largest in the vital subject of guerrilla 

.-,ar "'are . 

On ly tlle 3pecial Forces and se lect CIA trained operat i ves were on 

a par with t he ir enemy counterparts . The enemy had t he a dvan tage of 

beinc; invisible to all hut the most d i s cerning eye in 11is native land . 

l~y task ~as to learn as ~ went , walkin g on ~ggs with out breaking too 

many . 
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l. Glo·:tly learneu to reco::nize tt e ':1i28ial look in tlJe eye of t1Je 

supposedly ...,imp le 11 moi 11 peasant , t(·e erect }-'O'..J ture , the show of intelli -

gence and e ucat ion .11·1ere none s110-lld be . 

Meanwhile I learned to love tl1e r•:ontagnarcls because of tlieir h os -

pi tali ty , their honesty 011 a day to day bas.L· , their absolut e guarantee 

of 11 r .. y body " once th el.r ;·JOrd , their sacrifice anu tJieir spec i al bra-

celet 1·1ad been g i ven . ,,_ ._ , 11 . z../tt'/.. O-;,... !uLlt-'t/ht!,;, :J?,,J.~~,,.__,.,,. 
~ ~~(../ A-"" ... cr~t--t (/--?,,-~ , LA' ! J I -

~1v~~0tarted ou.r own political action discuss ions in the dispensary 

after hours with select corpsmen and pararescuP men about the realities 

of the war in the Highlands . ~ventually my room at MA!i , piled high 

·:1it1J crossbo\,;s and supplies , -.;jt] ,;hultz and .T a.nd .John Va lue , "raflk 

~ayal and ·harlie aro~n becam~ t~e gathcrinc place for many heated 

Jiscuss i ons abou.t t he Lontagnards , the UJ mission , etc . F- troupe in 
\ 

0a i gon was anoth er behive of discussion during my frequent visits . 

3low1y .·the true nature of the guerril la war started to come clear . The 
.{~1,..(-<J 

once clear ~ betVJeen the W<'orces of F'reedorn 11 vs . 11 Comrnun ism 11 became 
- -":Y t/;' ' 

~broken down into the less clear issues . They can roughly be listed 

as .follows : 
P.tf:d.>i ~-e.~ 
' ---pt!.£'5 s 

~ 

~PG- ~ f!.. 11 i1Tat i onalism 

Co lonialism 

1·.ercantilisrn 

:~C:onomic : Re lig ion : 

1-.'api talism 1:aterialistic 
At lle iBm 

P olitical : 

Totalitarianism 
Dictatorsh ip 
Kingship 

fl! 4 µA t£. P 
,Nn::.f!_v,GvJ !. eocolonial i sm 

An i mism 
Juddh i sm 
An cestor ,·/orship 
·_.onfusionism 
i,1usli rn 
Christianity 

Autocracy 
De~y 

fn'ar chy if 
~nternational 

Jpl1eres of 
Influen c e 

~;oc lalisrn 

Theism 

e began to see that the blurred lines went both ways and , as John 

Value said , 11 .:arn are neither jus t or unjust •••• but the condit ion o.f 

JOQrl • II ta 1Jy discovered , after reflection , that our system may no t 
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be as "pure" a system as we had once tbougltt. 'i.J e came to realise 

that all systems were an imperfect blend of all these factors . ~e 

remained proud of our country 's i deals , and , I be l~eve most of us are 

to this day Super-Patriots~ came slowly to realize that what we 

took for granted as the norm in our country , simply would not work in 

this land so different from ours in many ways . We saw Ho Chi Minh as 

the hero and greatest guerrilla warrior of his people . The Super Cadre. 

he had the Mandate of Heaven for even the ~ontagnard peopilie , it seemed . 

Our weakness ultimately, it seems , was that we did not feel our~ 

c:J_~ ~ause of defending the "T!'or ces of Freedom" - meaning an American , "demo -

cratic" materialistic , sometime Theistic , capitalistic neo- colonialism -

v1as as compell ing as tbe Vietnamese cause of Nationalisrn or the Montag-

nards cause of Auto~omy . Many never considered what the real issues 

were . .le all continued to look for the "VC" enemy . More and more some 

of us began to feel the enemy was us • fA1"1t-~ /t- C<- c( _/YL--IO 

.id. /l-r( -<JA' /Lff l'-C-rt- ;L-

.. ,._ 
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o,.d yt..~ 

_:_r~1_:::._\,{_)~--~~~-:-~~~~------

-t-'V-<. v~ 
The cadre is the core ~ backbon~ of the movement, the,.personi 

I 7 hfJ ~ t;JhJru; 
f ication of the cause . He is totally dedicated) to ~ r-·r .. 

-._.? lifelong committment. He is a combination P,Otl_tician, pr:&st, ~ 
hero and policeman. He wins by persuasion. :rie is -:ir~ly to 
defend himself. He is at his best when no viol/nee is used. The 
object is to win over a village or group of people by persuasion, 
inspiring and convincing them their best interests are achieved 
by joining and supporting him in the cause. 

For this he needs absolute secrecy; a false identity,, a new 
name, a new occupat ion_::,~ must find a place to hide - a sanctuary. 
Often this sanctuary is~the people he serves. The guerrilla 
becomes an actor in a dangerous game . 

~~ 
~~ 
l-; Lk ~ 
w~ 
i-k~ 
~~ " ..•• the world should never know precisely where one stands, 

~~i.-e,lo~ 1 ~not only should the organization be clandestine put so should the 
sy )IT"" 7

1 
member~hip ••• no position is ever irretr ieveable ,, no commi ttment 

·ever final •.. 

.. 

'Be flexible, be changeable, adapt . No organization is com-
pletely undisguised; but the best leadership has a third layer -
reality ..• 

' ..• a1 ·most certainly the proclaimed leader is not the wielder 
of maximum influence •.• Members assemble around individual leaders 
rather than a political platform . The best leader is paternalistic, 
sly, skilled at intrigue, master of the deceptive move, possessor 
of unt-'>ld layers of duplicity, highly effective in the world in 
which be moves . Sagacity in the follower consists in knowing whom 
to join and when, for timing is all important." Ho Chi Minh 

" •... The guerrilla must live among people as the fish in the 
water; if the water is polluted , or too cold or too warl}\ the fish 
will die; so with the people and the guerrilla ." Mao Tse-tung 
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It was especially ·hard for me those first few weeks. After coming 

back from Saigon, I had a lJ}~ . ~t sick call to make up CB'.ld a lot of 
nites on duty • I had no~reason to go back to the villages , 

i 

except a few idle half-hearted invitations to come back after I had 
seen Jack Rudy off. 

~uckily I had the daily visits to make to Flo's to care for his 
wife's ank)Je. iiueh:ily al so for me. two other things~ppened in my 
favor. There was an outbreak of measles in Plei Brel CBJd the two 
adjoining villages and I wa:s asked to come do what I could . The other 
fortunate thing for me was that Lick had accepted a job as the offi-
cial interpreter for Col. Hullar with a GS ~ating of 11 (approximate-
ly a Captain's salary LJ ). This made him available to me as an 

~nterpreter also and he promised to go with me wherever I went as 
my friend and helper. Jack had stressed that I stay close to Lick 
and follow his advice. I was to avoid contacts wlth Saih because the 
Montagnards "did not know him." I was aware that Lick was a powerful 

_man in the region and·a mem,ber and leader of the local FULRO . In 
·my · naivete I thought that he was going with me because Jack had 
recommended me to him as his replacement. I was also aware that th¥e 
South Vietnamese were after him for various activities in the FULRO 
and had, indeed , ~~11,~~n ~son without charge for nine months. he 
was allowed to live in the refugee village Pleiku Rho in a rundown 
shack with his refu~e relative, but NOT in a Montagnard village --
ever.. I thought this was an ideal arrangement both for Lick and 
myself. For Lick be cause he would be free of South Vietnamese per-
secuti~n: for me because I could use him as my ticket into the villages. 

-I did not inquire further into Lick's activities and layalties for 
the moment. I merely assumed he was for the Montagnard and Air Force 
alliance that went on locally. He : s ould also use me for me-dical 

. help and liason with the Special Forces. It was an ideal arrangement. 
e... v~~~ I am not an overwhelming person. Physically slight, bald, awed 

)cr:'o~d~ by many people and events and full of 'self doubt. On first sight I 
O can be easily overlooked and taken for granted. Lick also can come 

on as Casper Milque-toast. We made if quite c a pair as we looked each 
other over - now without Jack Rudy's charisma and flashing smile and 
eyes between us ----only the memory of him still fresh . 

I went with him frequently between sic1<. call and nite call to 
minister to Plei Br~el and Plei Sor, Plei Phung's outbrea~of measles, 
took care of Ton's cows and pulled teeth and bought some bows from 
Plo, tended Flo's wifes's sick leg, and little by little let my pre-
sense be felt r I · courted Ton and made sure I followed Lick so as 

nu , 1 • 
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n0t to break taboos and offend the people. Ton and took a liking to 
each other and I decided to use his home as my base. At his sugges-
tion, I quit the give-away program but pushed hard for the crossbow 
sales and talked up the idea of Montagnard medics to be trained at 
the Special Forces a.s per ag reement with Capt~ 

Menawhile I had to think hard about what I was domng in the 
villages. In spite of my optimism and enthusiasm and Col Hullar's 
agreement that I go out to the villages, I was acutely aware that most 
of the other officers and many of the men on the base thought these 
trips to be a waste of time and energy . . Except fpr the P.J. 's 
and a few medi cs, the dispensary f~~t that I wa s meddling i n somet~jne 
not in my job descripti o~r and screwing up their schedule and vehitle 
with my trips. I had ;to walk carefully at first and scr%upulously 
was on time for sick call and made sure that I followed the letter 
of every rule. 

What if noone went out to the villages? What possible problem 
~ould they cause in the face of overwhelming fire power of both the 
Army and the Air Force right next door to them? Obviously we could 
blow them off ~ the map as we had demonstrated in many 
cases farther out towards Cambodia. These were the refugees from 
some of those villages who had come in from the outlying villages to 
seek the safety of close proximity to the Air and Army bases. How 
could they possibly be a danger to the bases? 

And yet, coming from the villages was nite fire. Coming from 
some of these villages were the guerrillas who attacked Pleiku and 
Camp Halloway repeatedly. We were aware that not all the people in 
these refugee villages were victims of the V.C. Some , perhaps many 
of these people may be V.C. hiding as refugees. These vill~ges gave 

... sanctuary during the nite (and perh:?-ps during the day) to the V ~C. -
whoever the "V.C." were. Prior to Jack's going out in the villages 

\.\lo\ 
north of the Air Base, our perso•el haa been virtual prisoners during 
the nit~n their little base. Even 1the road from the Air Base to 
PleiKu(A{a8 not safe. It appeared that , without some presense and 
friendship bond between the local refugee villages and the Air Base 
personnel that the situation would not improve but deteriorate as 
it was doing around Camp Halloway. I was the only one at that time 
in April - May who pad an invi te and who knew at least some of the 
people in the villages north of us. Sick call was my game. The cross-
bow business was another reason to go out. The Montagnard medics 
were an idea that showed promise. Lick and Ton and Hing and the 



107. 

~owmakers would be my hosts at Je3e~ at firS't until I had either 
used up my credit or had established that I was a real friend -te 
the~~ people. They watched me. Oh how they watched me. 

I had to be aware that I was in danger although &t first I 
reveled in the thought I was actually doing something for the cause 
and not just existing for 365 days, getting drunk and dying of bore-
dom. Mostly I dug deep into my "old" philosophy that good will out . 
I knew I would not overpower these people with my personmality. I 
refused to buy their friendship, having found out in boaarding 
s chool that Qjiendship is not for sa:J]) The Montagnards may have 
been primitive but they were not dumb. They read each man for his 
sincerity. Although I was obviously a paid U.S. Aair Force officer, 
I was determined to show them I was out for their good. I used the 
Christian love-thy-neighbor theme shamelessly as my guiding star -
although I never preached. Hopefully my honest good will would 
show through in spite of all my bumbling. I would let the politics 
take care of itself. If these were V.C. - so be it . Their promise 
of· my safety based on their bracelets and vows of taking care of 
"my body" would have to do for now. Later, if necessary , we would 
get into politics. 

Meanwhile I continued to be marvelously successful in my medical 
ventures. I have already described the success I had with Flo's wife's 
badly infected fractured ankle, the young man with the lethal pneu-
monia, the other man with the badly infected leg, the leper and 
the success in vaccinatin and treating measles,, plague and leprosy 
and even worms. I led a charmed life medically in spite of my 
rudimentary supplies and the lack of adequate tropical medicine 
trainimg. The P. J. 's and some of my medics were wonderful with 
their volunteering and knowledge and enthusiasm . They also made 

' excellent fighters if the need should arise. By and large we 
were not the Ugly American. Our good nature and(abvious good will 
helped immensely to fill the vaccuum left by the legendary Jack Rudy. 
The Jarai ate by nature outgoing and hospitable as I've described. 
We fit right in. We had a lot of fun together in spite of the awe-
some pressures around us. 

During the previous Tet sacrif\t,J~hen I was very new to Plei Brel, 
I had brought out a fire-engine red underwear top lined with down 
given me by my sist'er-in-law for warmth in the Highland ni te. Red 
is a magical color among the Jarai. Filled with rice wine, I felt 
warm enough. Ton's boy, Tuck, however; looked freezing in his thin 
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shirt. I put my red "jacket" over him. The next morning Ton was 
wearing it with pride. A sign that I was accepted. Slowly the ori-
ginal iciness he showed me thawed. Lit~le by little we became friends-

'f~ originally by eye contact, then by gestures an nump , fin ally I 
~ --dvJ made his house my home. I eventually bacame his "father" by sacri-
~ ~ fice - and thus the father of the chief of the 7 villages. This 
;,;~ would take time, of course , but the seeds were planted that nite of 
~.~ ' ~ Tet Feb 67. 4- , , 

~1 Lick was a great help to me now that he was sure that my full 

.. 

attention and interest was toward the Montagnards. Thanks to Jack 
Q_ 

Rudy's coaching I had cut all fr\ndship and socializing with the 
Vietnamese in preference to the Montagnard's. My contacts with 
Saih were cut. Plei Bong Bao and the other villages south of the 
Air Base would have to be attended to by the Army;or~reek when he 
returned. If I could show that I was sincerely interested in help-
ing the villages north and west to gain ~ducation, some~ and good 

. medical care and would act as their liason with Ple iku ~ C~ty politics, 
UG/T, the Air Base, Special Forces and perhaps Saigon, then~ould help 

me gai:in entrance into the villages, introduce me to the people, 
talk for me

1 
.;4> ...-Emtf evefjtually educate me about taboos, language 

subtleties , politics an~my friend. 
I have already mentioned my initial attempt to make him well and 

how I almost murdered him with my purge of his worms. At first he 
had no means of getting around so I would oftetn stop first at his 
"house" in the refugee village of Pleiku Rho and pick him up on our 
various rounds in the villages and elsewere. 

His "house" was more like a hovel set in amongst other hovels 
along a narrow packed earth "street " at the bottom of a hill. Each 
trip to his place was an adventure during the rainy season - always 
the chance of getting hopelessly mired in the mud and stuck for · the 
nite in a dangerous place. The top o~ the hill was piled with 
garbage and was the communal outhouse. Any rain washed this refuse 
down the hill to his house. Outside the hovel was a shallow polluted 
well from which they drew their water. The refuse naturally seeped 
into this water and polluted it. Consequently the worms. No amount 
of explaining o~b~a..p;iation ch,an~~d~i~~, 
during by stay. The germ theory and ~est~rn ideas of sani-
tation were lost on my audience. 

Into this one room hovel with a packed floor that Lick called 
home , I was invited many t~mes to meet his family and friends. The 
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entire structure was not more than 20 feet by 15 feet but into it 
were packed 2 wives, six children and innumerable "brothers" and 
friends. Lick was the absolute master of this assemblage - any 
gesture or word he spoke was noticed~listened At~~Dand acted~ 

· instantly~/~~ 1 /tu ~, 1 ~ ~~ ~ Jlk.o ,._:_ PIV\ 
VJ~~ I learne~k~e~ctedJead of 32 villages south ~ 
~~us about 60 miles in and a round ~ but was not allowed ~ 
~ 0 to live there by the Vietnamese as I have mentioned earlier. He was ~ 
~VL ·_v ,ii ~ evasive and vague about bis exact age - all of the Montagnards were ~ 
Wlv\_.~ 1. tiN~ evasive and vague about their ages - I concluded that they didn't l~v 

count years as I did. The~et me think that . Finally we arrived r· .J (,Jwt,: -v at two ages for Lick - eit ;born in 1941 or 1931 - either my younger 

' 

"borther" or older "brother" whichever I liked. We made a joke of 
this as time went on. I decided not to pin him down. It~m~~-~ 

T?J f'L ~~u~ ~ ~ rr~~- , matter to me.~ ~ / k..- ~ ~""~ ~ ~ N 
The people were packed into his litt~e h~so that there was ~ 

no room to sit or stand - many of his family and friends were forcedCu- -
to stand outside and listen throught the door and one window - even ~ 
in the pouring rain. People came and w_e..~tantly - giving me /k_L § _ 
a smile, the Montagnard hanads.hake,.. -ai;; bow, then talking earnestly~'-'<-(' 
and respectfull to Lick about one thing or another. Lick would ~~ . 

answe r i n a few words or sentences and the problem would be solved. 1 ~ 
Sometimes he would respond in anger with his gold tooth flashing ~ 
and the supplicant would leave humbly, shaken. Most of the time a ~ 
mere nod would suffice. There was always good humor around him. He ~ 

41 

was m~ed and respected. He had a marvelous sense of the humor (-74~ 
of his~surroundings - but he al so obviously bore the weight of a great 
responsibility towards these people. 

As I became almost a daily visitor t o his "house," we began to 
attract other visitors - the Vietnamese - who sensed that my Ame-ri-
can presense spelled wealth for them if Lick could be pressured into 
asking things of me. His interpreters salary from Col Hullar paid 
him a fortune in Vietnamese money but his numerous family and extended 
family ate that up rapidly . I was able to procure rice and clothes 
and building supplies for his "bl.'others" from Special Forces and 
encouraged them to build crossbows and other things to provide a 
means of cash. We explored what a loom industry or metal industry 
(from the many scraped trucks, tanks, air planes , etc . around) would 
do for these refugees. We resolved soon to go to Saigon and look 
around the USAID and CARE warehouses to see what they had to offer. 
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W~ had long since given up on USAID in Pleiku which was rotten to 
the core with corruption. Nothing could be procured even by me 
from them and a ' Montagnard would risk his life dealing (or stealing 
from them. ~h may have spelled his own doom by his associa-
tion with USAID in Pl eiku. 

Lick and I devised a plan. He would need a huge house to really 
put up all his relatives and friends that kept coming and going. 
I mean a BIG house. - 40 feet by 30 feet . Perhaps 2 stories - with 
a big kitchen behind it and another building for the looms and metal 
industry and crossbow and wood carving .enterprise. We found a suitable 
lot in the refugee village and bought it.~ Meanwhile we would have 
to placate the Vietnamese jackals that were ever present, dangerous 

~e::~ to Lick but wary of him because of his alliance with me and his 
~:o~~~.J..J protection by the Air Force. We started to run sick call for the 
c~c./. _ mixed Vietnamese and Montagnard refugees on a semi-regula~ basis. 
~JJO~ We handed out bales of clothes liberated .from the Special Forces and 
w/ MOli~i,,JJ · Catholic charities. One time Lick and I ended up on the roof of a 
{/\., 'W~ house, so greedy were the Vietnamese that we were in danger of 
+~ ~ bodily harm as we passed out the stuff.~ We found tons of abandoned 
,, "'-tJul~ '' 7 tin and lumber first from our supply dump - eventually from every-

\ where and anywhere we rocure it - usually late at nite and 
with wondrous speed. s and corpsmen and supply people on 

were magical in their ability to oome up with whatever was 
~.U..11\ I') \ needed. I did not ask questions about where they got these things-

they d~d not tell me. Usually a huge pile would arrive in back of 
~ 

the di~pensary with a note telling me to do what I needed to do with 
the stuff. Sometimes a "midnite requisition" was needed. 

Major Dick ·. Miller - one of the flyers for "Spooky" at ni te had 
become involved with the Montagnard Training Center out east of my ' .. villages. He was an expert card player, sometime farmer and carpen-
ter and mechanic, philosopher and man-for-all-seasons. We struck up 
a friendship early on based on our mutual desire to be of help to 
the Montaganards. He sometimes accompanied me to the villages but 
usually kept to himself and worked alone training the Yards at the 
Montagnard Training Center. When not playing cards at which he 
was a habitual winner, he liked to argue about the Vietnamese War with 
me. His reading w~s extensive about everything and I enjoyed the 
pleasure of his company - hungry for philosophical conversation in 
the midst of dirty stories, superficial l• Comments, macho attitudes, 
etc. 
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In one of our conversations, I mentioned as how Lick needed a 
hotel to put up all his relatives and friends. He already was aware 
of Lick's importance to our efforts. It was he who vo~unteered to 
put our ideas ninto practical form with architectural plans, speci -
fications, list of supplies needed, etc. The money could be siphoned 
off the profits from the crossbows and other sources . We could pla-
cate some of the Vietnamese by hiring them as carpenters. We all 
plunged into the project with enthusiasm. The footings were laid, 
an actual slab of concrete was poured and Lick's new house went up 
in a very short time. To my eyes it was a wonder otcooperation 
betweeen Vietnamese, Montagnard and American know-how and good will. 
When we were finished in early July, we had a gigantic rice wine 
celebration with sacrifices, bracelets, hugs and a drunken good time. 

11 Som ewhere during the festivities, a sudden wi?d came up and lifted 
a secti on of tin roofing on its side. Im,mediatel~a chicken was 

c:.._ J't:~produced, a ~hamqri appeared and a sacrif~ce was pe~formed ·. to placate 
~ J ~. the god of the wi nd who had made his presence known. I was astounded 
~~~ that Lick - who was Obviously well educated and sophisticated -
~w~ l,e- would show such reverence and fe a r towards his animist gods. He would 
w~' eventually reveal many other facets of his complicat;1 person8:li ty • 11 

He had another surprise for me a few days later.~We had talked 
late one nite around his almost lethal rice wine about politics and 

t,...1l.-!:'.' 15 
re l igion - by now John Watson was with us - and a few of~ brothers -
about his many religions, his philosophy of life and his many respon-
sibi l it i es. Among his religions was the Catholic religion which 

~ he s.h_ared with me, and his, Christian religion which he shared with 
J ohn Watson. He was also a friend of the Us . Air Force and the 
Special Forces bacause thay helped his Montaganards.µ We had built 
him a virtual mansion in the refugee village~ mak.i:ng him an· object 
of envy and a target for assassinat"ion. Lo and behold, he had painted 
hi s new house a shimmering red-white- .and blue with a Christian Cross 
t opping the whole thing off! What a target! For the V.C.? the ARVN? 
It would be easy for his relatives far to the south to find when they 
came to visit. We dubbed it the LICK HILTON. Very soon it, too , was 
not big enough to accommodate all the visitors and residents who 
congregated there. I became his official personal physician and the 
Family Doctor for his nNmerous wives , children, brothers, sisters, 
half siblings, cou~ins and friends. j \ 

I spent April and May with Lick and the Montaganards at Plei 
Brel and the other vil l ages as the Lone Ranger - virtually the only 
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iegular white person out in the villages . In late May John Watson 
had joined 1me )±n my activities to my great relief. John Watson, 
Roy Worthington and went in early June to Dak Pek in an 
adventure I'll relate later. It was after our return from Dak Pek 
but before the Lick Hilton was built that John Watson, Lick and myself 
had a very important and solemn meeting at Lick's house to have a 
meeting of minds. 

It was the custom of the Montagnards to conduct meaningful 
conversations at nite and a round the drinking of num pai as I have 
mentioned. It was Lick's intention this nite to initiate me into a 
blood brother sacrifice with him and to delve more deeply into our 
motives and feelings. I had already experienced this once with Siuh 
Saih and had been disappointed in my experience as I've related else-
where. I was more than eager for this confrontation with Lick but 
was on guard because of my previous experience. I knew that I was 
ignorant of many things including just who Lick was, his background, 

. etc . (although Jack ·Rudy had more than once sketched his background 
and told me of his importance to the Montagnard). 

It's funny how well one can know someone and yet not really know 
him at all . Such was my experience with Lick. 

For his part, he had looked me over, liked what he saw, was 
grateful for what I had tried to do for him, his family and my good 
will toward the ~ontagnards. He had seen my bumbling attempts to ~ 

speak Jarai, saw me break taboos and do stupid things in the villages 
and a.ro und the Pleiku ~area. And yet he also saw my evident good 
will and eagerness to correct my mistakes. He was also aware that 
I had cut my ties to the Vietnamese, to Siuh Saih and to Plei Bong 
Bao and the villages to the South. We had been together for some 

~1 5 months on an almost daily basis and I had apparently passed his 
p~~<l;-v~, ~ittl~ t ests of sincerity. He told me I was like Montagnard - no 

lie, no steal - a good man - a man wh~ walks. I was very compli-
mented. 

By now John Watson was a good friend to most of the people in 
the villages and was a great favorite with Lick. They were a match 
for each other - John and Lick. 'Both br±llianct linguists, 1 quick -
minds, good humor and strong wills. Both had the ability to become 
qui te angry b:ut bo4h, for the most part, held in their anger. In 
the short time of 2 months John Watson had captivated the Montagnards 
and myself and Lick. I was jealous of _ the evident affection between 
Lick and Watson and felt a little cut off by this. However, my 
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admiration for both of them compensated for this. 
~ f (101 2b 3 July '67) 

tt It was time to talk. Our only audience was a group of Lick' s 
"brothers", his wives serving us and the r i ce wine spirts, the fire 
spirits and the nite and the rain. I will never forget the beautiful 
sacrifice that made me Lick ' s brother - the rock, the chicken blood, 

~II!Y bare foot wet with blood and rice wine - the barcelet. And then 
the conversation . 

We talked about our religion, lfclhy we do what we do, what IIE kes 
a good man,democracy, freedom, capitalism, socialism, communism,. 
atheism , animism, Buddhism, Confusionisrn, the Vietnamese, the Viet 
Minh, the French, the Americans and on and on. 

~'1'VV ~~ I tr i ed to be brief and speak in an American - French - Jarai 
~ ..._) . idiom that would explain myself. I spoke of a Christian God that 
V\)_ve..,~was always with me guiding me on a minute by mi nute basis and 
,y~- challenging me to do His Will . I discussed the two basic . Christian 
r}.;) ~~~:'c: ommandments of loving God above all thi~gs» no other before him 
tJr'~ ~and loving and serving my neighbor as myself for the love of God. 
r.. ~ wvv ~ I was for freedom and democracy but fairly vague on capitalism. 
'1{- I did not like Cornminism because i t denied God and did not allow 

for f reedom and democracy . I was vague on socialism or Buddhism 
or Con fusion ism or animism. I told him of my dedication to my 
solemn word, that I had given my word to Jack to help the M0ntagnard 
and I would give this same word to Li ck. 

~ohn Watson's turn at the rice wi ne came and he, too,gave his 
~ 

i deas. _about religion, the Montagnards and the situation we found our-
s elves in. He allowed that he believed in God but his God di d not 
par ticularly give a damn about what went on. John believed in 

I ~ :. ~ doing the right thing for the Montagnards and pledged to do this. 
vJ1~- ' - He hated the Vietnamese with a rell'sh - later he would have more 
:~ ~ ,J ample reason to do this. He didn't h3;ve to elaborated at length 
~JI · - ' \) 1 le.·~ on what a good man was - if he had any philosophy - he was merely 

-\'\,,';J ~\~a personification of this in his actions, 
\~ ~ Lick 's turn came. By now we were well into our emotional and 

mental euphoria because of the rice wine, the tobacco (cigars, Mon-
tagnard marijuana~) and the ceremony. His brothers were all ear~ as 
he began. Li ck said slowly that he was a baptized Catholic (during 
his education by the French Sisters in Barn Me Thuot), a Christian 
(as were the Missionary Alliance people), a Buddhist and Confusionist 
as were many of the Montagnards such as the Rhade, Bahnar, Sedang; 
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a believer in democracy and freedom such as the American Special 
~ Forces and 
,~v 

Air Force , a Communist and a Socialist such as the Viet 
he had no particular allegiance to any of thes e philo-flYl\ \l\~Minh - but 

'f\" ? . 
~U soph1es or religions. 01- \ At base he was a Montagnard - his religion was 

V+he Montagnard ,, his people, his family and the Montagnard cause. To 
~~ this he had dedicated his life and energy. There was a special fire 
~in his eyes as he said these things. The rain outside, the smell 

M ~ _ of the fire and the smoke and the close body odors, the smell and 
J.e..L taste and euphoria of the rice wine, the closeness of the Montagnard 
_ n07, LD ~ ~ bodies, the warmth of their love all made a deep empression on me. 
\j:,~ V( A good man was one who dedicated himself to a cause and did not 

'~ 1 deviate from this. Labels did not matter. Religion did not 
' 7 

~ t-Y-~ \ \ 

Jdv i\.\\ 
V\~1 ,/ 
I ;;_-h \,vu._ l) 

~~· 
\v}~, 

matter. Race did not matter. It was a common bond of dedication 
to a cause that mattered. I was included because of my pledge to 
help the Montagnard as was John Watson. Lick Rahlan - whoever he 
was and however old he may have been - w~uld guarantee our bodies 
_as long as we were "men who walked" with his considerable influence 
and pres tige . Lick had revealed yet another layer of his complex 
personality and identity. 

I did not know what a cadre was at that time but have learned 
since. Lick Rahlan was my first introduction to what a dedicated 
guerrill~ked like . In retrospect, the only sign he gave i n those 

,A 

days was the look in his eyes - a preoccupation with the cause in the 
midst of all the demands and distractions around him. He was a 
chameleon in his role as the interpreter for Col Hullar, the re-

... fug ee jn his hovel in Pleiku Rho, the self-effacing wanderer in the 
vill ages away from his home villages around Plei Kly, the dedicated 
family man helping his extended "family", the friend of this crazy 
Air Force doctor and John Watson as they went on their medical rounds. 
I lea rned the look in his eyes and 'found similar looks in many other 
people in the villages and came to id.entify them as I went from 
place to place in my travels. Thi~ was what Jack Rudy was talking 
about when he attempted to train me on th&se long nites before he 
left. 

The next morning I awoke with a terrible hangover b but mostly 
a sense of wonder. I had solemnly pledged to a leader of the MO~­
tagnards that I would help them, as I had solemnly pledged to Jack 
Rudy to help the Montagnards. This pledge and Lick's bracelet and 
blood brother sacrifice was my guarantee of safety in the villages/ 
But to help them do what? Fight the South Vietnamese? Gain strength 
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t -0 become an independent nation under the FULRO? Was I somehow 
becoming a traitor to the U. S . cause? Lick had said that , among 
other things , he was a Communist. Was he indeed part of the 
V.C. whoever they were? 

I had much to think about . I dedided to talk with Col Hullar 
to discuss the situation. He was very understanding and patient 
with me as I recited my doubts and questions. Nothing, it seemed 
was black and white anymore. Where were the good guys - the guys 
with the white hats? Who were the enemy? Was Lick an enemy or a 
friend? 

We de cided that the plan was, on the short term, to continue 
our presence and help for the Montagnards in the villages where I 
cou ld make go od my pledge to Lick and Jack Rudy. By doing this 
we could perhaps neutralize the villages and make . our Air Base safe. 
This was Col Hull a r's concern and primary duty. He was my commander 
and I was under hi s orders. Hopefully w~ could widen our perimeter 
·to extend to Plei Ko t eng and beyond as the JWOrk progressed - and 
thus out of range of the NVA rockets with their range of 10 miles. 
Meanwhile I could be true to my word to Lick that I would help the 
Montagnards. We would de velop the crossbow industry, train Mon-
tagnard medics in the rudimen ts of public health and first aid, 
develop a loom industry and other industries, teach English-Jarai-
Vietnamese school at nite, and extend our influence among the Mon-
tagnard people by our good will. We would go carefully and slowly. 
Select~good men who would respecf- he Montagnard customs, and taboos 
and av-0id the Ugly American image. What the Montagnard did with 
this would have to be for the future. No , I was not being disloyal 

@ f to the U.S. cause with my activity . N t to be in the villages 
would leave a vacuum out the~and that ould leave us wide open 

in ·force.~ 
' Meanwhile I would be safe if I kept close t o Lick and others who 
guaranteed my safety . I was to make frequen t reports to Col Hullar 

Z 
about my activities . When I said that I did not want to bother him 
with unimportant details , he said ,"Let me be t he judge of that." 

Col H~llar then announced that he was planning on a "sacrifice" 
for Lick and Ton at his house at Pleiku Air Base - a marvelous ges-

~ .I ture. Col -i Hullar could be full of his own surprise ..: 
~ · ( 9D la from the letters) 

..• Had a good time, although a little stiff and form~l, at 
Col Hullar's "sacrifice" yesterday. Ton, Lick, T.I. Harr i"3 (Jack 
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Rudy's successor as Judge Advocate), myself and Col Hullar had a 
very good dinner put on by Joe Didasco - we ate on the Col's ponch -
some good talk, much beer. As I say, a little stiff and formal -
much different than at Plei Brel where things are much more relaxed 
and informal. Some awkward moments watching Li ck and Ton trying 
to cut their steaks - at Plei Brel every thing is pre-cut before 
cooking to bite - sized pieces - then you eat with your hands. We 
broke up about 7:30 - took them home and came back to a party at 
CBPO (my roommate Bob Shultz is the chief hon ch o there ) drank some 
more .... 

Meanwhile Lick and I made plans to go to Saigon. We planned to 
take a little R & R - Lick to get away from his pressures and I, 
too, needed a pause in my activities. We would use F troupe as our 
home by invitation of Lynn Becklin and company. We could take some 
crossbows for sale, pick up some clothes from Catholic Ch~rities, 
look over the looms and other supplies at USAID and CARE and have a 

. chance to see the sights of Saigon. For 
to see the world of the Vietnamese close 

~~~~1 
~ 

Lick it would be a chance 
up.~ 
~~~ 



"liet-i·finh prematurely if at all. He saw his task as buying time fer 

1,oth the J.fontagnards and th E-? U .3. and the South Vietnamese so that all 

coulEi get their act together . In the face cf the overwhelming U.S. 

milit3ry presence in tre Highlands in 1967-68, it would have been disc/ 1J 
astcrous for the Montaenards to openly come out for the Viet-Minh. ~ -

Y- Bhrun, in 19~and again ; n 196', had attempted a,I rebellion in Bam Me I 'r 
Thuot and had been thwarted by the Special Forces . He was now in ~ Jt1 
Cambodia in exile wi th many of the Montagnards trained by the Special (-

Forces, cooHng his heels • "When Amer i cans leave, Monjiagnard finii" would r 
rinp, in my ears man;}r ti:-r.es . 

Meanwhile my activities were being watched fl very caref ul ly by ~~,~~ 
eve7ne, it seemed . Jack watched me and could recite to the minllte where <? 
I had been, who I had been with, etc. on any given day even before I 

told him . The Vietnamese knew of my whereabouts on a hour by hour basis 

to my amazement as I will describe in a later adventure. The Special 

Forces intellligence apparatus kept careful track of my adventures early 

on and used my knowledge , in addition to my developing scrounging abilities, 

many times over the yeart. This all came foreeably to my attention one 

day when an plainclothes OSI (Office of Security Ivestigation) man stopped 

by the dispensary after I had been in-country less than three weeks. He 

informed me that I had been to the 18th Surg at 2:oo o 'clock the day before 

to visit some sick Montaenards; prior to that I had been at the Special 

Forces to get some bundles of clothes and ~~~ti~t/~~PPttt~ bags of rice 

and then had gone to Plei Bong Bao for my sick call; after that I had been 

to the leprasa rium to deliver some Supp-hmse; finally I had been to Siuh 

~aih ' s house in Plei Rho f or rice wine and some Vietnamese food. I had been 

all alone during the whole time, I thought. He told me to be careful about 



where I went 2nd who I was seen with. I took this as being a frelimdly 

visit . He told me to keep in tough . I woul d have many conversations wi th 

this man and many like him as the yearl went by . Meanwhile I began to 

wonder about Siuh Saih . 

I had originally metsaih at Plei Bong Bao on my f irst visit f:l.¢11 
their with the "Greek" - Athan Velianitis . This was one of his villages 

south of the Air Base along Highwa7 19, just east of ~¢tt~~~J Holloweey- Army 

helocopter Base . (The base most often attacked during my stay in Pleiku -

and which l/i,fl_p¢. figured in the Minneapolis headlines 11 PLEIKU MORTAR.Ent 11 -

much to my wife 1 s dismay back home .) Saih had ,struck up a friendship with 

me immediately and offerred to be my companion any time, anywhere I wanted 

to go . Ostensibly working for USAID as an interpreter, he seemed to have 

no sbhedule tha t I could see. When I asked Lick Rahlan and the Montag~ards 

in Plei Brel about him, they all insisted they did not "know" him . This, in 

spite of the fact that Lick knew and was known by virtually every Montagnard 

and Vietmarnese in the Pleiku area. I have already related elsewhere my 

adventure in Plei Wau and Ple Bong Golar ~t with Saih. We went back to Plei 

Wau - the village that had made me the honorary elephane - many times after-

wand with my corpsmen and P. J .'s and others to conduct sick call and arrange 

f or clean water and de cent sanitation. Saih was almost always present in 

those early days of my frantic wanderings from place to place while Jack 

Rudy held forth at Ple Brel and the villages to the north and northwest of 

our Air Base . We became guarded friends in spite of the lack of enthu-

siasm from Jack, Lick and the Montagnards in general towards him. In 

addicRion to my tri:ps to Plei Wau, Plei Mong, Plei Bong Boa and Plei Rho, 

1\"iJ worked together at· the orphanage run by the Sisters in Pleiku City, 

distri 8ut ed food and clothes and ran sick call in the Chieu Hoi village along 

Highway 19 - more about that later-, and Saih introduced me to Dr. Luce 1, 



who ran a small hospital f inanced by USAID as a conscientious objector, and 
.h 

also i ntroduced ne.t Olive Kingsbury and Charley Long - Missionary Alliance 
outside 

mis sionaries who ran the leperasariunm 1'¢. Pleilu City . He also conducted 

me on several tours of t he s ights and sounds of Pleiku city. Throu§h Saih 

I learned that t he best Thai silk was sold by In ianri merchants and made 

so'.1e excellent buys . He showed me where the bes t Chinese ad Vietnamese 

food could be bought. He was my introduction to USAID and the provinge 

headquarters, teachi ng me carefully how thi ngs were done amids t the maze 

of paperwork and red tape. We made plans to hand dig . the dry well at the 

orphanage until I was for bidden t o go down rnyself by Col. Bonne aux and that 

plan 1'izzl~d . We nad many good times, many laughs, tfi many long talks into 

the night at his house. 

~no episodes stay in my mind. In response to a feast my medics and 

P.J. 1 s and I had put on at his house one day - featuri ng Chinese food, a 

ca .. e o.f beer , a bottle of Chivas Regal and other goodies, Saih decided to 

have a sacrifi ce of friendship for us at hliis house. We had the inevitable 

num pai , some stuf f ed pigs intestines, and, for me as the honored guest, a 

four inch insect to be eaten raw1 I got it down without choking or vomiting 

somehow. I can taste it now . I think it was during this feast that Saih 

o~ferred me his third wife who lmved in Danang as my companion while I was 

in Viet- ram . Although I refused his kind offer, I've often wondered iiow 

I was to have met her, what she looked like, etc. The offer was legitmite; 
gesture 

a ~ftf~ of sincere friendship by a Montagnard. 

The other episode involved a trip to Pleiku city after Saih had been 

drafted into the ARVN, euen though he had apparently already served for 

four years in the Special Forces Montbagnard "Mike" force. He had also been 

charged as a thief because the bicycle Ihad given him was not properly 

registered. We, Saih, myself, Royce Worthington and a man by the name of 



whose 
Tri (rl'f-~~f, identity I've lost completely) decided to go down t o Pleiku 

and s ort the whole thi ng out . Somehow we managed to clear him itr/~/ 

from his draft obligation and got him reinstated as my interpreter and 

as a worker at USAID. We ended up at our favorite r¢1t~I Chinese restau-

rant in Pleiku city and had a feast. "Half way through the feast, a 

(Vietnamese) fellow walks up and asks me if I'm a do ctor - I say yes - he 

says come with me. We walked half way across town to the scene of an 

accident - a V.N. truck had streck a V.N. boy about ten years old. (How 

in the hell they knew I was in town is beyond me.) We did mouth- to -mouth 

breathing, cardiac massage, the whole Ben Casey routing (about 200-300 people 

watching the show on the main strP. et of Pleiku - should have taken a picture 

of that one.) An:JWay we put a board under him ()5p}t broken hip,, pelvis, spleen, 

both lungs collapsed but heart still beating) and stole the nearest bus:. and diditEd 

out to the 18th Surg( t en miles away). Whe we got there I had ca~ker sores 

all over my mouth (since cleared up) fro~ french kissing this boy mouth- to -

mouth breathing. We put a tube down into his lungs and got bright red 

beood back . He eventually died but at least we gave it the college try . 

The "white mice" saw it all and were very pleased. ('fhe "white mice" ar_e the 

name f or the Vietnam civilian police - a sharp bunch - not like the ARVN at 

all - very courteous, industrious and ·well res pected by almost everyone) They 

gave me a ride t ack to Pleiku and helped me look for my vehicle. Roy had· 

taken Saih and Tri and some frie nds back to·Pleiku Rho so I hopped a ride bacK 

to the base. Lost MY belt and my ophthalmosco pe in the bargain •••• " 

There were many other adventures with Saih and myself and medics too 

numerous to list. Suffice it to say that anything I was game for, he was too. 

A!l involved with Saih as I was, I could not ignore the lack of ent husiasm 

of Jack Rudy, Lick Rahlan and others about him. I decided to take him to 

Pleiku privately and confront him directly with my concern. "I told him 

quite frankly that i(we are going to work together I ' d have to know all 



about hirr, and he about me. I explained that fifteen men can do the same 

thing but for fift een differeat reasons. I asked him all about himself and, 

after five hours of concentrated talking - just he and I - feel we both under-

stand and like one another very much. As I mentioned before, have to be 

very careful what you say, wh c: you trust, even who you are seen with in this 

very strange land . Things ~3 that appear very innoucuous on the surface or even 

very nob~ and self-less can be ugly and sinister in reality - at home I 

couldn't care l ess what other people do or wtzy they do it. There , if you 

don't like it, you can simply ignore it. Not he1J1r;,. Weft. are all in the soup 

together and your business is everybody's and visa versa . There 1 s .. an added 
' attraction also - false steps have a habit of bouncing back again and again -

everyone has a file on everyone else - either in their mind or actually down on 

paper . A very serious, and sometimes deadly game. Saih, for instance, has 

a pr i ce on hi s heaa and knows it - a sort of constant awaremess that keeps 

him on his guard . 

"His story goes like so - born near Ar. Khe 23 years ago - orphaned at 14 yea:BS 

when his father, mother 3nd 2 sisters were killed by the V.C. He left for 

Khontum where he learned French (the ma£ic door for getting ahead at that time). 

Came back to An Khe at 16 years old where he met a U.S. contractor building 

Highway 19 fron ~Ii Nhon to Pl eiku . Learned English and Vietnamese by writing 

'own every word carefully - earned some money and got some languagw books (-ahich 

he .sh wed P1e - books are recious things here - very well worn - much like Abe 

:incolr.' s bc'oks must have een) . He alao picked up Jarai, Sedang, Rhade, Meo, 

Thai a d a f ew ct1"1er s just the same way . He then joined the Monta1!3nard 11Mike 11 

J.'orce i n Plei Me and t ook part in that battle three years ago. Beiiire that 

he worked f or D • Frazer (a r1issionary here in~ Pleiku) for a year. He 1 s been 

'tTorking for USAID for three years - works for a man named John Rogers who ]. 

just talked to. Saih belongs to the FULILO movement I may have told you about 

tefore. He's also been called a /V.C. but I doubt thmi - John Rogers also 



doubts this - trusts hir:: co"1:iletely. 11 

The abcve are , of course!}: l' r om !HJ' lr;tters to Kay . I was tc work with 

Sai!J fo r some three months en '"'n a l most daily basis . After Jack Rudy 

left :inr! I ass u-,ed his duties in his fo r mer vi l l aces, I saw less a nd less 

of hin. I ras told t1unt1y by J ack that my eff ectiveness amone the Montag-

r:~rds wa.:i l·ei nc ::ievere l ,1r i rj_ t3d ~y my A.SSOS3iation 'Si th Saih . One day in 

late April, Saih simply disappeared, his house deserted. Noone knew of 

'1is whereatio uts and his name ;Ji/.¢ was never mentioned in my presence again . 

In retrospect , the only way he coula have learned to conv:erse in Meo or 

T~ai ·was to ha\'e been in orth Vietnam where those Montagna.rd tribesmen 

lj ved . ?erhaps t he deadly game we all played i n Pleiku had caught up 

with him . I can still see that smiling face, beyond whose facade I was 

ne ver a ble to fully pene trate . 

Scw3 T,rn rd pic"';ur es of peo!:-il e that flash thr ough :ny l e tt8rs and are 

.., a.c 11 ',ient tc T-Cax 1 s house down in Pleiku city t.o lfia~r for a cou le of 

: .. ;urs . ,~t:rJt t'. e •.~il ,:_:_, t, people o ve r here - :r e fugees::> from all ove-:: he ll that 

r ave na':le a pr e cari ous life for themselves traveling lil over the world . Max 

\ 3Lort ::. ,:._· ~· axi"li 1li an some daf"ln uerrnan n :ne ) is 61 ;:rears ol and still 

:' rd r! b l'cr the ~av~/, :/ct . Don 1 t know his r ank or job exactly . So:tie sort 

of' .:.dvi.3 ~r fer A.~./N c:i munitions or something . He was orn in Essen, 

uer:-1a:i:' • L0f t Uisniany as Hitler came to power. Then to the U. S. and ." joined 

t'ie Navy . Has ha d four or five official wives . Hasn 1 t see mhe states in 

years . His present wi...e :-ind children (the ones he claims) are Japanese (I 

think) and live in Okinawa . Howe ver, his housemaid is walking around preg-

nant as she can be -.ty him. Says he's fucked everything in the Orient and 

.,., a s no i dea of how :nany k:.ds he has. A short, hugely fat man with a 

sunny red bald head and swears up a storm. Ru ns the only shooting gallery like 



"' 

i t "i ng der vorld1" Probably too complicated f or me to explain - but you 

shoot ell et acros s the room with an ai r r ifle with a telescopic sight 

i nto a ho.le. I f you hi t t he hole, the slug goes up a pipe, back across the 

room through the pi pe and hits a bal l ove r your head. This ball then falls 

int o one of four cans mar ked tJ/ $1.00; 50¢; 25¢; 10¢. If you do all these thin~ 

r i ght and you land i n t he ai. oo can, everyone playing pays you a dollar. 

Easy. But that's a damn small hole and often the slug is spent before it hits 

the ball. If you miss, it only costa a dime. We had seven guys playing -

a nd believe it or not, I hit the damn ho.le every time - ~ung over and all. One 

time the slug was spent. Another time I hit the 16¢ can . and another time I 
. 

hi t t he "'·i.oo can •••• Anyway, I came out a little ahead and dreak beer and 

had German sandwiched to boot. A good afternoono 

"Rusty Bowman - wi t h a large meaaare of wit and charm. He leads the B-52 1 s 

in f or t hei r s trikes. (k lot of them l at el y up her e out by Plei Djerang - about 

20 ~Q l es out) He claims he 's killed every monkey f rom here to Cambodia, to 

say not hing of blasting big holes in the ground and making lumber for the 

v.c. to hol d up their tunnels. Came in all excited the other day - said t hey 

dropped 87 tons of bombs and hit a V.C~' Not bad, eh? Was going to write ho~e 

right away about t hat ••••• Also s aid he needs me to be his personal physician 

but war ned me I 'd etter be prepared t o be on c'all at all times day and ni te. 

He doubted if I can really help him because he 's a walking text book full of 

rare di sease s. Says he really doesn't expect I can do much for him but 

woul d appreciate it if I'd just look wise and lend an understanding ear. 

Fr . ¥.i/.~'tf Raymond Sullivan: 11Fro Sullivaa will be going home soon 

but doesn't want to work in the states - too many complicated questions like 

birth control, aborti on, etc . - doesn't even want to consider these things. 

He would l i ke to ~o to Africa where life is simple. To each his own. Need-

l ess to say, the intellectual discussions we 1·ve had are da.Jjl1lled shallow. Has 

heard of Teillhard but has never read any of his stuff - doesn't particularly 

want to, ei ther. Hi s t hinking is approximat el y s ame-same as ... .i•- .::_bout 6 years 



I. 

·go. :t c problem. Have lots of' other things to do and discuss. Maybe 

someday uill run int ) a liill Kresl (my favorite ar guing companion in the 

states) over he re. ctually the place is so full of other mDee pressing 

problems, time off is spent in letting off steam - not getting any more 

serious . The only philosophers I've met so far I classify as alcololics 

and don ' t want to get into that merry-go-round 

" •••• Our chaplain is coming unglued taking care of all the young men wi th 

various members gone over at the 18th Surg. Young men without arms, legs, eyes, 

fac es, chest wougds , stomach wounds, etc. are very hard on a man's constitution 

to talk with and help them over the rough spots. He's done veyy well but has on-·. 

ly 30 days left here and is turning more and more to alcoftol to help him 

adj ust and forget. We put him to bed at the dispensary yesterday and some-

how he got enough booz.e to get plastered tonite. Was so mad I almost went 

down to tear into him but decided it wouldn't help so put him to sleep -

:ill give him a shot of booze tomorrow and have a talk with him - maybe I can 

get somewhere with him that way . 11 Father Raymond Sullivan went home on his 

expected date, a broken man. In spite of all our efforts - we had started an 

AA group with the help of an AA man - Jim Martin - he continued to drink 

himself to obliv~on until the day he left us. I have never heard from or 

about him since • .. 



Positionin9 PaPer: 

ProPosed Title: THERE IS A MAN WHO WALKS ..• A MAN WHO TALKS 

l. General Area of Interest: 

Here is exPlored the role of guerrilla warfare in the 
Vietnam war; the Monta9nard contribution to it; and how this 
relates to Past1 Present and future wars of national 
liberation. This book will helP to reveal how our 
roisunderstandin9 of 9uerrilla warfarP and wars of national 
liberation led to our loss of the Vietnam war. 

2. SPecific area of interest: 

This is a stor~ of the author 1 s involvement in Vietnam with 
the Monta9nard 9uerrillas. He will show the decisive role the~ 
Pla~ed in the eventual outcome of the war in North Vietnarn 1 s 
f" .~. \.'(• r· ., 

Thi::::. i~E· not .iu.:::.t .:.:i.nother 11
1 ... 1.~~.r ::~.ti::1r:::1 11 -~.bou.t .r.{ G. I .. ;.rnid::::.t th~:· 

horrors and romance of war. This book reveals how the 
Monta9nards helPed Ho Chi Minh and Vo N9u~en GiaP defeat the 
French at Dien Bien Phu; how the~ secured the Hi9hlands durin9 
the Second Vietnam War a9ainst the U.S. and the Sai9on 
9overnment; and how the~, in the end1 turned the Hi9h1ands over 
to the Communist forces1 starting the downfall of th~ Thieu 
re9irne and the end of the war. The stor~ is told throu9h the 
e~es of one who became a Monta9nard in his thinkin9. 

In this ac~ount ~ou will meet one of the Monta9nard freedom 
f i9hters who fou9ht with the Viet Minh a9~inst the French, who 
survived the U.S. Presence, and who helPed achieve the 
Monta9nard dream of a semi-autonomous nation within the newl~ 
unified Vietnam. 

3. Literature Search: (Partial, see biblio9raPh~) 

The STORY OF THE GREEN BERET SIMPSON 

GREAT GUERRILLA WARRIORS THAYER 

BERNARD FALL~S BOOKS 

A DECENT INTERVAL SHNEPP 

FREE IN THE FOREST GERALD HICKEY 

1 



GREAT SPRING VICTORY GEN/L DUNG 

VIETNAM IN RETROSPECT H SALISBURY ED> 

VIETNAM A HISTORY STANLEY KARNOW 

FIRE IN THE LAKE FITZGERALD 

WINNERS AND LOSERS Gl EMERSON 

MAKING OF A QUAGMIRE AND OTHERS HALBERSTRAM 

WAR IN THE SHADOWS ROBT ASPREY 

VIETCONG DOUG PIKE 

THE GREEN BERET ROBIN MOORE 
4.Audience intended: 

Short terM= two ~oun9 men~ m~ sons~ M~ other children, 
nieces and nePhews and ~oun9 PeoPle like them who will be 
involved in future wars of national liberation; 

Lc•-r19 ti:;:·rrn : P fi·oP l ~· 1 .. k1i:• find th•::· r€·.~$On~:::. for our 11 1o::::.s 11 of tht?.:· 
war in Vietnam still a m~ster~. Herin the~ will learn about a 
si9nificant Pirt of the stru99le not full~ rePorted in the 
l.•.l(::·:::.t. 

5. Motivation for writing: 

lhe need for the stor~ of the Monta9nards/ contribution to 
the war in VietnaM to be told to the 9eneral reader; 

The need to ~Pell out for the 9eneral reader how 
revolutionar~ 9uerrilla warfare works and how it worked with 
the Monta9nards in the South Vietnamese Hi9hlands; 

A catharsis for the author to discover the real issues 
causin9 the war. His errors as a t~Pical AMerican fi9htin9 a 
1,.1.::i.r tc• "P ri::·s1::·1·-·'...'I::· freE·dor .. 111 1..,1 ill bE· c.::i.refu l l ~1 .:i.n.::1. l ::1 :=::.ed. 

To tell a Personal love stor~: between some Americans and 
Monta9nards; between some ver~ 9ood men who volunteered to be 
with the author; and between his wife and himself in the midst 
of the fear and sava9er~ of war. 

6. Reader's Need: 

To 1. e.?.J.rn onE· of the Poor l '.:.~ k no1 .. .rn rt:"~.:::.on~:. 1,,1h'.;:I 1 ... 1~::· 11 l o:::.t" the 
'•/ i i:.:·t n.?.J.r•·r 1 .•• 1.:~. r; 

.-, .:::. 



To learn what 9uerrilla warfare is and how a P~oPle become 11 riP·::·11 for rE·'·lO 1. u.t i i::1n" HoP i;;:·fu. l l :::t thr:s· ri;::·.:i.di:::·r '·"'ill thi::·n 9.:r. i f1 ::r..i:1ri'1>.:· 
insi9ht about future 9uerrilla wars of national liberation, be 
it in Central A~erica or elsewhere. 

Once the in9redients of 9uerrilla warfare are learned, 
hoPefull:::t the reader can come to a more informed decision about 
the ri9htness or wron9ness of a 9iven revolution. If we can 9et 
Past our t:::1Pical American arro9ance and i9norance and see the 
stru99le from the 9uerrilla~s Point of view, PerhaPs we can 
full~ aPPreciate what we are uP a9ainst when we oPPose him. 

As in our own American revolution when we 11 turned the world 
u.P ::. i. di:· do1 .. .1n 11 b:::t d•.:·fi::·.:i.t i n9 thi::· 1 ... 11:•r l d ... :::. :;;. tron9~?:::.t P i::i1 .. .11::·r.. ::;.1:i di. d 
the Vietnamese Communists and their Monta9nard allies defeat 
us. Most Americans wondered wh~ the Vietcong and the North 
Vietnamese fought so tenaciousl:::t and well when their brothers) 
our allies, fou9ht so Poorl~ ~ We wondered what sustained them 
as the~ stood uP a9ainst the world~s stron9est Poweri Here is 
a chance to learn what the enem:::t thou9ht and felt) the reasons 
for his committment to his cause. 

7. Credentials of the writer: 

His exPosure in 1967-68 livin9 with Monta9nard 9uerrilla 
f rE·ei:::li:1r1·1 f i 9ht~2r:::. .::1.::::. .:i. 11 Civic Act :ion 11 

-· 1:i:1u. nt~:r i n~:.u.rsi~:"nc::1 -· 
officer for the US Air Force in the Hi9hlands of Vietnam. 

He was initiated into solemn brother and father and son 
sacrifices with more than 25 Monta9nards who were then free to 
exPress themselves and sa~ freel~ without fear of rePrisals 
what the:::t felt. Usin9 his role as a doctor aroon9 them, he 
became Part of their lives. Over a sPan of time he be9an to 
think as the~ did, see the war as the~ saw it and esPoused 
th~::· i r i:.:r.1.1.:::.i::·. 

The author has read an extensive list of books on the 
subJect of revolutionar~ 9uerrilla warfare. This collection of 
more than 200 books inclu.des the works of Mao Tse-tun9, Ho Chi 
MinhJ Che Guevara) GiaP, Bernard Fall, Robert AsPre~, Charles 
Tha~er, Frances Fitz9erald) Dou9las Pike) David Halberstam and 
man~ more. One of his Particular interests has been the most 
successful revolutionar~ 9uerri1la wars in histor~: the 
American Revolu.tionar~ War. 

The author has 9iven lectures delivered du.ring three interim 
sessions at St. John~s Universit~ at Colle9eville .. Minnesota on 
the subJect of Vietnam and revolutionar~ guerrilla warfare. 



Durin9 Years of research and observation into the root causes 
of revolution, he has formulated a li s t of the vital 
in9redients of a successful revolutionar~ war. He has become 
aware that whenever the basic ri9ht of a PeoPle to freel~ 
develoP and exPress themselves is rePressed .. the seeds of 
revolution are sown. Vietnam was but one of man~ Places 
Potentially riPe for revolution. He sees the es sential di9nit~ 
of each human bein9 as bein9 the core issue of revolutionar~ 
9uerrilla warfare. Once the other factors have been develoPed 
:=.u.ff l. c i r:·nt l !:I.. .::1. P E·i:1P le be·cori·1i::· "r i Pe· 11 for t"·E"•/i::i l u.t ion. 

The author has worked in the inner cit~ of MinneaPolis to 
helP PeoPle there achieve their Potential. 

For his four ~oun9 dau9hters and two ~oun9 sons and others 
like them he feels comPelled to tell this stor~. HoPefull~ 
the~ and others will learn how American Power combined with our 
arro9ance and i9norance led to the a9on~ of Vietnam and the 
destruction of our ima9e as the charnPion of freedom in the 
1 ... 1or 1 d. 

Onl~ b~ learning the true nature of a stru99le can real 
Justice and the human ri9hts of a PeoPle be assured. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THERE I S A MAN \'/HO WALKS ••••• 

A Montagnard parable: 

"There is a man who walks and there is a man who talks. 

"A man who talks says be is going to the fields to work . 

He leaves and goes to town, drinks Vietnam beer - bouem me 

bouem - gets drunk and comes back and tells how hard he works. 

A man who walks, says he will go to work and be does. Pe 

comes back home very tired and lies down like a man drunk . 
' But he works· for his people and family. 

J 

A "good maE,1' - a Montagnard-is a man who walks , does not lie . 

Not like the Vietnamese ••• " 

Matthew 21: 28-32 

"But what do you think? A man had two sons; and he came to 

the first and said, ' Son , go and work today in my vineyard. t 

But he answered and said, ' I will not' ; but afterwards be re-

gretted it and went. And he came to the other and spoke in 

the same manner. And this one an swer.ed, ' I go, sir', but he 

did not go. 

"Which of the two did the father's will?" They said, "The 

first." Jesus said to them, "Amen I say to you, the publicans 

and harlots are entering the kingdom of God before you. For 

John came to you in the way of justice, and you did not believe 

him. But the publicans and the harlots believed him; whereas 

you, seeing it, did not even repent afterwards, that you might 

believe him ." 



2 . 

I ~ork as a family doctor in a clinic in a large midwe s t city . 

Some years ago I was father and brother to some Montagnards - hill 

people - in t he South Vietnamese Highlands . One of t hese ontagnards , 

a man known to me as Lick Rahlan, bad a profound affect on me . More 

importantly; he profoundly affected his people and th e outcome of the 
E:.~ "' 

0 fr-I war in Vietnam. 
fJ ,1' ~ 

My story i s about an adventure I shared :itJJ some e i ghteen year s a go 

in the mountains and jungles of South Vietnam living among the Montagnards 

or "moi" - "savages" - while the war raged all about us . + went as a 

draftee doctor, a non-volunteer, full of fear and adventure. My dread 
: > ' {)Y"' 

was that I would be a cowan{,that I would be maimed or captured, t or tured 

and killed. I received no visible wounds. I returned home the same man 
' externally, although thirty pounds lighter. The change was inside, emo-

tional and profound. Like so many othe r Ame rican s , I was cau ght up in 

a struggle I set out to help win an d , in t he end, became a victim of 

a conflict I did not understand. I n retrospect, I was bound to lose it 

because of my ignorance. 

This is a stnry of revolutionary guerrilla warfare seen face to face. 

The face usually wore a mask. The guerrilla, to survive, needed to 

assume a fictitious occupation, name and age. His eyes often betrayed 

his dedication to the cause that sustained him in a hostile world. 

Lick Rahlan , the central figure in my story , was employed as the Air 

Force base interpretor while he waited for the proper time to make his 

move . I n reality, he was a Montagnard freedom fighter playin g a dangerous 

game. He shared the eyes of the dedicated guerrilla cadre. ·· We have seen 

these ~yes.many times staring back at us in the pages of our 
Nt;:.w..S-

magazines and papers . I would like you to meet Lick Rablan and his fellow 

Montagnard compatriots and see the war in Vietnam as they saw it - and 

fought it. 
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The Montagnards have been alluded to in passing many times by t he 

American press. Often they are called Vietnam n.ati ve s . The Vietnamese 

used the word "moi" -" savage "- when they spo ke of them. Although 

probably less t han two million in total popu lation in South Vietnam , 

their significance in t he war lay in the fact they inhabited and controlled 

the "strategic highlands" of South Vietnam - nearly one - half t he total 

land mass of t hat war-torn land. Collectively their brother Montagnar ds 

inhabited and controlled more than one-half the land mass of Indochina , 

including North Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. They had survived some 2,000 

years of war and persecution by the lowland Vietnamese , Kh~yer and Laotians . 

Their common hatred :fo.r the lowlanders and desire for autonomy was the 

glue that held these people together and gave them identity as Montagnards . 
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The Montagnards essential role in all three Vietnam conflicts -

starting with the French in 1944 to Dien Bien Ph~ in 1954, t he American 

war ending with our withdrawal in 1973 and th e civil war ending in 1975 -

has been virtually ignored by the West ern press and military analysts. 

This seems to me a strange cons piracy of silen ce or profound ignorance. 

To the South Vietnamese government and people, the "moi" did not count, 

bad no rights. They were looked upon as the Ame r ican immigrants looked 

upon the Indians, or the Israelis looked on' the Palestinians . Their 

land was for the taking when and if they felt there was an~thin g worth 

taking. 

The Communist fo.rc'es were not so arrogant or ignorant in re gar d to 

the Montagnards .- By· a master stroke of diplomacy , Ho Chi Minh - Vietnam' s 

George Washington - abd Vo Nguyen Giap - military genius and head of t he 

North Vietnam army - won over the Montagnards with promises of autonomous 

land and enlisted them as main force troops. Chu Van Tan , a Tho Mo ntagnard, 

became second in comman to Giap early on in 1944. 

Fact: Two out of the four divisions that defeated the French at Dien Bien 

Phu 1954 were Montagnard manned and led. Fact: The Montagnards furnished 

the sanctuary and support for the Viet Cong/ NVA forces along the Ho Chi 

Minh trail in t he Central Highlands during the Second Vietnam war against 

the U. S . Forces from 1958 to 1973. Fact : Eventually after the Americans 

left, the Montagnards provided key forces and sanctuary for the Communists 

when they struck Ban Me Thuot in March 10, 1975. Again, it was largely a 

Montagnard force that massacred the South Vietamese forces as they withdrew 

from the Highlands along the "Trail of tears." The panic that ensued 

spelled the downfall of the South Vietnamese forces in Saigon some 52 days 

later 30 April, 1975. Fact : Montagnards made a significant contribution 

to the Khmyer Rouge forces in Cambodia , furnishing them sanctuary and 

troops early on under Pol Pot . and his friends. 

The Montagnards got their autonomous lands in North Vietnam . I suspect 
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the Montagnards were similarly treated in the Central Highlands of 

the former South Vietnam after the reunification of Vietnam 1975 . 

How they fared in Cambodia remains a mys tery to this day . The Me o , 

Laotians Montagnards , who sided wit h the CIA became the Hmon g refugees 

we see in our country . The Thai and Tho Montagnards in Laos fared better 

when they sided with the Communists and Laos "fell" to t he Commun ist s 

in 1975 - almost unnoticed by the West . 
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I t was Vo Nguyen Giap, commander of the North Vietnamese Army , 

who prophetically stated , "Ile who holds t he lii ghlands , holds t he key to 

victory in Vietnam ." 

A recent attempt was made t o describe t he horror of t he Vietnam 

wa¥ in a movie called Appocolypse Now by Frank Coppula . It was based 

on Joseph Conrad 's classic Heart of Darkness. I n it is portrayed t he 

transformation of a man as he gets deeper and deeper into the jungle 

in search of a mysterious civilized man gone savage and mad . As he 

goes deeper and deeper i nto the jungle he hims elf take s on •t he trappings 

of the savage and th~ thoughts of a madman . At t he end of his search 

he becomes the man he is looking f or. Some suc h transformation takes 

place i n anyman involve d in the savagery of war . I n my case the savagery 

was only part .of the s tory. Depths of beauty , goodness , loyalty , love 

and trust were opened to me that only such a situation can reveal . Only 

in such a setting of war and danger, perhaps, can these values be seen 

and truly understood. 

' During my year in the highlands of Vietnam I was previledged to 

live with these gentle, open , loving people wh o were collectively called 

"montagnards" by the French or "moi" by the Vietnamese . They had sacri-

fices for me in which I became father and brother to many of them. Only 

after these sacrifices could they speak freely of their hatred of the 

Vietnamese , their hope for a free land , their true cause and h idden 

mission . The sacrifices bound me to protect them no less than they were 

bound to protect my body from harm . They stated that I would always 

remain with them "in my heart ." Some gave me "happy coats" with t he 

promise that, if I wore them or kept them near me, I would always think 

of them . Amazingly, this has been true. 

At first, on my return to the u. s . A. in 1968, I emmerse d myself in 

my busy practice hoping the memories of Vietnam and the Montagnards would 



5. 

go aw.ay. Not a day has gone by that their faces and love have left 

my memory . Indeed , their memory grow s stronger instead . Their story 

mus t be told. I have waited pat iently fo r someone more knowle dgeable 

than me to tell it. No one has . Al thou gh I tell tbe story th rou gh my 
-eyes , the£e were many Americans who came in contact with the Montagnards 

and were profoundly changed by the experience . In store for me , perhaps , 

is confusion, frustration, contradictory evidence , emo tional agony . But 

the story must be told. 

The Montagnard promi se was true. They are ~n my heart- fri ends 

and blood brothers. .Th i s is a love story shared by many on both sides 

of the conflict in spite of clashing cultures - East and West . Th is 

story went largely -unreported, overshadowed as it was by t he "larger 

war" in the lo_wlands of Vietnam. It was because of the strange , savage 

and sometimes noble s truggle for power in the Highlands that the lowlands 

became such easy "pickings" in the last days of the war in 1975. 

Come with me, please, as I retell t he story. 
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At last the time for Jack~s leaving had come . After yet another all 

nite session of booze and conversation, we left the ground at Eleiku 

about ~ :30 .am . 10 April. 1¢i He '.·fas scheduled for a good-bye session 

wi~h ~~ Vietnamese friend , John, in Saigon . The flight took us to 

Cam Rhan Bay to drop off some material - my first good look at the 

s prawli ng new base carved out of s and around a georgious bay. - then 

to Ton San Nhut airbase outside Saigon. Hy first look at it since my 

a rri val 2 and 1/2 mos aga. Ton San Nhut was the headq.uarters for t he 

7th Air Force, i n charge of our air war i n Vietnam - ni ck-named Pentagon 

~as t. Brass everywher e , all spi t and polish, 18 , 000 Air Force people -

the Sa igon warriors . "'"Jack had his legal work to do before checkiri'g 

out so w e went t o his headquarters 7th Air Force AnneJC - in Saigon. 

Whi le he was t endi ng to his business, I tried to find Lynn Becklin, a 

good friend of my brother Mike 's - SAC - officially not even in Viet-

nffi. - all his records were in Guam . After J ack had left ~he states, 

I spent my last nit e in his villa - F troupe - but had one long time 

t rying t o fi nd him through all the maze of brass and titles. 

When J ack ' s wor k was fi ni shed, we t ook our baggage (including his 

ug of rice wine given him in the final ceremonies in Plei Brel to say 

goodbye - I ' ve already des cribed the pungeant smell) to John ' s house . 

~Je went by taxi . 

i1Iy f irst real look at the e«:otic Eas t close up . Wild, wild scene!• 

'rainm3d · nto the bacK seat of,{. a r:ickety Volkswagen type taxi, I looked 

out at bike r i ders , ,,1otor scoote~ Honda motorcycl es , buses, trucks Ii 
all c.;rarr.rr;ed full. 01' peopl e going like hell in all directions and barely 

~issing each other . There were only 3-4 stop siggs in all of Saigon with 

ove1· 2, 000, 0JO people . Streets half the width of a U.S. sidestreet 

with cars r acing like daredevils weaving in and out of people, bikes, 

1 r.be.:: t tas; the ~urt s lined with mak shift sho f1S , di s plays, vendors of 

~ J '1'..:k r1arket g ~· olls , lta.wkers , peopl e eating on the sidewalks and curbs 
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a r o nd th r~tal, le ovens · nd sto1rcs . The heat was intense - 100 degr ees 

F . '-'i -t.l: a out '.3 - 90% ~ft hun-.i di ty . Add t~;:: ever y ch angjng smells of 

Saigon : ti coc:tphony of hu11an sweat , ur:ln~, exhaust f wnes , fish oil, smoke 

f r om open air cooking ~ t.ie ster ch of human f e ces everywhere. 

Ar:. ~-1e ::if\ r oa ched t he Sai gon r iver , the srnells j.. nt ensified . 
5~fH-I f'£<.~~ 

)j.t c 1vrrv<.- tic -l t~ ...,.,,ta; ~~l ;lo '/4<:..0 19~- · ~>rt.L -
T1le sights of' ptOJ1le of al l Hi nds i 'illed the eye ; 111ilitary police, the 

11\iJh~ te :ni ce" - civi 1::. ::1 •• _ olic.:. like in Pleiku, troops both -lietnamese and 

Ameri can on tbe way to t.hE: i'ront or rolaxinf; or: R and R, beautiful girls 

co:-1ing a d going fro.,1 s c!iol in thai.r Ao Dai ' s , old women and men going in 

;;.nd OU" o:: ...!oor, :11any on t he i r haunches cooki ng or j st looking ; mas ses of 

"' lit t:!.-E. 1: ·-tL~s , toddlers an young t eenage r s holdi ng hands; of ficials with 

t .d lii.;osin ·s o: li vious to i t all ; It seemed like all the two million 

e3:i cents of Saigon fl us the t roupes were out on the street . Add to the 

8oco ::;'.tor~- of fi~Xr// 't..::O~le and smells, the noises of honking horns , blaring 

o. i.ental rmsic , an~ cccassmonal si r en, ~acir,8 t n;.cks a nd b ackfiring motor 

f-1 cycles, ~ lus the int~nsc -J.'f/. hu.:nid hea t and you have Saigon. Ther e was 

no ·:j si1 l l' or 'lUC · 1 l ·~ waf here . 

Frum •ny vant ace ""11 • .::t ce i n the back of t he cab, I was s cared as hell. 

Pe r ha. s I wculd bp.y U1c f arr-1 right ere i n Saigon as the c:aazy dti ver started 

:i !' 1 s t pri,~ d, ro!l ,ed his horn c nd zig- zB.6t:e t hrough the maze. Apparently 

L~ l·TH'1. Lhe r u. es L t 1;1 o could be sure ? 
I 

We .!:'ou d John ' s t:Jl.<ice down one of the congested , dirty alleys they called 

r:.troct.s - 76 Tran N1::it Dua t , Tan Di nh, Sai gon - and a whole new world opened 

ur • A illa - Beau t iful. We dr ove in through a little gate onto a gravei 

cou:r yard . The Hidn Vi lla •as made of beauti full y decorated gfus and marble 

outsi.Je 1·i th stucco. intermi xed - gl eami ng white - simply beauti f ul. Inside 

-1as .'."!ll r·!art,1.e an .:urniched 1.,ri th t eak f ur ni tu r e and draped beautifully in 

:.-[:. anrl pP.r ian rugs - breath taki ng . John rented this out to sorne civi-

lians ro'1 ow Zealand and e l sewherer who had divorced their wives at home, 

. Hd t -:t Pn V:i r; t n.<im.ese wo11en and made Vie t nam t heir home. The rent was 
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ia ;3 tre n 1 o 1th - rv g 1 .y 500 dollars - sti ff by any standards. 

llohn hi•Y1self .s.nJ his farii 1y lived in f, :J. beat up ~hack t o the right until 

he coul 1 i'inbh b ildin8 hms new villa ou t, on t o the Sai gon Ri ver. Many 

relatives lived :.ri th him - rt::nt free as is the custom when one has t he 

stature of a rich Vietnamese as John had . 

John, or /'Jt,uyen Jinh am , was about 40 years oid at the time . He had 

been a French Legionnai re for t~ years until the French left i n 1955 -
a famous s oldier with three Couvr e de guerre 's, many medals and many 

·rounds . . e drank a~d ate and entertained like a French man as we were 

to see . Whe n the Fre ch l eft, he had bought a tea plantation nelilI' Dalat fo:Jr 

" a~out 5, 000, 000 pi astres (50,QOO dol lars .) The V. C. had burned him out 

a bout three years previousl y so he came to Saigon, bought the villa and wa~ 

emJ:. l oyed with Pan Am. He was t he boss in Saigon of all the Vietnames 

employed by Pan Am . We would probably call him the loadi ng master. 

John was not home when we arrived so we played with the ch~ldren 

and talked halt ing French with his wife . The children were a joy to me . 

No r estri c;Z'ti ons on me at all about talking with them or tumbling with 
-~ t hern or hugging them i;i.s ua• the ~ttle among t he Montagnards. It had been 

2and 1/2 rr.onths since I had had the pleasure of touching little children 
~~~@ fAAAA..-~ 

~ ~eade,the or phanage and I proceeded to ~U John's wife did y{~ 

not inter fere . She was a smiling plump woman - very warm and good hearted -

and a riagnifi eent ¢/.-/- cook as we were to f ing out. 

We started wi t h the names . John was a Catholic so all had Christian 

nanes in·· addi tion to t hei r Vietnamese names. I have neglected to record 

the!Tl but¢' do haye their Vietnamese names . They are as follows: 

1 guyen Di nh Tar11 (John) - father extroardinair e - about 40 years olJ d. 

! ... bries Duong Thi ( s i gnil;i es woman ) Cuc - wife - "madame" 

Ghil ren : (1.) Nguyen Anh Hung 

- 17 Years old - number one boy - s cheduled to go 

lrito t. c :irmy soon - very good boy . J ohn worried abut him because he had 
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just quit school and was sor of loafi~g aro nd until he entered hi s f our 

year ~tmigation of ~I service . 

(2 ) 0 Madeline ) Nguyeh t hi Quy Phuong 
(pronounced 11when 11 ) 

- spoke excellent English, very intelligent, a beautiful 

child . 11..~ yea.rs oid . Quizzed me cons tantly about my family and 

especially about my "number one girl" Colleen , then almos t 7 years old . 

She studied the pictures I had of my f ;unily carefully. She worshipped her 

own father and waited on him an<l cared for him as i f there was not another 

t hi ng in her life that was i mportant to her. We used her as our interpreter 

when we got stuck in the French- Vietnamese - Engl i sh - pantomine w"' 

used to comrununic at e . 

(3) Nguyen quoc Khanh - about 12 year s old - a quiet boy not easy to 

know . 
1 

) ~lguyen t hi (eirl) Qhu Loan 

( 5 ) N3uyen thi ngaoi Ph ung 

6) guyen Thien Nhau - a little de vil - acout 5 years old - into 

e ·ery thi ng , f i ghts carate-type and teats the hell out of his omder brother 

uo c Khnah in spite o the fact he was only half his ~grj size. My Megan, 

ae0 2, came t o mind and I showed her pictures around. We all laughed. 

( 7) ·guyen t hi Rim Quh - a beautiful little girl - about 3 years old -

just glo1:Jea and love to sit on anyone 1 s lap, pl ay hide and seek - like ptY 

.·:ich3.el a a5e 5 :;.t hore . 

· ) e;uyen thi Bach .Tai - about 11/2 - 2 years old. 

~s •e ver c getting acquainted and having a pleasant time away i~f// ff 
.:'ran the wa1·, a sense of anticipation began building . 

Then 1¢'/if./1.#¢/ .JOHN CAi.'1E HOHE - and e veryone came to life. A huge 

cus le of activity . He was i nunedcnately stri pped down to his shorts and stayed 

t~ ~ t W4Y t e ·,;bolt:: ti 11e he was home . His sandal s wer e brought to him . The 

~ s~r s~~i ~red 2~ ~e s tarted dr "nking on the apot . First we had beer in 
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Jack 3.nd rny '10 3Cl'oss the courtyard from thu main villa and then we 

,..1nved er: Io the floe~ of tLe n~w villa .:;hou t ~ nr1 ·,rhere a table had been set 

for us wi tL ·11oonlit;ht over thP Saigan River . Ther. came t he champagne - a 

bot 0 apie e ~rith m~ny toasts and legionnai re songs and more toas t s to 

Jae\< TluJy and t h9i:r friendshin. Jack had saved John's life earlier in 

Octo er 1 bG in a a sa sinaticn at.tem ton liohn ' s life . Many people had 

been killed ,ut J or·n led a charmed life till row . 

~1aJarr.e came in from the kitchen with a large - 3 -4 f oot - platter of 

a Vietnamese dish - shri p, mushr ooms , noodles , her bs , celery - called, 

"chou meragc " I cou.ld not identify all the things t a t went into it . I 

' 
!"'la r1e a pig out of myself in Sf:i te of my clumsiness "\\Ji th the l'llfi<J chopsticks. 

1L, 1.ad been preceaed by the greatest asparagas soup I can ever remember. 

After suusjsting on _fontagnar food, rice wine, no milk and t he slightly 

·1~.iµSL:atir g food at .·T.ACV pu. s ...,-rations, t ii s las heaven . I fin ished the four 

ho~rl._. v; ::;r t.: :1."!d fi e se .. vings of t:1e main dish about midnite. 

Then 've star ,(, ci.r.i.nKir..g Crown Royal .for me , Black Label Scbtch for 

t' P:'J - str:ii ght ·::.. ... r1 & f w ice cubes and little water . Of course I got 

srnash"d - knocked :: l oose board off the platfor m and 

Ri ve:r a i :l fis hed _;_ t ou t - was mud*-f~ad to toe . 
A 

jumped into the Saigon 

By 2 am we were shooting 

cigarette3 'Jut of L-ach cthe:cs r1o uths with a pellet gu n from across the pl at-

.:orrri , Fair y ;;cc rate for awl ilyt'e but then I s uccun1bed and fianlly lay 

do:m • i '.'i the .ids and watche their interes t i ng pebble game, played 

••i t h the little dog 11 Ti ti 11 (menas little o ne ) and f inally got led to ·bed 

at atou. 4am. Jo.rn and ffack menaw ile t a l ked on and on abou.t many things 
, 

Fith Qu. Phuon in constant attendance. 

1:Jc s avrakend at 8 30 ar1 - presented with ham and eggs and toast and coifee 

- t' er. 'ceer a'1d 'II- away we went again . John fi nally wnet to work about 

11 am and Jack cind I wnet ot the Air Force commissary and liquor store 

.o de so"1e shopping . The BX and Commi asary were like stateside or better 
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a t Tan San Nhut and Cholon in sharp cmntrast to our facilities in 

Pleiku . We lo<!ded up with 12-16 cana of every t '1ing - needed two taxis 

to get all the stuff back to l ohn 1 s . John was outraged when he found out 

we we . ., planning to buy the booze , too . He procured his groceries and 

booze ~ro~ the bla k market at 200-400% of what we had to pay at the BX 

and Coruni ssary . 

Wen we got cack to Hohn 1 s, he had already started the beer stage and we 

joined right in. Supper at aboust 7:30 pm again - champaigne and toasts ,. 

Then came the food. Four to f ive pieces of chicken - Kentucky F~ied* apiece, 

then the same platter as the nite before full to overfloweing with a Viet-

namese salad wi th e~gs , ~uchrooms , greenery, salad dressing- wonderful. I 

thought that was the end . Wrong, this was to be a French feast . Out came 

a ' uge whole leg of lamb cooked on a roticery - we ate as much as we could • 

The next course -qas fi let mignon steaks wrppped in bacon, followed by the 

ful-1 bottles for each of us of Seag r ams Crown Royal for me and Black Label 

Scotch f or John and Jack . 

A littl e later John got up and stumbmed over a ways and went to sleep 

on t he floo r over the Saigon River. All eight of his children laid him 

oudl t en erly and beat on hi till he was completely relaxed . Then Quy 

?lmong //l girl ) bl"Clut;ht out some flared t um.=Jers, heated them up with a flame , 

5Wished t he flrune i nt the ·nside of the tumblers and placed them~ face down 

all over John 1 s back . This a Fr ench tneatment to bring out all the bad 

things in a man 1 s system . John had eiant hickeys all up and down his pack . 

:1adame q uietly and carefully directed uy Phuong on where to put these 

t r ings - back , shouide~s , upper arms - very carefully. 

Then Quy Phuong and I had a long talk over her English book . She waated 

~1e t.o r ead the words fo r t he sound - wo uld stop me when she didn 1 t undfer-

s t:wd .:i. -rn rd , w0 1 d tal k a out it , then move on . A lovely bright child. 

Duri t1b the two ni t e3 we spent with John , J ack and I talked about anything 

c.tr e ·erythi ng . Bothr Jo. n and Jack wanted me to understand as much as I 
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could n the short tirie l eft about n: ntal and verbal discipline , at titudes 

t owards th ., Vi et cont; , North Vi lbtinamesa , '1ont agnar ds , Chirrese , ltae ARVN, 

t he French, t he Ugly Americans , Poli tics in Saigon and the war in general. 

The wor d hypo cri tc an th e word 11good- :r.an" came up a thousand times. 

My wife wro t e l ater lY41 after readi ng my account of t he feas t and asked 

wb.y t ~ choldren were still up all nite . l n Vietnam society t he father 

rul es. If he is u p the chi ldren ar e up u~less told to go to bed. Never w 

were we awar e of them - no i sci pline required - the choldren - en the 

2 yea r ol d wai te on t he parJ nts especially ~l~n . They worked like slaves 

to wait on us t hroughou t t he two nites we weree there . The only discipline 
~ 

I noti ced was once when #2 boy Nguyen Quoc Khanh - 12 Years old * had 

done somethi ng wrong . Hohn caught hi~ eye and pointed meaainglyfully at 

hi m. The boy ca~e f r om one side of the vill a like a dog with tail be-

t~,·een his legs i n a sort of trance and walked over to his father and stiboi! 

a t attcnticn . ~iiean~hile John held his gaz e steadily f or some 60 seco nds 

with his finger poi nted at him •. Then the boy broke into tears, sobbi ng 

uncont rol l ably f or at least 45 minutes . Very i mpressive . John felt the ~ 

nee - t o apologi ze and f inally said to me, "There must be - what you say -

"lsc.i.rline , or deur . 11 And t hat was t he end of it. 

Jack ' s t ou:: vr~s at an end . I had picked his brain as best I could . 

!fe ha trai .ed :11e as bes t he coul d, and t ested me for the year ahead. 

I l<l now he was not satisfi dd that he had taught me enough. He did not know 

I could r Aplace hi rr. nor di d I. We both knew that I wo uld have to 'o the rest 

1\'/ ·.yJt:;;if a!1J tL t I ras eager to do it. He had lef t me Lick Rahlancd as a 

friend but only time would t ell i f I was worthy of the friendship and trust 

f:E: a-:.J ick Ind 'eveloped . I was si mpl y i n awe of t his man, 11Yack. 11 My 

est ,1 ould come . 

In our parting words I made a promi se that I ould oftne regret 

. a vi ng • :ad8 • nro~.is2d Jae 1.udy solemnly that I would take care of 

· '3 ·:.:ir.:.:ibi.ards .:J.r ~ d leco 1e like him - a Mont agnard . I pr omised to continue 
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!1 is 1·:o r~ a.'.1J czpa .. d it . I rro1ist:d I ~ 1 d W'-t1k and no t t alk . I promised 

,,~s not s~!re I could o. I t ol a i r11. .:;o ·1 1.J he nderstood . I 

'·m1;:;w I woul d be th e orily ma!1 in the Pl eiku area who knew what he knew and 

was a':;l e t o do ,. hat t e :li d . I di dn no t know i f I vould do i t u t, gave 

Ml11 the rromise anywa;y· . The tiviUan r/rf.li./ doctor - age 32 - had cecome 

a counter-i nsurger.cy 3olJie:r 11 the space of fa;o 'Tlonths without t he benefi t 

of fo :n i..: 1 tr <?.ingint, or off i ci al .... l ess:i ng of the U S Air Force . 

The mJrning cf J~ck ' s le~vi 1g , J ohn hande me 45 , 000 piastr es ( roughly 

$ /.j')O .no) to pay for t.'1P, groce r .;. es wo 1 d ':)o g 1t 1nd .::. t arted walking a:way . 

When · ' i ri sisted on i temizi>ig the Lill for hi;n He found we had s pent only 

' .:,, 1 I ~ • ':'D ( r o 1:gi ly 17, . 00 pi:;astr~s ) and he still tri ed to make me take all 

•.,e !"rncy. Join was ~t l i t t le i nsulted whe 1 ue woul dn ' t take i t . ~ot t he 

st e: c0t,yp.3 •J " tliP .:;.::L':...s'.., stealin ~· , beggini_; Vietnamese at all. We woke 

day of our st9.;'/ to more ~·ee r , b reakf ast and Scotch . We 

·l':'.i ., (1 at the c>l::'port. 17 -:'..1.20 am af te r i'r.:mti cally r unning ar ound gett i ng 

J .J.ck ..., r.; ar. j zi:..d, 11 one chant:ad , t,icket and baggage settl ed, etc . and s et t led 

.::.o Jr to :'10re Scotc1. w.i. h J oh1 Ett a Vietnames e restaurant i nsi e of Pam Am. 

At 12 :115 'lt1 "' curod J ack i ritc the Plane - J ohn had a r r anged V. I.P. sea t for 

'1~1. ·.;.i; 1 T7 > ... c ;ics > c a:n!~acns , e t c . and ·,ie r'ir-·ally got Li m on his way . 

I : c.... t,o '..:ie er. MY way also . J ohn anu I sai d our good- e yes wi t h pr omises 

1,o :::v. ,f· ~gain ·Jie ne:xL time I was i n S3.ibo11 . I ha an appointment to see 

"' .::0· o;, :?.~~ i0' .i. " ·:.:...;: tr:2.n , G...,ne ra Brann'Jn "an i orthopedic surgeon . I met wi th 

•. i • '. _·,..,1 ·11 0u L '.in :1c u1·, a t irbic 1 t i rne I out lined s ket chily what was going 

r :._v Pluiku , lrser+,i 1 6 a 1 the ne ces s ary "sirs " , hopefully i n the right 

~i' +1· '-' c.-:•1J u.;;i'.) 1 , I 11ad nis sed ~ry plane ack to Pleiku , s o decided to 

1..n,:,!· u; ~ : l:octh"' ... 1 " b.:ioJ l'r i ·nd, Lyn Becklin . He and a number of SAC 

2 'i 'ic ; r- l.i. vc J Ln - c0w1 t.ry t o coordi na te t he B- 52 raids that came in f rom 

vU.3;"'. .... ·:i.ch Jay . By a ski :g a rtl l l i on uostions , finally found Lynn living 
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in a t.~ autiful villa i ~, 1owntmcm Saigcn ·Th :i.ch t 18Y had Jubbed "F troup . 11 

l 0 0. 1, dl .,ing rcor,1, 1_,hrce fl oors and a ~·u r a 1<la , kitchen , three maids - the 

whole bit . On enterl .g throug . the alleylined by high walls, I could not 

ham b t noti ce some of the meanest lookir1g soldi ers standi rig aboue me that 

I had ever seen . Lynn i nf or med r1e t hat Lhus o were the Nung' s - Part Chi-

nes e , part '.fontag:: a r recruited for their r uthlessness and dedication -

me rcenari es who ha ariginally come fr om t he area east and north of Hanoi 

which bordered on China . The atsmosphere was completely relaxed, states-

side . The men we r e dressed either in Hawaian shirts a nd sports slacks or 
'\ 

i n thei r 1505's ( vopical dress uniforms) in sharp contrast to me Jungle 

fat· gues . They pumped me with liJUes tions atout the .1ontagnards and Pleiku. 

While Lynn made poached e t; gs on toas t for me and served cold milk , they came 

in in shifts and we start ed all over explainedg to them what I knew of the 

si t u::i.tion i n he Hi5hla.nds. I was not until 5 :JO am that they allowed me 

t.c go tu b e - - wh j c} I iJ complete with boots, fatigues and cap in one of 

their cl ean beds. Hadn't realized what a slob I' d become until I did that . 

Ha become accustome t o li ving in my clothes in Pleiku between the infre-

uent tires that wa ter was available f o a bath . 1~~/~~~t/~¢1i/ Slept till 

noon '. .e next day , got up, undressed and took a beautifull Hot shower and 

s~ave . I noticed a strange l ooking person looking back at me in the mirror . 

The ravages of ¢.lit/ diarrhea, vomiting, rice wine, dengue fever, w!Hr'd 

hours, adrenalin :.ind exotic 1ontagnard food had changed me into someone .I 

hardly recognized . Thi n, hard eyed with a glint of hysteria and messianic 

fe vor, 1i t !: a sho.'.rn to my haads - I simply bnoke down laughing at the image 

in the mi~ror . Lyn'.1 took me to the airport and I finally scrounged a ride 

u to B 2i ku a out J ; OOpm, arriving abou t 5:00 pm to begin my test. 
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74. tick Rahlan (cont) 235 1 letter from Jack Rudy 

26 Oct 1977 
.•. Quite frankly , in Minneapolis and your letter, I was a little 

surprised at your "shock" regarding Lick, a.k.a. Y-Djit or, more 
correctly, vice versa. I'm speaking of knowledge here, but reaction. 
First , Lick left too many obvious "trails" to ignore the obvious - at 
least from my standpoint. Secondly , I seem to recall - with some~hat 
unusual calrity - you, Lick and I discussing his political philosophy 
over rice wine a t Hinh 's hut in Plei Brel . Third, Lick knew too much, 
and was far and -'~above more intelligetn than any other Mo ntagnard I 
knew - and attempted to conc eal that too often, not to have had skele-
tons in his closet. 

As you have noted in your letters to Kay , Lick took command when 
in the villages - as if he, and not t he vill age chiefs, ran the villages. 
And , you will recall, we operated with impunity or immunity from the 
V.C. when on our sojurns - because the vmllage chiefs "guaranteed" our 
bodies from harm. Thinking back, how many chiefs said that to you 
directly ? One the other hand, how many said it thrfuugh Lick's trans-
lation or, after Lick had t alked with the chief? I would venture to say 
that Lick was the moving force - the guarantor of our safety from V.C. 
harm and either directed or enlisted the support of the village chiefs. 
Enough! 

In reviewing your letters, I have to agree you were a set up for our 
adventtures in the Montagnard villages. You didn't let anyone down -
certainly not me, especially not the people. To paraphrase your re-
mards, those who became involved, learned a great deal about themselves, 
gave a lot, received a lot, and left an indelible part of themselves, 
at least , in the memory of those we touched - affected ... 



71 . Lick Rahlan (cont) 228 2 17 June ' 68 Jack Rudy ' s letter 

... Lick ha d been writing to me on a average of 2- 3 times a week . 
But , for the past two weeks not even a postcard . A few letters back 
he mentioned he might have to go see a "relative" in Cambodia, which , 
knowing Lick , and his numerous relatives who departed this fair earth 
sometimes 3 and 4 times , might mea.n that the heat is on him . from 
either the Vietn amese or V. C. or both . However , I ' m sure Lick will be 
able to take care of himself in the event he smells certain trouble • .. 

Y- Bham finally answered my second letter , and with a Canadian 
post mark no less . I have a feeling the French are still very actively 
involved with him and may be"coordinating" the show in Phnom Penh , 
but then , you ' d think they had enough trouble at home on their hands . 
My humble analysis is that they want to keep their dirty little fingers 
on the tea and opium traffic in and around the highland , more speci-
f ically Laos and Cambodia . But who really knows for sure in this mad 
world of congecture and supposition we live in . It ' s the old story , I 
guess , that it ' s a great world , if you can hack it ... 



One page statement of the book, "THERE IS A MAN WHO WALKS" 

This is a story of the Montagnards and of Lick Rahlan, their 
leader, as the Vietnam war was played out in the Highlands of 
South Vietnam between the "Forces of Freedom" - American / Saigon 
troops - and the Communist ''red menace" from North Vietnam. 

It is told through my eyes. I was a draftee physician 
assigned to Pleiku Airbase as a dispensary doctor. Because of 
my religious and cultural background, with Dr. Tom Dooley and 
John Kennedy as my heroes, I began to work with the Montagnards 
in the villages around the airbase. I went to improve their 
health and raise their standard of living, and as a symbol of 
American friendship. 

As my involvement deepened, I began to think like a 
Montagnard and espouse his cause. Deep friendships developed 
between myself, Lick Rahlan and others in the villages. 
Eventually I was made a blood-brother and father to Lick Rahlan 
and other Montagnards in a solemn religious sacrifice. They 
pledged to safeguard my body from harm; I pledged to work for 
the Montagnards and to help them in any way I could. 

The Montagnards were engaged in a war of survival as the 
hated Vietnamese invaded their sacred Highlands and made this 
their battlefield for the right to own the rich lowland rice 
fields. For centuries the "forbidding" Highlands were exempt 
from the wars conducted by the lowland Vietnamese. The 
Montagnards lived in isolation. Now their land was torn up by 
the fierce fighting of these "Tigers in the jungle". Huge areas 
were turned into free-fire zones; forests were burned and 
defoliated; streams were polluted and the Montagnards were 
forced to flee their centuries-old homes. They were forced to 
pick sides in a struggle that did not concern them. The choices 
Lick and other leaders made and why is the center of this 
narrative. What eventually became of them because of their 
choices is the tragedy that is unfolding as I write. 

Equally tragic is the story of this doctor, full of good 
intentions and love for the Montagnards, who saw his innocence 
destroyed by his arrogance and ignorance. Unwittingly he 
became, along with other Americans, the instrument of 
destruction to the people he came to help. 

We were not the "Forces of Freedom". We were the instrument 
of Death and Destruction. We had no business being in the 
Highlands in the first place. We left a wasteland in our wake. 
Our guilt can only be partially absolved by our care for the 
few refugees who have survived and by making their story known. 

1 



John Ad ams s a i d , " The seeds of rev o 1 u t i on \Jere p 1 anted i n th e 

hearts and minds o~ the colonists Jong before the shots were 

fired at Lexington and Concord that were 'heard round the 

world'. " The Minute Men · and the "sons of Liberty" har:J done 

their work well prior to that time. 

Here, then, i s the ii.st: 

1.A desperate, oppressed people , deprived o.t' their Human 

Rights. 

2.Ded i cated , heroic leaders who can clearly state: 

3. The Ca use; 

4. Awaken them to the realization they can change their lot; 

5. Initiate Triggerin g events against 

6 . a clearly perceived Evil Enem y; 

7 . Find a Sanctuary to 

8 . Organize, 

9. Educate the people in the Cause and 







1 0 . form a Shadow Government. 

11. Needed are Victori~s over the enemy to rally the people, 

along with 

12. a Flag, Slogans, Inspirational Songs and Poems 

13. and Martys to the Cause. 

14. The revolutionaries must have a Powerful Friend, 

15. Legitimate Spokes men and 

18. a Favorable Press. 

17. Finally, after victory, the revolutionaries must 

establish a Legitimate Gove rnment which addresses the peoples' 

grievances and guarantees their Human Rights. 

In the discussion above, we have examined most of the 

essential ingredients necessary to bring about a SUCCESSFUL, 

REVOLUTIONARY, GUERRILLA, WAR. I£ the reader will bear with me 
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