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League of Vomen Voters of Minnesota March 6, 19857
BY-LAY CHANGES

The following revisions in the By-Laws of the League of Tomen Voters of Minnesota
are proposed in order to bring them more closely into conformity with the Standard
By-Laws for a State League as revised August, 1966,

Proposed new material is underlinedj old material to be deleted is in parenthesis,

Article III Membership

Section 1, How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be

composed of the Local Leagues (and the college Leagues),.....
Article V OQfficers
Section 4, The Secretary. The secretary shall keep minutes of all Conventions

and Councils of the League, and of all meetinges of the Board of Directors.

Article VI Board of Directors

Section 2, Qualifications, No person shall be elected or avnointed or shall
continue to serve as an officer of director of this corporation unless she is a
voting member of a League of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota.

Section 3, Vacancies, Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors by
reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled, until the next convention, by a majority vote of the
remaining members of the Board of Directors,

Section 5, Regular Meetings (The President shall call a meeting of the Bonard
of Directors upon the written request of five members of the board.)

Section 6. Specisl Meetings, The President may call special meetings of the
Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of ihe Board, Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and
place of special meetings by telesram or letter sent at least six days prior to such
meeting, provided, however, that duringz a convention the President may, or upon the
request of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place of said

meeting,

Section 7, Quorum, No change in content,

Sectiong Executive Committee, No change in confent.

Article IX Nominations and Flections

Section 1, Nominating Committee, The nouinating committee shall consist of
five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chairman
and two members, who shall not be (a) members of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the convention, (A) Nominations for (this) these offices shall be made
by the current Nominating Committee,

Section 3, Report of Nominatine Committee and Nominations from the Floor,
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the Chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to the local Leagues one month before date of the Convention,

Article X Program Section 3 Current Agenda.

e) Purther changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for consideration to
but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Convention nrovided
that 1) the Convention shall order consideration bv a (two~thirds) majority;

Section 4 Continuing Responsibilities,

¢) Further changes in the Continuing Responsibilities submitted for consideration
to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Convention nro-
vided that: 1, the Convention shall order consideration by a (two-thirds) majority
vote,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
TREASURER'S REPORT

EXPENDITURES
Board of Directors
President
Delegates
Committee Meetings
Insurance
Personal Property Tax
Bank Charges
Salaries & Salary Taxes
Office Operation
New Equipment
National Publications
Bulletin-Minnesota Voter
Field Services
National Services
National Municipal League
Public Relations

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

INCOME
Local League Support
New League Support
State Members-at-large
State Publications
State Meetings
Direct Contributions
J.G, Swisshelm Fund
Special Gifts
Equipment .Income
TOTAL INCOME

Balance
Total

Gross
Total
Balance

JANE GREY SWISSHEIN FUND

and

BUDGET ANALYSIS

Budget
1956=57

*Budget
1956-57

36th State Convention

Actual
1956=5T

Proposed
1957-58

685.00
120,00
400,00
50,00
17.00
22.00
3,290.00
4.2:0,00
50,00
155,00
1,205.00
2,100.00
6,600.00
5.00
350,00
$19, 399.00

%17,820.00
200,00
24.00
750.00

525.00
80.00

———
$194399.00

on hand, April 1, 1956
Income
Inccme
expenditures
on hand, barch 31, 1957 § 2,420.00

$ 525.00
100.00
378.98

25,00
12.14
30.00
17.00
34190.00
539353.28
61.39
275.00
1,150.00
1,550.00
6,800.00
5.C0
30000

631.73
120.00
378.98
6.00
24.84
32,37
19.3%6
54417.35
59452431
40.39
271.91
1,040.66
1,30%.52
6,800.00
5.00
473435

200. 00}
$  700.00
125,00
400,00
50.00
15.00
35.00
20.00
44420,00
3,500.00
84,00
250.00
1,380.00
2,454.00
7+500.00
5.00
_ 550,00

$19, 772479

$17,820.00
200.00
24,00
1,000.00
65429
525,00
80.00
58450

$20,017. 77

4175992456
200.00
3,00
1,187.48
98.79
644,66

68450

$21, 688,00

219,650.00
200.00
24.00
1,000.00
300.00
350.00
80.00

84.00

519772479

$20,194.99

$ 2,242.78

20,194.99
$22,437.77
20,017,771

REZOZL OF FUNDS

$21,688,00

CONSTITUTION REVISION SPECIAL FUND

Income

$2,935.76
209.88

$3,145.64

Principal
Interest to date
Balance on hand 3/31/57

$5,940.86

Expenditures 4,280,96
Balance on hand 3/31/57 $1,659.90

* The Board revised the budget, January, 1957.

# Legislative Accrual
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OFFICERS

First Vice President
Mrs John F. Latimer
Washington, D.C

Second Vice President
Mrs. Alf Gundersen
Lo Crosse, Wiy

Secretary
Mrs Leon K. Richords
aco, Texas

Treasurer
Mry. Donald F Bishop |
Philadelphia, Penna

DIRECTORS |

Mrs. John Briscoe
Lakeville, Conn

Mrs. George A Dreyfous
Mew Orleans, Lo

Mrs. Poul Holmer
Kentfield. Calif

mrs. Tor Hylbom
Colorado Springs, Coleo

Mrs Walter H. C. Loves
Bloomington, Ind

Mrs. Luigi Petrulle
Arlington, Ya

Miss Barbara Stuhler
Minneapolis, Minn

Mrs. Alexander A Treuhaft
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Mrs. Arthur E. Whittemore
Hingham, Mass

SEVENTEENTH

JAN 23 1958

@ LEAGUE OF

WOMEN

STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

VOTERS

f;tii iQﬂLfﬁkﬁi

S

NA 8-3684

Mrs. Robert J. Phillips, President

January 20, 1959

Miss Eleanor M. $Salisbury, Treasurer
League of Women Voters of Minnesuta
l-th A washington Avenue S5.E.
M:nneapolis l4, Minnesota

pear Miss Salisbury:
Chris has passed along your by-laws to me with some muttering under

the breath about enforcing (?) ™untouchable articles.” It gives me
an opportunity to show off some spandy new knowledge. No kidding,

as of last week I find that members of provisional Leagues are members-

at-large. So you see you really have no problem at all, they are
there under Section 2! There has been some discussion by the By-laws
Committee here about rewording all of Section III of the national By-
laws, but no agreement as to improved wording has been arrived at.

So with this word of explanation we hope your League will be satis-
fied with things as they are at least for the time being.

It seems to me that the proposed changes tighten up and clarify the
language all along the line but I have two questions.

What are you trying to accomplish by changing Che words "expire con-
currently”™ to "be concurrent™?! Do you mean that appointed directors
must be appointed at once so that Lheir terms will be of the same
duration as those of elected directors? This would seem to nullify
one of the purposes of having appointed directors who may be added
as needed rather than on a definite basis. For example, you appoint
in February or May of the year following Convention., If this is not
what you mean by "be concurrenc™ then what does the change really
accomplish?

The next question is about the representation formula. This is to

me a fascinating subject and one which I have heard debated many
times in Massachuselts particularly in regard to the over representa-
tion of the smali Leagues. It seems to me your new formula tends

to correct this inequity but it does write in a new one which you

may have done deliberately. I notice that you had last spring at

the time of your Annual Report 8 Leagues which were under 25 in size.




Miss Eleanor M. Salisbury y January 20, 1959

Inder the proposed formula their only representative would be the
local president. At 25 members the League would have three, the
president and two delegates. Now this seems on first glance an un-
fair jump, unless you are doing it deliberately in order to stimu-
late these very small Leagues to get L0 WOTK and enroll chat 25th
member. It is quite probable that Minnesota is no longer organizing
new Leagues under 25 members but the existence of a group of old
Leagues under that figure may call for a change in the formula as
proposed unless you have the purpose explained above in mind. You
could give one delegate for the first 15, one for the next 10, and then
continue with the 25 or major fraction figure. This, as I hardly need
explain, would insure a delegate as well as the president from each of
these very small Leagues (unless you have one under 15 in which case
the president alone is certainly adequate representation). I would

be very interested to have your thinking on all this if you have an
extra minute. You may certainly write the formula as proposed if you
wish to do so. No objections here and in fact as you see the whole
proposal is raising practically no argument.

The definite figure for a quorum is preferred to the percentage figure
since under very unusual circumstances this might hold up doing essen-
tial business. 1 like making the figure one exclusive of the Board,
as is proposed. It puts the emphasis in the right place.

The earlier planning for budget is of course a big help to the local
Leagues in making their budgets and not 80 long in advance that it is
too difficult to estimate on the basis of expenditures during the cur-
rent year.

All in all it sounds as if things were going well in Minnesota, as
usual.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mabelle M. Long
Organization Secretary

MML :hsh
cc: 1WV of Minnesota




TO: tate Office LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: Virginia Neum-ier MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

M

(:) SUBJECT Group Gropings

DATE October 20, 1959

I pass along this “proo’i em" which might go into group gropings
is an issue before the next board meeting.

I wish the board members would consider the Article on Membership in the
National By-Laws (which is also reflected in the state by-laws) with a
view of rnco*mending the addition of a section recognizing the existence
of urOV1=10nal leagues. As it stands now league members in provisional
leagues—which are enjoying the closest supervision they ever will in their
league lives—have the status of "members at large." I think that since
a provisional league is a required and regulated form of organization for
local leagues-to-be, and since this status requires so Much of individual
members, the member at large section is inaﬁecuate. I think, oo, that if
---“ow.':'wﬂ league members weéren't so "gree during this peribd, they
ould be ':Lu._._J,G..'"l. ted &0 realize that so far as our orgenization
4 \3\0]""‘3 :)-_1'_'*.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

O SUBJECT }5??- o Cliawar, DATE 1./,?/ b o

ele £ vatioved (1) 040 - Nty 04, L‘f’“""‘*‘l)

Weltng s w3 Bolow, — 3,4, g et £

M? ﬂ.,t.,-&_{a_,uf}_ G (d) O.‘(:wdép. Li(_i_i_‘ s
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OFFICERS

First Vice President
Mrs. John D, Briscoe
Lakeville, Conn.

Second Vice President
Mrs. John A. Campbell
Indianapolis, Ind.

Secretary
Mrs, Williom H, Wood
Bladensburg, Md.

Treasurer
Mrs. LeMon Clark
Fayetteville, Ark.

DIRECTORS

Mrs. Paul Holmer
Kentfield, Calif.

Mrs. Luigi Petrullo
Arlington, Va.

Mrs. Yernon C. Stoneman
Belmont, Mass.

Mrs. Robert J. Stuart
Spokane, Wash.

Miss Barbara Stuhler
Minneapolis, Minn,

Mrs. C. Smith Toms
Charleston, 5. C.

Mrs. Alexander A, Treuhaft
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Mrs. Arthur E. Whittemore
Hingham, Mass.

i?Jg&¢nuJD {LIQ -

DEC 16 1960

0F

E U N

LEAGUE

F T

WOMEN

Vo

ENTEENTH STREET, .W.,, WASHINGTON 6, D.C. NA

December 14, 1960

Miss Grace Wilson

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Avenues, S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Miss Wilson:

No state Bylaw changes are made necessary by the changes in the
national Bylaws last spring but many state Leagues will be inter-
ested in changing their Program articles to parallel the new
national one, i.e. making CAs and CRs part of one program all a-
dopted biennially by the same procedures. The revised state
Standard will be in your hands about the first of the year but if
it is necessary to start work earlier, I do not think you will find
it difficult to translate the procedures in the national Bylaws in-
to words suitable for state.

The small corrections in Article XI (Elections) which were made
might also be changes you want to make in state Article IX, Section
4., These were the addition of "the" before change and deleting
"and qualified to vote."

In the revision of Article IX, Section 3, we suggest the addition
of the phrase '"provided that the consent of the nominee shall have
been secured".

Changes have also been made in the timing of the various deadlines
for state convention but since Minnesota has adopted the timing to
its own state situation (as many states do), very likely these

changes in the Standard will be of only academic interest to your
state,

Sincerely yours,

/41,414ftii£ - ‘jf;'

(Mrs.) Mabelle M. Long
Organization Secretary

T

E

TERS

S

8-3684
Mrs. Robert J. Phillips, President
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA :

BY-LAWS |

As adopted by the 1947 Convention
and e
As amended by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959 Conventions

% 3 H

ARTICLE I.

Ry Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women .
Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voter§'0£ ‘
Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed‘and active
participation of citizens in government. ; ;

Section 2. Policy. The League may take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the principles of
the League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose
any political party or candidate. '

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
be composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the League of Women
Voters of the United States, and members-at-large of the League of Women Voters of
the United States residing within Minnesota. -

Section 2, Members-at-large., Members-at-large shall be members who
reside outside the area of a local League. They shall pay annual dues of Five
Dollars ($5.00). ' :

ARTICLE IV.
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which have
been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 2. Recognition of Iocal leagues. When there is, in any community
in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be granted.
When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of
the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota. 47 Lo ,

Section 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently

fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition
be withdrawn., Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of

Women Voters of the United States.
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Section 4. Provisional lLeagues. When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be
organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the recognition
standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V.,
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Flection of Officers. The Officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice-President,
a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their
successors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2, The President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate scme-
one to preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes.

She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Commit-
tee, She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain
to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be designated
by the Boardo

Section 3, The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resignation or death of
the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office.

In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Section 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Con-
ventions and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors,
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election., She shall sign with
the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant
shall bill and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall present periodic
statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual report, including a
report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Convention
years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

ARTICLE VI.
Board of Directors

Section 1, Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board
of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors

and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected
by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified. The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League., The term of office of the appointed
Diresctors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Directors.
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Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she "« :
is a voting member of a League of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota. The
absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without notice
may be regarded as a resignation frem the Board. :

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
by reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board
of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and author-
ity to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention.
The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the program on
state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall accept respon-
sibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
of the United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for
the carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance
programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including trans-
mission of funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create
and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually, The President shall notify each of
the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such meeting. No action
taken at any regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Boardto receive any notice properly, sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received. %

Section 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special meetings
of the Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request
of five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notified of the time
and place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting, At the time of a convention the President may, and upon the request
of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by handing
the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place of said meeting,

Section 7. Quorum. Nine members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum,

Section 8., Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate
six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in
the interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary
to the policy adopted at the Convention or to any action of the Board. The action
of the Executive Committee must be reported to the Board of Directors at. its next
regular meeting.

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.
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Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council
for adoption a budget for the current year. This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state
League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least
three months in advance of the Convention or Council.,

Section 3. Budget Committes. The budget shall be prepared by a committee
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least six months in advance of the
Convention or Council. The Budget Committee shall present its proposed budget and
explanation to the state Board four months in advance of Convention or Council.

The Treasurer shall be ex~officio a member of the Budget Committee but shall not be
eligible to serve as chairman,

Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund. All moneys, securities, and

property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may
receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be invested and
the income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form
part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund"., This fund shall be
invested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.
CONVENT ION

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd~numbered

years not later than the thirty~first of May. The exact time and place of the
Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send -
a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than
three months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter

the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention
not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first calls A final call for

the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues

at least thirty days before the Convention.

Section 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this Arti-
cle, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. Observers will be permitted but may not
vote.

Section 3., Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall

be a voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Each
delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting
shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a
delegate is qualified to vote.,

Section 4. Representation. The members of the League of Wemen Voters
of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up through the first twenty-
five voting members and' cne delegate for every twenty-five (25) additional voting
members or major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of
said year, The record in the state office of paid-up voting members shall determine
the official membership count for this purpose.
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Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the current year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.
A majority vote of the convention shall be required for any such action except as
provided in Article X, Sections 3 and 4.

Section 6. Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than thirty
delegates plus a majority of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX.
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist
of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chair-
man and two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be’
elected by the Convention, Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made fram the floor of
the Convention, The other members 6f the Committee shall be appointed by the Board
of Directors immediately after the Tonvention. Vacancies occurring in the nominat-
ing committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors., The President of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman
of the Nominating Committee to the president of each recognized local League. It
shall be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through
the president of ea.ch locaJ. League suggestions for nominations for the offices to
be filled,

Section 2., Suggestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations may

be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the chairman
of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention.

Section 3, .Report o ting Committee and Nominations fr Loor.
The report of the Nominat ing Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention, The report of the.
Nominat ing Comm;ttee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention, Immediately following the presentation of this report, _nominations
may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention.

Section 4« Election. The election shall be in charge of an Election
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the convention. The
election shall be by ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order
to move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) When there is more than one nominee for some but not all of the
offices, the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e., for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast a ballot for
such offices, -

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an
alection,




ARTICLE X.
Program

Section 1. 'Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the
National Convention, and supported by the League as a whols, constitute the
authorization for the adoption of Program.

Section 2., Program. The Program consists of the state governmental
measures and policies on which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may take
action. The Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined
constitute the.Progranm,

Section 3. Current Agenda. Current Agenda shall be limited to such
current state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for cencerted
action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues three months prior to the Conven-
tion and shall formulate a proposed Current Agenda. Such proposed
Current Agenda shall be submitted by the Board to the local League
boards at least two months prior to the Convention,

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards and received by the Board of Directors at least one month
before the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the
Board. The Board shall present the final proposed Current Agenda
to the Convention,

The Current :Agenda may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which it is proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented
to the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for consid-
eration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made
by the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall order con-
sideration by a majority vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change
shall not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration;
and (3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote.

Section 4. Continuing Responsibilities. Continuing Responsibilities

shall be those positions on state governmental issues to which the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue to
act, as determined by the State Convention.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider recommendations for changes in
the Continuing Responsibilities which have been sent in by the local
Leagues three months prior to any Convention. Such proposed changes
as the Board of Directors shall approve shall be submitted by the
Board to the local League Boards at least two months prior to the
Convention.

A two-thirds vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of proposed charges in the Continuing Responsibilities as
presented to the Convention by the Board of Dirsctors.
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(¢) Further changes in the Continuing Responsibilities submitted for
congideration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may
be made by the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall
order consideration by a majority vote; (2) the vote on the proposed
change shall not be  taken on the same day as the order for sonsid-
eration; and (3) the Convention shall adopt the changse by a two-
thirds vote.

Every six years the Board shall review the Continuing Responsibilities
and submit to the local and provisional Leagues its recommendations
for keeping the Continuing Responsibilities current, using the reg-
ular(p§ocedure for amendment herein outlined in Section 4, (a), (b)
and (c¢). -

Section 5, Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Local League Action., Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota.

ARTICLE XI.
Council

Section 1. (Compositions The Council shall be composed of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Presidents of: local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local Leaguse.

Section 2, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months

after the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of the local leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency. :

Section 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guidance
to Board on Program and methods of work as submitted by the Board of Directors.
The Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an
emergency; provided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall have
been sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of
the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the
members of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modifi-
cation. The Council shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty
members other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a
Council Meeting.

ARTICLE XII.
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting
before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the by-laws of the League of Women Voters
of the United States.
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Section 2. National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United
States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

ARTICLE XIII.
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they
are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XIV.
Amendment s

Section 1. Amendments, Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by
any League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board
of Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amend-
ments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least
two months prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of
Directors. The presidents of all local leagues shall notify the members of their
respective Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League
president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice
shall not invalidate amendments to the By-laws. Amendments shall be adopted by
a two-thirds vote at any Convention and shall become effective immediately upon
adoption unless otherwise provided.




ARTICLE XV

Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in
Roberts Rules of Order (revised) shall govern the corporation
in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are
not inconsistent with these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XVI
Amendments

Sec. 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be
proposed by any League board, provided such proposed changes
shall be submitted to the Board of Directors at least five months
prior to a Convention. All such proposed amendments shall be
sent by the Board to the presidents of all Leagues at least two
and a half months prior to a Convention together with the rec-
ommendation of the Board. The presidents of all Leagues shall
notify the members of their respective Leagues of the proposed
amendments. The failure of a League president to give such
notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not
invalidate amendments to the Bylaws which may be adopted by
a two-thirds vote at any Convention. '
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Filed: September 24, 1923
Recorded: Liber 39, folio 146
District of Columbia
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As Amended May 3, 1946

We, the undersigned, all citizens of the United States and a majority of whom are residents of the District of Columbia, desiring fo form
a body politic and corporate for the purposes herein set forth, under the provisions of Sub Chapter Three of Chapter Eighteen of the Code of

1. The name of this corporation shall be League of Women Voters of the United States.
2. The term of existence of this corporation shall be perpetual.

3. The business and objects of the corporation shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation
of citizens in government; to render such other services in the interest of education in citizenship as moy be possible; and to do
every act appropriate or necessary to carry out any of the foregoing objects.

The corporation shall not support or oppose any political party or candidate.

4. The number of its managers who shall direct its affairs for the first year of its existence shall be thirteen.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands, this 15th day of September, A. D. 1923, in the city of Washington, D. C.

MAUD WOOD PARK,
ELIZABETH EASTMAN,
LAURA C. WILLIAMS.

BYLAWS

As Adopted by the Seventeenth Convention, May 1, 1946

and as amended by the

Eighteenth Convention, April 30, 1948
Nineteenth Convention, April 21, 1950

Twentieth Convention, April 28, 1952

ARTICLE 1
Name and Office

Sec. 1. Name. The name of this corporation shall be League
of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Principal Office. The principal office of the League
shall be in the City of Washington, D, C., or at such other place
either within or without the District of Columbia as the Board
of Directors shall fix.

ARTICLE 1I
Purpose and Policy

Sec. 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall be to promote political re-
sponsibility through informed and active participation of citi-
zens in government.

Sec. 2. Policy. The League may take action on govern-
mental measures and policies in the public interest. It shall not
support or oppose any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE 11l
Membership

Sec. 1. How Composed. Any person who subscribes to the
purpose and policy of the League shall be eligible for member-
ship. The membership of the League shall be composed of
voting members, associate members and members-at-large.

Sec. 2. Types of Membership.

(a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age

who are members of recognized local Leagues.

(b) Associate members shall be all other members of recog-
nized local Leagues.

(¢) Members-at-large shall be members who reside outside
the area of a local League.

(d) Members-at-large shall pay annual dues to the state
League of the state in which they reside if one has been
recognized. Otherwise such members shall pay annual
dues of $5.00 to the national Treasurer.

Twenty-first Convention, April 26, 1954
Twenty-second Convention, April 80, 1956

Twenty-fourth Convention, April 29, 1960

ARTICLE 1V
Local Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Members shall be organized into local
Leagues in order to promote the purpose of the League of
Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Recognition. Local Leagues shall be organized in con-
formity with recognition standards formulated by the Board of
Directors and adopted by the Convention. Only one local
League in each community as defined by the Board of Directors
shall be recognized by the Board.

ARTICLE V
State and Territorial Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Local Leagues shall be organized into state
and territorial Leagues in order to take action on state and
territorial governmental matters and in order to promote the
work of the League of Women Voters as a whole.

See. 2. How Composed. A state or territorial League shall
be composed of all local Leagues within that state or territory.

Sec. 3. Recognition. State and territorial Leagues shall be
organized in conformity with recognition standards formulated
by the Board of Directors and adopted by the Convention.

Sec. 4. Responsibility. A state or territorial League shall ac-
cept the responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors
for: (a) the organization and development of local Leagues;
(b) the promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole; and (c¢)
the transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate
national budget.

ARTICLE VI
Withdrawal of Recognition

Sec. 1. Procedure. The Board of Directors may withdraw
recognition from any state, territorial or local League for recur-
rent failure to conform to the recognition standards applicable
to the League concerned. Recognition shall be withdrawn only
after investigation of the situation by the Board and such action



shall require a three-fourths vote of the Board. Withdrawal of
recognition shall become effective immediately upon decision by
the Board. The League from which recognition has been with-
drawn shall have an opportunity to be heard by a committee of
the Board of Directors.

Sec. 2. Disposition of Funds. All funds held by state or ter-
ritorial Leagues from which recognition has been withdrawn
shall be paid to the League of Women Voters of the United
States. All funds held by a local League from which rec-
ognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the League of
Women Voters of the state or territory in which the local
League was organized. If there is no state or territorial
League, the funds shall be paid to the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

Sec, 3. Appeal. The state, territorial, or local League from
which the Board has voted to withdraw recognition may, by
written request signed by a majority of the members of its
board, appeal from the Board’s decision to the next Convention.
The Convention may by a majority vote decide to hear the ap-
peal. If it decides to hear the appeal, the Convention shall
establish its own procedure for such a hearing. Convention
decision on the appeal shall be by majority vote.

ARTICLE VII
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be a
President, a first Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a
Secretary, and a Treasurer. These officers shall be elected by
the Convention and shall hold office until the close of the next
regular biennial Convention or until their successors have been
elected and qualified.

Sec. 2, The President. The President shall preside at all
meetings of the organization and of the Board of Directors
unless she shall designate some one to preside in her stead. She
may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer, sign or en-
dorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a mem-
ber of all committees except the nominating committee. She
shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as
may pertain to the office of the President and perform such
other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 8. The Vice-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability,
resignation, or death of the President, possess all the powers
and perform all the duties of that office. In the event that
neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its elected members to fill
the vacancy. The Vice-Presidents shall perform such other
duties as the President and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of
the Conventions and Councils of the League and of the meetings
of the Board of Directors, She shall notify all officers and di-
rectors of their election, She shall sign, with the President, all
contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the
Board, and shall perform such other duties as may be incident
to her office.

See, 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant, shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be
the custodian of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank or
banks, designated by the Board of Directors, and shall dishurse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings
and an annual report to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited annually by a certified public
accountant.

See. 6, Transfers of Property. Any two of the following of-
ficers, the President, the Vice-Presidents, and the 'Treasurer,
shall have authority to assign, endorse, transfer and deliver, in
the name and in behalf of the League of Women Voters of the
United States, any certificate of stock, bond, note, or other
security or property belonging to the League. The Secretary
and the Treasurer shall each have authority to affix and attest
the seal of the League to any agreement, assignment, or other
document executed by any officer of the League pursuant to
authority granted by these Bylaws or by action of the Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII
Board of Directors
Sec. 1. Number, Selection and Term of Office. The Board of
Directors shall consist of the officers of the League, six elected

directors and not more than six appointed directors. The
clected directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall

serve until the close of the next regular biennial Convention or
until their successors have been elected and qualified. The
elected members shall appoint such additional directors, not
exceeding six, as they deem necessary to carry on the work of
the League. The terms of office of the appointed directors shall
expire concurrently with the terms of office of the elected
directors.

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or ap-
pointed or shall continue to serve as an officer or director of
this corporation unless she is a voting member of the League
of Women Voters of the United States.

See. 3. Vacaneies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification
of an officer, or elected director other than the president, may be
filled until the next Convention by a majority vote of the re-
maining members of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Powers. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation, with
full power and authority to manage and conduct the same, sub-
ject to the instructions of the Convention. Upon recognition
of a state or territorial League, the Board of Directors is au-
thorized to delegate and shall delegate to such state or terri-
torial League the power to promote the work of the League of
Women Voters within that state or territory. The Board shall
create and designate such special committees as it may deem
necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least three regu-
lar meetings of the Board of Directors annually which may be
held at any time at the call of the President. The President
shall notify each member of the Board of Directors of all regu-
lar meetings by mailing notice thereof to each member’s last
known post office address, at least one month before any such
meeting, giving the time and the place of the meeting. No
action taken at any regular Board meeting attended by three-
fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated be-
cause of the failure of any member or members of the Board
to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregu-
larity in any notice actually received.

Sec. 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special
meetings of the Board of Directors and shall call a special meet-
ing upon the written request of five members of the Board.
Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and place
of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days
prior to such meeting, provided, however, that during a Con-
vention the President may, or upon the request of five members
of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time
and place of said meeting.

Sec. 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE IX
Convention

Sec. 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be held
biennially. The time and place of the Convention shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send a
first call for the Convention to the presidents of local, state and
territorial Leagues not less than eight months prior to the open-
ing date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date
of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed
in the first call. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by
the President to the presidents of local, state and territorial
Leagues,

Sec. 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of: (a) the
delegates chosen by the members through the local Leagues, as
provided in Section 4 of this Article; (b) three delegates chosen
by the board of each state League and of each territorial
League; and (¢) the members of the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 3. Qualifications of Delegates; Voting Procedures. ach
delegate shall be a voting member of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. Each delegate shall be entitled
to one vote only at the Convention even though the delegate
may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy
voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole
judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

See. 4. Representation.  The members of the League of
Women Voters of the United States who are organized into
local Leagues shall be entitled to voting representation in the
Convention as follows: The members of each local League shall
be entitled to one delegate who shall be chosen by the members
through the local League; the members of each loeal League

having more than 100 members shall be entitled to one addi-
tional delegate for each additional 100 members or major frac-
tion (50 or more) thereof. The records in the national office
of paid voting members on January 1 of the year in which the
Convention is held shall determine the official membership count
for this purpose.

Sec. 5. Authorization for Aetion. The Convention shall con-
sider and authorize for action a program, shall elect officers and
directors, shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year, and shall
transact such other business as may be presented.

Sec. 6. Quorum. Twenty-five voting delegates, other than the
Board of Directors, shall constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion of business at the Convention.

ARTICLE X
Council

Sec. 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of: (a)
two delegates chosen by the board of each state and territorial
League; (b) two delegates chosen by the League of Women
Voters of the District of Columbia; (¢) one delegate chosen by
the local Leagues in each state or territory where there is no
recognized state or territorial League; and (d) the members
of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the
Council shall be held in the interim year between Conventions,
approximately twelve months after the preceding Convention.
The time and place of the meeting shall be determined by the
Board of Directors., A formal call shall be sent by the President
to the presidents of the local Leagues and to state and ter-
ritorial Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

See. 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guid-
ance to the Board on program, methods of work, and budget as
submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is authorized
to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emer-
wency; provided that notice of proposed modifications of the
program shall have been sent to the presidents of the local
l.eagues, state and territorial Leagues at least two months in
advance of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a
two-thirds vote of the members of the Council present and vot-
ing shall be required to adopt the modification. ‘The Council
shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

See. 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten
members, other than the Board of Directors, for the transaction
of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XI
Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The nominating committee
shall consist of five members, two of whom shall be members
of the national Board. The chairman and two members, who
shall not be national Board members, shall be elected by the
Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current nominating committee. Further nominations may be
made from the floor of the Convention, The other members of
the committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention. Any vacancy on the nomi-
nating committee shall be filled by appointment by the Board
of Directors. The President of the League shall send the name
and address of the chairman of the nominating committee to
the president of each state, territorial and local League.

See. 2. Suggestions for Nominations. The chairman of the
nominating committee shall request, through the president of
each state, territorial and local League, suggestions for nomi-
nations for offices to be filled. Any member may send sugges-
tions to the chairman of the nominating committee.

Sec. 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations
from Floor. The report of the nominating committee of its
nominations for officers, directors and the chairman and two
members of the succeeding nominating committee shall be sent
to local, state and territorial Leagues two months before date
of the Convention. The report of the nominating committee
shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this
report, nominations may be made from the floor by any mem-
ber of the Convention provided that the consent of the nominee
shall have been secured.

See, 4. Election. The election shall be in the charge of an
election committee appointed by the President on the first day
of the Convention. The election shall be by ballot. A majority
vote of those present and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE XII
Principles

Sec. 1. The Principles shall consist of governmental measures
and policies, supported by the League as a whole. The Prin-
ciples shall constitute the authorization for adoption of national,
state, territorial and local Current Agendas.

Sec. 2. The Principles may be amended by the Convention by
the same procedures as those hereinafter provided in the Pro-
gram Article.  (Subsections a, b, ¢, d, e, f of Sec. 2, Article

XI11.)
ARTICLE XIII
Program

Sec. 1. The Program of the League of Women Voters shall
consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as
hereinafter defined.

(a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current gov-
ernmental issues as the Convention shall choose for con-
certed action.

(h) The Continuing Responsibilities shall consist of positions
on national issues to which the lLeague has given sus-
tained attention and on which it may continue to act.

Sec. 2. The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the
following procedures:

(a) The local, state or territorial League boards may make
recommendations for a Program, provided such Program
recommendations shall have been sent to the Board of
Directors at least five months prior to the Convention.

(b) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommenda-
tions and submit its proposals for the Program to the
local, state and territorial League boards at least two
and a half months prior to the Convention.

(¢) The loeal, state or territorial League boards may then
submit recommendations for changes, provided they are
received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks
before the opening of the Convention.

(d) The recommendations shall be considered by the Board
prior to the Convention al which time the Board may
change its previous proposals.

(e) A majority vote of the Convention shall be required for
adoption of the Program proposed by the Board of
Directors,

(f) Any recommendations for the Program submitted to the
Board of Directors at least five months before Conven-
tion, but not proposed by the Board, may be considered
by the Convention, provided that a majority vote shall
be required for consideration, and on a following day a
two-thirds vote shall be required for adoption.

See, 8. Member Action. Members may act in the name of
the League of Women Voters of the United States only when
authorized to do so by the proper board.

Sec. 4. State, Territorial, and Local League Action. State
Leagues, territorial Leagues and local Leagues may act only
in ‘conformity with, or not contrary to, the position taken by
the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XIV
Financial Administration

Sec. 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal vear of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall commence on the first day of
April of each year.

Sec. 2. Financial Support. Financial responsibility for the
work of the League of Women Voters as a whole shall be as-
sumed annually by the local Leagues.

Sec. 8. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event
of a dissolution, for any cause, of the League of Women Voters
of the United States, all moneys, securities, and property, of
whatsoever nature, whether real, personal, or mixed, which the
League of Women Voters of the United States has received or
acquired by gift, bequest, devise, or otherwise, as well as all
unexpended income from said moneys or property, and any
other funds, moneys, securities, and property of whatsoever
nature whether real, personal, or mixed, which may at the time
be owned by or under the absolute control of the lLeague of
Women Voters of the United States shall be disposed of by any
officer or employee of the corporation having possession of
same, to such person, organization, or corporation, for such
public, charitable, or educational uses and purposes as may he
designated by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States; the designation of person, organi-
zation, or corporation and of use and purpose to be in the
absolute discretion of said Board.
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December 19, 1960

TO: Local and State League Presidents
FROM: National Office p
RE; Standard Bylaws

The Program Article of the Standard Bylaws for a Local League has been revised so
that Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities are adopted by the same pro-
cedures, This conforms to the method of adopting Program which the Convention in
1960 chose for the Bylaws of the League nf Women Voters of the United States. It
is not mandatory that local Leagues make this change., Local Leagues will wish to
censider whether the change to adopt Continuing Resprnsibilities annually best
serves the purpose of the League in their community.

The Program Article of Standard Bylaws for State Leagues has been similarly re-
vised,

Additional changes in the State Standard come in Article IX, Sections 3 and 4,

The timing for the deadline for state conventiuns has been changed in an effort
to simplify. State Leagues need not follow the Standard pattern but thease which
have been doing sc might wish to cousider the changes made in the revisisn. The
simplest way to show the changes is to list the deadlines as they appear in this
revision -

months: Call to Convention

months: 1local League deadline for sending Program sug-
gestions, proposals for Bylaw change; and sug-
gestions for Nominating Committee,

months: state Board sends tc local Leagues proposed
Program, proposals for Bylaw change and recom-
mendation, proposed budget, slate, and final
call to convention,

local League deadline for suggested changes in
proposed Program,

May we remind local Leagues to send to state Leagues propnsals for change prior to
local League action so that the state Board may give guidance. State Leagues are
similarly requested to inform the national Board of proposed amendments to state
Agenda.

State Board members wh> have copies of Organizing Leagues should replace pages 37
to 44 with the revised Local League Bylaws. These eight pages are available frem
the national office for 10¢,
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STANDARD BYLAWS FOR A LOCAL LEAGUE

Bylaws

League of Women Voters of

ARTICLE I
Sec. 1. The name of this organization shall be the League of Women Voters of

. This local League is an integral part of the League of

Women Voters of the United States and of the League of Women Voters of

ARTICLE II

Purpose and Policy

Sec. 1. Purpose. The Purpose of the League of Women Voters of

shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participa-
tion of citizens in government.

Sec. 2. Policy. The League of Women Voters of may

take action on local governmental measures and policies in the public interest
in conformity with the Principles of the League of Women Voters of the United

States. It shall not support or oppose any political party or candidates.

ARTICLE III
Membership

Sec., 1. How Composed. The Membership of the League of Women Voters of

shall be composed of voting members and associate members.,

Any person who subscribes to the purpose and policy of the League shall be

eligible for membership.

Sec. 2. Types of Membership

a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age.

b) Associate members shall be all other members.

B -




ARTICLE IV
Board of Directors

Sec. 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board of Direc-

tors shall consist of the officers of the League, elected Directors and

not more than (the same) appointed Directors. (One-half of elected Directors)

shall be elected by the general membership at each Annual Meeting and shall
serve for a term of two years, or until their successors have been elected and
qualified. The elected members shall appoint such additional Directors, not
exceeding , as they deem necessary to carry on the work of the League.
The terms of office of the appointed Directors shall be one year and shall ex-
pire at the conclusion of the next Annual Meeting.

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall

continue to serve as an officer or director of this organization unless she is

a voting member of the League of Women Voters of

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors by
reason of the resignation, death or disqualification of an officer or elected
member may be filled, until the next Annual Meeting, by a majority vote of the
remaining members of the Board of Directors. Three consecutive absences from a
Board meeting of any member without a valid reason shall be deemed a resignation.

Sec. 4, Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full charge of

the property and business of the organization, with full power and authority to
manage and conduct same, subject to the instructions of the general membership.
It shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the Program as adopted
by the national Convention, the state Convention and the Annual Meeting. The

Board shall create and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Meetings. There shall be at least nine regular meetings of the Board

of Directors annually. The president may call special meetings of the Board of




Directors and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of five
members of the Board.
Sec. 6. Quorum, A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall

constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE V
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of QOfficers. The Officers of the League

of Women Voters of shall be a President, a first

Vice President, a second Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer who shall
be elected for terms of two years by the general membership at an Annual Meeting
and take office immediately. The President, the first Vice President and the
Secretary shall be elected in odd-numbered years. The second Vice President and
the Treasurer shall be elected in even-numbered years.

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all Meetings of the

organization and of the Board of Directors. She may, in the absence or dis-
ability of the Treasurer, sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall
be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.
She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain
to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be desig-
nated by the Board.

Sec. 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order of their

rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability or death of the President,
possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office, until such
time as the Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the
vacancy. The Vice Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President
and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of

the League and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She shall notify all
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Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign, with the President,
all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board and shall
perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys

due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank
designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse the same only upon
order of the Board. She shall present statements to the Board at their regular

meetings and an annual report to the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE VI
Financial Administration
Sec. L. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of

shall commence on the first day of April each year.

Sec. 2. Dues. Annual dues of § shall be payable April first. Any
member who fails to pay her dues within six months after they become payable
shall be dropped from the membership rolls.

Sec. 3. Budget. A budget for the ensuing year shall be submitted by the
Board of Directors to the Annual Meeting for adoption. The budget shall in-
clude support for the work of the League as a whole.

Sec. 4. Budget Committee. A Budget Committee shall be appointed by the

Board of Directors at least two months prior to the Annual Meeting to prepare a
budget for the ensuing year. The proposed budget shall be sent to all members
one month before the Annual Meeting. The Treasurer shall not be eligible to

serve as chairman of the Budget Committee,

ARTICLE VII

Meetings

Sec. 1. Membership Meetings. There shall be at least meetings of the

membership each year. Time and place shall be determined by the Board of Direc-

tors.
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Annual Meeting. An Annual Meeting shall be held between

and , the exact date to be determined by the

Board of Directors. The Annual Meeting shall
a) adopt a local Program for the ensuing year
b) elect officers and directors, members of the Nominating Committee,
c¢) adopt an adequate budget, and
d) transact such other business as may properly come before it.

Sec. 3. Quorum. members shall constitute a quorum at

all meetings of the League of Women Voters of

ARTICLE VIII
Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of

five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The
Chairman and two members, who shall not be members of the Board, shall be
elected at the Annual Meeting. Nominations for these offices shall be made by
the current Nominating Committee. The other members shall be appointed by the
Board of Directors immediately following the Annual Meeting. Any vacancy on

the Nominating Committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. Sugges-

tions for nominations for Officers and Directors may be sent to this Committee

by any voting member.

Sec. 2. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from the Floor. The

report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors,
and the members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to all mem-
bers one month before the date of the Annual Meeting. The report of the Nominat-
ing Committee shall be presented to the Annual Meeting. Immediately following
the presentation of this report, nominations may be made from the floor by any

voting member provided the consent of the nominee shall have been secured.




Sec. 3. Elections. The election shall be by ballot, provided that when

there is but one nominee for each office, the secretary may be instructed to
cast the ballot for every nominee. A majority vote of those qualified to vote
and voting shall constitute an election. Absentee or proxy voting shall not

be permitted.

ARTICLE IX

Sec. 1. Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the natiomal

Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authorization for
the adoption of Program.
Sec. 2. Program. The Program of the League of Women Voters of shall
consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined.
a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current local governmental
issues as the membership shall choose for concerted action.
The Continuing Responsibilities shall consist of those positions on
local governmental issues to which the League of Women Voters of

has given sustained attention and on which it may con-

tinue to act.
The Annual Meeting shall act upon the Program using the following Pro-

cedures:

a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations sent in by

the voting members two months prior to the Annual Meeting and shall
formulate a Proposed Program.

The Proposed Program shall be sent to all members one month before
the Annual Meeting.

A majority vote of voting members present and voting at the Annual
Meeting shall be required for adoption of subjects in the Proposed

Program as presented to the Annual Meeting by the Board of Directors.




Recommendations for Program submitted by voting members two months

prior to the Annual Meeting but not recommended by the Board of

Directors may be considered by the Annual Meeting provided that:

(1) the Annual Meeting shall order consideration by a majority
vote and (2) the Annual Meeting shall adopt the item by a two-thirds
vote.

Changes in the Program, in the case of altered conditions, may be
made provided that: (1) information concerning the proposed
changes has been sent to all members at least two weeks prior to a
general membership meeting at which the change is to be discussed,
and (2) final action by the membership is taken at a succeeding
meeting,

Sec. 4. Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of Women

Voters only when authorized to do so by the proper Board of Directors.

ARTICLE X
National Convention, State Convention and Council

Sec. 1. National Convention. The (membership or the Board of Directors)

at a meeting before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the
national office shall select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted

the League of Women Voters of under the provisions

of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2, State Convention. The (membership or the Board of Directors) at a

meeting before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the state
office shall select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League

of Women Voters of under the provisions of the Bylaws

of the League of Women Voters of

(State)




Sec., 3. State Council. The (membership or the Board of Directors) at a

meeting before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the
state office, shall select delegates to that Council in the number allotted the

League of Women Voters of under the pro-

visions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of

(State)

ARTICLE XI
Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules of

Order Revised shall govern the organization in all cases to which they are ap-

plicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XII
Amendments
Sec. 1. Amendments. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of
the voting members present and voting at the Annual Meeting, provided the
amendments were submitted to the membership in writing at least one month in

advance of the meeting.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 757‘*’ /@&w (-
OF THE UNITED STATES wJ'ﬁ_ﬂ_____:::.‘""
1026 17TH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

February 18, 1961

Mrs, Harold Wilson

Organization Secretary

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15cth and Washington Avenues S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Hinnesota

Dear Mrs. Wilsom:

The proposals for changes in the Minmesota Bylawe
are very much in order. Do be sure to send us notice

of the changes which your convention adopts or the
reprinted Bylaws when they ave ready.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Mabelle M. Long
MML :etw Organization Secretary
CC: Minnesota State LWV




February 13, 1961

Mrs. Robert J. Phillips, President
League of Women Voters of U.S.

1026 17 St, N.W.

Washingtcn 6 D.C,

Dear Mrs, Phillips,

The state Board are pwoposing the following changes in ouy Mimnesota Byelsws, and
would be glad of an evaluation of these changes.

Artiole VIII, Section l. Change the date of the first call to four months.
Change the date of the final ¢all to two months.

Article IX, Section 3. Change the date the report is sent to locsl leagues to
two monthe before date of econvention.

Article X. Substitute for present article the Artisle X in Standard Bylave for
a State League, dated Dec., 1960, with following exceptions:

Insert Minnesota in blanke, indicating the"state we are in"

In Section 3, b): substitute one month, for the date on which Board
receives fecommendetions for changes .

In Seotion 2, e): the last phrase shall resd: "snd 3) the Convention
M ado;‘t- sa0hc,"
Since these changes are in most cases the sume as suggested in Standard Bylawa,
they are probubly well thought and very worksble. But incase we've overlooked
anything important, we would be glad to have it called to our attention,
Sincerely,

.)'- g

Mre, Harold Wilson

Organization,Chaixman. ) .
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.League of Women Voters

of the United States /{emo'tdﬂdam

1026 17th Sireet, N. W. . Washington 6, D. C.

December 19, 1960

TO: Local and State League Presidents
FROM: National Office
RE: Standard Byvlaws

The Program Article of the Standard Bylaws for a Local League has been revised so
that Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities are adopted by the same pro-
cedures. This conforms to the method of adopting Program which the Convention in
1960 chose for the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the United States. It
is not mandatory that local Leagues make this change. Local Leagues will wish to
censider whether the change to adopt Continuing Responsibilities annually best
serves the purpose of the League in their community.

g
The Program Articlé of Standard Bylaws for State Leagues has been similarly re-
vised, N

Additional changes in the State Standard come in Article IX, Sections 3 and 4.

The timing for the deadline for state conventions has been changed in an effort
to simplify. State Leagues need not follow the Standard pattern but thnse which
have been doing sc might wish to consider the changes made in the revisinsn, The
simplest way to show the changes is to list the deadlines as they appear in this
revision -

At 4 months: Call to Convention

At 3 months: local League deadline for sending Program sug-
gestions, proposals for Bylaw change; and sug-
gestions for Nominating Committee,

At 2 months: state Board sends tc local Leagues proposed
Program, proposals for Bylaw chanpe and recom-
mendation, proposed budget, slate, and final
call to convention,

At 3 weeks: local League deadline for suggested changes in
proposed Program,

May we remind local Leagues to send to state Leagues proponsals for change prior to
local League action so that the state Board may give guidance. State Leagues are
similarly requested to inform the national Board of proposed amendments to state
Agenda,

State Board members who have copies of Organizing Leagues should replace pages 37
to 44 with the revised Local League Bylaws. These eight pages are available frem
the national office for 10c¢,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BY-LAWS
'-;As adopted by the-1947=00nvention

As amended by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959 Conventions
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ARTICLE I.

_ Section l,.: The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota,: ‘This state League is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II.
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government.

Section 2, Policy. The League may take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the principles of
the League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose
any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1., How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
be..composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the League of Women
Voters of the United States, and members-at~large of the League of Women Voters of
the United States residing within Minnesota, -

Section 2. Members-at-large. Members-at-large shall be members who
reside outside the area of a local league. They shall pay annual dues of Five
Dollars ($5.00). s e 1

ARTICLE 1V,
Local ILeagues

Section 1. Local leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which have
been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 2. Recognition of Local leagues. When there is, in any community
in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be granted.
When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an ifitegral part of
the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota. ;

Section 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently
fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition
be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of- 2
Waren Voters of the United States.
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Section 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be
organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the recognition
standards for local lLeagues.

ARTICLE V.
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Flection of Officers. The Officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice~President,
a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their
successors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2., The President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate some-
one to preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes.

She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Commit-
tee. OShe shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain
to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be designated
by the Board.

Section 3, The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resignation or death of
the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office.

In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Section 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Con-
ventions and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors,
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with
the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant
shall bill and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall present periodic
statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual report, including a
report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasursr shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Convention
years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

ARTICLE VI.
Board of Directors

Section 1., Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board

of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors

and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected
by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified., The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League, The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Directors.
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; Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she
is a voting member of a League of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota. The
absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without notice
may be regarded as a resignation from the Board.

Section 3. Vacancieg. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
by reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board °
of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and author-
ity to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention.
The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the program on
state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall accept respon-
sibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
of the United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for
the carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance
programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including trans-
mission of funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create
and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually., The President shall notify each of
the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such meeting. No action
taken at any regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the -
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Board to receive any notice properly, sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received.

Section 6. Special Mestings. The President may call special meetings
of the Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request
of five members of the Board., Members of the Board shall be notified of the time
and place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting, At the time of a convention the President may, and upon the request
of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by handing
the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place of said meeting.

Section 7. Quorum. Nine members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum.

Section 8, Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate
six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee t» transact business in
the interim/between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary
to the poliry adopted at the Convention or to any action of the Board. The action
of the Executive Committee must be reported to the Board of Directors at its next
regular meeting.

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

¢ Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.
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Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council
for adoption a budget for the current year. :This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state
League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least
three months in advance of the Convention or Council.

Section 3. Budget Committes. The budget shall be prepared by a committes
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least six months in advance of the
Convention or Council. The Budget Committee shall present its proposed budget and
explanation to the state Board four months in advance of Convention or Council.

The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget Committee but shall not be
eligible to serve as chairman,

Section 4. The Jene Grey Swisshelm Fund., All moneys, securities, and
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may
receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be invested and
the income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes, shall form
part of a fund to be known as ""The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund", This fund shall be
invested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.
CONVENT ION

Section 1., Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd~numbered

years not later than the thirty-first of May. The exact time and place of the
Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send
a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than
three months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thersafter
the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention
not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final call for
the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues

at least thirty days before the Convention.

Section 2, (Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this Arti-
cle, the presidents of local Leagues and the members cf the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. Observers will be permitted but may not
vote,

Section 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall
be a voting member of & recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Each
delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting
shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a
delegate is qualified to vote.

Section 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters
of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up through the first twenty-
five voting members and one delegate for every twenty-five (25) additional voting
members or major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of
said year, The record in the state office of paid-up voting members shall determine
the official membership count for this purpose.
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Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the current year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.
A magorlty vote of the convention shall be required for any such action except as
provided in Article X, Sections 3 and 4.

Section 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than thirty
delegates plus a majority of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX.
Nominations and Flections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist
of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chair-
man and two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention, Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made frem the floor of
the Convention, The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board
of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the nominat-
ing committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman
of the Nominating Committee to the president of each recognized local League. It
shall be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through
the president of each local League suggestions for nominations for the offices to
be filled,

Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations may

be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the chairman
of ‘the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention.

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman and two.members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues one month before date of the Convention. The report of the.
Nominating Committee s all be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention, Immsdiataly following the presentation of this report nomlnatlons
may be made from the floor by any member of the Conventlon./;hﬁ . ‘ iy

Section 4, Elecgiog. The election shall be in charge of an Election
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the convention. The
election shall be by ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order
to move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) When there is more than one nominee for some bu£ not all of the
offices, the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e., for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast a ballot for
such offices.

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an
elsction,




ARTICLE X.
Program

Section 1. Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the
National Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the
authorization for the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Program. The Program consists of the state governmental
measures and policies on which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may take
action, The Currsnt Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined
constitute the.Program,

Section 3. Current Agenda. Current Agenda shall be limited to such
current state governmental issues as the Convention shall choose for cecncerted
action,

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in by the local Leagues three months prior to the Conven-
tion and shall formulate a proposed Current Agenda. Such proposed
Current Agendz shall be submitted by the Board to the local League
boards at least two months prior to the Convention,

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League
boards and recsived by the Board of Directors at leasﬁgpne month
before the opsning of the Convention shall be considered by the
Board. The Board shall present the final proposed Current Agenda
to the Convention.

The Current :Agenda may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which it is proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Current Agenda as presented
to the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Current Agenda submitted for consid-
eration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made
by the Convention provided that (1) the Convention shall order con-
sideration by a majority vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change
shall not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration;
and (3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote.

Section 4. Continuing Responsibilitiss. Continuing Responsibilities

shall be those positions on state governmental issues to which the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue to
act, as determined by the State Convention.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider recommendations for changes in
the Continuing Responsibilities which have been sent in by the local
Leagues three months prior to any Convention, Such proposed changes
as the Board of Directors shall approve shall be submitted by the
Board to the local League Boards at least two months prior to the
Convention,

A two-thirds vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of proposed changes in the Continuing Responsibilities as
presented to the Convention by the Board of Directors.
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(c¢) Further changes in the Continuing Responsibilities submitted for
consideration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may
be made by the Convention provided that (1) the Convention.shall
order consideration by a majority vote; (2) the vote on the proposed
change shall not be taken on the same day as the order for consid-
eration; and (3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-
thirds vote.

Every six years the Board shall review the Continuing Responsibilities
and submit to the local and provisional Leagues its recommendations
for keeping the Continuing Responsibilities current, using the reg-
ular(pgocedura for amendment herein outlined in Section 4, (a), (b)
and (c).

Section 5. DMember Action. Members may act in the name of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Local lLeague Action., Local Ledgues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters_of Minnesota.

ARTICLE XI.
Council

Section 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnegota, the Presidents of local

Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Section 2., Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months

after the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency. :

Section 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guidance
to Board on Program and methods of work as submitted by the Board of Dirsctors.
The Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an
smergency; provided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall have
been sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of
the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the
members of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modifi-
cation. The Council shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty
members other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a
Council Meeting.,

ARTICLE XII.
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting
before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the by-laws of the League of Women Voters
of the United States.
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Section 2. National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United
States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

ARTICLE XIII,
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1., Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they
are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-laws.

ARTICLE XIV.
Amendment s

Section 1. Amendments, Amendments to these By-laws may be proposed by
any League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board
of Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amend-
ments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least
two months prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of
Directors, The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their
respective Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League
president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice
shall not invalidate amendments to the By-laws. Amendments shall be adopted by
a two-thirds vote at any Convention and shall become effective immediately upon
adoption unless otherwise provided.
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STANDARD BYLAWS FOR A STATE LEAGUE
ARTICLE I
Sec. 1. The name of this organization (or corporation) shall be the League
of Women Voters of . This state League is an integral part of

(state)
the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II

Purpose and Policy

Sec. 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of
shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participa-
tion of citizens in government,

Sec. 2. Policy. The League may take action on state governmental measures and
policies in the public interest in conformity with the Principles of the League of
Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose any political
party or candidate,

ARTICLE III
How Composed

Sec. 1. The League of Women Voters of shall be

composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the League of Women
Voters of the United States and members-at-large of the League of Women Voters of

the United States residing within

(state)

Sec. 2. Members-at-large. Members-at~large shall be women who reside outside

the area of a local League. They shall pay annual dues of .

(N.B. Dues for members-at=-large should depend upon the service a:.state
League is able to give. §5.00 dues are the minimum recommended, a higher
figure if the member-at-large receives materials in addition to the .
State Voter.)




ARTICLE 1V
Local Leagues

Sec. 1. Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which have been so

recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2., Recognition of Local Leagues. When there is, in any community in

the state, a group of members of the League of Women Voters of the United States
which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as adopted at the national

Convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of

shall recommend to the national Board that recognition be granted., When such
recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of the

League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of

Sec. 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently fails to

live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League of Women

Voters of shall recommend to the national Board that

recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community in which

no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be organized

by the League of Women Voters of into a provisional

League until such time as they meet the recognition standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Sec. 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board of

Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, elected Directors
and not more than appointed Directors. (The appointed Directors shall

not exceed the elected Directors in number.) The elected Directors shall be
elected by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular
biennial Convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified,

The elected members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding

S




The term of office of

‘as they deem necessary to carry on the work of the League.

the appointed Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the

elected Directors.

(N.B. State Leagues may wish to vary the numbers of Directors according
to their individual needs. Seventeen members is the recommended maximum
for a Board of Directors. Experience has proved that a small board is

more closely knit and functions better
Another factor to be considered is the
ing which is a rightful charge against

as a unit than does a large board.
cost of attendance at Board Meet-
the state League budget and should

be provided in it. Small state Leagues may have as few as 3 elected and 3
appointed directors.)
No person shall be elected or appointed or shall

Sec. 2 Qualifications.

continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this organization (or Corporation)

unless she is a voting member of a local League of Women Voters in the state of

Sec, 3, Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors by reason

Vacancies.
of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected member shall
be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining members of

the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full charge of

the property and business of the organization (or corporation) with full power and
authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Con-
vention. The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the
program on state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall
accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States for the organization and development of local
Leagues for the carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of
finance programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including
transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate national budget. The
Board shall create and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least regular meet-

ings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each member
of the Board of Directors of all regular meetings by mailing to each member's last
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known post office address, at least two weeks before any such meeting, notice
thereof, giving the time and the place of the meeting. No action taken at any
regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the Board shall
be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the Board to re-
ceive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any notice
actually received.

Sec. 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special meetings of the

Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and
place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting, provided, however, that during a Convention the President may, or
upon the request of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the
Board by handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place
of said meeting.

Sec, 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in attendance at any Board meet-
ing shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide its action.

(N.B. Executive Committee. These Bylaws purposely do not provide for an

executive committee. Board planning should be of sufficiently long range

quality to take care of most matters which might arise. Should an

executive committee be desired, it might be well to write in that section a

provision that the interim action of the executive committee be presented to

the Board for approval at its next regular meeting.)
ARTICLE VI
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of the League

of Women Voters of shall be a President, a first Vice-

President, a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold
office until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their

successors have been elected and qualified,

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the

organization and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate someone to
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‘preside in her stead. She may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer,

sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of
all committees except the Nominating Committee. She shall have such usual powers
of supervision and management as may pertain to the office of the President and
perform such other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Sec, 3. The Vice=-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the order of their

rank, shall, in the event of absence, resignation, disability, or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office. In

the event that neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the Board:
of Directors shall elect one of their members to fill the vacancy. The Vice-
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Conventions

and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She
shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with
the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant shall

collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank or banks designated by the Board of Directors, and
shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual
report to the Convention or Council. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited
annually (optional: by a certified public accountant,) prior to the Convention in
Convention years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.
ARTICLE VII
Financial Administration
Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of

shall commence on the first of April of each year.




Sec, 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council for
adoption a budget for the ensuing year. This budget shall provide for the support
of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state League.
A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least two
months in advance of the Convention cor Council,

Sec. 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee which

shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of the Conven-
tion or Council. The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget Commit-
tee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman.

ARTICLE VIII

Convention

Sec, 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the League of

Women Voters of shall be held biennially. The time and

place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The Presi-
dent shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues
not less than four months prior to the opening date of the Coﬁvention fixed in

said call., Thereafter the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening

date of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first

call, A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presi-

dents of local Leagues at least two months before Convention.

Sec. 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates chosen by
the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Sec. 4 of this Article, the
presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of the League

of Women Voters of

Sec. 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall be a

voting member of a recognized local League in the state of . Each

delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending'in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting shall
not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is

qualified to vote.




Sec. 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters of the United

States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the state of

shall be entitled to one delegate for the first 15 voting members and one delegate
for every additional voting members or major fraction thereof belonging
to said local League on January lst of said year. The record in the state office of
paid up voting members shall determine the official membership count for this purpose.
(N.B. Number and size of Leagues in a state as well as the limit on the
number in the delegate body will determine the basis of representation
for a state Convention. Each state League must decide what constitutes

equitable representation for the local Leagues within its own state.)

Sec. 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and authorize

action a program, shall elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget for
ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.

Sec. 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the delegates regic-

tered at the Convention provided that not less than ay local Leagues are repre-

sented.

(N.B, Biennial Conventions with state Council meetings in the intervening
years is suggested as the best practice for most state Leagues. It is
suggested that states which consider an annual Convention better than one
meeting every two years, make provision that elections take place every two
years specifying that it be the even-or-odd-numbered years or that half the
Board members be elected in even-numbered years and half in odd~numbered yeara
in order that all Board members have two-year terms.)

ARTICLE 17

Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1, Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of five

members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chairman and
two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be elected by
the Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the current Nominat-
ing Committee. Farther nominations may be made from the floor of the Convention.
The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the nominating committee

by reason of death, resignation or disqualification shall be filled by the Board




of Directors. The President of the League of Women Voters of

shall send the name and address of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to the
president of each recognized local League. It shall be the duty of the chairman of
the Nominating Committee to request through the president of each local League
suggestions for nominations for the offices to be filled.

(N.B, If a Nominating Committee is appointed soon after the Convention

it gives the members two years to observe the abilities of members whom

they meet. It is particularly helpful for the members of the Nominating

Committee to be delegates to the Council the following year.)

Sec. 2. Sugpestions by Local Leagues. Suggestions for nominations by local

Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local League to the
chairman of the Nominating Committee at least three months before the Convention.
Any member may send suggestions to the chairman of the Nominating Committee.

Sec. 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor. The re-

port of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directorsland

the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent
to local Leagues two monthé}before date of the Convention, The report of the Nom-
inating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the

Convention., Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations

may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention provided that the consent )
A\

of the nominee shall have been secured.

Sec. 4. The election shall be in the charge of an Election Committee appointed
by the President on the first day of the Convention, The election shall be by
ballot, except that when there is but one nominee for each office it shall be in
order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for every candidate. A majority
vote of those present and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE X
Program

Sec. 1. The governmental principles adopted by the national Convention, and

supported by League as a whole, constitute the authorization for the adoption of

Program.




2. The Program of the League of Women Voters of shall consist

of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined:

a)

Sec.

cedures:

a)

The Current Agenda shall consist of such current state governmental issues
as the Convention shall choose for.concerted action,

Continuing Responsibilities shall be those positions on state governmental
issues to which the League of Women Voters of | _has given sustained
attention, and on which it may continue to act.

3, The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the following pro-

The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have been

sent in by the local Leagues Boards three months prior to the Convention

aqd shall formulate a proposed Program. Such proposed Program shall be
submitted by the Board to the local League Boards at least two months prior
to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League Boards and
received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks before the opening
of the Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to the Convention
at which time the Board may modify the proposed Program.

Changes made under "b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which they are proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for adoption
of subjects in the proposed Program as presented to the Convention by the
Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Program submitted for consideration to but

not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Convention,

provided that (1) the Convention shall order consideration by a majority

vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be taken on the
game days as the order for consideration; and (3) the Convention adopts

the change by a two-thirds vote.
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(N.B. Those states having one day Conventions should substitute "at the same
session' for "on the same day" in Section 3e (2).)

Sec. 4, Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of Women

Voters of only when authorized to do so by the proper Board of

Directors.

Sec. 5. Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state

governmental matters when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League of

Women Voters of

ARTICLE XI
Council
Sec, 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Presidents of
local Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League, and the Board of

Directors of the League of Women Voters of

Sec, 2 Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council shall

be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months after

the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be determined
by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to the
presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Sec. 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall consider program,

methods of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is
authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emergency, pro-
vided that notice of proposed modifications of the program shall have been sent

to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of the
meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the members
of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification.

The Council shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact such

other business as shall be presented by the Board.




4, Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten members other

than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Sec, 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting before

the date on which names of delegates must be sent to the national office shall
elect delegates to that Convention in the number allowed the League of Women Vot-

s of under the provisions of the Bylaws of the

League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect delegates to

the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United States at

its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting in the number allowed the

League of Women Voters of under the provisions of the

Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

(N.B. It would be assumed the President of the state League would be

one of the delegates to both the Convention and Council, and the Bylaws

might so state. The machinery, however devised, for having the local

Leagues in any state elect the other delegate is cumbersome so the

practical and representative way, as well, is to have the election by the
Board of Directors. If the state Convention were held before the National
Convention, the delegates could be nominated by the state Board and elected by

Convention.)
ARTICLE XIII
Parliamentary Authority

Sec, 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules

of Order Revised shall govern the organization (or corporation) in all cases to
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these
Bylaws.
ARTICLE X1V
Amendment 8
Sec. 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by any

League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of
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Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amend-
ments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least
two months prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board

of Directors. The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of

their respective Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League

president to give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall
not invalidate amendments to the Bylaws which may be adopted by a two-thirds

vote at any Convention,




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn.
March 1961 030961 DCC

BYLAW CHANGES

The following revisions in the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
are proposed by the state Board.

Proposed new material is underlined; old material to be deleted is in parenthesis.

Article VIII Convention

Section 1. Place, date, call and notification. A convention of the lLeague
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd-numbered years
not later than the thirty~-first of May. The exact time and place of the Convention
shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send a first
call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than four
(three) months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter
the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention
not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final call for
the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues
at least two months (thirty days) before the Convention.

Article IX Nominations and Elections

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues two months (one month) before date of the Convention. The
report of the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the
first day of the Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this
report, nominations may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention,
provided that the consent of the nominee shall have been secured.




Article X, as proposed, appears in full. It differs only slightly from the old
article. The major change is in the new Section 3, which combines 8Sections 3 and
L, of our present bylaws.

Article X Program

Section 1. The governmental principles adopted by the National Convention,
and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authorization for the
adoption of Program.

Section 2. The Program of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined:

a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current state governmental
issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.

b) Continuing Responsibilities shall be those positions on state governmental
issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota has given sustained
attention, and on which it may continue to act.

Section 3. The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the following
procedures:

a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have been
sent in by the local League Boards three months prior to the Convention
and shall formulate a proposed Program. Such proposed Program shall be
submitted by the Board to the local League Boards at least two months

prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League boards
and received by the Board of Directors at least one month before the
opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board. The Board
Shall present the final proposed Program to the Convention.

Changes made under "'b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the
same day on which they are proposed.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of subjects in the proposed Program as presented to the
Convention by the Board of Directors.

Further changes in the proposed Program submitted for consideration
to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the
Convention, provided that 1) the Convention shall order consideration
by a majority vote; 2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be
taken on the same day as the order for consideration; and 3) the
Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote.

Section 4. Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 5., Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota.
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ARTICIE I.

Section I. The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

ARTICIE II,
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government.

Section 2, Policy. The League may take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the principles of
the League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose
any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III.
Membership

Section 1. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
be composed of the local Leagues, which have been recognized by the League of Women
Voters of the United States, and members-at-large of the League of Women Voters of
the United States residing within Minnesota.

Section 2, Members-at-large. Members-at-large shall be members who
reside outside the area of a local League. They shall pay annual dues of Five
Dollars ( ‘.55 . 00) .

ARTICLIE IV,
Local Ieagues

]
Section 1. Local lLeagues., Local Leagues are those Leagues which have
been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 2. Recognition of Local leagues. When there is, in any community
in the state, a group which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be granted.
When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of
the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota.

Section 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently
fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recommend to the National Board that recognition
be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States.
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Section 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may
be organized into a provisional League until such time as they meet the recognition
standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V,
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of the
League of lomen Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice-President,
a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their
successors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate some-
one to.preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes.

She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating Commit-
tee. She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain
to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be designated
by the Board.

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the order
of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resignation or death of
the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office.

In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Section 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Con-
ventions and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors.
She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with
the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant
shall bill and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall present periodic
statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual report, including a
report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Convention
years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

ARTICIE VI,
Board of Directors

Section 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board
of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors
and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected
by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Cenvention or until their successors have been elected and qualified. The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League. The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Directors.
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Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she
is a voting member of a League of Women Voters in the State of Minnesota. The
absence of a member of the Board from three consecutive meetings without notice
may be regarded as a resignation from the Board,

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors
by reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board
of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and author-
ity to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention.
The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the program on
state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall accept respon-
sibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
of the United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for
the carrying out of program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance pro-
grams requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including transmission
of funds adequate to support the national budget. The Board shall create and desig-
nate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually, The President shall notify each of
the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such meeting. No action
taken at any regular board meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of the
Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Board to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received.

Section 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special meetings of
the Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request
of five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notified of the time
and place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting. At the time of a Convention the President may, and upon the request
of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by handing
the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place of said meeting.

Section 7. Quorum. Nine members of the Board of Directors shall consti-
tute a quorum.

Section 8. Executive Committee. The Board of Directors shall designate
six of its members to constitute an Executive Committee to transact business in
the interim between Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done contrary
to the policy adopted at the Convention or to any action of the Board. The action
of the Executive Committee must be reported to the Board of Directors at its next
regular meeting.

ARTICLE VII.
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.
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Section 2. DBudget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council
for adoption a budget for the current year. This budget shall provide for the
support of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state
League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least
three months in advance of the Convention or Council.

Section 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee
which shall be appointed for that purpose at least six months in advance of the
Convention or Council. The Budget Committee shall present its proposed budget and
explanation to the state Board four months in advance of Convention or Council. The
Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget Committee but shall not be
eligible to serve as chairman,

Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund. All moneys, securities, and
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may

receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be expended
(except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be invested and
the income from the same to be used for any of the League?s purposes, shall form
part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund.” This fund shall be
invested or deposited in a bank as designated by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.
CONVENT ION

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially in the odd-numbered
years not later than the thirty-first of May. The exact time and place of the

Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send
a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues not less than
four months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call., Thereafter

the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the Convention
not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final call for
the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues

at least two months before the Convention.

Section 2. (Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members of the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this Article,
the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of the
league of Women Voters of Minnesota. Observers will be permitted but may not vote.

Section 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall
be a voting member of a recognized local League in the state of Minnesota. Each
delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though the
delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting
shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge of whether a
delegate is qualified to vote.

Section 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters
of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the State
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up through the first twenty-
five voting members and one delegate for every twenty-five (25) additional voting
members or major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of
said year. The record in the state office of paid-up voting members shall determine
the official membership count for this purpose.
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Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and
authorize for action a program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget
for the current year, and shall transact such other business as may be presented.
A majority vote of the convention shall be required for any such action except as
provided in Article X, Section 3. '

Section 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than thirty
delegates plus a majority of the Board of Directors.

ARTICIE IX.
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist
of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chair-
man and two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be
elected by the Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made from the floor of
the Convention. The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board
of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the nominat-
ing committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the
League of Wemen Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman
of the Nominating Committee to the president of each recognized local League. It
shall be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through
the president of each local League suggestions for nominations for the offices to
be filled .

Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations may
be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the chairman
of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention,

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local lLeagues two months before date of the Convention. The report of the
Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention., Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations
may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention, provided that the consent
of the nominee shall have been secured.

Section 4. Election. The election shall be in charge of an Election
Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the convention. The
election shall be by ballot, except:

(a) When there is but one nominee for each office, it shall be in order
to move that the Secretary cast a ballot for the entire slate;

(b) When there is more than one nominee for some but not all of the
offices, the following motions shall be in order:

(1) For each office for which there is more than one nominee, the
election shall be by ballot;

(2) For the remainder of the slate, i.e., for all offices for which
there is but one nominee, the Secretary may cast a ballot for
such offices.

A majority of those present and qualified to vote and voting shall constitute an
election.




ARTICLE X.
Program

Section 1. Authorization. The governmental principles adopted by the
National Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute the
authorization for the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Definition. The Program of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as here-
inafter defined:

(a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current state governmental
issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.

(b) Continuing Responsibilities shall be those positions on state govern-
mental issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota has
given sustained attention, and on which it may continue to act.

Section 3. Procedure. The Convention shall act upon the Program, using
the following procedures:

(a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have
been sent in from the local Leagues three months prior to the Con-
vention and shall formulate a proposed Program., Such proposed
Program shall be submitted by the Board to the local League Boards
at least two months prior to the Convention.

Recommendations. for changes submitted in writing from local Leagues
and received by the Board of Directors at least one month before the
opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board. The
Board shall present the final proposed Program to the Convention.

Such final proposed Program may not be voted on by the Convention
on the same day on which it is presented.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of each item in the final proposed Program as presented to
the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Such changes in the proposed Program as were submitted for consid-
eration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made
by the Convention, provided that 1) the Convention shall order
consideration by a majority vote; 2) the vote on the proposed change
shall not be taken on the same day as the order for consideration;
and 3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a two-thirds vote.

Section 4. Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section 5. Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota.




ARTICLE XI.
Council

Section 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Section 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council
shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve months
after the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guidance
to Board on Program and methods of work as submitted by the Board of Directors.

The Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an
emergency; provided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall have
been sent to the presidents of the local Ieagues at least two months in advance of
the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the
members of the Council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modifi-
cation, The Council shall adopt a budget for the current year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty
members other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a
Council Meeting.

ARTICIE XII,.
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting
before the date on which the names of delegates must be sent to the national office,
shall elect delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota under the provisions of the bylaws of the League of Women Voters
of the United States.

Section 2. National Council., The Board of Directors shall elect two
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United
States at its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting.

ARTICIE XIIT,
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they
are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws.

ARTICIE XIV.
Amendment s

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by any
League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amendments
shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local lLeagues at least two months
prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of Directors.
The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their respective
Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League president to give
such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not invalidate
amendments to the Bylaws. Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote at any
Convention and shall become effective immediately upon adoption unless otherwise
provided.
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ARTICLE XV

Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1, Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in
Roberts Rules of Order (revised) shall govern the corporation
in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are
not inconsistent with these Bylaws. ’

ARTICLE XVI

Amendments

Sec. 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws mayv be

proposed by any League board, provided such proposed changes
shall be submitted to the Board of Directors at least five months
prior to a Convention. All such proposed amendments shall be
sent by the Board to the presidents of all Leagues at least two
and a half months prior to a Convention together with the rec-
ommendation of the Board. The presidents of all Leagues shall
notify the members of their respective Leagues of the proposed
amendments. The failure of a League president to give such
notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not
invalidate amendments to the Bylaws which may be adopted by
a two-thirds vote at any Convention. )
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OF THE
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Laws for the District of Columbia, do hereby certify as follows:

Filed: September 24, 1923
Recorded: Liber 39, folio 146
District of Columbia

D fe e % -
(ém--/f/ reale 0/ R/J nax-eﬁ(: valiore
As Amended May 3, 1946

We, the undersigned, all citizens of the United States and a majority of whom are residents of the District of Columbia, desiring to form
a body politic and corporate for the purposes herein set forth, under the provisions of Sub Chapter Three of Chapter Eighteen of the Code of

1. The name of this corporation shall be League of Women Voters of the United States.

2. The term of existence of this corporation shall be perpetual.

3. The business and objects of the corporation shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation
of citizens in government; to render such other services in the interest of education in citizenship as may be possible; and to do
every act appropriate or necessary to carry out any of the foregoing objects.

The corporation shall not support or oppose any political party or candidate.

4. The number of its managers who shall direct its affairs for the first year of its existence shall be thirteen.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands, this 15th day of September, A. D. 1923, in the city of Washington, D. C.

MAUD WOOD PARK,
ELIZABETH EASTMAN,
LAURA C. WILLIAMS.

BYLAWS

As Adopted by the Seventeenth Convention, May 1, 1946

and as amended by the

Eighteenth Convention, April 30, 1948
Nineteenth Convenlion, April 24,-1950

Twentieth Convention, April 28, 1952

ARTICLE 1
Name and Office

Sec. 1. Name. The name of this corporation shall be League
of Women Voters of the United States.

See. 2. Principal Office. The principal office of the League
shall be in the City of Washington, D. C., or at such other place
either within or without the District of Columbia as the Board
of Directors shall fix.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy

Sec. 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall be to promote political re-
sponsibility through informed and active participation of citi-
zens in government.

Sec. 2. Policy. The League may take action on govern-
mental measures and policies in the public interest. It shall not
support or oppose any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III
Membership

See. 1. How Composed. Any person who subscribes to the
purpose and policy of the League shall be eligible for member-
ship. The membership of the League shall be composed of
voting members, associate members and members-at-large.

Sec. 2. Types of Membership.

(a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age

who are members of recognized local Leagues.

(b) Associate members shall be all other members of recog-
nized local Leagues.

(¢) Members-at-large shall be members who reside outside
the area of a local League.

(d) Members-at-large shall pay annual dues to the state
League of the state in which they reside if one has been
recognized. Otherwise such members shall pay annual
dues of $5.00 to the national Treasurer.

Twenty-first Convention, April 26, 1954
Twenty-second Convention, April 30, 1956

Twenty-fourth Convention, April 29, 1960

ARTICLE 1V
Local Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Members shall be organized into local
Leagues in order to promote the purpose of the League of
Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Recognition. Local Leagues shall be organized in con-
formity with recognition standards formulated by the Board of
Directors and adopted by the Convention. Only one local
League in each community as defined by the Board of Directors
shall be recognized by the Board.

ARTICLE V
State and Territorial Leagues

See. 1. Purpose. Local Leagues shall be organized into state
and territorial Leagues in order to take action on state and
territorial governmental matters and in order to promote the
work of the League of Women Voters as a whole.

Sec. 2. How Composed. A state or territorial League shall
be composed of all local Leagues within that state or territory.

Sec. 8. Recognition. State and territorial Leagues shall be
organized in conformity with recognition standards formulated
by the Board of Directors and adopted by the Convention.

Sec. 4. Responsibility. A state or territorial League shall ac-
cept the responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors
for: (a) the organization and development of local Leagues;
(b) the promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole; and (c¢)
the transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate
national budget.

ARTICLE VI
Withdrawal of Recognition

Sec. 1. Procedure. The Board of Directors may withdraw
recognition from any state, territorial or local League for recur-
rent failure to conform to the recognition standards applicable
to the League concerned. Recognition shall be withdrawn only
after investigation of the situation by the Board and such action



shall require a three-fourths vote of the Board. Withdrawal of
recognition shall become effective immediately upon decision by
the Board. The League from which recognition has been with-
drawn shall have an opportunity to be heard by a committee of
the Board of Directors.

Sec. 2, Disposition of Funds. All funds held by state or ter-
ritorial Leagues from which recognition has been withdrawn
shall be paid to the League of Women Voters of the United
States. All funds held by a local League from which rec-
ognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the League of
Women Voters of the state or territory in which the local
League was organized. If there is no state or territorial
League, the funds shall be paid to the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

Sec. 8. Appeal. The state, territorial, or local League from
which the Board has voted to withdraw recognition may, by
written request signed by a majority of the members of its
board, appeal from the Board’s decision to the next Convention.
The Convention may by a majority vote decide to hear the ap-
peal. If it decides to hear the appeal, the Convention shall
establish its own procedure for such a hearing. Convention
decision on the appeal shall be by majority vote.

ARTICLE VII
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be a
President, a first Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a
Secretary, and a Treasurer. These officers shall be elected by
the Convention and shall hold office until the close of the next
regular biennial Convention or until their successors have been
elected and qualified.

Sec. 2, The President. The President shall preside at all
meetings of the organization and of the Board of Directors
unless she shall designate some one to preside in her stead. She
may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer, sign or en-
dorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a mem-
ber of all committees except the nominating committee. She
shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as
may pertain to the office of the President and perform such
other dulies as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 8. The Vice-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability,
resignation, or death of the President, possess all the powers
and perform all the duties of that office. In the event that
neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its elected members to fill
the vacancy. The Vice-Presidents shall perform such other
duties as the President and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of
the Conventions and Councils of the League and of the meetings
of the Board of Directors. She shall notify all officers and di-
rectors of their election. She shall sign, with the President, all
contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the
Board, and shall perform such other duties as may be incident
to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant, shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be
the custodian of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank or
hanks, designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings
and an annual report to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited annually by a certified publie
accountant.

Sec. 6. Transfers of Property. Any two of the following of-
ficers, the President, the Vice-Presidents, and the Treasurer,
shall have authority to assign, endorse, transfer and deliver, in
the name and in behalf of the League of Women Voters of the
United States, any certificate of stock, bond, note, or other
security or property belonging to the League. The Secretary
and the Treasurer shall each have authority to affix and attest
the seal of the League to any agreement, assignment, or other
document executed by any officer of the League pursuant to
authority granted by these Bylaws or by action of the Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII
Board of Directors

Sec. 1. Number, Selection and Term of Office. The Board of
Directors shall consist of the officers of the League, six elected
directors and not more than six appointed directors. The
elected directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall

serve until the close of the next regular biennial Convention or
until their successors have been eclected and qualified. The
elected members shall appoint such additional directors, not
exceeding six, as they deem necessary to carry on the work of
the League. The terms of office of the appointed directors shall
expire concurrently with the terms of office of the elected
directors.

Sec. 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or ap-
pointed or shall continue to serve as an officer or director of
this corporation unless she is a voting member of the League
of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification
of an officer, or elected director other than the president, may be
filled until the next Convention by a majority vote of the re-
maining members of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Powers. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation, with
full power and authority to manage and conduct the same, sub-
jeet to the instructions of the Convention. Upon recognition
of a state or territorial League, the Board of Directors is au-
thorized to delegate and shall delegate to such state or terri-
torial League the power to promote the work of the League of
Women Voters within that state or territory. The Board shall
create and designate such special committees as it may deem
necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least three regu-
lar meetings of the Board of Directors annually which may be
held at any time at the call of the President. The President
shall notify each member of the Board of Directors of all regu-
lar meetings by mailing notice thereof to each member’s last
known post office address, at least one month before any such
meeting, giving the time and the place of the meeting. No
action taken at any regular Board meeting attended by three-
fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated be-
cause of the failure of any member or members of the Board
to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregu-
larity in any notice actually received.

Sec. 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special
meetings of the Board of Directors and shall call a special meet-
ing upon the written request of five members of the Board.
Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and place
of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days
prior to such meeting, provided, however, that during a Con-
vention the President may, or upon the request of five members
of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time
and place of said meeting.

See. 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE IX
Convention

Sec. 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be held
biennially. The time and place of the Convention shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors, The President shall send a
first call for the Convention to the presidents of local, state and
territorial Leagues not less than eight months prior to the open-
ing date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date
of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed
in the first call. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by
the President to the presidents of local, state and territorial
Leagues.

Sec, 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of: (a) the
delegates chosen by the members through the local Leagues, as
provided in Section 4 of this Article; (b) three delegates chosen
by the board of each state League and of each territorial
League; and (¢) the members of the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 8. Qualifications of Delegates; Voting Procedures. Fach
delegate shall be a voting member of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. Each delegate shall be entitled
to one vote only at the Convention even though the delegate
may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy
voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole
judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote,

Sec. 4. Representation.  The members of the League of
Women Voters of the United States who are organized into
local Leagues shall be entitled to voting representation in the
Convention as follows: The members of each local League shall
be entitled to one delegate who shall be chosen by the members
through the local League; the members of each local League

having more than 100 members shall be entitled to one addi-
tional delegate for each additional 100 members or major frac-
tion (50 or more) thereof. The records in the national office
of paid voting members on January 1 of the year in which the
Convention is held shall determine the official membership count
for this purpose.

Sec. 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall con-
sider and authorize for action a program, shall elect officers and
directors, shall adopt a budget for the ensuing vear, and shall
transact such other business as may be presented.

Sec. 6. Quorum. Twenty-five voting delegates, other than the
Board of Directors, shall constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion of business at the Convention.

ARTICLE X
Council

Sec. 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of: (a)
two delegates chosen by the board of each state and territorial
League; (b) two delegates chosen by the League of Women
Voters of the District of Columbia; (¢) one delegate chosen by
the local Leagues in each state or territory where there is no
recognized state or territorial League; and (d) the members
of the Board of Directors.

See. 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the
Council shall be held in the interim year between Conventions,
approximately twelve months after the preceding Convention.
The time and place of the meeting shall be determined by the
Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President
to the presidents of the local Leagues and to state and ter-
ritorial Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Sec. 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guid-
ance to the Board on program, methods of work, and budget as
submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is authorized
to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emer-
geney; provided that notice of proposed modifications of the
program shall have been sent to the presidents of the local
Leagues, state and territorial Leagues at least two months in
advance of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a
two-thirds vote of the members of the Council present and vot-
ing shall be required to adopt the modification. The Council
shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Sec. 4. Quorum, A quorum shall consist of not less than ten
members, other than the Board of Directors, for the transaction
of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XI

Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The nominating committee
shall consist of five members, two of whom shall be members
of the national Board. The chairman and two members, who
shall not be national Board members, shall be elected by the
Convention, Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current nominating committee, Further nominations may be
made from the floor of the Convention. The other members of
the committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention., Any vacancy on the nomi-
nating committee shall be filled by appointment by the Board
of Directors. The President of the League shall send the name
and address of the chairman of the nominating committee to
the president of each state, territorial and local League.

Sec. 2. Suggestions for Nominations, The chairman of the
nominating committee shall request, through the president of
each state, territorial and local League, suggestions for nomi-
nations for offices to be filled. Any member may send sugges-
tions to the chairman of the nominating committee.

See. 8. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations
from Floor. The report of the nominating committee of its
nominations for officers, directors and the chairman and two
members of the succeeding nominating committee shall be sent
to local, state and territorial Leagues two months before date
of the Convention. 'The report of the nominating committee
shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this
report, nominations may be made from the floor by any mem-
ber of the Convention provided that the consent of the nominee
shall have been secured.

See. 4. Flection. The election shall be in the charge of an
clection committee appointed by the President on the first day
of the Convention. ‘The election shall be by ballot. A majority
vote of those present and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE XII
Principles

Sec. 1. The Principles shall consist of governmental measures
and policies, supported by the League as a whole. The Prin-
ciples shall constitute the authorization for adoption of national,
state, territorial and local Current Agendas.

See. 2. The Principles may be amended by the Convention by
the same procedures as those hereinafter provided in the Pro-
gram Article.  (Subsections a, b, ¢, d, e, f of Sec. 2, Article
XIIL)

ARTICLE XIII

Program

Sec. 1. The Program of the League of Women Voters shall
consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as
hereinafter defined.

(a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current gov-
ernmental issues as the Convention shall choose for con-
certed action.

() The Continuing Responsibilities shall consist of positions
on national issues to which the League has given sus-
tained attention and on which it may continue to act.

Sece. 2, The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the
following procedures:

(a) The local, state or territorial League boards may make
recommendations for a Program, provided such Program
recommendations shall have been sent to the Board of
Directors at least five months prior to the Convention.

(h) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommenda-
tions and submit its proposals for the Program to the
local, state and territorial League boards at least two
and a half months prior to the Convention.

(e) The local, state or territorial League boards may then
submit recommendations for changes, provided they are
received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks
before the opening of the Convention.

(d) The recommendations shall be considered by the Board
prior to the Convention at which time the Board may
change its previous proposals.

(e) A majority vote of the Convention shall be required for
adoption of the Program proposed by the Board of
Directors.

(f) Any recommendations for the Program submitted to the
Board of Directors at least five months before Conven-
tion, but not proposed by the Board, may be considered
by the Convention, provided that a majority vote shall
be required for consideration, and on a following day a
two-thirds vote shall be required for adoption,

Sec. 3. Member Action. Members may act in the name of
the League of Women Voters of the United States only when
authorized to do so by the proper board.

Sec. 4. State, Territorial, and Local League Action. State
Leagues, territorial Leagues and local Leagues may act only
in conformity with, or not contrary to, the position taken by
the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XIV

Financial Administration

Sec. 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall commence on the first day of
April of each year.

See, 2. Financial Support. Financial responsibility for the
work of the League of Women Voters as a whole shall be as-
sumed annually by the local Leagues.

Sec. 3. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event
of a dissolution, for any cause, of the League of Women Voters
of the United States, all moneys, securities, and property, of
whatsoever nature, whether real, personal, or mixed, which the
League of Women Voters of the United States has received or
acquired by gift, bequest, devise, or otherwise, as well as all
unexpended income from said moneys or property, and any
other funds, moneys, securities, and property of whatsoever
nature whether real, personal, or mixed, which may at the time
be owned by or under the absolute control of the League of
Women Voters of the United States shall be disposed of by any
officer or employee of the corporation having possession of
same, to such person, organization, or corporation, for such
publie, charitable, or educational uses and purposes as may be
designated by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States; the designation of person, organi-
zation, or corporation and of use and purpose to be in the
absolute discretion of said Board.
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STANDARD BYLAWS FOR A STATE LEAGUE
ARTICLE I
Sec. 1. The name of this organization (or corporation) shall be the League

of Women Voters of . This state League is an integral part
(state)
of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and’ Policy

Sec, 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of

shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participa-
tion of citizens in government.

Sec., 2. Policy. The League may take action on state governmental measures and
policies in the public interest in conformity with the Principles of the League of
Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or oppose any political
party or candidate.

ARTICLE III
Membership

Sec, 1. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of

(State)
shall be composed of members of the League of Women Voters of the United States

who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues within the state, and of members-at-

large of the League of Women Voters of the United States residing within

(State)
Sec. 2. Types of Membership.

a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age who are
enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

b) Associate members shall be all other members who are enrolled
in recognized local Leagues.

¢) Members-at-large shall be members who reside outside the area of
and are not enrolled in a recognized local League. They shall pay

annual dues of




(N.B, Dues for members-at-large should depend upon the service a state League
is able to give. $5.00 dues are the minimum recommended, a higher figure if the
member-at-large receives materials in addition to the State Voter.)

ARTICLE IV

Local Leagues

Sec. 1, Local Leagues, Local Leagues are those Leagues which have been so

recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Recognition of Local Leagues. When there is, in any community in

the state, a group of members of the League of Women Voters of the United States
which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as adopted at the national

Convention, the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of

shall recommend to the national Board that recognition be granted. When such
recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of the

League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters of

.

Sec. 3. Withdrawl of Recognition. When a local League recurrently fails to

live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the League of Women

Voters of shall recommend to the national Board that recognition

be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors of the League of

Women Voters of the United States,

Sec. 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community in which

no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may be organized

by the League of Women Voters of into a provisional

League until such time as they meet the recognition standards for local Leagues.
ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Sec. 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board of Directors

shall consist of the Officers of the League, elected Directors and not more
than ' appointed Directors. (The appointed Directors shall not exceed the

elécted Directors in number.) The elected Directors shall be elected by the
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Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Conventiun or until their successors have been elected and qualified. The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding , as they
deem necessary to carry on the work of the League., The term of office of the
appointed Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the
elected Directors.

(N.B. State Leagues may wish to vary the numbers of Directors according

to their individual needs. Seventeen members is the recommended maximum

for a Board of Directors. Experience has proved that a small Board is

more closely knit and functions better as a unit than does a large Board.

Another factor to be considered is the cost of attendance at Board meeting

which is a rightful charge against the state League budget and should be

provided in it. ©Small state Leagues may have as few as 3 elected and 3

appointed Directors.)

Sec, 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall

continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this organization (or corporation)
unless She is a voting member enrolled in a local League of Women Voters in the

state of

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy other than the Presidency occurring in the

Board of Directors by reason of the resignation, death, or disqualification of

an Officer or elected member shall be filled, until the next Convention, by a
majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Directors.

Sec., 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full charge of

the property and business of the organization (or 'corporation) with full power and
authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Con-
vention. The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the
Program on state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall
accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of the United States for the organization and development of local
Leagues for the carrying out of Program and for promotion in the local Leagues of
finance programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including
transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate national budget. The Board
shall create and designate such special committees as it iay deem necessary.
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Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least regular meetings

of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each member of
the Board of Directors of all regular meetings by mailing to each aember's last
known post office address, at least two weeks before any such meeting, notice
thereqf, giving the time and the place of the meeting.” No action taken at any
regular Board aceting attended by three-fourths of the members of the Board
shall belinvalidated because of the failure of any member or members of the
Board to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregularity in any
notice actually received.

Sec. 6. Sbecial Meetings. The President may call special meetings of the

Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written request

of five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notified of the

time and place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days
prior to such'méeting, pfovided, however, that during a Convention the President
may, or upon the request of five members of the Board shall, call a special meet-
ing of the Board by handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time

and placé of said meeting.

Sec, 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in attendance at any Board

meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide its actionm.

(N.B. Executive Committee. These Bylaws purposely do not provide for
an executive committee. Board planning should be of sufficiently long
range quality to take care of most matters which might arise. Should
an executive committee be desired, it might be well to write in that
section a provision that the interim action of the executive committee
be presented to the Board for approval at its next regular meeting.)

ARTICLE VI

Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of the League of

Women ‘Voters of shall be a President, a first Vice President,
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a second Vice-Presidant, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their

successors have been elected and qualified.

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the

organization and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate someone to
preside in her stead. She may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer,
sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of

all committees except the Nominating Committee. She shall have such usual powers

of supervision and management as may pertain to the office of the President and

perform such other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 3. The Vice-President, The two Vice-Presidents, in the order of their

rank, shall, in the event of absence, resignation, disability, or death of the
President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of that office. In

the event that neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the Board

of Directors shall elect one of their members to fill the vacancy. The Vice-
Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Conventions

and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She
shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She shall sign with

the President, all contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the Board,
and shall perform such other functions as may be incident to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed assistant shall

collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian of these moneys,
shall deposit them in a bank or banks designated by the Board of Directors, and
shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual
report to the Convention or Council. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited
annually (optional: by a certified public accountant,) prior to the Convention in

Convention years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.
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ARTICLE VII
Financial Administration
Sec. 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters of

shall commence on the first of April of each year.

Sec.. 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or Council for
adoption a budget for the ensuing year., This budget shall pfovide for the support
of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the state League.
A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president at least two
months in advance of the Convention or Council,

Sec, 3, Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a committee which

shall be appointed for that purpose at least four months in advance of the Con~-

vention or Council, The Treasurer shall be ex-officio a member of the Budget Com-

mittee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman.
ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Sec, 1, Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the League of

Women Voters of shall be held biennially. The time and

place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The Presi-
dent shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues
not less than four months prior to the opening date of the Convention fixed in
said call. Thereafter the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening
date of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first
call. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presi-
dents of local Leagues at least two months before Convention.

Sec. 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates chosen by
the members enrolled in the local Leagues, as provided in Sec. 4 of this Article,
the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of Directors of the

League of Women Voters of




Sec, 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall be a

voting member enrolled in a recognized local League in the state of

Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention even though
the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy vot-
ing shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be tﬁe sole judge of whether a
delegate is qualified to vote.

Sec. 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters of the

United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the state of

shall be entitled to one delegate for the first 15 voting

members and one delegate for every additional voting members or

major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst of said year.
The record in the state office of paid voting members shall determine the offi-
cial membership count for this purpose.

(N.B. Number and size of Leagues in a state as well as the limit on

the number in the delegate body will determine the basis of representa-

tion for a state Convention. Each state League must decide what con-

stitutes equitable representation for the local Leagues within its
own state.)

Sec. 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider and

authorize for action a Program, shall elect officers and directors, shall adopt
a budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may be
presented.

Sec., 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the delegates

registered at the Convention provided that not less than local

Leagues are represented.

(N.B. Biennial Conventions with state Council meetings in the inter-
vening years is suggested as the best practice for most state Leagues.
It is suggested that states which consider an annual Convention better
than one meeting every two years, make provision that elections take
place every two years specifying that it be the even=-or-odd-numbered
years or that half the Board members be elected in even-numbered years
and half in odd-numbered years in order that all Board members have two-
year terms.)




ARTICLE IX

Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of five

members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chairman and
two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors, shall be elected
by the Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the current
Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made from the floor of the
Convention. The other members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Board

of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the Nomin-
- ating Committee by reason of death, resignation or disqualification shall be
filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women Voters

of shall send the name and address of the chairman of the Nominating

Committee to the president of each recognized local League. It shall be the
duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request through the president
of each local League suggestions for nominations for the offices to be filled.
(N.B. If a Nominating Committee is appointed soon after the Convention
it gives the members two years to observe the abilities of members whom
they meet. It is particularly helpful for the members of the Nominating
Committee to be delegates to the Council the following year.)

Sec. 2. Suggestions by Local Leagues. Suggestions for nominations by local

Leagues shall be sent by the president or secretary of such local League to the
chairman of the Nominating Committee at least three months before the Convention.
Any member may send suggestions to the chairman of the Nominating Committee.

Sec. 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor. The re-

port of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors and
the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent

to local Leagues two months before date of the Convention. The report of the

Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of

the Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this report,




nominations may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention provided
that the consent of the nominee shall have been secured.

Sec. 4. The election shall be in the charge of an Election Committee appointed
by the President on the first day of the Convention. The election shall be by
ballot, except that when there is but one nominee for each office it shall be in
order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for every candidate. A majority
vote of those present and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE X
Program

Sec, 1. The governmental principles adopted by the national Canvention, and

supported by the League as a whole, constitute the authorization for the adoption

of Program.

Sec. 2. The Program of the League of Women Voters of shall consist

of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as hereinafter defined:

a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current state governmental issues
as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.

Continuing Responsibilities shall be those positions on state governmental
issues to which the Lcague of Womkn Voters of has given sus-
tained attention, and on which dt may continue to act.

Sec. 3. The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the following pro-

cedures:

a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations which have been
sent in by the local League Boards three months prior to the Convention
and shall formulate a proposed Program. Such proposed Program shall be
submitted by the Board to the local League Boards at least two months
prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing by local League Boards
and received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks before the
cpeaing. of the Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to the

Convention at which time the Board may modify the proposed Program.
it s T




Changes made under 'b" may not be voted on by the Convention on the same
day on which they are proposed.
A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for adoption
of subjects in the proposed Program as presented to the Convention by the
Board of Directors.
Further changes in the proposed Program submitted for consideration to but
not recommended by the Board of Directors may be made by the Caonvention,
provided that (1) the Convention shall order consideretion by a majority
vote; (2) the vote on the proposed change shall not be taken on the
same day as the order for consideration; and (3) the Convention adopte
the change by a vote.
(N.B. State Leagues may adopt a three-fifths vote for not recommended items
in conformity with national Bylaws or choose another figure better adapted to
thely state situation, Those states having one day Conventions should substitute

"at the same session' for "on the same day' in Secfion 3e (2).)

Sec, 4, Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League of Women

Voters of only when authorized to do so by the proper Board of Directors.

Sec. 5. Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on state govern-

mental matters only when authorized by the Board of Directors of the League of Women

Voters of

ARTICLE XI
Council
Sec, 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League, and the Board of Directors

of the Laague of Women Voters of -

Sec. 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the Council shall

be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately twelve monhhs after
the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting shall be determined

by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President to the

presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.

Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.
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Sec, 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall consider program, methods

of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is author-

ized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emergency, provided that
notice of proposed modifications of the Program shall have been sent to the presi-
dents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance of the meeting of the
Council, and provided also that a two-thirds majority of the members of the Council
present and voting shall be required to adopt the modification. The Council shall
adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact such other business as shall
be presented by the Board.

Sec. 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten members other
than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Sec., 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors, at a meeting before the

date on which names of delegates must be sent to the national office shall elect
delegates to that Convention in the number allowed the League of Women Voters of

under the provisions of the Bylaws of the

League of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. National Council. The Board of Directors shall elect delegates to

the meeting of the Council of the League of Women Voters of the United States at
its meeting immediately preceding such Council Meeting in the number allowed the

League of Women Voters of under the provisions of

the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

(N.B. It would be assumed the President of the state League would be

one of the delegates to both the Convention and Council, and the Bylaws
might so state. The machinery, however devised, for having the local
Leagues in any state elect the other delegate is cumbersome so the prac-
tical and representative way, as well, is to have the election by the
Board of Directors. If the state Convention were held before the National
Convention, the delegates could be nominated by the state Board and
elected by Convention.)




ARTICLE XIII
Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts Rules of

Order Revised shall govern the organization (or corporation) in all cases to which
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws.
ARTICLE XIV
Amendments
Sec. 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by any League
board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of Directors
at least three months prior to a Convention. All such proposed amendments shall
be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least two months

prior to a Convention together with the recommendations of the Board of Directors.

The presidents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of their respective

Leagues of the proposed amendments. The failure of a local League president to
give such notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not in-
validate amendments to the Bylaws which may be adopted by a two-thirds vote at

any Convention.
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Oetober 26, 1964

Mrs. K. E. Eontgomery

League of Wemen Voters of U.S.
129 Elkay Drive

Eugens, Oregon

Dear Mrs. Hontgomery:

"The only quarrel I have with a lLeague Convention is its lrresistible in-
pulse to argue more about words than abont action. I understand, of course,
that a certain amount of this is inevitable in order to arrive at areas of
agresment, but I sometimes feel despaired that it takes so long that there is
little time loft for a thorough examination of what is to be dome. After all,
four days were spent re-wording the Foreign Policy item and in the end the in-
tent of the final and the original proposition were identical, as far as 1
could see. The world does not come to a full stop while we do this and a better
understanding of what we actually intend te accomplish would bemeflt all.”

This i & quotation from a speech made by lMrs. John G. Lee al the State
Council of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota in May 1958. What would
ghe have said in May, 1964 for then we were concerned with ordsr of considera-
tion, etec. as well as connctation of words!

Poor Article XITT of our Bylaws has reslly been worked over in recent
years. I am glad to see & little change of enmphasis, however, in your concern
for Section 2 of this articls.

One of the first things that comes to our attention is the matter of timing—e
first suggestions to the Board five months prior to Convention. We forget
about these suggestions for two and one half monthas when we recelive Doard
reconmendations and then we "react” but do not know the response to our reaction
until Convention.

Is this second round procedurs necessary?7l suggest we submit recommendations
in January and by the end of March the Board submit its proposals and then the
delegates prepare for Convention knowing definitely what is to be the proposed
Program--thus the excitement of kmowing the Poard's proposals is not lost in
what I fear has become a more or less routine rubber stamp by local Boards (i.e.
approval of proposed Program or reiteration of their original recommendations).
Because s0 many new delegates participate in National Conventions the Program
development procedures should be simplified with only one round and more time
for delegate preparation for consideration and discussion of the proposed
Program or concentration on development of non-recommended items if we must
have them.

It would not expedite the procedure to remeve the national Board entirely
for their funetion of evaluating the recommendations, consolidating, defining,
revording is needed. I would like the results of this in the hands of the
members at least a month before Convention with full explanation of the Board's
ideas of intent, focus and possible action. It would be helpful to have sufficient
time for guestions to be answered and further discussion at the local level.




« Ko Es MHontgomery
age 2 0
October 26, 1964

‘_r‘-er aps we should take a pood look at "recommendation”" and consider changes
here. This word is used throughout the section., There is a difference between
suggest and recommend--our local Leagues refer to their part as "suggestions®.

The Board atteurts to determine workload by the number of items it recommenda.
Perhaps we could aschieve our purpose—Program selection-—mnore expeditiously if the
local leagues suhmitted recommendations and the Board in turn submitted to the
local I.-‘?El;;?'nu;r': & nurber of au&",uatm itams rather than & recommended Program. This
1ist of sugzestions should be broad enough to include all items that had broad
support, Then we would not consider non-recormended items but perhaps would want
to go through the process mf voting consideration on all these items the first day
/PR Convention. All items would be given equal wieght (noe would have to rise above
;é 'Le disadvantages of being non-recommended and naedingp vote for consideration and
|la 3/5 majority for adoption; when a mejority wants an item previous Board action
iiwun..lf.’ nr:t. prevent their having that Program item),

Bylaws committes becomes involved in Order of Business and Convention Rules
sse are more or less defined by the Dylaws or are set up to carry out the
' the Bylaws. If ths Board wers to suggest a mumber of items and no others
| wn be considered, I would think the consideration on the floor could be
}‘indlc" l'* lottery. If this does not appeal to you them I suggest that the order of
oénoic.crwuvz be determined in some way ahead of time (amything to prevent Convention
.lbﬁﬂ.v nag '.L:In; over this). PFor example a non-recommended item with the strongest local
ue support would be "uwidervri first and subsequent items lined up according to
thelr support in the original recormendations (t..is would get "promoters" started
—early and perhaps Ol.!.d...",f’ supyor't sooner), ~
(1|

J) T rust admit to former criticism of Program Sections for discussion but when we
1

||did not have them I missed them--for this is where we used to have some discussion
lof the items and thus opportunity to understand their mp_._ic‘.tions without concern
Lifer parliamentary maneuvers.

aps these comments are teo cursory to be of re@l value to you and your com-
Y".ifj.tu\..——t i-, :cammd like a good c!a,y to stop in the midsti®f all the campaigning and

k@ & loo } how we got here! As you see I am & reactor but I am not sure I an
B, nl t.:u,:’ g_.'-,..c:;g?; I am se 1d.;r1( a copy of this letter to our Bylaws conmdtice
(Bﬂl‘.) S {s now a mewber of this committee).

__ Perha
1

It is time » 2 change for we tend to defeat our purpose as we contimue the
procedures we presently follow under Section 2, Article XIII. Good luck.
Sincerely,

Mes, William 7! Whiting
President /













LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

E STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
FROM: : UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

i MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA

M PHONE: 373-2959

hoped -to speak wit at the CMAL meeting....but let's not
mention how stupid some women can be at drawing kaps! It is probably

Just as well I did not get there any earlier for I heard enough of "lthat
biased presentation or didn't it effect you the way it did Ann, Irene,

and me?

How about Mrs. Ev >chroeder (Doris) of the Mound League to replac
Swan? Glad to know what happened to Swan.) or ask Irene for a suggestion
from Richfi : ' i

I think the
be brought te the attention of 1 their consultants and then they

them but it may be that they have to know what to do...this Lortie

you should follow througt 1, When you catch this sort of lthing i
minutes I wish ;3 and Lorrie would discuss it, decide what to do (it
usually should be handled through the consultant....or the state Board
person directly involved though in case of LCA for the time being it
may be better for it to be handled thru consultant) and follow thru
with it making a notation that you have done this on minutes so when
Irene and I read them we will know lthat you have picked this up and
are doing something about and then keep us informed....it all must be
done tactfully....often it is too late but we can prevent similar

situations in the future....all a part of good organization patterns.

9]

) 1- ] - < e A e di oo g
‘ark and West St. Paul minutes




Of course we should be in Hibbing for

early in the afternoon does it start!
will depend upon when the others z
can arrange to picl them up at a cer

think we sho e there for the ‘evening

the shindig but 1just how

can leave any time but it
away....l plan to drive and
point around 166, I uc;taiuly
but fun to lhave a tour and

then go to Lue oe)tu dinner (we have aa them before....remember?)

& am not so sure about }reawan s upeecu but nurhanf I cou+g cver;at!
Just what motel it do you think they n st hope
we don't have 0 stay in tk \ndroy
old hotels!

w2 Y

t W ‘_.;;l,...-
T
. L




\I!' TO: Pegecv Tt S | .
M ggy 1nompso LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNES

A. Whitin o e STATE ORGANIZATION SER
E FROM: & QEP10 1363 UNIVERSITY OF MINNE

M MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESQO)

Don't have volunteers from state Board for Bylaws committee but Ann Duff
agreed to Work on the committee with off-Board chairman and members,

I am asking you to work with this committee -- first write to the
following asking them to serve (write them for me): Chairman, Mrs.
Henry Morris, 4021 W. 39th St., St. Louis Park, Mrs. Robert J. Swan,

1161 Oakcrest, St. Paull3(Roseville), Mrs. Gerald Buetow, 1433 Forest
Lane, St. Paull2 (Arden Hills). You might as well have them call the
office if they will serve and then make arrangements with Mrs. Morris
for a meeting time. I am enclosing a letter from Mrs. Dhein. Whether
or not she can meet with the entire committee I do not know though I
think it would be advantageous for her to meet with all of you the first
time. I would think it would take only emee one meeting after that

to finalize any revisions that should be considered. While you are
considering state bylaws I would like you also to 1 consider national
bylaws with the thought that we could recommend changes before the

deadline.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
BYLAWS

As adopted by the 1947 Convention
and
As amended by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1963 Conventions

* ¥ ¥ H #
ARTICLE I

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the League of
Women Voteﬁﬁ,of the United States.

WP o
T 5T ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and
active participation of citizens in government.

Section 2. Policy. The League take action on state governmental
measures and policies in the public interestf in conformity with the principles
of the League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall not support or
oppose any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE III
Membership

Section 1. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be composed of members of the League of Women Voters of the United States
who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues within the state, and of members-
at-large of the League of Women Voters of the United States residing within
Minnesota.

Section 2, Types of Membership.

a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age
who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

b) Associate members shall be all other members who are
enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

¢) Members-at-large shall be members who reside outside
the area of and are not enrolled in a recognized
local League.

ARTICLE IV
Local Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those Leagues which
have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.




Section 2. Recognition of lLocal Leagues. When there is, in any
commnity in the state, a group of members of the League of Women Voters of the
United States which meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as adopted
at the national convention and by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota, the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall recommend to the national Board that recognition be granted.

When such recognition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part
of the League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

Section 3. Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local League recurrently
fails to live up to the recognition standards, the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota may recommend to the national Board that
recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of the United States. All funds held by a local
League from which recognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 4. Provisional Leagues. When a group of women in a community
in which no local League exists wish to form a League of Women Voters, they may
be organized by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota into a provisional League
until such time as they meet the recognition standards for local Leagues.

ARTICLE V
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a first Vice~President,
a second Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. They shall hold office
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their

successors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2. The President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate
someone to preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts and
notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except the Nominating
Committee. She shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as may
pertain to the office of the President and perform such other duties as may be
designated by the Board.

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resignation or
death of the President, possess all the powers and perform all the duties of
that office. In the event that neither Vice President is able to serve in this
capacity the Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to f£ill the vacancy.
The Vice Presidents shall perform such other duties as the President and Board may
designate.

Section 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all
Conventions and Councils of the League, and of all meetings of the Board of
Directors. OShe shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election. She
shall sign with the President, all contracts and other instruments when so
authorized by the Board, and shall perform such other functions as may be
incident to her office.




Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant shall bill and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custodian
of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board of Directors,
and shall disburse the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings and an annual
report, including a report of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or
Council. The books of the Treasurer shall be audited annually prior to the Con-
vention in Convention years or to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention
years.

ARTICLE VI
Board of Directors

Section 1., Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The Board
of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, six elected Directors
and not more than six appointed Directors. The elected Directors shall be elected
by the Convention and shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular biennial
Convention or until their successors have been elected and qualified. The elected
members shall appoint such additional Directors, not exceeding six, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League. The term of office of the appointed
Directors shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the elected Directors.

Section 2, Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation unless she
is a voting member enrolled in a local League of Women Voters in the state of
Minnesota.

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy other than the Presidency by reason
of the resignation, death, or disqualification of an officer or elected member
shall be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining
members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation with full power and authority
to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instructions of the Convention.
The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry out the Program on
state governmental matters as adopted by the Convention. It shall accept respon-
sibility delegated to it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
of the United States for the organization and development of local Leagues, for_
the carrying out of Program and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance
programs requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including
transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate national budget. The
Board shall create and designate such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify each
of the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such meeting.

No action taken at any regular Board meeting attended by three-fourths of the

members of the Board shall be invalidated because of the failure of any member
or members of the Board to receive any notice properly sent or because of any

irregularity in any notice actually received,

Section 6, Special Meetings. The President may call special meetings
of the Board of Directors, and shall call a special meeting upon the written re-
quest of five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall be notifed of the
time and place of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days
prior to such meeting. At the time of a Convention the President may, and upon
the request of five members of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the
Board by handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time and place

of said meeting. 3




Section 7, Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of Directors
shall constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in attendance at any Board
meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide its action.

ARTICLE VII
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year, *

Section 2, Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convegtion or Council
for adoption a budget for the ensuing year. This budget shall provige for the
support of the League of Women Voters of the United States as well as for the
state League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each local League president
at least three months in advance of the Convention or Council.

Section 3., Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a
committee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least six months in
advance of the Convention (or’ Council. The Treasurer shall be ex officio a
member of the Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chairman.

Section 4. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund. All moneys, securities, and
property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota may
receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of which is not to be ex-
pended (except as may be specified by the terms of such gift) but is to be
invested and the income from the same to be used for any of the League's purposes,
shall form part of a fund to be known as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund." This
fund shall be invested or deposited as designated by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially. The time and place
of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors. The President
shall send a first call for the Convention to the presidents of local Leagues
not less than four months prior to the date of the Convention fixed in said call.
Thereafter the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date of the
Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call. A final
call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local
Leagues at least two months before the Convention.

Section 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the delegates
chosen by the members enrolled in the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of
this Article, the presidents of local Leagues and the members of the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota,

J Section 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting.( Each delegate

. shall be a voting member enrolled in a recognized local League in the state of
Minnesota./ Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the Convention
even though the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee
or proxy voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole judge
of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.




Section 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women Voters
of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues in the state
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up through the first twenty-
fivéfﬁﬁfing members and one delegate for every twenty-five additional voting
members ‘or major fraction thereof belonging to said local League on January lst
of said year. The record in the state office of paid-up voting members shall
determine the official membership count for this purpose.

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall consider
and authorize for action a Program, elect officers and directors, shall adopt a
budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as may be
presented,

Section 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the
delegates registered at the Convention provided that not less than ten local
Leagues are represented.

ARTICLE IX
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall
consist of five members, two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors.
The Chairman and two members, who shall not be members of the Board of Directors,
shall be elected by the Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made
by the current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may be made from the
floor of the Convention. The other members of the Committee shall be appointed
by the Board of Directors immediately after the Convention. Vacancies occurring
in the Nominating Committee shall be filled by the Board of Directors. The
President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and
address of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to the president of each
recognized local League. It shall be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating
Cormittee to request through the president of each local League suggestions for
nominations for the offices to be filled.

Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nominations
may be sent by the President, Secretary or any member of a local League to the
chairman of the Nominating Committee at least three months before Convention.

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from Floor.
The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors
and the chairman and two members of the succeeding Nominating Committee shall be
sent to local Leagues two months before date of the Convention. The report of
the Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Convention on the first day
of the Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this report,
nominations may be made from the floor by any member of the Convention, provided
that the consent of the nominee shall have been secured,

Section 4. Election. The election shall be in the charge of an
Election Committee appointed by the President on the first day of the Convention,
The election shall be by ballot, except that when there is but one nominee for
each office it shall be in order to move that the Secretary cast the ballot for
every candidate. A majority vote of those present and voting shall constitute
an election.




ARTICLE X
Program

Section 1. Authorization. The govermmental principles adopted by
the National Convention, and supported by the League as a whole, constitute
the authorization for the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Definition. The Program of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities
as hereinafter defined:

a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current state governmental
issues as the Convention shall choose for concerted action.

b) Continuing Responsibilities shall be those positions on state
governmental issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota has given sustained attention, and on which it may continue
to act.

Section 3. Procedure. The Convention shall act upon the Program,
using the following procedures:

a) The Board of Directors shall consider the recomnmendations which
have been sent in by the local League Boards three months prior
to the Convention and shall formulate a proposed Program. Such
proposed Program shall be submitted by the Board to the local
League Boards at least two months prior to the Convention.

Recommendations for changes submitted in writing from local Leagues

and received by the Board of Directors at least one month before
the opening of the Convention shall be considered by the Board.
The Board shall present the final proposed Program to the Convention,

Such final proposed Program may not be voted on by the Convention
on the same day on which it is presented.

A majority vote of those present and voting shall be required for
adoption of each item in the final proposed Program as presented
to the Convention by the Board of Directors.

Such changes in the proposed Program as were submitted for consid-
eration to but not recommended by the Board of Directors may be
made by the Convention, provided that 1) the Convention shall
order consideration by a majority vote; 2) the vote on the proposed
change:§§51$‘not be taken on the same day as the order for consid-
eration; and 3) the Convention shall adopt the change by a three-
fifths vote.

Section 4. Member Action. Members may act in the name of the League
of Women Voters of Mimnesota only when authorized by the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Mimmesota.

Section 5. Local League Action. ILocal Leagues may take action on
state governmental matters only when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.




ARTICLE XI
Council

Section 1. Campésition. The Council shall be composed of the Board
of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota,' the Presidents of local
Leagues and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Section 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the
Council shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approximately
twelve months after the preceding Convention. The time and place of the meeting
shall be determined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by
the President to the presidents of the local Leagues at least thirty days before
a Council meeting. Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall consider
Program, methods of work, and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors.
The Council is authorized to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an
emergency; provided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall
have been sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in
advance of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds
majoritysof the meémbers of the Council present and voting shall be required to
adopt the modification. The Council shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year
and shall transact such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty
members other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business at
a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XIT
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota, at a meeting before the date on which the names of
delegates must be sent to the national office, shall elect delegates to that
Convention in the numbeﬂjgllotted the League of Women Voters of Minnesota under
the provisions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the United States.

Section 2, National Council. The Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota shall elect delegates to the meeting of the Council of
the League of Women Voters of the United_%tates at its meeding immediately pre-

ceding such Council Meeting in the numbet’/allowed the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota under the provisions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of the
United States.

ARTICLE XIITI
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they
are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws.




ARTICLE XTIV
Amendment s

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed
by any League board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to the
Board of Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All such pro-
posed amendments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of all local
Leagues at least two months prior to a Convention together with the recommen-
dations of the Board of Directors. The presidents of all local Leagues shall
notify the members of their respective Leagues of the proposed amendments.

The failure of a local League president to give such notice or failure of any
member to receive such notice shall not invalidate amendments to the Bylaws.
Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote at any Convention.




BYLAWS

OF THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE UNITED STATES

Laws for the District of Columbia, do hereby certify as follows:

Filed: September 24, 1923
Recorded: Liber 39, folio 146
District of Columbia

. fPe /4 4 - . =
2 e.f&-/ma/e (y j)?ﬂ(z?ﬁﬂ-?(&/[{x??
As Amended May 38, 1946

We, the undersigned, all citizens of the United States and a majority of whom are residents of the District of Columbia, desiring to form
a body politic and corporate for the purposes herein set forth, under the provisions of Sub Chapter Three of Chapter Eighteen of the Code of

The name of this corporation shall be League of Women Voters of the United States.
The term of existence of this corporation shall be perpetual.

The business and objects of the corporation shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation
of citizens in government; to render such other services in the interest of education in citizenship as may be possible; and to do
every act appropriate or necessary to carry out any of the foregoing objects.
The corporation shall not support or oppose any political party or candidate.

4. The number of its managers who shall direct its affairs for the first year of its existence shall be thirteen.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, we have hereunto set our hands, this 15th day of September, A. D. 1923, in the city of Washington, D. C.

MAUD WOOD PARK,
ELIZABETH EASTMAN,
LAURA C. WILLIAMS.

BYLAWS

As Adopted by the Seventeenth Convention, May 1, 1946

and as amended by the

Eighteenth Convention, April 80, 1948
Nineteenth Convention, April 24, 1950

Twentieth Convention, April 28, 1952

Twenty-first Convention, April 26, 1954
Twenty-second Convention, April 30, 1956

Twenty-fourth Convention, April 29, 1960

Twenty-fifth Convention, May 3, 1962

ARTICLE 1
Name and Office

See. 1, Name. The name of this corporation shall be League
of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. Principal Office. The principal office of the League
shall be in the City of Washington, D. C., or at such other place
either within or without the District of Columbia as the Board
of Directors shall fix,

ARTICLE 1II
Purpose and Policy

Sec. 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall be to promote political re-
sponsibility through informed and active participation of citi-
zens in government.

¥ Sec. 2. Policy, The League may take action on govern-
V mental measures and policies in the public interest. It shall not
N support or oppose any political party or candidate.

ARTICLE 111
Membership

Sec. 1. How Composed. Any person who subscribes to the
purpose and policy of the League shall be eligible for member-
ship. The membership of the League shall be composed of
voting members, associate members and members-at-large.

Sec. 2. Types of Membership.

(a) Voting members shall be women citizens of voting age

who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

(b) Associate members shall be all other members who are

enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

(¢) Members-at-large shall be members who reside outside

the area of, and are not enrolled in, any local League.
Such members shall pay annual dues to the state League
in the state where they reside if one has been recog-
nized. Otherwise such members shall pay annual dues
of $5.00 to the national Treasurer.

ARTICLE 1V
Local Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Members shall be organized into local
Leagues in order to promote the purpose of the League and
to take action on local governmental matters.

Sec. 2. Recognition. Local Leagues shall be organized in
conformity with recognition standards formulated by the
Board of Directors and adopted by the Convention. 'The
Board of Directors istauthorized to recognize local Leagues
conforming to such standards. Only one local IL.e: » in
each community, as defined by the Board of Directors, shall
be recognized.

ARTICLE V
State and Territorial Leagues

Sec. 1. Purpose. Members shall be organized into state and
territorial Leagues for the state and territory in which they
reside in order to promote the purpose of the ILeague and to
take action on state and territorial governmental matters.

Sec. 2. Recognition. State and territorial Teagues shall
be organized in conformity with recognition standards formu-
lated by the Board of Directors and adopted by the Conven-
tion. The Board of Directors is authorized to recognize
state and territorial Leagues conforming to such standards.

Sec. 3. Responsibility. A state or territorial League shall
accept the responsibility delegated to it by the Board of
Directors for: (a) the organization and lil'\vhr]nr!vnl of local
Leagues; (b) the promotion of League Program; (c) the
promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs requisite
to further the work of the League as a whole; and (d) the
transmission of funds toward the support of an adequate
national budget.

ARTICLE VI
Withdrawal of Recognition
Sec. 1. Procedure. The Board of Directors may withdraw
recognition from any state, territorial or local League for recur-
rent failure to conform to the recognition standards applicable
to the League concerned. Recognition shall be withdrawn only




after investigation of the situation by the Board and such action
shall require a three-fourths vote of the Board. Withdrawal of
recognition shall become effective immediately upon decision by
the Board. The League from which recognition has been with-
drawn shall have an opportunity to be heard by a committee of
the Board of Directors.

Sec. 2. Disposition of Funds. All funds held by state or ter-
ritorial Leagues from which recognition has been withdrawn
shall be paid to the League of Women Voters of the United
States. All funds held by a local League from which rec-
ognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the League of
Women Voters of the state or territory in which the local
League was organized. If there is no state or territorial
League, the funds shall be paid to the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

Sec. 8. Appeal. The state, territorial, or local League from
which the Board has voted to withdraw recognition may, by
written request signed by a majority of the members of its
board, appeal from the Board’s decision to the next Convention.
The Convention may by a majority vote decide to hear the ap-
peal. If it decides to hear the appeal, the Convention shall
establish its own procedure for such a hearing. Convention
decision on the appeal shall be_by majority vote.

ARTICLE VII
Officers

Sec. 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The officers of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be a
President, a first Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a
Secretary, and a Treasurer. These officers shall be elected by
the Convention and shall hold office until the close of the next
regular biennial Convention or until their successors have been
elected and qualified.

Sec. 2. The President. The President shall preside at all
meetings of the organization and of the Board of Directors
unless she shall designate some one to preside in her stead. She
may, in the absence or disability of the Treasurer, sign or en-
dorse checks, drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a mem-
ber of all committees except the nominating committee. She
shall have such usual powers of supervision and management as
may pertain to the office of the President and perform such
other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Sec. 8. The Vice-Presidents. The two Vice-Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability,
resignation, or death of the President, possess all the powers
and perform all the duties of that office. In the event that
neither Vice-President is able to serve in this capacity the
Board of Directors shall elect one of its elected members to fill
the vacancy. The Vice-Presidents shall perform such other
duties as the President and Board may designate.

Sec. 4. The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of
the Conventions and Councils of the League and of the meetings
of the Board of Directors. She shall notify all officers and di-
rectors of their election. She shall sign, with the President, all
contracts and other instruments when so authorized by the
Board, and shall perform such other duties as may be incident
to her office.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant, shall collect and receive all moneys due. She shall be
the custodian of these moneys, shall deposit them in a bank or
banks, designated by the Board of Directors, and shall disburse
the same only upon order of the Board of Directors. She shall
present periodic statements to the Board at its regular meetings
and an annual report to the Convention or Council. The books
of the Treasurer shall be audited annually by a certified publie
accountant.

Sec. 6. Transfers of Property. Any two of the following of-
ficers, the President, the Vice-Presidents, and the T'reasurer,
shall have authority to assign, endorse, transfer and deliver, in
the name and in behalf of the League of Women Voters of the
United States, any certificate of stock, bond, note, or other
security or property belonging to the League. The Secretary
and the Treasurer shall each have authority to affix and attest
the seal of the League to any agreement. assignment, or other
document executed by any officer of the League pursuant to
authority granted by these Bylaws or by action of the Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII
Board of Directors

Sec. 1. Number, Selection and Term of Office. The Board of

Directors shall consist of the officers of the League, six elected

directors and not more than six appointed directors. The
elected directors shall be elected by the Convention and shall

serve until the close of the next regular biennial Convention or
until their successors have been elected and qualified. The
elected members shall appoint such additional directors, not
exceeding six, as they deem necessary to carry on the work of
the League, The terms of office of the appointed directors shall
expire concurrently with the terms of office of the elected
directors.

Sec. 2. Qualifications, No person shall be elected or ap-
pointed or shall continue to serve as an officer or director of
this corporation unless she is a voting member of the League
of Women Voters of the United States.

Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of
Directors by reason of the resignation, death or disqualification
of an officer, or elected director other than the president, may be
filled until the next Convention by a majority vote of the re-
maining members of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Powers. The Board of Directors shall have full
charge of the property and business of the corporation, with
full power and authority to manage and conduct the same, sub-
ject to the instructions of the Convention. Upon recognition
of a state or territorial League, the Board of Directors is au-
thorized to delegate and shall delegate to such state or terri-
torial League the power to promote the work of the League of
Women Voters within that state or territory. The Board shall
create and designate such special committees as it may deem
necessary.

Sec. 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least three regu-
lar meetings of the Board of Directors annually which may be
held at any time at the call of the President. The President
shall notify each member of the Board of Directors of all regu-
lar meetings by mailing notice thereof to each member’s last
known post office address, at least one month before any such
meeting, giving the time and the place of the meeting. No
action taken at any regular Board meeting attended by three-
fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated be-
cause of the failure of any member or members of the Board
to receive any notice properly sent or because of any irregu-
larity in any notice actually received.

Sec. 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special
meetings of the Board of Directors and shall call a special meet-
ing upon the written request of five members of the Board.
Members of the Board shall be notified of the time and place
of special meetings by telegram or letter sent at least six days
prior to such meeting, provided, however, that during a Con-
vention the President may, or upon the request of five members
of the Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of the time
and place of said meeting,

Sec. 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE IX

Convention

See, 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of
the League of Women Voters of the United States shall be held
biennially. The time and place of the Convention shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. The President shall send a
first call for the Convention to the presidents of local, state and
territorial I.eagues not less than eight months prior to the open-
ing date of the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date
of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed
in the first call. A final call for the Convention shall be sent by
the President to the presidents of local, state and territorial
Leagues.

See. 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of: (a) the
delegates chosen by the members through the local Leagues, as
provided in Section 4 of this Article; (b) three delegates chosen
by the board of each state League and of each territorial
League; and (c¢) the members of the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

See. 3. Qualifications of Delegates; Voting Procedures. FEach
delegate shall be a voting member of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. Fach delegate shall be entitled
to one vote only at the Convention even though the delegate
may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy
voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be the sole
Jjudge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

Sec. 4. Representation. The of the

members League of

Women Voters of the United States who are organized into
local Leagues shall be entitled to voting representation in
the Convention as follows: The members in each local League
shall be entitled to one delegate who shall be chosen by the
members through the local League; the members in each local

League having more than 100 voting members shall be en-
titled to one additional delegate for each additional 100
voting members or major fraction (50 or more) thereof. The
records in the national office of paid voting members on
January 1 of the year in which the Convention is held shall
determine the official membership count for this purpose.

Sec. 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall con-
sider and authorize for action a Program, shall elect officers and
directors, shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year, and shall
transact such other business as may be presented.

Sec. 6. Quorum. One hundred voting delegates, other than
the Board of Direectors, shall constitute a -qllul'uln for the
transaction of business at the Convention, provided that the
delegates are enrolled in local Leagues from at least five
states.

ARTICLE X
Council

Sec. 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of: (a)
two delegates chosen by the board of each state and territorial
League; (b) two delegates chosen by the League of Women
Voters of the District of Columbia; (¢) one delegate chosen by
the local Leagues in each state or territory where there is no
recognized state or territorial League; and (d) the members
of the Board of Directors.

Sec. 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the
Couneil shall be held in the interim year between Conventions,
approximately twelve months after the preceding Convention.
The time and place of the meeting shall be determined by the
Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent by the President
to the presidents of the local Leagues and to state and ter-
ritorial Leagues at least thirty days before a Council meeting.
Special meetings may be called in case of extreme emergency.

See. 3. Authorization for Action. The Council shall give guid-
ance to the Board on Program, methods of work, and budget as
submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is authorized
to change the Current Agenda only in the event of an emer-
gency, provided that notice of proposed modifications of the
Program shall have been sent to the presidents of the local
Leagues, state and territorial Leagues at least two months in
advance of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a
two-thirds vote of the members of the Council present and vot-
ing shall be required to adopt the modification. The Council
shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact
such other business as shall be presented by the Board.

Sec. 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than ten
members, other than the Board of Directors, for the transaction
of business at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE XI

Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1. Nominating Committee. The nominating committee
shall consist of five members, two of whom shall be members
of the national Board. The chairman and two members, who
shall not be national Board members, shall be elected by the
Convention. Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current nominating committee. Further nominations may be
made from the floor of the Convention, The other members of
the committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors
immediately after the Convention. Any vacancy on the nomi-
nating committee shall be filled by appointment by the Board
of Directors. The President of the League shall send the name
and address of the chairman of the nominating committee to
the president of each state, territorial and local League.

Sec. 2. Suggestions for Nominations. The chairman of the
nominating committee shall request, through the president of
each state, territorial and local League, suggestions for nomi-
nations for offices to be filled. Any member may send sugges-
tions to the chairman of the nominating committee.

See. 8. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations
from Floor. The report of the nominating committee of its
nominations for officers, directors and the chairman and two
members of the succeeding nominating committee shall be sent
to local, state and territorial Leagues two months before date
of the Convention. The report of the nominating committee
shall be presented to the Convention on the first day of the
Convention. Immediately following the presentation of this
report, nominations may be made from the floor by any mem-
ber of the Convention provided that the consent of the nomince
shall have been secured.

Sec. 4, Election. The election shall be in the charge of an
election committee appointed by the President on the first day
of the Convention. The election shall be by ballot. A majority
vote of those present and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE XII
Principles

See. 1. The Principles shall consist of governmental measures
and policies, supported by the League as a whole. The Prin-
ciples shall constitute the authorization for adoption of national,
state, territorial and local Current Agendas.

Sec. 2. The Principles may be amended by the Convention by
the same procedures as those hereinafter provided in the Pro-
gram Article. (Subsections a, b, ¢, d, e, f of Sec. 2, Article
X111.)

ARTICLE XIII
Program

Sec. 1, The Program of the League of Women Voters shall
consist of Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as
hereinafter defined.

(a) The Current Agenda shall consist of such current gov-
ernmental issues as the Convention shall choose for con-
certed action.

The Continuing Responsibilities shall consist of positions

on national issues to which the League has given sus-

tained attention and on which it may continue to act,

See. 2. The Convention shall act upon the Program, using the
following procedures:

(a) The local, state or territorial League boards may make
recommendations for a Program, provided such Program
recommendations shall have been sent to the Board of
Directors at least five months prior to the Convention,
The Board of Directors shall consider the recommenda-
tions and submit its proposals for the Program to the
local, state and territorial League boards at least two
and a half months prior to the Convention.

(e) The local, state or territorial League boards may then

submit recommendations for changes, provided they are

received by the Board of Directors at least three weeks
before the opening of the Convention.

The recommendations shall be considered by the Board

prior to the Convention al which time the Board may

change its previous proposals.

A majority vote of the Convention shall be required for

adoption of the Program propesed by the Board of

Directors.

(f) Any recommendations for the Program submitted to
the Board of Directors at least five months before Con-
vention, but not proposed by the Board, may be con-
sidered by the Convention provided that a majority
vote shall be required for consideration, and on a
following day a three-fifths vote shall be required for
adoption,

(h)

(b)

(d)

(¢)

Sec. 3. Member Action. Members may act in the name of
the League of Women Voters of the United States only when
authorized to do so by the proper board.

Sec. 4. State, Territorial, and Local League Action. State
Leagues, territorial Leagues and local Leagues may act only
in conformity with, or not contrary to, the position taken by
the League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XIV
Financial Administration

Sec. 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of the United States shall commence on the first day of
April of each year.

Sec. 2. Financial Support. Financial responsibility for the
work of the League of Women Voters as a whole shall be as-
sumed annually by the local Leagues.

Sec. 3. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event
of a dissolution, for any cause, of the League of Women Voters
of the United States, all moneys, securities, and property. of
whatsoever nature, whether real, personal, or mixed, which the
League of Women Voters of the United States has received or
acquired by gift, bequest, devise, or otherwise, as well as all
unexpended income from said moneys or property, and any
other funds, moneys, securities, and property of whatsoever
nature whether real, personal, or mixed, which may at the time
be owned by or under the absolute control of the League of
Women Voters of the United States shall be disposed of by any




officer or employee of the corporation having possession of
same, to such person, organization, or corporation, for such
publie, charitable, or educational uses and purposes as may be
designated by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States; the designation of person, organi-
zation, or corporation and of use and purpose to be in the
absolute discretion of said Board.

ARTICLE XV

Parliamentary Authority

Sec. 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in
Roberts Rules of Order (revised) shall govern the corporation
in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are
not inconsistent with these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XVI
Amendments

Sec. 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be
proposed by any League board, provided such proposed changes
shall be submitted to the Board of Directors at least five months
prior to a Convention. All such proposed amendments shall be
sent by the Board to the presidents of all Leagues at least two
and a half months prior to a Convention together with the rec-
ommendation of the Board. The presidents of all Leagues shall
notify the members of their respective Leagues of the proposed
amendments. The failure of a League president to give such
notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not
invalidate amendments to the Bylaws which may be adopted by
a two-thirds vote at any Convention.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

1026 17th Street, N. W,
Washington 6, D. C.

Fublication No. 75




October 4, 1963

Mrs. Gordon Dhein
Box 350
Hopkins, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Dhein,

The time Ims come for us to take advantage of your welcome offer of
asgistance made in ypur letter to Mrs. Whiting last June. The state
By-laws Committee is meeting October 23 at 10100 a.m. in the state of-
fice.

Mrs. Henry Morris of B8t. Louis Park has agreed to serve as chairman of
the committee. Mrs. Nicholas Duff of the state Board will serve as one
of the members of the committee. We will be s0 pleased if you can meet
with the committee and give them the benefit of your knowledge and exe
perience.

I am enclosing copies of both the national and state by-laws, You may
already have copiesy, but I'm not sure. If it shoudd be impossible for you
to attend the meeting, I know the committee would greatly appreciate
having any written comments you might wish to make.

If you like, you ean just call the office to let us know if you are able
to work with the committee, The nusiber is 373«3936.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kobert Thompson
Organization Secretary




October 7, 1963

Mrse Hobert Runkle
3608 Robinwood Terrace
Hopkins, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Runkle,

It is time once again for the appointment of a state Bylaws Coumittee.
I am writing to ask if you would be willing %o serve ss a member of
that committee.

Mrs. Nicholas Duff of the state Board has agreed to serve as & member
of the cormittee., Mrs. Richard Jones of Arden Hills will serve, and
Mrs. Henry Morris of Ste. Louis Park will be acting as chairman,

I think that two meetingsof the committee will be all that is necee
gsary - one meeting with Mrs. Gordon Dhein who served as state Cone
vention parliamentarian, and perhaps a second meeting to finalize

any revisions that should be considerede I would also like resomenn-
dations from this committee for changes in the national bylaws. The
firet meeting of this committee has been scheduled for October 23 at
10200 a.me in the state office.

Would you please let Mrs, Thompson in the state office know as soon
as you can if you will be able to undertake this asgignments, I do
hopeé you cane

Sincerelyy

Mras. Wme Whiting
President,
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TO:
M Annette LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

E STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
FROM: UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA

Peggy
M PHONE: 373-9959

O SUBET  prae PATE 11/6/63

Sorry I didn't keep you posted bBetter on the bylaws committees By the time we
finished, 1% had gotton to the point of meking phone callsy; and you already ¢
etos I'11 txy not to save you groping in the derk afier this,

Mrs, Schroedery suggested 4in place of Barb Swan,
excuses « I fin3lly had to call her to get any reply at 8lle Irene them suggested
Helene Punkle, whe aleo deeclined, but sugrested g Mre. George from Hinnetonka.
It wes zetting late enoush by then that I decided I had best eall lirs. George.
She, too, had to refusa - 12 very interested in bylaws, would love t¢ have done
it, dbut was unaveilable in Ockober. Ireme suggested that if Mrs. George did

not =coert thet we just let it go at that., Thet feft the committee made up of
Ann, Mrs, Morrie and Mrs. Jones,

This sheet I'm encloesing, as you can see, merely etateatke the proposed changes
g0 that everyone on the committee would have them exectly as they had decided on
them, Ann suggests that perhaps this should go to all Board members soon and
that we include a bit of explenstion. If you agree, I'll get it ready. I had
thought it might be a bit premature as the committee will meet again and may
offer additional proposals., But you #et me knowe Incidentally, I think Mrs.
Dhein may have been more concerned about the convention rules, etec. than about

the actual bylaws.
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36 Eagle Ridge Road, North Oaks Farm
St. Paul 55110

November 24, 1964

Mrs., Williaz Whiting
622 East 8School Street
Owatonna, Minnesgota

Dear Annstie,

So I asked you for a deadline and now wa are not going to meet it!
You are probably not really surprised. The Bylaws thing turns
out to be bigger than I had thought.

Since your December Board meeting will undoubtedly be on budget
building, I don't suppose you will miss our little report. We

are aiming at winding it up early in December, having scheduled

a final meeting of the committee for December 3, but maybe we won't make
it. So far, we are just well into the national Bylaws, not having
given even a look at the state ones.

I am asking Margaret for copies ( at least on loan ) of the
National Board Reports of September, 1964, and January, 1964. We
keep finding we need background material.

I don't mean to be cavalier about not meeting the deadline, but

I thought it best to do as good a job as possible, rather than
rush somethingdthoughtless to the Board.

Sincerely yours,

Eleanor 8. Penton

‘/anpy to Margaret Creger




September 18, 196L

Colborn has recammended you to serve on our Bylaws Committee to

ider both Naticanl and State Bylaws, because of your interest in

understanding of our Bylaws. Marion Waetscn, Ele Colborn and Sis
have volunteered to serve because of an interest in the Principles

i
4,

vised at the Pittsburgh Convention. will be interested in this

ex officio.
we know none of our local lLeagues replied to the request
y Board Report to send théér ideas on Bylaw revision to the
Board. I suspect the timing on that request was not good for
state Board was too involved with other League business to
Brlaws at that time

the May national Memorandum I am enclosing the latest copies
f the State and Naticnal Bylaws and & copy of State Standard Bylaws.
Marion Watson has the workbooks from National Convention that would also

valuable as background for a general review.

| &
AW

{ fontgomery tekling her that we were setting up this
amittee, asking if there is any further direction fiom her

committee and also if there is any time schedule that would be helpful.
hoping that you will be able tc serve on this cocomittee as Ele tells
ur advice would be invaluable.

Mrs. Wm. W. Whiting
Preaident




September 1, 1964

Mrs. Stuart Fenton
36 Eagle Ridge Road

Dear Sis:

We need your help. It has been a long time since we pressed you
in to service., I am sure this little vacation has provided Jjust the
right perspective for the special assipnment we would like you to
undertake. It is to serve as chairman of a Bylaws Comnmittee to con-
sider both National and State Bylaws.

At the last state Board meeting the enclosed national Memorarifsn
was discussed and the decision of the Board was to refer the entire
matter to a special committee. Your name was immediately suggested
because of your keen understanding of League procedures and the interest
you have shown in the past in our Bylaws. Marion Watson and Ele Colborn
volunteered to serve because of an interest in the Principles as re-
vised at the Pittsburgh Convention. I am also asking Pat O'Connor te
serve with you. I will be interested in your committee ex officio.

{ there is need or you would like to have other members serve with
you, please let me know.

As far as we know none of our local League replied to the reguest
in the May Board Repori to send their ideas on Bylaw revision to the
national Board. I suspect the timing on that request was not good for
I know the state Board was too involved with other League business to
consider Dylaws at that time.

Along with the Memorandum I am enclosing the latest coples of the
State and National Bylaws and & copy of State Standard Bylaws., Marion
Watson has the workbooks from National Convention that would also be
valuable as background for a genempl review.

I have written Mrs. lMontgomery telling her that we were setiing
up this special committee, asking if there is any further direction
from her committee and also if there is any time schedule that would
be helpful. Although Mrs. John Campbell of the national Board is not
& member of the Bylaws Committee, perhgps she might have some suggestions
when she is in the Twin Cities the last' week of this month.

I go along assuming that you will take this special assignment.
Do say "yes."

Sineerely,,
'._’___ﬁ_.'g—-—
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Mrs. Wm. V. Whiting
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This is going on State Board Supplement

July 13, 1964
TO: State League Presidents
FROM: Mrs. K. E. Montgomery, Chairman Bylaws Committee
RE: Bylaws: National and State Standard

The national Board has appointed a Bylaws Committee and we need your help. As you
will remember, it was necessary to limit severely the time for discussion of Bylaws
at the national Convention. However, the delegates did make certain requests of the
Board and we are anxious to do as they asked.

Knowing that many delegates had come to Convention prepared to speak on the various
Bylaw proposals and were prevented from doing so, the Convention suggested that
delegates send such statements to the national office. Although we requested these
in the May Board Report, we have to date received only one. Do you know of any
delegates in your state who planned to speak on Bylaws? We are not asking you to
circularize your local Leagues on this, but, if you know of any, would you remind
them or help us to get in touch with them?

National:

Convention also directed us to undertake a general review of the Bylaws of the
League of Women Voters of the United States. An invitation to all Leagues to send
in their ideas was included in the May Board Report but this is a special invitation
to you and your state Board to send us your ideas particularly in regard to incon-
sistencies between sections which you feel should be eliminated or new wordings
which would clarify. Of course, you may also make suggestions for substantive
changes. We know this is a departure from the usual procedure since normally you
would not be sending in proposals for changes until late fall of 1965 but if we are
to make a total review, receiving your ideas now would help us, Please send them
at any time. You will have the opportunity to send formal proposals at the usual
time too.

State Standard:

As part of the over-all look at the Bylaws, we anticipate study and some revision

of Standard Bylaws for state Leagues. We know that states have been experimenting
with new ideas in their state Bylaws and we would like to have the benefit of your
experience before deciding on Standard State Bylaws for the future. Will you please
send the national office, attention Mrs. Long, three copies of your latest state,
Bylaws? 1In most cases we have a single file copy which, of course, cannot leave

the office so the Committee needs working copies. If you wish to comment on why
you have embodied certain procedures in your state Bylaws and your experiences with
them, this too would be of help to your Committee.
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Dear Pat:

not crossed for
special assignment for us? I v d e you
and St

Fnclosed is a nati n that was considered
state Board meeting The Becommendation of the Doard was to set up this
committee to consider these Bylaws, undertaking a general review of both
National and State Bylaws. TYour name was one of the first mentioned to
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES
1026 17TH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

ZIP CODE 20036

Mre. 0, J. Janski, First Vice President
League of Women Voters of Minmesota
State Organization Service

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis 55, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Janski:

Miss Urban has passed along your letter of April 30 to me since I
do most of the Bylaws work.

You really have given very good answers to your own questions and

I doubt if any state Board would have much to add. There may be
some states which exert more pressure tham others on local Leagues
to conform to the standard all along the line. On the whole, how-
ever, if the first three articles are in order and democratic pol=-
icies are followed then I think the role of the state is just as
you describe it -~ to "give common sense advice and comments" and
then not be too alarmed if the Bylaws are beat to suit a particular
League-

There is another area where it has been suggested that we make the
standard obligatory. This is the fiscal year. Since to all in-
tents and purposes this is a requirement perhaps when the Handbook
is rewritten it might be well to say so. Actually the advisability
of all Leagues having the same fiscal year has usually persuaded the
local Leagues to go aloug.

The only way the proposal for a three months membership, a six months
one, etc. could be a trouble to the rest of us is the matter of count-
ing members. We would like to have all members on the same basis when
we count them. However, this is not strictly so gven at present, ae
some Leagues by policy allow new members in January or February to get
two or three months free. Perhaps they only mean three months' meme
bership for those who join in January, mix months for those wheo join
in October. 1If so, then the argument against only has to do with the
increase in detail in the Bylaws and on the part of the Treasurer

plus the bargain psychology which downgrades the League. I think
they will find it not worth the bother, If it should turn out to be
a great idea then we all might benefit by their experimentationm.

So you give them the best common sense advice you have on matters not
mandatory or affecting the democratic process and them don't worry, just

as you suggest.
8incerely,

Qirs.) Mabelle M. Long
Organization Secretary




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BYLAWS

As adopted by the 1947 Convention
and
As amended by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1963, 1965 and 1967
Conventions
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ARTICLE I

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota. This state League is an integral part of the
League of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy

Section l-PurEose. The purpose of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be to promote political responsibility through informed
and active participation of citizens in government.

Section 2. Policy. The League may take action on state govern-
mental measures and policies in the public interest in conformity with the
Principles of the League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall
not support or oppose any political party or any candidate.

ARTICLE III
Membership

Section 1. Eligibility. Any person who subscribes to the purpose
and policy of the League shall be eligible for membership.

Section 2. How Composed. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be composed of members of the League of Women Voters of the United
States who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues within the state, and
of members-at-large of the League of Women Voters of the United States
residing within Minnesota.

Section 3. Types of Membership.
a) Voting members shall be those women citizens of
voting age who are enrolled in recognized local
Leagues.

Associate members shall be all other members who
are enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

Members-at-large shall be members who reside out-
side the area of and are not enrolled in a recog-
nized local League. They shall pay annual dues
of $7.50.




ARTICLE IV
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The Officers of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be a President, a First Vice
President, a Second Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. They
shall hold office until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Con-
vention or until successors have been elected and qualified.

Section 2. President. The President shall preside at all meetings
of the corporation and of the Board of Directors unless she shall designate
someone to preside in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks, drafts
and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees except
the Nominating Committee. She shall have such usual powers of supervision
and management as may pertain to the office of the President and perform
such other duties as may be designated by the Board.

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. The two Vice Presidents, in the
order of their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability, resig-
nation or death of the President, possess all the powers and perform all
the duties of that office. In the event that neither Vice President is
able to serve in this capacity the Board of Directors shall elect one of
its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice Presidents shall perform such
other duties as the President and Board may designate.

Section 4. 'The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all
Conventions and Councils of the League and of all meetings of the Board of

Directors. She shall notify all Officers and Directors of their election.
She shall sign with the President all contracts and other instruments when
so authorized by the Board and shall perform such other functions as may be
ircident to her office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The Treasurer, or her duly appointed
assistant, shall bill and receive all moneys due. She shall be the custo-
dian of these moneys; shall deposit them in a bank designated by the Board
of Directors and shall disburse the same only as ordered by the Board of
Directors. . She shall present periodic statements to the Board at its regu-
lar meetings and an annual report, including a report of the Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fund, to the Convention or Council. The books of the Treasurer
shall be audited annually prior to the Convention in Convention years or
to the meeting of the Council in non-Convention years.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Section 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of Office. The
Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of the League, eight
Directors and not more than eight appointed Directors. The elected Direc-
tors shall be elected by the Convention and shall serve until the con-
clusion of the next regular biennial Convention or until their successors
have been elected and qualified. The ~lected members shall appoint such
additional Directors, not exceeding eight, as they deem necessary to carry
on the work of the League. The term of office of the appointed Directors
shall expire concurrently with the term of office of the eleected
Directors.




.

Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed
or shall continue to serve as an Officer or Director of this corporation
unless she is a voting member enrolled in a local League of Women Voters
in the state of Minnesota. :

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy other than the Presidency by
reason of resignation, death or disqualification of an officer or elected
member shall be filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote of
the remaining members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Directors shall have
full charge of the property and business of the corporation with full
power and authority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the instruc-
tions of the Convention. The Board shall plan and direct the work necessary
to carry out the Program on state governmental matters as adopted by the
Convention. It shall accept responsibility delegated to it by the Board
of Directors of the League of Women Voters of the United States for the
organization and development of local Leagues, for the carrying out of
Program, and for promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole, including trans-
mission of funds toward such special committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at least eight regular
meetings of the Board of Directors annually. The President shall notify
each of the Directors of all meetings at least one week before any such
meeting. No action taken at any regular Board meeting attended by three-
fourths of the members of the Board shall be invalidated because of the
failure of any member or members of the Board to receive any notice properly
sent or because of any irregularity in any notice actually received.

Section 6. Special Meetings. The President may call special
meetings of the Board of Directors and shall call a special meeting upon
the written request of five members of the Board. Members of the Board
shall be notified of the time and place of special meetings by telegram
or letter sent at least six days prior to such meeting. At the time of a
Convention the President may, and upon the request of five members of the
Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by handing the members of
the Board a written notice of the time and place of said meeting.

Section 7. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum and a majority of the members in
attendance at any Board meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide
its action.

ARTICLE VI
Recognition of Local and Provisional Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues. a) Local Leagues are those Leagueé which
have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of the United States.
b) When there is, in any community in the state, a group of members of the
League of Women Voters of the United States which meets the recognition
standards for local Leagues as adopted at the national Convention and by
the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall recom-
mend to the national Board that recognition be granted. When such recog-
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nition is granted, the local League shall become an integral part of the
League of Women Voters of the United States and the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

c) When a local League recurrently fails to live up to the recognition
standards, the Board of Directors shall recommend to the national Board
that recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of the United States. All funds
held by a local League from which recognition has been withdrawn shall be
paid to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 2. Provisional Leagues. a) Provisional Leagues are those
Leagues which have been so recognized by the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota.

b) The Board of Directors has responsibility for the establishment of new
Leagues. For this purpose, the Board may organize a group of women in a
community in which no local League exists and shall recognize the group as

a provisional League when it meets the recognition standards for provisional
Leagues adopted by the national Convention.

c) The Board of Directors shall withdraw recognition from a provisional
League for recurring failure to meet the standards for recognizing a pro-
visional League or for failure to progress toward recognition as a local
League. All funds held by a provisional League from which recognition has
been withdrawn shall be paid to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

ARTICLE VII
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall commence on the first of April of each year.

Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the Convention or
Council for adoption a budget for the ensuing year. This budget shall pro-
vide for the support of the League of Women Voters of the United States as
well as for the state League. A copy of the budget shall be sent to each
local League president at least three months in advance of the Convention
or Council.

Section 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be prepared by a
committee which shall be appointed for that purpose at least six months in
advance of the Convention or Council. The Treasurer shall be ex officio a
member of the Budget Committee but shall not be eligible to serve as chair-
man.,

Section 4. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In the event of
a dissolution for any cause of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, all
moneys and securities which may be owned by or under the absolute control
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be paid to the League of
Women Voters of the United States. All other property of whatsoever
nature, whether real, personal, or mixed which may at the time be owned
by or under the control of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall
be disposed of by any officer or employee of the organization having pos-
cession of same to such person, organization or corporation, for such public
charitable, or educational uses and purposes as may be designated by the
then Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.
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Section 5. The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund. All moneys, securities
and property of whatever nature, which the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, the principal of
which is not to be expended (except as may be specified by the terms of
such gift) but is to be invested and the income from the same to be used
for any of the League's purposes, shall form part of a fund to be known
as "The Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund". This Fund shall be invested or deposited
as designated by the Board of Directors. w

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A Convention of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held biennially. The time and
place of the Convention shall be determined by the Board of Directors.
The President shall send a call for the Convention to the presidents of
local Leagues not less than four months prior to the date of the Convention.
Thereafter, the Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening date
of the Convention not more than two weeks from the date fixed in the first
call., A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the President to
the presidents of local Leagues at least two months before the Convention.

Section 2. Composition. The Convention shall consist of the dele-
gates chosen by the members enrolled in the local Leagues, as provided in
Section 4 of this article, the presidents of local Leagues or an alternate
in the event the president is unable to attend, the members of the Board
of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate’
shall be a voting member enrolled in a recognized local League in the state
of Minnesota. Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at the
Convention even though the delegate may be attending in two or more capa-
cities. Absentee or proxy voting shall not be permitted. The Convention
shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

Section 4. Representation. The members of the League of Women
Voters of the United States who are organized into recognized local Leagues
in the state of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up
through the first twenty-five voting members and one delegate for every
twenty-five additional voting members or major fraction thereof belonging
to said local League on January lst of said year. The record in the state
office of paid-up voting members shall determine the official membership
count for this purpose.

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention shall considen -
and authorize for action a Program, elect officers and directors, shall
adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall transact such other business
as may be presented.

Section 6. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the
delegates registered at the Convention provided that not less than ten
local Leagues are represented.




ARTICLE IX
Council

Section 1. Composition. The Council shall be composed of the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, the presi-
dents of local Leagues or an alternate in the event the president is unable
to attend, and one delegate chosen by each local League.

Section 2. Place, Date, Call and Notification. A meeting of the
Council shall be held in the interim year between Conventions, approxi-
mately twelve months after the preceding Convention. The time and place
of the meeting shall be determined by the Board of Directors. A formal
call shall be sent by the President to the presidents of local Leagues
at least thirty days before a Council meeting. Special meetings may be
called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3. Powers. The Council shall consider Program, methods of
work and budget as submitted by the Board of Directors. The Council is
authorized to change the Program only in the event of an emergency, pro-
vided that notice of proposed modification of the Program shall have been
sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least two months in advance
of the meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-thirds
majority of the members of the Council present and voting shall be
required to adopt the modification. The Council shall adopt a budget for
the ensuing year and shall transact such other business as shall be
presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not less than twenty
members other than the Board of Directors for the transaction of business
at a Council meeting.

ARTICLE X
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall
consist of five members, two of who shall be members of the Board of
Directors. The chairman and two members, who shall not be members of the
Board of Directors, shall be elected by the Convention. Nominations may
be made from the floor of the Convention. The other members of the
Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors immediately after
the Convention. Vacancies occurring in the Nominating Committee shall be
filled by the Board of Directors. The President of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota shall send the name and address of the chairman of
the Nominating Committee to the president of each recognized local League.
It shall be the duty of the chairman of the Nominating Committee to request
through the president of each local League suggestions for nominations for
the offices to be filled.

Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations. Suggestions for nomina-
tions may be sent by the president, secretary or any member of a local
League to the chairman of the Nominating Committee at least three months
before Convention.

Section 3. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from the
Floor. The report of the Nominating Committee of its nominations for
Officers, Directors and the chairman and two members of the succeeding
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Nominating Committee shall be sent to local Leagues two months before the
date of the Convention. The report of the Nominating Committee shall be
presented to the Convention on the first day of the Convention., Immediately
following the presentation of this report, nominations may be made from

the floor by any member:of the Convention, provided that the consent of

the nominee shall have. been secured.

Section 4. Election. The election shall be in charge of an
ElectlonICommlttee appointed by the President on the first day of the Con-
vention. The election shall be by ballot, except that when there is but
one nominee for each office it shall be in order to move that the secre-
tary cast the ballot for every candidate. A majority vote of those present
and voting shall constitute an election.

ARTICLE XI
Program

Section 1. Principles. The governmental principles adopted by the
national Convention and supported by the League as a whole constitute the
authorization for the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Program. The Program of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall consist of those state governmental issues chosen for con-
certed study and action. :

Section 3. Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities. These.
categories of Program are defined as follows:
a) The Current Agenda shall consist of those state governmental issues
chosen for sustained attention and concerted action.
b) Continuing Responsibilities shall consist of positions on state govern-
mental issues to which the League has given sustained attention and on
which it may continue to act. , P

Section 4. Convention Action. The Convention shallact upon the
Program using the following procedures:
a) Local Leagues shall make recommendations for a Program to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to the Convention.
b) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations and shall for-
mulate a proposed Program which shall be submitted to the local League
Boards at least two months prior to the Convention. -
c) Recommendations of changes submitted by local League Boards and recelved
by the Board of Directors at least three weeks before the opening of the
Convention shall be considered by the Board prior to the Convention at
which time the Board may change the proposed Program. Such changes may.
not be voted on by the Convention on the same:day on which they are proposed.
d) A majority vote shall be required for the adoption of the Program pro-
posed by the Board of Directors.
e) Any recommendation for the Program submitted to the Board of Dlrectors
at least three months before the Convention, but not proposed by the Board,
may be adopted by the Convention provided consideration is ordered by a
majority vote and on a following day the proposal for adoption receives a
three-fifths vote.

Section 5. Council Action. The Council may change the Program as
provided in Article IX.




-8+

Section 6. Member Action. Members may act in the name of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota only when authorized to do so by the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 7. Local League Action. Local Leagues may take action on
state governmental matters only when authorized to do so by the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. Local Leagues may
act only in conformity with, or not contrary to, the position taken by the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota, at a meeting before the date on which
the name of delegates must be sent to the national office, shall elect dele-
gates to that Convention in the number allotted the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota under the provisions of the Bylaws of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

Section 2. National Council. The Board of Directors of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota shall elect delegates to the meeting of the
Council of the League of Women Voters of the United States at its meeting
immediately preceding such Council Meeting in the number allowed the League
of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XIII
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules contained in Roberts
Rules of Order Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these
Bylaws.

ARTICLE X1V
Amendments

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed
by any League Board, provided such proposed changes shall be submitted to
the Board of Directors at least three months prior to a Convention. All
such proposed amendments shall be sent by the Board to the presidents of
all local Leagues at least two months prior to a Convention together with
the recommendations of the Board of Directors. The presidents of all local
Leagues shall notify the members 6f their respective Leagues of the pro-
posed zmendments. The failure of a local League president to give such
notice or failure of any member to receive such notice shall not invali-
date amendments to the Bylaws. Amendments shall be adopted by ‘a two-thirds
vote at any convention.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
555 WABASHA

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102
PHONE: 224-5445

The bylaws have been retyped with the changes made at Convention.
It is our intention to xerox and mail to local Leagues with the
next Board Memo. If you want any "fancying up" done, please let
us know on Board meeting day - via Rhoda or Jerry - so they'll

go out as you want.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BYLAWS

The Gudiding Principles

The League of Women Voters belleves in representative
government and in the individual liberties established
in the Constitution of the United States,

democratic
active par-
that govern-

The League of Women Voters believes that
government depends upon the informed and
ticipation of its citizens and requires
mental bodies protect the citizen's right to know by
giving adequate notice of proposed actions, holding
open meetings and making public records available.

The League of Women Voters believes that every citizen
should be protected in his right to vote; that every
person should have access to free public education
which provides equal opportunity for all; and that no
person or group should suffer legal, economic or ad-
ministrative discrimination.

The League of Women Voters believes that efficient and
economical government requires competent personnel,

The League of Women Voters
with other nations
lutions to world problems
. international
imperative in the promotion of world peace.

the clear assignment of responsibility, adequate fi-
nancing and coordination among the different agencies
and levels of government.

The League of Women Voters believes that responsible
government should be responsive to the will of the
people; that government should maintain an equitable
and flexible system of taxation, promote the conser-
vation and development of natural resources in the
public interest, share in the solution of economic and
social problems which affect the general welfare, pro-
mote a stable and expanding economy and adopt domestic

policies which facilitate the solution of internation-
al problems.

believes that cooperation
is essential in the search for so-
and that the development of

organization and international law is

As adopted by the 1947 Convention and as amended

by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961,

ARTICLE I

shall be
This state
of Women

of this corporation
of Minnesota.
of the League

Section 1. The name
the League of Women Voters
League is an integral part
Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy
The purpose of the League of

shall be to promote politi-
and active par-

Section 1. Purpose.
Women Voters of Minnesota
cal responsibility through informed
ticipation of citizens in government.

Section 2., Policy. The League may take action on
state governmental measures and policies in the public
interest in conformity with the Principles of the
League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall
not support or oppose any political party or any
candidate.

ARTICLE I1I
Membership -

Section 1. Eligibility. Any person who subscrib?s
to the purpose and policy of the League shall be eli-
gible for membership.

Section 2. How composed. The League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall be composed of members of the League
of Women Voters of the United States who are enrolled
in recognized local Leagues within the state, and of
members-at-large of the League of Women Voters of the
United States residing within Minnesota.

Types of Membership.

Section 3.

those citizens at

Voting members shall be
who are enrolled in

least 18 years of age
recognized local Leagues.

a)

Associate members shall be all other members
who are enrolled in recognized local Leagues.

1963,

1965, 1967, 1971, 1973 and 1975 Conventions,

Members-at-large shall be members who reside
outside the area of and are not enrolled in a
recognized local League. They shall pay annual
dues of $15.00.

ARTICLE 1V
Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Efection of Officers. The
officers of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be a president, a first vice-president, a second
vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer. They
shall hold office wuntil the conclusion of the next
regular biennial Convention or until successors have
been elected and qualified.

Section 2. Presddent. The president shall preside
at all meetings of the corporation and of the Board of
Directors unless she shall designate someone to pre-
side in her stead. She may sign or endorse checks,
drafts and notes. She shall be, ex officio, a member
of all committees except the Nominating Committee. She
shall have such usual powers of supervision and manage-
ment as may pertain to the office of the president and
perform such other duties as may be designated by the
Board.

Section 3.
dents,

The Vice-Presidents. The two vice-presi-
in the order of their rank, shall, in the event
of absence, disability, resignation or death of the
president, possess all the powers and perform all the
duties of that office. In the event that neither vice-
president is able to serve in this capacity the Board
of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill
the vacancy. The vice-presidents shall perform such
other duties as the president and Board may designate.

Section 4. The Secretanry.
minutes of all Conventions and Councils of the League
and of all meetings of the Board of Directors. She
shall notify all officers and directors of their e-
lection. She shall sign with the president all
contracts and other instruments when so authorized by
the Board and shall perform such other . functions as
may be incident to her office.

The secretary shall keep




Section 5. The Trcasunren. The treasurer, or her
duly appointed assistant, shall bill and receive all
monies, shall deposit them in a bank designated by the
Board of Directors. She shall present periodic state-
ments to the Board at its regular meetings and an
annual report, including a report of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota Reserve Fund, to the Con-
vention or Council. The books of the treasurer shall
be audited annually.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Section 1. Number, Manner of Sefection and Team of
Office. The Board of Directors shall consist of the
officers of the League, eight directors and not more
than eight appointed directors. The elected directors
shall be elected by the Convention and shall serve
until the conclusion of the next regular biennial Con-
vention or until their successors have been elected
and qualified. The elected members shall appoint such
additional directors, not exceeding eight, as they
deem necessary to carry on the work of the League. The
term of office of the appointed directors shall expire
concurrently with the term of office of the elected
directors.

Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be e-
lected or appointed or shall continue to serve as an
officer or director of this corporation unless she is
a voting member enrolled in a local League of Women
Voters in the state of Minnesota.

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy other than the
presidency by reason of resignation, death or dis-
qualification of an officer or elected member shall be
filled, until the next Convention, by a majority vote
of the remaining members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Powersd and Duties. The Board of Direc-
tors shall have full charge of the property and
business of the corporation with full power and au-
thority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the
instructions of the Convention. The Board shall plan
and direct the work necessary to carry out the Program
on state governmental matters as adopted by the Con-
vention. It shall accept responsibility delegated to
it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States for the organization and
development of local Leagues, guidance of inter-League
organizations, for the carrying out of Program, and
for promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole,
including transmission of funds toward such special
committees as it may deem necessary.

Section 5. Regufanr Meetings. There shall be at
least ecight regular meetings of the Board of Directors
annually. The president shall notify each of the di-
rectors of all meetings at least one week before any
such meeting. No action taken at any regular Board
meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of
the Board shall be invalidated because of the failure
of any member or members of the Board to receive any
notice properly sent or because of an irregularity in
any notice actually received.

Section 6. Speciafl Meetings. The president may call
special mecetings of the Board of Directors and shall
call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall
be notificd of the time and place of special meetings
by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting. At the time of a Convention the presi-
dent may, and upon the rcquest of five members of the
Board, shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of
the time and place of said meeting.

Section 7. QuoAum. A majority of the members of the
Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum and a
majority of the members in attendance at any Board
meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide its
action. :

ARTICLE VI
Recognition of Local and Provisional Leagues

Section 1. Local Leagues. a)Local Leagues are those
Leagues which have been so recognized by the League of
Nomen Voters of the United States. b) When there is,
in any community in the state, a group of members of
the League of Women Voters of the United States which
meets the recognition standards for local Leagues as
adopted at the national Convention and by the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota,
the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall recommend to the national Board
that recognition be granted. When such recognition is
granted, the 1local League shall become an integral
part of the League of Women Voters of the United States
and the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. c) When
a local League recurrently fails to live up to the
recognition standards, the Board of Directors shall
recommend to the national Board that recognition be
withdrawn. Final action rests with the Board of Di-
rectors of the League of Women Voters of the United
States. All funds held by a local League from which
recognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 2. Provisdional Leagues. a) Provisional
Leagues are those which have been so recognized by the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota. b) The Board of
Directors has responsibility for the establishment of
new Leagues. For this purpose, the Board may organize
a group of women in a community in which no local
League exists and shall recognize the group as a pro-
visional League when it meets the recognition standards
for provisional Leagues adopted by the national Con-
vention. c) The Board of Directors shall withdraw
recognition from a provisional League for recurring
failure to meet the standards for recognizing a pro-
visional League or for failure to progress toward
recognition as a local League. All funds held by a
provisional League from which recognition has been
withdrawn shall be paid to the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

ARTICLE VII
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Vean. The fiscal year of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall commence on
the first of April of each year.

Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the
Convention or Council for adoption a budget for the
ensuing year. This budget shall provide for the sup-
port of the League of Women Voters of the United States
as well as for the state League. A copy of the budget
shall be sent to each local League president at least
three months in advance of the Convention and two
months in advance of Council.

Section 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be
prepared by a committee which shall be appointed for
that purpose at least six months in advance of the Con-
vention or Council. The treasurer shall be ex officio
a member of the Budget Committee but shall not be eli-
gible to serve as chairman.

Section 4, Distaibution of Funds on Dissolution. In
the event of a dissolution for any cause of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota, all monies and securities




which may be owned by or under the absolute control of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be paid
to the League of Women Voters of the United States.
All other property of whatsocver nature, whether real,
personal, or mixed which may at the time be owned by
or under the control of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota shall be dispersed of by any officer or
employce of the organization having possession of same
to such person, organization or corporation, for such
public charitable, or educational uses and purposes as
may be designated by the then Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section & League of Women Voters of Mimnesota Re-
senve Fund. The fund shall contain the $1,000 re-
stricted p. ncipal of the Janc Grey Swisshelm Fund and
all other monies, securities and property of whatever
nature whi.h the Lcague of Women Voters of Minnesota
may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise which the
Board of Di.ectors may designate as reserve funds. Ex-
penditures of monies from the fund and of interest
earned on onies in the fund shall be for League
purposes as may from time to time be determined by the
Board of Di.ectors subject only to restrictions which
may have been imposed by the donor at the time the
funds were received.

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Section 1. PLace, Date, Call and Notifdication. A
Convention of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be held biennially. The time and place of the
Convention shall be determined by the Board of Di-
rectors. The president shall send a call for the Con-
vention to the presidents of local Leagues not less
than four months prior to the date of the Convention.
Thereafter, the Board of Directors may advance or
postpone the opening date of the Convention not more
than two weeks from the date fixed in the first call.
A final call for the Convention shall be sent by the
president to the presidents of local Leagues at least
two months before the Convention.

Section 2. Composition. The Convention shall con-
sist of the delegates chosen by the members enrolled
jn the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this
article, the presidents of local Leagues or an alter-
nate in the event the president is unable to attend,
the members of the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3. OQuafification of Delegates and Voting.
Each delegate shall be a voting member enrolled in a
recognized 1local League in the state of Minnesota.
Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at
the Convention even though the delegate may be attend-
ing in two or more capacities. Absentee or Pproxy
voting shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be
the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to
vote,

Section 4. Representation. The members of the
League of Women Voters of the United States who are
organized into recognized local Leagues in the state
of Minnesota shall be entitled to two delegates for up
through the first twenty-five voting members and one
delegate for every twenty-five additional voting
members or major fraction thercof belonging to said
local League on January lst of said year. The record
in the state office of paid-up voting members shall
determine the official membership count for this
purpose. :

Section 5. Authorization for Action. The Convention
shall consider and authorize for action a Program,
elect officers and directors, shall adopt a budget for
the ensuing year and shall transact such other business
as may be prescnted.

Section 6. Quonum. A quorum shall consist of a
majority of the delcgates registered at the Convention
provided that not less than ten Jlocal Leagues are
represented.

ARTICLE IX
Council

Section 1. Composition. The Council shall be com-
posed of the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota, the presidents of local Leagues
or an alternate in the event the president is unable
to attend, and one delegate chosen by each local
League.

Section 2. PLace, Date, Calff and Notification. A
meeting of the Council shall be held in the interim
year between Conventions, approximately twelve months
after the preceding Convention. The time and place of
the meeting shall be determined by the Board of Di-
rectors. A formal call shall be sent by the president
to the presidents of local Leagues at least thirty
days before a Council meeting. Special meetings may
be called in case of extreme emergency.

Section 3. Powers. The Council shall consider Pro-
gram, methods of work and budget as submitted to the
Board of Directors. The Council dis authorized to
change the Program only in the event of an emergency,
provided that notice of proposed modification of the
Program shall have been sent to the presidents of the
local Leagues at least two months in advance of the
meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-
thirds majority of the members of the Council present
and voting shall be required to adopt the modification.
The Council shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year
and shall transact such other business as shall be
presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not
less than twenty members other than the Board of Di-
rectors for the transaction of business at a Council
meeting.

ARTICLE X
"Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Commiiiee. The Nominating
Committee shall consist of five members, two of whonm
shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chair-
man and two members, who shall not be members of the
Board of Directors, shall be elected by the Convention.
Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further nominations may
be made from the floor of the Convention. The other
members of the committee shall be appointed by the
Board of Directors immediately after the Convention.
Vacancies occurring in the Nominating Committee shall
be filled by the Board of Directors. The president of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall send the
name and address of the chairman of the Nominating
Committee to the president of cach recognized local
League. It shall be the duty of the chairman of the
Nominating Committee to request through the president
of ecach local League suggestions for nominations for
the offices to be filled.




Sectlon 2. Suggestions for Nominations. The chair-
man of the Nominating Committee shall request through
the president of each local League suggestions for
nominations for offices to be filled. Any member may
send suggestions to the chairman of the Nominating Com-
mittce.

Section 3. Report of the Nominating Committee and
Nominations from the Floonr. The report of the nomi-
nating Committee of its nominations for officers, di-
rectors, chairman of the Budget Committee, and the
chairman and two members of the succceding Nominating
Committee shall be sent to local Leagues two months
before the date of the Convention. The report of the
Nominating Committee shall be presented to the Con-
vention on the first day of the Convention. Immedi-
ately following the presentation of this report, nomi-
nations may be made from the floor by any member of
the Convention, provided that the consent of the nomi-
nee shall have been secured.

Section 4. Eflection. The election shall be in charge
of an Election Committee appointed by the president on
the first day of the Convention. The election shall be
by ballot, except that when there is but one nominee
for each office, it shall be in order to move that the
sccretary cast the ballot for every candidate. A ma-
jority vote of those present and voting shall consti-
tute an election.

ARTICLE XTI
Program

Section 1. Painciplfes. The governmental principles
adopted by the national Convention and supported by
the League as a whole constitute the authorization for
the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Program. The Program of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota shall consist of a) action
to implement principles, and b) those state govern-
mental issues chosen for concentrated study and action.

Section 3. Convention Action. The Convention shall
act upon the Program using the following procedures:

a) Local Leagues shall make recommendations for a
Program to the Board of Directors at least three
months prior to the Convention.

b) The Board of Directors shall consider the recom-
mendations and shall formulate a proposed Program
which shall be submitted to the local League
Boards at least two months prior to the Con-
vention.

Recommendations of changes submitted by local
League Boards and received by the Board of Di-
rectors at least three weeks before the opening
of the Convention shall be considered by the
Board prior to the Convention at which time the
Board may change the proposed Program. Such
changes may not be voted on by the Convention on
the same day on which they are proposed.

A majority vote shall be required for the a-
doption of the Program proposed by the Board of
Directors.

Any recommendation for the Program submitted to
the Board of Directors at least three months be-
fore the Convention, but not proposed by the
Board, may be adopted by the Convention provided
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consideration is ordered by a majority vote and
on a following day the proposal for adoption re-
ceives a three-fifths vote.

Section 4. Council Action. The Council may change
the Program as provided in Article IX.

Section 5. Member Action. Members may act in the
name of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota only
when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 6. Local League Action. Local Leagues and
inter-League organizations may take action on state
governmental matters only when authorized to do so by
the Board of Directors of the Lecague of Women Voters
of Minnesota. Local Leagues and inter-League organi-
zations may act only in conformity with, or not contra-
ry to, the position taken by the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Section 1. Nationaf Convention. The Board of Di-
rectors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, at
2 meeting before the date on which the names of dele-
gates must be sent to the national office, shall elect
delegates to that Convention in the number allotted to
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota under the pro-
visions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of
the United States.

Section 2. National Councif. The Board of Directors
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall elect
delegates to the meeting of the Council of the League
of Women Voters of the United States at its meeting
immediately- preceding such Council meeting in the
number allowed the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
under the provisions of the Bylaws of the League of
Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XIII
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parfiamentary Authorify. The rules con-
tained in Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall
govern the corporation in all cases to which they are
applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with
these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XIV
Amendments

Section 1. Amendments. Amendments to these Bylaws
may be proposed by any League Board, provided such
proposed changes shall be submitted to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to a Convention.
All such proposed amendments shall be sent by the
Board to the presidents of all local Leagues at least
two months prior to a Convention together with the
recommendations of the Board of Directors. The presi-
dents of all local Leagues shall notify the members of
their respective Leagues of the proposed amendments.
The failure of a local League president to give such
notice or failure of any members to receive such notice
shall not invalidate amendments to the Bylaws. Amend-
ments shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote at any
Convention.
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To: State Board

From: Ann Knutson-former state Board member and Chair of Program -making-1975
Re: Bylaw Change--Article XI, Section2

Sec. 2 Program Selection. The Convention shall select the governmental issues
for concerted study and action using the following procedures: (same)

(a) Local and state League boards may make recommendations to the Board of Directors
at least three months prior to the Conventipn. (same)

(b) The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations and shall formulate
a proposed Program whigh shall be submitted to the local Leagues at least
(two months) six weeks prior to the Convention. change underlined

Any recommendations for the Program submitted to the Board of Directors at least
three months before the Convention, but not proposed by the Board, may be adopted by
the Convention provided consideration is ordered by a majority vote and voted

on the following day. Adoption of any Program subjcet requires a majority vote.

c-d and e would be dropped from state Bylaws, national Bylaw substituted.

This process would reduce one step in the Program-making process. Reduces paper
work and meeting time for local Leagues and relieves the State Board from additional
time for second round.

I have gone one step further to include a majority vote rather than the current

3/5 vote. League is a grassroots organization, state Board recommendations seem to
have a heavy vote in deciding Program. Are we protecting the local Leagues from them-
selves? LWVMN can still lobby for wise adoption-too much Program, time,money,etc.

It is my opinion that Convention delegates will react seriously to this segment and
rerhaps prefer the 3/5 for adoption.

I tried to write this in model form. Somewhere I suppose wording is needed that Program
is voted on on the day following consideration.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BYLAWS

The Guiding Principles

The League of Women Voters believes in representative
government and in the individual liberties established
in the Constitution of the United States.

The League of Women Voters believes that democratic
government depends upon the informed and active par-
ticipation of its citizens and requires that govern-
mental bodies protect the citizen's right to know by
giving adequate notice of proposed actions, holding
open meetings and making public records available.

The League of Women Voters believes that every citizen
should be protected in his right to vote; that every
person should have access to free public education
which provides equal opportunity for all; and that no
person or group should suffer legal, economic or ad-
ministrative discrimination.

The League of Women Voters believes that efficient and
economical government requires competent personnel,

the clear assignment of responsibility, adequate fi-
nancing and coordination among the different agencies
and levels of government.

The League of Women Voters believes that responsible
government should be responsive to the will of the
people; that government should maintain an equitable
and flexible system of taxation, promote the conser-
vation and development of natural resources in the
public interest, share in the solution of economic and
social problems which affect the general welfare, pro-
mote a sound economy and adopt domestic policies which
facilitate the solution of international problems.

The League of Women Voters believes that cooperation
with other nations is essential in the search for so-
lutions to world problems and that the development of
international organization and international law is
imperative in the promotion of world peace.

As adopted by the 1947 Convention and as amended
by the 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1963, 1965,
1967, 1971, 1973, 1875 and 1977 Ccnventions.

ARTICLE I

Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. This state
League is an integral part of the League of Women
Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE II
Purpose and Policy

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the League of
Women Voters of Minmnesota is to promote political re-
sponsibility through informed and active participation
of citizens in government and to act on selected Zov-
ernmental issues.

Section 2. Poliey. The League may take action on
state governmental measures and policies in the publie
interest in conformity with the Principles of the
League of Women Voters of the United States. It shall
not support or oppose any political party or any
candidate.

ARTICLE III
Membership

Section 1. Eligibility. Any person who subscribes
to the purpose and policy of the League shall be eli-
gible for membership.

Section 2. How composed. The League of Women Voters
of Minnesota shall be composed of members of the League
of Women Voters of the United States who are a) en-
rolled in recognized local Leagues within the state,
or b) enrolled as members at large of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3. Types of Membership.

a) Voting members shall be those citizens at

least 18 years of zge who are enrolled in

- pecognized local Leaguesor the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota.

Associate members shall be all other members
who are enrolled inrecognized local Leagues or
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Members-at-large shall be members who reside
outside the area of and are not enrolled in
any local League. They shall pay annual dues
of $20.00.

Life membership may be granted to any voting
member of the League of Women Voters who at-
tains 50 years as a member of the League of
Women Voters of the United States. No further
dues will be collected, and all privileges will
be retained as a voting member.

ARTICLE IV

Officers

Section 1. Enumeration and Election of Officers. The
officers of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be a president, a first vice-president, a second
vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer. They
shall be elected by the Convention and shall hold of-
fice until the conclusion of the next regular bien-
nial Convention or until their successors have been
elected and qualified.




Section 2. The President. The president shall pre-
side at all meetings of the corporation and of the
Board of Directors unless the president shall designate
another person to preside. The president may, in the
absence or disability of the treasurer, sign or endorse
checks, drafts or notes. The president shall be, ex
officio, a member of all committees except the Nomina-
ting Committee and shall have such usual powers of su-
pervision and management as may pertain to the office
of the president and perform such other duties as may
be designated by the Board.

Section 3. The Viee-Presidents. The two vice-presi-
dents, in the order of their rank, shall, in the event
of absence, disability, resignation or death of the
president, possess all the powers and perform all the
duties of that office. In the event that neither vice-
president is able to serve in this capacity, the Board
of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill
the vacancy. The vice-presidents shall perform such
other duties as the president and Board may designate.

Section 4. The Secretary. The secretary shall keep
minutes of Convention, Council and of meetings of the
Board of Directors. The secretary shall notify all
officers and directors of their election and shall
sign with the president all contracts and other instru-
ments when so authorized by the Board and shall perform
such other functions as may be incident to the office.

Section 5. The Treasurer. The treasurer or a duly
appointed assistant, shall collect and receive all men-
jes due, and be the custodian of these monies, deposit-
ing them in a bank designated by the Board of Direct-
ors, and disbursing the same upon order of the Board of
Directors. The treasurer shall present periodic state-
ments to the Board at its regular meetings and an an-
nual report, including a report of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota Reserve Fund, to the Convention or
Council. The books of the treasurer shall be audited
annually.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors

Section 1. Number, Manner of Selection and Term of
Office. The Board of Directors shall consist of the
officers of the Leapue of Women Voters of Mimnesota,
eight elected directors and not mere than eight ap-
pointed directors. The elected directors shall be
elected by the Convention and shall serve until the
conclusion of the next regular biennial Conventien or
until their successors have been elected and quali-
fied. The elected members shall appoint such addi-
tional directors, not exceeding eight, as they deem
necessary to carry on the work of the League. The
term of office of the appointed directors shall expire
concurrently with the term of office of the elected
directors.

Section 2. Qualifications. No person shall be elec-
ted or appointed or shall continue to serve as an of-
ficer or director of this corporation unless this per-
son is a voting member enrolled in a leoccal League of
Women Voters in the State of Minnesota.

Section 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy other than in
the office of the president may be filled, wuntil the
next Convention, by a majority vote of the remaining
members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Powers and Duties. The Board of Direc-
tors shall have full charge of the property and
business of the corporation with full power and au-
thority to manage and conduct the same, subject to the
instructions of the Convention. The Board shall plan
and direct the work necessary to carry out the Program
on selected governmental issues as adopted by the Con-
vention. It shall accept responsibility delegated to
it by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of the United States for the organization and
development of local Leagues, guidance of inter-League

organizations, for the carrying out of Program and for
promotion in the local Leagues of finance programs
requisite to further the work of the League as a whole,
including transmission of funds toward the support of
adequate state and national budgets. The Board shall
create and designate such special committees as it may
deem necessary.

Section 5. Regular Meetings. There shall be at
least eight regular meetings of the Beard of Directors
annually. The president shall notify each of the di-
rectors of all meetings at least one week before any
such meeting. No action taken at any regular Board
meeting attended by three-fourths of the members of
the Board shall be invalidated because of the failure
of any member or members of the Board to receive any
notice properly sent or because of an irregularity in
any notice actually received.

Section 6. JSpecial Meetings. The president may call
special meetings of the Board of Directors and shall
call a special meeting upon the written request of
five members of the Board. Members of the Board shall
be notified of the time and place of special meetings
by telegram or letter sent at least six days prior to
such meeting. At the time cf a Convention the presi-

dent may, and upon the request of five members of the
Board shall, call a special meeting of the Board by
handing the members of the Board a written notice of
the time and place of said meeting.

Section 7. @Quorwn. A majority of the members of the
Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum, and a
majority of the members in attendance at any Board
meeting shall, in the presence of a quorum, decide its
action.

ARTICLE VI
Recognition of Local and Provisional Leagues

Section 1. Loecal Leagues. a) Local Leagues are those
Leagues which have been so recognized by the League of
Women Voters of the United States. b) The Board of
Directors shall recommend to the national Board of the
League of Women Voters of the United States that it
recognize as a local League any group of members of
the League of Women Voters of the United States in any
community within the state, provided the group meets
qualifying standards for local Leagues as adopted by
the national Convention. ¢) In the event of recurring
failure of a local League to meet these qualifying
standards, the Board of Directors of the League of Wo-
men Voters of Minnesota may recommend to the national
Board that it withdraw recognition from the local
League. All funds held by a local League from which
recognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the
League of Women Voters of Mimnesota.

Section 2. Provisional Leagues. a) Provisional
Leagues are those which have been so recognized by the
League of Women Voters of Minnescta. b) The Board of
Directers of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
has responsibility for the establishment of new Leagues.
For this purpose the Board may organize a group in a
community in which no local League exists and shall
recommend the group for recognition as a provisional
League to the League of Women Voters of the United
States when it meets the qualifying standards for pro-
visional Leagues adopted by the national Convention.
c) In the event of recurring failure of a provisional
League to meet these qualifying standards, the Board
of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota may recommend to the national Board that it with-
draw recognition from the provisional League. All
funds held by a provisional League from which recogni-
tion has been withdrawn shall be paid to the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.




ARTICLE VII
Finance

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall commence on
the first of April each year.

Section 2. Budget. The Board shall submit to the
Convention or Council for adoption a budget for the
ensuing fiscal year. This budget shall provide for
the support of the League of Women Voters cf Minnesota.
A copy of the proposed budget shall be sent to each
local League president at least three months inadvance
of the Convention and two months in advance of Council.

Section 3. Budget Committee. The budget shall be
prepared by a committee which shall be appointed for
that purpose at least six months in advance of the Con-
vention or Council. The treasurer shall be ex officio
a member of the Budzet Committee but shall not be eli-
gible to serve as chairperson.

Section 4. Distribution of Funds on Dissolution. In
the event of a dissolution for any cause of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota, all monies and securities
which may at the time be owned by or under the absolute
control of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
shall be paid to the League of Women Voters of the
United States, after the Board of Directors has paid
or made provision for the payment of all the liabili-
ties of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. All
other property of whatsoever nature, whetherreal, per-
sonal, or mixed, which may at the time be owned by or
under the control of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota, shall be disposed of by any officer or em-
ployee of the corporation having possession of same To
such person, organization, or corporation for such
public, charitable or educational uses and purposes as
may be designated by the then League of Women Voters
of Minnesota.

Section 5. League of Women Voters of Minnesota Re-

gerve Fund. The fund shall contain the $1,000 re-
stricted principal of the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund and
all other monies, securities and property of whatever
pature, which the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
may receive by gift, bequest or otherwise, which the
Board of Directors may designats as reserve funds. Ex-
penditures of monies from the fund and of interest
earned on monies in the fund shall be for League
purposes as may from time to time be determined by the
Board of Directors subject only to restrictions which
may have been imposed by the donor at the time the
funds were received.

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

Section 1. Place, Date and Call. A Convention of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be held
biennially at a time and place to be determined by the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota. The president shall send a first call for
the Convention to the presidents of the local Leagues
not less than four months prior to the cpening date of
the Convention fixed in said call. Thereafter the
Board of Directors may advance or postpone the opening
date of the Convention by not more than two weeks. A
final call for the Convention shall be sent to the
presidents of the local Leaguesat least two months be-
fore the opening date of the Convention.

Section 2. Composition.  The Convention shall con-
sist of the delegates chosen by the members enrolled
in the local Leagues, as provided in Section 4 of this
article, the presidents of local Leagues or an alter-
nate in the event the president is unable to attend,
the members of the Board of Directors of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 3. Qualification of Delegates and Voting.
Each delegate shall be a voting member enrolled in a
recognized local League in the State of Minnesota.
Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote only at
the Convention even though the delegate may be attend-
ing in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy
votring shall not be permitted. The Convention shall be
the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to
vote.

Section 4. Representation. The members of the
League of Women Voters of the United States who are
organized into recognized local Leagues in the State
of Minnesota shall be entitled to voting representa-
tion in the Convention as follows: Each local League
shall be entitled to two delegates, in addition to the
president of the local League or an alternate in the
event the president is unable to attend; these addi-
tional delegates shall be chosen by the local League.
The members in each local League having more than
twenty-five voting members shall also be entitled to
one additional delegate for each additional twenty-five
members or major fraction thereof belonging to said
local League on January lst of said year. The record
in the state office of paid voting members as of Janu-
ary lst of said year shall determine the official mem-
bership count for this purpose.

Section 5. Powers. The Convention shall consider
and authorize for action a Program, shall elect offi-
cers and directors, shall adopt a budget for the ensu-
ing fiscal year, and shall transact such other business
as may be properly presented.

Section 6. Guorum. A quorum shall consist of a
majority of the delegates registered at the Convention
provided that not less than ten 1local Leagues are
represented.

ARTICLE IX
Council

Section 1. Place, Date and Call. A meeting of the
Council shall be held in the interim year between Con-
ventions, approximately twelve months after the pre-
ceding Convention at a time and place to be determined
by the Board of Directors of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. A formal call shall be sent by
the president of the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota to the presidents of the local Leagues in Min-
nesota at least thirty days before the opening date of
a Council meeting. Special meetings may be called in
the event of extreme emergency.

Section 2. Composition. The Council shall be com-
posed of the Board of Directors of the League of, Women
Voters of Minnescta, the presidents of local Leaguss
or an alternate in the event the president is unable
to attend, and one delegate chosen by each local
League.

Section 3. Powers. The Council shall consider Pro-
gram, methods of work and budget as submitted to the
Board of Directors. The Council is authorized to
change the Program only in the event of an emergency,
provided that notice of proposed modification of the
Program shall have been sent to the presidents of the
local Leagues at least two months in advance of the
meeting of the Council, and provided also that a two-
thirds majority of the members of the Council present
and voting shall be required to adopt the modification.
The Council shall adopt a budget for the ensuing year
and shall transact such other business as shall be
presented by the Board.

Section 4. Quorum. A quorum shall consist of not
less than twenty members other than the Board of Di-
rectors for the transaction of business at a Council
meeting.




ARTICLE X
Nominatioens and Elections

Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee shall consist of five members, two of whom
shall be members of the Board of Directors. The chair-
person and two members, who shall not be members of the
Board of Directors, shall be elected by the Convention.
Nominations for these offices shall be made by the
current Nominating Committee. Further neminations may
be made from the floor of the Convention. The other
members of the committee shall be appointed by the
Poard of Directors immediately after the Convention.
Vacancies occurring in the Nominating Committee shall
be filled by the Board of Directors. The president of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota

name and address of the chairperson of the

Committee to the president of each recognize

League.

Section 2. ¢ The Chair-
person of the Nominating e shall request
through the preside al Leapgue suggestions
for nominations £ ff e fi i. Any member
may send suggest
ting Committee.

Section 3. Report of the
nations from the Floor.

nating Committee mins for of
rectors, chairpers ] t Commi
chairperson and two me
Committee shall be
before the date of
Nominating Committee shall
vention on the first day of the
ately following the presentation of this report, nomi-
nations may be made frem the floor by any member of
the Convention, provided that the consent of the nomi-
nee shall have been secured.

to local Le
Convention. report of the
d to the Con-

nvention. Immedi-

Section

direction of ¢ ection ittee appointed bhy the
] of the Convention. The

election shall except that when there is

but one nominee Fice i* shall be in order

to move that the secretary cast the ballot for every

candidate. A majority vote of esent and voting

shall constitute an election.

president

ARTICLE XI
Program

Section 1. Prineiples. The governmental principles
adopted by the national Convention and supported by
the League as a whole constitute the authorization for
the adoption of Program.

Section 2. Program. he Program of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota shall consist of a) action
to implement principles, and b) those state govern-
mental issues chosen for concentrated studyand action.

Section 3. Convention Aetion. The Convention shall
act upon the Program using the following procedures:

a) Local Leagues shall make recommendations for a
Program to the Board of Directors at least three
months prior to the Convention.

b) The Board of Directors shall consider the recom-
mendations and shall formulate a proposed Program
which shall be submitted to the local League
Boards at least six weeks prior to the Conven-
tion.

A majority vote shall be required for the
adoption of the Program proposed by the Board of
Directors.

League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555

Wabasha Street, St. Paul, MN 55102

d) Any recommendation for the Program submitted to
the Board of Directors at least three months be-
fore the Convention, but not proposed by the
Board, may be adopted by the Convention provided
consideration is ordered by a majority vote and
on a following day the proposal for adoption re-
ceives a three-fifths vote.

Section 4. Council Action. The Council may change
the Program as provided in Article IX.

Section 5. Member Action. Members may act in the
name of the League of Women Voters of sota onliy
when authorized to do so by the Board of Directors of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.

Section 6. ecal League Action. Local Leagues and
inter-League organizations may take action on state
governmental issues only when authorized to do so by
the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters
?f Minnesota. Local Leagues may act only in conform-
ity with, and not contrary to, a position taken by the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota and/or the Leapgue

e 2
of Women Voters of the United States.

ARTICLE XII
National Convention and Council

Section 1. National Convention. The Board of Di-
rectors of the League of Wemen Voters of
a meeting before the date on which tl
gates must be sent to the national
delegates to that Convention in nu
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota de pro-
visions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of
the United States.

Section 2. WNational Cowieil. The Board o
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
E X

v
delegates to the meeting of the Council

of Women Voters of the nited States
preceding such Council meeting in the

the League of Women Voters of Minnesota =r the pro-
visions of the Bylaws of the League of Voters of

the United States.

ARTICLE XIII
Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. The rules con-
tained in Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall
govern the corporation in all cases to which they are
applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with
these Bylaws.

ARTICLE XIV
Amendments

Section 1. Amendments. These Bylaws may be amended
by a two-thirds vote at any Convention of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota, using the following pro-
cedures: a) Propesals for changes shall be submitted
by any local League Board in Minnesota to the Board of
Directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
at least three months prior to the opening date of the
Convention. b) All such proposed amendments togethe
with the recommendations of the Board of
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota shall be
to the presidents of local Leagues six v 5 prior to
the opening date of the Convention. c) e presidents
of the local Leagues all notify the members of
respective Leagues of the proposed amendments.
of a local League president to give such notice or
failure of any member to receive such notice shall not
invalidate amendments to the Bylaws of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

July 1977
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To:

Local League Presidents

From:

Re: Proposed State By-Law Changes

Date: January 17, 1977

If your Board or
at the June
for conside
will

your N

convention

Current Wording:

Article:

Section:

Reasons: (Use other side

League of Women Voters of

Barbara Jones, Chairman, By-Law Committee

dite conven
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League of Women Voters of the United States 1730 M Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 Tel. (202) 296-1770
/4 memorandum

October 19, 1978

TO: All State League Presidents

FROM: Ann Viner, Organization Chair

You will want to look over, and keep on file, the enclosed copies of the newly
revised Standard Bylaws for State Leagues and Standard Bylaws for Local Leaques.

If required, additional copies may be ordered from the LWUS (Pub. #2206 and 7224,
free). Orders preciously placedwith our Publication Sales staff are now in the
process of being filled and should reach you shortly. |If you have questicns on

iconstitutional'' matters please be sure to contact the Organization Division.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, MN 55102 - February, 1979

To: Local League Presidents

Jean Reeves, Chair, By-Law Committee
Re: Proposed State By-law Changes
Date: February 16, 1979

Due in State Office April 1, 1979

If your Board or your members have suggestions for by-law changes to be enacted at

the June Convention, please submit your specific ideas and precise wording for con-
sideration by the state Board. Recommended and non-recommended by-laws will be re-
turned to local Leagues six weeks before the state Convention.

Current wording:

Article:

Section:

Proposed Wording or New By-Law:

Article:

Section:

Reasons: (Use other side if necessary)

League of Women Voters of
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AMENDMENTS

State Bylaws Committee: Georgeann Hall,

to
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il
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They were discussed and voted

Underlining indicates amendments

scommended Bylaw Amendments
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Proposed Bylaw Amendments, [

one whi
At its 9¢ meeting the

of Board and 3oard me rs to study the possible addition to the bylaws of a
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statement concerning nancial support for LWVMN."
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