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MINUTES OF STATE BOARD MEETING
Friday, January 10, 1936

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y.W.C.A. on Friday, January 10, 1936.
It was called to order at 10:00 a.m., Miss Mitchell presiding.

Members Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. McNally, Mrs. Pearce, Mrs.Cant,
s. Swain, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Congdon, Mrs. Crosby, Mrs. Beard, lrs. Bundy,

Mrs. Keyes, Mrs. Musser, Mrs. Jewett, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs. Bryan,
Winter, and Miss Lamson. Miss Rosemary Holden, president of the All-
College League Board, was present as the guest of the Board.

The minutes of the December Board meeting were read by the sec-
retary and were accepted with one correction.

Finance
The Treasurer's report was read by Mrs. Crosby. The balance
December lst was $434.48. Receipts during December totaled $337.84, of
which $183.83 was received in cquotas from local Leagues. Disbursements
during December totaled $638.88, leaving a balance of $133.44. Bills
payable January 1, 1936 totaled $372.78. Mrs. Swain moved, seconded by
Mrs. McNally, that the treasurer's report be accepted and ordered placed
on file, all bills to be paid where possible. Mrs. Crosby also read the
auditor's report for the two years, Oct. 1, 1933 - Sept. 30, 1935, which

was accepted.

Organization

Miss Mitchell announced that Mrs. Blakey and Mrs. McGuire had
been appointed delegates and Mrs. Holmen and Miss Merrill alternates to
the Eleventh Conference on the Cause and Cure of War to be held in Wash-
ington Jamary 21 to 24. Additional alternate credentials were obtained
3

or Miss Lusk and Mrs. Burr.

Miss Mitchell asked the opinion of the Board on sending in-

vitations to the Tribune and Journal Conferences to the local Leagues.

It was the feeling of the Board that such invitations be extended local
League presidents through the state office.

Miss Mitchell announced that Miss Horr had been loaned to the




Missouri League of Wemen Voters for the month of Jamuary to organize
Leagues in that state.

It was announced that reports of seven Congressional Interviews
have been received and that the other two Congressmen had been interviewed,
but as yet the reports had not been received.

Civil Service Bill

e

Mrs. Beard reported on the League's work for the civil service
bill in the special session of the legislature. A new bill had been drawn
up and introduced into this session with no significant changes excent in
the section gunaranteeing equal status to men and women in the Civil Service
which had. added the words “whenever practicable". Mrs. Beard immediately
conferred with the House authors who recalled this bill and introduced a
new bill with this section omitted entirely. Mrs. Beard and Miss Horr
spoke for the bill before the House Rules Committee which took no action

on the bill. The civil service bill wag introduced in the Senate also, and
was killed by the Senate Rules Committee. Mrs. Beard felt that effective
educational work had been done in this session which would help to get the
bill thru the next regular session.

Reorganization of Relief Set-Up

Mrs. Cant read a memorandum of a conversation which she had with
Mr. Zimmerman as to the advisability of asking the legislature to appoint
an Interim Commission to study the state and local relief set-up and re-
commend legislation for a permanent welfare organization to the next
regular session of the legislature.

Dr. Boynton called attention to a bill which has been introduced
into. both houses of the legislature (S.F. 103, H.F. 129) which would

establish county welfare boards of five members, two selected by the Board

of Control, two by the County Commissioners and the fifth by the other

four, and one of whom must be a woman. This Board shall appoint an execu-

tive secretary who is qualified and meets the approval of the State Board




of Control. The County Welfare Board is to administer all forms of public B

assistance, i. e., child welfare, mothers' aid, old age pensions, and relief.
After discussion it was decided that the League was not ready to support

such a bill, but could ask the legislature to appoint an Interim Commission
to study the relief and welfare situation and recommend permanent legislation.
It was thereupon moved by Mrs. Pearce, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that a com-
mittee consisting of Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Cant, and Mrs. Beard be appointed to
draw up a letter to be placed on the desk of each member of the legislature
asking the appointment of an Interim Commission to study the state and

local relief set-up and public welfare crganization. Carried.

Discussion of Neutrality

Mrs. McNally read part of a letter from the national chairman
discussing and explaining the various peace groups and distinguishing
their aims and methods of work from the League's. She also rsad parts
of another letter from the national chairman on the Proposed Program of
Work, especially the secion dealing with neutrality. Replies from state
chairman have shown wide difference of opinion as to what position the
League should take on this question. In a recent interview which Mrs.
McNally had with Miss Wells, she said that the League had not yet taken
a stand on neutrality legislation but that i attitude is one of open-
minded, continued educational work.

Mrs. McNally then explained the neutrality act introduced on
the opening day of Congress by Senator Pittman, This bill provides that
at the outbreak of war, the president must apply an embargo on arms, loans
and credits, etc.

At the end of Mrs. McNally's discussion, Mrs. Cant moved,
geconded by Mrs. Stakman, that nearby local League department chairmen be
invited to attend Board meetings at which subjects of special concern to

their departments are to be discussed, perhaps arriving at the Board




meeting about 11:30. Carried

Recess was then taken for luncheon.

114

Mrs. Swain told of the state's plans for the

After luncheon
Campaign during January. She announced that Personnel Day will be January
<9th, with a nation-wide broadcast from nine-thirty to ten o'clock in which
Secretary of Commerce Daniel C. Roper, Governor Fitzgerald of Michigan and
Mayor LaGuardia of New York City will participate. She told of the Winona!
Leagues's plans to have a seven o'clock supper at a night club and listen
to the broadcast later and urged all local Leagues to plan some sort of a
function for Personnel Day and to get good publicity on it.

Miss Rosemary Holden, of St. Catherine's College, president of
the All-College League Boaxrd, told of the College Leagues' plans to parti-
cipate in the Campaign and of the mid-winter Board meeting and Day at the
Lezislature planned for Friday, January 17th. She invited all members of
the Board who could attend to do so.

The meeting ad journed at two p. m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. J. D. Winter, Secretary
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MINUTES OF STATE BOARD MEETING L
Friday, June 12, 1936 /

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held in St. Cloud on Friday, June 12, 1936. The morning méeting was
held at the home of Mrs. A. G. Whitney. It opened at 10:30 o'clock, Miss Mitchell
presiding. '

Present : Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Pearce, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Weight,
Mrs. Richards, Mrs, Musser, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs. Townley, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs.
Bundy, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs. Beard, Mrs, Ricker, Miss Hil}, #nd Miss Horr and Miss
Lamson, Myss Keith Olark,former member of the Board, was present as a guest.
Mrs. Geo. Friedrich and Mrs. J,M. Dobson, former members of the Board, and Mrs.
Lawrence Hall, president of the St. Cloud League, were present for luncheon.,

In the absence of the secretary, Mrs, Townely was appointed secretary
pro tem. It was moved by Dr. Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Pearce, that reading
of the mimutes of the last meeting be omitted, since copies had been mailed to
all Board members.

Finance

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Cant read the treasurer's report
for May. The balance May 1 was $309.85. Receipts during May totaled $959.00,
of which $637.52 was received in quotas from local Leagues. Disbursements
amounted to $709.68, leaving a balance May 31, of $559,17. Bills payable June
1 totaled $471.44. It was moved by Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs. Zavoral, that
the treasurer's report be accepted and ordered placed on file.

Miss Lamson reported on a proposed plan to purchase a new mimeograph for
the office in cooperation with the Minneapolis League. After discussion, Mrs,

Pearce moved, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that the Board authorize the purchase of
a new mimeograph in cooperation with the Minneapolis League. Carried.

Organization
Miss Mitchell reported the resignation of Mrs. George Crosby as state

treasurer., It was thereupon moved by Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs., Musser, that
Mrs, Crosby's resignation be accepted with regret.

Since Mrs. Bundy, A director, has been elected president of the Ramsey
County League, it was moved by Mrs. Richards, seconded by Mrs, Cant, that Mrs,
Pundy become Fourth District Chairman and Mrs. Stakman,who has been Fourth Dis-
trict Chairman, become a Director. Carried.

The secretary read a letter from Miss Teresina Rowell, offering her
resignation as Collegé League Adviser since she will be out of the country
next year. On motion of Mrs. Pearce, seconded by Dr. Boynton, Miss Rowell's
resignation was accepted with regbet. Miss Mitchell reported that the Executive
Committee recommends as Miss Howell's successor Sister Bucharista of the College

-

of St. Catherine who has been advisor for the College League there. Sister




§
f}EMcharista has indicated that it would be possible for her to accept such an ap-

pointment. Miss Keith Clark, at the invitation of the Board, spoke very highly
of Sister Bucharista and recommended her appointment. On motion of Mrs., Swain,
seconded by Mrs. Pearce, Sister Eucharista was appointed College League Adviser,

Miss Mitchell reported a conversation with Mrs., Determan in which the -
latter offered her resignation as Sixth District Chairman because of her appoint-
ment as a member of the State Board of Control. After discussion, it was moved
by Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that Mrs. Determan's resignation be ac-
cepted with regret. The appointment of a successor was postponed mntil #tle August
Board meeting.

Miss Horr reported on thé seven May meetings held throughout the state.
Attendance wasnot as goo@ as usual, perhaps due to the long distances Leagues had
to travel, She reported the organization of new Leagues at St. Peter and Waseca.

Miss Mitchell reminded the Board that there would be no July meeting
and no July 6r August VOTERS. Miss Lamson will be away during July and a substi-
tute will be incharge of the office.

Proposed Revigion of Flection Laws
- Miss Mitchell reported that Mrs., C. C. Ludwig had been asked to look

into the matter of revision of the Digest of Minnesota Election Laws or the
possibility of issuing a new Voter's Handbook., Discussion was invited as to
type of handbook, size, number which could be sold, contents, etc. The opinion
of the Board was that a small sized book which could be kept in a pocketbook
would be best. There was a great deal of discussion as to whether it should be
in the form of a calendar which would be temporary or should be more general and
permanent. Mrs. Cant suggested that a committee composed of one person from

Ste Paul, Minneapolis, and Duluth, together with Mrs, Iumdwig and Mrs. Richards,
be appointed to look into the matter further. If it was small, cheap, and tem-
porary, it was felt that more copies could be sold at one push than if it were

permanent. Perhaps two different kindsof pamphlets should be issued.
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Party Planks and Petition Cards: Since the League has had so much publicity
in connection with the Republican Party Convention, it is very easy to get
cards signed and also very neceséary in order to keep sending them in during
the Democratic Convention. Mrs. Cant suggested that all Board members coop-
erate in getting 1,000 more signed next week to send to Philadelphia,

Convention
e secretary read an invitation from the Minneapolis League to hold

the state convention in Minneapolis October 13 - 15, Mrs, Musser moved, see
conded by Mrs. Pearce, that the invitation be accepted. Mrs., Cant asked for
an expression of opinion as to whether the Nicollet or the Curtis would pre-
ferable. Many Board members felt that the Nicollet might be tried this year
and that they whould both be asked for bids.

Miss Mitchell reported that the Executive Committee recommends the ap-
pointment of Mrs, Crary of St, Cloud as budget chairman again this year. Mrs,
Pearce moved, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that Mrs., Crary be appointed. The Execu=~
tive Committee recommends that Mrs. Wm, Pearce of Faribahnlt be appointed chairma
of the Nominating Committee. On motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Dr. Boynton,
Mrs, Pearce was appointed. Mrs., Stakman moved, seconded by Mrs., Musser, that the
following be appointed members of the nominating committee:

First District - Mrs. Carmichael, Austin or Janette Lidberg, Red Wing

Second District - Mrs. Emil Nelson, Hutchinson or Mrs, Gloss, Gaylord

Third District - Mrs, Mariette or Mrs. Addison Lewis of Minnetonka

$ixth District - Mrs. Turner, St. Cloud, or Mrs, Cutts, Litchfield

Seventh District - Mrs. Workman, Tracy, or Mrs. Toutges, Pipestone

Eighth District - Mrs. Campton, Two Harbors, or Miss Josephine Carey,Duluth

Ninth District - Mrs. Peterson, Modrhead or Mrs. Heaton, Bemidji

The St. Paul and Minneapolis Leagues were asked to suggest someone to
represent the Fourth and Fifth Districts respectively on the Nominating Committee.

The Executive Committee recommends appointment of a By-Laws Committee
composed of Mrs. New, chairman, Mrs. Musser and Mrs. Botsford., On motion of Mrs.
Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Cant, this committee was appointed.

On motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by MMrs., Ricker, the executive Com-

mittee was neded the program committee for the convention, acting with the cone

vention committee.




It was moved by Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs. Stakman, that Mrs. Selover
of Winona be invited to give the Response to Mrs, Cant's welcome.

Miss Mitchell reported on the tentative plan for the convention program
which has been evolved from several different suggestions. The State Board meet- P
ing will be held Monday, the 12th, sith the St. Peul and statemembers of the Board
~cting as hostesses. Tuesday morning will be devoted to the Presidents' Confer-
ence and perhaps two round tables, one on methods of study and another on how to
interview a legislator. The Convention will officially open Tuesday afternoon,
Tuesday evening from 5:30 to 8:00 there will be five Department Conferences,

Child Welfare and Economic Welfare combining into one,

Wednesday will be devoted to a discussion of the Program of Work and that
night there will be a Banquet instead of the Freside Supper. The convention wijl
close with a luncheon Thursday noon at which T. V. Smith will speek on "How the
League Should Look to a Legislator". A special effort will be made to have legise
lators present at this luncheon., It was moved by Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs, Stak-
man, that Mr.. T. V. Smith, professor of philesophy at the University of Chicago and
a member of the Illinois state senate, be invited to speak at the state convention.

Communications
A letter was read from Professor Short, secretary of the Committee on

Training for Public Administration at the University of Minnesota, concerning the
fellowshipes His Committee will have.available next fall for young people now in
public service.

A letter was read from President Coffman announcing the appointment of
Miss Elizabeth Valentine Davis as the Ueland Fellowship holder for 1936-37.

A letter was read from Miss Wells concerning the establishment of affili-

ation etandards for state and local Leagues and the adoption of an official insig=-

nia by the national League to give only to Leagues which live up to these standards.

There was general discussion of this policy.

The Board meeting recessed at 12:30 for luncheon at Grandmother's Garden.
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Proposed Program of Work
After luncheon there was discussion of the Tentative Program of Work

drawn up at the Department Chairmen's Conference Thursday night. It was the
opinion of the Board that "For Emphasis" should be substituted for "Current Pro-
jects", It was suggested that Mrs, Begrd consult with authorities as to what
civil service bill will be introduced and then prepare a new analysis of this
bill in question and answer form, It was also suggested that a flyer giving

the main points of the bill be prepared for the use of members of the legislature.

There was a suggestion for re-wording the larger units item to read,
"Reorganization of units of school taxation and administration to accomplish
efficiency and economy." Mrs. Pearce was asked to consider such a suggestion.

There was discussion of the Ieague's doing a great deal of educating
on the tax limitation amendment in the fall under the item, "Expenditure control
as a practicable method of property tax reductiond"

"Unemployment Compensation" was tentatively put under Continued Respon-
sibilities; but Mrs. Wright was asked to consult authorities as to the best kind
of a bill and State Board members were asked to study this question and talk to
different kinds of people about it before the August Board meeting to see whether
they will then feel prepared to support such a bill.

Mrs. Pearce brought up the question of the League's supporting a bill
for certification of school librarians, After discussion, it was moved by Mrs.
Pearce, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that an item "Recertification of school librarians
on the basis of definite standards" be added under Continued Responsibilities.
The motion was carried.

Mrs., Wright broughtup the ctestion of adding "Health Insurance" under
Study. After discussion, Mrs. Wright moved, seconded by Mrs. Townley, that
"Health Insurance" be added under Study. The motion was not carried,

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 o'clock.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, J. L. Townley, Jr.
Secretary pro tem






















ATE BOARD MEETING
tember 11, 1936

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y.W.C.A. on Friday, September 11,
1936. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M., Miss Mitchell Presiding.

Members Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs., Swein, Dr. Boynton, Mrs.
O'Melley, Mrs. Beard, lrs. MclNally, lMrs. Bostford, Mrs. Musser, Mrs, Stakmen,
Mrs. Denny, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs., Richards, lMrs. Cant, Mrs. Pearce,
and Miss Horr and Miss Lamson, Miss Emily Child former executive secretary
of the state League, was present for e short time, as were also Mrs. M, J.
Shapiro and Mrs., J. S, Bauman from the Minneapolis League.

Mrs. Botsford, moved, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that reading of the
minutes of the August Board meeting be omitted, since copies had been mail=-
ed to all Board members.

Finance:

In the absence of a treasurer, Miss Lamson read the treasurer's
report for the month of August. The balance on hand August 1 was $280.05.
Receipts during August totaled $1453.24, of which $793 wms received in quotas
from local Leagues. Disbursements amounted to $966.74, leaving a balance
August 31 of §$486.50. Bills payable September 1 amounted to $431.57. MNrs.
Swain thereupon moved, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the treasurer's report
be accepted end ordered placed on file.

tate Convention:

Miss Mitchell announced that the convention will be held at the
Curtis Hotel instead of at the Nicollet. The tentative program was read
end discussed. There was discussion of the presentetion of the program of
the Department of Govermment and Foreign Policy. It was decided to invite
Dr. O, B, Jesness of the University Farm School to speek on Reciprocal Trade
Agreements. There was general discussion of the best method of presentating
the Taxation program Tuesday evening, and it was moved by lMrs. Richards,
seconded by Mrs. Beard to invite a guest speaker for Tuesday ewening who
would speak on the Tax problem as g whole. It was decided to try to get a
senator to submit to being interviewed on the State Civil Service Bill.

In connection with the Sociel Serurity luncheon program, it was

decided to invite an outside speaker to talk on Coordinated Public Welfare

Orgenization. Miss Gladys Harrison will speak generally on the Social

Security Act, and Mr. Fred Wilcox will speak on Unemployment Compensetion.
T. V. Smith will speek at the closing luncheon Thursdey, and the

Bomrd approved,of asking Mrs. Vivien Thorp to preside at this luncheon.




1t was decided to ask Governor Petersen and chairmen of the senaté Committees
which consider League bills to sit at the speakers' table.

Orgenization:

Miss Horr reported that she has visited twelve Learues so far this

fall. The Red Wing League has veen instrumentel in securing e Public Welfare [

Nurse for their ecity.

Proposed Fropram of Work:

Dr. Boynton moved that the words, "Public Health"™ in Item 4
under Continued Responsibilities be omitted for this year. The motion was
seconded by Mrs. Pearce and carried.

Dr. Boynton moved that Item 5 under Continued Responsibilities be
added to Item 4 under Continued Responsibilities so that item will then read

"Application of the Social Security Act to Minnesota: Unemploy-

ment Compensetion, Child Welfare Serwvices, Adequate Provision
for Maternity, infency, and child hygiene."
This motion was secondéd by lMrs. Musser and carried.

Dr. Boynton called upon Mrs. M. J. Shapiro, Child Welfare Chair-
man for the Minneapolis League to explain child labor legislation to be re-
commended by Miss Burton of the Industriael Commission. Mrs. Shapiro said
that the Industrial Commission feels that Minnesota's child labor legisla~-
tion is adequate except in regard to children in commereial agriculture.
Legislation on this subject will be proposed by the Industrial Commission
for which Miss Burton has asked for League support. Miss Child wes invit-
ed to speak and explained that undoubtedly there would be a great deal of
opposition to such legislation from the same sources as opposed the Child
Labor Amendment and that the Learue should not underteke such support un-
less local Leagues were very well informed on the subgject end ready to meet
the arguments of the opposition. The proposal was laid over until the pre~-
convention Board meeting for action.

A letter from Mrs. Wright was read conteining a suggestion from

the Minneepolis League for inclusion of Collective Bargeining under Study.
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Mrs. Wright therefore proposed re-wording Item 4 under study to read: "Labor S

Problems: a) Colledtive Bargaining; (b) Status of Minimum Wage Legislation."
lirs, Denny moved, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that this item be so changed. Car-
ried.

Mrs. Baumen, Minneapolis Chairman of Public Relief, reported an in-
terview which the committee composed of herself, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. shapiro)
and Mrs. Zavoral had with Mr. Youngdahl, Director of the Coordinated field
Service and Mr. Lightner of St. Paul, member of the Interim Committee on Public
Welfare. UMr. Youngdahl says thet Mr. Zimmermsn is calling distriet meetings
of County officers which pass resclutions against trained workers and for hav-
ing the Board of County Commissioners constituted the Board of Public Welfare
for the counties. These resolutions are then submitted to the Interim Comm-
ittee to indicate that public opinion is in favor of locel administration of
relief without stete supervision and opposed to trained workers. It was sug-
gested that the League do more follow-up work on the members of the Interim
Committee, and that Dr. Boynton end Miss lMitchell write a letter to local
Lesgues telling them of these district meetings and asking them to attend
end watch welfare reorganization in their counties.

lirs. Richards reported on conferences which she has had with Mr,
Henderson of the Minnesota Institute of Govermmentel Research, Mr. Vallace
of the State Tax Commission end Senator Miller of the Interim Tax Committee.
My, Miller said that the resolution appointing an Interim Tax Committee limits
its work to state expenditures and they cannot deal with local texation or
expenditures. Mr. Henderson has suggested that the League work for permanent
legislative committees on taxetion, public welfare, education, ete. to watch
state administretion of these matters. lir, Wallace and Mr. Penderson both
say that the County Assessor plan is definitely out and a measure for state
supervision of assessors will be proposed . Mrs. Richards may wish to offer
e re-wording of the assessor item at the pre-convention Board meeting.

Mrs. Beard reported that in connection with the support of a




Civil Service Bill in the legislature, it has been suggested that the Learue-"
orgenize a statewide Council of interested persons and representatives of
interested orgenizations to draft a bill and support it in the legislature.
Although Mr. Henderson feels that this council should be very large and in=-

clude all possible groups, the Borad felt thet it should besmell.’ 1t was

L

suggested that a letter be sent immediately to the Americam Legion asking

for their cooperation and to the Federation of Women's Clubs and PTA esking
them to include a state civil service law on their state convention progrems.

1t was decided not to call a meeting of such a Council until after the election.

Revision of By-Laws:

lMrs. Cant mdved to rescind the vote of the last State Board meet=-
ing and to submit to the state convention the question of whether the League
should have a fall or spring convention. The motion was carried.

lMirs. Beard moved, seconded by Mrs. O'Malley that the matter of have
ing a biennial convention and & Council meeting in the alternate years which
was laid on the table by the last State Board meeting be submitted to the
state convention for discussion and vote. Carried.

It was suggested that a thorough discussion of both of these changes
be ellowed at the convention, with speakers to present both sides of the
question.

Mrs. Musser moved, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that a change in the
By-Lews to permit election of officers at the convention by a method to
be prescribed by the Stete Board be submitted to the convention. Carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M,




MINUTES OF STATE BOARD ME
Monday, Qct. 12, 1036

The pre-convention Board meeting of the Minnesota Leagzue of Women Voters was
held on Monday, uctouer 12, 1@”6, at the home of Mre. E C Stakmen, in St. Paul.
Ten members of the Board were hostesses for dinner and the meeting was called
to order at eight p.m., Miss Mitchell presiding.

Members pre Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Keyes, Nrs vain, Mrs. Zavoral, lrs.
Denny, Mrs 2] Mrs. New, Mrs. ”c‘ﬁTl", Mrs. Musser, Mrs, Wright, Mrs.
Richards, Mrs. Malley, Mrs. Townley, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Ricker, Mrs. Jewett,
Pearce, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Botsford, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs, Winter, Mrs,
Luw and Miss Horr and Mi nson. Mrs., Lee, general conven-
j Crounse, convention p J]lvﬂtJ chairman, were also

moved that reading of the minutes of the September Board meeting
, since copies had been mailel to all Board members.
- .

Finance he absence of a treasuer, the treasuer's report for September was

Receipts during the mon £ 354 of which $352,23
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balance on hand September

$272.89., Bills payable October lst amounted

Swein, seconded by Mrs. Richards,

ordered placed on file, all bills to be paid where possible. Carried.

The secretary read a letter from Mrs. DE \airman of the convention bud-

get committee, submitting and plaining the proposed budzet for 1936-37.
nusser moved, seconded by Mrs. McNally, that the budget as proposed by

convention.

1

Piss Mitchell announced the { amson is leaving in Jamuary to become
tary of the 3111 i €8 She will be on ps me during November
December. Mie tchell reps d the ne E nti Commi recommends
appointment of Mrs : m ol elp i he offi ring November and
December and for full time after January lst.

hat Mrs. Collins be employed part time
December and be appointed permanently as arranged by the

tive Committee.
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MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MEETING
November 13th, 1936

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters

was held on Friday, November 13th, in the Y W C A in Minneapolis. The meeting
was called to order at 10 a.m., Miss Mitchell presiding.

Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Wright, Mrs. Temple, Mrs, Lamberton, Mrs. O'Malley,
Mrs. Swain, Mrs, Turner, Mrs, Hudson, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs., Denny, Mrs.
Zavoral, Mrs, Winter, Mrs. Musser, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Ricker, Mrs, McNally, Mrs,
Beard, Mrs., Stakman, Sister Bucharista, Mrs. Cant, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Jewett, and
Stsver—Sucimriete—of the State Board, Mrs. Bauman and Mrs, Wahl of the Minneapolis
league, Mrs. Sommers of the St. Paul League, and Miss Horr, Miss Lamson and Mrs,
Collins, staff.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs., Zavoral that the reading
of the mimjtes of the October 12th meeting, having been checked by secretary and
president, be omitted.

Treasurer's report was given by Mrs, Temple, treasurer.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Lamberton, seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that the
report of the Treasurer be accepted as read.

Mrs, Collins read the financial report for the recent State Conventiom.

Mrs, Musser reported on her letters to Board members to raise $100 of the $500

balance left to raise to meet the additional $1 000 voted at the convention to be

included in the budget for staff,

Miss Mitchell reported on the request from the National League for interviews
with members of Congress from Minnesota, and the following assignments were made:
Mrs. Swain and Mrs. Botsford of Winona to write or interview personally MNr.
Andresen of Red Wing from the First District, particularly on the Ramspeck bill;
Mre, D H Grannis of South St. Peml to be asked to interview Mr, Ryan of the Second
District; Minneapolis League to interview Mr. Teigan and Mr, Johnson of the Third
and Fifth Districts: Ramsey County League, Mr., Maas; Mrs, Turner of St. Cloud,
Mr. Kmutson; Hibbing group Mr. Bernmard of Eveleth, and Mrs. Wayne Peterson of
Moorhead, Mr. Buckler of Crookston.

Mrs., Bauman spoke on the subject of coordination of welfare activities in




Minnesota, and told of the various suggestions that have been made for such
coordination, and outlined in detail the so-called "ideal" plan, calling
for a lay board of seven members, entirely policy-making, appointed by the
Governor with the consent of the Senate, and a director to be in charge

of all welfare activities, including state institutions. Mrs, Bauman ex-

plained that the Interim Committee on Welfare and the State Planning

Board are both expected to bring in recommendations. The State Planning
Board is making a survey of all welfare organizations, public and
private, but do not know as yet whether they will present a bill.

There was discussion regarding the "ideal" plan and other suggestions,
which include a department oflpublic welfare which would not include juris-
diction over state institutions, and coordipation of activities under the
present State Board of Control. A committee consisting of Mrs. Bauman,
Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs, Benjamin, Mrs. Shapiro, and Mrs. Wright
interviewed social workers and various public officials to determine.what
in their opinion would be the best possible legislation, but could dﬁter-
mine no consensus of opinion,

This Committee wishes to submit the following points for consideration:
There is everything to be gained and nothing to be last by supporting the
plan calling for a lay board and a director of Public Welfare as an ultimate
goal for the state administration; That in whatever measu¥e is pr0posed,-
there must be gdequate provisions protecting personnel standards; with
reference to county welfare boar&s, personnel shallconsist of not more thén
tw§7g§:iissioners. ;he rest to‘be representative'men and women chosen for
their known interest in public welfare, with the approval of the state
welfare administration; such a board shall be policy making, not administr;»

tive, and shall elect an executive secretary on a merit basis without




A
regard to residence; that while administration should be local, it is
necessary that there should be state supervision setting certain standamds
to insure that local boards are following accepted practices and are
employing qualified workers, and as a fourth point that whater type of
state administration is decided upon, it shall include relief as well as
other welfare services,

B A letter from Senator Galvin, chairman of the Interim Committee on
Welfare, to Miss Mitchell in reply to the League's letter wbted at conven-
tion on the subject of county weIfare standards was read by the secretary.

IT WAS VOTED .on motion of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Mrs. Zavaral that
in addition to the points outlined in the letter to Senator Galvin cover-
ing county administration we express our belief that a state department of
welfare organized under a lay board is the most effective set up for the
state. It was decided to release newspaper publicity on this Board vote,
to be prepared by Mrs. Bauman, Mrs, Wright andothers members of the
committee present.

Mrs, Swain said she would ask Semator Galvin if he had heard from any
local Leagues following Miss Mitchell's request to them, and if not, there
.would be a follow up made.

Mrs, Wahl spoke on the subject of Unemployment Compensation, speaking
particularly on the guestion of employee participation.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Mrs, Zavoral, that
the League continue support of unemployment insurance as a general principle.

Mrs, Beard spoke on the question of a Civil Service bill, telling of

ways in which the bill introduced at the last session could be improved,

comparing it with Civil Service laws in other states, and explaining the

plan for a Citizens' Committee on Civil Service. It was decided that the

State and Federal Employee Associations should not be included in such a




camittee but that the Farm Bureau should be.

There was discussion as to how bills should rank in interviews with
legislators. It is generally agreed that civil service should rank first.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, secondee by Mrs, Musser, that
reorganization of public welfare be second to civil service.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that
we include our stand for the general principle of unemployment compensa-
tionm,

An appeal for News Letter subscriptions was made by Miss Horr,

Meeting ad journed to the second floor for luncheon.

Arter luncheon Miss Mitchell explainee about the difficulty in connec-
tion with the new offices. Inasmuch as the League would not be given a
lease and would be asked to move at any time on thirty days' notice, it
was felt advisable to stay in present quarters, particularly as the agent
has expressed his willingness to continue at the previous rental, with
permission of ownerse.

Miss Mitchell reported that the executive committee advises. the re-

appointment of all Department chairmen, with the exception of Mrs. Pearce,

Fducation chairman, who is still undecided as to whether she can carry on.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs, Beard, that all
Department Chairmam be reappointed.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Jewett, seconded by Mrs, McNally, that
Mrs., Swain be appointed special Personnal chairman.

Miss Mitchell stated that appointment of other special advisers would
be made at the De cember meeting.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs. Turner, that
the executive committee be reappointed with the addition of the first

vice president (if there is no provision in the by-laws against an execu-
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tive committee of eight members, or having the secretary an ex-officio member),

Miss Horr recommended th:.t three Leagues be removed from the list of
active Leagues - Elk River, Sherburne, and Kasson., She told of the plans
for an "imstitute" for board members who will help on League organization,
planned for December 10th, and gave a report of the All-College League
Conference at Carleton, October 16 and 17,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, secondee by Mrs. Ricker, that
the three above mentioned Leagues be dropped.

Mrs, Swain called attention to the forthecoming edition of thedAnnals of
the American Academy of Political Science, which will be devoted to the sub-
Ject of qualified personnel and which is offered at a special price to the
League of Women Voters. It was decided that one should be ordered for the
files of the State Office,

Miss Mitchell read letters from Mrs, Blakey and Miss Wells.

Mrs, Bundy brought up the question of requests from other organiza-
tions to the League for speakers. Mrs. Denny is preparing a list of
available speakers on various subjects.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bundy, seconded by Mrs, Lamberton, that

it be League policy to make an especial effort to send speakers to out-
only
side organizationsAon the items we have for legislative and congressional

support.
Stereoptican slides of the National League office were showh.
Meeting adjourned at 2 p,.m,

Respecitfully submitted,

Mrs. J D Winter, Secretary




MINUTES OF THE STATE ROARD MEETING
December 11lth, 1938

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters

was held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, Becember 1llth, at 10:00 a.m., Miss
Mitchell presiding. Present - Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Swain,
Mrs., Lamberton, Mrs., Temple, Mrs. O'Malley, Mrs. New, Mrs. Denny, Mes., Newhart,
Mrs, Wright, Mrs, Congdon, Mrs. Botsford, Mrs., Winter, lrs. Beard, Rr, Boynton,
Mrs. Ricker, Mrs, Huntley, Mrs., Bauman, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs. Waljl, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs,
McFally, Mrs, Zavoral and Mrs. Iuwe; Miss Horr, Miss Lamson and Mrs, Collins,
gtaff, and Mrs. Krueger, of St. Paul, guest.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, New, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that the reading of the
November minutes be omitted as coples of the minutes had been sent to all Boaré
members.,

lirs. Temple read the Treasurer's report, showing a balance the 1st of
November of $400,43, receipts during the month of $1,003,40, disbursement of
$988.70, leaving a balance November 30th of $415,13, and bills payable December
1st of $480.34., 1IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs. Newhart,

that the treasurer's report be accepted and placed on file,

Miss Mitchell expressed her appreciation of Miss Lamson, who is leaving

Jamiary 1lst to accept a position as executive secretary of the California lLeague

of Women Voters. IT WAS VOTED on motidn of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs, Cant,
that the Board express its appreciation of the valiant services rendered to the
Leasue by Miss Lamson,
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Botsford, seconded by Mrs. Turner, that
Mrs. Pearce be reappointed chairman of the Department of Covernment and Education.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs. Lamberton, that
the Board approve the three following appocintments of special chairmen - Mrs., Dwain
of Minnespolis, as radio chairman; Mrs, F Gordon Ricker, of Minneapolis,
editor of the Woman Voter, and Sister Bucharista, of St. Catherine's College,

College League adviser,




Miss Mitchell spoke of asking two special advisors on coordination of
welfare activities and unemployment compensation to sit with the Board during the
legi slative session., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Mrs.
O'Malley, that the following two special advisors be appointed - Mrs. John S.

Bauman, of Minneapolis, on coordination of welfare activities, and Mrs, O E

Wahl, of Minneapolis, on unemployment compensation.

Miss Mitchell announced that Miss Katherine Wallace, of the Minneapolis
League, and former president of the Business and Professional Women, will consent
to serve as chairman of the Legislative Council. ITWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.
Cant, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that the Lesgue endorse Miss Wallace as chairman
of this Council,

Mrs, Swain announced that Mrs. Dwain Ewing and Mrs, Florence Lehman
Remington would serve as judges for the college skit contest. IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs, Lamberton, seconded by Mrs. Temple, that the three judges be
Mrs. Swain, Mrs, Ewing and Mrs, Remington.

Miss Horr gave her report of field trips during the last monkh, and told
of the classes on League Leadership conducted by her in St. Paul, Duluth, and for
the State Board. Miss Horr reported on News Letter subscriptions from Minnesota,
ihich total 236 out of our goal of 350. Secretary read a letter from Miss Wells
in regard to the News Letter.

There followed discussion on the three major support items of the Leszue
at the coming legislative session - Civil Service, Coordination of Public Welfare,
and Unemployment. Compensation, from the standpoint of background, education, pre-
session work, Legislative session and post-session work,

Under Civil Service - Background - the two-year cammaign started in 1934
at the National Convention was mentioned, and the fact that it has been on the

National program since 1922, and the state program since 1935. As Bducation, dis-
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tribution of publications and other material, including the bill itself, newspaper
publicity including editorials, radio talks, schools, speakers, 'skits and contests,
Leazue meetings, petition cards. In this connection there was discussion of ways
the petition cards might be used in the coming legislative session, and Mrs, Swain
was asked to consider and make recommendation on this, -session work consisted
on questionnaires to and interviews with candidates, and luncheons for members of the
legislature. Mrs, Beard spoke of other pre-session work for Civil Serviee, and told
of the Civil Service Council, called by the League of Women Voters, consisting of
state-wide organizations that have endorsed civil service. This council has svppointed
a drafting committee of experts, and on request of the chairman of thie committee,
Mre, Beard was appointed as lay member, Mrs, Beard reported that the Council mem-
bers are all very cooperative and are simcerely eager to give Minnesota the best
possible Civil Service bill. During the Legislative mession, three methods are
followed: 1) a legislative steering committee to do direct lobbying; 2) interviews,
and 3) letters and telegrams from constituents,

Under Coordination of Public Welfare, it was brought out that the back-
ground was comparatively brief. Eoth National and State Leagues have worked for
coordination of relief, and coordination of public welfare activities in Minnesota
was put on the state support program in 1936, Prior to this time, the League asked
the special session of the legislature in 1936 to appoint an Interim Commission to
study welfare situation, copies of Edith Rockwood's "Organization for Rublic Wel-
fare" were sent to the members of the Interim Committee, a special League committee
interviewed about a dozen social workers and others interested in this subject,
district meetings, called by the State Relief Administrator for the purpose of
discussing reorganization of the present relief-set-up, were attended by League

members, Senator Galvin, chairman of the Interim Committee on Welfare, spoke at the

S t [ fon ara . - 3
State Comwention, and the Convention Voted to send him a letter expressing




concern of the League for county organization divorced from politics and covering

merit standards. Mrs, Swain reported that Senator Galvin had received many letters
on this from local Leagues. Under Education was mentioned materiel distributed
and League meetings, Work during the legislative session is similar in all
measures,

Under Employment Compensation, it was brought out that this item has
been on the National program in some form since 1923, and on our state program

r since 1233, and put on our state program for support in 1936. A great
deal of material was distributed on this subject, and 61 meet ings were reported

in the state outside the Twin Cities. In pre-session work, Mrs. Wahl told of

attending all the open meetings of the Interim Committee, where the Leasue was
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the only outside organization represented. She explained the status of Unemoloy-
ment Compensation at the present time and told of the possibility and reasons for
a special session,

Miss Mitchell announced the Cause and Cure of War Conference to be held

Chicago in January.

Recessed at 12:30 for luncheon.

After luncheon, Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs. Bauman and Mrs, McNally told of their
recent visits to local Leagues in St. Cloud, Duluth, Rochester and Wells,

The officers of the All-College League Board - Miss Edythe Farnham, of
Macalester, president, Miss Dorothy Cowling of Carleton, vice-presiden
Katherine Keffler, of St, Catherine's, secretary, were luncheon guests,
one spoke briefly; Miss Farnham on what the League does for me now, and what it
will do for me in the future, Miss Cowling on the place in the community of
college League members after graduation, and Miss Keffler on how she can apply

her Lesgue backeronnd to her future vocation.
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lirs, Huntley told of the League meeting for husbands at which Mr.
gdahl of the Coordinated Field Service snoke.

Mrs, Ricker requested all Board members to turn in any suggestions they

LY =

may have for cover material for the Woman Voter,

Mrs. Swain called attention to the article in the November
"Ladies in Politics",
-

Meeting ad journed at 2 p.m.

Regpectfully submitted,

Mrs, J D Winter} se




MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MEETING
January 8th, 1937

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, Jamuary 8thk at 10:00 a.m., Miss Mitchell
presiding. Members present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. O'Malley, Mrs. Temple,
Mrs. Hudson, Mew, Newhart, Mrs. Ricker, Mrs, Ewing, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Winter, Mrs,
Bundy, Mrs. Beard, Mrs.Wahl, Mrs. Bauman, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs. Botsford, Mrs. Zavoral,
Mrs, Stakman, Mrs, Cant, Mrs. Jewett and Mrs, Denny, Staff: Miss Horr and Mrs.
Collins Guests - Mrs. McGuire and Miss Wallace.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs. Hudson, that the
reading of the minutes be omitted as copies had been mailed to all Board members,

Mrs, Temple read the Treasurer's report, showing a balance December 1st of

$415,13, receipts during the month of $673,80, disbursements of $835,05, leaving &

balance December 3lst of $253.98. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, O'Malley, seconded
by Mrs. Ewing, that the treasurer's report be accepted snd placed on file,

Miss Mitchell announced the appointment of Miss Kathleen Shea as. new staff
member, Miss Shea 1s a graduate of St, Catherine's College where she was a member
of the CollegeLeague.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs, Ricker, that the 1937
State Convention be held October 4th, 5th and 6th.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, seconded by Mrs, Newhart, that the
February Board meeting be held in St. Panl and be open to all League members.

Miss Mitchell appointed Mrs, Stakman, chairman, Mrs. Denny and Mrs, O'Malley
to serve as a committee and report on advisability of the League's participating
in a course at the Adult Education Center of the University,

Mrs. Ewing reported on League radio programs and asked for suggestions from
Board members as to future programs.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Botsford, seconded by Mrs, Bundy, that we adopt
the policy of giving out the names of local League presidents at discretion of the
Executive Committee.

Mrs, Beard spoke with reference to Civil Service bills in the legislature, with

particular referents to the bill supported by the league, drafted at the request




of the Civil Service Council. She reportedthat in addition to the League, the
Minnesota Education Association, the Minn, Federation of Business and Professional
Women have endorsed the Council bill, and the Parent Teacher Association is expected
to do so followihg their Board.mseting next week, while the American Legion and

the employees'.group, representing the Minn, Federation of Labor, have withdrawn

from the Council because the bill does not meet their requirements. Two bills have

already been introduced in the Senate - one apparently like the bill supported by the
League in the special session ( S F 41 - Ruotsinoja and Almen), and another, modelled
after the New Jersey law (S F 2 - Stiening) which contains many features the Council
decided against incorporating in their bdill, Other bills may be introduced,

including one from the Interim Tax Committee which is understood to be like the Council
bill which the exception of certain important variations, including strong veterans'
preference.

Mrs. Swain read a letter from the National League, announcing a personnel
conclave at the Palmer House, Chicago, February 24th and 25th,. the purpose of which
is to further the campaign of opinion-making ad to assist those who are in the midst
of questions having to do with personnel legislation. Mrs, George Gellhorn is in
charge of the program, and the meeting is open. to all League members interested in
this subject.

Miss Mitchell called attention to the Cause and Cure of War Conference to be
held in Chicago Jamuary 26th to 29th, and to the Women's Congress of the Chicago
Tribune, March 10th and 1lth,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr.Baynton, seconded by Mrs, Newhart, that the
February Board meeting be changed from Friday, February 12th, to Wednesday,

February 10th, on account of Lincoln's birthday.

Mrs. Bauman reported on welfare coordination legislation, discussing

possible bills that may be submitted by the Governor and by the InterimCommittee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakman, seconded by Mrs, Botsford, that the
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executive committee be given power to compromise wherever deemed necessary, with
advice of Mrs, Bauman, on support of coordination of welfare legislation.

Mrs.Wahl spoke on the Unemployment Compensation Act passed by the recent
special session of the legislature, and called particular attention to the clause
for qualified personnel as written into the law. It was decided that Miss Mit-
chell should write a letter from the Board to Senator Galvin expressing apprecia-
tion for the careful work done by the Interim Committee in furthering the paﬁaage
of this Act,

| Dr. Boynton read a letter from the National League, calling attention to
the fact that the weekend of January 23rd - 25th has been designated Child Labor
Day.

Report was made on News Letter subscriptions to date; We are 19 short of
our quota of 350, and several Board members signified their intentioﬁ of taking
out additional subscriptions.

Mrs. Cant reporteﬁ on the following recommendation made by the comﬁined
Finance Committee of the Sta£e and Minneapolis Leagues: that in the future all
regular contributions from Minneapolis résidents be pald direct to the Minneapolis
League, and that the Minneapolis League pay to the State League the sum of
$4,000 (full quota) anmally. This would mean doing away with the sytem of
3oin£ finaﬁce memberships in Minneapolis.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs, Jewett, that this
report of the combined Finance Committee be accepted by the State Board, to be
retroactive to October 1lst, 1936,

Meeting recessed for luncheon,

Following luncheon, Miss Wallacse, chairman of the Legislative Council,

spoke of plans for this Council during this legislative session,

Mrs, A J McGuire, of the field service, Division of Information, U S




Department of Agkiculture, spoke of recent international developments, particularly
with reference to neutrality and reciprocal trade agreements.

In connection with neutraltty legislation, she called attention to the
advisability of giving discretionary powers to the President, rather than mandatory
type of legislation, and of the recent amendment to the neutrality law, making 1%
possible for provisions of this iaw to apply to nations which are engaged in civil
war,

With reference to trade agreements, she stressed the need for #egaining
foreign trade with the idea that it is a great factor in pacific relﬁtions. By
1914 standard of living throughout the world had reached the highest ebb, largely
because products of other countries were available through the increase in commerce,
Since the World War, international trade has gzone to the lowest ebb, for the follow-
ing reasons: (1) so much buying power @estroyed; (2) lesson of the war to many nations
was that they wished to be self-sufficient; (3) tariff barriers set up all over the
world, The U S emerged from the war a creditor nation. If other nations are to pay
Pheir debts to us, we should accept goods from them. This need for iﬁports is behind
the reciprocal trade agreément movement,

In 1934 the amendment to the Tariff Act of 1930 gives the President power to
institute negotiations with foreign countries in order to raise or lower tariffs up
to 50 percent. This does not enteil a wholesale revision of tariffs. Mrs., McGuire
calledparticular attention to the carefﬁl consideration given any suggested change,
with oppertunities for hearings and for re&eiving complaints from industry or from
agriculture if the schedule is to be lowered on certain products. "Most favored
nation" clause means equality of treatment for @11 our customers which has been our
policy since George Washington. Care is t-nlcen go that most-favored nation clause L

will not let in flood of imports from all countries., Fifteen trade agreements - 15th

made in November and still not in effect. She spoke particularly on the Canddian
treaties, ; ;

Meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. J D Winter, Secretary




MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MEETING
February 10, 1937

The monthly board meeting of the Minnesota League of Women Voters wes held in
the Lowry Hotel, St. Paul, on Wednesday, February 10th,1937. Members present
Msdms, Bundy, Beard, Musser, Hudson, Swain, Ricker, Huntley, Wahl, O'Malley,
Richards, Pearce, Winter, Dr. Boynton. In the absence of the president, Miss
Mitehell, who is in New York, Mrs, Bundy presided.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, and seconded, that the reading of the
minutes be omitted.

In the absence of Mrs, Temple, Miss Horr read the treasurer's report, show-
ing a balance January 1lst, of $253.98, receipts during the month of $255,50,
and disbursements of $373.91, 1edving a balance January 3lst, of $135,57, with
bills payable during February amounting to $896,72. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs., Swain, seconded by Mrs. Ricker, that the treasurer's report be accepted
and placed on file,

Mrs. Bundy announced that the executive committee, upon advice of lirs.
Richards, recommnends Mrs, Stakman to be appointed co-chairman of Government and

Its Operation, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by lirs. Hudson,

that Mrs. Stakman be appointed.

Miss Horf_axplained the status of the League on hour legislation in this

legislative session. The concensus of opinion of the Board was that we remain
neutral on the 44-hour bill, but that we do work to see that the present 54

hour law is enforced, Offenders (according to Mrs. Richards) being W P A, N Y A,
etcs IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by lirs. Huntley, that the
Chairman of Government and Economic Welfare be asked to report on the enforcement
of 54 hour legislation and bring in a recommendation to the Board in March.

The open bosrd meeting of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was called
to order at 10:30, lMrs. Bundy presiding. 81 persons present, with 18 loecal
Leagues represented, Red Wing, Winona, Lake City, Northfield, Austin, Chaska,
Minnetonka, Minnepolis, St. Paul, Duluth, Fergus Falls, Grand Rapids, Wells,

Benson, Faribault, South St. Paul, Farmington, St. Cloud.




The secretary read a telegram of greetings from Miss Mitchell.

Mrs. Richards conducted reveiw of League activity in behalf of civil service
and the merit system in the federal govermment, It was the opinion of the Board
that a mimeograph sheet be prepared briefly outlining the Report of the President's
Committee.

Mrs. Zavoral reviewed League support on federal food an drug legislation, and
called attention to League material available. She also asked everyone to write to
their Congressmen on food and drug legislation.

Mrs, A. J. McGuire spoke upon neutrality legislation and trade agreements, and
announced that the three-year extension of the present law authorizing reciprocal
trade agreements had passed the House of Represenatives.

Miss Florence Burton, of the State Industrial Commission, spoke of pending
minimum wage legislation, which is an amendment to the present law, defining the term
"minor" to make the law apply equally to boys and girls up to the age of 21. The present
law is inoperative as regards adult women, H F 11, making this amendment has been
pessed by the House, and is now before the Senate Labor Committee.

Mrs. Beard reviewed the status of Civil Service legislation, with particular
reference to H F 98, introduced at the request of the League of Women Voters. She
briefly outline other civil service bills that have been introduced in this session,
several of which are very similar to H F 98.

Mrs. O. E. Wahl spoke of pending legislation on establishment of county welfare
boards, with particular reference to the move to have county commissioners themselves
named as the welfare board. @

Mrs. Swain called on League members for renewed efforts for continued interest

in merit system legislation, and urged attendance at the Personnel Conference of the

Netional League to be held in “hicago February 24th and 25th.




Mrs. Bundy introduced Mrs. Collins and Miss Shea of the League staff.

Miss Horr told of the League's legislative work, and of the steering

committee. Members of the steering committee were asked to speak briefly on
their lobbying experiences. lMrs. Waters, Mrs. Christianson, and lirs., Geer
spoke.

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 for luncheon. After luncheon members visited
the State legislature.

Respectfully submitted

lirs, J. D. winter, Secretary




MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MEETING
Merch 12th, 1937

The regular Board meeting was held March 12th, at Mpls. Y W C A, Miss Mitchell
presiding. Following Board members were present : Mitchell, Wright, Bundy, Temple,
Lamberton, Stakman, Swain, Ewing, Winter, Luwe, Newhart, Hudson, Keyes, Cant,
Pearce, Denny, Beard, Miss Horr and lirs, Collins, staff, and Dr. Monahan, visitor.

Secretary read the mimutes of the February 10th meeting, which were accepted and

approved as read.

Mrs, Temple gave the Treasurer's report, showing a balance February lst of
$135.57, receipts during themonth of $818.93, disbursements of $489.32, leaving
8 balance February 28th, 1937 of $329.61, with $1.130.74 in bills payable during
March, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Nrs., Swain, and seconded that the Treasurer's
report be accepted and placed on file.

Miss Horr reported on the $1,000 special staff fund voted at convention, show=-
ing that Board members have paid or pledged $105.,00 and local Leagues paid or
pledged $134.50, which, with the original gift of $500.00, totals $789.50, with
$624,50 already paid.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seccnded by lMrs, Temple, that we borrow
from this speciel fund to pay omr quota to the National League, whose fiscal year
ends March 3lst.

Mrs. Temple announced receipt of an unsolicited contribution of $5.00 from
the Minnesote Nurses' Assn.

Secretary read a letter from G W Bacon, of New York, to Miss Nitchell in re=-
gard to the establishment of a'Jane Grey Swisshelm Fellowship" and offering the
sum of $1,000 toward such a fund, b, i 8 (o
Miss Mitchell appointed a committee of three consisting of Mrs, Huntley, chairman,
Mrs, Newhart and lrs. Luwe, to make recommendations in regard tot?sspecial gift.

The secretary read a.lettef from the National League telling of the Council
meeting to be held in Washington, D. C. May 3rd to 5th inclusive. IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Bundy, seconded by Mrs, Lamberton, that the President be au-

thorized to appoint delegates to the Council.




Secretary read a letter from the National League outlining the minimum affil-
iation standards for state Leagucs.

Miss Mitchell announced that Mrs. F. Gordon Ricker, who has been serving on
the Board as editor of the Woman Voter, has moved to Pittsburgh. IT WAS VOTEDon

motion of Mrs. Lamberton, seconded bj Mrs, Newhart, that lirs. Ricker's resigna-
tion and the gratitude of the State Board expressed to her for her services to
he League.

Miss Mitchell read a letter from Mrs. O. i, Botsford of Winona, tendering her
resignation as a member of the State Board., IT WAS VOTED on motion of lrs. Beard,
seconded by lirs. Ewing, that Mrs,., Botsford's resignation be accepted with regret.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs. Beard, that the executive com-
mittee be authorized to submit to the Board recommendations for filling the wacant
offices,

irs. Beard reported on the status of civil service bills in the legislature,
explaining the situation with reference to the bill originally introduced by the
League, and our subSequent support of another bill, sponsored by the Minnesota
Federation of Labor,as offering the better choice, Ilirs, Beard paid tribute to the
very fine work done by Miss Horr.

Mrs., Cant suggested a state wide merit system campaign. Miss Horr said she felt
there were very few persons in the legislature who understood the real meaning of
a "merit" system.

Mrs. Wright reported ont he three versions of bills now before the legislature
affecting county welfare boards. In the absence of lirs. Bauman, Mrs,., Collins re=-
ported on the status of these bills, calling attention to The fact that the League
has been advised that direct lobbying at the legislature is of no assistance in L)
this matter ~ that counter-pressure from the state at large in behalf of lay

boards is the only solution,

Miss Mitchell suggested that lirs. Wirght draw up telling facts upon welfare

boards, giving talking points for the use of legislative speakers.
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In the absence of Dr. Boynton, Dr. Monahan reported on the Maternity and
Infancy appropriation, saying that no action had been taken.

Dr, Monahan spoke of pending legislation, defining t%z‘term "minor" with ref-

W
erence to the minimum wage act, which, if passed, woulc?:g;irls up to the age of 21
equal protection with boys. This bill has passed the House, and as it has passed
the Senate in three previous session, it should be passed during this session.

There was a discussion of the congressional legislative program, which brought
out the fact that the Trade Agreements program has been extended for three years;
that the Ramspeck bill, providipng for extension of merit system of postmasters of
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd classes, has passed the House, that a rider to the appropri-
ations bill for independent agencies provides that all experts appointed by the
Social Security Board who receive $5,00 or more, shall be Presidentisl appointees,
with Senate ratification, The Naticnal League has asked for letters to our Sen=-
ators protesting this as a backward step in the merit system of appointments. It
was reported that S 5 - the Copeland food, drug, and cosmetic bill, has been passed
by the Senate with weakening amendments. The Pittman neutrality bill has also
passed the Senate.

The Secretery read a letter from the Naticnal president with reference to the
League's attitude on the President's suggestion for judicial reform, stating that
as there is no official authorization for action on the subject, it is impossible
for officers or Leagues, local, state or natinal, either to act or speak in the
name of the League.

Under the subject of discussion of bills introduced in this session of the
Legislature previously supported by the League:

Dr, lionahan reported on support of hour legislation, bringing out the fact tpat
the League has worked flor daily hour limitation, as well as for a 48 hour week in
1921 and again 1lin 1931, The 44-hour bill has been killed in the Senate, but another
bill, calling for a 48 hour week with a ¢ hour daily limitation has been indroduced

Mrse Wright read a letter from Miss Burton of the Industrial Commission, steting
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&f' thet enforcement of the present 54 hour law is not difficult, but pointing out the

fact that there is no daily limitation of hours,

Dr. lMonahan also reported on various bills introduced aimed to prevent child
marrieges.

Mrs, Pearce, reported on H F 990, covering compulsory retirement of teachers
at the age of 656, and stated that Leasue suppport of the measure has not been
requested. Teacher's tenure has previously been on the League program,

Mrs. Pearce also reported that a bill covering larger school units, has been
drawn up by the State Dept. of Education, and will probably be introduced as a
Committee bille It is a permissive bill., This item is on the support when necessary
program of the League.

Mrs. Cant suggested that a clarifiying statement, for purpose of publicity and
information, on the League's stand for protective legislation, be drafted. Mrs.
VWright and Dr. Monahan were asked to prepare such a statement,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of lrs. Cant, seconded by lMrs, Stakman, that the execu=-
tive committee be enabled to move ahead on support of hour legislation, providing
there is some educating of the League membership including a press release in sup-
port of our belief in protective legislation.

During luncheon lirs, Swain reported on the Personnel Conference held in Chi-
cago under the auspices of the N L W V., Meeting sdjourned at 1:30 so that members
could attend the session of the House to hear discussion and possible vote on

civil service,

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. J. D. Winter, Secretary
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adopted by the League, that such a bill be given League support.
liscussion of the status of civil service during this session.

s also discussion about bills that have been introduced discriminating

against married women in public employment. One would prohibit meridfd women .

ther provides that two persons in one family
both be on the government payroll. This would be similar to Section

ational Economy Act, which has resulted in discriminating against

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, J D Winter, Secretarxy




MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MEETING
May 14th, 1937

The regular monthly meeting of the state board of the Minnesota Leagus of Women
Voters was held Friday, May 14th, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Miss Mitchell
presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Msdms. Bundy,Denny, Swain, Wahl, Gordon, Turner,
O'Malley, Temple, Winter, Bwing, New, Townley, Cant, Keyes, Bauman, Stakman and
lewhart, also Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins. -Miss Britts of Duluth was present as a
guest,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs, Bundy, that the reading
of the minutes be omitted as copies had been mailed %o all Board members.

Mrs, Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance March 3lst of
$250,38, receipts during the month of $1,415.95, disbursements of $792.35, leaving
a balance April 30th of $623,60, with bills payable during the month of May of
$831,11. IT WAS VOTED.on motion of Mrs, Bundy, seconded by Mrs, Turmer, that the
treasurer's report be accepted and placed on file,

Miss Horr reported on the discussion at the General Council meeting, parti-
cularly with reference to finance. 99$ of quota payments from state Leagues hadtebeen
paid by the end of the fiscal year. The National League is able to keep within their
inadequate budget by very carefully watching expenditures. The budget of $58,180
is much smaller than many other comparable national organizations, such as, American
Municipal Assn., $130,000; American Social Hygiene Assn. $100,000; Foreign Policy
Assn. $115,614; Wild Life, $197,200; Natl. Asen. of Audubon Societies, $200,000.

The Minnesota Leagne's finance set-up is one of the most imcomplete, in spite of the
fact that we apparently meet our financial obligations without difficulty.

There was some discussion of local League quotas, particularly the possibility

of setting a $10 minimum quota, and making some allowance to local Legguea having a

large population in a state institution. Miss Mitchell appointed Mrs. Temple, chairman,
Mrs, Crane, Austin, Mrs, Townley, Fergus Falls, and Mrs, I M Nelson, Gaylord, as a

committee to study this question and make a recommendation.
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Miss Mitchell reported that Miss Kathleen Shea, who has been assisting in the
office as the extra staff worker since January, has agreed to take an extended
leave during the summer, to return early in the fall,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bundy, seconded by Mrs. New, to accept Dr. @
Boynton's resignation as chairman of the Depar tment of Government and Child Welfare,
as recommended by the executive mommittee,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that Mrs. I M
Nelson, of Gaylord, be appointed cheirman of the Department of Govermment and Child
Welfare, as recommended by the executive committee,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs, Turner, that Dr.
Boynton be appointed to serve as a director, in the place left vacant by the resig-
nation of Mrs, Botsford, as recommended by the executive committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Denny, that the
invitation of Mrs., McNally to hold the June board meeting at her home in New Rich-
mond, Wisconsin, be accepted, Mrs. Ewing was appointed to arrange for transporta~
tion from Minneapolis, the meeting to start at 10:30.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Gordon, seconded by Mrs, Townley, that the
invitation of the Ramsey County League of Women Voters to hold the 1937 convention,
October 4th, 5th and 6th, in St. Paul be accepted,

Mrs. Ewing, radio chairman, was asked to contact W C C.0 to find out if an
earlier time could be secured for the League's program next winter,

Mrs, Bundy reported on the President's Conference, held on April 27th at
the home of Mrs, F G Jewett, particularly the question of minimum re. uirements.,

Miss Mitchell appointed a committee consisting of Mrs. Selover, Winona,
chairman, Mrs. Huntley, Grand Rapids, and Mrs. Thomas, Sauk Center, to study the
question of minimum requirements for local Leagues and make recommendation to the
Board,

Miss Mitchell introduced the new VOTER editor, Mrs. John Gordon, Mrs., Gordon
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asked Board members to be on the watch for suitable quotations for the cover, and
all Department Chairmen to submit a brief article on suggestions for summer reading.

In discussing the recent suggestion from Miss Mitchell that local Leagues
do what they could to secure good lay representation on county welfare boards, it
was brought out that Rochester, Fergus Falls and Winona have already taken.such
steps., The secretary read a letter from Mr. Benjamin Youngdahl of the State Board
of Control, expressing appreciation of the work done by the League in behalf of this
legislation,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs. Swain, that the appre-
clation of the board be expressed to Mrs, Bauman and Mrs. Wahl who have.served so
ably as special advisors during the legislative session,

In the discussion on legislative do's and don'ts, it was suggested that the
steering committee, which had so fine a beginning, consist of a larger group; that
material be sent to legislators previous to the session; that the Legislative
Highlights be continued,

Dr. Boynton read a letter from the National League, telling of the support
of the League, voted by the National Board at its recent meeting, for the Barkley
bill, recently introduced in Congress, modelled after the 1916 child labor law,
Local Leagues have been asked to write to Bemator Shipstead, who is a member of the
Interstate Commerce Committee considering this and similar bills, Miss Mitchell
has written him, in the name of the Minnesota lLeague, and has asked the Minnesota
State Federation of Labor, and the American Legion, if they would also write.

There was some preliminary discussiom with reference to the proposed program
of work for 18937-38.

The question of the desirability of amending the policy of the Minnesota
League in order to make clear just how an item, supported by the League -in the

past bubtnot on the current year's program, could be made active, was considered.

Mrs, Newhart was appointed chairman of a committee to prepare such a statement on

policy, to be recommended to the Board.




There was discussion of the League's making an intensive study of the tax
question, with a view to taking some definite stand. Mrs., Stakman suggested that
an analysis of the present program of work be made, to find out how closely it
touches the tax problem. Miss Mitchell will ask Mrs. Richards to make such an
analysis, possibly to be used as a basis for a VOTER article.

Mrs. Cant moved, seconded by Mrs. Newhart, that, due to the fact that this
is an emergency for the spécial session, the State Board move ahead and support the
allocation of income tax for school purposes according to the average daily attendance.

Discussion on this motion was postponed until after luncheon.

Mrs. Cant withdrew.her previous motion, and moved, seconded by Mrs, Turner,

that the Minneapolis League.should be allowed to have action, consisting of writing
letters to the Hennepin County delegation, on this matter of allocation of s tate
income tax for school purposes, regardless of state action. MOTION LOST.

Mrs, Cant moved, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the State Board support this
measure. MOTION LOST,

The following points were brought out in the discussion previous.to the
final vote., A local League is limited to independent action on matters of local
concern only, within the scope of the national program. Inasmuch as this is a
state-wide question, the proper procedure would be to have this item included on
the proposed program of work for the year, in order that all local Leagues would
have an opportunity to consider it previous to the state convention, where final
vote would be taken. The fact that this item wonld be included under the national
item for emphasis - sufficient and sciehtifically apportioned public funds for
public education - would not alter the case, inasmuch as this item has never been
on the state program, either for active support or for study by local Leagues.

Mrs. Cant suggested that a joint meeting of the $t. Paul and Minneapolis

Leagues be held with regard to teachers' temure and retirement age.
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Miss Horr told of the discussion at the General Council on collective
bargaining, civil servéce, neutrality and the Supreme Court. The Council voted
to take no action on the varidus proposals affecting the judiciary. The Council
voted, under the b, ~laws permitting additions to the program of work in the event
of altered conditions, that an amendment to the Federal Constitution to make the
process of ratification of constitutional amendments less difficult and more res-

ponsive to the will bf the people, be supported by the League.

Standards for state Leagues were adopted by the National League, with an

affiliation insignia given to all Leagues meeting the standardes., Minnesota more

than met the standards, and was highly commended for its Voter, for its number of

local Leagues, its support of federal measures, as well as other activities, Miss

Horr felt these commendations are a real challenge to the Minnesota League,
Respectfully sulmitted,

Mrs, J D Winter, Secretary




MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD MIETING
June 1llth, 1937
regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
was held at the home of Mrs, Miles McNally in New Richmond, Wisconsin, on
Friday, June 1lth, 1938, Miss Mitchell presiding., Present: Miss Mitchell, Urs,
Stakman, Mrs., Wright, Dr, Boynton, Mrs, McNally, Mrs. Cant, Mrs, Srrin, Mrs, Keyes,
Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Huntley, Mrs. Temple, Mrs, Zavoral, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Cordon, Mrs,
Lamberton, Mrs. New, Mrs. O'Malley, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Nelson, and Miss Horr, U
Collins and Miss Stier.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs., Swain, that expenditures
be allowed for printing of return address on envelops.
Mrs, Temple presented the treasurer's report showing a balance April 30th of
$623,60, receipts during the month of §$685.31, disbursements of $767.28, leaving a

balance May 31st of $541.6Z, with bills payable during June of $721.71. The

treasurer's report was accepted, and IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain,

bills be allowed and paid. There was some discussion of the special staff

and the need for the cominrg year, to be called to the attention of the Budget
Commitiee.

Miss Mitchell told of office plans for the summer, reporting that Miss Shea
had agreed to a summer leave, that Miss Horr would take her usual vacation and
leave, and that Mrs, Collins would be in the office only half days during the
first part of July and on vacation the last half,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wright, seconded by Mrs. New, that the Breck-

Leazue be dropped from the list of active Leagues.

There was discussion on the advisability of dropping the Randolph League, and
it was decided to postpone action until further contact could be made.

e proposed Program of Work for 1937-28, as presented by the conference of

Department Chairmen, was informally agreed upon as follows, with final action to
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be taken at the August Board meeting.

FOR EMPHASIS AND SUPPORT
Qualified Personnel in Public Service
A Civil Service Law for Minnesota
Larger School Units
Efficient County Welfare Administration
Efficient Administration of the Social Security Act in Minnesota

An item to include support of protective legislation for women,
and opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment

Cooperation with the National League on all active federal measures,
including all questions of foreign policy

FOR STUDY
Reorganization of state welfare adminigstration
Collective Bargaining
Food and Drug Protection in Minnesota
Sources and allocation of school funds
Standards of selection, tenure and retirement of teachers
Review of structure and functions of state and local government.

The wording of this last item was submitted by a sub-committee ensisting of

Newhart, Mrs, Stakman and Mrs. Bundy,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs, O'Malley hat definite
item on sources of taxation be included, the exact wording to be submitted at the
Avgust Board meeting. The order of items on the program will be taken up also in
August,

Mrs. Newhart reported for the committee appointed to suggest changes in the
Recommended Policy, calling attention to the fact that only two real changes are
made, one in a) "improvement by legislation" to permit of League support of amendments
offered to improve present statubs, and also in a) to permit support of measures not

enacted into law previously supported by the League but not on the current program.




RECOMMENDED POLICY
present and voting,
I. That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the State Board, /
previous notice having been given, may undertake active work;
an a) In support of the administration, enforcement and improvement by legislation
of measures passed by former legislatures which were supported by the League;
or for measures previously supported by the Leegue and not enacted into law;
b) If legisla tive measures, which were supported by the Leagne and were

enacted into law are threatened by new legislatipn;

¢) If laws embodying standards defined in the National League program should

be attacked by new iegislation.

II, That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when the measures,
adopted in principle by the comnvention, shall be made subjects for active legislative
work,

Miss Mitchell spoke of the new item on the National program added at the General
Council meeting, "amendment to federal constitution to make process of ratification
of constitutional amendments less difficult and more responsive to the will of the
electorate", and read extracts ¢ etter from Miss Wells in response to an inquiry
from Miss Mitchell with reference

Reports were given on status of Congressional legislation as recently reported
in a letter from Miss Wells.

Miss Mitchell read a letter from Miss Wells calling attention to the need of
some action by local Leagues to dall attention to Congressmen of the interest in
merit legislation. It was agreed that local Leagues presidents should be asked to
take some action.

The secretary read a letter from the League of Minnesota Municipalities calling

attention to their annual convention to be held in Faribault June 16th and 17th, and

X




18th, some sessions of which are of vital interest 6o League members. It was
agreed that the Faribamlt League should be asked to send delegates to these
sessions, and that they should be called to ‘the attention of all local Lesgues.

In discussion of plans for the fall comvention:

It was zgreed that Mrs. Crary should again serve as chairmen of the Budget
Committee, and IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs., Cant, that
the appointment of additional members should be made by the executive committee,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of MNrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs. Huntley, that Dr,
Boynton be asked to serve as chairman of the Nominating Committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs. Gordon, that the

bers of the Nominating Committee from the various districts be chosen by the

executive committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Gordon, seconded by Mrs. Lamberton, that
executive committee serve as the program committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Huntley, seconded by Mrs., McNally, that Mrs.
Bergstresser of Bemidji be agked to make the response.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Denny, seconded by Mrs, Cant, that in the event
Mrs. Bergstresser camot make the response, Mrs., Yetter of 8tephen be asked,

In discussion of the convention program, it was agreed that an open meeting on
collective bargaining be held, with Mrs, Bundy to inquire whether a noon or an
evening meeting would draw the larger attendance, with Tuesday as the better day;
and an open meeting on civil service, with representatives of the three political
parties in Minnesota spesking on "Is Civil Service Possible in Minnesotal?" It was
agreed that the final luncheon meeting should be a Leazue meeting. MNrs. Zavoral
is to leam the possibilities of spealkers on collective bargaining. Other iteus
on the proposed program were not considered as subjects for open meetings. On the

new item on amending the federal constitutiony Mrs. Kirkpatrick of the University




was suggested as a possible speaker, to give an objective, historical talk.,

The advisability of calling together the Civil Service Council was discussed,
and Miss Mitchell reported that the organizations already on the Council were
being contacted so that they would surely include the merit system on their
prégram for the coming year.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that Mrs,

0'Malley's resignation as a member of the State Bo be accepted with regret.

Meeting ad journed at 3 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. E C Stakman,

Secretary pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
Avgust 13, 1937

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, August 13th, 1937, Miss Mitchell
presiding, Presént: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Denny, Mrs. Ewing, ﬁrs. Gordon, Mrs. Wright,
Mrs, Swain, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Zavéral. Mrs., McNally, Mrs, Halsbn, Mrs.
Beard, Mrs, Musser, Mrs, Richards and Mrs., Collins, Miss Emily Child, and Mrs. RJ
0'Neil, of St. Paml, co-chairman for the state convention,were present as guests.

In the absence of the president at the beginning of the meeting, it waa; called
to order at 10:00 a.m, by Mrs, Demny.

- IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Gordon, that the reading of the minutes be
omitted as copies of the June Board mimtes had been sent to all Board members,

Mrs, Temple read the treasurer's report, showing a balance June 30th of $240,.86,
receipts during July of $99.91, disbursements of $300,34, leaving a balance July
31st of $40.43, and bills payable during August smounting to $620.68, She also
reported a contribution of $500 from Miss Wells received since the first of August.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, that the treasurer's report be accepted and
the bills allowed. '

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Winter, seconded by Mrs. Swaln that the treasurer
be instructed to make a check for the balance in the publicity fund to be turned over
to the Preside:ﬁt. to reimburse her partially for expenses incurred in League work,

 Mrs. Nelson report on legislation in Congraéa affecting child labor, calling
attention to the fact that while the Senate had included the undesirable Wheeler-
Johnson child labor provisions in the Wages-Hours bill, the House Committee had
elimindted these provisions and reported of the provisions in the original Black-

Connery (Wages-Hours) bill, Mrs, Nelson called attention to weak points in the

Black-Conney provisions and suggested that in writing to House members it be urged

that these weslt points be eliminated.




Mrs. Swain reported on the recent repeal of Section 213 of the Economy Act,
which has been in effect a discrimination against married women workersand a disregard
.to the merit prind 1519. The League has long supported this repeal,

Mrs, Beard read a letter from Mr, Wenzél, state comisaionér of consérvation. o=
in reply to a letter from the League comending him for his statement concerning
the mer:.t system of appointments in his d.epartmant -

 Mrs. McNally spoke briefly of the neutrality law in connection with the situation

between China and Japan, calling attention to the fact that it is almost impossible
to leglslate in advance on international affaii-s, a view long'held by the League.

There followed discussion on the Proposed Prbgram of Work for 1937-38.

It was agreed that the first three items - Qualified Persomnel in Public
Sérvice, A Civil Service Law for Minnesota, and Reorganization of School Uﬁits be
included as originally pro?oséd. |

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Nelson, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that the word

"$fficient" be omitted from the program item on County Welfare Administration.

One dissenting vote.

IT WAS MOVED Yty Mrs.Beard to reconsider the foregoing vote. .No second,

IT WAS VOTED on moi;ion of Mrs, Wright, sacor.lded by Mrs. Nelson, that the item
read "Effective County Welfare Administration®. Two dissenting votes.

) IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Wright, seconded by Mrs. Zavorai that item Nol

5 read "Operation ofSocial Security Aet in Minnesota,"

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs. Richards, that the words
Wand Support" be dropped from the heading under State Responsibilities, the heading
to read only "For Egpphasis",

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that Mrs. Luwe

and others consider rewording of item 6,
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IT WAS AGREED that the numbering of the items be omitted from the final program,
but retained in the proposedprogram to facilitate discussion.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Richards, seconded by Mrs, Ewing, that a study
item on Present and Possible New Sources of Revenue be included, There was no
objection made to or changes offered for any other study itens,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Beard, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that the
suggested Recommended Polkicybe accepted, with editorial changes to be made by
Mrs, Newhart,

Mrs., Zaworal reported on her interviews with reference to the meeting on
Government and Collective Bargaining. It was agreed that the panel discussion with
speskers representing conservative and liberal emplofers, various labor groups, and
the government, might too easily diverge from the subject at hand, and that two or
more speakers, one possibly to represent the government, and one to give an
unpartisan explanation of the present situation, would be Just as effective,

During luncheon there was discussion of the tentative convention program,

It was agreed that Miss Wells should be extended an invitation to be present.

Miss Emily Child and Miss Emily Kneubuhl were present during luncheon and

participated in a discussion on the Equdl Rights Amendment.
Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. J D Winter, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
September 10th, 1937

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leazue of Women

Voters was held PFriday, September 10th, 1937, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Miss

Mitchell presiding. sent: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Swain, Mrs. Havens, Mrs. Musser,
Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Winter, Mrs.Beard, Mrs. Denny, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs ye Mrs, Cant,
Newhart, Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs, Pearce, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. Bundy a Mrs., McNally.

Horr ‘and Mrs.Collins of the staff, Sister Teresa and Sister Antonius of St.
@therine's College were present as gunests.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stekman, seconded by Mps, McNally, that the reading
of the mimites be omit ted as copies of the August minutes had been mailed to all
Board members.

In the absence of the treazsurer, Mrs. Ewing read the treasurer's report, showing a
balance . July 3lst of $40.34, receipts during August of $649,56, disbursements of

$602.88, leaving a balance Septemer lst of $146.68, with bills payable during Sept-

ember of $633,43. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Newar

cad

1 1z

that the treasurer's report be accepted, and the bills allowed.
he secretary read a letter of resignation as director from Mrs, . Lamberton of
Winona. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Denny, seconded by Dr.Boynton, that Mrs.
Lamberton's resignation be accepted with regret.
from Mrs. Iuwe of Mankato
The secretary read a letter of resignation/as chairman of the Department of Govern-
ment and Legal Status of Women , IT-WAS VOTED on motion of Mre, Bundy, - seconded
by Mrs,Beard, that Mrs, Imwe's resigmation be accepted with regret.
he followingnemes of persons to consider as directors for the two places to be
filled by appointment by the Board were suggested by Miss Mitchell: M H Frost

of Wabasha, Mrs. L G Selover of Winona, and Mrs, W 8 Clay of Hutchinson. Mrs. Keyes

sugzcested Mrs, W G Workman of Tracy. An informal ballot taken later in the




meeting showed that Mrs. Frost and Mrs, Selover were selected by the Board as new
directors
fter discussion, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs. Denny,
that the one director's ; to be filled by election be the responsibility of the
ommittee wi ecommendation 1 the at 0E of Bxecutive
Horr reported on her field tr ips. Sixteen Leagues have already been
with several having all day meetings with the Class on League Leadership
is very favorable as to interest and enth asm for the League.

Prozram of Woz fiss Mitchell read

T

"Active Federal Me: of the National League Program of Work"
further eliminatio nade, IT WAS VOTED on
Yrs. Newhart, that em on coordinated federal,
taxation be dropped. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs ewhart, ] Bun
ne dissenting vote) that we retain the item « Reorga atin f government te
promote efficient administre
a committee
Mrg, .Newhart, chairman, Mrs, Cant = irs. Bundy, to study Miss Wells'!

end melke recommendation to the Board on federal items to be indicated on

chairmen appointed by
0'Neill and Mrs. Lock On i chairmen., Mrs. McNally brought up question of

the advisability of having an outstanding speaker on some g1 estion of foreign policy,

Dr, Burt and Miss Sarah Converse. The possbbility of a

r Monday noon bef he formal opening of the convention

he llews Letter would be more valuable if
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Miss Mitchell asked that all Board members contact PTA and Federated Club members, 'Z

to urge that the merit system be included in their state programs of work for the
coming year.

Mrs. Beard reported on correspondence with Senator Bhipstead and with the National
League on the question of senators' votes on the patronage question, bringing out the
fact that Senators truly interested in doing away with the spoils system should have

voted to have civil service provisions in the Wages-Hours bill strengthened, rather

than merely to transfer employees to Senatorial patronage,

\f -4

Mrs., Swain called attention to the article on "Progress of the Merit System"
the September issue of Minnesota Municipalities.

Miss Mitchell read a letter from Mr. Ben Andreen, past commander of the state American
Legion,

Recommendations by Mrs. Selover, who has been serving as chairman of a committee
considering revision of minimum requirements for Leagues, were read: These included:

At least 15 Voter subscribers
$1.00 dve, 1,000 population or over

=

Some assumption of quota

Eight mobtlngs a year

Board meetings (separate item, not determined)

News Letter (Lou1_ like to increase it to 3 if possible)

Attendance of one member at State Convention, Presidents' Conference

5

and District meetings.

N O U s A

In discussion, the following sugzestions were made:

At least 15 members and every member a Voter subscriber

This is being considered by a separate committee, which has recormended a
$10 minimum quota

Board meetings - at least 3 for Leagues over 25 members

News Letter - at least one for every 15 members

Attendance of one member at two out of the three following
State convention, Presidents' Conference, district meetings.

-

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that the secretary be

instructed to write to Kathleen Shea, former staff member, who is to be married.

X
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T WAS VOTED on motion of 1} feNall seconded by Mrs. Newhart, that the secretary

be instructed to write to Mrs. New, who i n the hospital in Rochester.
Following luncheon, Miss Mitchell brought up the question of College Iéa gue atten-
dance : ¢ conmvention. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Cant, seconded by Mrs. Pezrzrce,.'
five complimentary admissions to each College Leazue,

with the understanding f rish admissions group, ti could

arranged, if roomspace is adequate, upon consultation with the State office,
It was agreed that th ( 11 chairmen should be asked to consul the

question of the necessity for tipping hotel employees

Pearce reportdd a conversation with Mr. Rethert of the State Departamnt of

- |

Education, with refersence to the possibility of the League's spon

soring

atthe Continuation Center at the University, the first week

merit system. It wes zreed the his should be looked into further
L= -

as to minimuvm attendance required, fese with the possibility of bringing the

question before the convention for consideration,

hich it is hoped will be
ome permanent financing for the

were asked

Miss M hell ad a letter from the NMational League on new material to be ready

ctfully submitted,

J D Winter, Secrstary




MINUTES CF STATE BOARD MEETING
October 4th, 1937

The pre-convention meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held at the Lowry Hotel, October 4th, 1937, beginning at 10 o'clockp Miss
Mitchell presiding.

Present: Miss Mitchell, Msdms, Iuwe, Nelson, Swain, Selover, Frost, Zavoral,
Pearce, Cant, Congdon, Ewing, Newhart, Bundy, Temple, McNally, Keyes, Townley,
Beard, Gordon, Hudscn, Turner, Winter, Wright, Musser, Stakman, Dr. Boynton.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Congdon, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the
reading of the minutes be omitted, as copies have been sent all members.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Swaln, seconded by Dr.Boynton, that the
treasurer's report, showing a balance Avgust 3lst of $146.68, receipts durfng Sept-

of $1 025.20 and disbursements of $829,28, leaving a balance September Z0th of

$342,60, be accepted and placed on file.

Miss Mitchell presented Mrs, Crary's report on the proposed budget, with letter
explaining same., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs, Pearce,
that the budget as prepared by the Budget Committee be submitted to the delegates.
Mrs. Turner suggested that the mileage allowance for the field secretary be
increased from 3 to 5 cents.

Mrs. Temple report for a committee that had been considering possible changes
in quotas from local Leagues, and requested that a minimum requirement of $10 quota
be submitted to the President's Conference for further consideration.

Miss Mitchell reported the recommendation of the executive committee that Miss
Ruby Britts of Duluth be appointed chairman of -the Department of Government and Its
Operation, to succeed Mrs., Richards of St., Cloud, who is resigning as department
chairman due to pressure of work in connection with the St.Cloud League presidency.

ITWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. CGordon, seconded:by Mrs, Hudson, that Miss
Britts be appcinted chairman of the Department of Government and Its Operationm,

Mrs, Newhart reported the following recommended changes in the legislative

support policy.




1., That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when the measures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made subjects for active
legislative work.

That the League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake active work in

support of the administration, enforcement and improvement of lawe, which in ¢
their passage were supported by the League; and if such laws or laws

embodying standards defined in the National League program, are threatened

by new legislation,

That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the State Board

present and voting, previous notice having been given, may undertake active

work for measures previously supported by the League and not enacted into law,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Congdon, seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that the
recommendidd changes be submitted to the convention for action.

Miss Mjtchell suggested that department chairmen might take up changes in
laws on the parole system, as affecting women and children, as a possible study
item,

Miss Mitchell asked the members of the Board to study over the gquestion of
tax items on the proposed program in preparation for discussion on the floor

during the convention,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Ewing, seconded by Mrs, Townley, that the

list of complimentary luncheon and dinner tickets, submitted by Miss Mitchell,

be approved.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Ewing, seconded by Mrs, Townley, that this
complimentary list include only those participating in the progrem.

Suggestions about the convention were given by Miss Mitchell.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Congdon, that the
dates October 4th, 5th and 6th be set as the dates of the 1938 convention, and
that the dates be presented at the Fireside Supper.

Meesting adjourned at 11:45,

Respectfully subtmitted,

Mrs, J D Winter, Secretary




The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held Friday, November 12th, 1937, at the Minneapolis Y W C A,
Miss Mitchell presiding., Present: Miss Mitchell, Dr. Bo¥nton, Miss Britts, and
Msdms, Newhart, Clay, Selover, Havens, Ewing, Nelson, Cant, Winter, Frost,

M wede
Zavoral, Temple, Townley, Bundy, Denny, Beard, Stdcman and Keyes., Also present
Miss Horr and Mrs. Collins, and Miss Sweeney of the Ramsey County. League office.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Zavoral, that the
reading of the minutes be omitted.

Mrs, Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance October lst of
$342,60, receipts during the month of $994,75, disbursements of $935.69, leaving
a balance October 3lst of $401.66, with bills payable during November of $894,78.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills allowed,

In the absence of the finance chairman, Mrs. Cant told of the plan now under
way in the Minneapolis Leasue to secure new contributions,

IT ¥AS OTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that, following
the recommendation of the executive committee, the mileage allowance for the field
secretary be established at five cents per mile.

Miss Mitchell reported the following recommendations made by the executive com-
mittee for assistant chairmen for various departments: Foreign Policy - Miss Erwin
Hertz, St, Cloud; Legal Status of Women - Mrs., Fred Schuster, Rochester; Education,
Mrs. David H Bartlett, St. Paul; Government and Its Operation - Mrs, E C Stakman,
St., Paul; and Child Welfare - Mrs. C A Boline, Battle Lake., IT WAS VOTED ,n
motion of Mrs., Cant, seconded by Mrs, Bundy, that these recommendations of the
executive committee be accepted,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, that Mrs. Gordon be appointed College

League Adviser, with Sister Teresa of St. Catherine's Colleze to serve as her
= E L ]

agsistant,

IT WAS VOTED




IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Stakman, seconded by Mrs, Demy, that Mrs.
Neil (Lillian Taaffe) Cronin be asked to serve as editor of the Woman Voter.

Miss Mitchell requested that the Board appoint tlhie executive committee
for the coming year., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs,
Townley, that a list of Board members eligible to serve on the executive
committee (i, e, those living in Twin Cities or nearby) be prepared, and sub-
mitted to the Board for action at the December meeting, Meanwhide, the
executive committee of last year to continue to serve.

Mrs. Collins reported a recommendation with reference to sale of Leazue
material ,. from a conference of staff members as follows: that we furnish
material at our regular price in response to all requests for specific publica~
tions, and that we stimulate sale of our material among other organizations by
displays at conventions, ete., but that when we have requests on general sub-
jects, ob¥iously for assistanée in planning a program for an outside organiza-
tion, we ask a serviee charge of $1.00, or the alternative of a state member-
ship. With reference to speakers for outside zroups, it is recommended that
such speakers be furnished by the League only to promote a subject the League
is actively supporting, such as civil service, and that it be left to individual
speakers whether or not they wish to charge a fee in speaking before outside
groups. It was agreed that action on the recomméndation with reference to
sale of material be postponed until a later meeting.

Mrs, Stakman reported with reference to the proposed course at the Cor-
tinuation Center at.the University of Minnesota. It was agreed that February
was better than Jamuary or March, but that the first week in March would be
acceptable. It was suggested that it be determined that dates chosen did not
conflict with the Mpls. Tribune Press Conference, or the Journal Conference.

Miss Horr reported on theCollege League Conference held at St, Catherine's

Colleze, November 5th and 6th., Seven colleges were represented by 39 dele-
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gates. She reported that Winona Teachers' College and St., Benedict's College
Leagues are not functioning this year, and suggested that local Leagues in towns
where there are College Leagues appoint some member to advise with their local
college league.

Mrs. Collins reported on interviews by League members with members of Con-
gress. Senators Imndeen and Shipstead were not contacted., Members of the Winona
and Red Wing Leagues interviewed Mr. Andresen; St. Paul League, Mr. Maas; St.
Cloud League, Mr. Knutson; Benson League, Mr. Kvale, South St., Paul and Minnea-
polis Leagues are to interview Mr. Ryan and Mr, Teigan and Mr, Dewey Johnson,

The Duluth League was asked to write o Mr. Bernard, and Mrs. Townley and Mrs,
Wright, as members of the state board and constituents, have written to Mr. Buck-
ler. Mrs. Selover reported that Mr. Andresen was particularly impressed by the
fact that the Leaguehad kept a record of his votes, It was suggested that those
interviewing Congressmen km would be éarticularly effective in writing them for
support of League measures.

Mrs., Zavoral reported on the status of food and drug legislation, calling
attention to the fact that S. B. (Copeland bill) passed by the Senate, has been
reported in entirely fPevised form by a sub-committee to the full Interstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee of the House, and is now ready for full committee con-
sideration, In the discussion it was brought out that the bill &gg-paSseﬁ the
Senate at its last session, and the revision now pending before the House committee
have been shorn long since of original provisions that would have protected the
public against the tragedies of the receht deaths caused by the distribution of
an elixir of sulphanalimide. Also the need for "multiple seizure" provisions,
upon which the League has so often insisted, is demonstrated, If the present
law were without provisions for multiple seizure, no second shipment of the elixir
could be seized by the federal government until after court action on the first.

Mrs. Nelson reported on child labor legislation now before Congress, as well

as the status of the Child Labor Amendment, w ich lacks 8 states of rat
L at

ification,




She reported that the Leasue approves the principle of child labor regula;
tion included in the House version of the Labor Standards (Black-Connery)
bill, although there is one serious weakness., The League opposes the pass-
age of the Wheeler-Johnson child labor bill, either as a separate measure or
as a substitute for the child labor provisions of the Labor Standards 5111.
The National News Letters dated May 10th, July 23rd, and August 19th give

information on the provisions of these various measures.

Miss Mitchell called attention to the referendum being conducted by the

Américan Bar Association on child labor. The three measures on which the
réferenium is based are the Child Labor Amendment, the proposed Vandenburg Child
Iminf Amendment, and the Wheeler-Johnson bill, with no mentionx of the child
labor provisions as included in the House vérsisn of the Labor Standards bill,
It was agreed that a letter should be sent by the League to the president of the
Minnesota StateBar Association, calling attention to the League's attitude on
the measures included in the referemdum and on other child labor legislation
now before Congress, and that copies of said letter be released to the news-
papers., o)

Miss Horr announced that the quota of News Letter subscriptions for Minne-
sota for the next volume, as set by the National League, is 508, which is 132
more than secured last year.

During luncheon Mrs. McNally spoke on the League's stand on neutrality
during the present crisis, and read = letter from Mrs. Wright, National chair-
man, which it was asked be sent on to local Foreign Policy chairmen.

IT WAS VOTED that the December Board begin after luncheon, and contimmue
through dinner, wiﬁh a special invitation extended to husbands of Board
members to attend the dinner session.

Miss Mitchell gave an analysis of the questionnaire submitted Board members

(see attached)

Recommendations of the Department chairmen to the National Department chair-




men were discussed.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, J D Winter, Secretary




of Questionnaire for

How long have you served
Averge D years Trom O

Approximately how many
in the past year’
8 average i
In what way do /you consider that the Board has
grown during the year?
11 answered - general discussion and better under-

ered lec 1~‘ﬂaivv work
Ve answer

e

L

bet ;nfor;ed Board
Question 4 n what way would you like to see it improved dur-
3 ' the coming year?
Answer 8 gave no answer
K. as 1s
more contributions from nong city
members in discussion
members on program of work
iestions are not understood

-

more local Leagues attend

mbership ¢ the board increased your
p’TDCulVPTe i1 ;;1 own League?
said very

nhone sO
answer

Do you consider yourself alligned with any political
party?

10 ssid no

4 saild yes

2 doubtful

1l no answer

answer
mocrats

3 neﬂdD;lO”ﬂF
1 Progressive republican

A -

“

f not which party are you most
> Republican
Farmer Labor

Qp.o wratic
not in sympathy




The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters, was held December 10th, 1937, at the Minnesota Union on the
University campus. The meeting was called to order at 4 p. m., Miss Mit-
chsll presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Denny, Mrs. Beard, Mrs.
Swain, Mrs. Frost, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Selover, Mrs.
Stakman, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs., Gordon, Mrs. Keyes, Miss Britts, Mrs. Musser and
Mrs. Iuwe. Mrs. Boline and Mrs, Bartlett, assistant department chairmen
were also present, and Miss Horr and Mrs. Collins, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Jewett
and Mrs. McNally were present at the dinner meeting,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Cant, seconded by Mrs. Beard that
the reading of the minutes be omitted.

In the absence of Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Cant gave the treasurer's re-
port, showing a balance November lst of $401.66, receipts during Nevember
of $852,38, and disbursements of $922.25, leaving a balance November 30th
of $331.79, with bills payable during December amounting to $744.44, 1IT
WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Denny, seconded by Mrs. Zavoral, that the re-
port be accepted and the bills allowed.

Upon balloting on the membership of the executive committee for the
coming year, it was determined that such committee should consist of Mrs.
Wewhart, Mrs. Beard, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Stakman, Dr. Boynton, and Mrs.

Bundy and Mrs. Cant. (The last two serve automatically as presidents of
the two largest Leagues. )

There was discussion with reference to News Letter subscriptions,
and ways and means to reach the quota of 508 subscriptions assigned by the
National League. It was suggested that congressmen and Senators be con-
tacted, as well as other public officials, and other organizations.

Miss Mitchell read the call to the Thirteenth Conference on the Cause

and Cure of War, to be held in Washington, January 18-21, 1938, and it was

agreed that the executive committee should appoint any delegates who might




be able to represent the Minnesota League. Board members are to consult
with their local Leagues to learn if anyone from their community might be
able to attend,

Mrs. Stakman reported on the plans for the course to be sponsored
by the League at the University of Minnesota Continmation Center, Febru-
ary 3rd, 4th and 5th. The subjects to be covered, by the discussion
method, include reorganization of government, public welare, and personnel,
and the Department chairmen most concerned with these subjects were asked
to suggest to the committee points to be stressed. It was agreed that,
if possible, Katherine Frederic be present for as long a time as possible
during the course.

With reference to the possibility of holding the spring President's
Conference during the course, it was agreed that this suggestion be made
to local League presidents to learn their reaction.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Gordon, seconded by Miss Britts,
that the February State Board meeting be held at the time of the course,
rather than on the second Friday as usual.

Mre Swain reported on her experiences in following ont guggestions

made by the National League of Women Voters for a Patronage Excursion.
It was agreed that 10 or 12 of the strongest Leagues be selected, and
urged to do at least one small part of the "excursion". Other Leagues
might also be asked to send in one, carefully checked, example of pat-
ronage in their own community.

The McKellar postmaster bill, which would put all postmasters
permanently under the patronage system, was discussed. Senator Lundeen,
as a member of the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads which was
considering the bill, was urged by the League %o oppose it. Mies Mit-
chell read a letter from Miss Wells, reporting that Senator Lundeen did
not attend the meeting at which this bill was favorably reported. It

was agreed that a letter ghould be sent to Senator Lundeen, regretting

203
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his absence, and that board members should likewise write personal letters.

It was suggested that League members be urged to write in to the St.
Paul Dispatch for copies of their evening issues beginning November 17th,
which contain the Fiterman report on governmental reorganization,

Miss Mitchell reported on the letters to Governor Benson, express-—
ing the League's commendation on the establishment of the Public Welfare
Council, as authorized at the November Board meeting, and to Mr, Starkey
of the Industrial Commission, and Mr., Stoll, head of the newly expanded
State Employment Service, expressing the League's interest that true
merit principles be applied to the selection of employees under the ser-
vice. Mrs. Beard reported on a letter from Mr. Wenzel, Commissioner cf
Conservation, with reference to the application of the merit system in
that Department. It was agreed that this letter be followed by a per-
sonal call by Mrs. Beard and one other member. It was agreed that Mrs.
Zavoral and Mrs. Wright should see that personal calls are made on Mr.
Starkey and Mr, Stoll.

Mrs. Wright reported on her recommended suggestions as to changes
in the National League program under the Department of Government and
Economic Welfare.

Meeting ad journed at 5:50 for dinner.

Following dinner, at which the husbands of Board members were

guests, Mrs. Nelson spoke on the League's interest in child labor legis-

lation, Mrs. Swain and Miss Britt's on the McKellar bill, Mrs. Luwe on
the opposition to the so-called Equal Rights Amendment, and Mrs. McNally
on various matters of foreign policy in which the League is interested.
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,
Corinne K Collins,

Secretary pro tem
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STATE BOARD MINUTES
February 4, 1938

A meeting of thé State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters, open %o
all members, was held Friday evening, beinning at 7 p.m., February 4th, at
the Continuation Center of the University of Minnesota, MissMitchell presiding.
Board members present: Miss Hitohell; Mrs., Jewett, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs, Stakman,
Mrs. Workman, Mrs. Swain, Mrs, Selover, Mrs. Zavoral, Miss Britts..ﬂfs. Pearce,
Mrs. Brodie, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Temple, Mrs, Winter and Mrs, Bartlett,

17 WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakman, seconded ﬁy Mrs. Jewett, that the
reading of the January minutes be omitted, and that the minutes be accepted
with the Président's authorization.

Mrs. Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a bank balance January
1st of $319.93, receipts during the month of Jamuary of $1,006.66, disburse-
ments of $920.13, leaving a balance Jamary 3lst of $3296,46, and bills payable

during February amounting to $770,78. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain,

seconded by Miss Britts, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills

allowed,

Miss Mitchell annofinced the establishment of the Jane Grey Swisshelm fund
with a $1,000 contribution from George Wood Bacon of New York City. Miss Wells
nas made a cont$ ibution of $100, and there is already one other $50 contri-
bution. | |

Mrs. Stai of St. Cloud reported on the response from letters %o possible
contributors sent out by their League. '

Miss Mitchell introduced Mrs, Workman and Mrs, Brodie, new Board members.

Miss Mitchell read a 1etter-from the chairman of the Nominating Committee
for the National League convention. The Board expressed its wish that Miss
Wells be urged to allow her name to be put up for re-election, IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Zavoral, seconded by Mrs, Pearce, that the executive com=-

mittee make recommendations to the Nominating Committee from Minnesotas.
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Mrs, Swain read a letter from the National League, with reference to a
measure being considered for introduction by Senator McKellar, which would
provide that future appointments to independent agencies (such as Federal

Trade, Interstate Commerce Commissions, Social Security Board and the

' like) carrying salaries of more than $4,000 shall be patronage appoint-

' ments, i.s., made by the President and confirmed by the Senate. It was

reiterated that newspaper clippinéa expressing the Leagua's‘point of view

 be sent to Congressmen,

It was repofted that hearings on the so-called EqualRights Amendment
would begin before the Senate Judiciary Committee on February 7th, It was
agreed that a night letter from the State Board to Minnesota's two Senators,
asking them to file with the Judiciary Committee the statement of the Minne-

sota League's opposition to the amendment, should be sent, and that clip-

pings from the Minneapolis Journal of February 4th on this subject also be

sent,

Miss Mitchell anncunced that the Farm Bureau Federation and the Minn,
Junior Association of Commerce may be represented on the Civil Service Coune
cil, which is holding bi-weekly meetings.

Miss Mitchell read a letter from Miss Wells, accompanying the proposed
national program of work,for the coming biannium, The program was not dis-
cussed in detall, as it will be considered at the March and April board
meetings,

Mjss Mitchell reported that the annual all-day President's Conference

‘will be held early in April or late in March.

Miss Katherine Frederic spoke informally with reference to government
committee's with which she had been as® ciated,

Mrs, Winter showed her model houses, She will be available for speaking
engagements for local Leagues, for tbavelling expenses and a small fee, the
net profits to be divided between the local League sponsoring the meeting and
the Jane Grey Swisshelm fund,

keeting ad journed at 9:30 p.m,
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. J D Winter, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
March 11, 1938

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota

-

of Women Voters was held Friday, Merch 11th, 1938, at the Minneapolis Y

The meeting was called to order at 10 o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding.
esent: Miss Mitchell, Msdms, Zavoral, Workman, Swain, Townley, Selover, Keyes,
Brodie, Beard, Stekman, Luwe, Ewing, Cant, Gordon,
t, Wrigh%t, and Bartlett. Also Mrs, Wolf an Collins.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy 7 Mrs. Swain, that the
of the minutes be omitted a pies had been mailed to all Board members.
the absence of MNrs. Temple, Mrs, Collins read the treasurer's report,
showing a balance February lst of $356.46, receipts during the month of $800.42,
disbursements of $606,70, leaving a balance February 28th of $590.18, with bills
payable during March estimated at $550.16. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain,

LY

seconded by lirs, Bundy, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills
allowed.

Miss Mitchell reported that both Mrs.Clay and Mrs. Temple had suffered
injuries, and it was requested that the secretary express to them the symnathy
of the Board.

srowth of the Jane Grey Swisshelm fund by three contributions - all
from Winona and allunsolicited - was reported.

The establishment of a new voue at Jackson, with the assistance of Irene
Sweceney, was reported, with Mrs, a 2 side Mrs.Rue was formerly
president of the College League at Bowling Green University, Illinois.

Mrs.Collins reported the plans Ifor the seven district meetingzs to be held
during the first three weeks of May a Iope acy, Red Wing, Fergus Falls,
Waseca, Duluth and Willmar.

The anmial spring confarence of local Lesguz

the home of Mrs, Paml N Myers, of St. Paul,

his conference is open only to local Leamme presidents and district chairmen,




Urs, Beard reported on the changes in H ¥ 98 (Civil Service bill) as
recommended by theCivil Service Council. Major changes arec as follows;

1) tission of three to he known as "Board", to awid confusion abomt
ing an administrative commiseion,
Qualifying examinations for present employees to be compulsory except
in departmentis where merit system has been established by law and
examinations previously tdcen. '

aration

Buring of eligibility listed raised from 6 months to one year.

T a promoted employee is not certified during probation period, he
s returned to his former pos )
ligible 1list.

r than put on the top of

Section on Standards of Performance omitted. This will be left to
the rules and regulations rather than included in the bill, as it
is obvious such standards of performance must be established.

einstated in his former position, if the
y the Board,

Veterans securing a passing grade for
No section on appropriation is included,
introduced into Legislature,

The per diem of Board members was not increased, court appeal for dis-
gissed employees was not included, and eolicitation of employees for
political contributions is forbidden, although they are not proh;bited from
making voluntary contributions.

Mrs., Cant, moved, seconded by Mrs. Swan, that the Board accept the
revisions of the Civil Service bill as approved by the Civil Service Council,

Mrs, Cant moved to amend her motion by requesting the League repre-
sentative on the Civil Service Council to report to the Council that the
Leazue wovld like further consideration of the clause in Section XXII (1)

be religious, personal or political". MNotkon to amend
withdrawn by Mrs. Cant.

Vote being talzen on the original motion, it was so voted.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Townley, that




the League of Women Voters recommend that

tion to the word "personal' in shall not be

or political"

VOTED on motion of seconled by Mrs. Bundy, that only

be asked i9 write our two Senators in behalf of

the personnel.provisions of the Byrnes Reorganization bill efore the
] P A 4

Senate. It was agreed that it would be confusing o local Leagues to be asked
to write in behalf of a single administrator, appointed by the President, ina
(=] ? = L]
Minnesota
mich as the/League has opposed this form of sdministration for the state.

National convention,

was discussion of possible attendance at the

be able %o attend.

that some Minneapolis Leam e member would be appointed
who could keep track of transportation.

There followed discussion of the National Proposed Program of Work.

sted that there be some consideration of a general re-

the departments,

VOTED on motion of Mrs second that the

Boa®#d recommend to the National Board that welfare items be included

under one department, i.e., remedial legislation separated from labor and

consumer legislation.

Mrs, Wright moved that the State Board recommend that the National League

nsider the inclusion of an item on the cstudy of public indebtedness.

-~
—'d

Tpon further discussion, i State Board action

d changes is unnecessary, that the departiment chairman

suggestied

on to the National chairman of the department any recommendations
worthy of consideration, and that ghe replies to local Leagues making such
recommendations, either that it has been so recommended, or explaining why

recommendation is unnecessary.




STATE BOARD MINUTES
April 8th,- 1938

The regular monthly meeting of the Sta® Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held Friday, April 8th, 1938, at the Minneapolis Y W C A.- The
meeting wes called to order at ten o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding.

Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Winter, Dr. Boynton, Mrs, Swain, Mres., Wright, Mrs.

Schueter, Mrs, Workman, Mrs, Clay, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Zavoral, Mrs. Cant, lrs.

McNally, Mre. Nelson, Mrs,Stakman, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs, Temple, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs.

Keyes; Mrs. Beard, Mrs., Selover, Mrs, Demny and Mrs. Brodie, Miss Horr and Mrs.

Collins also present.
Mrs., Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance March 1lst of
receipts during the month of $361,67, with-disbursements of $497.95,
aving & balance March 31st of $453,90, with bills payable amounting to $636.66.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs. Clay, that the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills allowed.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the sug-
gested increase in gquota to the National Lesgue from $2,138 to $2,150 a year be
accepted.

An addition of £30.00 to the Jene Grey Swisshelm Fund was announced by Mics
Mitchell, representing one hglf of the net proceeds of the benefit-sponsored by

the St. Cloud League,

Orzanization Dates and places of the seven district meetings scheduled for

May were announced.

It was agreed that the choice of the hotel as headquarters for the
gtate convention to be held in Minneapolis be left to the discretion of
Minneapolis League.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain, seconded by Mrs. Beard, that

gecretary be instrumted to write to Mrs. Jewelt, who is ill, expressing

gympathy of the Board.




ional Convention
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrg, Stakman, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that the re-

cormendation of the executive committee that Mrs. Cant be asked to Serve as. proxy
s. Jowett at the exccutive meeting of the finance dsvartment at the national
convention be accepted.
I?TWAS:VOTEDoon motion of Mrs. Stakman, seconded by Mre, Cant, that it be
to the exscutive committee to appoint the second delegate, in addition to
ent, to attend the pre and post convention Council megting
It was agreed that Department Chairmen, who are unable {o attend theuselves,
should indicate whom they wish to serve as their proxy - preferably members of
he state board. Appointments to be made by the executive committee.
ional Program of Work Mrs. McNally read a letter £rom the National League,
explaining the item on removal of racial discriminations in the imnigration
laws. No objection to the item expressed.

Federal leziglat: Mrs. Schuster reported that the Equal Rishts Amendment had

been referred to the Scnate, without recommendation, by the Senate Judiciery

Committee. As neither of the two Minnesota Senators have committed themselves
as being opposed to this Amendment, it was agreed that sn effort should be made

to secure such commitmentis, and that a letter should be to the Segnators from

Nelson reported on the hearing on the proposed Federal Child Labor .Amend-

ment introduced by Representative Barry of New York, at which the League appeared

and asked that action be deferred until the Supreme Court has "spoken" regarding

the legality of ratificdtions of the amendment now before the states.

Mrs. Beard reported on the Reorg ion bill, the civil service provisions

of which have been supported by the League.

Pre-Elec = Cant i 28 IT WAS VOTED cn motion of Dr, Biyn-

i
b -

that the. questionnaire b8 limited to one subjec

civil service., One dissenting vote,




There was some discussion as to whether the purpose of the questicnnaire was
educational, or for the purpose of putting pressure upon candidates.
It was moved by Mrs vai seconded by Mrs. Gord that gomething be sent
candidates before the primaries. This motion was lost by a tie vote.
There was considerable discussion prior to the vote, bringing out the fact
e time is so short between the last date of filing and the date of primary
would not be opportunity to get returns to questionnaires
and disseminate the returns. Accordingly anything sen ut : primary
would be purely educational, and would involve considerable
the large number filing.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, secon by Mrs, McNally, that the

executive committee consider the possibility of questionnaire after the

primary election,

The officeas of the All-College League Board, Miss Dorothy Cowling of

m

Carleton, president, and Miss Brynhild Rowberg, St. Olaf's, vice president,
spoke on how the League has interested and helped them,
eting ad journed at two p.m,

Regpectfully submitted,

Mrs. J D Winter,




STATE BOARD MEETING
May 13th, 1938

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leazue of
Women Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y W.C A, Friday, May 13th, The
meeting was called to order at 10 o8clock, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs..Tﬁmnle, Mrs, Bundy, Mrs. Jewett, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Clay,
Mrs, Musse%, Mrs.Beard, Mrs. New, Mrs. Schuster, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. McNally,

Mrs. Winter, Mrs., Zavoral,

L

Mrs, Stakman, Mrs. Frost, Mrs. Hewﬁart, Mps. Nelson,
Mrs. Denny and Mrs. Keyes. Also Miss H orr and Mrs. Collins. Present as
guésts were Mrs, Frazer, Mrs, Ladd, Miss Sweeney and Miss Stier,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Musser; that the
reading of the minutes be omitted, as copies were mailed to all Board members,
Finance

Temple gave the Treasurer's Report, showing a balance April 1st of

WIS,

$453,90, receipts during April of $1,082.93, disbursements of $648,59, leaving

a balance April 30th of $888.24, with bills payable during May estimated at

$559,51, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that
the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

A contribution of $10.00 from the Austin League to the Jane Grey Swisshelm
Fund was announced.

Organization

Miss Horr reported the organization of three new local Leagues during the
preceding month at Owatonna, Lanesboro and Long Prairie.

Three of the May district meetings have been held, and Mrs, Musser and
Mrs, Zavoral spoke of the value and effectiveness of those they atiended,

State Convention

The 1939 convention is to be held in Minneapolis, as previously decided,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, October 4th, 5th and 6th, and it was reported
that the Radisson Hotel has been chosen as comvention headquarters. Following

v




discuesion about a National Board member to be invited, it was azreed that Mrs.
Marion Cheek and Nrs. Larue Brown should be considered. IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs, Zavoral, that the ddecisiéon be left to the
executive committee as to which National Board members should be invited,

The secretary read a letter of resignation from Mrs., Gordon, College League ‘
adviser, who has moved to Illinoiﬁ. IT WAS ?OTEL on motion of Mrs., Denny,
seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that Mrs, Gordon's resignation be aécepted with fegret,
and that the secretary be instructed to so wrfte her.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Cant, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that Mrs.
Lyman L Huntley, who has returned to Grand Rapids, be appointed to the State
Board as a special adviser on orAanization;

Civil Service

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Bundy, seconded by Mrs. Stalman, that a
letter be sent to the Minneapolis League and to Mrs. Peie, expressing appre-
ciation for the Civil Service dinner sponsored by the Minnespolis League.on

May 10th.

Mrs. Beard asked for Board discussion on the type of supporting material

to be prepared on the revised Civil Service bill, to be issued independently
by the League or jointly by the Civil Service Council. Copies of the bill
itself will be available for restricted distribution. It was agreed that the
Leagzue should prepare a resume by the question and answer me thod. It was
also suggzested that a model three minute talk be prepared,

It was agreed that Mrs, Beard should contact the State Conference of
Social Work, asking if they wish to consider endorsement of the civil service
bill at their annual meeting this month. As no reply has been received from
the D A R as to whether or not they wish to join the Civil Service Council,
to which they are eligible by recent convention action, it was agreed that

Mrs, Bartlett, as a member, should follow up the invitation,




Mrs., Winter was requested to keep a scrap book, as she has done in the past,
on the various candidates for office. This was also sugzested as a "job" for
members of local Leagues, as well as short talks on the spxlit ballot before
other organizations.

Ueland Fellowship

Mrs. Cant reported that the recipient of the fellowship for the coming year
k 1 g J

nas been announced. It was suggested that the University be contacted to find

out how this fellowship is announced to college students, and to make sure that
colleges havéng Leagues surely reéeive the notification. It was agreed that
there should be a VOTER article in the future on the holders of these fellow-
ships.

Federal Legiglation

Mrs. Schuster reported that the Equal Rights Anendment has been re-referred
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. Mrs. Zavoral spoke briefly on the judicial
review provisions recommended in the Food and Drug bill, which would set up a
metliod of court review of regulations that is wholly unprecedented. Mrs, Stak-
man reported on the status of postmaster bills and the Independent Offices
Appropriation bill.

National convention

Miss Mitchell reported that there were seventeen delegates from Minnesota,
representing nine local Leagues, every one either a state or local board
member or ex-member, or staff members., Five out of seven state program
department chairmen were present.

During the informal discussion of the National convention, the following
gsuggestions were made; with reference to the state conwention:
1) That the delegates to the business sessions be seated by Leagues, or

at least by districts.




2) That there be an attempt made to have more meetijgs of local department
chairmen with the state chairmen during the year.

3) That state department conferences at convention be on methods, rather

than on program,

Mrs, Fraser, Mrs. Ladd and Miss Stier, as well as the members of the
state board who attended the National convention, participated in the discussion,
which continued through lunch.
Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, J D Winter, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
June 10th, 1938

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leagie of Women Voters
was held at Janet Merrill Camp, Excelsior, Fridsgy, June 10th, 1938, beginning at
10:30 a,m., Miss Mitchell Presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Dr., Boynton, Mrs.
Temple, Mrs, Denny, Mes. Ewing, Mrs. Bartlett, Nrs. Workman, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs,
luwe, Mrs. Nelson, Miss Britts, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Swain, Mrs, Bundy, Mrs, McFally,
Mrs, Winter, Mrs, Brodie and Mrs, Collins.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bundy, seconded by Miss Britts, that the.
minutes of the previous meeting be accepted without reading.

Mrs, Temple gave the treasurer's report, shnwing a balance May lst aof
$888,24, receipts during May of $406,51, disbursements of $564,59, leaving a
balance May 3lst of $730.16, and bills payable during June estimated at $670,70.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded :by Mrs., Bundy, that the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills allowed,

Miss Mitchell reported a contribution of five dollars to the.Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fund from .the Pipestone League.

The recommendation.from the executive committee of .business arrangements for
the showing by Mrs., Winter of her model houses for the benefit of the Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fund was accepted. It was agreed that Mrs. Winters' expenses, which
would be the first expense to be allowed, should be adequate to cover not only
her travellihg expenses, but for packing and transportation of the models, with
allowance for possible damage; that the net proceeds should then be divided
equally between the local League sponsoring the benefit and the Fund, with a
minimum guarantee of $10.,00 to the Fund,

Or Z on

It was reported that Mrs, Collins would not be in the office for one month,

beginning July 11th, and that the phone in the state office would be disconnected
from June 15th to August 15th, calls being transferred to the Mpls. League office.

The establishment of new local Leagues in Anoka and Cambridge was reported,




as well as the reorganization of the Albert Lea League,

Mrs, Cordon's recommendation that St. Olaf College League be given the award
for offering the best meeting in the contest conducted among the college leagues
this past year was given, Mrs. Gordon attended one meeting of each of .the seven
colleges Leagues .in the state, .and felt that this was the best meeting from the
point of view of presentation of subject matter, publicity, participation of mem-

bers, and attendance., The Hamline College Ieague meeting was also particularly

good,
State convention
Mrs. Cant reported that Mrs, A E Bryngeléon had agreed to act as general

convention chairman,

.The following recommendations from the executive .committee were made for
chairmen of convention committees: Nominatihg Committee - Mrs. L L Huntley;
Budget Committee - Mrs, G B New; Committee on By-laws - Mrs, C M Denny; Program
Committee - Mrs. Miles McNally. It was brought out that the incorporation of
the Minnesota League makes it necessary to revise the by-laws, to be adopted at
an incorporator's meeting, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by
Dr, Boynton, that the recommendations be accepted.

There was discussion of .possible speskers for the convention. It was agreed
that it should be determined if it would be possible for both Dr. and Mrs,Quincy
Wright of Illinois to be present., It was agreed that it should be determined
whether Mr. ILyle Bellsley of the Civil Service Assembly would be available,
Other possible speakers suggested were, Mr. Pollock of Michigan, Prof, Merriam,
Prof., Alvin Banson, Mrs. Siegel Judd, Mrs, Ceorge G BoBert of Illinois, Mr.
Mandel, Mr, Harold Henderson, Dr. R G Blakey
Proposed Program of Work

The recommendations of the conference of department chairmen were made by
Mrs. Newhart and the respective chairmen,

It wasagreed that the four items recommended for support or emphasis -




Qualified Personnel in Public Service, A Civil Service Law for Mimmesota,

Reorganization of School Units, and Reorganization of State Welfare Administration -

should be accepted. -

It was agreed that Mrs, Rolf Ueland, Housing chairman for the Minneapolis
League, should be invited to come to the August Board meeting and explain further
the request from the Dept. cf Government and Economic Welfare of the Minneapolis
League, that the state program include an item which would permit support of
legislation creating a State Housing Authority.

It was agreed that further consideration was needed of the suggestion that
the League work for special state aid to distress counties for Aid to Dependent
Children.

It was agreed that it was not advisable for the league to work to abolish at
this time the township -system of relief, but that Leagues in counties under such
a system should be given special assistance in studying this problem,

There was discussion of League support against any move to weaken the
teacher temure law for the three first class cities, which had been passed with
League support. Inasmuch as this question is closely .allied to the gquestion of
gound retirement fund provisions, it was agreed that they should be considered

jointly, and that possibly study of retirement fund was advisable, It was

agreed that further information on this subject was needed,

Following items recommendsi for study were agreed to: process of amending
the constitution, Federal Aid to Education, Organization and functioning of
state legislature, sources of state income in relation to services and expendi-
tures, sources and allocation of school funds, abolition of common law marriages,
and teachers' retirement funds.

In the discussion of measures which might be brought up under the legisla=-
tive support policy, which permits active work by vote of the State Board, in
- gupport of the administration, enforcement and improvement of laws, which in

their passage were. supported by the League, it was brought out that there




-4
ghould be some review of measures coming under this classification. It was agreed
that suggestions for projects for investigation of the enforcement of such laws,
such as the Street TradesAct, 54 hour law for women workers, be made to local
Leagues, either in department letters or otherwise; and that there should be a
convention session on "League Victories" or "Achievements" which could review
measures thus supported.

There was discussion of the form of the state program and inclusion of
federal items, It was agreed that some, if not all, of the foreign policy items
should be included, with suggested form to be presented to the August Board
meeting, and further consideration of the possibility of giving wide-spread dis-
tribution to the National program. .

Miss Mitchell reported that she was planning to take a six months' leave of
absence following the convention next fall, and that Mrs, Newart, first vice
president, had agreed to serve as acting president,

It was agreed that Mrs. Bartlett should informally represent the Leagueat

the meeting of the Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance to be held

Monday evening, June 13th.

Attention was called to a meeting of the Commonwealth Club, in Minneapolils,
on June 16th,-when Mr, Zander, president of the American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Employees would Spéak on civil service.

Announcemén of the Grinnell Institute of International Relations, to be
held on the campus of Grinnell College, Iowa, June 16th to 25th, at which Mrs,
Quincy Wright will spesk, was made. Foreign Policy chairmen in Minneapoli, St.
Paul and Leagues in the southern part of the state have been notified of this
Institute,

Status of federal legislation was briefly reviewed, including replies from
Congressmen,

Attention was called to the fact that there would be no July Board meeting,
and that the August meeting would be held as usual on the second Friday.

Respectfully submitted, Mre, J D Winter, Sec.
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STATE BOARD MINUTES
Sept. 9, 1938

gegular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters

1w

Minneapolis Y W C A, ic September 9th, 1938, beginning at ten
chell presiding., Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, New, Mrs, Cant,

)y, Boynton, Mrs, Schuster, Mrs.

Temple, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Congdon, Mrs, Townley, Mrs. Clay, Mr

Nelson, Mrs. Ewing and Mrs. Stakman. Also Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins and Mjss Sweeney.

In the absence of the secretary, Mrs. Collins was appointed secretary pro tem.

Mrs, Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a bank balance August 1lst

«&, receipts during Angnst of $46.99, and disbursements of $Z0.TL, leaving
a balance August Z21lst of $86.,52, with bills payable during September estimated
at §1,060.39, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy, seconded by Mrs, New, that
the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

A contribution of ten dollars from Mrs. B W Musser to the Jane Grey Swiss-
helm Fund was announced.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, New, seconded by Mrs. Ewing, that the bud get
as recommended by the budzet committee be accepted by the Board and recommended
to the Conventicn.

T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Bundy, that the resig-
nation of Mrs. Jewett as finance chairman be accepted with regret, and that the
deep appreciation of the Board for her services be expressed to her.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the
recommendation of the executive committee that Mrs. New of Rochester be appointed
finance chairman, be accepted, leaving her position on the board to be filled
by appointment.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Clay, seconded by Mrs. Townley that the
recommendation of the executive committee that Mrs, Everett Fraser of Minneapolis

be-appointed co-chairman of the Department of Covernment and Economic Welfare

be accepted,




Miss Horr reported on her visits to local Leasues.

tate Convention

IT WAS VOTED that the election of officers be be vive voca

IT WAS VOTED that the registration fee be established at 50 cents

IT WAS VOTED that credentizls be sent to local Leazues on the same basis
as previously.

IT WAS VOTED that Mrs. Mo be asked to act .as parliamentarian,

There was discussion of the plans for the convention prozram. It was agreed
that the opening luncheon should be on the program item - sources of state income
in relation to expenditures and services - with Miss Violet Johnson and Mrs. R G
Blakey as speakers.

There was discussion of the plans for the final luncheon, and it was sgreed

issues, or on the general
subject of the nature of American democracy. Speakers suggested included Dr,
Ralph Casey, A N Christensen, and Dean Willey of the University faculty; Mr.
Brainerd of the St.Cloud Teachers! College, and .Theo. Blegen of the Minnesota

Historical Society.

certain
In the discussion on Fireside supper, thkexfRakkowimx Board members agreed

to asktheir local Leagues to prepare px "stunts" for the March of the Lzacue

on legislative achievements.

Mrs. Denny presented the proposed by-laws. It was agreed that the word
"notice" be substituted for %valid excuse" in Section 2 of Article III.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Cant, seconded by Mrs. New that in Article
VII the word "change" be substituted for "modify" or "modificati on" wherever
these words occur.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs. Schuster, that

in Section 6 of Article VII, the word "Majority" be substituted for "two thirds".

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr,Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Beard that .&n
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Section 4 of Article VII, following the first word "Board", the following be

inserted: "by a two thirds vote of those present and voting, M

Tm WA

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bartlett, seconded by Mrs. Clay, that Section

-

4 of Article III be changed to read: "The Board shall hold at least ten monthly
meetings, one of which shall immediately precede the Convention. Specialmeetings
of the Board may be called by the President or three members thereof."
INTEEVIEWS WITH CANDIDATE FCR GOVERNOR

Miss Horr reported on the interview with Governor Benson:. He was inter—
viewed by Miss Horr, Mrs. Bauman and Mrs.Collins., He seemed to
service was an unimportant issue, and expressed desire to see it passed and out
of the way.

was
Mrs.Beard reported on the interview with Mr. Gallagher, who/interviewed by
her and Miss Horr. He has not expressed himself publicly for the Civil Service
Council bill, said he would study it further, and expected to endorse it.
Miss Mitchell reported on the intefview with Mr. Stassen, who was interviewed
by her, Mrs. Bundy and Miss Sweeney. He said he would support the bill, as
stated he would do

has consistently demx throughout his bampaign and wovld like to see it
by reguiring competitive examinations every five years to keep mosition.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Dr. Boynton, thet the
October Board meeting be held Tuesday, October 4th, the opening day
convention,

During luncheon there was discussion, led by Mrs. Ueland of the Minnespolis
League, on the quistion of public housing for low income groups in Minnesota,

Meeting adjourned at two p,.m.

Respectfully submitted,




STATE BOARD MINUTES
October 4, 1938

The regular prescaonvertion meeting of at of the Minnesota League
of Women Voters was held October 4th, 1938, at the Hotel Radisson, Minneapolis,
beginning at 10 a.m., Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mr
Fraser, Mrs., Nevhart, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs, Cant, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. McNally, Mrs,

Bundy, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. New, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Keyes, Miss Britts
Mrs. Huntley, Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Hertz s Or. Boynton,
Mrs.Denny, Mrs. Musser, Mrs. Workman, Mrs. Frost, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. Pemrce and
Mrs. Clay. Also Miss Horr and Mrs.Collins.
The minutes of the September board meeting, as read by the secretary, were
accepted,

Mrs. Nelson reported a contribution of .five dollars to the Jane Grey

Swisshelm Fund from the Gsylord Lesgue.

W

Mrs. Temple gave the treasurer's report for the month of September, showing

a bank balance Septembe Fo D oceipts during the month of $1 667,36,
disbursements of § 6, leaving a balance September 30th of $846
of bills payable during October was available, but as a lar ge proportion of the
receipts were received during the last few days of the mo
had not been met., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Pearce, seconded by Mrs, Nelson,
the tr8asurer's report be accepted and the bills allowe
Miss Mitchell introduced Mrs.Byngelson and Mrs, Sampson, convention chairmen.
The names of former board members who had signified their intention of
attending the Firesids Supper was read, and Board members were asked to sit with
them,
The attention of Department Chairmen was called to the proposed standing rule

1

for the convention requiring twenty four hours notice on motions for changeg in the

=

program of work.

Miss Mitchell read a lett: ussell M Bennett of Minneapolis,




of $300, $200 to

Pt
st percentage of increase in the

be annocunced as anonymous,

be stressed rather zetting out the vote.

seconded by Mrs. Denny, that the gift be accepted,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swai

the $100 second prize be awarded to

=l £ Pardharn A4
russion of further d

There was dis

consigting of Mrs. Mrs. Huntley,

Cant,
was appointed to make
motion of Mrs

IT WAS VOTED on

progran of work as adopted be printed.

II“H

frs. Nelson spoke of the request that has bee

support legislation with

will be further considered at the

Miss Horr reported that local Leagues have requested

to be voted on at
irs, Richards,
two amendments, It was

leaflet on Amendment No. 1 might be distributed at

convention, as it was agreed that it was
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Pearce,
committee continue to

Meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.

Regpectfully

1938 vote over 19236,
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Stakman, seconded by Mrs.

reference to the law on Aid to Dependent

Child Welfare Department Confer

the November e

seconded by Mrs. Swain,

gerve until

Mrs.

Leaggues, or

Mrs., Cax
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motion of Mrs,
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that $20 of
securing the -most absentee

n of this second prize, and

Mrs. Richards and Miss Britt

a recommendation on this distribution.

3 Richards, that

made that the Minnesota League

Children, which

n

elnce.

information on the two

sction. IT WAS VOTED

if possibl

that/a penny sheet be prepared

agreed by the Board that the informational

the literature table during

unpartisgn.

geconded by Mrs, Luwe that the

a new one is appointed

» BpOckRE

submitted,

J Douglas Winter,

Secretary.

Cant,
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STATE BOARD MINUTES %\ com o homeuy)

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leszue of
Women Voters was held at the Mpls. Y W ¥ A, Fridny,_fovember 4th, 1938, Mrs.
Newhart, =acting president, presiding. The meeting W& held one week éarlier
than usual, as the gecond Friday is Armistice Day. Y Mrs. Newhart,

#irg, Duff, Mrs. Winter, M Musser, Mrs. Musty, Mrs, Fraser, Mrs, Stakman,

Mrs., Clay, Mrs.Workman, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs, Temple, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Bartlett,

Mrg. Luwe, Mrs. Denny, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs., Brodie, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. lMcNally and

Mrs. Pearce. Also Mrs. CGrahame and Miss Sinclair, Foreign Policy chairmen for
and Minneapolis Leagues, and Mrs, Collins and Miss Thayer.

Mo

The minutes of the pre-convention board meeting were read and accepted.
Finance

Mrs, Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance October 1lst of
$846,82, receipts during the month of $1,091.10, disbursements during the
month of $1,279.40, leaving a balance October 3lst of $658.52, with estimated
bills payable during November of $771.83. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant,
seconded by Mrs, Bundy that the revort be accepted and the bills allowed,

Mrs. Newhart reported that the Jane Grey Swisshelm fund had received
several contributions during the month: from the Grand Rapids League, 515,
and the South St. Paul League, $10, for benefit meetings, and from Mrs.,
Woodward Qolby, of St. Paul, a former board member, $5. In the discussion with
reference to local Leagues showing Mrs. Winter's model houses for the benefit
of the Fund, it was brought out that there is no stipulation as to the amount of
admission which must be charged; but $15 must be guaranteed to the Fund.

The president announced that Mrs. New as chairman of xh& Finance isiorgan-
izing a state-wide finance committee. Progress will be reported at the next
meeting,

Mrs, Newhart reported that all department chairmen were willing to accept
re-appointment, as follows: Miss Ruby Britts, Government and Its Operation;

1 Y4

Mrs., William Pearce, Government and Education; Mrs. I M Nelson, Government




Welfare; Mrs, Thomas Wright and Mrs.Everett Fraser, co-chairmen,
Economic Welfare; Mrs. Charlotte Farrish Luwe, Government and
Lezal Status ofWomen; and Mrs., Miles H McNally, '‘Government and Foreign Policy.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stakman, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that the Board

re-appoint the chairmen as named.

7ith referenceé to the executive committee for the coming year, the president
expreseed the Gesire that, with the approval of the board, all present members
be re-appointed, and that Mrs. Brodie be added.,  IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.
Musser, seconded by Mrs. Pemple  that the executive committee consist of Mrs.
Cant, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs. Beard, Mrs, Stakman, Mrs., Winter, Mrs,Brodie and Dr.

Boynton.,

At Mrs. Bundy's invitation, next year's convention will be held in St. Paul.

The dates of October 3rd, 4th and Oth, Tyesiay and Wednesday and Thursday,

~cested. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakman, seconded by Mrs. Winter,

accepted 4
Thayer reported the organization of a local League in Clarissa by herself
and Mjss Sweeney.

Specizl Activities

Mrs., Fraser reported the discussion at the executive committee with reference
League's responsibility in regard to the hearings to be held this month
Commission on minimum wage. It has been suggested that lirs.
Fraser attend these hearings merely as an observor, but that if she is asked
to state the League's stand, she should say that the Leazue supports the prin-
ciple of a minimum wage to create at least a subsistence standard as a base,
that the method of setting the wage on advice of an advisory committee, repre-
employers, employees and the public, is excellemt and just, but that
easue is not ready to speak on budget details. Mrs. Luwe brought out the

fact that the Leazue must consicder carefully the point at which protective

legzislation, such as minimum waze and maximum hour, ceases to be




women workers against exploitation and becomes an economic measure to improve socid
conditions generally. The League's prozram at the present time includes legisla-
tion improving conditions of work, wages andhours for women workers.

Mrs., Bartlett told, of the booth which she had manned at the M .E A convention

material was on sale. Beside handing out leaflets concerning

the two constitutional amendments to be voted on at the coming elsction, she
sold 457 pisces of literature amounting to $30.35. There was much ‘interest dis- r\
played and she fe it a very worthwhile undertaking. ne secretary was asked
to write letters.of anpreciation to the M E A office, Miss Mary Byrnes snd Mrs.
Albee Ladd who had made the opportunity possible.

There was discussion as to the advisability of having“"Ninety Days of Law

L

Making printed. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs.Clay

3

Sl
that the executive committee consider all the suszestions relative to thie

matter and decide what to do.
Mrs, Newhart next brought up the gquestion of whether or not to hold an
institute at the Contimation Center again this year.
institute had been very successful. IT VAS VOTED on motionof Mrs.
¥or
econded by Mrs. Winter that.the Leagzue arrance/such an institute agein
nter, preferably during the month of March. The president appointed
Mrs. Stakman to head up the committee and to work out the détails of subject,
dates, etc., with the executive committee and report at the December meeting
Mrs. Collins explained that the National Leazue is plamning-to handle renewals
to the News Letter direct, but that this procedure leaves no way for the office
to check on the minimum quotas assigned to each League. It was agreed that
it was advisable to ask local Leagues to send both new subscriptions and re-
newals through the state o
In Mrs. Beard's absen Mrs, -Collins reported on the replies from candidates
the lezislature on civil service. 214 replies have been received from the
> T

es, with 86 replies from the 148 incumbents running for re-election,




radio talk by Brynhild Rowberg of St. Olaf College,
Count?", which she felt had 'been very able.

of a prize given their Collegze Lea:ue for presenting the best meeting last year.

Mrs.Bryngelson, chairman of the Get Out the Vote committee, told of the rules

for the division of the prize of $300 offered by a League member in the
of incressing the vote that had been drawn up and sent out to local Leag
Judges for this contest suggested by the executive committee are Mrs. Silas M
Bryan, Dr, Ralph D Casey and Dr. Keith Clark. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs, Musser, seco>nded by Mrs.Ewing, that the seleetion of the judzes be left
to the executive committee.
Mrs, Brodie asked that at the next meeting the Board be prepared to express
r views on the Voter, - whether it should Dbe a house organ or a news organ,
a discussion of the convention. It was felt that it had been
nice:; that the Rsdisson was a good meeting place, that the program was well
orzanized, that it had been unusually well attended, and by intelligent women.
Moreover it was thought interesting to have local speakers who know Minnes
we have speakers from away we use nationgl officers or
> persons from other state leagues.,
uncheon Mrs. McNally .conducted a quiz
alao a discussion of how to mee I harge of $2.00 per meeti
C A in the future will make for the use of a meeting room for the
possibility of a ten cent tax on the luncheon price, or a T
a year on each Board member was discussed, but it
of meeting room should be includ in the general budget.

other possible meeting places be investigated.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen J Duff, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
December 9th, 1938

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women

Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, December 9th, 1938, beginning

at 10 a.m,, Mrs, Newhart, acting president, presiding. / Present: Mrs. Newhart,

¢. Denny, Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Beard, Mrs. Duff, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Stakman, .Dr,

Boynton, Mrs. Frost, Mrs. Musty, Mrs, Musser, Mrs. Bundy, Mrs,Cant, Mrs. Richards,
Miss Britts, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. New, Mrs. Huntley, Mrs,
Ewing, Mrs, Brodie, Mrs. Bartlett, and Mrs, Collins, and Miss Horr.

The reading of the mimutes of the previous meeting were omitted.
Finance

Mrs. Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance November 1st of
$658.52, receipts during November of $495.80, disbursements of $711.61, leaving
a balance November 30th of $442.71, with bills payable during December estimated
at $754,53, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bundy that the treasurer's report
be accepted and.the bills allowed.

Mrs. Newhart reported contributions to the Jane Grev Swisshelm Fund during

the paet month from the Moorhead and Fergus Falls Leacues from their showing of

Mrs. Winter's houses,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Beard that the executive committee recommenda=-

tion that Mrs, C C Ludwig, of Minnespolis, be appointed assistant chairman of
the Department of Govermnment and Its Operation, be accepted, The president
ennounced that the followinz assistant chairmen are willing to be re-appointed:
Government sndBducation, Mrs. Bartlett; Government and Child Welfare, Mrs. Boline;
Government and Legal Status of Women, Mrs, Schuster; Government and. Foreign Policy,
Mrs. Hertz. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain that these assistant chairmen
be re-appointed,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mitchell, that Mrs. McGuire, Miss Gladys Sinclair,
Mrs. Holman and Mrs. McNally, be asked .to be delegates to the Cause and Cure of

War Conference, to be held in Washington in Jamuary, and that any further appointe-




ments be left to the executive committee.

Mrs. Newhart announced that the Committee on Social Legislation of the State
Conference of Social Work has a vacancy and that it hes been suggested that a
League member be appointed, not to serve as an official League representative,
however, . Dr, Boynton has expressed her willingness to accept such appointment.

No Board action necessary, as she is not to be an official representative.
Special Activities
Get Out the Vote Contest

son

Mrs. Bryngel/reported on the recent contest among Leagues in the interests of

increasing the vote, The first prize of $200 goes to the Leagues in Ottertail
County, which showed the largest percentage of increase, over 15 per cent, in the
total vote cast in 1938 over that of 1936.. There are three lLeagues in the county -
Fergne Falls, Pelican Rapids and Battle Lake - and the division of the qmakx prize
has been made nn the basis of the quota paid to the State League, as follows:
Fergus Falls, $155.44, Pelican Ranids $23.83, and Battle Lake $20.73, The prize
of $20 to the College League securing the most absentee ballots was awarded to
St. Cloud,Teachers College League. Two Leszves had a 100 per cent record in
contacting orgenizations in their commmnity - Grand Rapids and Fergus Falls.
The prize of $20 was awarded to Grand Rapids, as Fergpus Falls had already
received one prize. The judges had not vet come to a decision with reference
to the Leagve doing the best work in educating the commnity on intelligent
voting. PTor publicity, the Minneapolis League was awarded the prize of $15
for Leagues in the three large cities; Owatonna the prize of $15 for Leagues
in smaller towns having daily newspapers; and Northfield the prize of $15
for Leagues in smaller *towne h-ving weekly. newspsapers.

Mics Britts reported that the University -Press is going to publish the
League mimeograph, "90 Days of Law Making"

t was reported that Department chairmen reports of meetings

held by local Leagues under their departument.

hrs. Musty and Mrs.Swain, Mrs. Richards and Miss Britts reported on their




interviews with Congressmen.

Mrs, Fraser gave a report on the minimum wsge hearings being conducted by the
Indnsirial Commission. Under the law, advisory boards for each industry should
be appointed, as the needs of employees vary according to their occupat
that separate wage orders for coch industry will probably be issued.

u___A' tinua

ation Course The dates for the course have been set for February 16th,
17th and 18th, and the program will be. based on the plans for a campaign school
outlined by the National Leagune, with emphasig on public zpending.

ossibilities

from the Council bill
Mrs. Beard reported on the differences/in the revLsion accepted by the Sta

Civil Service and other lezislative gupport p
t!

gderation of Labor executive council. In all, 33 changes are made, which in
the agzregate offer a definitely weaker bill. The chief diffcorances are blanketing
all present employees, absolute veterans! preference, anrepresentative of
organized labor on the Civil Service Board, aml greater emphasis on seniority in
promotions and lay-offs.

Miss Mitchell reported that Governcr-elect Stassen had invited the members of
the Civil Service Council to have luncheon with him on December 13th. A Council
meetingz had been called, partly to determine the status of the representative
of the State Federation of Iabor, which has been represented through the State
Employees Union No. 10. The Council had agreed that a representative could be
withdrawn only by action of the organization which had appointed him, and it
was the feeling of the Board that Miss litchell, as chairman of the Civil Service
Council, should request the State Federation of TLabor to withdraw their repre-
senbtative, inasmuch as it would be inconsistent for them to continue to be re-

resented as they are to introduce a separate hill.

Under the subject. of reorganization of state welfare administration, it was
reported that it is not known what bills will be introduced. Dr, Boynton reported
that the Committee on Social Legislation had discussed amendments to the County

Welfare Board bill, supported by the League in the last session, which would make




the county the unit for relief as wall as public assistance.

Mrs, Nelson discussed the appropriations for Aid to Dependent Ch&ldren and
changes in the law itself which will probably be presented to the legislature.

T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser that it be left to the executive
corumittee to decide what legislation showld be supported by the League,{other
than civil service. Discussion indicated that the Ieague probably should
support, at least to the extent of having Mrs., Nelson nr her renresentative

at hearings,.an adequate appropriation for Aid, to Dependent Children in
distress counties.

Mrs, Nelson brought up the question of paxmihks League support of strengthening
of the Strset Trades Act, which had been passed with League support. It was
agreed that any League material on this subject should stress the enforcement of
the present law, rather than becoming involved in the broadening of the law,

During luncheon, Miss Catherine Ann Quigley, president of St.Clatherine!
College League, and Mrs.Swain, reported on the College League Conference.
Miss Mitchell told of her trip to the Wisconsin League, and Miss Horr reported
n her recent trips to Indiana, Kansas and Colorado, for the National League.

i1t wassuggested by Mrs, Ewing that the December issue of the Woman Voter
be devoted to Civil Service.

Mrs, Bwing, as radio chairman, told of the offer of W C C O to allow the
League to cooperate with them in a weekly evening radio program to be known as
the "People's Lobby". This would be.in the form of open discussion of legisla-
tive issues, It was agreed that the Leazue could not cooperate in such a program,
inasmueh as the League would have no control over the svbjects or the speakers,
and would be put in the position of presenting points of view at variance to the
League's stand, or on matters on which no stand has been taken.

% Meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Helen J Duff, secrstary




Minutes
Executive Commit tee Meeting
January 1lth, 1939

The executive committee of the Minnesota ILeague of Women Voters met at Miss
Mitchell's apartment, at 12 o'clock, Wednesday, Jamuary 13th, 1939,
Present; Mrs. Newhart, Mrs. Cant, Mrs., Beard, Mrs, Stakman, Dr., Boynton,
Mrs. Brodie, Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins

Radio Mrs. Newhart reported the suggestion of WCCO that the League have
three-way interviews on the series of weekly broadcasts. WCCO has not yet
definitely set a time for these broadcasts, but they will probably begin
shortly after the first of February

Audit It was agreed that the books should be audited, as this has not
been done since 1935, and that an attempt should be made to secure an
auditor at a reasonable price,

Continuation Course Mrs, Stakman presented the tentative outline of the
course. The first day will be given over to a discussion of facts; the
second to the economic basis and the problems of a balanced budget; and
the third to constructive proposals. The title of the course is "Spending
for Public Welfare and Business Recovery". It was agreed that the

State Board meeting would be held Friday evening, with the possibility

of an outside speaker for a Thursday luncheon. Juige J F D Meighen

of Albert Lea has been suggested,

Public Health Mursing Dr. Boynton explained the situation with reference
to this matter, Federal funds which have been used to subsidize county
public health nurses will not be available probably after the 30th of
June, 1939. Public health nursing is now set up as a separate department
rather than under Maternal and Child Health (Child Hygiene Division)

Resgpectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collinsg, Secretary




STATE BOARD MEETING
Janvary 13th, 1939

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Mimmesota Leazue of Women
Voters was held Friday, January 13th, 1939, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at the
Minneapolis Y W C A, Mrs. Newhart presiding. Present: Mrs, Brodie, Mrs, Duff,

Mrs, Swain, Miss Mitchell, Mrs. McNally, Mrs. Luwe, Mrs, Bartlett, Mre. Musty,

Mrs, Pearce, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Denny, Dr, Bo¥nton, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Ludwig,
Mrs. Winter
Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Congdon, Mrs, Workman,/Mrs, Bundy, Mrs. Frost, Mrs. Musser, lMrs,.

Stokman, and Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Winter that the reading of the mimutes for the
December meeting be omitted,
Finances

Mrs,Temple gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance December lst of
$440.88, receipts during the month of $1,368,19, disbursements of $1,189.87,
leaving a balance December 3lst of $619.20, and bills payable during Jamary
estimated at $688.88, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Swain that the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills sl lowed.

Mrs, Collins reported that during the first quarter of the current fiscal
year, $1,118,32 had been paid in on quotas for the year 1938-39, which is
slightly more than have been pald last year on the same date. Over $500
worth of educational material has been sold during this first quarter (part of
this amount being outstanding on running accounts).

A gift to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, from Miss Mitchell and Mrs. iyer,
was reported. There was discussion of how to encourage more Leagues to arrange
for showings of Mrs. Winter's miniature houses for the benefit of the fund,

A contribution from Dr. Mayo, of Rochester, was reported, of $100.00, to be
shared half and half with the Rochester and the State Leagues.

Raiﬁi. Newhart reported that there are to be three weekly fifteen minuée broad-

casts on Civil Service over W L B, the first by Mrs. Beard on Wednesday,

Jamuary 26th, 3:30 to 3:45, on "What is Civil Service}"




-
Beginning in February WCCO will probably give the League a 15 mimite period.
Mrs, Newhart read a list of proposed topics, and reported that notices would be

sent to local Leagues giving the time of the programs, if it could not be

announced in the WOMAN VOTER in time. It was suggested that there be local

broadcasts during Federal Civil Service Week.

irs. Inwe reported on the action taken at the Lima Conference on the status
of women which was generally favorablé.to the Leﬁgue stand; i.,e., retaining
protective legislation. IShe thought that the many cables and lectters sent were
helpful in framing the resolutions.

Legislation

Miss Horr reported that there is to be a bill introduced, calling for a 48
hour week for women, with a nine hour daily maximum, with special persmission to
work ten hours. A duscussion followed as to what support the League should give,
and it was left to the executive commitfee to make such decision,

Amendments to the Aid to Dependent Children law are to be-introduced, to allow .
aid to male as well as female relatives, It was suggested that Mrs. Nelson be
asked to consider this legislation and report to the executiwe committeé.

Miss Horr reported on the three civil service bills which have-heen intro-
duced:; The Civil Service Council bill, the bill sponsored by the Minnesota
Federation of Labor, and the MacKinnon-Stiening bills, which resemble the New
Jersey law and call for a siﬁgle commissioner appointed by the Covernor,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mitchell tc send a letter to the Governoxr
showing our approval of the non-operatilon of the spcils system in somc departe
ments and disapproval of its operation in others. The idea is to help him combat
the spoilé systemn,

Mrs. Bartlett.told of the bill to be introduced at the request of the State
Department of Bducation, requiting all school districts to close schools with

an averagze attendance of six or less and transport the pupils elsewhere. It




-

was agreed that this matter should be considered by the executive committee.

Mrs, Cant explained what the Minneapolis League is doing on the federal
merit system project. They have a list of all federal agencies in the city,
will visit them, find out how the employees are appointed.

Contimiation Course

THe League course at the Continuation Center was discussed. Mrs. Stalman

announced the subject as "Spending for social welfare and business recovery".

She gave the program of discussions for the three days, most of them by University
professors, and there was discussion of a special luncheon meeting on Thursday.
As there is a symphony concert Thursday evening, the only evening program will
be Friday, when a State Board meeting, open to all League members, will De held,

The College League adviser, Mrs., Swain, reported that the College League
Board is to meet the following day at Hamline.

It was agreed that "Eegislative Highlights", which are sent to local League
presidents at intervals, to keep them in touch with the progress of legislation
should be contimed.

In closing, the president said that Miss Wells wanted to know of pessible
residents of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, South Dakota, West Virginia,
Virgink, who might be interested in assisting with the organizat ion-of Leagues.

The meeting was then adjourned to luncheon,
During luncheon, Mrs, Cant led a discussion on the value of democracy and
the League's nation-wide expansion program.
Respectfully submitted,

Helen J Duff




MINUTES
Executive Committee Meeting
Jamuary 23rd, 1939

A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota league of Women Voters
was held beginning at 10:30, Monday, January 23rd, 1939, at Miss Mitchell's
apartment. Present: Mrs, Newhart, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Stakman, Dr, Boynton, Mrs,
Beard, Mrs. Bundy and Mrs, Brodie, Also Mrs, Fraser, Miss Horr and Mrs,
Collins

Mrs. Fraser presented the criticisms that have come to the attention of the
league of the recent appointment by the Executive Council of the State Relief
Administrator. These criticisms would indicate that no careful consultation
wae made before making the appointment, and furthermore that the appointee

is wholly unqualified for the position. It was agreed that the League should
call the attention of the Governor to these criticisms by letter, possibly
follow&d with a personal interview, It was agreed that Mrs, Fraser and Miss
Mitchell might consult informally with Mr, Henderson previous to sendihg a
letter to the Governor. It was also agreed that it would be advisable to
write to the Faribault League, asking what they know about the qualifications
and training and experience of the appointee, as well as his attitude toward
trained personnel.

County welfare boards Miss Horr reported that she has heard that the County
Commissioners Association at its state meeting early in February will consider

a resolution, to be presented to the legislature in the form of a bill, that

the five county commissioners all serve on County Welfare Boards (rather than

the maximum of three at the present time), possibly retaining the two lay members,
meking a board of seven, It was agreed that local Leagues might be asked to

do some preparatory work to offeet such a move, such as making interviews

in their community to bring out the need for adequate lay representation,
securing local publicity, contacting county commissioners themselves

Civil Service There was discussion about the inclusion of employees of the
University of Minnesota under the state civil service set-up, Mrs. Beard
explained that the Council had finally decided to include such employees,
with the realization that it might be unconstitutional. It was felt it was
better not to make any exceptions in the bill as introduced.

Continuation Course Mrs., Stakman reported that there were no further develop=
ments to report,

Legiglation Miss Horr reported that she had conferred with Sgnators Almen
and Wahlstrand about the bill to be introduced at the request of the State
Department of Educzt ion discontimuing small schools. They felt that there
would be a great deal of objection to such a bill, and that the League might
jeopardize other legislation in which it was interested by supporting this
bill., She also reported that she had been advised that the League should not
support the bill providing for a 48 hour week for women workers, unless it
were definitely known that the present 54 hour law maxx is being properly
enforced.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins




Executive Committee
February 6, 1939

A meeting of the executive committee was held Monday, February 6th, beginning
at 10:60 a.m. in Miss Mitchell's apartment. Present: Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Cant,
Mrs, Stakman, Mrs, Winter, Mrs. Brodie, Dr, Boynton, Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins.
of
Reorganization of State Welfare Administration There was discussion/what
stand the ILeague should take on any measures that mey be introduced in the
legislature on reorganization of state welfare administration. It was
decided that a league group should meet immediately with other individuals
and representatives of groups interested in this matter to consult about
desirability of proposals. It was agreed that the League executive committee
should meet soon, to consider, on the basis of this joint meetihg, what the
League stand@ should be.

It was agreed by the executive committee that it be recommended to the State
Board that Mrs, John Bauman be appointed a special adviser to the Board on
welfare administration problems, during the legislative session,

Five Day Waiting Period bill Miss Horr reported that a hearing before the
Senate Public Welfare Committec on this bill which was to be called for this
afternoon but had been postponed to Wednesday, February 15th. Plans for
speakers to represent the League at this hearing were discussed.

Public Health Nursing The report from Mrs, Nemec with reference to the cur-
tailment of this program due to withdrawal of federal funds, and the possibility
of a state appropriation for aid to the counties for this service was read.

It was agreed that it be recommended to the State Board that the League

support legislation which would assure the continuance of this program,

inasmuch as so many Leagues have worked actively to secure public health

murses in their own counties. It was agreed that the first step should be

to write to all local Leagues, informing them of the situwation, and that
fuxkhmx decision on further action necessary be postponed until the legisla-
tion is introduced.

Mrs, Newhart read a letter from the Grand Rapids League, with reference to their
sponsoring a social work conference. It was agreed that there seems to be

no objection to their doing this, but that Mrs. Wright, who had already been
asked to write to them, would have good advice to give, as she has had loecal
contact with such conferences,

Mrs. Newhart read a letter from Mrs, W S Clay of Hutchinson, offering her
resignation as a member of the State Board, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,
Stakman that Mrs., Clay be asked to complete her term of office, which expires
in October 1939,

Mrs., Collins and Miss Horr gave a report of the finance commit tee meeting held
February 4th, &t which plans were made to increase finance understanding among
League members, and to secure additional contributions direct to the State

League.

Bt was reported that it would be recommended to the State Board that the Little
Falls and Two Harbor Leagues be dropped from the 1list of active leagues,

Mrs, Newhart reported that Mrs, Gellhorn's proposed trip to Minnesota during
February had been postponed until later in the spring.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinmne K Collins




STATE BOARD MEETING
February 17th, 193

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leazue of
Women Voters was held on the third Friday of the month, during the Course at the
Continuation Center at the University sponsored by the League. The meeting was
open to all Leasue members, and was called to order at the Continuation Center,
Friday, Pebruary 17th, beginning at 7 p.m., Mrs. Newhart presiding. Board members
present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Duff, Mrs, Stakman, Dr. Boynton, Mrs.Wimt er, Mrs.Musser,

Mrs. Cant
Mrs., Keyes, Mrs.,Wolf, Mrs. Wright, /Mrs.Fraser, Mrs, Swain, Mrs.Bartlett amd lMrs.
Ludwig.

IT WAS.VOTED on motion of Mrs. Winter that 6he reading of the minutes of the
January meeting be omitted,

In the absence of the treasurer, lMrs. Collins gave the treasurer's report, show-
ing a bank balance Jamuary lst of.$619.20, receipts during January of $462,12, dis-
bursements of $702.58, leaving a balance Jamuary 3lst of $378,74, and bills payable
during February estimated at $816.96, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Swain that
the report be accepted and the bills allowed.

It was revorted that the Rochester Leasue has made an additional quota contri-
bution of $25.

It was snnounced that the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund had received a contribution of
$25.00 from the Ferzus Falls League since the last Board.meeting, $2.50 as an
additional profit from the showing of Mrs., Winter's miniature houses, and $22.50
as a contribution from the League. Mrs, Musser reportedon the very successful

[T,

showing of these houses sponsored by the Wells Leazue.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stskman that the executive committee recommenda-

tion that Mrs. John Bauman be appointed as special adviser to the Board on welfare

1

during the legislative session, »* =57
Mrs. Newhart introduced the State Board members to the guests present.
Mrs. Musser then showed a scrap book she has been keeping of &all publicity

concerning the Leazue which has been appearing in the Twin City papers - a very

fat and full book.




A discussion of the legislative program followed.

1) Pive Day Waiting bill., A bill to repeal the five day wai ting period provision .

in the marriagze law has been introduced into the legislature. Miss Mitchell cslled
attention to the fact that the League is always ready not only to work for new legis~
lation but to fight to hold that which has already been won. Such a large crowd .
appeared at the Senate committee hearing, due to the prompt action of the League,
that the bill was voted for indefinite postponement. The moral of this victory
is the necessity for keeping up to date files.on old support items, and that close-
by Leagues be kept informed so that they are prepared to come on a moment's notice.

2) Civil Serviee. Mrs. Beard's illness at this time is a real loss. Miss
Horr reported that this bill has had the greatest consideration any bill has had
in years. There have been five hearings before the House Civil Administration Come
mittee, and the sub-committee has worked very.hard., The Committee bill - HF 601 -
is based on the Council bill and is a comparatively good bill which the Leame can
back. Today the present employee clause was debated, and on Tuesday afternoon the .
veterans' preference will be discussed.. It was suggested that letters to Mr. Brophey,
chairman of the Civil Administration Committee, from any Legion Post not in favor
of absolute veterans' preference would be very helpful,

Mrs. Cant asked that a letter be written to Mrs., Beard expressing the sympahty

of the Board in her illness.
3). Reorganization of Welfare. Mrs. Fraser reported that the Governor is
apparently not convinced of the desirability of a policy-making lay board, Fith
a director appointed by the board, but advocates a single commissioner appointed
by the Governor. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mitchell, seconded by Mrs. Cant,
that a committee be sent from the Leazue to confer with the Governor on this ques-
tion of the lay board, and also on the question of having relief integrated with -
other welfare activities.

4) County Welfare administration. It was reported that as yet no bills have .

been introduced affecting the personnel of county welfare boards.
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5) Public Health Nursing Dr. Boynton explained that there has been a federal
subsidy from Social Security funds, under the Division of Child Hygiene, which has
been used to aid counties in supporting public health nurses. With the withdrawal
of these funds, due to the expansion of the maternity and infancy program, it is
estimated that 12 counties will not be able to continue this service, and the work of
many other counties will be curtailed. A bill is to be introduced providing $1,000
for each of the thirty counties which have had a public health nurse in the last
year. Several questions were brought out in the discussion - why this uniform
appropriation? What support should the League give to this matter, which was adopted
in principle by the state convention several ysars ago.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton to wait until after a bill is introduced

before making final decision as to what support could be given by the League, either

in appearing at hearings or asking local Leagues to write to legislators.

6) Common Law Marriage. A bill is to be introduced by Mrs. Paige, whichwould
abolish common law marriages, by requiring a license and two witnesses. IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Swain that the League support the passage of this bill,(which has
been supported by the League in previous sessions of the legislature) by Appearing
in its behalf at the hearing, and that the executive committee make the decision
as to what further support to give.

7) Teacher temnure. It was reported that a bill is to be introduced into the
legislature setting a retirement age for teachers in the tenure law governing the
three cities of the first class. Leazue opposition to this amendment has been
requested, on the ground that it constitutes a threat to legislation supported by
the League in its passage. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by lrs.
Swain, that the decision be left to the executive committee, to be based on
recommendations from the Minneapolis, St. Paml and Duluth Leagues.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mitchell, seconded by Mrs. Winter, that the
Board consider the Little Falls League dropped from the list of active Leagues,

following their request.




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota League of VWomen Voters
was held in the League office, Friday, February 24th, 1939, beginning at
4:15 p,m, Present: Mrs., Newhart, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Brodie and Mrs. Fraser
(as acting president of the Minneapolis Leazue) Also Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs.
McQuarrie and Mrs. Painter, and lMrs. Collins,

Teacher Tenure Following the action of the State Board, the decision with
reference to League opposition to any bills that may be introduced into the
legislature, e stablishing a retirement age in the teacher tenure law affecting
the three cities of the first class was to be left to the executive committee.
Under the legislative support policy, the League may undertake active work
when laws, which in their passage were supported by the League, are threatened
by new legislation. The League in the three cities were asked to give their
opinion with reference to such legislation, to be used as the basis for the
executive committee considerat ion:

Mrs, Bartlett reported that the Board of the Ramsey County League had
voted unanimously to oppose the inclusion of a retirement age in the
tenure law.

Mrs. McQuarrie reported that the Minneapolis League group which had
made a study of this question had agreed that action be taken only with
due consideration to adequate retirement provisions.

A letter from Mrs. Seligman, education chairman for the Duluth League,
was reported which read in part "the majority feel that an amendment
to the tenure law calling for compulsory retirement would not weaken
the law,"

In the discussion, it was brought out that retirement age proeerly belongs
in laws governing retirement funds, rather than in tenure legislation.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Brodie, that the
Leasue take whatever action seems feasible, considering other legislative
commitments, if and when such a bill is introduced.

Mrs. Newhart reported on a request from the State Director of the National
Emergency Council, asking for a list of local League presidents in order to
advise them of a series of programs explaining the work of var ous féderal
agencies, to be broadcast over WL B, It wasazreed that the list not be
furnished, but that maxammommesmexkxoaf these programs, as well as other
educational programs over W L B, be made known to the membership, possibly
through the Woman Voter.

With reference to the suggestion also made by the State Director of the N E C
that the League sponsor a dinner honoring women legislators and other xkakm
women state officials, it was agreed the League's program for active support
was too heavy to make this possible,

Dr. Boynton reported on the discussion at the Commitiee on Social Legislation
with reference to state welfare areorganization.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins, Secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota league of Women Voters

was held Thursday, March 9th, 1939, beginning at eleven o'clock at the League
office. Present: Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Fraser (representing Mrs. Cant),
and Mrs, Wolf, Also Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins

Public Health Mursing There was discussion with regard to the bill that has
been introduced into the legislature, which would appropriate $1,000 to each
county of the state which had employed for the past year one or more publiec
health nmurses. The purpose of this bil&uigégg put the public health nursing
program on a permanent state-wide basis, eral Social Security Funds for
the Maternity and Infancy program have been used to subsidize county public
health mursing programs, but will be no longer available after June, 1939,

In the discussion it was brought out that public health nursing has been on the
League's program for support in the past, and that local Leagues are very much
interested in the question. It was the consensus of opinion that the Minnesota
League should declare itself as being in favor of the principle of establishing
public health nursing service on a permanent basis, but should avoid putting
itself in the position of pushing a definite appropriation at this session

of the Legislature. Bx It was agreed that Dr, Boynton should speak before
the Committee on Public Health and Hospitals of the House when this bill comes
up for hearing on Friday, March 10th, in behalf of the principle

County Welfare Boards Miss Horr reported that a bill has been introduced
which would give county commissioners the power to select five members to
serve on County Welfare Boards, with two other people to be chosen from a list
submitted by the State Board of Control. There was discussion of what counld
be done by the League at this time to offset the increase in county commissioner
representation on such boards, inasmach as adequate lay representation was
supported by the Leagne in the establigshment of the County Welfare Boards.

The bill has been referred to the Committee on Towns and Counties, snd it was
agreed that Mrs, Nelson, child welfare chairman, should be asked to interview
the chairman of this committee, and that further action by the League be poste
poned for the time being.

Aid to Dependent Children Miss Horr reported that the appropriation for ADC
has not yet come in, but it is her understanding that there will be no separate
request for aid to distress counties for ADC, It was agreed that the Bemidji
League, and any other Leagues in so-called distress counties, should be written
to determine whether any move is being made from the community to present such
a request to the legislature.

Common Law Marriage This bill has been reported favorally by the House Public
Welfare Committee, but has had no action in the Senate, and there appears to

be no interest in the Senate for the passage of this bill, Following state
board action, the League was represented at the hearing on this bill in the
House committee, but it was the consensus of opinion that the League could

not take much further responsibility foward furthering the passage of this
legislation, due to pressure of other legislative commitments,

Meeting ad journed at 12:15
Respectfully sutmitted,

Corinne K Collins,
Secretary




STATE BOARD MEETING
March 10, 1939

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held on Friday, March 10th, 1939, at the Minneapolis Y W C A,
with Miss Mitchell presiding, as Mrs, Newhart was ill, Tho se present were:
Miss Mitchell,
Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Wolf, Mrs, Workmen, Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Duff, Mrs. Stakmsn, Mrs,
Mrs, Frost, Mrs, Bauman,
Winter, Mrs, Fraser./Mrs. Swain, Mrs, Musty, Mrs. Cant. Also Miss Horr and
Mrs, Collins, Mrs, Nelson was present for lunch.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Winter that the reading of the minutes for
the February meeting be omitted, and that they be approved.
The LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM was first discussed.
Common Law Marriaze Miss Horr explained that Mrs. Paige had introduced a
Uniform License bill, which would sbolish common law marriages. Mrs, Woodward
Colby has represented the League at a hearing in behalf of this bill and has
offered to lobbye.
ent Age Teacher Te At the last State Board meeting,
this matter had been referred to the Executive Committee who were to consult
with three city Leagues that would be affected by such legislation, to deter-

mine whether it was their opinion that the inclusion of such a retirement age

would constituxe a “threat" to legislation previously supported by the League.

Mo hwades - o inie N

Qhe&*—e¢m§;a was that the retirement age should not be included in the tenure
hal Yhe PLogeic la o Woo wa

law ordy in provisions for retirement funds, and that the retirements funds

were not yet all on a sound enough basis to allow for a definite retirement age.
The executive committee voted that the League take whatever action seems feasible,
considering other legislative commitments, if and when such a bill is introduced.

Public Health Nursing It was reported that Dr. Boynton was speaking at a hearing

this same morning, on the value of putting public heslth nursing on a permanent,
state-wide basis, but not in behalf of any definite appropriation.

County Welfare Boards Miss Horr said that a bill had been introduced to change

the present county welfare set up from a five person committee (not more than




-

three county commissioners, with not less than two "lay" members) to seven members,
five of which would be chosen by the County Commissioners. This increase in county .
commi ssioner representation would be unwise, and against the League s support of

adequate: lay representation on these boards.

Ald to.Dependent Children It was reported. that Mrs. Baldwin, of the National %

League, had spoken beftre the. House. Ways and Meanﬁ Committee ﬁrging amendments to
the Sccial Security Act so that state employees must be chosen on a merit basis and
that federzsl aid for Aid to Dependent Children be. increased from one third to one
half,

Welfare Reorganization It was reported that representatives of the League had had
an interview with the Governor, urging integration of relief with other welfare
services, and the importance of a lay board, to which he seemed agreeable.

Civil Service Miss Horr reviewed the progress »f House Fild 601, which passcd

the House by a vote of 98 to 28, Civil Service is now being considered by a sub-
committee &f the Civil Administration Committee in the Senate, and letters to
Senators arec needed, against absolute veterans preference and against further

exemptions,

Miss Mitchell announced that there will be a meeting of the General Council
in Washington on April 25 - 27. She asked any Board member who might be able to
go to report to Mrs, Collins., The secretary read the list of modifications of
the program proposed by various state Leagues for consideration by the Council,.

.In the gbsence of Mrs., Ewing, Miss Mitchell reported that there have been five
excellent radio programs, with three more to follow,

| The president reported that Mrs, Mewhart had represented the League at a
regional finance meeting in Chicago, at which Mrs. Gellhorn, as chairman of the
Natibnal Expansion Campaign, was present,
Finance

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Collins gave the treasurer's report,

showing a bank balance February lst of $378.74, receipts during the month of
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$614,33, disbursements of $709.79, leaving a balance February 28th of .$283,.28,
and bills payable during March éstimated at $851.18, IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs, Pearce, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

1t was reported that at the present time 21 Leagues have paid full quota, which
is more than the number that had paid last year a month later. Sixteen additional
Leagues have assumed full quota, which makes possible 37 Leagues for the "honor
roll" - the largest nmumber ever paying full quota. There isless than $500 oute
standing in quotas from Leagues outside Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth,

A report was given of the meeting of the State Finance Committee, under the
chairmanship of Mrs. New. The pban is to send letters for contributions to
individuals who might be approached more successfully by a state committee than

by a local League. So far fifty letters have been sent to individuals in two
towns only, Rochester and Austin. Board members were asked to submit names of
possible contributors.

It was reported that the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund has been increased during the

past month by a showing of Mrs. Winters' houses by the Wells League, with the

division of the net proceeds bringing $31.16 to the State League. Mrs, Fraser

League
told of the plans of the Minnespolis/for sinowing the houses several different

times and places,

The Minneapolis League has begun publishing a bulletin for members, known as
the League-o-gram.

Mrs. Wolf, new St. Paml president, told something of their plans - their drive
for new members, the new study groups and their plans for bettering their finances
by a rummage sale and a theatre project.

A discussion followed on how to increase membership. A speakers' bureau was
suggested as a means of telling other groups what the League is doing,

Apropos of the vote at the last meeting to drop the Little Falls League from
the list of active Leagues, Miss Horr told of her procedure when the Two Harbors

League faded away. Letters were sent to all members asking for their explanation
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of the .failure. Twelve good replies were received and on the basis of this
analysis, a better League will probably be organized.,

Mrs. Stakman told of the dinner on "Federal Aid to Education" to be held in
St. Paul on March 22mnd, by the League in cooperation with other organizations,

During luncheon, Mrs. Nelson reported on the hearing on Public Health Nursing
which she had attended that morning and at which Dr. Boynton spoke, and of her
interview with the chairman of the Committee on Towns and Counties with reference
to the bill. affecting County Welfare Boards. Mrs. Swain told of College League
activities.

Meeting ad journed following luncheon.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen J Duff, Secretary

9




Executive Committee action - taken by telephone, March 20th, 1939

™" Ae. @o_u-r
The following members of the executive committee - Mrs. Newhart, Dr. Boynton,
Mrs. Beard, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs, Wolf and Mrs, Brodie - authorized Mrs. Shapiro
to represent the League as opposed to lowering the age for children eligible
for Aid to Dependent Children from 18 to 16. The amendments to the Aid to
Dependent Children law, which included raising the age from 16 to 18 because
of the problem of securing employment, were passed by the 1935 Legislature
and were supported by the League. It was agreed that, inasmuch as the present
circumstances in regard to employment are unchanged, the League should

oppose this change as a threat to legislation supported by the League.

Reported by

Corinne X Collins




STATE BOARD MEETING
April 14, 193

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leazue of

1

Women Voters was held on Triday, April 14th, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, at ten
o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs,
Huntley, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Swain, Mrs.Bwing, Mrs, Nelson, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs,
Wolf, Mrse Duff, Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Stakman, 1r.-Boynton, Mrs. Clay, Mrs. Winter, Mrs,
Beard and Mrs. Brodie, Also Miss Sinclair, Miss Horr and Mrs. Collins

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stakman that the minutes of the previotis
meeting be accepted without reading.

Finance
Mrs. Collins gave the treasurer's report showing a bank balance March lst

of $283.28, receipts during the month of $501.75, disbursements of $687,63,

leaving a balance March 3lst of $97.40, and bills psyable estimated during the
month of April at $833.25. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Winter that the
tressurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed,

A discussion of the recent acquisitions to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund followed
Mes. Clay reported that, cespite bad weather, Hutchinson had shown the Winter houses
nd sent in $15 to the Fund. {inneapolis earned $60 similarly, and St. Paul is
planninz to show the houses on May 12th and 13th. Miss Mitchell suggésted that the
book "Feminist and Crusader" be advertised in the Voter and displayed at meetings,
for those wighing more informstion on Mrs. Swisshelm.

A report of the work of the Finance Committee was given by Miss Horr. An
afticle is apvearing in the Voter each month, written by one of the members of
this commit tee, the purpose being to increase the general understanding of finance
problems among the entire membership.

Miss Mitchell reported that the Minnesota Lesgue of Women Voters has been
askld to assume again a quota of $2,150 to the National League for the coming
year. This is the third largest quota paid by any state League., Affer discussion
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs, Nelson, to accept this

quota.
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An interesting plan was proposed by Mrs. Winter for gathering contributions
to the JGS Fund. She suggested that each League should distribute among its .
membership little bags or boxes, to be furnished by the state Leazue, for collecting

odd pennies and nickels with the hope that this might raise a thousand dollars for

the Fund by fall,and ratler painlessly. The matter will be presented to the .

Presidents! Conference for decision.

Orzaniration

™M

T WAS vOTEb that Mrs., Temple's resignation as treésurer bé accepted with
regrete.

Misg Mitchell next told of the plans for the General Council meeting which
is to be held in Washington the end of April. It will be an outstanding event but
as yet no delegates from Minnesota ﬁave been found who can attend, except ﬁrs.
McQuarrie of Minneapolis, who can be there only part of the time and could g
as a vigitor and not as a delegate. IT WAS VOTED on mdtidn of Mrs, Stakman,
seconded by Mrs. Swain that the President be ziven authority to sign credential .
cards if delegates be found. *

The spring Président's Conference will be held the last of April at the
home of Mrs. Duff at Minnetonka. The various district meetings will be held
during the month of Mgy.

* IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Swain that Miss Mitchell write our

Congressmen, thanking them fﬁr their sefvices and urging them and their wives to
attend the dinner meeting during theicaﬁncil that is open to the general public,

It was announced by the President that Dr. Boynton had been appointed
by the Governor to the State Board of Health, but that the Senate has not yet
approved the appointment, IT W VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stakman, seconded by
F

Mrs. Fraser, that the President write to the Governor commending him for the

appointment of so well qualified a person.

The cuestion was raised whether, if the genersl Reorganization bill goes

through, a letter should be written suggesting the appointment of a well qualified




womaen to the Social Security Board. It was decided not to do so, the feeling
being that emphasis should not be put upon sex.
LEGISLATION

In leading the discussion next to state legislation, Miss Mitchell spoke
of the amazing amount of work involved in continuing responsibility to our previous

support projects,

Civil Service Mrs. Beard explained the analysis she had made at the requestof the

Governor of the differences in the Senate and House bills. | The bill is still in
Conference Committee. Miss Horr suggested that any pressure that local ILeagues
might bring upon all five Senate conferees would be very helpful. [ Although the
resulting bill will be far from ideal, it is a great deal better than it would
have been without the constant watchfulness of Mrs. Beard and Miss Horr, All the
work done on civil service did not permit much work on other bills.

Teacher tenure Mrs. Newhart reported that the executive committee had acted upon

the information supplied by the study done by the three city Leagues. It was
thought advisable not to have an age limit in the tenure law; its place is in
retirement fund vprovisions. However, when the time came o speak at a hcaring,
civil service was "in the balance" and it was felt advisable not to have anyone
speak against the age limit in the temure law. The same situation occurred at the
time of the Teownship System hearing.

County Welfare Mrs. Nelson said that the bill introduced in the house %o increase

the membership of county commissioners from three to five was killed in committeg.
Miss Horr reported that another bill, with the same intention, had been introduced
in the House and Senate.

Minimum YWage Mrs. Fraser reported that the proposed bill to amend the law

g overning the establishment of minimum wage rates has two very bad features:

-‘- s s - -
1) Industrial Commission cannot investigate conditions on its own initiative,

and 2) the definition of a "living wage" would mean that wages had to be at a
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where industry can mske a profit.




Aid to Dependent Children It was reported that the bill calling for a supplemental

ief fund for distress counties for AD(C has passed the House and probably will

pass the Senate. .

Disceriminstions against married women A bill came up in the House yesterday,it

was reported, on Special Orders. After many amendments were made on the floor, '
it was returned to committee, on the grounds that it was not the same bill that

nad been made a Special Order, It provided that i® either a man or a woman

whose spouse earned $150 a month shall not be employed by the .state, or by cities,
counties or school dist:v'icbs within the state, The League distributed a sheet

giving its objections to such legislation, which was put on 1;11e desk of every

Hows ¢ member, It was suggestedthat members of the Stl Paul League interview

Mr. Schulz, chief author of this bill in the House, who sgys he is "open-minded"

but who campaigned on this question. Mrs., Bartlett recommended the reading of a

NEA pamphlet on the Status of Married Women.

Public Heplth Mursing Miss Horr reported that this avpropriation had been rejected..

iiss Sinclair, foreign policy chairman for the Minneapolis league, gave an

interesting account of the progress of neutrality legislation in Congress. Th

leash and carry" provisiong expire May first, many new amendments have been proposed,
chief among them the Pittman and Thomss amendments. If anything passes, she said,
it will probably be the Pittman amendment calling for extension of "eash =and carry"
provisions to everything. Sentiments secems to be against giving more discretion
to the President, she reported; also the question has changed from how to keep us
out of war, to which side shall we help? On trade agreements, she spoke of the
<lst, about to be signed with Turkey, and of the growing conflict between the State
and &griculture Departments. The la tter is advocating cash subsidies which would o
throw oub our trade agreements. The talk aroused considerable discussion which
Miss Mitchell interrupted for an adjournment to lunch.

At lunch Mrs, Newhart told of the Expansion Campaign Conference in
Chicago, under Mrs, Gellhorn. Also of her reactions to six months' experience

in the capacity of president.

Respectfully submitted, Helen J Duff, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
May 12, 1939

. | The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, May 12th, 1939, beginning at ten
o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Pearce, Miss
Britts, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Stakman, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs. Bart-
lett, Mrs. Workman, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Musser, Mrs, Ludwig, uré. Clay, Mrs. Musty,
Mrs, McNally,'Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Duff. Also Mise Horr, Miss Thayer and Mrs., Collins.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs, uussar,'that the

minutes as mailed to board members be approved. In the absence of the'secretary,
Mrs, Winter was appointed secretary pro tem.
Finance

Hrs, Collins gave the treasurer's report; showing a balance April 1st of
$97.40, receipts during the month of $844,86, disbursements of $692.67, leaving a
balance dpril 30th of $249.59, with bills payable during May estimated at $812,04.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bartlett, seconded by Mrs. Workman, that the
treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed. :

A contribution of $5 from the Chaska League to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund
was reported, Also that the Paribault League had had a showing of Mrs., ¥inter's
houses for the benefit of the Fund.

The state-wide finance committee is planning to meet in Rochester at the home
of Mrs, New, finance chairman, on Wednesday, May 24th,

Mrs, Collins reported that 31 Leagues have paid full quoté - one more than
paid during the entire year last year.

Miss Mitchell announced that Miss Thayer is leaving the end of May to be
gone for the summermonths.,

4  Organization

It was reported that the executive committee recommends the appoin%ment of

. Mrs, Arthur B, Anderson of St. Paul, to serve as treasurer to fill the unexpired

term of Mrs, Temple, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf, seconded by Mrs.

Musser, that Mrs., Anderson be appointed state treasurer.
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The executive committee also recommends the appointment of Mrs. Richard W,
Morin, of Albert Lea, to serve as director to fill the vacancy created when Mrse
New became finance chairman., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Pearce, seconded by
Miss Britts, that Mrsi Morin be so appointed.

¥Mrs, Wolf reﬁorted on the Presidents’ Conférence. held at the home of Mrs,
Duff on April 28th. ' : |

Reports on the district méetings were given by Misa.Horr, Mrs., Hbfkman and

.Miss Britts. | ‘

Mrs., Collins reported on the college league board meeting held at the home
of Mrs. Newhart on May 6th, when 6fficera for the coming year were elected and
plans made for the fall convention,

Miss Mitchell reported on the meeting of the Civil Service Council'hehd on
May 10th, whén a decision was made to EecOme a contimuing organization to foilow
the administration of civil service. An evaluation of the civil service law has
been prepared by Mrs, Béard for distribution, Thefe was discussion of possible
abuse of the postponement of the operation of the law to August 1, 1939, since
the use which may be made of the authority to discharge and to appoint during
the interval may largely nullify the effect of the passage of the 1$w and under-
mine public confidence in its integrity. Miss Mitchell reported that the
Council is issuing a publicity release in this commection, and alsec communicating
with the Governor. It was suggested that local Leagues be urged to contact
newspapers throughout their county with publicity on civil service. |

Mrse. Fraser reported on the dinner me;ting. sponsored by the St., Cloud
League on Thursday, May 4th, in honor of Miss Mitchell.,

Changes in National Program

Mrs, McNally reported on the modifications in the National program of work
made by the General Council meeting in April. Changes in the foreign policy

program were agreed to be eligible for considerationm, and four such changes .

were made as follows: Two of the items were a re-wording of the neutrality
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item to permit of more flexibility; another was opposition to war referendum legis-
lation, and the fourth was a rewording of the item on racial discrimination which
was changed to read "opposition to racial discrimination in immigration laws,"
A flier on the war referendum resolution, which is sponsored in the Senate by the
two members from Minnesota, is available for distribution,

Miss Mitchell reported on the replies from congressmen in response to the

League's invitation to attend the dinner meeting during the General Council, o
Altho only two were able to attend - Senator Iundeen-and Representative Alexander -

the replies indicated pleasure at the invitation even when unable to attend,

There was discussion of personnel unier the new admini stration set up for
welfare in Minnesota, and concern was expressed with reference to appointments
which might mean a change in poiicy and ;£aet the present relationship between
the state agency and county welfare boards. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,
Pearce, seconded by Mrs, ﬁolf, that a letter be sent to the Governor, calling
attention to the League's belief in the general principles on behalf of lay

representation on county welfare boards, cMrs¢:Fraser and Mrs, Mussver were

asked to congider such a letter.

Mrs. Fraser spoke on minimum wage, and said that she now felt it wise that

the League did not go on record for any definite minimum wage; that the Leagug's
res@onaibility in this regard'is to see that the administrative procedure gives
employees and employers an opportunity to set their own rates, and that the
employees are not put at a disadvantage.,

Miss Britts spoke on the progress of the Ramspeck bill now before Congress.

Advance consideration of state progran of work
Miss Mitchell reported that Dr. Boynton had invited the department chairmen

to be her guests for their meeting at the time of the June board meeting, to
consider recommendations for the proposed program of work. Assistant chairman
are to be invited only in case the chairman is unable to attend,

In ghe discussion on the proposed program, Miss Britts suggested the possi-
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bility of studySng various proposals that have been made to make state legisla-
tures function better. Study of the Reorganization Act recently passed by the .
state legislature was also suggested,

In discussion on taxation, particularly with reference to the present situa=~
tion in Minneapolis, Miss Britts was asked to communicate with Mrs. Greenough to o.
determine what other Leagues had done in similar situations, and with special
feference to a sales tax.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs. Stakman, that the
secretary be instructed to write a note of sympathy to Mrs. Denny, whose hus band
recently died.

Miss Mitchell read letters from various state agencies, commending the League
for its work during the past legislative session.

It was agreed that letters might be gsent to the Twin Cities newspapers,

thanking them for the fine support given civil service.

During luncheon, Miss Mitchell and Miss Horr reported on the General .

Council meeting in Washington, which they had attended as delegates from the
Minnesota League. . ‘
Meeting ad journed at two o'clock.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. J D Winter,

secretary pro tem




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
June 9th, 1939

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held at the Minneapolis Y W C A, Friday, June 9th, 1939, be=-
giming at 10 a.me, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs., Wolf,
Miss Britts, Mrs, Pearce, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs, Brodie, Mrs., Fraser, Mrs. Cant,
Mrs, Stakman, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs, Beard, Mrs, Ewing, Mrs. Nelson,
Mrs. Iuwe, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. Frost, Mrs., Denny and Mrs. Keyes. Also Miss Stier,
Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Miss Britts, that the
reading of the minutes be omitted
Finance

Mrs, Arthur B Anderson, newly appointed treasurer, was introduced and gave
the treasurer's report showing a balance May lst of $249,59, receipt$ during the
month of $847,19, disbursements of ' $720.62, leaving a balance May 3lst of $376,16,
with bills payable estimated at $931.59. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Swain,
that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed. There was some
discussion of the terms used to designate the various items in the budget.

| Miss Mitchell reported that a $5 contribution to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund
a member of

had been received from an Austin resident who had been contacted by/the State
Finance Committee. Contribution pledge cards allow for choice bwtween giving
to the Fund and/or to the gneeal expenses of the League, It was reported that
over 800 JGS boxes have been distributed to local Leagues.

Mrs, Cant reported on the highlights of the Finance Committee meeting held
at the home of Mrs. New in Rochester on Wednesdsy, May 24th, which she had attended
representing the Minneapolis League; also Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Anderson, Mrs.Crane
and Miss Horr., The need for a sheet to be used in securing hew contributors

g:lviﬁg opinions on the League from well-known Minnesota people was brought out,

Organization
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The secretary read a letter of resignation from Mrs. McNally as foreign
policy cheirman., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wolf, seconded by Mrs. Nelson,
that Mrs, McNally's resignation be accepted with regret.
The resignation of Mrs. Beard as third vice president and civil service
chairman was read. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconq.e.d by Mrs., Swain,

that Mrs. B_eard'_s resignation be accepted with regret.

Inasmch as the position of third vice president will come up for election

at _the 1922 state co:}ventiop, the executive committee ;ecomn;ends t}.iat 11;_ remained
unfilled until that time. This recommendation was agre!od to ‘by‘the Board.

With regard to the appointment of a new ci'vil gervice cheirman, who would
serve as the League's representative on the Civil Service Council, the executive
committee recommends that Mrs. Newhart be asked to serve in this capacity. IT
WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.r Cant, seconded by Miss Britts, to accept this re-
commendation,

Miss Horr reported on the May meetirgs and her recent field visits, and the
reqrganiza?.tion of the League in Kasson, ma_nkipg a total of 57 active Leagues in the
state. Her goal is €0 Leagues. It was suggested that college Leagues might be
o© ntacted to give names of graduates who might assist in forming local Leaguese
With reference to the May meetings, it was suggested that hostess Leagues might
be given more definite instructions as to what is necessary for a successful
meeting.

Convention

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs, Frost, that the
recommendation of the executive committee that Mrs. Nelson be appointed f:hairman
of the Nominating Committee Dbe accepted, The following list 9f members of this
committee from the congressional districts outside of Minneapolis and St, Faml
was presented, Mrs. Stephenson, Austin; Mrs. Shiriey, Farmington; ?ﬁrs. Blanchard,
Anoka; Mrse Knudsen, St, Cloud; Mrs, Halvorsen, Atwater; Mrs, Hanson, Duluthj;

and Mrs, Charles Nelson, Fergus Falls. The Minneapolis and St. Panl Leagues
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are to mske suggestions for the members from their distriects., These suggestions

were agreed to, and IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Swain, seconded by Mrs. Wolf,

that it be left to the executive committee to suggest alternates if any of the
preceding are unable to serve,

FI' WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Prost, seconded by Mrs, Nelson, that Mrs, J E
Theames be asked to serve as chairman of the Budget Committee, as recommended by
the executive committee. It was agreed that the state-wide finance committee should
cooperate with Mrs, Thames in the preparation of the budget, in lieu of the appoint-
ment of a special budget committee.

It was agreed that Mrs, Newhart and Mrs., Brodie should be asked to serve as
chairmen of the program committee for the convention, as recommended by the execu~
tive committee., There was discussion of convention program and .speakers, with
Governor Stassen suggested as a possibility. Mrs, Cant suggested building the
convention around one them - such as financing of government services and tax
structure - and asking speskers in line with it,

Program Plans

In the preliminary discussion of the proposed program of work for next year,
there was consideration given first to items on the present program that are
unfinished or need to be followed up, Mrs. Beard stressed the need of keeping
the public informed continuwously on progress of civil ser¥ice, and there was dis-
cussion of the advisability of increasing the membership on the Civil Service
Council, either by organizations or individual memberships., It was agreed that a
strong central unit should be maintained, no matter what method of increasing
membership was followed.

It was agreed that the League had a responsibility in following the operation
of civil service, end in state and local welfare administration, and that special
emphasis might be put next year on the operation of jury service for women,

It was agreed that the two support items - Aid to Dependent Children and
Reorganization of School Units - need not be itemized on the program for the

coming years
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Suggestions for study included standards of selection of teachers, State Aid to
education, development of library services, organization of state legislatures
to promote efficiency and responsibility, direct primary anl taxation.
Federal legislation

Mrs, Nelson reported on the amendments to the Social Security Act; Mrs.
Fraser on the Food and Drug Act; Miss Britts on the Ramspeck bill and Mrs,
Collins on neutrality and war referendum legislation., Mrs. Nelson also reported
on the recent U S Supreme Court decision with reference to the Child Labor Apend-
ment,

It was reported that Mrs. Simonton of Rochester, who was being considered

as a possibility as foreign policy chairman, would not be able to serve but would

be glad to assist. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Frost, seconded by Mrs, Cant,

that Mrs, J H McCaffrey of Wabasha be appointed foreign policy chairman,
Following luncheon Mrs, Beard spoke on the work of the Civil Service Board.
. Respectfully sublmitted,

Helen R Pearce, secretary pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
Avgust 11, 1939

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held Aungust 1llth, 1939, beginning at ten a.m. at the Minneapolis
Y WC A, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs.

Mrs, Musser, Mrs, Wright,

Wolf, Mrs. McCaffrey, Mrs. New, /Miss Britts, Mrs. Musty, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Schuster,
Mrs, Newharf, Mrs. Pearce, Mrs. Iuwe, Mrs. Workman, Mrs. Huntley, Mrs.. Cant, Mrs.
Duff, Mrse. Stakman, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Keyes and Mrs. Morin. Also Mrs. Beard, Hnd
Mrs. Collins,

IT-VAS:VOTEDaon motion of Miss Britts that the minutes be accepted.
Finance ;
Mrse. Anderson gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance July 1lst of
$281.01, receipts during the month of $442,54, disbursements of $326.49, leaving
a balance July. 3lst of $397.06, with bills payable during August estimated at
$1 025.90. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Pearce, seconded by Miss Brittg, that
the report be acecepted and the bills allowed.

Mrs. New reported for the Finance Committee that contributions totalling
$1,137.50 had been received up to August 8th, and of the 36 contributors, 20
of them are new this year, There was some discussion of extfa quota contributions
from local Leagues, four Leagues having made such contributions this year - Austin,
Rochester, Grand Rapids and Minnetonka. Miss Mitchell sugsgested the need for a
sheet of opinions from Minnesota people to be used in securing contributions.

Mrse Collins spoke of the need of painting the office walls. Because of the

low rental, the tenant is supposed to pay for repairs., In this instance, the agent

has offered to pay half the cost of $78.00, or $39. 1IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.

Cant that the walls be painted, the State Leazue to bear anejhalf of the expense

to the Leaguey His Wayao.. 'E_.J,_QS‘_,_ b pos e ofben -Qua%

Gifts to the J G S Fund were reported from Faribault and St. Paul, both of

whom had benefits in May, and also from the Glenwood Leazue.

Next Mrs. Collins spoke of appointment calendars. Last year 100 of these




were purchased from the Missouri League at a price of $25.00 per hundred, with a
net profit of $12.50. It was agreed that such appointment calendars should be
ordered agein, the size of the order to depend on the number ordered by local
Leagues, who can have. the quantity price for orders of 25 or more.

Organizstion

A letler of resignation was read from Mrs, Frost of. Wabasha who is moving
to. Louisiana.. IT WAS VOTED.on motion of Mrs. Anderson, seconded by lMrs. Pearce,
that Mrs. Frost's resignation as a director be,accepted with regret.
Proposed Program of Work
e T drawn up

Discussion then turned to the proposed program of work., as it was submiidsed
following the @onference of Department Chairmen in June.

First, Miss Britts reported to the department of Government and Its- Operation.
S he felt thet.we should assume the mandate from the national convention to.study
the proposal to make the amending process to the constitution easier. She has
asked lMrs., Beard for some project to undertake in support of civil service. -She
felt that the topic on legislative procedure might be the subject for an ingtitute .

at the Continuation Center this coming winter. Tax questions, she thought, must

be left to.experts, although the question of finance should arise in each depart-

ment as does qualified personnel. After considera®#en discussion, IT WAS VOTED

on motion of Mrs., Musser that a statement be worded expressing our interest throughout
the whole program of sources of income in relation to services and expenditures,
as well as gualified personnel.

Mrse Wright.reported there should be study on the many changes brought
about by the Reorganization Act, particularly as it affects relief and welfare
services, and of the new Labor Relations. Act.

Mrse. Pearce questioned the keeping of the Library Service study on the
program, although several thought.it interesting to local Leagues. After discussion,
ITeWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Pearce, that the following items be put on the

programy for study:




Development of Library Service; Standards of Selection, Tenure and Retirement
of Teachers; and Special State and Federal Aids to Education.

Mrs. llelson next spoke to the topic of State-wide Public Health Nursing, and
the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency. The National League ispreparing new material
on the latter subject.

Mrs. Luwe recommended that the item - Jury Service for Women - be eliminated
as it is functioning in Minnesota, and as the study tends to keep alive the pressure
for equal rights fer women. 8She also recommended the item - Uniform Marriage and
Divorce Lezislation -~ be dropped as mterial for study of conditions in the 48 states
is lackinge

Voting then followed on the proposed program to be submitted to the convention:
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs. Stakman, that the Operztion
of Minnesota's Civil Service Law be included.,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Wright, seconded by Mrs. Schuster, that the operation
of State and Iocal Administration of Welfare be included.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs, Anderson that the
organization of state legislatures to promote efficiency and responsibility be
included for study.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs. Luwe, that improvements
in the direct primary be included for study.

VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Dr. Boynton that labor

relations leziglation in Minnesota be included for study.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Nelson, seconded by Mrs. ILuwe, that the
J

prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency be included for study.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, llelson, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that state=-
wide public health nursing be included for study.

IT WAS VOTED by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Workman, &hat Miss Britts,

in consultation with the executive committee, prepare a statement indicating

continued interest in qualified personnel in public service and financing.




Convention
In conclusion there was discussion of convention plans. It was decided %o
hold the State Board meeting Monday evening preceding the opening day of. the

convention, Suggestions for speakers included Mrs. Louise Leonard Wright, lrs.

Roscoe Anderson, Mrs., Paldwin. Miss Mitchell reported that it is hoped that

Governor Stasserand Miss Wells could speak at the dinner meeting the opening night,
and at the final luncheon, the new director of civil service.

The meeting was then adjourned for luncheon, at which Mrs, Beard told of the
latest developments in civil service.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen J, Duff, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
September 8th, 1 9 3 9

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leazsue of
Women Voters was held Friday, September 8th, 1939, at the Mpls. Y W C A, be=-
ginning at 10 a.m., Miss Mitchell presiding., Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs,
Musser, Miss Britts, Mrs.Congdon, Mrs. Musty, Mrs. Barllett, Mrs. Clay, Mrs.

N E
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Nelson, Mrs., Fraser, Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Morin and
Brodie. Also Miss Horr, Mrs.Collins, Miss Jeffris and Miss Sweeney.

Mrs., Musty was appointed secretary pro tem. The minutes of the August
meetinz were read and approved, with the recommendation that it be made clear
that the State Leazue is to pay one half of the expense to the Leame of paint-
ing the office walls,the other half to be paid by the Minneapolis Leazue.
Finance

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Collins gave the treasurer's report,
showing = balance August lst of $397.06, receipts during the month of $1,049.°0,
disbursements of $664.46, leaving a balance August 31lst of $782.80, with bills
payeble .during September estimated at $961.75. IT WAS VOTED on motion of MNrs.
Winter, seconded by.Mrs, Denny, that the treasurer's report be accepted and
the bills allowed.

Al though the final recommendations of the budget chairman are not yet ready
for board consideration, attention was called to the fact that an increase o
around $225 will probably be recommended. It was the consensus of the board
such incresse would be acceptable.

Miss Mitchell reported that 2 contribution of $5.00 to the Jane Grey Swiss-
helm Fund hsd been received from Mrs,Glen M, Waters of Minneapolis, Mrs.
Waters hed acted as. judze for a contest sponsored by the Minnesota Farm Bureou
Federation, and wished to turn over her "fee" to the League.

Orzanization

A letter of resignation was.read from Mrs. W B Richards, of St. Cloud, as




chairman of the Sixth Congressional District, who must resign because of illness.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs, Musser, that Mrs. Richsrd's

resignation be accepted with .regret.

Miss Horr reported on her field visits to Leagues throughout the state. She
has visited 18 Leagues so far and reports a definite uptrend in all Leasues.
Donvention

A suggestion that the state convention be held .in the spring, following the
National convention, to facilitate program planning, was considered. IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs. Winter, that it be recommended
to the convention that a change in the by-laws be made to hold an anmal sﬁring
convention.

lrs. Nelson reported that the nominating committee had three vacancies to
be filled, caused either by resignations or the present incumbent not wishing
to be nominated for another term - third vice president, one director, and
sixth district.chairman. It was recommended to the nominating committee that
Mrs. Beard be asked to have her name put up for election as a director.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Nelson, seconded by .Mrs. Congdon, that the

registration fee for delegates and visitors to the convention be set at 50

cents,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs. Clay, that dele=
gates' credentials be allocated to Lgagues as formerly, with no limit set on
number of delegates,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs. Denny, that Mrs.
Mo be appointed parliamentarian,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs.Winter that the
election of officers submitted by the nominating committee be vive woce,
unless there were nominations by petition.

It was agreed that Mrs., Milton Bangs of St. Paul be asked to report

the quota assumptions.

e
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Mrs. Collins gave a report on the skeleton outline of the program for the
convention,

In view of the fact that the League willstudy the organization of s tate
legislatures to promote efficiency and responsibility, and may decide to
suﬁbort the establishment of a legislative council in Minnesota, Miss Britts
suzgested that Dr. Frederic .Guild, chief of the researcﬁ staff of the Kansas
Legislative Council, might be invited to speak at one of the luncheon meet-
ings. The boé:d authorized the program committee to determine whether Dr.
Guild would be available. Iocal Lesgues are to be urged to invite their
legislators to attend such a luncheon.

It was reported that the program committee is still trying to obtain a
foreizn policy speaker, Mrs, Wright having been invited but not having
accepfed as yet.

With refers=nce to the group cunferenﬁes schednled for Wednesday after-

noon, itwas reported that Mr. C C Ludwig had been invited to lead the dis-

cussion at one conference on local projects which might be undertaken by

local Leazues; that Prof. Wm. Anderson had been invited to the conference,
the mucleus of which would be persons who attended the League's courses
at the Contimuation Center. After discussion, the board decideé to re-
fommend that a third conference be held on foreign policy.

The two main support items - operation of civil service and administra-
tion of state and local welfare - are to be discussed at convention sessions,
rather than group meetings, the first to be the subject of the final luncheon,
with Mr, Wazlter Finke, social weIfare director for Minnesota, to be asked
to speskt 'at the Weinesday morning session on the later subject. Department
chairmen were asked to consider and revort how they wished to opresent the
study items on their part of the proposed program.

Proposed Progsram of Work

Miss Horr gave a summary of the suggestions that have been made to her by




local Lezgues on her field visits. It is the opinion that the statement on

gualified personnel and sources of income in relation to services and expendi- .

tures should be reworded, in order to make it perfectly clear. She reported
that there was not much interest shown in further study of special state and
federal z2ids for public schools, and standards of selection, temure and re-
tirement of teachers. It was pointed out that a specific statement on the
program is not necessary for study of the latter item, inasmuch as the generzl
item on cualified personnel suthorized study on these questions.

It was agreed that the Lezal Status Department @Bonference might be com=-
bined with the Child Welfare Department Conference.

Plans for material to be prepared in support of all items were discussed,

Mrs., Denny, who is bringing up to date the summary of accomplishments
of the Lesgue during its first twenty years, gave a report on her work.

Meeting ad journed at 12 o'clock.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, H A Musty, secretary pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
October 3rd, 1939

The snnual pre-convention board meeting of the Minnesota Lesazue of Women
Voters was held Tuesday, October 3rd, 1939, at 10 a.m., at the Hotel Lowry,
St. Paul, Miss Mitchell presiding., Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Cant, Miss
Britts, Mrs.Wright, Mrs.-Denny, Mrs. Pearce, lrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Winter, Mrs.
{ewhart, lMrs. Swain, Mrs. Conzdon, Mrs., Wolf, Mrs, Workman, Mrs Nelson,

Mrs., Morin, Mrs. Brodie, Dr. Boynton, Mrs., Stakman, Mrs, Anderson, Mrs.
Musty, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. McCaffrey and Mrs. Hertz. Also Miss Horr, Mrs.
Collins and Mrs., Thames, budget chairman,

Mrs, lusser was appointed secretary pro tem. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs. Swzim Nelson, seconded by Mrs., Pearce, that the minmutes of the previous
meetinz be approved without reading, as they were mailedout to all members.

The treasurer's report for the month of September was given, showing a
I ’ ng

balance September lst of $782.50, receipts during the month of $961.92, dis-

bursements of 5845,03, lesving a balance Senteﬁber 30th of $899.39. IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mrs.Swain, seconded by Mrs. Congdon that the treasurer's
report be accepted. An estimate of bills payable during October is not yet
available, zs all bills are not yet in.
bud zet

Mrs., Themes,/chairman, submitted the budget that is recommended for the
coming year, totalling 39,050.. an increase of $225.00 over the previous
year's budzet. Miss Horr spoke to the need of some campaign to et new
Leagues, 2 whirlwind campaign, and it was agreed that an additional $200
should be added to the budget for that purpose. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mre. Pesrce, seconded by Mys. Nelson, that $200 be édded to the budget for
organization and field work.

It was reported that the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund had been increased

during the past month by contributions from the Battle Lske and Arlington

AL

Lesgues, =and from Mrs. Nan Parker Parkes,




Nominations
It was agreed that it be recommended Lo the Nominating Committee that Mrs
Philip S Duff be proposed as third vice president. It was reported that lMrs.

Beard would not be a candidate for director, as she isserving on the Minneapolis

Leasue Board and does not feel she can serve on both,

Mrs, Louiée Leonard Wright spoke to the Board on the problemé of neutrality.
She said, UThe Genersl Gouncil meeting last April voted for repeal of the arms
embar zo, and the National Board has reiterated this stand and recommended that
all trade with belligerents be put on a cash ami carry basis, or some similar
proposal. The Leasue has been consistent in working toward a workable
neutrality law. The bill as provnosed does not give the President anydiscre-
tionary powers. According to our constitution, our foreign policy must be
carried on on ax non-partisan basis. The Leazue of Women Voters should con=-
time to work on such a basis. The United States is always free to change
its foreign policy no matter what is going on, and the Depértmbnt of State
and the majority of internati onal lawyers are agreed that the law can be
changed during war. Minnesota congressmen and senators are largzely azainst
repeal of the arms embargo, and publicity should be gziven to their stands,"
On the gucstion of credit when cash is gone, Mrs. Wright suggested that be
handled when that time arrives. The United States must retain its own power
of decision. She pointed out that the League has hever been "petition-
minded® but rather taps all sources for spreading information, talks before
other groups, radio, etc. She warned that it must be kept in mind that repeal
does not affect our status as a neutral - we are legally Ekmpartial whether
we repezal the embargo or not,.

Program of Work

Miss Britts reported that the consensus among Leagues visited prior to

convention is that there is no urgency or particular interest in the study
~

of improvements in the direct primary. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss

*
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Britts, seconded by Mrs, Pecarce, that it be recommended that this item be
removed from the program for study.

Mrs, Pesarce reviewed the discussion at the September board meeting, when
it was brought out that there was no need for reiterating the items of state
and federal aid for education, =nd the selection, tenure and retirement of
teachers, as these are both continuing responsibilities. It is recommended
that the three Leazues in cities of the first class make a special study of
the qusstion of temure and retirement.,

There was discussion of rewarding of the zeneral item on qualified per-

sonnel and the cost and financing of governmental services, and the suzges-

tions that have been made for dividing these items, It was recommented that
Miss Britts, Mrs., Stakman and Mrs. Newhart consult on the wording to be
recommended,

Miss Mitchell stressed the need for all departments to feel their part in
the whole,

Ad journed at 12 noon,

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. B W Musser, secretary pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
November 10, 1939

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held Friday, November 10th, 1939, at ten o'clock for the elected
members, and 10:30 for the whole board, Miss Mitchell presiding. Those present

Miss Knudson
were: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Anderson,/ Mrs, Morxin, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs. Denny, Mrs.
Wolf, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs. Duff, Mre, Cant, Mrs. Kinyon and Mrs. Winter (elected
members) and Mrs, McCaffrey, Mrs., Fraser, Mrs, Wright, Mrs. Swain, Mrs, Brodie,
Mrs. Ewing (appointed members) Also Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins, Miss Jeffris, of
the staff, and Mrs. Bearﬁ and Mrs. Herbert, guests.

Mrs, Duff was appointed secretary pro tem. Mimutes of the previous
meeting were read and accepted.

Finance 3

It was announced that during the past month the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund
had received a gift of $5.00 from the Pelican Rapids League, an anonymous gift
of $50,00, and $136.75 from Jane Grey Swisshelm boxes turned in to date.

Mrs. Anderson gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance October 1lst
of $899.39, receipts during the month of $793.93, disbursements during the
month of $1,033,38, leaving a balance October 3lst of $659.94, with bills
payable during November estimeted at $945.66. She announced that ten Ieagues
‘have already paid their quota, and two of these ten have paid over full quota.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf,rseconded by Mrs. Newhart, that the
treasurer's report be accepted. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded
by Mrs. Brodie (later in the meeting) that the bills be allowed,

Meeting as the elected board, discussion on appointive positions to be
filled¢ Miss Mitchell reported that all department chairmen were willing to
servé again, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Cant
that all department chairmen be re-appointed as follows: Miss Ruby E. Britts,

Government and Its Operation; Mrs. Wm. R. Pearce, Government and Education;

Mrs. I M Nelson, Government and Child Welfare; Mré.Thomas Wright and Mrs,




Everett Fraser, co-chairmen, Goverrnment and Economic Welfare; Mrsl Joseph H.
BcCaffrey, government and foreign policy; Mrs. Charlotte Farrish Iuwe, governmen
and legal status of women; apd Mrs. Gordon B. New, fimance.

Discussion followed with reference to special chairmen and assistant

department chairmen., With reference to the latter, it was brought out that assis-

tant department chairmen are not members of the State Board, but are invited to

attend hoard meeting, and in case department chairman is absent, are given the
privilege of voting in order that point of view of the department may be repre-

the appointment of
sented. The reasons for/assistant chairmen were given as: to assist in legislative

more widely §

work, to spread bward contacts/throughout the atate, to make possible a balance
within the department of the expert and lay point of view. The possibility of
making assistant chairmanship appointments for one year only, not renewable, was
considered. Time being short, action on special and assistant chairmen was
left unti} after lunch.

The matter of the executive committee membership was then discussed by
the entire Board, It has been customary for the presidents of the Minneapolis and
Remsey County Leagues to serve. Others suggested by various bqar@ members were
Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Duff, Mrs. Keyes and Dr. Boynton. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs., Anderson, seconded by Miss Knudson, that Mrs. Newhart, Mrs., Duff, Mrs, Keyes,
and Dr. Boynton, together with the presidents of the Minneapolis and Ramsey County
Leagues, constitute the executive committee.

Miss iitchell next spoke of the excellent and informal letter written by
Mrs., McCaffrey to all the Minnesota members of Congress with refercnce to the embargo
in the neutrality act; and also of the type of quick action by Duluth in bringing
pressure to bear on Mr, Pittinger. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Newhart,
seconded by Mrs, Cant, that a letter be sent from the State Board to Congressman

Buckler, commending him for his vote on neutrality, he being the only Minnesota

congressman to vote for revision.




The St. Paul and Minneapolis presidents were asked to appoinisomeone
from their Leagues to clip from their newspapers sll editorials on neutrality,
to be forwarded. to the National League. Minnesota is in the curious position
of having all its leading papers favoring revision, and all but one of the
members of its delegation voting against it.

The president then asked Mrs. McCaffrey to report the gist of Miss Wells'
last letter concerning the neutrality debate. She thought it showed an increased
understanding of foreign affairs in both the Senate and House. The League sup-
port was reported to be excellent and had changed the minds of many congressmen,
she thought, Now is the time for letters of appreciation. The next problem to
which we must turn our minds is what we are keeping out of war for.

A general discussion.of the League's stand on neutrality followed, Miss
Mitchell pointing out that back of all League support of neutrality is our stand-
ing for law and order and punishing the aggressor. No one present had doubts
as to why the League took the stand it did.. Mrs., Wright brought out the.possi-
bility of sectional.interest with respect to cash and carry on agricultural
products, which might explain the votes of Minnesota congressmen.

Congressional interviews It was ag#eed that such interviews should be made, so

far as possible, by members of the State Board, The following assignments were
made:

Senator Shipstead Mrs. Fraser, with Miss Sinclair

Senator Lundeeno Miss Mitchell, with Mrs, McGuire

Reps Andresen Mrs. McCaffrey, Mrs. Musty and Mrs. Pearde

Repe. Ryan Mrs. Musser, with Miss Dorival

Reps. MAlexander Mrs, Duff and.Mrs. Keyes

Rep. Maas Mrs, Wolf and Mrs, Stakman, with Mrs. Grahame

Reps Youngdahl Mrs, Newhart and Mpls. Ieague member

Repe Knutson Miss Knudson and St. Cloud Ieagzue member
@ Repes Andersen o Mrs.Workman, with Tracy Leazue member

Rep. Pittiner Miss Britts and Mrs,Congdon

Rep. Buckler Mrs, Wright and Mrs.Townley

Miss Mitchell reported that while six interviewed.were made and reported two

. years ago, only two were reported in 1938. She cautioned that interviews should

be made soon,
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Economic Welfare Department Confersnce Recommendation At convention this confer-

ence voted to suggest to the National Board that the study of development of a
national public health program be recommended for directed study, inasmuch as it
should be approached from a national angle. Such a recommendation has already
been sent to the National Department, Chairman., There was discussion of how a
subject for study under the National League's direction can be approached without
committing the League to possible action. It was motion on motion of Mrs. Fraser,
seconded by Mrs. McCaffrey, that the Sta.e Board recommend the development of a
national public health program for study. There was discussion of necessity
for League interest in this subject, or whether it is the responsibility of other
groups. It was brought out that State Board action is not essential in addition
to the recormendation from the Department Conference. It was suggested that a
letter be sent to the National League, asking how this may be kept open for
convention consideration, in the event that it is not included in the proposed
program. Motion therefore withdrawn,. It was agreed that there should be further
Board discussion of this previous to the National Convention. Mrs, Wright
agreed to supply a statement to go to all Board members, giving points that
might be covered in such a study.

Mrs. McCaffrey was asked to lead discussion on trade agreements at the
December mward meeting.

The announcement of the Czuse and.Cure of War Conference, to be held in
Washington, Januawy 22 -.24, was read. The Board is to consider possible dele-
gates from various communities, with appéintments to be made latef.

Civil Sérvice

Mrs, Beard told séme of the recent developments in the administration of
civil service. They are:very much handicapped by lack of office space and no
immediate solution is in sight. She-eentioned-azeinst-erifieism The Board is

mostly occupied now with hearings, having reinstated some employees and upheld

the dismissal of others. She cautioned against criticism of any decisions unless

®
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both sides of the case are heard. In almost every instance, if only one-sida
is presented, the case seems clear for that side, and all factors musf be con-
sidered. She reported that the claséification of employees is being made by
the Public Administration Service of Chicago, and that the previous classifica~
tion made several years ago is of no value. :
: Miss Mitchell reported that the Duluth Leasue, in cooperation with other

local branches of organizations represented on the Civil Service Council, is o

promoting a large public meeting, at which Mrs. Beard is to spesk.

Organization

Miss Jeffris reported the arganization of a new leagzue at.New Richland.

Miss Horr gave the.towns where it is hoped Leagues may be organized,
Board members were askéd to send in the names of any persons living in these
places who might be inﬁerested in helping to organize a local Leasgue. The list
of such towns is to be included with the next Board notice.

Attention was called to the fact that the Duluth Lesgue has given an
invitation to hold the next state convention in Duluth, To be considered at
December meeting.

Mrs., Collins reported the increase in sale of League material as an
indic=tion of growth in organization, bringing out the fact that the budget in
1930 allowed $150 for sale of material, with $250 allowed for the cost of such
material, showing that it was expected that material would not support itsélf.
1400 pieces of mimeographed material were réported sold during that year,
while during this past year over 4,000 copies of "penny" sheets (not including
printed material) were sold throughout the state, with a total of almost $7OO
in material sales for the year. The different types of running accounts, and
how they have increased and developed during the past three years was brot out.
News Letter A quota has been given to each local Laaéue for subscriptions to the

National News Letter. The quota for Minnesota set by the National Ieazue 1is

S00. If every League reaches its goal, we can reach our quota to the National
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League. State Board members were urged to secure two subscribers in addition to
their own.

Meeting recessed at 12:30 for lunch., .

Following luncheon there was discussion on responsibilities of State
Board members. Miss Mitchell called attention to the fact that under the by- ®
laws three unnotified absences from board may be cause of dismissal from board,
and asked that board members who cannot attend send in their comments on subjects
to be discussed.

Mrs, Gént gave a review of League growth, based on board minutes for the
past ten years, With reference to membership, she said that up to 1930, anyone
could be a member of the LWV, without payment of dues, but at that time the need
for an anlysis of what membership should entail was made. ILocal Leagues were
urged to"weed out" all but active, participating members, and when stanisrds of
membership_were tightened up, there was a great decrease in the number of members.
Standards of local Léague performance have also been established during this
ten year period., Recent membership increases have not been the result of "drives" .
but rather of year arOund effort. Mach of the increased membership is in working
groups, such as study groups in larger Leagues, rather than isélated members.

With reference to finance, she spoke of the "projects" that us;ed to be
necessary to raise necessary funds, and thﬁt more dignified methods are now
used, Steps to be proud of are the creation of the Jane Grey Swisshelm permane:-t
fﬁnd, with its feeling of stability, and the formation of the State Wide Finance
Commitﬁee, which means that financial polities have been put on a state-wide
basis.

She spoke of the fact that while in the past there were "speciaslists" in
L 4

the League, now members of the state board are répresentative of many people who

are equally well informed. This has been schieved in many ways - through reguler

field visits, better attendance at state conventions and district meetings, thru .

increased sale of material, and that the real advance of the Lesgue has been

at the "grass roots."
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Duties of board members Various members of the board were asked to say what they

thought were thé responsibilities of the position they held,

Mrs, Newhart said she thot vice presidents could best fill their positions
by being conscious all the time of knowing what is gzoing on throughoﬁt the entire
League, and be ready to consult on almost-any problem that comes up. Miss Mitchell
brought out that vice presidents should feel a responsibility for keeping in
touch with developments in the state office, by periodically going through corres-
pondence,

Mrs, Morin presented Mrs. Stakman's suggestions on duties of a director,
addinz comments of her own, as follows:

1) Be thoroughly familiar with background and tradition of Lesgue - i.e.

be League-minded.

2) Always be ready to properly interpret and defend the principles for

which the League stands;

3) Try to convey to the local League with which she is affiliated the

-larger concept of the Lesgue as a whole as well as the details
of Board decisions;

4) Feel a responsibility toward all League members of the state, since she
represents group as a whole,

5) Be available for "odd jobs" mot assigned tn Leagzue officers.

Miss Mitchell discussed the relationship of board members to their local
Leagues, as to whether their responsibility is merely interpreting the League
to the board or whether they should in every way possible work to makethe local
League stronger. Some of’ the strongest Leagues in the state are those from
which there has never been a member on the State Board; some of the weaker
Leagues have had most frequent Board representation. Membership on the Board
should mean that that member is spending her energy to make her own local Leazue
the strongest cne in the state; warned against a feeling of detachment from
local League.

Miss Mitchell revieweﬁ the average attendance at Board from 1930 to
present: 1930 - lé; 1931 - 15; 1932 - 13 flus; 1933 - 12 plus; 1934 - 14 plus;

1935 - 16 plus; 1936 - 18 plus; 1937 - 19 plus; 1939 - 20; 1939 - 18 (so far.)

Mrs. Keyes, in speaking of the responsibilities of district chairmen
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gaid they should attempt to mske contacts within their districts for prospective
Lesgue formation; act as hostess at May meeting in her district. Miss Mitchell
added the poasibili£y of meking district chairmen responsible for congressional
interviews, and suggested that they write their congressman, as district chairman,
when requests for action are sent out. They should feel a direct responsibility '
for all Leaéues within their district, and should make informal contacta'whcn:"”:
possible.

Mrs. Wright, in speaking of the responsitilities of a department chairman,
called attention to the fact that each chairman should feel a responsiﬁility for

the program as a whole, and that it is her job to figure out ways and means of

Wputting across" the items within her department.

Special chairmen, who are appointed for special jobs, should see that
their work ties in with all Lesgue activities.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Winter, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that
Mrs. Dewey Gruenhsgen be appointed secretary.

Continuation of meetingz of elected officers. Present - Miss Mitchell, Mrs.

Denny, Miss Knuison, Mrs. Morin, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Kinyon and Mrs,
Newhart.

There was further discuesion of the responsibilities of assistant
department chairmen, with the opinion expréssed that if they knew they were to
have the privilege of board attendance for one year only, they might feel
more responsibility toward attending.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf, seconded by Mrs, Kinyon, that
Mes. Ewing be sppointed College lLeague Adviser. -

1T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Newhart, seconded by Mrs. Denny, that
Mrs., Huntley be re-appointed Organization Chairman.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Denny, seconded by Mrs, Newhart, that
Mrs. Brodie be re-appointed Woman Voter Editor.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Denny, seconded by Mrs. Wolf, that
Mrs. Silas Bryen and Mrs. Glen M Waters be appointed Radio Chairmen.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Wolf, that the discussion of the functions
of assistant dept. chairmen and the question of their appointment be left
for the December Board meeting. Respectfully submitted, Helen J. Duff, sec. pro tem
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STATE BOARD MINUTES
December 8th, 1939

éhe regular meeting of the State ﬁoard of the Einﬁesota League of Women Voters
was held Friday, December 8th, 1939, at th; Minneapolis Y ﬁ C A, beginning at ten
ottlock, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Miss Britts, Mrs,
Wright, Mrs, Pearce, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs.Wolf, Mrs., McCaffrey, Mrs, Bryan, Mrs,
Kafes, Mrs,Fraser, Miss Knudson, Hrs;Gruenhagen. Mrs, Brodie, Mrs. Deﬁny, Dre
Boynton, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Duff, ﬁrs. Musser, Mrs. Luwe, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Winter

and Mrse. Workman, Alsc Miss Sinclair and Mrs, Grahame, foreign policy chairmen

for the Minneapolis and Ramsey County Leagues, Miss Horr, Mrs, Collins and Miss

Jeffris.
fos tuely

It was voted on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded.by Mrs. Nelson, that the read-
accepted without reading
of the minutes be dkxpsmzak with as they had been mailed to the board.
Finance

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Collins gave the monthly treasurer's
report, showing a balance November lst of $659.,94, receipts during the month of
$789,51, disbursements of $768,76, leaving a balance November 30th of $680.69,
with bills payable during December estimated at $975.72. IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs, Musser, seconded by Miss Knudson, that $he treasurer's report be accepted
and the bills allowed, Mrs. Collins reported on increased receipts for Woman
Voter subscriptions during September, October ani November of the current year
as compared with the previdus. year, showing that 400 more subscriptions have
been received during this period, outside the Twin Cities,

An increase in the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund during the past month was reported
throuzgh a contribution from Mrs. Mary K Swain., This is a second contribution from
Mrs, Swain, and is a "refund" of a part of the expenses allowed her incident to
visiting College Leagues.

Organization

Miss Mitchell presented the recommendation of the executive committee that
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Mrs., John S Dalrymple, of Minneapolis, be appointed as a director to fill the
¥acancy created when Mrs., Frost resigned, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stak-
man, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that Mrs, John S Dalrymple be appointed as a director.

Discussion was opened an whether this Spring.would be too Busy a time to
spénsor‘a course at the Center for Cantinuatioﬁ Study at the University of
Minnesota. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stakman, seconded by Miss Britts,
thé.t s{:Lch a cc‘mrse-be postﬁomd until naxt'fall.

Hré. Br&an repofted on the'radié aeriea; It‘is hnﬁed to carr§ broadcasts
begimning in January or February, possibly totalling 10 or 12 in number, with
the suggestion thét théy be in the form of round table discussions,

Open discussion on the invitation from the Duluth Leazue to hold tﬁe state

convention there this spring., Miss Mitchell. reported the executive committee's

opinion that it might be Ainadwisable to hold the first spring convention outside

the Twin Cities, Possible lower attendance with resulting lower income from
registration fees; larger expense and. question of availability of speakers were
considered, Possibility of underwriting convention was suggested., IT WAS

VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs.. Pearce, that the final considera-
tion be postponed to the January board meeting. The suggestion was made that
enthusiasm for holding the meeting in Duluth be aroused in the meantime,, K possibly
through study groups.

Discussion on whether there should be an assistant department chairman for
each program department, or an advisory committee. IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs. Pearce, seconded. by Miss Britts, that an advisory committee for each depart-
ment be established, the chairmen of the St. Paul and Minneapolis Leagues auto-
matically to be a part of such committees. The need for help in preparation of
study material and as speakers, and for assistance during legislative years, was
brought out; also the necessity for dividing the responsibility and being sure
that each member is given definite responsibility. Department chairmen would

MR,
be responsible for seeing that members of their comnittees were occasionally
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invited to attend State Board meetinga,.when subjects of interest to their depart-
will , ,
ment weudd be under discussion.

Welfare

Mrs. Wright reported on an interview by herself and Mrs, Fraser with a member
of the staff of the State Division of Social Welfare on the subject of the township
system, bringing out the diaadvantagai of the ;yatem for the administration of
relief, and the present trend towafd it. It was agreed that it is not advisable
to bring this question into the open, but that Leagues under the county system

should be encouraged to create understanding in their communities of its sdvane

tages. It was'agreed that publicity should be given to the growing recognition

of trained personnel in welfare throughout thé staté.
Civil Service

Miss Horr, in the absence of Mrs, Newhart, gave a preliminary report of the
survey being maﬁe by local Leagues, Miss Britts reported on the meeting sponsored
by the Duluth League in cooperation with other locallunits of organizations repre-
sented on the State Civil Service Council. Mrs. Beard waQ the speaker and over
400 men and women were present. The sponsoring of such large public meetings is
needed to build up sentiment before the legislative session, and Bomard members
were urged to talk with their local Leagues, .

Study material '

It was requested ihat each deﬁartment chairman submit about ten things that
individuals might do in their departments, This should be done by Jamary 1lst,
to be included in a new "Job for Every Member" sheet.

New material published by the National League, and the new State League
mimeograph on the ABC of Trade Agreements, prepared by Miss Sinclair, were
amnounced. Material to be available soon was announced by department chairmen,
including public health mursing services in other states, to be ready for spring

or early fall study; mimeograph on general relief in Minnesota to supplement




the National packet, "Relief in My Town"; development of 1library services,

teacher temure in St. Paul and Duluth, similar to the one already in preparation .
off Minneapolis, discriminations against married Wt;men. It was agreed that further
information should be made available to League members on the administrationof
Minnesota's minimum ‘wage law, either in a Voter article or as a mimeogra;ph. v

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Nelson, seconded by Miss Britts, that announce=-

ments, at least of new State League publications published after anmmal department

letters have been sent out, should be sent to local chairmen of the d epar tment

concerned,

Reports on Gozigressional 1ntaﬁiews were made by Mrs, Workman, Miss Britts,
Mrs, Cant, Mrs. Keyes and Mrs. Duff. :

It was requested that the National League be written to to determine whether
it would be possible to notify recipients of the News Letter that it is being
sent as a Christmas gift, prov:ldod‘ they wer;a sent in early enough.l

Following luncheon, Mrs, McCaffrey led the discussion on the Reciprocal .
Trade Agreement Program. A thorough understanding and approval of the points
and objectives of the program was‘ evidei:dad by all board members, A desire was
expressed for a single page mimeograph on how the :‘;rade agreements program has
directly affected Minﬁesuta.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L. Gruenhagen, secretary
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