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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
AND BY-LAWS

Miss Alce Ke_wc_\n@-‘(' Q\\CL\WQV‘

Conatditeon,

The development of the League has made necessary some changes

in the constitution and by-laws.

Sec. 3 ofAfticle § may be stricken and placed in the by-laws
To meet the need for a new vice-president and to eliminate

the office of corresponding secretaries, the usual duties of which

have, for the most part, been performed by the executive secretary,
v

it is recormended that xk= articlekbe amended to read as follows:

"The officers of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters shall be a president, three
vice-presidents at large, ten vice—nre—
sidents who shall be chairmen of the ten
congreesional districte in the state, a
secretary, a treasurer and six directors.
The officers ahll be elected as provided by
the by=laws,"

Since the Departments of Efficiency in Government and of
International Cooperation to Prevent War have been added to the
organization of the League a place for them should be made in the
constitution and to that end it is proposed that Article VI be

amended as follows to square with the facts:

"The officers tocether with the chairmen of departments
and standing committees, shall constitute an
Executive Board which shall transact the
general business of the organization subject
to Ite approval. The board shall designate
seven of its members to act as an executive
committee, who shall transact business in the
nterim of board meetings, provided that
nothing shall be ne contrary to the policy
adopted at the annual meeting or to any action
of the board."




As now phrased there is a doubt as to whom and how long
before the annual meeting notice of proposed changes in the con-
stitution shall be given. For this reason it is recommended
that Article VIII be amended to read:

"This constitution may be amended at any
gannual meeting by a two-thirds vote, pro-
vided a least one month's notice of the
subject matter of the amendment shall have
been given in writing to the members of
the Executive Board."

Such an amendment would quiﬂ& any doubt which has

arisen as to what shall constitute notice.

ByX*Laws

To affirm what has become the usual practice it is proposed
that Section 1 of Article LI be amended to read as follows:

"The ten district vice-prezidents shall constitute a
numinating cormittee which shall present the names

of candidates for each office except for district
vice-president. One of the members of the nominating
Committee shall be designated as chairman by the
executive committee. Whenever possible the names of
two candidates]ﬁhll be presented for each office.
Other nominations may be made by a written petition
from any group of twenty-five or more members."

Section 2 of Article II requires amendment to harmonize it
with the constitution. It is recommended that this section be

modified to read as follows:

"The president, second vice Eiesident at large, third
"

vice-president at large andiIive vice-presidents for
the even numbered congfressional districts and three
directors shall be elected at the annual meeting
occurring in the odd numbered years. The first vice-
rresident at large, the treasurer, the secretary and
five vice-presidents for the odd numbered congressional

%jstricts and three directors shall be elected at
he annual meeting occurring in the even numbered years.

The term of office shall be two years. At the 1924

election a third vice-president shall be elected for
one year." :




-3~ Since the League functions through the district unit

and the local league unit, it =seems advisable that Section 1 of

Article 3%3%x III be amended as follows:

"The executive board shall fix the number of
delegates for each local league to the annual meeting.

It is recommended that Section 4 of Article VI be amended to

"The district chairman &all have power to appoint

county chairmen to assist her in extending organization
in the district.”

It is recommended that Section 2 be added to Article V

as follows:

"Each local league by the action of its board
texitxxmaxzxd shall have power to establish xkxmAXmg
sustaining memberships for which dues ma~ be required.

To keep pase with the development of the League Sec. 1 of Article VII
should be phrased to take cognizance of the two departments - Efficiency
in Government and International Cooperation to prevent War. It is suggested
that this section be amended to read as follows:

"There shall be departments of Efficiency in Government
and International Cooperation to Prevent War and the
following standing committees: Child Welfare,
Legal Status of Women, Living Costs, Sociel Hygiene and
Public Health, Education, Protection of Woien in
Industry and Law Enforcement. The chairmen of these
departments and committees shall be appointed by the
Executive Board at the close of each annual meeting.#
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For the same reason that it may seem advisable

to amend the provision in relation to amendment of tge Y/

constitution it may seem advisable to amend the—seettomw

of the by-lawes as follows:

"These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds
vote of those present and voting at any

annual meeting, previous notice of the subjeoct
matter of the amendment having been given

to the members of the Executive Board."®
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Notice is given by the Remsey County League of Tfomen Voters
thet it vill propose an amendment to the .state constitution,

by striking out the following ar-icles:

e e S s S i R - ——

is rt" cle IV,
MEERSHIP

Section 1. Anv woman citizen of Minnesota may become & member
by signing an apnlication for membership and subscribing to the aims
of the League.

Section 2. iembership in any branch of the League of omen
Voters shall COuSt}tutb membership in the State League.

Section 3., Each district or sub-division, by action of its
locsl Board, shall have power to establish sustaining memberships
for +hich dues may be required.

BY-LAWS »
DUES,
Article IV,

No dues shall be required of individual members,"

- o
and substituting the folloing: °\ Q{{¢

i —

-

Article IV.
MEVBERS TP

Section 1. Any vomen citizen of lMinnesota may become & member
of the Minnesota Leazue of ‘‘omen Voters by g gning an application
for membership and subseribing to the aim of the League, or by be-
coning a member. of the league in an Org ranized tovm or city unit and
conforming to the regulations of that unit in repgard to dues.

Section 2. E:zch toum or city unit shell have power by action
of its members to establisgh dues.and to csteblish the emount of such
dues.

BY~LATS
Article 1IV.
DUES.

No dues shall be rejuired of members except by ¢ action of
- . A
local units.
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National League of Women Voters
Organization Department
Ravised January 1927,

SUGGESTED BY-LAWS
For a State League of Women Voters

These By-laws are not offered as a model constitution as it is
recognized that no one draft will fit the necds of the various
state Leagues. They are intended to serve only as suggestions
embodying what are regarded as workable and sound provisions
on the essential points of any constitution.

ARTICLE 1I.
Name

The name of this organization shall be the __ _ League of Women Voters
affiliated with the National Loague of Women Voters.

ARTICLE II.
Object and Policy

Section I. Object: The object of shall be to promote education in citi-
zenship, efficiency and public welfare in government and international cooperation
to provent war.

Section II, Policy: The League of Women Voters shall not ally itself
with or support any political party, but it may(endorse measures and policies.

The League urges every woman voter to join the party of ‘her choice and to partici-
pate in all elections.

ARTICLE III.
Membership and Dues

Section I, Membership: The membership of the League of Women Voters
shall consist of members of affiliated local leagues, or members at large who en-
dorse the purposcs and policy of the state League and pay anmal dues as provided
in the following sections.

Section II. Eligibility and Dues: Any woman resident of the state of over
twenty years of age shall be eligible for membership on payment of annual dues of

(It is the practice in many states for local Leagues to send a per capita
percentdge of dues to the state treasury ~ as, 25¢ out of a dollar, 50¢ out of a
dollar. ) By : f _ O fu.;.,i yaibe e e Ben

itu on b8 | - \
Section III. Members dt Large: Any woman resident of the state of over
twenty ycars of age residing in a county or town in which there is no affiliated
local League may become a member of tho ___League of Women Voters upon pay-
ment of ene-delier anmially.

8
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ARTICLE 1IV.
Local Leagues

Section I. Affiliation of Local Leagues: The Doard with the authority of the con-
vention may E;EEEribe the conditions of affiliation and may withdraw recognition
from any local League for the non-payment of dues or ror the commission of acte c¢rn-
trary to the declared object, policy or program of the state League.

Section II. College Leagues: The Board with the authority of the convention mey
Likewise provide for the organization of college Loagues and prescribe the condi -
tions of granting and withdrawing recognition.

ARTICLE V.
Officers

Section I. Genoral Officers: Tko officers of the ____ League of Women Voters
chall be a president, three vice-presidents, recording socratary and & treasurer
alected for « term of two years. The president, secretary and third vice-president
shall be elected in the even rumbered years, the first vice-president and second
vice-president and the treas.rer in the odd numhered y2ars. (Many Leagues provida

a one-year term for all offisnrs.) The duties of the officexs shall be those usuai-
1y pertaining to suck offices ¥

Section II. District Dirsctor: A director for cach congressional district shall Le

elected by the delegates of the district at the annual convention for one year. e
case delegates from any district fail to take such action, the-convention ( or tl.e
Beard) shall name a.director from said district. (Not ail Leagues follow the plai

or havin% congressional district directors. This section thersfore may need to by

M (o Bd al o dod lwmealia M

omitted. ) o Al 4z I_..!.(J.’_f AR Wt r v eut i

Copl T Bosse v Ht & UL, Lol Bt ] o
\ ' p ] e ARTICLE VI. ! &9
L] D& Beard of Dirsctors
X\ (Sometimes called Board of Trustecs)
Section I. Board: The officers, togethsr with the state chairmen of departments
and standing committees shall constitute a Board of Directors, which shall transact
the general business of the lLeague between conventions. (It is advised if standing
committee)chairmen are not members of the Board, that they sit with the Board with-
ont vote.

Section II. Meetings: The Board shall hold gmonthly, bi-monthly, or quarterly)
meetings (as shall be considered practicable). Special meetings of the Board may
be called by the prosident or threc membars thersof.

Section III, Vacancicsg: The Board shall have power to fill all vacancies which
occur between conventions.

-~
Section IV. Exccutive Committoce: The Bourd shsll designate féve of its members to
constitute an Executive Committee to transact bausiness in the interim of board meet-
irgs, provided that nothing shull be done contrary to the policy adopted at the an-
mwl convention or to sny action of the Board.,. Qi coes F Y Pass '
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Footnote:
* Refer to Hobert's Rules of Order for definition of customery duties of officers.

J
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ARTICLE VII.
Fin&nce

Cection I. Budget: The Board shall submit to the annual convention a budget for
vhe ensuing year showing estimated income as well as estimated expenditures and wiih
a plan for financing the work of the League.

cection Il1. The Treagurer: The treasurer shall be required to furnish such boad s
shall be determined by the Board of Directors - the cost of the bond to be paid I+.m
the treasury. She shall pay bills only on order of the Board of Directors, or wiiu
the approval of a second officer designated by the Board.

Lection ITI. Anmal fudit: All accounts of the treasurer shall be audited annually
by a public auditor, who shall make a report at the annual convention. The aud:it-

0

i
r s fee shall be paid from the treasury of the __

ARTICLE VIII.
Program

Departments and Coumittcugt The Board of Directois shall designate anl
as far as possible dep: 'tmeris and committces corresponding vo those of the

Proparation of Program: The Board of Directors, with the advice of thre
1airnen of departments and committees, shull prepare a program of work to be subm'i-
t3d to the convention.*

ARTICLE IX.
&7 4 Convention

'Ecction I. Place and Date: There shall be un annual convention held between
end , the exact date and the place to be determined by the Board of Directors.

Section II, Representation in Convention: The officers, directors, chairmen of ds-
vartments and stunding committces and the chairmen of locai Leagues shall each have
cne vote at the annual convention. Local Leagues may have one additional delegate
for each _ ¢ members (the number varios from 25 to 100 members in the -various

12 > Y r A P a4, g A ¢ . »n
shates. ) Mo, (O W R e ezt LL«!—‘ Cl.s W s \'\ ¢ & Jﬂ tel § rl Gt as
f L A

Soction III. Credentiuls Committee® The Credentials Committee shall report to the
convention the number of delegates entitled to vote on tho budget, finunce plan,
program of work and election of officers and on other matters of policy.

ARTICLE X
Nominaticns and Elections

Nominating Committees: Five members shall be appointed by the Bourd of Directors at
loast two months before the state convention to servs as a Nominating Committea.
Nominations for the general officers, snd—district directors may be sent to this éom-
mittee which shall report to the convention twenty-foues hours before the time fixed
for the election. No one shall be nominated for #ny office whose consent has not
Previously been secured,

'|_}:

+ Footnote: Some stutes provide that the proposed program be sent to the local
Leagaes al least one month before the convention.




ARTICLE: X1
Procudurs

ol

Procedure: Procedure shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order.

ARTICLE XII
Amendments

Amendments: These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those present and
voting at any convention, previous notice of the subject maiter of the amendmerts
.aving been given to the affiliated local Leagues at leust thirty days in advance




Minnesota League of Women Voters
Ninth Annual Convention
November 23 - December 3, 1927

Recommendations on Chenges in Constitution and By-Laws

1) Membership - The membership of the Minnesota League of Women Voters shsall
consist of effilisted local Leagues and their members who shall pay
such annuel dues as mey be prescribed by their local League boards.
It shall elso consist of members st lsrge who endorse the purpose
and policy -of the League and pay such annusl dues as may be pre-
scribed by the executive board,

It is proposed thus to smend Article IV of the Constitution and
Article IV of the By-Laws to provide thet the psyment of dues shall
be a condition of membership., The present constitutionsl provision
reads, in part: "Any women citizen of Minnesots may become & member
by signing en epplication for membership and subscribing to the aims
of the League."

2) Nominating Committee - A Nominsting Committee consisting of one represens =
tative from each Congressional district shall be appointed annually
by the Executive Committee,

It is proposed thus to amend Article II of the By-Laws., The present
section provides thet the Nominsting Committee shall consist of the
ten district vice-presidents, with & chairmen appeinted by the
Executive Committee.

It is proposed to amend the necessary articles in the Constitution snd
By-Laws to change the title of congressional district vice-presidents to
congressional district chairmen.

It is proposed to emend Article VII of the By-Laws to include the
Department of Public Welfare in Government emong the departments named. This
is @ new department of the National Lesgue, deting from 1926,

Note: The sbove recommendations will be reported for Convention action by
Mrs. George H. Spesr, chairman of the committee, et the Convention Business
Session on Seturday morning, December 3.
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REPORT OF COMMITTXIE ON REVISION OF
CONSTITUT ION AND BY-LAWS

OF
THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Mvs. Gieoxge  H- Spear, Chaivman
Your Committee on Revision of the Constitution
and By-lLaws submits the following recommendations:
That Seetion 1 of Article IV of the Constitution

be cmended by substituting the following,

"Membership - Jection l. The membership of

the Minnesote Leagus of VYomen Voters shall con-

sist of affiliated loonl lLeagues and their mem-

bers; and of members at large who shall endorse

the purpose and pouo{ of the lLeague and pay such
e

anmeal dues as shall preseribed by the ixecu-

tive Board."
That Section 2 of Article IV of the Constitution
be amended by substituting the following,

"Section 2. Any women citizen of Minnesote
mey become & member of sn affiliated local Ieague
by subseribing to the aims of the League of Women
VYoters snd paying the annual dues preseribed by
the locel League."

That Article V of the Constitution be amended
by striking out "three viece-presidents at large, ten vice-
presidents who shall be chairmen of the ten congressional
districts of the state"
and inserting,

"a Tfirst vice-president, a second vice-presi-
dent, a third vice-president, a district
chairman from each congressional distriet
in the state".,

The amended Article to read,




"gfficers - The officers of the Minnesota
League o women Voters shall be a president, a
first viece-president, a second viee-president,

& third vice-president, a distriet chairman from
each congressional district in the state, & sec-
retary, a treasurer, and six directors. The
officers shall be elected as provided in the
By-lawa-"

That Seetion 1 of Artiecle II of the By-laws be
amended by striking out,

"ihe ten Aistrict vice-presidents shall con-
stitute & nominating committee whish shall pre-
sent the nemes of ocandidates for each office
except for district vice-president.”

and inserting,

"A nominating committee consisting of one
representative from each oorgressional district
shall be appointed snmually by the executive
committee snd shall present at the anmual meet-

the names of candidates for each office,
except distriet chairman, to be filled at said
aennmual meeting.”

The amended section to read,

ngeetion 1 - A nominating committee consist-
ing of one representative from ¢ach congres-
sional distriet shall be sppointed annually by
the executive committee and shall present at
the ennual meeting the names o candidates for
each office, exeept district chairman, to be
filled at seid esnnual meeting. The chairmen of
the nominating committee shell be appointed by
the executive committee. Whenever possible,
the names of two candidates for each affice to
be filled shall be presented. Other nominations
may be made by a written petition from any group
of twenty-five or more members.”

That Seetion II Article II of By-laws be amen-
ded by striking out,
"geoond vice-president at large, third vice-
president at large snd the five vice-presi-

dents for the even numbered congressional
distriets and three directors shall be




elected at the annual meeting occurring in
the odd numbered years. The Tirst vice-
president at large, the treasurer, the seo-
retary and five vice-presidents Tor the odd
numbered congressional districts.

and inserting,

r"gecond vice-president, thixd vice-president
and the chairman from each of the even nume-
bered congressional districts and three
directors shall be elected at the annual
meeting ocourring in the odd numbered yesrs.
The first vice-president, the treasurer, the
seoretary, the chairman frfom each of the odd
numbered congressional districte.”

and by striking out,

"At the 1924 elecotion a third vice-president
shall be elected for one year,"

The smended seotion to read,

"Seotion £ - The president, second vice-
president, third vice-president and the chair-
man from each of the even numbered congression-
al districts and three directors shall be elec~
ted at the anmual meeting occurring in the odd
numbered years. The first vice-president, the
treasurer, the secretary, the chairman from
each of the odd numbered congressional dis-
triets and three directors shall be elected
at the ennuel meeting occurring in the even
numbered years. The term of each sald office
shall be two years."

That Section & of Article II of the RBy-laws be
amended by substituting,

"Seetion & - The chairman for each congres-
sional district may be elected by the district
previous to the smmal meeting dut the elec-
tion must be confirmed at the next ensuing
anmual meeting of the state league,"

Thet Section 4 of Artiecle II of the By-laws be

amended by imserting the word “"congressional" between
the words "any" and "distrioct"™;
by striking out "vice-president for that distriet™ and




inserting "the chairman from said distriet™;
by striking out the word "the" betwesn "from" and "district®
and inserting the word "that".
The amended Seetion to read,
rSeetion 4 - Whenever any congressional
distriet fails to make due provision for
such election, the chairman from said dis-

trict shall be elected at the annual meet-
ing by the delegates from that distriet.”

That Article IV of the By-laws be struck out.

That Article VII of the By-laws bs amended by
inserting "and Publiec Welfare in Govermment" between the
word "War" and the word “and".

The amended Seetion to read,

"Seetion 1 - There shall be departments of
Efficiency in GCovermment, Imternational Co-
operation to Prevent War, and Publie Velfare
in Government, and the following standing
cormittees: Child Welfare, Legel Status of
Women, Living Costs, Social Hygiene and Pub-
lie Health, Zduoation, Protection of Women
in Industry, and law Lnforoement. The chair-
men of these departments and committees shall
be appointed by the lIxecutive Boerd &t the
close of each annual meeting."

Respectfully submitted,




Mirnesote League of Women Voters September 19, 1929

PROPOSED CHALIGES 1I. COLISTITUTION ALD BY-LAWS

(To be approved by the state board for
submission %o the state convention)

Miss Monahan, chairman of the Committee on Changes in the Constitution
and By-Laws, recommends the following changes in Article II, Section 1
of the By-lLaws.,

The section in the present By-Laws reads as follows:

"A nominating committee consisting of one representative
from each congressional district shall be appointed
annually by the executive committee and shall present
at the annual meeting the names of candidates for each
office, except district chairmen, to be filled at said
meeting, Whenever possible the names of twc candidates
for each office to te filled shall be presented. Other
nominations may be made by a written petition from any
group of twenty-five or more members,"

It is proposed to replace the words"executive committee" with the
words "executive board" so that the naming of the nominating committee
will be by the state board rather than by the executive committee;
and to strike out the words "except district chairmen" since for
several years past it has been the practice to ask the nomineting com-
mittee to list the names of district chairmen whose names are placed
upon the ballots given the district delegates,




Mivnesota League of Women Voters September 19, 1929

PROPOSED CHALGES IIi COLSTITUTION ALD BY-LAWS

(To be approved by the state board for
submission to the state convention)

Miss Monahan, chairman of the Committee on Changes in the Constitution
and By-Laws, recommends the following changes in Article II, Section 1
of the By-Laws.

The section in the present By-Laws reads as follows:

"A nominating committee consisting of one representative
from each congressional district shall be appointed
annually by the executive committee and shall present
at the annual meeting the names of candidates for each
office, except district chairmen, to be filled at said
meeting. Whenever possible the names of two candidates
for each office to te filled shall be presented, Other
nominations may be made by a written petition from any
group of twenty-five or more members."

It is proposed to replace the words"executive committee" with the
words "executive board" so that the naming of the nominating committee
will be by the state board rather than by the executive committes;
and to strike out the words "excepi district chairmen" since for
several years past it has been the practice to ask the nominating com-
mittes to list the names of district chairmen whose names are placed
upon the ballots given the district delegates.




Miruesota League of Women Voters September 19, 1929

PROPOSED CHALIGES IIi COLISTITUTION ALD BY-LAW

(To be approved by the state board for
submission to the state convention)

Miss Monahan, chairman of the Committee on Changes in the Constitution
and By-Laws, recommends the following changes in Article II, Section 1
of the By-Laws,

The section in the present By-Laws reads as follows:

"A nominating committee consisting of one representative
from each congressional district shall be appointed
annually by the executive committee and shall present
at the annual meeting the names of candidates for each
office, except district chairmen, to be filled at said
meeting. Whenever possible the names of two candidates
for each office to be filled shall be presented. Other
nominations may be made by & written petition from any
group of twenty-five or more members.,"

It is proposed to replace the words"executive committee" with the
words "executive board" so that the naming of the nominating committee
will be by the state board rather than by the executive committee;
and to strike out the words "excepit district chairmen" since for
several years past it has been the practice to ask the nominating com-
mittees to list the names of district chairmen whose names are placed
upon the ballots given the district delegates,




Minnmesota League of Women Voters September 19, 1929

PROPOSED CHALIGES 11, COLISTITUTION AUD BY-LAWS

(To be approved by the state board for
submission to the state convention)

Miss Monahan, chairman of the Committee on Changes in the Constitution
and By-Laws, recommends the following changes in Article II, Section 1
of the By-Laws.,

The section in the present By-Laws reads as follows:

"A nominating committee consisting of one representative
from each congressional district shall be appointed
annually by the executive committee and shall present
at the annual meeting the names of candidates for each
office, except district chairmen, to be filled at said
meeting. Whenever possible the names of two candidates
for each office to te filled shall be presented, Other
nominations may be made by & written petition from any
group of twenty-five or more members,"

It is proposed to replace the words"executive committee" with the
words "executive board" so that the naming of the nominating committee
will be by the state board rather than by the executive committee;
and to strike out the words "excepit district chairmen" since for
several years past it has been the practice to ask the nominating com-
mittes to list the names of district chairmen whose names are placed
upon the ballots given the district delegates,
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MEMORANDUM - MMW to Committee on Revision of By-Laws.,

e

In view of the fact that the present constitation and
by-laws of the Minnesota League of Women Voters were drawn up before
the organization of the League and therefore without League experience
and in view of the fact that there has since been drawn up a sort of
model by-laws with suggestions as the result of the experience of
state leagues all over the country, I suggest that there now e~ _
at the end of ten years and at the beginning of a new administration  Linu &
accomplete revision of our by-laws,using the suggested by-laws to
which I have referred as a model.

I also suggest that there be no constitution but only by-laws
which is I think in keeping with the best practice.

I advise that the by-laws be kept as simple as possible
and that they contain only the barest essentlals. To the articles
of by-laws which I shall suggest I will append a list of certain
policies and principles that have been accepted by the Minnesota League
from which your committee may think certain items should be transferred
to the by-laws but which I believe I would prefer to leave outside of
the by-laws, attaching them however to the office copy of the by-laws
and in other ways making them handy for reference.

May I now make a few somewhat definite suggestions as 1o
the by-laws: -

ARTICLE I -Name
I recommend that our Article I be retained, with the possible
substitution of affiliation fof the word fsx auxilliary.

ARTICLE II,Object and Policy
I recommend that the Object should be set fortilas in Section 1
in Article II of the suggested by-laws, but that Policy should
be as our Article III entitled, however, Seciton 2 under
Article II.

ARTICLE III, - should read Membership and Dues as in Article III of the
suyggested by-laws. Section 1 under Article III should be
Section 1 under Apticle III of the suggested by-laws.
Section 2, Eligibllity and Dues, should read "Any woman
resident of the ®tate of Minnesota over twenty years of age
shall be eligible for membership on payment of annual dues
to the local League of $2.00, 50 cents of which shall go to
the State League in payment of the Bulletin.® Section 3,
Mermbers at Large, should read like Section 3 of the suggested
by-laws with the substitution of $2.00 as annual dues.

I want to call your attention to the fact that there is
evidence that a great many League members and officers favor the $2.00
membership dues, but there are certainly others who are opposed. In
case the opposition is too strong this year I would recommend a COmpTON=
ise and that at some future date the $2.00 due be established.

ARTICLE IV - Local Leagues.
I recommend this Article as in the suggested by-laws.
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ARTICLE V - Wfficers
Section 1 - General Officers.

T recommend this Section as in the suggested by-laws.
Section 2 - Distri ct Directors.

District directors have in Minnesota been called

District Chairmen and considered as officers and were
before our by-laws were revised,I think,considered as
vice presidents. As gmatter of fact, however, their
duties and position have been those of directores and not
of chairmen,as we have never had district organization
and never after we were originally organized have we
contemplated district organization. d recommend, there-
fore ihat Section 2 shall become either the Section 2

of the suggested by-laws or shall read as follows:

¥ A director for each congressional district shall be
appointed by the Board at its post-convention meeting
except in the case of the districts Fourth and Fifth
which constitute local Leagues and whose elected
president shall serve as district director."

T recommend the latter provision because the former one

in our present stage of organization does not work well
and tends to become a mere gesture. I also think that
the quality of the Board and the usefulness of the
directors thruout the state is better secured by appoint-
ment.

Section 3 — I am inclined to suggest that under "Officers®
2 Section 3 be added as follows: "Committee and department
. chairmen corresponiing to national chairmen shall be
appoinﬁed by the Board and thereby become members of the
Board.

ARTICLE VI - Board of Directors
Section 1 - Board
T vecommend as follows: "The of ficers together with the
directors at large and the ate chairmen of departments
and standing committees shiwk¢ constitute a Board, etc.”
Section 2 - Meetings
T recommend this Section as in the suggested by-laws
with meetings monthly.
Section 3 - Vacancies — as in the suggested by-laws
Section 4 - Executive Committee
Tx re commamdx Kex gy as kedx Eyskaws xwk i XXX gREX R am g XAX
fekiowzrx $ThE xRuardxERak i xde Rt Ak x EE YRR X AL XX XN XNENDE RS
tmxpamEt ke xax xexgeuk i ye xeank kXeEx
I am inclined to recommend that the executive committee
shall consist of seven members of the Board as follows:
President, treasurer or finance chalrman, chairmen of the
three departments, and presidents of the St.Paul and
Minneapolis Leaguesj or possibly instead of presidents
of the St.Paul and Minneapolis Leagues let it read "and
two othersd

ARTICLE VII - Finande
T recommend that this follow the article as in the suggested
by-laws or that it be omitted from the by-laws altogether.

ARTICLE VIII- I recommend that Article IX,Convention, in the suggested

by-laws, shall become our ARTICLE VIII, and that under it
Section 1 shall correspond to Section 1 of the suggested
by-laws, but that here or elsewhere the change in the




ARTICLE IX -

)

ra
fiscal year as suggested last year shall be made.
Section 2, Representation in Convention
I hope that very careful consideration be given to
the question of whether we wish now for the first time
to 1imit our delegates to a certain number per member .
I think we must do so in case it is decided IaxxEERigRxie
that district directors shall be elected by delegates.
I, case such a designation is made I suggest that
there be one delegate for each ten members at least.
This whole question, however, should be thoroly canvassed.
Section 3, - as in BSection 3 of the suggested by-laws.

should then be Article X,Nominations and Elections.
This should read as in the suggested by-laws as to
nominating committees,only in case provision is made
for the appointment of district directors the words
#and district directors" should bé omitted.

The next two Articles on Procedure and on Amendments
should read as in the suggested by-laws.




PROPOSED BY-LAWS
to supplement Articles of Incorporation
of the
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
(affiliated with the National League of Women Voters)
to be submitted to the 1 9 3 8 State Convention

Note:
Provisions in previous by-laws now included in Articles of Incorporation
have been omitted.

Underlined portions indicate provisions not included in previous by-laws.

. Article I
Policy
Section 1, Policy: The Minnesota League of Women Voters shall be strictly un-
partisan, but it may endorse measures and policies, and its members
are urged to participate actively in government.

Article II
Affiliated Leagues
Section Affiliation of Local Leagues: The Board with the authority of the
Convention may prescribe the conditions of affiliation, and the Board
may withdraw recognition from any local Ieague for failure to carry
out such conditions of affiliation or for the commission of acts
contrary to the declared, object, policy or program of the State

League.

Section College Leagues: The Board with the authority of the Convention may
likewise provide for the organization of College Leagues and pres-
cribe the conditions of granting and withdrawing recognition.

Article III
Board of Directors

Cection Number of Appointed Members: The number of appointed members of the
Board shall not exceed that of the elected members.

Section Qualifications: No person shall be elected or appointed or continue to
gserve as an officer or other member of the State Board unless she is
a member of the League of Women Voters, and the absence of a member
of the Board from three consecutive meetings without valid excuse
shall be regarded as a resignation from the Board.

Section Vacancies: The Board shall have the power to fill vacancies which
occur between Conventions.

Section Meetings: The Board shall meet at monthly intervals, and shall
annually hold a meeting immediately preceding the Convention.
Special meetings cf the Board may be called by the President or
three members thereof,

- Quorum: Seven members of the Board shall constitute a quorumn for the
trancaction of business.

Serction 6, Bxecutive Committee: The Board shall designate seven of its members
to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in the
interin betwsen Board meetings, provided that nothing fhall be done
contrary to the policy adopted at the Anmusl Comventior or tc any
action of the Board.

Article IV
Departments and Committees

Section Departments: The Board of Directors shall designate ard create
departments corresponding to the National Leaguie, anl ro~essary to
carry out the Program of Work. Each Departmeni gheril consist of a
State Chairman, who shall be appointed by the Board, axd orf the
corresponding Chairman in each local League.

Section Special Advisers and Committees: Special advisers and chairmen of
special committees may be appointed by theBoard when needed.

Article V
Finance

Section Budget: The Board shall submit to the Annual Convention a Budget for
the ensuing year, showing estimated income as well as estimated
expenditures, and a plan for financing the work of the Leaguee.




" Section 2, The Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be required to furnish a bond of at
least $1,000, the cost of the bond to be paid from the treasury; or,
the Board shall prescribe a procedure that adequately safeguards the
payment of money from the League treasury. The Treasurer shall pay
bills only on order of the Board,

Section 3,Audit: All accounts of the Treasurer shall be audited annually by a
public auditor, who shall prepare a report for submission to the
Board.

Section 4, The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund: All moneys, securities, and property of
whatever nature, which the Minnesota League of Women Voters may receive
by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principle of which is not to be ex
pended (except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to
be invested and the income from the same to be used for any of the

League's EUEEpSqu_Jk111 “form part of a fund to be known as the Jane
Grey Swissheim Zund. the investment of which is to be supervised ang

controlled by a comnittee of trustees appointed anmually by the Board

of Directors.

Article VI
Convention

Section Place and Date: An Annual Convention shall be held sometime between
the first Tuesday in September and the fifteenth day of December, the
exact date and place to be determined by the Board of Directors.

Section Representation of Local Leagues: The Board of Directors shall fix the
number of delegates to the Convention for each local League.

Article VII
Program

Section 1. Preparation of Program: The Board of Directors, with the adwice of the
Department and Committee chairmen assigned to program subjects, shall
prepare a prograrm of work for the State League to be submitted to the
Convention for acdoption.

Submission of Proposed Program to Local Leagues: The Proposed Program
shall be sent out to the local Leagues for their consideration at least

six weeks previous to Convention.

Recommendations for Changes: The Board of Directors, at its pre-conven-
tion Board meeting, will consider recommendations for changes in the
Proposed Program, if submitted in writing by loecal Leagues, at least
one week before Convention.

Section 4, Modification of Proposed Program: The Board may medify the Proposed
Program at its Pre-Convention Board meeting, after the consideration
of recommendations made in accordance with section 3 of this Article.

Section A majority vote of the Convention is necessary for the adoption of
items on the Proposed Program sent out to the local Leagues previous
to Gonvention.

Section A two-thirds vote of the Convention is regquired for the adoption of
s made the Bos in the PTOpOBed Program,

Section A two-thirds vote is required for the afoptio s_in the
Proposed Program, when the request for modification is from the
floor of the Convention, without previous consideration the Bo

but at least twenty four hours must elapse between the making of such
request and action upon the same.

> -

Article VIII
Nominations and ZElections

Section 1, Nominating Committee: A Nominating Committee consisting of one repre-
sentative from each Congressional District shall be appointed annually
by the Board and shall present at the Annual Convention the names of
candidates for each office to be filled.

Section 2, Other Nominations: Other nominations may be made by a written peti-
tion from any group of twenty five or more members.

Section 3, Method of Election: The method by which the election of officers
shall be conducted by the Convention is left to the discretion of the
Board,
-




Article IX
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority: The rules contained in Robert's Rules of

Order Revised shall govern the Convention in all cases to which

they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with
these by-laws.

Article X
Arnendments

Section le Amendments: These By Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of
hose present and yoting a% any Convention, previous notice of the
subject matter of ih> aacniments having been given %o the Board at

least thirty days in adrances
o




MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS'

832-33 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDIN
MINNEAPOLIS |1, MINNESOTA “becenver 27, 1946
Atlantic 0941

Dear Local League President:

- m.,-,_ # In a preliminary meeting of the By-laws Committee Mrs. Harold
G._Cant Mrs, Hi R, Simmons and I felt that we needed the comments of
" TIoenl Presidents on the bést way to secure fair representation at our

annual State Leagug Convention,

The proposed article on this subject will read substantially
as followss
f
ARTICLE VIII,
Convention

* * Sac, 4., Representation, The members of the League of
Women Voters of the United States who are organized into
recognized local Isagues in the state of Minnesota shall
be entitled to one delegate for the first 15 voting members
and one delegate for every additional voting mernbers
or major fraction thereaf belonging to said local League on
January lst of eald yeay, provided that no local League nay
have more than delegates accredited to the Conventlong
The resord in the state office of paid up voting members
ghall determine the officlal membership count for this
purpose,"”

We discussed

(1) one delegate for the first 15 voting members and one
delegate for each additional thirty members or major
fraction thereof, and

(2) two delegates for the first 15 voting members and omne
delegate for each additional thirty members with probe
ably a definite limitation on the numbey any ome
league may have,

Will you glve this some thought and let us hear from you as
soon as possible so we ean send out the pronosed by-laws by Jamuary
15th if possible?

Begt wishes for a Happy New Yeary

Singerely yours,

i 3 _
i VA

WJ Mrs, Irvine McQuarrie
President

Affiliated with the
National League of Women Voters




Mioneasota League of Women ¥Voters
832 Lumber Exchange Building
Minneanolis 1, Minn,

PROPOSED CHANGES IN STATE LEAGUE BY-LAWS TO BE COUSIDERED BY BOARD
AND SUBMITTED TO STATE CONVENTION MAY 16th and 17th

——

Change Article III. of present By-Laws so as to read as follows:
ARTICLE III.
Board of Directors

Section 1, Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The
Board of Directors of MINVESOTA LEAGUE OF VOMEN VOTERS shall consist of
the officers of the League, three elected Directors and not more than
_____ aopointed Directors. The elected directors shall be elected by
the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular
annual Convention or until their successors have been elected and gualified.,
The elescted members shall appoint such additional directors, nov exceeding
, as they deem nocessary to carry on the work of the League, The
terms of office of the appointed directors shall expire concurrently with
the terms of office of the elected directors.

Sece 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or avlointed or
shall continue to serve as an officer or director of MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTTRS unless she is a menber of the League of Women Voters.

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification of an officer or
elected member may be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority
vote of the remaining mombers of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Powers. The Board of Directors shall have full charge of
the oroperty and business of the corporation, with full power and asuthority
to menage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention,
The Board shall create and designate such speclal committees as it may deem
necessary, Matters of policy shall be decided by the Presidents! Conferences
which shall be held _ times each year. |

Sce. 5. Regular Meetings, There shall be at least regular meetings
of the Board of Directors annually which may be held at any time at the call
of the President, The President shall notify each member of the Board of
Directors of all regular mectings by mailing to each member's last known
post office address, at least one week before any such moeting, notice there-
of, giving the time and the place of the mecting,




Sec, 6. Special Meetings, The President may call spocial mectings
of. the Board of Directors at her discretion,

Sec. 7. Quorum, A mgjority of the moembers of the Board of Directors
shall constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in attendance at
any Board Mecting shall, in the presence of a gquorum, decide its action,

Add a new Article to present By-Laws, reading as follows:
ARTICLE XI.
Of ficors

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers, The officers of
MINVESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS shall be a President, a Vice President,
a Secretary, and a Treasurer., They shall hold office until the conclusion
of the fiscal yoar following their election or until their sue—

cessors have been clected and qualified,

Soe, 24 The Presidents The President shall preside at all meetings
of the organization and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designsate
some one to preside in her stoad, ©She shall be, ex officio, a membor of
all committees except the nominating committces She shall have such usual
powers of suervision and managoment as may vertain to the office of the
Prosident and »erform such other dutics as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 3, Tho Vide President, The Vico President shall, in the cvent
of absence, disability, or death of the President, posscss all the »owers
and werform all the duties of that office. In the event that the Vice
President is unable to serve in this capacity the Board of Directors shall
eloct one of their elccted mombers té fill the vacancye The Vice President
shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designatee

Soce 4¢ The Scerctary. The Seerctary shall keep minutes of all
Conventions and Presidonts! Conferonces of the Loague, and of all mcotings
of the Board of Diructors. She shall notify a2ll officers and directors of
their olection, BSho shall sign, with the Prosident, all contracts and other
instruments when so authorized by the Board, and shall perform such othor
functions as may be incidont to her office,

Sece He The Treasurcre The Treasursr, or hor duly appointed assistant,
shall collect and reeeive all moncys duc, She shall be the custodian of
thesc moneys and shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of
Directors. She shall present periodic statements to the Board at their
regular meetings and an annual report to the State Convention.
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Minnesota League of Women Voters
Decenber 30, 1946¢

Bection

Section

Section

Section

Section

Bection

Section

Section

Section

Section 7

BY~LAVWS
of
MINNESOTA LRAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(As Amended in the 1938 and 1943 State Conventions)

Article I.
Policy

Policy: The Minnesota League of Women Voters shall be strictly
unpartisan, but it may endorse measures and policies, and'its
menbers are urged to participate actively in governaent,

Article Il..
Affiliated Leagues

Affiliation of Local Leagues: The Boardwith the authority of i
Convention may prescribe the conditions of affiliation, and the
Board may withdraw recognition from any local League for fallw .
to carry out such conditions of affiliation or for the commissita
of acts contrary to the declared object, policy or prograu of the
State Leaguse.

College Leagues: The Boardwith the authority of the Convention
nay provide for the organization of College Leagues and prescribs
the conditions of granting and withdrawing recogmltion,

drticle I1l.
Board of Directors

The ten direetors at large, shall in so far as possible, be rep-
resentative of the state as a whole,

Nuzber of Appointed Members: The number of appointed meumbers of
the Board shall not exceed that of the elected members,

Duties: The duties of the officers shall be those usually perw
taining to such office,

Qualifications: No person shall be elected or appointed or con-—
tinue to serve as an officer or other uember of the State Board
unless she is a member of the League of Wouen Voters, and the ab-
sence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings with-
out notice shall be regarded as a resignation from the Board,

Vacancies: The Board shall have the power to fill vacancies which
occur eetween Conventions,

Meetings: - The Board shall hold at least ten monthly neetings, one
of whiech shall immediately precede the Convention., Special neet-
ings of the Board may be called by the President or three neubers
thereof,

Quorum: Beven members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for
tlie transaction of business,,




Bection

Section

Seetion

Section

Section

Section

Seection

Bection

Special advisers and chairmen of Special Committees may be ap-
pointed by the Board when needed and they may or may not be desig-
nated members of the Board.,

Exeoutive Comnitteet The Board shall designate seven of its mem-
bers to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in
the interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall
be done contrary to the policy adopted at the Annual Convention
or to any action of the Board.

Article IV.
Finance

Budget: The Board shall submit to the Annual Convention a Budge.
for the ensuing year, showing estimated income as well as estim—
ated expenditures, and a plan for financing the work of the Lezzus.

The Treasurer; The Treasurer shall be required to furnish a bond
of at leat $1,008.00, the cost of the bond to be paid from the
treasury; or, the Board shall prescribe a procedure that adequei
1y safeguards the payument of money from the League treasury, The
Treasurer shall pay bills only on order of the Board,

Audit: All accounts of the treasurer shall be audited annually
a public auditor, who shall prepare a report for submission to th
Board.

The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund: All moneys, securities, and proper
ty of whatever nature, walch the Minnesota League of Women Voters
way receive by gift, bequest, or otherwiee, the principal of which
is not to be expended (except as may be gspecified by the terus of
such gift) but is to be invested and the income from the saie to

be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form part of a
fund to be known as the Jane Grey Swisshela Fund, the investment of
which is to be supervised and controlled by a comnittee of trustees
appointed annually by the Board of Directors,

Article V.
Convention

Place and Date: An Annual Convention shall be held sometime be-—
tween the first Tuesday of April and the thirtieth day of May, the
exact date and place to be determined by the Board of Directors.

Representation of Loeal Leagues: The Board of Directors shall fix
the mumber of delegates to the Convention for each local. league.

Article VI,
Program

Preparation of Progrom: The Board of Directors’ shall prepare a
program of work for the State League to be gubnitted to the Con-
vention for adoption,

Submission of Proposed Program of Work to Local Leagues! The pro-
posed Prograu shall be sent to the local Leagues for their consid-
eration at least six weeks previous to the Convention,




Section Recommendations for Changes: The Board of Directors, at its pre-
convention Bonrd meeting, will consider recommendations for changes
in the Proposed Progran, if submitted in writing by local leagues,
at least one week before the Convention.

Section Changes in Proposed Prograa: The Board by a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting, may change the Proposed Program at its
pre-convention Board meeting, after the consideration of recom-
nendations made in accordance with Section 3 of this article.

Section A najority vote of the convention is necessary for the adoption
of items on the Proposed Program sent out to the local leagues
previous to the Convention,

Seetion 4 mejority vote of the convention is required for the adoption ¢f
changes made by the Board in the Proposed Frogram,

Section A two-thirds vote of the Convention is required for the adoption
of changes in the Proposed Progran when the request for change i
made from the floor of the Convention, without previous conside s
tion by the Board. At least twenty-four hours must elapse betw..
the making of such request and action upon the sane,

Article VII,
Flections

Section Noninating Comnnittee: A Nominating Committee of five (5) meadbers.
the najority of whom shall coue from outside the Twin Cities, shal.
be appointed annually by the Board and shall present to the Annucl
Convention the names of candidates for esach office to be filled,

Section Other Nominations: Other nominations may be made by a written
petition from any group of twenty-five or more members,

Section Method of Election: The method by which the election of officers
shall be conducted by the Convention is left to the discretion of
the Board.,

Article VIII,
Parlianentary Authority

Section Parliamentary Authority: The rules contained in Robert's Rules
of Order Rewvised, shall govern the Convention in all cases to
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent
with these by-laws.

Article IX.
Anerdnants

Section Anendments: These By-laws may be anended by a two-thirds vote o
those present and voting at any Convention, previous notice of the
subject matter of the amenduents havinz been given to the Board at
leage thirty days in adwvance,

Article X,

Section For the duration of the war these By-laws aay be suspended by a
two-third vote of those present and voting at any regular neeting
or special umeeting called for that purpose; previous notice having
been given.




Minnesota League of Women Voters
832 Lumber Exchange Building i i .
Minneapolis 1, Minn. (A$,0941) Decémber 30, 1946
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PROPOSED BY-LAWS

(For presentation to 1947 State Convention)

ARTICLE I.

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II,
Purpose and Policy

Section 1., Purpose, The purpose of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesots shall be to promote political responsibility through informed
and active participation of citizens in government,

Seec, 2. Policy. The League may take action on state govern-
mental measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the
platform of the League of Women Voters of the United States, It shall not
support or oppose any political party or candidate,

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1. Local Leagues. The League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota shall be composed of the local Leegues, which have been recognized by
the League of Women Voters of the United states and of members at large.

Sec, 2, Members at large. Members at large shall be women who
reside outside the area of a local League., They shall pay annual dues of
Two Dollars ($2,00)., This shall cover subscriptions to ACTION and to the
Articulate Voter,

ARTICLE 1V,
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues. Local lLeagues are those Leagues which
have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Recognition of Local Leagues. When there .is, in any
comrunity in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for
local Leagues as adopted at the national Convention, the Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the national
Board that recognition be granted, When such recognition is granted, the
local League shall become an integral part of the League of Women Voters of
the United States and the League of Women Voters of Minnesota,




Sec., 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently

fails to live up %o the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of th
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Bogrd 2

that recognition be withdrawn, Final action rests with the Board of Direct-
ors of the League of Women Voters of the United States,

Sec, 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they
may be orgenized into a provisional League until gsuch time as they meet the
recognition standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V.
Board of Directors

Section 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The
Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, seven
clected Directors and not more than seven appointed .Directors. The elected
Directors shall he elected by the Convention and shall serve until the con--
clusion of the next regular annual Convention or until thelr successors have
been elected and qualified, The elected members shall appoint such addi-
tional Directors, not exceeding seven, as they deem necessary to carry on
the work of the League., The term of office of the appointed Directors
shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Directors,

Sec. 2, Qualifieations, No person shall be elected or appointed
or shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation un-
less she is a voting member of a local League of Women Voters in the state
of Minnesota., The absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive
meetings without notice may be regarded as a resignation from the Board,

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
may be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remain-
ing members of the Board of Directors,

Sec. 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and
authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the
Oonvention, The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary o carry out
the program on state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention., It
gshall accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of the United States for the organization and
development of local Leagues, for the carrying out of program and for pro-
motion in the local Leagues of finance programs requisite to further the
work of the League as a whole, includingt¥ransmission of funds adequate to
support the national budget., The Board shall create and designate such
special committees as it may deem necessary.

$ec, 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight meetings of
the Board of Directors annually, The President shall notify each member
of the Board of Directors of all regular meetings at least one week before
any such meeting, No action taken at any regular board meeting attended by
three-fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated because of
the failure of any member or members of the Board to receive any notice
properly sent or because of any irregularity in any notice actually
received, The President shall call a meeting of the Board of Directors
upon the written request of five members of the Board,




Sec. 6. Quorum, A majority of the members of the Board of Directors
shall constitute a quorum,

Sec. 7. Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall desig-
nate seven of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact
business in the interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall
be done contrary to the policy adopted at the Annual Convention or to any
action of the Board, The action of the Executive Committee must be pre-—
sented to the Board of Directors for approval at its next regular meeting,

ARTICLE VI.
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Flection of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice
President, a second Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They
shall hold office until the conclusion of the next regular annual Conven-
tion or until their successors have been elected and qualified.

Sec., 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings of
the corporation and of the Board of Dircctors unless she shall designate
someone to preside in her stead, She may, in the absence or disability of
the Treasurer, sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex
officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Committee. She
shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain
to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be
designated by the Board,

Seec. 3., The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office.
In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity
the Board of Directors shall elect one of their members to fill the vacancy.
The Viece Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and
Board may designate,

Sec. 4., The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all
Conventions of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors.
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall
sign with the President, all contracts and other instruments when so au-
thorized by the Board, and shall perform such other functionas as may be
ineident to her offied.

See, 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assist-
ant shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of
these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Direct-
ors, and shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors.
She shall present periodic statements to the Board at their regular meetings
and an annual report to the Convention, including a report of the Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fund. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited by an Auditing
Committee appointed by the Board of Directors,




ARTICLE VII,
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall commence on the first of May of each year.

Sec, 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or
Oouncil for adoption a budget for the ensuing year. This budget shall pro-
vide for the support of the League of Women Voters of the United Syates
as well as for the state League, A copy of the budget shall be ssnt to
sach local League president at least two months in advance of the annual
Convention,

Sec, 3. Budget Committee The budget shall be prepardd by a com-
mittee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in
advance of the Convention, The Treasursr shall be ex-officio a member of
the Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman.

Sec. 4. The Jane Grey Swissheim Fund. All moneys., sécurities,
and property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voiers of Minne-
sota may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is
not to be expended (except as may be specified by the terms of such gift)
but is to be invested and the inocome from the same to be used for any of
the League's purposes, shall fcrm part of a fund to be known &s "The Jane
Grey Swisshelm Fund" This fund shall be invested or deposited in a dank
as designated by the Board of Directors,

ARTICLE VIII,
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held annually some time
between the first of April and the thirty-first of May. The exact time
and place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors.
The President shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents
of local Leagues not less than three months prior to the date of the Con-
vention. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President
to the presidents of local lLeagues at least thirty days before the fixed
Convention date,

Sec, 2., Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Sec. 4 of this
Article, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Sec, 3., Qualifications of Delegntes and Voting, Fach delegate shall
be a voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minnesota,
Bach delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even
though the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities, Absentee
or proxy voting shall not be permitted, The Convention shall Pe the sole
judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote,

Sec, 4. Representation. The meubers of the League of Women Voters
of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the
State of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegntes for the first fifteen
voting members and delegate for every additional voting




menbers or major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on Janu-
ary lst of said year, provided that no local League may have nore than
delegates accredited to the Convention, The record in the state office of
pai¢ up voting members shall determine the official membership count for
this purpose,

Sec, 5. Authorization for Action., The Convention ehall considel
autherize for action a nrogram, siact officers and directors, shall
dort a Ludget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business
may be presented. A majority vote of the convention shall be required

ny such action provided that not less than one-half (3) of the local
agues in Minnesola are represented,

ARTICLE IX
Nominabiuiis and Hiections

Oection L. Nomirajing Gommittae. The Nominating Commitvee shall
consist of five menhes '
ors, The chairman, whc shail ot ta e momber of the koard of Directors,
shall be elected by the Ceavention., 4 nomination for this office shall be
nade by the current Nominating Couiittee, Further nominations may be mads
from the floor of the Convention, The other members of the Committee shall
be appointed by the Board of Directors itmediately after the Convention.
Vacancies occurring in the ncominaiing committee shal) be filled by the Boaxd
of Directors, The Fresident of tac League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
gsend the name and address of the chairman of the Nominating Comnittee to the
president of each recognized local League. It shall be the duty of the
chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through the president of
each local League suggestions for nominations for the offices to be filled,

Sec. 2, Suggestions by Local Leagues. Suggestions for nominations
by local Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local
league to the chalrman of the Nominating Committee at least three months be-
fore the Convention.

Sec., 3., Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers,
Directors and the chairman of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention, The report
of the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the
first day of the Convention, Iumediately following the presentation of
this report, nominations may be made from the floor by any uember of the
Convention,

Sec, 4, Tlection, The election shall be in charge of an Flection
Connittee appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention,
The election shall be by ballot, except when there is but one nominee for
each office it shall be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot
for every candidate, A majority vote of those present and qualified to
vote and voting shall constitute an election,

ARTICLE X,
Progran

Section 1, Current Agenda, Current Agenda shall be limited to such
current state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for con-
certed action,




The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues four months prior to the Convention
and shall formulate a proposed Current Agenda, Such proposed Current
Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the Local League boards at
least two months prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards and received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks
before the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board
prior to the Convention at which time the Board may modify the pro-
posed Current Agenda,

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the
samne day on which they are proposed,

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented to
the Convention by the Board of Directors,

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for conside:
ation to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by
the Convention, provided that (1) the Convention shall order consider -
ation by a two--thirds vote: (2) the vote on the proposed change shall
not be taken or the same day as the order for consideration; and (3)
the Convention shall adopt the change by a two~thirds wvote.

Sec. 2. Mewber Action. Meuwbers may act in the name of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board
of Directors,

Sec, 3., Local League Action. Local Leagues nay take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota,

ARTICLE XI,
National Convention and Council

Section 1, National Convention. The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the Convention of the League of Woien Voters of the United
States at its meeting immediately preceding such Convention,

Sec, 2. National Council The Board of Directors shall elect two dele~
gates to the meeting of the Council of the lLeague of Women Voters of the
United States at its meeting imuediately preceding such Council Meeting,

ARTICLE XII,
Parliauentary Authority

Section 1, Parliamentary Autibority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-
laws,




ARTICLE XIII,
Anendments

Section 1. Amendments., These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirde
vote of those present and voting at any annual Convention, previous notice
of the subject matter of the amendments having been given to the Board at
least thirty (30) days in advance,
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February 26,1947

Dear By-lLaws Committee Member:

The State Board at its last meeting suggested and unanimously ap-
proved the following changes in the proposed state league by~laws mailed to
you on December 30, 1946, We will appreciate your comments on these changes
as soon as possible so that we may get out to the local leagues covies of
the proposed by-laws,

THE CHAWLGES:

Page 1 proposed by-laws. ARTICLE III (Membersaip)

Add Section 3 as follows:!

"Section 3. College Leagues The Board with the authority of
the Convention may provide for the organization of College
Leagues and prwscrlbe the conditions of prantlng and with-
drawing recognition,"

Same Article, Sec. 2., lst line, change the word "women"
to "members",

Page 2 proposed by-laws ARTICLE V (Board of Directors)

Section 1., Change to read as follows:

"Seetion 1, Number, manner of Selection and Term of Office.
The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the
League, seven elected Directors and not more than seven
appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be glected
by the Convention and shall serve for a period of two years
following election or until their successors have been
elected and qualified, The elected members shall appoint
such additional directors, not exceeding seven, as they deen
necessary to carry on the work of the League. The term of
office of the appointed Directors shall be one year,"

Section 2, third line: eliminate the words "voting" and
"ocall,

Section 5, line 1: insert beteen "eight" and "meetings" the
word "regular',

Section 5, line 3: strike out word "regular"

3. Page 3 proposed by-laws ARTICIE V, Sec. 6: Change to read
as follows:
"Sec. uorun Seven members of the Board of Direct-
ors shall constitute a quorum."
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4, Page 3 Pronosed by-laws, ARTICLE VI (Officers)

Section 1: Change to read as follbws:

"Seetion 1. Enuwseration and Election of Officers. The officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first
Vice President, a second Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer,
They shall hold office for a period of two years following election
or unt:l their successors have been elected and qualified, The
President, First Vice President and Treasurer shall be elected at
the annual convention in the odd years; the Second Vice President
and the Secretary shall be elected at the annual convention in the
even years."

Section 2., lines 3 and 4, sentence beginning "She may!
Tliminate words "in the absence or disability of the Treasurer”,
Sec. 5., line two: change word "collect" to "bill'.

Page 4 Proposed by-laws, ARTICLE VII (Finance)

Sec. 2., lines 1 and 2: Elininate the words "or Council

Page 4 Provosed by-laws. ARTICLE VIII (Convention)

Sec., 4, fourth line: to read as follows:

"voting members and one delegate for every thirty additional voting ¥

(no decision was reached as to the maximum number of delegates
from one local leagus)

We hope that after the proposed by-laws have been submitted to the local
leagues and we have their reactions to them that we may be able to have a
comnittee meeting here at the office, In the meantime we will rely upon
correspondence to get the by-laws in shape,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Harold G, Cant-
Chairman By-laws Committee




mesota League of Wemen Voters
FROPOSED BY-LAWS
antation to 1947 Stats Convention)
ARTICLE I,

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women

Voters of Iinnesota. This state League is an integral part of the Ieaﬂub of

Women Vote of the United States.

ARTI CLE
Purpose and Policy

Section 1, Purpose. The *purpose of the League of Women Voters of
»sota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and
participation of citizens in government.,

2. Policy. The League may take action on atate governmental

policies in the public interest in conformity with the platform

sague of Women Voters of the United States, It shall not support or
any politiecal party or candidate,

ARTICLE III,
Meiibership

Seetion 1. Local Leaguse, The League of Women otLre of Minnesota
shall be composed of the local Leagues, which have heen recognized by the League
" Women Voters of the United States,snd of members-at-large.

Sec. 2, Meuwbers-at-large, Members at large shall be wmembers who re-
ide the area of a local League, They shall pay gnnudl dues of Two Del
2.,00). This shall cover gubscriptions to ACTION and to the Articulate

Sec., 3., Colleze Leagues. The Board with the authority of the
vention may provide for the organization of College Leaguee and prescribe
conditiong of granting and withdrawing recognition,

ARTICLE 1IV.
Local Leagzucs

League of Women Voters of Hinnusot* shall recommerd to t”b Natjonal
récognition be granted, When such vecognition is granted, the local
shall become an integral part of the Lesgue of Women Voters of the
States and the League of Women Voters of Minnesocta.

Sec, 3. Withdrawal of Recognition., When a local League recurrent-
y live up to the recopnition standards, the Board of Directors of the
WOML“ Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that
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recognition be withdrawm. Tinal action rests with the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 4, Provisional Leagues, When & group of wouwen in a comiunity in
which no local League exists wish to fors a League of Women Voters, they may be
organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the recognition
standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V.
Board of IDirectors

Section 1, Number, Manner of Selecticn and Tern of Office. The Board
of Directors shall conesist of the Officers of the League, seven elected Direci-
ors and not iore than seven appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall
be elected by thue Convention and shall serve for a period of two years follow-
ing election or until their successors have teen elected and qualified. The
¢lscted iembers shall appoint such additional directors, not exceeding seven,

s they deeu necessary to carry on the work of the lLeague., The term of of -
“ioe of the appointed Dirsctors shall be one year,

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
~hall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corperatvion unless
she is a umeuber of a Loague of Wouen Voters in the state of Minnesota, The
.bsence of a uember of the Board froa three consecutive ueetings without no-

ice way be regarded as & resignation fron the Board.

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
uay be filled, until the next Convention, by a uajority vore of the remaining
weunters of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. TFowers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
harge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and au-
rity to wanage and conduct the saue, subject to the instructions of the
wention, The Board shall plan and dircect the work necessary to carry out
¢ prograiz on state governuental matters as adopted by the Convention, It
shall accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the
cague of Women Voters of the United Statee for the organization and develop—
ent of local Leagues, for the carrying out of program snd for promotion in
:te local Leagues of finance prograis requisite to further the work of the
League as a whole, ineluding transaission of funds adequate to support the
notional budeet, The Board shall create and designate such special comait-
tces as 1t way deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings, There shall be at least e¢ight regular mest :
inzs of the Board of Directors amnually, The Fresident shnall notify each merbur
of the Directors of all mectings at least one week before any such meeting, No
action taken at any regular board meeting attended by three~fourths of the neu-
ters of the Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any menber or
sembers of the Board to receive any notice properly sent or becauss of any ir-
regularity in any notice actually received, The President shall call a ueet—

of the Board of Directors upon the wriivten request of five ueubers of the

Scc. 6. Quorud, Seven uecubers of tife Board of Directors shall consti-
a quorulle
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ec, 7. Executive Coumittece. The Board of Directors shall desipgnate
seven of its meabers to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business
in the interim between Board ueetings, provided that nothing shall be done con-—
trary to the policy adopted at the Annual Convention or to any action of the
Roard, The action of the Executive Committee nust be presented to the Board of

Directors for approval at its next rsgular ueeting,

ARTICLE VI
Offlcers

Section 1. Enuuweration and Election of Officers. The officers of tho
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice Fresi-
dent, a second Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, They ghall hold
office for a period of two Vbara following election or until their successors
have boen elected and qualified, The President, First Vice Fresident and Treas-
urer shall be elected at the annual ronv:nt1on in the odd years; the Second
Vice President and the Secretary shall be elected at the annual convention in
the even years,

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all aeeting®
f the corporation and of the Board of D rectors unless she shall designate sove-
Jtne to preside in her stead, e I undcrsb checrf, drafts and notes
e shall be, ex officio, a ue ¢ Noninating Com
ftt:e. She shall have such uuual POWErS :f supcrvision a.d Manaaﬂuvnt as Lay
pertain to the office of the President and perfora such other duties as may Lo
designated by the Board,

Sec. &%, The Vice Presidents, The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the esvent of absence, disability, or death of the Pr¢
cant, possess all tbg powers and perform all the 'duties of that office. In the
cvent that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the Board of
Directors shall elect one of their wembers to fill the vacancy. The Vice FPresie

56 shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate

Sec. 4, The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Conven-—
-+

ms of the League, and of all meetings of the Board o _ircctorS. Bhe shall
if7 all Officers and Directors of their election, She shall sign with the
sident, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board.
and shall perform such other functions ag may be incldent te her office,

Sec. 5., The Treasurer, The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistany
‘l bill and reeeive all moneys due, She shall be the custodian of these
ieys, shall deposit them in a bank dosignated by the Board of Directors, and
171 disburse the sauwe only upon order of the Board of Directors, She shall
gx;aenh periodiec statenents to the Board atb tﬁeir regular ugebtings and an annu-i
cport to the Convention, including a report of the Jane Grey Ewisshelan Fund.
hé books of the Treasurer shall be audited by an lu&L ting Committes appointed
tlie Board of Directors,

Section 1, Fiscal Year, The fiscaml year of the League of Women Vobters
ota shall commence on the first of May of each year,

Sec, 2, Pudge The Foard shall subuwit to' the Convention for adop—
tion a budget for the ensuing year, This budget shall provide for the suppord
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oue of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state

L £ o
copy of the budget shall be sent 1o each local League president at

38,
A

two months in advaunce of the annual Convention.

Sec, 3, Budget Comumittee, The dbudget shall be prepared by a commite
tee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance
of the Convention. The Treasurer shall ¥e ex-officioc a meuber of the Budget
Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chalrman,

See. 4, The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, All noneys, securities, and
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota nay
receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be ez~
pended (except as way be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be in-
vested and the income from the saue to be used for any of the League's purposes;
shall form part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund", This
fund shall be invested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of: Diroc i
OTS e

ARTICLE VIII,
Convention

Section 1. Flace, bate, Call and Notification, A Convention of tho

Yieague of Women Voters of Mimnesota shall be held annually soue time between the
first of April and the thirty-first of Mav, The exact tine and place of the COrn
vention shall be determined by the Board of DBirectors, The Fresident shall seud
s first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagzues not less than
three months prior to the date of the Convention, A final call for the Conven-
tion shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues at least
thity days before the fixed Convention date,

Sec. 2. Couposition, Thé Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Sec, 4 of this
Article, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Direct-
ors of the League of Wouen Voters of Minnesota.

Sec., 3, Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Fach delegate shall
ing uember of a recognized local Lieague in the state of Minnesota, ZEadl
shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
sgave way be attending in two or more capacities, Absentee or Proxy voting
shall not be peruitted, The Convention shall be the gole judge of whether &
Aclegate is qualified to vots.

Sec. 4. Representation, The meubers of the League of Wouen Voters of
she United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for the first fifteen wvoting
acubers and one delegate for every thirty (30) additional wvoting iembers oOr
1ajor fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of said
year, provided that no local League may have Lore than delegates
accredited to the Convention, The record in the state office of paid-up vot-
ing menbers ahll determine the official meubership count for this purpose,

~

Sec, 5, Authorization for Action, The Convention gshall consider and
authorize for action a progran, eleot officers and dirgetors, shall adopt &
budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business &8 uay be
presented, 4 majority vote of the convention shall:.be required for any such
action provided that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in Minne-
sota are represented.,




ARTICLE IX,
Nominations and Elections

Section l. Nominating Coumittee, The Nominating Committee shall con-
cist of five ueubers, two of whou shall be medbers of the Board of Directors,
The  (hairman, who shall not be a iember of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention., 4 nouination for this office shall be nade by the
current Nominating Committee, Further nominations may be made from the floer
of the Convention, The other .eubers of the Comuittee shall be appointed by
the Board of Directors immediately after the Convention, Vacancies ceccurring
in the noninating connittee shall be filled by the Board of Directors, The
President of the League of Wouen Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and
address of the chairnan of the Nominating Committee to the president of each
recognized local League, It shall be the duty of the chairmen of the Nominat-
ing Comuittee to request through the president of each local League sug-=
gestions for noninations for the offices to be filled.

Sec. 2. BSugzestions by Local Leagues, Suggestions for nouinations by
local Leagues shall be sent by the president or seeretary of such local leaguc
Lo the chairman of the Nouinating Conittee at least three zonths before the
conventions

Sec, 3., Report of Nouinating Coumittee and Nominations frou Floor, The
report of the Nowinating Comittee of its nowinations for Officers, Directors
and the chairusn of the succeeding Nouwinating Coaiittee shall be sent to local
Leazues one sionth before date of the Convention, The report of the Noninatinz
Comuiitee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the Conven—
tion. Tmmediately following the presentation of tais report, noninations nay
ve nrde from the floor by any uenber of the Convention,

Sec. 4, Hlection, The election shall be in charge of an Election Couuadt-
¢e appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention, The eiec—
on shall be by ballot, except when there is but one noninee f or each office

3
'+ shall be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for every canfi-—
ate, L majority vote of those present and qualified to vote end voting shall
conetisute an eleckion,

ARTICLE X,
Progran

Section 1. Ourrent Agenda, Current Agenda shall be linmited to such
current state govermuental issues as tile Convention shall choose for concerted

4 2 ¥
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The Board of Directors shall consider the recomiendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues four iionths prior to the Conventvion
and shall foruulate a proposed Current Agenda, Such proposed Current
Agenda shall be subaitted by the Board to the Local League hoards at
least two months prior to the Conventiol,

(a)

Reconuendations for changes subnitted in writing by local Leaguse
boards and received by the Board of Directors at leaet three weeks
before the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board
prior to the Convention at which time the Boardumay modify the proposed
Current Agend, '
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&hanges nade under "»" may not be voted on by the Convention on the
i e day on which they are proposed, .

A mg jority votegbf those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed (urrent hgenda as presented
to tie Convention by the Board of Directorss

changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for consider-

o but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be nede by

ention, provided that (1) the Convention shall order consider—
ation by a two-thirds vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall
not be }aken on the saue day as the-order for consideration; and (3)
the Convention shall adopt the change by & two-thirds vote.

Sec, 2. Member Action, Meuberg may act in the naue of the League :
of Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Direci-
ors, \

\ 7
Sec. 3. Lo§31 Leagie dction, Local Leagues may take action on state

governuental matters only when euthorized by the Board of Directors of the Leagi-
of Wouen Voters of Minnesote,

ARTICLE XI.
 National Convention and Council
{ 5
! 2
_ Bection 1, Nationkl Convention., The Board of Directors shall elect
two delegatés to the Convention of the League of Women Voters of the United
fitates at its neeting immediately preceding such Convention,

Sep; 2, ‘National Cou;Lil The Board of Directors shall elect two
delesates to the meeting of thg’Council of the League of Women Voters of the
Trited States at its neeting immediately preceding such Council Meetinge

F ’

J
/’ - ARTICLE XII.

) Parlianentary Authority
Seotion 1, /{:rliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in 8ll cases to which they
are epplicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XIII,
Anendoents

Section 1., Amendments, These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds
vote of those present and voting at any annual Convention, previous notice of
the subject matter of the aumendnents having been given to the Board at least
thirty (30) days in advances -
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA -ITE ~NPV

BY-LAWS

(As adopted by 1947 State Convention)

ARTICLE I.

Section 1, The name of this corporation shall be the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the
Twazue of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II,
Purpose and Policy

Section 1, Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed
and active participation of citizens in government,

Sec, 2. Policy. The League may take action on state govern-
mental measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the
platform of the League of Woumen Voters of the United States. It shall not
support or oppose any political party or candidate,

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1. Local Leasues. The League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota shall be composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by
the League of Women Voters of the United States, and of members-at-large.

Seec., 2. Members-at-large. Members at large shall be members who
reside outside the area of a local League, They shall pay annual dues of
Two Dollars ($2.00). This shall cover subscriptions to ACTION and to the
Articulate Voter.

Sec, 3. OCollege Leazues. The Board with the authority of the
Convention may provide for the organization of College Leagues and prescribe
the conditions of granting and withdrawing recognition.

ARTICLE IV.
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local Leasues, Local Leagues are those Leagues which
have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States,

Sec. 2, Recognition of Local Leagues. When there is, in any col-—
munity in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for local
Leagues as adopted at the national Convention, the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board
that recognition be granted, When such recognition is granted, the local
League shall beecome an integral part of the League of Women Voters of the
United States and the League of Women Voters of Minnesota,




Sec. 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrent-
1y fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board
that recognition be withdrawn, Final action rests with the Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of the United States,

Sec, 4, Provisional Leagues., When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they
nay be organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the
recognition standards for local Leagues,

ARTICLE V.
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice Pres-
ident, a second Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, They shall hold
office for a period of two years following election or until their successors
have been elected and qualified, The President, First Vice President and
Treasurer shall be elected at the annual convention in the odd years; the Sec
ond Viece President and the Secretary shall be elected at the annual conventiion
in the even years, except that in the year 1947 the second vice president and
the secretary shall be elected for one year only,

Sec. 2, The President, The President shall preside at all meet-
ings of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall desig—
nate someone to preside in her stead, She may sign or endorse checks, drafts
and notes, She shall bé, ex officio, a member of all committees except the

Nominating Committee, She shall have such usual powers of supervision and
management as may pertain to the office of the President and perform such
other duties as may be designated by the Board,

Sec, 3. The Vice Presidents., The two Vice Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, or death
of the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that
office, In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this
capacity the Board of Directors shall elect one of their members %o fill the
vacancy. The Vice Presidents shall perform such other duties as the Presi-
dent and Board may designate,

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep ninutes of all
Conventions of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors.
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election, She shall
sign with the President, all contracts and other instruments when so author-
ized by the Board, and shall perform such other functions as may be incident
to her office.

Sec., 5. The Treasurer, The Treasurer, or her duly appointed as-
sistant shall bill and receive all moneys due, She shall be the custodian
of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Di-
rectors, and shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Direct-—
ors., She shall present periodic statements to the Board at their regular
meetings and an annual report to the Convention, including a report of the
Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund., The books of the Treasurer shall be audited by
an Auditing Committee appointed by the Board of Directors.




ARTICLE VI.
Board of Directors

Section 1. Nusber, Manner of Selection and Term of Office., The
Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, seven elect-
ed Directors and not more than seven appointed Directors. The elected
Directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall serve for a period
of two vears following election or until their successors have been elected
and qualified., Four Directors shall be elected in the odd years and three
in the even years, except that in the year 1947, four Directors shall be
elected for two-year terms and three Directors for one-year terms. The
elected members shall appoint such additional directors, not exceeding
seven, as they deem necessary to carry on the work of the League., The
tern of office of the appointed Directors shall be one year.

Sec. 2. Qualifications, No person shall be elected or appointed
or shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation
unless she is a member of a League of Women Voters in the St#e of Minnesota.
The absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without
notice may be regarded as a resignation from the Board,

Sec. 3. Vacancies, dny vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
nay be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining
members of the Board of Directors,

Sec., 4, Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and
authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the
Convention. The Boardi shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out
the program on state governmental natters as adoptedl by the Convention. It
shall accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States for the organization andi develop-
ment of local Leagues, for the carrying out of progrem and for promotion in
the local Leagues of finance prograis requisite to further the work of the
League as a whole, incluling transmission of funds adequate to support the
national bulget, The Board shall create and designate such special commit~
tees as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular ueet—
ings of the Board of Directors annually. The Presiicnt shall notify each
merber of the Directors of all meetings at least onc week before any such
meeting. No action taken at any regular board meeting attendied by three-
fouriths of the members of the Board shall be invaiidnted because of the
failure of any mambter ¢ nembers «f the Bonrd to reccive any
notice properly sent or because of any irregularity :n say n-tice actually
received. The President shall call a meeting of the Board of Directors.
upon the written request of five members of the Board,

Sec, 6. Quorum . Seven menbers of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum,

Sec. 7. Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall desig-
nate six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to tramsact
business in the interin between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall
be done contrary to the policy adopted at the Annual Convention or to any
action of the Board., The action of the Executive Committee must be pre-
sented to the Board of Directors for approval at its next regular meeting,

e




ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1., Fiscal Year, The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.

Sec. 2, Buiget, The Boardi shall submit to the Convention for
adoption a buiget for the ensuing year, This budget shall provide for the
support of the Langue of Women Voters of the United States as well as for
the statc League. A copy of the budget shall be sent. to.sach local League
president at least two nonthe in advance of the annual Convention.

Sec. 3. Budget Committes. The buiget shall be prepared by a con-
mittee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in ad-
vance of the Convention, The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the
Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman,

Sec, 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund., All moneys, securities, ani
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not %o
be expended (except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) dbut is to
be invested and the income from the same to be used for any of the League's
purposes, shall form part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swissheln
Fundi", This fund shall be invested or deposited in a bank as designated by
the Board of Directors,

ARTICLE VIII.
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held annually some time between
the first of April ani the thirty-first of May, The exact time ani place

of the Convention shall be Aetermined by the Board of Directors. The Presi-
dent shall seni a first call for the Convention to- the presidents of local
Lquncs not less than two months prior to the date of the Convention, A
final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presi-

dents of local Leagues at least thirty days before the fixed Convention date,

Sec, 2, Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Sec, 4 of this
Article, the presidents of local Leagues ani the members of the Board of
Directors of the League of Wouen Voters of Minnesota,

Sec, 3, Qualifications of Delegates ani Voting., Xach delegate
shall be a voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minne-
sota, Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the JUonvention even
theugh the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities, Absentes or
proxy voting shall not be peruitted, The Convention shall be the sole juige
of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

) Sec, 4. Representation. The meumbers of the League of Women Voters

, “0of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the

">State of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for the first fifteen
voting members and one delegate for every thirty (30) additional voting menbers
or major fraction thereof belonzing to said Local League on January lst of
said year., The record in the state office of paid~up voting me: ibers shall
deternine the official meubership count for this purpose,

i
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Sec, 5. Autaorization for Action, The Convention shall consider
ani authorize for action a program, elect officers ani directors, shall adopt
a buiget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may
be presented, A najority vcte of the convention shall be required for any such
action provided that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in Minne-
sota are represented,

ARTICLE IX.
Noninaticns andi Elections

Section 1., Nominating Committee. The Nominating Comuittee shall con-
sist of five mewbers, two of whow shall be members of the Board of Directors,
The Chairman, who ehall not be a member of the Boari of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention, A nouinatiocn for this office shall be made by the
current Nominating Comuittee, Further nominations nay be made from the floor
of the Convention., The other nexbers of the Comnittee shall be appointel by
the Board of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring
in the nominating committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors, The
President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the naue and
aidress of the chairman of the Nominating Comnittee to the president of
each recognized local League, It shall be the duty of the chairman of the
Nominating Committee to request through the president of each local League
sugeestions for nouinations for the offices to be filled,

Sec, 2, Suggestions by Local Leagues, Suggestions for nominations
by local Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local
league to the chairman of the Nominating Comnittee at least two rmonths before
the Convention,

Sec, 3, Report of Nominating Committee ani Nominations from Floor,
The veport of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers,
Directors and the chairmen of the succeeding Nominating Coumittee shall be
sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The report
of %he Nominating Committee shall be presentedl to the Convention on the
first day of the Convention, Immediately following the presentation of
this report, nominations may be nade fron the floor by any mewber of the

al

Convention,

Sec, 4. ZElection, The election shall be in charge of an Election
Comnittee appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention, The
election shall be by ballot, except when there is but one nominee for each
office it shall be in order to nmove that the Secretary cast the ballot for
every caniidate, A majority vote of those present and qualified to vote
ani voting shall constitute an election,

ARTICLE X,
Progran

Section 1, QCurrent Agenda, Current Agenda shall be linited to such
current state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted
action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommeniations which
have been sent in by the local Leagues four months prior to the
Convention apd shall formulate a proposei Current Agenia, Such
proposed Current Agenda shall be subnitted by the Board to the
Local League boards at least two months prior %o the Convention,

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards--and received by thg Board of Directors at least thres




weeks before the opening of the Convention.shall be considered
by the Board prior %0 the Convention at which time the Board
may modify the proposed Current Agenda.

(¢) Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention
on the same day on which they are provosed.

(4) A uajority vote of those present ani voting shall be required
for adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as
presented to the Convention by the Boarl of Directorse.

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for
consideration to but not recommendei by the Board of Directors
nay be made by the Convention and new items submitted, provided
that (1) the Convention shall order consideration by a two-=
thirds vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be
taken on the same iay as the order for consideration; ani (3)
the Convention shall aiopt the change by a two~thirds vote.

(£) Active work for measures previously supported by the league
but not enacted into law shall be resumed,

Sec. 2. Member Action., Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Boari of
Directors.

Sec. 3. Local League Action, Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental uatters only when authorized by the Boardi of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota,

ARTICLE XI,
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors shall elect
two delegates to the Convention of the League of Wonen Voters of the United
Statcs at its meeting immediately preceding such Convention,

Sec, 2., National Council The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of
the United States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting,

"ARTICLE XII.
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which
they are applicable andl in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws,

ARTICLE XIII,
Aniendnents

Section 1, Auwendments. These By-laws nay be anded by a two-thirds
vote of those present and voting at any annual Convention, previous notice
of the subject matter of the amendments having been given to the Board at
least thirty (30) days in advance,

--6-.
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Authorization for the organization of state Leagues ie given
in the By-laws of the League of Women Volters of the United

States:
"ARTICLIE V
State Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Local Leagues may be organized into state
Leagues in order to take action on state governumental nmatters.

Sec, 2. How Composed. A state League shall be composed of all
recognized loccl Leagues within that state.

Sec. 3. Recognition. State Leagues shall be organized in con=-
formity with recognition standerds formulated by the Board of Di-
rectors and adopted by the Convention.”

MODEL BY-LAWS FOR A STATE LEAGUE

ARTICLE I

Sec. 1, The name of this organization (or corporation) shall

be the League of Jomen Voters of (gtatea) ., This state Leegue

is an integrel part of the lLeague of Women Voters of the United
States.
ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy
Sec. 1. Purnose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of

shall be to promote political responsibility through

informed and active participation of gitizens in government.

Sec. 2. Policy. The League may tuke action on state govern-
mental mcasures and policies in the public interest in conformity
with the Platform of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Tt shall not support or oppose any political party or candidate.




Model By-laws for a State League

ARTICLI IIT

How—Compesed 17ZQTHL9L¢)&75
O

Sec. 1. The League of Women Voters of shall

be composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the
League of Women Voters of the United States and members-at-large of
the League of Women Voters of the United States residing within

(state)

Sec. 2. Members-at-large. Members-at-large shall be woumen

who reside outside the area of & local League, They shall pay an-

nucl dues of $__ .
(1.B. Dues for meubers~-at-large should depend upon the service
a state League is cble to give. A $5.00 membership should
receive scme special attention, such as personal letters,
current national and state publicetions, material on current
issues, etc.)

ARTICLE IV
Local Leagues

seg. Local Leagues. Local Leagues ave those Leagues which

have been recognized by the League of Wouen Voters of the United
States.

Sec. 2. Recognition of Local Lecgues. when there is, in any

comrmanity in the state, a group which meets the recognition stan-
darés for local Leagues as adopted at the national Convention, the

Board of Directors of the League of Wemen Veoters of

shall reccmmend to the notional Board thet recognition be granted.

When such recognition is granted, the local League ghall become an

integral part of the Leagué of Women Voters of the United States

and the League o7 Vomen Voters of
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Sec. 3. Withdrawzl of Recognition. When a local League re=-

currently fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board

of Directors of the League of Women Voters of shall

recommend to the national Board that recognition be withdrawn.
Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States.

Sece 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a com-

rmunity in vhich no local League exists wish to form a League of
Women Voters, they may be organized into a provisional League until
such time as they meet the recognition standards for locgl Leagues.

ARTICIE V
Booxrd of Directors

Sec. 1. DNunber, Menner of Selection and Texrm of Office. The

Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League,
elected Directors and not more than __ appointed Directors. (The
appointed Directors shall not exceed the elected Directors in nuuber.)
The eleccted Directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall
serve until the conclusion of the next repgular biennial Convention

or until their successors have been elected and qualified. The
elected members shall appoint such edditional Directors, not exceed-

ing , as they deem necessayy to carry on the work of the League.

The term of office of tha appcinted Directors shall expire concur-

rently with the term of office of the elected Directors.

(H.B. Statc Leagues may wish to vary the numbers of Directors
according to their individual needs. Seventeen uenbers is
the recommended moxirum for a Board of Directors, Experlence
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has proved that a smaell board is nmore closely knit and func-
tions better as a unit than does a large board. Another factor
to be considered is the cost of attendance at Board Meeting
which is a rightful charge against the state League budget

and should be provided in it.)

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or ap-

pointed or shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of

this orgenization (or Corporation) unless she is a voting member

of a local League of Women Voters in the state of

Secs 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification
of an cofficer or elected merber shall be filled, until the next
Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board
of Directors.

Sec. 4., Powers and Duties. Tne Board of Directors shall have

full charge of the property and business of the organization (or
corporation) with full power and authority to manege and conduct

the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention., The Board
shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the prograr

on state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It

shall accept responsibility delegeted to it by the Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of the United States for the organiza-
tion and development of local Leagues for the carrying cut of program
and Tor promoticn in the local Leagues of finance programs

to further the work of the League as a whole, including transmission
of funds adecuatz o supnort the national budget. The Board shall

create and designate such special cormittees as it may deem necessary.
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Sec. 5. Reguler Meetings. There shall be at least

regular meetings of the Board of Directors anmnually. The President
shall notify each member of the Board of Directors of all regular
meetings by mailing to each member's last known post office address,
at least two weeks before any such meeting, notice thereof, giving
the time and the place of the meeting. No action taken at any regu-
lar board meeting attended by three-fourtihs of the members of the
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or
members of the Board to receive any notice properly sent or because

of any irregularity in any notice actually received.

Sec. 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special

meetings of the Boerd of Directors, and shall call a special meet~
ing upon the written request of five meuwbers of the Roard. Menbers
of the Board shall be notified of the time and place of gpecial
meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to such
meeting, provided, however, that during a Convention the President
may, or upoa the request of five members of the Board shall, cell a
epecial meeting of the Board by handing the members of the Board a
written notice of the time and place of said meeting.

Sec. Te Querum. A umejority of the meuwbers of the Board of
Directors shall constitule a quorum and a majority of the members
in attendance at any Board meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum,
decide its action.

(II.B. Executive Committec. These By-laws purposely do not

provide for an executive committee., Board planning should be

of sufficiently long range quality to talke care of most mat-
ters which might arise. Should an executive committee be
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desired, it might be well to write in that section a provi-
sion that the action of the executive committee be presented

to the Board for approval at its next regular meeting.)

ARTICLE VI
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers

of the League of Women Voters of shall be a President,

a first Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a
Treasurer. They shall hold office until the conclusion of the next
regular biennial Convention or until their successors have been
elected and qualified.

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all

meetings of the organization and of the Board of Directors unless

she shall designate scmeone to preside in her stead. She may, in
the absence or disability of the Treasurer, sign or endorse checks,
draefts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of all com-
mittees except the Nominating Ccumittee. She shall have such usuel
povers of supervision and management as may pertain to the office of
the President and perform such other duties as may be designated by
the Board.

Sec. 3. The Vice-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the

order of their yrank, shall, in the event of absence, resignation,
disability, or death of the President, possess all the povers and
perform all the duties of that office. In the event that neither
Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the Board of Di-
rectors shall elect one of their mewbers to f£ill the vacancy. The
Vice~Presidents shall perform such other duties as tThe President

and Bcard may designate.
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Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all

Conventions of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Di-
rectors, She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their elec-
tion. She shall sign with the President, all contracts and other in-
struments when so authorized by the Board, and shall perform such
other functions as may be incident to her office,

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed

assistant shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be

the custodian of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated
by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse the same only upon order
of the Board of Directors. She shall present periodic statements to
the Board at their regular meetings and an annual report to the Con-
vention or Council., The books of the Treasurer shall be sudited an~
nually (optional: by a certified public accountant,) prior to the
Convention in Convention years or to the meeting of the Council in
non-Convention yeers.

ARTICLE VII
Financial Administration

Sec.l, a The fiscal year of the League of Women

Voters cf shall commence on the first of April of each

year.

Sec. 2. BPBudget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or
Council for adoption a budget for the ensuing yeer. This budget shall
provide for the support of the League of Women Voters of the United
States as well as for the state League. A copy of the budget shell be

sent to each local League president at least two months in advence of

the Convention or Council.
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Sec. 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a com-

nittee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months
in advance of the Convention or Council. The Tregsurer shell be ex-
officio a member of the Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to
serve as chalrman.

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Sec. 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the

League of Women Voters of shall be held biennially. The

tine and place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of
Directors. The President shall send a first call for the Convention to
the presidents of local Leagues not less than three months prior to the
opening date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the Board
of Directors may advance or postpone the copening date of the Convention
not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A finel
cell for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents
of local Leagues at least thirty days beiore Convention.

Sec. 2. Ccmposition. The Convention shall consist of the dele-
gates chosen by the members of the locel Leagues, as provided in Sec. 4

of this Article, the presidents of local Leagues and the merbers of the

Board of Directors of the League of Vomen Voters of .

Sec. 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Bach delegate

shall be a voting member of a recognized loccl League in the state of

. Eoch delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the

Convention even though the delegate may be attending in two or uore
capacities. Absentee or proxy voting shall not be permitted. The Con-
vention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to

vote.
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Sec. 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters

of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in

the state of shall be entitled to one delegate for the

first 15 voting members and one delegate for every edditional

voting menbers or major fraction thereof belonging to sald local League

on January lst of said year, provided that no local League may have

more than delegates accredited to the Convention., The record in
the staote office of paid up voting members shall determine the official
membership count for this purpose.
(N.B. Number and size of Leagues in a state as well as the limit
on the number in the delegote body will determine the basis of
representation for a state Convention. - Each state League must

decide what constitutes equitable representation for the local
Leagues within its own state.) ‘

Sec. 5. Authorigation for Action. The Conventlon shall ceonsider

and authorize for action a pregraom, elect officers and directors, shall
adopt a budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other busi-
ness as may be presented,

Sec. 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the dele-
gates registered at the Convention provided that not less then
local Leazues are represented.

(N.B. Biennial Conventions with state Council meetings in the
intervening years is suggested as the best practice for state
Leagues. It is suggested that states which consider an annual
Convention better than one meeting every two years make provision
that elections take place every two years specifying that it be
the even-or-odd-numbered years of that half the Board members be
elected in even-numbered years and half in odd-nurbered years in
order that all Boesrd meubers have two year terms.)
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ARTICILE IX
Nomingtions and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall

consist of five meubers, two of whom shall be members of the Board of
Directors. The chairman, who shell not be a member of the Board of
Directors, shall be elected by the Convention. A nomination for this
office shall be made by the current Ncminating Cormittee, Further
neninations may be made from the floor of the Convention, The other
members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the nominating
coumittee by reason of death, resignation or disqualification shall be
filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women

Veoters of shall send the name and address of the chairman

of the Nominating Ccumittee to the president of each recognized local
League. It shall be the duty of the chairmen of the Neminating Com-
mittee to request through the president of each local League sugpestions

for nominations for the offices to be filled,

(N.B. If a Neminating Cormittee is appointed soon after the Con-
vention it gives the members two years to observe the abilities

of members whom they meet. It is particularly helpful for the
merbers of the Nominating Committee to be delegates to the Council
the following year.)

Sec. 2. Suggestions by Local Leagues. Suggestions for nominations

by local Leagues shell be sent by the president or secretary of such
local. League to the chairman of the Nominating Ccumittee at lesst three

month.s before the Convention.
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Sec. 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.

The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers,
Directors and the chairmen of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall
be sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The
report of the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention
on the first day of the Convention. Immediately following the presenta-
tion of this report, nominations may be made from the floor by any men-
ber of the Convention.

Secs 4. The election shall be in charge of an Election Comiittee
appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention. The elec-
tion shall be by ballot, except when there is but one ncminee for each
office it shall be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot
for every candidate. A majority vote of those present and qualified to
vote and voting shall constitute an election by ballot.

ARTICLE X
Progranm

Sec, 1. Current Agenda. Current Agenda shall be limited to such

current state govermmental issues as the Convention shall chocse for

concerted action.
a) The Board of Directors shall ccnsider the reccnmendaticns which have
been sent in by the local Leagues four months prior to the Convention
and shall formulate a proposed Current Agenda., Such proposed Current
Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the local League boards at
least two months prior to the Convention.

b) Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League

boards and received by the Board of Directors et least three weeks before

the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to
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the Convention at which time the Board may modify the proposed Current
Agenda.

c) Changes mede under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which they are proposed.

d) A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for adop-
tion of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented to the Con-
vention by the Board of Directors,

e) Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for considera-
tion to but not recormended by the Board of Directors may be made by the
Convention, provided that 1) the Convention shall order comnsideration by

a two-thirds vote; 2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be taken

on the same day as the order for consideration; and 3) the Convention
adople the change by a two-thirds vote.

Sec. 2. Menber Action. Members moy act in the name of the Leegue of

Women Voters of only when cuthorized to do so by the Board

of Directors.

Sec., 3. Local League Action. Local Leagues mey take action on state

governmertal motters only vhen authorized by the Board of Directors of the

League of “Jomen Voters of .
&

(N.B. Scme state Leagues now divide their programs into a Platform
and g Current Agenda. Actually the Platform of the League of Vomen
Voters of the United States is equally applicable to national and
state issues and is the Platform of the whole League of Women Voters.
If any state wighes to set up o Platform as an integral part of its
own Program, a provision for it should be written as Section 1 of
this Article and should follow in form the similar section in the
national By-laws.)

ARTICLE XTI
Council

Sec. 1. Couposition. The Council shall be composed of the Board ol

Directors of the League of Wemen Voters of , the Presidents of
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local Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Scc. 2, Place, Date, Call and Votification. 2 meeting of the

Council shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, apuroxi-
mately twelve months after the preceding Convention. the time and place
of the meeting shall be determined by the Board of Directors. A formal
call shall be sent by the President to the presidents of the local
Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting. Special meetings.
may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Sec. 3. Authorigation for Action. The Council shall consider

program, methods of woark, and budget as submitted by the Board of Di-
rectors. <+he Council is authorized to make such modifications in pro-
gram as shell be necessary to meet altered conditions, nrovided that
notice of proposed modifications of the program shall have been sent to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of
the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority

of the members of the Council present and voting shall be required to

adovt the modification. *he Council shall adopt a budget for the ensuing

year and shall transact such other business as shall be presented.

Sec. e Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten mem-
bers other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business
at a Council Meeting,

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Courcil

Sece 1., National Convention, The Board of Directors, at a meet-

ing before the date on which names of delegates must be sent to the
national office shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number

allotted the Learue of Women Voters of under the pro-

visions of the by-laws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.
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Sec. 2. Natiocnal Council. The Boaxrd of Directors shall elect two

delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Weren Voters of
the United States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council
Meeting.

(.B. It would be assumed the President of the state League would
be one of the delegates to both the Convention and Council, and
the By=-laws mizht so state. The machinery, however devised, for
having the local Leagues in any stote elect the other delegate is
cumbersome so the practical and representative way, as well, is
to have the election by the Board of Directors. If the state Con-
vention were held before the National Convention, the delegates
could be ncminated by the state Board and elected by Convention.)

ARTICLE XITI
Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts

Rules of Order Revised shall govern the organization (or corporation)
in all cases to which they axe applicable and in which they are not
inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XTIV
Amendments

Sec. 1, Anendments. Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by
any League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to
the Board of Directors at least three months prior to & Cenvention. All
such proposeld auendments shall be sent by the Beard to the presidents of
all local ILeagues at least two months prior to a Convention together

with the recommendations of the Board of Directors. The presidents of

all local Leagues shall notify the members of their respective Leagues of

the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League president to
give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall
not invelidate amendments to the By-laws which may be adopted by a two=-

thirds vote at any Conventicn.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BY-LAWS

(As revised by 1951 State Convention)

* % % W

ARTICLE I,

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota., This state League is an integral part of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through
informed and active participation of citizens in government,

Section 2. Policy. The League may take action on state
governmental measures and policies in the public interest in conformity
with the platform of the League of Women Voters of the United States.
It shall not support or oppose any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1. Local Leazues., The League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be composed of the local Leagues, which have been
recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States, and of
members~at-large.

Section 2. JMembers-at-large., Members-at-large shall be members
who reside outside the area of a local League., They shall pay annual
dues of Two Dollars ($2,00), This shall cover subscriptions to
ACTION and to the Articulate Voter.

Section 3. College Leagues. The Board with the authority of
the Convention may provide for the organization of College Leagues and
preseribe the conditions of granting and withdrewing recognition.

ARTICLE IV,
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues
which have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the
United States,

Section 2. Recognition of Local Leagues. Vhen there is, in
any community in the state, 2 group which meets the recognition standards
for local Leagues as adopted at the national convention, the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to
the National Board that recognition be granted, When such recognition
is grented, the local League shall become an integral part of the League
of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota,
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Section 3., Withdrawal of Recognition. When a lecal League
recurrently fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the
National Board that recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests with the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 4, Provisional Leagues., When a group of women in a
community in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women
Voters, they may be organized into a provisional League until such time as
they meet the recognition standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V.,
Officers

Section 1., Enumeration and Flection of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice
President, a second Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. They shall
hold office for a period of two years following election or until their
successors have been elected and qualified, The President, First Vice
President and Treasurer shall be elected at the annual convention in the
odd years; the Second Vice President and the Secretary shall be elected .
at the annual convention in the even years, except that in the year 1947
the second vice president and the secretary shall be elected for one year only.

Section 2, The President. The President shall preside at all
meetings of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall
designate someone to preside in her stead., She may sign or endorse checks,
drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees
except the Nominating Committee. She shall have such usual powers of
supervision and management as may pertain to the office of the President and
perform such other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, or death
of the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that
office. In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this
capacity the Board of Directors shall elect one of their members to fill the
vacancy. The Vice Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President
and Board may designate,

Section 4, The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all
Conventions of the League, and of ell meetings of the Board of Directors.
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall
sign with the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized
by the Board, and shall perform such other functions as may be incident %o
her office,

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant shall bill and receive all moneys due, She shall be the custodian
of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of
Directors, and shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of
Directors. She shall present periodic statements to the Board at their
regular meetings and an annual report to the Convention, including a report
of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund., The books of the Treasurer shall be
audited by an Auditing Committee appointed by the Board of Directors.




ARTICLE VI.
Board of Directors

Section 1, Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The
Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, seven elected
Directors and not more than seven appointed Directors. The elected Directors
shall be elected by the Convention and shall serve for a period of two years
following election or until their successors have been elected and qualified.
Four Directors shall be elected in the odd years and three in the even years,
except that in the year 1947, four Directors shall be elected for two-year
terms and three Directors for one-year terms, The elected members shall
appoint such additional directors, not exceeding seven, as they deem necessary
to carry on the work of the League, The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall be one year.

Section 2., Qualifications., No person shall be elected or appointed
or shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation
unless she is & member of a League of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota.
The absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without
notice may be regarded as a resignation from the Board,

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors may be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the
remaining members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4, Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have
full charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power
and authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions
of the Convention, The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to
carry out the program on state governmental matters as adopted by the
Convention. It shall accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of the United States for the organiza~
tion and development of local Leagues, for the carrying out of program and
for promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs requisite to further
the work of the League as a whole, including transmission of funds adequate
to supvort the national budget. The Board shall create and designate such
special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5, Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify
each member of the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any
such meeting. No action taken at any regular board meeting attended by three~
fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated because of the
failure of any member or members of the Board to receive any notice properly
sent or because of any irregularity in any notice actually received. The
President shall call a meeting of the Board of Directors upon the written
request of five members of the Board.

Section 6., Quorum, Seven members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum.

Section 7. Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall
designate six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact
business in the interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall
be done contrary to the policy adopted at the Annual Convention or to any
action of the Board, The action of the Executive Committee must be presented
to the Board of Directors for approval at its next regular meeting.




ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.

Section 2, Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention for
adoption a budget for the ensuing year, This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of iWomen Voters of the United States as well as for
the state League, A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League
president at least two months in advance of the annual Convention.

Section 3, Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a
committee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in
advance of the Convention., The Treasurer shall be ex—officio a member of the
Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman,.

Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund. All moneys, securities,
and property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to
be expended (except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to
Be invested and the income from the same to be used for any of the League's
pitposes, shall form part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm
Fund", This fund shall be invested or deposited in a bank as designated by
the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. 4 Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held annually some time between
the first of April and the thirty-first of May, The exact time and place of
the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President
shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues
not less than two months prior to the date of the Convention. A final call
for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of
local Leagues at least thirty days before the fixed Convention date.

Section 2, (Composition. The Convention shall consist of the
delegates chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Section L
of this Article, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board
of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3, Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Fach delegate
shall be & voting member of a recognized local League in the state of

Minnesota., Iach delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention
even though the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities, Absentee
or proxy voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole
judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

Section 4, Representation. The members of the League of iomen
Voters of the United States who are orgenized into recognized local Leagues
in the State of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for the first
fifteen voting members and one delegate for every thirty (30) additional
voting members or mejor fraction thereof belonging to said local League on
Januery lst of said year. The record in the state office of paid-up voting
members shall determine the official membership count for this purpose.
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Section 5, Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider
and authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt
a budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may
be presenved, A majority vote of the convention shall be required for any
such action provided that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in
Minnesota are represented,

ARTICLE IX.
Nominations and Elections

Section 1, Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall
consist of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors.
The Chairman, who shall not be a member of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention, A nomination for this office shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee, Further nominations may be made from the floor
of the Convention., The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by
the Board of Directors immediately after the Convention, Vacancies occurring
in the nominating committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. The
President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and
address of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to the president of each
recognized local League., It shall be the duty of the chairman of the
Nominating Committee to request through the president of each local League
suggestions for nominations for the offices to be filled,

Section 2, Suggestions by Local Leagues., Suggestions for nominations
by local Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local

League to the chairman of the Nominating Committee at least two months before
the Convention.

Section 3, Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations fro 00r,
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers,
Directors and the chairman of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The report of
the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first
day of the Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this report,
nominations may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention,

Section 4, HElection. The election shall be in charge of an Flection
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention. The
election shall be by ballot, except when there is but one nominee for each
office it shall be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for
every candidate., A majority vote of those present and qualified to vote and
voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE X
Program

Section 1, Current Agenda. Current Agenda shall be limited to such
current state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted
action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which
have been sent in by the local Le=agues four months prior to the
Convention and shall formuiats a proposed Current Agenda, Such
precposed Current Agenda sh=il be submitted by the Board to the
Local League boards at least two months prior to the Convention.
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Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards and received by the Board of Directors at least three
wecks before the opening of the Convention shall be considered

by the Board prior to the Convention at which time the Board

may modify the proposed Current Agenda.

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on
the same day on which they are proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required
for adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as
presented to the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for
consideration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors
may be made by the Convention and new items submitted, provided
that (1) the Convention shall order consideration by a two-thirds
vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be taken on
the same day as the order for consideration; and (3) the
Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote.

(f) Active work for measures previously supported by the League
but not enacted into law shall be resumed.

Section 2, Member Action., Members may act in the name of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of
Directors.

Section 3. Local Leasue Action. Local Leagues may take action on
state governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of

the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

ARTICLE XI
National Convention and Council

W Section 1., National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting
before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national
office, shall elecct delegates to that Convention in the number alloted the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the by-laws of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 2. National Council., The Board of Directors shall elect
two delegates to the meetinz of the Council of the League of Women Voters of
the United States 2t its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

ARTICLE XII,
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1, Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws,

ARTICLE XIII.
Amendments

Section 1, Amendments. These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirde
vote of those present and voting at any annual Convention, previcus notice
of the subject matter of the amendments having been give. to the Board at
least thirty (30) days in advance.
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February 11, 1953

Mrs. Harold L. Wilson
Organization Secretary

8Ly South Tenth Street, Room L06
Minneapolis 2, Mimmesota

Dear Mrs. Wilson:

Thank you for your card of February 2, telling us of your
problem in revising your By-laws to make provision for a state
biennial convention,

The problem you posed is not an easy one for solution. If
you have an item on your current agenda that may be enacted by your
legislature before the program period is completed - or even, as you
suggest, before the League of Women Voters convention meets - and you
feel relatively sure that this is likely to happen = you might explore
the possibility of moving this item to the platform, or to continuing
responsibilities, and ask the convention to give the Board clear
indication of the extent to which the Board should be active on this
item,

The advice of some of the other states in this matter may
be of help to you, Massachusetts had been carrying an item on its
current agenda on Protection of Civil Rights. In 1950-51 they moved this
item to Continuing Responsibilities. Illineois had a current agenda
item for Constitutional Convention in 1949-51, The gateway amendment
was passed. Their current agenda item for 1951-53 is "Basic Constitution-
al revision to provide fOrescescsccscccccnslic M

I am sure that our naticnal Board member from Massachusetts,
Mrs, Moses Lurie, and the one from Illinois, Mrs. Orville Foreman,
could tell you in greater detail how their state Leagues handled this
sort of problem, Mrs. Iurie's address is 160 Goden Street, Relmont,
Massachusetts, and Mrs. Foreman's is 1313 Mound Avenue, Jacksonville,
Illinois,

Yours sincerely, :
TRnini. X2l Trer
Mrs. Newton L, Pierce

Organization Secretary




February 6, 1953

Mrs, John G, Lee, Presicdent
Leagzue of ‘iomen Voters

1026 Seventeenth Street N, V,
Washington 6, D, C.

Dear Mrs., Lee:

Enclosed is a copy of the amendments to our state By-Laws
vhich our Board is proposing to the local Leagues, Ve
would appreciate your reviewing these changes and replying
to us before March 1lst. The amendments will be sent to
local Leagues on approximately March 15th, ;

As you can see the majority of these changes deal with
biennial conventions and councile, VWe neglected, however,
to provide for the election of those officers and directors
vhose terme will expire in 1954, If you could give us

some advice on handling this, we would very much apprecliate
it,

Sincerely,

Mrs, K. XK. MeMillan
President




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

OF THE UNITED STATES
1026 17TH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON 6, D. C.
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MRS. JOHN G. LEE
President

February 18, 1953

Mrs. Kenneth McMillan

President, League of Women Voters
of Minnesota

8l South Tenth Street = Room L06

Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

Dear Mrs., McMillan:

Mrs. Lee has asked me to thank you for your letter of February 6th
in regard to the proposed amendments to your By-laws,

We have received these amendments and find them entirely in order.

As to the directors whose terms are toexpire in 195}, could you

reelect them this spring for the extra year to last until 195572 Or

if you do not wish to extend their term to three years, which is,

in effect, what you would be doing, could you ask the convention to
vote to grant the state Board the authority to appoint members to

the Board to fill these vacancies for this particular period. Actually,
the Board has the power to fill vacancies, in any case, but asking

for the convention to vote upon it would probably make you feel on
surer ground,

While you are amending your By-laws, may we suggest that you consider
the advisability of revising Article III, section 3? If you will
refer to Article VI of the naticnal Ry-laws, you will see where it
is the responsibility of the national Board, rather than the state
Board, to grant and withdraw recognition from college Leagues. Recog=-
nition standards for college Leagues were adopted by the national
convention and revised last April in Cincinnati, if you will remember,

This is practically an academic question since there are so few
college Leagues left. However, we feel obligated to bring it to
your attention, since the first three articles of all our By=-laws
should conform with the national Ry-laws.

I hope this wont be too much of a nuisance!

Sincerely yours, ;; ,E;:)

Mrs. Newton L. Pierce
Organization Secretary
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS OF THE
LPAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA FOR ACTION AT
THE CONVIENTION IN 1953

SECTION A

The amendments in Section A are proposed by the state Board of Directors to provide
for a biennial, rather than an annual,, state convention.

1, To amend ARTICLE V, Section 1 by substituting the following for the present sec-
tion!

The Officers of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President,
a first Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.
They shall hold office until the conclusion of the next resular biennial Con-
vention or until their successors have been elected and qualified.

Thies emendment would provide for the biennizl election of officers.

To amend ARTICLE V, Section 5 by substituting the followins for the last two
sentences of that section:

She shall present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings
end an annual report, including a report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund,
to the Convention or Council. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited
annually prior to the Convention in Convention years or to the meetings of
the Council in non-Convention years.

This amendment would provide for an annual treasurer's report to both the Con-
vention and the Council Meetins. It would also chanse the present requirement
of appointins an Auditing Committee, The usual practice has been to appoint
one person as auditor,

To amend ARTICLE VI, Section 1 by substituting the following for the present
section:

The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six
elected Directors and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected
Directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall serve until the con=-
clusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their successors
have been elected and aqualified, The elected members shall appoint such
additional Directors, not exceedings six, as they deem necessary to carry

on the work of the Learsue. The term of office of the appointed Directors
shall expire concurrently with the tern of office of the elected Directors.

This amendment provides for the biennial election of Directors. It also
chanses the number of elected and eppointed Directors from seven to six., This
is in line with the nationally recommended meximum of 17 Board members.,

To amend ARTICLE VII, Sections 2 and 3 by inserting the words "or Council" in
the proper places,

These changses would provide for an annual budget to be adopted at the Counoil
Meeting as well as at the Convention,




Amendments - 2

5« To amend ARTICLE VIII, Section 1 by substituting the followings for the present
section:

A Convention of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held bi-
ennially in the odd-numbered years not later than the thirty-~first of May.
The exact time and place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board
of Directors. The President shall send a first call for the Convention to
the presidents of local Leagues not less than three months prior to the
date of the Convention fixed in said call, Thereafter the Board of Direc-
tors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention not more
than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final call for the
Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues
at least thirty days before Convention,.

This amendment would provide for a biennial convention, It would also change
the date of the first call to convention from two to three months prior to the
convention,

To amend ARTICLE X, Section 1 (a) by substituting "three months prior to the
Convention" for the present "four months prior to the Convention."

This change is vroposed to allow Leagues an additional month for determining
their state Program suggestions, Since the biennial convention would be held
in the odd-numbered years, alternate from the national convention, prosgram sus-
gestions would have to be made while the legislature is in session, The addi-
tional month may be helpful in determining the possible outcome of legislation,

To substitute the following for the present ARTICLE XI and to chanﬁe the present

ARTICLES XI, XII, XIII to ARTICLES XII, XIII, and XIV respectively.

ARTICLE XI
Council

Section 1. Composition, The Council shall be composed of the Board of Dir-
ectors of the Leasue of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegzate chosen by each local League,

Section 2, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve
months after the precedinz Convention, The time and place of the meeting
shall be determined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent
by the President to the presidents of the local Learues at least thirty days
before a Council meetins, Snecial meetings may be called in case of extreme
emergency,

Section 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall consider program,
methods of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The
Council is authorized to make such modifications in program as shall be
necessary to meet altered conditions, provided that notice of proposed modi-
fications of the program shall have been sent to the nresidents of the local
Leasues at least two months in advance of the meeting of the Council, and
provided also that a two-thirds majority of the members of the Council
present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification, The Council
shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact such other
business as shall be presented.

Section 4, Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty members
other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a
Council Meeting,




Amendments - 3

This amendment would provide for a Council Meeting in the interim years between
Conventions, The section conforms to model state By-laws, Renumbering the
present Articles puts them in the same order as national and model state by-laws.

SECTION B

The state Board also proposes the following amendments which do not deal with the
biennial convention,

1, To amend ARTICLE III.by deleting Section 3 and substituting the following for
Section 1:

Section 1. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be
composed of the local Leazues and the college Leagues, which have been
recogmized by the League of Women Voters of the United States, and members-
at-large of the Learsue of Women Voters of the United States residing within
Minnesota.

This change with regard to Collese Leagues is necessary because it is the respon-
sibility of the national Board, rather than the state Board, to prant and with~
draw recognition from college Leapues.

To amend ARTICLE III, Section 2 by substitutins "Three Dollars ($3,00)" for the
present "Two Dollars ($2,00)" and by deletins the last sentence,

The present 32 dues does not adequately cover the service and material which
members—-at-large receive, Since the national bulletin has changed its name
from ACTION to NATIONAL VOTER, the last sentence in this section requires
chansingz, HEliminating the sentence entirely will also eliminate the necessity
for future changes,

To amend ARTICLE V, Section 3 by substituting "its" for "their" in line 5.
To amend ARTICLE VI, Section 5 by deleting "member" in line 3.

These are grammatical corrections.
To amend ARTICLE VI, Section 6 by substituting "nine" for "seven',

The Board feels that a quorum for state Board meetings should consist of a
majority of its members.

To amend ARTICLE VII, Section 2 and ARTICLE VIII, Section 5 by substituting
"eurrent" for "ensuing'.

Since the budget is adopted after the beginning of the fiscal year the word
"eurrent" is more correct than "ensuing."

To amend ARTICLE IX, Section 2 by substituting the following for the present
section:

Section 2, Sugrestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations may be
sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local Leasue to the chair-
man of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention,

This chanze was made in the national By-laws in 1952, It encourazes all League
members, as well as Leacgue Boards, to send in susgzestions to the nominatine eomw
"mittee, It 2lso Poquiros that susezestions be gent in one month earlier than

is how allowed under the present by-laws,
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7. To amend ARTICLE IX, Section L by substituting the following for the present sec—
tion:

The election shall be in charge of an Flection committee appointed by the
President on the first day of the convention, The election shall be by
ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order to
move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) hen there is more than one nominee for some but not 2ll of the offices,
the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e.,, for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast a ballot for
guch offices,

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and votine shall constitute
an election,

This proposal will make election procedure easier should there ever be two nomi-
nees for one or more offices. Delezates could vote on the offices concerned and
the Secretary could cast a single ballot for other nominees.

To amend ARTICLE X, Section 1 (8) by deletinz the words "and new items submitted"

This chance, which is in line with national and model by-lavs, would mean that
items which were not included on the Proposed Current Agenda could not be pro-
posed on the floor of convention unless the jtem had been sugzested to the
state Board prior to the convention. This would allow the state Board and the
local Learues some time to evaluate the sugrestion and to be ready to support
or oppose its adootion.

To amend ARTICLE X by deletins Section 1 (f).

Thie part of our By-Laws does not conform to the national or model state by-laws,
The section is very restrictive, not allowing the League "to change its mind"
about supportings or opposing an item and not allowing Leagues to limit the work
load of the Program.

To amend the present article dealing with amendments to these by-laws by substi-
tuting the followinz for the present article:

ARTICLE XIV
Amendments

Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by any Leazue board, provided such
proposed chanzes shall be submitted to the Poard of Directors at least three
months prior to a Convention, All such proposed amendments shall be sent by
the Board to the nresidents of all local Leagues at least two months prior to
2 Convention tosether with the recommendations of the Board of Directors.

The presidents of all local Leazues shall notify the members of their respec-—
tive Leazues of the promosed amendments. The failure of a local Leacue
president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice
shall not invalidate amendments to the By-laws., Amendments shall be adopted
by a two-thirds vote at any Convention and shall become effective immediately
upon adoption unless otherwise provided, :

This change would more adequately define the amending procedures




PROPOSED AMENDMENTS T0 STATE BY~LAWS

Explanation: Proposed new wording is in capitals,
Proposed omissions are in ().

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BY-LAVS

As adopted by the 1947 convention
and.

As amended by the 1951 convention
and.

As amended by the 1953 convention

ARTICLE I.

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the Leasue of Women Voters of
Minnesota. This state Learue is an integral part of the Leasue of Women Voters of
the United States.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the Leasue of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participa~
tion of citizens in sovernment,

Section 2. Policy. The Leasue may teke action on state governmental measures
and policies in the public interest in conformity with the platform of the League of
Women Voters of the United States., It shall not support or oppose any political
party or candidate.

ARTICLY III,
Membership

Section 1., (Local Leasues,) HOW COMPOSED. The Lea~ue of Women Voters of Minne-
sota shall be composed of the local Leagues AND THE COLLEGE LEAGUES, which have been
recornized by the League of iomen Voters of the United States, and (of) members—at-
larze OF THE LEAGUR OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE UNITED STATES RESIDING WITHIN MINNESOTA.

Section 2, Members-at-larse. Members-at- larse shall be members vho reside
outside the area of a local League, They shall pay annusl dues of (Two Dollars
($2,00) THRED DOLLARS ($3.,00)., (This shall cover subscriptions to ACTION and to
the Articulate Voter,)

(Section 3. Collere Leagues, The Board with the authority of the Convention
may provide for the orgenization of College Leagues and prescribe the conditions
of crentins and withdrawing recognition,)

ARTICLE IV.
Local Leagsues

Section 1. Local Leazues. Local Lea~ues are those Leagues which have been so
recognized by the Leasue of lomen Voters of the United States.
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_ Section 2., Recoznition of Local Leasues. 'hen there is, in any community in
the state, a grou» which meets the recosnition standards for local Learues as

adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the Leacue of 'Jomen
Voters of Minnesote shall recommend to the national Board that recosnition be
sranted, .hen such recosnition is sranted, the local Learue shall become an integral
part of the Leasue of ‘Jomen Voters of the United States and the Leasue of 'omen
Voters of Minnesota,

Section 3, Withdrawal of Recoznition, ‘/hen a local Learue recurrently fails
to live up to the recosnition standards, the Board of Directors of the Learue of
Women Voters of Minnesota shell recommend to the national Board that recogsnition
be withdrawn, TFinal action rests with the Board of Directors of the Learue of Women
Voters of the United States.

Section 4, Provisional Leasues, hen a group of women in a community in which
no local Lea~ue exists wish to form a Leasue of Jomen Voters, they may be organized
into a provisional Leasue until such time as they meet the recoznition standards
for local Learues,

ARTICLE V,
Officers

Section 1. Fnumeration and Election of Officers, The Officers of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice President, a second
Vice President, & Secretary and a Treasurer, They shall hold office UNTIL THE
CONCLUSION OF THT NEXT REGULAR BIENNIAL CONVENTION OR UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS HAVE
BEEN ELECTED AND QUALIFIED., (for a period of two years followins election or until
their successors have becn elected and qualified, The President, First Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer shall be elected at the annual convention in the odd years; the
Second Vice President and the Secretary shall be elected at the annual convention
in the even years, except that in the year 1947 the second vice president and the
secretary shall be elected for one year only.)

Section 2, The President, The President shall preside at all meetinas of
the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate someone
to preside in her stead, She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She
shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominatins Committee.
She shall have such usual powers of supervision and menacement as may pertain to
the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be desisnated by
the Board,

Section 3, The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order of
their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability or death of the President,
possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office, In the event
that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the Board of Directors
shall elect on of ITS (their) members to fill the vacancy. The Vice Presidents
shall perform such other duties as the President and Roard may desisnates

Section 4, The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Conventions
of the Learue, and of all meetings of the Roard of Directors. She shall notify all
Officers and Directors of their election., She shall sign with the President, all
contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board and shall perform
such other functions as may be incident to her office,
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Sec¢tion 5, The Treasurer, The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant
shall bill and receive all moneys due, - She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank desisnated by the Board of Directors, and shall dis-
burse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors, She shall present
periodic statements to the Board at ITS their) resular meetings and an annual
report, INCLUDING A REPORT OF THT JANE GR®Y SWISSHELM FUND, to the Convention (in~-
cludinz a report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund,) OR COUNCIL. The books of the
Treasurer shall be audited ANNUALLY PRIOR TO THE CONVENTION IN CONVENTION YEARS OR
T0 THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL IN NON~CONVENTION YFARS, (by an Auditing Committee
appointed by the Board of Directors,)

ARTICLE VI,
Board of Directors

Section 1, Number, lianner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board of
Directors shall consist of the Officers of the Leasue, SIX (Seven) elected Directors
and not more then SIX (Seven) appointed Directors, The elected Directors shall be
elected by the Convention and shall serve UNTIL THT CONCLUSION OF THE NFXT REGULAR
BIENNIAL CONVENTION (for a period of two years followin: election) or until their
successors have been elected and qualified., (Four Directors shell be elected in
the odd years and three in the even years, except that in the year 1947, four
Directors shall be elected for two-year terme and three Directors for one-year
terms,) The elected members shall appoint such additional directors, not exceeding
SIX (seven), as they deem necessary to cqrry on the work of the League. THE
TERM OF OFFICE OF THE APPOINTFD DIRECTORS SHALL FXPIRW CONCURRENTLY WITHE THE TERM
OF OFFICE OF THE ELXCTED DIRECTORS. (The term of office of the appointed Directors
shall be one year.)

Section 2, Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall
continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she is a
member of a Leasue of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota. The absence of a
member of the Board from three consecutive meetinss without notice may be regarded
ag a resignation from the Board,

Section 3, Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors may
be filled, until the next Convention, by a mejority vote of the remainins members
of the Board of Directors,

Section 4, Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full charge
of the property and business of the corporation with full power and authority to
manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention, The
Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the prosram on state
movernmental matters as adopted by the Convention, It shall accept responsibility
delecated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of ‘'omen Voters of the
United States for the orzanization and development of local Leasues, for the
carryins out of program and for promotion in the local Leacues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the Leazue as & whole, includinz transmission of
funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create and desig-
nate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Rezular Meetinzs., There shall be at least eight regular meetings
of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each
(member) of the Directors of all meetinss at least one week before any such
weetins., No action taken at any regular board meeting attended by three-~fourths
of the members of the Board shall be ir-alidated because of the failure of any
member or members of the Board to receive any notice proverly sent or because of
any irregularity in any notice actually received, The President shall
call a meetings of the Board of Directors upon the written request of five members
of the Board,
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Section 6, Quorum, NINE (Seven) members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum,

Section 7, Ixecutive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate six
of ite members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in the
interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary to
the policy adovnted at the Annual Convention or to any action of the Board. The
action of the Executive Committee must be presented to the Board of Directors for
approval at its next regsular meeting,

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1. TFiscal Year, The fiscal year of the Leazue of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year,

Section 2., Budzet. The Board shall submit to the Convention OR COUNCIL for
adoption 2 budzet for the CURRENT (ernsuinp) year. This budzet shall provide for
the support of the Leasue of Womien Voters of the United States as well as for the .
state League, A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president
at least two months in advance of the annual Convention OR COUNCIL,

Section 3. Budzet Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of the
Convention OR COUNCIL. The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget
Committee but shall not be elizible to serve as chairman,

Section 4, The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, All moneys, securities, and pro-
perty of whatever nature, which the Leasue of Women Voters of Minnesota may re-
ceive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such giff; but is to be invested and
the income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form
part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund", This fund shall be
invested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Roard of Directors,

ARTICLE VIII.
Convention

Section 1., Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held BIENNIALLY IN THE ODD-~-NUMBERED YEARS
NOT LATER THAN THZ THIRTY-FIRST OF MAY. (annually some time between the first of
April and the thirty-first of May.,) The exact time and place of the Convention
shall be determined by the Board of Directors, The President shall send a first
call for the Convention to the presidents of the local Learues not less than THREE
(two) months prior to the date of the Convention FIXFD IN SAID CALL. THEREAFTER
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY ADVANCE OR POSTPONE THE OPENING DATE OF THE CONVENTION
NOT MORE THAN TJO WEEKS FROM THTW DATE FIXED IN THE FIRST CALL, A final call for
the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Learues
at least thirty days before CONVENTION, (the fized Convention date,)

Section 2, Composition, The Convention shall consist of the delegates chosen
by the members of the local Leazues, &s provided in Section 4 of this Article, the
presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of the Lsague
oi Women Voters of Minnesota,

Section 3, Qualifications of Delezates and Voting. Fach delegate shall be a
voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Fach dele~
gate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the delegate
may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy votinz shall not
be permitted, The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is
qualified to vote,
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Seetion 4, Representation, The members of the Leasue of Women Voters of the
United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State of
Minnesota shall be entitled to two delepates for the first fifteen votings members
and one delesate for every thirty \30, additionel voting members or major fraction
thereof belonzins to said local Leasue on January lst of said year, The record
in the state office of paid-up votins members shall determine the official member-
ship count for this purpose,

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
suthorize for action a progzram, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the CURRENT (ensuing) year, and shall transact such other business as may
be presented, A majority vote of the convention shall be required for any such
action provided that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in Minnesota
are represented,

ARTICLE IX,
Nominations and Flections

Section 1, Nominatins Committees The Nominating Committee shall consist of
five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chairman,
who shall not be a member of the Roard of Directors, shall be elected by the Con-
vention. A nomination for this office shall be made by the current Nominating
Committee. Further nominations may be mode from the floor of the Convention. The
other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention, Vacancies occurring in the nominating committee
shall be filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the Leasue of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman of the
Nominatings Committee to the president of each recognized local League, It shall
be the duty of the chairman of the Nominatinz Committee to request through the
president of each local League suzrestions for nominations for the offices to be
filled,

FOR NOMINATIONS,

Section 2, Susgestions (by Local Leagues) Sugsestions for nominations (by
local Learues shall) MAY be sent by the President (or), Secretary OR ANY MEMBFR of
A (such) local League to the chairman of the Nominating Committee at least THREE
(two) months before (the) Convention.

Section 3. Revort of Nominatingz Committee and Nominations from Floor. The
revort of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors and
the chairman of the succeeding Mominating Committee shall be sent to local Leapues
one month before the date of the Convention., The report of the Nominating Commit-
tee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the Convention.
Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations may be mad.e
from the floor by any member of the Convention,

Section 4, Tection, The election shall be in charge of an Election Commit-
tee appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention., The election
gshall be by ballot, (exeept when there is but one nominee for each office it shall
be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for every candidate,)
EXCEPT:

(a) WHEN THTRT IS BUT ONE NOMINEE FOR FACE OFFICE, IT SEALL BE IN ORDER TO
MOVE THAT THT SECRETARY CAST A BALLOT FOR THE ENTIRE SLATE;

(b) HTN THTRE IS MORT THAN ONE NOMINEE FOR SOME BUT NOT ALL OF THEE OFFICES,
THE FOLLO'JING MOTIONS SHALL BE IN ORDER:
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FOR EACH OFFICE FOR WHICH THERE IS MORE THAN ONE NOMINEE, THE
FLECTION SHALL BE BY BALLOT;:

(2) FOR THE REMAINDER OF THR SLATE, I. B,, FOR ALL OFFICES FOR
WHICH THERE IS BUT ONE NOMINEE, THE SECRETARY MAY CAST A
BALLOT FOR SUCH OFFICES,

4 majority of those present and qualified to vote and votins shall constitute an
election,

ARTICLE X.
Prozram

Section 1, Current Acenda, Current Arenda shall be limited to such current
stats ~overnmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leasues FOUR (three) months prior to the
Convention and shall formulate a proposed Current Arenda., Such proposed
Current Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the local Learue
boards at least two months prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for chances submitted in writin~ by lecal League boards
and received by the Poard of Directors at least three weeks before the
openin~ of the Convention shall be considered by the Beard prior to

the Convention at which time the Board may modify the proposed Current
A~enda,

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which they are proposed,

A majority vote of those nresent and voting shall be required for
adontion of subjects in the provosed Current A~enda as presented to the
Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further chanses in the proposed Current A-enda submitted for considera—
tion to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by
the Convention (and new items submitted), provided that [ 1] the Conven~
tion shall order consideration by a two-thirds vote; { 27 the vote on
the proposed change shall not be talen on the same day as the order for
consideration: ané]djj the Convention shall adopt the chanse by a two-
thirds vote, i

(£f) (Active work for measures previously supnorted by the Learue but not
enacted into law shall be resumed.)

Section 2. lember Action. Members may ect in the neme of the League of
Jomen Voters of Mirnesoia only when authorized to do so by the Roard of Directors.

Section 3. Locael Learsue Action., Local Lec~ues may talke action on state
zovernmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the Leasue
of "lomen Voters of Minnesota,




ARTICLE XI.
COUNCIL

SECTION 1, COHPOSiTION. THE COUNCIL SHALL BE COMPOSED OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINWWSOTA, THE PRWSIDENTS OF LOCAL
LEAGUES AND ONE DELEGATE CIIOSEN BY PACH LOCAL LTAGUE,

SECTION 2, PLACE, DATE, CALL AND NOTIFICATION., A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
SHALL BE HLD IN THE INTERIM YEAR BETWEEN CONVENTIONS, APPROXIMATELY TWELVE
MONTHS AFTER THE PRECEDING CONVENTION, THRE TIME AND PLACE OF THE MEETING SHALL
BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, A FORMAL CALL SHALL BE SENT BY THE
PRESIDENT TO THE PRESIDENTS OF THE LOCAL LFAGURS AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS BEFORE A
COUNCIL MEETING. SPECIAL MEETINGS MAY BE CALLED IN CASE OF EXTRUME EMERGENCY.

SECTION 3, AUTHORIZATION FOR ACTION., THR COUNCIL SHALL CONSIDER PROGRAM,
METHODS OF WORK, AND BUDGET AS SUBMITTED BY THE BOARD CF DIRUCTORS., THR COUNCIL
IS AUTHORIZFD TO MAKE SUCH MODIFICATIONS IN PROGRAM AS SUALL B® NRCESSARY TO
MEET ALTERED CONDITIONS, PLROVIDED THAT NOTICE CI' PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS OF THE
PROGRAM SHALL HAVE BEEN SENT TC THT PRESIDENTS OF THE LOCAL LEAGTES AT LFAST TWO
MONTHS IN ADVANCE OF TIIN MZETING CF THE COUNCIL, AND PROVIDED ALSO THAT A TWO-
THIRDS MAJORITY OF THR NEBERS OF THE CCUNCIL FRESENT AN TUTING SHALL BE
REQUIRID TO ADC?T THE MODAITICATION. THE COWMCIL SRALY, ANOPT-A TUDGET FOR THE
CURRENT YRAR AND SHALL TRAMNSACT SUCE OTARR BUSINESS AS SHALL BA PRESANTED.

SECTION 4. QUORUM. A QUORUM SHALL CONSIST CI' NOT 17SS THAN TWENTY MFMBERS
OTHER THAN THZ BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS AT A COUNCIL
MEETING.

ARTICLE XIIL (XI)
National Convention and Council

Section 1. XNational Convention, The Board of Directors, at a meeting beforse
the date on which the names of delesates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number alloted the Leasue of
Wiomen Voters of Minnesote urder the provisions of the by--laws of the Leapue of
ifomen Voters of the Uniied States,

Section 2, National Council. The Brard of Direciors shall elect two
delegates to ih= meeting of whe Couwncil of the Leanue of Women Voters of the
United States 2t its meeting immediately preceding such Council meeting,

ARTICLE XIII, (XII)
Parliamsntory Authority

Section 1. ty. The rulec contained in Roberts Rules
of Order Reviscd thall govern tie corvoration in all cuses to which they are
anplicable end in which they are not inconsistent with tlicee k-l aws,




ARTICLE XIV, (XIII)
Amendments

Section 1, Amendments, . AMENDMENTS TO' PHRSE BY-LAWS MAY BE/PROPOSED BY ANY
LEAGUE BOARD, PROVIDED SUCH PROPOSED CHANGES SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AT LEAST THREE MONTHS PRIOR TO A CONVENTION., ALL SUCH PROPOSED AMFND-
MENTS SHALL BE SENT BY THE BOARD TO THE PRESIDENTS OF ALL LOCAL LEAGUES AT LEAST
TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO A CONVENTION TOGETH R WITH THE RECOMMFNDATIONS OF THFE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS., THE PRESIDENTS OF ALL LOCAL LRAGUES SHALL NOTIFY THE MEMBERS OF
THEIR RESPECTIVE LEAGUES OF THE PROPOSFD AMUNDI{ENTS., TH® FAILURE OF A LOCAL
LEAGUE PRESIDENT TO GIVE SUCH NOTICE OR FAILURY OF ANY MTMBER TO RECEIVE SUCH
NOTICE SHALL NOT INVALIDATE AMENDMENTS TO THT BY-LAWS, ANENDMINTS SBALL BE
ADOPTED BY A TWO~-THIRDS VOTE AT ANY CONVENTIOQN AND SHAEL BTCOM" EFFECTIVE
IMMEDIATELY UPON ADOPTION UNLTSS OTHERWISE PROVIDED. (These By-laws may be
amended by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting at aay arnual Cenvention,
previous notice of the subject matter of the amendments havirg leun given to the
Board at least thirty (30) days in advance.)




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BY-LAWS

As adonted by the 1947 Convention
and
is amended by the 1951 and 1953 Conventions

® % %

ARTICLE I.

Section 1. The nameé of this corporation shall be the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota, This state League is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States,

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1, Purpose. The purpose of the League of omen Voters of Minne-
sota shall be to promote political responsidility through informed and active par-
ticipation of citizens in government,

Section 2. Policy. The League may take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the platform of the
League of Women Voters of the United States., It shall not support or oppose any
political party or candidate,

ARTICLE III,
Membership

Section 1, How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota ghall
be composed of the local Leagues and the college Leagues, which have been recognized
by the League of Women Voters of the United States, and members-at-large of the
League of Women Voters of the United States residing within Minnesota.

Section 2. Members-at~larze, Members-at-large shall be members who
reside outside the area of a local Leazgue. They shall pay annual dues of Three
Dollars ($3.00).

ARTICLE IV,
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues., Local Leagues are those Leagues vwhich have
been so recognized by the League of 'Jomen Voters of the United States,

Section 2., Recognition of Local Leagues., Vhen there is, in any community
in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Vomen
Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be
granted, When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an in-
tegral part of the League of lomen Voters of the United States and the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota,

Section 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently
fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition
be withdrawn, Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States,




By-laws - 2

Section 4., Provisional Leazues. When a group of women in a community in
which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be
organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the recognition
standards for local lLeagues,

ARTICLE V,
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Tlection of Officers. The Officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice-President,

a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their suc-
cessors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2, The Pregident. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate some-
one to preside in her stead, She may sign or endorse checks, drafis and notes.
She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Commi t-
tee., She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management &s may per-
tain to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be desig-
nated by the Board.

Section 3, The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, or death of the Presi-
dent, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office. In the
event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the Board of
Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice Presidents
shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Section 4, The Secretary., The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Con-
ventions of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She shall
notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with the
President, 211 contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assis-
tant shall bill and receive a1l moneys due, She shall be the custodian of these
moneys, shall denosit them in 2 bank designated by the Board of Directors, and
shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall pre~
sent periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual report,
including a report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council.
The books of the Treasurer shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Con-
vention years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

_ ARTICLE VI,
Board of Directors

Section 1, Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board
of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors
and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected
by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Convention or until their successors have been elected and gualified. The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League. The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Direc-
tors.
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Section 2, Qualifications, No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she is
a member of a League of 'iomen Voters in the State of Minnesota. The absence of a
member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without notice may be regarded
ag a resignation from the Board.

Section 3, Vacancies., Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
may be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining mem-
bers of the RBoard of Directors.

Section 4, Powers and Duties., The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and authority
to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention. The
Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the program on state
governmental matters as adopted by the Convention, It shall accept responsibility
delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of the
United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for the
carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as & whole, including transmission of
funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create and desig-
nate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each of the
Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such meeting. No action
taken at any regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Board to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received. The President shall call a meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors upon the written request of five members of the Board.

Section 6. Quorum, Nine members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum,

Section 7. Ixecutive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate
six of its members to constitute an Fxecutive Committee to transact business in the
interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary to
the policy adonted at the Convention or to any action of the Board. "The actlon
of the Executive Committee must be presented to the Board of Directors for approval
at its next regular meeting.

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1, Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year,

Section 2, Budget, The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council
for adoption a budget for the current year, This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of omen Voters of the United States as well as for the state
League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least
two months in advance of the Convention or Council,

Section 3. Budgzet Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of the
Convention or Council. The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget
Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman,
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Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund., All moneys, securities, and
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may re-
ceive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be invested and the
income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form part
of & fund to be known &s "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund"., This fund shall be in-
vested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of Directors,

ARTICLE VIII.
Convention

Section 1., _Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Jomen Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd-numbered
years not later than the thirty-first of May. The exact time and place of the Con~-
vention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send a
first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than
three months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention not
more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call., A final call for the
Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues at
least thirty days before Convention.

Section 2, Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this Arti-
cle, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3., Qualifications of Delegates and Voting., Fach delegate shall
be a voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Fach

delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending in two or more capacities., Absentee or proxy voting shall
not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is
qualified to vote.

Section 4, Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters of
the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State of
Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for the first fifteen voting members
and one delegate for every thirty (30) additional voting members or major fraction
thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of said year. The record in
the state office of paid-up voting members shall determine the official membership
count for this purpose.

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the current year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.
4 majority vote of the convention shall be required for any such action provided
that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in Minnesota are represented.

ARTICLE IX.
Nominations and Flections

Section 1., Nominating Committee., The Nominating Committee shall consist
of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chair-
man, who shall not be a member of the Board of Directors, shall be elected by the
Convention., A nomination for this office shall be made by the current Nominating
Committee. TFurther nominations may be made from the floor of the Convention. The
other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors immedi-
ately after the Convention., Vacancies occurring in the nominating committee shall
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be filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman of the Nominating Commit-
tee to the president of each recognized local League. It shall be the duty of the
chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through the president of each local
League sugzestions for nominations for the offices to be filled.

Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations., Suggestions for nominations may
be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the chalrman
of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention.

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to local
Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The report of the Nominating Com-
mittee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the Convention,
Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations may be made from
the floor by any member of the Convention,

Section 4, ZFlection. The election shall be in charge of an Election
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the convention. The elec-
tion shall be by ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order to
move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) When there is more than one nominee for some but not all of the offices,
the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e., for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast & ballot for
such offices.

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an
election.

ARTICLE X,
Program

Section 1, Current Agenda., Current iAgenda shall be limited to such cur—-
rent state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues three months prior to the Conven-
tion and shall formulate a proposed Current agenda. Such proposed
Current Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the local League
boards at least two months prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards and received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks
before the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board
prior to the Convention at which time the Board mey modify the pro-
posed Current .genda.

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the
same day on which they are proposed.
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(d) A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented to
the Convention by the Board of Directors.

(e) Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for considera-
tion to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by
the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall order considera-
tion by a two-thirds vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall
not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration; and
(3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote,

Section 2, Member Action, Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors,

Section 3. Local League iction. Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota,

ARTICLE XI,
Council

Section 1, (Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Section 2, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months
after the preceding Convention., The time and place of the meeting shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3. Authorization for Action, The Council shall consider program,
methods of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is
authorized to make such modifications in program as shall be necessary to meet
altered conditions, provided that notice of proposed modications of the program
shall have been sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in
advance of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority
of the members of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the
modification, The Council shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall tran-
sact such other business as shall be presented.

Section 4, Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty mem-
bers other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a Council
Meeting.

ARTICLE XII.
National Convention and Council

Section 1, National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting
before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number alloted the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the by-laws of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

Section 2, National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United
States at ites meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

)
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ARTICLE XIII.
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules
of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they are appli-
cable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XIV,
Amendments

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by
any League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to a Convention., All such proposed amendments
shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least two
months prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of
Directors. The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their
respective Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League
president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall
not invalidate amendments to the By-laws. Amendments shall be adopted by a two-
thirds vote at any Convention and shall become effective immediately upon adoption
unless otherwise provided.




League of Women Voters

of the United States ﬂemd:btdﬂdam

1026 17th Street, N. W. - Washington 6, D. C.

This is NCOT going out on Standing Orders

or the Publication Service
Local and State League Presidents
ﬁrs. John G. Lee 7 August 15, 195k
Recommended By-law amendment for local Leagues to conform with national
By-laws as amended by the National Convention, 195L.

The national Board recormends to local Leagues the following
amendment to their local By-~laws, to bring them into conformity
with the amendments made in the national By=-laws. You will
probably wish to consider these changes at your next annual
meeting; consult your own local By=-laws for amendment procedures.
A more comprehensive revision will be postponed until after the
1956 National Convention.

ARTICLE IX
Program

Secs l. Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the National
Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authorization
for the adoption of Program.

Sec. 2. Program, The Program consists of the local govermmental measures

and policies on which the League of ‘fomen Voters of may take action. The
Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined constitute

the Program.

Sec. 3+ Current Agenda. (Same as in the July, 1952 revision of Standard
By=laws,)

Sec, L. Continuing Responsibilities. Continuing Responsibilities shall be
those positions on local governmental issues to which the League of Women Voters
of has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue to act, as
determined by the Annual Meeting.

a) The Continuing Responsibilities may be amended by a two-thirds
vote of any Annual Meeting provided notice of the proposed changes
shall have been sent by the Board of Directors to all members one
month before the Annual lleeting.

b) The Annual leeting may act upon any change proposed by a member
if such change has been sent to the Board of Directors two months
prior to the Annual Meeting but has not been recommended by the
Board of Directors, provided that: (1) the Annual lMeeting shall
order consideration by a two-thirds vote, and (2) the Annual lleet-
ing shall adopt the item by a two-thirds vote.

Every six years the Board shall review the Continuing
Responsibilities and submit to the members its recommendations
for keeping the Continuing Responsibilities current, using

the regular procedure outlined in Section 3, (a) and (b)e

Sece 5. liember Action. liembers may act in the name of the League of Women
Voters only when authorized to do so by the proper Board of Directorse.




Leasue of comen Toters of Minnesota Jecember, 1954
Room H0G, B4 South Tenth Street
dinnesnolis 3, Miunesota Adcitional conies ~ 2
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LswS OF THE
LEAGU: OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINWISCTA FOR ACTION AT
THz COIVIINTION IN 1955

following maendment will take care of an obviocug oumission:

1. To amend ARTICLE V, Section 3 by inserting "resignotion" between 'cisability"
and "or death',

The following smendments &re proposed to bring our by-laws in conformity vith the
nitionnl By-laws as amended by the Nationzl Convention, 1954

2o To smend ARTICLYE II, 3ection 2 by substituting "priunciplest
for the word "platform”,

32, To amend ARTICLE X to read as follovs!
ARTICLY =

Frogram

Section 1. Authorization. The governmentsal principles adopted by the
iutional Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authori-
zotion for the adontion of Program,

Section 2, Program. The Program consists of the state governmental mea-~
sures and policies on which the League of ‘Jomen Voters of Minnesota may take action,
The Current aAgenda and Continuinz Responsibilities as hereinafter cefined consti-~
tube the Program,

Section 2. Current sgenda, (No change from present section.)

Section 4, Continuing Lesponsibilities, Continuving Responsibilities
shull he those positions on state governmentol issues to which the League of .omen
Toters of lMinnesota has ziven sustained attention, and on which it may continue to
act, as determined by the State Convention.

(a) The Foard of Directors shall consicer recommendations for changes in
the Continuing Resvonsibilities which have been sent in by the local Leugues three
monthe prior to any Convention. Such proposed changes as the Board of Directores
shall aoprove shall be submitted by the Board to the local League Hoards at least
two months prior to the Convention,

(b) A two-thirds vote of those present and voting shall be reguired for
adontion of wroposed changes in the Continuing Resnonsibilities &s presented to the
Convention by the Board of Directors,

(¢) Further changes in the Continuing Nesvonsibilities submitted for con-
~ideration to hut not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Con-
vention wrovided thut (1) the Convention shall order consideration by a two-thirds
votes; (2) the vote on the nrovosed change shall not be taken on the same day as the
orcer for consileration; au@ (3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-

(¥

biairde vote,
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(d) Bvery six years the Board shall review the Continuing Responsibilities
and submit to the local and provisional Leagues its recommendations for keeping the
Continuing Responsibilities current, using the regular procedure for amendment here-
in outlined in Section 4, (a), (b) and (ec),

Section 5, Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of
iomen Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 6., Local Leazue Action. Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota.

L, To amend ARTICLZE XI, Section 3 to read as follows:

Section 3. Authorization for aAction. The Council shall give guidance to
Board on Program and methods of work as submitted by the Loard of Directors. The
Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emer-
gency; provided that notice of proposed modifications of the Program shall have been
sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of the
meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two—thirds majority of the members
of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification, The
Council shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact such other
business as shall be presented by the Board.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES
1026 17TH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON a6, D:. C.

January 28, 1955

Mrs., L. Vernon Moen, Platform Chairman
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
8l South Tenth Street

Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, Moen:

Mrs, Lee has asked me to reply to your letter in
regard to state By-laws and Program.

You are quite correct that it is not necessary for
you to "adopt" the national Principles. Adoption by the
national Convention establishes the Principles for both local
and gtate Leagues,

The proposals for revision of the national By-laws
had to go out six months before Convention. Later discussion
during the Platform Conferences and at the Convention indi-
cated that there was some desire to do away with the term
"Platform." The suggested revision for the Article on Pro-
gram for state By-laws took note of this and Platform does
not appear and the term "Continuing Responsibilities" is
used though it is not found in the national By-laws. It is
probable, therefore, that there may be some changes proposed
for action at the 1956 Convention, Meanwhile you are follow-
ing the same procedure other state Leagues are using,

I was also extremely interested in the possible re-
duction in the number of your Continuing Responsibilities. It
should make for better program understanding and an easier
work load.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Robert F. Leonard
First Vice President




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
BY-LAWS

As adopted by the 1947 Convention
and
As amended by the 1951, 1953, 1955 Conventions

Bow R

ARTICLE I.

Section 1., The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota, This state lLeague is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government,

Section 2, Policy. The League may take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the principles of the
League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose any
political party or candidate,

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1., How Compogsed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
be composed of the local Leagues and the college Leagues, which have been recognized
by the League of Women Voters of the United States, and members-at-large of the
League of Women Voters of the United States residing within Minnesota,

Section 2. Members-at-large. Members—at-large shall be members who re-
side outside the area of a local League., They shall pay annual dues of Three Dollars
($3.00).

ARTICLE IV.
Local Leagues

Section 1., Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which have
been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States,

Section 2, ogniti ocal Leazues, When there is, in any community
in the state, 2 group which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be granted.
When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of
the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota.

Section 3., Withdra 0 caognition, When a loceal League recurrently
falls to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition
be withdrawn, Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.
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Section 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community in
which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be or-
ganized into a provisional Leegue until such time as they meet the recognition stan- .
dards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V.,
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Flection of Officers. The Officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be & President, a first Vice-President, a
second Vice-President, & Secretary, and a Treasurer. ' They shall hold office until
the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until thelr successors
have been elected and qualified.

Section 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the cormoration and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate some-
one to preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes,
She shall be, ex officio, a member of all comnittees except the Nominating Committee.
She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain to the
office of the President and perform such other duties as nay be designated by the
Board. i

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resignation or death of
the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office.
In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the Board
of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice Presi-

dents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate, .

Section 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Con-
ventions of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She shall
notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with the
President, all contracts and other instrucents when so authorized by the Board, and
shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assis-
tant shall bill end receive all moneys due., She shall be the custodian of these
moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Directors, and shall
disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall present
periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual report, in-~
cluding & report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council. The
books of the Treasurer shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Conven-
tion years or to the meeting of the Council in non—-Convention years.

ARTICLE VI.
Board of Directors

Section 1., Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board of
Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors and not
more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected by the
Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Con~
vention or until their successors have been elected and qualified, The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem .
necessary to carry on the work of the League, The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Direc~
tors.
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Section 2, Qualificationg., No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she is
a member of a League of omen Voters in the State of Minnesota. The absence of a
member of the Board from three ¢consecutive meetings without notice may be regarded
as a resignation from the Board.

Section 3. Yacancies. any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
may be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining mem-
bers of the Board of Directors.

Section 4, Powers and Dutieg. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and authority
to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention. The
Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the program on state
governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall accept responsibility
delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of the
United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for the
carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including transmission of
funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create and desig-
nate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings., There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each of the
Directors of 211 meetings at least one week before any such meeting. No action
teken at any regular board meeting attended by three-~fourths of the members of the
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Board to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received. The President shall call a meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors upon the written request of five menbers of the Board.

Section 6., Quorum, Nine members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum,

Section 7. DIxecutive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate
six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in the
interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary to
the policy adonted at the Convention or to any action of the Board., "The action
of the Executive Committee must be presented to the Board of Directors for approval
at its next regular meeting, ;

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1. IFiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.

Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council
for adoption a budget for the current year. This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of Women Voters of the United States ns well as for the state
League. & copy of the budget shall be sent to each local L:zsgue president at least
two months in advance of the Convention or Council.

Section 3. Budzet Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of tl.e
Convention or Council, The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget
Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman,
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Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, All moneys, securities, and
property of vhatever nature, which the League of Vomen Voters of Minnesota may re-—
ceive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be invested and the
income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form part
of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund". This fund shall be in-
vested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.
Convention

Section 1. _Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Jomen Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd-numbered
years not later than the thirty-first of May, The exact time and place of the Con- |
vention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send a
first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than
three monthg prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention not
more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final call for the
Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues at
least thirty days before Convention.

Section 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, &s provided in Section L of this Arti-
cle, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. ¥ach delegate shall .
be & voting member of & recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Tach
delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the

delegate may be attending in two or more capacities, Absentee or proxy voting shall

not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is
qualified to vote.

Section 4, Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters of
the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State of
Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for the first fifteen voting members
and one delegate for every thirty (30) additional voting members or major fraction
thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of said year. The record in
the state office of paid-up voting members shall determine the official membership
count for this nurpose. !

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the current year, eand shall transact such other business as may be presented.

» majority vote of the convention shall be required for any such action provided
that not less than one-half (%) of the local Leagues in Minnesote are represented.

ARTICLE IX.
Nominations and Flections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist
of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chair-
man, who shall not be a member of the Board of Directors, shall be elected by the .
Convention. A nomination for this office shall be made by the current Nominating
Committee. TFurther nominations may be made from the floor of the Convention. The
other members of the Committee shall be aprointed by the Board of Directors immedi-
ately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the nominating committee shall
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be filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairmen of the Nominating Commit-
tee to the president of each recognized local League., It shall be the duty of the
chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through the president of each local
League suggestions for nominations for the offices to be filled,

Section 2, Suggestiong for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations may
be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the chairman
of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention.

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from ¥loor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors

and the chairman of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to local
Leagues one month before date of the Convention, The report of the Nominating Com-
mittee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the Convention.
Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations may be made from
the floor by any member of the Convention,

Section 4, Election. The election shall be in charge of an Election
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the convention, The elec~
tion shall be by ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order to
move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) When there is more than one nominee for some but not all of the offices,
the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e., for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast a ballot for such
offices.

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an
election.

ARTICLE X,
Program

Section 1, Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the
National Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authori-
zation for the adoption of Program.

Section 2., Program. The Program consists of the state governmental mea-
sures and policies on which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may teke action,
The Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined constitute
the Program,

Section 3., Current Agenda, Current Agenda shall be limited to such cur-~
rent state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues three months prior to the Conven-
tion and shall formulate a proposed Current Agenda. Such proposed
Current Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the local League
boards at least two months prior to the Convention.
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(b) Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League boards
and received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks before the
opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to .
the Convention at which time the Board may modify the proposed Current
Agenda,

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the
same day on which they are proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented to
the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for considera-
tion to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by
the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall order considera-~
tion by a two-thirds vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall
not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration; and (3)
the Convention shall adopt the change by a two~thirds vote.

Section 4, Continuing Responsibilities. Continuing Responsibilities shall
be those positions on state governmental issuee to which the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue to act, as
determined by the State Convention.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider recommendations for changes in
the Continuing Responsibilities which have been sent in by the local

Leagues three months prior to any Convention. Such proposed changes .
as the Board of Directors shall approve shall be submitted by the Board
to the local League Boards at least two months prior to the Convention,

(b) A two-thirds vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of proposed changes in the Continuing Responsibilities as pre-
sented to the Convention by the Board of Directors.

(¢) Further changes in the Continuing Responsibilities submitted for con-
sideration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made
by the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall order consid-
eration by a two-thirds vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall
not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration; and (3)
the Convention shall adopt the change by a two~thirds vote.

Every six years the Board shall review the Continuing Responsibilities
and submit to the local and provisional Leagues its recommendations

for keeping the Continuing Responsibilities current, using the regular
procedure for amendment herein outlined in Section 4, (), (b) and (c).

Section 5, Member on. Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 6, Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota. .
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ARTICLE XI.
Council

Section 1. (Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League,

Section 2, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months
after the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3, Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guidance to
Board on Program and methods of work as submitted by the Board of Directors. The
Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emergency;
provided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall have been sent
to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of the meeting
of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the members of the
Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification. The Council
shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact such other business as
shall be presented by the Board.

Section 4, Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty members
other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a Council Meet-
ing,

ARTICLE XII.
National Convention and Council

Section 1, National Convention, The Board of Directors, at a meeting be-
fore the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number 2llotted the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the by-laws of the League of Women Voters
of the United States.

Section 2, National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect two dele-
gates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United
States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

ARTICLE XIII.
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules
of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they are appli-
cable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws,

ARTICLE XIV,.
Amendments

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by any
League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of Direc—
tors at least three months prior to aConvention. All such proposed amendments shall be
sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least two months prior to a
Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of Directors, The presidents
of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their respective Leagues of the pro-
posed amendments. The failure of a local League president to give such notice or
failure of any member to receive such notice shall not invalidate amendments to the
By-laws. Amendments shall be adopted by a two~thirds vote at any Convention and
shall become effective immediately upon adoption unless otherwise provided.
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Authorization for the organization of state Leagues is given in the
By-laws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.
STANDARD BY-LAWS FUK A STATE LEAGUE
ARTICLE I
Sec., 1, The name of this organization (or corporation) shall be the League
of women Voters of . ‘This state lLeague is an integral part

(tate)
of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy

Sec.l. Purpose. ‘The purpose of the League of Women Voters of

shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government.

Sec. 2. Policy. The League may take action on state governmental measures
and policies in the public interest in conformity with the Principles of the
League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose any
political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III
How Composed

Sec. 1. The League of Women Voters of shall be

composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the League of Women
Voters of the United States and members-at-large of the League of Women Voters ef

the United States residing within .
(state)

Sec. 2. Members-at-large. Members-at-large shall be women who reside out-

side the area of a local League. They shall pay annual dues of » .

(N.B. Dues for members-at-large should depend upon the service a state
League is able to give., A -35.00 membership should receive some special
attention, such as personal letters, current national and state publica-
tions, material on current issues, etc.)




_ ARTICIE IV
Local " Leagues

Sec, 1. Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which have been so

recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2, Recognition of Local Leagues When there is, in any community in

the state, a group of members of the League of Women Voters of the United States
which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as adopted at the national

Convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of

shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be granted. When such
recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of the

League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of

Sec. 3. Withdrawal of recognition. When a local League recurrently fails to

live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League of

Wwomen Voters of shall recommend to the national Board

that recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sece 4o Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community in which

no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be organ-

ized by the League of Women Voters of into a provisional

League until such time as they meet the recognition standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Sece 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Tem of Office, The Board of

Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, elected Directors
and not more than appointed Directors. (The appointed Directors shall
not exceed the elected Directors in number.) The elected Directors shall be
elected by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular
biennial Convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified.

The elected members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding

—2-




as they deem necessary to carry on the work of the League. The term of office of
the appeointed Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the
elected Directors.

(N.B, State Leagues may wish to vary the numbers of Directors according
to their individual needs. Seventeen members is the recommended maximum
for a Board of Directors. Experience has proved that a small board is
more closely knit and functions better as a unit than does a large board.
Another factor to be considered is the cost of attendance at Board lMeet-
ing which is a rightful charge against the state League budget and should
be provided in it.)

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall

continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this organization (or Corporation)

unless she is a voting member of a local League of Women Voters in the state of

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors by
reason of the resigration, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the re-

maining members of the Board of Directors.

Sec. lIis Powers and Duties, The Board of Directors shall have full charge of

the property and business of the organization (or corporation) with full power and

authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Con-
vention. The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the
program on state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall
accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States for the organization and development of local
Leagues for the carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of
finance programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, includ-
ing transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate national budget. The
Board shall create and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least regular meet-

ings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each member

of the Board of Directors of all regular meetings by mailing to each member's last
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known post office address, at least two weeks before any such meeting, notice
thereof, giving the time and the place of the meeting. No action taken at any
regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the Board shall
be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the Board to re-
ceive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any notice ac-

tually received.

Sec., 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special meetings of the

Bvard of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and
place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting, provided, however, that during a Convention the President may, or
upon the request of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the
Board by handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place
of said meeting.

Sec. 74 GQuorum. A mejority of the members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in attendance at any Board meet-
ing shall, in the presencz of a quorum, decide its action.

(N.B. Executive Committee. These By-laws purposely do not provide for an

executive committee., Board planning should be of sufficiently long range

quality to take care of most matters which might arise. Should an executive
cormittee be desired, it might be well to write in that section a provision
that the interim action of the executive committee be presented to the

Board for approval at its next regular meeting.)

ARTICLE VI
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of the League

of Women Voters cof shall be a President, a first Vice-

President, a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold
office until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their
successors have been elected and qualified.

Sec. 2, The President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the

organization and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate someone to

S




preside in her stead. She may, in the absence or disability of tihe Treasurer,
sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of
all committees except the Nominating Committee. She shall have such usual powers
of supervision and management as may pertain to the office of the President and
perform such other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 3. The Vice-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the order of their

rank, shall, in the event of absence, resignation, disability, or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office. In
the event that neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the Board
of Directors shall elect one of their members to fill the vacancy. The Vice-
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may
designate.

Sec. 4, ‘The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Conventions

and Councils of the league, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She
shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election., She shall sign with
the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant shall

collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank or banks designated by the Board of Directors, and
shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual
report to the Convention or Council. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited
annually (optional: by a certified public accountant,) prior to the Convention in

Convention years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

ARTICIE VII
Financial Administration

Sec. 1. PFiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of

shall commence on the first of April of each year.
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Sec. 2. Budget. ‘The Board shall submit to the Coanvention or Council for

adoption a budget for tae ensuing year. This budget shall provide for the support
of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state League.
A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least two
months in advance of the Convention or Council.

Sec. 3. Budget Committee. 'The budget shall be prepared by a committee which

shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of the Conven-
tion or Council, The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget Commit-
tee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman.

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Sec., 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the League of

Women Voters of shall be held biennially. The time and

place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The Presi-
dent shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local leagues
not less than three months prior to the opening date of the Convention fixed in
said call, Thereafter the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening
date of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first
call. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presi-
dents of local Leagues at least thirty days before Convention.

Sec. 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates chosen
by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Sec. L of this Article, the
presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of the League

of Women Voters of 7

Sec. 3. Qualifications of Lelegates and Voting. Each delegate shall be a

voting member of a recognized local League in the state of . Each

delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting
shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the scle judge of whether a

delegate is qualified to vote.




Sec. 4. Representation., The members of the League of Women Voters of the

United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the state of

shall be entitled to one delegate for the first 15 voting

members and one delegate for every additional voting members or major
fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January 1lst of said year. The
record in the state office of paid up voting members shall determine the official

membership count for this purpose.

(N.B. Number and size of Leagues in a state as well as the limit on the
number in the delegate body will determine the basis of representation
for a state Convention. Each state League must decide what constitutes
equitable representation for the local Leagues within its own state.)

Sec. 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and author-

ize for action a program, shall elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget

for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.
Sec, 6. Quorum., A quorum shall consist of a majority of the delegates

registered at the Convention provided that not less than local Leagues are

represented.

(N.B. Biennial Conventions with state Council meetings in the intervening
years is suggested as the best practice for state Leagues. It is suggested
that states which consider an annual Convention better than one meeting
every two years make provision that elections take place every two years
specifying that it be the even-or-odd-numbered years or that half the Board
members be elected in even-numbered years and half in odd-numbered years in
order that all Board members have two-year terms.)

ARTICLE IX
Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of

five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chair-
man and two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made from the floor of
the Convention. The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the
Board of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the

nominating committee by reason of death, resignation or disqualification shall be

silin




filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women Voters of

shall send the name and address of the chairman of the

Hominating Committee to the president of each recognized local lLeague. It shall

be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through the
president of each local League suggestions for nominations for the offices to be
filled,
(NsBe If a Nominating Committee is appointed soon after the Convention
it gives the members two years to observe the abilities of members whom
they meet. It is particularly helpful for the members of the Nominating
Committee to be delegates to the Council the following years)

Sec. 2, Suggestions by Local Leagues. Suggestions for nominations by local

Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local League to the
chairman of the Nominating Committee at least three months before the Convention.
Any member may send suggestions to the chairman of the Nominating Committee.

Sec. 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor. The re-

port of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors and
the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent
to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The report of the Nom-
inating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention, Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations
may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention.

Sec. 4. The election shall be in charge of an Election Committee appointed
by the President on the first day of the Convention. The election shall be by
ballot, except when there is but one nominee for each office it shall be in order
to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for every candidate. A majority vote
of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE X
Program

Sec. 1. Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the National

Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authorization

for the adoption of a Program.




Sec. 2. Program, The Program consists of the state governmental measures

and policies on which the League of Women Voters of may take

action. The Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined

constitute the Program.

Sec. 3. Current Agenda. Current Agenda shall be limited to such current

state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.
a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations whnicn have been
sent in by the local Leagues four months prior to the Convention and shall
formulate a proposed Current Agenda. Such proposed Current Agenda shall be
submitted by the Board to the local League boards at least two months prior
to the Convention.
b) Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League boards
and received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks before the open-
ing of the Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to the Convention
at which time the Board may modify the proposed Current Zgenda.
¢) Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which they are proposed,
d) A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for adoption
of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented to the Convention by
the Board of Directors.
e) Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for considera-
tion to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Con-
vention, provided that 1) the Convention shall order consideration by a
majority votes 2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be taken on the
same day as the order for considerationj and 3) the Convention adopts the
change by a two-thirds vote.

Sec, U. Continuing Responsibilities. Continuing Responsibilities shall be

those positions on state governmental issues to which the League of Women Voters

of has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue

to acte
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a) 'The Continuing Responsibilities may be amended by a majority vote of any

State Convention provided notice of the proposed changes shall have been sent
by the Board of Directors to the local and provisional League Boards two
months prior to the Convention.

b) 'The Convention may act upon any change proposed by a local Board if such
change has been sent to the Board of Directors four months prior to the Con-
vention but has not been recommended by the state Board, provided that: (1)
the Convention shall order consideration by a majority vote; (2) the vote on
the proposed change shall not be taken on the same day as the order for con-
sideration; and (3) the Convention shall adopt the item by a two-thirds vote.
¢) Every six years the Board shall review the Continuing Responsibilities
and submit to the local.and provisional Leagues its recommendation for keep-
ing the Continuing Responsibilities current, using the regular procedure

for amendment outlined in (a) and (b) of this section,

(N,B. Those states having one day Conventions should substitute "at the same
session" for "on the same day" in Section 3e (2) and in Section Lb (2).)

Secs 5. Member Action. lMembers may act in the name of the League of Women

Voters of only when authorized to do so by the proper Board

of Directors.

Sec, 6. Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state govern-

mental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League of

Women Voters of - -

ARTICLE XI
Council

Sec. 1. Composition. 7The Council shall be composed of the Presidents of
local Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League, and the Board of

Directors of the League of Women Voters of .

Sec, 2, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council shall

be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months after

the preceding Convention., The time and place of the meeting shall be determined




by the board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to the

presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Secs 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall consider program,

methods of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is
authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emergency, pro-
vided that notice of proposed modifications of the program shall have been sent to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of the meeting
of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the members of the
Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification. The Coun-
cil shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact such other busi-
ness as shall be presented by the Board,

Sec. 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten members other
than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Sec. 1. National Convantion. The Board of Directors, at a meeting before

the date on which names of delegates must be sent to the national office shall
elect delegates to that Convention in the number allowed the League of Women Vot~

ers of under the provisions of the By-laws of the

League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect delegates to

the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United States at
its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting in the number allowed the

League of Women Voters of under the provisions of the

By-laws of the lLeague of Women Voters of the United States.

(N.B. It would be assumed the President of the state League would be one

of the delcgates to both the Convention and Council, and the By-laws might
so state., The machinery, however devised, for having the local Leagues in
any state elect the other delegate is cumbersome so the practical and rep-
resentative way, as well, is to have the election by the Board of Directors.
If the sta%e Convention were held before the National Convention, the dele-
gates could be nominated by the state Board and clected by Convention.)




ARTICLE YIII
Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1l Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules of

Order Revised shall govern the organization (or corporation) in all cases to which

they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XIV
Amendments

Sec, 1, Amendments. Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by any
League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amend-
ments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least
two months prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of
Directors. The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their
respective Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League
president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice
shall not invalidate amendments to the By-laws which may be adopted by a two-

thirds vote at any Conventiona.




	00001
	00002
	00003
	00004
	00005
	00006
	00007
	00008
	00009
	00010
	00011
	00012
	00013
	00014
	00015
	00016
	00017
	00018
	00019
	00020
	00021
	00022
	00023
	00024
	00025
	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00033
	00034
	00035
	00036
	00037
	00038
	00039
	00040
	00041
	00042
	00043
	00044
	00045
	00046
	00047
	00048
	00049
	00050
	00051
	00052
	00053
	00054
	00055
	00056
	00057
	00058
	00059
	00060
	00061
	00062
	00063
	00064
	00065
	00066
	00067
	00068
	00069
	00070
	00071
	00072
	00073
	00074
	00075
	00076
	00077
	00078
	00079
	00080
	00081
	00082
	00083
	00084
	00085
	00086
	00087
	00088
	00089
	00090
	00091
	00092
	00093
	00094
	00095
	00096
	00097
	00098
	00099
	00100
	00101
	00102
	00103
	00104
	00105
	00106
	00107
	00108
	00109
	00110
	00111
	00112
	00113
	00114
	00115
	00116
	00117
	00118
	00119
	00120



