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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
1026-17th ST.. N.W.. WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

AS OTHERS

““The New Jersey League of Women

Voters is an organization to which the

electorate is annually indebted, >’
Newark, N.J. Sunday News.

¢T should not say goodbye to my offi-
cial life withouta word of appreciation
to the Scarsdale Branch of the League
of Women Voters... It is a healthy
thing for Scarsdale that you women re-
gard the work of your Village Board as
important. >’

A village trustee in Scarsdale,N.Y.

¢¢] think the League does an especially
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SEE US ...

‘“The League has become the most
active and far-and-away the most ef-
fective single organization in the field
of voter education, ”’

Boston, Mass, Hercld.

‘““Once againthey -- andtheir menfolk,
too -- are blessed by the existence of
the League of Women Voters. This
nonpartisan organization, with its
splendid record of stimulating interest,
clarifying issues, and encouraging in-
dependent thinking, is paradoxically
yet logically emphasizing the import-
ance of participation in partyactivities,

fine job.”’ especially in political primaries. ”’

Mary Margaret McBride, Christian Science Monitor.,

‘It seems to us at NBC that the candi-
dates’ appearance at your Convention
inCincinnati, and the many local forums
which preceded were a remarkable
public service and genuine contribution
to good citizenship, and I write now to
congratulate you and the League of Wo-
men Voters onan outstanding success.
I can assure you that we are proud to
have had a part in it,”’

Joseph H. McConnell, President,

National Broadcasting Companye.




... with this group of women rests
much of the progress the nation will
make in coming years.

““The League of Women Voters
represents in the various communities
of the state some of the soundest and
most advanced thinking in regard to
governmental betterment,?’
Manhattan,Kan., Mercury=- Chronicle,

“The League of Women Voters is do-
ing a real service to the country in
this unique enterprise., It is well
planned to do two essential things --
to findout by the town meeting formula
what people think the issues are, and
then to confront the candidates with
those issues and elicit their views on
the issues, A more constructive con-
tribution to the presidential campaign
would be hard to imagine,”’
Cincinnati, Ohio, Enquirer

I was impressed, asI have often been
before, by the intelligence, good
judgement, and common sense dis-
played, The League, strictly non-
partisan, is a strong influence for
good government, ”’

Hiller C. Wellman, President,

Adult Fducation Council,

Springfield, Mass.

“The efforts of the League of Women
Voters with activities unfailingly ex-
erted in the interest of improved leg-
islation, will prove helpful to the
citizens generally, ”’

Shreveport, La., Journal,

““The consistency of the League inthe
selection of the subjects for these an-
nual sessions is in itself a manifesta-
tion of responsible judgmentand a con-
tribution to the good health of the
philosophy of democratic government,’?

Washington, D.C. Star.

... we think this group of civic-
minded wom en deserve a vote of thanks
for the fine job they are doing for their
community and country, ’’

Columbia Basin News,Pasco,Wash,

“I wish it (Individual Liberty, USA)
could be in the hands of every high
school student in the country! Itisa
magnificent piece of communica-

tione ° 'l i
Stuart Chase

‘... thepeople of this state owe a debt
to the League for its intelligent and
untiring efforts in behalf of the Home
Rule Amendment and in its follow-up
program to translate the amendment
into action.”’

Providence, R.I. Journal

““eo. has shown me the magnificent
compilation of election data in the forty
eight states which you made for us.”
Farl Bunting, Managing Director,
National Association of Manujfac-
turers,

“] wish to com mend you and the other
ladies of the League for the fine effort
you are making to acquaint the women
of America with the full facts behind
current issues of public interest,?’’
Senator Tom Connally.

‘“The League of Women Voters, one of
the soundest organizations in the United
States, has provided a pattern of poli-
tical campaigning which, if adopted,
could prove a valuable asset to the

nation, ”’
The Butte Daily Post,Butte,Mont,

¢... I have acquired the liveliest ad-
miration for your organization as
representing the highest ideals of
American citizenship. It combines
good sense with idealism, and dis-
cussion with study, in a manner that
is, so far as I know, not paralleled by
any other civic organization inthe U.8.”’

Ralph Barton Perry,




¢“The League of Wom en Voters should
be commended for its interest in and
contribution to state government. The
factfinding work done by the League on
various problems of government is of
service not only in keeping its mem-
bers informed, but also in stimulating
other citizens’ interest in government.”’
walter J., Kohler, Jr.,Governor
of Wisconsin,
¢¢A little group of League of Women
Voters can do more to improve the
world than a group of cabinet ministers
in Europe.’’
John Nuveen, Chicago Investment
Banker, Chief ECA Mission to
Greece,
‘‘Women in politics -- the sort of wo-
men who are attracted by an organiza-
tion like the League of Women Voters --
can fill an aching void in Springfield’s
political system. *’
Springfield, Mo. Leader and
Daily News,

‘‘No other organization in Dallas County
this year is working harder than the
League of Women Voters to arouse con-
structive public interest in politics and
to instruct the citizenry in political
method.

Dallas, Terxras Times Herald,

““The active interest of the League of
Wom en Voters in SouthCarolina is one
of the most wholesome political devel-
opments and its influence will be felt
throughout the state in years to come, ”’

Spartanburg,S.C. Herald-Journal,

‘... we in Huntington can be glad we
have an active League of Women
Voters. We can be glad we have a
League that not only watches but helps
to provide us with good government, ’’

Huntington, NY. Long Islander,

‘‘Rapidly developing interest of women
in the governmental affairs of Florida
is evidenced by a recent publication of
the League of Women Voters whose

‘“Probably no other organization that
has been founded in this city in recent
years has served the community so
valuablyas has the Anniston League of

Women Voters. ”’
Anniston, Ala, Star.

... it is characteristic of the excel-
lent projects which the League always
undertakes and I sincerely hope that
the effort will be as successful as
many of yours have been in the past,”’
Louis J. Burns, Citizens Commit-
tee for the Hoover Report.

‘“The League of Women Voters is tobe
commended for this public service pro-
ject, and Santa Barbarans should wel-
come the opportunity the League has
provided. *’

Santa Barbara, Calif. News Fress

Florida membership is steadily in-
creasing to a point of significant mag-
nitude compared to the mighty influence
wielded by their League sisters in
other states.’’ .

Orlando, Fla. Sentinel,

‘“The adage that when a woman gets
her head set on something, nothing can
change it, hardly holds truer than with
the little band of League of Women
Voters here,

“In every election, no matter how
small, the group has its head set on
but one thing -- to give the voting pub-

lic plenty of facts.”’
Galveston, Texas News.,

““With clearly-defined aims of stimu-
lating both awareness and interest on
the part of citizens in regard to their
government, the Reno League of Wo-
men Voters is contributing materially
to the public welfare,*’

Nevada State News, Reno, Nevada,




REPRINTED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF VOGUE FROM THE OCTOBER 15, 1948 ISSUE

AMATEURS

WITH POLITICAL POWER

They have learned the

anatomy

of government, and the effect

of their knowledge is felt in town halls and legislatures

BY MARY JEAN KEMPNER

HE is one of a group of 83.000 Americans whose slogan
S is “Let the people know, make the people care, help
the people act.” She is somewhere in her thirties.
Probably she’s married and the mother of a pair of small
children. If she has a good part-time maid. she considers her-
self lucky. Her leisure is limited but she agrees with the
sociologist who said, “The greatest resource America has is

the leisure time of its women.” So she has found a useful

She did all this and yet she is neither automaton nor
accredited student of political science. She and her colleagues
work out of 630 local branches in 35 states. Most of the
branches consist of units of 50 to 200 members and are in
towns of 5,000 to 50,000. About 60 branches have féwer than
25 members and are in towns of fewer than 5.000 people. In
its twenty-eight years. name-callers have tagged the organiza-
tion with many hastily applied and unsubstantiated epithets.
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&he New Pork Times

WOMEN VOTERS .

As the major party candidates for.

national office square off for the elec-
tion it is fitting to call attention to
the important place occupied in public
affairs by the League of Women

Voters., Founded in 1920 by Carrie
Chapman Catt on the basis of the
Woman Suffrace Amendment the or-

a big primary vote. It means inducing
public-minded citizens to serve as
party workers and run for office.
Through the frequent issuance of
pamphlets, the League keeps its mem-
bers up to date on such matters as
credit, the nation’s position in world
trade and the TTnited Nations and Pal-
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League of Women Voters of the U.S. o - IR AN A

1026 - 17th Street, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C. October 6, 1954

Dear Mrs. :

I am in receipt of your letter inquiring as to possible national Board action
in regard to the article entitled "How Far to the Left is the League of Women Vot-
ers" by Dr. Felix Wittmer. This article appeared in the August issue of a megazine
called the National Republic.

To answer your question directly, on advice of our attormey the national Board
contemplates no action whatever in regard to this matter. In our opinion the only
successful answer is to carry out the League's purpose with increasing effectivenes
to adhere more strictly than ever to our democratic procedures and principles and
to build a better and better understanding amongst our members and in the communi-
ties &s to what the League is and why and how it carries forward its work.

As far as the article goes, it is merely a very good example of the helf
truths, intentional misinterpretations and attempts to discredit by implication
which are the hall marks both of the Communists and of certain groups and individ-
uals in this country who are promoting an ultra-conservative, nationalistic and
isolationist point of view. The author of the article has been using these methods
for a good many years. He is a former faculty member of the Montclair, New Jersey
State Teachers' College. He resigned after he had attacked members of the faculty
as being subversive. His approach is similer to that of men such as Merwin K. Hart
of the National Economic Council and Joseph P. Kamp of the Constitutional Educa=-
tional League. If you wish to seek further information on these last named men and
their ectivities, I can refer you to the Hearings of the House Select Committee on
Lobbying Activities, 8lst Congress, 2nd Session. Part IV of the Hearings is par-
ticularly revealing. The report of this Committee, entitled General Interim Report
was issued on October 20, 1950. Incidentally, Mr. Keamp was jailed in 1948 for con-
tempt of Congress.

It would be arduous indeed for both of us if I were to point out all the sec-
tions in this article which are misleading. Perhaps three examples will be suffi-
cient. The group of women whom he attempts to discredit are among the leading wome:
this country has had the good fortune to produce. I would be proud indeed if all
of them had been "prominent in", "stalwart of", "outstanding in", "idol" and "vet-
eran" of the League of Women Voters. Unfortunately this was not the case. Mrs.
Catt founded the League; Jane Addams was renowned for founding Bull House in
Chicago and there is no way to prove or disprove whether she was ever even a mem-
ber of the League. I am sorry to say that as far as I can find out we can lay no
cleim to her at all. Emily Newell Biair was Associate Editor of Good Housekeeping
Magazine for a great many years., (e have not been able to determine whether she
was ever a member.) Julia Clifford Lathrop was first head of the Children's Bureau
and for one year, 1924-25, she was First Vice President of the national Board. Mrs
Henry Goddard Leach was president of the New Yorlk state League of Women Voters, but
never served on the national Board. She is still a trustee of Bryn Mawr College,
among other distinctions. Dr., Alice Hamilton is one of the world's leading experts
and pioneers in industrial medicine. She is a member only and to my knowledge
never has participated in any League activity of significance. It is interesting
to note that of these women only Mrs. Leach and Dr, Hamilton are living, and Mrs.
Leach is over 70 and Dr. Hamilton well over 80. Dr. Wittmer's reference to their
activities fails to mention that their associations with interests having to do




with Soviet-American friendship were in the framework of the newly enfranchised
women of Russia and later on during the days when Russia was our ally in World War
II. Attitudes regarding Russia at those times were not what they have become sub-
sequently. These things to be Jjustified must be regarded in the context of the
times in which they occurred.

At the end of his article Dr. Wittmer refers to the Constitutional Convention
for Ohio. In 1946 and 47 the Leagues in Ohio had on their state program an item
on the study of reapportionment of the state Legislature. From 1948 until the
present time they have had an item on Constitutional revision by means of a Conven-
tion. During this eight-year period there has been intensive work done on the
issue by the local Leagues, wide-spread member participation and general public
understanding of the League's position. It is quite true that there is some opin-
ion actively opposed to a Constitutional Convention in Ohio.

Dr. Wittmer's report on the League's activities on the Bricker Amendment is
as misleading as possible. From March 1952 until November 1953 nineteen different
types of information and reports on the Bricker Amendment were issued from this
office, Extraordinarily widespread membership discussions were held and reports
submitted. An unprecendented volume of opposition to the Amendment came to this
office from the members during this period. The national Board's decision to oppose
it was not made until January 1954. I received some extremely emphatic letters
from a few people opposing the League's position. Mrs, McWhorter, whom Dr. Wittmer
mentions, was one of then.

The reference to the Pittsburgh League is equally incorrect. The present
League of Women Voters of Pittsburgh is a splendid affiliated League doing an ex-

cellent job., The Allegheny County League was disaffiliated after much effort to
induce them to conform with Convention decisions made in 1946, Mrs. Smith has been
the only president of the Allegheny County lLeague and has held that post for over
30 years. The League of Women Voters up to this time has not been able to obtaln
sole use of this name. Therefore, the Allegheny County League of Women Voters
continues to operate under that name and Mrs. Smith's supervision.

I hope this indicates to you the extent of the misrepresentation which appears
throughout the article. It may be of interest for your League to know that the
League is only one of many reputable groups which is subject to attacks of this
nature. In a sampling of the others I can mention the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, the American Association of U.N., American Association of School
Administrastors, Foreign Policy Association, National Council of Christians and Jews,
National Council of Churches of Christ, National Council of Jewish Women, Business
.and Professional Women, Girl Scouts, National Education Association and YWCA. It
seems to me organizations such as these must withstand all such efforts by perse=-
verance in carrying out their purpose, else the unique base of our American system,
that of voluntary association, will cease to exist.

Sincerely,

Mrs. John G. Lee
President




Novenber 12, 1954

¥rs, Robert F, leonard

1st Vice President

lecme of Women Voters of V.5,
1026 17th St. NV,

¥zshington 6, DeCe

Dezr Mrs, leonard,

Ve got & letter today fror one of the merbers of the Boord
of our local lesgue in Grenite Fells Minnesote, Since you
§n the notional affice ere so ruch closer to the s ource of
inforootion needed to emsver hor question, may we toss it
in your laps?

*Decr Kadenm,

1 aiscovered while recding & book published by Devineideir,
nenel "Prefwiice end the Press" that Zachorich Chefee, Deon
of o lew School, hos been looked upon suspiciously in sone
quarters because of his non=comnittal views on Corzmunisn.
It seens he hedn't been eble to d=cide if 4t vere & good
thinz or & bad thing,

Netrally I was swrprised to see he wes en edthor of &
lecsue Publicetion, mamely, “Freedon of the Press", one of &
geries in the Individusl Liberties Freedon Agende,

Do you have eny {nfornation on this man, or ere the guthors
chaciked by the league before thelr materiel is used? 1
would eopreciste any attention to this matter,

Sincerely,

s, H, Clifford lee
Crenite Fells, Hinnesote"

Sorry to add to the business of your elresdy over bardened
office, But I think en enthoritetive enswer fron the national
office will be the best thing to goticly Mrs, lee,

Sincerely,

e, Horold Wilson
Orgnization Secretery




League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemo'tdﬂdam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

This goes only to Local and
State lLeague Presidents

November 7, 1955

7T ’
To: Local and State League Presidents, for Your Information - Wu&a

From: Mrs. John G. Lee

From time to time, Leagues in different parts of the country report that
articles questioning the good faith of League members and League leaders are be-
ing circulated in their communities. As the League has always felt that facts
are essentizl in forming sound opinion, we are sending you this background in-
formation which we oelieve will be of help should such articles turn up in your
area.

These articles bear the names of various authors and they often "appear! in
your own mail box or that of your neighbor, with no identification of the sender.
Where do they come from? Why do they come? We are not attempting to give a com-
plete list of all organizations which produce and distribute this kind of material,
but are sending you a few examples for your information.

First of all it is useful to know that the groups primarily responsible for
the preparation of much of the anonymously sent material are not large or perhaps
even particularly influential, Some of them are tax-free foundations. These
groups are supported financially by large contributions from some business con-
cerns and individuals who have definite economic and social points of view which
they want to "sell". The same names turn up again and sgain in their boards and
directorates, and there is considerable shering of authors. As a rule, the point
of view shared by these groups falls into such categories as: opposition to inter-
national cooperation, support of the Bricker Amendment, support of constitutional
1imitation on tax rates. Frequently the statements appearing in their materials
regarding the position and operations of other individuals and groups are inaccur-
ate. As the 1956 elections approach, the output of material and its distribution
may increase. Prime targets will be those opposed to the political and economic
views of these groups. In some instances this puts the League of Women Voters in
the range of fire.

Quite often this anonymous material is used by reputable but unquestioning
groups. They evidently do not examine its background or antecedents closely. The
positiveness of the statements made in this type of publication, plus its often
attractive format, seems to make it convincing to many readerse

One of the most recent articles directly questioning the good faith of the
League appeared over the signature of Bettina Bien in THE FREEMAN, October, 1955.
THE FREEMAN, identified on its masthead as "A Monthly for Libertarians," has re-
cently been purchased by The Foundation for Economic Education, Inc., one of the
groups which testified before the House Select Committee on Lobbying Activities
in 1950, when that committee was looking into lobbying practices. Leonard Read
was then, as he is now, president. Headquarters are at Irvington-on-Hudson, New




York. THE FREEMAN carries the same address. The Foundation, according to testi-
mony before the committee, had at that time been circulating quantities of material
opposing the Marshall Plan, Point IV and war-time economic controls. Lately it has
distributed material attacking public education.

The editor of THE FREEMAN is Frank Chodorov, who is also associate editor of
HUMAN EVENTS, a Washington Newsletter edited by Frank Hanighen, Hanighen contrib-
utes articles on Washington political events to THE FREEMAN.

The Article Section of HUMAN EVENTS of October 22, 1955, is devoted to an
article entitled "THE LADIES WON'T KNIT', subtitled "An Analysis of the League of
Women Voters," which is full of inaccuracies and questions the integrity of the
League. The author is Russell Turner, staff assistant to Fulton Lewis, Jre, na-
tional radio commentator. Mr. Turner also serves asc Washington correspondent for
PARTNERS, Chicago monthly magazine covering the labor-management field.

HUMAN EVENTS is a monthly and is often widely circulated without solicitation
An issue of this publication carried an article written by Robert LeFevre attacking
the Girl Scouts, and reprints of the article had wide distribution in the spring and
summer of 1954. At that time LeFevre was news-director of a radio station in Fort
Lauvderdale, Florida. He is now an editorial writer on the Colorado Springs GAZETTE
TELEGRAPH, a part of Freedom Newspapers, Inc., a newspaper chain owned by Harry H.
Hoiles and members of his family. Some papers in this chain have reprinted with
large head lines the FREEMAN article on the League of Women Voters in toto. LeFevre
is executive director of the Congress of Freedom, and vice-president of the National
Economic Council, the organization headed by Merwin K. Hart.

COUNCIL LETTERS and other material distributed by the National Economic Coun-
cil present extremely conservative views about domestic and foreign policy. The
House Select Lobbying Committee referred to above, found, after the hearings at
which Hart testified in 1951, that "One of the National Econemic Council's tech-
niques is to disparage those who oppose its objectives by appeals to religious
prejudice, often an ill-concealed anti-semitism."

Another group which promotes THE FREEMAN, HUMAN EVENTS and other "news
sheets", is the Committee for Constituticmel Government, wlLose of ficial publication
is SPOTLIGHT. Edward A. Rumely is executive secretary. The Committee sponsors
articles in support of legislation to place limitations on income taxes, among other
things, and is giving wide distribution to material in support of the Bricker Amend-
ment.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR AMERICAN EDUCATION, founded by Allan Zoll, who for
many years has been a leader in the attack on public education, is still another
group which has produced and actively distributed this type of literature. Zoll has
worked closely with Hart in raising funds. The official publication of this organ-
ization is the EDUCATIONAL GUARDIAN, which has been promoting a fairly new organiza-
tion, the INTERCOLLEGIATE SCCIETY OF INDIVIDUALISTS. Frank Chodorov is president of
this latter group.

Another example of the type of material we have been discussing is THE
NATIONAL REPUBLIC which published in August, 195, the article entitled, "How Far to
the Left is the League of Women Voters?", by Dr. Felix Wittmer. This article has
recently been reprinted and is being distributed anonymously.

The Congress of Freedom, which describes itself as '"a coalition of patriotic
American organizations which are concerned with increasing tendencies toward inter-
nationalism through the United Nations," held a convention in San Francisco April
25-30, 1955, "to spearhead the drive back to Constitutional Government.® The an-
nounced theme of the convention was "An appraisal of the United Nations in Terms of
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the American Principles of Individual Liberties." Scme of the resolutions passed
urged: withdrawal of the United States from the United Nations; bringing to an end
all participation in the financing of U.N. agency activities; and the crdering of
removal of U.N. headquarters from the U.S. Another resolution called for an in-
vestigation by the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee of UNESCO in the Nation's
schools, Prominent among the speakers were: Westbrook Pegler, newspaper columnist;
Dr. Felix Wittmer; Suzanne Silvercruys Stevenson, founder of the Minute Women; Mary
D. Cain, founder of Individuals for Liberty; and Corinne Criffiths, former star of
the silent screen, who is honorary president of the Organization to Repeal. Federal
Income Taxes, Inc. Merwin K., Hart precided at some of the sessions; Robert LeFevre
was executive director.

The above is only a brief resume of some of the individuals and groups whose
views on governmental issues arc often at variance with those of the League. Most
public libraries have further information on such activities. It is well to remem-
ber that in singling out the League of Women Voters for special attention, these
factions are really paying the League a compliment. If they did not believe that
the League is working effectively in the fields in which they are interested, they
would not bother to single us out for special attention.

it is hoped that the information given here, with that contained in the ma-
terial sent you January 25, 1955, will provide background raterial which may be use-
ful if articles of this type are circulated in your community.

it # #




Legion Tells
Women's Group
'to Drop Book f

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.— ()
1The national executive commit- |

¥ 3DY¥d

1

tee of the American Legioh
Friday recommended that the |
League of Women Voters dis. |
{jown a pamphlet writien by a i
iman the legion said had beey |
accused of being a (orwmunijsy |
‘| sympathizer, ‘ \ ’ |

8L

KIXXX

peamprpy 42ddpy ayp up
Jadng Hunpropy 18364077

o

=
25
25
X
"

\'C

IS




MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Partially Scanned Material

The remainder of this page/item has not been digitized
due to copyright considerations. The original can be
viewed at the Minnesota Historical Society’s Gale Family
Library in Saint Paul, Minnesota. For more information,
visit www.mnhs.org/library/.

Version 3
March 18, 2019



League of Women Voters of the U.S.
1026 17th Street, N. W,
Washington 6, De Cs October 6, 1954

Dear lMrs, :

I am in receipt of your letter inquiring as to possible national Board action
in regaerd to the erticle entitled "How Far to the Left is the League of Women Vot-
ers" by Dr. Felix Wittmer. Yhis article appeered in the August issue of a magazine
called the National Republic.

To enswer your question directly, on advice of our attorney the netional Board
contemplates no action whatever in regard to this matter. In our opinion the only
successful answer is to carry out the League's purpose with increesing effectiveness,
to adhere more strictly than ever to our democratic procedures and principles and
to build a better and better understanding amongst our members and in the communi-
ties as to whet the League is and why and how it carries forward its work,

As far as the article goes, it is merely e very good example of the half
truths, intentional misinterpretations and attempts to discredit by implication
which are the hall marks both of the Communists and of certain groups &nd individ-
uals in this ocountry who are promoting en ultre-conservative, nationalistic and
isolationist point of view. The author of the article has been using these methods
for a good many years. He is a former faculty member of the Montclair, New Jersey
State Teachers' College. He resigned after he had attacked members of the faculty
as being subversive., His approach is similar to that of men such as Merwin K. Hart
of the National Ecomomic Council and Joseph P. Kemp of the Constitutional Educa-
tional League. If you wish to seek further informetion on these last named men and
their sotivities, I can refer you to the Hearings of the House Select Committee on
Lobbying Acotivities, 8lst Congress, 2nd Session. Part IV of the Hearings is par~
ticularly revealing, The report of this Committee, entitled General Interim Report,
was issued on Octomber 20, 1950, Incidentally, lMr. Kemp was jailed in 1948 for con-
tempt of Congress.

It would be arduous indeed for both of us if I were to point out gll the sec-
tions in this article which are misleading. Perhaps three exemples will be suffi-
cient. The group of women whom he attempts to discredit are among the leading women
this ocountry has hed the good fortune to produce. I would be proud indeed if all
of them hed been "prominent in", "stalwart of} "outstending in", "idol" and “vet-
eran" of the Leesgue of Vomen Voters, Unfortunately this was not the case. Mlxs.
Catt founded the League; Jene Addams was renowned for founding Hull House in
Chicago and there is no way to prove or disprove whether she was ever even & mem=
ber of the Leagues. I &am sorry to say that as far as I cen find out we can lay no
claim to her at all. Emily Newell Blair was Associate Editor of Good Housekeeping
Magazine for a great many years. (iWle have not been able to determine whether she
was ever a member,) Julia Clifford Lathrop was first head of the Children's Bureau
and for one year, 1924-25, she was First Vice President of the national Board. MNrs.
Henry Godderd Leach was president of the New York state League of Women Voters, but
never served on the national Board. She is still a trustee of Bryn Mawr College,
among other distinotionse Dr. Alice Hamiltonis one of the world's leading experts
and pioneers in industrial medicine. She is a member only and to my knowledge
never has participated in any League activity of significance. It is interesting .
to note that of these women only lirs. Leach and Dr., Hamilton are liming, and lirs.
Leach is over 70 and Dr. Hamilton well over 80, Dr, Wittmer's reference to their
activities fails to mention that their associations with interests having to do




with Soviet-American friendship were in the framework of the newly énfranchised
women of Russia and leter on during the days when Russia was our ally in World
War II. Attitudes regarding Russia at those times were not whet they have become
subsequently., These things to be justified must be regarded in the context of the
times in which they occurred,

At the end of his article Dr. Viittmer refers to the Constitutional Convention
for Ohios In 1946-and 47 the Leagues in Ohio had on their stete program an item on
reapportionment of the state Legislature. From 1948 until the present time they
have had an item on Constitutional revision by means of a Convention, During this
eight=year period there has been intensive work done on the issue by the local
Leagues, wide-spread member participation and general publioc understanding of the
League's position. It is quite true that there is some ogihion actively epposed to
Constitutional reform in Ohio.

Dr, Wittmer's report on the League's activities on the Bricker Amendment are
as misleading as possible. From March 1952 until November 1953 nineteen different
types of informetion and reports on the Bricker Amendment were issued from this
offices Extraordinarily widespread membership discussions were held and reports
submitted. An unprecedented volume of opposition to the Amenmdment came to this
office from the members during this periods The national Board's decision to op=
pose it was not made until January 1954, I received some extremely emphatic let=
tess from a fei people opposing the League's position. MNrs. MoWhorter, whom Dr.,
Wittmer mentions, wes one of them.

The reference to the Pittsburgh League is equally incorrect. The present
League of Women Voters of Pittsburgh is a splendid affiliated League doing an ex=
cellent job. The Allegheny County League was disaffiliated after much effort to
induce them to conform with Convention decisions mede in 1946, Mrs. Smith has been
the only president of the Allegheny County League &nd has held that post for over
30 years. The League of Women Voters up to this time has not been able to obtain
sole use of this name. Therefore, the Allegheny County League of Women Voters
continues to operate under that name and lirs. Smith's supervision.

I hope this indicates to you the extent of the misrepresentation which appears
throughout the article. It may be of interest for your League to know that the
League is only one of many reputable groups which is subjeot to attacks of thie
nature, In a sampling of the others I can mention the Americen Assoceiation of
University Women, the American Association of U.N., American Association of Sohool
Administrators, Foreign Policy Association, National Council of Christians and
Joews, National Council of Churches of Christ, National Council of Jewish Women,
Business end Professional Women, Girl Scouts, National Education Associstion and
YWCAe It seems to me organizations such as these must withstand all such efforts
by perseverance in ecarrying out their purpose, else the unique base of our Ameriocan
system, that of voluntary association, will cease to exist.,

Sincerely,

Mrs. John G. Lee
President
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This is NCT going out on Standing
Orders or the Publications Service,

January 25, 1955

To: Local and State League Presidénts
T'rom: Mrs, John G. Lee

For information and guidance

January is inventory month, the time to take stock, and to scrutinize carefully
our assets and liabilities. All in all, the League is in a vigorous and healthy
condition. Membership is at an all time high; so are the numbers of local and state
Leagues; in the near future there will be state Leagues in the last 7 of the 48
states to be organized; finance is making sound if not spectacular progress; there
is abundant evidence of increasing interest in and understanding and support of
League work, witness the article in the October Saturday Evening Post, for example;
the cummulative effect of all League work throughout thz country represents a pub-
lic service of significant character. The assets of the League are great, its po-
tentialities are almost unlimited and its chief liability is that which afflicts all

democratic institutions, that is, too few people with an active sense of responsi-
bility for the concerns of government.

While it is impossible to measure accurately the effectiveness of the League,
it is revealed none the less in a back-handed sort of way by the attacks made upon
it. If the League was not a power to be reckoned with, the groups and individuals
who are not in accord with i1ts program, particularly in its international aspects,
would not bother to make it the target of attacks. The League has experienced at-
tacks for more than 25 years. One of the first was in 1925 with the publication of
a pamphlet entitled "Parallels for Thinking Women," by Garet Garrett and Lucille
Cardin Crain., In 1948 "Packaged Thinking for Women" appeared, edited by Lucille
Cardin Crain and Anne Burrows Hamilton. (Surprising enough it seems still to be in
circulation.) Both of these publications attempted to show that the major women's
organizations were undemocratic in their operations and socialistic in their politi-
cal objectives. No organization succumbed under this fire. Indeed, they seemed
rather to have been strengthened.

In the U.S., there are some organizations and individuals whose point of view,
as expressed in their publications and in statements of their representatives, seems
to be ultra-conservative, nationalistic, and isolationist in character, Some of
these groups also seem to be anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic or anti-Negro. Many seem
so violently anti-Communist that they consider any opinions on public matters which
are contrary to their own to be Communistic. Many of their directors have had a
close relationship for several years. They generally attempt to discredit the in-
dividuals or groups who hold views opposite to their own rather than to analyze the
issues on their merits. Their publications go to business, civic,government and
religious leaders.




A case in point about which some of you may have heard was an article which
appeared in August 1954 in the National Republic magezine, whose subheed is "A
Monthly Magazine of Fundamental Americanism." The article written by Dr, Felix
Wittmer, a former member of the faculty of Montclair, N.J, State Teachers College,
was entitled "How Far to the Left is the League of Women Voters?" The article from
our point of view was full of misrepresentations and half truths and was aimed to
discredit the League primarily because of its long history of support of measures
to achieve international cooperation.

The League is not alone in this regard. Many other highly respected and repu-
table organizations have been subjectad to similaer criticism. Awmong these are the
American Association for the United Nations, the American Association of University
Women, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the Foreign Policy Association,
the National Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, the National
Conference of Christians and Jews, the National Council of Churches of Christ, the
National Education Association, and the Y.W.C.A,

In recent weeks the Girl Scouts has had a particularly trying time, as most of
you are aware, on the same count. The March 1954 issue of "Human Events," a publi-
cation edited by Frank C, Hanighen and Frank Chodorov, included an article "Even
the Girl Scouts," by Robert LeFevre, in which Mr. LeFevre analyzed the 1953 edition
of the Girl Scout Handbook showing by page references what he felt was a strong
international viewpoint. He critized particularly the content relating to the
United Nations. In the long list of adverse comments on the Handbook, he pointed
out that it referred to the League as "a non-political organization." In explain-
ing this error, he said, "This is untrue, The League of Women Voters of the U.S.
is an organization aimed at political action. It is designed to influence women
Voters in the interests of supporting candidates and measures which the directors at
the League decide should be supported. The history of this organization is that

almost without deviation it has supported causes and persons on the left of the
political center, Yet the Girl Scout Handbook recommends this organization and
advises the young girls to go to it for political guidance,"

Mr. LeFevre's article appears to have been a major factor in the Illinois
American Legion's attack on the Girl Scouts, Mention of the League has been omit-
ted in the revision of the Girl Scout Handbook, You will probably have noted a
good deal of critical comment of the Girl Scouts as a result of their Handbook de-
letions., It is well to remember that the Charter of the Girl Scouts 1s granted by
the Congress of the United States and financial support for their activities comes
largely from Community Chest and United Fund appeals. This makes their problems
quite different from those of the League. As you will see in the attached letter
to me from the National President of the Girl Scouts, explaining the reason for
deleting the reference to the League of Women Voters, our cordial relations will
continue and our mutual interest in each other's success is in no way diminished.

When derogatory public statements are made about the League, our policy is not
to engage in a debate in the press or over the radio. This only gives the critic
another chance to attack us publicly. We feel that frustrating as silence is, it
is a wise procedure for local and state Leagues also, However, we knowv that Leagues
should have information with which to answer questions raised by their members, con-
tributors, or others in the community., Whenever you are faced with an attack simi-
lar to those described, please let the national and state office know at once.

From our reference files we may be able to pull out informstion which will help us
all in handling each situation.

Although, as I have said, there is little to be gained in arguing with an
attacker, on occasion it may be wise to make a public statement quoting from By~
laws end policies regarding the League's purpose and procedures; sometimes it is
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useful for Board members to confer with the recipient of an attacking decument and
explain the falseness of the accusations. The best answer, of course, is to work
harder than ever to carry out the purpose of the League within our democratic pro-
cedures; to build a better understanding by our members and by the public as te
why and how the League carries out its purpose.

And now I should like to refresh your memories with some ideas presented in a
President's letter of January 1951, for they are just as pertinent today as they
were then.

It is well known that the Communist party seeks to infiltrate labor, consumer,
religious, minority and other citizen groups. It would be naive on our part not
to assume that attempts might be made to place Communists in the League of Women
Voters., Fortunately, Communist influence has never been and is not now a "problem"
in the League of Women Voters, Our Local Leaders Handbook contains the following
paragraph:

"Differing backgrounds, ideas, experiences, and perspectives result in
a dynamic League qualified to speak for the community as a whole. The
League does not include followers of Communism or other totalitarian doc-
trines whose policies are in conflict with the principles of representative
government and therefore with the principles of the League of Women Voters."

How should we deal with a problem of Communist infiltration, should it devel-
op? Our membership is open to all women who subscribe to our purpose and policy.
We will not want to resort to "screenings" or "loyalty caths" or other privately
conducted investigations, Rather we must work constantly to strengthen the demo-
cratic features of our organization structure; to be sure that our By-laws are in
order and to adhere to them; to protect our nonpartisan policy by a strict inter-
pretation of it; to be thoroughly grounded in parliamentary procedure and the
handling of agenda; to select our Nominating Committee with care; to promote in-
creased membership attendance and participation, and to keep the organization re-
sponsive to the majority of the membership. Where there is an active, informed
League membership there will never be control by extremist groups.

The League is a closely-knit organization with frequent visiting and corres-
pondence between local, state and national bodies. This is a safeguard in that no
seguent is isolated and out of touch with the whole body, It also means that what
happens in one League travels through public channels of communication and reflects
light or shadow on all Leagues. In the last analysis, we are protected by the fact
that the national By-laws provide the authority for withdrawing recognition from a
local League for recurrent failure to conform to the standards, adopted by the
national Convention in 1946,

We in the League are in politics. We have chosen to be there because we real=
ize that what happens in government affects everyone of us everyday in our lives.
But it is not always the most comfortable place to be., As we go about our work
we are subject to attacks from right and left; from those who understandably want
to protect their own interests; from those who resist change; from those who dis-
agree with us as a matter of principle; and from those who would pervert our pur-
pose to promote their own ends.

Our answer can only be: a program chosen by the membership; leadership re-
sponsible to the membership; increased community understanding of the purpose, pol=-
icies and procedures of the League of Women Voters; clear heads, good sense, con-
fidence and courage on the part of all of us and a steadfast dedication to the
principles on which our government is founded.
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GIRL SCOUTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
National Headquarters
155 East Llith Street, New York 17, New York

September 1, 195!

Mrs., John G. Lee, President
League of Women Voters
1026 = 17th Street, N.W.

Washington 6, D.C.
Dear Mrs. lee:

You were indeed kind to send me expressions of regret for the trying experience
that the Girl Scouts have undergone. It has been difficult, but our friends have
been many and their support has been most gratifying.

You may have seen our publication "Friends Around the Town" which lists the many
organizations with whom the Girl Scouts cooperate and who cooperate so splendidly
with uss We prepared this pamphlet because we felt it was important to have in
one place for ready reference for our local groups to use, the names, the emphases,
and resources of the many public and private organizations in this country. The
League of Women Voters is listed among the private organizations on page 32 of this
pamphlet, We are enclosing a copy of the pamphlet in case you do not have one.

When the present Girl Scout Handbook was prepared, we omitted the reference to all
individual organizations, At that time the League of Women Voters had been working
with us most actively on the "My Government" badge and it was natural, perhaps, for
us to overlook the fact that your organization continued to be listed, We had
grouped all others under a general heading, This change has, of course, brought in
many queries., The National Needlework Guild has been concerned because we no
longer list them in the Handbook, and we have had to explain that we couldn't name
all the organizations with whom we cooperated, particularly because our Handbook is
written for children in all parts of the United States, and, as you know, some
organizations are active in one community and others in another. The fact that the
League was listed but others weren't further confused the issue, as you can see.

The above is the substance of our explanation to our local members who have queried
us on the deletion, and we hope you will feel free to quote from this letter in
answering inquiries which come from your local Leagues.

We understand that an article on League-Cirl Scout cooperation is scheduled in the
Ladies Home Journal and are delighteds I hope that there will be many more occa-
sions when the cooperative activities of our two organizations are widely publi-
cizeds I think it makes a wonderful story.

I would very much appreciate an opportunity to consult with you whenever we have
any questions in regard to the League of Women Voters and trust that you will keep
me informed of any matters pertaining to the Girl Scouts which come to your
attention,

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Olivia Layton

Mrse ROY Fs Iayton
President
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* F¥ROM: THE WANDERER, & national Cathollc Weekly published every Thursday
by the WANDERER PRINTING COMPANY ,128 E. 10th Street, St. Paul 1, Minn.

Joseph Matt, Editor.
St. Paul, Minn. May 19, 1955.

"TWO SIDES TO IT

Minnesota's League of Women Voters, which has again lost ofit in 1ts fight

for revision of the State Constitution and other important propositions, is
planning to carry on the fight through wider use of out-State newspapers, a
statewlde speakers bureau, and added cooperative efforts with other organized
bodles.

During the annual State convention of the League last week in St. Paul, Prof.
Lloyd M. Short of the political sclence department of the University of
Minnesota told the women that the prospect for constitutional revision in this
State is good despite the League's "temporary setback™ at the recent legisla-
tive session. He said the League was "excellently qualified" to carry on 1lts
"educational program" for effecting a constitutional change.

Further tribute was paid to the League in an editorial published in last
Friday's (May 13th) St. Paul Pioneer Press. “he editorial, after sympathlzing
with the women's temporary failure to bring about an alleged "governmental
reform™ in the State Legislature, goes on to say:

"As a nonpartisan organization interesteé. ih better government, with no
selfish axes to grind, the League is in an excellent position to provide the
pushes and the prods which are necessary to bring asbout leglslative action.
Ita local groups have extensive contacts throughout the State. It thus be-
comes an effective educational force. And public education on governmental
probelms is essentlal to progress.

While it is not intended to open discussion here on the pros and cons of the
proposed revision of the State Lonstitution, it seems necessary nevertheless
to point out that the national League of Women Voters, despite some worthwile
contributions it may have made, has earned for 1ltself a contrary reputation
in other quarters from that of a "nonpartisan organization with no selfish ax
axes to grind."

Dr. Felix Wittmer, well-known editorial contributor to such national publica-
tions as American Mercury, The Freeman, and Human Events, in an article pubzi-
1ished in the National Republic of last August, "How Far To The Left Is The
League of Women Voters?" , gives some revealing hkstorical data on the ac-
tivities of the national Women's League since its founding, in 1919, by the
late Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt.
legarding Mrs. Catt, who was president of the national League until her death
in 1947, Dr. Wittmer writes:

®A veteran pacifist and internationalist, Mrs. Catt throughout the years was
an easy target of those who use our gullible 'liberals™ as fronts for the
Communist causes. During the Spanish Civil War, in the 1950s, she sponsored
the “oordinating Gommittee to Lift the Embargo, 'one of the numerous Commu-
nist-front enterprises which were organized around the Communists' agitation
over the Spanish “ivil War' (Speclal Gommittee on Un-American Activities,
House of Hepresentatives, Seventy-eight “ongress, Second Sesslion, on H.Res
282) Siging a petition, 'Lift the Embargo Now,' which appeared in the New
York Times of January 3lst, 1939, Mrs. Catt found herself in the company of
such old-timers of the pro-Communist casues as Marc Blitzstein, “ockwell
Kent, Emil Lengyel, and others. The (Communist) Daily Worker of February 10th,
1954, p. 3 listed her as sponsoring the “Yommittee of Women of the National
Council of American Soviet Frimndship, in sending recorded messages to women
of the Sovelet Union, exposed by Walter S. Steele before a Congressional
committee in 1947 as a Communist front. She also joi ¢
front in petitioning in behalf of Harry Bridges 1n5192§?“another T e
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Dr. Wittmer cites the Commie-front record of other prominent Women League
officials, among them Jane Addams, Emily Newell Blair, Julia Clifford
Lathrop, Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach, Professor Alice Hamllton. Dr. Wittmer
believes that, if the League of Women Voters were truly aware of the
nefarious influences of leaders of this type, they would publicly dlsavow
them. Unfortunately, however, the League has not disavowed such leaders,
and, in the opinion of Dr. Wittmer, "has been a partisan of those many
Socialiﬁtic 1ssues which are the breeding centers of sympathies with Com-
munisme.

Dr. Wittmer continues:

"How closely the League of Women Voters is linked with other Left-wing or-
ganizations, which try to stampede public opinion toward Leftist solutions of
controversial problems, has been made abundantly clear by Lucille Cardin Craln
and Amne Burrows Hemilton, in their well-documented thirty-page pamphlet,
"Packaged Thinking for Women." The League, it 1s alleged, 1s one of twenty-
one organizations, comprising about ten million members, which adhere to the
Women's Joint Congressional Committee. This pyramid commlttee, a pressure
group for such Soclalistic measures as Federal ald to education, has main-
tained intimate contacts with certain departments and agencies of our Govern-
ment in the past. Innumerable of the collectivistic and internationallst
measures of the Yovernment, through this committee, have been 'explained' to
the women of the Nation. Of course, the League of Women Voters has, 1t
appears, closely cooperated with Program Information Exchange, that huge
clearing center for thoughts which has clalmed to reach fifty-six hillion
people. The League itself, like other militant Left-wing groups, 1s comparl-
tively small. (The May, 1953, issue of"The National Voters" reports that the
'locals' grew from 824 to X 917 during the past year, and membership increased
by 16,000, bringing the total to 122,000,.) But it is through Program Informa-
tion Exchange, headed by the old Socialist and Communist fronter, until re-
cently director of the i‘wemtieth Century Fund, Evans Clar, that small outfits
like the League of Women Voters, the ¥oreign Policy Assoclation, and CIO'S
Political Action Committee are said to have duped the me t conservative
groups and individuals, and have disseminated collectivistic 1deas of the
welfare 8tate.

"In all such organizations of the Left, it is usually en 1ncredibl¥ small #

group of officers that suggests, promotes =nd enforces policies. he plat-
form of the League of Women Voters, evident from information reaching this
writer, is not a crystallization of grasssroots aspirations; it sppears that
1t is conducted at top-level, in cooperation with officiald of other members
of the Women's Joint Congressional Committee such as the American Assoclation
of University Women, the Young Women's Christian issociation, the National
Council of Jewish Women, and the National Association of “usiness and Pro-
fessional Women's Clubs.

"It might take many volumes to document how the League of Women Voters, from
local issues as the Scarsdiale, N. Y., controversy on Communist infiltration
of the schools to nationsal 1ssues as that of the Bricer Amendment, has taken
a stand on the radtcal slde --

WNevertheless, when the League of Women Voters opposed the Bricker Amendment,
there was an outburst of protest from members in Bricker's home State, Marion
H. Roller, in the "'Cincinnati £nquirer of February 2nd, 1954, took the local
board of the League to task for opposing the Agpendment without first polling
the members. Daisy Morrell McWhorter, in the Cleveland Plain Dealer of
Sunday, February 14th, 1954, pointed out that on January 19th, 1954, the
Ohio president complained in a letter to local presidents that 'only very
imcomplete records' of opinion on the Bricker Amendment had been sent. Yet
one day later, on January 20th, 1934, the Cleveland Plain Dealer" reported:
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"A letter opposing the Bricker Amendment went out from the Ohio League of
“omen Voters yesterday.' Put the natlonal president of the League notified
President Elsenhower as early as January l3th that the entire League was
against the Bricker Amendment.

"Protests in the press showed that the members of many of the largest locals
were not even consulted. Mrs. McWiorter showed that in Shaker Heights less
than ten percent of the more than seven hundred members were asked their
opinions. At Yleveland Heights, with a membership of three hundred and
twenty-seven, there was no poll. ‘he Cincinnati League declared against the
Amendment on January 27th (two weeks after the national announcement). “hree
weeks later, according to James Ratiff in the "Enquirer" of February 2lst,
the Cincinnatl League called for its member units for the first time to
study the “mendment ...."

Dr. Wittmer concludes that, under these circumstances, nobody can be sur-
prised that there has been much protesting from individual League members
who refuse to be steamrollered into "heiling" radical decisions of quasi-
dictatorial boards.

Up, Wittmer's documented commentary on the League of Women Yoters is
offered here merely to show that, despite what the newspapers and super-
ficial publicists have to say about the League, there are in this case, as
in all others, two d sides to the coin and people have a right to inspect
both sides, not only one.
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MRS, JOHN G. LEE
President

June 16, 1955

Mrse. Basil Young, President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
8L South Tenth Street, Room L06
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, Young:

Mrs. Lee discussed with me your letter about the article in The Wanderer and,
as she is leaving Washington today, asked me to write you,

When Dr, Wittmer's article appeared in the Avgust issue of the National
Republic described in our January 25, 1955 memo to state presidents, we had
a number of inquiries, On the advice of our attorney we undertook no action
at that time,

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which we sent out in response te inquiries
about Dr, Wittmer's article. It contains some information which may be
useful if you are questioned about the Wanderer article.

We do not believe that it would be advisable to reply to this kind of an

article. It only opens up a chance for further reply and keeps the matter
before the public,

Apparently reprints of the article by Dr, Wittmer are being circulated in a
variety of ways. We shall not see the end of it for some time, However, in
the communities where it has appeared Leagues do not seem to have suffered,
If the standing of the loecal League in the community is sound, the public
generally is little disturbed by such an attack,

Sincerely yours,
(0 Leracdl

s. Robert F, Leonard
First Vice-President
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OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

Nov. 22, 1955

Mrs. J. W. DuShane
Rochester League of Women Voters

Rochester, WMinn.
Dear lirs. DuShane:

I have been remiss in not writing long before to thank you for coming
to our board meeting in October. Your ideas were very helpful to us,
and we've been trying to follow them up. I am enclosing a copy of the
letter we sent out to 47 former members. So far we haven't had much
response -- only one woman sent dues, one declined the invitation to
rejoin, and there was dead silence from the others. We probably will
follow up with phone calls, and are also going to do that with the
people we contacted for our Sept. membership meeting. We have had
difficulty getting together a correct list of people contacted by

the first letter (the list was borrowed), so our phoning will probably
be postponed until after the Christmas rush. Nobody seems to be in
the mood to take on anything new at this time of year. I want to
report to you also that we are working out definite plans for & third
unit, which will probably meet in the afternoon.

I am writing now mainly because I feel someone on the state leval
should be told about a speech made by a Dr, Behmler of Morris ta. the
state Medical Auxiliary some iime.in October. Perhaps you, as
—d6¢tor's wife, were there, or perhaps word of this hes already come
to the attention of the state board. A doctor's wife here in town
reported this to our League, not as she put it "because I'm an
alarmist", but because she felt we would like to track it down.

Dr. Behmler is the only doctor in the state legislature, she says,

and the main theme of his speech wus That doctors should have more
Political rasponsibility, and it was the wives' job to help &long
those lines. He claimed the League was being infiltrated af The
national level by communism, in the matter of progréam MEKIAZ in par-
Ticular. From whet I understand of national program making, it 18
completely democratic, and how he could substzantiate his cleim I don't
know. On the other hand, I don't think any of us should automatically
take the "ostrich hiding in the sand" attitude, and say it can't
happen. Accordig to the doctor's wife who reported this to us, Dr.
Behmler's attitdde was that of sympathy toward the League (“"as a
longtime friend of League he was sorry to see this happen"). Perhaps
some one on the state board has had dealings with Dr. Rehmler in the
state legislature, ad would like to inquire into this further. If,

as I am inclined to believe, he's "all wet" in his ideas, here is a
chance to set him straight and gain a real friend for League. At

a

-
any rate, the wholgaffair has aroused our curiosity. Let us know
what you find out!
Sincerely,

’/i‘biii¢bﬁ4L. fa?7c(fa/LZ:(§?L

Mrs. H. C. MeCarthy
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President
*Dr. Louis R. Weiss

Vice-President
*Burton Joseph

Second Vice-President
*Aaron Litman

Secretary
*Sidney Lorber

Treasurer
*Jacob Dim

Executive Director
Samuel L. Scheiner

Minneapolis

Dr. Moses Barron
Judge Irving Brand
Joseph Burdman
Martin Cohn

Amos Deinard
Michael Finkelstein
Dr. Kopple Friedman
Mrs. David Gaviser
Samuel Goldman
Harold Grossman
George Guttmann
*Alex Kanter

*Sam Kaufman
Robert Latz

*Max Levinsohn
Roland Minda

Saul Myers

Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz
A. Ray Segal

*S. Louis Shore
Melvin Toberman
Solomon Wasserman

St. Paul

Oscar Berris
Jacob Dim

Irving Epstein
Allen Firestone
*Judge Archie Gingold
Milton Gray
William Hoffman
Israel Krawetz

Dr. S. H. Popper
Leonard Rapoport
Dan Rosenberg
Gene Rosenblum
Alan K. Ruvelson
Mrs Nathan Salute
Louis Smerling
*Benno Wolft

Duluth

Mrs. H. W. Davis
*Walter Eldot

Mrs, J. Gershgol
Robert Karcn

Rabbi B. T. Rubenstein

Albert Lea, Charles Upin
Austin, E. G, Usem
Hibbing, S. J. Cowan
Keewatin, T, Shuirman
Mankato, Mrs. P. Gendler
Rochester, 5. Golob
Virginia, N. V. Keller
Winona, B. A. Miller

*Members of
Executive Committee

Telephone: Mldway 6-7356

June 8, 1956

Mrs, Basil Young, Presidemt
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Hibbing, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Young:

I thought you would be interested in the enclosed article attacking
your excellent and truly American organization which appeared in

the American Legion Magazine for June, 1956. It is certainly a
horrible situation when a so-called patriotic veterans organization
will attack an organization such as yours which has devoted itself
unselfishly for many years to educating the American public in true
democracy. I am certainly hopeful that the dgy may soon arrive when
the rank and file Legionnaires will react in such a manner to this
drivel that they will once and for all put an end to the ultra-con-
servative dynasty which has been controlling this veterans' organiza-
tion for years. It is a mighty slow process, but, believe me, in my
little way I shall work night and day toward this end.

I would very much appreciate your returning the enclosed material to
me for my files, for it is the only copy which I have. It is possible
that this article has been called to your attention before and that
you may have a copy of it. In the event that you don't have a copy
and want one, .I would suggest that you write for a copy of the

June, 1956, issue of the American Legion Magazine to the American
Legion Magazine, 720 5th Avenue, New York 19, New York.

With kindest personal regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel L, Scheiner
Executive Director

Past Presidents: *Louis Gross, *Albert H, Heller, Jr., *Jack Mackay, *Meyer Dorfman, *Dr. Irwin Epstein




MOMORANDUM RE THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

This Memorandum is not intended to indicate that the League of Women Voters (local, state or national), is a Communist
Front, communistically 8nclined, and it is not intended to indicate that any of the membe:s of The League of Women Voters
(local, state or nationsl), are Communists, Communist-sympathizers, or supporters of the Communist program unless other-
wise indicated; and nothing in this memorandum is intended to indicate that any persons herein named are now or ever were
members of e League of Women Voters (local, state or nationsl), unless othcrwise indicated,

L
ORGANIZATION

It grew out of the National American Women Sufferage Association which worked for pascage of the 19th Amendment, com-
mencing in about Feburary of 1919,
The new League commenced functioning in about 1920 and the founder and original lader was MPS, CAPRIE CHAPMAN CATT,
whose close associate was JANE ADAMS,

ARTICLE II - Section I, of its By-Laws says: "The purpose of The League of Women Voters of the United States shall be to pro=
mote political responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens in Government, "

I1
POLICY

Section 2, Article II of its By-laws, states: "POLICY. The League may take action on Governmental mzasures and policies
in the public interest, It shall not support or oppose any political party or dendidate,

I11

ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF THE LEAGUE UNDER ITS EY-LAWS AS
AMENDED AT ITS 1954 CONVENTICON

Members of the National Organization belong to local Leagues at the Co:amunity level, The local Leagues are, also,
organized at the State level into State Leagues, which take action at the State level,

Officers of the National are elected by delegates from the 1koal leagues who assemble every other year at a National
Convention, Each league (local, state and national) has its local Board of Directors, made up of its clected officers, six (6)
elected directors, plus not more than six directors appointed by the elected Board members. The Board of cach league
(local, state and national) decides when and how to take action on issues included in its program, The timing is up to the
Board at the appropriate level of Government,

It is at the National Convention, also, that the National program and principles are decided upon. &% months before the
convention is scheduled, the National Board meets to work up a "proposed program, " taking into consideration suggestions it
has received from Member Leagues, This "proposed program" is then submitted to the Member Leagues for discussion and
consideration, but no recommendations for changes may even be considered at the National Convention unless there is a two=
thirds vote on the floor of the Convention. And any additions or amendments to the progam require a two-thirds vote of the de-
legates,

The national Board's program, requiring the approval of only a majority of the delegates, generally goes through pretty
much intact,

The "program" is'made up of two parts - the "platform", and the "current agenda. " Included in the "platform" for 1954~
56 are eighteen (18) so-called Platform Principles and eight (8) Continuing Responsibilities, The Platform Principles and Con-
tinuing Responei bilities are brief statements of general principles based on conclusions supposadly arrived at through studies by
League members in the past.

These General Principles are the source from which the National Board derives aits authority "to make certain timely decisions
on behalf of the League” and when the National Board decides it is "time for action, " it calis on members all over the country
to support the League's official position by various means: Radio, TV, Newspapers, Letters to Congressmen, etc.

An examination of the "local League Handbook-Publication No, 41, 1944" cnd other League publications, show that local
Leagues are instructed as follows:

a, Determining consensus should be an interpretive process, The Board should take into 2ccount areas of agreement express=
ed in general membership meetings, in unit meetings and in Conventions and the annual me=ting when the Program was selected.
The Board should give continuous attention to the development of membership thinking tzughour (hksyypeanwihenthiecpeopsatsm
is discussed. In this way the Board is in touch with membership thinking as it develops and DOES INOT NEED TO SEEK IT WHEN
AN EMERGENCY ARISES, . (Italics supplied)/

b. A League shall respond to a TIME FOR ACTION sent by a national or State Board, If a local League does not agree with
the position of the state or National League on an issue, or if it feels its membership is not prepared on the subject, it may

choose not to take legislative action, However, it shall inform its members of the TIME FOR ACTION so that they can act as
individuals if they want to do so. A report as to why no action was taken shall be sent by the (local) Board to the State or
National Board for its information. A local League shall not take official action contrary to a State or National stand. . . .

c. Polling the membership, particularly by mail or phone, to arrive at an agrezment IS NOT SOUND. IT TENDS TO FORCE
CRYSTALLIZATION OF OPINION WITHOUT BENEFIT OF DELIBERATION. MOREOVER, IT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR VARIATION
OF OPINION. :

Between Conventions, the Board of Directors has authority to put the League on record (and does) on issues which had not
arisen at the time of the last Convention, It wason this basis that Mrs, John G, Lee, President of The League since 1950, wrote
President Eisenhower in Janurary, 1954, three months before that year's Convention, that The League wag firmly opposed to the
Bricker Ameridment; the issue never had been discussed by Convention, but Mrs, Lee never-the-less did presume to speak for
The League's 127, 000 members without polling the membership because "IT TENDS TO FC2CE CRVSTALLIZATION OF OPINION
WITHOUT BENEFIT OF DELIBERATION. MOREOVER, IT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR VARIATION OF CPINION. "




v
SOME PROMINENT DARLINGS OF THE LEAGUE

Mrs, Carrie Chapman Catu: During the Spanish Civil War, in the 1930's she sponsored the coordinating Committee to lift the
Embargo (one of the numerous Communist Front Enterprises which were organized around the Communist agitation over the
Spanish Civil War,) (See Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 78th Congress, 2nd Session,
on H, Res. 282).

Signed a Petition "Lift the Embargo Now" which appeared in the New Hfork Times of Janurary 31, 1939, together with such
other oldtimers of the pro-Communist causes as Marc Blitzenstein, Rockwell Kent, Emil Lengyel, and others,

The Daily Worker of Feburary 10, 1944, page 3, listed her as sponsoring the Committee of Women of the National Council
of American Soviet Friendship, This Committee was exposed by Walter 8, Stelle before a Congressional Committee in 1947
as a Communist Front,

She also joined another Communist Front in petitioning in behalf of Harry Bridges in 1942,

She was one of the professional radical-pacifists of the 1920's and 1930's and was a friend and co-worker with the notorious
Jane Addams.

JANE ADAMS: World-famous pacifist was on the Advisory Board of Russian Reconstruction Farms, cited as a2 Communist Ed-
terprise which was directed by Harold Ware, son of the infamous Communist, Mother Bloor, and the organizer of the first
Communist Spy Cell in owr Government,

She supported the recognition of Russia in 1933,

She is reported to have been active in establishing or promoting the following organizations: Federated Press (Communist
Propaganda Agency); Women's Peace Party (Pacifist); Emergency Peace Federation (Pacifist); Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom (Pacifist-Socialist); American Civil Liverties Union (formed to give legal aid to radicals and Commun=
ists who get into trouble with the law); Fellowship of Reconciliation (Red, Pacifist, Pro-Russian); Russian-American Industrial
Corporation (Communist); National Consumers’ League (Communist); American Commission of Information About Russia (Pro'=
Communist); National Save- Our Schools Committee (Pro-Communist); Operated Hull K¢l (Chicago), a home and meeting
place for reds and radicals, pacifists, socialists and Communists,

She, with Mrs, Catt, and through the use of The League of Women Voters, circulated the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom Petiton to total disarmament of the United States (1931).

She is also reputed 1o have collaborated with a host of Communist revolutionists in America and abroad, inclujing such persons
as William Z, Foster, Norman Thomas, Harry F. Ward, Sydney Hillman, Eugene Debbs , Robert Minor, Roger B. 1dwin, and
agitated for our recognition of Soviet Russia and other Socialist-Communist causes.

EMILY NEWELL BLAIR, Sponsored the League of Women Shoppers, "an organization which this Committee found to be Com-
munist-controlled front by indisputable documentary evidence obtained from the files of the Communist Party in Philadelphia®
(see Special Committee on Un-American Activites, Report, March 28, 1944, page 121), She was also active in the "Spanish
Refugee" groups in 1939 and was Chairman of the Consumer's Federation of District of Columbia in 1938,

JULIA CLIFFORD LATHROP: Pesviddipn the Advisory Council of the American Society for Cultural Relations with Russia,

MRS, HENRY GODDARD LEACH: Publicly appealed in behalf of the Soviet Russian people before we were actively involved
in World War II, and she was Director of the American Russian Institute in 1936,

ALICE HAMILTON: Who was reputedly a member of the following Communist Fronts: The American Committee to Save
Refugees, Russian Reconstruction Farms, Consumer's National Feder ation, Friends of the Soviet Union, National Council of
American-Soviet Friendship, and The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. While as a National Committeewoman
of the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom, she petitioned for the discontinuation of the House Un-
Ane rican Activities Commimge, she sponsored the Schneiderman Defense Committee and the Citizens Committee to Free
Earl Browder,

ANNA LORD STRAUSE: She is still regarded as one of the cdominatt personalities in the League of Women Voters, butis
not even a member of its Board of Directors, She has domgbeen known as an internationalist and a "domgooder. " She was a .
member of the Board from 1934 to 1938 and was National President of the League from 1944 to 1950, She presently confines her
official conaectons to the Presidency of The Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund,

v
THE CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT MEMORIAL FUND

The C, C. C. Fund was set up by the League of Women Voters in 1947 as a subsidiary "educadonal arm", and operates speci-
fic "educational” projects under contributions from individuals or grants from foundations, Its operations all were small until
last year, when it suddenly blossomed forth with a $111, 610, 00 grant from the Anti-Anti-Communist Fund for the Republic for
something clled "Freedom Agenda. "

If reference is made to the Report of the Fund for the Republic, Inc., May 31, 1955, page 25, and to The Carrie Chapman
Catt Memorial Fund, Inc., leaflet, 1955, and to The Freedom Agenda leaflet of 1955, it will be discovered that the "Freedom
Agenda" program, as usual, has high-sounding and praiseworthy objectives. In print, they stimulate consideration and realiza-
tion by Americans of the benefits accruing to them from the Constitution's guarantees of individual freedom. The objective
is to be achieved by organizing local discussion groups to study the Constitution and its civil rights and liberties guarantees,

During 1954 and 1955, the CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT MEMBRIAL FUND, INC., Published the following Freedom Agenda
pamphlets for the purpose of providing "basic information on current issues which touch upon individual liberty”: "How to
Organize A Freedom ACenda Project”; "The Bill of Rights and Our Individual Liberties” by T. V. Smith; "Where Constitution-
al Liberty Came From" by Alfred H. Kelly; "Freedom of Speech and Press" by Zechariah Chaffee, Jr; "Constitutional Inves-
tigating Committees” by Robert K, Carr; and "The Constitution and Loyalty Progeams, " by Alan Westin, (See Freedom Agenda

* Pamphlet: "How to Organize a Freedom Agenda Project,” 1954),
recommended by The League of Women Voters is as follows:

PR IELT Llo € ) [V




Kelly, Alfred H.
Harbison, Winifred A, -- The American Constitution, Its Origins and Development,
McLaughlin, Andrew C, -- A Constitutional History of the United States,
Swisher, Carl B, -- American Constitutional Development,
Blam Joseph, L. -- Cornerstone of Religious Freedom in the United States,
Chafee, Zechariah, Jr., -- Documentsdn Fundamental Human Rights,
Free Speech in the United States.
Commager, Henry Steele -- Documents of American History.
Emerson, Thomas I. -- Political and Civil Rights in the United States,
Jones, Howard Mumford -~ Primer of Intellectual Freedom,
Chamberlain, Lawrence H. -- Loyalty and Legislative Action.
Gellhorn, Walter -- Security, Loyalty and Science.
The States and Subversion,
Rossiter, Clinton -~ Seedtime of the Republic:%he origins of the American Tradition of Political Liberties,
Bontecou, Elanor -~ The Federal Loyalty-Security Program
Barth, Alan -- The Loyalty of Free Men
Weyl, Nathanial -~ The Battle Against Disloyalty
Meiklejohn, Alexander -~ Free Speech and its relation to sefl Government
Eberling, E, J. -- Congressional Investigations.
Dimock, M. E, == Conyressional Investigating Commirttees,
Palmer, Edward E. -- The Communist Problem in America,
Miller, John O, -~ Crisis in Rreedom;Tthe Alien andSSedilionAcy
Reed, Conyers, -- The Constitution Reconsidered.

ZECHARIAH CHAFEE, JR., a Harvard University Professor and author of FREEDOM AGENDA PAMPHLET “Freedom of Speech
and Press”, signed a statement in 1933 urging United States recognition of the Soviet Union under the auspices of the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Ih-1940;, CHAFEE signed a Statement to the President of the United States on behalf of the Veteransy of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, The following year he signed a statement defending The Communist Party.«(Sce Leaflet, 1933; and
HUAC, Appendix 11, 1944, pages 647 and 1648).

He was affiliated with the Citizens Committee to Free Earl Browder and signed a statement opposing the renewal of the
Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 1943, on behalf of the subversive National Federation For Constitutional
Liberties. CHAFEE also signed a petition on behalf of the American Committee For Democracy and Intelkectual Freedom,

a now defuncy Communist Front which defended Communist teachers. (See HUAC, Appendix IX, 1944, pages 331, 621 and
1243; and HUAC, Guide to Su ersive Organizations and Publications, 1951, page 12).

In 1950, CHAFEE sent a prepared statement to the House Committee on Un-American Activities during hearings on legislation
to outlaw Un-Ame rican ‘andwubsersive activities, declaring his opposition to the Subversive Activities Conwol Act, (H. R
7595 and H.R. 3903). The same year he sponsored the subversove National Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill and signed
an Open Letter on behalf of the National Committee To Repeal The McCarran Act. (See HUAC, Report on The National Com~
mittee to Defeat the Hlundt Bill, 1950, page II; HUAC, Hearings on Legislation to Outlaw Certain Un-American and Subver-
sive Activities, 1950, \page 2319; and Letterhead, 1950). .

CHAFEE is a current executive Group member of the National Counc8l P&ainst Conscription, which was fully exposed in
the October 15, 1954 issue of THE FIRING LINE. He signed 3 statement in September 1955 "uring adoption of stands sought by ge Com
the Communist Party”, under auspices of the Americans For Traditional Liberties of 40 East 40th Street, New York City, (See
“The Tablet", 10-1-55; and Letterhead, 1955)

FREEDOM AGENDA PROGRAM also suggests three books for further reading written by CHAFEE entitled "How Human Rights
Got Into The Constitution”, "Free Speech In The United States” and "Documents on Fundamental Human Rights" in 3 volumes,
(See Freedom A_enda Pamphlet "Freedom of Speech and Press”, 1955, page 59).

Each FREEDOM AGENDA Pamphlet contains a selection of recommended books and pamphlets for further reading, An ex-
amination of these references disclosesi the following names of authors: ZECHARIAN CHAFEE, JR., HENRY STEELE COMM#RS
AGER, THOMAS I. EMERSON, WALTER GELLHORN, DAVID HAVER, HOWARD MUMFORD JONES and ALEXANDER MEIKLE-
JOHN. Freedom Agenda also recommends a Public Affairs Pamphlet,

HENRY STEELE COMMAGER was a member of the Committee of Welcome for the "Red" Dean of Canterbury, VERY REV-
EREND HEWLETT JOHNSON, when Johnson was originally invited to visit the United States by the National Council of Amer-
ican - Societ Friendship in 1948, (See Report, Tax-Exempt Foundations, 1954, page 250),

COMMAGER stated the following year that "we are now embarked upon a campaign of suppression and opprestion more reck-
less, moe prevasive, and ultimately more dangerous than any inour history . , ., The hue and cry goes on without regard to
the fact the Justice Department and the FBI have as yet adduced no evidence that traitors and spies and subversives have been
able to work substantial harm to the nation . . ." COMMASER is 2 member of the National Committee of the American Civil
Liberties Union. (See The New York Times Magazine", 6626-49; The Atom Spy Hoax" by William A, Reuben, 1955, page
148; and Letterhead, 1955).

THOMAS 1. EMERGON, professor at Yale Law School and a current member of the Executive Committee of the National
Councilof the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, was identified as a member of the Communist Party before thesSelect-
Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizaton in 1952, EMERSON has been affiliated with
the International Juridical Associatipn, National Lawyers Guild, Jefferson School of Social Science, Naticnal Committee to
Repeal The Mundt Bill and the Progressive Citizens of America. (See Hearings Tax-Exempt Foundations, 1952, page 723;
HUAC , Apendix IX, 1944, pages 795, 809 and 1275; HUAC, Review of the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace,
1949, page 28; and Letterhead),

EMERSON signed an Open Letter to All Congressional Candidates in 1950 asking for repeal of the McCarran Act, under the
auspicesof the National Committee To Repeal The McCarran Act. A sponsor of Live Let Live, Emerson has also sponsored the
Hiroshima Commemorative Committee, Southern Conference For Human Welfare, and was listed as a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Cojntil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. The record of EMERSON has been reported in the
May 15, 1954, August15, 1954, April 15, 1955 and August 1, 1955 issues of The Firing Line. (See "Daily Worker", 7-12-55;
HOAC, Review of the Scientific and Cultural Conferance for World Peace, 1949, page 34; Letterheads and Leaflets. )

WA_I;TER GELLHORN, Professor of the Schoolof Law, Columbia University, was identified as a member of the Communist




Party by LOUIS F. BUDENZ before the Select Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organiza-
tions on December 23, 1952. A member of the Board ofDirectors of the American Civil Liberties Union, GELLHORN was ex-
posed in the September 15, 1955 issue of tHE FIRING LINE, page 92, as having received a fellowship from The Fund for The

Republic, Inc,, for research assistance in preparing the 1956 Edward Douglass White lectures, (Sec Hearings, Tax-Exempt

Foundations, 1952, page 725; and Letterheads, 1955).

DAVID HABER, a sponsor of the subversive China Welfare Appeal Inc., in 1950, was listed as 2 member of the Board of
Directors of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions athe following year. He is currenaty a member of the
National Council of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committce and sponsored the W. E, B, DuBois Sponsoring Committee in
1951, The year before, he sponsored the Mid-Century Conference for Peace and signed a statement on behalf of the Executive
Comsmhiatee of the New Haven Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union urging clemency for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg.
(See HUAC, Report on the Communist Peace Offensive, 1951, page 148; "Daily Worker”, 11-26-52, page 3, and Letterheads).

ALEXANDER MERKLEJOHN a 1955 National Committee member of the American Civil Liberties Union, sponsored the
American Committee For Protection of Foreign Born in 1951 andsijwesl an appeal to the President to grant amnesty for Com-~
munist Party leaders convicted under the Smith Act under the auspices of the subversive National Committee to Win Amnesty
For The Smith Act Victims, MEIKLEJOHN was affiliated with the National Council of the Arts, Scoences and Professions in
1951, and was listed as a participant of a two-day Conference and Forum held by the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee
in 1953. (See "Daily Worker", 6-29-51, page 5; Letterheads and Leaflets; and "New Republic”, 1-26-53).

HOWARD MUMFORD JONES has been a sponsor of the National Committee to Combat Anti-Semetism, National Council
of American -Soviet Friendship, Inc., and the Massachusetts Council of American-Soviet Friendship, JONES also sponsored
the Committee of One Thousand in 1948 and the Progressive Citizens of America the year before. A 1951 contributor to ¥The
Nation" magazine, Jones was listed as an Initdator and Sponsor of the National Committee To Repeal The McCarran Act in
1951, (See HUAC, Appendix IX, 1944, pages 1172, 1202; HAUC, Expose of Communist Activities in the State of Massach-
usetts, 1951, page 1412; "New Republic”, 9-27-i8; "Daily Worker", 3-23-51, page 2; and Letterheads).

Vi

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLET number 179 entitled "Loyalty In A Democracy”, is suggested for further study by the FREEDOM
AGENDA PROGRAM, PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLET, published by the Public Affairs Committee of 22 East 38th Sueet, New
York City, was fully exposed in THE FIRING LINE of October 1, 1954, pages 2-4. The current editor of the Pamphlet series,
MAXWELL S. STEWARE, was identified as 2 member of the Communist Party before the Senate Internal Security Subcomm-
ittee in 1951,

During World War II, one PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLET was "barred by the War Department after Congress protested again-
st its use in orientation classes of the Armf declaring that its aim was to create racial antagonism. " (See "The Institute
of Pacific Relations, 1952, page 158).

C ONCLUSION

The early projects of The League were Child Welfare, Education, Standards of Cleanliness for Food Preparation, Working
Conditions for Women, et cetera, The League's aim was to show how conditions in these fields could be improved THROUGH
GOVERNMENT, and then to work for political change threugh legislation "in the public interest.” The League adheres rig-
orously to its expressed purpose against 'thoosing sides as between parties and candidates; if it did not so adhere, it would
lose its prized tax-exemption, But the permission to "take action on governmental measures and policies” has been abused
to permit national of ficers of The League to put it on record on a surprising list of issues. It is here that the publicly un-
known national df ficers have recorded the 127, 000 membership of The League to fair-dealism, internationalsim, and left-
wing programs, That leadershiphas recorded nhel27,000x(withaut folling themmard withoat pravidiing thent witti:a demeal
ocratiotinethod of expressing themselves on the "platform principls” at the annual conventions) as being against the DBricker
Amendment, opposed to any constitutional limitations on income tax rates; in favor of indiscriminate reduction of rtariffs;
in favor of broad expansion of the scope and authority of the United Nations and its subsidiaries; heavier conuibutions by the
United States to the Operations of the United Nations; international control of manufacture and shipment of arms; unemploy-
ment relief insurance; federal social welfare; federal regulation of private employment exchanges; The Griffin Bill "To
Relieve an Alien Seeking Naturalization Papers From Taking an Oath to Bear Arms in Defense of the United States, "

The League's principle Number II stands for "a system of taxation that takes into account the ability to pay and the
general welfare". In other words, the eague opposes any modification of the 16th Amendment, which, through its New Deal
application, has been disclosed to be a socialistic weapon, and, the root of all evil, The policy-making officers of The Lea-
gue evidently do not know that the graduated and unlimited income tax conforms with the core of anti-free enterprise Marxism:
"from those who are able to those who are in need". If they are aware of it, they ought to play above board, and call them-
selves a socialistic outfit and drop the non-partisan pretense,

The 1954 platform of The League also opposes "constitutional” changes that limit powers of the Federal Government over
foreign relations”, As evidenced by The League's stand against The Bricker Amendment, this point of the platform in the
reverse would seem to defend the right of a President to nullify domestic law through Executive agreements. Remember
Yalta, etc. When The League supports the United Nations and its specialized agencies, including adequate financial contri-
butions and the promotion of the controversial "point 4", through international econbmic development and technical assist-
ance, they ask us to support world socialism. It evidently has not occurred to the officers of The League that through the UN,
we have, up to the present, persistently yeilded to the demands of socialistic nations. They evidently do not know that
UNESCO Texts have been used as the Trojan Horse to undermine the religious and economic foundations of our freedoms. They
don't seem to realize that "Point 4" is undulterated global socialism. If they do, they approve ot it,

"

MANY OF THE STATE AND METROPOLITAN LEAGUES OF WOMEN VOTERS MOLD PUBLIC OPINION IN CONFORMITY
WITH THE SOCIALISTIC TRENDS OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION: (Thus, in 1938, the New York City League of Women
Voters, under President Anna Lord Strause, was in harmony with the Communist-controlled American Labor Party in urging
the Governor of the State to veto the McNaboce- Pzvany Bill, which would bar from teaching in the classified Civil Service
System persons who believed in the overthrow of our Government,

The League of Women Voters in Illinois, according ¢ its own statement of April 1954, "opposed three bills inoduced by
Senator Broyles; one authorized dismissal of any teacher who advocated any doctrine to undermine government by violence;
the second declared ineligible for public office or as a teacher any person advocating unlawful overthrow of government;

the third defined Communism, Communist and Communist-Front organizations and provided (that) any person in any way act-
ive on behalf of (these) was guilty of a felong and upon conviction subject to imprisonment in penitentiary, *




On May 19, 1949, the Burbank Review carried an article that the Biarbank Chapter of the organization was opposed to loy-
alty oaths by government employees.

The Bakersfield chapter df The League sponsored and conducted a localtelevision program in the latter part of 1955 as a
public service evidence of their non-partisan program, The topics discussed and &greements made left the viewer with the
impression that all persons appearing before congressional inviestigating committees should be faced with their accusor as
in a trial by jury. The fact remains, however, that congressional investigations are not trials and if Congress were forced 1o
produce the accusor in each instance our whole security system would be undermined and completely emasculated, It would
mean that the FBI could not submit evidence of subversion without revealing its inform ants and undercover agents. Years
of invaluable effort would be lost, and the Communist conspiracy would be turned loose to prey upon honest Americans
everywhere,

A DBakersfield League member has offered the information that all material given League members for study purposes is
screened many, many times on the national, state and local level before it is approved as suitable for League use. This
would logically include 2 knowledge of the authors of Freedom Agenda pamphlets and other suggested readings, It is difficult
to reconcile this fact with the dubious machinations implied by the background of the Fre@dom Agenda suthors previously
mentioned. Check the list of subversive organizations with which they are identified and male up your own mind if you would
have approved their association with any organization to which you belong.

Certain FREEDOM AGENDA pamphlets seek to discount the threat of Communism in the United States,

Our Government, the FBi, the men who fought in Korea, and patriotic Americans everywhere are fully aware of the dangers
which Communism presents here or in any country in which it raises its ugly head. The President of the Bakersfield chapter
of the League evidently does not agree, Probably through recollections of certain Freedom (AAgenda material, she made the
statement in essence that we really have no need to fear communism in the United States,

In all such organizations of the left, it is vsually an incredibly small group of officers that suggests, promotes, and enforces
policies. The platform of the League of Women Voters is not a crystallization of grassroots aspirations; it appears that it is
conducted at top level, in cooperation with other persons that are members of other left-wing organizations,

It might take many volumes to document how The League of Women Voters (from loeal issues, such as The Scarsdale, New
York, Controversy on Communist infiltration of the Schools to national issues as that of The Bricker Amendment, ) has taken a
stand on the radical side, Ample evidence concerming collectivist infiltration of the Scarsdale School System had been offered
by the Scarcdale Citizens' Commirttee, Nevertheless, according to the New York Times of April 19, 1952, the Board of Dir-
ectors "and the members” of the League supported the Boards and Staffs "in their efforts to maintain academic freedom”. It
was by these efforts that the Communists behefited. Mrs, Joseph P. Anderson, President of The Scarsdale League, said:

“The expression of confidezce!" was extended not only to Distict 1, but to District 2, which currently wa not in the "Commun-
ism" controversy. She asserted that The League has 493 members and the statement was "binding on all." It was adopted un-
animously by 90 officers and other members, she explained.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Less than one-fifth of the group voted on 2n issue of vital seaurity to the nation. It does not even appear how the vote was
cast, In brash defiance of weighty evidence, the anti-Communist patriots of Scarsdale were opposed - as usual in the name
of our «¢ivil liberties - and a manifesto, which was "binding" on more than four-fifths not present, was "unanmimously" adopted
by some form of vote provided at aBzague: meeting where at least some REAL AMERICANS sshould have been present. Such
action, indeéd, speaks for itself,

An editorial in the Cincinnati Times Star of November 10, 1955, criticizzd the Cincinnati League of Women Voters for
having backed a Censtitutional Convention for Ohio, and pointed out that when citizens contribute to the support of the League,
they have no way of knowing what istands it will take on controversial questions in the following year.

Acmally, a great many members of The League are not satisfied with the stand thar is dictated by the leaders of The Lea-
gue. When The Leaguz of Women Voters opposed The Bricker Amendment, there was an outburst of protest from members in
Bricker's home State, Marion H. Roller, in the CincinnatfInquirer of Feburary 2, 1954, took the local Board of The League w task fo
to task for opposing the Ameddment without first polling the members, Daisy Morrell McWhorter, in the Cleveland Plain
Dealer of Sunday, Feburary 14, 1954, pointed out that on Janurary 19, 1954, the Ohio President complained in a letter to local
Presidents that "only very incomplete records" of opinion on the Bricker Amendment had been sent, Yet ONE DAY LATER,
on Janurary 20, 195%, the Cleveland Plain Dealer reported:

"A letter opposing the Bricher Amendment went out from the Ohio League of Women Voters yesterday. "

But the National President of The League motified President Eisenhower as early as Janurary 13, that the entire League was
against the Bricker Amendment.

Protests in the press showed that the members of many of the larges locals were not even consulted. Mrs. McWhorter showed
that in Shaker Heights, less than ten percent (10%) of the more than 700 members were asked their opinion, At Cleveland
Heights, with a membership of 327, there was no poll. The Cincinnati League declared against the Amendment on Janurary
27th (two weeks after the National announcement). Three weeks later, according to Jame Radiff in the Enquirer of Feburary
21, the Cincinnati League called for its member units for the first time to study the amendmemt. "It's always this way," a
Westwood lady who had been a member for fifteen years, told the Enquirer. "The Board does not consult the members first.
They've done everythiag in reverse from the time I can remember, "

Letters threatening to refer slander charges to attoneys for litigation have been received by many people from the purported
"leaders" who use the good name of about 127, 000 American women when they issue their left-iving pronouncements, Such
threats are made to real Americans who point the finter at the Un-Democratic tactics of the League of Women Voters in ame-
nouncing the unanimous support of 127, 000 women of left-wing releases by a handful of autocratic leaders through the guise
of supporting the American way of life.

Any intimidation on the part of The League of Women Voters or their leaders (local, state or national) will not detract
Americans. Suchn threats did not detract Walter S, Steele, Such threats from President Percy Maxim Lee did not detract
Dr, Walter E. Warner of Ohio STate University. Such threats from the league of Women Voters of Bakersfield, California,
addressed to Mr, Hyrdm Amundsen, Jr., over the sibnature of Mrs, H. B, Smith, President, will not detract Mr, Amundsen,
On,the contrary, such threats will make them smile; for it surely indicates that the ringl leaders of the leftists within The
League of Women Voters (local, state and national) are at last worrying. Undoubtedly, most of them worry because in the
past, they have mouthed words handed to them by left-wingers with a purpose, and they have done this without an y real
knowledge of the planned left-wing attack on the American system and society. We should let them worty, the more the
better. American women have a job to do; for we must regain our lost constitutional rights and our faith in self-reliance,

We must recognize the fact that America is a government ly laws enforceable in local Courts by poor men, and not a country
govemed by executive decrees, whether they be issued by Rep8blicans or Democrats,
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League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemo’tdﬂdam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

To: Local and State League Presidents October 3, 1956
From: The National Office This is not going out on Standing

Orders or on the Publications Service
Re: Public Relations Opportunities

Opportunity #1

In the September issue of STET, the House Magazine for House Magazine Editors,
there appears a 2500 word article about the League of Women Voters. Called "Part
of the Picture" the story gives a brief history of the League and some of its ac-
complishments, We hope to have a copy available for each local League.

STET goes, free of charge, to the editor of almost every industrial house or-
gan in the country; many times the local industrial editor takes a story from STET
and adapts it for use in his own publication, Here, then, is an opportunity if
you would like to take advantage of it.

1, Go over the list of industries in your community.

2. Find out which ones have House Organs. Obtain the name of the publica-
tion and the editor,

3. Go through the League membership and pick out the names of members whose
husbands are employed in any of these companies,

Pick out the most likely prospects; write the editor drawing his attention
to the article in the September STET and asking if he would be interested
in doing a similar article for his publication, Point out the lLeague mem-
bers you have whose husbands are employed by the company; indicate that
you can supply success stories about the local and state League to make
the article of greater local interest. Ask for an appointment to discuss
the matter,

Opportunity #2

On Wednesday, September 25th, Mrs. Lee was heard over the National Broadcast-
ing Company in the program "See You at the Polls," In a three and one-half minute
program Mrs. Lee discusses a "Pledge for Conscientious Citizens" written by Mrs.
Maud Wood Park, first National League President, when women were allowed the privi-
lege of the vote, The American Heritage Foundation has kindly made sufficient
tapes available that we can lend them to local Leagues for use on local stations.
There is a fifty cent service charge for postage and handling., First come, first
served, so get your bid in early.
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League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemoltdndam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

This is not going out on Standing Orders or
on the Publications Service

June 29, 1956
To: Local League Presidents
From: The National Office

Re: Two League-made Tape Recordings and a special offer

Within the last two days we have sent to your state president two tape recordings
mede here in Washington, both of which we hope will have the widest possible use
at the earliest possible moment. The first is a series of interviews with promi-
nent people,including Secretary of Commerce Weeks, on the subject of QIC; the
second contains a number of statements made by Mrs. Lee in answer to questions
which frequently crop up about the League of Women Voters.

We have asked the state League to try to place these tapes on a state network and
then to make them available to local Leagues for local programming. If the local
League prefers to have its own copy of the tapes, they can be ordered from the
national office:

Tape ;1% - Prominent Washingtonians Give Views on OTC - Price $3.00

Running Time: 13 minutes, 42 seconds

OTC has not yet been brought to the House floor by the Congressional leadership
and time is running out, as Congress plans to adjourn in late July. League mem-
bers have done a wonderful job in writing their Congressmen, getting news of OIC
in their local press and trying to interest the businessmen in their communities
to back the legislation. However, there is still no action. No action means no
nevws; no news means no action.

And so, Mrs. Lee has turned herself into an inquiring reporter and recorded the
views of the following on the Organization for Trade Cooperation (they are
listed in the order interviewed - not necessarily according to protocol):

Mr. Charles Taft, counsel for the Committee for a National Trade Policy and
Mayor of Cincinnati

Congressman Robert W. Kean, Representative from the 12th District of New Jersey

and a member of the House Ways and Means Committee.
(Republican)

Senator Albert Gore, Senator from Tennessee, Democrat

Mr. Herschel Newsom, Master of the National Grange

Mr. Stanley Ruttenberg, Director of Research, AFL-CIO

The Honorable Sinclair Weeks, Secretary of Commerce

TO BE EFFECTIVE THIS TAPE SHOULD BE USED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IT'S
GOOD AND WE THINK YOU WILL BE PROUD TO PRESENT IT TO YOUR STATION

*(See next page)




Tape sio% - Today's Question -- Price $3.00

A series of seven answers given by Mrs. Lee to questions often asked about
the League of Women Voters. Each segment ranges in time from 56 seconds to
almost two minutes.

Suggested uses:
1. A spot on a woman's progrem, using one a day for seven days.

2, As a short announcement on a disc Jockey show or a program
similar to "Weekday" or "Monitor."

3. Edited to remove Mrs. Lee's usual beginning "Today's Question is.."
the questions might be worked into an interview type program with
the questions being given "live" by a local announcer.

. The answers might be tied in to a program on woman suffrage as
suggested in the enclosed memorandum on woman's suffrage. The
Pirst question is particularly suited for this use.

Each spot has a suggested introduction to be done "live" in the studio, or
which can be revised or modified in any way that the local League or the station

sees fit.
3

¥These two tapes are also available on a hand-cut 12-inch record for
those Leagues that prefer a platter. "Prominent Washingtonians Give
Views on OTC" is on one side of the platter and "Today's Question" is
on the other side; platter costs $5.00. The tapes are available at
$3.00 each.

Special Offer:

Recently, Edward P. Morgan, news commentator for the American Broadcast-
ing Company, devoted more than five minutes of his evening broadcast to the

League publication Facts and Attitudes on World Trade. His comments were

most flattering. A tape was made of the broadcast. It may be borrowed by

any League desiring to do so for League use only. The tape is not of re-

broadcast quality, but the content is such as to make members proud. Rental

cost including postage: fifty cents.
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League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemOTdndam

1026 17th Street, N. W.- Washington 6, D. C.

This is not going on Standing Orders
or on the Publications Service.

September 5, 1956
Price: 10¢

To: Local and State League presidents

From: The National Office
Re: 36th Anniversary of Woman Suffrage
Statements by President Eisenhower, Governor Stevenson, and Mrs. Lee.

Attached are a press release on the 36th anniversary of the ratification of the
woman suffrage amendment, and texts of statements by President Eisenhower, Governor
Stevenson, and Mrs., Lee on the occasion.

It is not likely that the full texts have been carried in most papers, and we
thought you might make use of them not only now but throughout the campaign period.
Each statement is long enough to provide different quotes at different times, and
your newspapers and radio and television stations might combine them with the
shorts and spots so popular during campaigns. Primaries still to be held in a
number of states, and final registration dates in many states for the general
elections, will furnish pegs on which to hang the statements in many communities.
Some of you might want to carry the statements in your bulletins, or provide copies
of the texts to other house-organ publications.




League of Women Voters of the U.S.
1026 - 17th Street N.W., Washington 6, D.C. FOR RELEEBE in papers of
Dorothy F. Girton - NA-8-3684

Sunday, August 26, 1956
Washington, D. C., August 25,1956--

President Eisenhower, Adlai E. Stevenson, and Mrs. John G. Lee, national
President of the League of Women Voters, issued statements today on the eve of
the 36th anniversary of the woman suffrage amendment. The 1956 presidential elec-
tion will be the tenth in which all women of the United States have been entitled
to vote.

President Eisenhower said: "Women everywhere,as individuals and in organized

groups like the League of Women Voters, have a tremendous challenge to make poli-

tical responsibility a wore lively and gratifying experience this year than ever

before."

Governor Stevenson stated: '"The counsel of American women is sought by the
political parties, and their voices are heeded .... Their intelligence, honesty,
and capacity for hard work have made America a better place for all of us and for
our children."

The statements of the two nominees for the presidency were released through
the League of Women Voters of the United States, successor to the National Amer-
ican Woman Suffrage Association. The latter organization led the long fight for
the federal amendument giving women the franchise.

Mrs. Lee commented: "Since women have had the right to vote and to partici-
pate in public affairs, they have demonstrated a great capacity for going to the
heart of the matter. In this, their tenth presidential election, there is urgent
need to see the ballot box as the heart of those matters in which Americans so
earnestly believe."

The 19th Amendment, declaring that "the right of citizens of the United States
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on
account of sex," was passed by the House (66th Congress) May 21, 1919; by the
Senate, June 4, 1919. It was ratified by the necessary number of states - 36 -
by August 18, 1920. On August 26, 1920, a proclamation by the Secretary of State

declared the amendment in effect.

Full texts of the statements by President Eisenhower, Governor Stevenson and
Mrs. Lee are attached.
¥




League of Women Voters of the U.S. FOR RELEASE in papers of Sunday,.
1026 -~ 1T7th Street N.W. August 26,1956
Washington 6, D.C,

SR e M
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TO THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Thirty-six years ago, on August 26, 1920, the American woman citizen
vas given the high privilege of a vote in electing our officials and
determining the course of our governments. That memorable day, the
culmination of a long struggle in which the great champion of women's
rights, Mrs. Carrie Chepmen Catt played a mejor part, led to the
organization of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Since then the League has pursued a worthy objective in alerting
women to their responsibilities, in getting out the vote and in
informing citizens of the basic principles embodied in public issues.
The League is to be complimented on its achievements in this respect.

This is the tenth Presidential campaign in which women voters will
participate. t is a year of far-reaching importance to every woman
concerned with bettering our government, with preserving the dignity
of the individual and with producing politicel action in the public
interest.

Women will shoulder much of the vital detail work in this current
Presidential campeign, doing the manifold jobs incidental to grass
roote promotion of full citizenship participation. Women everywhere,
as individuals and in orgenized groups like the League of Women Voters,
have a tremendous challenge to make political responsibility a more
lively and gratifying experience this year than ever before. This
challenge, I am coniident, will be met.

Dwight D. Eisenhower




Leggue of Women Voters of the U.S,
1026 - 17th Street N.W. FOR RELEASE in papers of

Washington 6, D.C.

Sunday, August 26, 1956

€ 0. P Y

Chicago, Illinois

Telegram to Mrs. John G. Lee, President,
League of Women Voters of the United States

On behalf of the Democratic Party may I send my congratulations to
the League of Women Voters on this 36th anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment, which guaranteed American women's right
to vote.

It was in large part the tireless devotion and energy of the founders
of the League that gave women the franchise. And it is your splendid
nonpartisan organization which assures a better use of the franchise.

Today we see everywhere evidence of women's contribution to good govern-
ment as members and leaders of the great political parties, as public
officials of the highest caliber, and as successful crusaders for

the betterment of government, national, state, and local. The counsel
of American women is sought by the political parties, and their voices
are heeded. Their conduct in politics has brought prestige to their
country. Their intelligence, honesty, and capacity for hard work have
made America a better place for all of us and for our children.

Adlai E. Stevenson




League of Women Voters of the U.S. FOR RELEASE in papers of
1026 - 17th Street N.W. 3
Washington 6, D.C. Sunday ,August 26,1956

STATEMENT BY MRS. JOHN G. LEE, PRESIDENT,

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTZRS OF THE UNITED STATES

Someone has said that "in a democracy agreement is not essential; partici-
pation is." It can be said that full democracy in this country was not achieved
until, with the enactment of the 19th Amendment in 1920, women won participation
in the elective process.

If this nation means to keep its values strong and free, all citizens must
work at it. There are many ways to do this every day, but none is more impor-
tant than casting votes on election day.

This year, as always, there will be some - both men and women - who will
say "What's the use? Why bother? My one vote won't count." To them I would
quote the remark of a late Justice of the Supreme Court: "The greatest menace
to freedom is an inert people.”

Women are increasingly aware that the conduct of public matters is directly
related to each ftamily's future. They realise increasingly the importance of
government in providing a framework within which they can create a life of satis-
faction and fulfillment for themselves and those who follow them.

The hard part is to prevent the pressure in their daily lives and the
multitude of their activities from taking up all their attention and obscuring
the long view and the real values which they are seeking.

Since women have had the right to vote and to participate in public affairs,
they have demonstrated o great capacity for going to the heart of the matter. 1In
this, their tenth presidential election, there is urgent need to see the ballot

box as the heart of those matters in which Americans so earnestly believe.
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League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemo'tdndam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

May 14, 1957

TO: Local and State League Presidents
FROM: The National Office
RE: New national publications

In this mailing we are sending you samples of four new national League
publications. The title, price and mailing for each publication is
given below. Check the method of mailing carefully before ordering
additional copies. If you are a new president or if you have a new
publications chairman, ask the former Board member in charge of order-
ing publications whether your League has a Standing Order on file in

the national office.

BUILDING A BETTER TOMORROW - Finance folder - (For use in finance
drives as a 'give-away' to contributors. Local Leagues can
add own name and address on sheet left blank for this purpose.)

100 for $2.00; 50 for $1.25

COMMENT - Statements others have made about the League of Women Voters.
(Useful in connection with finance drives or general community
use. Replaces the former publication 'QUOTE and UNQUOTE')

25 for 25¢

The above two publications are being sent to Local and State League
Presidents and on Special Subscription Service, only.

ON _THE WATER FRONT - This is the basic pamphlet on water resources
for use by League members and the community. 25¢ a copy

JUST SUPPOSE - A brief personalization of the loyalty-security program.
The 'popular' pamphlet for use by League membership and in the
community. 15¢ a copy

The above two pamphlets are being mailed to Local and State League
Presidents, on Special Subscription Service, on Publications Service
and on Standing Orders for Membership Material.




For your information:




League of Women Voters

PR FalRyYR-9
" ‘of the United States ‘ ﬂemOtandah

1026 17th Street, N. W.- Washington 6, D. C.

May 20, 1957
To: The President of the League of Women Voters of Red-W4 Ninnessta
From: The National Office
In Re: Platter and/or £1lm made available by the READER's Digest in connection
with an article in the June issue of that magazine entitled "Civic Watch-

dogs in High Heels."

The magazine will go. on sale May 23.

We have been informed that radioiﬁigggggﬁr News Agency has been sent a five minute
radio interview with Mrs. John G. , national President of the League. We suggest
you call to inquire if plans have been made to use the re-
corded interVi @ if so on what day and at what time. It is possible that the
radio station would like to follow up the progran with Mrs. Lee with a live inter-
view in the studio with a member of your League tying in local activities with the
over-all theme of the magazine article,

Television station has been sent a five minute film about the
League of Women Voters based on material in the DIGEST article. Ve suggest you call
to inquire if plans have been made to use the film and
check on the day and time it will be shown. For your information, the film "Kill
Only the Ivy" referred to in the DIGEST film, is one recently produced by the Car-
rie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund. It deals with the Industrial Security Programj runs
28 minutes and will be available to you through your state League., It is cleared for
television. If the station uses the DIGEST film, it may wish to follow up with a
live interview with a local League member or it may want to use "Kill Only the Ivy"
<7 a later date.




League of Women Voters

of the United States Ea" ﬂemo'tdn dam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

May 20, 1957
To: The President of the League of Women Voters of _Rochester, Minnesota
From: The National Office

In Re: Platter and/or £1lm made available by the READER's Digest in comnection
with an article in the June issue of that magazine entitled "Civic Watch-
dogs in High Heels."

The magazine will go. on sale May 23.

We have been informed that radio station has been sent a five minute
radio interview with Mrs. John G. Lee, national President of the League. We suggest
you call to inquire if plans have been made to use the re-
corded interview and if so on what day and at what time. It is possible that the
radio station would like to follow up the progran with Mrs, Lee with a live inter-
view in the studio with a member of your League tying in local activities with the
over-all theme of the magazine article.

Television station KROC has been sent a five minute film about the
League of Women Voters based on material in the DIGEST article. We suggest you call
Don Carey to inquire if plens have been made to use the film and
check on the dey and time it will be shown. For your information, the film "Kill
( "1y the Ivy" referred to in the DIGEST film, is one recently produced by the Car-
rie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund. It deals with the Industrial Security Program; 1uns
28 minutes and will be available to you through your state League., It is cleared for
television. If the station uses the DIGEST film, it may wish to follow up with &
live interview with a local League member or it mey want to use "Kill Only the Ivy"
at a later date.




League of Women Voters

‘of the United States B ﬂemo'tdﬂdam

1026 17th Street, N. W, - Washington 6, D. C.

May 20, 1957

To: The President of the League of Women Voters of Austin, Minnesota

From: The National Office

In Re: Platter and/or f11m made avallable by the READER's Digest in connection
with an article in the June issue of that magazine entitled "Civic Watch-
dogs in High Heels."

The magazine will go. on sale May 23.

We have been informed that radio station has been sent a five minute
radio interview with Mrs. John G. Lee, national President of the League. We suggest
you call to inquire if plans have been made to use the re-
corded interview and if so on what dey and at what time. It is possible that the
radio station would like to follow up the program with Mrs. Lee with a live inter-
view in the studio with a member of your League tying in local activities with the
over-all theme of the megazine article,

Television station KMNT has been sent a five minute film about the
League of Women Voters based on material in the DIGEST article. We suggest you call
~ Jean Morris to inquire if plens have been made to use the film end
check on the day and time it will be shown. For your information, the f£ilm "Kill
Only the Ivy" referred to in the DIGEST film, is one recently produced by the Car-
rie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund. It deals with the Industrial Security Program; runs
28 minutes and will be available to you through your state League, It is cleared for
television. If the station uses the DIGEST film, it may wish to follow up with a
live interview with a local League member or it may want to use "Kill Only the Ivy"
at a later date.




Nov. 25, 1957

DeAry G, Glmm
52) Pifth Ave, S.¥,.

Cambridge, Hinnesota
Dear

I'n sorry 0 your request of Nov. 16, befere now. Our
week b 5 1 state Board meeting,

I am enc
answers

: >t have any further use for il
nrfifithem to us for osur files. Anything you want

hs Ve,

irs. Barold L. Wilson
Organization Secretary
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521 Fifth Averume, S. W.
Cambridge, Minnesota

November 16, 1957

Minnesota League of Women Voters
417 Essex Building
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter in hope that you will be able to assist
me in a project I am doing. I am a graduate student of Macalester
College end am preparing to do a research paper on the Minnesota League
of Women Voters.

To give you some understanding of my project, I am including the
following outline:

I. History of the League of Women Voters

A. DBeginnings
l. People who first organized the league.
2. Purposes, specific and general, of the early league.
5+ When and where the league was started.
4. Early projects of the league.

Growth

l. Early structure and membership of the organization.

2. Public reaction to the league when it got started.

>+ Particular years of rapid growth.

4. Outsteanding figures in the league during these years
of growth.

5. Bize of the league today,

Present

l. Physicel structure of the league throughout the state,
2. Areas of concentration and strength,

5. Leaders of the league today.

II. Influence of the league

A. Its part in politics
B« Particular projects of the league
1. Endeavors which have produced direct results (L 8y
legislation, etec.).
2. Efforts which have made for more effective government.
3. Educational efforts of the league for a better informed
citizenry.




III. Tools of the league

A. lobby influence in state legislature
l. How it works.
2. How it is maintained.
B. Work done within the machinery of the organization
1. How projects are initiated.
2. How projects are carried through.

Thie is a rather sketchy outline of the research paper, yet it
mey help you understand the needs which I have as to information. I
would appreciate anything that you have which fits in to my plan and
any references you can make to written information on the subect of
The Minnesota lLesgue of Women Voters.

Thank you very, very much for your help.

Sincerely,
(e, '
k{iffl.b’ (f,-_ (/-W
i

DeArv G. Gimm
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The Power Road to Power
Admiral Ben Moreell

Socialism via Taxation
Samuel B. Pettengill

T'he League of Women Voters

Bettina Bien
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FRIENDLY SUGGESTIONS—

were offered the League that, “for
the sake of their good name, they
re-evaluate the entire project.”

THE LEAGUE REPLY—
“We will not yield to intimidation,
oppression or false charge.”

CONCLUSIONS—

In contrast to pages of evidence docu-
menting the charges against FREE-
DOM AGENDA, the frenzied denials
and recriminations of the LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS have not been

convincing.
FREEDOM (?) AGENDA
YOU be the judge
Compiled by, H. M. Mann

Have you heard about
The Freedom Agenda?

ORGANIZATION—

initiated by LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS, tho effort was made at first
for the project to appear as com-
munity inspired.

In League memo of organizational in-
structions, local and state presidents
were told, “From the beginning, the
League must be especially careful to
work with individuals and groups in
the community, so that it will not
seem to be a League-owned project.”

Also, “It is important for the League
to approach its community in the
role of learner rather than advocate,”




FINANCIAL SUPPORT—

$111,610 given by FUND FOR THE
REPUBLIC to LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS thru CARRIE CHAPMAN
CATT MEMORIAL FUND.

PURPOSE—

As stated by League, "A plan for
broad popular education in the funda-
mental principles of individual lib-
erty.”

As stated by critics, "A carefully
planned attack upon Federal Security-
Loyalty programs and Congressional
Investigating Committees.”

MATERIAL—

Pamphlets prepared by CARRIE
CHAPMAN CATT MEMORIAL FUND.
Critics state the pamphlets are subtly
but thoroughly biased.

4

MEETINGS—

held in many local communities with
experienced leaders in charge,

Anyone may attend and “he may have
the floor—sometimes.” Often per-
sons striving to present an opposing
view are ignored or even “‘shouted
down”.

OPPOSITION TO FREEDOM
AGENDA—

from individuals and organizations
Chief reasons:

1. Freedom Agenda is neither ob-
jective or impartial.

2. The program is not properly rep-
resented to persons asked to be
SpONSOrs.

. "Nine persons appearing in the
study material as authors or au-
thorities have been identified
either as Communists or affiliated
with Communists fronts.”

Pages of evidence document these
charges.




AGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
th and Washington Avenues S, E,, Minneapolis 1L, Minnesota FE 8-8791
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS
84 S, 10th St., Room 407
FZ 3-6310

Date June 19, 1958

To:_grace or Roberta  Froms__ Elsie C.

I am sending you copies of the letters which were
written by Mrs, Whitehead, and in which Jack Connor
said she was speaking for the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

Janet talked with Mrs, Angrist and Tuesday evening
talked with Mrs, Whitehead, and this morning we
received copies of the letters. I am giving one to
Mrs. McGee who will talk to Jack Connor (Janet is
out of town for 10 days.) Also am sending copies to
Mrs. Angrist.

The Minneapolis League is having to move August 1 -
Modern Medicine is expanding still more - It came
as quite a shock yesterday afternoon, but hopefully
we can find something better, and perhaps cheaper.

See you tomorrow noon,
Elsie




« 57th Street
polis 17, Minn,.

1958

Mr, Ed Shave

and
Mr . Jack Conner
Minneapolis STAR
L25 Portland Avenue
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Sir:

I am attaching a copy of a letter to Mayor P, Kenneth
Peterson which I hope you will find self-explanatory. Is there
anythiéng you can and would be willing to do to help the residents
in this area in this matter?

For your further information I am also attaching a
photostatic copy of the first page of a petition sent to the
Minneapolis Park Board. In addition to this one page there were
two additional pages of signatures so that the petition carried
over 70 signatures.

Very truly yours,

Mrs. T, F. Whitehead




725 B, 57th Street
iinneapolis 17, Minn,
May 16, 1958

Mr. P. Kenneth Peterson
Mayor of Minneapolis
City Hall

Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Mr. Peterson:

As Mayor of Minneapolis and a member of the Minneapolis Park Board, cannot
you stop the apparently needless filling in of the Park Board property located at
56th and 57th Streets South between Chicago and Portland avenues? More than 70
residents signed the petition to the Park Board requesting that the filling be
stopped and the property developed as a widdlife sanctuary.

This year the League of Women Voters, of which I am a member, has delved
briefly into the matter of Water Resources throughout the country. At a workshop
held at Macalester College last February one of the conclusions of the several
speakers was that in Minnesota the Soil Bank has not been effective in getting
farmers to put wetlands aside and provisions should be made to pay farmers to do so.
In this connection I am attaching an article by Mr, Ed Shave cut from the Minneapolis
STAR last Sunday, May 1l. It is headlined, "Conservation of Water Moves Ahezd in
State," and points out that the Minnesota water resources board...has two main
responsibilities: to apply state water policies and, upon petition, to create
watershed districts."

Also attached is an article by Mr, Jack Conner of the Minneapolis STAR

i
which appeared in the newspaper on Wednesday, May 14. It proclaims, "Oongres
Moving on Wildlife Bills," and states that hearings are being held on two bil
for a $3 duck stamp, "all earmarked for acquisition of waterfowl areas."

s
1s

¥hen it would appear that the State and Federal governments are promoting
the attainment and preservation of breeding areas for wildlife, what valid argument
can the Minneapolis Park Board give for working at odds with these other units of
government? The land in question, already owned by the Minneapolis Park Board, has
long been used as a breeding place for mallard ducks, With a minimum of expense to
provide a little more feed, many more waterfowl would undoubtedly make their homes
here. The residents in the area have asked that this be done., Instead they are
having to watch the ruthless destruction of duck nests and eggs.

We have been told that a bus Y is to be mad@ at the corner of 56th and
Chicago, Enough fill has already been put in to make ample room for a bus Y.
We are told that the city wonld otherwise have to haul this fill across town at great
expense. Mr, A. G. Bogen has told the city the fill can be put in at 58th and
14th Avenue South on property the city has under a "hold" order for future use of
the Airport Commission, I believe. I understand one Park Board member feels this
matter is & question of "Birds versus children". Is there another park in the city
where my children can go to study and learn as much about wildlife?

Can you not give this matter your attention and take immediate action?

Respectfully yours,
ce Mr, Ed Shave
Mr. Jack Connor Mrs, T. F. Whitehead
Mr, Chas. Doell
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S,E,, Minneapolis 14, Minn,
March 1958 030L458D

WORKSHOP ON REACHING THE PUBLIC IN PERSON

g

—

WHAT will be the Ieague's message this year on the state items?

WHY do we want to reach the public? (approach)

WHAT groups do you want to reach in your area? (ask delegates to list them)

WHAT METHODS can you think of which will carry the message?

SPEAKERS BUREAU (needs a better, more attractive name})

COFFEE PARTIES

PUBLIC MEETINGS




CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT MEMORIAL FUND, INC.

A Research and Educational Fund created by
The League of Women VYoters of The United States

461 FOURTH AVENUE, ROOM 810,

NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

ORegon 9-0279%9

PROGRESS REPORT #26
SPRING 1958

TENTH ANNIVERSARY STATISTICS

Since 1948, CCCMF has carried on world wide
education to increase the knowledge of citi-
zens about self government. Information has
been exchanged with every continent. More
than half a million copies of Simplified
Parliamentary Procedure have been placed in
the hands of leaders of organizations. The
original goal of $100,000 to be raised has
been passed four and a half times. The Annual
Meeting in N.Y.C. on May 19 will celebrate
this milestone.

AT HOME AND ABROAD

MOVING DAY -~ CCCMF's Washington Office now
at 1026 17th Street, N.,W., Room 509,

Egypt: CCCMF Handbook for Leaders of Or-
ganizations translated into Arabic.

A member of a lawyer's organization in the

Virgin Islands requests CCCMF material for
use in training leaders.

The American Language Center at Columbia
University hopes the election-day tours for
students, arranged by CCCMF, aided by the NYC
League of Women Voters, will become an annual
event,

Translated into Braille: Freedom Agenda
pamphlets and The Role of Political Parties.

FREEDOM AGENDA

Freedom Agenda marches on. In 1957, 85
teachers obtained credit for an officially
approved Inservice Training Course. Tech-
niques for teaching the Bill of Rights in the
classroom were combined with lectures by ex=-
perts. This year, 1,500 teachers applied., 849
had to be turned away due to lack of space in
the auditorium of the Association of the Bar
of the City of New York, (our co-sponsors).

On May l4th, Harper Brothers will publish
"Foundations of Freedom in the American Con-
stitution'" =-- original F.A. pamphlets revised
and brought up to date by Dr. Alfred H.Kelly.

PERU

Mrs., Eliska Chanlett, former local League
President and state board member in North
Carolina, served as CCCMF consultant in Peru
during Sept., Oct. and Nov., 1957, following
up the contacts originally made by Mrs. Helen
Gillin in 1956, on her CCCMF-State Department
two and a half months' exploratory trip.

TO ARGENTINA

CCCMF sent Mrs. Chanlett in response to an
invitation from the Intercambio Social Civico
Femenino. This remarkable group, with which
17 assorted organizations have already become
affiliated, is the outgrowth of last winter's
conference sponsored by the Pan American Un-
ion, in which CCCMF took part. Mrs. Chanlett
and the officers of the Intercambio were
immensely gratified by the cooperative
response. We quote: ''The two round tables.,
were a real success." '"Mrs. C's visit gave
us a tremendous push to go ahead..." '"20 cop-
ies of the CCCMF 'Handbook' (Spanish)....very
useful.,"

FROM ARGENTINA

"This visit to the U.N. and the U. S. A.
has been a wonderful experience for me, from
which I have gained much, new friends, new
ideas, new interests and a desire to do my
utmost to help to achieve a measure of under=-
standing, among the peoples of the world,
which might enable wus to attain a lasting
peace,'" Thus writes Marta Aphalo, Assistant
Sec. Gen, of the Asociacion Argentina pro
Naciones Unidas, who came here as a guest of
the U.N, CCCMF expanded her month's study
tour to include a League of Women Voters
state convention and other community
activities.

BRAZIL

Mrs., Leonard Rall, former Michigan League
of Women Voters Board member, another CCCMF
consultant, 1is setting up workshops on basic
LWV techniques for the boards of women's org-
anizations in Sao Paulo,

Contributions 1o the Fund are Deductible for Income Tax Purposes

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 1026 17th ST. N. W., ROOM 510, WASHINGTON 6, D. C. » NAtional 8-0460




COLOMBIA

Non-partisan 'Get out the Vote" materials
secured by CCCMF from the League of Women
Voters were sent in response to an urgent
plea from Medellin, With women voting for
the first time, the Professional Women's Club
there went into action, lectured in the small
towns, teaching people why they should vote
and explaining the ''Plebiscito'. Copies of
the lectures were mimeographed,'advertisings"
were distributed to be shown at the movies,..
Posters went up in the streets, "Use Your
Right to Vote' became '"Por Amor a Colombia
Vote el Primero Diciembre'. The newly formed
Unioci Jde Ciludadanas de Colombia has requested
CCCMF aid in organizing along the lines of
the LWV.

INDIA

At Lucknow's Literacy Village, Welthy Fisher
is having "We the Government" revised and re-
printed, thanks to another CCCMF grant. We are
not alone in admiring this illustrated primer,
Dr, Wm,J., Haggerty, President of World Educa~-
tion,Inc., tells us it has received consider-
able commendation in 1India and touches on
"the very heart of the democratic process
which the 1Indian citizens are trying to
strengthen."

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT MEMORIAL FUND, INC.
461 FOURTH AVENUE

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

WORLD-WIDE EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIF

GHANA

Latest news from the Federation of Gold
Coast Womers Clubs at Accra (membership 3000)
was brought us by their General Secretary,
Mrs. Evelyn M, Amarteifio, She was briefed
by CCCMF about civic organizations here and
enabled to observe the League of Women Voters
in action,

TURKEY

At a Board meeting of the International
Alliance of Women, Mrs, Boray, of Ankara, re-
ported her organization had found CCCMF's
"Handbook for Leaders' useful,

A LOOK TO THE FUTURE

"Governments will perform their functions
better if they are convinced of the importance
of the human factor-~half of which is made up
of women", said Doctora Graciela Quan of
Guatemala, Chairman of the Inter-American
Commission of Women,at the Feb., 13 Conference
in Washington, D, C., under the auspices of
the Organization of American States. CCCMF
contributed field reports and consulted with
representatives of 18 women's organizations,
Women's Bureau and U.S. Information Agency.

Sec.34.66,P.L.andR.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS
84 S. 10th St., Room 407
FZ 3-6310

Date June 19, 1958

Tos Mrs, Angrist From¢ Elsie Coombs

Before Janet Widseth left town for 10 days she talked
with Mrs, Whitehead and asked her to send copies of
her letters to our office. I am enclosing copies of
both of them, and am also mailing copies to Mrs.
McGee, our lst Vice President, who is going to talk
with Jack Connor about the matter.

We can see nothing in her letter which justifies
the interpretation that Mr, Connor put on it.

I also sent a copy to the State office.




725 E. 57th Street
Minneapolis 17, Minn,
May 16, 1958

Mr, Ed Shave

and
Mr. Jack Conner
Minneapolis STAR
425 Portland Avenue
Minneapolis, Minn,

Degr Sir:

I am attaching a copy of a letter to Mayor P. Kenneth
Peterson which I hope you will find self-explanatory. Is there
anything you can and would be willing to do to help the residents
in this zrea in this matter?

For your further information I am also attaching a
photostatic copy of the firet page of a petition sent to the
Minneapolis Park Board., In addition to this one page there were
two additional pages of signatures so that the petition carried
over 70 signatures,

VYery truly yours,

Mrs. T, F. Whitehead




725 E. 57th Street
Minneapolis 17, Minn,
May 16, 1958

Mr. P. Kenneth Peterson
Mayor of Minneapolis
City Hall

Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Mr, Peterson:

As Mayor of Minneapolis and a member of the Minneapolis Park Board, cannot
you stop the apparently needless filling in of the Park Board vroperty located at
56th and 57th Streets South between Chicago and Portland avenues? More than 70
residents signed the petition to the Park Board requesting that the filling be
stopped and the property developed as a wiidlife sanctuary.

This year the League of Women Voters, of which I am a member, has delved
briefly into the matter of Water Resources throughout the country. At a workshop
held at Macalester College last February one of the conclusions of the several
speakers was that in Minnesota the Soil Bank has not been effective in getting
farmers to put wetlands aside and provisions should be made to pay farmers %o do so.
In this connection I am attaching an article by Mr. Ed Shave cut from the Minneapolis
STAR last Sunday, May 11. It is headlined, "Conservation of Water Moves Ahead in

| State," and points out thet the Minnesota water resources boerd...has two main
| responsibilities: to apply state water policies and, upon petition, to create
watershed districts.”

Also attached is an article by Mr. Jack Conner of the Minne=apolis STAR
wvhich appeared in the newspaper on Wednesdsy, May 14. It proclaims, "Congress
Moving on Wildlife Bills," and states that hearings are being held on two bills
for a $3 duck stamp, "all earmarked for acouisition of waterfowl areas."

When it would appear that the State and Federal governments are promoting
the attainment and preservation of breeding areas for wildlife, what valid argument
can the Minneapolis Park Bosrd give for working at odds with these other units of
government? The land in question, already owned by the Minneapolis Park Board, has

~ long been used as a breeding place for mallard ducks. With a minimam of expense to

/ provide a little more feed, many more waterfowl would undoubtedly meke their homes

' here. The residents in the srea have asked that this be done. Instead they are
having to wateh the ruthless destruction of duck nests and egzs.

We have been told that a bus Y is to be madd at the corner of 56th and
Chicago. Enough fill has already been put in to make ample room for a bus Y.
We are told that the city would otherwise have to haul this fill across town st great
expense. Mr. A. G. Bogen has told the city the fill can be put in at 58th and
14th Avenue South on property the city has under a "hold" order for future use of
the Airport Commission, I believe. I understand one Park Board member feels this
matter is a question of "Birds versus children". 1Is there another park in the city
where my children can go to study and learn as mach about wildlife?

Can you not give this matter your attention and take immediate action?

Respectfully yours,
ce Mr, Ed Shave
Mr. Jack Connor Mrs, T, ¥, Whitehead
Mr. Chas, Doell




o T T
Sy TERTEIE

e B
JIE <
0% Wil
o v
s B

vanding, of




; 5
b "_'533 Mplsl office, J«Angrist, D.Anderson, State Off:{ce, B.Marotta

i

Y

Mr. Harold Kovlin, President
Mimneapolis Jayoceed

71l -2nd Ave. South
Minnsapolis, Minnescta

July 1, 1958

Dear Mr. Kovl in'

Mrs, Vealier Angrist, Public Relations Chairman of the State Board, talked to you today,
I believe, about the veference to the League of Women Voters of Mimnesote in the flier
"J € Consewationist', of June 26, 1958, As she explained, the league of Women Voters
of Minnesota has no stand on the Minneapolis question of whether or not to £111 ia a
black in south Minneapolis, and the statement you quoted from the paper was erronsous
and due to a misunderstanding, of a member and of the newspaper. We knew you would
want to know the facts.

For your information, I quote the letter written to the Park Board by owr prealdent:

"Mrs Richard Kanterowitz, President June 22, 1958
Minneapolis Park Board

325 City Hall

Hinneapolis, Minnesota

Denr Mr. Kantarowits:

It has come to my attention that a Mrs, T. ¥, Whitchead of 725 E. 75 Street, Mimneapolis,
iz speaking before the Minmneapolis Park Board, has raspresented herself as spesking
officially for the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. This is not the cesss I do
not know the lady, nor do I know what are the motives behind this false claim, tut
ghe has no authority whatsoever, for allying herself with ws. The League of Women
Voters of Minnesota has & Water Conservation item 28 a rart of ite natiocual program,
but we would not presume to concern curselves with a matter of locel interest, or
of interest only to residents of Minneapolis.

Simerel:}',

Mrs. O, Hs Anderson, President.”

Because of the widespread readership of your J © publication, perhaps you would want
to orrect the impression that the League has & stand on this perticular prodblem ina
subsequent issue.

Sincerely, A
|'. -,f:. { T !..f-, F . r
\ ’!./I _-‘ ek LA arl] wl B

¥irs. ﬁarold Wilson, Seeretary




A" LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS
84 South Tenth Street, Room 407, Minneapolis 3, Minnesota
Telephone: Federal 3-6319 “ml 1:

June 30, 1958

Dear Grace:

This printed sheet was brought to me by a non-leaguer,
She knows that we didn't take sides in this case, but
thought that because of théswide distribution of this
publication, we might want to do something.

The president of the JCs is Harold Kovlin - théir
address is 711 - 2nd Ave., S. They are having a board
meeting tomorrow night, Tuesday, and perhaps they
should know of their error before then., Janet said
she would call them on it, but felt because it said
Minnesota League, that it would bear more weight
coming from your office, or from Mrs. Angrist.
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MINNEAPOLIS "JAYCEES'" PASS CONSERVATION RESOLUTION

On Tuesday, June 17, 1958, the Board of Directors of the Minneapolis Junior
Chamber of Commerce passed the following resolution:

"Therefore, be it resolved that the Minneapolis Junior Chamber of
Commerce strongly favors the preservation of natural parks and wild-
life sanctuaries in the greater Minneapolis area, and will act to instill
an awareness among the public of the educational, esthetic, and
recreational values of such areas."”

This is another step in the continuous effort of the Minneapolis Jaycees, through

their Conservation Committee, to emphasize to the public and to park administrators
throughout Hennepin County that there is a definite public need and desire for "natural
parks.

It has long been of considerable concern to the Conservation Committee and others in
the field of conservation that more and more of the natural beauty of Minnesota, and
in particular, Hennepin County and Minneapolis, is being destroyed under the well
meaning but mis-used banner of "progress''.

Evidence of this feeling was a recent decision by the Minneapolis Park Board to fill

in a large wildlife area in south Minneapolis bounded by East 56th and 57th Streets

and Portland and Chicago Avenues. The Park Board was presented with a petition
from over 70 residents of the neighborhood for the preservation of the area in its
natural state. This was backed up by testimony before an open meeting on May 21

by representatives of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Minnesota Department of
Conservation, Minnesota Museum of Natural History and many other interested groups.
Therehave also been many letters to the editor of the Minneapolis Star and an editorial
on May 29 in the Star---all expressing sentiment against filling in the area. The

heedless ﬁi.ng. " In spite of all this public support for saving the area, the Park
Board resolved to continue to fill it to make another formal park.

It is the contention of the Conservation Committee of the Minneapolis "Jaycees'

that there is still enough unfilled area in the park to warrant saving it and that any
remaining fill could well be used to fill in the low areas in Pearl Field, a large formal
park just 1 1/2 blocks away.

The Conservation Committee
MINNEAPOLIS JAYCEES
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M TO:  Mrs. Luigi Petrullo

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
E i 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
M s ok Bebert.s JNLLixas MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

O SUBJECT _Criticism DATE 1/30/62

Mrs., Anderson tells me you collect criticism of the League and are
interested in the article that appeared in the Suburban Life newspaper last
sumer. BEnclosed is the clipping and Mrs. Anderson's reply to a South St.

Paul ILeague member.







161 Juniper Avenue
Mahtomedi i
August 14,

Mrs. Gecrge Crim
50'7-7th Ave. No.

South 8t. Paul, Minn.
Dear Mrs. Crim:

I apologize for the JeJ_a,, in answering your .Lci.:. r about the article

= : y 3 b v

4 . 5 - 1 4 44 Tread + - - 2 o
Cil Liie hur_bdv —ad u..;_. vl gJuburban .-a_....u, ol 4 Q4 Walll 0 use 1t as

G S - 3 41 - Yo o v 2 e v
waiS L.'L.'.u...o .I.CT B W the new State Zoar

answer this i..,,f pa of Lg this we did at cur r scent August Board mceting.

- | P P T 1 4} T o o givyq o
CIl LCW we 11 Tlle i Ly

article had been called te my attention in July whea it appsared
5 i am 5111‘@), the day before a public-relaticns and press luncheon
in .I\th.s aLcLJb-..}’ uOh.l'.lhj, spailsol'ed uﬁv iour u_.a;:u.(-.u, at which rapm gsenbtatives
of this publication wers gusals; the same w,.,a of critical article appsared

ad —— g o Ty - Iy i b L. e | P T M =
last year in ohis PapSIT OIl Ll 8Ve CL a similar Lu.....::n‘luu 11 Cat ar'3de

It was my conviction then, as it is now, L.-uci.'b this was a delibsrate
atbtel }.u tc attract J.ULIJ\.J.S Ol pIoLess and rebuttal as s device for stimulati ng
wider reader J“*r-- I beldwe ibL was wriltien with vongus in chesie 5 owi
reaction is that any and all league members who were understaandably annoyed
at this false and frivoleus picture of the League would answer it as they
chose, but thal officially, for the lLeague to get involved in a running
battle with such a dubious example of journaliam, and over such patently

baiting writing wouid serve nc purpose whatever. Your statement that the
editors had expected more letilers of protest is the clue Lo the whols matter.

Some individuals, iaclud l_ng, & lormer suate Doard member, have answered tihis
ablack; however, iar from its being a sign of apathy to refrain from so doing,
our refusal to become embroiled in this lastance might be a sign of raal
maturity.

Tou way be assured Lhal when the Leaguet's princlyles, program racord

and policies are seriously challenged Ly responsible, tr ut.;:-sb&,.m& Jjournalists,
we shall answer them.

I do appreciate your continuing concern for the organization we both
are so proud of.

Sincerely,

Mre. O H. Anderson
President




THE CHRISTIAN_SCIENCE MONITOR

AN INTERXN. YI.\ AL PAILY

November 12, 1960

Thanks to the League

As the last election stickers begin
to peel off lampposts in the Novem-
ber rain, one debt of thanks remains
unpaid. The winning and losing
candidates have quickly expressed
deep-felt gratitude to all the volun-
teer workers who devoted themselves
to campaign drudgery. But there is

national government. They set the
pace of local freedom, of regional in-
dustrial growth, of community sol-
vency. They have daily effect on the
kind of lives most Americans live, the
taxes paid, the schooling given chil-
dren, the civic beauty or corruption
in which the family grows.
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League of Women Voters

of Iowa

April 15, 1960
216 Main Street
Ames, Iowa

Mrs, O, H. Anderson, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington Ave., S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minn,

Dear Mrs., Anderson,

We thought you would be interested in the enclosed copies of letters

to the editor of the Alzona Upper Des lioines newspaper, The following
appeared in this paper as a reprint from the Truman, Minn., paper. lirs.
Bartholomew did not give the date of it's appearance.

"Belabors League of Women Voters!

Truman (Minn, ) Tribune: The League of Women Voters might serve a genuine
purpose if they had a stheir godd the initiation of women into politice,

If they presented data on how political parites function, if they fairly
discussed the platforms end guiding principles of the two chief parties and
then urged their members to get intc one of the other, the league would
discharge a much needed obligation., But such is not the case, The LWV fly-
ing under the flag of neither party so that they can be properly identified
and met on the field of political battle——must be classed with the political
neutrons, the independents. And yet they promote or fight one issue after
the other.

Whether they be Democrats or Republicens is not established but one thing
is certain, they are e detriment to any rurel area. Bvery stand they have
taken and fought for or against with funds supplied from who-knows-where
have been stands which would lessen the representation of the farm area

and would turn the state over to the big labor bosses and their controlled
political stooges, Their latest is opposition to the proposed reapportion—
ment amendment, Oh, they want it more cbundantly--—on a population basis

in both houses,.

The League of Women Voters should be recognized for what they are——an
organization congrolled by and for the big cities. Rural residents and
especially rural "Leagues of Women Voters', bewarel"

I feel Mrs. Bathrolomew wrote a very good reply. As you know we are
lgoing thru the battle! here too.

Hope to see you at St. Louis,....if I last that long...

Sin*ere%;;/?

- / \
Loya t z ('.f.r s> A, T.)
Pre'xdn 53 LWV of Iowa







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
; 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: Py il MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT




to Licensing boats and taxing them as
ed  personal property is being protested by
Y sboat owners as double taxation. Protests
ke  will become more and more intense as the
-  tax rates continue to rise. {7544 '
Fd i oy :-"-‘;;- i 3_____'__,_* '{ it
er Watiaia R = A
ta Cions i Cenili)l it
ta Ladies Beware
e —— =
The League of Women Voters might
\ Serve a genuine purpose if they had as
!\ Ytheir goal the initiation of women into
Et/politics. If they presented data on how
political parties function, if they fairly
discussed the platforms and guiding prin-
ciples of the two chief parties and then
urged their members to get into one or the
- other, the league would discharge a much-
needed obligation. But such is not the
case. The League of Women Voters — fly-
ing under the flag of neither party so that
they can be properly identified and met
\on the field of political battle — must be
¢/classed with the political neutrons, the
'indepondents. And yet they promote or
fight one issue after the other.

Whether they be Democrats or Re-
publicans is not established but one thing
i is certain. They are a detriment to any
; b)rural area. Every stand they have taken
and fought for or against with funds sup-
d plied from who-knows-where have been
+ stands which would lessen the represen-
e Lf;\liation of the farm areas and would turn
' /the state over to the big city labor bosses
and their controlled political stooges.
Their latest is opposition to the proposed
reapportionment amendment. ~Oh, they
© Jwant reapportionment all right, but they
| 2 want it more abundantly — on a popula-
¢ tion basis in both houses,
B

S They also favor scrapping the state
' ,’:',-constitution and framing a new one.

The League of Women Voters should
'+ _ be recognized for what they are — an or-
»)) ganization controlled by and.for the most
2 / liberal of the big city liberals. Rural resi-
t dents and especially rural “Leagues of
- Women Voters,’ beware!—Martha Almen
¢ Peterson in the Truman Tribune.

Almost no purchaser realizes the
hidden taxes that make up the selling
price of an automobile or a suit of clothes.
Withholding taxes deducted from a pay-
check get the attention of a few, but most
workers think only in terms of take-home
pay. That was demonstrated by the liber-
als in our Minnesota legislature last year.
When they learned they couldn’t put over
withholding they immediately cut in half
their income tax increase demands.

" “Any government, like any family,
can for a year spend a little more than it
earns. But you and I know that a continu-

¢ ance of that habit means the poorhouse.”
i —Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1932.

f »







[ COLUMBUS, Ga. — (&) —
r;Editor Ralph /McGill of the
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Editor Cancels Integrati

the current school crisis “in
order to spare further har-

B N e e S

oﬁ%Taljz

school superintendent,

denied by William H. Shaw,

The commission voted

county commission refused|unanimously to ban the meet-

to permit the league to hold|;,

+tha meatinge

in a subperior!.

g. Commissioner Roy Wal-
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*League of Women Voters

of the United Shutes ,, ﬂemo'tdﬂdam

NOV g
NOV'S 1026 17th Street, N. W.- Washington, D. C. 20036

This is going on
State Board Supplement

November 6, 1964

TO: Presidents of State Leagues
FROM: Mrs. Robert J. Stuart
RE: 1954 Article "How Far to the Left Is the League of Women Voters"

Frequently when the League is being particularly effective the old article, '"How

Far to the Left Is the League of Women Voters,' may appear on the scene. This
happens when the League is campaigning for wider trade, the United Nations and
foreign aid, when it speaks out against repeal of the 16th Amendment and quite often
when members are working on generally accepted improvements in government at the
local level. Sometimes when a provisional League is about to be established pros-
pective members and leaders of the community find copies of this piece in their
mail. It has been used over and over again as a tool by those who oppose the
League's positions and its democratic methods.

"How Far to the Left....'" by Dr. Felix Wittmer was originally published in 1954 in
the now defunct National Republic and has been reprinted many times. The allegations
are a good example of half truths, distortions and misrepresentation mixed with just
enough truth to make the whole appear credible. The piece purported to give the
background and associations of early women leaders, some of whom had had no League
connection whatever. The general impression left with the casual reader was that

the League was not only Communist infiltrated, but had been organized along Marxist
lines. The charges against individuals named in the article could be refuted, but
the general tone of the piece was such that its implications tended to linger in un-
sophisticated minds.

After all these years the author, Dr. Felix Wittmer, now Professor of Political
Science at a college on Long Island, has sent the League the enclosed letter by way
of apology. He has been trying to stop reproduction of the article, but since the
copyright was .held by the National Republic, he has not been able to withdraw it or
ban its publication. He has given us permission to reproduce his letter, which
speaks for itself. We send it to you for your information. We suggest that you

use it when appropriate in any way you see fit. Any local League which is harassed
by distribution of this article should have a copy. The national office will supply
copies if Leagues let us know that it is needed.

We are not sending it to all local Leagues at this time, as we see no need to call
attention to the article in places where it has not been distributed.

FAEFE

Enc. - Dr. Wittmer's letter




FELIX WITTMER
20 GIBSON AVENUE, APT. A-1

HUNTINGTON, N. Y.
October 18, 1964

Leazue of Women Voters of the United States
1026 l?th Street, 1\|o'l-\f.o
Washington, D.C. 20036

It has for years been a matter of grievance to me that,
against my frequently expressed will, reprints of an
article on the League of Women Voters, written by me and
published over a decade ago, have been distributed for the
purpose of harassing this important and worthwhile
organization. :hile containing documentation of historical
interest, this and similar articles of mine were written in
a fighting phase of my life; they are lacking in overall
objectivity.

I hold the distribution of such material, at this time, to

be irresponsible, and harmful to our national effort of
patiently inching forward towards world peace, and preventing
atomic suicide of the human race, Unlike in the years following
War II, the American people are today well informe :d about

the nature and challenre of Communism; but ever more people

now also know, and as a matter of good will ought to concede,

that Communism (whatever its defects) would never have

arisen had it not been for a large degree of moral callousness,
economic selfishness and hypocrisy of the free world. Ours

is not the time to tear open o0ld wounds and/or inflict new
ones; this is the time for all people in the world to
recognize their own shortcomings, and coBperate in overcoming
poverty, ignorance, and hatred.

For quite a few years I have had occasion to become acquainted
with leaders as well as the rank and file of the ILeague of
Women Voters. Consequently, I have been increasingly impressed
by the record of this fine organization which, never

attacking anyone, spregds enlightenment and good fellowship

by aiding citizens in understanding their government. Without
the slightest pressure from anyone, i.e., of my own free

will, I herewith declare it to be my considered opinion that
the Ieague of Women Voters is a vital force in the democratic
mainstream of the United States, and is largely composed of
intelligent, wide-awake and dedicated citizens.

(Signed:) \Db% MVWL

Dr., Felix Wittmer




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

1026 17TH STREET., N. W..

April 22, 1965

Mre. Eriek Hakanson
950 Lincoln Avenue
8t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Hakanson:

Please forgive me for not answering your letter soomer. I have received
quite a number of letters on the subject of the voting situation in

our Southern states but each of them was slightly different and omne
over-all letter did not seem to cover the questions raised so it has
taken me some time to answer each ome individually.

You ask why the League of Women Voters does not take a strong stand on
the Negroes' right to vote im the Southern states? I am not certain

from your question whether you are asking why the Leagues in the South
have not acted or if you think the national Board should have spoken
out, or if you are asking why the League as & whole has not taken a
strong position. Whatever the question the implication is that the
League has done very little im this field. That is not true.

Let us take each of these questions im turn. First, what about the
South?

As you know until recently all laws governing elections have been state
laws. Each state League has made its own decision about what it would
do, of course, in the light of its own needs and situation -- and real-
istically -~ where it saw a chance for action. Many Southern Leagues
have worked in the field of election laws. The League in Georgia
worked -~ successfully -~ for the repeal of the poll tax. The Alabama
League has worked on the same issue; they have not been successful in
getting the poll tax repealed but they have succeeded in eliminating
the necessity of making cumulative payments -- i.e. having to pay poll
taxes back to the time you came of voting age which is, of course,
financially prohibitive.

Leagues in the South have also worked for other improvements in regis-
tration and election laws; they have issued detailed instructions on
how to meet literacy requirements; they have gotten out Voters Service
materials. And believe me in the South this takes real courage.




Mrs. Eriek Hakansom
§t. Paul, Mimnesota April 22, 1965

As you know there are many issues related to civil rights besides
the issue of voting. Some years ago the issue most im the public
eye was integration of schools. In many states in the South when
integration seemed inevitable there was a strong movemeant to close
the public schools rather than to accept integration. The usual
plan was to make tuition grants available so that pareats can then
set up a "private"” eystem of education which can continue to be seg-
regated. The League has fought this system in Ceorgia, Alabama, and
in Miseissippi. And this, too, takes real courage.

All of this has been dome with little fanfare and minimum publicity
because sometimes the very fact of publicity jeopardizes the effec~
tiveness of whal the League is trying to do.

1 am enclosing a copy of a recent letter we received from Mrs. Hastings,
President of the League of Women Voters of Alabama. I believe it will
shed further light on this matter.

This leads me to the second implication of your question which con-
cerns possible action on the part of the national Board and to the
third implication what the League as a whole could be doing. Againm,
let me go back a little. You will recall that in the summer of 1963
there was a Civil Rights crisis on the horizon, That was the summer
of the March on Washington; Mrs. Phillips and members of the natiomal
Board heard from members throughout the country raising the same ques-
tions you are raisimg. The national Board did a good bit of “soul-
searching” at that time and thoughtful evaluatiom of what the League
could do when the issue was not on the national Program and there was
no poseible opportunity of goimg through the proper procedures before
action on civil rights was likely to take place.

The Board did decide that there were many things the Leagues could do --
quite within the framework of usual League procedures. I enclose a
copy of Mre. Phillips' memorandum which was sent out at that time.

As a result of the wemo plus the members' wish "to do something" there
was a great deal of activity from coast to coast and in the North as
well as in the South. Some of us in northern communities were surprised
at situations we found cloge at hand; humulity sometimes took the place
of self righteousness.

May I remind you that all of thia occurred in the summer snd fall of
1963 as the Leagues were sending im their suggestions for natiomal
Program. A great deal of imterest im civil rights was manifest in
those program suggestions but ne clear-cut call came for a civil rights
or election lexr Program item per se.




Mre. Eriek Hakaunson
8¢, Paul, Minnesota April 22, 1965

Delegates to the Convention did adopt the new Program item "Develop-
ment of Humaa Resources: Evaluation of policies and programs in the
United States to provide for all persons equality of opportunity for
education end employment.”

The exphasis on equality of opportunity in education and employment

is one which thoughtful lesders throughout the country recognize as

the key area as we move from a crisis situstion into one in which we
build for the future,

It is also the kind of loang term, steady work through govermment which
is the League's speclal contribution snd where staying power is an im-
portant consideration., I thiok we can make a great comtribution, I
think we will.

On the other hand -~ however we may feel shout it now -- delegates to
the national Convention did not choose an election law item under which
we might have been able to support national veting legislation such as
that now before Congrees. Actually the way thiange have worked out
League support 1is aot needed. We will be needed =-- very much needed --
in meeting the challenge of equality of opportunity in education and

employment.

Sincerely,

| P 4 ¥ 7 e
‘\_/,.;’{/‘L el _){-f'"(_;/z--f_-{ 2 J

“Mre. Robert J. Stuart
President
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