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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

OF THE UNITED STATES
1026 17TH STREET, N. W, S WASHINGTON ¢, D. C.

MES. JOHM G. LEE
President

v/‘;‘:& ‘7' June 30, 1953

Mrs. Harold Wilson

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
8l South Tenth Street, Room 406
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Wilson:

Thank you very much for your letter telling us the out-
come of the Wermerskirchen affair, I think you handled it
with great wisdom and tact.

Sincerely yours,

Mrse Fritz R.Kahn
Voters Service




June 25, 1953

Mre, Fritz Kahn

League of Women Voiers of U.8.
1026 17 S%. N.K.

Washington 6, D.C,

Dear Mrs, Eahn,

I am answering for Mrs, Young your letter %o her of May 28, 1963, If you remember
it was written as a result of a letter written %o "the president" by MNrs., Wermerw
skirchen, formerly president of Uolumbia Heights League, OShe asked the League's
stand on the ward system,

We were shocked %o get thecopy of her letter, alihough me have had some brushes
with her before; woe didn't reslize che was gs irrational as she scems $0 have be-
come,

About the ward issue - I explained the League stand on that %o Mrs., Ashford, present
vresident of the Lesgue beforae the Candidates Meoting on May 27%h, sudstantially as
you explained it $o Mrs, Wermerskirchen, although you had more information in your
letter, 3u Mps., Ashford explained the League stand to the avdisnce at this meeting,
80 that ocleared the League —— that is, she it could very well be trus that the League
in other cities had worked for a system of "a% large" elections, but that this parti-
cular Lesgue had no stand as yet, since they had only now pub the item on their agenda
for study. An interenting sidelight to all this is that Hrs, Wermerskirchen did not
mentinn to anvone that she had your answer %o her letter, no doubt Because the weight
of evidence in the letter was on the side of "atlarge" elections, while Mps, W, is

on the side of "ward" elections.

The other matters in her letter, the questions she raised, I told Mrs, Ashford about,
not quoting verbatim (I douldn't bear to do that, and 1 didn't think pnything would
be gained by 1t) but telling her the questions she raised, I s8id I thought that if
one person raised these guestions, however unfalrly in some cases, there probably
were cthers with doubts, 8o I suzpested a meeting of the membership with two or
three represntatives from the State Joard %o have a general discussion on orienta-
tion and policy.

We went last nigh$., There were about Fourteen there, PFirst Mre, Lufkin, who is
vice president on the Jtate Board in charge of Orientation, gave a short informal
auiz on Orientation (sayingz she was $esting out her questions becsuse she was pre-
paring them for the Articulate Voter), Then Mrs, Dhapin, a member of the Organiza-
tion Committee, and a member of the Kasson Leagus, which is about the size of the
Colunhia Heizhte League, talk abit about League procedure, Doard organization etc,
Before she started, however, we passed out pileces of paper and pencil and asuggested
that people write down questions that ocourd to them, problems they had in their own
Leazue, or had heard of elsewhere, etc,, sugzested no names be signed. I wrote down
gome of the queations Mra, Wermersidrchen had raised in her letter to you,
wording them somewhat differently. She put some in, too, as did several
otheres, It wvas really quite a satisfactory way of handling the meeting, I
think, The meeting started out with a definite feeling of tension in the
room, By the end of the evening, there was definitely a better
feeling of cooveration and understanding, HNveryone Liad leafned something, I belleve,
The questions wers asked by Mps, Chapin reading them, we all answered them, referring

to the Headbook when necessary, and it cleared the air, Sincerely, Mrs, Harold Wilson




June 23, 1953

Mrs, W, H, Ashford
3813 Hoyes 58, N.E,
Columbia feights
Ninneapolis, Kinnesota

Hy dear Mrs, Ashford,

I vas 80 glad %o meot with yowr League last night. I think things are looking wp for
you., Compared to the visit I made with you two yesars ago, I can see that you have
made progress, thore are more young members $o choose from in making assignments, even
though your total membership 4s not larger, #1111l the replacements huve boen on the
young side, and that®s good, I think: that you should feel gratified, You stepped in
at a peried when the League needed you for its surfiwnl, even though you felt you
weren't re o and with your nice spirit and enrnestness, you have helped the League
along the way thege last two years,

The very fagt that you have problems of noppartisanship in relation to hoard appointe
ments is & tribute to the £ ot that the Lengue has done 1%s job == thet is, gotten
womnen 80 interested in govermmen$, that they have plunged intc partisen work. 18 makes
it bard now, %o make assignments, but I think 4% can be worksd cut.

Ag I wmderstand 1%, this is the way 4% lines ups

Presidens, Mre, Ashford -- gould you also be - Prgeran

Vice=Fren, Mrs, Hiller -- could she alsc be -- Finance

Secretary, Mre, Hilton -~ gould she also be = Publications

Treasurér, lrs. Nillsen -- she has consented %0 be = Local Study Chm,

Pirector , Mra, Newgowb -~ she han conserted to be = Voters Service

Director , lrs, Temn -~ §8 aseigned to -- Publiec Relations

Director, Mkrs., Chirhart —-ip sssimed t0 =- Hembership

Director, ? == ghe could he asaigned %o whatever fisld you most need help
in, or the assignmuht need not be made until later. She
gould be State Resource Qhairman, or lintional, or che
oould be allover Program (halrman, instead of you, or she
could pssiet the Hembership Cheirman, that is really the
plage you need nost to expand (4f you did, your problems
of nonpartisenship cutting down your pecple availsble for
appointuent or eleection %o board would not be so scute) or
she could agsiet the Viceepresident in charge of Finange,
80 that next year, she could be in chgifge of the Finauce
Drive, or she could be in charge of developing new units,
vorking in cooperation with the Membership Chairman.,
hite Bear Lake Lengue has done & wonderful job this year
in starting new unite, orienténg them, and integrating them
into Leajgue as a whole, MNrs, LeW.Loucks, 1734 Stillwater
8., is vresident, and ¥rs, Snell, B44 Wildwood Ave,,Birche
wood, Whige Beor Lake, is the person who has done this pare
ticular thing so well in WHL, They'd love %o be consulted,
if you want to get in Souch with them, Mphtomedi, adeo, does
& wonderful job in a small community, They have worked out
2 olick system for a finance drive, that they would be proud
$o shave with you, too, Mrs., M.%E,Buzzell, Mahtonedi is pres,




Prgeraid « You will raceive soon the pronosed Calendar for the yeay, and if you sit
dowa with your hoard, and work cub Zonr pronoged Chlendar for theypmeear, using ours
as 8 guide, 1% misht be pood for gomeone to run off A sSencil and make gopies for
all your nembers, with peshape alen tho nowes aud apddresses of Hoard membars, fu
each merther ta have.

Pinance < If your chaivien veads the Handbook, and gees Shot she las She yublications
she neads for har job, she wili bove o good start on n drive, Ws will be zled to
consuly with her, in working oub the latter, or laving the olaus for the drive, or
even better, 1% vould by monderful for her and har gomuistes, 4’ the vresident, as
oxwofflicio nsubar, %o hnwe sn af%arnoon over cofffle with $he MeliSomedd, or White

AR e i "

2 ik i 6 X v o . L T A& i oty % -
Poar girla, $o ot ineviretd o o elbinpiuss, and &1f%crent 1dens.

Publications « Local Leaders Hapdbook has idess, the [
and pational is o santaliging Sermler, opd the new publicntionf "Pusting Pubdlications
to Work® is swell., Vouwr provlsw will bs keeping her idsat dom o whad yoar budget
ean pinnd, i bet,

whiicaticus Liet both shate

Your looal study chzirman should hawve p anebing goon, (w111 have, I should 8ny, hee
. - & 5 r

and ke plang with her goanlttec -;,-ig'ﬁ.

il study, Each sne on the comuittes,

eause I mow they are alrealy plaaming 1%)
on how they zre soing S0 75 shout Shaiy Log
1 should think, should hawe a aony of the bYooklos, Xnow Your Tuwn, and oach member
should either own, or hnwve thorrowed to read, the logel Leaders Handbook, You ap
.:-offﬁ.ciof; meboer of cousititess, shold attend, X¢ the cormistes hag »lene to
do very rach active study and gathering of focoks this susmuer, theyushovkd delay
wntil thelir teniastive vians bave been subid$f%ed 50 vour board forevaluation and
approvel., If they aron's going tc be very sctive 3his summer, 1% could delay unsil
your regular bonrd meatiing. You oan $sl) what ou used fo do , if you attend Shair
meetings, Your bonrd wil) want %o bheck the platis, a0 thns they are ascured that
the gathering of fachs vill be doue in such o woy that She gmunzhity, and the
League menbers,will be assared of * heir reliadilisy snd thelyr nonpartisanship,
This locrl siudy is o mondssful thing., 1% gan drsv bthe sttention of she community
to the Lecgus, 17 you publieh the resulss, 4% will be & good service to the town,
it @il nrovide good solid backzround of information for the Leasus menbers on
which §0 malte decisions in the future on loesl npendn, 2% is & perfect way to draw
new young mombers anl prospechs inbe the Lengus, Cu effter soune of vhese new proge
vects Hee, OGrinewski aspenks of, rell thew on the town survey, and put them on GoWNe
ithees riché nowe /Meyy vne iv the Lespus covdd be o coie gomuittee coanegtsd with
the survey., ind visising the boagds snd commissions and council repularly could be
a most notural part of that stody, Many Leaguos Tind 1% wiee 6o write a lester %o
the government hody, they in€end to vielt, introduveing their of ficial visitor, telling
the spirit in which the Lesguie in visiting (pot tu criticize, or spesk, or interfere,
but only %o sdit end listen and lemrn), Leter on, when you have studied long erough,
and the Lengue has voted %o %ake & eiond on an issue, you may be invited $o make
a statensnt to the Cowmnecil, or you nay wrif% & letter to $he Council and the paper
in the name of the Losgue elating your position and the reasons for it, By the way,
I »411 enclose the curbon &Ff the letter national sent to Mrs, Vernere
sikirchen eboud the Lengue sbdand on She ward systes. You'll want 4t in
rour files,




Membership - this is really yowr grsatest need aud oppordunity. I wonder what I ean
sugzest, There ie o new booklet coming out soon from national, How %o Jet$ and Keep
Hembers in the Longue of Womsn Votors, the Randbook has meny mood ideas, which have
not all hesn exhousted by your Leagus, such as 8 survey of where you need new members
for gool geopraphicnl dlstribution, sn annlysis of grows within the community thas
are not represented in the Lesgue,(rsliglous, political, ecowetional). I wonder if
this would be a guod sugzestion. Vhen you h,ve completed your survey, would 1% be
interesting o develsp a ocwiel of spealiors, of women who had worked on the survey, a
and found 1t interesting, 8o offer their services o varioue organizetions in tomn
for prograns, So nany women's organisations are in need of programs =- mothers
elubs, PEA, Chwrch circles. Ostensibly you would be simply offering an inSerssting
progr=n on local government, what ic execiting and interesting about 1%, how mugh 1%
affects the sveryiley life af 841 citizens in Coluwibia Heighta, and why 1% is importe
ant to be interested, to vote etc, Accidentally you nay pick up some new Bemnbers,
bus whether or not you did shat, i would be .ﬁ;’ifi‘i‘ti** 2 the large overall nurpose
of the Leagus, increasing the participation of c¢idlizens in govermuang,

Orientation = this could be includsd in the dembership comalittaes Job, To orient
new menbers to ths wny » of the Leamus, and then %o place that new member in the
best spot for hey, whether £t he on & local stuly conmittee, ar Vobors Uervice,
or Mannce, or whether ahe oan best help br telephonfing, or typing, or visising
city council, or as resowrce chalirnan, o coauistes member, on one of the aational
or state itema, A caxd file of mombers talontag *ntare 389, teaining, experience
is a very waluable thing for the membarship chrirmen €0 have, and the president
should eall on her ofton for plagenent halp,

Well, I have %alked long encuzh, In case it would be holpful to you, I'1l send a
carbon of this let@er to you, slong with the original, so thet you cen cub it wp
and pargel the purto out to the chairmen concerned,

Good luck $0 you all in your yeor alond, Ovll on us in the State Office any time,

Write to Hrs, C]’lﬁ‘hi.h, Kesson, Minnesoda, Af you have a qusction for her, she will

be glad $o hear from ¥ou, as will Mrs, Lufldn, 2119 Iglehars Ave, S8, Paul, Hinn,
Singerely,

Mre. Harald Vilson, Orpuismaiion Secretary




Editorial from The Columbia Heights Record of May 21, 1953:

"Forward to four wards" is a slogan which needs a little examination. The
slogan to be truthful should be stated: "Batkward to four wards."

I am not concerned about individual candidates now seeking office nor am I
interested in the generalities dished out in every political campaign. Economy,
efficiency, lower taxes, more for your tax dollar, sound government are all
terms used by all candidates, myself included.

For a candidate to say these things makes no difference in the outcome of
the election. They all say it so you have to make up your mind from knowledge
secured from other sources than political literature.

But a change from the "at large" to the ward system of electing councilmen
is a backward step as anyone at all interested in municipal government must know.

All organizations in the country devoped to the progress and improvement of
city government advocate the election of €ity councilmen at large. Every polit-
ical scientist specializing in municipal management is for it. The League of
Women Voters has been in the forefront in the struggle for good government and
has successfully brought about the change from the ward to at large elections in
city after city in all parts of the country.

Wherever inefficiency and corruption in city government has reached such
proportions that citizens have become throughly aroused and demanded reform, in
almost every instance the at large system has been adopted.

Not thet there cannot be good govermment under a ward system. A carpenter
can do a good job even if he has poor tools, but he can do a better job if he
has up-to-date and better tools,.

In some towns, where the ward system has been used for many years and tradi-
tion and habit are firmly fixed, there is no special reason why an upsetting
change should be urged, but in our case that is equally true. How anyone can at-
tribute governmental inefficiency to our method of election is hard to understand.

The arguments for the ward system are an acknowledgment that councilmen are
not big enough men to sit on the council and handle the affairs of the city as a
whole., Their business will be to plead for their own little bailiwick, They
will regard a part as more important than the whole; to divide rather than to
unify, to get things for their ward at the expense of others would be the meas-
ure of their success.

There are no purely sectional problems in Columbia Heights. Whatever decis=
ions are made at the council table concern me personally. It may be the exten-
sion of a water main or sewer a mile from my home but my home is mortgaged to pay
for it because the good faith and credit of the whole city is back of all bonds.
T want to have something to say about everyone of those voting those bonds. Who
are these people who want me to have full responsibility for all bonds voted But
want to limit my vote to one out of four of the people who vote the bonds? Where
do they get that stuff and how do they get that way?

It is a desperate search for some issue in a political campaign. If we now
had a ward system the same people would be advocating an at large system. It's
as simple as that.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1026 17TH STREET, N. W. ‘bi % WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

MRS, JOHN G. LEE
President

May 25, 1953

Mrs. B. M. Young

President, League of Women Voters
of Minnesota

8y South Tenth Street, Room L06

Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Young:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter and editorial which we
received from Mrs. A. J. Wermerskirchen, who indicates that she
is a past President of the Columbia Heights League. As you can
see, we attempted to answer only the question on election of
councilmen, It is difficult for us to evaluate the remainder
of her letter, and therefore we pass it along to you for follow
upe Will you let us know what comes of this? ‘Thanks.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Fritz R. Kahn
Voters Service
AKsebw
Enc,
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(Mpls) Columbia Heights, Minnesota
May 21st, 1953

League of Women Voters, Washe D.Ce
Dear President,

Enclosed find a copy of an editorial that appeared in our local newspaper
yesterday, and I request an answer or explanation to the Leagues stand on the
ward system by return mail. Our State of Minnesota office has no record of any
kind telling that the League has ever taken any stand on or in any way taken
action against or in support of the ward system.

At the present time we are having a city election and the ward system is a
very hot issue, as the majority of our citizens feel we should at least give it a
try in hopes we could improve our city Gove Of course I know the league is not
concerned about our city government, I know I have been a league member for about
15 years and have continuously advocated study and action at the local level. Our
league has always been used to support self interest if they were to promote our
own political parties or the election of members in ones own family seeking
election. I do not think that the chairman of the DFL for our county should go out
and solicit funds for the League no more than should she come out and say her
party works hand in hand with the league when she was only asked to explain party
structure.

But this is a bit too much when the League is spose to be nonpartisin but
comes right out in the open and takes stand in support of an issue in favor of
certain candidates, and when we have never even studied the ward system in our
city and have no knowledge of its workabilities.

Please let me know if this is the present policy of the League or if it is
only used as a tool to encourage citizens against a candidate, and the league has
permitted to be the goat.

I did not learn local Gov. in my league nor did I learn party politics or
party responsibility, I had to leave my league to learn them, but I have been
responsible for our wonderful candidates meetings, which is the only service our
league has contributed to our city, I alsoc have encouraged study of local Gov.
and T was the only one to interest any study on United Nations. This winter a
league member had been chosen by our mayor to serve on the Civil service police
commission, because he felt her interest and abilities would meet the qualifica-
tion requirements. One of the council men made a statement at a league meeting
in the presence of this member that she did not qualify, he did not even know
her and the reason she was not accepted by the council was that she was not their
choice but the mayors, so the commission is not complete and has not been for
years. Naturally this member defended her qualifications and what happened was
that the President of our League went and oppoligized for the unladylike conduct
of this league member. How stupid can you get?

I have always had the highest respect for the League of women voters and I
am sure my record as secretary and president and always program chairman or com-
mittee chairman will show and prove my interest has been sincere. But now I feel
like Paul Harvy, "I don't know",

Please understand I am fully aware that your leadership is it, and the
present president was trained by me to begin with, but some of ms believe in

honesty and righteousness, and some of us have a mind of our own, others merely
follow.




Most sincerely,

Mrs. A. J. Wermerskirchen,
2018 llst Ave., N.E. Mpls. Minnesota

We are having a local Candidates meeting on Wed, May 27th, if you would send an
answer of explanation it would save us a lot of embarrassment. And perhaps save
the Leagues face locally. If at any time the league has studied the ward system
some where else, it has not done sc here in Columbia Heights, and therefore the
League is not in a position to take stand against this issue and especially now
at our election time,

/s/ Mrs. A. J. Wermerskirchen




Report of Special Board Meeting st Columbia Heights June 6, i955 2

;cf:‘:(' Cﬂj%

éﬁfpose of Meeting:
Todiscuss and act upon charges made by Mrs. Wermerskirchen- member of

important Local Govt, Committee--charges of partisan discrimination in setting the

date of a local candidates meeting( in which primary, Mrs. W. was defeated); to consier

also, the resignation of President Mrs. Nelson, and also the fact that Mrs. W. ( as

Parliamentarian of this League ) had advised the resignation of a Board member due to

this Board member's husband's activity on behalf of a candidate in this same local

election,

Members Present:

Mrs. Lang Vice-president amiable,harassed;
Mrs. Ashford Public Redations former pres. reluctant to relingquish
reins, yet fairminded.
Mrs, Newcomb Voters Service capable-weary of having over-zealous
pres. interfering with her job

Mre, Tema Publicity wife of local paper publisher fine person

Mrs. Hilton Secretayy conducted meeting capably--would make good
president

Miss Callaghan Treasurer quiet business woman good attitude

Accomplishments:
Good frank but fair discussion of personalities involved.Board deemed to

understand their problems and began to get an idea of how to work around a pres. who
doea not allow her Board members to do their own jobs;

Drafted three important letters:
l, One to Mrs W. asking for her resignation as a member of the Local
Government Committee.Copy will be sent to Office.

2 One to Mrs, We ( to be sent a little later) answering her unfounded
charges.Copy to be sent to State Uffice

3« One to Mrs. Nelson, refusing to accept her hasty resignation, assur-
her of the Board's full confidence in her, and also assuring her of
the Board's desire to do its full part in the work load.,

Suggestions Made by me:
Full use of new Handbook.They will order some copies.
Suggest consideration of new By-Laws
Set regilar date for Board meeting.,
also Boarg agenda a ney fhea apparently




Comments:
Again, I was surprised and disturbed over the amazing difference between the true
suburban leagues and these almost-in the city-- leagues like N. St. P. and C, Hts,

They are pleased at having built this league way up to 28 members and seemdd to feel that

this was a goodly number. I pointed out the desirability of thinking ahead in terms of future
leadership on the Board; said nothing about building up their membership since they were so
happy over what they have now;.They seem to be alert, interested, willing to adopt new(to

Them) techniques, felt that we had helped tremendously by being there; decided among them-

selves that none of them will answer Mrs. v# when she calls( as she apparently does all the

time) but will tell her that those are matters for Board, not individual member actiom;
They were most charitable over what is apparently a diffieult president; too, in the
W. matter, they were polite, but extremely firm; they were determined to remove her from
this committee, and after seeing the ptrnted statements she had made, I could go along with
them on that.
I felt thet Mrs., Hilton is a natural leader with good common sense and the abilif

to lead this league; why won't she be president er hasn't she been asked?










STATE OF MINNESOTA
EXECUTIVE OFFICE

SAINT PAUL 1
ORVILLE L. FREEMAN October 16, 1959

GOVERNOR

Mrs. O. H. Anderson

State President

League of Women Voters

15th and Washington Avenue S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mre. Anderson:

Since 1955 we have had in process the Minnesota Self-Survey,
& project that has greatly assisted us in improving the administrative
operations of Minnesota state government.

We are now entering a new phase of this project in which we
should like to involve representatives of the general public who can
bring to the Survey their experience and knowledge in special areas.

Knowing of your interest in good government, I should like to
invite you to participate as a member of the Constitutional Officers
Task Force, which, as you will note from the attached roster, will in-
clude other public members, several legislators, and governmental
personnel.

It is our hope that this phase of Self-Survey will require only
a limited amount of time. We anticipate that most task forces will meet
perhaps three or four times, although each task force will determine for
itself how intensively it wishes to pursue its study.

Should you wish to have more background concerning the project,
you will find the enclosed articles prepared by the project director,
Commissioner of Administration Arthur Naftalin, helpful in acquainting
you with its history and progress.

I do hope that you will be able to serve. The Task Force will
hold its first meeting at 3:00 P.M., Monday, November 2, 1959, at 130 State
Capitol, St. Paul. I am sure you will find the activity an interesting
and rewarding one and an opportunity to contribute to an important public
service project.

Orville Lie Freeman
Governor







LEAGUE OF
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WOMEN

VOTERS

S A

ENTEENTH STREET, .W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C. NA 8-3684
Mrs. Robert J. Phillips, President

OFFICERS |

First Vice Fresidenll
Mrs. John D. Briscoe|
Lakeville, Conn.

Second Vice President|
Mrs. John A. Campbell |
Indianapolis, Ind.|

Secretary
Mrs. William H. Wood
Bladensburg, Md.

Treasurer
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Fayetteville, Ark.|

DIRECTORS

Mrs. Paul Holmer
Kentfield, Calif.

Mrs. Luigi Petrulle
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Mrs. C. Smith Toms|
Charlestoen, 5. C.

Mrs. Alexander A, Treuhoft
Shaker Heights, Ohio|

Mrs. Arthur E. Whittemore |
Hingham, Mass.|

November 8, 1961

Mrs, O.H. Anderson, President
LWV of Minnesotg

15th and Washington, S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Anderson:

Senator Carl Hayden of Arizona, chairman of the Senate Appro-
priations Comittee and a long time friend of the League, has asked
this office to supply him with a copy of a resolution passed by your
state le gislature, The resolution he wants petitions Congress to en-
act the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to The Constitution, which

“states that "Equality of rights under %the law shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex!,

This amendment, as you may recall, is sponsored by the Woman's
Party which has, I believe, urged its passage by every Congress since
the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, Each time it canes up
for a vote in the Senate Senator Hayden has proposed that it be amend-
ed so that the laws now in effect which give wamen special protection
would not be nullified, The Senate has always adopted the Hayden
Amendment., The Woman's Party holds that this nullfies the Equal
Rights Amendment itself, as indeed it does.

Recently a member of the Woman's Party urged the Senator to
withdraw his objection but he again refused to do so., However, dur-
ing their conversation he learned that the Party is now having in-
troduced in state legislatures the resolution petitioning Congress
to take action, He plans to send information to all state legisla-

“tures meeting Mext year about what the Equal Rights Amendment would
do, in hopes of defeating the passage of these resolutions. But he
learned that five states, of which yours is one, have already taken
action, He wants to see exactly how these resolutions are worded,
hence his request to us.

As you know, the League now has an historical position in oppo-
sition to the Equal Rights Amendment, When the League Program was
reorganized in 1954 League opposition was retired to the Program Rec-
ord. But the Senator remembers that we led the fight against it in
the early years, and because he thinks we are the one organization




who can produce information and he trusts us, he has appealed to
us for help.

Can you get a copy of the resolution fram your Secretary of
State or state legislative service and send it to us as soon as
possible? The Senator wants it before Christmasi

We are sure he will be grateful for your cooperation, as will
this office.

Sincerely,

?;54«(7 2 (,.-\)5%{ p de' —

o/

Mrs. Francis P. Douglas
Congressional Secretary




4428 5th St. N.
Mpls., 21, Minn.,
Feb. 10, 1961

Dear Mrs. Janski,

Enclosed you will find the proposed
new by-laws for the Columbia Heights
League of Women Voters.

We will appreciate your checking
them over, and returning them to me
in the enclosed stamped self-addressed
envelope by next Thursday, Feb. 1l6th.

Thank you for your help and
suggestions.

Very sincerely,

7o | ALY Ut S

f
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SECTION D, PAGE 5

St. Louis Park Dispatch

Lake Harriet Courier
Edina-Momingside Courier
Hennepin County Review
Golden Valley Suburban Press

Betty Kane. Why

She Is A Liberal

Mrs, Betty Kane, DFL candi=-
| date for the legislature from
District 30W, said last week that
she announced as early as ayear
|ago that she would run for the
{ House seat and would caucus with
| the liberals.

measures that Governor Ander=|
sen asked for in his various|
messages last session, the Lib=|
eral House passed 49%; the Con—[
servative Senate only 30%. Not|
a single measure was passed by |

the Conservative Senate,

then
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Ve ere delirchted to learn that the
Kinnceota has salectsd the Rediscon F

anrual convention scheduled for iay

L blosk of 75/100 seleepins roome have been sel aside for your
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May 20, 1965, We understand that the mejority of the roone will
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be tuine and approximstely 15 singles and four two-bedroon suiles
will ales b reavired, & eomplimcatary suite ie reserved on the
aove dates for whomever you &0 cesignate,
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The progran ie as follouss

lednesday, Fay 19, 1965

Acgistrztion « 8300 a.m,=0n
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Mrs, L. C, Williams November 6, 1963

Thursday, May 20, 1965

€tar of the North Hall - General Meeting - LS50 - 9:00 a.m.-12:00 Noen
ctar of the North Hall - Luncheon = 350/L00 = 12315 p.m.,-2:30 p.m.

Appreciating the opportunity of once egain being of service to
your fine organizaiion, we remein,

€incerely,

Bieofe Ao,

Bill Rudin
Agsietant Sales Manager
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ZIP CODE 20036

AIR MAIL
September 19, 1963

Mrs. William W. Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
623 Bast School Street

Owatonna, Minnezpolis

Dear Mrs. Whiting:

Mrs. Phillips has asked me to write you to ingquire if you would be
willing to serve on the national Budget Committee, meeting im Chicago,
October 3rd and 4th, following the State Board Conferemce which you
will be attending in the Sheraton-Blackstong Heotel. The meetiug

will begin at 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, October 3rd, and we expect to
conclude by 5:00 P.M. on Friday, Ociober 4th.

Each year when the national Budget Committee meets, it invites one
or more state presidents to join them. They find the viewpoint and
advice of the state people adds welcome insight and perspective to
their decisions. Usually because of money, it has been necessary
to linit the invitation to ome nearby representative, but this year
because of the State Board Conference they sav an unusual opportunity
to invite more stats people. 8o they are asking three state presi-
dents to stay over an extra day to serve on the Budget Committee,
and are hoping you will be able to be one of the three. Naturally,
your added expenses for the extra period will be taken care of by
the national office.

Would you please let Mrs. Phillips kaow (ia c/o of the national of-
fice) as soon as you can whether you would be willing to undertake
this assignment? We all hope you can.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Paul Cleveland
Finance Secretary




hugust 21, 1963

Yy

Mrs. Wright W. Broocks, Chairman
Governor's Human Rights Commission
Centennial Office Building

St. Paul 1, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Broocks:

As President of the league of Women Voters of Mimnnesota
I will agree to serve on the steering committee of a Mimmesota
Women's Committee on Civil Rights.

Ny understanding from the August 13th luncheon that th
primary purpose of this committee would be the dissemination of
information as you have stated in your letter of August 17. 1
would not comsider this an action group in itself so I wonld
guestion how far we could go in urging the pessage of Tle
eivil rights legislation.

As you know the league as a national organization could not
support the President's legislative program but we have already
encouraged our local leagues to build on the foundations they
have already laid in study and action on the problems of discrim-
ination in Minnesota.

Each women's organization has something to contribute particu-
larly i# our need for more community education. We in the League
fesl we have much to contribute in explaining Minnesota's sl
discrimination laws throughout the state. Imorance of these

aws was apparent even among the group of organization representa-
tives at the luncheon.

I am enclosing a copy of a memo sent to all of cur loczl
Leagues late last month. This gives you some idea of the back-
ground work we have done in this area and what we have asked our
local leagues to be prepared to do to assist in a state-wide
program of citizen education to meet the crisis in eivil rights
in Minnesota.

If I am not able to attend the next meeting of the steering
comittee, I would like to have one of our state Board members
represent the League.

Sincerely,

T e ——

Mrs. Willism W< Whiting
President
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COMMITTEES

MEL HANSEN < W~ F THE FIRST CLASS
SENATOR 34TH DISTRICT o 7 b T Egrdg?q'?[oN

3837 44TH AVE. SO. === TS ELECTIONS AND REAPPORTIONMENT
MINNEAPOLIS 6, MINNESOTA GENERAL LEGISLATION

» il MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
State of Nliresota
SENATE

oeptember 29, 1963

Mrs. william Whiting

rresident, League of Women voters of Minnesota
810 So. 001. Tower

University of Minnesota

linneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Whiting:

To provoke discucssion - and thought - on political matters is a goal
of your organization. lIn a non-election period you probably find that
even League members share some of the apathy - some of the “Let George
do it" attitude that characterizes our affluent societv.

A short time ago L saw a short documentary film that kept me and the
rest of the small group viewing it on the edge of our chairs. what's
more important, L haven't been able to forget it since. it started
discussion and thought that has continued since. This letter is a
direct action response to its impact.

The title is "The Ultimate Weapon; the mind of Man“. The question

it raises is why our prisoners of war in Korea reacted differently than
YOW's had ever before in history. Frankly, we came out a very poor
second to red China in the comparison.

why, for the first time in history, did _noprisoners escape,
Why did we have no organized attempt to eucape?
Why waa there not a single person amonz 40 americans in one shelter
to even raise his voice in protest when an american vergeant put
three prisoners out into the sub-zero Korean winter to a sure death:
Why did 3 rOW's out of 10 die in captivity?

The answers are not implicit in the film. they will have to come out of
the discussion it stimulates. ‘This is why L think your group will find
the film of interest.

Because 1 feel so strongly about the importance of stimulating dis-
cussion on motivation, 1 will be hapy to show the film at one

of your meetings. Jhould 1 have & previous committment, 1'll see

that someone else who saw the film and shares my concern will “ring it
to you. Lf you prefer, you can get it and show it yourselves there

is no charge.

(111 you please call me at ra.22182 (home) or Fe. 2 1406 (office)
for more information:

Sincerely,




MEL HANSEN
SENATOR 34TH DISTRICT
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August 20, 1963

Mrs, Charles M. Osborme, President
League of Wamen Voters of Missouri
1374 Delmayr Boulevard — ..o
St. Louis 30, Missouri

Dear Esther:

We are always {lattered when some other League inquires about cne
of our procedures because we feel we have so much to lsarn from
the rest of you. I had a good chuckle when I read your letter for
once sn organiszation chairmen always an organization chairman!

I am referring your letter to Mrs. O, J. Jamski, 6500 Second Avenue
South, Mimneapolis 23, because she served as our orgsniszation chair-
men for 6 years before she became my administrative assistant, She
is also chairman of our office mansgement committee which camittee
Just hired a replacement for our dedicated and talenti’crganization
chairmen of many years,

I worked closely with Mrs. Janski as state finence chairman and then
for two years shared the organizationm assignment on the state Board
s0 I will try to give you the benefit of some of nmy experience.

So much depends upon the ability, talemts, persomality, and experience
of your staff, Nrs. Janski will send you a job description we have
for our staff which will show you how we have divided the staff res-
ponsibility. This is not idesl for it means that during the legisla-
tive session it is difficult to have the organization secretary out
in the field., (What we hope to have before too long is sn additionsl
part-time staff member to work on Program promotiom.)

Our workshops are planned and usually conducted by members of the Board.
Our staff however takes care of the details of the workshops such as
physical arrangements, correspondence, etc.. Most often this work is
handled by the organization secretary. We feel that it is important
for Board members to handled workshope as a service to the local leagues
and as & mems of commmieating with members.

We have recently developed an "adopt a league” program for starting
new Leagues that Mrs, Janski will no doubt explain to you amd she will
also tell you about other procedures we have used for starting new
leagues. This is the fun and exciting part of League work that brings
so dimbhsatisfaction.

I don't feel that an organization secretary can solve all of your prob-
lems--in other words we cennot hire someone to do the work of the
volunteer on the state Board, She can be of real assistance to all
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LEAGUE OoF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

17TH STREET. I

September 22, 1964

Mr. & Mrs. Eric T. Nelson
i60 Edgewood Avenue
$t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Nelson:

It is with real regret that we must say that there is no way

that the League of Women Voters of the U. 5. can be of help to
you in your effort to improve safety precautions in the teaching
of science in the schools. Issues for League study and action
are chosen by the members at national Conventiom, and unless a
topic is chosen in this way no work on it is possible. The en~
closed copy of Facts About the League of Women Voters will explain
briefly how we operate and will give League national Program for
the next two years.

I have personally taken the time to read the many documents ac-
companying your letter and sympathize with the frustrations which
have been heaped upon you because of your imability to get any
action, Ewmpty as they wmay seem to you, we cannot omit words of
sympathy for your great personal loss.

Since producing the materials on the situation must constitute
a considerable expense, we would be glad to return them to you
on your request,

Sincerely,

Mrs., William H. Wood
First Vice President
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Dr. John
Assoc. Professor.Environmental Health

University

.

Thank you for your invitation to participate in the
training course, "Urban Planning for Envirormental Health'’
to be held in Hochester next fall.

I will be glad to present "The Hole of Citizen and
Civie Groups” on Thursday. September 24th.

Additional information will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mra. William Whiting
President




April 22, 1964

League of Women Voters of the U.S.
1026 17th Street N. V.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear leaguers:

Mrs. Whiting, President of the IWV of Minmnescta, has
been asked to present "The Role of Cit& en and Civie Groups"
at a short training course sponsored by the U. 3. Public
Health Service. It will be held in Rochester in September.

Would you by any chance have copies of speeches already
given by lLeague representatives at similar Public Health
Service meetings?

Thanks for any help you can give.

Sincerely,

Mrs. E. C. Williams
Executive Secretary
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March 1k, 1964

Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves
716 Fourth Street Southweat
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Hargraves:

It is two months since you sent Roberta your
interesting contribution to our League recollections
so you must realize that this is definitely not a
rejection slip. It is instead a very belated thank
you,

We wish the League's history were about to go to
press but it is one of the things that gets pushed
aside as we try to keep up with the current things.

We are continuing to collect and feel that we are
so very fortunate to have contributions such as yours.

I was particularly delighted to read about your
impressions of the transitions that took place during
your terms on the Board because so much of it secems
to parallel what has been going through the minds of
many as we struggle once again with our Frogram structure.
At times it seems as if some were still struggling
with the transition you were involved in and here we
are talking about another change. No doubt this is
good for the League....at least we are not afraid of
change.

We have recommended you to Governor Rolvaag for
membership on a new Governor's Committee for Constitu-
tional Revision. We had hoped he would appoint this
committee along with a committee for reorganigation.
It looks now as if we would have neither so we will
have to continue to work in other channels for con-
stitutional revision. We would certainly appreciate
any suggestions you might have in this or any other
areas of League activity.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. William W, Whiting
President




March 1k, 1964

Raymond O, Mithun, Chairman

Minnesota Committee for National Library Week
Northstar Center

110 South Seventh Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Dear Mr. Mithun:

Over 5500 members in 61 local Leagues have been
alerted to the 7th annual National Library Week, April
12-18 as a climax of a year-round effort to promote a
"better-read, better-informed America.”

This special week was first called to their atten-
tion d suggestions for action were made in a bulletin
from the League of Women Voters of the United States.

This was followed up with further information from me
with the suggestion that they might secure further in-
formation for bulletin articles from their local library
or from the Minnesota Committee. OSome local Leagues

will do more than others at this time because they are
actively involved in working to improve library facilities
or are cooperating with their libraries in other areas.

As usual the Owatonna Public Library has excellent
plans they are carrying out for this observation.
They are conducting a series of reports on the plays
included in the Guthrie Theater repertoire this season,
Mrs. Donohue, our librarian, has made_ plans with the
librarians in both the public¢ and parechial schools
to bring special significance to the role of the school
libraries and the cooperative roles these instititasos
can play.

I have not received the additional material to
support the National Library Week's goals. I1If there is
something of value for each of our local Leagues, I would
appreciate your sending it to the above address before
March 20.

Sincerely,

Mrs. William W. Whiting




March 5, 1964

Mrs. Roy C. Nelson
109 Hermantown Road
Duluth, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Nelson:

Thank you for your comments on our VOTER article,
'‘Come to the Party"” relating to party caucuses. We krnow many
of our members did attend their party caucuses and tock hus-
bands and friends with them. We continually try to impress
upon our nmembers that participation in the activities of tle
political parties is an essential part of citizen responsi-
bility.

As you probably know the League of Women Voters takes
action on governmental measures and policies in the public
interest., It does not support or oppose any political party
or candidate. The distinction between these two activities
sometimes causes confusion on the part of the public. I am
glad that you and other leaders in the Republican Party do

understand and realize that we do urge our members, except
those who are serving as League leaders, to work as indivi-
duals in the party of their choice.

Cur current program includes items on constitutional
revision, Indians, discrimination, election laws, lobby regu-
lations and conflict of interest, and home rule. The two
items on which we will put special emphasis during the cam-
paign are party designation and the election law relating to
new state residents voting for President and Vice President.
We believe these programs to be in the public interest and
they have had the support of both parties. We are hoping
that the pa:g%g can elect the men whose commitments to their
parties will tThése items become a reality.

/

We look forward to working with you and other leaders
in your party to promote our progran.

Sincerely,

Mrs, William W, Whiting
President
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March 3, 1964

Lawrence Haner, President
aPowedl Temen Voters of Pennsylvania
' Powell Lanc
est Chester, Pennsylvania

Dear Mrs. Haner:

In reply to your recent letter our state Board fit into
the Minneapolis National Convention in a number of ways but
geographic situation is quite different from yours. MNost
f our Board members come from the metropolitan area so it
7as quite simple for those who wished to serve as ushers,
tellers, ete.. Our staff members were also able to work at
the Convention. All of our Board were in Minneapolis Sunday
night before Convention for a dinner given for the national
Board. This was jointly financed by the Minneapolis League
and the state Board. Only four of our fifteen Board members
were from outside the Minneapolis area of these four, one was
a delegate and another was a visitor and the other two spent
just a day at Convention. One of our members was on the
steering committee which we found helpful. Does this answer
your question? If not let me know and I perhaps can be more
specific.

About our adopt-a-League program--to date we have used
it only in forming new Leagues but we have considered it for
helping an ailing League. We have not gone farther than this
with the idea for right now we are trying a "team” approach
with the state organization chairman working with these Leagues
setting up coffee parties to attract and talk with new members
and following up with a general meeting where the program is
provided by state Board members. This is still in the experi-
mental state so I can tell you results. The adoptaleague
program Hes definite advantages where you are widely separated
but there is still a certain amount of traveling involved for
state Board unless you can find a former state Board member in
the area. We are trying to involve all of our state Board in
field service work feeling that it is important for them to
know some other Leagues beside their own and also to cur down
on the traveling by the organization chairman and staff.

We are all looking forward to being in Pittsburgh next
month., If you are not too busy perhaps we can talk organiaation
for I would like to hear the results of your Board discussion
next week.

Sincerely,

I“EI'S e ‘i.jillia}n -U!lr . 'Hhit} illg
President




LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

1026 17TH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C

ZIP CODE 20036
AIR MAIL

February 14, 1964

Mrs. William Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
State Organization Service
University of Mimnnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota - 55414

Pear Mrs. Whiting:

Mrs. Morgan forwarded your recent letter to this office, with what we
took to be an unspoken plea that we try our hand at explaining how
national Board members feel about your proposal that suggested state
pledges be listed in the Comvention workbook. It isn't that Mrs.
Morgan lacks words, for surely she's ome of our most articulate Board
members, but I know she felt she had clearly presented the reasons
against so doing, when she replied to your suggestion last November.
80 now we'll try.

Just recently I read a fascimating article, "The Case For Bureaucracy”
which had this to say about the decision making process: "the decision-
maker must, in effect, recreate im his own office a microcosm of the
real-world complexity to which this decision will apply. This is the
only way he will be able not only to decide what is "objectively

right" but answer to his own satisfaction those four questions that
Paul Appleby, & former Under Secretary of Agriculture says should be
asked before any political decisiom is takem: "Who is going to be

mad? How mad? Who is going to be glad? How glad?™

This seems to me to describe quite well the decision-making process
as practiced by the national Board. For they do (and perhaps they are
the only ones who can) look at the real-world complexity of Leagues
and ask themselves, if this decision is made, what will its effect be.

What they see, when considering your proposal to publicly list suggested
pledges, is a real-world situation in which Leagues vary greatly in

gize and in the political, social and economic climate which nourishes
them and enables them to attract members, develop leadership and

become strong. They see Leagues with tremendous differences in the

size of the problems they face in relation to their numerical and fi-
nancial strength. For example, mere distance alome in the scarcely
populated Rocky Mountain area makes the cost of & state Board almost




Mrs. Willism Whiting, Pres.
LWV of Minnesota -2 - 2/14/64

insupportable. It sees & Budget Committee which tries to take such
variations into account in assessing pledges, but which for lack of
time, valid information, or an easy, equitable formula ~- or because
of the pressure of nationmal budgetary needs, does sometimes, make
impractical suggestions. It sees some Leagues struggling and paying
far above the national average (with few exceptions, these are

small Leagues). It sees a great many making a valiant effort to
catch up to the average. (These are mostly the big Leagues.) It
gees a number -- some recently -- who have become defensive or des-
perate (mad is too strong a word) about being unable to meet their
suggested pledges {again, these are mostly the same small Leagues
who are pledging over the average). But to~date, this year, it sees
only one large League which is proposing to pledge a smaller increase
than the committee has suggested.

Frankly to follow your suggestion in such a situation would, it seems
to us, result in more Leagues being mad than glad and with little if
any real gain to be had from the whole procedure. While the present
system denies to some the satisfaction of having available where all
can readily see, the size of the great advance they have made, it

does seem to us this is a pleasure most Leagues would willingly forego
in the interest of good femily relastione., So bear with us.

You will be glad to learn I know, that we are scheduling a budget
discusgion period with all state League presidents on Tuesday evening
at Convention. This idea offers an excellent opportunity we think

for exchanging views on the national budget and for mutually acquiring
a better sense of what we should aim for in future budgets and how o
reach the goals we set ourselves.

Looking forward to seeing and hearing from you there.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Paul Cleveland
Finance Secretary




Oetober 1, 1964

I loxanna K. Ford, Asslistant Director
School of Home Economics

ergity of Minnesota

Paul, Minnesota

Deaxr M.

Thank you for your letter following our telephone conversation.
have presented a challenging and interesting assigmment for me.

I will be glad to meet with your group at 5:30 on Cctober 22 and would

appreciate your making a parking reservation for ms.

Chapter of Pi lLambda Theta.

Mrs. m.
President
A LT S

fme
ird P

am looking forward to meeting with you and the members of Epsilon
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Mr. Vincent K. Bailey, Cl
iianesota

: @irman
oadside Council

325 Bailey Road
t. Paul, Minnesota 55110

My, Balley:

ith the urgency of the activities relating directly to voter regic-
traticn and voter information as well as League program prometion, I have
not been able to reply to your letter of Septamber

well past the October 15 deadline you hed set.

until this time——

In answer to your questions I regret that the Lsague of Vomsn Voters
of Minnesota is not in & position as an organization to participate in your
most urgent and worthwhile endeavor to unite all efforts to protect il

beautvel Mimmesota®s roadsides.

The reason that we cannot Join with the other groups in working on this
project is that our state program is selected by our members at our blemnual
state conventions. (The next convention is May 1965.) The League of YWomen
Voters functions on &ll three levels of government--the members selecting
items for their study, discussion, decision-making and action. Therefore
our program on the state level is limited to those items the members feel
they have the time to understand and carry out action programs, Your
project does not come under amy of the present state program items,

Through our lLeague program our members learn to become effective as
individuals and to participate in the formation of public opinion, T!
belong to other organizations besides the Leagve and use this "know how
in promoting the programs of other organizations which may be pressure
groups interested in your program.

I would be surprised if you did not find lLeague members working actively
through these other organigations to promote the worlgEEs e Minnesoia
Roadslde Council.

Sincerely yours,

r

Mrs. Williem W. Whiting /
Presaidant &




Zip Code: 20036

January 14, 1964

Mrs. Oliver Jarvenpa

League of Women Voters of Columbia Heights
4340 Benjamin Street, N. E.

Columbia Heights, Minnesota 55421

Dear Mrae. Jarvenpa:

We are in receipt of your publications order of January 6. The
publications were semt to you January 9.

Before entering the names of the men listed to receive compli-
mentary subscriptions to THE NATIONAL VOTER we want to be certain
that there is no misunderstanding about the responsibility for
the cost of these subscriptions. These subscriptions cost $1
apiece. Since you did not list a price for them we thought per-
haps you assumed that these would come out of the national budget.
This is not possible, We think it is a splendid idea to promote
knowledge of the League through such subscriptions and will be
happy to enter the names and bill your League for the $6 if you
will please let us know that this is what you intended.

Sincerely,

(¥Mrs.) Mabelle M. Long
Ozxganigation Secretary
MML /e

cc: State LWV
Miss Stuhler
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league of Women Voters of Minnesota INV of GOLUMBIA
tate Orgenization Service
University of Minnesota Made by Rozyeki
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455
373 - 2959 Date April 11, 1967

REPORBRD OF ¥ L& 1T
Be sure to keep the Recognition Standards in mind when you evaluate & local league
you are visiting. It will help to remind you in what areas the League needs help,
and in whet areas the League is doing well, and should share its success stories.
Type of Meeting & Number Present: Membership __ Board Special _ Amnual Meeting

Purpose of Visit: guest

List Important Points of Discussion:

Amnmual Meeting I ever attended = 6:30-13230. They apparently

how much fun one could have at this sort of affary I
door prises, performed skits and drank into the ni ) I had
i ti as we still hadn't eaten at
which lasted for about
that they gave !

M W
cCame m

Nitye.

Your Recommendations to the Local league:

Competent persons for future state committees and Boards:

(Use other side if Nec,)
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