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TEXT--The text describes the art and architecture of the
present church building in the context of parish
history. The style is personal and friendly.

The move from Lower Town is glossed over and the

selection of Masqueray as Architect is emphasized.
Masqueray's typical work is described, and it is

pointed out that the St. Paul Cathedral and St. Paul's
Church are neither one representative of Masqueray's

style. We are told how the parish wanted an English
country church and how Masqueray enchanted the select
committee into accepting a church that is Southern French/
Northern Spanish. We are told how this choice was somewhat
unfortunate since the fabric of the churhis not really
suited to our Northern climate. We are told that Masqueray
never built a church that didn't laak, and that both
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The church's outstanding architectural features are
pointed out along with anecdotes about the construction
and completion of the building. 1Its artistic treasures
are described, and the problem of maintaining historic
treasures--preventing deterioration--is addressed.
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AFTERWORD--I see this as Ian Morton's three pep-talks adapted
for this summation and challenge. We have a great
treasure, we believe we have a great future, but
most important of all is the treasure of the Gospel
itself, this above all our privilege to share

with others.
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most important of all is the treasure of the Gospel
itself, this above all our privilege to share

with others.

10096S BI0SUUTY ‘OIEUBY

19a1g A113q1] €12
ade|q d3[eUWI

>
BUNS() - UIMIIN5 :(uoqui
Wer pritns b vy o) T W

il

) Fhrty Lagrilnds

3

s




wj@@;«ﬁ., WA= y

L apon oo, Loffs s oo L :
crnitd M/MMTZAW%&%Z/@/'
A tee.e *C

oy 4@% foaw e o g !

O%cteil? “'M— hsosllothoss, Cch/éfanw

Cotfo gotlonsloidivoifooratle gl bililon. 27
bt bl ot o f TS

i cnfforn o, [V AL ;LJ%M
%%%,ijwwjm







7~

AT @2&@%
G J554. T o DA%, 5
D T e AN S oS

ore aro N cf Yirsit .
e, THe ol ) Lo ol o oo nll]

e g fog T Al




J

w/ugmo//mwg/c,%éws«j{w,mfﬂ@w?m@ '

el naf Th cofilionf. o fook. A fpanfit
e tﬁ fffwfg@ ;Z% ool
M%WOLW/MMO o To @

e S o )

el ' ‘
Lt W%‘é forr 4T W fooondid ey d




T T
w%@é&w%wm&%,
~Tke e ey a s o %@iﬁfﬂﬁ,f
dzﬁ% i s S TH G, Clafol H
T contigs, " [ Ay (of o ) lnetle M%j

cn (P, v Lm/»e»agn%
&y oL 7 ila%@m
W becsplobrail i lfoBl . TH.
el con e gt By Gen bl
oy o Aef A sy o Aerie, btoclioern co it
%ﬁ.w%w/-?/hq Mmjf/ e Dﬂ%%ﬂj{ :
AT e, QW@W +, ?ﬂuow/f’w B s i Bt
b the conte ofthesa ] oo ok, o T
4 W/;ﬂw Wcm.r/&, VJJ/W, (e A/&p-@
i s g A AN 0 oersl fn itib s

&
A




MJJ@M WM/L cancli ot Aol e
% @/M% /M Jot T %mz
z/éq c,ﬁwj

iy g /@ZZL@%’@%
e
@j@ww/édo/zj %M
Mmﬂ boticloor, Mo
. %wﬁ; W/W %

(,w/fé duw/f;w Z’ﬁ&%d W/Ma aazjwmv"i’l'
A/Z‘lﬂ/ealn(/ufa %W&A«w

M wﬁﬁwzﬂhx bnad
WW/Q/J '?ﬁbm/w‘_ﬂ@/
T %/,/47,;/@%/@% 5y Mﬁ/h /
s o B e T i il e ot
“The s o o M/%i,’ /CWM/M%,/%;
W@ﬂmwm@g //zz ,.JZ;JLO’?Z |

MVZ/% a,/ém,f,,,. W(,L@Zo/ ,Z;/
LT X R )“’“‘“@Zﬁw&%

fpoitece of X s, WM % T ueeile




;/;Wz/ Wdﬂwiw i
oo d E/am ;%ij f/*/f/o&wfzww b g N D
AT e
e
T, ey Homofnnts

e frunmitre
v




-r, v
/ s

m‘_%/ wwm@




zﬁm
"‘@“ M C,,,WM
n Gl /.z-od

wnsle. the &M&ZQL w
e et

m'ec
&ﬁ;ﬁaﬁpfd W@&JW




@ m//é

Mgfﬂ% fo”% Zj&zgfi/z@
e ﬁ"’f%

(é%%zz Z? /?i% %# da-vék, éo-eu-/_n/ Y
M 12D

el A s gl |
| @MMWM%“Z:M@ Ao
w&nwm @&Mwﬁu orsigeld

W/mﬁf’“

WW

e M,yz,,ﬁ/
e /.WLMZ‘: a“ﬂ(ﬂ/mvz./ aaumwﬂo
mmm% kil flemvrncolsecsy dnil U




Al ool fporeibl e Toe i foerl B tree.
Aoy fomme e ol 6o Cl e Ao
Lo Ao k), Tl s bl

el
A,
O i e
R T e A qu,w

ool 2 73
. M&Aﬁwa 75
S Sy bio omrrat o Lol b, @MQL'?.:M
o oA, @t frouiril aiforreral B, ok
4 /&ma/ﬁé’ﬁ@m %‘;f W&%%aw
’é&a\ oo _ ! f O
o e it e
Ve bolipos o Moy o Jee fotgemn ety et
s Joill Bisins Dhee B s oo, Grsiilal T
BT, mﬂ%
oy e, o B Lt s ﬁ,,;‘”’? v
ij @fwzwg:/ﬁz zé?ffi  tocldnon,
M %ofwnime /Zﬂ c/f/ﬂ"f wffér{/{c Qéd%/b‘-*—&v




(

Exg WDJ‘JA&J% a Wwﬁ/m%/k’f

/u//a? D/Z ,Aa%,é o/%j%%szzﬁ €
Cp oo il bopen s fl Mt
(73 . @M/wm 7 A Wé/%/im
ZBW?%L/.&%ZU%/@JJ
J /«Z/meja, RS A S SR | S
@%@%M%ﬁ% ikl ¢
Ll e, Bocgs e e Bl s i s B, oo
Lot e, f o o o iptans Lo A i ot
‘/‘Jé% ﬁ XM%M/%M%
Wﬂ%ﬁ/{,&cﬁhﬁ _ mic/hﬁf_-ﬂ’hmj? .
ML O ool et o oL
_w it VG A oy g s cun )
R I TL i
WW %%

gl




Wit

f/maﬁ/"m’v/éﬁ

g 2 /o‘-ﬁ”‘/% =,
m?‘”‘“ /?’/_s’,%ﬂﬂ;uﬁ .

crcer N
Mﬁﬁw
%W%E%ﬁ%&wvﬁ

e G 0/

i QR
SRASNS e

-
I 74 T e "
% oo ﬁﬁjﬁwﬁ%
%ﬁ%%w&
A“W“%“‘ﬁ‘fﬁa ANy P
Sl - evef Ui Wé«(m ,@,J{%
[T TrEnh i LoD
ww/j’“m’ %MM 4/0“”//%
wmﬂﬂmmmﬁ




(

P oy
Comfdite b o RPAALLELA fo . ML faten
g4 A=~ SRRV B B - A
W MJ% R
vrm% w/mﬂmz@w/@f%
Lol Mol toone bised) W yutlwl s fih s,
Al e Cirds fo. e teosplld il e leuful)
LA. et et ts sl W foerd Ut
Cllle bl e conril hadicfas sl o mc
Ut odf Tole it bloecnerl B mliley
A Toefe lbmom bl i, DU o Tl e
bkl s el The hogh e s il o i




ﬂ?’%ﬁ%w% S ik
Bty 1 T
bl T W g
WW?MM%W
fL Yl oo g Pkl K Mﬂﬂj
e b4 o o g lphclclondkide
Y4 - %J;/m oy e ke
- I Z/wﬁ:ﬁﬁ
et o %‘Qwﬂw”'é“iﬁ‘vﬁ ‘
WJWMM”#MJ/%/M%D% Lhe
el oot hecrfoc % s Jfﬁé{mgjr
o bl s o “WWMJ
@%&Wﬂ‘wﬁéaﬂ%wﬂﬁm o
= 0¥ e T e e it
o %Mjmsz%w%/ﬁ_g@w
et L o ’JMJW%M/ iy
'ﬁm@; ’ cse [Bemn., e '“’e_a/"“jﬁ?
nepnflceTlecmne




(

e ey et
R
T e )

Mmgzif;im
it s,

1o Can A e

o s
St ol gl i Vi vl
z—,ﬁwmf””’%ﬁ’m‘“ - yoeoring
W s ¥
bl pod el i i o Uhe ompcl i e _
4%Wﬂw M:j/ad
T e gl
. ,oaézé S ’ W |
N
ol o .&féw%&vé@é/@ 17@1%%
S S g S e
n 'Lamlzﬂ




( Wheionihooss /‘Jh,k s een yponaZomn. TH ot
becsecsemoborly bunoners bisn. Clomorfootoil A
{7%—%@%% mo/m 5779&»%?‘/\5’7@/%@

L —
‘/hfz-/a Mg/m %9@9«“ (
L %ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ% Wo I

ceton o ol e o f A Tan
e ot el flmes bt TL G fls 0 o
&, SM}/ L . /1‘}:-01 /M/ﬂm o Deviaiall

J

oo Yo oadl B, o i /
T Wwiéwh@,gw/% G o o acild
Mmawt@mmﬁaﬁfﬁjﬂm%ﬁ@/
Covniioe Che gyl f) WAl W) LM il . TRy
/%géﬂ;/&? ol fod oo oo of




/% of Ul Mk g o T Yool Cameos U
e s o ” i il
TH s U Hamens e W%ﬁmj//&%

CLrndborn b, s,

ot gy K
= . , 4 . ’
ol ol 2 mgaméjﬁum
‘7—% | Qé;#h/f(” 4:46&176 "Z—D/J«cgé.. %/MMM /LJZ;,
/f"‘% o i 0B i i Esibh Ay




7% o " % T 2. /@0
bt Kol o mim: ([l s Do bl
M G/ﬁuj Zée M%/MW»M%%M,%
Bt b, TolhomaghT Setinm amel o com, b Tl e
AT 1N v i
the k. M%&M @ﬂjhﬁ ad
Wi Crvomeil ofehaihon. Tolle pnlld off Fkechee acaf
>/ Ma/%bﬂ/%aé:ﬁm o sy bt
_9?‘;77% QaW‘SW, (5 ‘/‘/%
/LJW,_,%M//mMaZg (e ey / ’Z’Z, (o gg
(loe e SIW Al feare Ve i s e
ﬁ/m BB ko Tl oo Bt e sl

2




—

[ Dy ok Cedg %My/ééu
ﬁ“ﬂ"‘%wmﬁ/w&% - %ﬂ

Lokl eonsedlte Bl poutil il

5= S

o sisnlnn
ﬁ%%/ : %/@me

Aot co Ao (B o
gt i o boaiblon . Ty bongil et
2o, Stome i : ' /




W,MM,Q@
&/_égﬂ ’ cAe f%—oym% Al Seen
(el bl - bl o) i by teecblton, (M lAlid.
Rl A T

S —

(

- _pATES

Extatein WAL
e Gy

o ColoJo

L i T




SAINT PAUL'S CHURCH ON-THE-HILL: (pf{( Fa
THE FIRST SIXTY YEARS ~ %,

The religious directory in the St. Paul newspapers during 1857 listed the following
churches as serving the religious needs of the community; one Baptist, three Presby-
terian, five Methodist, one Congregational, one Lutheran, One Unitarian, and two
Episcopal. One of these two Episcopal churches was our own St. Paul's.

From the Minnesotan, January 1, 1857 :

"We learn that a new parish has been organized in the eastern portion of the city
by the Episcopalians with the following gentlemen as vestrymen: N.J.T. Dana, N.W.
Kitson, J.E. Warren, H.A. Lambert, C.W. Woolly, and W.E. Hunt. A handsome stone
edifice will be erected during the coming season for their house of worship on the
corner of 9th and Olive Streets. We are pleased to learn that the Rev. Andrew Bell
Paterson of Salem, N.J. has been unanimously called to the Rectorship."

From another newspaper, in July of that same year:

"pivine Services in accordance with the rites and usages of the Protestant
Episcopal Church and in connection with the new parish of St. Paul's will be held
in the District School house of the First Ward on Sunday next, July 5, at 10 1/2 a.m.
and 8 p.m. This arrangement will continue until the Church building is erected. A
Sunday school will be organized on the above day at 9 1/4 a.m. in the same building.
Families residing in the neighborhood who have as yet made no choice of a church...
or Sunday school...are respectfully invited to assist in forwarding this new enter=-
prise. The expenses will be paid by voluntary contributions collected each Sunday."

In his address to the second convention of the newly formed diocese of Minnesota held
in St. Paul's Church, Bishop Jackson Kemper reported: "On the 1l4th of July in the
presence of several clergymen I laid the corner stone of St. Paul's Church in the
city of St. Paul. As you perceive, the building is not yet finished although it has
been for some months occupied for public Service. In due time it will be a very
interesting and beautiful edifice and a great ornament to this city. The Rector ...
is a most valuable acquisition to the small number of our clergy..."

From the St. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer, December 25, 1857:

"The new Episcopal Church in lower town is to be opened on this day and the pew
letting is set down for the evening of the 30th. It will be opened at 1l a.m. Christmas
Day. The seats will be free and a collection will be taken up to be applied towards
defraying building expenses."

The first description of the new Church is found in a news story in the weekly
Minnesotan:

"Our city is not behind or deficient in the way of Church edifices...The new
Episcopal church...is built of stone, dressed slightly, and is being put up in a
superior manner. The dimensions of the Church are as follows: ninety-seven feet in
length in the nave and eighty-five in the transept. There will also be at the north
end of the nave a chancel, not included in these figures. In the southeast angle of
the nave and transept is the tower which will be forty-five feet of stone-work and
fifty-five feet of spire, making the whole height of the steeple just one hundred
feet. On the opposite corner, across the nave, is the organ gallery which will be




arched over by the walls of the main church completely."

Dr.
The 1858 diocesan convention was held at St. Paul's. The Rev. Patterson reported that,

while three of his parishioners had been lost by "perversion to Popery, yet, under
the blessings of heaven the Parish has prospered beyond our reasonable expectations."

The Rev. Dr. Paterson was a talented lecturer, much in demand. For example, he once
gave a talk on the subject, "The Edict of Nantes: Its Revocation and Consequences"
before the Young Men's Mercantile library in the Presbyterian church. Commenting
the next day, the Pioneer and Democrat said, in part:

"The subject was treated in a masterly manner, if we except an occasional be-
trayal of sectarian feeling and prejudice...displaying great powers of historical
analysis and research...In the concluding portion...an eloquent and graceful tribute
was paid to Protestantism."

Bishop Whipple, speaking to the diocesan convention of 1876, soon after the death
of Dr. Patterson:

"The Rev. Andrew Bell Paterson,D.D.,was the senior presbyter of this diocese.
He came to Minnesota in the full vigor of his manhood twenty years ago and became the
first rector of St. Paul's Church, St. Paul. He was a ripe scholar, a devout thinker,
and a loyal son of the Church and to pastoral fidelity he joined an ardent devotion
to the cause of missions."

Dr. Paterson died in 1875 and was succeeded by the Rev. Elisha S. Thomas,D.D.,S.T.D.,
the first rector of St. Paul's to become a bishop.

From the Vestry minutes for September 9, 18844

ngt. Paul's Church has become an influential factor in the maintenance of morality
and sound Catholic doctrine and all conservative material that appertains to the
Protestant Episcopal Church under the leadership of Dr. Thomas."

From the commemorative sermon delivered by Dr. Thomas, then rector of St. Paul's,
on the occasion of the parish's 25th anniversary, 1882:

"We meet together this morning to celebrate the 25th anniversary of St. Paul's
Church. We come to "ask of the days that are passed". Unfortunately the records
of St. Paul's Parish prior to 1874 have been lost. For the facts therefore we have
been obliged to depend very largely upon the failing memories of those few survivors
who took part in the organization of the parish, and the building up of the temple
in which we are gathered this day for holy worship."

From a tribute to Dr. Thomas, yoted by the Vestry, on the occasion of his death
in 1895:
wUnder his wise leadership our parish not only attained a
high point of advancement in all matters relative to its
spiritual and material interests, but in response to his
persuasive appeals, it also became conspicuous for large
gifts to the educational institutions of the diocese of
Minnesota at the most critical period in their history.
"In every aspect of his work as rector he was found
faithful. He was a kind and sympathetic pastor, an




eloquent and instructive preacher, a wise and
thoughtful administrator, a tried and trusted
friend, a vigilant watcher over the souls of
those committed to his spiritual keeping, as
one who was fully conscious of the grave res-
ponsibilities of the priestly calling. To his
sorrowing family we tender the assurance that
our hearts beat in responsive sympathy with
theirs in this trying hour of bereavement. May
we so follow him, even as he followed Christ."

"Grant him, O Lord, eternal rest, and light
perpetual shine upon him."

In 1885, the church was completely repaired,with Dr. Thomas as rector. A new roof
was placed on, and the walls painted. The ceiling was panelled with sides of a

solid gray. Windows were decorated with priscine scrolls. The colors of the chancel
were an olive green, dark red, and bronze. Around the chapel were medallions of gold
leaf bearing the emblems of Christ and the Apostles. Over the chancel arch was the
inscription: "Trust ye in the Lord forever, for the Lord Jehovah is everlasting
strength." The floor of the sanctuary was laid in tiles, the altar raised a third
step,with the steps thereto tiled in mosaic. A new memorial credence table had

been placed on the south side of the altar and a brass altar rail in its proper
position. A new carpet in dark blue and old gold covered the sanctuary, given by

the young ladies of the parish. Other parishioners contributed memorial windows,
colored altar cloths, and the 'proper vestments". A new “corona" illumined the
sanctuary. Then, when the church was re-opened, the rector preached on the subject,
"Ritualism and Its Proper Limitations."

From the Minnesota Record, the diocesan monthly publication, February, 1887:

"The election of the Rev. E. S. Thomas of St. Paul's church as coadjutor-bishop
of Kansas is a blow we fear to our own diocese. He has not only brought his parish
from 134 to 606 communicants, which makes it the largest parish west of Chicago but
he has been the means of causing it to outstrip all our parishes in giving to out-
side charities-diocesan and otherwise."

On May &4, 1887, the Rev. E. S. Thomas was consecrated bishop-coadjutor of Kansas by
Bishop Whipple, assisted by Bishops Vail of Kansas, Tuttle of Missouri, Spaulding
of Colorado, Brown of Fond du Lac, Knickerbacker of Indiana, coadjutor Gilbert of
Minnesota. The press notice gives a clear picture of the event:

"St. Paul's Episcopal Church was taxed to its utmost yesterday morning to
accommodate those who desired to witness the solemn ceremonies attendant upon the
consecration of the Rector of the Church, the Rev. E. S. Thomas,as assistant bishop
of Kansas...The ceremonies to be performed constituted the first consecration of a
bishop ever celebrated in Minnesota...members of the Divinity school in their garb
of sober black, presbyters in their white surplices and swinging stoles, bishops in
their flowing gowns of white and black with here and there a touch of crimson - it
was indeed, a fair churchly scene to look upon...The customary form of morning liturgy
was observed with such changes as are incident to the consecration of this character...
Bishop Whipple...the aged prelate,delivered a powerful address...The Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper was the concluding event in this most interesting occasion...In the
evening an informal reception was given by Mrs. W.R. Merriam at her beautiful home
No. 27 University Avenue...From 8 until 10 p.m...."




From the Minnesota Missionary, 15 years later, in 1902:

"St. Paul's Church had reached the zenith of its material prosperity during the
Rectorate of Dr. Thomas. Most of the monied families of the city were on its
communicant list. So great was the aggregate wealth that report credits Dr. Thomas
during his incumbency of twelve yesars of having raised over $400,000 which was largely
devoted to Diocesan institutions. At this tims 'lower town' was the select residential
portion of the city..."

In 1887 began the long=st zactoxrship, so far, in the histozry of the parish, when the
Rev. John Wright accepted the call to St. Psul's Church.

From an account of his rectorship which Dr. Wzight wrete in 1911 for the Rev. William C.
Pope's book, The Church in St. Paul:

" The 24 years of my ==ctcrship in St. Paul havz bezsn marked
by great changes in Chuzch and City. Whea I camz hzare the
location adjacent tc St. Paul's Church was the court end of
the town. Wocdwardi sverue and it3 vicinity were peopled by
the Wilders, Merriams, Hales, Sibleys, and other leading pio-
neer citizens. The up-town trend has swzpt away mest of the
old landmarks, and railways ani busina2ss houses arz invading
these old residential quarters. Gx=2at changss hava also taken
place in the leadership of the parishes. 1 have lived during
the ministrations of three Bishop:z of the Diocese, and the
Rectors of Minneapolis have died or removed to other fields.
The same is true of St. Paul., During the same time the
churches of St. John the Evangelist, St. Peter, St. Philip,
St. Clement, St. Sigfrid, and the Messish have bean erected.
There have besn also many changes and improvements, especially
in the services. For long years the singing was done by the
old time quartette or chorus choir of men and woman. Before
I left my parish in Boston, I made it a condition that in
accepting the rectorship of St. Paul's Church, the Vestry
were to consent to the introduction of a vested choir of men
and boys. This was a wize condition, for when the formation
of the choir began, the people of the parish were so wedded
to the old time choir, that they were reluctant and skeptical
about the change. The Second Sunday in Advent, 1887, that
saw the introduction cf the vested choir, was an eventful
day, and prejudice and opposition passed into appreciation
and enthusiasm. The well trained choir of sixty voices for
years placed St. Paul's Church in the froat ranks of churchly,
cathedral music. The vested choir movement was so widespread,
that now there is scarcely a parish throughout the diocese with-
out its band of surpliced men and boys. During my time there
has likewise been a decided adwvance in ritual observance. These
advances have not been in the nature of innovations, but of
restorations. St. Paul's parish has taken up these primitive
restorations with eagerness, and found from them a decided
spiritual uplift. Not only wers the generally accepted points
of ritual observed, but also the resexvation of the Blessed
Sacrament and the ceremonial use of incense. Without doubt




St. Paul's Church has exerted a wide influence over
the parishes of the city by its strong loyalty to
primitive ritual institutions."

From a report on the Vested Choir, in 1889, two.years after its founding:

"Without some little compensation for their services it is found practically im-
possible to procure and retain a purely voluntary attendance and that degree of attention
and discipline which is necessary for success in the face of the fact that a neighboring
parish in the city is paying its choir boys a regular monthly stipend... while the
church societies and individual members make it a particular point in that parish to do
much towards encouragement of the lads in a social way..."

From Fr.Pbdpe's book, The Church in St. Paul:

" On the afternoon of Whit Sunday, 1896, a congrega-
tion of Swedes completely filled St. Paul's Church.
Dr. 0.A. Toffteen, then Rector of St. Ansgarius
Church, Minneapolis, conducted the service, and from
that service sprang the present work in St. Paul.

It was decided to organize a Swedish mission, St.
Sigfrid's, in connection with the Protestant Episco-
pal Church, and Bishop M.N. Gilbert, than whom the
Swedish work had no truer friend, gave the mission
the right to use the rites, liturgy and worship of
the Church of Sweden."

A St. Paul paper in the '90's:

"Illinois University confers degree of Doctor of Laws..

"The degree was conferred on Dr. Wright in recognition of his standing as a
theologian, author, and Egyptologist."™
From a St. Paul paper in 1902:

"On Sunday, Dec. 23,(1902) ,the church will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary.
Bishop Edsall will preach the anniversary sermon and Dr. Wright will give a historical
sermon. There will also be a memorial service for the departed members of the parish.
A cantata by the vested choir will be given on some Sunday in December."

St. Paul Dispatch, August, 1906:

"Announcement was made at the monthly meeting of the Church Home for Aged
Persons held yesterday afternoon that Joseph Elsinger had donated to the institution
ample grounds on Langford Avenue, east of the State Fair grounds, upon which will be
erected a new home... subscriptions may be sent to Dr. John Wright, rector of St.
(Paul's) Church.

""There are 20 lnmates taken care of at the present home, located at 587 Fuller St.
and at least that many are turned away each week because of the lack of room. While
the institution is maintained under the auspices of the Episcopalian church, it is
open to applicants of any creed or color....

""The Home for Aged Persons is the only (such) institution under Protestant
auspices in Minnesota, and any living within the state are eligible to admission...

"The work started in St. Paul 13 years ago under the auspices of St. Paul's
Church..." :




Celebrating his 20th anniversary as rectoxr, Dr. Wright reported as follows to the
Vestry in 1907:

"puring the 20 years there have been 983 baptisms, 539 persons confirmed, 216
marriages and 253 funerals. To the communicant roll have been added 689 names... but
the losses from death, removal from the city, and transfers to other parishes have
been so numerous that an homest count leaves us today with but 200 communicants.
During these twenty years this parish has stood for an ornate, musical and devotion-
al Service at once reverent, stately, and impressive. It has introduced and maintains
the high Celebration of Holy Communion every Sunday...It has added...no less than
70 memorials of the daad-these have chiefly enriched the altar. A generous bequest...
will in time give the Church a beautiful and stately reredos. If St. Paul's remains
where it is, however, it must face utter extinction."

A St. Paul newspaper, sometime in 1911:

"Site cf Church to Become Coal Yard"

"Without a dissenting vota the congregation of St. Paul's Episcopal church, at a
special meeting last evening, confirmed the decision of the vestry of the parish to
sell the church property for $60,000 to the Pittsburgh Coal Company, which will
utilize the laznd for a coal yard...

"The new St. Paul's Church will be built at the southwest corner of Summit and
Saratoga Avenues. The new church will follow the gothic style of architecture of
the present building, with improvements added. While the cruciform construction will
be retained, the transepts will be converted into chapels. One chapel will be
dedicated to St. Timothy, the model boy of scripture. The boys of the parish will
work for the finishing of this chapel, and the communion office of the Brotherhood
of St. Andrew will be commemorated there. The narrow and small sanctuary in the
main churzh will be converted into a spacious apsidal chancel, containing a high
altar that can be seen from every seat in the church. All the old memorials will
be retained and seversl new ones have been promised...."

"The contract for the sale of the old church reserves the right to remove all
church furniture and fixtures and so much of the fabric of the church as may be deemed
fit for use in the rew church."

"The congregation realized the significance of an action which will close the
downtown history of a church dating from 1857, and intimately associated with the
history of the city. St. Paul's was one of the most prominent churches in the city
before the residential movement to the Hill began. Among the prominent families
who attended and supported the church were the Sibleys, Merriams, Hales, Wilders,
Gordon's,Hamiltons, Breeds and Rices."

From a St. Paul paper, August 27, 1912:

'"Lay Corner Stone of New St. Paul's

"Impressive Services mark ceremonies at Edifice on Summit Avenue

""Clergymen, Mayor Keller, and Prominent Layman Make Addresses..

"An impressive Episcopal Service, with incense and the full choir with vestments,
was celebrated on a platform raised about the derrick which held the (corner) stone
suspended, while a large crowd of parishioners of St. Paul's and other Episcopal
churches, augmented by the Sunday crowd from Summit Avenue, stood beneath the half-
overcast Indian Summer sky....

"In the cornerstone were placed the history of the church,... pictures of the
three pastors,...together with two books by Dr. Wright, "Early Prayer Books of
America'" and "Some Notable (Altars)', and a book by Rev. William C. Pope, "The




Church of St. Paul."

"Rev. W. S. Honsard of Christ Church made the only reference to the trouble which
has recently divided St. Paul's Church after the resignation of Assistant Rector '
Armstrong. He compared the church to the life of St. Paul the apostle...The church,
he said, also had survived such perils and was entering upon a new field of successful
activity.

"Rev. L.R.S. Ferguson's address was upon the responsibility of men to the church...

"He said that men sent their wives and families to church, paid the church's bills,
and supposed that was sufficient without the necessity of attending themselves...

"The laying of the cornerstone, he thought, came at the opening of a new era for
useful church service, with the church not for the classes, but for the masses.

"Rev. William C. Pope, pastor of the (Church) of the Good Shepherd and one of the
oldest pastors in the city in point of service, propounded the meaning of the Eucharist
and his belief that it was the real religion.

"In the last two years the church has been disturbed by dissension among the
parishioners,partly on account of the proposed move to the Hill from lewer towa. Over
a year and a half ago many women left the church as a result of this dissension...

Dr. Wright believes, however, that he will find many new friends in the new district,
and he is optimistic for the future prosperity of the church."

In 1914, Dr. Wright described the new Church for a magazine article as follows:

"Mr., Masqueray has given us a splendid example of English Gothic. The church is
cruciform in shape but the transepts, as being undesirable both for seeing and hearing,
are omitted and chapels substituted. The one on the Gospel side is St. Mary's chapel
where the early celebrations of the Holy Communion are observed, and on the Epistle
side is St. Timothy's chapel, designed for the religious services of the youth of
the Parish. A marked feature...is the ambulatory...which contributes to the conve-
nience and reverence of those who worship. Approach can be made to the...rail
through the middle aisle and return can be made through the ambulatory without turning
the back on the altar. Notwithstanding the high ceilings and many arches the acoustic
properties are perfect. The cost of the new Church was $85,000. Under the direction
of Mr. Charles W. Gordon an organ to cost $5,000 will ere long be in place. Mrs. Hale,
one of the oldest communicants...has given a rood beam crowned with a Calvary scene
executed in oak. 1t is expected that in the near future a chime of bells, a mortuary
chapel, a Parish house, a rectory, and a memorial high altar will be given."

From the 1941 history of the parish written by the Rev. Philip L. Shutt:

Dr. Wright had been living with a private family, who, if gossip can be trusted,
were thought to have taken his remaining funds and practically abandoning interest
in the old priest. It is said that during his last days he shuffled about on his
errands wearing unkept clothes, and that he failed rapidly both mentally and physically.
Whether he mistrusted his death was imminent cannot be known jbut in December 1919 he
requested to be buried under the Church. On January 14, 1920 the Vestry considered
the request, but rather ungraciously stated, "providing no expense evolves upon the
Parish." But in February this action was reconsidered and laid over 'for March
business. 1In March the Vestry resolved that '"the remains of the Rev. John Wright
be placed in the Sanctuary adjacent to the stall occupied by him...that the place
of internment be marked by a small bronze tablet in the floor, and that a suitable
tablet be also placed on the occupied stall as a memorial." Dr. Wright died April 25,
1920 ,and his request was realized. "




Because he felt the ground was sacred, Dr. Wright did not permit a basement to be dug
under the new church so it was set on concrete pilings. It was & question of a smaller
church and a foundation, or a larger church and no foundation, and he favored the

larger church.

A minute of the Vestry, 1914:

"It has taken precisely four years - to remove the barriers, civic, parochial and
diocesan in the path cf (restoring St. Paul's parish).

"To cur venerable rector belongs the distinction elsewhere unknown in the annals of
the American church, of one who, having passed the advanced age of seventy-five years,
has successfully headed the movement for relocating a dying parish within new
boundaries and erecting thereon a new Church...noble and beautiful.

"0f the more than fifty memorials...nearly all were given upon the suggestion
and under the guidance of our Rector...

"The crowning work of our rector has been as a restorer of ancient customs pertaining
to the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. This has been made a chief Service on each
Lord's day with all the acccmpaniments of a dignified, reverent, and ancient and
uplifting ceremornial... Here the altar is the place of honor...

"Not only in matters parochial has our rector glyays had vision and initiative... he was
founder of the St. Faul Church Extension Society...of the Church Home for Aged Persons...
and ° had an international reputation for scholarship and learning..."

1887 - 1892
ANNIVERSARY HYMN
Written by a member of the Parish for the Fifth Anniversary of the Rector, Rev. John
Wright, D.D. St. Paul's Church, St. Paul, Minn, Sunday, August 7th, 1892.

CHURCH OF GOD: THY VINE-CLAD WALLS THINK OF ALL THE SAINTED DEAD
BEAR A HISTORY WELL KNOWN; WHO THESE SACRED AISLES HAVE TROD,
HIEROGLYPHS OF MEMORY DEAR GONE TO PACE THE GOLDEN STREETS
DEEPLY CUT IN EVERY STONE. OF THE PARADISE OF GOD,

MANY AT THY SACRED FONT THEY ARE WITH US AT THIS FEAST,
FIRST HAVE CLAIMED A CHRISTIAN NAME, KNEELING BY OUR SIDES TO PRAY,

NAMY HERE THAT RITE RECEIVED CHANTING WITH THE CHOIR AGAIN,
WHICH THROUGH CHRIST'S APOSTLES CAME, BIDDING US BE GLAD TO-DAY,

MANY FOND AND HAPPY HEARTS AS THE PAST COMES CROWDING BACK,
HERE HAVE PLIGHTED MARRTAGE VOW, BEARING PALMS OF CHRISTIAN WILL,

BRING THE MEMORY OF THAT JOY YE WHO ALL THESE YEARS HAVE TOILED,
TO LIGHT UP THIS ALTAR NOW!: TURN YOUR FACES SUNWARDS STILL!

HERE HAVE BISHOP, DEACON, PRIEST, THERE'S A HARVEST YET TO REAP,
REGISTERED THEIR SERVICE LEAL, MUCH TO DO NOW "IN HIS NAME;"

CONSECRATING TO GOD'S WORK MANY SAINTS THEIR VIGILS KEEP,
HANDS OF IRON, HEARTS OF STEEL. AND THE GOOD WORK SHALL REMAIN,

SHOUT YE CHRISTIANS: TRIUMPH STILL
WAITS THE CHURCH OF GOD TO CROWN.
SING OUR GREAT REDEEMER'S WILL!
AND IN MAJESTY RIDE ON!
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