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THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF WOMEN

and

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1919 to 1

The following quotations selected almost at random from my
comparatively limited sources have been accumulated for my own satis-
factlion: how consistent had I been in my conception of the purpose of
the League of Women Voters; how faithful in interpreting the purpose
to the memberahlp and the public; how aware of the dangers in uncone
scious changes 1in purpose; did I recognize that practices I myself
fostered might lead to unconsclous change of purpose?

By confining the quotations to my own words I have merely refreshed

the memory of my own conception of the League's purpose (though occa-

slonally evidence of members' changing views on the purpose crept in),

Having satlisfied my curiosity I have lost the interest I
once felt in helping with a history of the League of Women Voters.
Yet I am lmpressed anew with the significance of Mrs, Catt's inspired
project for preparing the newly enfranchised women "to pass through
the door that the suffragiste had opened", which becomes more signifi-
cant in view of the unpredicted circumstances under which the new voters
have functloned, circumstances unparalleled in American history. Inevi-
tably Mrs. Catt's etipulation of five years to prepare the new voters
seemed too short a time in view of the inability of the male electorate
to cope with the new conditlons.

One or another of you may sometime wish to make a complete
record of so interesting an experiment., The necessary material can be
found in state and national files and in the Congressional library.

M. M. W,

August 12, 1946




August 10, 1946
December 21, 1919,

(From Minneapolis Journal)

The League of Women Voters ia the most political thing in the
world . . . « « « « « It knows the value of political parties and thus
wants to bring infulunce to bear on the parties. . . . . . . Educating
every woman in the country to be an intelligent voter 18 not a vislonary
1deas « « « « » « « Those people were visionary who came across the ocean
to found a government on a new and untried theory. Now that 1t has been
found that the experiment has not been wholly successful women have a
wonderful opportunity to make this visionary idea practical. To make the
people fit to govern themselves 1s the job ahead., It is planned to have

a citizenship class in every precinct in the city.

1920, (Addressed to ten Minneapolis Papers)

When her attention was called to the criticism of the League of
Women Voters by the Republican Louden Committee for President at the
Louden lunch, Miss Marguerite Wells sald, "Mr, Shultz 1s reported to
have said that he opposed the League of Women Voters on the grounds that
it savors of a third party, a party based on sex. The League of Women
Voters 18 not a third party and has none of the features of a third
Part¥e « ¢« o« « « « o« It 18 an organization of women simply because the
new voters happen to be women and for no other reason. It 1s a temporary
organization designed to help the new voters at thelr entrance into
political life, It will probably cease to exist as soon as the new

voters become old voters."

June 26, 1920,
(Letter to €ditor of the Tribune)

The Tribune has recently commented editorially upon certaln




eriticlsme of the League of Women Voters made by Mrs, Medill McoCormick
before the Minneapolis Republican Women's Club, The comments betray a
certain misconception of the League of Women Voters which, in view of
its consistently friendly attitude, I am confident its editor will be
glad to have removed., Mrs. MeCormick is reported to have attacked the
League upon two scores.

“The League of Women Voters," she 1s quoted as saying, "is
the most outstanding impediment to the proper organization of women
along party lines." If a certaln possible interpretation is put upon
Mrs. MeCormick's words, there will be many friends of the League of Women
Voters to agree with her. If "a proper organization of women along
party lines" involves converting them into party hacks, bound to follow
the dictater of selfish groups of politicians temporarily in power, play-
ing a politliecal game regardless of the desires of the people, and doing
all this in the name of party loyalty, then it is undoubtedly true that
the League of Women Voters is a stumbling block; for while the slogan of
the League 1s "get lnto the parties,” and the fact is never overlooked in

‘1% political teaching that government in our country is by parties, 1t

is also a part of the League's teaching that a politiecal party, to endure,
must be based upon certain definite principles and a determination to find
a practlcal application of them, and that 1t 1s in devotion to these prine
ciples, and not in blind obedience to a group of selfish or misquided
peliticlans, seeking temporary success for their party, that real party
loyalty conslsts.

The political education of the League of Women Voters teaches
women to think for themselves and to act upon the dictates of their own
intelligence and consclience, not blindly upon orders from those who olaim
an occult knowledge of a certaln black art which 1s knowingly called
“the political game".

Hundreds and thousands of men today are in despalr over




the meaninglessness, the cynical absence of ideals, the brazen manipula-
tion in this same "political game", What the new voters have to con-
tribute to the situation isprecisely their fresh courage and unworn
determination to find a way out of the political dilemma over which good
men are shaking their heads in despalr. . . .« « ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o &

Finally, the League of Women Voters is an organization compesed
only of women for the simple reason that the new voters hapnen to be
women, It might as well be called the League of New Voters and nothing
is more to be desired than that it may eventually be simply the League
of Voters, composed of both men and women, -- Marguerite M. Wells,

President Minnesota League of Women Voters.

March 12, 1920,

(Excerpts from the Journal)

Miss Magyerite Wells denounced the charge that the League
1s a third party. She sald that the League has no candidates, neither
does 1t endorse any candidates. Therefore, it is not a parfly. « & & 4
e « o« It 18 of no use to be a ladies' auxiliary to a party. We must
get into the committees that plan the primaries, that choose the can-
didates and that wrlite the platforms, . . . . . . « We are not yet
used to the habit of using public means for private ends; we are
likely to think of public ends first. As Democratic and Republican
women you should work shoulder to shoulder getting programs of work
first, then go out and work the best you can to make your party beat
the other to it to do the things you want. One reason for belng in
a party 1s to get the things you want. We do not want to get into the
parties for the fun of it. We want to go into the parties because we
want to make the thinking patriotic people a part of them. She

quoted Mrs, Catt as asking "Ha®e we worked sixty years at a dlsadvantage




outside the political perties that now when we might be inside we keep
out? The only way to get things in this country is to get them on the

ingide of a political party'.

March 16, 1920.

Preceding her report Miss Marguerite Wells, second vice-presi-

dent of the Minnesota League of Women Voters explained the presidential
election and outlined platforms adopted by the National League of Women
Voters togethef with work which the League proposed to do. "Voting 1is
the patriotism of peace time," Miss Wells said, "and the work of the
Minnesota League wlll be an organized effort to educate the four hundred
and fifty thousand women eligible to go to the polls to use their ballots
intelligently."

November 3, 1920,

(From a Minneapolis paper)

"Participating fully in a general election for the first time
in the history of the Republic, American women wholly have vindicated
those who have worked and fought to gain them admission to the political
sphere. . « « «+ « « " These are the deductions of Migs Marguerite M,
Wells after she had worked as an election jJudge in the fourteenth
district of the fourth ward Tuesday, following months of effort in
winning suffrage for women and helping them put it into effect. "I
believe®, she said, "that the great amount of educational propaganda
put out during the campaign to guide the newly enfranchlsed women has
been strongly reflected among the men voters too. One of the flne
things about the suffrage 1s that the gain of the women is no one's

loss. The great need now is for women voters to make their moral
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power felt while they are still & new force. If women fall into the
same erroras of method or purpose that parts of the male electorate and
election machinery have fallen into, an opportunity will be gone. Some
of the most remarksble facts of the whole suffrage struggle and victory
has been that the League of Women Voters set itself to the job of
educating American women in the use of the ballot at a time when the
nineteenth amendment had not yet been passed by Congress. We believe
that an organization as foresighted as that will continue to play a
capable part in directing the women not .in what to wote for but in how

to understand and use the machinery of elections and politions."

1921, THE SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS.

« + « » Underlying the business of the convention there was a

healthy spirit of inquiry to this effect: How is the League of Women

Voters working? In a way we may be sald to haveé taken the League to

pieces there in Cleveland and so we felt better gatisfied when a2t the
end we put 1t together again much as 1t had been before,

A year ago the League was only a project. We were not even
enfranchised., Within the year has come enfranchisement, the great
nominating conventions, presidential election, numberless local elec-
tions, an almost continuous session of Congress, many sessions of state
legislatures. These are the stuff upon which the League has tried 1ts
strength. What has been proved?

Not the least of its alms has been to mske the new voter
effective in parties and in politics. If only we might have had a year
of preparation between enfranchisement and the presidential election!

But this was not to be, and the new voter became the pawn of the politlclan
just in the moment when stakes were highest and political 1life least sane.

S0 it came a2bout that hundreds of women whose own 1deals are like ours
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were misled into misunderstanding the purposes of the League. But

thousands have understood and many, who had originally stood aloof, are
now joining in., The second annual convention was not a convention of
women outside of parties. It was a convention of women of all parties,
It was not a convention of party women each one striving after an advan-
tage for her own party, but a convention fo women who realized that all
salnts are not in one party and all sinners in the other, and who
believe that Bhe serves her party best who comes into it independent

in thought, free in conscience and judgment.

This means that one test we have successfully met. . « « + « o« &

So we concluded that our legislative program is essentlial but
that our education should go hand in hand with leglslation. . .

Certainly it is to our forefathers that we in America owe the
setting wp of that great experiment, government by the people, and with 1t
the axiom that no people can be self-governing who are not educated, Men
gave us those ideals but men have not been able to realize them. In
America we have not educated our people, and we have not in any adequate
gsense a democracy. Is it not conceivable that women's contributlion to

politicel life will be that of realizing the ideals upon which our country

is founded but which can never be realized until people, with that 1néight

and patience characteristic of women, go painstakingly about to work them
out through education?. . . . . ..

Thus we came out as we went in deciding that the corner stones
of our organization now, after our year's experience, are the very
corner stones on which we bullt our project -- making the new voter
effective in politics; promoting good legislation; and education.

It was with renewed hope and faith that our convention closed.
Obviously our officers and our national president were cheered and
strengthened by the earnestness, enthusiasm and i1dealism of the delegates

to the convention. But .it was not the delegates there at Cleveland that
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madie the convention, 1t was the hundreds of women back home 1n every one
of the 48 states who deserved to be there and who, we knew, were even
then working at home on our common task.
If the note of our first convention at Chicago was that of
faith in our purpose and ideals, the note of thls one in Cleveland was

th*t Of faith ll’l Baoh Othero e s & » @

1921,
(From the Woman Citizen).

"You know how this new plan, this League of Women Voters, has
been applauded all over the country as a plece of practical politice, but
you know too, do }ou not; how it has been opposed. It has been opposed,
and 18 being oprosed by the professional politiclans who are determined
to keep thelr power and have some reason to belleve thht.they may aqocaed,
fighting desperately as they are doing to induct women into the partlies
in blind obedience to the powers that be and in complete surrender to
the system that they find. To do this they ralse the cry of party loyalty
and party regularity, by which they mean machine loyalty and machine
regulaerity snd they are rallying about them deluded women, some of them
resl victims to the hypnotism of the rallying ory, others dazzled by
illusory power and position. The machine politiclanes are determined
that the new voters when they come into the parties shall subject them-
gelves to authBpity and surrender of consclence and judgment. The League

of Women Voters is determined that women shall go into the parties free

in conscience and judgment and there you have a confliot it is uselegs

to ignore,"

1921, ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF ST, LOWIS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (Missourl)

Mizs Wells defined the League of Women Voters as an organlzation

to which women of all perties could come to gain ideals and inepiratlon.
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"It is natural for people to differ on public questions
and Bhereby drift into parties,” che sald, "but these parties must not
have as thelr platforms merely series of maneuvers agailnat other
partien,

“The American woman came into publiec life last year in a
fevered season, but already she has recovered enough to realize the
part this new electorate may make in bringing about needed governmental
changes. If the league has been in any degree unsuccessful, it hae

been because women have not understood its purpose,"”

1922,
(From the Minneapollis Tribune,)

« +» "Do we believe that America: hsa so pacifiec a purpose that the
United States is in no danger at all of militarism, or
"Do we believe the philosophy that war shall always remain,
that it is an important part of ecivilizetion?

*If we belleve either of these things we are living in a

fool's paradlee," warned Mige Marguerite Vellg:yesterday at the pcst-

convention luncheen: of the League of Women Voters at the Radimson
Hotel, where several bvndred were assembled %to hear reports on the
Baltimore meeting. «.c ¢« o« o « o

"Men and women rallied to the clarion ory of & new world
without ®ar. The Wachington conference was a step in the right direce
tion. But those volcee that sounded that call are silent now and volces
that were ellent then are heard now." . . « « « « ¢ « o « &

"There 1s not one in this room so young that she will ses the
actual abolishment of war, but there is no one in this room so old that
she cannot determine to help with all the resources at her command to
accomplish this greatest of all steps in human progress, the establigh-

ment of peace between nationa. We must have the courage to aspeak as
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loudly when we are in a minority as we wonld in the majority.
"The responsibility rests on this generation to find a way

to do away with war."

1922, MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ANNUAL CONVEKTION, (Fourth)

(From the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune.)

"I belleve you know the League of Women Voters represents an
earnest and practical effort to increase intelligent participation in
politica,"” Migs Wells sald in her letter of invitation to the senatorial
and gubernatorial candidates to address the mass meeting. "There 1is
nothing that we have done to this end more successfully in galning the
interest of men and women in government and in increasing a thoughtful
vote than these meetings 2t which candidates of all parties are glven
the opportunity to present their own point of view, their platform or
their political oreed to a serious and responsible audience,

"On the evening of October 5," the letter continues, "will be
held the first evening sesslon of our annual state convention at which
will be present not only delegates from all parts of the state but a
large general Minneapolis and St. Paul public. We are inviting all
candidates for United States Senate and for governor to address us at
this time, Your acceptance of the invitation will help us present to
an interested audience in a vital way those important issues upon which
men and women are soon to be called to express thelr opinions at the
polls."

The call to the conventlon as sent out by Miss Wells reads:

"Hear the call for the fourth annual convention of the Minnesota League
of Women Voters, to be held October 5, 6 and 7 at the St. Paul Hotel,
St. Paul, This convention will be the rallying point to which members
will come to renew their faith in the good that may be accomplished for

state and nation by an organization such as ours, dedicated to good
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cltizenship, unceasingly at worl, without selfish ends to serve and with
no thought of personal reward. It i1s called early in the fall so that
the high purposes to be there strengthened and the wisdom that will uomﬁ
from conference and counsel may be carried by the women out into thelr
parties during the coming campaign and eleetions.

"At the sessions of this convention we shall lay plans for
our own election-time campaign -- that the percentage of qualified voters
actually casting their pallots at the polls this year shall be greater
than has ever been recorded in our state. We shall declde what
measures in behalf of human welfare we sghall ask of this next legislature,
advised by our committee who, in the interim between leglslative sessions,
have never ceased thelr consideration of this subject. We shall take
under advisement types of legislation other than sceial, having in mind
that upon women, as yet less preoccupied than men with special and group
interests, lies a responsibility for that sort of leglslation in the
interest of better government that being everybody's business is too often
nobody's bueiness -~ the direct primary, budget making, short ballot. We
shall affirm our belief that the time has come, and that upon us the
responsibility is placed, to help find a way b’ international cooperation
to prevent wars, and we shall lay careful plans to this end,

"We shall take into account also that peace, like war, has
its sinews. New plans will be presented for organization and finance.
An eleotlon will be held for firet vice president, secretary, treasurer,
three directors and vice presidents for the First, Third, Fifth, Seventh
and Ninth districts.

"For inspiration, for renewing falth and courage, for strengthen-

ing purposed, for mutual help in finding ways to accomplish the tasks
we have undertaken, members of the league are cclled to this convention.

Hear the call and heed 1it!"




March 1, 19219,

(From The Woman Voter)

WHY A LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS IN EVERY COMMUNITY

In every town in Mlnnesota, big or little, there are women
who have long been devoted to the public welfare., These women have
striven by every means at thelr command to improve soclal conditlonsa,
But they have been obliged to work indirectly. Without a vote, thelr
influence upon government officiale and administration for better laws
and better law enforcement has been indirect and often slight. . . . .
The indirect methods of former days need no longer suffice
eager and publice-spirited women. A new method needing only to be bettter
‘understood is at hand. Where are women to look for help in studying

and uaihg this new method of the franchise? Obviously to that organiza-

tion that was created at the time of enfranchisement, founded upon the
fact of the vote, whose sole purpose is to help the new voter %o become
effective for better government and whose entire equipment 1s designed
to give her that help. Such an orgafization is the League of VWomen

?Ot&rﬂ. - - - L] L]




1923,

(From the Minneapolis Journal.)

Miss Marguerite Wells, Minnesota chairman, answered the charge

made by Mrs. Emily Newell Blair, vice chairmaen of the National Democratic
committees that the league did not urge women strongly enough to get into
the parties.

"If the league women do not work enough in the parties 1t 1s
a defect that time will eradicate," she sald, "The 1deal way 1s for women
to be both in the beague and working in the parties. The organization
will never accomplish its aims until all league women are party women and

all party women league members."

1928,

(From the Minneapolis Journal,)

*Tomorrow should be set apart by every man and woman in the
state of Minnesota as a day when no other duty and no pleasure ghould
be allowed to interfere with the fulfillment of a patriotic obligation
and the going to the polls to register a well considered decision.,”

That is the message broadcast to the women of Minnesota by
Miss Marguerite M, Wells, president of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters,

"On July 16 Minnesota will, for the second time since the war,
choose a United States senator," Mies Wells said in her appeal hy radlo.
"For the sccond time in their lives, Minnesota women will take part 1n
such an election. The man whom their vote may help send to the genate
will have many and great questions submitted %o his conslderation in
the coritical days before us.

"It will be strange if this congress is not called upon to
decide questions involving the position that the United States ghall

assume among the nations of the world. It is the senate, not the
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house of representatives, that decides questlions of forelign policy.

"At a time when so many countries are looking to their law-
making chambers in mattere of life or death, disaster or salvation, ruiln
or reconstruction, it 1s perhaps rash to say that upon any certain one
of these the gravest burden of responsibilities lies. Certainly upon
that of great, rich, powerful America rests no slight responsibility for
wise and beneficent legislation. We revere the founders of the govern-
ment of our country. Secarcely a man, woman or child in America who
cannot tell stores of the wise and courageous statesmen of those days
to whom we owe the place we have taken in the world in the past. Upon
the men in the United States senate in this time of reconstruction after
the World War rests the responsibility for the part our country shall

take in the future."

1924,
(Interview with Jamestown, North Dakota, Alert.)

"To make American democracy a continmed success, in faet to
save 1t from its powerful enemiea, the citizens of both sexes must use
their votes and use them intelligently.

"Phe League of Women Voters is unpartisan in poliey. Women
have an enormous potential influence that has not yet been falrly
developed. The league has been organized to ald these new voters to
operate as a force for good movement.

"The league is not a woman's party. . . . . .. Every woman is

urged to enroll in the party of her choloe." . . . . . « .« « + « .

ADDRESS GIVEN AT MEETING IN JAMESTOWN, NORTH DAKOTA,

"The two major political parties, "sald the speaker, "show
marked signs of decadence, and as the best results 1n government are to

be had from competitive party management, one aim of the league work is
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to preserve and purify the political parties, and to keep them watchful
for the country's safety. The professional politician has already
abandoned the first 1dea that the womens wote would be of no special
importance, and that 1t would follow exactly the voting of the men.,
The present party syestem has lost much of i%s original influence, and
purpose, and has retrograded into a flerce conteat for the material
things, the rewards of politiczl guccess in the matter of power and
pecunlary advantage; forgettling the prineiples of government
and the traditions, rights and liberties upon which our government was

founded, and which have called the parties into existence.” . . . . . .

(From four annual speeches in League of Women Voteras Conventions, 1920
to 1924).

e« « « o« « » At the time of the enfranchlisement of women,
the American people were Just belng quite specifically told that only
about fifty per cent of the enfranchised voters had been in the habit
of going to the polls. While women were still working for the suffrage,
they were sometimes told by friendly men, for whose opinion they had
great respect, and whose political purposes they knew to be patriotic
and public spirited, that the suffrage, if 1t could be obtailned, would
not give women what they wanted, The vote, these men sometimes sald, was

useless to them, With it they were not sble to gffect what they wished.

They probably never gueéaed how shocking these words sounded in the ears

of women who knew that the vote in a democratlec country should be prized
above every other privilege. Such confessions explained, however, to a
certaln extent at least the reasons for the fifty per cent absenteeism
at the polls. At the time of the first presidential election after the
enfranchisement of women, a certaln cartoon appeared in the newspapers,
It showed a restaurant and at the table a customer labelled "Mr, Voter”,

He had Just been handed a menu by the waiter in the guise of "Uncle Sam",
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*incle Sam® was obviously urging "Mr. Voter" %o make a cholce. At the
back of the room a door atood ajar and through the orack could be seen
the chef 1n his white apron and cap, labelled "Party Boss". And "Mr,
Yoter® replies to "Unocle Sam", "What ia the use of my ordering? The
shef out there will send me whatever he wants to, no matter what I order."

Now the professionald politicians have run politics so ably,
they have manned the machine so competently, and they have become so
powarful, that other men, such men as used tc warn women that the vote
would not glve them what they wished, such men as "Mpr, Voter" in the
cartoon, even when, asporadicelly stung to a certaln epirit of reform,
try to make themselves count in public life, find themselves im-
potent, and it is thie baffled impotence that makes them exclalm, as
they used sometimes to exclaim to the "suffragist®, "Why struggle so hard
for the vote? You can get nothing by the vote. We have tried. We can
do nothing. Everything 1s cut and dried. FEverything 1s arranged by the
professional. Your vote won't count." Men, in other words, without
concerted action, casually, individnally, well-meaning, have not been
able tn all these years to break the power of the machine politiclane and
to open up the machine to the people. And women, betfer or worse than
men as they may be thought, more determined, more consclentious, 1f one
can believe then so to be, nevertheless have equally been unable, 1in
those western states where they so long have voted, to bring about the
new state of affairs for which earnest men and women allke are wishing.
It 18 in recognition that long continued hopes and endeavors have not
succeeded and that some new wsy must be found, that the League of Women
Voters has sought to make of enfranchisement the occasfiion of a well-
defined conscious effort to take the parties out of the coutrol of the
bosses and to got them into the control of the people. It 1s an attempt
to orgenize into one big group the new voters of every party in the bellef
that they will find in union, in organization, a sollidarity, a strength,

an ingpiration and a purpose thet will make them more effective in the
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vartous parties of their choice.

What threatens to destroy the parties today are not people
outside of the partlies but the people inside, people whose aims are
power and office, not principle. The Lesgue of Woman Voters was de-
glgned, not to keep women out of parties, but to send them in well
equipped to work there effedtively for the convietions and the 1ldeals
that they hold. It is designed not to destroy parties, but on the con-
trary, to save them in the only way they can be saved, by recrulting
into them more people whose ends will be the ends of the publie and of
the country, not rarty or personal ends.

When there are more people in office for public ends who
reslize that these ends may be served even were they themselves reduced
to the ranks and who think of a party not as an end but am an lnstrument,
then the parties will no longer deserve the strictures of which they
are now the object. It 1lsn't arroguri %o believe that,.given their recent
enfranchisement and their comparative freedom from bed wolitical hablts,
women may be more rapldly recrulted into the parties on these terms than
men. Such at least, is the hope of the Leasgue of Women Voters.

This, too, must be a long struggle. It wlll not be today, nor
tomorrow, nor the day after; that no great a change takes place in the
parties. Meantime, what? And here again the League of Women Voters has
an answer., The answer msy be found in the suggestion of many writers of

political sciense. X% 7ry be found in Bryce himeelf who wrote in hls

last book, "Parties need to be shaken up and/ﬁggolife breathed into

them by the independent thought of individuals or groups.” Or groups!

It is possible that the League of Women Voters mey be one of the groups
to bring upon the parties an influence for better things than they are
disposed to do for themselves. Pending the time that the League of Women

Voters has recruited into the party encugh people who are there for prin-

¢iple not power or office to restore the party to its one-time prestige,
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it i1s perfectly possible that it may remian much an all-partisan group

formulating i1deals and programs, and presenting them to the parties for

acceptance.,

1924, WHEN MACHINE MEETS MACHINE

"Every country has to have someone to run it. If you won't
have a monarchy, or an aristocracy, or an oligarchy for a government,
and if you can't have a democracy, because the people won't act, who
will run your country? Answer: the professional politiclans. They
will run it in their own interests for the jobs it vw. .' gilve them, They
will run it by means of the machine. . . . . . « .

There are machines and machines. The difference between the
machine of the professional politician and the machine of the people 1is
a difference of purpose. The first exists for jobs, the second would
exist for good government. The first endeavors to keep the free and
independent people out, the second endeavors to get the people in. . .

Both seek to get out the vote, the one to geb out the bribed
and pledged vote, the other to get out the free and conscientious vote.
Both have to get out the vote by organization, by belng on the job, by
constant, unremitting toil, by remaining patient and persevering. There
is no black magic about getting out the vote, there ls no royal road to
success in democracy. It is a house-to-house affalr. It is a matter of
canvassing and checking and following up. . . . . « « -«

If it is asked what are the rewards of the volunteers who seek
to get out the free and consclentious vote, 1%t can only be answered that
the sende of having performed apublic service is the only reward they
can expeet. It is self-interest that actuates the politicians machine

and keeps it on the job year in and year out. Only love of country and
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a determination to make a suoccess of government by the people keeps the

volunteer at work. Do you believe that self.interest is the stronger

motive of the two and that before it altrulsm will falter and fall?

You are eternally mistaken. Motives of self-interest are insistent in
this world and they present themselves in throngs, it is true, but the
higher the motive, the stronger it 1s, and those who have caught the call
of patriotism and felt the urge of associating themeelves with great human

enterprises will never fail. . « « « « « &

May 15, 1924, Jamestown Alert

Migs Wells will speak at the annual convention and institute
of the North Dakota League of Women Voters, which opened today, and will
continue through Saturday.

She will urge women to join the political parties, "well
equipped to work there effectively for the convictions and the 1ldeals
which they hold", s8he believes the League of Women Voters is "not
designed to destroy parties, but to save them in the only way they can
be saved -- by reerulting into them more people whose ends will be the

ends of the public and the country, not party or personal ends."

NO‘V- :l- 2 192“’0

(From the Woman Voter, The National League of Women Voters)
AFTFR ELECTION &~ WHAT?

Vhen four years ago suffrage came to a generation of women
fgnorant of polities and entering an electorate that itself fell far
short of an adequate intelligent interest, the League of Women
Votera met the situastion by undertaking wh:t was nothlng more or less
than a permanent campalgn to get out the vote and make that vote intglli-

gent. As the 1924 presidential elections approached, the League redoubled
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its efforta and set a definite goal of 2 twenty-five per cent lncrease 1in
ballots. Other organizations caught the spirit. An unpartisan effort
to get out the vote becaude the order of the day. "Vote, vote as you
please, but vote,! has been the popular cry.

As the drive has gathered speed, wearlied and disillusioned
workers have begun to doubt. "Cul bono?" -- "what's the use?" -- they
have queried, The doubt has come from newspapers, from clergymen, from
discouraged resistration clerks, from perplexed men and women everywhere.
It takes various forms:

"The electorate needs to be better equipped. You drive them
to reglster today; the next year they will have forgotten., People won't
vote without an issue; there are no issues. The candidates in our state
are equally bad; people won't go to the polls to choose amongh them,
Responsibility isn't fixed; my vote will mean nothing. The ballot 1s too
long; busy people can't be informed about so many candidates. The

political machine will defeat the will of the people no matter how they

vote. What's the use of making people vote who aren't intelligent?"

8o the objeetions run. To answer them 1s to answer the
question of the title., It is to tell "what next", It is to say what
the League of Women Voters should be "up and at", early in the morning
of November 5. It is, in a wor, to tell what the purpose and program
of the League of Women Voters really is. A shorter ballot? Yes!
Better election and nomination methods? Yes! Recrulting more people into
the parties to swamp the professional politicians, formulating 1ssues,
gsetting standards, mobilizing public opinion, bringing home to the busy
man and woman that affairs of government make an everyday difference to
them, to their home and children, -- in other words, political education.
These are not matters for a frantic drive Just before election.
They are matters for sustalned effort year in and year out. They are a

matter of research and survey and study. . . « « « « o«




November 29, 1924,

(From the Woman Citizen)

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Four years ago, if women in general were indifferent about

politics, in one direction thelr interest had already been aroused,

Woman's responsibility for welfare in the family long since had led her

to an interest in public welfare, and when public welfare went into govern-
ment, woman's interest followed it there. Even before they were en-
frenchised, women had begun to take an active, if indirect and ineffective,
interest in public welfare measure, B850 i1t is a coincldence probably, but
a very interesting and significant one, that women's enfranchisement
comes in an era when the relation of public welfare to government 1s a
major political question, Somewhat as in the Rooseveltian era, the
relation between business and government was a major politieal question,
The theory upon which our American democracy is founded 1s equality of
opportunity. At first the great foe of equallty of opportunlty was
believed to be government, by men who had had their experience in Europe.
Thus in this country the effort was to leave the individual free of govern-
ment that he might enjoy the natural opportunities tha® were his. Time
has passed. Conditions have changed, A huge and complicated economic,
gocial and industrial system has developed in this country which threatens
to deprive great numbers of people of their equal opportunities, If they
are now to be safequarded in these opportunities, there is only govern-
ment to do '%t, and by the same token that it was a function of our democracy
in the beginning to leave individuals alone in the enjoyment of the
opportunitiea they possessed, 1t is a function of our democracy now to
protect individuals from great forces that threaten to take away from
them opportunities that by rights are theirs. « « « ¢+ ¢« o &« « + ¢ &

M, M. W,




1928,
(From the Springfield Weekly Republican.)
WHAT WOMEN ARE THINKING <. FOUR YEARS OF SUFFRAGE.

Four years ago while most women were ignorant about politics
there were a few who knew all there was to know. These were the women
who had borne the brunt of long struggle to win the vote. Dle-
franchised themselvea, opposed by orgénized politicians everywhere,
these women made of the ideal of suffrage for women, a practlical
political question. And won. In winning they learned the seamy gide
of American political life. They learned what would have made of women
less wise and less balanced, embittered rebels. What has come out of
the experience of these women for the League of Women Voters 1s not a
little group of disgruntled critics, it is the department of efficiency
in government under the wisest of leadershlp -- a leafership which has
intelligently set itself to survey the field and to stake out a program.
In my opinion the department of efficiency in government of the League
of Women Voters is destined to play an important part in all future

political reforms in our country.

Four years ago we believed that there were measures which

women of all parties could join in supporting. Now we Enow 1it. We
know it because of the planks in the party platforms, because of state
and congressional legislation, initliated and supported, not by women of
this or that party, but by women of all parties united in the league.
We know it because the supreme political question of the day transcends
all party lines. Parties cannot honestly differ on the subject of
international cooperation to prevent war unless they break up peesent
party lines and make new ones on that great question alone, The League
has supported every constructive measure that promised to lead to inter-
national cooperation to prevent war, regardless of the party or group
which initiated 1it.

M.M.W.
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1925, THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF SUFFRAGE,

(From The Woman Voter, published by the Minnesota League of Women Voters.)
Miss Wells' public statemeht in celebration of the day was as
follows:
"There are people who profess themselves disappointed with
the results of the extension of suffrage to women. They seem to have
expected some sortiof millennium -- as though women were better or wlser
than men perhaps. I am not of that number. Quits the reverse -- for I
did not realize before suffrage was won how different from men's was the
contribution women might make to American politieal life, nor how great
would be the need of their new and different contribution Just as this
Juncture, In many directions this need i1s now so apparent that women's

enfranchisement at this time may well be considered providential.". . . .

(From the Minneapolis Journal,)
There are people in this country who "view with alarm" the fact

that the enfranchisement of women has increased the emphasis on publie

welfare in government and because the women have shown themselves to be

possessed of the practical ability to unite in support of those measures
in which they have a common interest as women and mothers, Mles
Marguerite Wells, president of the Minnesota League of Women Voters,
said:

"They do not like the things organized women are dolng; they
don't care for their 1lobbying, however resprectable and educational
and helpful it may be; they don't like their over-emphasis on women
and children; they don't like the measures these women have sponsored
and think they are ‘creating innumerable collateral evils, alarmingly
increasing the official elass and unduly and unwisely burdening the

taxpayer.'
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fWyomen voters with their new responsibilities and opportunities
may well give heed to adviece from and sincere source on the underlyling
principles of our American form of government and the fundamentals of
economic theory as well as on the ethies of lobbying. But 1t is hoped
they will not be misled by some admonitions which ignore the faet that
the contribution women are best prepared to make to government, by

nature and by training, 1s in the field of human welfare. The relation

between public welfare and government is and ought to be a major political

issue of the day; the very foundation of our democratlec government is
equality of opportunity and that with the development in thls country of a
highly complicated inéustrial and social system, this equality can be
maintained only by government. It ignores the fact that the very reason
for the existence of our federal government is thst 1t shall procure

to the people those blessings of happiness and welfare for which state
and loeal governments had proved themselves inadequate. In an age when
every selfish and commercial interest 1s organized and centralized Sor
1ts own aggrandizement people who go about deplering the corresponding
organization of altruistic agencies and corresponding centralization of
government to cope with the ensuing conditdons, lay themselves open to
grave susplcions as to their motivee."

Miss Welle declared that the lobbying of the newly enfranchised
women had been, insofar as she knew, in the main not only respectable
but discreet and courteous.

"Women have offered legislators information on subjects which
as yet women know more about than men and they have been able to do so0
without forgetting that 1t 1s the people's representative, nd the
lobbyist, who, in the last resort, is to make the law." . . . . . . .




1925,
(From the Minneapolis Journal.)
To the Editor of the Journal:

Mr. Child has been quarreling with the Woman Voter for stating
that in the United States the people are sovereign and that 1% 1s for
them to bestow their puthority. Mr. Child denles thls., He asserts that
"politically speaking there 1s no people of the Unitéd States." We are
not "a nation of people in the aggregate as some politically uninformed

seem to treat our peoples,” he explains. "The people in a body

can bestow no sovereignty® (sic?).

In this contention Mr. Child contradicts most of the great men
who have spoken for this country in the past and disousses as "politically
uninformed® such authorities as the great Chlef Justice Marshall, Abraham
Lincoln and Daniel Webster., He also leaves unexplained the opening words
of the Constitution, "We the people”. Abraham Lincoln sald, "This country
with 1tes institutions belonge to the people vho inhabit 1t." Danlel
Webster sald, "I hold it (the United States) to be a popular government
erected by the people, . .the people brought 1t into existence, establlished
it. . . The people erected thia government."

Marshall in the famous deeision of MeCulloch va. Maryland sald,
"It has been sald that the pecple had already surrendered all thelr powers
to the state sovereignties and had nothing more to give. But surely the
question whether they may reserve or modify the powers granted to govern-
ment does not remsain to be settled in this country. . . .The government
(the United States) proceeds directly from the people, is ordalned and
establiehed in the name of the people. . . The government of the union
then. . .18 emphatically and truly a governmant of the people. . .It 1is
the goverAment of all, its powers are delegated by all, it represents all
and acts for all."

Mr, Child is fighting a mxmuse cause that was already lost more than a

century ago. = = - « M. M. W,
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1925,
(From the Minneapolls Journal under the srotion entitled "What Other
People Think",)
To the Editor of the Journal:

The Minneapolls Journal has been making certain charges about
the proposed child labor amendment and, incldentally, ebout the Minnesota
League of Women Votérs, that call for catagorieal reply.

"The authors of the amendment are scciaslistioc, . . It is a
soviet measure pure and simple." Journal, December 2,

The Amendment in ite present form is the outcome of months of
conslderation by Congress of 20 to 30 resolutions for such an amendment,
introduced by as many members of House and Senate in the last two sessions

of Congress, and including such well known conservatives as Senator Lodge

of Massachusetts, Senator MeCormick of Illinoie, Senator Shortridige of

Califernia, Mr. Fltzgerald and Mr. Foster of Chio. These various resolu-
tionas were considered for months by subcommiitees of the judicisry committee
of House and Senate, in consultation with representatives from the United
States department of labor, the children's bureau, 16 national women's
organizations such as General Federation of Women's Clubs, Business and
Professional Women's Clubs, Consumers League, Y. W. O, A., Parent and
Teachers Association, Lesgue of Women Voters; in consultation also with
Netional Child Labor Committee, Dr. Worth M, Tippy, representing the
Federal Council of Churches, Father John A. Ryan, professor of theology
in the Cathollie University of America, rapresenting the National Catholie
Welfare Conference, and Samuel L. Gompers, presideant of the Amerlecan Fed-
eration of Labor. Conferences wers also held with Senator Walsh of
Montana and Senator Fepper of Pennsylvania, two members of the Benate who
are outatanding authorities on constitutional law. The opinion of many
other legal authorities was sought, that of Professor Walter W. Cord of

Yale, Dean Henry M, Bates of Michigan, Professor WKXT¥EE Funk of the University
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of Chicago, Dean Pound of Harvard, among others. As a result of all
this consideration and discussion, Senator Pepper drafted the amendment
whieh was passed by Congress and 1s now before the states for ratification.

Such is the soclalist origln of the proposed amendment.

"The soviet of Russla seeks to control the children of the
state. That 1s what the amendment proposes, as The Journal reads 1t and
that is why The Journal classes 1t as a soviet measure," Journal,
December 16,

It should already be apparent that The Journal's oplinion on the
meaning of the amendment 1s not shared by such outstanding conservatives
as Senator Lodge of Massachusetts and Senator Pepper of Pennsylvanla,
nor by such authorities on constitutional law as Pound of Harvard and
Bates of Michigan. It was nét shared either by President Coolldge who
has been an unequivoeal supporter of the amendment, by John W, Davls,

a conservative and leading legal authority, not only candid&te for presi-
dent of the United States but president of the National Bar Agsoceclation,
In such a case the reader must choose between authorities, between The
Journal's opinion unsubstantiated by a single accepted authority on con-
stitutional law, and such opinions as those that have here been mentioned.

"It (The Journal) regrets that the League of Women Voters. . .

. . 18 so determined to carry this amendment without investigation in the

face of 1its recent rejection by the state of Magsachusetts." Journal,

December 16,

The League of Women Voters is not supporting the amendment
without investigation. Representatives of the Lesgue of Women Voters
have been intimately assoclated with every step in the process of deter-
mining the need for the amendment and in adopting the form of amendment
best adapted to meeting that need. They know of thelr own knowledge
that every word in the final form has been subjected to the most search-

ing consideration. They Welieve that no section of the Constitution
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1tself, nor any of its 19 amendments was ever more carefully and in-
telligently considered.

No one who takes the trouble to investigate what happened in
Massachusetts will find there a single resson for abating by a jJob or
a title his support of the amendment., An assoclation organized to
promote the commerclial advantage of 1ts members and financially interested
in the defeat of the amendment and in the use of cheap child labor
carried on there e campalign of almost inecredible nmisrepresentation, The
public of Massachusetts was duped and fooled about the amenduent as
people always can be temporarily deceived by a campal¢n in which a great
deal of money i1s spent tc disseminate false nnd mislesdinz propaganda,

"The Minnesota League of Women Voters quletly pledged practi-
cally all of the members (of the legislature) in advance . . . in favor
without the knowledge of the people that this was goling on and without
any public discussion of the amendment and what is behind it. . . This
18 not the American way of dolng busineas. The American way 1s for
dlescusslion on a gueation as vital as this and the League of Women Voters
was wholly outside of ita right in attempting to pledge the Legislature
befors the members themselves had the slightest knowledge of what the
amendment really proposes.® Journal, Dacember 23.

The amendment passed the House of Congress in April and the
Senate June 2. June 1l the republican national convention commended Cone
gress for passing the amendment. June.28 the national democratic conven-
tion boasted that 1% ocould not have been done without demoeratic votes.
July 4 the convention of the progressive party endorsed the amendment,
Neither these plunks in the national party platforms, nor the passage of
the amendment itself, was unattended by newspaper publicity. The Journal
1tself commented upon the amendment editorially more than once in June

and July. August 4 the Minnesota Leasgue of Women Voters asked candldates

for the legislature in a ques®ionnaire whether or notqaﬁi favored

ratification.
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So much for The Journal'!s charge that the League of Women Voters
quietly pledged legislators in an un-Ameriean way without the knowledge
of the people that this was going on and befor: the members themselves
had the slightest knowledge of what the amendment proposed.

"It 1a for the people of Minnesota to arouse as they have never
aroused and tell the Legislature this unholy thing cannot be done.”
Journal, December 16.

This 1s strong language. It is the sort of language that 1s
apt to be used when important questions are before the people for decision.
It is not unlike the language that was used when the Constit@ition of the
United States was before the people for ratifidation. It was one of
The Journal's spiritual forefathera, a certaln Mr. Treadwell, who sald,
at that time, that the Constitution "is founded in ein and reared up in
iniquity, the foundatlions are laild in a most awful breach of public trust,
and the top stone is the most iniquitous breach of publie falth and I
fear if it goes into operation we shull be qulckly punished with the
total extinetion of our civil liberties.”

But the Constitution did go into operation and Mr. Treadwell's

apiritual heirs =znd deecendants have lived to speak well of 1%. It does

not take a very vivid imagination or a very wide acqualntance with

history to prophecy that to some future Minneapolis Journal in snother
age the anxietles of The Journal of 1924 about the twentieth amendment
to this Constitution will seem as quaint as Mr. Treadwell's fears and

prophecies seem to us today.

December 31, 1924, Marguerite M, Wells
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F.5. This olipping and another of January, 1925, alludé to the battle royal
waged on the Child Labor Amendment between Mr, Child of the Minneapolis
Journal on one side and the League of Women Voters on the other. The
National League's campaign in behalf of the Amendment was outstanding in
its effactiveness, though waged without benefit of the "Study Groups"

of later years,

1925,

(From the Minnesota Woman Voter.)

WHEN FATHER PAYS THE BILLS.

Among the most popular of perennial jokes im one about father
grumbling over the household bills. If this jJoke be founded on fact 1t
is yet true that nine times out of ten father griables not because he
is parsimonious, but because, in the case 6f household bills, he himself
has not experienced the exquisite Joy of making a bargaln, handing out
the price and recelving the purchase. He has merely signed a check, Hls
imagination does not reach %o appreciation of what has been purchased,
much leas to the fact that he himaelf has been a beneflolary.

It 18 even go with the tax power. He grumbles because he
forgets what his taxes buy for him. His imagination also falls here.

He needs to cultivate it for, as there is an 1lnoreasing tendency for

the community to buy more and the individual less, taxes are bound %o
increase, This does not mean that the citizen is getting less for hils
money. He may be getting more. But he is getting a larger part of 1%

as a community, not an individual, transaction. . . « « « « &

Mounting taxes may indded mean waste and extravagance. . .

« +» But they may also mean inereased comfort and safety, better educa-
tional opportunities, better business. Not how high is the tax, but

what is he getting for his tax is the question each citizen nust examlne.
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1925,
(From The Woman Voter, published by National League of Women Voters.)

ENDORSENMENTS

There has been a tendency of late to question the validity of
endorsements of political measures by women's organizations. It 1s a
good sign, In the days before 1920 when women's political support or
opposition could be discounted, there was less reason to enguire how
endorsements were come by. It is because of the influence they exert that
they begin now to be sharply scrutinized. No longer can 1t be sald that %o
the male politician all women's organizations -- and their endorsements --
look alike. FEndorsements that count, in the future, must be arrived at
hy some process that involves the membership of the organization in their
consideration, and the education of that membership for their support.

How to obtain the participation of members 1in making endorse-
ments and in supporting them after they are made are problemm each organe
ization mudt solve for iteelf. In proportion as they are solved will
the influence of the organization increase, while failure to solve them
cannot for long pass undetected, Members who have not been included
either in the process of consideration that precedes, or that of educa-
tion which follows endorsement cannot be counted upon for support or even
for approval, Many such repudiations will destroy the credit of any
organlzation,

Such a test should Be welcomed by organizations with a
sound method of procedure like the League of Women Voters., It challenges
the League to continue its efforts to secure each year wider and wider
conslderation of measures proposed for endorsement., It Justifies 1%t in
refusing to endorse except when it 1s equipped to follow endorsement
with active support. It vindicates the wisdom of League conventions
which have become each year more reluctant to adopt eleventh hour reso-

lutions, however worthy and eloquently framed, but have demanded of a
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a proposal that it shall add %o its other merlts, the merit of having
been duly considered,
= @0 women whose experience in public work began in laxer days,
this stricter asceountability will bring a new respect for procedure and
program, Time was when instances were not rare of women who used thelr

organization as a kind of makeweight for their own individual opinion, and

who permitted themselves a corresponding neglect of the official under-

takings of their organization that did not happen %o Jump with thelr own
ardent preferences. . . + « « o«

"The womanhood of America," which had so many spokesmen in the
past, ie likely in the future to have its name less often taken in valn.
Reciprocally, if members are no longer to presume to speak for an un-
committed organlzation, neither will the organization speak for an un-
consulted membership. 'Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished.

n. M.w.
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1926. MONTANA CONVENTION OF LEAGUE OF YOMEN VOTERS,

(From the Great Falls Leader.,)

“The League Way" was the subject upon which Miss Marguerilte
Milton Wells of Minneapolls spoke at the afternoon session today at the
Park Hotel.

"“The League is an absolutely new thing in the world," sald
Miss Wells, in introducing her subject. "Suffrage has gradually been
extended in every democratic class. The league was organized at the close
of the war at a time of reaction when people were returning from altrulsm
to their own self.centered interests.

Popular misconceptions of the league and its purpose were also
given by Miss Wells, who sald that men of the country first regarded 1t
as a "woman's party", a feeling which has now been lald aalde.

"The league, which is non-partisan, is ildentified by the public first
with one and then with another politieal party. It is always the habit of
one party to accuse the other of having the support of the organization,”
said Miss Wells.

Another misconception is confusing the league with other organ-
izations, owing to certain committees of the league on social hyglene,
child welfare, and other lines of soclal work. The league does not do
soclal work but works for varioils measures npoﬁsored by them 1in the

legislature.

The speaker closed by saylng "the greatest difficulty in organising

1s that women conaider they do not have time to do thorough work in behall
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political science to mateh the inventivenenss in other flelds that has
brought sbout the need for expanded government., . . « .

City charteras and the manager plan, state departments and an
executive budget, federal aid, taxatlon, civil service, do these seem
to you dry and techniecal subjects, or are they a challenge to find for
our great expanded government, a great administration? This 1s still a
new country. We are atill a young people. In our velns runs the blood
of pioneers. FEspeclally do the new voters possess some of the courags
and enthusiasm that comes with new responsibilities and new opportunities.
Let us then Btand up to our great task! Let us not be overwhelmed by 1ts
difficulties! Let us even, in the words of the psalmist, "Rejolce as a.

strong man to run a race.”

1927, MISSOURI LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS AT KANSAS CITY,

Miss Wells sald a survey which the Minnesota league had cone
ducted showed that women do not vote as generally as do men.

"But 1t would be a miracle if they did," she sald. "Women
have had the ballot only seven years. It 1s something new to them. Every
man is brought up form childhood to think of himself as a voter, I think

1t ie encouraging that women vote ar generally as they do,"

Miss Wells also admits that women are not yet in on the inside

in party matters but she believes that is largely because they are new-
comers in politiecs.

Moreover, she pointed out, they are not at all fooled by the

empty honors and honorary titles that the men politiclans confer on them

to placate them.

1927.
(From the Minnesota Woman Voter, published by the Minnesota League of

Women Voters.)
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Expressions of opposition to federal aid for infancy and
maternity work continue all too frequently to be volced. Are there
good reasons for this opposition? Apparently not. At least none are
BlVEl: ¢ « & ¢ & 2 o »

Reasonable and well-informed people, if they are consistent,
are not goilng to give support to a Department of Agrioculture, to federal
ald for good roads, to a big navy, and then oppose federal ald for re-
dueing the mortality rate of mothers and babies for any such reasons
as those given above. No, such cannot be the reasons. What then can
they be? Let me surmise,

I surmise that thoughtful and responsible people wish to
avoid federal participation in government whenever it can be avolided

with due consideration of the best interests of the people. I surmise,

indeed, that they wish to avoid participation of government at all in the

affairs of people excdpt when it 1s for thelr undoubted beat interests
as a whole. I surmise that such thoughtful and responsible people desire
federal ald for good roads because they are thoroughly familiar with the
benefits to the people of good roads and appreciate that the beneflt
extends not merely to the people of the state in which the roadsa are
made but to the country as a whole, I surmise that such people deslre
support of a federal Department of Agriculture with 1%s axpensive
army of employees because they are thoroughly famllar with the services
this department and ite employees render and because they appreclate
that these services benefit not only the people of a given state to which
the ald 1s carried but indirectly, if not directly, all the citizens of
the whole United States., I surmise that they approve the expenditure
of unthinkable sume of money for navy construction because they are familiar
with the use of & navy in case of war,

It must be then that the opposition of such people to a small

appropriation of federal money for the reduction of the mortality rate




rage 37
of mothers and bables through federal ald to the states arises from the
fact that they are not familliar with the benefit that thls federal ald
brings to bables and mothers, the extent to which 1t 1a needed and the
extent to whioch saving the lives and improving the health of bables and
thelr mothers 1s a benefit not only to the state in which such familles

temporarily live but to the citizenry of the Bnited States as a whols,

This is the most charitable explanation of the way writers
and speakers lately have been taking flings at federal ald for infancy
and maternity welfare. They think 1t 18 unnecegsary and unimportant.,
They think so because they don't know. Those who 40 know ought to assume

the responsibllity of passing on their knowledge.

1222. ADDRESS IN THIRD INSTITUTE OF GOVFRNMENT AND POLITICS
Arranged by Minnesota League of Women Voters

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS

(By Marguerite Milton Wells)

About flve years ago the Natlonal Leapue of Women Voters held
a brilliant evening meeting in Memorial Continental Hall in Washington
to which women from many nations came and at which the Secretary of
State and the British Ambassador spoke. They talked about women and
government, and Sir Auckland Geddes with true British candor told his
audience that the contribution women could make to polities lacked value
because of theilr ignorance of the principles of economics. 8ince that
day and before, in faoct ever since their enfranchisement, women have
frequently found measures they were supporting opposed by economic intere
egtssi—-— from the manufacturer who fears that federal child labor leglslae
tion will interfere with his proflts to the clerk of the court who sees
in every reckless marriage prevented a two dollar fee lost to himself,

It was in response tc such challenges as these that when
members of the faoulty of this Institute asked for suggestions about the

courses your committee proposed a course that would show the relation
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between economics, government and the public welfare. . . . . . .

In wuch theories as these we have real thinking on a subject
of supreme importance. We have new ideas, We have dlstingulshed men
glving thelr minds to the problems of government. We have an attempt to
devise new ways to meet new conditions. It is true the device shows a
ecertain fear of government but so did Patrick Henry fear government
who opposed the Constitution. BSo did Jefferson fear government who
opposed broadening its scope. And go did Cobb of New York World
fear government, the inveterate foe of Roosevelt, who always inslsted
that 1f you make government strong enough to regulate business you make
it an object to business to take government into camp, It is true that
these new theories show a distrust of Democraey but so did the founders
of our Union fear democracy and by a asystem of checks and balances they
prevented the people perhaps from doing much evil, certainly often from
doing much good.

But after a2ll it 1s Demooracy that America 1s committed to
and there 1s no royal road to Decmocracy. You cannot set up a Democracy
by fiat. You have to work it out by edue-ting people to mcvern them-

selves. You have to work 1t out by making government so simple that the

preople can handle it and not be obliged to leave i1t to professional

politiclans, You see that in spite of my respect for them I have my
doubts about these new theories of the place of business in public
affairs today.

If we can no longer trust our machinery of government there
are many things we may do to improve 1t. We might make voting easler.
We might adopt the short ballot, the election of the few and the appoint-
ment of the others, the fixing of responsibility so that the people may
know whom to punish and whom to reward. We might do some reform-
ing in our legislative procedure so that there would be more sense and

less nonsense about it. We might do away with lame duck sessions of the
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Congress. We might perhaps, if we thought best, have one long term
for the pepesident instead of two or more short ones. We might develop
some of those methods which have already begun to be used of cooperation
between local and national governments to give the advantage of local
administration and of centralized standards. All these things we might
do, tinkering and tampering, adjusting governament to our needs., It
would be very hard indeed to do. It would teake a long time and patlence
and experimentation. Changes would have to be worked out. . . . o o. .

e« « o« « 1% may be true that many of our problems of today are
economic in character and it may be true that most of them are economic
in character, but it 1s not true that they are purely economic in charac-
ter. In the last resort all problems of government as well as all pro-
blems of life are problems of human welfare. . . . . .

I wonder what the historian of the future will see when he
looks back at this era of economic excesees. . . . . . . I wonder if he
will see as a fact having any significance thet in the very beginning of
thls era the electorate was doubled and that to the electorate whose
business and habit of life had made it stress economic considerations
was added an electorate whose experiences made it stress human welfare.
I wonder if this historian of the future looking back will see these
two parts of our electorate neutralizing each other until they become
as broad as democracy itself, If he does see this beneficent outconme,
I wonder if he will detect the beginning of it in just such under-
takings as this one of ours this week. Only, you and I must remind
ourselvea that neutrallzing two ways of thinking isn't just as simple as

the neutrallzing of chemiecal substances in a test tube in a laboratory.

Ways of thinking have to be neutralized on the floors of

legislative assemblies, in corridors and committee rooms, in
public forums and in the public press, in small nelighborhood gatherings

and at the family dinner table. . . . « . . .
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(Article in the Womsn'e Journal)

Mrs. Dadourian doubts about campaigne to "Get-Out-The-Vote"
and the letters commenting upon her article are thought-provoking. C.T.'s

conclusion hits the nall on the head -- "the slower process of education

is the only means of getting out the vote which 1s worthwhile". Yet she

seema to contradict herself. 5She says that the votes that have %o be
gotten out are not worth getting. Then she mentions with apparent apvroval
the getting out of an enormous vote by arousing in people the desire to
wote. The desire to vote is aroumed by knowing the lssues at stake.
Quite so. What we need is a nev slogan., Mrs. Dadourian herself
has supplied one -- Get-Out-The-Issues.
To be sure such a slogan has tremendous implications. I%
begins where it seems to me the political education of women has %o
begin. It begins with devising ways to make women.see what they have
not been brought wp to see for themselves, the Gonnection between the
things they want and the vote. Yet you no sooner try %o show this to
women than you discover how many a slip there is betwixt the vote and the
things that you hope your vote will bring about. . . . . . . . .
Get-Out-The-Issues is a big order. Follow 1% and you will do
no less than reform the politics of the country. Certainly you will do
what many men have been so afrald that women in their ignorance might 40 ==

you will considerably upset the existing political organizations. . . .

H.M.w

1928, NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF SOUTH DAKOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS.
Miss Wells explained that the League of Women Voters 1s a non-

partisan organization which does not support or work against any candl-

date and in which members are free to follow their own political tenden-

cies. "The League of Women Voters", she stated, "was the firast organliza-
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tion to invite 21l candidates for any particular office to speak from

ite platforp. The league also publishes printed literature on matters

pertalning to the ballot. The league supports a grogram of governmental
measures and 1t ie with regard to these measures that we do our

most characteristic work. . . . . . .M

1928,

(From the Minneapolis Journal)

“To encourage women -- yes, and men, too -- to think about
government, to help them realize their reaponsibility toward it and
appreclate that government 1s a science they need to be intelligent
about, 1s the big task the Minnesota League of Women Voters will under-
take in 1529," Miss Marguerite Wells, president, declared Saturday. "The
task 1s not a new one, but every year makes its importance newly felt,
Industrisl, economic and social conditions in the Unilted States are in
a state of revolutlonary change. To adjust government to them is a
problem demanding statesmanshlip of leaders and the good sense of all the
people. The league recognized the part it has to play in the political

education that will support the one and foster the other. . . . . ."

1929.

(From the Minnesota Woman Voter, published by Minnesota Leazue of Women

Voters.)

MAKING THE JOB FIT FOR YOUR DAUGHTER

Would you think it a great misfortune if your dsughter
were obliged to earn her own living by working &n a2 store or a hotel or
a factory? Or Af your niece were obliged to} or a cousin, or a friend?
A sensible mother will not wish to save her daughter from work,
but there is no natural mother who does not wish for her daughter a happy,

healthy, normal life. If the daughter 1s young, her mother will #igh
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for her, time- enough- for-fun-and self<improvement. If she is older,
the mother will still wish for her, time for self-improvement and re-
creation. Women want for their daughters enough rest time to keep well
and time enough to themselves to keep attractive and neat. If a family
is darge, 1f there is much housework to do and not enough adults to do
1%, a mother will also sxpnect of her daughter some help at home,

80 mothers, before thay say whether for them 1t would seem a
misfortune for their dsughters to go to work in a store, hotel or factory,
must ask whether this work would make poesible all these desirable things.
The answer, of course, depends uron the number of hours required by the
employer. Let us suppose it is nine and a half a day, Tfifty-four a week,
and that work begire at eight o'cléck and ends at 8lx with a half-hour
for lunch.,

On such a schedule, & girl must get up at half past six to

dress, to get breakfast, to get to work., Not a minute in the morning,

therefore, for mending or cleaning or heiping the family. Not a minute

for anything. At twelve a half-hour for lunch. A rush to some place
that 1s near, whether the Toodhppens to be good or not, and a rush
back to work. No time there for errands or for &1l the little accumula-
tlons of things to be looked after that come to everyone. At six, she
leaves work. Home to supper. No chance there for errands -- for seelng
a dentist, for going teo a doctor, for a haircut, or for any errand of
any kind. At seven, supper is over, and the girl is free -- free bntg
tired. 8She was up at half past slx and muet be up tomorrow morning at
half past six and tomorrow and everyday after she must be as rushed asg
she was ftoday. So even if ghe is young and well, she ought to be in bed
by half past ten. If she is not young nor strong nor well, she wants to
go to bed earlier.

She has her evening then in which to do everything -- an

evening from seven until ten. She mey spend 1%, if the situation at home
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demands 1t, helping with the housework and doing the things that she
was not there to do during the day. If there 1s not this work to do
for her family, she may spend her evening on her own clothes, washing
or mending, or taking care of her own room, cleaning. Or if she 1s
ambitlious, she may read or study. But if she does any of these things,
thecse necessary things, then for her there willl never be any social
life -~ no movies; no parties, no keeping up with the trend of her age.

In any case, in such a day, a mother will look in valn for
the opportunity for her daughter for exercise and out of door amusement.
She will have to accept the fact that for her daughter these things can
no longer be -~ hikes, picnics, and the fun other young people are having
outdoors. Only on Saturday afternnon would there be two or three hours
free of daylight. Two or three hours of daylight a week are not enough
for any young woman for the work and the play that every young woman ought
to have.

So a mother with a daughter on a schedule like this thinks --
if only the hours were not quite so lonz, if only there were hours wach
day for the work my daughter must do outside her Job and for the re-
preation every young womsn should have!

The worst of 1t is that in Minnesota there are employers wno
are determined their help shall work not nine and a half houras a day but
ten, ten and a half, eleven! GCan you guess why? Don't guess. Go to
the legislature and listen to those who come there to protest against
a bill restricting the hours of labor for women to nine and a half hours
a day or fifty-four a week, They want no such restriction because in
every business there are rush seasons when in order to make the maximum

profits to take advantage of the rush, they must either overwork their

girls or make adjustments in their business. Efficient employers adjust.

They find a way to take advantage of the busy season for their own profits

without sacrificing their women workers.
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Inefficlent employers ought to be obliged to find a way, too,
by a law regulating the hours.

For remember this about 2 nine and a half hour day: It means
nine and a half hours on a wage-earning job. In addition to that, there
are hours, sometimes many hours every day, that every woman needs to put
in on her own job., Frequently one hears a man, yes, or a woman saf, "Don't
talk to me about a nine hour day. I work twelve hours." But you never
heard anyone say this who worked twelve hours, all of them for someone
else. The twelve hours a day and the fifteen hours a day that we hear
so much about are the days that people put in not only on the work that
brings them in money but on all the work that everybody has to do whether

she worke for wages or not.- - - M,M.W.

1929.

(From the Minnesota Woman Voter, published by the Minnesota League of
Women Voters.) ,
Recently the Natlonal League published a pahphlet of apprecla-

tive newspaper editorials about the League of Women Voters. Among
others equally complimentary these excerpts from the "Christian Science
Monitor" are typlcal,

"# # # perhaps the most conspicuous for the extent of its

organization and the practicability of 1its methods 18 the

League of Women Votere. It conducts an intensive all-the-year-

round campaign of investigation of political and governmental

affairs for the education of its members and the general public.

It seems simpiy to seek facts and to find out the best way 1n

which to apply the ascertained information to the machinery

of popular government,"

Such words are good to hear. Better than to lay the flattering

unction of them to the League's soul, however, will it be if they lead




to a searching of the League heart, ., . . . . .

How must it go to work in order to succeed?

"It conducts an * # # & & » » all-the-year-round campaign,"

It must work not only during legislative sessions and Con-
gressional aseassions and before olecations but hetween sesslons and elece
tions, not only in winter but in summer. I% must work zll the year
around in order to live up to its reovutation.,

What sort of all.the-year-round camnalgne mist these be that
it conducta?

“For the education of i1ts members and the general publie,*

It 1s not enough that the members shall know a 1ittle about the
program for which they have assumed responaibility, but it is necessary
that they know enough to be able to go out into the community and to
educ:te the general publis. Stute and loeal and national representatives
would neither enact nor succeasfully adminieter the governmental measures
favored by the League of Women Voters if their only support were League
sentiment., They must be supported also by the general publie.

How can the League educate 1ts own members and the general
public to the point of effective acion in behalf of 1ts adopted program?

¢ # # perhaps the most conapleuous for the extent of its
organization and the pradticability of its methods 1s the
League of Yomen Voters."

In order to live up to 1ts reputation, the League must not only

extend 1ts membership constantly, never remitting 1ts efforte to induct

into the League women who are or who may become effective members, but

1t must also devige anA develop methods of work that are so practisable
that they may in the end bring success to the program for which it has

assumed responsibility. . . . . . . .
M.M, W,
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1929,
(From "Some Effects of Woman Suffrage" by Marguerite M, Wells, printed
in THE ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Sclence.)
The consplouous contribution of enfranchised women has not
been in the slze of the vote they have cast. Why should it be! It
takes more than eight years to break a tradltion of excluslion from
public affairs. « « « « . «

It may be that the infiltration will continue to be so gradual
and the absorptiocn so complete that the enfranchlsement of women willl

result in no change at =ll in Americen politieal 1life, If thls happens

it will, in my opinion, be an opportunity lost. Every individual,

every clasa, every group, even each eex, has 1ts own contribution to
make to life. . . . . &

e « o o« soWOmen in general are rather cold to the allurements
of politics as a game. The Chicago Post recently referred to the work of
a certain woman's organization as "the nearest approximation to making
politics a sclence, rather than a game, which 1s to be found in Amerlca
TEAYT" > & v 5 ¥ 2 3

Getting out the vote by every conceivable device has marked
women's part in elections, great and small, for elght years. Not satls-
fied with "ballyhoo" methods at election time, they have in many ine
stances settled down to a permanent effort to awaken in the elecotorate

& sense of responsiblility. ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ o ¢« o &

1930,
(From The Minnesota Woman Voter.)

e o« o o s s s » oIt 18 #1ll necessary in every League to em-
phasize what may be called the pattern of the League, %o drill ourselvew

as offlecers and boards in Lesgue methods and procedure, %to induct new
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members with infinite care into Leasus waye and Lea ne understanding.
But with the tenth birthday, all at once, there oame from many direc-
tlons the urge to emphasize, also increede in membership,

Every day brings to the office news of some loecal League that
has recently added to its membership., It is to assist these Leagnes in
preaenting the League to new friends and to help the new members to
understsnd the League that there has recently been printed a vamphlet -
“Some Achievements of the Firast Ten Years.®. . . . o« « o« o .

M. M. W,

1930,

(From the Minneapolis Journal.)

Representing the League of Woman Voters, it 1s in the field
of Government that I naturally look for the best things that can happen
in 1931. CGovernment 18 simply the arrangement by whiech people are able
to live together in the world with Justice to sll, and the present
arrangement needs a great deal of improv'ng.

I might look for better international relations —- to the
adherence of the United States to the Werld Court, for instance, «- as

the best thing that can hapran, because it is one of the ways already

provided to make 1t easler for nations to exiat together in the same

world with justice to esach. I might look to the suescess of plans now
under way for soclal welfare, because 1% iz a sign of wlsdom that a
nation shall not forget its responsibility for the protection of the
young and handieapped. I might look %o better governmental protection
of the people from exploitation by economic interests., I might look

to reforma in nomination and eleotlon yprocedure to make government more
reaponsive to the will of the people. But in my opinlon the besat thing

that can happen about Gowernment is this country in 1931 is something
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more fundamental than these specific measures., If in 1931 we can make
more progress than has ever been made before toward intelligent parti-
elpation of the people in thelr Government, we shall have the West thing

that can happén. « « = « « « Marguerite M, Wells,
Aoting President, National League of Women Voters

1930,

(From the Minneapolis Journal)
- Faribault: Misa Wells reviewed the history of the League in its 10
years of activity. "When the league was projected its purposes as
announced, though vast, were conecrete:  showing women the way to the
polls, decreasing the 1lliteracy the extent of which has been learned
during the war, catohing up with social logislation which heretofore,
becaus® women had not been in the slectorate, had lagged. Almost at onoce,
hewever, the goal of the leazue became less specific and its fulfille.
ment besame not so immedliately possible, Within the first year 1t began
to be the purpose of the league to make of the enfranchisement of women
an occasion for vitalizing the political 1ife of the American people.
“People who have an lnterest in government as a science are few
and far between, nine-tenths of them at least men who teach or write it
and would themselves be the first to admit that they oan take no active
part 1n politics. Thus 1t has come sbout that in the countyy which has

undertaken the most conspicuous of all experiments in a government by

the people, the people participate less and legs intelligently than in

most countries.

"The League of Women Voters has never had a magic cure for
this condlition; 1t offiers no panacea and has formulated no easy remedy.
It has proceeded as though the way to participate in politics was to
participate asnd the way to learn about government was to study govern

ment. It has not only avowed its intention to bring about & wider ine
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telligent participation of the psople in government, but it has worked
out methods and applied these methods. Now at the end of 10 years success
does seem more certainly assured than ever before.

“The chances of failure have been many. It might have falled
at the very start. Its purpcse never could be adequately stated in
by-laws or in charter, its methods and procedure could not be handed down
nor handed out, but had tc he developed. That there could have been so
soon =0 widespread a unanimity of purpese and that there could have been
developed so quickly s method for working out that purpose, that there
could have been in so many places success in working it out, becomes, 1if
you think about it, something %o wonder over. . . . « « s+ &«

*There has to be much of determination and of purpose, much of
intelligencs, much of leadershi:, much of cooperation. There has to be
self-Adigeipline and self-restrailnt and self-gacrifice for such a feat.
Women 4o not love disecipline, either, No the diascipline that ls selfe
imposed, They do not love to stick to one task because they have chosen
tht -~ they love to keep themselves fres to snatoh at the good that at

the moment nmeems best to them. To steer by a dlstant and not very luminous

gtar when brighter stars appear upon the horizon or when the sun dazzles

them or the moon bewltches them 1s not 80 @a8Y. « § + ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & &
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE: BUCCESS OR FAILURE

. - L] L] - - L] L] L] L] .

All this 18 why I say that what you decide about the results
of woman suffrage depends upon where you look for these results, It
depends upon what you think needed to happen to our political life in
1920, Pessimists about woman suffrage are likely to be equally pessimls-
tic about that politieal life. They see ue aes fifty (?) odd million
people by courtesy called an electorate indifferent and ignorant about
government within whose midst functions a mechanized group of professional
politicians out of which the life-blood has gradually oozed, a non-conductor
between the people and the government, obegerving political formulas a
hundred and fifty yesrs old with no application to present-day conditions.,
If the only hope for woman suffrage lies within this machine
and women have really lost hope of functioning there, then I am afraid

fallure must be acknowledged, If the hope lay rsther in & renalssance of

political life, then there are hopeful signs. In either cace, there had

to be a politiesal re-awakening of the people. What we need 1s not merely
a few political reforme, It is a political reformation. It was probably
folly to expect this to come through the old political mechinery. But
out of a popular political renalssance, on the other hand, reform may
come to the machine.
Women who doubt whether working with the old political machinery
1s worth the price are a good sign. The fallure would have been that the
new voter also mistook the devitalized old game of politics for political
life. If, having learned the futility of the one, she 1s seeking anf find-
ing ways to make more abundant the other, we should take courage. . . . . .
It 18 a revival of that sort of political life and leadership
that seems to be needed today. A new electorate ought to have been the

occasion for 1t. Renalssances commonly dawnin the apperance of some
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new group with the coursge and enthusiasm and experimental spirit of
youth. Add to these qualities to be expected of any new electorate the

fact that this was an electorate of women and you have that "tide in the

affairs of men which taken at the flood" -- might be the saving of our

democracy. In this hour 1t 1s Just what we need - femlnism added %o

the masculinism in political life that somehow has not proved enough. Look
at it in this way: a man-made democracy, politically and industrially,

has gone bankrupt. In its desperation it has taken in new pertners,

not to be "yes men" but to contribute something different out of their
different experience. If now they do not make such a countribution, these
new voters will have missed thelr opportunity. The enfranchisement of
women will, to be sure, take its place in history as an incident in the
progressive adoption of a democratic system but 1t will have done

nothing towards ensuring to that system the success by which alone it

can be Justified. . . . . ¢« + .« &




page 52
1932, REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESELECTION ACTIVITIES AT CONVENTION

(From "League News", bulletin of the National League of Women Voters.)

EFFICIENCY IN POLITICS

"Ts 1t true that the American people are not interested in
political auestions or is it only true that they are not lnterested in
the political questione that politiclans give them %o vote on? I believe
that the American people are interested in political questions, not only
now, but even two years ago and four years ago. I believe the American
people were interested in this question, for instance, 'How may we make
the hundreds of sdjustments between our nstional life as 1t has always
been going on and the internationel world in which we find ourselves?'
But no leader or no group has come forward with a program on that ques-
tion, saying 'Vote this up or down,' and been willing %o gtand or fsll
on the vote. . . .

"If politienl lesders want to get out the vote, they should come
before the people anfl say, 'This is our program, this is what we believe;
Af you believe i%t, vote ua into office; 1f you do no% believe it, then do
not vote us into office.' That is not a millennium I em talking about;
1t 1s no changing nature. It is just as human to have ideas that you
want to have put through as it 1s to want offlce and prlace., I do not
think the evils of our political life are due so much %o human nature in
the American people ag they are to our history - to our history in which
those who would naturally find their careers in public affairs have found
them in private affairs. Staying outside of political life, they have
deepleed 1t, and in despising 1t they have made 1% despicable. They
fear government because they have ecorrupted it, and corrupting government
makes government corrupt.

"What we really need, you see, is more reliance on goverpment,
more coneern for 1t, greater responsibility about 1%, fermentation of

political ideas, revival of the concern that we felt in the early days of
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the ‘country; "a'rensissance in politieal life., There are signs, I belleve,
of that renalssance.
We have seen signs of 1t in our groups, hundreds and hundreds

of them all over the United 8tates. . . . ¢« « « &

1933.
(From the Minneapolls Journal)
(The Legislative luncheon of the American Assoclation of Unlversity Women
at Benton Hall, Y. W. C. A.)

“The net effect of suffrage on women's organizations have been
that they are less rather than more prone to 'take action' on political
questions," Miss Wells saild in her talk on the place of the legislative
program in women's organizatlons, "Pheir members have become politicslly
sophisticated to the point of knowing the difference between erfective
and ineffective political action," she sald., . . . « . .

*In principle, the 'lobby'! ie o bad thing. In practice 1%
gseems to have i1ts uses. Certainly the front door lobby, thé educatlonal
lobby, the lobby in the public interest, of the women's organization,
as Aistinguished from the multitude of spreial intereats lobbies in the
halls of all our czpitals, has 1ts use.

“The lobbies, like the 'pressure groups' whilch they represent,
are imperfect and experimental attempts to make this democratic system of
our function. It is tc be hoped that they will in time dlisappear glving
place to a more ideal system of representative government. George Wash-
ington said in his farewell address "All combinatlons and assoclatlons

under whatever plausible character with the real design to direct, contro},

counteract or awe the regular deliberations and actlons of the constituted

authorities are a fatal tendency.' But then, neither George Washington
nor anyone else of this time, had a conception of what were to be the
difficulties in developing a democratic government under the present

industrial and soclal conditions.". . . . « ¢« ¢ & + o .




1934,

(Excerpte from speech)

No one who knows the program as well as we in this room can
fall to note that 1t glves evidence of astriking agreement within the
League of Women Voters about its purposes. Obviously it 1e a program in
the public interest, not in a variety of special interests; not in loecal
or clase or economic interests., Specisl intereasts have always been well
representaed politically in thles country. . . . . . .What has been lacking
from the time of the passing away of the generation of founding fathers
to our own day has been an interest in government for the sake of the
whole, the country iteelf, This need the League of Women Voters acems

to me to have been organized to meet. The League may indeed be mald to

constitute a preasure group for the most neglected speclal intereasts in

these United States today, the very special interest of the public, the
American people, the nation ae 2 whole!. . . . . . « . . .

One thing is certain. The test of the League of Women Voters
is not in the adoption of a program here, but in i1ts operation every-
where. To learn of the League's condition of health, we must go to the
statea., If you cannot go often enough or stay long enough to observe
everything, let me tell you where to find a pulee from which you can dlage
nose, B5it in on that meeting, board or other, when the proposed state pro-
gram of work for the coming year 1s firet considered, If discussion begins
with consideration of the program of the current year, what has been
aocomplished and what left undone, what must be continued, and what may be
discontinued, if new items are considered not merely on the merits of the
subject, but on their timeliness, and eapecially on the preparedness of
the League to undertake them; that League is healthy. If, on the contrary,
discussion begins with suggestions from department chalrmen in rotation,
who select from the national program much as they would choose a meal on
a menu, and 1f there is a disposition to inslet thet no department be

slighted, the League 1a, if not unhealthy, at least immature."”




1934,
(From the Newark News.)

"Under the olrocumatances,* Mias Wells admitted, "the temptation
1s %o make a great drive for membershlp among women of all classes, part-
loularly the ocollege-edncated and the societly groups, whose influence
would be helpful in achleving the league's alms. The president has a
very practical view about the results of such a campaign.

VIf we were to make a large lnorease in our nuumbers, we would
have to resort to ballyhoo ot do it. Then we should have to use more
ballyhoo to keep the new memberg. That 1s fiot th: way to get reforms.®

(From council meeting of National League of Women Voters in Weshington)
s+ o« «» « » s« » «"I have noted your oconstant concern for an ine-

ereasing memberaship,

*I have heard many suggestions you have found good, but no single

one yocu seem to acocept as golng to the core of the problem,

"I offer such an one, You will best attract membere by satlec-
fying those you have. This you have not succeeded in doing.

"You have saild members are to be satiasfied by program. I
agree. But only if program nowrishes, not if it causes indigestion.

*You have gald members demand variety. I agree. But not
necessarily variety of subjects. A varlety of subjects 1ls what women's
organizations have been offfering these fifty years past. It 1ls 'the
easy road to Avernue down which programs have too oft-n traveled to a
lengthiness that ended in meaninglessneses.

"A variety of subjects may not be the only wveriety to satiefy.
SBatlafaction may perheps better be found in s variety of pregentation,

of treatment, in the use of many devicea and of much ingenuity -- with
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the occasionel variety of accomplishment gome undertaking carrled to

a succesa’ul conclusion!?®,

1934,
(New York, NEA)

¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢« e s o o s o "The first thinges that mi«t be done 1s to
change the public mind and to make all the people feel reaponsibllity
for these ¥ho are »ut inte rositiong of authority.

"Nothing works except alert public eoplinlon, League menbers
are constantly taking the roles of good citizens who wateh to see that an
efficient job i3 done 1n government, local or notional. It 1la surpriseling
what quilsy consciencens many politiclians have. Ton determined women who
care only about getting = thing right can produce a revelution at nearly
any c¢ilty hhll in the land,

“Phe reason our women care about getting things right 12 that
they heve been aroused %o & senge of responsibility. That 1a what we must
do to others -~ make them feel that something lmportant to then is al

stake, andthat they may share what 1ls to happen if they'll take the trouble,

(Bese Wilson of the Minneapolias Journsl)

¢« « s o « s« o s = «"hen such a thing ls suggested to parents
they are apt to say, 'Well, I'm afrald we have no pull., We have no
politiesl connections, We know a few people in polities but they all
have more job~hunters than they ocan take care of now. We have done
nothing of importance for any politicians, Why should they take care
of ua?!

"That is only part of the picture -~ this thwarting of young

people who have a deslre to go into government joba with the premise that
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i1t 1s hopeless. The other side of it is that because of thie 'spolls'

system and the resulting turnover, government is constantly being over-
turned that new and inexperienced workers may take over work for whith
they are totally unfitted. . . . . « ..

"Because both prosperity and disaster have come to us on a nation-
wide scale, they have to be dealt with by government and on an ever-
widening basis. The people of the United States have come to trust
more and more of theilr fate to government,

"Now we have come to the place where we must demand that govern-
ment do its job well, that government positions cease to be political
plums and come to be satisfactory positione; that the experienced trained
worker shall not be pushed aslde to mske way for the untralned, the un-
fitted; that patronage must glve way to quality."”

This is the argument Miss Wells and other membera of the
League in both nation and individual states are using to urge other
women to study conditlons as they now are, to inform themselves so that
they may demand thet the "merit system be made to work better and better,
that more and more government positions come under the system, and tht
gselection of workers may depend upon training and ability rather than

political values. . « . . &




1938
(From *Smith College Quarterly",)

GETTING INTO POLITICS.

When American women entered the electorate about fifteen years
ago, they met with a rather grim welcome., "Here's the vote," their male
fellow cltizens seemed to say to them, "and much good may it do you! As
for us, we can't seem to makemuch out of it." Political morale in thiles

country was at a low ebb, Indeed it has long been pretty generally

accepted that there is something wrong éout American political life.

Grumbling about politics, of course, is the pastime of every democracy.
It is their growing palns. . ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ & o«

A significant form of participation in politiecal life has been
represented by the Lesgue of Women Voters., Its purpose has been to add
active and informed particlpants in publiec affalirs to the electorate,
inside or outslide the parites, as fast as pessible, in the public inter-
est. It has consisted of women with an innate sense of responsibility,
whose concern for community, stare, and nation felt itself balked by
machine politiecs and professional politicians., It has secured results
by united effort andyby unremitting eduecation. The prinecipvle behind the
movement 1s that people learn by doing, and th&t the proper atudy of
political science is politics. The League has acted on the theory that
if a good many women can be assisted to gome effective political actlon,
they will have prepared themselves for continpous participation in pollitiecs.

.« « College courses in government are of as little use 1in
good citizenship as Greek and Latin, if they are studled as dead languages.
Sometimes people talk as though voting and persuading others to vote was
the remedy for all political ills -~ Getting-Out-the-Vote. But there has
not been so much talk’ of that kind lately. The vote has been getiling

itself out, which ie another way of saying that people have had something
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that they wanted to voté about. After all, not many people will vote
because they ought to, but only because they want to, Maklng people
went to vote, then, should be the task leaders set themselves. When par-
ties and candidates present issues upon which publie sentiment is Bharply
divided, there will be a big vote. When leaders are careful not to men-
tion subjects which might concelvably allenate even a few voters, then
voting falls off. It is not really the rank and file 1in this country
that 1s politically apathetlic. The rank and file 1s quick enough to
take sides when "gldes" are formulated and presented to them. It 183 a
question of leadership. By leaderaship is not meant those who seek offlce

or hold it. A leader may be more than that, or less. Whoever takes

responsibility about public affairs, whether in the city, the rural

community, the state, or the nation is a lesder, . . . « « « . &
Oecasionally it is asked how far women have advanced in publiec
office since enfranchisement, or sometimes a well-intentioned feminlst
asks, "What can be done to put more women into public office?" It would
be more to the point to ask what women should do %o prepsre themselves for
public office, but if I were asked such a question, I should be tempted
to anawer, "Forget 1t." I should then repeat all that I have just written
about accepting reasaponsibilities as they vfeaent themselves.. « « « o «
But when all is sald the important thing to he remembered by
those who are by way of "commencing" politice 1s that it 1# not necessary
to be an officeholder at all, elected, appointed, or unkr clivil service,
in order to be a useful member of the body politie. For that, it 1s only
necesgary to widen gradually the circle within whlch one 1s already
accustomed to carry responsibilities until it begins to include those
public affairs that are the business of us all, but which, appearing to

be nohody's business, have too often been neglected in this country.
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1936. TWELFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF LEACUE OF WOMEN VOTERS,

(From the Enquirer, Cincinnati)

*political patronage as practiced in our country substitutes
bribery for party responsibility," Miss Marguerite Wells told 600 dele-
gates yeaterday afternoon at the opening business sesslons of the twelfth
annual conventlion at the Hotel Netherland Plaza.

"Only effective, non-partisan effort can free the parties from
the patronage incubus of which they are the vietims as well as the authors, "
gshe continued, "The league will disappoint the hopes of many a pasrty man
and voman caught in the patronage toils if it falls during the trylng
$imes ahead.®. . . o s v 0 v e s

"I do not fear for the league the defects I have recounted, nor
do I deplore confession of them. There is only one danger before which I
tremble, I tremble lest we fall to realize the peculiar need of our
country for disinterested political service and the pecullar fitness of
the lesgue to render such service, and thus to play its part in bringing

about a veritable volitical renalssance in the United States."., ... . . .
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1986, =1 e o : . : g R <)
(From draft of article for News Letter of Intercolleglate Association of
Women Students.)
PATRIOTISM AND POLITICS.

If there were as many vecple willing to live for their country
as, in case of need, there are willing to dle for it, politics would
not be in its usual parlous state. If as much time were spent doing
something constructive about government as is spent in critlcizing.those
who are doing something, there would not be so much to oriticize. . . . . .

« « « +An organization in which women learn to take first
steps in assuming responsibility about government 1s the League of Women
Voters. First a League selects a certain limited number of things to do
about government -~ Just as many as 1t can hope to be effective about.
Then 1t informs itself. Finally it acts. Sometimee it 1s successful,
Sometimes only partially successfub. Even when i1t is least successful
it has learned to do political things. It has learned by doing. Its
members have started on the road to becoming responsible citlzens. Once
started, they can find the way gradually to greater and greater effective-

neaa. . . - L L . L] [ ]

1936.
(From the New York Herald Tribune.)

The poll rests on a sentiment thut is real and deep-rooted;
how real and how deep-rooted, the League of Woman Voters has discovered
during its two-year campaign to mobilize publie opinion. The petitlions
being circulated by the league, which call upon the parties to abolish
patronage, are not only readily signed but signed with enthusiasm, "I
would like to shout if from the housetops," exclaimed a public officlal

as he affixed his signature. "I wish you would give me twenty-five cards
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to have signed," -sajd a woman who had read in a magazine an article on
merit versue spoils.

It 1s good to discover how many nameless and obscure citizens
understand quite well the difference between good and bad in politics,
but it 1s good also to learn how many men and women in high places st=nd
ready with a helping hand. S8enator George W. Norris was right when he
sa'd in the Senate not long go that "the patronage system is not only a
detriment to the country but a handicap to the public officials who use
1t." "I can name man after man of my acquaintance," the Senator stated,
"who went down to defeat as a candldate for reelection to the House of
Representatifes and some men who went down to defeat as candidates for

reelection to the Senate, for the major reason, and sometimes the sole

reason, that they had too much patronage to handle and they had to

disappoint too many men and too many women who wanted jobs."

Governors, mayora, party committee chalirmen and legislators
have borne witness to Senator Norris's claims by their warm approbation
of the campaign the League of Women Voters 1s conducting. Such men know
that the patronage evil 1s not only a handicap to themselves but a detriment
to party responsibility, and thus a threat to the falth in government
g0 necessary to a democracy. That threat the people of the United States
are aroused to combat, perhaps in greater numbers and with less regard %o

mere party advantage than at any previous time in our history.

1936,
(From the Cincinnati Post.)

&« s« « « o« » othere must always be much business to transact by a
delegate group that meets only once in two years. Especially is 1t Srme
of an organization that only a few years ago undertook to do an entirely
new thing in an entirely new way. The new thing 1s to engage in definite
politicel acts for the ulterior purpose of learning how to be effectlive
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politically. Learning that, by people without selfish motlves, appeared
at the time of the League's inception to be the crying need of our country.

Learning it by doing it, by laboratory methods, through a series
of what might be called "controlled experiments” had never been tried
before. Naturally with so ambitious and novel a program, League con-

ventions are hard-working affairs. . « « « « « &

lE ié'

(To the Good Government Department of the Minneapolis Journal,)
The many replies to your request to say what 1s needed to

assure good government in Minneapolis gives us all much food for thought.

« » +« +There 18 one ﬁreliminary step that eseems to me to be essentlial

- L] L]

but that has not yet been mentioned. Yet 1t 1s one that I believe to be
possible, for I do believe that if any conslderable number of us citizens
were to make up pur minds to conduct ourselves as conséientiously and
senaibly in our prhlic affairs as we do in our private affairs, 1t would
make a real difference to Minneapolis., . « . + . + &

It is true, of course, that the bigger the enterprise and the
more diverse its interests, the harder it is to manage. So 1t 1s true
that not every Minneapolis man and woman who succeeds in showing his
better side in small affairs can do so in larger affairs. But hundreds
could, and even a few hundred, if we were to set ourselves to work for a
better Minneapolis in the old-fashioned American way of "begin at the
bottom and work up", might make of 1t a good old-fashioned American

guccess,

1936. NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS CONVENTION IN CINCINNATI.

e « « « s « « T™e League never was an organiaation for learnlng
government. It has always been an organization for doing something
government. It is true that sixteen years ago newly enfranchised

had much to learn before they could do much -- effectively.
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The past decade-under ‘Belle Sherwints leadership-has been in my
opinion outstanding as a movement for political education directed to
practical ends. The launching of the idea by Carrie Chapman Catt was an
inspiration. The swift organization of the new women voters by Maud Wood
Park was an achlevement.

Such is the League's heritage. The time has come to capltallze
on it. The time has come to put into practice what has been learned.
time has come to let "knowing more" walt upon "doing more.". . . . « + + &

I do not fear for the League the defects I have recounted, nor;
do I deplore confession of them, There is only one danger before which
I tremble. I tremble lest we fall to realize the peculiar need of our
country for disinterested, political serice, and the peculiar fitness of
the League to render such service, and thus to play 1ts part 1in bringing

about a veritable political renaissance in the Unlited States.

1936,

(For Miss Agnes Taaffe of the Minneapolis. Star)
Migs Wells was esked whether, if elect~d, she would follow out

her previous policies asbout the League. Miss Wells replied that these

poligies would not change. She said she had believed for the past few

years that the time had come when women needed to lay the emphasis on
learning how to do policisal things rather than in learning about them.
"League members have accunulated a really astounding fund of
political lore," said Miss Wells. "The important thing to my mind ie that
they translate it into political action. There never was any lack in this
country of study about government. Our no-man's-land has been between the
field of knowledges and the field of asction., Not enoggh intelligent
public-spirited citizens have occuplied this no-man's land. This to my
mind is the fleld of the League of Women Voters. I shall continue to urge
upon League members that Jjust as the proper study of mankind 1is man, the

proper study of politics is politics.”




Page 65

1938,
(From "A Portrail@ of The League of Women Voters at the Age of Eighteen"
by Marguerite M, Wells,)
e « s o o« « Once accept the idea that in our country it is more important
to teach one esingle citizen to take a firet step in politiocal activity
then to teach a hundred citizens a great deal about government and the
worst is over. Accept the further idea that it ig more important %o
help a hundred citizens take a first political step than to pentrate
far into political activeity oneself, and the battle 1is wbn. R, Rt R
. . 1t 18 not merely interest in government, 1t is doing things about
government thatthe League will then have inculcated. Not to confine
such experle ces to the few, but to extend them to the many is a test of
leadership. If well met, the rewards are sure to be great. « + « « « o«

The League's test lies immediately before it. The cholces 1%
i now making will be irrevocable cholces. They will be made elither
consciously or unconsciously. It is important that they should be made
consciously. The hardest cholce would be to remain unijue, to persist
in the ambitious purpose of helping democracy succeed by increasing
intelligent eitizen partieipation in governmmnt, to base the cholce of
program upon i1ts suitability to widespread member participation and %o
restrict 1t to the resources of the League and leave enough time Tor
promotion of League growth, An easier cholce is to continue to develop
the already considerable body of students of practical government capable
of expressing themselves intelligently upon current politisal problems.

The easlest cholce of all is the unconseious cholce, imitating

methods and objectives of others, following prevailing trends. To do so

may end in a League of Women Voters as a sort of ecleoctic pressure group
on various subjeots but restricted to governmental aspedts. If such a
choice is to be made, 1t is best that 1t should be madk consciously, not
wnconsciously, It would be unworthy of the League not tc decide 1ts

destinatlion and chart 1ts course. If it finds iteelf off course, it
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must re-orient itself. It must travel with comrass or drift. . . . . .

W % W % % B

I have chosen upon the occasion of the 1938 National Convention

%o present portraits of the League taken from outside and within becausde
they suggest choices to be made. They may help the Lesgue make 1its
choice with eyes wide open and focused not only upon itself but upon

the place 1t has been assigned in the political life of the country,

1938,

(From letters to an early former National Board member.)

I approve of doing away with "Study items" in the program
because I see the possibility of its meeting in some small measure the
erying need of transferring attention from the word to what Stuart Chase
calls the "referent". It seeme to me that only by taking that step,
making that rectification in our trend, can women become politically
functioning citizens. . . . . .

I have come to suspect that the National Program of Work in
too many cases fosters mistakes in the way state Leagues regard their
plans of work. I should like to see attempts made to make it, if not
positively helpful, at least not confusing. . ; .

Can we trust a Nationa Board to seek so carefully real evi-
dence of League preparedness for making active a given federal measure?
And can we trust i1t to prepare the Leagues after support has been entered
upon? I'1ll give you my tentative opinion upon these two questions when
we talk. It will depend largely upon what altern:ztive can be davised.

As of course you know, my paramount concern since the League
began has been that it should be prepared both to understanl and to be
effective about everything 1t does. That concern on my parl has in-
oreased with the time. I am not satisfied with the need »f success we
have had in achieving that end. I am not satisfied, I am convinced that

the controls that we set up in the beglnning are not enough. I am fear-
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ful that the letter may be substituted for the spirit. I see danger

in too much rellance upon forms. But I feel cautlous about giving up
forms that are more helpful than harmful.

e+ s« « ¢« o« o « I want you to join with me in looking at some
problems with a fresh eye., Before I state them I will premise what I'm
sure you and I agree upon, that we work on governmental matters in oraer
(1) to teach ourselves, our members and others to consider them intellig-
gently, to look not only at them but to see all round them (2) to learn
how o be effective upon them,

I do not know whether we are headed for success for fallure in
reaching this objective. There is a good deal of evidence looking to-
ward failure. I am not ready to commit myself upon the most llkely
outéofie, I want merely to engage your interest in some of the evidence.

In order to suceceed in making the League a kind of demonstra-
tion of the kind of citizenship conspicuously lacking 1n the U.8.A.,
citizenship direected to the good of the whole, be it town or nation,

taking into consideration all elements of each situation, we have got to

knit ourselves into a single whole and gear everything to that end. On
the other hand, there le the constant current that threatens to carfy us
into being a sort of federation of speclal interests, an aggregation of
gpecial interests, a collectlon of pressure groups.

This was likely to be true becasue our politieal life 1ls made
up of pressure groups, which is precisely why there was need for an
organization to establish another sort of citizen interest. DBut I am
bound to admit that the League from the first fostered that tendency
inetead of discouraging it. You and I no doubt are guilty there. The
extent to which we used and developed the program departments 1s what
has done it. It is the one major mistake to my mind that we ever msade.
The pity of it is that those first by-laws adopted before arnyone had
experience or we had consciously seen what our mission was destined to be

were quite flawless on this point. They provided that departments or
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chairmen should be appointed by the Board to do the things that conven-
tions had decided to do. It was we, later, who gave them their static

form, set up all the rigmarole of making program through departments.

Now we have got to undo that, or we eannot emcape being a bunch of

pressure groups!

The difference between a pressure group interest and the in-
terest of a good citizen I need not point out to you. But I will illus-
trate. A Consumer group will think of the Consumer as a class and pursue
"gonsumer interest" in isolation, separate from production and labor,
regardless of governmental structure or prineiples, etc., ete. The
intelligent citizen will treat the governmental aspect of consumer in
1¢s relation to other economic factors, 1in relation tc taxation, 1n
relation to personnel, in relation %o spheres of government, loecal or
federal, in relation to structures of government and their adequacy to
tasks put upon them, ete., ete.

I could illustrate by the difference between Peace groups and
the citizen approach to foreign polley, 1f there were any citizen approach
in our country outside the League of Women Voters. I could illustrate 1%
by Labor groups, educatlion groups, Child Welfare groups and 80 Ofe « « o«

Instead I will point out some of the phenomena of this "pressure
group" tendency within the League. It shows in the tendency to enter
into permanent organized relationship with pressure groups on given
aubjects -- cooperation -- thus making a farce of our own methods by
substituting others.

v v v « » Just s0 long as programs are made by departments,
will our programs be an aggregation of special interests and so large
that they absorb all the energies of the lesders and prevent tralning
women to be good citizens - in other words defeat the purpese for which
some of us believe the League exlsts. Reveree the process, let the plan
of work for the year be made by the League as & whole by means of 1%s

conventions and boards, then let the department chalrmen do their job of
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helping to carry out the plan and you have removed the greatest obstacle
to League success. + . « + o

Upon a reasonable solution of the problems I have touched upon
in this letter depends, in my opinion, the success or falilure of the
League of Women Voters as an organization with a deflinite purpose.

For years, ever since the league got firmly established, I
have had a certain nightmare about it. Not will it live, but will it
deserve to live. Every organization that was ever started, has lived.
Most of them (don't tell) would be better dead. But organizations don't
diey or if they do die they are not buried. All organizations start with
a definite purpose. Few organizations accomplish their purpose. Worse,
few organizations tick to that purpose. Consider the programs of some
you know. Can you tell them apart? Can you discover from them theilr
ralson d'etret No, why? Becasue they travel without compass. I
do nnt complain that they veer with the wind, that they avold shoals and
travel channels., I only charge that in doing so they loss their direc-
tion. They become the sport of the breezes that blow, scud from one
channel to another regardless of the course they have set. This is a
figure of espeech to say that the League of Women Voters having accepted the
objective of changing the political habite of citizens, will nct acccmplish
ite purpose by pandering to those habits.

Why do I write you all this? Because I hope I am to have the
chance to talk with you before long and I want you to know what present
themselves to me as problems to be solved so that we may make the best of
the opportunity. Naturally the problems and hence their solution are not%

exactly those of 15 years ago at which time, 1t seems to me, the purpose

of the League had begun to formulate itself and certain principles had

been established.
The very first thing we had to tackle 15 years ago (even 18 years
ego when we knew less what we were driving at) was to set up an entirely

new concept in women's minds about what being effective in government meant,
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We had to break outselves of an inveterate habit exemplified in listening
to a speech and Jjumping up at the end to "take a stand" on the subject
presented by the speaker. . . .

At this time I want to make another comparison between "then®
and "now"., Then each project we understood was an artificlally isolated
fragment completely surrounded by and intertwined with the unknown. By
the time we had done anything effective on that one project, no sgall
part of that unknown, was known. Don't let us fool ourselves, most of
what we learned as we proceeded has come not from separate shafts we
sunk down, called "gtudy" but adhered to the root at which we were
tugging and came up with i1t, Most of what we learned about personnel and
patronage came from no "study item" on the merit system, though I believe
we had one once, but from experience with child welfare administration

perhaps, or some state ald measure and so on. What we learned about state

ve. federal government never come from the "study" on a program., It came

from work on Child Labor Amendment; maternity and infancy ilegislation,
and the 1iRe. And eo I might g0 ONs v o « « &+ o o

Eilghteen years of experience has carried us away in spite of
ourselves from non academis standards. In College there can be courses
that are prerequisite 50 other courses and students may be denied Course IIA
until they have taken the prerequisite Course IB. Not so in what at college
we ¢2ll "the world". In the world Course I and Course IT usually have to
be taken ot the same time. Well the League has functioned 18 years now
in the world. It has gathered knowledge from experience. It has learned
things th-t the written word never authorized it to know. Also it has
had tec do things, in the pursuit of an authorized object, that were never
*underwritten.®. . . . . . . &

My point 1s that willy-nilly the League as an organization has
grown up and that by force of cirumetanceas, without cholce, it is obliged
to "put away childish things" as no longer applicable -~ and to search out

tests and controls that are applicable. . . . "
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1923; CONVENTION OF NEW YORK LFAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(From the New York Times)

Mias Marguerite Wells of Minneapolis, president of the National
League of Women Voters, stepped to the rostrum of the State convention
in 1ts closing sessions here thls morning and within half an hour had
virtually reshaped the immediste objectives of the group. Enthusiastiec
applause greeted her indirect appesl for a vitalized role for the league
in the current precarious world situation.

"It was ondy on a black Monday three or four weeks ago that I
for one say, "Miss Wells eald, "that if the torch of democracy is to be
kept burning in this world, it must be done by the United States of Ameries,
What I want %o talk about with you this morning is whether the league 1is

on the right way to doing all that it can do to help maintain democraecy.

I know that many think it i1s not and I also am very dlscontented,".. .
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1939, THIRD BIENNIAL COUNCII, INDIANA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS.

(At Lafayette, Ind.)

"The essentlal ingredient of a demoecracy," Miss Wells told the
couneil following a luncheon  in the ballroom of Purdue Univeraslty's Unlon
Building yesterday, "is citizens who ecare about their government and do
something about 1it.

"The League of Women Voters is not really an organization of
women at all, What 1t is doing is helpful to men and women and citlzens
of the United States in teaching them that democracy does not run
itself, that it has to be worked for before 1t works and that 1t must
be passed on from generation to generation.”

Miss Wells urged the council members to learn more about govern-
ment so they could do more about government. "If you are goling to be good
citizens, you must teach others to participate sensibly in government.". .
« « » « » o+We have learned that to compromise and yet go ahead is the flne
art of politics. It 1sn't principles and technique that are three-fourths
of 1t. It'es dealing and doing with other people, because government 1is

Just a way of people's getting together."

1939.

(From the New York Times.)
To the Editor of tle New York Times:

I wish to reply to a letter from Miss Edith Abbott that appeared
recently in THE TIMES and in which she asserts that the women of the country
are strongly in favor of strengthening the Neutrallity Aet, and claims to
speak for a large majority of the members of the League of Women Voters
in proteet against the league's position to the contrary. These are
sweepling statements tht it seems to me Miss Abbott is not in a position
to make.

To speak only of what I know best, Miss Abbott agsuredly 1is

mistaken in assuming that the recent action of the League of Women Voters
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IN BEHALF OF REPEAL OF Seotion 1 of the Neutrality Act was taken by a
small number of national officers. It is to olear up that point that I
reply publicly to Mise Abbott's letter.

The League of Women Voters, like mcst organizations and like
most denocracies, inecluding our dwn, opera tes on a representative basle.
The action referred to was taken by the general council of the
league in biennial session. The councll is composed of delegates from
State leagues, and the representation this year was even more complete
than usual because of interest in the guestions that were to come before
them. Proposals for the action of which Miss Abbott complains came not
from the national officers but from members and of"icers of State and
loecal leagues. These proposals were made to the national headquarters and
from them were sent to all State leagues two montha in advance of the
meeting. Action on the Neutrality Act at the councll was fully disocussed
and then voted with but one dissenting voice.

As prediding officer, who, as such, was not called upon to
arrive at a decision, I permit myself to way a few words on the impression
made upon me by the dlscussion st the council session. Practically every
delegate spoke on the question., It was plain that all spoke with a deep
senae of responsibllity, with appreciation of the vital issues involved,
and then finally made their cholce courageously. No one who spoke was
listened to with more sympathy and respect than the sole diassenter., The
choloce made may be mistaken -~ though I think not -~ for no one can be
sure of belng completely right in the confusion of the world today. But
courage of convietion, carefully arrived at, and tolerance of contrary

conevlctions may in the ~nd be more important factors in the solution of

today's problems than the declsione thermselves., . « o« o o« o o o "

Marguerite M, Wells
President, Natlional League of
May 10, 1939, Women Votera
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1940, -
(From the Member's Magazine, published by National League of Women Voters.)

VOTING IS NOT EASY

Issues to be voted upon in November are partly soeclal,
partly international, partly economic, and most of them a mixture, League
members have definite opinlons about some of the issues through work on
them or on others gimilar to them, This may be called case work -- learn-
ing about general principles through study of definite cases. With the
soclal welfare and international field, especlally, League menbesrs have
in this way become very famillar,

Even in the economic fleld they have gained specialized knowledge
about tariffs, for instance; protecting the consumer, ensuring the unem-
ployed. The economic system itself, however, within which labor, the
farmer, and the busineees man operate to produce the nation's living,
remains unexplored territory. Yet that system and decisions about how much
or how little it ie best that government shall control is a mesjior political
question which voters are having to declde in almost every election now-
adays, either consciously or unconsclously.

Are League members unprepared to make their declsions consclously
becasue economic enterprise as a system has never been a program ltem?

It would be a confession of failure of League methods were this true. The
way the League works is supposed to strengthen sz member's ability to tackle
unfamiliar questions on her own, No one has fully profited by League
experience who does pot approach questions with an open mind, take time

for consideration of all sides, know how to evaluate pros and cons. Add
to this what League members have learned about essentials of democratic
functions of governuent; add to 1t great stores of speclalized knowledge
gained in work on & few economic subjects; add up all thies and we must
conclude the League member is better prepared than most to come to con-

clusions about what is the desirable relatlionship between government and
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private economic enterprise. If she finds 1% dilfficult, she may congole
herself with the thought that no one in the world today finds 1t easy.

M. M. W,

1940,

(From the Members' Magamine, publisned by National League of Women Voters.)

DID WE MEAN IT?

The political campaign 1s over. One of the two preslidential
candidates is elected. (As the Magazine goes to press, 1t ia not known
which,) Skeptics to the contrary, it has been a period of education,
as election campaigns in a democracy always are.

The election 1s over, but its issuee remain. Nor have the people
lost responsibility for them. Preparednees, unemployment, powers.of the
exeoutive, fiscal policles, free enterprilse, government gpending, war and
our relationship to it -- these subjects demand everybody's best thinkilng
after, as well as before electlion.

The American people like to be complimented on the ease with
which they forgive and forget what has been said in an electlon campaign,
to be excused because "they do not mean half they say," like the old grad
st a football game who doesn't mean to smash his wife's hat when hls team
gscores. In an alection campaign, however, when cruclal lissues are at
gtake, might it not be better to say only the half that 1%t meant and after

the election remember that half? Let us forgive, by all means, but forget?

No, for that is as important the day after electlon as the day before.

M. M. w'
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(From the Minneapolis Times «Tribune -- Florence Taaffe's Column).
"HAPPY WNEW YEAR? 1IF VE MAKE IT sO"
e « o 2ays Migs Marguerite M, Welle in s holiday message especlally for
this eolumn.
Her message to all of us: "It is not without confidence that
I make & wish for a happy 1941, though the conditione of the world seem

againsgt that. It 1s said that it is never lack of opportunity that brings

fallure; i1t is missing the opportunities we have, OClrcumstances can be

overcome, I believe people everywvhere have called a2 halt on drifting from
bad to worse. Even in our country danger had come zo0 neer that we are
aroused to combat it. There are signs of an inerease in wisdom in many
direotions., Let us spply ourselves to a better understanding of events

and we sh=ll master them., A happy New Yeer? Yes, if we make it so."

1940,
(From the Washington Post.)

e »+ ¢« o« o +» o Last year the league worked for repeal of the arms embsrgo that
permitted the United States to extend aid to the allles,

Misa Wells today branded as words of "defeatism" reports that
many oltizens think we are going into war and express no opinion whether

we should or should not." 6She added;

"That the will of the minority should submit to the will of the
majority is one thing. It is democracy. That the people should have no
will ie another. It has been, whemever 1t has happened, the beginning of

dlct&torahipl n. L] L] . L] L] . L] L] L -
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1941
(From the Member's Magazine, published Dy National League of Women Voters.)

THIS NETTLE DANGER

Ld L] L] - Ld L

. v « « + +A year ago the National Conventlion measured the dangers
and decided that victims of lawless aggressors should be alded by the
United States. Two years ago the General Council had measured the dangers
and made the same cholce. Three years ago a previous national convention
had considered u similar question and found a simllar answer. During
nineteen years Leagues everywhere have been engaged with the principles
upon which our foreign policy today is baged.

Twenty-one years ago the League of Women Voters was founded on
the ideas that a democracy's success was dependent upon the intelligence
and devotion of its voting citizens. No one foresaw then the crucial
teste a short time was to bring. Now the League's reward for 1%s efforts
1e to find itself prepared to meet unexpected situations.

The "lease-lend" bill authorizes unusual methods to translate
the unparalleled potential productive capasities of the Unlited States
into a reality that will etrengthen the resistance of victims of lawlsse
aggreassion.

Wwhat remalns may prove more difficult, for out capaclty ls as
yet potential only. To make it an actuslity will entail daily sacrifiece,
great and small. Industry, both management and labor, must sacrifice
their own legitimate interests. The reat of us must not only share in
the sscrified; we must try to understand the problems involved., A few of
the problems the League of Women Voters already knows something about.
Others it may, if iuv chooees, apply 1tself %o understand. Always 1t must
keep in mind that by acting in concert upon a few measures, it is learning
how to be intelligent about many. Such is the League's contribution of

which the electorate is in so much need today. M. M. W,
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1941,

(From the Member's Magazine, published by National League of Women Voters.)

IN RETROSPECT

The League of Women Voters, now on record in Congress as favore

ing outright repeal of the Neutrality Act, deserves to draw a breath of

PORANTL 5l N A :

It is bitter to recall the f&tal steps by whiech a well-intentioned
people contributed to the disaster that has overtaken the world., It is
better to turn from regrets over the past to resolution about the future.
For the League of Women Voters there is some comfort to be derived rom
another roll eall, '85: The League took no aection on the temporary
neutrality act., '36: The League attemnted to get amendmerts to discrim-
lnate between aggreesors and vietim in the extended act. '37: The
League tried for provieions in the permanent act for a discretionary arms
embargo. '38: The League told candidates for Congress it Tavored flex-
ible provisions in & neutrality act. '39: The League worked hard for
repeal of the arms embargo. It came in modified form and word flashed to
Leagues everywhere: Our ill-considered Neutrality Act has now been
altered. Today the League seeks to finish the Job with outright repeal.

M.M. W,

1041,
(From the Member's Magazine, pliblished by National League of Women Votere,)

Dear Fellow Members:

Do you find people who do not yet rzalize how swiftyly and
imperceptibly the United States has been robbed of its comparative
isolation by inventions that destroy the natural bulwarks we once enjoyed?
Have you met people who never understood the dependence of our country

upon the British fleet? Have you acquaintances who do not realize that
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when this program of defense called the Lease-Lend Act passed Congress
it became the nation's foreign policy by will of the people, even as war
would be; who do not realize that people need sometimes to abate
conflicts of opinion on foreign affalrs lest they result in danger
to the nation? Do you meet with people who forget that when dangers exlist

they must be faced with courage; that it is not by dodging dangeras that

we overcome them? Do you hear 1t saild thet Americans eould still live

happily were the rest of the world to be dominated by totalitarians?

Are there people whe tell you that the program of production
for use here and abroa® was meant only as an easy step into war, not as a
plan that if it succeeded was better than war? Do you find skepticlism thet
80 novel, so stupendous, so Adangerous a plan cun succeed: doubt that
anything but war 1tself can arouse the aplrit of national unity and the
will to sacrifice without whieh suech 2 plan must fail?

If you have met with all these obstacles, as I have, I hope
you are as grareful as I am that so many of us are united to help over-
come them. I do believe that thus you and I may help teke up that lag
in understanding that elsewhere has brought the world to the brink of

destruetion. M.M.VW.

(Excerpt from "Leadership in a Democracy" by M.M.W.)

My concern 1s lest through some fault of mine or of yoursor of
a local League president, League members may fall to realize thelr own
opportunity and their obligation through the League of Women Voters to
gerve defense now and demoersecy all the time. A conversation recently
reveated to me impressed me, as 1% may you, with our responsibility Just
now towa rd every League member. A gentleman was speaking of the League
campaign for the Battle of Production in relation to his own psinful

senge of the world'g predicament and his own frustration in relatlion to
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it: "If I wvere doing what the League of Women Voters 1s dolng," he eaid,
"I should be glad to be allve today. But I have been wishing I were dead."

e« o« » s« s s« » oThe campaign i1s the concrete, the emergency, the
instant demand upon us. BRBeyoné 1t liee a duty no less compelling which
for long the League had made peculierly its own, to give actlive and in-
telligent attention to the government and thus to discover what aile
democrztic government and what might cure i1t. I for one make no claim
that the League of Women Voters has found either the disease or the cure.
Yet cuchdlescoveries in the end can be made best by those who have age

quainted themselves with the oper:tion of government and have practiced.

the art of citizenship. Among these the Lesgue of Women Voters 1e 80

econspicous that I tremble lest members be diverted to lesser tasks when

80 great a one avwailts Thelr Aolng. ¢« « s o » 3 v
g




1941,

(Galveston League of Women Voters.)

On the 2lst anniversary of woman suffrage in the Unlted
States, Migs Marguerite M. VWells, president of the Natlonal League of
Women Voters, declared last Tuesday that the outstanding achlevement of
women since they were enfranchised was "the extent to which women have
become a part of the électorate, citizens among citizens with no''woman's
angle'."

In explanation, Yiss Wells sald the only advantage she ever had
coveted for women since August 26, 1920, when the secretary of state
proclaimed the 19th amendment a part of the federal constitutlon was
"the opportunity to tecome the kind of citlzens a democracy needs --
the kind that for some time past democracy in all countries has con-
splcuously lacked,"

"The lacks in democracles themselves have brought them where they
are today," she said. "Hitler need not flatter himself that he 1s res-
ponsible. It may even turn out that in future hlstory the name,

Hitler, will be associated shlefly with the date marking the rebirth of
demooracy, for 1% is true that Hitler has been the occaslon of a new love
of freedom and a new courage about defending 1t%.

"T am glad women are to be a part of that renalssance. I am

glad members of the League of Women Voters have, since theilr enfranchisement,

been getting ready to take part. I belleve there is no "woman's angle®

about that part and no man's angle, but only the people's angle.". . « « « .
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(From YLeadership in a Democracy" by M.M.W.)
A growing discontent and unhappiness =-out the ealliber of
public officlals begins to show itself among the people. The time is
ripe to point out that only the wisest and best are fit to represent the

Ameriean people today. No much high standard has prevalled in the past.

Men and women of caliber have habitually sought their sphere of useful-
ness outside "politics". The people have not habltually expected or
demanded the best.

Tn this hour of crisis, the latent desire of the people for
representatives capable of facing today'e problems can be made consclous,
An idea in the minds of men has always been the most potent of all weapons.
Now, as the season of nominations and elections approaches, 1s the time
for unsheatﬁing that weapon. . . . . .

Let us keep the idea simple but let us with faith in 1ts potency
‘tevise ways and means" to present it to the minds of the people: Repres-
entatives must be of the best America affords. The best are none ftoo
good., The second best will not do. No man and no woman 18 too good to be
called upon for such service. No man and no woman who is not of sterling
worth can be expected to succeed. Constant relteration of that refrain

would stick in men's minds these days.

1042,
(From "Leadership in a Democracy" by M.M.W.

« « « « +The people themselves, people who have habitually re-
mained outsgide political and party organizatlion, must break through into
the political fastnesses and find candidates for Congress of a different
caliber. It can be done. It i1s not so difficult as might be thought.
The ears of politicians are very sensltive to the volece of the people in

election years. They wish to present candidates that the people will
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elect. Let the people proclaim in no uncertain terms what they want and
the parties will vie with one another to present them for election.

To arouse citizens to work for = batter Congress, for enactment
of an adequate tax program, for measures to prevent inflation, to arouse
them to a realization of their responsibility as voters, The League of
Women Voteras, 60,000 strong, has Joined in s nation-wide program {(in one
part of which, the Service to the Public, every member everywhere 1ls
given an opportunity to participate)., The more I see of the frustration
of individuals with no such outlet to their desire to strengthen our
democracy, the more I see of organizations with only a paper membership,
the deeper my sense of gratitude for the twenty-two years of experlience
the League of Women Voters has had in understanding political life and
in fostering government in the public, not spedlal, interests. We have
never yet exerted as a national body the full strength that only unity
for a common purpose at a definilte time can give. We have now agreed
that this is the time to put forth our full strength to reach the publle
in many and varied directions, and to awaken the sovereign people to a

gense of their responsibility. . . « « « « &

« « « +Yet the proepect of a long and destructive war bound

to leave behind it a sick and bankrupt world doces not permlt us to feel
satisfled even with progress and good will., Nothing we can do 1is too

much. No speed we can make 18 speed enough.

1942,
(From "Member's Magazine" published by National League of Women Voters.)

A NEW ORDER

e« ¢ o« o o« o« « o« 1t may be sald that though the freedom-loving
American citizen is an alert critic, an avid spectator of what 1s done
by government, his own time and his own work and his own thinking are

directed elsewhere. If among the 75 million voters there were one
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million; merely one million, whose ruling passion was for the best
possible loosl government, the best government of the state, the best
national government, the renalssance of democratic government would have
begun,

e o« o o o oWith all our mobilizing of manpower to win ourselves
another chance for democracy, let us mobilize enough manpower to make
good on that chance. Then we also shall have a new order -- a new demo-

eratic order. The League of Women Voters can help. M. M.V,

1942,
(From "Member's Magazine" published by Naticnal League of Women Voters.)
FORWARD MARCH!

e ¢« » o o1t was in goals set by the League all those 22 years
ago that texts were found for selzing todeay's opportunity. One text
appeared in the firet recorded minute of that historie first meeting.
Let 1t be recorded here for every member's guldance: "The Chair in a
brief address explained that the l.eague of Women Voters means the band-
ing of the women of the country together in an unsslfish effort to
improve the electorate." Such an effort, recognized as important then,

today has beoome imperative. . . . . . . . . M.M. VW,

1942,

(From "Member's Magazine" published by National League of Women Voters.)
ER MOBILIZATIO
For the first time in League history a concentrated attempt 1s

in progress to mobllize the entire membership for action. Not all the

time of everybody, but some time from everybody is sought. ., . ... Work

for what? To arouse the electorate to a sense of its responsibility for
government at a time when citizen responsibility means democratic govern-
ment, and democratic government is the device by which a free people live

together 1A 0040, . « « o o+ o s 5 o o s & oJaR¥s
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(From letters to an early former national board member.)

« o« « o o o oNow I'll write more gencerally about the LWV than
before -~ for your comment. I want to know what your ideas are on my
ideas,

The League cannot stand still: 41t will drift or be directed.
If it drifts it will be in the direction of ingrowth; more study; more
expert work on the subject of government; more paper work.

(1) In most state Leagues flair for political achievement,
legislation, ete,, has dwindled, The prestige, far beyound 1ts numerilcal
atrength, it enjoys because of legislative achievement is due to long-

time directlons nationally. It would be lost before we were aware of

the danger were direction to be shared by the state Leagues in the way
you suggest. The approach has become too academic. . . . « « « « « &

I have assumed the League ocannot stand still, I have indlcated
its drift. Now like Pearson and Allen, I prophesy: Unless halted and
reversed the League will become the ivory tower some of our lmpatient
friends long ago feared. The popular idea that 1t was taking out of active

politicsl life the very women so much needed there would be justified.

My ideal for the LWV has always been that if would produce women with
\

the savoir faire to become a force in politiecs. I think I would rather
gsee the entire League membership dumped into the electorate at thils
crucial moment, than that the League should drift further in its present
direction., But who can know what 1s best fér the incalculable future?

It remains to speak of an alternative direction. . . . . .I%
might be an attempt to return to 1ts original dual purpose: (a) improve-
ment of the electorate; (b) effective legislation. . . . . .I belleve the
LWV as 1t now exists would not accept the premise. It means a use of
the League as now prepared as purveyors of a little information and much

inspiration to a still passive electorate. The bent of the LWV now,
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1te avid desire for more and more gelf-education (a pathetic American
fetish) militates against return to that objective. . . . . . . .

If conditions ten years ago had been what they are now, I think
perhaps my efforts in that direction might have borne fruit. Or if now
I were at my then age!

You no doubt recognize some of my attempts in that direction:
to break down departmentalizatlon; to rid the program of sterile "study"
items; to develop strong stité leadership boards, to reduce the number
and focus the content of National League publications; to get wlde distri-
bution inside and outside the LWV of a news letter calculated to extend
education; to get through te the members from the natlonal center one free
monthly publication to interpret, and unite the League: the merit campaign,
the Battle of Production campalgn for the same purpose., The changes in
words., The expansion campaign.

Always the effort not to upset the apple cart in the dolng.

Well, I haven't upset the apple cart, but I haven't succeeded. Now what
does the most courageous Leaguer I know say? Shall we upset the apple
cart? We need not with the proposals to be made in Chicago., But there
is risk.

Should we better upset 1t? Turn from the dual purpose al i
practicable and choose a simple purpose, either education of the elector-
ate, or "needed" legislation in the public interest, or a cltizen group
of experts in government? Either of the two latter we are well prepared

to make a great success. The former, the LWV has turned far away from.
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12h2. REMARKS AT OPENING SESSION OF 1942 NATIONAL CONVENTION

CHAIRMAN WELLS:

I welcome you tonight to the mont momcntous convention in the
League's history, save only one -- that convention twenty-two years ago
in this elty in a hotel only a few blocks from ours, in which we are
meeting tonight, when the League of Women Voters was organized, That
was at the end of seventy-five years of support of one "item": an amend-

ment to the Constitution, giving women the vote,

As we met together at that time, twenty-two years ago, twenty

million women were standing at the door of the electorate of the democracy
of the United States., But, that door was still locked; the key to the
door was 1n one more ratification of the Amendment. Then those women in
that hotel in Chicago, just before the women of the United States passed
over that portal, organized the League of Women Voters, and I am going to
read you minutes from that historic meeting.

One was the explanation by the Chair of the purpose of the
League of Women Voters. . . . . . .The Chalr sald: "The League of Women
Voters means the banding together in an unselfish effort to improve the
electorate.”

That 1s what the League of Women Voters meant to those who
organized it on that evening. . . . . . . .

Those were the ideas of the League of Women Voters as it set
1tself up. The world in which the League of Women Voters was lnaugurated
was not the same world that we live in, today. Then, it was at least
daylight; we could at least see our way around. There were some things
we thought we understood: we understood that we had just won a war to
make the world safe for democracy. We thought we knew what war was.

We thought we understood democracy, and one thing the League of Women
Voters thought it saw plainly was that the eleetorate of this country

somehow was falling to make democracy all that it should be.
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Today, 1t is dark and confused, We do not know how we are
to win the war. We do not really know how democracy can be saved. We
hardly know what democracy 1s. Just one thing we still think we know 1is
that men cannot live free men unless somehow they maintaln a democracy,
and a democracy cannot be maintained unless somehow the cltizens take
enough responsibility to maintain 1%t.

And so, in the darkness and the confusion of this day, we come
again around the cirele and see once more that the first duty of the
League of Women Voters is to awaken the elestorate to a sense of respon-
sibility. That is a solemn undertaking.

This convention must be a solemn convention. It will be,

perhaps, a confused convention, because all the world is confused. But,

it is good to be together, asome of us for twenty-two years, and others ‘--

all of us in the spirit that actuated the League of Women Voters for
twenty-two years, and to set ourselves to that solemn task, solemn but
so gratifying, to think that we have survived and persevered and are
prepared to set ourselves to the old purpose ln all the new ways we can
invent. And so we must face it that, from the moment this gavel goes
down tonight until the moment it goes down for the last time three days
from now, everything that we do and everything that we say will tend to

prove or disprove that we are equal to our task. . . . . .

1942, REMARKS AT THE FOUFTH SESSION OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION

« « « « .buf, a @onventioll has to do more than these chores;
it has to make great decisions asbout the great things or the lesser

things you want to be spending your time as a League about. In all our
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experience, as I told you the other night, we have never had so important
a convention as this. But, you may have notliced and I think you wlll go
on notlelng that there are very few votes asked on those great
questions,

I thought, yesterday, that the presentation of the
League's Wartime Service to the Public was almost the moat important
question you had to conslder, but it was nothing but & disocussion, there
were not votes asked for, and the only Aindicetion there was of how you
feel about it were questions you asked from the floor or assertions you
made, Therefore, the big things that are before us we have not spent
time over and have not voted Ofle o o o oce o o o « &

There were some very confusing quetions raised, yesterday,
because of thls., We have left for today the discussion of: waht kind
of thing do we want to do actlvely? What subjeots do we want to support
leglalatlon on for the next two years, ln the way we supported laglsla-
tion 1n our great traditions of the past. How can we tackle such tre-

mendous and, in some cases, such new cases owver which the whole country

is 1n confusion? How shall we prepare ourselves to do 1t? Will the

Natlonal League provide us with anything to help us support such measures,
if we should decid® to enter upon their support?

How do you think the National League will supply you with ma-
terial? How hasz 1t always supplied you in the past? It will supply you
with what materlial? With ite knowledge of the Leagues sverywhere, 1%
willl supply you with what' 1% thinke important for you $6 have and what
you need, I wonder Af you wish anything else than that.

But, some of you are thinting: "Well, maybe they won't send
us kits." May be they won's! { they don't 1t will be because time 1a
racing too faest. We have got to oram, we have got to learn just

enough to go on, and lsarn the rest as we do go on.
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Well, do you think you ought to giwe the National Board some

specific instruction as to these things? If you do, you must watch for

time on the convention floor to give them that instruection. . . . . . . .

e s+ o« o« » Now, I want to talk to you about something else: I,
myself, am on the slate for election to President of this organizatlon,
and never once since I have had to consider that question, or even slnce
I have decided, never once have I felt right about i1t. I want to tell
you why.

I am not sure that the League of Women Voters and I wish to go
in the same direction, and I don't know how fo find out. I have tried
and tried and tried to think: how can we put this to a test? How can I
learn whether I am the kind of President they will wish to preside over
their doings? Because, you knoWw, a president does have policies and does
enunciate them and does attempt to carry her organization with her. Well,
in whet matters do I think that we might not be ready to go the same
way? It seemed to me, at the end of yesterday, that I must %ell you. I
think that the League of Women Voters has the greatest opportunlity of any
organization that was ever held together through twenty-two years, because
it has an opportunity to do something that no other organization is 1n
any way ready to do.

That does not mean that I think we are ready. It does not mean
that I think we are even approaching perfection., It does not mean that I
think we are superwomen. It does not mean anything smug. But, it does
mean that we have at least had one objective through twenty-two years,
although we have forgotten it Pfrequently and often we have gone astray.
That objective 1s to keep alive in the electorate of this country a sense
of lively responsibility for its government. And nobody else, so far as
I know, with any such power existe in this country, today. Well, there-
fore, I believe that should be our first objective; at least it should
be our first until we have learned to do that thing, and it takes a little

time toldo JEi " v v ot i
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There 18 a great deal of talk about consent, and I know there
is a great deal of honeat worry about how consent of the League as a
whole may be given to every broadside and every issue of Trends. And
I want to say Just one word about consent, I do not want to say much
because we could talk about 1t all day. But, when I heard, as I have
heard in these terribly confused and dangerous times within the League,
when I have heard sbout the fear of losing members, if we do so-and-go
and so-sndeso, if we change our direction too much, if we emphasgize in the
present what we have not emphasized in the past, 1f we net on program
without kits and study groups, when I have seen evidence of such worry
over your hard won membership; I have pondered long upon what consent

PRALLY MOURE. &« o w8 8

I have come to this concluslon -- now you gsee I am telling you

the truth about myself and that is all -- I have concluded that in a
time 1like this, no organization can do what it has an opportunity to do
if 1t fears too much the loss of membership. Indeed I have sometimes
asked myself whether beecoming and remalning members was not in the last
resort the one aect of consent any organization with a vital purpose ought
to ask: Otherwise, the membership and not its purpose become:= an
organlization's reason for being. If that were true, I have asked myself,
would 1t not be better that today there should exist no organization,
no institution of the LWV but only a new movement of the same women,
women who by Jjolning 1t today should give consent to today's essential
services?

Now, this morning, these beliefas of mine troubled me very much,
I 414 not know whether the convention members knew them; as I told you
before, I did not know how you wére going to make sure of them. Also, I
wiehed in confessing them to make no idle geature, and I sent, therefore,
a note down to the Chairman of Elections, instruecting her not to open the

polls at the time indicated on your program. I wished first to talk with
you as I have been talking with you, 8o that when you vote you may vote
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knowing what you are doing,

Well, even that might be an empty geasture and, therefore, I
pondered as I have pondered so many times before: "Well, if they don't
want to go on with a president who hag theae idean, what ocan they do
about 1t?" And so I thought up something that you could do, and don't
hesitate tc conalder 1%t because you are not used %o 1t. Do try to
do something in » way different from anything you have ewer done before,
in a vay that has never been done before. It will have to be & rush job,
and do get used $o rush jobs!

S0 I propose that, at the ~nd of this meating, the officers

retire and that you hold & caucus (and I want to make 1%t very easy for

you), have before you all the names that our Hominating Committee heae

reported aa having been suggested for any office. Supply yourself with

& chalrman who knowa how to aet and act fast. Decide whether you would
rather have a president who holds other views Shan mine, and then caucus

and vote, and then you will have a chance to prevall by writing in., You
see, we are trylng to make short work of the kind of procesgsees thet a party
makes such a "to do" over, which is entirely unnegcessary.

Then let me assure you that I shall not think - if I am not
elected -~ that you don't like me. I shall think thit you have relieved
me from trying to lead an orgsnization thot does not want to g0 vwhere I
mean to go, 1f I can, . And I ghall feel very grateful, because you know
there 1s a scarocity value, and if you have been in the League of Women
Voters twenty-two years, theee is that value set upon one's remaining
years, and during the next two momentous years I want o do what I think
ought to be done. I wart to do thet and I would rather do 1t outside the

League than not do 1t insilde the WOREED:. & o « o o ak . n
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1943, SESSION OF MEMBERS FROM SIX MIDWESTERN STATES AT INDIANAPOLIS.
NAT LIONAL LEAGUE, OF WOMEN VOTERS,

« « « +o The meeting 18 really based on a "stop 1lsdlationism" plan, Miss

Wells explained, as that 1e one of the chief interests of the league at

present., She defined isolationists as "shortsighted people."

"Phe kind of world we have after the war depends on whether
the party leaders, congresasmen and their constituents are farsighted or
ghortsighted," she sald. "shortsighted policies now are a mark of iso-
lationiam., Theilr advocates may be innocent isolationlsts, but they are
not less dangerous. People may be carriers of a disease without themselves
having the disease. They are none the less dangerous."

She warned that 1solationism will be hard to dlscover., "It
will lurk in the tug of war of paerty organization; 1t will be hidden in
econgresaional debate and votes on such matters as trade and 1lmmigration,
and assistance in restoring prosperity after the war," she said, "It
has cropped up recently in the controversy over an air poliey for the
United States." Miss Wells sald America's part in efforts to meke a safer-
world to live in will nodt be decided by the state department nor the
administration. "It will be decided by the congress, and the public will
help congress to decide." She said.

"Tnternational cooperation only means," she continued, the kind
of cooperstiom that nine-tenths of Americans at least practice as being the
beast poliey, in family life, in business, in the congress. It means
providing for enough good feeling to make human relations easy and %o pre-
vent the kind of quarreling that interferes with one's own well being.
People who seek good feeling in their personal relationships. After
all, perhaps we have only to fit them to glasses to strengthen their
LA L a0y P R IR SRR
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. MEETING OF NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Miss Wells commenting on the Board's discuseion of the day
before thought that she had not been helpful in the trouble the board felt
in their efforte to prepare themselves to go to Leagues and clarify the
subject of new methods. Perhaps the board members were making things over-
complicated and emphasized our own fears. Moaas Wells felt that in
thinking of the League we must begin by thinking of the country and a
believe in a practieal government deriving its powers from the governed,
that 1n order to have democracy there must be a government which suits for
the time being and works pretty well, that there. are no democratic govern-
ments that have worked even fairly well recently and that our own 1s a
conspicunus example of one which does not work as well as 1t must in order
to succeed,

The LWV has something to contribute in helping it to work better
and in dispelling the fallascles that may people entertain about democratic
government and the things that are not understood. The League has made
itself a small something to keep alive the essential ideas about govern-
ment, ideas which could spread moré and more; that the League had the
apecial advantage of not serving any special interests or partlies which was
certalnly not true of the basis for decisions in Congress where little at
this moment was being decided on its merits. She expressed her fear of
long standing that the League might become an organization apart from
political activity inetead of a part of it and felt that the League was
not worthy as an organization unlegs it accomplished 1ts two purposes --
that it would be better to jeopardize the League as an organization rather
than keep it alive and not accomplish its purposesg; that we must “get into
the thick of 1t" even with the prssibllity of losing members and
that gquite possibly we will anaswer this purpose and be” gbronger and a more
useful factor in the political life of this country if we do lose some

members. In the end we will not losey but gain.
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Migs ‘Wells expressed a fear of organizations-which'in themselves
had the germ of death if they live too long and become dead but not buried:
that 1t 1s better for the League to die unless 1t can be born again.
Therefore, there 1s no need of fesr of change in diréction and hence in
methodd, Miss Wells thought that the change of department structure was
not complicated and accepted as a structure of all organization the board
to board to board relation., 8She recognized the inadequacies of boards
in posslibly not being strong enough, responsible enough or having enough
wisdom, but felt that you could not by-pass a board and that it did not
make people more responsible to juggle them around into different positions.
Mlss Wells asked how board members could equip themselves to go out to the
Leagues and answer their questions concerning the new direction. . . . . .

Miss Wells apoke not only of the lack of a certain kind of
responslbllity 1in the electorate but of human nature always shrinking
from aetion -~ ghrinking from handing out broadsides and starting a con-
troverslial discussion. She spoke of the League's desire to study and
the members' unwillingness to "Put their feet into the stream," eciting
the parallel of MeClellan in the Civil War who tock infinite care in
plans and preparation but never thought his men were ready to go into
battle, and spoke of the danger of lingering in tki field of ilnaction
out of fear of going inte aetion; that this was behind the inadequacy of
our electorate and perhaps as true in the League as elsewhere. JMigs
Wells also spoke of the dangers of lingering too long in the realm of
ideae which satisfy the individual but prevent accomplishment and in
answer to the question how much the League should study, she pointed out

that the country was filled with organizaticns and institutions which deal

exclusively with ideas, to whom the members could go and which are needed,

but that the League itself was not of this type.

1943. (From "Leadership in a Demorracy").

¢« « ¢« « + o o Fifty thousand men and women, whether or not League members,
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recruited in all the states where Leagues exist and tralned systematically
on how to reach thelr share of the three million, could ensure that this
time the United States will not fait its own country and the anxious world
it falled beTore.

One way of accomplishing the purpose is not the way others are
following: 1% 1s in addition to the speeches, the books, the search into
diplomacy and international law, the study of technigues of government
structures; 1t 1s the hard way of reaching the minds of individusls to whom

foreign poliey 1s an unopened book and imbuing those minds with a few

simple facts, facts so simple that those who know them well often fall to

mention them. In choo&ing the hard way of preaching the gospel of inter-
natlonal cooperation with a few simple truths about foreign poliecy and our
own history, don't forget the warning of the parable about the Word: those
who merely hear 1t and receive it with joy on the spet, they, when tribula-
tion comes and the evil one snatches i1t away, stumble -- because the roots
of 1t are not in himself. The way we are to try is to impart a few ideas
upon which each man and woman ocan bulld his own conviection about postwar
planning, not to thrust ours upon him, It is the safe and sure way, ==

but it is not an easy way. I earnestly hope that you will meet and conquer

all the difficulties you will certaitly encounter.

1943,

(From the Christian Secience Monitor.)
WRSRAREDIAR o' o« % <5 0 Himn e
"As a nonpartiman organization functioning in the public in-
terest, not in the interest of speclal groups including parties, its
approach remains unique," Marguerite M. Wella, its president, saild today.
"Every step taken toward international cooperation means for our
nation, as for every natlion, an inerease in the amount and importance of

national government," Miss Wells sald. "The more government a country
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has to have, the better that government needs to be -~ thnt means, the
better people have to be in order to conduct gowvernment. That is why we
talk so much these daye about a better Congress, better Administration,
better candidates, better parties. But we shall never have such an improve-
ment in politicsal procedures and in the conduct of government until the
people demand it., Until the American people get rid of the lingering idea

that they or their asons or their daughters are too good for a politiecal

career or too important elsewhere, we shall never have the better govern-

ment that more government makes necessary. The American people inherit an
obsession that government itself is some sort of tyranny. Government only

becomes a tyrant when the people abdieate thelr postion as sovereign,"

1943, MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN WASHINGTON IN NOVEMBER

"While the Senate struggles,” Miss Wells sald today, "to
stiffen 1ts members to meet the postwar orisls, the League of Women Voters
has undertaken to help etiffen the people, Sixty thousand men and women
under league leadership have set out to reach millions of citizens indivi-
dually, person to perason, not to propegandize but to help them lay aside
doubts and fear and fortify them for the time when the Tateful cholce
will be made."

Explalining the league's methodg, Miss Wells said, "the
league's new means of reaching the people is not a subetitute for, but an
addltion to, all the familiar devices of bther organlzations. It
carries its message to those who do not seek 1% in apeeches and pamphlets
and broadcasts -~ to the preoccupledy the indifferent, those who do not
realize the cholce is theirs to make. Becaaue the idea 1s B0 new, though
80 slmple, and demands so much of so many, 1% demands much also of the

board, who must make plans to carry it out,*
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Suppoase, as one inatance, the conversationallst finds someone
who gays he had thought he was in favor of cooperating with the reast of the

world but he does not trust Russla.

Recalling quickly the league tenét -- don't argue, Just drop a
geed for thought -- the league member who knows her stuff would pick up thils
cue to ask the doubter: First, whether he would really feel more secure to
have us go it alone, knowing that if Russia also found herself going it
alone, she would almost certainly decide that for her own safety she must

make herself as strong as possible.

Second, whether it might not be better to assure Russia by our

own actions th&t we accept the need for international cooperation and mean
to get along with the world on that basis if we can, hoping that she will
be convinced that her interests also lie in that direction.

"It sounds simple -~ if you're interested in foreign polivy --
to adopt this method of reaching the people who may not go to meetings or
read papers or listen to addresses on the radlo," sald Miss Wells, "But
we find there is many a woman who would make a speech to a great meeting
with less timidity than to talk to someone she doesn't know. That 1s,
until she has done it. Then i1t becomes an adventure, and 1t brings a

great sense of achievement and a great sense of freedom from frustration."

1943,
(Prom "Citizens All", publighed by National Leagne of Women Voters).

Our party system is supposed to help people make slmple cholces.
But parties, though they have done an exeellent Job in organizing the
voters, have falled to formulate governmental issues slmply and
unequivocally and to nominate candidates pledged to those policies. They
have instead kept an ear to the groumd trying to guess what! lssues and
candiditesr would appeal most to a varied electorate, They have followed,

not led, publio opinioN. « + s« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ s s & &
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One organization, the League of Women Voters, 1s already experil-
menting in presenting the people with simple choices on affalrs of govern-
ment. It is an idea already faintly adumbrated in various other quarters
and later other organizations may rise up to carry it out. For, it 1is
unthinkable that at the moment when the danger to democracy has been
averted only by the skin of our teeth, there shall not be a
renaissance of zeal to establish in fact the ideal of democratlic govern-

ment here and everywhere.

1943,
(From ‘Citizens All)

Only gradually have the Ameriean people begun to worry about
the kind of government a great nation needs. Reallzatlon of the need for
a government by and for the people as distinguished from by and for groups
of speBial interests has suddenly’ become acute. S0 has realization of the
inadequacy of time-honored attempte to arouse people to thelr
responsibility for government. There are more individuals than the sum
total of members of special groups. Millions of potentially responsible
oitizens cannot be reached wholesale. Preaching and teaching citizenship

in mass 18 not enough.

80 a new idea 1s born: 1let us attend less to "the electorate,"

more to the individual. Immediately that idea begets another: milllons
of individual Americans do not need preaching and teaching. Each needs
only to realize that his own opinion really counts and inevitably spreads
from person to person. Each needs only to know that beneath every compli-
cated political issue there lies a simple policy upon which by virtue of
his own everyday experience he is competent to pass.

For two years the League of Women Voters has put into practice

the idea of person to person conversatlions on lssues of the day and of
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presenting simple cholces to which the citizen may respond with an in-
telligent yes or no. In doing this, League members have dlscovered for
themselves that the citlzen 1s oftener frustrated and bewlldered than

indifferent and irresponsible, That released from a sense of obligation

to know all the answers to measures and plans, he readiiy agsumes res-

ponsiblility to make simple cholces.

1944,
(From "Citizens All".)

UNDERSTANDING GOVERNMENT

Whatever system of government a democracy possessed, the
better 1t is understood, the better 1t will work,

Three features of our national government are outs$anding. One,
goverawent by representation, we share with other democracies. Two are
unique, the dual system and separation of powers.

Imagine the plight of a gueet on a quiz program if asked which
of the three i1s most democratic! Shall he reply: separation of powers,
a device to protect the people against a united and therefore strong
government? No, because 1t i1s no better adapted to our democracy than,
for example, the parliamentary system is to the English democracy.
Indeed we are told that the separation of powers was provided in the
Constitution due to the influence of a French writer, Montesquieu, who
erroneougly believed it to be the English system and thus condueive to
the freedom of the people.

Shall the reply be: the dual system 1s most democratic, under
which each citizen has two governments, state and national? No, that
provision was included in the Constitution as a trade to win support for
a natiopal government from the states jealous of their vested interests.
Of itself the dual system is neither democratic nor undemocratic. It 1s
true, however, that as the country gpows larger, a Judicious division of

governmental functions between state and national helps the cltlzen %o
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particlpate politically, a sine qua non of democracy.

Obviously, the third, the representative feature of our demo-
cracy, ls least often praised as being democratiec. Indeed about
reyresentative government cluster most of the fallacies betrayed in the
words "democratic" and "undemopratic!. The respective role of the
citizens and of their representatives is blurred in the minds of many

Americans. Delegating responsibility and suthority seems to eome a

surrender of natural rights. Leadership becomes suspect as "undemocratic'.

Perhaps nowhere do words get in the way of understanding more
frequently than in this very matter of government by representation.
Government officials themselves are fond of emphasizing the fact that
they are the servants of the people. But if servants are supposed to do
only what they are told to do, the use of the word is misleading. It is
good to remember that a government official i1s the servant of the people
is that the people retain the power to "hire and fire", but it is impor-
tant to remember also that the people elect their representatives
preciesly because things have to be done that the people can't do them-

sélves.

194k,
(From "Citizens All" published by the National League of Women Voters)

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATIONS ARE THESE

* o« + + s o« o o oThe individual joins an organization in order
to pursue its purpose. The guarantee to members must be that the purpose
is pursued, that it shall not be changed without majority assent and
that they exercise a choice of leadership for that purpose. . . . . . .

For Americans with their flair for organization, there is always
the danger that pre-occupation with machinery and procedure may become a
habit; accomplishing a2 purpose, alas, less often does. Yet purpose is

the sine qua non of voluntary organization. . . . .Leaders should be
chosen for their ability to interpret and promote it. The structure of the
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organlzation should facilitate constant and direct interpretation and
promotion of that purpose. A short-time organization for an immediate
purpose may not suffer from transgression of these principles. An organ-
ization of longstanding, however, especially in the changing world of the
twentleth century, may find that the words of a purpose themselves have
changed in meaning. It may find that the original methods for implemente

ing a purpose no longer apply.

It 1s then tha®t the organizatlon must hold fast to general

principles of gpooup action. It ie then that by-laws, purpose, structure
must be re-examined., It is then that an organization must put itself to
the pain and trouble of refitting iteelf to the time and situation,
remembering that new wine must be put into fresh wine skins "else the

new wine will burst the skins and itself will be lost."

March 7., 1944,

Dear State League President:

For your consideration I am submitting to you as provided in
Artlcle XV of the By-Laws, proposed revisions of those by-laws, both
those that have originated with the Natlional Board and from other sources.
You will find when you consider them that they all relate to the status
of the members and of the local Leagues to which members belong. They
are designed to unite the members in a common purpose to which they
assent and to provide the means by which they may participate more fully,
more directly and more frequently in making and carrying out policies and
methods. The By-Laws as revised give the Board's answer to the
question: How can the LWV fit 1tself to help the country meet the

challenge of these times? The Convention must give the final answer and
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the wisdom of its declisions will depend upon the kind of consideration
the proposals are given in every local Leagu€. . « « « o o« « « o &

If League members everywheP® are like those of us now serving
on the National Board they will find some difficulty in opening their
minds even to the possibility that any new structure could be better than
the one to which they are accustomed. That tendency to cling to the familiar
is 80 much a part of human nature that I sometimes think it must be nature's
safeguard against undue rashness. The National Board, after two years of
consi@eration, is unanimous in recommending adoption of these revised
By-Laws.

No one will question the fact that today world conditions have
changed, whether we like it or not. Most of us realize that the U, 8. 1s

the world's proving ground of democracy -- that many countries look to

ours to demonstrate whether a democracy can or cannot maintain the kind J&

government free men need. We all want to help. We know that the gap
between the electorate and their government should be bridged. It may be
that some new citizens' organizatton, product of these times, would better
flt the needs of the times than one of longstanding and settled habits.
I for one would be content to leave it to others, if I were not convinced
that the LWV possesses certain assets others have not acquired: the eye
of the League has always been upon government. Whether the kind of atten-
tion 1t has given to government fits it or unfits it to rise to the
challenge of today is for the LWV itself to declde. . . . « « « ou

Marguerite M. Wells,

President
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