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STATE BOARD MINUTES
January 12th, 1940

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was held Friday, January 12th, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, beginning at ten o'clock,
Miss Mitchell presiding, Present: Mies Mitchell, Mrs. New, Mrs.Anderson, Mrs,
Waters, Mrs,Denny, Mrs, Newhart, Miss Britts, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Keyes,
Mrs. Musser, Mrs., Fraser, Mrs. Wright, Mrs, Kinyon, Mrs, Dalrymple, Mrs., Winter,
Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. Congdon, Mrs. Pearce, Mrs. Morin, Mrs, Stakman. Also Miss Horr
and Mrs, Collins, Mrs. Mathys and Miss Sinclair, of the Minneapolis League,

In the absence of the secretary, Mrs, Winter was appointed secretary pro tem,

Inasmuch as the minutes of the December meeting had been mailed to all board
members, the reeding of the minutes was waived.

Finance

Mrs, Andersoq gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance December first
of $680.89, receipts during the month of $439.49, disbursements of $679.90, leaving
a balance December 3lst of $440.28, with bills payable during January estimated
at $1,036,78, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Congdon, seconded by Mrs. Musser,
that the report be accepted and the bills allowed,

Miss Mitchell reported that for the first month since it was established there
was no addition to the JGS Fund tc announce. Mrs. Wolf reported that the St, Paml
League is calling in its boxes on the 17th of the month.

Organization

Mrs, Congdon spoke in behalf of the invitation from the Duluth League to hold
the state convention in that city. She reported that a registration of as many as
125 members of that League might be counted upon. | It was agreed that the week of
May 13th would be the best time for holding the convention, Inasmuch as the opinion
of the board seemed to be evenly divided on the advisability of holding the con-

vention in Duluth, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs., Anderson,

that the decision as to date and place be left to the executive committee.
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It was announced that the date for the mid-winter Presidents' Conference
has been set for Thursday, February 8th, when Mrs.Walter Driscoll of St. Paul
will be hostess.

Mrs, Waters, radio chairman, reported on her contact with WCCO, who had
expressed a desire that the League present its radio seriés in the form of
dramatic skite, emphasizing the-entertainment angle. The consehsus of the
board wasthat the Leazue should continue its ususl type of broadcast, pre-
senting focts in as interesting and informative a manner as possible, even
if it meant broadcasting such programs over another station thanW C C O,

Public Hegllth Nursing

Mrs. Fraser reported on a letter received from Mrs. Madeline C Bradford,
chairman of the lezislative committee for the Minnesota Organization for
Public Health Nursing, requesting that the League sponsor and support a
bill for special aid to counties employing public health nurses. Mrs, Collins
reported on the use already made by Leazues of the material prepared on
Public Health Nursing in Minnesota, and that Mrs. Nelson is also preparing
additionsl material on public health nursing in other states. Although under
the lezisletive support policy, the League supported the principle of public
health mursing by spesking in behalf of the bill presented at the 1939
legislative session at a hearing, it was agreed that no decision on support
of a definite bill be made.at this time, inasmuch as the subject would
undoubtedly be included in the proposed program of work to be submitted for
convention vote. It was agreed that educational work among the leagues on
this question should be continued, with the possibility of asking the Leazues
to make a survey to bring out how-their community would benefit by such legis-
lation, to hold open meetings, etc.

Civil Service

Attention was called to the faet that Jan. 14 - 20 is Civil Service Week,
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January 16th being the 57th anniversary of the sizning of the Pendleton Act
establishing the federal civil service. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Pearce,
seconded by Miss Britts, that the letter, as drafted by Mrs. Newhart, be sent
from the League to the Minnesota members of the House of Representatives, urging
that the Remspeck bill be passed on this day, such letter to be given publicity.
Miss Mitchell reported ‘that the Minnesota Editorial Association, meeting in
Minneapolis during thdat week, might have a speaker on civil service., Other
plans for observing this week included mention by radio commentators, broad-
casts on civil service by Leagues having local radio stations,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Miss Britts, that Leaszues
in second class cities be encourazed to hold civil service meetings, similar
to that held in Duluth.

Mrs. Newhart reported on the analysis of the civil service survey conducted
by local Lesgues during the past few months. Around 360 persons were inter-
viewed by League members, outside of the Twin Cities, with 31 Leagues partici-
pating and reporting. It was agreed that the results of the survey should be
sent to loczl League presidents in a letter.

Mrs, Newhart reported on recent developments in civil service, including two
hearings on the rules and regulations that were attended by League members,

Mrs. Collins reported on the possibility of special releases on civil
gservice by Vivian Thorp to be made available by the Civil Service Council.
Local Leszues will be asked to contact their newspaper editopds, accompanied
by other local representatives of organizations on the civil service council,
to urze the use of these releases.,

It was agreed that local Leagues should be asked to do a second survey, as
planned, =nd that a "penny sheet" might be prepared after the classification

and compensation schedules are completed,

The secretary read a letter from the chairman of the Department of Govern-

ments and Its Operation of the Faribault League, report®ng on their visits
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to city boards, showing now successfully this can be done in a small community.

The problem of the Moorhead League in supporting two possible local projects - .

enforcement of the curfew law, ani appropriation for local post office, were
discussed.

It was reported that some of the department chairmen have already submitted
thelr suzzestions for "Jobs for Every Member", and Mrs, Musty and Mrs. Kinyon

were appointed to put these suggestions into final form,

Recinrocal Trade Agreements

Mrs, Morin read two recent communications from Miss Wells. Discussion followed
on what further educational work could be done by local Leagues in support of
this question. A new flier from the National Lesgue was reported as available
for widespread distribution, as well as a sheet prepared by the Minneapolis League
Foreign Policy chairman on Benefits to Minneso ta. It was suggested that the
National League be asked to analyze the Brookings Institution report, which is
at variance with figures used by the League on this question.

Mrs, Wright reported that she was prepared to lead discussion on a national
public health program at the next board meeting, and that Board members would
be sent material on this subject in advance of the meeting.

Mrs. Fraser reported on her interview with the State Division of Social Wel-
fare on the recent amendment to the Social Security Act requiring the merit
system for employees administering social security services. The Division
expressed the hope that the federal government would be "gentle" in its
beginning enforcement of this provision.

Followingz luncheon there was discussion of board responsibility. As to the
question of the possibility of more frequent attendance and greater.feeling of
responsibility on the part of board members if there were fewer members, it
seemed to be the consensus that members already attended as many meetings as
possible. Board members expressed a desire to continue receiving copies of
all correspondence sent local League presidents and department chairmen. There
was discussion of the division of responsibility between finance and member-

ship chairmen, and treasuers, and the relationship of members of the state board
to their local Leagues, Respectfully submitted, Marion D Winter, sec. pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
February 9, 1940

The regular meeting of the State Board of thé Minnesota Leazue of Women
Voters was held on Friday, Febmuary 9th, 1940, at the Minneapélis i d ﬁ C A, bezinning
at ten o'clock. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs.Denny, Mrs. Luwe,-Mrs.
Mowin, Mrs., Grahame (representing Mrs,Wolf), Mrs., Wright, Mrs,Townley, Mrs. Musser,
Mrs., Huntley, Fraser, Mrs, Dalrymple, Mrs.Buff, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Gruenhagen, Mrs.
Brodie, Mrs, McCaffrey, Mrs., Newhart, Mrs.Winter, Mrs. Ewing and Mrs.Anderson,

Also Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins and Miss Struthers, staff members, and.as speeial
guests Mrs.Beard, Mrs. Shapiro, Miss Sinclair..nrs. Nelson of Fergus Falls and
Mrs, Goldberg of Winona. - . | :

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Luwe, that the
reading of the mimtes of the previous meeting be dispensed with as they had been
mailed to all board members.

Finance

Mrs. Anderson gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance January

1st of $440,.28, receipts during the month of $960.89, disbursements of $916.62,

leavinz b balance Jamuary 3lst of $484,55, with bills payable during February
estimated at $921,67, IT WAS VOTED on motionof Mrs,Duff, seconded by Mrs, Denny,
that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

It was announced that as most of the smaller leagues have paid‘their
quota for the year, further financial responsibility rests upon the Léagues in
the larger bitles, for maintenance of the State League. :

Announcement was made of a $2,C0 contribution from the South St. Paml
League to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, It is hoped to hear froﬁ the St, Paunl
Leazue next month,

Organization
The secretary read a letter of resignation as finance chairman fromzurs.

New of Rochester. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Huntley,

that this resignation be accepted with regret,




Miss Mitchell recommended that a temporary substitute be appointed
until the spring convention, and proposed the name of Mrs. Musser. IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrse. Denny, seconded by Mrs. McCaffrey, that this recommendation be
accepted,

It was announced that the execufive commit tee, to whom the deciéion had ®
been delegated by the board, had agreed to accept the invitafion to hold the spring
convention in Duluth, and had set wedheadaj' and Thursday, May 15th and 16th, as
the dates. Mrs, Stakman has agreed to act as program chairman for the convehtion.

A report was given by Mrs. Huntley on the President's Conference held
in St. Peml, February 8th, at the home of Mrs., Walter B Driscoll. It was a very
satisfactory meeting, with presidents from 28 local Leagues attending., These
presidents seemed to hold a broader view of their responsibilities than ever before,
with the idea of not only getting members but of holding them, and not only getting

dues but of getting contributions.

Requests for action .
A letter from Miss Wells oﬁ the Far Bast situation was read by Mrs,

Mccaffre-y. Suggestions were made in this letter as to various ways in which

Japan might be punished for her aggression policy, and advisement given that a

study was being made as to what stand the League would take, if any, on the

question. It &as decided that a copy of this letter should be sent to all

local Leagues., Announcement was made of new material on the Far East question.,
Mrs.Townley reported on a letter from Miss Wells, telling what efforts

are being made throughout the country to present our stand on reciprocal trade

agreements program. It was felt that we have a definite challenge as most of the

opposition comes from the uninformed. It was suggested that the forthcoming @

issue of the Woman Voter contain an article on this subject.

The snnounsement was made that Mrs., A J McGuire is available to

'Leagues at no cost to speak on this subject. .

Mrs, Newhart read a letter from the National League on qualified per-
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sonnel in the federal government., Thesuggestion was made in this letter that we
contact any big industries to obtain a favorable statement on personnel standards
to be sent to members of Congress. It was decided to send requests to Austin,
Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth, asking them to make these contacts and advising
them to see their Chamber of Commerce for information on which industries to
contact.

, Mrs, Newhart announced the three day regional conference, sponsored
by the National Municipal League, at the Curtis Hotel, Mimneapolis, February 1°th
20th and 2lst. The Minneapolis League will havwe charge of the program on civil
service held on the second day. All local Leagues were urged to attend,
Nation blic Health Progr

The mesting was taken over by Mrs. Wright and Mrs, Shapiro who gave
a graphic picture of work already done on the question of government assistance
in the public health field. ©No action was taken as to whether this Subject

should be proposed on our program as an item for study.

Cause and Cure of War Conference

Miss Sinclair, who attended this conference as a delegate from the
Minnesota Leazue of Women Voters, gave a report,
Civil Service

!bllowing luncheon, Mrs, Beard gave a report on civil service,
She discussed ihe progress of the classification plan, and said that undoubtedly
there will be criticisms arising following the allocation of positions. The
Board, in adopting the rules and regulations, is trying to reach a proper balance.
In setting a retirement age, as stipulated in the law, she reported that it will
be flexible and will work no hardship. With reference to senlority provisions

in the law, a compromise will have to be worked out, and Xkmk it will probably

be necessary for departmentx heads to come to some understanding with their em-

ployees on this problem, inasmuch as uniform records are not available., The

other chief difficulty is the setting of hours of work,

With reference to the recent attacks on civil service for bringing
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"foreigners", she reported that only one came direct from Michigan, two were

brought from California who had formerly worked ‘in Michigan; there were no persons

in the state available and qualified for the work they are doing; that all
Minnesota pplicants who were qualified are eitler working in the departments or
have other positions nowp that there were no applicants from the ‘three city sys-
tems in the state; that there are no permanent employees; and that these experts
were available only because of the sabotage of the Michigan law,

Shereported that they do not as yet have their permanent quarters,
and told of the request of ‘the department to the Legislative Buergency Committee
for additional funds, which had been temporarily refused., She reported that the
only decision that has been taken to the courts has been upheld,

National Program of Work

Mrs., Wright and Mrs. Luwe analyzed the items under their departments
(Economic Welfare end Legal Status of Women) proposed in the National Program of
Work., There were no objections raised by board members to any new items so
proposed,

Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy L., Gruenhagen,

Secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota Leaze of Women Voters wes
held Wednesday, February 28th, 1940, beginning at 11 o'clock. Present: Mis
Mitchell, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs.Cant, Mrs. Keyes and Mrs, Duff, Absent = Mrs, Wolf
and Dr, Boynton, Also przszent: Mrs,Stakman, program chairman for the convention,
Miss Horr and Mrs., Collins

Q

State convention

It was agreed that -the wording on the credential blank might ‘be changed,

as every League member is eligible to register as a delegate, to read “is a
duly accredited member of the League of Women Voters." Also
that these blanks-might be printed without a date, with space left for it to
be 'filled in, and then might be ordered in guan i"r and used-for-succeeding
conventions,

There was then discussion on the timing of the convention, ‘and the program,
The convention‘will open Wednesday morning, following a me eting of the State

Board the previous evening, and will officially.close Thursday afternpoon, %o
be followed by the Fireside Supper.

It was agreed that the two luncheons and the dinner Wednesday evening should
be planned to attract Duluth residents, not necessarily Lea;ue members, The
Duluth Leagzue has suggested.there be a civil' service luncheon or dinner, and
that Mrs. Thorp be asked to spezk.

The suszzestion was made that the dinner Wednesday evening be @n a general theme,
such as "Arerica's Place in the New Rs&kkx World" ~ similar to the Minneapolis
expansion dinner, with the possibility suggested of the Duluth Leagye's having
"eultivation' luncheons to stimmlate attendance at this dinner,

It was agreed that a National Roard member azain be invited, with the consensus
that Mrs., Fisher should be "sounded out" as to whether or not she would be
‘available, to stress finance.

re Arnolé Zander, president of the American Federation of State, County and
Municipsl Emrlayees was suggested as a speaker on civil service, and the
program chairman was authorized to find out if he would be available.

In the field of welfare administretion, the question of the enforcement of the
federal Social Security amendment on county persomnel was felt to be the fore-
most gquestion at the time, with the possibility suggested of asking Mr. Finke
State Welfare administratod to mmxprmsmmk speak, either at a convention session
or a luncheon meeting.

Speaksrs for the "feature" dinner suggested were William Allen White and Stanley
High, and the program chairman was asked to determine whether either would De
available and on what terms,

Program chairman was aslted to determine whether Mrs. Banning would be in Duluth,
and would preside at a luneheon or dinner meeting.

Vith reference to the presentation of the nrogram ~ the-two-main-suppori-ide-
it was agreed that new subjects proposed for stunj should be presented by
department chairman or some League member,

The possibility of an §ll-Department Conference, possibly held Thursday afternoon
following the adoption of the program of work, was suggested, This would De
in place of the Department Conferences, and would give all attending the




convention an opportunity do discuss how the program will de put into effect.

There was discussion .on whether a luncheon should be devoted o a foreign

S
policy cuestion. No decision reached. Difficult .to judge now what question
would bes of paramount importance.

It was sgreed that a luncheon, or dinner, should definitely be devoted to civil

service, with the practical problems covered.

Presidents! Conference could be during breakfast on Thursday.

March Board meeting

In place of the usual .conference of department chairman, preceding the meeting of {
the state board at which the proposed program of work is adopted, it was agreed N
that this conference be omitted, and that the entire board be asked to take the
responsibility for formulating the program.

In discussing subjects which have been studied during this year which are

possibilities -for support, the.guestion of support of a legislative council was
brought une It was agreed that, if support is authorized by the convention, it
should be understood that our contimuing responsibilities for civil servicec and
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administration of welfare should take precsdence.

-was expressed to have the subject of Inter-Staie Trade Barriers p
State- Board prior to the.National convention, so that delegates coul
informed on this subject. .

There was discussion of questions on program—making procedure, and responsibilities

of department chaimmen, as brought out in.a recent letter from a Leazue member,

Plans are under way for preparing instructions for department chairmen's use in

keeping records to pass on.to future chairmen, and it was agreed that an .

"instruction sheet" on responsibilities of department chairmen would be
most helpful.

hell spoke of the annual reports to the lational League, with'sDacirl
to the best "Leazue story" of the year. It was agreed that the
»ivil service dinner was the best example,

Respectfully sdbmitted,

Corinne K Collins, ex, sec.




STATE BOARD MINUTES
March 8th, 1940

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held Friday, March 8th, 1940, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, beginning at
10 a.m,, Miss Mitchell presiding, Present: Miss Mitchell, Dr, Boynton, Mrs.
Frasér, Mrs, Wright, Mfs. Townley, Mrs, Keyes; Mrs, Wolf, Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Nelson,
Mrs, Cant, Miss Britts, Mrs. Musser, Mrs, Waters, Mrs. Stakmen, Mrs., Anderson,
Mrs, Gruenhagen, Also Miss Horr, Mrs.Collins, Miss Sweeney and Hrs. Schutz, staff
members.

IT WAS VOTED that the minutes be accepted without reading, inasmueh az they
had hesn mgiled to all members.
Finance

Mrs. Anderson gave tﬁe treasurer's report, showing a bélance February ist of
$484,55, receipts during the month of $1,243,77, disbursements of $817.09, leaving a

balance February 29th of $°011.23, with bills payable during March ocstimated at

$831.01. IT WAS VOTED that the treasurer's report be awcepted and the bills

allowed.

A contribution of $6.50 from the Wabasha Leazue to the Jane Grey Siksshelm
Pund was announced.

Mrs, Musser, as chairman of the finance conmittee, reported that Mrs, New,
Rochester, Mrs, Crane, Austin; Mrs, Syain, Winona; Mrs. Kinyon, Owatonna:
Mrs, Congdon; Duluth, as well as the finance chairmen of the Minneapolis and
Ramsey County Leagues have been asked to serve on this committee.

reanization

IT WAS VOTED that the Waconia League be dropved from the list of loecal
Leacmes in Minnegnia.

The sccretary read a letter from Mrs., McCaffrey, inviting the State Board to
meet in Wabasha for either the April or June meeting., It was agreed that the

April meeting could not be held outside of Minneapolis, amd final decision on

accepting the invitation for June was postponed until the April meeting.




Mrs, Waters reported the status of an assignment of a radio period by WC C O,

No definite period has been sel, and it was agreed that if there is further post- .

ponement the radio chairmen be authorized to negotiate for time with WL B,

Convention ®
I WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Ca;'Lt, sec.';n'ied by Mrse. Townley, that l.irs..
Philip S Duff be appointed bulget chairman, with the state-wide finance committee

vo work with har.

There wa:s discussion of what is essent.ial for a good nominat‘inff cc:rmi‘:.tc.e
chairmon, such as attendance at comvention and ability to bring cut other‘ people's
opinions. Several suggesiions were made, with Mrs, H W Anderson of Grand Rapids
and Mrs., Kurt Stai of St, Cloud agreed to 2s the best choices. A ballot vote was
taken, indicating lMrs. Anderson as first choice and Mrs, Stai as second, IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, secohded by Mrs. Musser, that the recomen;iations
sutmitted ‘by the chair for represent_atives on the Nominating Committee from the
seven districts outside the Twin Cities, bve acceptea. .

Mrs, Stakman gave an outline of the tentative convention program, Tﬁe Icon—-
vention is scheduled for two days only, to begin in the morning =nd to clése offi-
cially the afternmoon of the second day, to be followed ﬁy the Fireside Supper.

It was agreed that the usual dspartment conferences be eliminated, to be replaced
by an alll-department conference on methods of putting the program to wori:, and
that this session might well be held the a:[’terhoon of the second déy, following
the adoption of the program of work at the morning session. Plans for 11mche5ns
and the dinner meeting were presented, with one to be on civil service.

Proposed Program of Work

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs, Wolf, that the first .

responsibility for the coming year should continue to be Minnesota's Civil

Service Law, New means of making this an active item were discussed at length.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Musser, that state and local administration

of welfare be kept on as our second item of responsibility. It was agreed that
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specizl atiention be given to the establishment of the merit system for County
Welfare Board employees administering Social Security services.

Following discussion of the possibility of recommending support of establish-
ment of a Legislative Council for Minnesota, it was agreed, that, if such support
is guthorized, it should be with the understanding that the League would not
initiate such .legislation., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs,

Cant, that A TLesiclative Conncil for Minnesota be the third item on the program

for support.

Mrs, Wright brought up the question of the League's supporting en enabling act
to establishia State Housing Authority. It was the consensus that until further
information was obtained as to funds still available, no action be taken, with the
possibility of board action recommending support at either the April or May Board

meeting.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Cant, seconded by Mrs. Stakman, that a simplified

statement of the legislative support policy be included on the program, to be
decided upon by the executive committee, It was agreed that some contimuing
responsibilities which may become active at the coming lezislative scosion he
smamerzted on the program.,

It was agreed that there should be an explanatory statement, picturing possible
activity on each item, sent out with the proposed program.

It was agreed that there should be a general introductory statement, similar
to that in the California League program. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Anderson,
seconded by Mrs. Wright, that the wording.of this statement be left to the
execntive committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Townley, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that the

Dovelopment of Library Service in Minnesotas be again included on the program for

stody. There was discussion of the limits of local League activity in relation
to library service, with the point brought out that any activity must directly

concern government.




IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Townley, seconded by Mrs. Musser that

Special state and federal aids for public schools be again included on the program .
for study.

Mrs. Nelson spoke of the possibility of actively supporting state-wide
public health nursing, She felt that while Leazues were ready for such support, .
it could not be considered a primary responsibility of the League, and that the

appropriation involved would be a stumbling block to League support. IT WAS

VOTED on motion of Mrs, Nelson, seconded by Mrs. Wright, that state-wide public

health nursing be agsin included on the program for study.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wright, seconded by Mrs. Anderson that

public housing for low income groups be included on the program for study,

Discussion followed on continued study or possible support ofquestions brought
out in the present study of prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency.
It was agreed that further focussed study was.not necessary at this time, except
possibly through "Jobs for every member" and department latter. .
It was agreed that there was no necessity at this time for itemizing the
direct primary on the program. Miss Britts reported that she is planning study
material on the political party set-up in Minnesota, which will touch upon the
direct primary law.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that the

general .subject of Public Health Administration be included for study. This

action followed discussion of the possibility of stvdying the wider field of
the role of goxernment in medical care. It was agreed that the first step

should be study of present public health sdministration, It .was agreed that

if Public Health Murging is continued for study only b the convention, it .

would need to be itemized on the program as it would be covered by the broader

g 22! &
subject of Public Health Administration. “

It was agreed that consideration of whether the subject "State Trade Barriers"

should be included for study be left until after national convention action had




been taken on this item.

Mrs. Nelson analyzed the proposeditems under the Department of Government and
Social Welfare in the national program, and Miss Britts those under Government and
its operation.

There was discussion of presentation of opposition viewpoints on questions

supported by the League. It was agreed that while the Leaszue should not put

itself inthe position of opening such a question to debate, it is sometimes most
effective to present the arguments of the opposition. The necessary for continued
background study of Leasue support items, for the benefit of new member , Was
brought out,
The advisability of omitting the word "ecity" from the National propo sedprozram
item on slum clearance and public housing,was brought out.
Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhazen, secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was held Friday, April 19th, beginning at one Q'clock, at Miss Mitchell's
apartment. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Nekhart, Mrs, Wolf, Dr, Boynton, Mrs,
Duff, and Mrs., Keyes. Absent - Mrs, Cant., Also present - Mrs, Stakman,

as program chairman for the state convention, Miss Horr anmd Mrs, Collins,

National convention

It was agreed that Mrs. Musser should attend the pre-cohvention General Council
meeting as the second member from Minnesota, ani Mrs.Wolf the post-convention
meeting,

It was agreed that the budget allotment for travel expenses to the National
convention should be used to pay registration fees for members of the
Minnesota delegation officially attending Council and Executive Department
meetings, plus—any-other-members.of.the StateBoard.who-may-attend,

State convention

Possibilities of speakers for the final dinner on Thursday evening were con-
sidered. Inasmch as it has been impossible to secure a speaker from out side
the state, local persons were considered, with Val Bjornson as the first
possibility. Mrs, Stekman outlined the program as now planned, It was
decided that Mrs, Anderson should be asked to take charge of the program

for the Fireside Supper, when local Leagues will present stunts. It was
agreed that the President's Confer nce should be restricted to local League
praseiinxy presidents, Department chairmen are to be urged to arrange for
informal conferences with their local chairmen, inasmuch as there will be

no separate department conferences,

State Board Appointments and Elections

Miss Mitchell reported that Mrs, Duff would be glad to be a candidate for
treasurer., This would mean her resignation as third vice president, and
appointment by the Board to fill such vacancy. Mrs. Gruenhagen has expressed
her desire to be considered for the position as secretary, to which position
she was appointed by the Board to fill an unexpired term. There was some
discussion of the three directorships to be filled, with the suggestion made
that the Nominating Committee be asked to consider carefully the advisability
of continuing on the board as directors persons not members of a local unit,
Possibilities of persons to serve as district directors, particularly in

the Pirst smmix¥imkk district, where the present incumbent kzrumabimxkox

will not be up for re-election, were considered, It was agreed that,
whenever possible, retiring board members be given some special responsi-
bility.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins, executive secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
April 12th, 1940

The fegular meeting of the State Board of the Mihnesota League of Women Voters
was held Friday, April 12th, at the Minneapolis Y W C A, beginning at ten o'clock,
Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs. Denny, Mrs.
Gruenhagen, Mrs, Dalrymple, Mrs, Stakman, Mrs. Morin, Krs. Kinyon, Mrs. Musser,
Mrs, Keyes, Mrs. Wolf, Miss Knudson, Mrs. Pearce, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. McCaffrey,

mrs: Hontle
Mrs. Luwe, Mrs, Ewing, Mrs. Waters, Mrs. Brodie, Also Mrs. Mathys, Miss Horr and
Mrs, Collins,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
Finance

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs. Musser gave the treasurer's report,
showing a balance March '1st of $911.23, receipts during the month of $225.02,
disbursements of $883,93, leaving a balance March 3lst of $252,32, with bills pay=

able during April estimated at $706.29., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf,

seconded by Mrs, Mcrin, that the treasurer's report be accepted at the bills

allowed,

Increases in the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, from boxes turned in by Minnea-
polis and St. Paul members during the past month were reported as $14,22, and
$14,16 respectively, the Fund now totalling $1,679,99. Miss Mitchell reported
that Mr. Henry S, Kingman, president of the Formers-Mechanics Bank, Mrs. Ellwood
H, Newhart and Mr, John Ireys, were willing to sewve as investors for this Fund,
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrse. Huntley, seconded by Mrs. Workman, that they be
so appointed,

Orgzanization

Mrs, Waters reported on the ths®ee radio programs which have been completed,
and on plans for the remaining programs in the series.
Mrs. Ewing reported the plans for "contest meetings" among the College

Leagues and told of the two meetings which she had attended as Judge - Winona




e ;

Teachers and Mankato Teachers Colleges, both of which are doing very well and show
great promise. The Mankato group was commended particularly on newspaper publicit'
which they had obtained.
Convention

Wgs Mitchell announced that Mrs. H W Anderson, of Grand Rapids, had accepted @@
the chaimanship of the Nomimating Committee, ‘IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.
Musser, secohded by Mrs, Denny, that the chair be authorized to select the
committee to work with her, It was décided to wait on the appointment of
parliamentarian as Miss Mitchell had been unable to contact Mrs. Mo to determine
whether she wuld be able to serve,

The offices which are to come up for election were read by Miss Mitchell,
with the request that the board study and make fitting recommendations for those
officess

Mrs, Stakman gave a report on the plans made thus far for the state conven-
tion. President Ford of the University had been asked as the principal spesker, .
and had regretted greatly being unable to come, After discussion, it was decided
to leave the question of a speasker for the dinner meeting on Thursday to Mrs,
Stakman and the executive committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakman, seconded by Mrs., Musser, that Mrs.
A B Anderson be asked to take charge of the entertainment program for the
Fireside. Supper. Mrs, Waoters expressed a willingness to assist her, even though
-she will not be able to attend the convention.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Musser, seconded by Mrs. McCaffrey that the
registfation fee be set at 60 cents, It was sgreed that no limit Be set on
the number of credentials each League be allowed, ®

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf, seconded by Mrs, Musser, that the

election of officers submitted by the nominating committee be vive voce, unless

there are nominations by petition, ' .

It was agreed that consideration of Mrs, McCaffrey's invitation to the Board




tohold its June meeting in Wabasha be held over for decision at the pre-convention
board meeting.

National convention

Miss Mitchell announced that consideration must be given to having respon-
sible delegates representing the department chairmen at the convention. Some
of the department chairmen are planning to attend, and it was agreed that the
executive cormittee should recommend persons to represent other department chair-
men, in consultation with the chairmen, and the second representative at the
General Council meeting.

Proposed Program of Work

Mrs, Inwe reported that she had corresponded and talked with Juige Carroll,
of Minneapolis, who has suggested the cooperation of the League with the State
Bar Assn, in securing the passage of a law to abolish common law marriage in
Minnesota, Mrs, Luwe pointed out that problems inwolving property rights,

simc e passage of the Social Security Act, have made this question most important,

No action was taken by the Board, inasmuch as this is a continuing responsibility,

having been previously authorized by convention action, and board action is only
necessary in considering active support during the legislative session,
Announcement was made that many local Leagues desire some study on care,
management and control of the feeble-minded in the state. It was decided that
this would come under the deﬁartment of government and social welfare, ami Mrs,
Fraser was asked to present some facts on the situation for the next meeting
wheﬁ it will be decided whether the board wishes to recommend this question for
study.
Mrs.-Mathys spoke on the new pamphlet on civil liberties, as a background for
considering the proposed new item on the National program of work on this subject.
Mrs, Fraser reviewed possibilities for League suppoft of-opposition to

state trade barriers.

Mrs, McCaffrey announced the ratification of the Trade Agreements resolution




—the
by the Senate, and stated that she had sent our Senators clippings from the news-
papers showing satisfaction inthe Act,

Mrs, Pearce reported no new items have been proposed for the National
program of work under the department of Government and Education.

Correspondence

A letter was read from the Minnesota Library Assn., asking the cooperation
of the League in sponsoring a series of radio programs to further the cause of
increased library ser¥ice throughout the state. Gifts of money and of books
will be asked. It was moved by Mrs, Pearce, seconded by Mrs, Musser, that the
League agree to sponsor this project. In the discussion, it was brought out
that it is the function of the League to develop library services through govern-
mental channels, rather than sponsoring book drives, raising funds, etc. The
motion was not carried, but recommendation was made that the series be given as

mich publicity as possibles

Mrse Fraser reported on a conference with Mr, Walter W. Finke, dircctor of

w
[

the Division of Social Welfare, with a group of League members, rogarding the
difficulties being faced by the department with reference to the establishment

of the ‘meritsystem for county welfare employees, following the recent congressional
amendment to the Social Sgcurity Act. The problems that he brought up were the
amount of federal su@ervision of detail of plans,the possibility of this provision
acting as an entering wedge towards separation of welfare and relief services,
inasmuch as relief employees would not be required to be under the system, and
administration by the welfare division, rather than the éivil service department,
which is not at present equipped to handle this additional service.

At this conference the questionof lay representation on welfare boards o

was brought up. Mr, Finke expressed the belief that opposition to such repre-

sentation was dying down somewhat, but that local Leagues could be helpful in .

suggesting panels of names of qualified persons to their Boards of County

Commissioners, It was agreed that local leagues could be helpful by securing




publicity locally on the new merit system set-up.

Announcement was made of Child Health Day - Mgy lst.

Following luncheon, Mrs. Beard told of activities of the Civil Service Depart-
ment, It was suggested that the department be asked to prepare a display for the
state convention,

Miss Mitchell announced the National League's integration plan, which has
resulted from the St. Louis convention decision that League finances - national,
state and local - should be put on a firmer basis and more closely integrated,
and from the "expansion" pampaigns in many localities, such as was done in
Minneapolis. A proposed "expanded" buiget for the National lea-ue, based on

increased pledges from State Leagues rather than direct contributions to the

National Leagzue, would permit an every-member bulletin, additional field trips

emphasizing finance methods, and a whole-time publicity secretary added to the
National staff, A suggested budget for the Minnesota Leazue contemplates a
$5,000 pledge to the National Leazue for the coming year. After discussion of
possibilities of increases in quotas from local Leagues in Minnesota, and in
contributions, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf, seconded by Miss Knudson,
that it be left to the discretion of the delegation from the Minnesota Leacue
to the Fational Convention, to assume a pledge to the National League, within
the bounds of $3,000 to $4,000.
Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L. Gruenhagen, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES -1~
May 14th, 1940

The regular pre-convention board mee ting of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held Tuesday even;ng, May 14th, 1940, at the home of Mrs,Congdon in
Duluth, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Newhart, Miss
Rritts, Mrs, Duff, Mrs, Pearce, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Morin,
Mrs.Cant, Mrs. Huntley, Miss Knudison, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs, Iumwe, Mrs,
Wolf, Mrs. Congdon, and Mrs.Gruenhagen. Staff members - Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins
and Miss Struthers. Gyests - Mrs, Thqrp, and Mrs, Spear and Mrs, Hanson of Duluth,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakman, seconded by Miss Britts, that the

minutes of the previous meeting be approved,

Mrs.Anderson gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance April lst of
$252,32, receipts during the month of $2,009.13, disbursements of $546.86, leav-
ing a balance April 30th of §$1,714,59, and bills estimated for May of $730.22.

It was pointed out that the large balance is dﬁe to the fact that practically all

quotas from local Leagues have already been paid, altho the new fiscal year does

not begin until next October, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by

Mrs, Congdon, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

A contribution of $2.97 from the Lake City League to the Jane Grey Swiss-
helm Fund was announéed.

Mrs, Duff presented the proposed budget, which estimates an increasé over the
current budget as follows; receipts from local League quotas,
ingxzasaxaf $500; extra quota contributions, $200; interest from Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fand, $10; and contributions, $940, of which $600 would be met by a
contribution now going direct to the National League. Changes in disbursements
include increasing the pledge to the National League from $2,150 to $4,000 (of
which $600 would be met by the contribution now going direct to the National
League); $50 increase in office maintenance, and a $200 decrease in organization
and field worke The budget item on the pledge to the National Lesgue is in

line with the decision of the State Board authorizing the delegates to the
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National convention to assume a pledge up to $4,000. Mrs., Duff called attention
to the inclusion of net receipts only under Woman Voter and educational material.

After discussion, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Duff, seconded by Mrs.Cant,
that the proposed budget, totalling $9,850.00 be recommended to the convention as
a mininum, and that, in’'case recéipts warrant it, budget allowances for salaries
and office maintenance bé increased.

Miss Horr reported that an attempt to organize a'League in Pine City had not
so far resulted in a permenent organization,

The secretary read a letter from Mrs, McCaffrey, offering her resignstion as
chairman of the department of governmént and fofeign policy. IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs, Amierson, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that her resignation be
accepted with regret,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Newhart, seconded by Mrs. Duff, that Miss
Gladys Sinclair be appointed chairman of the department of gowefnment and foreign
policy.

Proposed Program of Work

Requests from the Fairfax, Olivia and Hutchinson Leagues for inclusion on the
study program of the care of the feeble-minded were reported,

Mrs, Wolf reported on the discussion at the department conference of govern-
ment and economic welfare at the National convention on the inclusion in the
National program of opposition to interstate trade barriers.

The suggestion was made that during a legislative year the League consider
the possibility of preparing non-prejudicial material on legislation of general
social interest which may be subject to attakk.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Luwe, that the
State Board recommend for study "adequate state facilities for management, control
and care of the mentally retardedV,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wolf, seconded by Mrs. Stakman, that the

State Board recommend interstate trade barriers for study.




After discussion, it was agreed that it be left to the State Board to
analyze legislation during the session and decide the possibility amd the advisability
of preparing and furnishing material on important legislative issues not directly
on the League program.

The action of the National League in abolishing the Department of Government
and Legal Status of Women was reported. ||After discussion of the importance in
Minnesota of continued opposition to the Equsl Rights Amendment // IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs, Stalman, seconded by Mrs, Cant, that the department be retained in

Minnesota.

Following discussion with reference to contacting political parties on '

civil service, IT WAS VOTED on motionof Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs, Wolf, that the
three political parties in the state, and the Governor, be contacted with reference
to the inclusion of planks on civil service in party platforms.

The realignment of the Economic Welfare and Child Welfare Departments by the
National League was reported, and it was agreed that the Minmew ta League should
adopt such realignment,

Meeting adjourned.

Dorothy L Gruenhagen, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
May 15, 1940

A special meeting of the StateBoard of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held Wednesday, May 15th, 1940, at 4:30 pem., Miss Mitchell presiding, Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs., Luwe,. Miss Britts, MNrs, Wright, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs., Morin, Mrs.
Pearce,Mrs. Wolf, Mrs, Cant, Mrs,Duff, Mrs,Anderson, Mrs, Congdon, Miss Knudson,
Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs., Huntley, Mrs, Stakman, Mrs. Workman, and Mrs.
Gruenhagen. Also Mrs. Walter Fisher, national tre-surer, Miss Horr and Mrs. Collins.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Amierson, seconded by Miss Britts, that Mrs,
Duff's resignation as third vice president be accepted.

Mrs, Fisher explained the Unified Finance Plan of the National League.

Respectfully sutmitted,
Dorothy L Gruenhagep, secretary

STATE BOARD MINUTES
May 16th, 1940

A special meeting of the elected members of the State Board was held on
Thursday, May 16th, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present, Miss Mitchell, Mrs,Cant,
Mrs, Stakman, Mrs., Congdon, Mrs. Peterson, Miss Knuison, Mrs, Keyes and Mrs.
Gruenhagen,

This meeting was called to consider the appointment of department chairmen,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Mrs.Stakman, that Mrs.
Nelson be appointed chairman of the department of government and social welfare,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Peterson, seconded by Miss Knudson, that Mrs,
Fraser be appointed co-chairmen of the department of govermment and social
welfare,

IT WASVOTED on motion of Mrs, Keyes, seconded by Mrs,Cant, that Mrs.Wright
be appointed chairman of government and economic welfare.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Congdon, seconded by Mrs. Gruenhazen, that
Mrs. Musser be appointed Finance Chairman,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Stakman, seconded by Mrs, Congdon, that Miss

Britts be appointed chsirman of the department of government and its operation.




IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Keyes, seconded by Mrs. Cant, that Mrs.
appointed chaiman of the department of government and the legal status

of women,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs,Congdon, that the

appointment of the chairman of the department of government and education be
postponed until the June board meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins, secretary pro tem




I, ... Doyothy L. Gruenhagenm . . . , do hereby certify that I am Secretary ot
........... Minnesota Lesgue of Women Votews . ..., acorporation organized under the
laws of the State of ... MiNNG - , and that the following is a true, complete and correct

copy of resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of said Corporation duly and properly called and
held on the 4 e June , 1940 ; that
a quorum was present at said meeting; that said resolutions are set forth in the minutes of said meeting and have not
been rescinded or modified.

¥ * % % % ¥ ¥ =¥

RESOLVED, that Northwestern National Bank and Trust Company of Minneapolis be and it hereby is designated
as a depository for the funds of this corporation and any officer of this corporation is hereby authorized to open or cause
to be opened an account or accounts with said Bank on such terms, conditions and agreements as shall be required by said
Bank, to endorse or cause to be endorsed, in the name of this corporation and/or to deposit or cause to be deposited in
such account or accounts any money, checks, drafts, orders, notes and other instruments for the payment of money and
to make any agreements deemed advisable in regard thereto.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that checks, drafts or other withdrawal orders issued against the funds of this corpora-
tion on deposit with said Bank may be signed by any ... ¥9@.________ of the following:

(Insert one or two)

o President
... Hirst vice president
_Chalwman, FPifih Congressional Diatrich

and said Bank is hereby fully authorized to pay and charge to the account of this corporation any checks, drafts or
other withdrawal orders, so signed, including those payable to the individual order of the person signing the same and
including also checks or other withdrawal orders payable to the said Bank, in payment of any indebtedness due to said
Bank from the person or persons who signed such checks or other withdrawal orders.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any ... %0 of the following:
(Insert one or two)

First vice president

. SOATMAR, F1£th Congressional Distrdich
be and hereby are authorized to borrow money for and on behalf of and in the name of this corporation; to make any
agreements in rcchct thereto; and to sign, execute and deliver notes and acceptances of this corporation therefor, or
in renewal thereof, in such amounts and for such time, at such rate of interest and upon such terms as they see fit; and
are hereby authorized to endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage, and pledge to said Bank the bills receivable, warchouse
receipts, bills of lading, stocks, bonds or other property of this corporation as security for payment of any money so
borrowed and to offer the bills receivable of this corporation to said Bank for rediscount, and to unconditionally guat-
antee the payment of any or all of the bills receivable so offered for rediscount, and to waive demand, protest and notice
to this corporation of non-payment and to consent to extension of maturity of all bills so guaranteed.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution shall continue in force until express written notice of its recission or
modification has been reccived by said Bank.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that all transactions, if any, in respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and bor-
rowings by or in behalf of this corporation with said Bank prior to the adoption of this resolution be and the same
hereby are in all things ratified, approved and confirmed.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any of the persons above named be and they hereby are authorized and empowered
to make any and all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem advisable, from time to
time, with said Bank in respect to transactions between this corporation and said Bank in regard to funds deposited in
sBaid Bank, moneys borrowed from said Bank or any other business transacted by and between this corporation and said

ank.

* % ®* » % % % *

(A I further certify that the Board of Directors of this corporation has, and at the time of the adoption of said resolu-
tion had, full power and lawful authority to adopt the foregoing resolutions and to confer the powers therein granted
to the persons named who have full power and lawful authority to exercise the same.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affrxed-the seal of this.carpatation this ... 174h ...
40 -
» 19

. day of ... June :

Attest by One Other Officer

Imprint
Seal
Here




STATE BOARD MINUTES
June 14, 1940
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STATE BOARD MINUTES
August 9, 1940

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Lesscue
of Women Voters was held at the home of Mrs, A J McCGuire, 444 Otis Ayenue,
St. Paul, on Fridsy, Augu 9th, 1940, begimning at 10 o'clock, Miss Mitchell
presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mijss Britts, Mrs,Fraser, Mrs, Huntley,
Mrs. Luwe, M Newhart, Mrs. Demny, Mrs. Keyes, Miss Knudson, MNrs. YWorkman,

Duff, Mrs. Musser, Mrs. Cent, Mrs. Kinyon, Mrs, Wolf, Mrs.Stekmen, Mrs.
Peterson., Also Mrs. Collins and Miss Stier, staff members, Mrs. Bertlett and
Mrs.Beerd, as guests,

In the absence of the medretary, Mrs. Collins was sppointed secretary pro
tems IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Newhart, seconded by Mrs. Duff, that the
minutes be accepted without reading, inesmuch as they had been mailed to all
nembers.

Orgzanization

The dates and places of the eight fall confercnces were reported, and
boerd memners present who are lteing asked to preside at luncheon sessions or to

speak agreed to do so.

orized by the Board and theexecutive cormittee - Mrs, A B
Gislason, of New Ulm, &s cheirmen of the second consressional district; and
the following special advisers - Mrs. A B Anderson, Colleze League adviser,
o David H Bartlett, Woman Voter editor, Mrs, Harington Beard, civil gervice,
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Duff, seconded by Mrs., Demny, that the aforemen—
tioned appointments be made.
Finsnce

1

Mrs. Duff gave the treasurer's reports for June snd July, showing e

"

nce June 1st of $1,913,32, with receipts durine the month of 51,842,115

(including trensfer of funds to N W National Bank from the Midland Bank),

disbursements of $2,208.,79 (including transfer), lecving a balsnce June 30th

2

of 1,54 8, with bills payable estimated at $1,643,44: balance July 1lst of




$1,546.68, receipts during July of $97.89, disbursements of $517.84, le:
ance July 3lst of $1 644,57, with bills payable e stimated for
weust at § 84 This includes the pledge to the National League for
the months of April to Augzust inclusive, amounting to &1 416,67, IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Miss Britts, seconded by Mrs. Stekmen, that the report
be placed on file and the bills allowed.

Miss Mitchell told-of the improvements in office arrangements thathave
been made. Tnasmuch as the Leazue owns only one typewriter in good repair,
she recommenc ed a second typewriter be purchaseds The need foroffice
chairs snd 2 fan was 2lso brought out, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. -Kin-
yon, seconded by Miss Kmudson, that lirs. Duff be authorized to purchase
necessary office equipment.

Membership blanks, for use of local Leagues, which have been printed
by the state league, v ere reported to be ready for distribution.
Viss Mjtchell brought up the question of ordering appoinkment calencers

agein this yes It was sgreedthat approximately the same mumber be

ordered 28 were lest year, and that these be on sile-2t the fall confer=nces,

Mrs., Musser reported that the Albert Les Lese:ue had a2 $10 contribution
to send in for the Jene Grey Swisshelm Fund, as the result of their showing
of Mrs. Winter's houses.

Mrs. Musser reported on her work as finance leifﬂ?ﬂ.rShe has
meny letters to contributors for renewals, and hes had some fine resp
She requested that each board mem
one contact for a contribution. There wes discussion of
of approach to a prospective contributor. wes agreed that therecould
t

be no sel

rule, but that it was zlweys necessery to bring out in the inter-
view what the Leazue is trying to do and that it is not just working for

legislation, * Sincerity and the belief thet you have somethimgworth while

to "gell", are the most important factors, There was discussion of the




-3
treatment of finance a2t the fall conferences, and it was hoped that board mem-
bers would be able to report from personal experience.

It was zgreed that the best use of reprints of an editorial on the Lezasue
spnearing in the Nationsl Municipal Review would be with contributors. ttention
wes 2lso called to the article by Stanléy High, reprinted in the July Readess!
Digest, of which reprints are available, The use of these in local publicity
was brought out.

Conzressional Action

The request from the National Lezzue for active support of the resolutions

pending in the House and Senate for constitutional emendment to grant federal

suffrage the residents of the Iistrict of Colwmbis wes reported,//The Sumners

Resolutions (HJ 257) hesl been revnorted by the House Judiciary Committee, with an
smendment which womld suthorize Congress to- allow the District to be represented
not in the Senste. Letters have gone to Minnesota house members
from the Mimmesota Leazue, urging them to vote their support this resolution in
its original form; letters to the Senators have urgedtheir support of the King
Resolution (S J Res., 288) as introduced, Responses from two Minnesota members
already eived wer ad The letter from Representatige Knutsen brought up
several questions with refersence to this leszislation. //It was agreedthat a general
request £ letters should not bemade of all Lesgues, but that board member

write themselves and bring the matter to the attention of their loeal League

Anslysis of Perty Platforms

Mrs. Keyes gave a resume of the analysis mad y the National League of the
roposed by the Leazue on the merit system and tariff to the two national
There was considerabde discussion regarding the responsibility
ne resulting from the inclusion in the Republican platform of a plank

favorinz an equal rights smendment, Miss Mitchell reported that the National

Le=;ue hed refrained from offering & nlank in onposition "out of r espect for the

national perild under which the country rests," and the possibility that the
- o L 4 o

Republican Resolutions Committee, having no women members, did not fully




nd the nature of the plank they adopted. The National League, in

view of the action teken by the Republican convention, did speak on this
question before the Besolutions Comnmittee of the Democratic convention,.
There was considersble discussion of the denger and value of Leagzue
on this subject, and wheth here nld be active opposition &t
zive rise to the impression of partisenship on the
whether such active opposition could be postponed
until legéslation was under consideration. It was felt by some thzt this
would be a most imwortant campaign issue and mey well be used %o " swing
votes": by others that it should be soft-nedalled by the Leazue until
after the.election, as active opposition mizht be interpreted as taking
1t wes sgreed that the advice of the Nationel office

should be asked on this question.

Party Activity by Lesgue members endofficers

f how the Leazu
sarticipation inparty ccucuses, 2nd it was
to hold special meetings on this question

before the caucuses are heduled.

There wes discussion of League policy with reference to active
of cerdidates by League officers, amd it we agreed that an amysis
nreviouns Board decisions on this guestion be se to board memberse.

These are =8 follows:

1928 - Agreed that, while party work of =2 routine and spasmodic
haracter was comaotlole withofficial responsibility in the League,
it might be necessary occasion ally to rele=zse a Leasue off ficer to

.ive her whole effort to party worke.

32 - Agreed that partisan activity shonld never be carried on along
with her Lesgue ozf ce by those holding the presidency of the state
or a loecal Le: Ce It wae thot that for others the fact that some

wark for one candidate, some for another, is sufficient safeguard,

1T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Cant, seconded by Mirs. Stelman, that a

letter be sent from the State Board to Miss BElizabeth Lemson, former




staff member, who has recently married. Mrs, Cant and Mrs. Staokman were appointed

o draft such a let

llew material

Mrs. Gollins reported on new msterial from the National Leegue now ready for
distribution = the Awlward Age in Civil Service, the sixth Foreizn Policy Report,
as well asnew study outlines for the ABC of the USA, and Safepusirding Civil
Libertieixs.

The question of the Hsdiens policy of the National ILezzue in using pemphlets
sublished byother organizations was brought up, ascio whe ther it meant Lesague
endorsement of the publication.

Miss Britts reported on the progress of new material on civil service, the
lezislative Councily Mrs. Fraser on the manazement and care of the feeble Minded.

In connection with Lea-ue support of 2 legislative council for Mimmesota,

Miss Britts renorted on an interview she had with the suthor of a bill estzblish-

ine such 2 council in the last session. She reportedthat the suthor had intro-

tele the initistive in sponsoring sucl
It wes sgreed that the State Board should decide at the next
meeting whether or not to t ake responsibility for having such 2 billd rafted and
introduced. In the meantim, Miss Britts is to secure comments on the Kanses
law and the bill introduced in the last session.

Campaien schools

Following luncheon, Mic i Mrs.Workmen and Mrs. Petersonled the dis-
cussion on the use that could be mede by Leazues in Minnesota of the plans for
jaizn schools offereéd by the National League These plans contemplate the
discussion of three subjects - the representati 1, the role of political
parti md the conduct of foreign policy - to be offered at three sessions.
It was 2g I that probably few, if any Leasgues, in smell communities could

offer three sessions, open to the public, but various susgestions for using the

=]
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. o L

able

colleges throughout the state,

Phe possibility of considering it for 2 course at the Continuation Center at

sted.

F S R LR
was suggeste

the University

Conzressional

itled "Questiors on public

Miss Mitchell iomnaires, ti

ue for congressional candidates, h=ve been

contacted as in the past. A special committee,

consisting [rs.Stakmen, chairmen, Mrs, Beard and opointed to

nd recommend to the next Board with reference to questionns to and

consider
tes for state office and the legislature.

with reference to the suspensionof =

Education was reported, and its relation to civil service.
» ey
ek

vaorious criticisms of civil had been bro

ate
Resnectfully submitted,

K Collins, secretary pro tem

Corinne




The snnual meeting of the Minnesota League of Women Voters, Incorporated, wa
held Tuesday, September 3rd, 1940, beginning at 11300 o'clock, at the
Hempshire Arms Hotel. Present: Iliss .1ucnell, president, Dr, Ruth Boymton,
Mrs. Evarett Fraser, Mrs. Elwood Newhart, and Mrs. Herold G. Cant.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, secorded by Mrs. Newhart, that the
annus 1 meeting be postponed until some date b etween April lst and Masy 30th,
1940, the date to be set by the Board of Directors.

The mecting then adjourned into an executive commit tee meeting., Also

sresents Miss Horr and lirs, Collins.

Board appointment

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton, seconded by Mrs. Newhert, that the

name of Mrs,., John S Bauman, as special adviser on public information, be

recommended to the State Board.

Continuation Course

It was agreed that a course be sponsaed by the League 2t the Center for

Continuation Study at the University of Minnesota, based on the suzgestions

for campaign scl ools zs outlined by the National League. It was reported
dates are avai for a two-day conference the week of October 28th,

and it was agzreed .t the dates of Tyesday and Wednesday, October 22th

end 20th, be confirmed. It was agreed that Mrs, Stalmen be asked to Dbe

thairman of the Lezgue committee on program, or, if it were not possible

for her to do this, that Mrs., Fraser so serve; and that Miss Sinclair be

asked to serve, Possible participants that were suggested were John Gaus

and Mr. Christensen and Mr. Delttsch of the University of Minnesota,

It was sgreed that a letter should go from the treasurer to those Leagues
not visited by Miss Horr before their fall conference, so that they will
be ready to make their quota assumption after carefully consideridg the
suscestions made for increased assumptions.

Board members presiding at luncheon sessions are to be asked to preside
for the entire conference. It was zgreed that there should be no
limitation on attendance from Mpls. and St. Paul Le2zuese

Eoqual Rishts Amendment It was agreed that the League should give publicity
to its long time opposition to this proposel, in view of the recent action
of the Bus. and Prof, Women's group within the state, and that a statement be
gecured from Mrs. Iuwe to be used in publicity in connection with the board
meeting. It was suggested that she should use every opportumity to further
acquaint the membership with the League's stand, via the department letter,
the Woman Voter, and by other means. Any publicity should be divorced
entirely from nuxty platform statements on this question, or opposition of
specific groups by namé.

Pre-election It was agreed that special suggestions for pre-election
activities should be made to local Lesgues, and that Mrs. Winter be asked
to do this, .and mske further suggestions on nrn—eloct&on activities.

The $3§§ tiSEy of furnishing local Lesgues with a questionnaire to be
submitted to the candidetes for county commissioner, toghbher with a
suggested publicity release, was agreed to. Arter consultation with Mr.
dln.e, Director of the Dlvwslon of Socizl Welfare, it was agreed that such
2 questionnaire should be confined to biographical data, and one general
question, such as "Whet is your opinion &s to the place of the welfare
program in relation to all county servicest"

Regpectfully submitted,
Corinne K Collins




STATE BOARD MINUTES
September 13th, 1940

The rezular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minneso taleague of
Women Voters was held Friday, September 13th, 1940, at the Minneapolis, Y W C 4,
The meeting was called to order at 10 o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Denny, Mrs, Stakmen, Dr. Boynton, Miss Knudson,

Nelson, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs,Bartlett, Mrs. Beard, Miss Britts,

Sinclair, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Gislason, Mrs, Fleming, Mrs,Winter, Mrs,Gruenhagen,

Musser, Mrs. Morin, Mrs, Luwe and Mrs, Dalrymple. Also Miss Horr and Mrs,
Collins,

The minmutes of the previous meeting, having been mailed to all members, were
accepted without reading.

Finance
In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Collins geve the treasurer's report for

August, showing a balance August lst of $1 126.73, receipts during the month of

.23, disbursements of §1 971.24, leaving a balence August_Slst of $567.72,

with bills payable during September estimated at $660.20. IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs., Winter, seconded by Miss Knudson, that the treasurer's report be placed
file and the bills allowed.

Mrs, Musser, finance chairman, reported that she had not had much success

written asking for renewals of contributions, and that no names had
been turned over to her of prospective contributors. It was decided that where
possible such contributions be followed up by suitable representatives from the
local League. Each board member wag arain urged to contact at least one person
for a contribution,

Mrs, Musser suggested thet local Leagues be urged, when it is necessary to
have money-raising activities, to follow programs that were educational along
Leazue lines, he is plannihg a letter to go to locel finance chairmen. It
was felt that finance should become a more definite department of the League,

on a pap with the program departments, and that & stronger state organization




organization should be built up. Board members from Lesgues out in the state
were asked to take the Finance Work Sheets, prepared by the National Lsague,

discuss them with their local president, treasurer and finance chairman, and
recommend how they could best be used or adapted.

Miss Horr reported that at the one fall conference a2lready held, all but
oné of the Leagues represented assumed: the 25 per cent additional guota pledge
that has been suggested.

A contribution to the Jame Grey Swisshelm Fund from Miss Margaret Beggin,
forme r staff member, was reported,

Orzenization

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Musser, seconded by Mrs. Winter, that Mrs,
John S Beaumasn of Minneapolis be appointed special adviser to the board on publtiecl
information.

Miss Horr reported that she hadvisited 16 local Leorues.to dete, end attended
one fall conference. A new Le&zsue unit has been' orgzanized in Wﬁrthin;ton. The
Long Prairie League has written in that they may not contimme, tut it was de-
cided to postpone any vote on dropping the: group from the
until further contact could be made, If board members can mal
arranzements for calling an interested group tozether, it is of much help in
starting new Leag ang ssita only one field trip for organization pur-

DSE8. There were 82 persons at the first fall conference in Litchfield,
with all Ieszues invited attending, and good discussion.

The f local Leagues taking out memberships fin regional zroups
of the Minn. State Conference of Social Work was brought up. It was agreed that,
as has been past policy, Leagues should not teke out memberships in other or-

canizations having a constitutional and by-laws, but that individual League mem-

(o,
bers shendd join.

Miss Mitchell calledattention to the fact that department letters should be

sent out soon.




Pre-Election Astivities

A two day course at the Center for Continuation Study at the University of
be sponsored by the Mimmesota Lesgue, with discussion based on
paign School outline suzgested by the National League, is scheduled
joy and Wednesday, October 29th and Z0th., IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Britts, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, that the chair appoint a committee

to confer with the Continuation Center on speakers and program for the course.

Stakman apoointed chairman, with Miss fladys Sinclair and M Everett
f g ’ v

servinz on the committee,
ed that Leagues in smaller commnities are making use of
the campaiezn school outline for discussion in their own League xeet{ngs,
while others will cooperate with collezes in their district in putting on
such schools,
discussion of how the state Leazue
thought that information and help could come

fore primaries, and via state Leazue af ter election,
Mrs. Beard reported on the recommendations of the committee appointed to
consider questionnaires to candidates and other pre-election activities.

questionnaires have lost much of their effectiveness and

200d.. It was

service, that
a chance as it is for another four years rather than have any
R S IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Stakman,
conded by Miss Knudson, that this letter be sent to all the local Leegues

send to their candidates, signing it themselves to give it greater

weighte.
m

Mere was discussion of the need for giving leadership to local Lgazu

contacting cendidates for county commissioner. It was m=EE




encouraged to inte
seconded by
ith county commissioners, Mrs. Nelson and |
end give sugges
-oested that a e be prepared of su

with emphasis on duti and qualifications of the

ially county offices. Mrs.Winter was asked to assemble such.

Miss Sinclair reported again on Miss Wells' analysis of the objectives
of the Wm. Allen White Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies, and
how they coincide with the Lesgue program. Local branches of this committee
are now being organized in Minnesota, and it was zgreed that the heads of the
Minne&apolis ax 4 mmitte should be sent the Foreign Policy progr

of the League, and spaper publicity be given to the League!

Advance work on lecx itive program

Following discussion on Leacsue sponsorship of a bill to establishimx =a

legislative council, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mis itts, seconded by Mrs
Anderson, that suczgzestions for improvements

Johnson to the 1939 session be given to Mr, Johnson.

reported that a letter from Judge Carrcll has led her to believe

ciztion will have a bill introduced in the coming session to
common law marriag and that the Leagne should be prepared to support

is introduced creed that someone, in addition to Hrs. Luwe

ht not be able to attend, be ready to speak for such a bill
committee hearing.
It was czreed that the League should continue its educational work in

opposition to the EqualRights Amendment, without refercnce to party platform

committments ar action of other organizations
=




i
spoke on the various criticimms that have

civil service in Minnesota, covering

and

ies encountered with
reference to gqualifyinz exsminétionss.
Miss Mitchell celled attention to the Orientation Course prepared by
Miss Roach of the National staff. It was 2greed that this outline be
sent to all local Leagues, and charged on their running accounts.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhagen, secretary

STATE BOARD MEZTING
Octobe# 30th, 1940

The members of the State Board of the Miunnedota Leszue of Women Voters
fux ; |
were called together/Wednesday noom, October 30th,|/1940, at the Center for

Continuation Study at the UniveTrsity sota/ Miss Mitchell presiding,
sent: Miss Mitchell, Mps, Beard, Mrs, Hun ¥, Mrs, Bauman, Mrs, Newhart,

Stekman, Mrs, BartXYett and Mrs., Keyes IT WAS VOTED on motion of

Bartlett, seconded by Mrs., Bsuman, that the specizl meetinz be adjourned

to meet on the next regular date,

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins, secretary pro tem




STATE BCARD MINUTES
October 11, 1940
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STATE BOARD MINUTES
November 8th, 1940

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held Friday, November 8th, 1940, at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in
Minneapolis, beginning at ten o'clock, Mrs., Newhart presiding in Miss Mitchell's
absence, Present: Mrs, Newhart, Mrs., Denny, Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Gialason, Mrs,
Keyes, Mrs,Wolf, Mrs. Cant, Miss Knuison, Mrs. Workman, Mrs,Fraser, Miss Sinclair,
Mrs.,Anderson, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs, Beard, Mrs, Gruenhagen, Dr.,Boynton, Mrs,Bauman,
Mrs, Congdon, Also Mrs., Mathys of Minneapolis, and Mrs,.Schnobrick of New Ulm,
localGovernment and Its Operation chairmen; Miss Horr and Mrs. Collins, staff,

The mimites of the last meeting were read and approved, on motion of Mrs,
Congdon, seconded by Miss Knudson.

Finance
The treasurer's report was read by Mrs. Collins, in the absence of the

treasurer, showing a balance October lst of $990,15, receipts during the month

of $811,27, disbursements of $1,034.62, leaving a balance October 3lst of $766,.80,

with bills payable during November estimated at $963,43, IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs, Wolf, seconded by Mrs.Anderson, that the report be accepted and the bills
allowed.

Report given by Mrs. Collins on sale of material to the effect that already a
total of $556.00 has been sold during the fall, with severa??ggieta prepareé by
the Minnesota League running well over one thousand coples; a total of 8 790 copies
of 12 sheets,

Announcement was made of the new sheet being prepared by the Minneapolis Leacue
on federal civil service.

In the absence of the finance chairman, no report was given.

The National Finance Flash, consisting of a quotation from a letter from Miss
Mitchell to Miss Wells telling about fall conferences, was read.

It was found upon discussion that the National Finance Sheets were not in use

yet by the Leagues, It was suggested a discussion outline be prepared, . It was




agreed that the whole sets were not so practical for smaller leagues, but that
three or four pages should be selected and made into a simplified kit to be

uged by such smaller Leagues. Miss Knuison reported on St. Cloud League's work
on finance. The visit of Miss Pabst, national finance secretary, was announced.
She is to meet with the finance ad isory committee, will.confer with Minnesapolis,
St, Paul and Duluth, and will be present at the December state board meeting.
Mrs. Musser is planning to spend the.entire week.of December 9th with Miss Pabst
when she is in the state,

It was reported.that there was no contribution to the Jane Grey Swisshelm
Fund during the past month,

Organization

The letter of resignation from Miss Britts was read, telling how valuable she
1d felt the Leazue had been to her and .how much she would miss it.

There was discussion of methods of carrying on the department of Government
and Its Operation, It wes felt that as the heaviest work of the department was
already done and material out on the subjects, the department could be carried
temporarily by the department's advisory committee.. The members of this, com-
mittee are Mrs., Anderson and Mrs, Peterson, who are slready members of the
State Board, Mrs., Methys of Minneapolis and Mrs. Watson of Northfield. It was
reported that Miss Britts would still be &ble to give advice with reference to
county civil service bills, In this fashion the Department's work could be
carried on temporarily until Miss Britts feels able to come back,

Report from Miss Horr on new Leagues, Two recently orgenized Leagues in
Springfield and Annadale brings the list of local Leagues up to 60, The Spring-
field Broup was orgenized through the help of Mrs, CGiaslson. Annandale is a
small community, but importent as it is the only League in Wright County,

Towns are writing in #sking how League groups mey be organized, rather than

being solicited,

Mrs. Fleming reported on the membership increase in the Red Wing Lezgue,
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A letter was read from the Minneapolis, asking to have the 1941 state conven-
tion-in Minneapolis. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Anderson, seconded by Mrs,
Conzdon, that the invitation be accepted and the executive committee authorized
to set the exact date.

There wes discussion of the Members' Magezine., Board members felt it performs
a service in drawing the organization together as a whole. The desire was expressed
that it contein more information on how problems are met by various Lesgues.

Announcement was made on the contemplated changes in the‘National News Letter
which will be published at regular intervals,

Breparation for state legislation

Public Heelth NMursing A letter from the State Organization for Fublic Health
Nursing, enclosing copy of the bill for state aid for county nursing serwvice,
which is to be sponsored by the American Legion, was read, as well as a letter
commenting on this question from Mrs. Nelson., Discussed was deferred until the
December board meeting.

Legislative Council In the absence of Mrs, Watsomn, who has been making an
analysis of comments from various experts on the bill introduced in the 1939
session, Mrs. Newhart led discussion on this subject. Copy of the billhad
been sent to Nebraska, Kanses, Illinois, as well as to Dr. Short, and many
constructive comments had been made, The major suggestions were that the
bill should provide for a larger council, and that citizens should not be able
to eppear to present suggestions without advance permission. It was agreed
thet it be left to the executive committee, with the advice of the GIO Agisory
Committee, to determine what, if any, changes the League would wish to
recommend. Mrs., Newhart explained that while no one seemed to kmow definitely
the origin of ‘the bill which was introduced in 1939, the suggestionx had been
made to her that it might have come from the administration, together with

other bills streamlining state government, but was not pushed as it was felt

it should come from the legislators as it directly affects that branch of




.
government, It was agreed that other influential legislators, in addition te
Rollin Johnson, who introduced the bill in 1939, such as Mr, MacKinnon and Mr.
Hall, should be contacted to find out if they would be interested in introducing
and supporting such legislation.

It was agreed that recommended changes in the bill be reported to the
December board meeting (or in advance of the meeting if possible), end that an
analysis of the essential points in such a bill would be most helpful, particu-
larly in interviewing legislators on the subject.

Ramspeck Bill

The effort immediately preceding the election to increase interest in the

passage of the Ramspeck bill was reported. Mrs.Fleming reported on the interview

with Mr.Andresen, made by members of the Red Wing L.ague. Although Mr.Andresen

(the only Minnesota congressman voting against this measure) could not be con-

vinced of the league'e point of view on this legislation, the interview was
most friendly end worth while, Mrs, Cant reported on interviews made in
Minneapolis with incumbents and candidates.
Contimation School

Board members attending the course sponsored by the League at the Center
for Contimhation Study at the University the last week in October reported that
they felt it to have been better than any held. previously., Thirty sixpersons
attended, and it was agreed that attendance should not be too large for round
table discussion, Mjss Sinclair reported on the foreign policy dinmner, which
wee attended by ebout 35 persons,

Mrs.Denny called attention to the Women's Centennial Congress, meeting in
New York City the latter part of November, Board members were asked to give
her the names of any persons whom they thought might wish to attend.

Following luncheon, methods of interwiewing legislators on civil service
were discussed, with sample interviews,

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhagen, secretary




& meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota Leazue of Women Voters
was held at Mjss Mitchell's apartment in the Hampshire Arms Hotel, Tuesday,
December 3rd, 1940, Present: Miss Mjtchell, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs, Cant, Dr.
Boynton, and Mrs, Duff, Absent: Mrs, Wolf, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs. Fraser. Also
present, Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins,

State convention

The dates of Wedinesday and Thursday, May 14th and 15th, 1941, were set.

There was discussion of the Minneapolis League's holding its regular annual
meeting to coincide with these dates, which may mean that it will be impossible
to confine the State Convention entirely within these two dates,

legislation

There was discussion of a letter from the Public Health Nurses Associction with
refersnce to a bill, to be sponsored by the Americen Legion, to give assistance

to counties for public health nursing services. While decision on what
support can be given to such legislation by the Leazue must be postponed until
the legislative session, it was agreed that advice and suggestions should be
offered them.

Miss Horr reported on interviews with Lawrence Hall and George MacKinnon on
a legislative council bill., Mr, Hall expressed the opinion that there was a
chance for passage through at least one house of the legislature at the 1941
session. Rollin Johnson, Mrs, Paige and Mr. MacKinnon are to be asked to
be authors,. Senator Swenson has been written to, asking for an interview.
Mrs., Newhart repor$ied that she was working on essentials of such a law,

Miss Mitchell reported that Mrs, Mathys had agreed to serve as chairmen of the
edvisory committee of the Dept., of Government and Its Operation.

Congressional interviews

There was discussion of such interviews, particularly with the two new members
from Minnesota - Mr., O'Hara of the Second District and Mr, Gale of the Third,
It was agreed that Mrs., Emil Nelson of Hutchinson should be asked to interview
Mr, O'Hara, and that Mrs, Iuwe should also be asked to write or interview him
on the Equal Rights Amendment and Suffrage for the District of Columbia
particularly,.

Members of the Minnetonka Leazue are to be asked to interview Mr., Gale, Miss
Mitchell will write to Senator Ball.

Miss Mitchell reported that she hopes soon to have an interview with Governor
Stassen on legislation in which the League is interested,

Miss Mitchell and Mrs, Cant reported on their interview with Mr. Adams of the
Minneapolis Times-Tribune. He had suggested that a serles of letters go %o
editors in behalf of civil service.

There wes informal discussion of the representation of the State Federation of
Labor on the Civil Service Council.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins




STATE BOARD MINUTES
December 13th, 1940

The regulsr meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leasue of Women
Voters was held at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in Minneapolis, Friday, December 13th,
1940, beginning at 10 a.m., Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell,

Mes, Newhart, Mrs.Denny, Mrs, Gruenhagen, Mrs., Stakman, Dr. Boyntqn, Mrs, Dalrympls
Mre. Keyes, Mrs, Cant, Miss Knudson, Miss Sinclair, Mrs.Anderson, Mrs,Bartlett,
Mrs, Beard, Mrs., Bauman, Mrs, Duff, Mrs, Peterson, Mrs., Gislason, Mrs.Wolf, Mrs,
Fraser, and Mrs., Morin. Miss Pabst, national finance secretary, and Mrse P T
Watson, of Northfield, member of the Government and Its Operation advisory come
mittee, were present as guests, Staff members present: Mrs. Collins, Miss Horr

and Miss Struthers.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as corrected, The
correction was that two of the members of the Government and Its Operation Advisory
Committee, not already members of the state bozard, be asked to meet with the board,

Mrs, Duff gave the treasurer's report for the month of November, showing a
balance November lst of $766,80, receipts of $1 017,01, disbursements of $388,.48,
leaving a balance November 30th of $795.33, with bills payable during December
estimated at $882,43, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bauman, seconded by Mrs,

Anderson, that the report be accepted and the bills allowed,

Organization

The announcement was made by Miss Mitchell that the Long Prairie League
would have to be dropped for the time being as they were not living up to re-
quirements., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Miss Sinclair,
that affiliation be withdrawn from the Long Prairie League,

It was announced that the executive committee, as delegated by the board,
had set the dates for the 1941 state convention for Wednesday and Thursday,

Mpy l4th and 15th. The General Council meeting in Washington is scheduled for
May 6th, 7th and 8th. .

The recommerdation of the egecutive committee that Mrs.Robert M Crounse of
Minneapolis be appointed third vice president was revorted. IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs.Cant, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, that Mrs. Crounse be so appointed.

Miss Sinclair report on a letter from Mrs. Wright, national foreign policy

chairman, urging study of relations with .China, It was agreed that Miss Sinclair




should communicate with local foreign policy chairmen, urging immediate study of
this question, even though many mey have already begun study of Latin-American
relations as recently requested,

The meeting was then turned over to ™iss Bertha Pabst, national finance

who asked
secretary, Mrs, Duff, Mrs.Cent and -Mrs.Wolf to give.a short report of meetings
with her during the week, .They.stated that they felt their Leagués had been
exceedingly stimulated by their contact with Miss Pabst,

Miss Pabst explained in detail the National Finance Work-Sheets, and then
reported the suggestions she had made to the leagues in Minneapolis, St. Paul and
Duluth that they pebt their tudzet requirements,beyond membership dues, by
contributions secured over a two or three weeks' period, leaving the rest of the
year to be spent on program., This has been done successfully in other states. She
reported on her meeting with the Duluth Legazue, who are contemplating doubling
their budget to allow for an increased payment towerd the support of the sta e and
national leacues and for office space and assistance locally.

There was discussion of the Members! Megazine, with suzzestions for nossible
changes. | There was also discussion as towhether the $10,000 this magszine costs
could better be spent in sending out field workers. It was also felt that the
National League would help more by sendihg out more people and spendim less on
publications. Mise Pabst said that Miss Wells has alweys recommended .this. She
said that national publications receipts on the basis of prices charged do not
come within a third of paying for themselves if all expenses of workers is figured, |
Board members were asked to send in comments from their members on the magazine,

Preparation for gtate legislation

irs. Fraser reported on a conference she and Mrs. NHewhart had with Mr,
Finke, directod of welfare, on the new program of civil service for county welfare

workers which is required by the federal government where social security funds

are used, The Social Security Board has given final approval of the merit plan, .

which will not duplicate facilities of the state Civil Service Department buxt at

the same time will not be merged with it. The Civil Service Department is to




give the exsminations, set up classifications, and maintain eligible lists, The
Division of Welfare will have the final approval of the rules and regulations,

which will be sumitted to the special advisory committee of County Welfare Boards.
Personnel advisers will be appointed by the three urban counties, with one personnel
person serving the other 84, One half of the cost will be .refunded by the

federal government. There was discussion of the League's responsibility, which

was decided to be education of the public and watching the working out of the
system throughout the state. It appears that no legisliive action is needed,

Mrs. Fraser also reported on the survey made by the American Public Welfare
Association at the request of Governor Stassen, with reference to welfare adminis-
tration, This report recommends not having institutions separated from other
welfare services, but coordinated under a single director. Mrs., Fraser is to
make a careful analysis of the plan and the recommendations for legislative
action before the Jamuary meeting, so that the board can consider whether active
support should be given to any parts of the recommendation, It wes suggested
that the chart of the present set up might indicate proposed changes.

Lezislative Council

Mrs., Newhart reported on the seven essentials to be included in a good
legislative council bill, as recommended by herself, Mrs, Mathys a Mrs. Ewing,
on the basis of all available data, It wes agreed that these essentials should
be sent to all local Leasues so that they may analyze bills that may be intro-
duced on the basis of these essentials. It was agreed that pre-session inter-
views with legislators should cover only the need for further technical assis-
tance, leaving discussion of these essential points until later. Miss Horr
reported on progress in securing authors for this legislation, and that Mac-
Kinnon, Johnson and Mrs. Paige had already agreed to sponsor it in the House.
Senator Oscar Swenson is to Dbe interviewed with reference to introducing a Dbill

into the Senate. Miss Horr reported on an interview with Senator Orr by herself

and Mrs., Newhart. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Stakmen, seconded by Mrs,
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Duff, that the seven essentials as recommended b accepted and distributed to
locel. Leagues,

Mrs, Beard reported on civil service, stating that the new county welfare

system would require a great deal of their time and energy and that without a

~
{

proper budget would be very difficult; also because of shorteq?e of available

personnel. She also gave a report of the Civil Service Board's action on the
Carstater case, reporting that the Board found that the charges brought azainst
him were not supporied by the testimony submitted, and that they therefore had
ordered him reinstated. There was discussion ¢f the dismissal of Dr. Rockwell
ag head of the State Department of Education, whose position is not under ecivil
service, It was agreed that Board members should urge attendance at the public
hearing on his dismissal.

Mrs. Collins called attention to new Leagzue publications since the
previous month,

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhagen, Secretary




STATE BOARDMINUTES
January 10th, 1 9 4 1

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters was held at the Hampshire Arms Hotel, Minneapolis, Friday, January
10th, 1941, beginning at ten o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding, Present: Miss
Mitchell, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs, Denny, Mrs, Gruenhagen, Dr, Boynton, Mrs, Keyes,
Mrs. Grahame, Mrs, Cant, Eiss Knudson, Mrs, Workman, Mrs, Fraser, Mrs, Wright,
Mrs, Nelson, Miss Sinclair, Mrs. Luwe, Mrs, Anderson, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs,

Beard, Mrs, Bauman, Mrs, Dalrymple, Mrs, Huntley, Mrs, Fleming and Mre, Musser;
Mrs. Mathys and Mrs, Watson of the Government and Its Operation advisory com-
mittee, Miss Britts of Duluth, Miss Moskalik of Minneapolis, Miss Horr, Mrs,
Collins and Miss Struthers,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Beard, seconded by Mrs,Dalrymple, that the
minutes of the previous meeting, which had been meiled to all board members, be
approved without reading,

In the absence of the treasurer, Mrs, Collins gave the treasurer's report,
showing a balance December lst of $795,33, receipts during the monthof $1 633.23,
disbursements of $1 056,54, leaving a balance Deéember 3lst of $1 372,02, with
bills payable estimated at $778.82, 1IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Bauman,
seconded by Miss Knudson, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills
allowed, / Mrs. Collins reported an analysis of the treasurer's reports for the
first three months of the fiscal year showed that 32,23% of the budget estimate
of payments from local Leagues
/for the vear had been realized, 8% of the estimate for contributioms, with
Woman Voter and-educational meterial receipts and disbursements for the first
. quarter indicating an increase over the budget estimate for the year, Disburse-

ment items are all running close to the budget estimates for the quarter./

Miss Mitchell announced the regionel finance meeting planned by the National

. Leasue to be held in St, Louis on February l4th,

A contribation from Mrs, I M Nelson tothe JGS Fund was reported, She turned
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in to the fund her payment for expenses incurred in speaking at a fall conference,

Orgenization

A letter from Mrs. Winter #esigning as a director was read bythe secretary,
IT WAS VOTED that her resignation be accepted with regret, Miss Mitchell sug-
gestedthree names for the board to consider - Mrs, Hedin of Red Wing, Mrs,
Braasch of Rochester and Mrs.Dougherty of Austin, After discussion, IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mrs, Anderson, seconded by Mrs.Bartlett, that Mrs,Dougherty
be appointed to serve as a director.

Announcement was made of the mid-winter Presidents' Conference to be held
soon, andMiss Mitchell asked help from the board in securing a home in Minnea-
polis at which to hold this conference.

to be

Announcement was made of the College League boardmeeting/held in St., Paul
on Saturday, January 18th, at the home of Mrs.Anderson,

Mrs, Anderson read a letter from the recently organized college league at
the University of Minnesota, asking for affiliation with the Minnesota Leasue.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Bartlett, that this
group be granted affiliation,

The question of returning to the custom ofhaving an open boardmeeting in
February was brought up, but it was decided that it was not of sufficient value
80 entail the complications involved,

Legislative Work

Migs Mitchell announced that she was very pleased with the graphic and vivid
accounts oflegiclative interviews, and stated that the new Leagues had done a
very good job, Ten Leagues with members serving on the state board had not yet
reported on interviews, and board members wereurged to check with their presi-
dents to see that this was done, Miss Horr reported that there was much value
in the interviews as they madeher work easier, The legislators had been much
friendlier, even though they did not all agreewith our program. She felt that
even the new legislators were friendly to the Leasue and realized the value of

our work,.
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Civil Service Mrs, Beard reported that she has heard no word of opposition to

civil service as yet, but suggested that when complaints are made, we pin the
person down to the exact complaint, check with her, and report back,

The first annual report of the Civil Service Department has been published
and is available on loan at the League office, It may be possible for inter-
ested local Leagues to secure a copy by writing direct to the Department,

Mrs,Baumen reported on Civil Service Day, January 16th, and announced
that there would be radio programs over at least three Twin City statioms, and
that local Leasues with local stations also had been asked to plan forspecial
programs,

Legislative Council

Miss Horr annolinced that fiveauthors for the Legislative Council bill have
been secured in the House, but in the Senate it is more orless tentative, altho
it is hoped that Senators Lightuner andSweunson will agree to introduce it,

Attempts to determine the complete and exact cost ofinterim committees
during the past ten years have not so far been successful, but will be continued,
Inasmuch as the idea ofsuch a council isnew to many members of the legislature,
interviews are most essential,

Welfare Administration

Mrs, Nelson reported on the recent Minnesota Public Welfare Study made by
the American Public Welfare Assn,, with particular reference to the recommenda-
tions that institutional and other welfare services be more closely coordinated,
Board members were given mimeographed sheets outlining these proposed changes,
It was reported that while the Governor issympathetic to the propose changes,
it isnot sure whether this is the best time tourge that they be made, MNrs,
Fraser and Mrs., Nelson are to interview Mr, Finke and other welfare workesrs
before the next board meeting to get their reactions and report back to the
board, Dr, Boynton felt that changes would be beneficial enough to make upfor

the confusion that would ensue for a time,
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Miss Mitchell called attention to the legislative support policy which pro-
vides thatthere must be a two-thirds vote of the board, previous notice having
been ziven, to authorize active support of measures previously supported by the
Leagzue, but not enacted into law, 2nd not appearing on the current program,

Two lezislative matters fall into this category = abolishment of common law
marriage and extension of public health nursing services,

Mrs, Luwe reported that she had a letter from the State Bar Association,
saying that the Association is to introduce bills on all the proposals on its
legislative program, one of which jsthe abolishment of common law marriage.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Musser, seconded by MissSincleir, that authority
be given kmxfhmxmxszmkixExzomwikkmmxto authorize support of such a bill,

Mrs., Nelson gave a resume of the proposed bill for state aid for public
health nursing. The necessity for showing the economy of public health nursing
service was discussed, and it was suggested that local Leagues get information
as to what this program would save their individual counttes, Mrs, Nelson is
to prepare a letter on this gsubject to be sent to Social Welfare chairmen,

The American Legion is spomsoring this legislation, Many Leagues are ready,
through study, for support ofthis bill, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Deuny,
seconded by Mrs,Wright, to authorize support of the bill,

Discriminations against women One legislator has warned that many bills will

be introduced to discriminate against women and that we mast watch closely for
these,
Senator Mullin has been requested by the Industrial Commission to introduce
a bill on wages and hours similar to the federal act, =nd has asked to have this
bill looked over by the League, Mrs,Fraser agreed to confer with Senatorlullin, .
Mres, Wright reported on her plans for new study packet on public housing

for lowincome groups,which will be ready soon and which it is hoped will bring

out all points of view, .

The question was raised as to whether in public meetings on this subject
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there must be speakers presenting both sides of the question. It has been found
most difficult to obtein speakers against public housing. It was suggesbed that
we must be careful in our publicity to show that we are only studging the sub-
Ject, and Lea- es were urged to present arguments against housing in some way,
either by having their own members bringing out the questions or by an outside
speakers,

It was suggested that it may be necessary to consider the possibility of

limiting the number of voting delegates from the "hostess" Lesgu8 at a state

convention in order to more closely insure equal representation., This can be
done by the State Board and does not need smendment of the by-laws,
Congressional

Miss Sinclair read a letter from Miss Wells on the national policy in
forelign affairs, advising that the national board will decide what proposals
ghall be selected for support or opposition, taking into consideration the pre-
paredness of the League to support a given measure intelligently.

Statement by Senator Shipstead in response to inquiries from many Minnesota
citizens on his stand on foreign policy wmas read, It was agreed that Miss
Sinclair should write him that in view of his important position as a member
of the Foreign Relations Committee he should be further advised of the League's
stand which does not coincide with his, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Sinclair,
seconded by Mrs. Denny, that such a letter be sent. Miss Sinclair called
attention to the latest FPA bulletin on "Aid to Britain,"

Miss Mitchell read a letter from Mies Wells in which she suggested that
every member in the League was working for defense merely by supporting the
League and its program, and pointing out how the League can best cooperate with
local defense organizations, and how the League's program already £its in with
defense plans. It was agreed that the advice in this letter should be shared
with local Leasgue presidents.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, D orothy L Gruenhagen, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
February 14th, 1941

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Mimnnesota League of
Women Voters wes held Friday, February 1l4th, 1941, beginning at ten o'clock,
at the Hempshire Arms Hotel in Minneapolis, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present:

Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs, Denny, Mrs., Crounse, Mrs. Gruenhazen, Mrs.
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Stalkman, Dr. Boynton, Mrs.Cant, Miss Knudson, Mrs, Fraser, Miss Sinclair, Mrs.
Anderson, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs, Beard, Mrs, Baumen, Mrs, Morin and Mrs, Fleming.
Also present Mrs. Watson of Northfield, Mrs. Mathys of Minneapolis, Mrs, Pearce
of Red Wing, Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins and Miss Struthers.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Duff, seconded by Miss Knudson that the min-
utes be accented without reading, inasmuch as they had been mailed to members.
Finence

Mrs. Duff geve the treasurer's report, showing a balance January lst of
$1 372,02, receipts during the month of $1 029,44, disbursements of $842.95,
leaving a balance Januery 3lst of $1 558,51, with bills payable during Februery
estimated at $859.71. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Anderson, seconded by
Miss Sinclair, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed,
Mrs, Duff stated that Lea:ues were paying their Quotas’earlier and more regu-
larly,.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Cant, seconded by Mrs. Crounse, that the

fiscal year be changed to run from May lst to April 30th, to coincide more

closely with the fiscal year of the National Lea:ue and with our state conven-

tion year.

No contribution was made to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund during the previous
month,

Mrs. Cant reported on progress of the finence campaign in Minneapolis, stating
that plans were well under way, one committee formed and already working for
the larger contributions, and a large committee with about 100 workers will

solicit the smeller contributions., Duluth and St. Paul plans not yet completed.




Or zanization

Letter of resignation as state finance chairmen from Mrs, Musser wes read, .

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mrs, Newhart, to accent
this resignation with rezret. New appointment will be considered lsater.

A letter was read from Miss Wells stating that the Leazue had withdrawn from
the Cause and Cure of Waer Conference, as it was felt that the Leasue could
work better for the same aims Yy concentrating on its own progrem. This
action leaves local Leagues free o withdraw from local committees of the
Confersnce.

Miss Mitchell announced that the mid-winter President's Conference is to be
held at Mrse. Dalrymple's home on Mondzy, February 17th.

Mrs. Anderson extended an invitation to a ttend the dinner given by the
Ramsey County Leazue February 24th on the Legislative Council.

Mrs. Collins reported on News Letter subscriptions. According to the report
of the National Lesgue, the Minnesota Leszue has subscriptions for 9 per cent of .
the total membership, and reanks in tenth place in comparison with other Lgazgues
on this basis, This is slightly more than the minimum requirement of 1 to 15
members., Miss Sinclair susgested that all foreign policy cheirmen should take
the News Letter as there is so much valusble information on foreizn vpolicye.

1941-42 Program of Work

There wes some preliminary discussion of the program of work to be proposed
for the coming year. Dr. Boynton suggested the need for an extensive study
of the whole picture of heslth in the state. The sugzestion was made that sub-
jects dealing with structure and operation of government, which have been
stressed so heavily recently, might give way to a comprehensive welfare and .

health study.

Federal legislation

Miss Sinclair gave a report of the reactions of various Lesgues throughout

the state on the request for action on the lease-lend bill., While most of the




Lecgmes stated they had had heated debates on the subject, and reported individual
members opposed to the bill, only one Lesgzue, newly organized hzd "felt the bill
should not pass."

It was suggested that Senator Shipstead should be kept informed of the League's
stand on this legislation regerdless of his disagreement with it.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bartlett, seconded by Mrs. lMorin, that a letter
be sent from the State Board to Senator Ball commending his stand on the lease-
lend bill. Miss Sinclair was to write this, butit was slso suzgested that indi-
vidval members write him and slso to Mr. Pittinger of Duluth, who had voted for
the bill,

State legislation

Mrs, Newhart summerized some of the smendments to the civil service law

that have been introduced.

A report was made of the mesting of the Civil Service Council with the chair-
men and vice cheirmen of the House Civil Administration Committee, who expressed
themselves as believing strongly thet the civil service law should be given another
two years trial before emendments are mede, but that the greatest danger would come
from an inasdequate appropristion, and that compromise will be necessary. 4All
civil service bills are being referred to 2 special sub-committee,

Miss Mitchell reported that Senator Rockne is giving theCivil Service Council
an opportunity to appear before the Senate Finance Committee in behalf of the
civil service appropriation.

Mrs. Beard reported that departmentcrheads, in asking for increased eppro=-
pristions, zive as their reason the fact that civil service is increasing their
pay rolls. In fact, the total pay roll increase through the civil service pay
schedule would be only $22,000 out of 2 $15 million annual pay roll. The apparent
besis for the statements made by department heads are figuring in terms of the

recommendations of the L E C for freezing in salaries (which would incresse payroll

costs sbout $125,000); and assuming that salary increases are required rather




than permissive every six months., The Ci§11 Service Department has not been asked
to be present at these hearings on departmental budgets, and has had no opportunity .
to refute the claims made,

There was discussion of the need for expressiom of zeneral interest in .-
civil service, a2nd the suggestion was madethat the Governor be reached to make him ‘
realize that we expect him to stand steady on civil service. Editorials mighxl-
be clipped and sent to him.

Mrs. Mathys reported on her attempts to protest articles appearing-in oné-'
of the Twin City papers, damaging to civil service as they offer only midre-
presentations of fact and no refutation.

Mrs. Pezrce called attention to the fact that the recommenﬁatians of the
Interim Committee on Education are now completed. There was some further dis-
cussion of the Lecgue's interest in the Carstater and Rockwell -dismissal cases.

There is no responsibility in the latter case, inasmuch as the position is not

o

under civil service, and in the former case, Leasue members should feel an .

obligation to make it clear that the Civil Service Board conducted a fair hearing.

1kato Lecgue in sending a letter to the Governor regarding
[}

The action of the Mar
a woman member of the State Tgachers Colleze Board was reported
and discussed., Decision made that such action should have been routed through

the State Board.

Mrs. Watson analyzed the bill to establish a legiglative council. She gues-
tioned the advissbility of certain provisions, having.-to do with appointment of
council members, and particularly the section giving the council investigative
powers. It was reported that Dr, Short had been asked to comment on the bill,
but had been unable to do so as yet. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Mathys, .

principzal
seconded by Dr, Boynton, that the/authors of the bill be advised of the Lesgue's
approvel or disapproval of the various provisions.

Other legislation discussed includeds the bill to prohibit employment




of married women, which hed been killed in committee, and then brought on to the

floor of the how e through & minority report, which wes 2lso voted down, Miss
[\ Moscalik, lezel status chairmen for the Minneapolis League, had spoken sgainst

this bill a2t a2 commifee hearing; the bill to increase county commissioner

representation on County Welfare Boards, which will need much concentrated effort

“if it is to be defeated; the public health nursing bill, for which Mrs. Fraser

hes snoken before the Senste Public Health and House Public Welfare Committees

"“and which ié now before the finance committees where it is expecled there will
be real trouble, and the uniform licensing act which would abolish common law
marrigges.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Duff, that active
support be given sny of the above measures without executive committee action,

State Convention

Miss Mitchell reported that she had asked the Red Wing Leacue to be res-
ponsible for the Fireside Supner program. Board membzes were asked to be
considering program plans. The suggestion had been made that the final dinner
be an analysis of legislation.

ITWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Stakmen, seconded by Mrs, Bauman, that the
executive committee be authorized to appoint the chairmen of the Nominating
Commit tee,

Dr. Boynton, Mrs, Bemman end Mrs., Crounse were appointed to serve on a
committee to make recommendations to the next board with reference to the pro-
posed program of work.

Membership

A letter from Miss Wells with refercnce to the possibility of doubling the

League membership in Minnesota during the next sixteen months was read, Two

problems were brought up in this conn:ction - that of penalizing Leagues alrezdy
showing large increases, and the problem of absorbing members, which w_s felt

=

to be more important than securing them, The opinion was expressed that more
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lasting results are obtained if there is no s training, and a general feeling
against “membership drives" as such, and in favor of a combination of assimilation
and steady growth, Points to be considered are careful analysis of loss of .
members, some method of bridging the gulf between leaders and members, securing
members in a way that will insure their remr—inim as members, older members . V '
feeling a definite and individual responsibility towzrd newer members. It was
reported that this cuestion of increasing membership would be brought up at the

President's Conference.

The question of Lesgue representation on-the Citizens Committee on Public

School Finance was brought up. o meetings have been held recently to which

the Leszue was invited to send a renresentative, but arecent bulletin published
by the Committee lists the Leazue among the sponsoring organizations. There wes
discussion of the adviskabilityof the League's protesting its inclusion inasmuch

as no meetings have been reported to the Lea:ue. The opinion was expressed that

hough menyorgenizations have a definite responsibility for educationsl problems,.

it is not a prime responsibility of the League, although there is interest in it,.
IT WAS VOTED onmotion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by I:'.ré. Duff, that because we
heve suvéh a very limited program in the educr.-tibnel field,our neme be withdrawn
from the sponsorshin of the Citizens! Committee on Public School Finance in-
asmuch 2g the progrem is so broad.
Meeting ed journed.
Respectfully submitted,

Borothy L Gruenhazen, Secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota Lesgue of Women Voters
was held Wednesday, March 5th, 1941, at Miss Mitchell's =partment in the
Hampshire Arms Hotel., Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Duff, Mrs., Graheme,
Mrs,Cant, Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Fraser and Mrs., Newhart. Also Miss ‘Horr and

3

Mrs., Collinse.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Cant, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that Mrs,Gruenhsgen
be nemed chairmen of the Nominsting Committee for the state convention. It

was agreed that the selection of the remaining members of the committee repre-
senting by congressional districts be left to the president. Mrs,Cant and

Mrs, Grahame were asked to suggést members from Minnespolis and St. Psul who
might be asked to serve on this committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Cant, seconded by I'r. Boynton, that Mrs. Musser
be appointed tudget chairman, It wes sgreed that the plan followed recently of
having the State Finance Committee assist in the preparation of the proposed
budgzet be continued.

There was discussion of convention fees for non-delegstes. It was aggeed
that there should be a 25 cent asdmission charge for all non-delezates for
convention sessions and to hear talks following luncheons and dinner, but that
there should be no extra charge made on luncheon and dinner tickets for non-
delegates. Mrs.Cant asked the privilege of bringing this decision before her
executive cormittee to find out if there were eny sdverse reaction.

The most recent letters from Miss Wells with reference to the Lease-lend bill
was read, as well as the sugzestiong that Senator Bzll be commended for his
stand. The need for letters to Senator Shipstead against filibustering was
2lso brouzght out.

Members of the executive committee were asked to be giving careful thought to
the question of candidates for the various offices to be filled =t the state
convention. Miss Mitchell reported that Mrs. Dougherty of Austin, who had
been appointed by the board to fill the directorship now vacant,” had first
said she could not now accept the sppointment, but later word had come that
after her return from California she might feel well enough to accept. Miss
Mitchell suszzested that this be held open for the time being.

There was discussion of delegates to the General Council meeting in Washington
the first week in May, It was reported that Miss Gladys Sinclair might be able
to attend as one of the delegates, and Miss Mitchell, who is unatle to atterd
herself, felt the other delegate should be a person well informed on general
Leszue problems and organization.

It was agreed that Mrs. Denny should be asked to go cerefully through State Board
minutes to determine the exact affiliation of the State League with the
Citizens Committee on Public School Finance.

State Lezislation

There wes discussion of the possibility of a large public meeting on civil
service. Mrs, Grahame reported that the St. Paul ILeazue did not feel that it
could take the responsibility for the physical arrangements for such a meeting,
inssmich as so many of their members were working on the finance cempaign.,

Miss Mitchell asked the committee to consider whether the Leazsue should continue
its extremely hard task to meintain County Welfare Boards under their present
set~upe The proponents of the bill to put 2ll five county commissioners on
these boards are most active, and it was reported that members of the State




Division of Welfare had expressed themselves as believing the change un-
necessary snd not advisable, but not so serious as it might have been two
gears ago, or four years 2go when these boards were first established,

It was felt thet League members throughout the 'state had a very sincere
desire to see the continuence of the present arrangement, and that the
Leazue should not slacken its work acainst this proposal,

1t was reported thet the bill to sbolish common law marriages was before
the House this af ternoon.

It was reported that Representative Hart wes considering introducing a

bill effecting the =2dministration of the state minimum wage law for women
workers, Mrs. Fraser agreed to discuss this bill with Miss Burton of the
Industrial Commission. The bill is similar to that opposed by the Leazue
in the 1939 session. LT WAS VOTED that the ‘bill be opnosed by the League,
but not as a primery responsibility.

There wes discussion of the Legislative Council billes ™ It was reported that
Dr., Short felt it should not be supported by the Lesgue if it included the
clsuse giving lezislative investigative powers to the Council, which would
changze the entire character of the Council, and make it an investigative
rather than a research and fact-finding agency. It was agreed that &w wire
be sent to George MacKinnon, avthor of the bill, sayimgxkimxkxkihm expressing
the desire that he offer an smendment to chanze this section; otherwise

the bill could not have the support of the League.

The best methods of refuting false and incomplete statements appearing in
the press as made by various members of the legislature were distussed.
The possibility of an informal meeting with members of the press covering
legislative news was discussed. It was agreed that such a meeting should
be with the Civil Service Council, rather than just the Leazue.

There was discussion of state convention program., Dr. Boynton suggested
Dr. Thos. Magath of the Mayo Clinic as & speaker on public health., The
suzgestion was made that Mrs.Baldwin of the National Board be asked to
come for a meetings on the Lesgue and legislation, at which members of the
Minnesota legislature would also be asked to speak,

eting ad ,jOlll‘Iled.

Corinne K Collins, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
March 14, 1941

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota
Leazue of Women Voters was held at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in Minneaspolis,
Friday, March 14th, 1941, beginning at ten a,m., Miss Mitchell presiding.
Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs., Newhart, Mrs, Denny, Mrs.Crounse, Mrs. Gruenhagen,
Mrs., Duff, Mrs. Stakman, Dr, Boynton, Mrs Dalrymple, Mrs, Gislason, Mrs. Keyes,
Mrs, Wolf, Mrs. Cant, Miss Knudson, Mrs., Nelson, Miss Sinclair, Mrs, Anderson,
Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Beard, Mrs, Workmen, and Mrs, Wright., Also Mrs, Grahame,
Miss Horr, Mrs, Collins and Miss Struthers.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by Mrs. Grahame, that
the minutes stand approved as mailed out.
Finance

Mrs, Duff gawe the treasurer's report showing a balance February lst
of $1 558,51, receipts during the month of $808.60, disbursements of $921.75,
leaving a balance February 28th of 51 445,36, with bills payable during March
éstimated at $799.44, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Knudson, seconded by Mrs.
Crounse, that the report be accepted and the bills allowed. Mrs. Collins reported
an addition of 50 cents to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund from the Fergus Falls
League. The guestion was ralsed by Mré.cant as to whether it was wise to spend
the interest from this fund for general expenses, or whether it should be added
to the fund. This will be considered by the budget commit tee,

Organization

Miss Struthers amnnounced the organization of a new League at Le

Sueur, from a contact originally made last fall,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bartlett, seconded by Mrs.,Anderson,
that the resignation of Mrs, Huntley as chairman of the department of government
and education be accepted with regret. Appointment o0 fill the vacancy will be

considered at a later meeting.




Proposed Program of Work

Dr, Boynton, chairman of the committee appointed to consider recomendb

tions with reference to the proposed program of work for the coming year, said
that she and her committee had studied items for the program in relation to
national defense. It was their opinion that national defemme meant health ‘
and security of the citizens as well as guns for the soliders, They concluded
‘that the program could be grouped intootwo major divisions, 1) Continuing
repponsibility, such as civil service and edministration ef welfare, and 2) emphasis
on study items of public housing, social security,recreati on, public health, and
possibly labor relations and interstate trade barriers,

Open discussion followed, where it was generally agreed that this
was a good ap:;roach to the program, and the suggestion :u;};-ir{n;r\dtt%r that some general
statement on the need for preservation of civil rights, or acadmic freedom, and
for qualified persomnel be included. Attention was called to the fact that there
was no mention made of education which has such an important bearing on defense. .
There was gemeral agreement that some mention of education should be incauded,
"It was pointed out that authorization for the subject of recreation does not
appear on the-nrogrém of the National Lesgune, and themfore no guidsnce from
national headquarters could be expected. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr. Boynton,
seconded by Mrs, Dalrymple, that the further study of interstate trade barriers
he dropped for the coming year.

The suggestion was made thatprogram department chairmen ask local
Leagues to send back to them their conclusions on items for study.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Knudson, seconded by Mrs.Anderson,
that the Board authorize the special committee of three considering program ®
recommendations, to draw up the final wording of the proposed program taking

into consideration the suggestions made by the board. Mrs, Bartlett added to

serve on this committee, .

The question was brought up as toﬂether, if an enabling act for local
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housing authorities is passed by the present legislative session, local Leagues may
support the establishment of such authorities in their own communities, inasmuch
as public housing is not at present on the state support program, As this would
be solely a2 local problem, it could be undertaken by local Leacues as a local
project, but attention was called to the fact that if the convention decides
to give emphasis to this subject, it womwld encourage and assis; local Leagues in
such projects.

State legzislation

Mrs. Beard reported on the many threats being received by civil

gervice in this session of the legislature, stating that there were two diffi-
culties - certain leaders do not want civil service, and the mass of legisla® rs
have not studied the subject and can be convinced too ezsily that it isn't worke
ing and can't work,

She reviewed smendmente that have been introduced, particularly one
recommended to pass by the Senate Civil Administration - SF 611. This eamendment
in ite original form was not objectionable, inasmach 2s it put into effect the
vecommendations of the Legislative Emergency Committee with reference to wage
cuts, but as smended it wonld delay the classification plan until voted on by
the legislature which might mean such indefinite postponement as to cease opera~
tion of civil service entirely, She stated that civil service had many more
friends in the House than in the Senate, as evidenced by the fact that the
House Civil Administration Committee invited all department heads to appear
before them, while the Senate committee invited only those who had Qome criticisms
they wished to make., The Young amendment, to do away with the director and the
Civil Service Board, wae mentioned as being especially undesirable,

It was egreed that more and more letters to the legislators, getting
as many men as possible to write, concem rated within the next ten days or

two weeks, might turn the tide in favor of an adequgte appropristion and azainst
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eamendments, Letters to the chairman of the House Appropriations Committee with
reference to the appropriation are particularly desirzble,.

Miss Mitchell reported on a meeting of the Civil Sgrvice Council with
representativessof the press, and urged board members to take back to their
local Leazues the sugcestion that they contact their editors so that they will
surely print A P and direct releases on civil service which are being planned.

Miss Horr reported on the status of the bill to increase county com-
missioner representation on County Welfare Boards, and that tho the commissioners
are working hard to get their increase through, it mey be possible to defeat it
yet. She szid she felt it would be possible, if sufficient interest is shown
and expressed to members of the legislature to retain the present set up.

The common lew marriage bill has passed the House and been referred
to the Public Welfare Committee in the Senate. It has a chance of passa e.

Anesmendment to the present minimum wage law has beenintroduced,
whibh would tie the hands of the Industrial Commission in investigating wage
situations, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.Wright, seconded by Dr. Boynton,
that the League should oppose such suggested changes, at least by appearing at
hearings against them.

State convention plans

Miss Mitchell announced that Mrs. Musser had sgreed to serve as
chairman of the budget committee, as appdinted by the executive cormittee,
with the members of the state-wide finance advisory committee advising with
her. Mrs, Gruenhagen will act as chairman of the Nominating Cormittee. IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mrs, Stakmen, seconded by Mrs. Nelson, that the other members
of the comnittee from the congressional districts as recommended by invited to
serve, with alternative selections to be made by the mresident,

Mrs. Collins gave the tentative schedule of the convention, end there

was @iscussion of possible speakers, Mrs., Stakman agreed to serve as program

chairmen, She will consult with the Minneapolis Lesgue with reference to program
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plans for the first luncheon meeting, which follows the Minneapolis League ennual
meeting. The possibility of a speaker on public health was considered with Dr,
Magath of Rochester suggested. Tentative plans for the closing dimner are for a
discussion of the Leasve and lezislation on the federal, state and locallevels.

General Council Meeting

Hihss Mitchell announced that we may have 2 accredited delegates and
two accrddited visitors at the Council me-ting, and wanted suggestions of anyone
able to go. Mrs. Bartlett read excerpts of lettier from Miss Wells explaining that
the national pro.ream may be altered upon 2/3vote of the General Council. Pronosed
changes in the national program will be considered at the April meeting.

New material

Announcement made of the new Foreign Policy Quiz, and the suggestion made

that it be adapted for radio programs. A new Foreign Policy Association pamphlet on

America Re-Arms wes also announced. Miss Mitchexll reported that the League

material on housing in the state hadbeen used by committees in the House and
Senate in considering the proposed enabling act.
The analysis of the proposed National budget will be made at the
April Dboard meeting.
It was suggested that local Leagues must write letters of commendation
to their Senators who voted avainst the chanze in County Welfare Boards. :

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhazen, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
April 16th, 1941

The April meeting of the State Board of the Minnesotg League of
Women Voters was held on Wednesday, April 16th, 1941, instead of on the second
Friday in the month, in order not to confliét with God Fridsy. The meeting
wes held at the State Capitol, and folléwing a short time spment in the Senate
gallery, was called to order at 11 o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding,.
Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs. Gruenhagen, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Duff,
Mrs. Anderson. Mrs., Bartlett, Mrsi Workman, Miss Enudson, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs.
Peterson, Mre. Dougherty, Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Keyes, &#nd Mrs. Newhart,
Also, Miss Horr, Mrs. Collins, and Miss Struthers.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Apderson, seconded by Miss Knudson,
that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved without reading.

Mrs. Duff reported tha the Natlonal League is asking the Min-

nesota Leazue to assume again a pledge of $4,000 for the coming year,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Duff, seconded by Miss Knudson, that the

Minnesota League of Women Voters again pledge $4,000 toward the support

of the National League.

Contacts for possible new Leagues were reported in Welker and
Stillwater. Miss Horr is planning to go to Wlker the latter part of the
month and complete organization, amd Miss Stmthers has made preliminary
contacts in Stillwater.

Miss Mitchell reported that the two delegates and two visitors to
the General Council of the National League of Women Voters, from Minnesota,
are not yet definitely determined, with the possibility of Miss Sineclair's
driving and teking two or ‘three others with her, in which event the budget

item of $50.00 would be uded to meet car expense.




Proposed Program of Work

It was agreed that all proposed changes in the program of work
should be considered at the May pre-convention board meeting. Mrs. Peterson
expressed the desire for study mat erial on tazation. Some discussion of the
possibility of a specific program item on this subject. Mrs. Fleming reported
briefly on the findings of the Red Wing League in its study of household em-
ployment, and their interest in proposing the study of protective legislation
for household employees. It was announced that notice of proposed changes will
be given in the notice of the May board meet ing,

Miss Mjtchell reported that Mrs. Ireys of Minre apolis is planningz
to invite the State Board to hold its pre-convention board meeting, Tuesday even-
ing May 13th, at her home.

State Comvention

lrs. Stakman outlined the plans for the convention program. Mrs.

Cheek, national economic welfare chairmgn, will speak at the luncheon meeting on .
T g

the first day, following the Mjnneagolis annual meeting, and two other pre-conven-
tion seesions - Presidents' Conference and an all-department conference to be pre-
sided over by Dr. Boynton., The Red Wing League is taking charge of the program
for the Fireside Supper, with the place for this supper not yet determined, In-
quirles are being made to determine whether the University of Minnesota College
League could sponsor such a meeting atthe Minnesota Union. Plans for a luncheon
meeting on civil service for the gecond day are underway.. There was general dis-
cussion of plans for the final dinner, with the possibility of Dr. Herman Finer,
of the London Schddl of Economics, or a panel discussion on the trend of foreign
policy, perticipated in by locd persnns with possibly one additional from Wiscon- .
sin or Illinois, There seemed to be genersl agreement thet the discussion on

foreign policy would be prefersble,




Legislation
Miss Horr reported on the status of bill as follows:

The House is considering amendments to the Civil Service Law. No weaken-
ing amendments have been paased os far., In fact, the increase in the approp=-
riation for the Civil Service Department recommended by the Appropriations Com-
mittee is the énly amendment passged by the House.

Legislative Council bill has only a very slight chance of pagssage, even
by the House where it is on Genmeral Orders. Work by the League in behalf of
this bill was held up pending the removal of the section granting investigzat-
ing powers,

County Welfare Boards The bill to place all five county comdssioners on these

boards has been adopted by both houses. It was agreed that it was inereasingly

important for local Leagues to submit panels of names for consideration as lay

members, and to match closely the functioning of these boards.

Common Law Marrigse This bill, which has passed the House, and is on Ganeral
Orders in the Senate, and may be reached before the end of the session. Letters
to Senators in its behalf would be helpful.

Minimum Wage The bill changing the administration provisions for the nresent
law for women and minors was finally indefinitely postponed by = close vote,

Ald to Dependént Childrem The status of the bill to re-apportion federal funds

on the same vasis of present apportionment of 01d Age Agsistance waes discussed.

Meeting adjourned, with board members to talk with their own Senators and

Representatives in bahalf of legislation of interest to the League,

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K. Collins,
Secretary - pro tem




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held April 29th, 1941, at Miss Mitchell's apartment. Present: Miss Mj tchell,
Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs.Fraser, Mrs., Cant and Mrs. Duff, Also Mrs, Collins
and Miss Horr, and Mrs,., Stakman.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wolf, seconded by Dr.Boynton, that the registration
fee for the state convention again be set at 50 cents,

There was discussion of the advisability of restricting the number of delegates.
No decision reached with reference to any change at the present time, IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mrs., Cent, seconded by Dr, Boynton, that allatment of creden-
tials be made as in previous years,

There was discussion of delezates to the General Council meeting in Washington.
It was agreed that Mrs. Bartlett and Mrs.Brooks, members of the State Board,
should go as delegates, with Mrs, Bartlett serving as proxy for the state
president; with Mrs, McQuarrie and one other to g as visitors, It was agreed
that the fund in the budget should be egually divided among those attending

the Council meeting.

State convention

Program plans for the convention were outlined. Plans were reported nearly completed
for the two luncheon meetings, but that the program for the final dinner was
still indefinite, Tnasmuch=as several speakers from outside the state, such -
as Br. Quiney Wright, and Mr, Clifford Utley, were not able to accept invita~-
tions to participate in the panel on the trend of foreign policy, it was agreed
that Dr. Deutsch of the University of Mimnesota, be aske@ to participate;
that someone, with Mr. Upgren of the University of Minnesota mentioned as first
«choice, to present economic aspects; and that Mrs, Paul Douglas, of Chicago,
foreign policy chairman for the Illinois League, be 1nV1ted to sneak from the |,
point of view of the LWV,
Finance £
There wes discussion of the budget, and how the "expansion" item, included in the
present budget might be met so that it could be drawn upon. The first possi-
bility was felt to be that of bringing up to "full quota" those Leagues that
have not yet been able to meet this responsibility. Another possibility is
that of securing contributions from individuals through the local Leagues, such
contributions to be over and above their quota pledges. A special campaign
period in the fall might stimlate Leagues to secure such contributions,

Board vacancies Inasmuch as there are two vacancies in department cheirmanships,
Govt. and Its Operation, end Education, there was discussion of possibilities

for these positions. It was suggested that some member of the Rochester League
might be a possibility for the Education chaimmanship, and that Mrs. Mathys be
esked if she would consider accepting the GIO chairmanship, There are at
present two vacancies to be filled by election - that of, second vice president,
and one directorship. The possibilities of a candidate for the former position
from St. Panl, were considered, ihmx Miss Mitchell expressing the opinion that
vice presidents who lived near state headquarters and could come in to the office
easily, would be of the most assistance. Mrs,Carter of the Minnetonka Lesgue
was mentioned as a possibility, with Mrs, Steele of Duluth as a possible
director,

Program of Work Miss Mitchell asked members of the executive committee to be




considering changes which have so far been proposed, including the ommission

of recreational services, the addition of household employment, and the proposed
constitutional amendment for publication of charter changes in home rule

cities. There was considerable discussion of the relation of local

programs of work to the state program of work,

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne K Collins




STATE BOARD MINUTES
May 13, 1941

The regular pre-convention meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota
League of Women Voters was held Tuesday, May 13th, 1941, at the hoﬁe of Mrs,
C G Ireys in Minneapolis, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mjtchell,
Mrs. Newhart, Mrs., Denny, Mrs, Crounse, Mrs, CGpuenhagen, Mrs, Duff, Mrs.
Staknan, Dr. Boynton, Mrs, Dalrymple, Mrs. Dougherty, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Wolf,
Miss Knudson, Mrs. Workman, Mrs., Congdon, Mrs, Nelson, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs.
Wright, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs.Anderson, Mrs., Cgnt, Mrs, Beard, Mrs. Bartlett,
Mrs, Peterson and Mrs, Morin, Also Mfs. Musser, Mrs, Mathys and Mrs., Watson
of the GIO Advisory Committee, Miss Horr, Mrs, Collins, Miss Struthers and
Miss Smiley.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mrs. Duff gave the treasurer's report for the month of April, reporting a
balance April lst of $1 258.46, receipts during the month of $1 162.32, dis-
bursements of $1 090,56, leaving & balance April 20th of $1 330.21, The

umusually large balance is accounted for by the fact that so many Lezsgues have

already paid their full quota assumed for the year ending September 30th.

Leazues paying more than 7/12 of their pledges have had that amount credited
on their pledge for the new fiscal year beginning Hay ls t.

Mrs, Workmandreported a $5.00 contribution to the Jene Grey Swisshelm Fund
from herself and the Tracy League,

Miss Mitchell reported that Mrs, Newhart was willing to accept the chair-
mansip of the Department of Government and Its Operation, resigning from her
position as first vice president to do so; that Mrs, Morin would accept the
chairman of Government and Education; and that Mrs, Musser was willing to be
re-appoint ed Finance Chairman. She reported.that other chairmen were willing
to accept re-appointment: rs, Nelson and Mrs, Fraser, Social Welfare; Mrs,
Wright, Economic Welfare; Mrs. Luwe, Legal Status of Women, and Mrs. Brooks,

Foreign Policy. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Anderson, seconded by Mrs,
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Mathys, that these appointments be confirmed.
Mrs, Gruenhagen reported on possibilities being consideped by the Nominating .
Commi ttee.
Miss Horr reported the organization of a new League in Walker,
Budget ‘.
ﬁrs. Duff, at the request of.Mrs. Musser, budget chairman, reviewed the
budget that has beén drawn up for ﬁresentatien to the convention, While the
toﬁai amount is only slightly higher than thé previous budget, there is some
difference in fhe allocation of items; All contribﬁtions from citizena in
conmuniﬂa in which there are local Leagues wili be crédited to the reSpéctive
League, over and above the quoia pledge made by the League. This will give
a truer picture of the financial support of the community. The proposed
contribution item in the budget includes only contributions from persons
outside the state or in places where there are no local Leames. Mrs; Duff
reported.that less than ten Leagues have ever asked for contributions from
citizens. fhe "expansion" item appearing in last year's bulget was never
drawn upon, and this item is allocated in the proposed budget.
.IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs. Nelson, that the

budget, totalling $10 350,00, as proposed be submitted to the convention.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Musser, seconded by Mrs., Stakman, that

Mrs, Denny, be appointed an honorary director.

Program of Work

in relation to defense
The seven point progrem/from the General Council was read.

It was reported that the Red Wing League and scattered Leazue members else-
where have requested thaf the study of Household Employment be included on the
program, IT WAS MOVED b& Mrs, Wright, seconded by Mrs, Wolf that "Improved
conditions of work, wages and hours for household employees" be submitted to
the convention for study during the coming year. After discussion, motion was

lost. It was felt that this subject did not have much to do with government,
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also that there was much work to be done in seeing that existing minimum wagel and
hour laws were enforced in the state. It was brought out that Leagues could
study this question if théy wished, and that it might well be considered in rela-
tion to extension of the Social Security Act.

A request from the exséutive committee of the Mihneapolis League to consider thke
addition of an item which would cover the study of the question of federal aid
for relief was present. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Fraser, seconded by Mrs,
Dalrymple, that relief, recognized as a long time concern of go#ernment, with co-
ordinated responsibility,federal, state and local, for financing and administration,
be presented to the convention - with the undefstanding that a simpler wording be
suggested,

The éesirability of inciuding authorization for study of the constitutional
amendment with reference to publication procedure of proposed charter ameniments in
home rule cities, so that it mighf be supported at the next election, was discussed.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Newhart, seconded by Mrs, Crounse that this amend-
ment be put on the program for study.

The request for a specific tax item, rather than the zeneral statement under
policy, was brought up, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Newhart, seconded by Mrs.
Peterson, that tamation be added to the program for special attention.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wright, seconded by Mrs. Congdon, that the
item "Labor Relations Legislation" be changed to read "Labor Relations, Legislation
and Agministration,®

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Bartlett, seconded by Mrs, Stakman, that the
establishment of alegislative council for Minnesota be included as a continuing

| responsibility.

IT WAS VOTED 6n motion of Mrs, Nelson, seconded by Dr. Boynton, that the words

.“and. public recreational" be omitted from the item "Ejucational and public

recreational services,"




Mrs,Wright brought up the question of including the sfudy of farm 2ids on the

program, as being of particular interest to the state. IT WAS VOTED on motion .

of Mrs. Wright, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that this be added,
Convention

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Dr, Boynton, seconded by Mrs, Congdon, that the &
election ofofficers be vive voce unless there are nominations by petition, The
convention program wes reviewed, and special responsibilities were delezates to
varibus board members.

General Council

Mrs, Musser, Mrs, Bartlett and Mrs, Brooks, who had attended the General Council
meeting in Washington, gave highlights of the meeting, and told of the campaign
to arouse public opinion to "Win the Battle of Production,” |
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy I, Gruenhagen,

Secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Mimnesota League of Women Vot ers
was held Wednesday, May 2lst, 1941, at Mgxxxh the Hampshire Arms Hotel.
Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Cant, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Keyes, Mrs, Wolf,

Dr. Boynton, and the newly elected presidents of the Minneapolid and St.
Peul Leagues - Mrs. McQuarrie and Mrs. Grahame. Also Miss Horr and Mrs,
Collins,

"Battle of Production" campaign

Suggzestions have now been received from the National League for putting on
this cempaign. Plans were reported already under way for six simul taneous
meetings, set for June 3rd, when local Leagues would send representatives
to discuss how campaign could be put on in their own communities, It was
agreed that an intensive two week period should be set. Yartous possi-
bilities for a state campaign chairman were considered, and it was finally
left to Miss Mitchell to follow up these possibilities, although it was
egreed that time should not De lost in securing a chairman but plans should
be carried forward immediatelye.

There was discussion of the order of the items appearing on the program
of work under "special attention, and it was agreed that insofar as
possible these follow the same order as the items on the 7-point program
agreed to at the General Council meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Corifne K Collins




STATE BOARD MINUTES
June 13th, 1941

A regular meeting of the State Board of the Mimnesota League of Women
Voters was held Friday, June 13th, 1941, begiming at 10 o'clock, st the
Hampshire Arms Hotel in Minneapolis, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss
Mitchell, Mrs. Duff, Mrs. Stekmen, Mrs, Cant, Mrs, Witherstine, Mrs. Keyes,

Miss Ehu&son, Mrs; Brooks, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs. Beard, Mré. Carter, Mrs. Fleming,
Mré. Nelson, Mrs, fraser and Mré. Luwe., Presént as guesfs were Mrs, Einar Ander-
son of the Mimnespolis League, Mrs, ?oss of the California League, Misé Esther
Medalie, holder of the Ueland fellowship for 1940-41, Staff members - Mies

Horr, Mrs., Collins and Mrs., Struthers.

In the abseﬁce of the secretary, Mrs. Collins was appointed secretary
pro tem. Mrse Duff resd the minutes of the previous meeting, which were approved,
IT WAS VOTED on motion éf Mrs, Duff, seconded by Mrs, Brooks, that the follow-
inz special advisers be re-appointed: Mrs, Bartlett as Woman Voter editor, Mrs.
Anderson, as College League adviser, and Mrs, ﬁeard, civil service.

Finance

Mrs, Duff gave the treasurer's report, showing a balance May lst of

$1 330,21, receipts during May of $1 526,63, disbursements of $1 255,49, leaving

a balance May 3lst of $1 601,36, with bills payable for June estimated at
$856,20., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Brooks, seconded by Mrs, Carter, that
the report be accepted and the bills allowed.

A contribution from the Wabasha Leagzue of $5.00 to the Jane Grey
Swisshelm Fund was reported,

QOrganization

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Brooks, seconded by Mjss Knudson, that
Mrs. Newhart's resignation ésoa viee president, in order to accept the appoint-
ment as Govermnment and Its Operation chairman, be accepted, Miss Mitchell

asked that board members make suggestions of possibilities to fill the vacancy.




There was discussion of the personnel of the executive committee,
It was agreed that in addition to the presidents of the two large city Leagues,
Minneapolis and St. Paul, it was advisable that either the treasurer or finance
cheirman be a member, that the two vice presidents should serve, and that
one director and a department chairman serve. Suggestions made on this basis

were as follows: Mrs. McQuarrie, Minneapolis president, Mrs, Grahame, Ramsey

County president, Mrs, Duff, Mrs. Crounse, Mrs, Carter, Mrs, Newhart and Dr.

Boynton. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cant, seconded by ﬁrs. Beard, tat
those nemed above serve as the executive coﬁmittee, in addition to the president.

The advisability of continuing meetings at the Hampshire Arms Hotel
was discussed and it was agreed no change should be made.

It was reported that invitations have gone out to seven Leagues, ask-
ing them to be hostess for one of the fall conferences.

The selection of Chicago for the next ﬁational convention, April 27th
to Mey 1lst, 1942, was announced.

A.letter was read from fhe National League, requesting action with
peference to a rider that had been attached by the House to the National
Youth Administration appropriation bill, providing that none of its money
shall be used for salaries for employées under civil service, in direct con-
tradiction to the Ramspeck Act passed last fall, .It was agreed that this re-
quest should be passed op to local Leaﬁues, and that letters should go from
the State Board, urging Senators fo oppose the adoption by the Senate ofthis
provision, and to Congréssmen protesting the House adoption, sueh-stetemen’

these communications to be given publicitye.

Battle of Procduction Campaign
Various board members who had attended one of the six regional confer-
ences held on June 3rd, to discuss plans for the campaign, reported on the

several meetings. It was announced that previous to these meetings a gspecial




radio talk had been prepared and sent to all Leagues in communities where there
were locel radio stations, with the request that the program be broadcast June
3rd, if possit Reports indicate that in most instances this was done,

Mrs. lelson reported that at the Springfield conference there was a need
exoressed for & background statement of the trend of the Leazue's interest in
foreign policy. Mrs. Anderson, campaign chairman for the Minneapolis Leagzue,
reported that their interpretation of the campaign has been that its purpose
was to educate people on the immensity and urgency of the defense program
and the need for unity and civilian responsibility for the program.

There was discussion of t he focus of the campaigh. Difficulties encountered
seemed to fall into two categories: danger of "taking sides" between capital
and labor, and lack of sympathy with the principles of the lease-lend act.
Only one community has been reported where feeling is so strong on the question
of the lease-lend act that it is extremely doubtful whether the Leasgue should
participate in the campaign.

The possibility of carrying on the campaign without tying it up with the
lease-lend act was discussed, It was agreed that local Leagzue boards should
use their own juigment as to how far this angle should be stressed in their
own communities, but that emphasis should skewdd be placed on those questions
thet unify us rather than those that separate us., It was brought out that
while people mgy divide on what should be the next step, they can unite on
the Battle of Production.

Some members expressed the opinion that they thought the flier was

emotional and out of place. The point was made that the flier was more

suitable for distribution after the necessary backgroundhas been laid.

There wes discussion of plans for public meetings. It was agreed that
a cquestion period was probably inadvisal at large meetings.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of M : s ded by Mrs ff, that copies

of the pamphlet be sent, at no cost, to state members,




State convention

Sugzestions made with reference to immroving the convention included a
more suitable room for discussion for business sessions, the Fireside Suppe
as the closing event, and the adoption of the program of work at = morning
session, It was agresd thet too many important proposzls for changes in the
program of work were brought up at the last minute, and that written ballots
at the pre-convention board meeting would be advisable.

Mrs., Cheek's comment was read, as well as a letter from Mrs, Douglas with
reference to the foreign policy discussion, which she felt unfortunate inasmuch
as the League course has passed the discussion point. It was agreed that there
might well be even more careful analysis made of participsnts in such a forum,
wifh closer contact with the speakers in advance, and that it was inadvisable
to have the closing session of the convention deal with 2 controversizl subject.

The ﬁossibility of holding the convention outside the Twin Cities, and on
an earlier date, was considered briefly - no decision made.

Support material for Program of Work

Develomments in civil service and welfare administration will be covered.,
It was egreed that further research might be done by the Govermment and Its
Operation chairman on the subject of Legislative Councils, covering such ques-
tions as cost of present interim committees, type of reports made by such
Councils in other states, before a definite decision is rezched as to whether
additional study material is needed, or whether suggestions included in a
department letter would be sufficient.

z . i A A

With reference to those items under specizl emphasis, w4tk dovetail with
items on the 7-point program selected by the General Council, it was agreed
that definite plans for state publications might in certain instances wait
until it was lmown what new National Leazue publications in these fields would

be available, and when, and probably supplement such materizl with facts parti-

cularly with reference to the local situation. It was agreed that a sheet on




qualifications of county superintendents wouldbe useful, and Miss Kmudson

offered to assist Mrs, Morin in the preperation of such mzt erial. Mrs. Helson

is planninz some question sheets on social security end public health services,

which will tie together past study of these gquestidns, particularly with refer-
ence to local communities. As the material on public housing prepared in the
spring has not been widely used as yet, it was felt that further material on
this ouestion might be postponed, Mrs. Fraser reported that she isconsidering
material which would give a background for understanding of federal, state and
local coordination in financing and administration of relief. Mrs.Brooks will
plan acein to supplement National League foreign policy publications with any
needee material of local signifieance, end to suzgest special periodicel
references.

Respect ully submitted,

Corimme X Collins,

Secretery pro tem




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was held Wednesday, June 25th, 1941, at Myss Mjtchell's apartment at the
Hempshire Arms Hotel. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs. McQuarrie, Mrs. Crounse,
Dr. Boynton, Mrs, Carter, and Mrs. Newhart. urs

During Miss Mitchell's absence during July, Mrs. Crounse and Mrs. Carter agreed
to share executive responsibility.

k letter from Miss Wells, dated June 23rd, with reference to the particular
responsibility of Lhe League of Women Voters at this time and its relation to
various civilien defense plans, was read, It was agreed that excerpts from
this letter should be! sent to all local League presiéents, combined with
information on the defense set-up on Minnesota.

It was agreed that the September issue of the Women Yoter should be given over
_ to an explanation of the items on the program of work for the coming year,
“Depatment chairmen are to be furnished with an outline to follow in prepar-
ing the explanation.

An invisation from Mrs. Carter to hold the August board meeting at her home
at Northome was accepted.

There was discussion of division of responsibility among various board members,
With reference to division of such responsifility on civil service, it was agreed
that Mrs. Cant, as a direcotr with the portfolio of civil service, would be re-
sponsible for general promotion of this subject, both within the League and with
the general public, me well as respresenting the League on the Civil Service
Council; that Mrs. Beard is a special civil service adviser; and that all meter-
ial on civil service should clear through Mrs. Newhart, as Govt. and Its Operation
chairman, even though she mey not be directly responsible for the preparation of
the material,

It was agreed that Mrs. Carter would serve in a public relations capacity,

and that Mrs. Crounse would continue in her relationship with local Lesgues.
There was discussion of board members who might berve on the reading committee
for all League publications, and it was agreed that Mrs. Stakman should be
asked to read Xk all such material for policy, and that Mrs. Dalrymple should
be asked to read it for iimeliness cla 3k, et@s 1t was agreed that district
chairmen should be assisted in taking/éesponsibility for Leagues within their
districts,

Respectflully submitted,

Corinne K Collins, Secretary.




STATE BOARD MINUTES
Aogust 8th, 1941

The regular monthly meetingof the Minnesota League of Women Voters was held
Fridey, August 8th, 1941, at the home of Mrs, Cuthbert S Carter at Lake Minnetonks
beginning at 10:30, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell, Mrs,
Carter, Mys., Duff, Mrs., Dalrymple, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs. McQuarrie, Mrs, Grahame,
Miss EKnudson, Mrs. Newhert, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs, Anderson, Mrs. Beard, Mrs; Morin,
Mrs, Cant and Mrs, Iuwe., Staff member - Mrs. Collins

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Dalrymple, seconded by Mrs, Beard, thet the
mimtes of the previous meeting be approved without reading, inasmuch as they
were mailed to all members,

Mrs, Duff gave the treasurer's report for the months of June and July, as
follows: Balance, June lst, $1 601,35, receipts during June of $617,18,
disbursements of $798,91, leaving a balance June 30th, of §1 419,62, receipts
during July of $402.15, disbursements of $879.34, leaving a balance July 3lst
of $942,43, ®ith bills payable during August estimated at $606,96, IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Carter, seconded by Mrs. Morin, that the reports be accepted
and the bills allowed,

There was discussion of the advisability of investing the Jane Grey Swiss-
helm Fund in defense bonds. It was agreed that the treasurer should discuss
this possibility with the trustees. It was reported that one of the trustees -
Mr, John Ireys - had moved from the state,

There was discussion of the relationship of the League to the promotion of

the sale of defense bondse It was agreed that the League might publigh a

"penny sheet" on the financing of defense, including defense bonds. It was
agreed that local Leagues could cooperate in arousing interest in these bomis
throughout their membership, but that it was not an obligation of the League to
contact the general public,

4 letter from Miss Wells with reference to “next steps" in the Battle of

Production campaign was read, There was considerable discussion of the
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effectiveness of the campaign in Minnesota, and the need for contiming,
The difficulty of arousing interest in Minnesota was discussed, and the reason
for such lack of interest. It was agreed that the fall conferences, scheduled
throughout the state during September and October, would offer excellent oppor-
tunities for discussion of the points brought out in Miss Wells' letter.
Fall Conferences

Mrs. Collins read the schedule for fall conferences, the first to be held
in Leke City on September 2nd, and the final one in Geylord on October 3lst.
The plan to devote the morning discussion at these conferences to Welinics"
on the Battle of Production was agreed upon, to be followed by concrete advice
and illustration on how to apply the program, Board members were asked to
signify their willingness to attend such conferences.

A facent letter from Miss Wells with_reference to the National Board's

in the pending tax bill

decision on the question of joint income tax returns/waa read, Several board
members reported that they had had inquiries on this matter, although only
one communication on the subject has been received in the office, HNrs
Dalrymple reportelon a letter on this subject from Senator Bal‘I. Mrs. Iuwe
stated that she did not feel that joint returns were necessarily a discrimina-

tion against women, but that the family should be considered as the important

unit,. Copy of the letter is to be made available to Leagues where this

question may come up.

New material on the Program of Work

There was further discussion on what material should be prepared. In this
connection, it was felt that the programs of local Leégues should be kept
most flexible this year, and that the Woman Voter should be used increasingly
as a medium for getting information to members on program subjects.

The plan, proposed by the executive committee, for giving over the
September issue of the Woman Voter for department chairmen to explain or

interpret the items on the program of work was agreed to. Department chairmen
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were furnished a skeleton outline to follow in covering their respective

. subjects.

It was agreed that material on the following should be prepared as soon as

possible: Defense financing
V' E An insert on the State Labor Rglations Act to be included, at no
extra cost, in the National League pamphlet, "Strikes and the
Citizen,"
Some information, either in chart form or an explanation, on the
defense set-up in Minnesota,
Qualifications for county superintendents of school.

There was discussion of how to promote the use of articles in the News
Letter, It was suggested that department chairmen, in their letters to local
chairmen, make specific mention of News Letter articles applying to questions in
their department. It was agreed that the subscription year running from Jamuary
to Jamuary was a handicap, particularly as new department chaimmen, not already
subscribers, could not receive copies until Jamuary. It was requested that the
National League be asked with reference to the possibility of changing thd sub-
scription year,

The advisability of extending the running account service to local Leagues
to include separate accounts for local department chairmen was considered, It
was agreed that it was the responsibility of a local League to see that its
chairmen were immediately furnished with new material as published, and that

this responsibility should not be assumed by the state office.

It was agreed that the State League shouldorder the usual number of appoint-
ment calendars from the Missouri League, to be shared with the Ramsey County
and Minneapolis Leagues, with the possibility under consideration that the
Minneapolis League order a larger supply than usual,

Board members were asked to sugzest names of persons who might be interested
in redeiving invitations to the New York Herald-Tribune Forum to be held
October 21st and 22nd.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.,Duff, seconded by Mrs. Newhart, that Mrs.
0 § Jackson, of Northfield, be appointed to the unexpired term in the first

vice presidency.




A repart was made on congressional developments with respect to the

Ramspeck Act.

Following luncheon, Mrs. Beard revorted on decisions of the Civil Service
Board with reference to changes in the compensation schedule to prevent pay
cuts for certain.employees, and changes in the rules made necessary by the
shortage of recruits incertain fields, due to the flefense program.

. Respectfully submitted,

Corimme K Collins, secretary pro tem




STATE BOARD MINUTES
September 12th, 1941

The regular montily meeting of the stat® board of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters washeld Friday, September 12th, 1941, at the Hampshire Arms Hotel
in Minheapolis, beginning at 10 o'clock, Miss Mitéhell presiding. Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Denny, Mrs. Carte Mrs, Crounse, Mrs. Gruenhagen, Mrs., Duff,

Dr. Boynton, Mrs. Stakmen, lrs. Irs. Keyes, Mrs. Grehame, Mrs. McOuarrie
v ] ] ’ ]

Miss Knudson, Mrs. Newhart, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs,Brooks, Mrs., Beard, Mrs,Bartlett,

Mrs, Workman, Mrs, Jackson, Mrs. Witherstine, Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Gislason, Mss.

Peterson, Mrs. Fraser and Mrs. Dalrymple. Steff - Miss Horr, Mrs, Collins,
Miss Struthers, and Miss Hicholson of the Remsey County League. Mrs., Bufer of
Moorhead was a guest,
Finance

Mrs, Duff gave.the treasurer's report showing a balance August 1lst of $942,43,
receipts during August of $443.10, disbursements of $629,44, leaving a balance
Apgust 3lst of §$756.09, with bills payable during September estimated at $780,06.
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Workman, seconded by Mrs, Grahame, that the
treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed., No increase in the Jane
Grey Swisshelm Fund was reported, Miss Mitchell announced that the Duluth League
hed sterted its finance drive and seem to be well organized.

IT WAS VOTED on motionlof Mrs, Duff, seconded by Mrs, Crounse, that the
following policy with reference to Leazue officers going to local Leagues on
officiel business, be adopted:

If the trip is made at the invitation of the local Leegue, expenses are
to be paid by such League,

If the trip is planned by the State League, the expenses shall be met out
of the state buiget.

Expenses may include:
Mileage at the rate of not more than 2 cents a mile
Hotel room if it isnecessary to remain overnight and other
accommodations cannot be arranged for.

All accounts for expenses are to be submitted to the State office, for
payment of relaying to the local League for payment,




It was pointed out that anyone wishing to "contribute" her expenses for such
trips, as so many have done in the past, might still do so, but that this system
would show on the books the real cost of such trips.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Staiman, seconded by Mrs. Brooks, that Mr.
Kingmen and Mr, Newhart be reappointed trustees for the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund.
IT WAS VOIED on motion of Mrs, McQuarrie, seconded by Mrs, Duff, that Mr, Calvin
Ireys be eppointed the third trustee. With reference to the investment of this
Fund in defense savings bonds, Mrs., Duff called the attention of the board to th
fact that income from the Fund is ihcluded in budget estimated, and therefore
edvised against such investment,

Orgenization

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Cant, seconded by Mrs.Bartleﬁt, that Mrs,
Musser's resignation as finance chairmen be accepted with regret., In consider-
ing zppointment of such a chairman, the following points were made as to what
such a chairman should attempt to do, in order to make a closer contact with
local finence chairmen: 1) make local Lezgues realize the "fun" of getting
contributions; 2) keep finance active and in front of Leagues all the time,
rather than at only certain timesof the year; 3) help local Leagues by going
with their members on finance calls and suggesting aﬁy other methods to raise
money. Af ter discussion, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bartlett, seconded by
Mrs, CGislason, that the appointment be left to the executive committee.

Miss Mit thell urged department chairmen to move shesd on their letters to
local chairmen,

Miss Horr announced the orgenizition of anew League in Cass Lake - the
sixty first in the State, and that other organization meetings are pending,

-

In the endeavor to increase Lesgue membership, as urged by the National
League, eight new Leagues have been formed during the past yeer. At the
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presidents' conference last Mgy it was decided to set aside two weeks, preferably

September 15th to October 1lst, for definite and concentrated attempt to secure




new members, A letter has gone to local Leagues, including some "mmmbership
exioms" drewn up by Mrs. Jackson. Special newspaper and radio publicity dvring

period was advised, with local Leagues to take responsibility for radio

Fell Confercnces

Two fall conferences have been held, snd there was discussion as to
wherein technigues could be improved. At these two there had been plenty of
discussion and great intercst shown. Discussion on the "battle of production"
brought up many questions as to the "interventionist" versus the"isolationist"
points of view, and the factthat it was not always possible to meet on common
ground., It was felt that we must impress our members with the urgency of
standing bebind the government's task ef the moment - to produce. It was
agreed that the talk by Admiral Byrd be reproduced and distributed.

It was reported that the afternoon discussions on using the program of work

were interesting, though not controversial, and there were several suggestions

mode for improvement, including a round-up of 2ll points as & finale so that

ould go teck with concrete ideas,

Miss Mitchell asked that every board member go to at lezst one, if not

-
more, of these conferences, and feel and responsibility for entering into
the discussion.

that the Leagues should be informed and

responsibility for the actual selling of

read from Miss Wells, asking for action on the Equal Rights
Amendment, which has been reported favorably by the sub-commit tee to the Sgnate
Judiciary Committee, where it is expected action will be taken this fall, It

was agreed that this request should be passed on to local Leagues, There
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was discussion as to the type of letters League members should write,end it was
agreed such letters should be thoughtful and give reasons for oppositionto the
amendment, not just a request for opposition such as are sent by pressure groups.
Inasmuch as Mrs., Iuwe has had some correspondence with Senator Ball on this ques-
tion, it wes suggested thet she be asked to summarize the most effective argu-
ments, to be sent on to local Leagues for their assistance in writing such
letters,

There was discussion of board planning, following a letter from Miss Wells

sking that special care be taken in plaming theyear's work so thatit will

reach 211 members, rather than gust a few doing all the work and study. The
ultimete aim of a good board should be to reach each individusl. The comvention
decides what the League shall do during the year, and the board puts that plan
into action. Department cheirmen were urged to bring before the board their

plans for material and discuss its type and timing.

After luncheon, Miss Wells led discussion on foreign policy and the battle of .

production, She said the fundamental difficulty in securing national wunity
is lack of realization of the seriousness of the situation, that it is hard to
convince people who believe that we can still get on if Hitler dominates the
world. In answer to those who s tate they believe "we can liﬂé es well with
Hitler ruling Europe as not", she said that if we cannot prove to these people
that economically we would have no life 2t all, that businesses would have to
close, that every person would be affected, then explain that the whole world is
at a cross roads - either progressive civilization exists or Hitler's brutalism
will prevail.

In reply to the inquiry as to how much League members should imposec their
ideas on other people, she replied that we shoubd never impose our opinion, but
that the world is faced with the worst danger ever encountered, that no past

experience counts, that we must feel the urgency to convince people of the




dangers and then let them act accordingly - try to make everyone we come in
contact with conscious of the broader aspects -~ that it is hever smooth to tum
from one way of life to another. Americans have a real responsibility to the
world for its future s never before; are we going to let Hitler and his ideals
stand and ours fall, are we going to attempt,by getting behind the govermment
on its present program, perhaps to avert the war in our own country. Miss Wells
maintained a:ain that the lease-lend policy can be a substitute for war for this
country, if we can do our part through production., As long as it is possible to
reet the situation without going to war, it should be done. OCur biggest job

now is to produce, and if we do it as planned, we have done a big task, perhaps
even harder than jumping into war,

A united people on the present program is whet is needed at this time,
rather than debate on going to war versus not going to war. Regardless of any
criticism one might feel as to the President and his actions, she called atten-
tion to the fact that he was elected in a democratic way,that he is there for

four years, and we must get behindhim and support the program for our own god

and for the good of our country. With refersnce to the questionof freedom

of speech which might hinder the defense production program, she seid she

wouldn't do anything to prevent such freedom of speech, but would be very care-

ful of what she said herself, and that undoubtedly wholesome changes in the

defense orgenization set up have resulted from thoughtfulecriticism.
Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy L Gruenhagen, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
October 10th, 1941
The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minunesota League of Women
Voters was held Friday, October 10th, 1941, at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in
Minneapolis, beginning at tem o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding., Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs.Crounse, Mrs, Dougherty, Mrs, Stakman, Mrs, Cant, Mrs,
Witherstine, Mrs, Gislason, Mrs, Keyes, Miss Knudson, Mrs, Newhart, Mrs, Fraser,
Mrs, Brooks, Mrs.Anderson, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs.Beard, Mrs, Nelson, Mrs, Gruenhagen,
and Mrs, Denny, Staff - Miss Horr, Mrs, Collins and Miss Struthers,
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as mailed to board
members,
Finance
In the absence of Mrs, Duff, Mrs, Collins gave the treasurer's report show-
ing a balance September lst of $756.09, receipts during the month of $564.66,
disbursements of $859,46, leaving & balance Sectember 30th of $451,29, with bills
payable during October estimated at $907,53. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,
Newhart, seconded by Mrs, Nelson, that the treasurer's report be accepted and
the bills allowed,
Mrs. Collins also reported that during the first five and a half months

of the current year, payments for educational material and outstanding accounts

total $761,06, as comparwved with previous records of around $700 for a full year,

No increase in the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund was reported,

With further reference to the policy adopted at the previous meeting, with
referencéa to expeuses for officers making trips out in the state on League busi-
ness, it was agreed that meals should not be included in such expemses,

Miss Mitchell announced that the Dulﬁth League's finance drive was in full
swing and that they had almost reached their goal, with good cooperation among

members,




Organization

Miss Struthers announced the organization of a provisional League at Sand-
stone, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,Beard, seconded by Mrs, Douzherty, that the
League at Arlington be dropped, as they cannot come up to League requirements.
Some of the interested members are Joining the Gaylord League,

MrssAnderson announced the College Leazue Confer=nce at St. Cloud on
October 24th and 25th,

It was.reported that four more.fall conferences are to be held in Anoka,
Willmar, Bemidji and Gaylord. Miss Mitchell urged board members to attend at

least one of these conferences,

Open discussion washeld by the board as to where we could do more with the
"Battle of Production" and where we could really find the common ground on foreign
policy. Among the ideas produced were 1) geﬁ the facts and think through until
very sure oneself; 2) try to draw others out to find out what they think and then
marshall forth your own facts; 3) be tactful and quiet - Leagﬁe members who think
differently not to be regimented or forced but given facts and suggestions for
reading: 4) urge that party lines be forgotten, personal sacrifices and taxation
taken cheerfully; 5) keep clippings that have good information and give them to
people to read, and 6) study carefully the explenation of the League's stand on
foreizn policy and how it evolved,

Study material

It was brought out that supplementary reference material is needed on the
subjects covered in the defense quizzes, published by the Natiomal League,

While Leagues inlarger cities can get such material through their libraries,

it is more difficult in smaller places. It was suggestedthat department chair-

men prepare lists of supplementary reading - books, pamphlets, periodicals -
such ag has been done for Taxation and Civil Liberties. The need for encouraging
Legues to break from their habit of depending on Leagme material entirely was

brought out,
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Mrs, Nelson brought before the board her suggestions for study material

on public health, which is planned to apply the work of the various divisions

of the state department of health to the local community,

Respectfully submit ted,

Dorothy LGruenhagen, secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
November 14, 1941
The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Leasue of Women
Voters was held Friday, November 14, 1941, at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in

Minneapolis, beginning at 10 a.m,, Miss Mitchell presiding. Present: Miss Mitchell,

Mrs.Carter, Mrs, Duff, Mrs. Stakmen, Mrs, Cant, Mrs. Fleming, Mrs, McQuarrie,

Miss Knudson, Mrs., Workman, Mrs, Fraser, Mrs, Wright, Mrs, Bartlett, Mrs,Beard,
Mrs. Denny, Mrs, Keyes, Mrs, Luwe, Dr. Boynton, Mrs, Grahame, Mrs, Peferson,
Also, Miss Horr and Mrs, Collins,

In the absence of the' secretary, Mrs, Grahame was appointed secretary pro

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted without change,
Finance

Mrs, Duff gave the treasurer's report, showing & balance October 1lst of
$451,29, receipts during October of $2,077,81, disbursements of $1 566.68,
leaving a balance Octobef 3lst of $962.42, with bills payable during November
estimated 2t $785.57. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Knudson, seconded by Mrs,
Workman, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

No increase in the JGS Fund, although it was reported that the South
St. Paul Leascue is having a silver tea for the benefit of this fund,

Mrs, Duff reported on the status of the deductibility of contributions to
the Leasue in computing state income tax, A letter from the State Income Tax
Division has rescinded the previous ruling made by the Division in June 1938
that such contributions were deductdble, This new ruling is retroactive,
While it was not felt that a test case should be brought, in view of the decision
made in connection with the federal income tax, it was agreed a personal call
might be made on theCommissioner of Taxation to clarify the issue, particu-
larly with reference to the retroactive effect of the ruling,

Mrs, Crounse, Mrs, Carter and Mrs, Duff were asked to submit suggestions




to the executive committee or the December board to fill the vacancy in the finance
chairmanship,

In connection with the expenses for the tea during the afternoon for
League meumbers to meet Senora de Martinez-Guerrero, which has been opened by re-
quest to all Leasue members, IT WAS VOTED on motiom of Mrs, Duff, sconded by Mrs.
Carter, that such expense be met by the state Leazue and charged egainst the pro~

motion item in the budget,

Report was given of the plans made for the vigit of Senpra de Martine;-
Guerrero, who is spending five days during this week in th? Twin Cities, under
the sponsorship of the National Leacue of Women Voters,

Miss Mitchell reported on the request for cooperation by the lLeasue with
the group spounsoring a mass meeting on national unity, IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs, Bartlett, seconded by Mrs, McQuarrie, that the Leazue so cooperate.

Mrs, Collins reported on the complimentary enrollment offered to the
Leacue for the Counference on Consumer Gredit at the Continuation Center of the
University of Minnesota the end of November., After conferring with Mr. Nolte,
director of the Center, with reference to this conference, IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs, Cant, seconded by Dr, Boynton,that the League officially accept such
enrcllments. Mrs. Wright was asked to consider attending herself, or to secure
someone in her place, in case she is unable to attend and only one enrollment is
available,

Mrs, McQuarrie spoke about Dr, Edmundo O'Gorman,member of the faculty of
the University of Mexico, who is giving a serks of lectures at the University.c

Miss Mitchell reported on a letter from SenatorAlmen, chairman of the
Interim Committee on Education, asking the League's advice and suggestions on
certain problems confronting the Committee, A special committee to enswer this
recuest was appointed, consisting of Miss Koudson,chairman, Mrs, Morin, Mrs,
Bartlett, Mrs, Pearce, and Mrs, Stanley Peferson,

Mrs, McQuarrie spoke on the question of the appointment of the Minneapolis
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gsuperintendent of schools, and letters sent by the Minneapolis Leesme to the Board

of Education on the subject of the appointment, Action was taken by the Minneapolis

League under its program item on qualified personnel, She reported that the

protest was made before the appointment had been accepted, on the ground that it

would not inspire public confidence, following thefirst letter from the League,

Mrs., Bartlett spoke to the importance of the writtem or printed word in
relation to the public's interpretation of our policy as to support of candidates
for any office. The importance of postponing action until the heat of argument
is past, and the need for restraint and self-discipline was brought out. It was
reiterated that the name of the League must be kept out of any support of opposi-
tion to a specific candidate, and that primary Leagsue officers wishing to take part
in any political cempaign should resign from their League office, As League mem-
bers we must visualize ourselves as we appear to the publiec,

Mises Horr revorted on the status of League organization throughout the
state, selecting various Leasues as examples of probldms met, She said that of
the 61 Leagves in the state, only 19, including Minneapolis, St. Paml and Duluth, =
less than one third - were in towns of over 5,000 population; that 33 Leagues
were in towns of from one to five thousand, and that of these 33, 1l were under
2,000; and that 9 were in communities of less than 1,000, About 60% of the total
membership in the state is outside the three large cities, She reported on the
large increase during the past nine years in the number of Leagues paying full,
or more than full, quota,

It was requested by Miss Mitchell that every board member attend the meet-
ing of omne Leasue other than her own during the year - as an observer not a
speaker - that members coming from small Leagues vieit larger Leagues, and vice
versa,

Study material

There was discussion of the demand for more study material. It was brought

out that the National League, in preparing the quiz sheets on the 8-point defense

program, was this year furnishing "@very member" material, as has been done in the
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past through the State League's penny sheets, The value of the News Letter for

supplying furrent information on these questions was brought out, as well as the
necessity for using the Woman Voter as a channel for furnishing information,

The difficulty of preparingmaterial that would be valuable for any period of
time, a8 events are changing so rapidly, was brought out. Suggestions were made
for usingz materialthrough preparation of maps and graphs, skits and dialogs.

The purpose of "penny sheets" as offering a simplified and condemsed presentation
of & subject, obtainable from no other single source, was brought out,

It was & agreed that material on the pros and cons of health insurance
prepared, to aid in the wider study of this guestion before the next convention.
was agreed that the plan of supplying supplementary material on the guizzes,
the form of special peuny sheets or Voter articles, lists of special refefemces,
continued,

A brief discussion of the Equal Rights Amendment centered on X¥hx "equal

pay for equal work,"

Mrs, Beard revorted on civil service developments, The regular civil
service examination schedule is being held up because of the examinations being
given to county welfare employees, which must be completed by a certain date,
Inasmuch as the Attorney Gemeral has ruled that the CivilService Board has no
anthority to change salary schedules for any classification, many good employees
are being lost to other positionms,

Respectfully submitted,

M C Grahame, secretary




A meeting of the executive committee of the Minnesota Leasue of Women Voters

wae held Friday, November 28th, 1941, at Miss Mi%chell's apartment, Present:
Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Duff, Mes. Newhart, Mrs, Carter, Dr, Bovnton, Mrs., McQuarrie
and Mrs, Grzhame, Mrs, Collins - staff member,

Study material :

There was discussion of possible new material which might be prerared by the
State Leasue, Mies Mitchell presented the request of the Minneapolis League
for current information on the Reciprocal Trade Agreements prozgram, further than
that reported in the National News Letter. It was agreed that a sheet, supple-
mentary to the ABC of Trade Agreements, publiched two years ago, be prepared,
including information on new agreements negotiated, and if possible the present
effect, of the trade agreements program on Minuesota,

In conne c(tion with the proposed material on the pros and comns of Health Insurauce,
it was pointed out that no simple statement was available on the implications

of the federal study item on Federal Respongibility for Public Health,

It was agreed that the National Leasue be asked for some clarifying statement,
possibly in the Members! Magazine, on this question,

Possible use of the new packet om Aids to Victims of Aggression, just furnished
by the National League was discussed, particularly how it might be applied to
- the study groups in the Minneapolis and Ramsey County Leasues.

In this connection, there was discussion of the value of the News Letter and
how the subscription list might be increased, Mrs, McQuarrie and Mre, Grahame
reported their difficulties encountered by the fact that News Letter subscrip-
tions may begin ouly with the month of January, end are not transferable, and
consequently are not as available to study groups as under a more flexible

arrangement,

Miss Mitchell called attention to the fact that Miss Horr's time is now com-
paratively free, and suggested to the Mpls, and St, Paul presidents that they
plan to make whatever use they wish of her time,

There was discussion of ways of develeping responsibility om the part of
state department chairmen, and how they could be gziven a closer contact with
their respective local chairmen throughout the state,

It was brought out that the advisory committees, established two years ago,
have not recently been re-appointed, although they have been called upon to
assist 1ln various ways, such as reading material, consulting with the depart-
ment chairmen, etc,

It was agreed that in order to develop personal correspondence between local
and state chairmen, that the former be asked, through their local presidents,
to write directly to their state chairmen, reporting informally on meetings
prlanned by them, covering such points as highlights of the meeting, value of
the material available, any lack in material, interesting approaches to the
subject, etc, State department chairmen would, in burn, be asked to report
té the State Board on such meetings, The routine reporting, through the
office, to department chairmen of meetings within each department, has been
discontinued, due to shortage in staff, It was agreed that this new system
be tried, and that it might result in closer personal contact than the
previous system,

It was also suggested that separate department conferences be held at the
time of the state convention,




It was suggzested that the Minneapolis and St, Paul department chairmen,
as well as State Board members, be asked to cooperate with state depert-
ment chairmeh in preparing & llnt of sneakers available to local Leagues,
especially for' open meetings,

There was discussion of possible finance chairmen, Mrs, Swain of Winona
was svegested as a possibility.

There was discussion of the responsibilities of a "program chairman" in
a local Lesgue, pointing out that the- various depertment chairmen were in
reality "program" chairmen, The Mpls, League has a2 program co-ordinator,
working with the various study groups, while the Ramsey County League's
prozrem chairman is in charge of the program for general League meetings.

Report wes made of the series of radio programs, sponsored by the New
York Leacue of Women Voters, transcripts of which are available for re-
rroadcasting at $10 for the set of six, It was sgreed that Mrs, Carter
and Mrs, Crounse would be responsible for determining whether any radio
station would be interested in broadcasting the series,while Mrs, Duff
offered to determine whether a comtribution might be secured to meet the
cost of the transcripts.

Mrs, Duff trought- up the question of the advisdbility of & League's
making contributions to the Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund, when the League is
not meeting its full quota obligation, It was agreed that this was
not advisable, but that it should probebly be taken up in personal
conversation rather than through correspondence,

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne X Collins, Secretary




STATE BOARD MINUTES
December 10th, 1941

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women

Voters was held Friday, December 10th, 1941, at the Hampshire Arms Hotel in
Minneapolis, beginning at ten o'clock, Miss Mitchell presiding, Present: Miss
Mitchell, Mrs, Jackson, Mrs. Crounse, Mrs, Grueunhagen, Mrs, Duff, Dr, Boyunton,
Mrs., Dalrymple, Mrs. Stakman, Mrs., Kayes, Mrs. Grahame, Miss Knudson, Mrs. Newhart,
Mrs, Fraser, Mrs, Brooks, Mrs,Anderson, Mrs, Bartlett and Mrs, Beard, Staff
members - Miss Horr and Mrs,Collins, Guests - Miss Mork of Owatonna, Mrs,Bixby of
St, Paul aund Mrs, Ralph Singleton of Hamden, Conn,

Minutes were apmroved as mailed to all members,
Finsnce

Mrs, Duff gave the treasurer's report for November, showing a balance
November lst of $962.42, receipts during the month of $1 011,60, dibbursements of
$1 036,47, leaving a balance November 30th of $937,55, with bills payable during
December estimated at $755,91, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Crounse, seconded
by Miss Knudson, that the revort be accepted and the bills allowed. Mrs., Duff
reported that quota payments are coming in rather gradually.

A contribution of $4.,00 to the JaneGrey Swisshelm Fund from the South

St. Paul League was reported,

A letter from President Coffey of the University, with reference to the
decrease in the Ueland fellowship grant was read. It was agreed that a short
resume of this Fund and the holders of the fellowship be included in the Voter
when space is available,

Orpanization

Miss Horr revorted on the organization of Leagues in Glencoe and Chisholm,
as well as a second group in the Minnetonka section, organized by Miss Struthers,

There was discussion of the best dates for the state convention, to be

held in St, Paul at the invitation of the Ramsey County League. It was agreed
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that ten days to two weeks should elapse between the national convention and the
state convention, Dates for other state~-wide conventions, and available dates

at St. Paul hotels are to be determined by Mrs. Grahame and Mrs., Collins,

Miss Mitchell led discussion of the League's position at the moment with
the country at war, After discussion and a point by point analysis of the eight-
point defense program, and the state program of work, it was felt that the program
was vitally important, that we must keép our countfy at home strong, and watch oﬁr

continuing responsibilities, The only item considered perhaps not so necessary now

was work on the establishment of a legislative council, although there was not

entire agreement on this,
With further reference to leasgue responsibility for direct sale of defemse
bonde and stamps, the board felt it was most important to spread kunowledge as to

what defense stamps and bonds are and why needed,

In analyzing the recent packet on "Helps to Understanding Aids to Victims
of Aggression" Dr.Boynton said she felt that the Lesgue had much vision in seeing
the need for unifying the country end doing away with "lags", While much of the
contents of the kit is now out of date, certain parts are still vital, The quota-
tion from Dorothy Thomrson in the open letter from Miss-Wells outlines the
important job the League has before it right now - to stabilize the morale of our
civilian popuation, and help peorle to think what we are fighting for,

Mrs, Bixby, foreign policy chairman for the Ramsey County Lesgue, explained
her system for helping study groups understand the Lesgue point of view on
foreign policy.

Mrs, Brooks called attention to the new study materiél on the Crisis in
US-Japanese Relatioms, just distributed through the Natiomal League, which she

war
recommended highly as excellent background for study of the present/situation

A letter was read from lilss Wells, enclosing a suggested azenda for use

of local League boards in discussing the »lace of the Lesgue in war time, -
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This question was again discussed, much on the line of the earlier discussion,
again bringing out the feeling that the League still has a big job to teach reason
and vision,

After discussion, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Beard, seconded by Mrs,
Grahame, that the League sponsor a course this spring at the Continuation Center
at the University. Mrs, Stakman agreed to act as the League‘s.program chairman
for such a course, and the Far East was tenfatively agreed.upon as the subject,

Civil Service
Mrs, Beard reported that Mr, Pennebaker, civil service director, had been

given a leave of absence, without pay, to act as persounel consultant in the

Division of the Defense Housing Coordination of the OPM, his assistance having been
requestéd to straighten out personnel problems, His leave is not to exceed 90 days,
Minimum Wage

Mrs, Fraser spoke of the rresent minimum wage law for women and minors, which
has been attacked in the past two seesions of the legislature, and which is not
entirely fair to employers. In discussing the possibility of proposing a model bill
to the next session of the legislature, to prevent the passage of weakeningz amend-
ments to the law, it was decided that 2 meeting of interested parties be held,
afterwhich amendments might be drawn up which would be fair to both employers and
employees,

She also called attention to a case, which has been decided upon by a
lower court, in which it was sustained that the minimum wage need not be paid,
because as a married women the plaintiff was not wholly dependent upon her wages.
Because of the importance of the rrinciple involved in the decision, she and
members of the YWCA board have been attempting to raise a small fund to take the
case to a higher court,

Mrs. Collins announced new material and called attention to the News Letter,
subscriptions for which are now due. With reference to the possibility of prepar-
ing new material on trade agreements, particularly with reference to the Argentine
agreement, board members did not feel there was any widespreadneed for such

material at the present time,




Miss Mitchell reported on the discussion at the executive committee of
ways of bringing state and local department chairmen into closer contact, and
the letter that has gonme to local presidents, asking their chairmen %o write

girectly to state chairmen of anything inter cting that occﬁrs or any suggestions

they may wish to make.
Meeting adjourned.at two o'clock,

Respectfully submitted,

Dovothy L Gruenhagen, secretary |
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