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3 May 1921,

Mrs, Andreas Ueland,
Calhoun and Richfield Ave.,
Minneapolis, Minn,

My dear Mrs. Ueland:

Will you permit me on behalf of the Children's
Buream to offer congratulations to the League of Women Voters and
to you personally on the record of achievement at the last legis-
lative session.

The Street Trades bill and the increasing of the
maximum aid under the County Allowance law were measures which this
department was especially anxious to see enacted and I believe that
both statutes will mean a larger and a better life for the children
of the state, who most need protection, For those who have labored
with the legislature as patiently and unselfishly as you have, there
is no more appropriate reward, than the knowledge that your efforts
have given children a wider opportunity for growth and development
and the community the hope of a better citizenship.

The League of Women Voters has set a splendid
| example of disinterested public service during this legislative
session. With a program based upon practical public needs, the
League has stood fast to the principles involved in its requests
and has been willing to see them succeed or fail on their intrinsic
merit, It is refreshing to find an organization courageous enough
to take a positive stand on questions involving general welfare and,
at the same time, unwilling to trade its support or barter its
\idsals. Such a force seems indispensable in our community life,

Yours very sincerely,

m“w Aim-——eu-# e |

Director,
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Miss Marguerite M., Wells,

President ,Minnesota League of
Women Voters,

321 Meyers Arcade,

Minneapolis, Minn,

My dear Miss Wells:

In reply to your letter of May 5th
regarding the "Woman Voter", I am very glad to
enclose my check for 40¢ and would ask that your
paper be sent to me at my home address: 700 Tenth
Ave. SE., Minneapolis.

You are well aware of my very great
interest in the work of the League of Women Voters
and my admiration for the principles upon which it
stands., Our political life is surely in need of
critical study by an organization bound neither by
the traditions of party nor by the pressure of
economica terest.

Very sincerely yours,

:Qf:EIZEL;euvvu‘_/41J1r1ﬂu4htn,‘

Director,




THE UNIVERSITY OF

Mrs. Summ-r T, McEnight,
Chairman of the Fifth Yietric*,
League of ¥Women Voters,
Minnmeapolis.

Dear Mrs, “cinight:

I am very glad indeed of en cpportunity o express my admiration for the
work of the lLeague of Women Voters -- admiration both for the insight of its
leaderes in their grasp of the fundamental problem of democracy, and also for
the tireless energy with which its members cre working for the solution of that
problem,

Only a few years ago it seemed to many that political democracy, in spite
of the long years spent in perfecting its machinery, had failed. The will of the
people seemed no nearer realization than under earlier forms of government.

Today the tide seems turning, and it is dve in large measure to the work of the
Leagues Its leaders saw that the reason the popular will failed to make itself
effective was that there was no popular will, and they set themselves the
gigantic task of making the public think upon its problems, and of evoling,
through edecation, a real will and purpose towerd them.

Th- task is endless and the beginning difficult, but so much the more
astounding is the actual echievement o’ these first few years, an achievement
that is a tribute more adecuate than words to the stetesmanlike wisdom and
heroic persistence of those who are carrying on this work. Certainly no move-
ment of the dav can comp:re with it in its promise for the realization of in-
telligent democracy.

With heartiest good wishes for the success of the work, I am,
Sincerely yours,

lHorman Wilde




STIMER, GALE & RICHARDS
Attorneys et Law

November 20, 1922,

Mrs, Henriette T, MoKnight, Chairman,
Fifth Distriot League of Women Vo ers,
é21 Meyers Arcade,

Minneapolis, Minnesota,

My dear Mrs. MoKnight:

I consider the Lesgue of liomen Voters one of the most
wholesome, enspiriting agencies for good in the field of
polities, It has done &s much, if not more than any other
organization, to aequa 'nt women with their obligetions as
voters and to furnish them the informetion which has enabled
them to think and act for themselves. The officers, directors,
and chairman are to be congratuddted and shovld be encoureged
to continue the good work.

Sincerely yours,

Pred. B, 8nyder.
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Winston Bros. Co.

Mrs. Sumn-r T, Mefnight,

Chairman, 5th Dist, “eague of Women Voters,
321 Npyers Ancade,

Minneapolis, -“inn.

My dear Mrs., “o“night:

I ask the privilege of saying just a work of encouragement to the
League of Women Voters.

The League of iio en Voters, in my opinion, is doing more than any other
association or organization, political or non-political, along constructive
and practicel lines, for the education of both meng and women in the state
to an intelligent exercise of their right of franchise.

Very truly yours,

We U, Winston.
Chairman Board of Directors
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CITY OF MIYNEAFOLIS
Office of the Mayor.

Sumner 1, Meknight,
; Meyers Arcade,
Mirmespolis, Minn,

r d~ar Mrs. MeKnight:

Replying to your letter of November 17th, I wish to say to the ¥ifth
District League of VWomen Voters, through vou, that I am very much interested
in the work of the League. + believe that you are e real problem to the
office-seekers; to the best of them difficult, and to my judgment absolutely
necessLry.,

The greztest problem, I think, before the country today is beeching
people how to vote, This is, of course, a metter of continuel work es each

cempaign is di fferent, and I am therefore enthusiastic over your work and
believe that it is of great wvalue.

Youwre truly,
George £, Leach,

Veyor
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THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Minneapolis, “innesota.

Vrs., Sumnér T. MeKnight, Chelirgen,
League of Women Voters,
Kinneapolis, Minn.

¥y dear “re., McKnight:

I amwery glad to meet your suggestion in regerd to the work of the lLeapgue
of Women Voters. The reason is thut the work which rou ere doing and thw work

which the schools are trying to do mre so enelogous that, if I should commend
the schools, I must commend the *“eague of Women ‘oters.

Your absolute fairness, the acumen displeyed in svoiding ecriticism for
pertisan leanings, and the high ideals which you have set for yourselves,
together with large, generous altruism in the work which you are doing , mak e
this organization of the League of Vomen Votere invaluable in the community.
It ie a distinet pleasure to be able to spesk so highly of any orgenization
which bas for its aim the raising of the political standerds of the community.

With very best wishes for your continued sudcess, I am,

Hespectfully vours,

We F « tebster,

whi:EW. Sunerintendent of Echools




District Court,
Bdward F. laite, Judge.

Nov, 22, 1922,

Mrs. Sumner T, YoKnight,
Chairman Fifth District,
Loague of Women Voters,
Mirneapolis.

¥y decr lrs,. Ydefnight:

May + take the opvortunity of tomorrow' s neeting to offer to you
end the Fifth Uistrict Leag'e my grestings and congratulations. T have
been much interested in the growth and development of the lesgue of
Women Voters, locally and in its stete and netional organizetione. Its
fine educational work, its persistent avoidance of the pertisen attitude in
politics, and ites sane ami yet progressive stand upon publie questions
generally, have commanded my edmiration.

I trust the League will long contimue to be as wisely managed ard
ags useful to the community as it has been herotofore.

Sineerely yours,

Edward F, Vaite.




Nov. 22n, 1922.

Mrs., Sumner T. MeKnight, Chairman,
£ifth District League of Viomen Voters,
321 Yeyers Arcade,
Minneapolis, Minn.
My dear Mrs, MeKnight:

Parmit me to congratulate you and your organiz:ction for the most
excellent work you have done in advancing the civic ideels of our
cormmunity.

We need the sctivities of just such an organization as yours to help
our people teke their duties es citizens seriously enough to give us real

efficiency in government.

i shing vou still grea‘er success in the years to come; + am
0 . : . L] ]

Yours verv truly
o v »

Willian *. bBunze.

( Vice-Pres. Harguette Trust




:".;1.3 ™ E'UV"'I'FEY‘ Te J"'\?-‘ﬂi :ht’
321 “eyers Arcade,
Minmespolls, Minn,

Dear Henriette:

While + believe in parties in national politics, although perhaps not
ecessarily in state and municipal politics, I em of the opinion that the league
of Women Voters is not inconesistent with that ides. I can conceive of the
‘pague of lomen Yoters s & great political university, where those who truly
love our country may come to study its greatest needs without prejudice,

It geams to me thet the great prime need in politics of today is
statesmen, but how few we find. le need men who will not sidester when matters
of prineiple are involved, I1f then % understand correctly the ideal for which
the lLeague of liomen Yoters was founded, it is to be an organizatiorn thet
endeavors to see that the game of politics is played fairly, that without
partiganshin gives opmortunities for men seeking office to exres= their
prineiples and platforms, end in that way give the voter a chmnce to understand
and then aquietly go to the polls snd cast an inkelligent vote, If this is

your plan it then sursly should have a grest future,

.

ery truly yours,

Charles Y, Lovey

(Vice-fresident, Vashburn~Crosby Cos)




The Unive rsity of Minnesota.

Nov. 25, 1922.

Mrs. 5. T, He¥night,
321 Meyers Arcade,
Minneapolis, “inn,

My dear Mrs. Mc®night:

It hae been a pleasure to follow the work of the “eague of iomen ‘oters,
not merely because of the interest of the “eague in politicel auestions but
because of its constructive program. I sincerely hope that the efforts of
the “eague wil) be contimued. I am, however, convinced that & knowlegge of
the political history of our country and its govermmentel orgenization only
will prove hopelessly ineffective in dealing with many of our exceedingly com-
plex current pro-lems, 4 student of politics merely will not hove the basis
or the bhackgroind for the exercise of intelligent citizenship., Int-~lligent
citi zenghip must inevitably rest largely unon a knowlecge of a great wvariebty
of questions and issues that are social, economic, industriel and educe! ional
as wall as political., ODociebr is so organie, and its verios agencies and
activities go interdenendent, that a knowledge of gm many of the major fielde
of human activity es is possible is necessary for the intelligent exercise of
one 8§ rights as an ‘merican citizen, The prohlem, therefore, of training
citizens is difficult end uniaue, but it represents the great orportunity-as
well as an urgert necessity in this country,

-]

%

Democracy cannot pessibl:r survive, in my judgnme xocent it is dbased
upon & high level of pgeneral training for ite citize me Ly Wa have
been gradually increasing the smomt of education fc / In 1840

e average citizen of this country received 208 days of schoolinge. In 1870
582, Today he receives sajething over 1200 days, ne of the
a8 that we heve passed on to our children is that of & better edu-
ourselves have resceived, but we did it not because of selfish
but lergelv because we understood and saw, in most cases, that the
the next generation would be fer more difficvlt, more i icate and
numerous than thosze of the preceding generation and thut more training would
required for thair solution. There is no ore, I presume who would venture to
that the problems of 1922 are not as much more di £fficult than those of 1870

those of 1870 wers mor~ diffienlt than thosgse of 1840, 4“or is there anyvon

.

i presume, who would venture to say thut the problems of the rext few years

will not be more difficult than those of the nresent time, Ubviously then if we are
to deal with those préblems we ghall be oblig~d to in-rease the amount of school-
ing which our people recaive and to improve the shhools,

The “eague of uomen Yoteves has helped with thris progrem, end it las encour-
aged other sgencies to assist, Dut, of course. the probdem of citizenship is ne
more & n»roblem for wom n than it is for men. Furthermore, it is not a metter for
thi e generation alone. Hope ultimetely lies with the next generation an' with
what we :re able to do for it, but we shonld he remiss in our duty if we did not
do 8ll we can to make the passing pgenera ion more keenly sensitive to its obli-
gations mnd resronsibilities,

Cordially yours,

(President, U. Of Minn.)




ixtract from a letter from Mr. Harold Knutson,
House of Reoresentatives,
m

Wfashington,

December 17th, 192

sav that T reglize the rood work that

women of Minnesota are doing in civic and political

I appreciate very much yonr he

Ut son




L. A. BARNES

B. M. BENSON

GEO. A. BORG

0. K. DAHLE

M. H. GEHAN

A, C. KNUDSEN

H. A. MONTGOMERY

OF MINN
s"’sﬁ ESO?%
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Forty-Rurth Session
SAINT PAUL

BANKS AND BANKING
8. T. McENIGHT, Chairman

JOS. H. MASEK
A. 8. PEARSON
JOS. A. QUINN

L. C. ROSETTER
C. J. SALMONSON
I, C. UNDLIN

A. L. YIEGEL




Pittsburg Bureau of Governmental Research,

21?2 Oliver Avenue

January 10,

£ ¥
1659 Hennepin Avenue,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Desr Mrs.,

I sincerely appreciate more than I can tell you in
these few words the very kind expression of yourself and
'vour organization of the efforts I made.to contribute to
hetter government in Winneaﬁélin.’?l felt always an
assursance of a strong right hend in eny efforts for good
government in the personnel of the League. One of my
pleasentest recolleotions of my stey in Minneapolis was the
opportunity to cooperste wirh yourself and members of ‘the
League in a number of civie enterprises, not the least of
which were the reorganization ofgstate government and a
oroposel for a new city charter. lieit her one reached 100%

of our esmbitions, but I have always felt that we did meke

(=]

progress, and that has been satisfaction enough, Others
will come to build on what has been begun, and ultimately
the city and state will, T hope, be the hetter for the
efforts put forth.

R R R R e R N R N R

F. L. Qlsen;

Associste Director,
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The District (_)f_Minpesota and the Dakotas

LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS
Minnesota

OSCAR E. ASHTON
Pipestone, Minnesota

Division No. l—Albert Lea, Austin,
Blue Earth, Fairmont, Jackson,
Laneshoro, Luverne, Mankato,
Pipestone, Rochester, Tracy, Wi-
nona and Worthington.

E. A. PETERSON
Willmar, Minnesota

Division No. 2—Alexandria, Anoka,
Benson, Fergus Falls, Glenwood,
Minneapolis, Montevideo, Maorris,
Olivia, Ortonville, Red Wing,
Saint Cloud, Saint Paul, South
Saint Paul and Willmar,

L. W. DOOLEY

Hibbing, Minnesota

Division No. 3—Bemidji, Chisholm,
Crookston, Detroit Lakes, Duluth,
Hibbing, International Falls,

Meorhead and Virginia.

¥

B!

GOVERNOR

DR. E. G. DeMOTS
Minot, North Dakota

IMMEDIATE PAST GOVERNOR

DR. W. A. COVENTRY
700 Fidelity Bldg.
Duluth, Minn.

SECRETARY-TREASURER

R. ARMISTEAD GRADY
808 Wolvin Bldg.
Duluth, Minnesota

Office of the
GOVERNOR

B

F

LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS

North Dakota
CONRAD L. KJERSTAD
Valley City, N. D,
Division No. l1—Casselton, Ender-
lin, Fargo, Grand Forks, Hankin-
somn, Jamestown, Lisbon and
Valley CHy.
H. W. SWENSON
Devils Lake, N. D.

Division No. 2—Bismarck, Carring-
ton, Crosby, Devils Lake, Harvey,
Mandan, Minot and New Rockford.

South Dakota
J H. LAMMERS
Wessington Springs, 8. D.

Division No. 1__Brookings, Madison,
Mitchell, Parker, Sioux Falls,
Wessington Springs and Yankton.

C. D. STERLING

Redfield, 8. D.

Division No. 2—Aberdeen, Hot
Springs, Huron, Lead, Plerre, Red-
field, Watertown and Waebster.
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Iatter fram My As Rs Hetten

e the part played by the iesgue of Women Voters
in the sampeign for retention of the Uity Nansger plan,

Eys, Ralph Tyler
League of vomen Voters
Bulkley Building
Clevelani, Ohie.

iy dear Nrm, Tylers

I ¢csnnot let the opportunity pnes of expressing ny profownd admire$iom
for the brillisnt andl effective work done by She Cleveland League of Fomen
Voters in its recent campuign in defense of the Clevelsnd Oity Charter. The
situat fon in Clevelant was extraordinsry. Apstly, indifference, snd in too
meny ceses sheer cowardice, kept most of the men silent and imactive who might
have supplied the necessary lesdersidp, I know from experience just how diffis-
cult and dishartening = caspaign can de under such circumstances. It ips ne
eupty ocompliment teo the vietors to sey that the wamner ia which the League
stepped {nte the treach in the line of civig defense left by the slscker mnle
voters was boyond sll praise., 1 congratulate the Cleveland Lesgue of Wemen
Yoters on »n 41ffieult plece of work worthily done, SEI)l more I congratulate
the oity of Cleveland timé in swh @ elvie erisis it should have had 2a organi-
zat fon willing and sble to fumish that devoted and wiwelfish lesdership which
is the only sort of lesdershiy through whioh permanant eivie advenee is ever
WO,

In the regent csupeisgn the lesgue of Vemen Voters really won twe
victories, & viotory for the right aud s vietory for right methods, Hven & good
ocsvee moy sometimes be made to prevall through the smployment of tsetics which peve
the way for ultibmte defent, Jo such mistake was mede by the Lesgue in fhe
Cleveland canpeign. There were no compronises, deals or efforts o mizlesd the
voters. Dependense throughout the campaign was placed upon gelting the case for
the Charter bdefore the votars, removing their misconvepiions, persaading them to
moet their eivie responsibility by voting, snd seelng to it that the eleetion
was homestly conducted. Thus the lLeague has made a splendid demonstration fer
Cleveland of the political effectivencss of straight-forwerd campuign methods.

#ish very best wishes for the futwre of the Leegue of Vomen Voters in
Cloveland, I am

Siacurely yours,
ds R, latton
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Extract from Letter to Mrs. F. W. Wittich from
Hector MacPherson, Chairmen, Interim Commission on Administrative Reorganization

Thirty-Fifth Legislative Assembly, Oregon

"In going over the literature of govermmentsl reform I have

noticed several references to the valuable and intelligent aid given the

movement in Minnesota by your Minnesota League of Viomen Vote's, I believe,

therefore, that a letter from you might assist matedally in getting the

attention of the women of Oregon."




Mrs. Frances Buell Olson

National President

Degree of Honor Protective Degree of Honor Building
Association St. Paul, Minn.

..311"{.1

Fourteenth
1593500 o
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THE MINNEAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY

W. H. BREMNER, RECEIVER

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,,

January 29, 1934.

Miss Ruth H., Mitchell, President,
League of Women Voters,
914 Marquetie Ave.,Minneapolis,Minn,

Dear liss Mitchell:

1
=

the purpose of congratulating you and your association on
splendid work which you have been carrying on.

I am teking the liberty of writing you foz
th

We are living in a period which seems to
mark the beginning of great changes in our social and industrial
orders, the ultimate outcome of which it appears impossible for
anyone to definitely forecast. It ies a time when every citizen
should be taking a personal interest in the affairs of govern-
ment, to the end that he may be watchful to guard his own rights,
privileges and liberties,as well as those of his fellow citizene,
against loss or abridgment by reason of adoption of measures which,
though proclaimed as only temporary, may become permanent. Your
association, in its endeavor to interest our women voters in
problems of government, and to bring to them a realization of their
duties and responsibilities as citizens, deserves every possible
encouragement.

You have my best wishes for continued success

in your undertaking.
Very sincerely yours,
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June 18%th,
1942

Mr, Kenneth C Peunebaker, Director,
Civil Service Departument,

State Office Building,

St, Panl, Miunesota

My dear Ve, Pennebakey; =

The Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters, appreciatiung the fact
that vou ave at this time making a decision as to whether to remain as
director of the Civil Service Department of the State of Minnesota or %o
gserve the country in another eapacity, wished me to send to you the
following expression of their sentiments, not in an attempt to influence
your decision but so that you may consider these facts with the others,

We have had veel oprortunity of seeing at first hand how very effective
you have been, not only in setting up our wmerit system but in carrying it
throush the trying days which it has slready faced, including the leglse
lative session and the difficulties caused by the war,

We know that turnover in administrative and technical personnel handicaps
any agency and has already handicapped the Civil Service Department,

We feel keenly that even in a war period we muet recognize the adminise
tration of state and local services as & part of the total war effors

and must naintaln them at as effective a level as possible,

Thile the Miunnesotse League of Women Voters stamds ready to do all withia
its power to help maintain the merit system which is established, whether
vour decision is to leave or to remain, we do want you to know that we
would look to the future with a much zreater feeling of sureness and
optimism if we knew that we could be working with you as the director

of the Civil Service Department,

Very sincerely yours
»

Mrs. Philip § Duff,
Prosident




THE MINNEAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY

W. H. BREMNER, RECEIVER

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,,

~r
sV,

Mitchell, President,
League of Women Voters,
quette Ave. ,Minneapolis;Minn.

Miss lMitchell:

In reply to the gquestion contained in
o i

your letter of February eighteenth, would say that I have
o o 3
to your making use of a quotation

20+h 41 < a1 ~AF
29th in any or all of

Yours very




FAY CRAVENS Stato Of minno So‘ta SOLDIERS' BONUS AND SOLDIERS' HOME

SENATOR 55TH DISTRICT SENATE CHAMBER TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
MILACA, MINNESOTA CIvIL ADMINISTRATION

3 i@ " PuBLIC WELFARE

GAME AND FISH
AVIATION

Milaca, Minn., Sept. 20, 1935. e
Mrs. Bert Carr,
Elk River,
Dear Mrs. Carr:

I have your letter in regard to the Wommn's League of Voters
and their efforts to contaect members of the legislature on measures
in which they are interested, and in which you ask how I view the
letters ani contaets of your organization. /Personally I am very
anxious to get the views and opinions of the members of your organi-
zation in regard to legislation. ;t is a big help in studying
all sides of such questions. In faet I feel that the legislator
is not contacted often enough by organizations of the people and
a great deal of the time he is left to try and figure out how the

people view pemnding measures, with no help or suggestions at ally)
I feel that your organization could well go much further then

they do on legislative matters and take up a wider range of problems.
The taxation question is of vital importance to 2ll, and should have
their careful study, the liquor problem with the inereasing slaughter
of people on the highways, the expenditures of huge sums of money
1ike the proposed new inséne asylum which I think Yg$f# is unneces-
sary eand could have been better arranged by merely adding to the
present ayslums at much less cost, the control of the lawmaking bodies
of the state and nation by corporations in a secret manner by corrupt
methods, the evasion of taxes on billions of property of which the
owners are well able to pay, the problem of the wunemployed which after
all is the leading problem of today. If your organization could




FAY CRAVENS $tato Of mtnno so.ta SOLDIERS' BONUS AND SOLDIERS' HOME

SENATOR 55TH DISTRICT SENATE CHAMBER TELEP}!O:E AND TELEGRAPH
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take time to follow good legislative measures into the committee
rooms and see that they are given consideration it would be a big help
in getting some real legislation passed. I know of several good
measures in the interest of the people of the state that were quietly

smothered to death in the committee rooms becuase enouzh pressure could

not be brought toie their condideration

I velieve I(ms ! something to you sbout the difficulty we had with
such measures as were asked by the state welfare board in behalf of
mothers pensions, eréppled children, etec. Miss Johnson, who re-
presented the welfare board, worked like a Trojan to get consideration
of the measures and was quite suceessful. ¥ot there were members of
the Senate who tried to object to her presence there, and to deprecate
the bills she was trying to get acted upon. If she could have brought
in a large delegation of wollmen at the hearings who would insist on
action being taken her work would have been much less difficult, for
the members of the legislature as a rule cannot be depended on to do

anything unless some pressure is brought.
In closing I might say that I still think that the measure I

introduced at the last session that would automatically result in
the legislature being ome body, and half men and half women, would
be a very decided step forwwmrd in lawmgking. We are not going to get
rid of a lot of the corruption and other evils, that I will not mention,

in the legislature until women have & large voice in its activities.




FAY CRAVENS gtate Of Jﬁian so-ta SOLDIERS' BONUS AND SOLDIERS' HOME

SENATOR 55TH DISTRICT SENATE CHAMBER TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH

MILACA, MINNESOTA CIVIL ADMINISTRATION

PuBLIC WELFARE
3o L]
@’ GAME AND FISH

AVIATION
LABOR

3.

¥ At the present time the only way the women of our state can have

| any voice in lawmaking in the state is by means of such organizations
a8 the Womemns' Deague of Voters, and surely they can do much to im-
prove legislation by studying the measures that are introduced and taking
and active part in contacting members of le gislature with #¥F## their
opinions and suggestions. I can say for one that I welcome their

assistance.

yours Very Respectfully, -




HAROLD KNUTSON

HOME ADDRESSES:

ST. CLOUD, MINN.
WADENA, MINN.
COMMITTEE

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
WAYS AND MEANS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

September 31, 1935

Mrs. Bert Carr,
Elk River, Minnesota.

In reply to vour letter of September 20 let me say
I ar at all times happy to receive the views of your
anization on public questions.

It has been mv observation that the League of Women
Voters are verv well informed on public questions, and

they probably come as near to being a cross-section of
our social structure as any organization I know of.
I hops that I may continue to have the benefit of your

views snd reacticns in the future as in the past.
With personal regards, I am

Yeurs very t

HK +BWS
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COPY (ORIGINAL IN T.P. CAMPAIGN FILE)

STATE EMERBENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
Federal Building, Fifth and Wabasha
St. Paul, Minnesota

February 6, 1936

Miss Ruth H., Mitchell

State President

Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

For some time I have wished to write you expressing my personal
appreciation for the activities of the League of Women Voters in further-
ing the cause for a higher type of public service. I feel that youfrLeague
in advocating this cause is getting at the very heart of efficiency in go-
vernment and laying the foundation for a new structure in public adminis-
tration,

It is recognized in business that a man must be picked for the job
to be done, and the success of the job stands or falls on the qualifications
of the man doing it. This almost obvious principle is less well recognized
in governmental activities, I think because, theoretically at least, the
motive in business is more or less lacking and there has not been substi-
tuted the infinitely higher motive of conspicuous achievement. The result
is that public service too often bedomes the pillow of incompetency and the
reward of the self-seekers, Offices are not alms to be given to men indigent
of ability. When beggars give alms the silver is too often a quid pro quo,

The current activities of your league are focusing attention on the
whols problem, and without being fulsome in the least, I may say that your
work undoubtedly heralds a new era in public service.

I hope you continue this work with unflagging energy and enthusiasm,

Sincerely yours,

Benjamin E. Youngdahl, Director
DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICE




STATE EMFRGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
Federal Building, Fifth and Wabasha
St. Paul, Minnesota

February 6, 1936

Miss Ruth H, Mitchell

State President

Minnesoia League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

For some time I have wished to write you expressing my personal
appreciation for the activities of the League of Women Voters in further-
ing the cause for a higher type of public service. I feel that your
League in advocating this cause is getting at the very heart of effi-
ciency in government and laying the foundation for a new structure in
public administration.

It is recognized in business that a man must be picked for the
Job to be done, and the success of the job stands or falls on the quali-
fications of the man doing it. This almost obvious principle is less
well recognized in govermmental activities, I thinl because, theoreti-
cally at least, the motive in business is more or less lacking and there
has not been substituted the infinitely higher motive of conspicuous
achievement. The result is that public service too often becomes the
pillow of incompetency and the reward of the self-seekers. Offices are
nct alms to be given to men indigent or ability. When beggars give
alms the silver is too often a guid pro guo.

The current activities of your league are focusing attention
on the whole problem, and without being fulsome in the least, I may
say that your work undoubtedly herakds a new era in public service.

I hope you continue this work with unflagging energy and en-
thusiasm,

Sincerely yours,

Benjamin E. Youngdahl, Director
DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICE




February 18, 1954

lire Ve Hy Dremser, Receiver

The Jioneapolis & Ste Louls Railroad Conmpany
Transportation Building

317 Second Aveane South

Hmeapolis, Mlmmesota

iy dexr I, Dremer:

Your letter of Jamary 29 congratulating the IMimnesotz Leagus
of VWomen Vobtars on the work we are attenpbing to carry om, wos one
of the most echeering things vhich has happened in thls new year,
Sugh appreciantion expressed as clearly as you did it, gives us all
an impetus which will ecarry on for some times Too often people
who appreciate what we are attempting %o do fail to tell us, vhile
those who object to ouwr method of study Lefore setlon alumys tell
usg of owr ineffectiveness,

Jould you have any objestion to cur using a quotation from
your letter as we have the remarks from the Bemidji editor, as
per the enclosed leaflet, or in a colleetion of comments from
soveral Minnesota men which we are colleeting? Ve would appre-
ciete the privilege of doing this,

th real appreciation of your letter, I am

sincerely yours,

Buth H, Mitchell
President
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EDWARD J. LEE
Lawyer
822-829 Iumber Exchange Bldg.
Minneapolis

May 4, 1936

Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Ladies:

May I compliment your organization on the stand that you have
always taken in favor of a more effective and efficient civil service.

I was immensely pleased to learn of the stand taken by your
recently re-elected national President, Miss Wells, on this important
phase of our municipal, state and national life,

The Leagueof Women Voters has done more than any other agency
to promote good government and to sustain the ideals and purposes of
civil service. The Minneapolis group is to be congratulated on their
sustained interest in civil service,

Very sincerely,

Edward J. Lee

(Onetime member of Minneapolis
Civil Service Commissiong
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FRED SCHILPLIN
FRESIDENT-PUBLISHER TIMES BUlLDING SAakt NS SRR
. LEASED WIRE SERVICE

ST. CLOUD, MINN.

August 7,1936

¥rs.Harold G.Cant
Minneapolis Minnesota

Dear M¥rs.Cant:

Enclosed is the outline you mailed me,

Permit me to thank the Minneapolis
League of Women Voters for their fine public spirited
prO%ram in bringing these matters before the general
public. I believe more organizations like yours would
act as a definite encouragement in bringing more people
into active political life, the type of people who are
interested in better government,

Usually every organization which wishes
to help a candidate bring himself before the public wants
money in exohange;or some consideration, and if neither

are forthcoming ,the candidate can look to himself to get
what support he can,

The very non-partisan motif of your
organization is praiseworthy, and we have a chapter of
your league in St.Cloud which has proven its worth to
the community many times,

Very truly yours,

Cord W suunenier

Uarl Hennemann
Democratic Nominee for
Secretary of State




STATE BOARD OF CONTROL STATE OF MINNESOTA DIVISION OF COORDINATED
L. G. Foley, Chairman STATE BOARD OF CONTROL FIELD SERVICE

C. R. Carlgren ST. PAUL Benj. E. Youngdahl, Director
Anna O. Determan

May 6, 1937

Miss Helen Horr
Executive Secretary
League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

1

hose who are interested in a sound and
progressive welf program in Minnesota, I wish to take this
meane of expressing my sincere appreciation to you and the
state League of Women Voters for the excellent and effective
work which has been carried on furthering welfare legislation.
It is my personal opinion that Chapter 343 (Senate File 49)
would not now be law were it not for the active suppert of
your organization and other similar groups. This law is
distinct step in the right direction.
in terms of social legislation in this state.

ge of other welfare legislation which seem
suppose it is too optimistie to

I trust that we might continue to expesct the support of your
far-reaching organization for the continued development and
sound operation of an effective and equitable public welfare
program.

Division of Coordinated Field Service

« YO , Biéebtor
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827 Marquette Avenue . Minneapolis, Minn,

October 8, 1937

Mrs. Ruth H. Mitchell, State President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Dear Madam:

This 1s merely to add a word of appreciation
of the work which your organization is doing in behalf of
civil Service in this State. I followed your actlvlties
in behalf of a Civil Service bill with great interest during
the last session of the leglslature, and it is to be greatly
regretted that our public officlals are possessed of the
politiclen's complex in such degree as to lnsist on making
a sham of Civil Service. It is my conviction that a rigid
non-political Civil Service law 1s desperately needed in this
State, with the control of its operations far removed from
political influence. My sincere good wishes are with you in
this undertaking, and if there 1is any way in which I can be
of service to your League in helping you to attain your
objective, please do not hesitate to call upon me. As a
member of the Legislative Interim Commission on taxation,
appointed by the 1935 Leglslature, it is my pleasure to
participate in a report on Civil Service which 1s contained
as an appendix in the published report of that commlttee,
submitted to the 1937 session, and a copy of which you un-
doubtedly have in your possession. _/

WRY=-EZ

SAVINGS A CUCO L IN-T S I NSURED ue .0 $ 500 0

MEMRBER: Federal Home Loan Bank System - Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation - United States League of Building, Savings and Loan Associations
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827 Marquette Avenue . Minneapolis, Minn.

Qctober 23, 1937

Ruth H. Mitchell, President
Minmnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Madam:

In your communilcation of October 21, you ask if
I would permit you to publish my opinion relative to Civil
Service 1n Minnesota, and relative to the work of your League
in promoting this much needed reform. You have my psrmission
to use any comment which I may make in this regard in any
way that you may desire and you may be assured that I shall
use every opportunity to publicly endorse your program and
the work of your League. I can do this with a great deal of
enthusiasm for the reason that I have always been an enemy of
the Spolls System 1n politles, and an ardent advocate of just
such a measure as your League 1is proposing. My only concern
is that Civil Service in Minnesota be made so rigidly non-
political that it will be impossible for any politician, or
elected public official, from the Governor down, to dictate or
influence appointment in the public service. This is my politi-
cal creed, and if there 1s anything that I can do to asslst you
in promoting your program, you may feel free to call upon me.
It 1s possible that I may become active in the next political
campaign and, 1f that should happen, I shall use every opportunity
to publicly espouse your cause in this reform.

With best wishes for your sucgdss, I am

SAVYINGS ACCOUNT:S I NSURED ue T O $ 5000

MEMBER: Federal Home Loan Bank System - Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation - United States League of Building, Savings and Loan Associations




UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

CeENTER For CoNTINUATION STUDY
MINNEAPOLIS

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

February 19, 1938

Miss Ruth Mitchell
Minn. League of Women Voters
St. Paul, Minnesota

My dear Miss Mitchell:

Commente on the Conference in Governmental Problems
held under the guspices of the Leauge of Women Voters
on February 3, 4, and 5, have been uniformly favorable,
and I am convinced that it is one of the best insti-
tutes that we have offered. That thie is the case is,
of course, due to the excellence of the instruction and
supervision. On behalf of the University and the staff
of the Center I wish to thank you sincerely for your
part in making the program a success.

. M. Nolte
Director




NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
726 JACKSON PLACE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MISS MARGUERITE M. WELLS
PRESIDENT

March 27,

Mrs. Ellwood Newhart, Acting President
Minnesota League of Women Voters

914 Marquette Avenue

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Newhart:

fhen I was going through the current correspondence the other

day I 'saw copy of a recent form letter from you to your local

Leagues. These words had been penciled in the margin by someone

who had read it here: "Swell--Minnesota and Ohio are wonderful."
Please take your bow.
I am sorry about the storms the civil service bill is encountering.

Faithfully yours,

W'm
MMW: M Preside
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Bepartment of Lahor and Industry i

Fndustrial ommission of Minnesnta T, sTAmKEY
STATE OFFICE BUILDING E. D. McKINNON

SECRETARY
SAINT PAUL EMILY L. OLSON

AsSST. SECRETARY

April ‘22, 1939

Miss Ruth Mitchell

President, Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Ave.

Minneapolis, Minnesota

My dear Miss Mitchell:

The Industrial Commission wishes to express to
you our very sincere appreciation of the work done
by the League of Women Voters to prevent enactment
of H.,F., 1376, an amendment to our present minimum
wage law, While we feel that the present law
governing the establishment of minimum wage rates
may heve some weak spots,tha should be clarified
by future legislation, the proposed measure would
have definitely impaired the effectiveness of minimum
wage activities rether than simplifying procedure.

The cooperation of the League membershlp has
always been most gratifying, but at no time have
I felt that it was more effective than during the
past session of the leglslature when the Department
of Government and Economic Welfare evinced such a
definite interest in the protection of women and
minors through maintaining the provisions of our
present minimum wage law.

Yours very truly,

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF MINNESOTA

Div. of Women & Chlldren.




BOARD OF TRUSTEES g‘- H. E. WHITE,
3 h, ExEcuTIVE SECRETARY
JOHN GUNDERSEN ROCKWELL,
PRESIDENT 2 8 DAISY BROWN,
CommissioNER OF EDucATiON o e : SupeERVISOR OF FIELD AND
¥ RESEARCH SERVICE
STAFFORD KING,
STATE AUDITOR

FRANK YETKA,
CoMMISSIONER OF |NSURANCE

GEORGINA LOMMEN,
MooRHEAD

J. P. VAUGHAN, | TEACHERS’' RETIREMENT
SAINT PAUL

Moy 1, 1959

Ruth H. Mitchell, fresident
apue of Women Yoters
)1l Marquette Avenue
inneapolis, Minnesota

a pleasant task to write
how proud we have all been
League of Women Volers during
1 the old saying
just as much

which he busi

then you, Mrs. Beard,

Horr, and the other Leaguers must
a+

lued at your weight in gold.




STATE OF MINNESOTA

HAROLD E. STASSEN

Gogernor

State Board of Control

DEPARTMENT O F Pl e T G INSTITUTTIONS

STATE OFFICE BUILDING
C. R. CarLGREN, Chairman PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
L. G.Forey »  Anna O. DETERMAN SAINT PAUL Ben). E. Yourncoant, Director

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
Downer MuLLeN, Secretary AID TO THE BLIND

Mw 2’ ]_939 CHILD WELFARE

AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN

Miss Ruth Mitchell, President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
91/ Merquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

The entire staff of the Public Assistence unit of
the State Board of Control expresses appreciation to the Minne-
sota League of Women Voters for your efforts in behalf of ac-
ceptable social legislation in the recent session of the legis-
lature. I have frequently said in public addresses that the
League of Women Voters is one of the few orgenizations in exist-
ence which fights for a cause without having eny ulterior pur-
poses or motives. We feel that you are genuinely interested in
the promotion of sound public welfare administraetion and we
velue your essistance and support towerd thet end.

Sincerely yours,

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

%7,?

Ben jemin < Youngd
bey/aw Director

ce Miss Helen Horr




130 West 48 Street
Minneapolis, Minnesote

July 20, 1939

Miss Helen Horr, Executive Secretery
Minnesota League of Women Voters

914 Marquette Avenue

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Horr:

You have probebly heard that I have accepted a position
as associate professor of social work and assistent to the dean of Univ-
ersity college at Washington university, Saint Louis, Missouri. My
work in the latter position will include the promotion of imstitutes
similar to those being held at the Center for Continuation Study at the
university of Minnesote.

I went to teke this formel meens of extending to you and
to all the officers and members of the League of Women Voters in Minne-
sota my sincere thanks and epprecietion for the support and cooperation
you have given me in the sound development of the various welfare pro-

grams in the state during the last five and a half years. As I have
,Stated on meny previous occasions, I believe that the League of Women
/ Voters in this state has done more than any other single group in en
unselfish way to foster sound public practice. I want you to know that
your effective organization end the persistent support of your member-
ship have undoubtedly been respongible for several very worthy pieces
of socisl legislation.

Inasmuch as I shall be dealing with verious professional
groups in Seint Louis in the development of institutes and other similar
work, I shall appreciate it if you cen find time to write e letter of
introduection to the officers of the League down there. Such a letter
would undoubtedly prove very helpful to me in getting started in my
work,

Sincerely yours,

bey/aw

ce Miss Ruth Mitechell
Mrs. John S. Bauman
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Ruth X, Mitchell, President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minnesapolis, Minn,

Dear Miss Mitchell:

I received your very kind invitation to
attend a convention luncheon on October 3rd, at the Lywry
Motel, I regret that it will be impossible for me to attend
this meeting, much as I should like to, I am certain that
I would enjoy it and I would learn a great deal from the
discussion, I have been interested in the work of La.gislative
Councils and would appreciate the opportunity to hear this
discussion, If there will be printed copies of the talks
available I should enjoy having one,

The League in St, Cloud did have a
splendid meeting, I did'nt know that Miss Horr was given
to exaggerations, but a parently she must be from your
remakks, My talk was very mediocre and I have no cony or
I should be happy to send you one,

o

-

Let me compliment you and the Le.ague
for the splendid work you did at the last Session of the |
Legislature and that yow are continuing to do, I want you |
to know that I appreciate the many helpful things that
\ were done to assist us in our work at the last Session,
/

Tours truly,

O{)M\u V4 @Zﬂ




Associated Industries of Minneapolis .

BRIDGEPORT 6861

MINNEAPOLIS CIVIC COUNCIL

McKNIGHT BUILDING
*

Better BusinessBureau .  Hennepin County Good Roads Ass'n.

Hennepin County Safety Council . Minneapolis Civic & Commerce Ass'n. . Minneapolis Taxpayers Ass’n.

OFFICERS

President
Northwestern Nat'l Life Ins. Co.

DR. CAREL C. KOCH - - -
Vice President
American Journal of Optometry

FRANK E. McNALLY - - -
Treasurer
B. F. Nelson Mfg. Co.

HARLAN NYGAARD - - -
Secretary
Photoplating Co.

DIRECTORS

HUGH ARTHUR
The Dayton Co.

GEO. K. BELDEN
Belden-Nash Co.

J. C. CORNELIUS
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn

= = =« Northern States Power Co.

NEIL CRONIN
= = Cronin, Mitchell & Shadduck
Attorneys

LAURENCE ECGLESTON -
David C, Bell Co.

J. DONALD FRUEN - - - .
= = = = Glenwood Inglewood Co.
EARL GAMMONS - wcco
- Cal bia Broad "ng 'y
A. C. GODWARD

W. H. Barber Co.

TOTTEN HEFFELFINGER -
- = Van Dusen-Harrington Co.

CLARENCE HILL
N. W. Nar'l Bank & Trust Co.

CHARLES HORNBURG - -
Deere & Webber Co.

UFF
- - - Mpls. Honeywell Reg. Co.
KARL HUMPHREY - - - -
General Mills, Inc.

CHARLES F. KEYES - - -
Keyes, Pardee, Solether & Carr.,
Attorneys

5. T. MecKNIGHT
------ 8. T. McKnight Co.

CHARLES C. MASSIE, SR. -
Northrup King & Co.

E. J. O'BRIEN
E. J. O'Brien Co.

C. L. PILLSBURY

Munsingwear, Inc.

RAY RILEY
- National Bushing & Parts Co.

Shaw Motors Co.

ARTHUR J. WALKER - - -
Farnham Stat. & School Sup. Co,

GEORGE WILLIAMSON - -
= = = Williamson & Williamson

EARL WINGET
= = = = Winget Kickernick Co.

SHELDON WOOD
- = Mpls, Elec. Steel Casting Co.

ROBERT WOODWORTH- -
Bardwell-Robinson Co,

*

ALLEN H. SEED, Jr.

Executive Vice President

November 22, 1939

Mrse Harold G. Cant
3400 Zenith Avenue South
Minneespolis, Minnesota

My desar Mrse. Cant:

I understend that the League of Women Voters is planning an
expansion program calling for "more money, more members for
more Democracy."

You and your associates are to be heartily congratulated on
this forward-looking movemente It is easy to "talk" democracy.
It is interesting to compare democracy with foreign idealogies
as if they were all abstract subjects bearing no relation to
practical everyday living. To continue to do this is not only
to invite the destruction of democracy, but to repudiate it

as well,

Democracy is not a dead langusgee It must be used and lived.
It must be kept alive in the smallest unit of government and
it must become part of the creed of every citizen who believes
in the Bill of Rights and other instruments and institutions
associated with "democratic process.”

And so I am particularly glad that the League of Women Voters
is not only recognizing this need, but is doing something con=
structive ebout ite We must have an enlightened citizenry if
we are going to have effective citizem participation in gov-
ernmente The League of Women Voters has done much to bring
this ebouts It can do much more with greater woman power and
resources.

I am certain that your cempaign will be successfule

ALLEN H. SEED, F
Executive Vice President




October Z2lst, 1937

¥ue, 7. R. Youngquist,

c/o Pirst Pederal Savings & Loan Assn.,
327 1 '=rqustte Avermue,

Minneapolis

thank you for your appreciative letter of October
Y:,-:_.;- recognitian of the efforts made on the part of the
iimnesota League of Women Voters to chtain a good civil
seyvice law for this state gives all of us th.. feeling
encourazement which 13 necessary to earry on in such a
difficult undeytaking.

ndeed we have in our office and have distributed among our
ca

m
-J‘

1 Lsagues coples of the Interim Commissionds'sepers which
you refar to in your lettaer.

You ask in your letter if thers is any wey in which you can
be of service tc the Leasme in helping us obt ;LH*- our cBject-
ive. Comments such as youre are of invaluable help to us.
sould yon permit us to pass on your opinion to others whom
we are endeavoring to interest in our work?

Sincerely yours,

Ruth H Mitchell,
President




o/ < Sfhderof Minnedbta .
House of Representatives

et e LAWRENCE M. HALL, Speaker —  —

LAWRENCE M. HALL SAINT PAUL
45TH DisT. )
ST. CLOUD, MINN. s

SPEAKER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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MAY 24 1940

Louis W. HILL, JR.

1453 W-FirsT NATIONAL BANK BLDG,

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA GARFIELD 1132

Vay 22, 1940

Miss Ruth H., Mitchell

lMinnesota League of Women Voters
914 larquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

I was particularly glad to hear you at luncheon this noon, I
have always felt indebted for some good advice in the past to
your organization, and although, once in a while I may differ
with them, in the future I also know that I will be greatly
indebted to them for good advice,

We politicians hear so much about what an organization wants to
do and hopes to do and see so little of what is actually accom-
plished that today's luncheon was especially interesting to me,

I have so often seen your League really doing things that I did
have a pretty good idea built up of your aimes, policies and
technique and your putting them into execution, However, all of
a sudden I realized this noon that I have never before heard

any discussion of your aims and as I say, it was a unique ex-
perience to hear about this phase of the work, of an organization
so long after I had seen the actual effects of its policies,

Very sincerely yours,




MINNEAPOLIS STAR JOURNAL

EVENING AND SUNDAY

JOHN COWLES
PRESIDENT

Avgust 28, 1940

,Miss Ruth H. Mitchell, President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minnespolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

For many years I have regarded the League of Women Voters as
one of the most valuable organizations in America. The League
not only performs a genuine service in educating voters so that
they are better informed in casting their ballots, but also de-
serves great credit for the numerous improvements in our laws
and their administration for which it has been primarily re-
sponsible.

Many organizations have intelligent, constructive programs but
few have as high a batting average as the League of Women Voters
in getting results.

Sincerely,

Sy s

p
"John Cowles, President
Minneapolis Star Journal




SEP 1,

P ? 4 1940
General Mills, Inc,

Chamber of Commerce Building

EXECUTIVE OFFICES Minneapolis.Minn.
Doxarnp D. Davis

PRESIDENT Sept@mber 15, 1940

Minneapolis League of Women Voters
914 Marcuette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Attention Mrg. John S. Bauman:

My dear Mrg. Bauman:

May I take this opportunity of again con-
firming my interest in the League of
Women Voters. I have congldered 1t a
privilege to be of assistance to your
organization, as I feel that thelr twenty
yearg of experience in the development of
thelr objJjectives have increasingly given
them sound tools with which to accomplish
their purposes.

I am quite certain that anyone who will
thoroughly consider your organization and
its procedure will conclude that support
and assistance is a good invegtment 1in
preserving and enhancing our democratic
ideology.

Wighing you every success,

Sincerely,

;\_,43’/5/,44/;/ 7/ /_Zé&a )




BUNDLIE, KELLEY AND FINLEY
GERHARD BUNDLI
JAMES E. KEL:EY " ATTORNEYS AT LAwW

JOSEPH W.FINLEY
WILLIAM H.ECRHOLDT

JOSEPH A.MAUN 425 HAMM BUILDING
MORITZ J.BLOMQUIST

May 6, 1941

Miss Ruth H. Mitchell, President
Minnesota Lesgue of Women Voters
91/ Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

I agree with you that we were exceptionally fortunate in having
civil service come out &8 well in the last legisletive session
as it did. 'However, I attribute most of this to your personal
efforts and that of your organization for unquestionably you
people devoted a great deal of time to this matter and watched
every bill thet had any reference whatever to civil service or
preference laws. CUertainly the people of this state owe you
and your workers a debt of gratitude.

Unless something unexpected comes up, 1 will be able to be st

the luncheon on the-15th at the Hotel Nicollet. I would be

very gled to give any comments you might wish on the Civil Service
Council although I probably will feel somewhat handicapped in

the midst of so many experts.

I hope that you do not find it necessary to spend such s strenuous
three monthg for some time to come.

Very sincerely yours

ooeph @ Mmasy

Joseph A. Maun




State of Mivmesota
Uinil Service Bepartment
St. Faul

CIVIL SERVICE BOARD DIRECTOR
W. E. ELSTON, CHAIRMAN May 9, 1941 KENNETH C. PENNEBAKER

MRS. HARINGTON BEARD
F. W. RUSSELL

WAY 101949

Miss Ruth H. Mitchell, President
Minnesote League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Ave.

Minneapolis

Dear Miss Mitchell:

This department has now had an opportunity to analyze the effect
of the recent legislative session upon the merit system in the
Minnesotae state service.

Although one or two of the amendments to the c¢ivil service law
will require clarification before their exact effeoct is determined,
it appears certain that the merit system concept has come through
the session not only unweakened but actually strengthened in sev-
eral important aspects. This faot takes on added importance when
it is reoalled that this has not been the usual development in the
case of those states which adopted merit system legislation in 1937
and 1939 and which attempted to install and operate comprehensive
merit programs under these acts.

In as objective an appreisal of causative and resultative factors
in this complex as the limited perspective will permit, it is
quite clear that the work and program of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters comprised a major contribution to the highly satis-
factory end result.

For whatever assistance the comment may be to the League in its
formulation of its future program, it should be noted that the ref-
erence® to work and program is intended to apply not only to the in-
tensive efforts extended during the legislative session but also,
and equally importantly, to the entire campaign between sessions of
the legislature.

It has been my experience that too many civic-minded organizations
interested in specific legislation have been content to achiewve
their immediate ends only to then allow their interest to lapse.
The far-sighted and realistic attitude of the League in recogniz-
ing the need for constant vigilance in order to maintain the gains




Miss Ruth M. Mitchell - Page 2 5/9/41

which are made for better government, is commendable and, unfortun-
ately, almost unique.

I realize that this letter cannot adequately express to the members
of your organization and yourself our gratitude for the efforts you
have expended in behalf of the merit systems It can, I believe,
indicate to you and your group the sincere appreciation the Civil
Service Board and department have for your work in behalf of the
function forwhich they are responsible.

Yours very sincerely,

Kenneth C. Pennebaker
Direector




STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY

DIVISION OF SOCIAL WELFARE

GLOBE BUILDING—FOURTH AT CEDAR
WALTER W. FINKE

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE UNIT
DirecTor SBAINT PAUL WILLIAM H. CROWE, CHIEF

July 17, 1941

JuL 181941

Miss Ruth H. Mitchell
State President

League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Miss Mitchell:

It was so thoughtful of you to write to me under
date of July 1, 1941 with your kind expressions of appreciation
of my work. May I in return say that the League of Women Voters
was a staunch support in all my work and was an agency that I
always valued highly. May I briefly express to you my thanks
for your cooperation and kindness. I trust that the work of the
League will grow apace as the years go on.

With kind personal regards.
Very sincerely yours

Charles F. Hall




State of Minmesota
@ivil Service Bepartuent

State Office Building, St. Jaul

CIVIL SERVICE BOARD ME‘. 1 4 DIRECTOR
F. W. RUSSELL, CHAIRMAN y 26’ 9 2 KENNETH C. PENNEBAKER
MRS. HARINGTON BEARD
W. E. ELSTON ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
ROBERT |. BIREN

Miss Ruth H. Mitchell

Minnesote Leegue of Women Voters
914 Merquette Avenue
Minneepolis, Minnesote

Deer Miss Mitchell:

This is in beleted epprecietion of your recent letter
commenting on the success of the Civil Service Round
Teble et the stete convention. It wes my own opinion
thet it went off rether well, better in fect then
severel I ettended in the following week et & confer-
ence of the Civil Service Assembly end one of the
Midwest Conference of Politicel Scientists.

I em heppy indeed thet it is not necessery for you to
curteil your perticipetion in our Stete Civil Service
progrem. I only hope thet Mrs. Duff cen keep the
Leegue es effectively orgenized in behelf of civil
service &s you did for so meny yeers.

Believe me, I heve never contributed towerd e gift
of epprecietion which wes es richly deserved es wes
yours. I missed the Ster-Journel editoriel but will
wetch for it in the Voter.

I shell look forwerd to seeing you more frequently
in the months to come.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth C. Pennebeker
Director




Universiry oF MINNESOTA

MinnEAroLIs

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 6 ) 19 "{9

President Henry M. Wriston
Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island
My desr Wriston
The League of Women Voters tells me that they are

asking you to come out %o give an address early in Janusry.
I am glad to reinforce their request and to say to you on
their behalf, that you will have as fine a group of people %o
talk to as we ocsn muster around here. In faet, in most publie
matters I should be perfectly willing to underwrite a recommends-
tion from the League of Women Voters.

If you do comse out, and I hope you will, we shall
want to see something of you orn the University campus.

With all personal good wisghes,

)5iﬂcerely

RN S

uy 8 ;ntan Ford
President




State of Mimesota
ivil Service Bepartment
St. Paul

CIVIL SERVICE BOARD 4 DIRECTOR
W. E. ELSTON, I July 2, 1942 KENNETH C. PENNEBAKER
MRS. HARINGTON BEARD
F. W. RUSSELL , Chairman

Mrs. Philip S. Duff, President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Duff:

This is in belated reply to your very kind letter of June 18. I sincerely
appreciate not only the complimentary remarks made with reference to the
administration of the state Civil Service Act, but also the motives which
prompted the Board to request you to write as you did.

Opportunity for cbservation of performance has been accorded not only

to the League. Experience in several other jurisdictions and with the
Headquarters Office of the Civil Service Assembly has made it possible
for me comparatively to appraise the efforts of a number of state and
local Leagues. On a number of occasions, in different parts of the
country, I have expressed my opinion to the effect that the Minnesota
League of Women Voters was the most intelligently alert and effective
organization of its kind I had ever encountered. I sincerely believe
that no other citizen organization in the country has surpassed the Minne
sota League in a campaign for the enactment of merit system legislation
end in its positive, informed and militant support once legislation had /
been adopted.

I say these things primarily to indicate my awareness of the very real
equity your organigzation has in the Minnesota civil service program.
When I was recently asked to assume other responsibilities, I replied
to the effect that I was personally very much interested, but that my
final decision must necessarily be determined by the reaction of a few
individuals and organizations. It was in my mind that the ultimate
criterion would be the possible effect such a move might have upon our
civil service program. I was personally laboring under no illusions of
indispensability; but long, and sometimes bitter, experience in other
jurisdietions has made me aware of the delicate balancing of personal
factors that sometimes enter into broader and more ultimately important
considerations.




Mrs. Philip S. Duff July 2, 1942

For these reasons, I am grateful for the expressions you set forth, not
only end not even primarily because they are kind enough to be flatter-
ing to any ome, but bescause they constitute the considered opinion
toward one phase of the problem of maintaining an adequate civil service
system in the Minnesota state service by one of the organizations which
has an important interest in the forthcoming end inevitable struggle

for existence in the next legislative session.

Please believe that I am most appreciative of the frankness and the
kindness of the Board end yourself.

Very sincerely yours,

Kenneth C. Pennebaker
Director




VICTOR CHRISTGAU

Director
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League of Minnesota Municipalities T

Member: American Municipal Association

18 University of Minnesota Library

G. H. Barruss, President 2l ty 3 Ricuaro R. Price, Secretary-Treasurer
Commissioner, St. Paul Mlﬂneﬂmlﬂ. Minnesota Director of University Extension

F. R. Simon, Vice President University of Minnesota
Mayor, Winona C. C. Lupwic, Executive Secretary

4 Chief, Municipal Reference Bureau

Trustees: General Extension Division

F. ](.‘_Iuy;n;mn, City Clerk, University of Minnesota
silbert

A. M. Kircuer, City Engineer, OrviLLe C, Perersox Attorney

Mankato November 20, 1942

W. J. Kirewoon, Mayor,
rookston

Mrs. Corrinne K. Collins
Executive Secretary
League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mre. Collins:

A special word of appreciation is due you and

the Minneapolis League of Women Voters for the fine

work you did in support of the constitutional amendments.
A copy of our last release and the county analysis is
attached for your information.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours,

D > AR

C. C, Ludwig
Executive Secretary




ubiiedty Conkrol (a) CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS CARRY IN ALL
i Mign, Mupicipalities SECTIONS OF STATE
Novemcver Z0, 1942 (b) STATE INVESTMENT BOARD AND LEAGUE OF
MUNICIPALITIES THANK VOTERS FOR CARRYING
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The announcement of the State Oanvassing Poard last weelr thet both Junsiito-
tional Amendments had passed by the required majorily ur wse voling at the Fov, &
election throughout the state, crowned with sucress the iatensive, state-wide
campaign of education conducted by the State Board of Investnent aal the League of
Minnesota Municipalities, the official sponsors of the two amendmeits. Amendment

No. 1 relates to the interest rate on loans of state trust funds. Amendment No, 2

relates to publication requirements for home rule charter amendments,

W. . Lamson, the secretary of the Investment Board, and C. C, Ludwig, the

executive secretary of the League, have issued a statement on behalf of these govern-
mental agencies, analyzing the results and expressing thanks to the voters for their
ballots, to the legislature for its unanimous submission of the measures, and to the
many civic organizations that assisted in the non-partisan campaign to reduce the
number of blank ballots and carry the measures. Organizations whose endorsement and
activity were mentioned as particularly helpful were the Minnesota Editorial Associc..
tion, the Minnesota Education Association, the League of Women Voters and the
Minnesota Taxpayers' Association.

Mr, Ludwig pointed out that the rule for amending the Minnesota congtitution is
one of the most difficult in the country and the vote of 51% for Amendment NWo. i and
56% for Amendment No. 2, considering the non-controversial and undramatic naturs cof
the measures, is a credit to the civic interest of Minnesota voters. Amenédment ilc 2
had been on the ballot several times before, but Lmendment No, 1 made its appearsnos
for the first time. If the blank ballots are disregarded, Amendment No. 1 had mors
than twice as many "Yes" votes as "No" votes; Amendiment No. 2 had more than three
times as many.

Amendment No. 1 carried in 54 counties and Amendment No, 2 carried in 75 out
of the 87 counties of the state. Using the votes on &mendment No. 2, the ratio cf
"Yeg" votes to ballots cast was lowest in Red Lake County, with 43%, and highest in
“roeborn County, with 79%., In county the ratio was ____% on Amendment No 2
gnd ___ﬁ on Amendment No, 2. (See attached reprint for county ratios).

Neither amendment is self-executing, and laws will need to be passed by the n=

sesgsion of the legislature to put them into effect.




Vote by Counties on Constitutional

County
Aitkin
Anoka
Becker
Beltrami
Benton
Big Stone
Blue Earth
Brown -
Carlton
Caryver

Cass
Chippewa
Chisago
Clay
Clearwater
('uuk
Cottonwood
Crow Wing
Dakota
Dodge

Douglas

Faribault

Fillmore

Freeborn

(:nni]]tuL‘

Grant

Hennepin
Minneapolis
Hennepin Rural

Houston

Hubbard
Isanti

Itasca
Jackson
Kanabec
Kandiyohi
Kittson
Koochiching
Lac qui Parle
Lake

Lake of the Woods
Le Sueur

Lincoln

Lyon

MecLeod
Mahnomen
Marshall

Martin

Meeker

Total

Ballots
Cast
4,839
5,025
6,368
6,650
4,099
2,837

10,408
6,909

7,602

6,374

5,207
5,459
1,358
6,491
3,283
1,071
4,504
8,455
12,820
1,296

6,304
7,194
7.760
8.374
8,931
3.196
176,454
152,687
23,817
5,563
3,187
3,602
11,678
5,062
2,642
8,546
3,437
5,863
4497
2,690

1,564
7,285
2,607
6,499
5916
2,661
4,379
7,540
6,039

Amendment No. 1

Yes
2427
2,930
2 988
3,500
2.319
1,669
5,481
30974
4.405
3,079

2,692
2,923
2.204
3,180
1,367

710
2,315
4,578
6,638

2,237

3,569
4,442
3,752
6,503
5,045
1,245
91,498
77,905
13,593
2,362

1,391
1,875
3476
2,635
1,452
5,484
1,456
3.087
2.429
1,757

857
3,305
1,379
3,211
2,789
1,081
1,980
4.506

3,157

No
989
998
1,600
1.488
1,149
579
2,231
1,455
1,581
1,619
1,130
1,125
1,038
1,351
049
232
2,189
1,778
3,058
1,010
994
1,717
2,352
1,084
1,659
691
52,225
46,688
5,637
1.664
1.080
646
2,876
921
546
491
751
204
051
298

350
1,665

654
1.618
1.500

774
1.091
1,362
1,648

% Yes
to Total
Ballots Yes
50 2,682
58 3,283
&7 3.363
53 3.839
46) 2,581
59 1,848
53 6,077
its $.382
4,598
3,378
2,554
3,083
2,402
3,
1,631
701
2,652
5,045
7,181
2,365

55

3,855
4,727
4,269
6,650
5,733
1,474
105,209
89,868
15,341
2,704

1.612
1,978
6,014
2,803
1,543
5,698
1,639
3377
2,725
1,857

963
3,641
1,400
3,628
3,211
1,124
2,385
£,805
3.385

No
714
659

1,208
1,184
913
430
1,733
1,095
1,193
1,297
852
761
842
037
767
200
1,852
1,271
2,410
787
657
1,357
1,799
904
1,140
483
38,371
34,490
3,881
1,290
833
451
2,347
646
410
1,287
558
1,128
802
201

230
1,287
523
1,223
1.111
G54
767
1,020
1.377

Amendments

Amendment No. 2

% Yes

to Total

Ballots
55
65
ik
a8
52
G5
58
63
GO
53
a5
56
55
ab
50
65
59
60
56
b5

G1




Amendment No. 1 Amendment No. 2

Total % Yes % Yes

Ballots to Total to Total

County Cast Yes No Ballots Yes No Ballots
Mille Laes .. . . 5,080 2,670 973 53 2917 728 58
Morrison . iy 7.754 3,519 1,939 (45 3,967 1,369 5l

Mower _ s g 11,000 7,162 1,628 65 7,830 1,118 71
Murray ) L RRTR 2,012 1,067 a7 2,318 761 54
Nicollet .. g 4913 2.660 1,001 54 2,923 804 59
Nobles . - 6,765 3,404 1,580 50 3,828 1,127 57
Norman .. 4,162 1,679 889 40 1,956 584 a7
Olmsted S e e 9,934 5,102 2,697 5l 5,962 1,895

Otter Tail e - 11,966 5,680 3,149 48 6,486 2,327 54
Pennington ol 4,154 1,981 034 : 2985 597 55
PNE o mo v et 6,222 3,424 1,319 i 3,711 991 60
Pipestone .. 8,775 1,732 892 46 2,013 607 53

Polk e LR 3,328 1,860 46 3,876 1,385 4
Pope : = 4,408 i 814 L 2,739 596
Ramsey - T84T 35,528 10,127 46 38,331 7445
St. Paul Ll 60,820 31,411 8,579 4 33,614 6,496
Ramsey Rural 7.518 4,117 1,548 4,717 949
Red Lake . : 2,081 822 600 898 434
Redwood et 6,793 29017 2,252 43 3,339 1,834
Renville eoali: eh5 3,903 2,016 5 4,356 1,590
Rice ... .. . ; . 9,604 5,130 2,101 5,658 1.654
Rock - ’ 2,620 1,081 625 : 1,301 425

Roseau AT e 4,488 2,087 1,069 : 2.403 814
St. Louis : : . 67,904 28,135 18,353 29,802 11,448
Duluth . 27480 9,012 9,586
St. Louis Rural . 40,424 19,123 : 20,216
Scott ... it 5,520 2,401 1,214 ‘ 2,546 991
Sherburne At 2,774 1,463 566 5¢ 1,538 464
Hihlt'.\; L ] B = 4,326 2.189 1,265 2,366 1,026
Stearns ey _ 17,398 9,320 3,807 10,134 2,861
Steele - e SR 4,121 993 4,366 787
Stevens | e R,706 1,711 709 1,788 GO0

Swift .. 4,369 2,581 861 2,831 676
Todd L 7,334 3,247 1,883 44 3,791 1,463
Traverse _ . e 2,697 1278 630 1,435 464
Wabasha STreates: . 6,544 3,834 1,311 3,673 955
Wadena ML 3,526 1,782 878 1,866 720
Waseca : L AN 2,754 1,235 2,997 962
Washington ot 8,644 4,711 2,152 5,295 1,556
Watonwan . 3437 1,093 808 2,148 630
Wilkin 2,837 1,566 592 1,745 419
Winona == . 12,699 6,725 2487 7.299 2,004
Woripht i sl s 7432 3,498 1,909
Yellow Medicine ... 5,193 2,798 1,578

Totals .. — )| 415,012 190,563

Cr T O e

ST T~ IR R |
P e
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3,881 1,516
3,060 1,223
459,868 144,842

T T e
— &i=

Per Cent of Total Ballots Cast:

Amendment No. 1 Amendment No. 2
Yes - , 519, Yes
No : et .1 No . b
Blanks (211,936) LRl 267, Blanks (212,801)

1009




UnNiversrry oF MINNESOTA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Uxiversrry Fary, St. Pavn

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

March 25, 1943

Mrs. Philip S. Duff

President Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Duff:

Thank you very kindly for your letter of March twenty-third snd for your
thoughtfulnees in sending me the broadside which the Lesgue is distributing
on state finance.

This is enother illustration of the fact that thie organization ranke high
among the agencies concerned with developing a better understanding of
current problems.

Without in any way belittling the importance of the educational work of
the League of Women Voters it might be suggested that there appears to be
a place for en extension of its esctivities. As you ars fullv awere some
very strong pressures are being applied at the present time on adminietrative
agencies in Washington. If some of these pressure grouns have their way,
efforts to head off a dangerous inflation =re likely to be of no avail. I
believe pressure groups are part of our democratic functioning but I wish
there were some more effective pressures actuslly being applied to Congress
. and to administrative sgencies in support of inflation control at this time.
I wish the Leazue of Women Voters could see its way clear to increasing ite
activities in this field.

Sincerely yours,




April 1, 1943

Mr. 0, B, Jesness

Chief of Division
Department of Agriculture
University Farm

St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mpr, Jesness:

You were kind to reply to my note. I am now sending you ane
other broadside , which we are currently distributing, that deals
with the broader aspscts of inflation and the various pressure groups
endengering inflation control.

Our activities are not confined, however, to forming of public
opinion. In Washington our office is attempting to exert pressurs
in the fields which our program demends. Our represntatives spesk
frequently &t Congressionsl hesrings and notify us in the states when
action in the shape of letters and telegrams %o gongressmen, newspaper
publicity, éto. are reeded., Last fall we waged quite & campsign in
behalf of wage and farm price control and of an adequete tax program.

I sgree with you, there is great need of citizen responsibility
if we are %o weather this threat to financiel stebility. If you hove
suggestions as to how the League might be of "greater usefulness we
shoudd appreciate your telling wus.

Sinceraly yours,

Mrs. Philip 8, Duf¢f
Presgident.




UnN1veERsITY OF MINNESOTA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Uxiversrry Farar, St, PavL

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

April 2, 19L3

Mrs. Philip S. Duff

Pragident, Minnesota Lesgue of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenue

Minneanolis, Minnesota

Dear Mre. Duff:
Thank you for your letter of April first and for the material enclosed,

I hove you did not interpret my letter as being critical of what the
League is doing. It has a splendid program snd is accomplishing real
resnlts. That is why I would 1like to see the organization become even
more influential than it now is. The League certainly has played a
leading part in connection with the recioroecal trade vrozram and I think
is entitled to a considerable share of the credit for the continuation

of this volicy. It ma2y be due to the fact that I am not well enouch
informed, but I have a feeling that the resistance to inflation has not
been as strong at the Washington end 2s that as=inst the efforts to
abolish the reciprocal trasde program. The nressure on Congress =nd on

the administration for higher wages and higher vorices is very great at

the present time and there is need for strong counteraction by orgsnizations
which give proper weight to considerations of general welfasre. I do not
believe the League has made any particular point of getting veovle to
write to Washington and I am not advocating a cempaien of #is sort on the pert
of the League. However, I wish the thinking stimulated by the educational,
activities of the League would encourage more people to express their
{deas to their elected and appointed servants in Washington so that thev
might have a better cross.section of public reaction. It is not always
easy for these people to remember that they are serving all of the people
rather than certain insistent groups who are not backward sbout meking
their wants and wishes known.

I, for one, would not dosaway with pressure szrouvs because I look upon them
as an essential part of our democratic process. I may become impatient
at the narrow view which such grouns sometimes take but I believe the
solution for that is not their elimination but one of develoninge under-
standing. However, since pressure grouns occupy such 2n important place
it is important that all sides of the problems be adeguately vresented,

More power to you and your orgsnization in the good work which vousrel)
doing.

Sincerely yoursf
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