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llingescta League of Women Voters
The "Equal Rights" or “"Blaniet" Auonims
There is now bBefore the United States Congress & nrcpoced amendment to
vhe federal constitution which resds as follows:
"Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States and
every place subject to its jurisdiction."
This amendment is supported by the Nationael Woman's Party,
This amendment, at a recent hearing, was opposed by representatives of:
Nationel Women's Trade Union League Y W C A Industrial Department
National League of Women Voters Girls' Friendly Society of America
American Federation of Lebor American Home Emonomics Association
National Council of Catholic Women National Council of Women
American Federatien of Teachers International Brotherhood of Bookbinders
Netional Council ef Jewish Women Brotherhood of Railroad Cierks
National Federation of Viomen's Clubs Stenographers amd Office Workers' Union
National Consumers' League
Are the women whe belong to these organizations opposed to “equal rights"
as such, and do they wish to see women placed under disadvantages es compared

with men? Certainly not, On the contrary the women of these organizations have

been persistently at work for years securing the passage of specific bills

removing discrimime tions ageinst women - such bills, for example; as that

recently passed in Congress-providing for the independent citizenship of married
women, or, in Minnesota, the bill which has made women eligible for jury service.
These women have also worked hard for meny years to secure laws to protect women
age ingt the handicaps which they would otherwise suffer on account of sex ~ such
laws a8 that recent}y secured in Minmesote prohibiting the employment of women
more them 54 hours a week, or the mothers' pension law.

Why, then, do they oppose the amendment? (1) Beceuse, if passed, it would
throw all laws relating to women into the courts with results which no one could

predict. Lawyers agree as to this. (2) Because it would almost certainly nulli-

{y every protective law for women which has been secured sfter yvears of effort

on the part of women devoted to the advancement of their own sex and of the
public welfare. Some such protective laws have been passed in every state of the
union in response to an undeniable public opinion, and particulerly in response
to the demand's of women's groups.

The proposed amendment would not only endanger or nullify all present pro-
iective legislafion. It would do more. It would make it i mpossible theresafter
fcr Congress or the legislature of any state - no matter how great the need o-
how great the sentiment in favor of it - to pess any law which wo' 1ld opcrate for

vhe special protection of women. There have been proposed & number of amend-




nenis to the constitution to give Congress or to give the steste Legislatures
srenter freedom to legislate concerning problems of social welfere. The
Child Labor Amendment is an example of an amendment which would enlerge the
powers of Congress so as to permit it to pass laws for the proiection of
children against industrial expleoitation. The "Equal Rights" emendment is of
quite another kind - it would restrict the powers of Congress and the state
Legislatures to act in matters pertaining to the welfare of women, whatever
the needs occasioned by changing social conditions.,

At & recent national conference of trade union women held in Washington
at the call of the National Women's Trade Union League, made up of working
vomen who know the needs of working women, a declaretion was pass=d calling
upon the National Woman's Party to discontinue its efforts lcr blanket legis~
lation, either federal or state, as & means of removing c¢ivil and legel dis-
criminations against women; '"Working women have always fought for equality,
political and eéconomic, and we shell continue to do so. But we believe this
should be done by separate specific lews, in order that positive gains *“hat
heve been made shall not be lost by blanket legislation. We therefore
declare our opposition to the so-called equal rights legislation which is
being urged in the form of a blanket amendment to the federal constituticn
and blanket laws for the various states, We distinguish between ‘equal
rights' in theory, and équal rights in fact, especially as applied to incus-
triael conditions and labor laws for women." This declaration was accomvenied
by the renewal of an offer to cooperate to correct discriminations by
remedying particular wrongs where found by the necessary legislation for
such purpose.

Why is it that the Woman's Party in their quest for 'eoval rights' are so
insistent on the "blankiet" method which practically all other groupsdof women,
and especially of working women whoce interests are most vitally affecteq,
agree is fraught with gravest peril? 1Is it beczcuse the Woman's Party cares
more for the selfish prestige of e political victory in its own name than
it does for the %rue interests of women or trus eauality of right?

"God help the unorganized woman worker if the blenket legislation shonld
pass", said Edward F, McGrady of the Legislative Committee of the American
Federation of Labor. "All she has is the protection placed on the statute
books by the efforts of her progressive sisters, and that would be taken away,"

In Minnesota & proposed 'blanket" bill was decisively defeated in the
1923 session of the Legislature and was opposed by most of the women's organ-
izations of the state. A committee of the legislative Council of the Lesague oy
Women Voters is now at work going over the laws éf the state with a fine-tocth
comb to discover any remaining legal discriminations against women and to draf™
specific bills for their removal, All agree however that in Minnesota at
present women have more mdvantages than disadvantages under the laws of the

state,




10UR SUBSCRIPTION TO

EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE
Wic are sure you will not want to be
without your copy this coming year.

Give your renewal to your loocal
League membership chairman, or

SEND A QUARTER TO

The Minnesota League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

ame

Address

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE
We are sure you will not want
without your copy this coming year.

Give your renevwal to your local
League membership chairman, or

SEND A QUARTEZER TO

The Minnesota League of Viomen Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

ame

Address

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

We are sure vou will not want to be
without .your copy this coming year.

Give your renewal to your local
League membership chairmen, or

SEND A OUARTER TO
The Minnesota League of Women Voters,

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minnearolis

Hame

Address

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO

EXPIRES WITH THIS ISSUE

Wie are sure you will not want to le
vithout your copy this coming year.
SEND FORTY CENTE TO

The Minnesota League of Viomen Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

Name

Address




M nnesota League of Women Voters,
12739

232 Henrnepin Avenue, Minneapolis -
Moy Sth, 1924 FCR IVMRLIATE RELEASE

Women to Attend Institute of Government at Mankato May 14 - 15.

Much interest is being shown in the two-day Instiftute of Government and
Politics which is to be held in Mankato May 14th and 15th by the Mankato
Teachers' College and the League of Women Voters in cooperation. This is
the fifth in a most successful series of Institutes which have been held
by the League this spring with the Teachers' Colleges of the state. It is
expected to draw a large attendance of women from counties throughout the
southern part of the state.

Two members of the faculty of the University of Minnesota, Professor
John M, Gaus and Professor Harold M. Ouigley, are to give the principal lec-

. » - . A . 3 . -1
tures in the courses on "Political Parties" and "American Foreign Policyl

the faculty of the Teachers' College. Mrs, Sumner T. McKnight of Minneapoli:
who presented to President Coolidge and Secretary of State Hughes the mile-
long petition of signatures obtained in Minnesota in favor of America's
entry into the World Court will speak of the Court and of the hearings Jus?t
held on that subject before the Foreign Relations Committee of the Sernate,
Mrs. F W Wittich, state chairman of Efficiency in Government for the League
of Women Voters, will conduct a course on 'The Reorganization of State
Departments", one of the leading issues in the state elections this year.
Mrs, A, J. McGuire of St., Paul will report on the national convention of the
League of Women Voters just concluded at Buffalo, New York,

A reception will be held at Daniel Buck Hall the evening of the 14th
for the women who have registered for the Institute. Miss Agnes larson of
the Mankato Teachers' College is in charge of the local arrangements for
the Institute, and Miss Mattie C. Ellis is chairman of the hospitality

ittee which will give special attention to providing for women from

sut of Cown,
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Dear Librarian: -

I am sure you will be interested in the announcement of the
Institute of Government and Politics which is to be held in
Mankato May 14th and 15th. This is the fifth in a series of
educational Institutes on political questions which have
been held this spring under the joint auspices of the League
of Women Voters and the State Teachers' Colleges. It is
hoped that women from all parts of southern Minnesota will
attend these meetings at Mankato, for which unusual speakers
have been secured.

Please post the enclosed announcements on your Library bulletin
board and in any other placeswhere they will come to the
attention of women generally. We shall be most grateful for
_anything you can do to advertise the Institute.

Have you seen the set of five little booklets under the title
"Know Your Own Foreign Policy!l which have been published
recently by our Committee on International Co-oneration to
Prevent War? They are excellent material for the use of
groups interested in peace and the study of international
relations, and as they cost only 15 cents a set it occcurs to
me that you might want at least one set for your library.

Sincerely yours,

Gladys Harriscon,
Executive Secretary
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My dear

It is the practice of this organization at election time to collect
and make available to voters accurate information concerning candi-
dates for public office. A large number of voters have come tc look
to us for this service, knowing that the League is an educational
and not a partisan agency and has no purpose other than stimulating
intelligent discussion of real issues., For this reason we use oaly
those facts which are matters of official record or of the candi-
dates' own statement,

The enclosed questionneaire is being sent to all cendidates for the
House of Representatives. The replies received will be published
in our bulletin and will be kept on open file in our office. In
sending out the auestiomnaire the League has no desire that any
candidate should commit himself for or against any measure on which
he is not willing at this time to express an opinicn, but it offers
an opportunity to state the views on which he rests his candidecy
with respect to various public ocuestions, particularly those in
which women are most concerned,

Vie hope you will fill out and return the questionnaire . promptly as
a matter of opportunity for yourself and of service to the voters,

vho - as we have found from past experience - are eager to consult
the informastion thus made available.

Sincerely yours,

Merguerite M Vells,
President




The Minnesota League of Viomen Voters,
1639 Hennepin Ave., Minnecpolis, Minn,

OUES TIONNAIRE FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES SENATQR
May, 1924

Name Running on Ticket

Residence

Biographieal Notes

INTERNAT IONAL CO-OPERATION

The World Court - Do you favor the entry of the United States into the Per-
manent Court of Internationscl Justice on terms that will insure the inde-
pendence of the United States but without reservations that are designed %o
make our admission impracticable?

Participation in International Conferences - Do you favor a policy of official
American participation in international conferences designed to prevent
war and to further humanitarisn movements?

PUBLIC WELFARE

Child Labor - (a) Do you favor the federal child labor amendment?
(b) If the amendment is ratified by the states, will you support federcl
legislation setting minimum stendards for the protection of children in
industry?

Removal of Illiteracy - Do you favor the extension of the principle of fed-
eral aid for the removal of illiteracy?

Legal Status of Women - (o) Do you favor the prompt removal of all legal
diseriminations ageinst women by carefully considered specific measures?
(b) Will you oppose the so-called "Egqual Rights" amendment
vhich threatens the welfare of women workers and endangers other desirable
legislation?

Appropriations -~ (a) Do you favor cdequate appropriations for the work of
the federal Children's Bureau? (b) For the Vomen's Bureau in the
Department of Labor?

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Merit System in Civil Service - Do you favor the abolition of political
petronage and the extension of the classified civil service on
scientific o imciples of personnel administration?

LAW ENFQR CEMENT

6. Prohibition - Do you faver 211 measures necessary to the striet enforcement
of the Eighteenth Amendment?

The above are questions on which the League of Viomen Voters has taken action
and on which its members generally are eager to ascertain the view of the
candido tes.




=

In addition; please indicate very briefly the action you advocate in
respect to any or all of the following issues:

7. Methods of Tax Reduction -

8. Direction in which federal expenditures can best be curtailed -

9. Methods of effecting agriculturzl relief -

10. Revision of tariff, upward or downward -

3
3

11. Principle on which immigration policy should be determined -

12, Government conservation and regulation of natural resources -

13. Government ownership or ‘control of railways -

14, Reforms in nominating and election methods -

15, Reforms in Congressional procedure =

16. Changes in United States Foreign Policy -




Minnesota League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis

QUESTIONNAIRE FR CANDIDATES
PR THE OFFICE OF REPRESENTATIVE IN UNITED STATES CONGRESS
May, 1924

Neme Running on Ticket

Residence

Biographicel Notes

PUBLIC WELFARE

1. Child Lebor - (a) Do you fevor the federal child labor amendment?
(b) If retified by the states, will you support federel legislation setting
minimum standards for the protection of children in industry?

2, Removal of Illiterascy - Do you favor the extension of the principle of fed-
eral aid for the removal of illiterecy?

3. Legal Status of Women - (a) Do you favor the prompt removal of all legal
discriminations against women by carefully considered specific measures?
(b) Will you oppose the so-called "Eaual Rights" Amendment
which threatens the welfare of women workers and endangers other desir-
able legislation? '

4, Appropriations - (2) Do you favor ndequate appropriations for the work of
the federal Children's Bureszu? (b) For the Women's Bureau in the
Department of Labor?

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

5, Merit System in Civil Service - Do you favor the sbolition of peclitical
patronage and the extensicn of the ciassified eivil service on scientific
principles of personnel administration?

LAW ENFORCEMENT

6., Prohibition ~ Do you favor all measures necessary to the strict enforecement
of the Eighteenth Amendment?

The above are ouestions on which the League of Women Voters hes taken action
end on which its members generally are eager to ascertein the view of the
cendidates. In addition, please indicate very briefly the action you advo-
cate in respect to any or ell of the following issues:

7. Methods of Tax Reduction ~

8. Direction in which federal expenditures can best be curtailed -

9. Methods of effecting agricultural relief -
10. Revision of tariff, upward or downward -

11, Principle on which immigration poliecy should be determined -

12, Government conservation and regulation of natural resources -
13. Government ownership or control of railways -

14, Reforms in nominzting and election methods -

15, Reforms in Congressional procedure =




The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the
Minnesota League of Viomen Voters will be heid Fricay,

May 23rd, from 10:20 e.m. to 4:30 p.m. Ve have avcepted
the invitation of Mrs. McKnight to hold the meeting at her
cabin on Criss Cross Farm, 12 miles outside of Minnzapolis,
on Superior Boulevard. Cars will be at the stete office,

1639 Hennepin Avenue, at 10 o'clock to teke members to ths
meeting.

Chairmen of local Leagues or their representatives are
invited to meet with the Board at this time, but it will
be necessary for all who plan to attend to notify the
office in advance so that arrangemente mey be made lor
transportation and luncheon.

L2 Marguerite M Tells,
President

MEETING OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
MINNESUTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

The next meeting of the Legislative Council will be
held et the headquarters of the League of Women
Voters, 1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneanolis, lWednesday,
Mav 28th, at 2:00 pem.

«> let us know (Atlantic 1171) whether or not
wi!l be able to attend.

Gladys & Harriscn, Secretary

21st, 1924
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May 19th, Mrs, Barry N. Collins
1924

Dear Chairman: -

"The best convention the League ever had" is the universal comment on the inspir-
ing meeting of last menth at Buffalo - and "Get Out the Vote." was the dominent
note at that convention.

"In the campaign to get out the vote in-1924, the League is pledged to the great-
est adventure in politics that this country has ever seen undertaken", said Miss
Belle Shefwin, the newly elected national president. "Until the last vote is
polled on election night, every League should count that day lost which dces not
see some advancement toward making that pledge good. The eyes of America are
upon us, and we must meet the test!"

What must we do in Minnesota? To achieve the goal of 75 per cent we must gel
out 924,650 voters this year - 126,705 more than voted in 1920. We must get them
out for two elections - the primary election June 16th and the General Election
November 4th, and in the large cities we must get them registered too.

How can we do it? Only by a united state-wide effort. Every local League of
course is expected to get out the vote in its own community. But we must do more.
Wle must reach every unorganized town and county, every township even, and as
nearly as possible every home., This means that we must all enli§t for a service
which is no less patriotic and urgent than thet which we did during the War.

A General Get-Out-the-Vote Committee for the state has been formed, apd is pre-
paring to offer every imaginable help in the way of educational materlél‘and
personal assistance. Every local League should become at once a recruiting
station for the workers who must be enlisted from its part of the state.

The enclosed is only the first of a series of bulletins that wiil be sent you-

We ask you to read it careruvlly ard to act speedily on as many of the fu%geut}Jr?
as possible. Keep us in toush with vhat you are doing - We ne;d this informascich
for publicity, but even more so that we can help you effectively.

With confidence in your efiorts, and with assurance of our cooperation, we are

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs. James Paige)
Acting Chairman, Get oub the Vote Committee

GET OUT THE VOTE! — PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 16th




Get-Qut-the-Vote Bulletin No, 1
Mirnesota League of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Av., Minneapolis
May 19th, 1924
ENLIST THE WORKERS

The first step in a well-organized Get-Out-the-Vote campaign is to call &
meeting of your local Board and appoint a special committee of your besth
workers. At that meeting you will outline plans for the work in your com-
munity by methods with which you are familiar, such as candidates’ meetings,
publicity, classes of instruction for voters, information booths, essay
contests in schools, and the never-to-be-forgotten patient work of personal
reminder by telephone sauad and house-to-house canvass.

This first bulletin deals particularly with ways to enlist workers,

lst. Have @ BIRTHDAY PARTY for NEW VOTERS!

For the girls of 21 who may vote this year for the first time. Invite them
to an afternoon or evening party and have it as frivolous as you will, pio-
vided that there is a serious straight-forward talk or two to bring home to
the girls the responsibility and opportunity of the vote. Ask them to »e-
come members of your League and volunteer some time for the get-cut-the
vote work this summer., We need them!

Northfield has already had a Voters' Birthday Party, and it was so succecs-
ful that their chairman wants to make it an annual affeir. For its vuriy
the Northfield League had two serious talks on ¢itizenship, political char-
ades, a three-act franchise movie given by the girls themselves showing
girls of different types making appiication for membership in the lLeague,
then reeding up in The Woman Voter, and finally entering the pollinz vlace
to cast their first votes as citizens, a song "My Flag and Your EBlsg’ -

and a birthday cake with 21 red, white and blue candles.

If you have such a party, be sure to issue a general invitation to all girls
who have become 21 since the last general election, and supplement i% with
personal invitations as much as possible, If you wish to carry out the

idea to the extent of a birthday present, you may order from the office
copies of that admirable booklet, "Parties, Politics and People" - the
birthday edition (35¢ a copy) with a bcok mark on the inside cover showing

a birthday cake with a place for writing in the name of the new voters.

end, Enroll College Girls!

This is being done under the direction of the General Committee with the
assistance of a representative at nearly every college in the state. A series
of convocations are now being steged a® which League speakers talk good citi-
zenship and the girls are given an opportunity to sign cards voluntarily to
give some time this summer to Getting-Out-the-Vote and indicating the kind

of work they prefer - speaking, driving, publicity, etc., The eagerness with
which the girls are responding should spur the rest of us.

drd. Enlist League Members!

If college girls are ready to volunteer part of their vacation time, surely
our League members are ready to do as much. Any one of them who has a car
will be glad to offer some definite emount of her time to drive speakers
about, Any one of them who speaks at all will gladly volunteer to speak for
this - especially when she knows that necessary material and facts will be
put into her hands from the state office, The problem is simply to organize
all this good-will and enthusiasm,

Jards similar to those distributed in the colleges are being sent you, You
w1y have as many as you can use. You are asked to sign up volunteers from
wour League membership (or out of it) and send the cards back to the stabe
tfice. This will give us a card index of hundreds of workers from all over
: state whom we can count on. These we will furnish with meterial and
o~ganize into "Flying Squadrons"” who will go by motor through the state carry
‘ug the Get-Out-the-Vote message end organizing the Get-Out-the Vo'e vork,

ACT QUICKLY’- GIVE THE WORK A FLYING START!




Get -Out-the-Vote Bulletin No. 2,
Mirnesota League of Women Voters,
1659 Hennepin Ave,, Minneapolis
May 19th, 1924
First Announcement ~ Get-Out-the-Vote Material

No. 1 Special Issue of "The Weman Voter" Fume lst, giving
Figures, county by coun®y, of the vote cast in Minnesota in 1920,
and the number of votes rced:d to make the coveted 75 per cent.
Find out where your county stends - how far you have to go.
Answers from Congressional Candidetes to questionnaires sent out
by the League on issues of perticuler interest to women. Invaluable
for voters who believe in loocking before leaping, studying before
voting.
Extra copies for distribution may be had a2t the rate of
1Z apiece - 90¢ per 100

"The Great Game of Polities" by Frank R Kent

A special paper-cover edition printed for the League of Women
Voters. We consider this a very special announcement. This is the
best book on practical politics we have seen - it is especially
recommended by "The Woman Citizen", by Mrs. Catt, by Miss Wells =~
and we felt it should be part of the eouipment of every single
woman who tackles this get-out-the-vote problem. We knew however
that most League morkers couldn't afford the price. So we have hod
a special edition made, just for the League, of these 320 informiig
pages. The books are at the League office now -~ to sell at
507 & copy.

The book describes itself as "An effort to present the elementary
human facts about politics, politicians, and political machines, can~
didates and their ways, for the benefit of the everage citizen." zand
it is a successful effort, -

"How to Get Out the Vote" flier. Prize-winning article by Elizebeth
Hauser. Tells how to get right down to work in your own town ang
get it out. 457 per 100,

Popular Flier for use before primary election, now in preparation szt
state office. Informative and simple - designed for popular distribu.
tion., Will be priced at about 30¢ per 100. 6rder now for prompt
delivery.

"Who's Who and Why in State and County Government in Minnesota"
Revised edition of 1923, 31 informetive pages on the duties, salaries
and gualificatiors of state and county officers, Somewhat varticular-
ized for Hennepin County but useful everywhere. 5¢ a copy.

"Digest of Election Laws in Minnesota" The Legislature in 1923 made
some chenges relating to preprimary conventions and party ceucnusaes
and to registretion in the cities. These chenges are indic ated by
marginal notes written in, otherwise Jjust as up-to~date and just as
convenient as when printed in 1922. 25¢ a CopY.

Equipment for Get-Out-the-Vote Workers
We are preparing a complete kit of sample literature, end the follow-
ing material now in preparation -

Material for an inspirational talk on voting

Material for an instructive talk on the primary election

Explanation of how tc organize local League groups and

Get-Out-the-Vote Committees

Pointers on getting publicity
New material will be added from time to time. This material provided
free to League members who volunteer to do a definite amount of fiell
work in the Get-Out-the-Vote Campaign.

"

No. 8 Enrollment Cards for Volunteer VWorkers - furnished on request.

Later - Platforms of the political parties - records of state candilrfos
additional charts and fliers

Samples of new printed and mimeographed material, with prices, vill be
sent to local League chairmen as ready,
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My dear

You will recall the letter which we sent you on May 13th enclosing
a questionnaire which we sent thet day to all candidates for the
United States Congress.

We have had a remarkably high percentage of returns to these ques-
tionnaires and are planning to publish the replies in our bulletin,
"The Woman Voter" which must go to press not later than May 30th
and will be generally distributed. We would regret sincerely

not to have a reply from you included with the others, and we know
that this would be & matter of regret also to voters in your
district who are already asking for the returns from the can-
didates,

Wie are enclosing an extra questionnaire so that you may have a
copy in case the original was mislaid.

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Vells,
MMW cke President
encl.

GET OUT THE VOTE! —- PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 16th




A meeting of the Legisletive Council was held April 17th, 1924, at the
League of Women Voters headquarters. Presiding - Mrs. Usiand. Present:
Miss Mabel G Peirce, M E A; Mrs, Myra Griswold, W C T U; Mrs, Sophie Olson
Hein, Minn, State Registered Nurses 2ss'n; Mrs, Arthur representiag Mrs.,
Scekmen, A A U W; Mrs, McIntosh ard Mrs, John Elliot, Women's Welfare League;

s, Brnest Mariette, Minn. Public Health Nurses Ass'n; Mr, Bruno, Minn,
Cemmittee on Social Legislation; Miss Chase representing Mrs. Gilman of the
Women's Cooperative Alliance; Mrs. H J Bailey end Mrs. B O Tellier, Rural
Advisory Committee; Miss Lawrence, League Committee on Education; Miss Alice
Kercher , League Committee on Law Eniorcement; Mrs. John M CGaus, League Com-
mittee on Sociel Hygiene; Mrs. Die%richson, League committee on Women in
Industry; Mrs. O M Denny, Minneapolis League; Mrs. John M Guise, St. Paul
League; Miss Marguerite M Wells, Dr. Ruth Boynton and Miss Harrison, as
secretary.

Miss Lawrence reported for the sub-committee on Education. Recommended that
a statement be drawn up explaining the situation in regard to the pro rating
of stete aid end that this urge that all aid be pro rated on the same basis.
This statement to be sent to all candidates for the state Legislature at the
appropriate time.

Recommended also that a statement be drawn up explaining the present condi-
tion of the Teachers' Retirement Fund and that the law endorsed by the

& trustees committee for its revision be endorsed., This statement also to
be sent to the candidates for the Legislature and their attitude delermined,

The committee requestedmore time for the consideration of the question o
enforcing the teaching of scientific temperance in the schools.

No motion was made for the adoption of these recommendations, the secretary
calling attention to the agreement made et the last meeting of the Council
that an explanation of all recommendations be prepared in writing and given
to members of the Council for their consideration before the meeting atb
which action is taken.

Miss Wells moved and Mrs, Guise seconded the following motion: That the
Chair appoint a committees of five, of which she shell be a member. to be
known as the Committee on the Final Progrem; That when the sub-committees
make their recommendation to the Council, the vote of the Council be taken
upon whether these recommendeticns be mejected entirely or go to the Com-
mittee on the Final Program; That this Committee on the Final Program con-
sider all the subjects committed to it at one time. selecting from them
those most important to go upon & program nat too large to be successfully
supported by the League of Women Voters at one legislative session. The
Committee on Final Program may recommend toe the Council that certain measur
be made a part of this final program only under the condition that other
organizations also agree %o do definitve work in their support. The Commitie
on the Final Program mey recommend in respect to other measures that alcho
the League of Women Voters shall not suppor% them at the coming session of
the Legislature they shall be presented to other organizations represented
in the Council for their support if desired, Carried.

Mr, Bruno gave a resume of the proposed marriage law which is similar Yo the
one introduced in the Legislature during the last session. The followiaz
suggestions for changes in the fill were made in the course of discussica:

(1) That the waiting period between the issuance of the license and the
time of the marriage be ten days instead of five ia view of the fact thav in
rural districts newspapers are ordinarily published only once a week.

(2) That the license be not granted on application but at the end of the
weiting period.

It was explained by Mr. Bruno that this bill is modelled on th
proposed by the committee of the Americen Bar Associatiion but th
its provisions are more advenced than would be possible in a Lii
for adoption in all of the states.

The Chair introduced Mrs. Geus as the new chairman of Sociel Hygiene for %L
League of Women Votvers, and as chairman of the sub-cemmitice of Yhe Council
o corsider the marricge bill,
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Chair asked Mr. Brurno to> keep in mind the question of the family court
to bring it before the Council if its consideration by the COUWbli
uld be thought advisable

Miss Kercher reported two conferences which have been held since the last
meeting of the Council on the auestion of the empleoyment of children in the
beet fields. The first was held with Mr. H A Douglas end four other repre-
sentatives of the beet sugar industry. At this meeting the proposed exvan-
sion of the industry in Minnesota was discussed and the representatives of
the sugar company gave assurances that they would cooperate with officials

in the enforcement of the school attendance laws. The suger company, however,
does not regard the problem as its particular responsibility inmasmuch as

the employment contracts are made with the farmers rather than with the

sugar company directly,

The second conference was held with representatives of State Departments
which are charged with the enforcement of the Child Welfare and School Atten-
dance laws, including the Department of Education, the Children's Bureau

end the Industrial Commission, also Miss Currie of the United Charities in
St. Paul, where the congregation of a large number of Mexican families in
the winter following the beet field season has created a serious housing and
employment problem. Agreement was reached at this conference to make an
investigation of conditions in the beet growing areas this summer in order

to test the enforéeability of the present laws and to acquire information on
which to base the consideration of any proposed legislation.,

Mrs, Dietrichson brought up the matter of the equal rights amendment now
befa e the United States Congress which, if adopted, would in the orinion

of the leading constitutional lawyers throw all protective legislation for
women into the courts and probably result in its nullification. It was
pointed out that the League of Women Voters has secured the passage of bilils
in nearly every state correcting actual legal discriminations which do exist
against women, including in Minnesota the passing of the law making women
eligible for jury service, It was also pointed out that the passage of such
a constitutional amendment would nullify many laws which have been enacted

in the state at the recommendation of the Legislative Council and would make
impossible the careful consideration of legel disabilities which is being
given Yo the QUPStan by Miss Monahan's committee., Mrs, Dietrichson reporied
thet the Woman's Party is trying to revive organization in Minnesota and is
concentrating its efforts in this state in the hope of getting a plank sup-
porting the equal rights emendment in the Third Party platform. The Farme: .
Labor federation held in St. Paul in March did pass a resolution in suppor®s
of the measure, but without any discussion, meny of the leaders being unaware
that the matter was included in the resolutions which were of an extremely
hurried and informal character.

Mrs. Bailey pointed out the necessity of reaching the sources of publicity
in this matter, reporting that the pavers of the Webb Publishing Companryv
are carrying articles in support of the measure. The request was made ®tha®
meterial on this guestion be sent to the members of the Council.

The Chair introduced Dr. Ruth Boynton es director of the Child Hygiene Divi-
sion in Minnesotes and in charge of the Sheppard-Towner work in the state.
Dr. Boynton spoke of the state appropriation needed to carry on the work and
explained that this will first be passed upon by the State Board of Health
in making up its budget for submission to the next Legislature. At presen%
the Division has about $47,000 available per annum for the work, made up as
follows: $15,000 appropriated by the State Legislature

1,500 As a gift from Olmsted County

1,600 " ° ™ " St. Louis County

3,000 from the American Child Health Association

$21,000

meking a total of $21,000 which is matched by an equal amount from the fedar-
al government, plus the $5,000 which is given by the federal goverrment oui-
right to any state taking advantage of the provisions of tThe act.

Dr. Boynton on request then gave an account of how the Sheppard-Towner work
is being carried out in the state. In response to questions Dr. Boyntcn
said that it was impossible as yet Gtc test the rcsults of the work by stal.




S

istics. She said she felt that the letters the Division was constantly
receiving from women in the state requesting the held of the Division or
expression eppreication of its work would provide the best argument at pre-
sent for the continuance of the appropriation. She said that the work was
&ncountering little opposition of any kind. In order to secure the coopera-
tion of the physicians, the clinical work had not been pushed except in
selected counties where the cooperation of the physicians was assured., A%
the present time about half of the requests for aid which come to the Bureau
are referred to them by the physicians, This is considered a very fine indi-
cation of the cooperation which prevails, There has also been no difficulty
whatever with the federal authorities and no dictation cr interference of any
kind, tke only requirement made by the United States Children's Bureau being
that the work shall be strictly within the limits of the Sheppard-Towner

Act. The county administrative boards consisting of two physiciens, a mem-
ber of the Child Welfare Board, and two women are active in about one third
of the counties. The women are very interested and valuable members, It

is the hope of the Division that these boards will give more active coopera-
tion in the future,

Miss Wells referred to two editorials which have recently eppeared in the
Minneapolis Journal, condemning the externsion of federal aid and particularly
singling out the Sheppard-Towner Act as an example of the dengerous tencency
to extend federal authority over state matters.

It was moved by Miss Wells that a committee be appointed to interview the
editor of the Jourunal to protest against its editorial policy in respect

o the Sheppard-Towmr Act. Seconded and carried. The Chair eppointed Mrs.
Mariette, Mrs. Gaus and Dr, Boynton to interview the editor. (Dr. Bcynbton's
name was later withdrawn and Mrs, Denny appointed in her place.)

Mr., Bruno spoke of a bill which is now before Congress to create a Boara

of Public Welfare for the Distric% of Columbia, abolishing various boards
and uniting their functions., There will be nine members appointed to this
Board for six year terms, so eappointed that lerms of theee of the members
will expire together. Such a bill will make possible edministration of
laws conceming children by methods similar to those followed in Minnesova,
He pointed out the fact that local govermment in the Distriect is governec
by Acts of Congress and thalt the only way good legislationm for the District
can be secured is by exerting influence on the Congressmen of the various
states.

It was explained by the Chair that such a measure was hardly within the

scope of the Legislative Council, but it was urged that members of the Ccuncil
individually vwrite to the Minnesota members of Congress in behalf of it.

Moved by Mrs. Gaus that the regular meeting day of the Council be chargaa
from Thursday to Wednesday. ©Seconded and carried,

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m, Gladys Harrison, Secretary




AGENDA
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
May 28th, 1924

Arpointment of Committee on Final Program

Call for written statements on all proposed legislation fer
use of council members.,

Legel Status of Women
Report by Mre, Bailey on Webb Publishing Co. and
"Bqual Rights" amendment

Report by Miss Momehan on legal discriminations

Report by Mrs, Mar-iette on commitiee to call on Journal and
subsequent editorials

Report by Miss Lawrence on Part Time Schools and counties
selected for beet sugar investigation.

Report by Mrs. Districhson on the enforcement of the "Hours Law™

Report by Miss Kercher on enforcement of Leegue legislation




Get-OQut-the-Vote Bulletin No. 4
Minnesote League of Vomen Voters,
1629 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis
May 28th, 1924

Semple Speech

When our forefathers set uo on this continent a democracy, it was because in
their wisdom and courage they believed all other governments had failed and
were intolerable. If democracy fails it too must pass. Government im the
United States is by the People. If the People cennot or will not governm,
Democracy will have feiled.

Three hundred, two hundred years ago, men and women broke away from the tyr-
annies of old world governments and facing hardships and peril came to this
new land in search of liberty. Here they set up & new kind of government

and swore allegiance to a new kind of sovereign ~ to the People themselves.

In the United States the people are enthroned. If a throne is vacated it

does not remain empty. If the People abdicate, who will be the Usurper?

lie fear, and with reason we fear, that Usurper whoever the monster may be

end whatever its shape - Machine or Boss or Mimority Rule. "If the light

of democracy be turned to derkness" cried Bryce, "How great is that darkness.”

Today we are being told that the People have abdicated. . Not the majority,
but the minority is doing the governing. Men are sitting in the Serate today
elected to that position by from 9 per cent to 33 per cent of their consti-
tuents. In a certain important committee of the Senate lies and has lain

for over & yesr, a proposal clotely touching the honor and interests of the
United States, Two presidents have urged action. The People by hundreds and
thousands and millions have begged and petitioned that the question be sub-
mitted to the vote of the Senate. At a recent hearing forced by public
clemor advocates of the proposal appeared from morming umtil night three

days running end not a single voice was reised upon the other side., Yet the
committee does not act. Why should it? It flounts public opinion. Why
not? Public opinion did not elect those senators to office. At the polls
the people did not take the trouble %o make themselves heard, Senators know
who eleet them. They know their masters' voice. They will obey no other.
The People have abdicated. ;:

Four years ago at the election at the end of the Great War, with every issue
unsolved for which ten million lives hed been given, with 8 world to be made
over, twenty six million Americens refused to take the trouble even to reg-
ister en opinion at the polls. "smericans"”, someone once said about another
election, "once went to war about taxation without representation. Now they
won't even go to the polls about itl"

There are those who believe that the great founders of our naetion were rash
end optimistic and that a government by the whole people will not justify
jtself. There are those who so reason. They are rare. In the hearts of the
grest multitude of Americans today abides a profound bslief in government by
the people. If Democracy has failed, they demand of its accusers. what
alternative do you offer? "If Democracy is flouted”, as a great student of
government asked, "what remains?" And he quotes the Greek proverb - "If
weter chokes, what can one drink to stop choking?" Americans today believe
ag their forefathers did that Democracy is not only the best but the only
tolerable form of government. They glory in the courage of the firs%t great
Americans and in the experiment to which we have fallen heir.
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N VOTRKS

" the Minnesota League of women Joters was
ey, Moy 28rd, 1624, at Mrs, MoKnight ‘s vebhin at ileke Mimmetoakz.
ins wes called to or gt 11:05, Viss Wells prasiding,. Tre follow'ng
° the Board vere nresent: Miss Lavrence, Mfrs. Dowiing, Mra. Woxou,

-

Mrg. Glasoe irs, Wistick. Mre. Ys=land,

executive

greeves, Mrs.

Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Knapp, Mrs, C ! Danny, !
Migs Child, Miss Merz, Mrs, Parker, .
lirs. MacNeil, Mrs, Day, Mrs. Welch,

Minutes of the last meeting vere read and approved.

Institutes Mrs. Wittich reported that five Institutes hed besn neld in
cooperation with teachers colleges. She spoke &% some length cn the Inctituve
at Menketo. There vas a maximum evening sttendance of about BOO, The
Institute was a greet success.

Delegates to Party Conventions Mrs, I'ixon renorted on the

committec's polil
of the delegates to the party conventions on the World Ccurt £

he dele-

. - t
gates to the Republican convention, 30 favored the world Court, ore vas

>
opposed, and 24 had not been hesrd from, loved by Mrs. McKnight, seconded
by Mrs. Dowling, that the delegetions to the delegates to the National Con-
ventions in regard to planks of the League of eft to the
executive committee. Carried.

i.omen Voters be 1

Mrs. Nixon reported from Mrs, McGuire that she had received from the Leesgue of
Women Voters in Cincinnati films of the VWorld Court and Lesgue of Nations in
setion - these filme might be shown in connection with e lscture.

Treasurer 's Report Balance on hand $288,91

Bills due 566,50
Moved by Mrs, McHnight, seconded by Mrs. Dowling, that report be gcdepted
and bills be paid. Carried.

Mrs, Wittich presented plen of finence commitkee that had been discussed

at the National Convention. A budget of $135,000 is to be raised for the
National., Mrs. Wittich stated that it was wise to keep up the 3100 member-
ships and also it might be well to get some gmaller subseriptions., Dis-
cussion arose over how the money should be raised in Minriesots. Misg Harrison
felt that the National cuota to the extent of minimum dues should be

included in the state budget another year.

Moved by Mrs, Uelend, seconded by lirs, Brown, that ve accept the National
plen for finance. Carried.

Report of Executive Secretary Miss Harrison said that neither Judge Hazllam
ered the ouestionnaire. Mrs. Nixon said that
she would have Judge Hallem seen ard lMiss Herrison would telegraph Senator
Johnson so that their answers would be back by Monday.

4 ouestionnaire, as recommended by the executive committee, was sent by

order of the Board to chairmen of local Leagues., About thirty of these

cha irmen who have been inective for over a year either failed to reply or
replied asking that they be taken from the list of chairmen. Miss Harrison
then resd the list of cheirmen and commented upon the state of these Leagues.,
(List appended)

Moved by Mrs. Ueland, seconded by Mrs, Ware, that we accept the resignation
of Miss Adair with regret, that we write her to this effect, stating that we
hope to renew relations vith her in some other capacity later on. Carried.

Moved by Mrs, Nixon, seconded by Mrs,. webb, that with the exception of Mrs.,
Determen and Mrs, Bertelson, the other cheirmen who had not answered the
auestionneire, or who had reouestsd it, should be édropped. Carried,




Moved by Mrs, Ueland, secondzd by Mrs. Brown, thet Mrs., Bertelson be
drooped as chairmen of the Crookston Lezgue, Carried,

VMoved by Mre, MeKnight, seconded by Mrs. Dowling, that Mrs. Determen be
Amended to recd that Mrs, Determan should be communicated with

if sle is nuot able to do more work, be d-opped. OCarried.

Mrs, Paige exnlained chaert showing per cent of
in 1920 in all counties ¢f Minnescta, compiled by Mrs. Herbert,

thusiasm among the students, explaining cards which hed been printed
: and were filled out by the students ovromising to help in

arious ways in this campaign. Miss Lawrence acked if the chairman wished
the teachers of' the summer schools to fill out these rds and give what
time to the work they could. Mise Herrison seid thet & letter had been sent
out from the of fice compiled by Miss Wells and Mrs. Paige. Ifore cards are
being printed similar to those for collegs students for adults and Leapue
members, Flying squadrons will be sent out in %erritory where no Leagues
are organized. The first group of women to leave about the 1lst of June.

Mrs. Rubins reported on what Minneapolis wes doing to get out the vote., A
little printed flier is being sent out before the primery, This flier is
being circulated through the schools. Mrs, Rubins alsc hopes to have the
large stores take them. They are slso planning & band wagon to carry the
registration booth to the door in certain selected districts., Miss Wells
asked that members keep statistics of reasons why women have not registered.

o

Mrs. Ringstad of Northfield told of & birthday party given for girls in the
town and college. Forty girls in the college attended, Iirs, Anna Dickey
Olesen spoke, a movie was shown, and the Governor also epoke for a few
minutes. The meeting was very successful,

Mrs. White reported for St. Paul that the League had worked very hard to get
out the vote for the municipal election held in April, but owing to the
annual meeting and election of new officers, the campaign for the general
election had not started yet.

General discussion started, especially on lines of publicity. Some of the
duggestions were to hold mock conventions in the teachers colleges, to have
birthday parties, send out speckers in flying sguadrons. Miss Lawrence
suggested getting the law on the absentee vote and sending it out to the
faculty and teachers in the colleges.

Miss liells talked on the duty of the League on getting out the vote. She
stressed the point that in this issue we had public cooperation and workers
and all that was needed was direction.

Miss Wells outlined the salient points of the campaign - a strong control
committee as outlined by Mrs, Paige and e chairman in every district,

Moved by Mrs. Ueland, seconded by Mrs, Glasce, that a telegram be sent %o
Mrs. Hagen suggesting that the Moorhead women find a women to be a chairman
appointed to take charge of this campaign and suggested a rotating chairman-
ship, Carried,

Mrs. McKnight suggested working through county chairmen. Mrs., Brown suggested
working throuvgh district chairmen and have them get the county chairmen,
Miss Harrison asked that each district chairman at the meeting tell just
what help she wanted and what she could do in her county. Miss Wiells asked
Mrs. Quinn znd Iirs., Webb what they would do in their district, Mrs., Webb
said that she would first go to the ministers and ask them to stress
"getting out the vote" in their sermons. Mrs. McEnight suggested sending
out questionnaires to district chairmen ard finding out just what they could
do in their counties, Mrs. Wiebb offered her cottage as a headquarters for

a flying squadron. Irs. Glasoe said she had three live chairmen in three
counties and she honed to organize chairmen in the other counties. Miss
wells felt it was necessary to try to get ont the vote in communities that
no other organizations would reach. Mrs, Pierce asksd to have a squadron
visit Dakota county.
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Get-Cut-the-Vote Bulletin No. 3
Minnesota League of Women Volters,
1639 Hennepin Ave,, Miureupoliis
May 22nd, 1924

WHAT EVERY GET-OUT--THE.-VOTE WORKER SHCULD KIOW ABOUT ORGANTIZATION

In every community visited yaur object wilil be
(l) To interest women in voting
\2 To leave an ora~*1thlon that will get out the vote

Question - What kind of organization will get out the vote best?

Answer ~ A League of Wiomen Vokers

Why ? - Because 2 local League organizes for just such work, models its en-
tire Urgunly\tlon and recruits its mcmgprsn*p on THFt L?Sl
it the full foagf_:gu '

thet makes & businees of polits x" chet gréén52ﬁulon can Go

this work so well, because no other crg:nlaatzon is equipved for it so
thoroughly.

What is a2 local League?
Very simply, it is a community orgenization, educetional and unpertisan in
character, in which eny woman eligible to vote many earoll as a member,

How is it organized?
Tihere there is & leazue - See leﬂflet "Phe League of Viomen Voters, - Its
Orgenization in the Community."
When you go to & town where there is an organized League vou will of course
work with the loczl League officers and heip Unem in orgaaizing their get-
out-the-vote committ Refler all guesiions regarding general orgarniza-
tion matters back 5 the scate office,
Where there is no Igva , t where the
“ORGANTZE A LOCAL £
Arrangements hnve uecq ﬂ’d@ for recognicing as local Leagues, grouns organ-
1zed to do Get-out~the-Vote work only up to eiection time. Thess groups will
be entitled to full serf?ice from the 2 cfiice, on the same basis as
other Leasgues, provided thev meet 1
In towns of 2
Adopt the nem- of uhe League of Women Voters office
Have a get.out.the-vo%e chairman, whose neme is reporied to the state/
Enroll at% leact 10 memoers
Before Octcbher ist, ray an axfiliation fee of 310 ‘Regular quotas for
towns of this size ere 325 and up - on the basis of 310 for every
1,000 of ‘Lm'ﬂ‘_"_-'.an Ny
Agree to covduct ~vole work on a strictly educational
basis, withous -Fa* "ar or ,ga_JSM any parbticular parity or cendidate
In Towns of .ess % -
Same reoui: roy, exsopt that the affiliastion fee will be 55 only,
and only 5 Lecizie memoers recd be eurclles,
The chairmen of these groupu will be put om our lists to receive a
tins, material and other assistante that is sent regularly to 10:&; L
At the state conventinsn of the league in the 1&111 these groups mey
gates and decide wnuther they wish to undercake the regular progrem
quirements of & permanenc Leegue organi ztiou

re i8 a group interested in voting,

How ebout individuali membershiovs?
Don't forget ©o get as meny individusl memberships and Voter subscriptions
as possible,
Every local Leegue sets the amount of its cwn suctaining membershin,
A sustaining membership-atv--large is $1,00 per yesr and includes a subserip-
tion to the Woman Voter. Members-st-large who signify a williagness to help
in the get-oul-the-vote work will be prquuad with special meterial.

If women in the conmunity visited are willing to form a Gebt-Oubt-the-Vote
= -
jcmmittee, bat net Yo make it a lleague of Women Voters, what shall we do?
means form the Geg-Out-the-Vele ceomuitiese and report the neme of the
g irman te the gifice, e will give sush zroups suven held as we can -
hut cannot furrish, end they shoull not expsut ¢ ¢2eive, che same

servive that we cen give To local Leagues.,

|
ali




THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS

MRS. ANDREAS UELAND, Honorary President 1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Telephone: Atlantic 1171

i e UsD OFFICERS CHAIRMEN OF STANDING CoMaMITTEES

Mrs. Russell M. Bennett, Minneapolis N President Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson Protection of Women
Mrs. C. P. Noyes, St. Paul = Miss Marguerite M. Wells in Industry ! =t
Mrs. Walter H. Thorp, Minneapolis . : : Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Child Welfare
Mrs, W. C. Cobh, Brainerd First Vice-President Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Mrs. J. F, D. Meighen, Albert Lea Mrs. Boyd Nixon Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Living Costs
Miss Florence Monahan, Uniform Laws
Second Vice-President Concerning Women
Miss Ruth H. Mitchell Dr. Mabel S. Ulrich, Public Health and Social
. ygiene
CoNGRESSIONAL Districr Vice PresipeNTs Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Boyd Nixon, International Co-operation to
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Mrs. N, C. Peterson, Fairmont, Second District : Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Legislative Council
Mrs, P. M. Glasoe, Northfield, Third District Recording Secretary Mrs. F. W. Wittich, Efficiency in Government
Mrs. C. R. Noyes, St. Paul, Fourth District Mrs, Edwin White Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth , v —
Mrs. E. O. Webb, Brainerd, Sixth District YU'{T&M&OIh', Executive Secretary
Mrs. Michael J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District Mrs. ,jﬂaéuld. G.” Cant Miss Gladys Harrison
Mrs. Chauncey C. Colton, Duluth, Eighth District i 4 O
Mrs. Amy Robbins Ware, Robbinsdale A Sectl:tary
Mrs. Barry N. Collins

My dear

1 : ‘eniizationg : ioini: 4 g checn Fridav.
Fifty state and city organizay 3 ¢ ining in a 1unhnuc? Friday,

{ i . . = L - o - at i3 Ayt
June 13th, to demonstrate an ir%ersst bing 2s a petriotic duly,
1 " z 3 oy ohoam o ) . adt 11
The occasion is absolutely uaparti ¥ patractie in netura,

oode, of Chicage, wel

Speakers will be Mrs. J Paul C

spealker and for her activities in behalf of gfo;
Stafford King, State Department Adjutan? of the 3? :
Guy Stanton Ford of the University of Minnesota wiil presids

It is hoped that you will wish to co-operate t. Lg enterpr}ee and to
be present yourself. It is also recuested ecure ti".eLlj_J.Y‘ns;.r nce
of at least five of your members %o ac? as officaa epreseniatives
vour organization as it is plannzd to.T-

brganization will be asked t? fla‘gg its 9

voting at all elections ?nd in particular to

cent vote of its own membership.

Will you 2lso by card, bulletin or telephone anncunce the luncheon to

all or to some part of your membership?

The luncheon is to be held in the A of the Radisson Hotel,
¥ u 12th. a 5. nrice 7 =

e dayyy dutie WG, 8% 15:10, pf M‘f," S b et Cluo. telephone

should be made by Thursday, June 12th, at the Woman's Cluo, telephone

Atlantic 3698.

plate. Reservations

Assurance of your co-operation will be apprecict:

4 - Ade Y o ik
me at 1639 Hennepin Avenue, or telephone Atlantic

Very sincerely yours,

H Y Owen)
sirmarp of the Committee for Lthe
ranization Get-Ovt-the-Vote Lunchec 1

GET OUT THE VOTE! —- PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 16th




GET-OUT-THE-VOL'E ACTIVITIES
Outlined at meeting of Mey 12tvh, 292¢
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Present at Meeting - Miss Wells, Mrs, McKnight, Mrs. McGuire, Mrs. Herbert, Mrs.
Dieudonne, Mrs. Ueland, Miss Warren, and in the afternoon Mrs. Hargreaves.

General Outline proposed by Miss Harrison

General State Committee
To prepare educational end publicity material
To secure cooperation of other organizations
To organize 'Flying Squedrons' to resch unorganized territory
To encourage activities of local Leagues
To enroll immediately students of colleges, and the University to
volunteer some part of their wvacation to this work

Organized Leagues
To be provided with suggestions and materianl for local work
Strong local Leogues, in counties without ¢ounty organization, to be
asked to undertake the responsibility for the entire county
To be asked to furnish volunteer spenkers or drivers for the
'Flying Squadrons'

New Local Organizations
New Leagues - requirements in towns over 2500; ten members and payment
of $10 affiliation fee before state convention. To undertake to do
Get-Out-the~Vote work only, but to be entitled %o same service as
regular Leogues meeting all the requirements of organization,

' In towns under 2500; ~ same reguirements and privileges,
except that only five members and affiliation fee of &5 be required.
Get~-Out~the-Vote committees - to be organized where it proves impracti-
cable to get Lecgue of Women Voters organizations., General com-

mittee will keep in touch with these, but cannot give them the
same service as groups which organize as local Leagues of Women Voters.

Make-Up of General State Committee to date

Revolving chairmanship, as follows

Moy =~ Mrs. James Paige

June - Miss Marguerite M Wells

July - Mrs. A JMcGuire

August - unassigned

September - Miss Mary Warren

October - Mrs, R T Hargreaves
Suggested for unassigned months or wacancies ~ Miss Mitchell, Miss
Grant, Mrs, McKnight

Sub-committee on enrollment of volunieers from the colleges -
Chairmen - Mrs, R T Hargreaves
1 member from the faculty or studernt bady nf each college

The following approaches agreed upon Yo be followed up at once:
University of Minnesota - Miss Viarren to see Dean Blitz
Mankato Teachers' College ~ Mrs. Wittich to see to this while at
Mankato this week
Winona - Miss Wells to write Miss Susan B Davis
St. Cloud - Miss Wells to xxk write Miss Lawrence
Bemidji - Miss Wells to ask Miss Lawrence to visit Bemidji to attend to this.
Duluth - Mrs, Wittich responsible
Moorhead - Miss Wells to write Mrs, Read as suggested by Mrs. Hagen
Concordia College - Miss Wells to invite Mrs. Read to look afier this also
Carleton College - Mrs, Hargreaves to speak 4o students May 21st
3t, 0laf's - Dean Hilliboe's cooperation secured, Mrs, Hargreaves to
speak to students May 21st
linnesota College - Mrs, Dieuconne to see Pres. Nelson today (Subsequently
reported Miss Nelson, dean of women, ready to cooperate and will hoid
soccial chapel this week if we will furnish speaker - Referred to
i, Paige




“amline College - Mrs. McGuire responsible for this
Mecalester ' " J bl 1

Seint Cetherine's
Gustavus Adolphus -~ Mrs, Dieudonne

n it " n L

Agreed that general plan of enlisting students be by secu?ing specicl convoca-
tion of women students, et which volunteers be asked to sign up on special

enrollment cerds.

Enrollment Cards ,
Specinl form for students to be printed by the office at once. Card to
include besides name and home sddress information as to kind of serviece offered
- whether driving, speaking, local commitvtee work, or pubgicity, and as to
the length of time volunteered and dates available.

A form for enlisting women generally to be drafted and submitted at a latér
meeting.

Subcommittee on Compilation and Display
T Chairman - Mrs, C P Herbert -
The following were added to Mrs. Herbert's committee to assist her in gettinyg
bids for printing and poster work: Mrs. Bissell, Mrs. McGuire, Mrs. Holmanu.
and Mrs. Wittich as special finance adviser.

Agreed that union label be used on all material for popular distribution

Authorized thet the following be made at cnze Ior use next week:
4 large posters showing mep of state and percentage of vote by counties

Authorized bids to be secured for the following:
12 charts showing general figures
1 big chart showing statistics of vote in cities cver 2500
Dodgers - material to be prepared by Mrs. Herbert

Cooperation with Farm Bureaus
Crairman of sub-committee - Mrs. A J McGuire
To get League speakers before farmers' picnics this summer

Material to be furnished speakers
To be prepared at once, as foliws
1, Material for an inspirational speech on voting - Miss Wells
2. Meterial for a talk on the primary election - Mrs, Hertert
3. Explanation of how to organize a local Lesgue or local Gebt-out-the
Vote committee - Miss Harrisom
4, Pointers on how to sedure publicity -

Publicity
Mrs. Herbert is considering teking charge of all publicity for the drive

Finance
Mrs. Cent, Mrs. Wittich and Mrs, Ueland gppointed a committee with Miss
Harrison to designate funds available under the state budget for this
work and to provide a special Get-Out-Vote Fund, Mrs, Wittich to draft
a letter to be sent to a selected list of persons throughout state
asking contribution for this special work.

Sub-Committee on Cooperation with Other Orgenizations
““Chairmen - Mrs. James Paige
To secure statements of cooperation and endorsement of plan from other
organizations, both of men snd of women '
Suggested also -

4 luncheon early in June, with speakers from these organizations and
general publicity : ,
Continuous radio program, eoch organization to furnish speakers
A down-town "Get Out Vote" headquarters late in campeipgn, each organizatic:

to furnish workers i ;
fach orgenization to pledge to get out its own membership

in all field work, effort be made to organize locul Leagues
ers to do thke get out the vote worik.




A second meeting of the GET OUT THE VOTE COMMITIER was held at League
headquarters, Tuesday, May 20th, at 2:15 p.m, MNrs, Paige presiding. The
following were present: Miss Harrison, Miss Viells, Mrs. Herbert, Mrs. Har-
greaves, Miss Wash, Miss Warren, Miss Child partof the time, and as visi-
tors Mrs, Parkes and Miss Keith,

lMrs., Hargreaves, as chairman of the sub-committee on cooperation with
schools, reported that most of the work had been handled from the office,

Miss Warren saw Dean Kelly of the University of Minnesota who said that

No special convocation could be held for kuch a purpose by the University.
However, he seid that any girls' organization that wished to sponsor such
a meeting could heve a Thursday convocation period. She is following this
up with Adelaide Stenheug of the W S G A, UMrs. Paige will see Dean Blitz
Thursday and try to arouse her enthusiasm,

Mrs, Waters has talked at Minnesota College end is going to talk at
Macalester.

Mrs. McGuire saw Sister Antonia of St. Catherine's. Sister Antonia did not
offer cooperation in this plan., Understood that Mrs., McGuire is to see
Sister Antonia again.

Miss Davis is looking after Winona Teachers' College

Miss Lavson is looking after Mankato Leachers' College

St. Cloud has not been heard from as yet.

Hamline College ~ Mrs, McGuire talkedwith Dean Immel. Should be followed
by 'phone to see what arrangements Dean Immel has been able to mzke.

Mrs. Hargreaves is speaking at HNorthfield and St. Olaf's Vednesday.

It wes movedby Miss Wells, seconded and carried, that Mrs. Hargresves
follow up the colleges not yet heard from,

Chairman for August Miss Harrison called Miss Grant by 'phone. 3he vwas
not at home, but Miss Harrison left word with her mother what was wanted
of her. She should have some direct word,

Miss Harrison reported that the general enrollment card is being prepared.

Miss Harrison suggested that the question of travelling and personal ex-
penses should be mentioned on the enrollment card, and there was some dis-
cussion on thies point. It was suggested that something like the following
should be used: "I will donmate the uce of my car, I shall have to have
help on car expenses, I shell have to have help on e rsonal expenses"

Miss Harrison requested that some person be mede responsible for details
in connection with the Get Out the Vote work,

Mrs, Paige checked up on material for the Get Out the Vote Kit. Most of
the material will be ready by W“ednesdey, except Mr., Herbert's article on
the Direct Primary which will be ready before the end of the week. The
kits are to go direct to the workers who heve enlisted.

Committee on Compilat ion and Statistics ~ Mrs. Herbert

Material for a chart for cities in groups has been prepared. She had severa’
suggestions for dodgers end charts, including one dodger for use before the
primary, a 'barometer" chart for counties and cities, & map by counties with
different colors showing status of counties. Suggestions for showing the
vote by cities were: cities spotted on a large chart, concentric circles
showing status of cities over 10,000, or barometer chart of cities, It was
moved, seconded and carried that one chart be prepared for use before the
primary,

It was decided that a dodger be prepared for use before the primary and
also before the general election, giving voting statistics on one side,
by the 'barometer' method, both for cities and counties (a slight change
in the set up for this) and information end educational material on the
other side. These are to be printed in two different colors, one for the
cities, and one for the counties., The number to be printed is to be
decided upon on the basis of past experience,




--2-
The work of preparing two other charts was turned back to the committee,
It vwas decided that the other two traced charts blocked out in three colors,

dedd black, criss cross and white, with suggested slogan '"Make Your
County White,"

Mrs. Herbert reported that it would be impossible for her to take charge
of the publicity for the drive, She has secured a publicity outline,

It was moved by Miss Wells, seconded and carried, that Mrs, Herbert write
a publicity story on the figures she secured, and that Mary Warrep ask
Mrs. Paul Hamilton (Dorothy Holbrook) if she would take charge of the
publicity for the drive.

It was moved by Miss Wells, seconded and carried, that an Advisory Publicity
Committee be formed, with the following persons suggested as members;:

Mrs. Aldrich, Mrs. Allison, Mrs, Hamilton, Mrs. Herbert end Mrs, Thorp.

It was understood that Mrs. Paige was to write to these persons to ask

them to serve.

Mrs. McGuire was reported as working on the cooperation with Farm Bureaus.

Finance This committee does not meet until Vednesday afternoon and so
they have no report,

Cooperation with other organizations WMrs, Paige reported thet she had
done nothing on this so far, and asked for suggestions.

Miss Wells suggested that we hold one big affair, probably a dinner, at
which all organizations, men end women, who are working to get out the vote,
should be represented, and asked to report on what they have done.

Mrs. Goode of Illinois is to be in town the end of the month, and it was
suggested that she would be very gocd as a speaker. It was suggested that
this be held before the tenth of June. Mrs, Hargreaves suggested the
following organizations: Jewish and Catholic organizations, American Legion
and American Legion Auxiliary, W C T U, Federation of Women's Clubs,
Rotariens, Kiwanians, Civic and Commerce, Lions Club, Council of Churches,
Republican Clubs, Democratic Clubs, Lincoln Club, Parent and Teachers Ass'n,,
Fraternal Women, etc. The organization are to be state-wide organizations.

"Flying Squadrons"”

It was decided to plan five tours for the first ten days of June. One
suggested tour was Hinckley and surrounding territory; another, Olivia,
Bird Island, Appleton and back through Litchfield. The following cars

and drivers were suggested as possibilities: Miss Mary Warren (who will go
any place near Minneapolis eny tims) Mrs, Herbert's car driven by a friend:
Hazel Howard, Mrs, McKnight, Miss Lusk and Mrs, Holman, Mrs, Ouint, Mrs,
Helm. The following people are to be asked, and reports made to tre
office within three days: Hazel Howard by Miss Harrison: Mrs, Cuint and
Mrs, Litzenberg by Mrs. Wittich; Mrs. Owen by Mrs, Hargreaves; Mrs. Pack
by Mrs, McKnight, and Mrs, Herbert will report on all posgible St. Paul
pecple.

It was decided that the meeting room is to be made into Get-Out-the-Vote
headquarters, all material to be available there, and the chairman of the
committee to come in every afiernoon at 4 p.m,
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My dear

The Leeague of Women Voters , which is an unpartisan organization, is
making & state-wide effort this summer to bring home to the people
that voting at all elections is a patriotic duty.

Public spirited women, some of them teachers, others college girls
home for vacation, and others club women, are giving their services to
make "Four Minute speeches" on this subject to ready-made audiences.

le have taken up the question with the Minnesota Farm Bureau and Mr.
Reed and Mr. French suggest that we write to ask time for such a speech
at a1l county picnics.

If you will let us know the time and place of your picnic and that you
would like a speech, we will do our utmost to send e speaker who will
present the subject in a popular and impressive manner.

Trusting that you feel as we do that the success of our form of govern-
ment depends upon the more general participation of the people in
government, and that you will sympathize and cooperate in our effor%,

I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Wells,
President

GET OUT THE VOTE! — PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 16th




Minnesota Leazue of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
June 13th, 1924

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,
Fe hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword,

His truth is marching on.

Glory, glory, hallelujah, etc.

Oh, we'll rally 'round the flag, boys,
We'll relly 'round the flag,

Shouting the battle cry of freedom.

We will rally from the hillside,

TWie'll gather from the glen,

Shouting the battle cry of freedom.

The Union forever, hurrah, boys, hurrah.
Down with the traitor and up with thy star.
Then we'll rally 'round the flag, boys,
We'll rally 'round the flag,

Shouting the battle cry of freedom.

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Phose broad stripes and bright stars,

Through the perilous fight

O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streming.
And the rockets' red glare, bombs bursting in air

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Oh, say, does the star spangled banner yvet wave,
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?




Pleese note these
GO REROY DONS

embodying changes made in election laws by the 1525 Legislature

PERMANENT REGISTRATION in Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth
(Chap. 305, S L 1923) Correcting pages 4 and 10

Under the new law voters may register at any time at
the city clerk's office excent during the fifteen days
immediately preceding elections. Once registered no further
registration is necessary unless the voter fails to vote
at least onee in two successive ecalendar years. In that
case, he must register again.

A voter who removes from one precinct to another must fill
out & removal notice provided by the city clerk for this
purpose in order to correct his registration.

Provision for ABSENT VOTING EXTENDED TO PRIMARY ELECTION
(Chap. 108, S L 1923) Correcting page <9.

PRE-PRIMARY CONVENTION LAW REPEALED
(Chap. 125, S L 1923) Eliminating pages 13, 14 end 15
altogether except for the first two paragraphs, also
correcting introduction.

Political party committees - The nominees for state
offices, senators and representatives in Congress of each
political party meet on the second Thursday after the
primary election to elect a state central committee and a
committee for each congressional district.

The law makes no provision for naming county, werd
or precinet committees.

COUNTY SURVEYOR NOMINATED AT PRIMARY ELECTION in same manner
as other county candidates.
(Chap. 127, S L 1923) Correcting footnote on page 16,

INDEPENDENT CITIZENSHIP OF MARRIED WOMEN
(Provided for by Act of Congress, 1922)
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A Get-Out-the-Vote Committee of our organization is working day
and night to interest men and women of our state in the duty of
registering and voting, because we believe that gove?nment by
the people will mot succeed unless the people participate more
generally.

If our funds permit we shall continue our efforts to get out a
large percentage of the registered votes at the primaries and
jmmediately after the primaries we shall resume our work to
increase permanent registration.

There are so few women to do this work and those of us who are
carrying the burden are so constently occupied with the work
jtself that we have neither time nor strength to solicit funds
in person. If you sympathize with our efforts and desire their
econtinuance, will you mail us a contribution?

The larger the contribution the more we shall be able to do.

Ve suggest twenty-five dollars but we hope we shall get checks
for more than that, and we know we shall get others for less.
Please make your check payable to the League of Women Voters.

Very sincerely yours,

p —

thV\CLLfyMAJLLfls P A% L{W/QLQLLQS?
Marguétrite M Viells,
State President

Fawsio e § W u T
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight,Q
Chairman, Minneapolis League of Women

oters
June l4th,
1924

GET OUT THE VOTE! — PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 16th




Plegse note these
CORRECTIONS

embodying chenges made in election laws by the 1925 Legislature

PERVMANENT RECISTRATION in Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth
(Chap. 305, S L 1928) Correcting pages 4 and 10

Under the new law voters may register at any time at
the city clerk's office exceot during the fifteen days
immediately preceding elections. Once registered no further
registration is necessary unless the voter feils to vote
at lesst onee in two successive calendar years. In that
cage, he must register again.

A voter who removes from one precinct to another must fill
out & removal notice provided by the city clerk for this
purpose in order to correct his registration.

Provision for ABSENT VOTING EXTENDED TO PRIMARY ELECTION
(Chap. 108, S L 1923) Correcting page 29.

PRE-PRIMARY CONVENTION LAW REPEALED
(Chap. 125, S L 1923) Eliminating pages 13, 1% and 15
altogether except for the first two paragraphs, also
correcting introduction.

Political party committees - The nominees for state
of fices, senators and representatives in Congress of each
political party meet on the second Thursday after the
primary election to elect a state central committee and a
committee for each congressional district.

The law makes no provision for naming county, ward
or precinct committees.

COUNTY SURVEYOR NOMIMATED AT PRIMARY ELECTION in same manner
as other county candidetes.
(Chap. 127, S L 1923) Correcting footnote on page 16.

INDEPENDENT CITIZENSHIP OF MARRIED WOMEN
(Provided for by Act of Congress, 1922)
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1924

Miss Ruth Mitchell has invited the Board and locil cha irmen
to hold the next Board meeting with her at her Grandm?thgrs
Garden" Tea House in St. Cloud, Friday, June 27th, beginning
at 10:30 a.m.

This is an invitation that the executive committee has

accepted with enthusiasm. If you plan to go anq to start
from Minneapolis, will you let us know, if possible by return

mail?

The buses for St, Cloud leave from First Avenue North and
Seventh Street, Minneupolis, every hour on the even hour,
and return from 3t, Cloud every hcur on the half hour.

To reach St. Cloud by 10:30, you should plan to take the

8 o'clock bus., The fare for the round trip is $3.00.

Very sincerely yours,

Merguerite M Wells,
MVW cke President




Get-Out-the-Vote Bulletin No. 5,
Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis
June 20th, 1924

Organize your League with committees prepared to do ?teady, progressive
work from now until November 4th, with two ends in view: ?c get'out a 25
per cent increase in your former vote; to make that vote intelligent and
well-informed.

Plan your work in advance. Lay out your campaign month by month with
special activities for each month. There follows a suggested ca}endar
showing the kind of work most appropriate to each month., Following that
will be more detailed suggestions about the programn of each month.

JULY
Make this the organization month:
See the press and enlist their interest
Arrange for cooperation with other organizations
"Flights" of cars with speakers and workers to go all
through your county to organize
Train speakere and begin to have speeches made
Prepare plays and other stunts for use in getting out the vote
County Fairs

AUGUST
Repeat July program
SEPTEMBER
Candidates' meetings
Study platforms, answers to questionnaires in 'Voter', legislation, ete.
Esgays by scHool children on voting and democracy
County Fairs
OCTOEBER
Repeat September program
House to house canvass
Distribunte educational material, dodgers, ete.
Downtown information booth
NOVEMBER
Grand Finale.
Vietory.
25 per cent increase in votel!

PUBLICITY

Publieity in this case does not just tell about getting out the vote,
it gets the vote out. Every newspaper story about voting sends people
to the polls,
Enlist interest of local press - see editor
See that stories sent out from state office are used -~ give local
angle to them if possible
See that local activities are reported
Send headquarters stories about what you do for publicity in
state papers
Special stunts, such as parades, torch-light processions, posters,
auto signs, ete.
Interview people who do, or do not, vote and take a record and
report to headouarters for feature stories, statistics, etc.

COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZAT IONS

Ask ministers to speak on necessity of voting
Offer to send speakers to clubs, lodge meetings, etc.
Ask different organizations( of men and women) to take turns in

1, Tending the downtown booth 2. Tending the county fair booth

5. Making speeches

Hold an "all-organizetion" lunch or rally
Ask all sorts of organizations (except party organizations) to join
Emphasize the fact that it is unpartisan and patriotic




Emphasize patriotic rote with flags, music, ete, (it is as patriotic
to make democracy succeed as to go to war)

Ask men and women to speak on duty and privilege of voting

Have a roll call of organizations to ask each to pledge to help
get out the vote.

ENROLL COLLEGE GIRLS AND SUMMER SCHOOL STUDENTS
This has been done under the direction of the General State Committee
with the assistance of e representative at nearly every college in the stata.
The girls signed cards volunteering to give some time this summer to Getting-
Out-the-Vote. The eagerness with which the girls responded should spur the
rest of us,

ENLIST LEAGUE MEMBERS

If college girls are ready to volunteer part of their vacation time, surely
our League members are ready to do as much. Any one of them who has a ear
will be glad to offer some definite amount of her time to drive speakers
about, Any one of them who speaks at all will gladly volunteer to speak
for this - especially when she knows that necessary material and facts will
be put into her hands from the state office., The problem is simply to
organize all this good-will and enthusiasm,

Volunteer Cards for League workers may be ordered from the State office,

Sign up volunteers from your League membership (or out of it) and send the
cards back to the state office. This will give us a card index of hundreds

of workers, These we will furnish with material and organize into "Flying
Squedrons”, who will motor through the state organizing Get-Qut-the-Vote work,

HAVE A BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR NEW VOTERS

For girls of twenty-one who may vote this year for the first time,

Invite them to & party and have it es frivolous as you will, provided that
there is a serious, straight-foward talk or two to bring home to the girls
the responsibility and opportunity of the vote, Have them join your League
and volunteer some time this summer. We need them,

The Northfield League at its Birthday Party had twe serious talks on citi-
zenship, political charades, a three-act franchise movie given by the girls
themselves showing girls of different types meking application for member-
ship in the League, then reading up in the 'Woman Voter' and finally enter=-
ing the polling place to cast their first votes as citizens, & song, ZMy
Flag end Your Flag", and a birthday cake with 21 red, white and blue candles,
You might have a "political spell-down" too.

If you do have a party, be sure to issue a general invitation to all girls
who have become 21 since the last election (secure this from birth records).
Supplement it with personal invitations as far as possible. If you wish to
carry out the idea to the extent of & birthday present, you may order from
the office copies of "Parties, Politics and People", the birthday editioh
(35¢ & copy) with a book mark on the inside cover for writing the name of
the new voter,

COUNTY FAIRS

Apply early to headquarters for exhibits about getting-out~-the-vote
and arrange for a booth and attendants at your county fair,

Order fliers and distribute them at the fair

Have a black board and someone to write simple slogans about voting

Anything in action always attracts & crowd

FINANCE

Men and women will give you money for this work thet never gave you money
before, It has a generel appeal, Tell people about what you are doing and
then ask them for enough money to do it with. The State League needs money
to pay for material and keep up its work, Have you paid your quota? If not,
you heve other Leagues to thank for sending in the money which has enabled
the state office to keep up its service to you. Do your share now and
others will thank you!! o




MINUTES
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

A meeting of the Legislative Council of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was held at League headquarters, Wednesday, May 28th, 1924, Mrs. Ueland
presiding. Present: Mrs., E C Stakmen, A A U W; Mrs, C H Hubbell, American
Legion Auxiliery; Miss Peterson representing Dr. Lochead of the Minn. Public
Health Ass'nj Mrs, Mariette, Minn, Org. for Public Health Nursing; Mrs,
Myre Griswold, W C T U; Miss Mabel Peirce, M E A; Miss Marguerite Wells,
Miss Alice Kerther, League Committee on Law Enforcement; Mrs, Dietrichson,
League Committee on Women in Industry; Miss Lawrence; League Committee on
Education; Misg Monahan , League Committee on Legal Status of Women; Mre. C M
Denny, Minneepolis League representative; and Mrs, A N Nelles of the Rural
Advisory Committee. Mrs. James Paige was present later,

Mrs, Ueland anfiounced the appointment of the following committee on Final
Program, of whith she is chairman - Miss Monahan, Mrsi Guise, Miss Peirce
and Mr, Bruno.

Mrs. Ueland announced that Miss Wells will take her place as chairman of the
Legislative Council during her absence from the city this summer,

The committees of the Council were asked to meet during the summer months in
order to have the program ready for the convention of the League of Women
Voters. The Committee on Final Program must report not later than the
September meeting.,

Mes, Mariette, chairman of the sub-committee appointed at the previous meet-
ing to visit the editor of the Journal and protest against his attitude in
regard to the Sheppard-Towner Act, was asked to give a report., She said

that the committee called at the Journal office and interviewed Mr. Chamber-
lein on Saturday, April 18th. He did not have anything in particular against
the Sheppard-Towner Act but objected to the principle of federal aid. He
said he would be glad for data on the subject and the same was sent to him by
Dr., Boynton on the following day by special delivery, Mr, Chamberlain told
the committee that he had just sent in another editorial on the Sheppard-
Towner Act, and what he said led the committee to think that he had met with a
change of heart. Their surpise can be imagined when they read this editorial
which appeared in the Journal on the evening of April 22nd,

Miss Monahan reported on the work of her sub-committee and said that Miss
Salsberry is making a study of laws regarding domicile. Miss Monahan stated
thet unaestionably the selection of domicile rests with the husband in this
state and that the question of support arises when the wife refuses to live
where the husband wishes to make his home, Miss Wells asked if man had his
right to choose domicile taken away would he not cease to be responsible for
support. Miss Monahan reported that Mrs, Mgriette is studying the subject
of the age of majority to see whether the girl really does mature eerfier
than the boy. Miss Monahan said that the subject of sex offenses is in the
hands of Mrs. Gilman. The maximum penalty only for such offenses is named in
law, Mrs, Gilman thinks that the minimum penalty should be named as a
protection to women and children.

Miss Monahan asked just how far the Council wished to have her committee go
in this work which they have undertaken. She said that they are getting in
deeper and deeper. At first they made a study of the laws of Minnesota but
found it necessary to study the laws of other states in order to know what
changes to recommend in our laws, Miss Monahan reported that Miss Kercher
has made a study of the prior rights of the father to sue in a case of the
seduction of a minor daughter. Miss Monahan said they had made no digest of
property laws dealing with the property rights of husbend and wife and read a
bill proposed for the State of Texas which would give husband and wife an
eoual interest in all money earned after marriage. Reference was also made to
a similer lsw in California.

Miss Monahan seid that Mrs. Dietrichson has made a study of the contract rights
of women and finds that they are not affected by the laws of Minnesota, altho
opponents of the minimum wage law and the law regulating the hours of employ-
ment for women claim that they interfere with the right of contract,




Mrs, Ueland said that Mr., S R Child thinks that the wife should have the right
to sell the home after the death of the husband and not have merely a life
interest for it often happens that the home is the only property that a man
leaves. Those who oppose this idea claim that a women is not capable of car-
ing fer money. Miss Monahan remarked that the burden is on men in choosing
their wives, Migs Kercher said that the inequality comes from the custom of
heving the homestead in the men's name. MixzxMsmxkxn

Mis s Monahan stated that she considers that the law on adultery and prostitu-
tion could be altered now. Mise Wells asked her to prepare material on the
subject for members of the Legislative Council.

Miss Lawrence said that Mr, Jacobson had reported that the Agricultural and
Labor Departments should provide & report on where the beet sugar industry

has been developed. The Agricultural Department will prepare a report for the
June Meeting of the Legislative Council. Miss Lawrence reported for the sub-
committee on education. She spoke of the bill stating the qualifications for
county superintendent, but said it would not be constitutional. She also
spoke of a proposed bill providing for the election of a county board fof five
members who shall take over the werk of the county commissioners and appoint
the superintendent of schools. To illustrate the need of such a bill, Miss
Lawrence told what a chahge it would meke in the city superintendent of schools
if he were elected. Miss Lawrence said that the schools in some districts

have had great trouble to get money for the extra month which the seven months
school bill calls for so we cannot ask for a longer school year. These schools
expected aid but it was pro rated, She spoke of a law in California providing
that instruction in morals, the effects of the use of alecohol and narcotics,
shall be taught in all grades and classes and that the teachers shall receive
necessary instruction in the same.

Mrs, Ueland said that we have workedfor the county Board for two years and
should continue our work of educating the people to acceptance of the idea,
A County Board is recommended by the sub-committee. Miss Wells moved that
Miss Lawrence put the material on the subject in shape and present it to the
Council, Seconded by Miss Monahan and carried,

Miss Lawrence asked whether the Council wished to have her committee prepare

& part-time school bill, end said that they would not spend their time in
preparing such a bill unless the Council considered it a good time to intro-
duce it. Miss Wells end Mrs. Ueland asked her to have the sub-committee bring
in material on part-time schools including the expense, etec,

Mrs, Dietrichson spoke of the 9% hour law for women in industry, (with the
exception of nurses, and domestic service, and telephone operators in towns
below 1500) and said that the law is being enforced and that a number of cases
have been tried in court, Mrs. Dietrichson said it is wise not to introduce

& bill in the next Legislature carrying this farther for there is much
groaning over the present law. Let pretty good alone at the present time,

Mrs. Dietrichson said that a bill providing for one day of rest in seven

had been passed in the last Legislature but that there were many exceptions.
She said that the bill will be mede much stronger in the next session of the
Legislature and that she would like to have the League back the bill,

Miss Kercher reported for the sub-committee on lLaw Enforcement. She spoke of
the enforcement of the League's legislation, of the compulsory education and
physical educetion law. She reported that a complete program of physical
education has been prepared and sent to all rural schools and that a program
for grade and high schools will be in their hands by September 1st,

Miss Lawrence said that the compulsory school law is not enforced, that some-
times a whole family of children will be out of school without being brought
into court,

Miss Kercher told of a recent enforcement of the dance hall bill, Mrs, Paige
spoke of the part-time school bill and that Mr., Greer will hand the bill he
sponsored over to the labor group for change. Members of the group had

objected to the bill because it did not provide for paying the children for
the hours spent in part-time schools. Mrs, Paige said that she felt “that g




Lutheran minister and a Catholic priest were responsible for the defeat
of the last bill, She feels that we should support the bill if it is
presented. She thinks that Mr. Greer will probably want some member of the

labor group to present it.

Misg Wells moved that we omit the next meeting, meeting again in July.
Motion was seconded by Mrs. Dietrichson and cerried.

Miss Wells said that if we omit the June meeting much work must be done
by the committees in order to get the necessary work done in the next
eight weeks, 8She asked if she might be permitted to have several com-
mittees meet with Mrs, Wittich on subjects that involved Efficiency in
Government. Mrs. Ueland said it waz the sentiment of the meeting that
Miss Wells could use all the authority she wished.

Meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.

Mebel 5 Denny, secretary pro tem
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GENDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
St. Cloud - June 27, 1924

Minutes

Reports
Trezsurer

Presidenﬁ
League & dropped and new Leagues formed

Executive Committee
Mrs. Wittich to act as lst vice president in place of Mrs. Nixon
Mrs. MeGuire to act as chairman of international co-operation
Convention
Plans for Fg1l Convention
Place
Date
Program
Passage of Children's Amendment
League Planks
Case of Mrs, N C Peterson
Get-Out-the-Vote
Loving cup prize for increase in vote
Report of "Flying Squadron" trips
One-day Schools - Miss Wash
Distribution of dodgers before primery and after
Sale of other literature

State and county fair plans - Mrs. McGuire

Co-operation with other orgenizations
All-organization luncheon - Miss Child

New Business




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETIKG
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF ViOMEW VOTERS

At the invitction of ifiss Ruth Mitchell, the State Board of the Minnesota
League of .omen Voters met ot Grondmother's Gorden in St, Cloud, Ftiday ,
June 27th, 1924, Local choirmen were invited to meet with the Board.

The meeting wos colled to order ot 10334 n.m., Miss Wells presidings The
following members of the Board were present: Miss Morguerite 1. wells, Miss
Florcnce Mobahan, Mrs. E. O. iiebb, Mrs. L. D, Brown, Mrs, 4. J. Ve Guire, Nrs.
Fs s Littich, ¥rs. H, G, Cont, lirs, S. T, HcKnight, Mrss e Ce Cobb, lirs,

P. K. Glasoe, lirs. 2ugene Dieudonne, Mies Ruth ilitchell and IMiss Isabel
Lavrence., liss Gladys Herrison, Miss #nily Child, Miss Marien Wash, Miss Olive
Jeffrey and Mrs. Corinne Collins w ere clso present, and the following local
Leugue choirmen and other officers were present: !rs. J. E. Spencer, Wayzata,
Mrs, Belle Colby Carrington, lanketo, }irs, H. G. Horgimer, Mrs. Friedrich,

and Lydia Gormen, St. Cloud, lirs. Rose Parker, Broinerd, Mrs. F.S5. Bissell,
Miss lellic Merrill, Mrs. u.J. Marcley, Minnecpolis and lirs. Maxine.

In the absence of lMrs, .hite, recording secretary, Miss uells requested Mrs.
Brown to act as seceretary.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and after a fow slight chonges
vere approved and nocepted.

The trecsurer's report was read showing thot the reguler cxpenses end out=
stending bills, insofar as they can be estimcted before the first of the month
lecve a deficit in the trecsury. IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Miss ionahan,
gecond by Mrs., Cobb, that the treasurcr's report be accepted,

Discussion followed on the collection of cuotcs. HMrs, McGuire reported that
she would look up the matter of the St, Puul ouoto; Mrs. Glasoe reported that
ghe thought Faribault could poy 40.00 on its quotn ot the present time; Mrs.
liebb reported thot wadens is planning to pay its quoto and that she will follaw
up the situation at Crosby.

IT VAS VOTED, on motion of }rs, wittich, second of Miss Lawrence, that the bills
be paid as soon as money is availcble.

IT WAS VOTED, on rotion of Mrs., McKnight, second of lrs. Glasoe, that all
Leapgues be reocuested to get in their quotcs os soon 6§ possible, Mrs, Cant
reported that lMinnesota's shore of pledges made at Hotional convention amounts
to $890.00. lrs. .ittich called cttention to the feet thot the auota due

the I'etional Lesgue per month cmounts to e¢n avercge of $160 per month.

ixecutive Sccretary's Final Report

iiss Berrison gave a very comprchensive review of the work of the Minnesota
Lesgue since its inception in 1920, She spoke of opportunities that hud been
lost by not keeping in touch with the Lezgues that were once orgunizeds She
spoke in fucvor of free memberships and commended the finence plan of quotcs
based on population, She said that it had been found & mistake in every in-
stance to carry on Leegue work through another orgrnization, She suggested

more continuity in contacts with local Lecgucs, scying that close touch was
necessory to success. She recommended the plan of holding the State Bear d
meetings with district representotives and gnid that the same thing is needed
in districts and countiecs.

Mrs. vittich ceked if the auotz plan could not be modifiecd by adjusting aquota
to orrenizution strength., l'Miss Horrison recommended cgoinst any such cdjust-
ment saving thut it would penalyze strong Lecpgues end fril to stimulzte week ones.

Sixth snnual State Convention

Irs, lcGuire, ae chairman of the Kamscy County League of .omen Voters, invi?cd
the linnesots League of women Voters to hold the Sixth imnuel State Convention
in St. Paul, October 2nd, drd, cnd 4th, the headquarters to be et the St, Pzul
Hotel. TII WAS VOT4D, on motion of iiss Jionahen, second by Mrs. Cant, that

st, Peul's invitation be accepted.
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will emphasize particulerly politicel issues and will include & meeting at
which cendidetes for U, S. Senate and Governor will be asgked to speak. The
details of the program will be worked out in committees. The suggestion was
mede by Mrs. McKnight of having the convention in the form of a model party
convention.

IT WAS VOTED, motion of Mrs. McKnight, second by Miss Monahan, that a tentative
convention committee be appointed te report to the next Board meeting., IT

WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs. Cobb, second by Mrs. McKnight, that the appoint=
ment of all convention committees be left to the stete executive committee.

Child Lobor Amendment

Wre. Dieudomne reported briefly on the present stotus of the Child Lobor
omendment. Discussion followed on the beet sugar industry in our state in

its relation to child labor. Miss lawrence roported thot even the State
BEducation Department confesses it is helpless to find out where beet fields
heve gone in. It hopes %o get the information from the Department of Agri-
culture. She asked what policy should be followed in getting before the pub=-
lic the facts about child labor in the beet fields, It was the sense of the
meeting that it would be dangerous to bring this question into open di s~
cussion at this time because of stirring up organized opoosition %o the rati-
fication of the child labor smendment, 1liss Lawrence said that in her opinion
there is needed an immediate presentation of the facts as to the exact history
of the movement resulting in the present Children's Amendment dnce there

are many misconceptions existing on the question of the prevelonce of child
Jobor and the age provision.

1T WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs, McKnight, second by Miss Law rence, that Mrs.
Dicudonne be requested to appoint county child welfere choirmen to work on

the ratificetion of the Child Labor imendment and that she report her orgenza=
tion at the next meeting.

Party Conventions

Mrs, McKnight reported on the League planks as presented to the Republicen
Convention at Cleveland. &8 Mrs. McKnight recd the planks that were presented
Miss Tiells paralleldd them by rezding what had been incorporated in the
Republicen platform.

Mrs. McGuire was reouested to get the report ofi the Third Party Convention
held in St. Paul, especially &as it pertained %o the adoption of the Toman's
Party plank.

Torld Cooperation {#Bay

. WcGuire read e lotter from Miss Morgen, urging the oclebration of July
26th-27th os World Cooperation Day. She urged that locel Leagues moke arranges
ments in cooperation with other orgenizations to celebrate this anniversarys
Mrs. Hargreaves, on behalf of all present, spoke of the deep affection end
high edmiration in which our most efficient and beloved ecxecutive secretary
{s held, Miss Harrison has severed her connection with our state office %o
go to iiashington to take up her new duties as executive secretary of the
National League of omen Voters at vashington., Miss Herrison was presented
with a gift as & remembrance of the love and admira tion of those she has
inspired by her fine personality.

Miss Lawrence then read the folloving resolutionsvhich were unanimously
adopted and ordered recorded in the minutes:

Be it resolved, that the Minnesota League of women Voters express to
Miss Gladys Harrison our gratitude and loving thanks for the unselfish and
untiring work she has done in our behalf, anrd in behalf of the cause we lovej

Be it resolved further that we meke Miss Harrisn understand that she
cerries with her to her new fields of nction our heartfelt hope that the joy
of higher echievement end every other blessing may be hers;

Be it further resolved, that we make Miss Gladys Harrison an honorary life
member of the Mimnnesota League of \iomen Voters.
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The meeting was then formally called to order by Miss Wells

New Appointments

The following eppoints were announced: Miss Marian Wash, organization
secretary; Miss Emily Child, executive secretary to fill the place caused
by Miss Harrison's resignation., ZEppointment by the executive committee
of Mrs. Wittich to act as first vice-president, and Mrs. J. A, McGuire

to act as state chairman of the International Co-operation to Prevent War
in place of Mrs, Nixon who is to be away for the summer.

Silyver Loving Cup Prize

A communication was read by the secretary from Miss Belle Sherwin, announc-
ing the prize silver loving cup to be given the state league showing the
largest percentage of increase in the vote in 1924 over that in 1920,

Report on "Flying Squadrons"

Mrs., McEnight visited Rochester, Pine Island and Kenyon and reported
successful meetings. All the ' wdmua present at the meeting in Pine Is-
land signed up to help with the Get-Out-the-Vote work, and a Get-Out-the
Vote Committee was organized in Rochester,

Mrs. Hargreaves, with Miss Mary Warren driving, visited and held meetings
at Breinerd, Wadena, Staples, Crosby and Little Falls. '

Mrs, Glen Waters and Mrs, Amy Robbins Ware, with Nrs, F.G. Jewett,visited
and held meetings at Cambridge, Hinckley and Pine City.

Mrs., Wallis and Mrs. Denny, with Miss Hostetler as driver, attended and
spoke at a Dekota County rally in Farmington.

One-Day Citizenship Schools

Miss wash reported upon suggestions for one-day ¢citizenship schools Yo be
held throughtout the state ih the fall., At the suggestion of Mrs.Wittich
she was asked to prepare two or three alternative programs.

Mrs. Wittich called attention to the new book on the "Administretion of
the State of Minnesota" edited by Prof. Lambie, published by the League
of Minnesota Municipalities, for sale at $1.50 per copy.

State and County Fair Exhibits

Mrs, McGuire reported on the plans made by the committee on State and
County Feir exhibits., Suggested plans for the booth at the State Fair
include: & model voting booth, slogans written on a blackboard to attract
the attention of passers-by, a mock "radio" loud-speaker, twinkling lights,
etc. The committee has under consideration plans for a pageant of the
"History of Woman Suffrage" as part of the general daily program in the
Woman's Building. The suggestion was made that a contest be held and a
prize offered for pithy sayings to be used for the blackboard stunt, the
names and addresses of the winners to be published. This program is to be
worked out and perfected by the committee.

Radio Program

Wiss Merrill reported on the special radio progrem for July, September, and
October, plenned as part of the Get~-Out-the-Vote campaign to promote in-
terest in voting.
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Reports on Get-Out-the~Vote Work

Wirs, McKnight reported on the vork done in Minneapolis, which inecluded

a travelling registration booth, which was given excellent publicity. The
result was a marked increzse in registretion at about the time the car
vent out, especially in the registration of women.

St, Cloud reported a 25 percent increase in the vote. Miss Mitchell
reported on the various methods used which included chain telephone calls
and metsr corps, an information booth, tagging voters on election day,
school @hildren carrying messages to their parents, advertising in movies,
questionnaire compiled from questions dropped in box in post office and
mass meeting.

Mrs. Carrington reported on the work in Mankato.

Mrs. Cobb reported on the work in Brainerd. She felt that the most effective
method is to get the school children interested and %o have them carry the
get-out-the-vote message to their parents.

Mrs. McGuire reported on the work done in St. Paul at the time of the
recent city election. A4 house to house canvass was made in the three
largest werds, candidetes' meetings were held in every ward.

Miss Wash spoke on the work thet can be done at Farm Bureau picnics, tell-
ing of the interest shown at the one she spoke at in Owatonna.

liss Wells reported on Leagues that were voted to be dropped at the last
Board meeting. TFollowing are Leagues from which some report has been
received.

Roechester League- lirs, Harold Crewford dropped. New Get=Out-the=Vote
committee formed by Mrs. MeKnight.

Wadena league- Mrs: Frank Illingworth dropped. Mrs. Illingworth has
moved to Minneapolis. Mrs HargreAves visited uadena and reorganized
League under chairmanship of Mrs, Vhitney, old vice-chairman.

Madison League- Mrs, H. L. Henson dropped. Mrs. Hanson now living in
Minneapolis. She suggests a Mrs. J. A. Johnson of Marietta, as & possible
League worker in lac Oui Parle County.

Lake Park League- Mrs. N.J. Norby dropped. Mrs. Norby writes June 25th,
sending in a check for §21.20, balance in the treasury. Endeavor will be
mede to reorgenize League.

Cambridge League- Mrs, G. C, Smith dropped. Mrs, Smith now living in
Minneapolis. League reorgenized under Mrs. Roy Carlson after visit on
"Flying Squadron',

Wheaton Lesgue- Mrs., 4. C. Bayrell dropped. In response to letter notify=-
ing her of action of Board, wrote asking for a speaker and signed card to
help in get-out-the-vote work.

Grand Rapids League~ Mrs. Cs Re Perkins dropped. Mrs. Colton reports a
nev chairmen, Mrs, John LeFevre.

After extending a vote of thanks to Miss Mitchell for her kind hospitality
the meeting adjourned at 4;30 p.m.

Sadie Barton Brown ( Mre. L. D.)
Recording Secretary, pro tem,
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My dear

We are pleased that you have volunteered to do some get-out-thee e
vote wor during your summer vacation. The goal that has bi?n set
by the liinnesota League of Women Voters is to increzse the Minne-
8012 vote this Novenber twenty-five percent over that of fc?mer
elections. This i1s & big task; and in order to accomplish 1?, we
shall have to reach a great many people all over the state, im-
pPressing them with the idea that in a democratic form of govern-
ment voting is a ratriotic duty which it is dangerous to neglect.

In your own communit the League of Women Voters has a chairmen
whoyhas, no doubt, ogéanized 2 committes to carry on this work,
However, it isg most likely that the chairmen will need all thfﬁ
help she can get; and it seems best to have the studsnt volunteers
work through her as far &5 possible. Your name has been sent to 3
the cheirman in your community and if she does not call o? y?u,_fp
Suggest that you get in touch with her yourself. Your chairman ig

In order to give you an idea of the work that is planned fo;ﬂ}he
Summer cempaign, we are sénding you a kit of m;tgrial in wh1ug
you will find = great deal of »raeticel information aboup voting
and getting out the vote. We particularly want you to write to
us about any get-out-the-vote work you do in your town or county,
Thank you for your interest in this undertaking,

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Wells
President




The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL will meet at the headquarters of
the Minnesota League of Women Voters, 1639 Hennepin Ave,,
Wednesday, July 30th, at 2:00 p.m. Please notify our
office (Atlentic 1171) whether or not you will be able
to attend,

The Council will consider committee recommendations for
the final legislative program. Reports will be sent
you in a day or twe, Please give them careful consid-
ération and come prepared to vote upon them,

Marguerite M Wells,
Acting Chairman
July 23rd, 1924
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As promised you in our letter
efforts since the primary election
to organize women to get out a big vote in November. -
big vote but an intelligent and responsible vote

it is not only a
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of June 14th, we have continued our
to stimulate registration and
Believing that

that is needed, we are making our work educational.

The Minneapolis Tribune said of us
reach, plead with and persuade the slothful millions
they have both a mind and a

to which the League of Women
with loyalty thus undertaken

to fulfill,"

We cannot fulfill it without
of us, freely; but such work :
We are proud of the fact that it has often been

on a large scale.

said of us thet we accomplish much with the money

editorially on June 30th: "To
to show that
heart for their country is the business
Voters has set itself. The contract
is a big one, but it is worth striving

your help. We give our time, hundreds
costs money, especially if it 1is done

we spend.

If you sympathize with our purpose and wish it to succeed, will you

not make us a contribution?

or less.,

We suggest twenty five dollars, more

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells
State President

Mrs. S T McEnight
President, Minneapolis League




Minnescta League of Women Voters,
1635 Hennepin Avenue, Mimneapolis
July 24th, 1924

Report to the Legislative Council
of the
Committee on the Proposed Marriage Bill

The proposed bill is not a radical bill by any means, but there have beep
some important chenges from the present marriage bill, which are briefly these:

1. This law would abolish for the future common law marriages, by requiring
a license and a celebration for all valid marriages. So far as celebra-
tion is concerned, an exception is made in behalf of certain religious
organizations (as the Minnesota law now does for Quakers) by providing
that the perties may take each other as husband and wife in the presence
of two witnesses and without a minister or other eutherized person To
solemnize the marriage. In all cases, however, a license is required.

Sevebteen states have afready abolished common law marriages.

Thé consent of parents or guvardian must be given to males under twenty-
one and females under eighieen. This section also provides that no
woman under sixteen and no man under eighteen shall be capable of con-
tracting marriage with or without consent.

This is the same as the present Minnesota law excepl that the age for
women is now fifteen instead of sixbeen as proposed., Thirteen states
now fix sixteen as the age of consent to marriage for women.

Under the present Minnesota law epileptic, feeble-minded and insane persons
are not permitted to marry. To these the new bill adds (1) Habitual
drunkards, a provision found in laws of Washington, North Dakotza and

Towa; (2) Persons efflicted with venereal disease. a provision found in
laws of at least fourteen stetes; (3) Persons using narcotic drugs, a

new provision, although several states bar issuance of licenses to

persons under influence of drugs when making application.

Application for license shall be made at least five days before the
license is issued. This section is new to the Minnesota law. A waiting
period is provided for in the laws of at least eight states - among others
Maine, Massachusetts and Wisconsin.

The new law requires that both parties to the marriage must appear before
the license officer at some time before the license is issued. One of
the parties must appear in person at the time of application for license.

The present Minnesota law requires only one applicant tc appear.

Submitted by the Committee
Mrs. John M Gaus, chairman
Mrs. C H Hubbell
Florence Monahan
Frank J Bruno




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minnespolis
July 24th, 1924

Recommendations to the Legislative Council
of the
Committee on Removal of legal Diseriminations
Adultery
Section 8702, General Statutes 1913, provides that adultery is true of the
men only if the woman is married, regardless of his social state. No

prosecution may be commenced except on complaint of husband or wife.

The committee recommends & change in the law to make its provisions the
game for men and women.

Prior Right of Father to Sue

Section 7681 provides that "s father, or in case of his death or desertion
of his Bamily, the mother, may maintain an action for the injury of a
minor child, and a general guardian may maintain an action for the injury
of the Ward; provided that if no such sction is brought by the father or
mother, an action for such injury mey be maintained by a guardian ad

1item either before or after the death of such parent. Before any such
parent shall receive any money oOr other property in settlement or compro-
mise of any action so brought, or in satisfaction of any judgment obtained
therein such parent shall file a bond as security therefor, in such form
and with such sureties as the court shall prescribe and approve; and no
compromise or settlement of any such action shall be valid unless the

same shall be approved by a judge of the court in which such action is
pending."

The preference given the father over the mother does not carry the right
to collect demages and use the proceeds as desired, The money belongs to
the child. The real weakness in the law is thet if a father who is living
with his family neglects to bring the action for the child, and a guardian
does not bring suit, that the interest of the child may be jeoperdized
because while the father is 1living with the family, the mother is not in a
position to bring action,

The committee recommends a change in the law giving the mother equal rights
with the father to maintain an action for the injury of a minor child,

Submit ted by the Committee
Florence Monahan, chairmen
Miss Friedel
Mjgs Luverne
Alice Kercher
Mrs., Gerhard Dietrichson
Mrs. Robbins Gilman
Peer 1 Salsberry
Mrs. Ernest Mariette




Minnesota League of Wiomen Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
July 25th, 1924

Report to the Legislative Counecil
of the
Comnittee on Education
Supplemental Aid Bill

An amendment passed in 1923 to Sec. 9, Chap. 467, Laws of 1921 provided that
any school distriet in which e tax levy of 20 mills does not yield the ecui-
valent of 440,00 for each pupil ghall be given supplemental aid by the state
sufficient to make up a budget of 340,00 for each pupil who has attended the
public school of the district at least 40 days during the school year. This
amendment marked an epoch in Minnesota school aid distribution. Before this,
state aid had persistently flowed to the richer parts of the state.

A provision included in the appropriation bill at the eleventh hour seriously
handicapped the original purpose of the amendment. It provided that, if
funds were insufficient for the years ending June 30th, 1923 and June 30th,
1924, all other aid should be paid in full first and that the supplemental
aid should be paid pro rata from the remsinder of the funds asvailable,

This has resulted in cutting down the supplementsl aid to 55 cents on the

dollar after the poorer school districts had improved their schools, relying

on the promised aid. Some districts huzve known no way to continus the school
for the extra two months added to the former legel minimum term for all schools.

The Committee recommends that en effort be made to see that no such provision,
erippling the purpose of the supplemental aid bill, is made by future
Legislatures.,

County Board of Education with Power to Appoint County Superintendent of Schools

Progressive stetes, over 30 of them, have adopted the plan of a County Board
of Education which appoints the County Superintendent of Schools. Election
to that office by popular vote is & relic of the past. No other school
officers in the United States ere so elected. The method is vicious on
many counts:

The Committee recommerds as a proposed plan:

1. Election of a County Board of Education of five members who shall take
over all educational matters. (*) now handled by the Board of County
Commissioners, and in addition shall appoint the County Superintendent (*)

The members of this board shall be elected by the district school
officers assembled in annual convention. (Each county has from 80 to
500 members of district school boards.)

The members of this board, at the first election, shzll be elected one
for one year, one for two, one for three, one for four, and one for five
years. Thereafter, each shall be elected for five years as the terms
expire.,




4, Bach of the members of this board shall De a resident of a different com-
nissioner district. However, the removal of a member into another com-
missioner district during his term of office shall not create a vacancy.

5. The board shall hold four regular meetings a year, (*) with provision for
i meetings in case of emergencies.

6. The County Board of BEducation shall receive a per diem compensation and
mileage for necessary travel in conduct of their business. (*)

In presenting this plan there has been no stsempt to prescribe qualifications
for the county superintendent. Standardizing quelifications will come as &
matter of course if the change is made from an elective to an appointive
office. The bill should not be jeoperdized by demanding these 2t the outset.

Note. A star is used to indicate provisions that should be further defined if
a bill is drawn for submission to the Legislature.

Value of Proposed Plan

1. It adds to the power of local management, for it allows the county superin-
tendents to be appointed by the county board, as city superintendents are
chosen by city boards. It takes no power from present district school of-
ficers, particularly the power to levy texes, but it allows {he county
rural schools to elect their ovn board, and therefore removes them from the
dictation of cities in the appointment of their county supt. of schools.

2. The county superintendent is assured the advice and help of a county board
devoted to the educational interests of the county.

%. The restriction of residence within the county being removed, it will be
possible for sble professional men to be chosen as county superintendents.
The voters are often given only a choice between two equally unfit candi-
dates.

4, Able professional educators will be attracted to the office as they are mot
when long expensive campaigns are necessary to be elected or reelected.
Good men and women will be kept in office instead of resigning to accept
more stable positions as is constantly happening now.

5, It will prevent the private arrangements sometimes entered into between
county commissioners and county superintendent by which the much needed
visits to schools are cut to one brief visit, to avoid expense.

6. This plen means little or no extra cost to the taxpayer.

Submitted by the Committee
Isabel Lawrence, chairman
Mabel G Peirce
Mrs, C H Hubbell
Mrs. Henry S Nelson
Mrs. E C Stakman
Mrs. B F Rieke
Mrs. Wialter Thorp
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Executive Secretary
Miss Gladys Harrison

Office Secretary
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My dear

The time to plan for our League exhibits in county fairs has now come. Your
ir i t

county fair is scheduled for &

Even gf the fair is not held in your town, we hope we may depend upon your

League to arrange for an exhibit,

i } i ! le of your county our work
here is no better way to bring home to the people :
goi a 75 per cent vote this fall. If the exhibit is well'pla§ned gnd if those
in charge_of the booth are interested snd well-informed, it will give you an
invaluable opportunity to gain new members and new support for your League.

Our suggestions are:

First - That you appoint & committee of three or more ?o ta?e cﬁaqi ogogo:;e
exhibit. Get new women to do this for you an@ thu? gain new frien ; 41 t
League. We are getting splendid help from un:versmtg anf n?rmal sz.oo
students who have volunteered to help the League during their vacations.

Second - Apply immediately for space and secure as good position as possible
for the League exhibit,

Third - Ag early as possible, get local new?paper publicity ast;otw:;e1:tzzz:
ing om yeur committee and what plans are being made. We h?pe a e T
ment we have recently given the Associated Press and the city pap§1? .

state and county fair plans may prepare the way for your local publicity.

See your editer and let him know your plans.

SUGGESTED PLAN FOR YOUR COUNTY FAIR EXHIBIT

1. Place & blackboard within easy sight of passers—?y. Write upon ;tti?itlzint
slogans and facts about voting, erasing"oﬂe Eo write another. I h'b?t :t
be done dramatically it will furnish a l1ve_ feature for your exhibi
small nost and ne great effort. We are sending some slogans for your use -
make up others and let us know what they are.
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2., Send to us for a large reproduction on canvas of the Thermometer of Civic
Spirit, showing where your county stood in the percent of eligible voters who
voted in the last presidential election compared with the average for the state
and the 75 per cent vote which is our goal. We will supply this to you free
of charge except for the small parcel post charge for sending.

3, Have a supply of the thermometer fliers (sample enclosed) for general distri-
bution. We can send them to you at the nominal price of 30 cents a hundred.

4. Decorate your booth in red, white and blue te call attention to the patrio-
tic duty of voting.

5. Have membership and Voter subscription blanks with someone in charge of get-
ting memberships and subscriptions.

We strongly urge upon you the necessity of having everyone in attendance in your
booth thoroughly informed as to the purpose and work of the League. They should
5150 know the reasons behind our campaign to get out the vote. Call your booth
workers together for an informal conference on what they need to know to tell
others.

No League chairman can afford to be without the pamphlet published by the
Netional League called "Get Out the Vote Why - When - How" which me have for
distribution at 15 cents a copy. This booklet is rich in suggestions for your
work. We are anxious to get it into the hands of as many League officers and
active members as possible,

Have you a copy of Maud Wood Park's "A Record of Four Years in the National
League of Women Voters"? (price 25¢) This is excellent to give your booth
workerg to show the splendid accomplishments of the organization in which we
all have a part.

SUMMARY OF ACTION WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE AT ONCE

Appoint a fair exhibit committee to start work immediately

Interview your local editor about publicity

Send us your order for the Thermometer Poster and fliers

Write us for copies of the Get Out the Vote pamphlet
Mey we ask in closing that you let us know your plans and that you send us pic-
tures and facts about the exhibit that you arrange? We would like this informa-
tion for our "Reporting Progress" column in the Woman Voter and to send on %o

Netional headquarters for their informatien,
Very sincerely yours,

MMW cke Marguerite M Wells,
encl. President




AGEDNDA

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
July 30th, 1924

Minutes
Roll Call

Recommendations of Nationmal League of Women Voters

Education - IMiss lLavwrence
Supplemental Aid
County Board of Education

Removal of Legal Discriminations - Miss Monahan
Amendment to Adultery Law
Amendment to lLew of Right to Sue

Marria ge Bill - Mrs. Gaus
Aetion on

Mothers' Pernsion Refund
Infancy and Maternity Appropriation

Femily Court - Mr, Bruno's report

Action on Ratification of Children's Amendment
Sunset Homes Bill

Vew Business
Mrs, Dietrichson's Recommendations
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My dear

frs. Bdwin White has invited the State Board to meet at her summer
home on Manitou Island, White Bear lLeke, Friday, August eighth.

We are inviting all leccal chairmen to attend this meeting and take
part in the discussicn of plans for getting out the vote in the

state, Chairmen of ncw Leagues will find it very worth while to
come and hear what other Leagues are doing.

Buses to White Bear leave 6th and St. Peter in St. Paul fifteen
minutes after the hour and at half hour intervals. The hours
of the board meeting are from 10:30 a.m, to 4:30 p.m. Buses
leaving St, Paul at 9:15 and 9:45 will be met in White Bear.

Please let us know as early as possible whether we may expect you.
We must let Mrs, White know how many to provide for at luncheon,

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1659 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
July 1924
SLOGANS FOR BLACKBOARD USE AT COUNTY FAIRS
There are two kinds of citizen: voters and slackers. Which are you?
Want to know anything about voting? Ask the League of Women Voters.

Half of us don't care enough for our country to vote for it,

We are ruled not by a majority of all of us but by a majority of
less than half of us,

V" 6. The man or woman who fails to vote is as guilty as the guard who
sleeps on duty.

6. Public opinion is the combined opinion of individuals ~ what
contribution have you made?

Do you care for your children's future? Vote!

The food your husband eats does not feed you. When he votes,
can he vote for two?

"Home-keeping hearts are Happiest" (Longfellow)
Longfellow died before taxes went up.

.~—10, Indifference is more dangerous than ignorance or dishonesty.
Non-voters are indifferent,

11, Non-voters take the advantages and shirk the duties of citizenship.
12. When few vote, elections may be easily swung for personal gain,

15. Minority vote is a controlled vote, it puts the power in the hands
of the machine rather than of the people.

14. We are not ruled by a majority if scarcely a majority vote.
15, We are ruled today by something more than a quarter of the voters.

16. It is the duty of citizens to put good men in office. If you do
not vote you shirk this duty,

17. The least you can do is to vote for those who will serve your
country well.

18, Patriotism is not so much dying for your country as voting for it,
19. Your vote is the motor force in our democracy.

20. It's a duty not only to your party but to your country to vote.
shelter.
2l. Voting is gust as essential to your child's welfare as food and/

22, Mobilize to vote:. Mobilization day for citizenship November 4th.

The descending curve of American democracy - Can we turn it up again?
In 1896 80 per cent of the voters cast ballots
In 1900 73 L ] n 1 " 1] "
In 1908 66 " "
In 1912 62 " &
In 1920 Less than 50 per cent

Note: - For additional slogans see Get-Out-the-Vote campaign text-book
(price l5cents) pp. 24 - 37,
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My dear

It is the practice of this organization at election time to collect and
make available to voters accurate information concerning candidates for
public office. A large number of voters have come to look to us for

this service, knowing that the League is an educational and not &
partisan agency and has no purpose other than stimuleting intelligent
discussion of real issues. For this reason we use only those facts which
are matters of official record or of the candidate's own statement.

The enclosed questionnaire is being sent to all cand?datgs for a sfate
office. The replies received will be kept on open file in our off%ce,
and the Minneapolis League is planning to publish‘a pamph}et con?aln—
ing informetion based upon them. This pamphlet will be widely ?15—
tributed throughout the city during the two months before election and
will offer you an opportunity to reach many voters.

We wish you to understand that the League has no desire that any can-
didate should commit himself for or again?t.any measure on which he is
not willing at this time to express an epinion, but rather ?ffers an
opportunity to him to state the views upon which he.rests his oand%-
dacy with respect to various public questions, particularly those in

which womenare most cone¢erneds

i i i ttention to this gquestionnaire
May we urge you to give your immediate a
asyths ma%erial must go to the printer not later than August 20th?

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President




MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

QUESTIONNAIRE
(To Candidates for Governor, Lieutenant-Governor and State Legislature)

Name

Address District

Elective and appointive offices held

Biographical notes (not more than 150 words)

1, REORGANIZATION OF STATE DEPARTMENTS: (a) Do you favor consolidation of State
administrative departments into a few well coordinated divisions dealing with
related work? (b) Do you favor the standardization of employment in
Minnesota that would lead toward establishing a classified service with
appointments made for merit and equal pay for equal work? (¢) Do you
favor strengthening the present Executive Budget lew by providing the gov-
ernor with facilities adequately to oversee the meking of a proper budget
for state expenditures and to exercise control over departments following
legislative action on appropriations?

2. DIRECT PRIMARY: {a) Do you fevor this system of nomination es opposed to the
convention system? (b) Do you think that an attempt based upon the

experience of other states should be made to improve Minnesota's present
primary law?

3, BALLOT WITHOUT PARTY DESIGNATION: Do you favor the retention of this system
for state legislators?

4, CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT: Do you favor the ratification of the child labor

amendment enabling Congress to legislate for the protection of children in
industry?

5. PUBLIC SCHOOLS: (a) Would you favor measures to place the Teachers' Retire-
ment Fund on & sound financial basis? (b) Would you favor the
establishment of county boards of education with power to appoint county
superintendents, thus placing the office on a non-political basis?

6. REFUND FOR MOTHERS PENSION: A state refund to counties for one-third of the
amount expended for mothers' pensions or county allowances being now provided
for by law, would you vote to make the necessary appropriation for this
purpose?

7. INFANCY AND MATERNITY: Do you favor the renewal of an eppropriastion by the
legislature to entitle the state to federal aid for work for the protection
of maternity and infancy?

8. LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN: Do you favor the removel of legal discriminations
against women by specific measures nmot prejudicial to legislation necessary
for the protection of women?

9, FAMILY COURT: Do you favor legislation extending the functions of the Juv-
enile Court in cities of the first class, where the judges deem it advisable,
to all types of cases immediately involving marital relations and the
welfare of children?

10. MARRTAGE LAW: Do you favor the passage of a marriage law abolishing common

law marriage and providing safeguards against hasty and ill-advised
marriages?

11. ENFORCEMENT OF PROHIBITION: Do you favor all measures riecessary to the
strict enforcement of the Eighteenth Amendment?
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My dear Loecal Chairman: =

When I tell you that I have just finished reading Elizabeth Frazer's grtigle on
the League in the August Ladies Home Jourgal you will appreciate th? 1T§u'ii'
upon which I begin a letter to you. We simply mus? me ke goo@ on this rzt 1gg
uﬁdertaking for which we are receiving so‘much praise - ggt?lng 75 Eer cena )
the voters to the polls next November. Hlnnesota’ls receiving Perha?s more
than its share of notice and praise - we were twice mentlons@ in th?s very
artiole though not by naeme. Is Minnesota, iy ynur League, going to 12?re?se
the peroentage of its voters by twenty.fivf ger cent 3t the next elef‘lon
Especially are you going to wips out tge disgraoce of four years ago‘uaentso

few women voted and on the contrary get out to the polls as many women as men
this year?

i i cannot be achieved with a few good intentions, not by an occasiaqal
?::Elzh;F%ort, not even by a good hard drive just before N?vember 4th. {E is
such an enormous undertaking that hard work at the gﬂg’v?n t be enough. ;e X
have got to begin right now laying our plans and rﬁcrultlng help§rs, If ve do
that,dif we make preparations early enough, if we 1nt§rest enough people so
that the drive at the end will be a big one, I do believe that we.ah§11 accgm-
plish something really remarkable, wholly commendable, truly patriotic on the
fourth of November next.

Read the directions here enclosed and get just a few women to%ether right avay
to make plans. Let your group grow like a sncwba}l until by November you find
yourgelf with the biggest snowball in your commun:ty tha? was ever’rolled up
for any cause. Everybody will sympathize wit? yo? 1? this enterprise, m?n as
well a; women, It is for you to provide the initiative and for you to give
everybody a chance to help.

Tle are discussing at the Board meeting a new plan that we think Till.help you
a great deal. If we can manage to swing it we will write you about it soon.
Then you can add that to the calendar enclosed.

Write for the Campaign Text Book - 15 cents a copy - it is full of ideas and
inspiration. Good luck and best wishes.

. = Very cordially yours,
S 1o Q5C°“~%'2QUA®O%CULﬂ EQGL?CAQ

-

: N | “Yo -L.
VOV U OVEETTS J e WS T ) 7 70 AL S
& N\ ckcL ' V’U':ﬁibéiuLngﬁ?kue}ite M Tells,

encl. President




AGENDA
STATE BOARD MEET ING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
August 8th, 1924

Minutes

Treasurer's Report - Mrs. Wittich
National Fund

Executive Secretary's Report - Miss Child
Questionnaire to Candidates
County Fairs

Organization Secretary's Report - Miss Wash

Report on Get Out the Vote Organization
Minneapolis - Miss Florence Harrison
St. Paul - Mrs. J A Johnson
Duluth - Mrs. C J Roulo
State at lLarge - local Leagues - Congressional District Chairmen

One Day Schools for Voters -~ Mrs, Wittich

Legislative Council
Report of Child Welfare Committee - Mrs. Dieudonne

Convention
1. Report of Program Committee - Mrs. Wittich
2. Report from St. Paul on arrangements
3. Appointment of committee on revision of constitution
4. Appointment of Budget Committee

Report for Committee on International Co-op. to Prevent War =
Mi ss Hope McDonald

New Business
Appointment of assistent child welfare chairman
Passing on the Torch
Report on Hibbing
Contest - "What my Vote Means.'
"How Much Should One Enow to Vote,"




MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

July 30th, 1924

The regular meeting of the Legislative Council of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held at League headquarters, Wednesday, July 30th, 1924, at 2 p.m.,
Miss Wells presiding. The following were present: Mrs, Walter Thorp, Woman's
Club; Miss Nellie Jones, Business and Professional W omen; Mrs. Sizer and Mrs.
Myra Griswold, W C T U; Mrs. John Elliot, Women's Welfare League; Miss
Lawrence, League committee on Education; Mrs. F W Wittich, Miss Kercher, League
Committee on Law Enforcement; Miss Monshan, League committee on Legal Status

of Women; Mrs, Gaus, League committee on Social Hygiene; Mrs, C M Denny,
Minneapolis League; Mrs. H J Bailey, Rural Advisory Committee; Miss Florence
Harrison, Mrs, Metzinger, GrandForks,, Miss Marion Roth and Miss Emily Child
as secretary. e

The legislative program of the National League of Women Voters as agreed upon
at the convention in April was read by Miss Florence Harrison for the informa-
tion of the Council.

Miss Wells then reviewed the procedure for clearing recommendations on pro-
posed state legislation to the Committee on Final Program of the Council. She
called attention to the fact that each sub-committee dealing with a special
subject is expected to prepare material which may be sent out in mimeograph form
to Council members in advance of the meeting at which they will be asked to
vote upon the recommendations of such committees,

REPORT OF THE SUB -COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL MEASURES - Miss Isabel Lawrence, chr,

TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND - Miss Lawrence reported the committee's recommenda-
tion, not included in the mimeographed statement in the hands of members at
this meeting, that the bill on this subject prepared by the Minnesota Education
Associstion, be supported. In the discussion these facts were brought out:

The committee now edministering the fund iz unable to carry out the provisions
of the law - it can meet only approximately 40 percent of the payments called
for; cities of the first class are not affected by the law as they have their
own arrangements for pensioning teachers. As a result the best teachers leave
country and small town positions for other states and for the cities of Mimnea-
polis, St., Paul and Duluth where retirement funds are solvent. This defeats
the purpose of the fund which is to hold well trained teachers in the state

at large.

Mrs. Wittich reported that in the hearings of the Interim Commission on reor=-
ganization of state departments there had been discussion of the fact that
something should be done to make the fund solvent. She offered to talk with
members of the Commission and learn what action they will take on the subject
in their report.

Miss Lawrence called attention to the fact that the pension idea is wrong, that
the plan should be on an annuity basis so that young teachers leaving the state
could receive back the emount of their payments. At present it works an
injustive in such cases as they receive back only half of the sum total of their
payments.

Miss Wells ennounced that a comprehensive report put into writing by Miss Mabel
Peirce, a member of the sub-committee on education, will be mimeographed and
sent out before the next meeting when final action will be taken on.this subjeect

SUPPLEMENTAL AID TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS - The discussion on the statement sent to
members of the Council recognized the fact that there is no legislative actinn
possible - that the only vay to prevent the crippling of the purpose of the
bill is to keep in touch with the members of the appropriation committee.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Thorp, second of Miss Kercher, that the cus.iien
be referred to the Committee on Final Program,

COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION - The statement of the committee supplementing its
recommendation in favor of a bill providing for a county board of eduvsution
with power to appoint a county superintendent of schocls, has teen sent Lo ai}
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Council members. The questicn was asked whether the state department of educa-
tion would whole heartedly support the bill, Miss Lawrence stated that the
department would not sponsor the bill but she thought would undoubtedly support
it. She stated further that it was thought wisest not to include a definition
of qualifications for county superintendents at this time,

.. JT TS VOTED on motion of Miss Lawrence, second of Mrs. Thorp, that the bill
as recommended be referred to the committee on Final Program,

REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON REMOVAL OF LEGAL DISCRIMINATIONS AGAINST WOMEN
Miss Monahan, chairman
Miss Monahan not having arrived, Miss Kercher was asked to present the report
of the committee as it had been sent out to members. Miss Kercher commented
upon the report that the two measures recommended are two of the most glaring
discriminations against women and are often cited by the Woman's Party in their
propaganda for an Equal Rights bill. Miss Child read a letter from Miss
Monahan antedating the committee report in which she questioned the advisability
of going forward with one of the measres recommended ~ the prior right of the
father to sue. In her letter she also proposed consideration of changing the
law on prostitutes to apply equally to men and women.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Kercher, second of Miss Lawrence, that the adul-
tery law as recommended for change by the committee should be referred to the
Committee on Final Program.

Miss Monahan, having arrived, explained her opinion on the auestion of taking
action on the Prior Right of the Father te¢ Sve, She said that the law undoubt-
edly discriminated against the mother but that the proposal of & change in the
law would arouse a great deal of discussion and trouble which might not be

worth while.

IT WAS AGREED that this question with the question of a change in the law on
prostitutes be referred back to the committee for further report.

REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF MARRIAGE LAW - Mrs, John M Gaus, chairman

Mrs. Gaus reported the recommendations of the committee as formulated in the
mimeographed statement which had been sent to members.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Gaus, second of Miss Monahan, that the proposed
bill as outlined by the committee be referred to the Committee on Final Program,

MOTHERS' PENSION REFUND - Mrs. Thorp reviewed the previous history of this

metter for the information of new members of the Council. Miss Child read the
letter of C F Hall, direotor of the Minnesota Children's Bureau, written in

reply to Miss Wells' request for information as to the amount of the appropria-
tion that would be asked from the coming legislature as refund to counties for
expenditures under the law. Judge Hall's letter contained a comprehensive

review of the actual expenditures by all counties for the years from 1918 through
1924 (estimated), with an explanation of special facts that may affect the support
of individual counties for the epproprietion request,

IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs, Griswold, second of Mrs., Elliot, that the re-
commendetion be made to the Committee on Final Program that en appropriation
be supported covering a refund for the biennium period, 1923-24, amounting to
$662,795,79.

INFANCY AND MATERNITY - The letter of Dr. A J Chesley of the State Board of
Health on the question of the appropriation to be asked for infency and maternity
work written in reply to Miss Wells' request for this information, wes read.

The State Board of Health will ask for an eppropriation of $21,099.65 per annum
for the biennium period 1925-26, the amount necessary to secure the total allot-
ment from the federal government under the Sheppard-Towner Act, thus providing
for a state appropriation of $42,200 for the coming biennium as compared with the
gppropriation of $30,000 for the preser; biennium period.

IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs. Thorp, second of Miss Lawrence, that the recom-
mendation be made to the Committee on Final Program that a request for the
above named appropriation for the work of the Division of Child Hygiene of the
State Board of Health, be supported,
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RATIFICATION OF CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT - The letter of Miss Julia Lathrop of the
National League on the legislacive program of the League with a special section
on this subject was read by Miss Florence Harrison. There was some discussion
of the development of the beet sugar industry in Minnesota involving the labor
of children. Miss Lawrence reported that she has now received from the State
Depa rtment of Agriculture a 1list of 31 counties in the state having a total

beet sugar acreage of 17,259 acres. It was suggested that superintendents of
schools in the counties listed be approached to learn how much interference there
is with the school attendance of children employed. The Inspector of Rural
Schools in the State Department of Education might be willing to send out &
letter on this subject. It was agreed that he should be interviewed. Mrs, Gaus
mentioned the drifting of families employed in the beet fields to the city too
late to secure work, thus increasing the charitable problems of the city. Miss
Lawrence said that Minneapolis end St. Paul already have classes for over-age
children designated as beet-children classes because of being formed for this
perticular group of children.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Jones, second of Miss Lawrence, that the Council
recommend the ratification of the Child Labor Amendment to the Committee on
Final Program for inclusion in the Program.

SUNSET HOMES BILL -~ The history of this bill was reviewed by Mrs, Thorp. She
made the point that, in her opinion, it is not proper to tax the state for the
support of an institution that is open only to those who can meke the required
initial payment of $500. No action was taken providing for further consideration
of this bill.

NEW BUSINESS

There was brief discussion of the PART TIME SCHOOLS bill. Miss Wells suggested
that the Council take action in support of a bill provided one is presented by
the American Federation of Labor but that otherwise no action be taken, It was
_the sentiment of the Council that the Education Committee be askedto watch the
action of other organizations and keep the Council informed.

The statement of Mrs, Dietrichson, chairman of the standing committee on Women
in Industry for the Minnesota League, was read containing a recommendation that
the Council aot upon a bill introduced at the last legislative session by the
American Federation of Labor providing for ONE DAY REST IN SEVEN, for both men
and women. A SUB-COMMITTEE to report further on this bill was appointed by the
chair to consist of Mrs, Griswold, chairman, Mrs. Dietrichson and Miss Kercher,

The guestion of taking action in opposition to the introduction of an EQUAL
RIGHTS BILL into the legislature was brought up but no action taken.

On the question of a WOMAN ON TEE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION, it was recommended by
Mrs. Dietrichson that no bill be introduced at this session but that the Council
go on record as favoring the eppointment of a qualified woman member of the
commisgion.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Griswold, second of Mrs, Gaus, thet the report
be made to the Committee on Final Program thet the Council favors the appoint-
ment of a qualified woman on the Industrial Commission,

Mr, Bruno's report on the FAMILY COURT was received too late to be sent out in
advance of this meeting., It will be sent to members and voted upon at the
next meeting. '

Meeting adjourned on motion.
Respectfully submitted

Emily Child, Secretary
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August 15, 1924 Mrs. Barry N. Collins
TUs

Dear Editor:

The Minnesota League of Women Voters often has good news

gtories which would be of direct intercst to women in your comnunity.
writing to ask you if you would use such stories if we sent them

to you occasionally. As our work is entirely unpartisan we focl

that you would find all your readers intercsted in what we are doing.

I 2am enclosing a story on One-Day Schools for Voters vhich

This is for release in your next issue.

T7ill you please £ill out the blank at the bottom of the
and let us know whether you would like some kind of nevs service from
US w hindly comnent on whether you prefer a mat service to a mimeo-
graph service and what mat service you subscribe to.

Cordially yours,
i ‘ AL o
FYE ahaoan. I -'(»A_,

Pyblicity Secretary

Name of ncwspaper Editor

Publication date “hen must have materizal

Comments




{ESOTA LEAGUE (F WOMEN VOTERS
nnepin Ave., Mpls.

Aygust 15, 1924

The Minnesota League of “omen Voters is prepaering &an outline for
One=-Day Schools for Voters which may be conducted in any community in the
state before the fall elections for the purpose of bringing out 2 more -in=

telligent vote at the polls. The schobls will begin abouyt the first of

guarters in Minneapoliss

The league is preparing a prospcotus for the schools which con-
teins reasons for conducting them, a list of possible faculty members to
be supplemented by speakers from towns in which the schools are desi red,
and a list of the subjects to be included in the school's programe The
prospectus will be ready for -distribution within the next two weelks .

Some of the subjects already decided upon for the schools are
"Thet Every Voter Shouid Know About Voting," including & demonstration of
how to mark a ballot and a discussion of how elections are conducted; brief
history of politicael parties and what they mean in government; dutics and
qualifications of officers to be voted on this fall; nomination methods==the
caucus and convention method as compared with the direot primary. st each
schot

The plan of conducting the one=day schools, which will cons ist
of four one hour periods, with 20 minutes set aside for open discussion, is
pert of the Minnesota League of Women Voters campaign to get out at lcast
75 percent of the eligible voters of Minnesotz for the elections this fall
and to make the electorate an intelligent onc.

Reasons vwhy the League will oonduct these schools as given in the

prospectus are that:

Tt believes that every woman wants to render to her country the

patriotio service of intelligent voting.
It knows that many vomen do not vote because of timidity and the
realization of their lack of knckledge neoessary for an enlightened vote,

Tt is convinced that if demccracy is to succeed, vomen must learn

their citizenship privileges.

end
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August 19th,
192 4

My dear Legislative Council Member: -

"

The Legislative Council will meet promptly at 2:30 peMm., ON
Wiednesday, August 27th, at League headquarters. Action will be
taken on referring the following measures to the Committee on

Final Program:

The Teachers' Retirement Fund

The Family Court y

Recommendation of the Committee on Removal of Legal
Discriminetions against Women

Report of the Sub-committee on the bill for One Day Rest
in Seven

Statements on the first two of these measures are enclosed for
vour information. Please give them your careful consideration and

come prepared to discuss them.

Wie shall appreciste it if you will let our office know (Atlentic
1171) whether or not you are coming.

Very sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Secretary




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1629 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
August 19, 1924

Report to the Legislative Council
on the
State Teachers Insurance and Retirement Fund Bill

In order thut the Council mey have some understanding of the situation with
reference to the Retirement Fund Bill, the following statements are submitted: -

The present bill wes enscted in 1915, having been drzfled by & special com-
mittee of the Minnesots Education Associstion. It wes prepared in response to
a demend for some form of pension plan for the teachers throughout the state.
Minnespolis, St. Pzaul and Duluth had already established systems applying to
their own teachers.

In the drafting of the first bills for all of these systems the aid of an
actuary vas not employed., None provided for a bill actuarially sound. In 1921
the Legisleture refused to raise the tax levy to mske it possible to pay
pensions approximating the $500 a yeer the law cells for, but authorized the
employment by the Board of Trustees for the Fund of an actuery to formulate &
plan to make the fund solvent.

The Board of Trustees employed an actuasry, made an exhaustive study of the sub-
ject znd presented an amending bill to the Legislature of 1925 ~ a bill that in
its best judgment would make the fund solvent and be reasonable and fair to
both teachers and taxpayers. Failure to secure the passage of the bill was due
largely to two causes: & desire on the part of the Appropriation Committee to
keep taxes dovn, snd lack of united cction on the part of young teachers who
did not understand the terms of the bill and who had little interest in any
pension bill.

There are two types of pension plans for teachers - one with assessments from
teachers upon 2 percentage of the salary basis with aid from the state to match
the assessments; the other a flat assessment from all teachers with equal aid
from the state. For teschers with a salary of J1500 or less the flat rate
pays & larger penzion; a percentage basis would result in pensions of less than
5500 a year. Teachers with low salaries will over a period of 30 or 40 years
receive from the state under a percentage plan 2% times less than high saleried
teschers receive under this plen. It is a question whether the rural school
teacher or the teacher of the small community whose salary schedule will always
be far below that of cities of the first cless should not receive as much aid
from the state as higher saleried teachers.

In cities of the first class, where the meximum scale will clwuys be higher and
inequclities less, a percentege salary plan mey be better. So it is perhaps
wise for the state end cities to each carry on its own plan. Duluth in 1921
ond Minneepolis in 1923 were able to secure legislation to make their funds
solvent. St. Paul is now preparing & plen to emend her law. The bill to amend
the Minneapolis law wes a permissive bill giving the Boerd of Estimate and
Taxction and the Board of Education the right to increase the tax levy to take
care of the deficit. Such = body of men would be more liberal in granting

the incressed levy than would a Legislature composed in great part of members
from rural districts.
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The Minnesota Education Association has definitely committed itself as in favor
of legislation to secure a sound Tecchers Retirement Fund. The Revirement

Fund bill as introduced at the 1 9 2 3 session will be reintroduced in 1 9 2 5
as the basis for cmending the present law.

Detail of the Various Features of the Proposed Bill

1. Whet shall be the amount of the pension? Five hundred dollars for thirty
ears of service with more for added years up to 35 wes considered reascnable.
In fixing the amount the ability of the teacher to meet the assessment and
the willingness of the taxpeyer were considered.

2. How much does it teke to finance a $500 pension? $7292

3. Who shall finance the fund? It wes considered just that it be a fifty-
fifty proposition ~ the state levying a tax to balance the teachers
assessment .

4. At what age shall teachers be retired? Fifty years. Many teachers should
not stand the strain after that as nll superintendents were unenimous in
gaying they preferred to hire younger teschers. An age limit does not
prevent vigorous teachers continuing.

5. How mony years of service are required? Thirty for $500. Sone desired 25
years but that necessitates on assessment of 1/25%h insbead of 1/30%th of
the sum needed. This would mean not $65 but $87.50 arnuclly which is too
high an assessment for the average salary.

6. Must a teacher teach thirty years to receive anything? No. She may elways
retire and draw out all she has put in at 4 per cent or may draw the ennuity
her assessment would eern. 1In eaddition she could have an annuity from the
state according to number of years of teaching.

7. Whot provision for old teachers meking up deficit in these assessments?
They are allowed to give a note for same for & period of 20 years. The
state gives materizl aid to the teacher of long standing in paying her ncte.

Submitted by

Mabel G Peirce




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
August 19th, 1924

Report to the Legislative Council
on the
Family Court

THE FAMILY COURT is. & device to unite into one court all actions concerning the
family which are now tried in various courts, except the Probate Court.
Matters of probate which do concern the family to a certain extent would require
a more fundamental change in the law than is here contemplated if they were
to be brought into this single court. Such a court would be a branch of the
district court and might be organized as an extension of the Juvenile Court.

The bill a2s introduced into the 1 9 2 3 session of the Legislature provided that
the judges of the distriet court in counties having Juvenile courts (counties

of 33,000 or more) "may by rule providefor the reference to the Juvenile Court
judge of cases not arising under Juvenile Court laws but immediately involving
the welfare of children and cases involving the marital relation.”

The cases which, under such a law, would be referred to e Family Court or Court
of Domestic Relations are: 2ll actions concerning the family which arise in

the Municipal Court such as non-support, violation of child labor and school
attendance laws; actions which arise in the District Court such as actions for
separation or diverce; prosecutions for desertion or abandomment, proceedings

to establish the paternity of illegitimate children and provide for their

support, adoption and habeas corpus proceedings involving the custody of children;
and ell cases now constituting the work of the Juvenile Court,

At the present time court action in which the welfare of the family is concerned
may be tsken in any one of a number of different courts and be heard before
judges who have no special training or experience in that aspect of the law.

A study recently made by the University of Minnesota showed that of the divorce
actions in the district court, more than half of the families involved had been
before another court in Hennepin county for the adjudication of some family
difficulty. Yet the hearings for divorce were held without any reference to
these earlier hearings, nor were there any means at the disposal of the court
by which any one of the eerlier appearances in court could have been followed
with the intent to prevent the situation foom progressing to an undesirable
conclusion.

Most court actions with respect to the family fall definitely within the field
of preventive justice. They are not criminel acts, on the one side, nor a

plain determination of civil law on the other. The procedure of the court
handling these cases should be adapted to the nature of the situations involved,
The judge presiding at such a court should be given an opportunity to specialize
in such procedure, so that he would become a specialist in the legal aspects

of family relations, instead of as now looking upon such cases as nuisances,
and should have available such assistance as can be given by probation officers
and medical or psychiatric advisers.




MINUZES
STATE BOARD MEETING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

The regular monthly meeting of the Minnesote League of Women Voters was held
at the residence of Mrs. Edwin White at Manitou Island, White Bear Lake,
Friday, August 8th, 1924, Meeting called to order at 10:37, Miss Wells
presiding.

The following members of the State Board were present: - Mrs, L D Brown, Mrs.
P M Glasoe, Mrs. W C Cobb, Mrs. Walter Thorp, Mrs, F WwWittich, Mrs., C C
Colton, Mrs, M J Dowling, Mrs, Edwin White, Miss Isabel Lawrence, Miss
Marguerite M Wells, The following local chairmen were present: Mrs, G R Day,
Farmington, Mrs, F N Welch, Stillwater, Mrs. Cecelia Keyes, Columbia Heighis,
Mrs. R Leland, Kenyon and Mrs. Roulo, Duluth. The following were also
present: Miss Florence Harrison, Miss Emily Child, Miss Hope McDonald, Miss
Marian Wash, Miss Elizabeth Paige, Miss Markon Roth, Mrs. W J Marcley, of
Minneapolis; Mrs, Holman, Mrs, Johnson, Mrs. Guise, Mrs, Herbert, Mrs. Tanner,
Mrs. Rosencranz, Mrs, McClintoc, Mrs, Bassendale, Mrs. Burt, Mrs. Schemann,
Mrs. Briggs, Mrs. Schwartz, Miss Jennings, Miss Lusk, Miss Troy and Miss
Furness of St. Paul; and Mrs, Bnright, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs., Danforth, Mrs,
Tomlinson, Mrs, Mclanahan, Mrs. Philebrown, Mrs, Schnett, Mrs. Cunningham,
and Mrs. Curtland of White Bear and Bald Eagle.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Treasurer's Report was given by Mrs. Wittich in the absence of Mrs, Cant.

It showed receipts during the month of $1,366.46 and disbursements of
$1,217.47, leaving a balance of 3148,99, and unpaid bills amounting to
$1,123,95. Miss Wells explained that the debt owed by the state was caused by
local Leagues not paying their quota tou state., The quota is ten dollars for
every one thousend inhabitants. No League would ever be dropped for ro%
paying its quota, but it is important that all local Leagues make en effort

to do this.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Brown, second of Mrs. Thorp, that the treas-
urer's report be accepted and bills allowed.

jational Quota Mrs, Wittich gave plan of nationel quota of raising subsecrip-
tions of $100.00 or less amounts, one half of which goes to theNational

league to be applied on the quota to the National and the other half remsins

in the State, Mrs., Wittich went over the $100 pledged of 1923-24, asking
information about renewals. Miss Florence Harrison will see Mrs, Walter
Douglas (Tenth District) about the renewal of her pledge. St. Cloud - 2
pledges., One was in memory of Mrs, Cline which will not be renewed. The other
wag secured by Miss Ruth Mitchell from Mr, Grimmer whichshe doubts if he will
renew. Duluth - 2 pledges. One has not yet been completely paid. The other
Mrs, Colton received and is not sure whether it will be renewed. St, Paul -
four pledges have been renewed and others are being wanted by finence chairman.,

Mrs. Brown, corresponding secretary, read a letter of appreciation from Miss
Gladys Harrison, former executive secretary of the Minnesota League,

Executive Secretary's Report Miss Child reported on the accomplishments oft he
League during the past month.

Miss Wells spoke for several minutes of Kent's "The Great Game of Politics",
urging all League members to buy and read it.

Organization Se¥retary's Report Miss Wash reported on the field work she had
done the previous month. She feels that the League has fine opportunities

in the State but that the initial visit of &an organizer is almost worthless
unless followed up later, She usually found the following objeztions in towns
where Leagues had died -~ quota was slms t impossible to raise = that the leagu-
was @ third party in connection with Non-Partisan League. A group of loocal
women might be interested in one piece of work, but felt generai work of Leag:
rather intangible and were unable to keep League alive. It wasnot so diffiecul.
to form a temporary as a permanent League., Miss Wells stressed the importence
of developing temporary lLeagues into permanent organizations,
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Miss Lawrence reported on a trip to Bemidji where she organized a League. She
thinks that in September the League will be on its feet and in working order,
The new League would like to hold an Institute at the Teachers' College in
September,

Miss Lawrence suggested thet it would be wise not to let a lull occur after the
Get Out the Vote campaign vas over. It might be a good plen to have the
Legislative Council program resdy to present at Education Week which follows
immediately upon elections,

Report on Get Out the Vote Organization

Minneapolis - Miss Florence Harrison. The following planshave been made:

One dey schools on what every voter should know. A house to house canvass
preceding the last day of registration, leaving cards showing decline of vote
as calling cards, having en efficient speakers bureau to send speakers to talk
before city groups, information booths in wards during month preceding election
with facts as to location of polling places, information on present political
pletforme and on candidates, They are also considering procuring lists of
people already registered, thereby considerably cutting down work for the

house to house canvass, and they hope to have a large civic torchlight parade
the night before registration closes.

St., Paul - Mrs, J A Johnson. Mrs, Johnson is organizing chairmen for wards and
precincts who will inform themselves on who has not registered and make a house
to house canvass in that group. The ward chairmen will hold meetings for the
precinet chairmen. The city clerk will talk at these meetings, for the purpose
of giving any information that is needed. Mrs. Johnson thinks that canvassing
eand personal contact are the only satisfactory ways of getting out the vote,
Mrs, Johnson also said that she preferred candidates' meetings to the one day
school idea.

Duluth = Mrs. C J Roulo. Mrs, Koule has not yet begun her work in Duluth,
Out of 72 precincts, 52 had no League members,

Miss Wash reported on Young America where volunteers offered themselves for
attempt to match record during the war of highest purchase of Liberty bonds per
capita by voting record this year. Norwood and Young Americe, a mile apart,
will compete for best record this fall,

Mrs. Dey of Farmington reported that no plans have been made yet. She suggested
that the town will be divided into groups comparable with city wards,

Mrs. Welch of Stillwater reported that they offered a prize before the primary
for the township in the county showing greatest increase in woman vote.

Prize won with 40 per cent increase.

Miss Wells reported letter just sent out to local chairmen on Get Out the Vote
plans.,

Miss Lawrence suggested a block chairman to have procession of children with
flegs at twilight the night before election.

Mrs. Leland reported that a joint committee of one Republican, one Demoecrat and
one Farmer-Labor woman was orgenized by the League in Kernyon to get out the vote.

Meeting adjourned for luncheon at 1 p.m., reconvening at 2:05 p.m.

Miss Wells mentioned megazines in which there had been articles on the League -
the August issues of Success and the Ladies Home Journal.

One Day Schools for Voters - Mrs, Wittich

Mrs. Wittich hopes to have 50 schools in the state. Minneapolis has slreauy
signed up for thirteen, Their purpose is not only to Get Out the Vote but %o
strengthen the League. A prospectus will be issued soon giving the program

and other facts about the schools, The faculty for the schools has not beer
definitely settled. A school with one teacher will be $15.00, with two, $75.,00
An entrance charge of from 25 %o 75 cents will be charged, the amount to be
decided upon by the committee in charge.
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A discussion followed as to the necessity of the schools. Mrs. Johnson and Mrs.
Colton felt the program was too difficult for the average voter.

Mrs. Glasoe asked if the faculty could be local if she could get up a school in
Northfield

Miss Wells asked for suggestions for names for faculty. St. Paul -~ Mrs. Guise,
Mrs. Herbert, Mrs, Walker, Dr, Eliot, Miss Pollock, Miss Sarah Converse, Miss
Bssie Williams; St. Cloud - Miss Lawrence, Mr. Vandervelt; Northfield - Miss
Keith Clark; Duluth - Mrs, Charlie Mitchell; Eagle Falls - E B Bergquist,
Mankato - Miss Crawford, Miss Agnes Larson .

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Dowling, second by Mrs, Colton, that these
schools be prepared and offered.

The question of the fee came up again for discussion. Mrs., Cobb said thzt just
at this time when so many good pelitical speakers were speaking it might be

hard to collect the 75 cents. Miss Lawrence said that something ina drematic
line might be compiled to use in connection with the schools, Mrs. Colton
thought that perhaps the subjects of the schools might be assigned and presented

by local members, thus doing away withthe fee.

Miss Wells asked district chairmen to say how many schools they could held in
their districts, Mrs. CGlasoe was sure of three - Faribasult, Farmingtor and North-
field - and would try to have schools in Norwood, Keryon apd Carnon Falls. Mrs.
Dowling felt sure of five, Mrs. Colcon three, Mrs, Roulo, two.

Bounty Fairs

Miss Child hoped to put on League of Women Voters exhibits at at least & fairs.
She reviewed the suggestions made in the letter to local chairmen on County

Fair exhibits. The suggestion has been made that it might be interesting to have
some hand work of the League members on exhibition, Membership blanks and

Voter slips should be in every League of Women Voters booth, Miss Herrison said
that in Wisconsin the blackboard had been very cleverly used for the benefit

of the League. The League member whe ran it used it as a means of talking %o

end getting in touch with the crowd. District chairmen should keep in touch
with fairs going on in their counties, find some one to take an interest In each
one. All material and literature will be supplied by the State. Miss Wash
asked how such an exhibit with & blackboard could be run with women who were no%
thoroughly conversant with the League of Tiomen Voters. Mrs, Thorp agreed with
Miss Wesh ard said that she thought there would be a good deal of danger if the
woman at blackboard was not perfectly familiar with League. Miss Wells said that
if distriect chairmen were afraid to send out women to 2ll smaller fairs to con-
centrate on larger ones.

Legislative Council Miss Child reported on the last meeting, held July 30th.

Sta te Convention

Miss Wells spoke on the importance of convention in the League, especially stress-
ing importance of a good attendance.

Mrs. Wittich reported on the program. There will be two evening sessions, the
first for candidates for U S Senator and Governor, and the second a talk on
primeries or a four-cornered discussion. The day sessions will be given up to
discussion of legislative progrem. There will be talks from two or three League
of Wiomen Voters women at the big luncheon. Nemes suggested were Mrs. Hibbard,
Helen Gardiner, Miss Hauser and Miss Ludington.

Di scussion arose as to the meeting on the primery. Mrs., Thorp suggested a three
cornered discussion for and against and modificetion, Nemes suggested for

this discussion were - W I Norton, Mayor Nelson, William Allen Wihite. The
consensus of opinion was to ask Williem Allen White to speak at the meetirg on
the primary.

1T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wittich, second by Mrs. Glasoe, that Miss Wels
appoini & committee on revision of constitution. Miss Wells appointed Miss
Kercher and Miss Monahan.
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IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Dowling, second by Mrs., Brown, that Miss Wells
arpoint & committee on budget. Miss Wells appointed Mrs. Hargreaves and Mrs.
Ashmun, to work with Mrs, Cent.

Report on Child Welfare Committee - For Mrs. Dieudonne by Miss Child.

Viics Child read Mrs, Dieudonne's list of suggestions for chairmen., Miss Wells
said that on account of heavy work in this depertment, if board was willing,
she would appoint an assistens chairmen from Minneapolis or St. Paul to work
with Mrs. Dieudonne.

IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs, Colten, second by Miss Lewrence, that Miss
Wells be authorized to appoint an assistant chairman of child welfare.

Report on International Co-opera%ion to Prevent Wer - Miss Hope McDonald

Miss MeDonald reported splendid ccoperation in both cities on Wor1ld Cooperation
Day. Celebration about the same in both cities., World cooperation had been
the thing emphasized and discnsssu.

No action had been taken on Defense Day. Miss Wells said that the attention had
#irst been called to Mobilization Day By Dyluth, but that the League led not
been able to act until the National lLeague of Women Voters had been heard
from. Mrs, Roulo said that a meeting on Mobilization Day was pending now in
Duluth and she would like to take back definite instructions from the State
League on stand on this aquestion, Miss Wells reviewed briefiy the facts as ©o
Mobilization Day and reporied the resolution passed by the Execufive Commitvee
of the National League of VWomen Voters. Miss McDonald said that she believed
that o more drastic resolution should be passed as the resolution of the
National wes too philosophical. Miss Lawrence said that she thought more bad
feeling would be aroused with any more publicity and it was wiser to let the
matter drop. Miss Wells said that the purpose of the League of Women Vcters
was to educate and now that the public is aroused our task is over in thia
instance.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Thorp, second by Mrs. Brown, that no further
pction be taken by this Board than has been taken by the Netional League ol
the subject of Mobilization Day.

Miss Harrison spoke briefly on the idea carried out in Delaware and Pennsyl~
vania of a caravan tour reaching from one end of the state to the other. A
similer tour called passing on the torch, reaching from end to end of the
state, might be accomplished here, especially for publicity purposes.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Cobb, second by Mrs. Thorp, that a "Pass on
the Ter ch" procession through Minnesota be orgenized.

Miss Wells said that e newspaper contest has been suggested for the best article
on "What my Vote means in my Home" with a prize offered by the League. Miss
Lawrence suggested a limerick or jingle.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Brown, second by Mrs. Dowling, that such a
contest be planned.

There being no further busiress, the meeting was adjourned at 4:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted

Anne T White,
Recording Secretary




MINNMESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
August 29th, 1924
For the Information of
Booth Workers at the State Fair Exhibit

Our state fair exhibit this year is directed to emphasizing the importance of the
League campaign to Get Out the Vote. It is our opportunity to reach men and
women in the state who may have no contact with the League and to impress them
both with what the League has to offer in the way of political information and
education, and with the importance of every voter going to the polls at the time
of the November election. =

The posters connected by ribbons with the model of a voting booth are designed to
call attention to the fact that the woman in the home has a duty in voting which
she cannot afford to neglect. The posters illustrate in simple, concrete terms
the influence of the vote in the fields of Education, Public Health, Child
Welfare, Maternity and Infancy, Law Enforcement, Taxation and Recreation. These
posters are the contribution of the Attic Club of Minneapolis to the League's
Get Out the Vote campoign and represent the work of seven different artists,

The posters illustroeting the comparotive vote in the various counties of the
state at the last presidential election and showing the goal of 75 per cent we
have set for this year are designed to stimulate local interest in increasing
the percentage in individual counties.

It will not be possible to get an opportunity to talk with many of the people who
pess the booth. Workers should, however, see that everyone who passes is hended

& thermomster flyer. The suggestion has been made that folding the flyer so that
only part of it is visible arouses the interest and prevents the flyers fron
being immediately thrown avway.

We hope that the writing of slogans on the blackboard will attract attention anc
get people to stop at the booth insteed of hurrying by it. This will give bwo®h
workers who are not writing slogans an opportunity to talk withindividuals
who may be willing to:
1. Sign a blue card pledging service in their local community (whether or not
it hes a local League organization) in getting out the vote. We need
nemes in as many communities as possible of those who will help in our
work to increase the number of intelligent voters.
Subseribe to the Woman Voter at the less-than-cost price of 25 cents a
year. This is an important means by which we can reach individuals in the
state with information we want to get before the public. If you cannotb
get the subscription at the time, record the name and address of anyone
who would like a sample copy mailed to the home address. A book for this
purpose will be supplied and kept in the booth. Sample copies of the Voter
will be supplied for use in the booth.

Booth workers are not permitted by state fair suthorities to leave the booth
and approach people outside it. TWe must be careful not to disregerd this
ruling. On the other hand we hope that booth workers will be mlert to seize
every opportunity to drow individuval women into conversation. Each worker will
heve her own way of accomplishing this. One wey may be to ask questions as %o
whether the woman voted in the primary - whether she knows all that she needs
to know to vote in the fall election. etec.

Her attention may be czlled to the following informational literature for -=:

at the booth:
1. Who's Who and Vihy in Minnesote State dnd County Government - 57

2.Platforms of Notional Political Perties (1924) 5¢




The next meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League
of Women Voters will be held at League headquarters,

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, Friday, September 6th,
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 P,

This will be the last Board meeting before the State Conven-
tion. No invitations are being extended except to Board
members. The entire legislk tive program will be before

you for final action as well as seversl other questions of
paramount importance in regard to the Convention and next
year's pelicies, One question in particular mokes your
presence imperative, Please let us know that you will be
here,

Marguerite M Wells,
President
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September 2nd,
1924

My dear

You undoubtedly know that the Child Labor Amendment , permitting angzizzqt:nd
legislate for the protection of children in indgsyry,.has passed Congress
been submitted to the individual states for ratification.

of the welfare of children, whether in this state or in t:i'ziuntry
is one in which women &are particularly concernedrand f;Ztéfz ;in
they feel a large measure of responsibili?y. The League of ﬂozzg . aménd-
cooperation with other national organizations of women, suppor

ment during its cons ideration by Congress.

The subject
as & whole,

It is our hope that the Minnesota legislature will ratify the amendment early

$n the coming session, In order that the voters may befinfzimeiezisgztzzz
ig i el i didates for the

sts of this issue when they select thelr.can :

?ir;he November election, we shall attempt in the coming monz?s tz 2;pply

jnformation on the Child Labor Amendment %o voters all over the SUatCe.

ive i with
To do this it is imperative that we have a represenﬁatlme in gi?hm;ggﬁzg =
whom we can correspbnd and to whom we can send special publicity T
printed material for general distribution.

I em writing to ask you to serve as Ch?ld welfare.c?aifmivoinoio:;eczgzzng;t
represent our state comnittee locally 1in get?zng in ???i Ee O it A
before the public. We believe that your SSSlStﬁ?CB wi ;e el dd -l
that we can depend upon you to do all in your power to prepa h )
ratification of the amendment in Minnesota.

May

= p 1t 19 ']
c in T Dl. n 3
\TOul CDI‘W"TIleIl e e TINE I()[‘!.L)t :

; ynclosed .
An addressed card is enclos o edistoly so that we may not be in

we ask that you send it back to \

as to your decision. ‘
Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Bugene Dieudonne, Chairman
Comnittee on Child lielfare
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September 8th,
1924

My dear local Chairman: =

It gives me great satisfaction to be eble to annoaﬁce to youtthit ?ilzr?qnow
ready to arrange for a series of One Day Schools for Vot?rs bo e ;;”naa_in
the ‘state during September and October. These scno?}s ?dve t?en plﬁé %avﬂ
order to help you interest the women of your commuthg in vi 1:1%1._e “fohibzn
ften been told that there are women who feel a rg;ucuance o v::F,H:TCLS.
oarties, or to teke part in politics, because of ignorance ?rds Ifzafgﬁl éqti“g
ghe program is egpecially designe@ to give 1n_the S%Tkl?itmzzteTzath;t ;ve;y n
form just that insight into practical §very—duy pzilulgi rfion ]
woman needs to know in order to feel mistress of the situa .

Mrs. Wittich has consented to act es director‘of the schools.’ Th? faiz EEZE
“b ’ herself, will present as many of the subgects‘as you d?s1re 15’.‘ W,
:‘Zsarantee éo you of their popular appeal. She will also arrange upon
request for other speakers and teachers.

- ibing the schools, for your use in
se several of the leaflets deseribing un »
;aigi;oplans We can supply them in quantity if you should wish to have them
for generel distribution in arrenging to hold & school.

it hat you can
2 nade as low as possible so that y
arge for the schools has been ma _ ) : ‘
Ourtc:hii and other incidentel expenses by charglng a reglstraitgn fizsoieen
mee 50 or 75 cents to those who attend all sessions. The Sugges 10? i
- ttendance can be made possible for women who do their own work Dby
ol er served at a moderate price between the afternocon

arranging to have & supp
and evening §eSslONsS.

! 3 for
! d do to gein the interest of women
i bably nothing that you coul 4 i :
There ;: zzi theyvote work more effectively thaen by haV}ng such & sc:iols
;i:rsi help Mrs Wittich in this undertaking by consulting her promptly so
_.a = - ) i
thet she may have time properly to arrange the schedules

Sincerely yours,

ﬁarguerite M Wells,
President
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1924

"o s \kLL_ :_.;_1_0 _QJ..._ 1‘ f.\l So
""'\-\.‘

My dear

We believe that you will be interested in seeing the prospectus of the
One Day Schools for Voters which we are offering before the November
election.,

It is our hope that in communities where there is no local League organ-
jzation, there will be individuals who will be glad to get together a
group of women to take advantage of our offer, We suggest that an
effort be made to secure the attendance of men for the evening session.
Wie are anxious to reach as many voters as possible throughout the state
with information which will both increase their interest in voting and
give them the background they may need in order to vote intelligently.

The talksincluded in the program outlined are wholly unpartisan in
character. Mrs. F W Wittich, director of the schools, is chairman of

the department of Efficiency in Government in the state League and 1is

an unusually clear and successful speaker in addition to being thoroughly
informed on the questions that are current public issues. She will
conduct meny of the schools in person and will secure well qualified
speakers for the subjects that she is unable to present herself.

The state office will send someone with Mrs. Wittich to bring to the
attention of those ettending the school printed material containing
information of interest to voters supplementary to the talks.

Will you give us your help in arranging a school in your community?

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,

VMW cke encl. President




MINUDTES
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
August 27th, 1924

The regular meeting of the Legislative Council was held Wednesday, August 27th,
1924, at League headduarters, Miss Wells presiding, Present ~ Missg Viells,
Mrs, Griswold, W C T U; Miss Fraences Smith, newly appeinted delegate from

the Minnesota Education Association; Miss Ruth Junkin, newly asppointed dele~-
gate from the Minn, Public Health Association; Miss Lawrence, League committee
on Education; Mrs, Denny, Minneapolis Lezgue representative, Mrs, Gilman,
Wioman's Cooperstive Allience, Mrs, F W Wittich and Miss Child.

One Day Rest in Seven Mrs. Griswold, chairman of the sub-committes of three
appointed at the last meeting to report upon this law, stated that it is the
consensus of opinion in the committee that no action be taken by the Couneil
until the action of the American Federation of Labor is known. The legislative
committee of thet organization (Mr. Hall, chairman) is responsible for
suggesting emendment to strike out the exemptions that make the law ineffective,
Mr, Haell said thaet they would not rest until every exemption is removed from
the law, Mrs, Griswold stated also that there is some question as to the
constitutionality of the law,

The Council took no action to refer the matter tothe Committee on Final Program.

Teacher's Retirement Fund Miss lLewrence and Miss Smith presented reports.
Attention was called to the fact that the cost to the state of putting the fund
on & sound financial basis has been estimated at $350,000.00 for a two year
period. This would mean an increase from 1/20 to 5/20 of & mill tax levy.,

It was suggested that certain state income might be set aside to supply the
necessary funds. Miss Wells asked what is the situvation in other states. Miss
Lawrence stated that there are 34 states with some form of pension law; about
half of them are finencially sound. She will inguite into the finaneing of

the funds by other, states and report at the September meeting.

Migs Smith stated that teachers in general are much dissatisfied with the present
situation and that we are building up among them in the state great dissatis-
faction with a plan that should have their support. Miss Lawrence mentioned

the possibility of the legislature repealing the law entirely if too much attack
is made on it, Mrs, Wittich said that it seemed to her very bad business for

the state to be edministering an insolvent fund,

Miss Wells spoke of the fact that the expenditure involved in greater than for
any measure supported up to date. 8She suggested postponing vote on the bill
until more information can be had as to how the necessary funds can be secured
and what is the support and opposition that can be expected for the bill.,

Mrs, Wittich reported upon an interview with W I Norton of the Interim Commission
on the reorganization of state departments, in which she wes unable to learn
enything definite as to the commission's recommendations on this subject.,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Lawrence, second by Mrs. Denny, that action on
this bill be postponed until the September meeting and that the Committee on
Final Program be agked to formulate its recommendations withthe possibility
in mind that this bill may be added to the progrem then.

It was suggested that Mr. Vaughn, president of the Minnesota Education Associa-
tion, and Mr, McConnell of the State Department of Education, be asked to
attend the September meeting of the Council for the purpose of contributing io
the discussion of the bill,

Family Court Miss Child read Mr, Bruno's statement as sent out to members of
the Council and called attention te the fact that the proposed bill provides
only for the reference to the Juvenile Court Judge (in counties cver 3Z,000
in population) of cases involving tne welfare of children and mertial relation
proﬁiding the judges of the district court shall so decide. Mrs, Gilmar ¢
attention to the fact that ever our so-called Juvenile Court of Hennenir Louxn
js not a seperate court but is rather consiituted ay a ealenier ~f %h»

court. The bill under considz2re tiza would cxvend the selerdar

{ivpes of cases mentiored

- BB
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IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Gilman, second by Mrs. Griswold, that the bill
be referred to the Committee on Final Program,

Removal of Legal Discriminations Against Women Miss Monahan being absent, thers
was brief discussion of her recommendation that the law regarding prostitutes
be amended so as to apply to men as well as women.

Report of Committes on Law Enforcement for Minnesota League Miss Kercher being
absent , Mrs. Denny reported upon her interviews in Minneapolis with those
concerned in the enforcement of the laws passed with the support of the League.
(Dance Hall, Street Trades). As the result of Mrs. Denny's inocuiry into the
faets and other reports secured from outside the city, Miss Kercher recommended
consideration of the following amendments to the DANCE HALL LAW: (1) a provi-
sion requiring all dence halls to close at midnight, (2) a provision meking the
reissue of a license after revocation impossible for a specified time, and

(3) some provision for regulating dencing in cafes.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Gilman, second by Mrs. Griswold, that the
suggested emendments to the Dance Hall law be referred to the Committee on
Final Program.

Miss Kercher also rézcommended in her written report consideration of the
following emendments to the STREET TRADES LAW: (1) a provision meking the
employment of an unbadged boy en offense; (2) a provision reguiring the police
to share responsibility for the enforcement of the law.

Mrs, Gilman said on this ouestion thet in her opinion it is naste of time to-
try to secure regulatory measures for children in street trades since such
measures are merely begging the question that children should be eliminated
from street trades entirely., This is the only way to improve the situation

in large cities. Miss Wells said also that amendments of this cla racter should
be initiated by authorities in charge of administering the law instead of all
the responsibility for the preparation of the amendments being left to such an
advisory body as the Council,

Miss Wells announcedthat Owen Lovejoy of the National Child Labor Committee 1is
to be in the state the week of September 8th and that he is open for engage-
ments to speak in behalf of the Child Labor Amendment. Mrs, Griswold
reported that there is concentrated opposition to the amendment X= in Owatonna
so that she hoped he might speak there, Miss Lawrence thinks St. Cloud

will want him.

Miss Lawrence reported that she has communicatéd with the state Inspector of
Rural Schools on the matter of getting reports from the county superintendents
of schools on attendance of children engaged in work in the beet fields and
that he will send out & letter asking for such reports.

Mrs. Griswold read the legislative program adopted by the WeTUat its
recent state convention.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Emily Child, Secretary




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
September 5th,

1924

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held at League headquarters, September 5th, 1924. The meeting was
called te ordera 10:30 p.m., Miss Wells presiding.

The following members of the Board were present: - Miss Ruth Mitchell, Mrs.
Edwin White, Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Mrs. L D Brown, Mrs. Harold G Cant, Mrs.

E O Webb, Mrs, C C Colton, Mrs. Sumner T McKnight, Mrs. P M Glasoce, Mrs.

Eugene Dieudonne, Miss Isabel Lawrence, Mrs. F W Wittich, Miss Florence Monahan,
Mrs. Bertha Dahl laws, Mrs, M J Dowling, Miss Alice Kercher and Mrs. John

‘M Gaus were present for the afternoon discussion. The following were also
present: - Miss Emily Child, Miss Florence Harrison, Miss Marion Roth and Mrs.
Barry N Collins.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Report of Executive Secretary Miss Child reported on the League booth at the
State Fair,

Report of Office Secretary Mrs, Collins reported on the "Woman Voter"® sub-

soription list, stating that new subscriptions and renewals were coming in

ebout as fast as expirations. However, the greatest number of expirations

occur in the fall and winter months, and some definite attempt must be made
later to keep up the list,

Report on League exhbits at county fairs. Posters and literature have been
sent to 12 fairs as follows: - Benton County, Ramsey County, Morrison County
at Little Falls, Freeborn County at Albert Lea, Stearns County at SkxxBkmud ,
Sauk Center, Yellow Medicine County at Canby, Washington County at Stillwater,
Goodhue County at Cannon Falls, Beltrami County at Bemidji, Clay County at
Barnesville, Douglas County at Alexandria, and Waseca County et Waseca. Plans
are already made for nine more fairs as follows: - Renville County at Bird Island,
Itasca County at Grand Rapids, Isanti County at Cambridge, Faribault County at
Blue Earth, Hennepin County at Hopkins, Dakota County at Farmington, Anoka
County at Anoka, Rice County at Northfield, and the S W Minnesota fair at
Mankato. It is expected that there will be more requests.

In the absence of an organization secretary, Mrs. Collins gave a report of the
field work. From June 25th to August 23rd, the time of her employment, Miss
Wash visited 46 different towns., During this time Miss Agnes larson visited
3 towns and Miss Isabel Lewrence 1, making a total of 50 towns visited during
the summer. As a result of this field work, League organizations, either
temporary or permanent, have been effected in Bemifiji, Young America, Neorwood ,
Albert Lea (Get Out the Vote Committee) Annandale, Lake Park and Thief River
Falls. In the following towns one or more women have agreed to organize either
permanent or temporary Leagues: - Buffalo, Maple lLake, Waverly, Cannon Falls,
Bird Island, Morton, St. Peter, Winthrop, LeSueur, Belle Plaine, Delano, Hawley,
Detroit , BErskine, Mahnomen. Since the last Board meeting, the following towns
were visited: - By Miss Wash; Crookston, Erskine, Mahnomen (twice) Detroit,
Thief River Falls, Warren, Stephen, Barnesville, Moorhead, Hawley, Lake Park,
Fergus Falls, By Miss Larson - Albert Lea, Fairmont and Wells.

Report of Publicity Secretary Miss Roth reported that the Minneapolis Tribune
has agreed to put on an essay contest, as voted upon at the last Board meeting.
They will offer a prize of $100.00. The details of the plan are to be worked
out soon. A publicity story on the One-Day Schools was sent %o all the papsrs
in the state, together with a questionnaire to the editors asking if they
wished League stories, An up to date mailing list of papers in the state who
will use League stories wmill be prepared from the replies.,

CONVENTION

Mrs. Wittich reported for the Progrem Committee. She stated that Miss Fauser
has accepted the invitaticn to spesk at the luncheon on Saturdey, anc %hat
Miss Ludington and Mrs, Hibbard pre being invited, but their poernbrLASE HET
not yet been received. _
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The candidates' meeting for the first evening is already arranged for, all
the candidates accepting. Mrs. James Morrisson has been invited %o speak
either at the luncheon or at one of the convention sessions on the Shotwell-
Bliss Draft Treaty Plan. Miss Grace Abbott is being asked to speak on the
Sheppard-Towner Bill., The speakers for the meeting on the Direct Primary the
econd evening are not yet secured.

There followed some discussion on the Children's Amendment., Mrs. Dieudonne
reported that she had noticed & great deal of adverse newspaper comment on this
emendment. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Wittich, second by Mrs. Dieudonne,
that we extend our clipping service to include Child Labor Amendment material
for one month. It was informally decided it would be advisable %o send a story
on the Children's Amendment to all the papers in the state.

The St. Paul League is planning to give a reception for out of town delegates,
probably on the first day of the convention.

Credentials and Attendance The Minneapolis and St. Paul Leagues will make
special efforts to secure local attendance at the convention sessions. A
special edition of the "Woman Voter" will go out the middle of the month con-
taining the preliminary program. Each district chairmen is to be responsible
for the attendance from her district.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Glasoe, second by Miss Mitchell, that the distri-
bution of credentials be left to Miss Child and Miss Wells.

To encourage the attendance of Minneapolis delegates, it was suggested that a
special bus be arranged for, and dinners held Thursday and Friday evenings at
which Minneapolis delegates could get together end at which some of the prominent
speakers will be asked to appear.

Nominations - Miss Wells Under the constitution, the district chairmen con-
stitute the nominating committee. Mrs. Colton has been appointed, by the exe-
cutive committee, to serve as chairman for the nominating committee. This
committee is to meet at the luncheon hour. The terms of three directors,
Mrs. R M Bennett, Mrs. Walter Thorp and Mrs, C P Noyes, expige, and there is
also one unfilled vacancy. The terms of the District Chairmen in the 1ls%,
3rd, S5th, Tth and 9th districts expire, and the 10th district chairman has
offered her resignation. The terms of the first vice-president, recording
secretary and treasurer expire. It has been suggested that the office of the
corresponding secretary be abolished and a third vice-presidency established
in its place.

Miss Wells announced her wish to resign from the presidency, stating that she
felt she should devote more of her time to the development of the Fifth kRegion,
of which she is director.

Mrs. Webb's resignation as chairman of the Sixth District was read, Action on
this was left until the afternoon session.

Mrs, Ware's resignation as chairman of the Tenth District was read. IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Miss Monahan, second by Mrs. Laws, that her resignation
be sccepted.

There was discussion of the suggestion made by Mrs, Webb that the district chair-
men be abolished and supplanted by county cheirmen and that organization be done
by paid workers under the direction of headouarters, The consensus of opinion
was that the office of the district chairman should be retained, that she should
do al)l she could to strengthen the smaller units within her district, and that
there should be a permenent organizer to work with the district chairmen.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. McKnight, second by Mrs. Laws, that we have
district meetings in each district every two years.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mitchell, second by Mrs. Dieudonne, that each
distriet chairmaen be urged to hold at least once during the year a conference
of her local chairmen. Miss Mitchell suggested that a good way to get atten-
darce is to invite the chairmen to be her guests at luncheoh.
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Miss Wells felt that there should be a vice president in charge of organizatior,
with a committee composed of the district chairmen, the organization secretary,

and perhaps the finance chairman.
The meeting adjourned for luncheon at 1:00 pem., and reconvened at 2:00 p.m.

Mrs. Ueland spoke in behalf of the Board, saying that Miss Wells' resignation
came at a very unfortunste time and that her leadership was essential to the
growth and strength of the Minnesota League of Women Voters. Mrs. Colton
spoke for the nominating committee, stating that if Miss Wells would continue
as president they would offer her three working vice presidents, first, a
vice president in charge of organization, second, & vice president in charge
of finance, and third a vice president who would be a sort of general utility
person to the president. There followed discussion on this plen of working
vice-presidents.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Colton, second by Mrs. Brown, that the recom-
mendation be made for action at the state convention that there be three
working vice presidents who, together with the president, shall decide among
themselves how the various duties shall be divided, This change is to be
referred to the committee on revision of the constitution.

Miss Wells reported that she would take the matter of her resignation under
consideration and talk with the nominating committee.

Report of Treasurer

Mrs. Cant reported that there was a balance on hand August lst of $5148.99, thaet

$1,102.01 had been received during the month, making a total of U1 251.00;
that disbursements amounted to $936,97, leaving a balance September 1lst of
$314,03, Unpaid bills amount to $1 200,91,

Miss Wells called attention to the fact that the Minnesota Leagge owed on bills
due April lst, $72.,15, due June 1lst, $25,60, due July lst 5195.60, due
1 200.91.

August 1st, $178.84, due September 1lst, 8728.72, making & total of &
In order to run the League during the balance of the fiscal year, we will need
5925,00 more for September and October, making the total necessary to carry us
through our present year $3 050.91. Each district chairmen was given a nota-
tion of these facts, and also a statement showing just what quotas had been
received from loecal Leagues in her district and what remained unpaid.

First District Mrs, Dieudonne stated that she would see about the quota from
Janesville. Miss Florence Harrison reported on the situation in Wipnona, It
is hoped that someone from the state will visit there shortly.

Third District Mrs. Glasce will communicate with Faribesult about their quota,
and also with Farmingbon asking them to pay the balance due.

St, Paul Mrs, White reported that although St, Paul could not take care of its
entire ouota, she thought they could probably pay half of it

Sixth District Mrs, Webb reported that Wedena would not be able to pay this
year, ut will take care of next year's quota. Little Falls will probably
pay the balance due on their quota. She will follow up the quota from Peauot.
Bemidji has been so recently organized that much cannot be expected, but Miss
Lawrence thought they might pay something in September,

Seventh District Mrs. Laws will guarantee the balance of the cuota from Apple-
Ton. Mrs. Lews will also visit Greceville sometime in September.

Eighth District Mrs. Colton will write to Grend Rapids. With regard to the
situstion in Duluth, Mrs. Colton will ask the local League to send to the stale
one half of the money they make on a card party they are to give next week.
They are working on the renewal of their national memberships.

Mrs. White asked for an expression of opinion by Board members on the questio?
having advertising in the convention program, WNo formal action was taken
since the decision will be left to the Ramsey County League.
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

Although the Committee on Final Progrem has not yet submitted its report for
adoption &y the Council, Miss Wells called for reports upon measures ®hich
have been referred to it for final action. Mrs. Ueland reported upon MOTHERS
PENSIONS and commented upon the failure of the effort to secure an appropria-
tion in the last session of the legislature, naming Theodore Christianson as
responsible for the acticn of the House. Miss Child reported upon the appro-
priation needed for maternity and infancy work under the Sheppard-Towner Act,
Mrs. Dieudonne stated thet she thinks support for this work is growing in the
state owing to the educational work of the Child Hygiene department workers
at county fairs.

Mrs. Dieudonne reported upon her work as chairman of the Child Welfare Committee
in behalf of the CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT which is one of the Council's recom-
mendations for the final legislative program, A letter from Mrs. Dieudonne
was sent out under date of September 2nd to a selected list of women, one in
each county, who were asked to serve as Child Welfare chairmen devoted especi-
ally to the task of informing the local public as to the merits of the Child
Labor Amendment., Mrs. Dieudonne reported that the legislative candidate from
her district was opposed to the amendment. Miss Lawrence emphasized the need
of having the state thoroughly covered since there is so much misunderstanding
in regard to the age limit provision in the amendment. Mrs. Laws suggested
that there should be literature on the subject at county fairs.

Miss Monshan reported that the Council has acted in favor of changing the
adultery law to do away with the DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN and that it has
under consideration e similar amendment to the law on prostitutes and the law
on the prior right of the father to sue. Mrs. Gaus reported changes provided
in the proposed MARRIAGE BILL end stated that every provision in this bill is
elready in effect in certain states. Miss Monahan said that 17 states have
abolished common law marriages.

Miss Wells asked for a report on replies received from candidaetes as to their
attitude toward the Child Labor Amendment. Miss Harrison was asked to look over
the questionnaires received up to date. She reported that of the 88 replies
received, 74 were favorable. The names of those opposed to the amendment were
read, Miss Kercher will reach St, Paul candidates on this question and Mrs,
Colton will get in touch with the Carleton County representative. Representa-
tives from Ballock, Willmar, Jackson and Hoffman made no reply to this question
on the questionnaire,

Miss Lawrence reported on the proposed bill for COUNTY BOARDS OF EDUCATION for
the appointment of county superintendents of schools and explained that 30 states
now have this law in some form. A letter from Mrs. Cobb was read questioning

the advisability of having the county board selected from among members of
district school boards who, she said, are self-seeking and unovalified for such
responsibility. Miss Lawrence replied that objection to any plan that was not
perfect was what defeated the bill last year and that the important considera-
tion to keep in mind is that this is a possible way to depart from the

election of county superintendents.

Miss Lewrence reported upon the TEACHERS RETIREMENT FUND which will be voted
upon by the Council z% the September meeting., The FAMILY COURT was omitted
from the discussion for lack of time. A mimeographed statement on it will
be sent to each member of the Board for her information.

Mrs., Wittich reported for the DEPARIMENT OF EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT that no
satisfactory statement cen be obtained from the Interim Commission on the
Reorgenization of State Departments on the form that its report will take. She
stated in regard to national legislation that civil service legislation to
extend the merit system will probebly be the chief legislation supported by

the League in the coming session of  Congress.




One Day Schools for Voters

Mrg,. Wittich distributed advance copies of the printed prospectus. Mrs. Col=~
ton reported for Duluth that they plan to conduct three schools in different
parts of the city, using local speakers for the program. Mrs. Laws said

that she could guarantee that Appleton would raise the money for & school.
There was some discussion of the advantages of offering the schools without
char ge to local people. Miss Wiells wes of the opinion that people are inclined
to value what they pay something fer end thet women must be educated to

seeing the value of this kind of informetion or the League cannot live.

Cooperation in Getting Out the Vote.

Mise Wells reported that the state American Legion has conferred with us in
regard to a proposed plan that the Legion undertake a campaign of work by its
membership to get out the vote in the state, She asked for suggestions &s

to instructing local League officers what action to take if the Legion
becomes active in this campaign. It was agreed that it will be necessary to
recognize their cooperation but that an effort should be made to carry out
plans already in preparation and to avoid becoming merely the Legion's
assistant in the campaign in which the League hes been the pioneer. Mrs.
Glasoe asked about the advisability of forming a Joint Committee of various
orgenizations to handle the local situation. Miss Wells declared emphatically
against the wisdom of such a plan from the League point of view as it would
mean involving the League in sctivities whose unpartisan nature it would be
unable to control. She suggestedthat & joint meeting of all organizations
interested in Getting Out the Vote might be held for the purpose of agreeing
upon a division of labor %o avoid duplication of effort, Miss Wells also
warned local Leagues against assuming that thorough work in getting out the
vote will be eccomplished by any other organization merely because it
announces plans.

Miss Wells asked the secretary bto read the rules sent out by the national

of fice for the participetion of individual states in the contest for the Silver
Loving Cup and asked for authori,ation to enter Minnesota in the contest.
Authorization was given and Miss Wells remarked that now that the American
Legion contemplates carrying on the campeign through its membership, We

should feel-no doubt of the outcome for this state.

Meeting adjrouned at 5:30 p.m.
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Mrs, Barry N. Collins

September 12th,
1924

My dear

Wie feel doubly grateful to the women who so faithfully tended
our State Fair booth this year, because this year of all years
we want to reach women in all parts of the state with our Get
Out the Vote appeal. Vhen you stop to think of the amount of
travelling it would take and the expense it would be to touch
8ll the communities that are represented by people who stop at
our booth, the almost inestimable value of your effort is
realized.

I think you will be interested to know that over two humdred
copies of the Platforms of the Political Parties were sold.
Women from 34 different towns outside the twin cities expressed
their willingness to help in our campaign to increase the vote,
many of them from towns where we have had no previous contact.
Wie quite pride ourselves on the fact that we had an unusually
attractive and educational exhibit this year, but we all know
that without the personal work of the women in the booth, the
value would have been practically lost.

The workin the confusion of the State Fair is one of the hardegt
things we ask of our members, but we feel, and hope you feel with
us, that the work was well worth doing.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President
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My dear

The Interim Commission of the House on Reorganization of State
Departments has not yet completed its report and we are informed
that it will not be ready until the Legislature convenes. But

if public opinion is to exert any influence on the legislators

in behalf of such reorganization, something must be done very soon.

The Minnesota League of Women Voters is holding its annual conven-
tion in St. Paul, October 2nd, 3rd and 4th, and Mrs. Wittich,
chairman of our Efficiency in Government Department, would like

to present to the delegates certain recommendations on the subject.
She and I both think we should have the advice of the Citizens'
Committee on Reorganization before we formulate these recommendations.
They would probably cover: consolidation of the ninety or more
departments into a few coordinated divisions; the standardizat ion

of employment; and the establishment of a finance contrel by means

of an adequate executive budget.

Will you attend a meeting called for Tuesday evening, the 23rd of
September, in the Empire Room of the Radisson Hotel at 6:30 o'clock?
A reply will be greatly appreciated and I want to urge upon you the
importance of your presence.

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells, Chairman
MW ckeo Citizens' Committee on
Reorganization of State Departments




The LEGISIATIVE COUNCIL will meet at the headquarters of
the Minnesota League of Women Voters,1639 Hennepin Ave
Minneapolis, Wednesday, September 24th, at 2:30 p.m.

. ¥

The Committee on Final Program will make its report at
this meeting when final action will be teken upon this
year's legislative program, so we hope there will be a
full attendance.

Please let us know (Atlantic 1171) whether or not you
will be able to attend.
Emily Child, Secretary

September 15th, 1924
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My deer Chairmen: -

The Sixth Annual Convention of the Minnesota League of Women Voters is to be
held this year in St, Paul at the St. Paul Hotel on October 2nd, 3rd:and 4th.
It comes to us not only as an occasion of great profit but also as a reward

of merit. Ve get so much inspiration and pleasure from these annual meebtings
that not only we feel the need of them but we look forward to them as ameng the
pleasantest experiences of our League year. Everyone remembers how brilliant
was the success of the convention two years ago when St. Paul acted as hostess.
All plans point to a repetition of that gala occasion. We have much important
business to transact and many important decisions to make: this year.

It is your part to make sure of a good attendance., Delegates from your League
will return home with e new understanding of our purposes and an enthusiasm
for the work that will long stand you in good stead in your lecali League. I
particulerly hope that you will come yourself as a delegate.

Please assemble your board and consider these details carefully with them:

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS. Credential blanks are enclosed for delegates whom you are
authorized to appeint to attend the convention. Ve hope that you will use
them all and thet you will send for more if you need them. The number of dele-
gates is not limited although we urge upon you the desirability of appointing
women who will attend convention sessions faithfully and will carry back to
local groups something of the information and inspiration they get from them,

ACCOMODATIONS. Please make hotel reservations by writing the hotel direct. Rates
at the St. Paul Hotel are $3.00 to $5.00 a day for single rooms and $5.00 to
47,00 for double rooms. The Ryan Hotel offers rooms without path at lower ?ates;
single rooms for $2.00 and $2.50, double rooms for ﬁ?.OO and $3:50. The YW C A
charges $2.00 for a room occupied by one person and 1,00 each if tWo'people
share the room, We shall be glad to give whatever assistance we can in the way
of further information if this does not meet your needs.

PROGRAM. The preliminary program for the convention will appear in the special
convention number of the Voter which will reach you soon, We ean supply you
with extra copies of this issue if you should wish to use them in bringing the
convention to the attention of certain imdividuals. Take a copy to your local
newspaper editor and give him the names of local women whe will attend the
convention to use in local publicity.




-

LUNCHEON, The annual luncheon at the St, Paul Hotel, Saturday, October 4th, will
be an onistarding feature of the convention. A particularly varied and inter-
esting program has been arranged with well-known speakers from outside the state.
Make your reservations immediately upon arriving in St. Paul so that we may
assure your being able to secure tickets, You may have friends ocutside the League
whom you wish to invite to the luncheon. Tickets will be available for such
guests as long as they last. The luncheon price is $1.25.

FINANCE. Ouota payments from local and temporary Leagues will be reported at the
Convention. If you wish to heer your League named among those that have done
their part in meeting this obligation, in whole or in part, be sure that we
receive your payment in time to include it in the report,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The choice of good officers is one of the greatest res-
ponsibilities we face in our state convention., I have asked Mrs. C C Colten of
Duluth to act as chairman of the nominating committee. The terms of the follow-
ing officers expire with this convention; First vice-president, Mrs. Boyd Nixon;
recording secretary, Mrs. BEdwin White; treasurer, Mrs, H G Cant, and three
directors, Mrs. Walter Thorp, Mrs. C P Noyes and Mrs. Russell M Bennett. There
is, in addition, one unfilled vacancy among the directors.

There must also be an election of cheirmen for the odd-numbered congressional
districts (First, Third, Fifth, Seventh and Ninth) and for the Second and Tenth
Districts whose chairmen, Mrs, N C Peterson and Mrs. Amy Robbins Ware, are unable
to serve until the expiration of their terms, The constitution provides that
the district chairmen shall be elected at the time of the state convention by
vote of the delegates from the locai Leagues in the district. Come therefore
prepared to vote in your district caucus. The nominating committee will appre-
ciate having suggestions as early as possible of women whom your League can sug-
gest as desirable candidates for the office, since it is the duty of this com-
mittee to canvass the situation and know that candidates are available for every
office. I am very glad to be able to report that Mrs. Glasoe in the Third
District and Mrs. Dowling in the Seventh District are available for reelection.
We need your help in telling us of the qualified women in the state whom we

have no opportunity to know. FPlease do not overlook this responsibility.

NATIONAL PLAN OF WORK. Under separate cover, we are mailing you a copy of the
plan of work adopted at the 1924 National Convention. It will serve as a sort
of guide in making up your mind how to vote on the legislative measures to be
proposed at the state convention. You should preserve it also for use in yawr
local league work throughout the year.

We are counting on you to help us further the education of women voters through-
out the state by seeing that every woman who can come to St., Paul in October
is reached, somehow, with a personal appeal to come and contribute to the
success of the convention.

Sincerely yours,

MW cke Marguerite M Wells,
encl, President
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POLITICAL ISSUES OF THE DAY

I. National Party Platforms
A. General Characteristics of
l. Major Parties
2. Minor Parties

B. Platform Issues of 1 9 2 4

1. Agriculture

2., Tariff, Finance, Texation

3. Conservation

4. Public Ownership, Control,Regulation
a. Water Power
b. Rilroads
¢. Coal, Oil, Minerals, etec.
d. Business

5. Labor

6. Popular Liberties
Voters

C. Planks Presented to the Parties by the National League of Women/

1. International Cooperation

a. The World Court

b. Conferences
2. Public Welfare

a. The Child Labor Amendment

b. Women in Industry

¢. Infancy and Maternity

d. Education

e. Legal Discrimination against Women
5. Efficiency in Government

a. Civil Service -~ The Merit System

II Acceptance Speeches
I1I Campaign Developments

IV Minnesota Issues of Interest to the League of Women Voters
A. Public VWelfare

1. Child Labor Amendment

2., Infancy and Maternity

3« Mothers Pension Refund
» Family Court
. Marriage law
« Teachers Retirement Fund
» Appointment of County School Superintendents

B, Efficiency in Government
1. The Direect Primary
2. Reorganization of State Administrative Departments
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WHAT EVERY VOTER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT PARTIES

I

Federalist Washington
Federalist Washington
Federalist Adams

Jefferson Democrat-Republican
Jefferson Democrat-Republican
Madison Democrat-Republican
Madison  Democrat-Republican
Monroe Democrat-Republican
Monroe Democrat-Republican
J O Adems Democrat-Republicen

PARTY BEGINNINGS

« Opinion of the Framers of the Constitution about Parties
. Their Plan to Prevent Party Control

. Failure of the Electoral College

The First Parties :

The Congressional or Legislative CAUCUS (Officials)

D>

L4

II

Jackson Democratic 1829
Jackson Democratic 1833

Van Buren Democratic 1837
1841 Whig Harrison

Whig Tyler

RISE OF FRONTIER DEMOCRACY

l. Currency, Tariff, Internal Improvements
2, Spoils

S« Foreign Policy

4. The CONVENTION SYSTEM (Organization)

I11
Polk Demoeratic 1845
1849 Whig Taylor
1850 Wihig Fillmore
Pierce Democratic 1853
Buchenan Democratic

COMPROMISE PERIOD
Slavery




Cleveland

Cleveland

Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Democratic
Republican
Democratic
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican

REPUBLICAN DOMINATION

The Civil War
Reconstruction

a. Tariff, Currency, Taxation

b, Treatment of the South

New Economic Order

a. BExpansion of the West by Railroads
b. Large Scale Production

¢. Organization of Trusts

d. Capital and Labor

e, Production and Consumption

The Entrance of United States into World Affairs

8. Overseas Markets

b. Expending Capital
Effect of New Forces on Parties
e, City Government

b. Party Orgenization
Reform Measures

a. Australien Ballot

b. Civil Service

¢, Corrupt Practices Acts
d. THE DIRECT PRIMARY

T

(Voters)

Lincoln
Lincoln
Johnson
Grant
Grant
Hayes
Garfield
Arthur

Harrison

McKinley
McKinley
Roosevelt
Roosevelt
Taft

Wilson
Wilson

TJ
1913
1917

1921

Democratic
Democratic
Republican

Republican

WORLD WAR INFLUENCES
Prosperity
Mobilization
Victory
Versailles - League of Nations
Change of Administration




Vi

MINOR PARTIES
Land Reformers
Greenbackers
Anti Monopolists
Prohibitionists
Socialists
Progressives
Conference for Progressive Political Action

VII
PRESENT STATUS OF MAJOR PARTIES

Characteristics
Platforms
Organization of Party Machinery
a. Personnel
(1) The Boss - Controls the Primaries
Delivers the Votes
Selects the Candidates
Dispenses the Patronage
(2) Public Officials
(3) The Voters
Units
Precinct - Ward - County - State - Nation
Conventions
Women and the Parties
Party Control and Legislation
(1) Interests
(2) Coalitions and Blocs
(3) Amendments
. Improved Government by Parties
(1) Shorter Ballot
(2) Fewer Elections
(3) Extension of Civil Service

(4) Finance Plans
(5) Universal Exercise of the Franchise - Public Opinion
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WHAT EVERY VOTER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT VOTING

1. Registration
A. Cualifications - Status of Married Women
B. Method of Registration
1. For cities over 50,000
2, For cities from 10,000 te 50,000
3. For towns and villages
C. Residence =~ Necessity for noting change of residence

II. Nomiretion
A. Methods
1. Caucus - Convention System
For president
2. Primary
Party Balbt - For Federal and State offices
(except legislators and judges)
Non-Party Ballot - For other offices
3. Petition
B. Party Affiliation
1. Importance
2. Legal requirements for determination of party

III. General Election
A. Ballots
1. Color
Voting on Amendments
2. Arrangement of Names (Presidential electors)
3. Blank spaces
B. Time and Place - Hours of Voting
C. Arrangement of Polling Place
D. Official Qualifications
E. Procedure
1. Challengers
2, Tho ere allowed in voting places
« Spoiled ballots
« Assistance
. Intoxicated Persons
6. Absentee Voters
F, Counting the Vote
1. Watchers 2. Spoiled Ballots or Imperfect Ballots
G. Electing the President

IV. Corrupt Practices in Connection with
A, Campaign EXpenses
B, Election Activities

V7, Importance of the Fall Elections foting for president
A, Offices to be filled B. Duties of officers, Special emphasis on

C. Connection of Senators with Foreign Policy. D Appointive powers of Cov.
©. Lt.Governor Privilege to appoint committees
F. Railrcad and Viearehouse Commissioner G. County Commissioners

VI. Conditions under which Senate might elect President
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THE VOTER AND THE PARTY

I. Why Political Parties

A, Essential to representative government

B. Defects
1. Tendency to place party before nation

C. Party handicaps developed under American influences
1. Sectionalism 2, Constitutional limitation
3. Variety of electorate 4. Structure of government

D. Unifying fectors in American parties
1. Vagueness of party platforms 2. Organization
3. Spoils of office 4, Coalition of various groups

E. Necessity of mutual respect and good will

11. Fnlitieal Parties in the United States

A. No provision for parties in the Constitution

B. Early perties and principles
1. Federalists, nation first
2. Democrat-Republicans, people first

C. American Parties in action, 1787 to 1924 1816
1. Federalists versus the Democrat-Republicans from about 1790 to /
Issves - assumption of state debts, first U § bank, strong
central government versus states rights

2. Era of "Good Feeling" from about 1816 to 1824, a period of no
organized party opposition.
3. The Democrat-Republicans versus the National-Republicans or
Whigs, 1832- 1854/
Issues - Second U S bank, tariff, internal improvements, and
disposition of Western lands
4, The Democrats versus the Republicans, 1856 to present time.
Issues - Free versus slave labor, Civil war, Reconstruction,
Currency, tariff, taxation, trusts, railways, for-
eign policy, imperalism, laber guestion and policies
with regard to land and conservation of natural
resources
5. Minor Parties
Land reformers, Greenbackers, Anti-monopolists, prohibitionists,
Socialists, Progressives, Present independent movement under
la Follette. .
6. Riddle of the Parties
Increasing internal dissension
Legislation by blocs
The poditical parties and foreign affairs, their inconsisten-
cies.
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iII. Party Machinery and How it Works

A. Historic methods of nomination
1. Legislative caucus 2. Conventions 3. Primaries

Party machinery essential to effective government
Non-voters' responsibility for misuse of party machinery

Remedy for extravagent ineffective government

1. Universal voting.
2, Continuous, intelligent use of party machinery by the voters.

Party Organization

1. The precinct and the precinct chairman
a. Personal contact with the voters
b. Discussion of the Primary
o. Election machinery in the precinct
d. Analysis of the sixty five votes

Ward Chairman

Control of votes in the primaries
Political rewards and perquisites
Power in picking candidates
Motive in choosing cendidates

3. County Organization
a. County leader superior to city boss
b. Methods similar in city and county

4, The Boss
a. Functions - Between campaigns, patronage
Preceding elections responsible for & party ticket

anceptable to the public and to the machine

workers
Deliver the machine vote in legislative bodies

in the interest of patrons
b. The boss and the state central committee

5. The Netional Committee and the National Convention
F. Effect of women suffrage on machine strength
G. Remedy for machine politics

1. Shorter ballot
2. Fever elections
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September 22nd,
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My dear

I am writing you as one of the women in the state who may be
interested in attending our state convention in St. Paul, October
2rd, 4rd and 4th. I enclose a copy of the Woman Voter carrying the
preliminary convention program and am sure you will feel that the
subjeects and speakers listed are well worth meking en effort to hear.

A delegates' credential entitling you to participation in the
convention sessions is enclosed for your use if you should come to
the convention. We are issuing & limited number of credentials to

a selected list of women whom we would like to have meet with us
from towns in the state where there is no local League organization,
or from other organizations interested in our legislative program.

In addition to many specisl features the convention sessions will
include talks on proposed legislation in which women are particularly
interested, presented by troroughly qualified speakers. We would
like to have information on these subjects reach women voters in

all parts of the state and will appreciate your helping us by coming
yourself and interesting others to come and take part in the dis-
cussion,

Please let us know whether we may expect you at the Convention.

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President




AGETNDA

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
September 24th, 1924

Minutes
Roport of Committec on Final Program Mrs. Andreas Ueland

Discussion of Teachers' Retirement Fund Mr , J.M.McConnell,
Stete Coms of Education

Schulz, Sec.

Mr C.G.
Eduycation Assn.

Minn.

Discussion of Couynty Board of Education

Removal of Legal Discriminations Against Tomen Miss Florence Monahan
Amendment to Law on Prostitution

Action on Recommendations of Committec on Final Program:
Marriage Bill
Child Lebor Amendment
Amendment to adultery lLaw
Family Coyrt
Mothers' Penaion Refund

Maternity and Infancy sppropriation
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My dear

I am writing you as a member of the Citiz
the Reorganization of State Departments t
attend the Saturday morning session of ou
the subjects covered by the committee's w

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

Telephone: Atlantie 1171

CHAIRMEN oF StANDING CoMMITTEES

Gerhard Dietrichson, Protection of Women
in Industry

Eugene Dieudonne, Child Welfare

Isabel Lawrence, Education

Bertha Dahl Laws, Living Costs

Florence Monahan, Uniform Laws
Concerning Women

John M, Gaus, Public Health and Soeial
Hygiene

Boyd Nixon, International Co-operation ta
Prevent War

Andreas Ueland, Legislative Council

F, \\-'._“-'it:ich,_ Efficiency in Government

Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement

Executive Secretary
Miss Emily Child
Office Secretary

Mrs. Barry N. Collins

ens' Committee on

o invite you %o

r convention at which
ork will be presented

for action by the convention. We shall be very glad to have

you present at this session, which opens at 10 o'clock,
Saturday morning, October 4th, in the Windsor Room of the
St. Paul Hotel in St. Paul,

I enclose a copy of the convention program for your further
informtion., A1l sessions of the convention are open to the
public. We shall be glad to have you speak of this fact

to men or women who might be interested in coming to any or

all of the sessions,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. F W Wittich

» Chairman,

Department of Efficiency in Government
P 3




THE MINNESOTA L]EAGUE@JF WOMEN VOTERS

MRS. ANDREAS UELAND, Honorary President 339 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Telephone: \ﬂumc 1171

DIRECTORS OFFICERS CHAIRMEN oF StanpiNG CoMMITTEES
Mrs. Russell M. Bennett, Minneapolis ! President Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson, Protection of Women
Mrs. C. P. Noyes, St. Paul Miss Marguerite M. Wells in Industry
Mrs. \Vait\.r H. Thorp, Minneapolis ) . Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Child Welfare
Mrs. W Cobb, Brainerd First Vice-President Miss Isancl Lawrence, Education
Mrs. D Meighen, Albert Lea Mrs. Boyd Nixon Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Living Costs
Miss Florence Monahan, Uniform Laws
Second Vice-President Concerning Women
Miss Ruth H, Mitchell Mrs. John M. Gaus, Public Health and Social
Hyg;enc
Concressionar District Vice-PresipeNTs Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Boyd Nixon, International Co-operation to
Mrs. L. D. Brown Prevent War
5. N. (" Peterson, Fairmont, Second District i Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Legislative Council
. P. Glasoe, Northfield, Third District Recording Secretary Mrs. F. W. Wittich, Efficiency in Government
I ‘\Jc(mm_. St. Paul, Fourth District Mrs. Edwin White Miss Alice ]\LthLr Law Enforcement

- Qumncr T, McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth e

. E. 0. Webb, Brainerd, Sixth District Treasurer o Executive Secretary

. Michael J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District Mrs. Harold G. Cant Miss Emily Child

. Chauncey C. Colton, Duluth, Eighth District i

Office Secretary

Mrs. Barry N. Collins

September 27th,
2 4

My dear

I wish to remind you that there is to be a Board Meeting just
before the Convention, beginning promptly at 9:30 a.m. and ending
even more promptly at 10:30, on Thursday morning, Ooctober 2nd,

You may inquire at the Information Desk at the Saint Paul Hotel
where the meeting is to be held. This is important and I hope
nething will prevent your being there.

May I also remind you that you are expected to sit upon the
platform during the first morning session?

Further, may I take this occasion to remind you that there will
be a few minutes of Board Meeting immediately following the
luncheon on the last day of the Convention; to be held in the
dining room near the officers' table, to consider the appoint-
ment of an Executive Committee and to appoint chairmen of the
Committees. This meeting is absolutely necessary but will be
brief. Please try to be there,

In anticipation of the great event, I am

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President
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Dear Siri -

Because of the misunderstanding regarding the Child Labor Amehdment, which
will be brought before the Minnesota Legislature for ratification, our Legis~
lative Council presentd the following statement, end urges your support for
the measure.

The Amendment reads:

"Section 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulate, and prohibit
the labor of persons under eighteen years of age.

'Section 2. The power of the seversl States is unimpaired by this article
except that the operation of Stace laws shall be suspended to the
extent necessary to give effect to legislation enacted by the Congress,"

There is a very serious child labor problem in the United States. In round
numbers, 1,100,000 children between 10 and 15 years of age inclusive are

being employed in this country. This does not include children employed
during the summer vacation exclusively, because the census of 1920 was taken
in Jenuary and ell children reported in school &%t that date were not enumer-
ated as employed: There is good evidence to the effect that large numbers of
children under 10 years are employed but the exsct figures on this point are
not evailebles At least one out of every twelve children between the age# of
ten and 15 inclusive are Wworking in factories, mills, mines, cannerie® and
other industries and occupatiohs. These numbers reported by the census do not
include children merely helping their parents at household tasks or on ¢hores,
or doing irregular work about the home farm, for the census enumerstors were
directed not to count such children sz "employed".

We in the North need not delude ourselves into thinking that child lsbor is con-
South. Rhode Island, for example, employs thirLeeﬂ per tent of

her children between ten and f;f*uer inclusive, and if we consider only non-

agr1cu¢?ural employment, the New England, Middle Atlantic bﬁﬂ East North

Central states havc a larger proportionete number of children employed than

the souvthern st The problem then is not locslized in any one section of

the country - is r'*lon ~wide,




those who urge that state's rights should not be interfered with, it must
aid that the amendment expressly reserves in Section 2 the right of the
to pass and enforce its own child labor laws provided the standard set
> stote does not full below the minimum which may be set by Congress
In other words any state may pass and enforce the best child labor law th
cen be devised but it connot content itself with the worst.

*
i
£y 4
e b

The stonderd of child laubor legislation in many states is for below what
decency cdemznds for the protection of children and this is so after twenty-
five yeurs of wgitation. Shall we continue this exploitation of children by
rigid sdherence to the stcte's rights theory? We believe the cost to our chil-
dren &nd to the whole nation is too grect; the theory is confronted with the
human fects und federal action is now imperative.

3
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The question is ruised te to why the smendment includes children up to the age

of eighteen. The answer is thot the smendment seeks to protect persons who huve
not &ttained their full mentel, physical, and moral stature from exploitation.
Our voting laws differentiacte between the child and the adult at twenty-one
yecrs. lodern juvenile court legisletion gives the court jurisdiction over chil-
dren under eighteen years. A boy is not regarded as capable of contracting
marriege in Minnesota until eighteen. Meny of our state child labor laws now
have provisions ageinst the employment of children under eighteen in dungerous
occupctions. In the light of these facts is it unreasonable to empower Congress
to protect children up to eighteen wyears of age?

Why does the amendment give Congress jurisdiction over the "labor" of children
instecd of confining it more narrowly by using the word "employment"? Simply
beccuse many young children are working long hours and under unsenitary condi-
tions under contracts between their parents and industrial concerns. The child
is thus "laboring" but he is not technically "employed". The amendment seeks
to cut awsy all legel technicalities and protect children wherever and whenever
they need it.

There is nothing in the Child Labor Amendment which is constitutionally unsound
as demonstrated by the fuct that our politicel leaders in every party have
endorsed it. Pres. Coolidge, Mr. Davis and Mr. LaFollette are heartily in favor
of it, as were Pres. Wilson &nd Pres., Harding. Many of the lergest and most
influential orgenizations in the country are working for it, and the heads of
meny of the leading lew schools have issued statements supporting it.

enclose a printed leaflet for your consideration and would be very glud to
end & pamphlet with more detoiled information upon reguest,

Very sincerely wours,

Ueland,
Council




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
1€39 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
October 1lst, 1924
SFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Recognizing three outstan&ihg problemé to be solved by a

P

r;brganizafgon of Minnesota‘sw;aministrative departments, the Department
of Efficiency in Governmant presents the following recommendations as
standards for action by this convention:
I. A GENERAL CONSOLIDATION BILL
To effect consolidation and simplification of the ninety three
administrative departments into fewer divisions determined on a

functional basis.

To avoid waste and duplication of effort and personnel among
departments administering similar functions.

To produce & visible government and focus public attention upon
public business by making clear the responsibility of the governor
for departments over which he has appointive power.

1T. AN EXECUTIVE BUDGET BILL - fashioned after the Federal Budget

That will make the governor responsible for the preparation of
a budget for legisle tive scrutiny and action,

That will provide adequate facilities for technical staff assistance
to the governor for the preparation of such a budget.

That will vest in the governor the power of administering the
provisions of the budget as adopted by the Legislature.

11I.
1. A BILL FOR SALARY STANDARDIZATION

That will standardize salaries according to the principle of
equal pay for equal work.

That will provide standardized titles based upon the actuval
duties of the various positions in the public service.

A BILL FOR ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC PERSONNEL

To guarantee recruitment and promotion tbroqgh merit in line

with the best persomnel standards of public
employment .

nd private




MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Suggested Budget for year November 1 9 2 4 to November 1 9 2 5

Convention Expenses $400.00

Extension
Salaries (Organizer for 12 mos @ $150.00 $1 800.00
Trav. Exp.(Orzanizer - 8 mos. @ 100.00 800.00
" " (additional - for use of
district chairmen) 800.00
3 400.00 3 400. 00

Bducatiomal Material ' 900. 00

Women Voter b 100. 00

_0ffice Expense
ffice Maintenence (Rent, telephone, etc.) 750.00
Office Supplies (Stationery, stamps, etc.) 650.00
General Expense(Clip Service, Subscriptions) _200.00
1 600.00

Office Salaries (For two full time, one half time end
small margin for extras)

National Quotsa

T 0% &L

THE FOUR SOURCES OF NECESSARY REVENUE ARE: -

1. Quotas from Local Leagues 250. QOC
2. The Woman Voter 850. 00
3. Sale of Literature 300. 00

4. National Mermbership 988. 00
(One half ofell ovn‘ "owhrrcha'ﬁ are credited
to the local Leagu:
the other half isg
credited on our Jucia 9 he Mabtional
therefore, the quota to the Netional I
paid out of quctas recel iyec from loca

TOTAL $14 588. 00




* WOMEN VOTERS
TREASURER'S REPORT
Rleven Months Period from November lst, 1928 %o October 1lst, 1924
RECEIPTS QlSBURﬁEf-F?E

BxYance November 1lst, 1925 $607.74

Cuotas from Local Leagues
Miscellaneous and Donations

VWioman Voter

Educational liaterial $114.67

Extension 324 .80

Convention 7062
Running Expenses 354 .33
Qffice Salaries 055.

Extension Salaries 372.50

National Guota 710.00

7 2438.77 002.23

Balance October 1lst 241.54

87 243.77 57 243.77

Inasmuch es there is $285.34 unpaid on the Woman Voter,
this asccount is really a disbursement account.




LEGISIATIVE  PROGRAM
Adopted by the
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
for recommendation to the
SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
St. Paul, October 2 ~ 4, 1924
EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

County Board of Education

A bill providing for the appointment of the county superintendents of schools

by county boards of education was introduced into the last session of the Leg-
isleture but feiled to pass. The proposal is that there shall be a county

board of education of five members in each county elected by the district school
officers assembled in annucl convention. This boerd shall take over all edu-
cational matters now handled by the board of county commissioners and in addi-
tion shall eppoint the superintendent.

The advantages to be locked for under this plan are that the county superinten-
dent would be relieved from the necessity of conducting a campaign for election
every twe years. This results in his having to divert time and attention from
school affairs and in his becoming politically involved in ways that handicsp
him in the performance of his official duties, This proposed plen assures the
county superintendent the advice and help of a board devoted to the educational
interests of the county. It makes possible the choice of able, professional
educators irrespective of their residence in the county. It means little or

no extra cost to the tax payer.

Teacher's Retirement Fund

The present law governing the peyment of pensions to teachers was enacted in
1915. It wes prepered in response to a demand for some form of pension plan for
teachers throughout the state. Minneapolis, St.  Paul and Duluth had already
established systéms applying to their own teachers. The theory of & teacher's
insurance and retirement fund supported jointly by payments from teachers and
from the state, is bused upon the value to the state of attracting eble indivi-
duals to its teaching positions and of holding them in the profession as one
offering an essured future. 34 states now have such funds for pensioning.

In Minnesote the pensions of %500 a year provided for by law have never been

paid in full. The fund is insolvent owing to inadequate provisions in the law

to supply the necessary income, It has been possible to pay only 40 per cent

of the amounts due to retired teachers. To remedy this situation, & bill was
introduced into the 1923 Legislature to make the fund solvent, The bill was pre-
pared by the pension board administering the fund, with the advice of an expert
employed upon suthorization from the 1921 Legislature. The bill failed of pass-
age and will be re-introduced in the coming session of the Legislatuve with
certain minor modificetions.

The details of the Minnesota pension plan including the proposals to make it
solvent are as follows: The cost is borne fifty-fifty by the state and the
teacher, The pension is %500 a year providing a teacher hasg given 30 years of
service and has reached 50 years of age, Retirement at 50 is optional, not ob-
ligetory. Any teacher who leaves the state, withdraws from teaching or is dis-
charged mey drew out all she peid into the fund with interest at 4%. This pro-
vision meets the objections of young teachers who do not intend to qualify for
& pension and yet are asked to pay into the fund. The payment by teachers is
at the rate of $65 a yesr. The fund virtuaslly provides a savings account for
such teachers as do not remain in state teaching positions and assures to those
who fulfill the requirement of 30 years of service, an annuity for which the
state bears half the cost,

To secure the funds necesseary to make the fund solvent an increase of from
1/20 to 5720 of a mill in the tax levy is proposed. It is considered that the
insolvent state of the fund results in opposition to it among the teachers
themselves. A sound teacher's retirement system is in line with the practice
adopted by large industrial and commercial concerns and by the federal govern-
ment in providing retirement allowances for their employees.




CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

Children's Amendment

The Children's Amendment of Child Labor Amendment to the constitution of the
United States proposed by Congress for ratification by the several states, is an
enabling act to permit Congress to pass a federal child labor law. Two laws
pessed by Congress, one in 1916 end one in 1919, were declared unconstitubtionrl
by the Supreme Court. It was therefore recognized that a constitutional amenl-
ment was necessary to assure Congress the power to legislate to set a mininwum
stzndard for the protection of children in industry to which all states must con-
form. Certain of the stetes already have progressive child labor laws and would
not be affected by a federal law.,

The text of the emendment is as follows: -

"Section 1. The Congreds shall have power to limit, regulate and prohibit the
labor of persons under eighteen years of age.

"Section 2, The power of the severzl States is unimpaired by this article excep?
thet the operation of state laws shell be suspended to the extent
necessary to give effect to legislation enacted by the Congress,"”

The National League of Women Voters together with other national organizations
such as the American Association of University Women, the General Federation of
Women's Clubs, National Congress of Parents and Teachers, the National Council

of Jewish Women, the National Education Association, the National Federation of
Business and Professional Women's Clubs, the Young Women's Christian Association,
the National Woman's Christien Temperance Union and the Service Star Legion, have
taken ection in favor of the amendment in their national conventions. It now
remains for the stete organizatiens to support the ratification of the amendment
in the state legislature. Favorable sction by the legislatures of 36 of the 48
states is the requirement for retification.

Mothers' Pensions Appropriation

The law providing that the state shall refund to counties ene-third of the ex-
penditures for mothers' pensions under the so-ealled County Allowence Law, was
enacted in the legislature of 1917. BSucceeding legisletures have failed to pro-
vide the necessary appropriations te permit the refund to counties according to
law, The total payments by counties for mothers' pensions in the year 1918
amounted to $315,475.57. This total has increased with each successive year due
to the increasing operation of the law in the various counties of the state.

A request will be presented to the next legislature for en appropriation to cover
only a refund to counties of one-third of the amount expended during the biennial
period 1923 snd 1924, This amounts to $562,755.79.

Infancy end Maternity Appropristion

The Federal Sheppard-Towner Act passed by Congress in November 1921, provided

for federal aid to states on the basis of population, to match appropriations

mede by states for infancy and meternity work., In addition it provided for en
outright gift of $5,000 to states accepting the provisions of the act, Funds

were provided by Congress for aid to states over a five year period ffom June

30, 1922 to June 30, 1926,

Minnesota was one of the first states to accept the offer of federal aid. The
legislature appropriated $41,070 in 1921 and $30,000 in 1923 for infancy and
maternity work administered by the State Board of Health through its Division
of ChiYd Hygiene. A recuest will be made in the coming session of the legisla-
ture for a total appropriation of $42,000 for the biennial period, 1925-26.
This amount will secure the total allotment aveilable from the federal govern-
ment under the Sheppard-Towner Act and will permit the financing of the program
of infancy and meternity work already underway in the state.




Amendment to Adultery Law

An amendment to the cdultery law is proposed to remove a specific legal diserim-
ination against women existing in our Minnesota laws. The present law provides
that the man is guilty of adultery only if the women is married, regardless of
whether or not he is married. A4 change in the wording of the law to make it
apply equally to men and women is suggested.

Marriege Bill

The proposed bill contains importent chenges from the present marriage bill
which are briefly these: - .

The abolition for the future of common low marricges, by requiring a license and
a celebration for ell valid marricges. Seventeen states have already abolished
common law marriages. It is one of the provisions recommended for legisla~-

tion by the Committee on Legal Status of Women of the National League of Women
Voters,

The consent of parents or guardien must be given to males under twenty one and
females under eighteen. This section also provides that no woman under sixteen
and nofman under eighteen shall be capable of contracting marriage with or
without consent, This is the same as the present Minnesots law except that the
age for women is now fifteen instead of sixteen as proposed. Thirteen states
now fix sixteen as the age of consent to marriage for women.

Under the present Minnesota law epileptic, feeble-minded and insanme persons

are not permitted to marry. To these the new bill edds (1) Habitual drunkards,
2 provision found in laws of Washington, North Daekota and Iowa; (2) Persons
afflicted with veneresl disease, & provision found in laws of at least four-
teen states; (3) Persons using marcotic drugs, & new provision, although
several stetes bar issuance of licenses to persons under influence of drugs
when making applicetion.,

Application for license shall be made at least five days before the license

is issued, This section is new to the Minnesota law. A waiting period is pro-
vided for in the laws of at least eight states -~ among others Maine, Massachu-
setts and Wisconsin,

The new law requires that both parties to the merriage must appear befors the
license officer at some time before the license is issued. One of the parties
must appear in person at the time of epplication for license, The present
Minnesota law requires only one applicant to appear.

Family Court

The Family Court or Court of Domestic Relations is a device to unite into one
court all actions concerning the family which are now tried in various courts.
At the present time court sction in which the welfare of the family is concerned
may be taken in any one of a number of different courts and be heard before
Judges who have no special training or experience in that aspect of the law,
Most court actions with respect to the family fall gefinitedly within the field
of preventive justive., The procedure of the court should be adapted to the
neture of the situations involved as is the case at present with the Juvenile
Court,

Cities such as New York and Chicago maintein separate courts for such cases,
The proposed bill for Minnesota provides only for an extension of the function
of the Juvenile Court, where the district court Judges deem it advisable, to
cases immediately involving the marital relation and the welfare of children.
Since Juvenile Courts exist only in counties having & population of 33000 or
more, the law would apply only in the counties of Remsey, Hennepin, St. Louis,
Winona, Stearns, Polk, Ottertail. It would mean a saving of duplication and
cost in the handling of cases and would enable the Juvenile Court judge to
have the assistence of probation officers and medical or psychiatric advisors
now attached to Juvenile Courts.
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My dear Local Chairman: -

I am glad to be able to announce that the Minneapolis Tribune has agreed
to cooperate in our Get Out the Vote campaign by arranging for a contest on
WHAT MY VOTE MEANS TO MY HOME. e believe that the contest will be of real
service in arousing the attention of women voters to the duty of voting, if
we are successful in having a great many letters written for publication.

I enclose a clipping giving the terms of the contest and appeal to you to

help us to see that the contest is a success. ™ill you not take time to

send in a letter yourself? Till you not also persuade two or three women in

the community to do likewise? The early receipt of letters will assure the
Tribune that the contest is worth while. One of the prizes may go to your

town - some part of which might be contributed to the League - and thus help

in getting local publicity on your League and its work for getting out the wote.

You will need no suggestions as to how to treat the subject, but it may be
that you can make suggestions to others that will help them set about it.
It will be possible to show, for example, how important it is to your chil-
dren that they grow to manhood and womenhood in a warlesgs world; and to
show that we may bring influence to bear in favor of international coopera-
tion to prevent war by the choice of men in the Senate who decide questions
on foreign relations. It will be possible to show how schools and working
conditions for women and children are influenced by the vote; how laws on
the enforcement of prohibition and other regulations which make a differencc
in our families are made by the legislators whom we elect. It will be
possible to show how the conditions of the community as to dance halls,
strect carnivals, milk inspection and a thousand other local conditions de-
pend upon our votes.

Letters bringing home these facts, so familiar but often so little appre-
ciatcd, ought to stimulate women to vote. The Tribune will use them and
you may get a prize for them. So, do stir up interest if you can.

Very sincerely yours, I -

Marguerite M Wells,
President




As our chairman in your county to help us in our effort to secure
the early ratification of the Children's Amendment by the Minne-
sota Legislature, we are sending the attached pamphlets to you, for
your careful consideration.

Ag you will see, the shorter pamphlet gives in a brief form facts
regarding child labor in the United States and answers to some
questions that are frequently asked. e would be glad to send you
a small supply of this pamphlet for distribution.

The larger pamphlet was prepared by the National League of Women
Voters to meet the need for comnlete information regarding the Children's
Amendment available in a convenient and compact form. This, of course,
is a more expensive publication, but we would be glad to send it to
any influential persons in your county, such as newspaper editors,
ministers, etc., whom you think would assist in getting the facts
before the public.

Minnesota League of Women Voters,

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minncapolis

October 8th, 1924

As our chairman in your county to help us in our effort to secure
the early ratification of the Children's Amendment by the Minne-
sota Legislature, we are sending the attached pamphlets to you, for
your carcful congiderstion.

As you will see, the shorter pamphlet gives in a brief form facts
regarding child labor in the United States and answers to some
questions that are frequently asked. Tle would be glad to send you
a small supply of this pamphlet for distribution.

The larger pamphlct was prepared by the National League of Women
Voters to meet the neced for complete information regerding the Children's
Amendment availeble in a convenient and compact form. This, of course,
is a more expcnsive publication, but we would be glad to send it to
any influential persons in your county, such as newgpapcr editors,
ministers, c¢tc., whom you think would assist in getting the facts
beforc the publio.

Minnesota League of Tomen Votlerg,

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minnecapolis
October 8th, 19524




Minnesota Leegue of Tomen Voters Sept. 11, 1924
1639 Hennepin Ave., Mpls, Minn. '

Issues of the political campeign in Minnesota will be presented by
candiddtes for governor and United States scnator from the threc mejor parties
et & candidates' massmecting which will bo a feature of the sixth annual con-
vontion of the Minnesota League of "Tomen Voters October 2, 3 and ¢ at the St.
Paul hotel, st, Pauls This will be the first and only time that all cendidates
will appear at tho same mecting and voters will heve an opportunity to heer
questions dissussed from the angle of each party.

There will be five convention sogsions, two night mectings and the
annual convention lunecheon included on the convention program outlined by the
program committee, Mrs. F.T.Wittich is cheirmen of the ocommittoc, consisting
of Miss Merguerite M, Wells, Miss Florence Harrison, Miss Fmily Child of Minn-
capolis, and Mrs. A.J.MoGuire and Miss Cornelis Lusk of St. Paul. lMrs. T.R.
Ramsey is general convention chairmen for St. Paul.

Features of the convention already worked oyt include: The president;

address; special Get-Out-The~-Voto conference conducted by Miss Florence Harri-

son; conference on local league organization conducted by Miss Emily Uhild;

speeches on each question to be voted on for the league's legislative Or 0gTrar;
rocommendations from the state efficiency in government department on re-organ-
izetion of state departments,

The program of speakers for the convention is not completed., The

speakers who already have promised to come are Miss Elizabeth Hauser of Girerd,
Ohio, seoretary of the National League of omen Voters, who will speak on the

League, and Mrs. Tilliem C. Hibbard of Tinnetka, Ill,, directbr of the fourth
region nf the league, on "National Political Parties end Issucs." These
league speakers will be featured at the annual convention luncheon at the St.
Paul hotel on Saturday, October 5.

Drafting of the legislative program which the league will work on
during the next session of the state legislature will be an important part of
the convention business. B ills to be presented for the progran are the mar=
riage bill; appropriation for state work under the Shepr vrd-Tomner act; the
teachers' retirement fund bill; the family court bill; the mothors" pension
refund to counties; child labor amendment; o« cunty onnrd of edycation, and re-
moval of certain legal discriminations against women,

Mrs. C.C.Colton of Duluth is chairman of the nominating committec,
oomposed of chairmen of leegues in each congressional district. Offices to ba
filled this year are first vicepresident, recording seoretary, treasurer, one
director at large, and the chairmen of the first, third, fifth, seventh and

ninth districts. The terms of Mrs, Walter Thorp and Mrs. Russell M. Bennett
of Minneapolis, and Mrs, C.P.Noyes of St, Paul as directors expire but it is
thought that they will te re-elected.




nnesota League of ™omen Voters

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneanolis
October 7th, 1924

"The labor of children in Minnesota done for their parents at home or on
the farm will not be affected if the child labor amendment to the federal
constitution is ratifieq,

This is the statement made yesterday by Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, chairman of
child welfare for the Minnesota League of Women Voters, who heads the movement
of the league to have the Minnesota legislature ratify the amendment early in
its 1 9 2 5 session,

"Then vhy does the amendment use the term labor instead of employment?"

the correspondent asked Mrs. Dieudonne.

"To permit reaching some of the cases of sveatshop labor and the like where

the contract is with the parents themselves and not vith the children - an eva-
sion that can alvays be practiced vhen the term employment instead of labor
is used", Mrs. Dieudonne repdied,

"In case the amendment is passed, will Congress legislate in sych & vay
to affect the labor of children on farms?" was the next question asked.

“By no chance", urs, Dieudonne said, "public opinion would not approve,
That is apparent from the fact that in the two acts already passed by Congress,
child employment in agriculture was not included and also by the faot that
few if any states have legislated about children in agricultural pursuits though
all states now have the right so to do,"

"The amendment is not legislation", Mrs, Dieudonne continued. "It ig
merely an enabling act 4o permit legislation when and if Congress is ready to
make such a law. When Congress does so act, of course, it will be directed by
public opinion and public opinion sanctioned laws prohibiting or restricting
employment of children to 14 and 16 years of age in the twvo lavs previously
pagssed by Congress and found unconstitutional by the Court. It is hoped that
it may restrict the hoyrs of employment or even prohibit certain dangerous
forms of labor up to 18 Just as several of the states already have done, The
language of the amendment vould permit such legislation if Congress desired to

make it/ "

Answering other questions referring to the child laber amendment, Mrs, Dieudonne
said:

"Some people think that an amendment to the constitution should not give
Congress power to do enything that we don't all vant done nov but of course
that is absurd. Congress has already been given power by the constitution
to do all sorts of things that it doesn't do, never has done and never will
do. It could cede avay any state in the uynion by treaty, for instance "

"The Minnesota legislature will, no doubt, ratify the amendment this winter,
Congress is not likely to pass any lav that will affeot Minnesota in one vay
or the other. 7Te have good child labor lars now and our own state legislatyre
will probably be alvavs more progressive in that direction than Congress
is likely to be,"

end
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My dear Local Chairmen: -

Three weeks from the day you receive this letter will be election day - twenty
one days in which to do everything to get out the vote that you have not done
or to do over again everything that you have done. I hope you are determined
to increase the vote in your town and prepared to work like a "nailer" to that
end. Don't think that because other organizations are working you may safely
desist. There is sure to be something or other that might be done but isn't

being done.

please check those things in the following list that you have done or are
going to do:-
House to house canvass
Telephoning
Essays or letters on voting by school children
Information booth down town
A children's paraede in each block just before dusk November 2rd.
Let them carry flags and vote banners around their own
neighborhood - Easy but effective.
Distribute dodgers - 100 are being sent you under separate cover.
Better order at least 500. Price 25 cents per hundred.

There follow some suggestions for recruiting helpers. Check those you will use
and send both checked lists to us please:-
Voters School
Meetings with speeches
Call meeting of all unpartisan organization and plan for
some joint action.
Birthday parties - Invite girls just coming 21 and have
plays, speeches, political "spell down" and & birthday ceke.
Send to us for "Birthdesy Party" book on politics to use &s
a prize - 35¢

Very cordially and with best wishes for the winning of
the silver loving cup by Minnesota,

Marguerite M Wells,

MVMW cke President




COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION TO PREVENT WAR
The Minnesota League of Women Voters

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

MRS. BOYD NIXON

Chairman

October 17th,
1924

My dear Local Chairmen: =~

If you attended the State Convention, I am sure you saw the World
Peace Christmas Cards, and if you were not there, I know you will
want to see them,

These cards, you will remember, are the reproductions of the prize
paintings in the contest conducted under the auspices of the
National League of Women Voters (in New York) last year. The

cards are on sale to the public for the first time this holiday
season. The National League receives a five per cent commission on
all cards sold. The money derived from their sale is to be used

by the Netional Committee on Internationsl Cooperation to Prevent
Wiar for the work of world peace.

If your local dealer in Christmas cerds does not have these liorld
Peace cards on sale, will you not ask him to put in & supply and

assure him of the interest and cooperation of the League members

and their friends in your town?

It is not expected that League members will sell the cards them-
selves but we are asking for your cooperation in erousing interest
in their seale.

I shall appreciste it if you will let me know whether you are
willing that I may give your name to the Buzza Company, the
publisher of these cards, in order that they may refer to you as &n
officer of the League in your community when they seek to place

the World Peace cards with your local dealer.

Remember that these cards offer you the opportunity not only of
sending & beautiful message to your friends st the Christmas
season but also of aiding the ccuse of world peace.

Msy I have your consent to the use of your neme in this matter ond
en expression of your willingness to cooperate? A prompt reply is
necessary s the holidey season is almost here.

Very cordielly yours,

Mrs. Richerd T Hargreaves, Chairmen
Department of Internetionsl Cooperation to Prevent Wer




Minnesota League of omen Voters,
1639 Hennepin aAvenue, Minneanolis Note to editor e need your
October 17th, 1924 help in making this tour a
success, Te plan to vigit the
RELEASE IN YOUR NEXT ISSUR newspaper offices as ve go
AFTER MONDAY, OCTOBER 20th tnrough.‘ e invite your
cooperation

A1l through Minnesots - from the Canadian border to Iova - the Minnesota
League of Tomen Voters will carry "the torch of democracy" the week before the
election in a final effort to arouse oitizens in the state to "vote November 4th",

"Vote, vote, vote" will be the chorus of every automobile in the caravan of
women voters who will take the journey through the state. The same message will
be preached in every town through which the caravan passes and will be carried

by signs and banners on the cars. The vhole touyr ig designed to put the finish-

ing touch on the long campaign which the League has conducted to get out 75 %

of the eligible vote in Minnesota for the presidential election. This means that
900,000 voters must 80 to the polls November fourth,

The procedure of the "passing the torch" tour will be as follows: -

A caravan of automobiles filled with men and vomen voters will start at the
northern border: of the state - International Falls being the starting point -
and will travel along to a certain town where another caravan will meet it. When
the two groups meet a real lighted "torch of democracy” and the vote sighs and
bahners mill be passed along to the next delegation which in turn will relay it
to a third delegation, and so forth,

The tovns through vhich the caravan passes during the day will be asked to

cooperate by having automobiles ready to join the parade to the next torn. Towng
at which the caravan will stop will furnish speakers on get out the vote ang
musi¢ by the town bands, League women in the various towns will provide trans-
portation for the caravan, Civie and business organizations of men or women
interested in getting out the vote will be asked to participate in the tour
through their community. "The more cars the better”, the tour committee said
last night,

A public demonstration will be conducte
Starting Monday, October 27th, the caravan will make one day trips as follows:
International Falls to Bemidji; Bemidji to Brainerd; Brainerd to Detroit,;
Detroit to Alexandria; Alexandria to Olivia; Olivia to "ells; Wells to Roches-
ter; Rochester to Minneapolis by way of inona, "fabasha, Red Ting, Hastings
and St. Payl. Some of the towns to be included on the route include Big Falls,
Blackduck, Talker, Perham, Staples and adena, Fergus Falls, Pelican Rapids,
Glenwood, Benson, Montevideo, Granite Falls, Redvood Falls, Fairmont, Blus
Barth, Albert Lea, Austin, Towns not on the direct tour schedule wili %s
asked to send cars of interested citizens to join the tour for a few miles
along their way,
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My dear

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

OFFICERS
President
Miss Marguerite M. Wells
First Vice-President
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich
Second Vice-President
Mrs. C. Reinold Noyes
Third Vice-President
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight
Secretary
Miss Electa Byrne
Treasurer
Mrs, Harold G. Cant
Executive Secretary
Misz Emily Child

Telephone: Atlantic 1171
P y

StanpinGg CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,

Protection of Women in Industry
Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Child Welfare
Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Living Costs
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. John M. Gaus,

Public Health and Social Hygiene
Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Advisory Legislative Council

DerARTMENT CHAIRMEN
Mrs. Richard T. Hargreaves,
International Co-operation to Prevent War
Mrs. Fr rick W. Wittich,
“fficiency in Government
Office Secretary
Mrs. Barry N. Collins

A year ago we conducted a drive to secure one hundred

subscriptions for the Woman Citizen, for which we received
a special prize of one hundred dollars. Yours was one
of the subscriptions that helped us win this prize.

This year the VWoman Citizen is offering us a bonus of
fifty cents on the renewal of each of these subscriptions.
We feel sure that you will want the Woman Citizen another
year and hope that you will send in your renewal promptly.
It should be sent direct to the Citizen office, 171
Madison Avenue, New York City.

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
President




COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION TO PREVENT WAR
The Minnesota League of Women Voters

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

MRS. BOYD NIXON

Chairman

November 3rd,

1924

My dear Local Chairman: -

The minds of men and women the world over are being occupied more and
more with the greatest of all problems - the doing awey for ever with war
and the establishment of world peace.

In this country there is hardly & men or women who does not support whole-
heartedly the ides that war is an evil which should be eliminated. No
matter under what banner we struggle toward the desired end, we shall

never discover whether war cen be abolished until we try in real earnest to
do away with it.

We believe there is only one wey to ensure peasce and that is through the
nations of the world sgreeing to international law. When enough minds &are
convinced thet this is true, we will be sble to substitute law for war.

The next step in the path of peace for the United States is our edherence
to the World Court.

The "Lew = Not Wer" stamps are one means of bringing to the attention of
meny people the supreme effort going on throughout the world to establish
an international code of law by which netions may settle their disputes,

It is fitting that we should sell and use these stamps especially during
Armistice Day week. Several of our lecgues eerned considerable sums lest
yvesr by their sale. Can you not raise your League auote this year by sell-
ing the stamps on or before Armistice Day, November 11th? Your effort will
serve & double purpose asnd be very much worth while.

I em sending you stemps which will cest you » Yoy can sell
them &t & cent apiece and make which profit belongs to your loce
League., You cen meil them out to your membership os do the city le:gues,
or they moy be sold ¢t club meetings, church bazears ¢nd lodge affairs of
various sorts. We cun send cdditional stemps at your reousrst. Please be
coreful to return unused stomps to us without injury.

Very sincerely yours,
Mrs, R T Hargreaves, Chairman
ie Depertment of Internctional Co-operation to Prevent Wi

Enclosed find suggested talk for Armistice Day.
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Mv dear

A Ratification Committee for the Children's Amendment is being
formed to support the ratification of the amendment in the coming
gsession of the legislature. The committee will include local repre-
sentatives from the various national orgenizations which have taken
action in support of the amendment as well as members of local
organizations interested in the welfare of women and children, and
individuals whose assistance we wish to have.

We would like to have you serve upon this committee and would
appreciate your suggesting to us the names of any other individuals
or orgenization representatives who would be valuable members of
the committee.

A luncheon meeting of the committee is called for Monday, November
17th, at 12:30 p.m., in the Empire Room at the Radisson Hotel, to
hear speakers on the amendment and to consult as to possible plans.
We shell appreciste your returning the enclosed card promptly so that
we may know whether me may count on your assistance as a member of
the committee,

Very sincerely yours,

x

Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Chairmen
c lLegislative Council
encl,
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MIYWUTES
Citizens' Committee on State Reorganizetion
September 23rd, 1924
Radisson Hotel
Mrs, F % Wittich presiding

Present: Messrs. R M Goodrich, Stanley Gillem, M B Lambie, C D Allin,
George w Lawson, D 4 Wellzee, H H Stevens, C T Moffett, C P Herbert,

Mr. Lerson, & Fuller, John M Geus, and Dr. J Warren Bell, Dr. F W Wittich,
Mrs., F W Wittich, Miss Merguerite M Viells, Mrs, W J Marcley, Mrs, W W
Remington, Mrs, J M Gavs snd Miss Emily Child.

Miss wells introdueed Mrs, Wittieh as the presiding officer of the evening,:
Mrs, Wittich then mede a stotement expleining that the Depsrtment of Effi--
cieney in Government of the Lecgue would meke recommendatiohs to be acted
upon in the coming state conventionm on the subject of the Reorgenization

of State Departments, She reviewed the work of:the Interim Committee up to
date), -cemmenting upon the hearings at which the heeds of the individual
departments were guestioned and in which it"was demonstrated how much the
work of the Interim Cemmittee is needed,

Mre, Wittieh spoke of the original plan of the Cemmittee to prepare & report
of its work to be issued May lst, 1924, A preliminery report: prepered by
Mr. Nolan'{ at the Committee’s request is just in shepe now and wes made
available to Mrs, Wittich to reviev for this meeting. The committee has
decided egainst publishing e formal report and in fevor of intreducing spec-
ific bills into the legislature ecovering their recommendetions, Mrs, Wittich
reported that Mr.-Nolan's work corigisted in redueing the material’,. organizing
it, summarizing the" résponse from department. representatives secured in:
guestionna ires and ¢through the publie hezrings and in assembling the datm

en sclaries, He clessifies the depar thients according to funetionm and showe
the comparison for other stetes end Mimnhesoto, It is difficul¥ to tell what
form the Committee's recommendations will ¢eke theugh their plan ieg to meke
pone inveolving emendments to the constitutien,

Mrs, Wittich mentioned the work of the lLecgue of Minnesots Municipalities and
of the state Lezgue of VWomen Voters in cenveying informution to the people

in the stete on the work of the Interim Committee. She mentioned five
Inatitutes of Government and Politics held in cooperetion with state normal
colleges in the state, in el) but one of which & course on Reorgenizition
of State Departments wes included. The eubjeet proved peopular, contrary %o
expestations, A total of 5000 peaple were thus resched zcoording to o con-
servative estimate, There was splendid newspaper publicity in this coennec-
tien « sometimee 28 much as four or five columite~-with e very fair presente-
tion of the faets, Those in attendunee dbembarded Mrs, Wittich with cuestions
ebout the publication of the report, She gteted thet ghe regretted that,
beczuse of the delsy in the cppeersnce of the report,. it is impossible to
discuss its recommendations with state representatives;.

Mrs, Wittich esked the zdvice of the Citizens® Committes members present om
what cction to ask the League of Women Vetery convention ta tele on the
folleving subjects: -

1. Consolidation of state departments

2, Classifiection of personnel

3. An exeecutive budget

Misg Wells asked Mrs. Wittieh how candidates for the legislature had replied
to the cuestions on these points in the guestionnaire sent out by the League.
Mrs, Wittich replied that 76 out of 86 who replied expressed themselves in
fevor of suggested ehaenges under these hendas

Standardization of Empleyment

Mr. Eerbert celled attention to the feet that if legislatiom is suggested
jeopardizing the present situction of stete employees there will be very
active opposition on their part. He said that they would not support any
messure providing for the standardizction of employment. Mr. lLambie and
Mr, Goodrich did not s&x agree with Mr, Herber%t on this point, Mr. Lewson
seid that it is true thet legislators ere subject to great vressure from
government employees through “he lobbying of their families end friends




- -

aegainst such measures, Mr., Gaus asked whether, if an executive budget were
provided for, stendardization could not be ecarried out in that way.

Mies Wells asked whether sepcrate bills on the three subjects mentioned by
Mre., Wittich were desirable, Mr. allin seid seperate bills vere good as
othervise there would result & combinstion of enemies rether than of
friends of the measures,

Mr, lewson asked what sction the Lesgue could teke in view of the uncertein-
ties of vhet the Committee's recommendetions should be. He seid that a

good many people who supported the Interim Committee in good feith have

lost faith in their doing enything that does riot serve political ends. He
thought the orgenizations backing the committee had not been played fair
with by the committee. Miss Wells seid that the thing to remember is that
we con sccomplish something in spite of political invelvements if we keep

at it, Mr, Lawson said that whatever report comes out, his organization
will be glad to cooperate in getting action owm it.

Miss VWiells asked whether if there should be ective oppésition to one bill,
it would hurt other bills introduced. Mr. Lawson thought not if bills were
separate.

Consolidesion of State Departments

The opinion of the committee was asked on whether there might be a series of
bills dealing with the subject of consolidation of departments or whether

this could be effectively handled in one bill. Mr. Lambie thought there
should be separate bills as o matter of expediency - should not compromi se

on single bill for reorgenization. Mr. Goodrich cited the experience of
Michigan where eight bills were pessed but not @ single thing was accomplished
for reorganization.

Executive Budget

fir. Lombie stated that he doubts whether the committee had in mind what this
group has in connection vith an Zxecutive Budget. Mr. Nolan, for instance,
speeks of a budget officer eppointed by a budget bosrd with a long tenure

of office to hold over the governor's term, What the committee means by an
Executive Budget is & budget prepared by the administrative department but
not by the governor himself, The budget officer guggested would be little
more then & compiling officer.

Mr., Gaus asked why net concentrate discussion of executive budget as fera 8
League is concerned on the federal budget system which hes prestige of
acceptance by the Republicen party.

Migs Wells mentioned the necessity of heving the subjeet for legislation such
o8 the executive budget defined sufficiently so that if the proposed law is
not worth supportin§, the League need not work for it., Mr, Allin asked why
not sccept Mr, Geus' suggestion of basing action upon the provisions of a
federal budget. Mr..Stevens seid thet the only thing the Lezgue could de,

in his opinion, is to aet on the genersal principle end not try te anticipate
the Interim Committee by defining too aeccurately vhat form the prinéiple
shall take., Miss Viells stated thet the Leegue convention a vear 2zo
declered for the principle and that we now wish to move forvard a step,

Wle want stendards by vhich to test proposed legisletion.

Mr. Herbert thought thet it would be postible to agree upon stendards for a
budget and for employment but not for reorgenization., Mr, Fuller said thst
one could st least declere sgeinst reorgenization piecemeal. Tir. Herbert
said thet it would be better to take what you can get though it would be best
to heve reorgenization treated in one bill if possible. Mr. Stevens egain
seid thet he did not see hov it was possible to define too much as
definitions accepted might be £1l out of gear with what is proposed. Mr.
Allin seig thet es longa & the purvose of the League is edueationasl, it can
set a standerd end vork toward it,

iy, Geus seid that he zagreed that & consolidation bill on reorgenization would
be best - that for an orgerizetien jike the League to support piecemeel
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legislation would be dengerous. Mr, Lambie remarked that we have the ex-
perience of other states to support the wisdom of a single bill for
reorganization. Mr. Ggus seaid that if they hed ettempted to accomplish
reorgenization in Mzssachusetts in separate bills the whole attempt would
have blown up. Mr. Herbert said thet it is easier to acttack single bills
than the genersl principle in one bill.

Mr. Lambie suggested that the Interim Committee will not be ready to
present & consolidatiom bill this year. The question is whether it would
be well to concentrate on thé budget and weit for two years for other
legislation., Mr. Herbert asked if the Interim Committee realized that

it is not competent to deal with the subject of veorganizetion. Mr,
Lambie thought it does.

Miss Wells asked vhether, in the event of our concentrating on the budget
for this year, it would be well to ask for a commission in both houses to
work on & bill for reorganization of state departments before the 1927
legislature, Mr. Goodrich asked whether it would be practical to ask for
the edditional appropriation necessaery. In response to e ocuestion from
Miss Wells, Dr. Bell expressed his opinion that the conflict between the
ideal and the expedient course is difficult. Mrs. Wittich said that she
felt that we should set up standards for our own guidance,

Committee Action

The opinion of the committee was asked on the question of whether the
legislation should take the form of three separate bills. It was the
consensus of opinion that it should, all being in favor of this except Mr,
Lambie vho would bese decision on the situation et the time the legislation

is proposed.

Executive Budget
The committee were in favor of the tupe of executive budget as fashioned

in the federal bill, providing for a single budget officer appointed by
the executive with ultimate control in the executive,

Mr,. Herbert asked if this meant that the governor was responsible
to no one. The committee agreed that it meant that the executive
shall prepare, for legislative scrutiny, a budget after the
federal plan and the governor shall be responsible for individual
budget allotments according to the federal plen.

Miss Wells asked whether any compromise were possible in this
connection., Mr. Lembie znd Mr, Gaus said that none should be
avecepted as we would in that event be no better off than now,

Mr. Herbert said that the trouble has been that the governor has had
no money with which teo heve investigation made of what every
department should spend,

Standardization of Employment

The committee were in favor of stendardization of saleries with the prin-
ciple of equal pay for eaual work and implying equal titles. Further that
4the standardization of employment shallinvolve classificetion of duties,

Mr, Allin said that we should try to make employees understand that
stendardizat ion might mean increase in saleries. If they think it
means elimination of their jobs, it would erouse antegonism,

Mr. Lembie said that the educationel prohlem in providing for recruit-
ment by merit is one which one would hope the League of Women Voters
would sponsor. Would consider this a fourth issue ratter than a part
of the problem of salary stendardization. Many heads of departments
have declared for salary standardizetion even though not for
recruitment by merit.

Miss Wells esked whether thess should be separate. She thought that
if lost salary stendardization, vwe might get it through the budget
system., There was agreement that this would be possible,




E 72 Depertments
Trhe committee favored & single bill on the basis of a functionel grouping
of denartments.

Ouestions were raised as to whether the departments should be manned by
long term overlapping boards, aund whether the executive should be res-
ponsible or whether the responsibility should be lodged in long term boards.

Mr. Herbert said thet he was cgainst giving the responsibility bo boards.
Mr. Gaus esked whether lie would feel the same vay about advisory boards.
Mr, Herbert said thet he had never known one thet ccted - said that they
don't work., There was some further discussion of the efficiency of a
boerd as compared with an executive in cherge, The Board of Control was
mertioned ard Miss Wells asked if there were other bosrds in the state
that people feel should be retsined. Mr., Stevens mentioned the Railrosd
and Warehouse Commission. Mr. Gillem ssked 1f there were not other semi-

Judicial boards in vhich public officials are ex-officio members as the Board
ni Parole. Mr. Lembie replied that such boards sre constitutional.

Or, Bell spoke in favor of lesving to esch board the problem of reorgan-
izing its department.

Miss Wells esked whet definition could be made of reorgenization. Mr.
Gaus suggested thet could not fix detzils too definitely. He asked, how-
ever, whether we might name the maximum number of departments favored.
Miss Wellsthought this very arbitrary.

Mr. Stevens mentioned as the two purposes to be served by reorganizstion;
(1) to centralize authority and responsibility and (2) to avoid duplication
and wveste. Miss Wells said that it is her impression that the Inter im
Committee is more interested in the second than the first of these points,

Mr., Gillem said thet as between two boards in the same field, should con-
centrate duties in one board but should not go too far in lodging power
in the governor. Mr, Lembie suggested adding as the third purpose to

be served by reorganization (3) securing visability.

Mr, Allin said that he still wanted to know to whom the boards would be
responsible, as there can be no concentration of power unless know ult-
imate authority, Mr., lLembie suggested providing for "appointment to
boards by the governor" to answer this need.

Mr, Gaus wondered whethe the Lezgue wished to formulate the principle
of making the governor the chief executive of the state, responsible for
appointing heads of departments which shall be functionally organized.
The discussion seems to have brought out opposition to this principle.
Mr. Allin seid that we have adopted the theory of separation of powers
ard checks and bzlences as vested in bosrds which would be changed by
such a proposal, Mr. Lembie said that he could see no objection to
appof@ntments by the governor as now., Mr, Gillam said that the differ-
ence would be thet the boards are not now appeinted by each governor s
he comes into office. Miss VWells asked if the government is so organized
thet the governor could be held responsible, Mr, Caus thought this a
detail that could be omitted. Mr, Gillam zgreed with him that should
omit the phrase "appointments by the governor" suggested by Mr. Lambie,

Mrs, Wittich seid that she would like to cz2ll the committee together again
as soon ag the Interim Committee's report is submitted to ask practical
aguestions on the bills,

There followed informal discussion on the subject of the direct primary.

After further informal discussion. the meeting adjourned st 10:00 p.m.

Emily Child, Secretary
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My dear *Ltﬁ_-t-gg‘ﬂg\ LgﬁLL\LLQJ N eu L aing,

As the date of the convening of the legislsture approaches, we are int-
erested in knowing what the sentiment is in your county on the cuestion
of the Child Labor amendment. We wish to do all in our power to bring

to public ettention the desirability of having Minnesota act favorably

upon the smendment. I shall appreciate your writing me what sentiment

yéu find in your community end what you have been able to do in giving

publicity to the cuestion.

I should also like to ask your help in getting influential individuale in
your county to write letters to the Minnespolis Tribune or to the local
hPWSnapers in fevor of the amendment. Additionsl copies of the pamphlet
on the amendment, of which you already have & copy, will be sent at your
reaquest if you °hou1d need them to give to those you go to see r ..,
with the purpose of asking them to write letters.

CATION COMMITTEE FCR THE C ] AMENDMENT is now in process of
n in the Twin Cities. . keep you 1nformed of the meetings
committee ope that you may plan te be
some one of its meetin . least. We are planning tentdtively
for & luncheon meeting in Minneapoli Monday , December 1lst, after Miss
Wells' return from her five weeks ence in the east, to hear her report

of the progress of the campaign in o

in the city within the
smendment which is too
it in mind %o let us

I hope you will come into our office, if you
next'few weeks, and look over our materiasl on the
bulky to send to you. In the meantime, please ep
know all possible facts in connaction with the mpaign in your county.

Sincerely yours

Mrs. Andreess Ueland,
Legislative Council

L n M@—&L ==
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Present: - Messrs. R il Goodrich; Stanley Gillem, M B Lambie, C D Allin,
George W lewson, D & Wallace, ii H Stevens, C T Moffetty C P Herbver?®,

A Fuller, John M Gaus, and Dr. J Werren Bell, Dr, F ¥ Wittich, Mrs. F ¥
wittich, Miss Merguerite M Wells, Mrs. W J Marcley, Mrs, J M Gaus and il
Emily Child.

Miss VWiells introduced Mrs, Wittich to present the meterial for discus

Mrs. Wittich then mede a statement expleining that the Depertment of

ciency in Government of the League would make recommendetions to be act
upon in the coming state convention on the subjedt of the Reorganization

of State Depertments. She revieved the work of the Interim Committee up Uo
date, commenting upon the hearings &t which the heeds of the individual
departments were questioned end in which it vas demonstreted how much the
work of the Interim Committee is needed.

Mrs. Wittich speke of the original plan of the Committee to prepere & report
of its work to be issued Mey 1st, 1924. A digest of the Committee's findings
prepared by Mr. Wolan at the Committee's reouest is just in chapeé now end wes
made available to Mrs. Wittich to review for this meeting. Tne commitiee

has decided ageinst publishing & preliminary report and in favor of intro-
ducing speeific bills into the legislature covering their recommendations.
Mrs. Wittiech reported that Mr. Nolan's work consisted in reducing the
material, organizing it, summerizing the response from depzriment representa-
tives secured in questionneires and through the public hearings and in
pgsembling the deta on salaries. He classifies the departments according

to function and shows the comparison for other states and Minnesota, It is
difficult to tell what form the Committee's recommendations will take though
their plan is to make none involving amendments to the constitution.

Mrs. Wittich mentioned the work of the Lesgue of Minnesots Municipalities and
of the state League of Vomen Voters in conveying informettion %o the people

in the state on the work of the Interim Committee. She mentioned five
Institutes of Government and Politics held in cooperation with state normal
colleges in the state, in all but one of which & course on Reorganization

of State Departments wes included. The subject proved popular, contrary to
expectations. A total of 5000 people were thus reached sccording to a con-
servetive estimate, There was splendid newspaper publicity in this connec-
tion - sometimes &= much as four or five columns with a very feir presenta-
tion of the facts., Those in attendance bombarded Mrs. Wittich with ouestions
about the publickkyxmfation of the report, She stated trat she regretted that,
because of the delay in the appearance of the report, it is impossible to
discuss its recommendations with state representatives.

Mrg. Wittich asked the sdvice of the Citizens' Committee members present on
what action to ask the League of Women Voters convention to teke on the
following subjects: -

1. Consolidation of state departments.

2. Classification of persohnel

3, An executive budget.

Miss Wells assked Mrs, Wittich how candidates for the legislature had replied.
to the auestions on these points in the questionnaire sent out by the League.
Mrs, Wittich repdied that 76 out of 86 who replied expressed themselves in
favor of suggested changes under these heads.

Standardization of Employment

Wr. Horbert called attention to the fael that if legisletion is suggested
jeopardizing the present situation of state employees there will be very
active opposition on their part. He said that they would not support any
measure providing for the stancardizeticn of employment. Mr. Lambie erd
Mr. Goodrich did not agree with Mr, Herbvert on tkis point. Mr. lawson
said thet it is true thet legislators are subject to great pressure from
government employees through the lobbying of their femilies and friends




egeinet such measures. Mr. Geus asked whether, if an executive budget were
provided for, standardization could not be carried out in that way.

Miss Wells esked whether separate bills on the three subjections mentioned by
Mrs, Wittich were desirable. Mr, 41)in scid separate bills were good as
otherwise there would result & combinetion of enemies rather than of

friends of the meessures.

Mr. Lewson esked what cction the Lesgue could teke in view of the uncertain-
ties of what the Committee's recommendstions should be., He said that e

good many people who supported the Interim Committee in good faith have

lost feith in their doing anything that does not serve politicazl ends. He
thought the orgenizations backing the committee had not been played fair
with by the committee, Mics Wells said that the thing to remember is thet
we can accomplish something in spite of politiccl involvements if we keep

at it. Mr, lewson said that whatever report comes out, his organizetion
will be glad to cooperate in getting action on it,

Miss Wells esked whether if there should be active opposition to one bill,
it would hurt other bills introduced. Mr. Lawson thought not if bills were
separete,

Consolidetion of State Departments.

The opinion of the committee was asked on whether there might be a series of
bills dealing with the subject of consolidation of depertments or whether
this could be effectively handled in one bill, Mr. Lambie thought there
should be one bill as a matter of expediency. Mr. Goodrich cited the exper-
jence of Michigan where eight bills were passed but not a single thing was
accomplished for reorgenization.

Executive Budget

Mr. lLambie stated that he doubts whether the committee had in mind what this
group has in connection with en Executive Budget. Mr. Nolan, for instance,
speaks of a budget officer appointed by = budget board with a long tenure
of office to hold over the governor's term. What the comittee means by an
Executive Budget is a budget prepared by the edministrative department but
not by the governor himself, The budget officer suggested would be little

more than a compiling officer,

Mr,. Gaus asked why not concentrate discussion of executive budget as fer as
League is concerned on the federal budget system which has prestige of
acceptance by the Republican party.

Miss Wells mentioned the necessity of having the subject for legislation such
as the executive budget defined sufficiently so that if the proposed law is
not worth supperting, the League need not work for it. Mr. Allin asked why
not accept Mr, Gaus' suggestion of basing action upon the provisionzof a

#& federal budget, Mr, Stevens said thet the only thing the League could do,
in his opinion, is to act on the general principle and not try to anticipate
the Interim Committee by defining too accurately what form the princinle
shal)l take., Miss Wells stated that the League convention a year ago

declared for the principle and that we now wish to move forward a step.

We want standards by which to test proposed legislation.

Mr. Herbert thought that it would be possible to agree upon standards for e
budget and for employment but not for reorgenization. Mr. Fuller said that
one could at least declare against reorganization piecemeal. Mr, Herbert
seid that it would be better to take what you can get though it would be best
to heve reorganization treated in one bill if possible. Mr, Stevens again
sgid that he did not see how it was possible to define too much es
definitions accepted might be 211 out of gear with what is proposed. MMr,.
Allin said that as long as the purpose of the League is educational, it can
set a standard and work toward it,

Mr, Gaus seid thet he agreed that a consolidstion hill on reorgenization would
be best - that for an organization liks the Leegue to support piecemeal




legislation would be dangerous., Mr., Lambie remarked that we have the ex-
perience of other states to support the wisdom of a single bill for
reorganizetion, Mr, Gaus said that if they hed attempted to accomplish
reorgenization in Massachusetts in separate bills the vhole attempt would
heve blovn up, Mr. Herbert said that it is easier to attack single bills
than the general principle in one bill.

Miss Wells asked whether, in the event of our concentreting on the budget
for this year, it would be well to ask for a commission in both houses to
work on a bill for reorgenization of state departments before the 1 9 2 7
legislature. Mr., Goodrich asked vwhether it would be practical to ask for
the additional appropriction nedessary. In response to a cuestion from
Miss W ells, Dr. Bell expressed his opinion that the conflict between the
jdeal and the expedient course is difficult., Mrs. Wittich said that she
felt that we should set up standards for our own guidance.

Committee_Action

The opinion of the committee wes asked on the question of whether the
legislation should také the form of three separate bills. It was the
consensus of opinion that it should, all being in' favor of this except Mr.
lLambie who would base decision on the situation at the time the legislation
is proposed.

Executive Budget
The committee were in favor of the type of executive budget as feshioned
in the federal bill.

Mr, Herbert asked if this meant that the governor was responsible
to no one. The committee agreed that it meant that the executive
shall prepare, for legislative scrutiny, a budget aefter the
federal plan and the governor shall be responsible for individual
budget allotments according to the federal plen,

Miss Wells asked whether any compromise were possible in this
copnection. Mr. lLambie end Mr. Geus said that none should be
accepted as we would in that event be no better of f than now.

Mr, Herbert said that the trouble has been that the governor has hed
no money with which to have investigation made of what every
department should spend.

Standardization of Employment.

The committee were inm favor of standardization of salaries with the prin-
ciple of eoual pay for equal work and implying equal titles. Further

that the standardization of employment shall involve elassification of duties.

Mr. Allin said that we should try to make employees understand that
standardization might mean increase in salaries. If they think it
means elimination of their jobs, it would arouse antagonism.

Mr. Lambie said that the educational problem in providing for recruit-
ment by merit is one that the League of Women Voters should sponsor.
Would consider this a fourth issue ratler than a part of the problem
of salary standardizetion. Meny heads of departments have declared
for salary standardization even though not for recruitment by merit.

Miss Wells asked whether these should be separate. She thought that
if salary standardization were lost, we might get it through the
budget system. There wes agreement that this would be possible.




Keorganization of State Departments

Tte committee favored & single Bill on the basis of & functionel grouping
of departments.

Ouestions were raised as to whether the departments should be manned by
long term overlapping boards, and whether the executive should be res-
ponsible or whether the responsibility should be lodged in long term boards.

Mr. Herbert said thet he was ageinst giving the responsibility bo boards.
Mr. Gaus esked vhether he would feel the ssme way about advisory boards.
Mr. Herbert szid thet he had never known one thet scted - sz2id that they
don't work., There was some further discussion of the efficiency of &
board 2s compaered with an executive in charge. The Board of Control was
mentioned and Miss Wells asked if there were other bosrds in the state
that people feel should be reteined. Mr. Stevens mentioned the Railroad
and Warehouse Commission. Mr. Gillam ssked if there were not other semi-

judicial boards in which public officials are ex-officio members as the Board
of Parole. Mr. Lembie replied thet such boards sre constitutional.

Dr. Bell spoke in favor of leaving to esch board tre problem of reorgan-
jzing its department.

Miss Wells esked whet definition could be made of reorganizetion. Mr.
Gaus suggested that could not fix deteils too definitely. He asked, how-
ever, whether we might name the meximum number of departments favored.
Miss Wiellsthought this very arbitrary.

Mr. Stevens mentioned as the two purposes to be served by reorganization;
(1) to centralize authority end responsibility and (2) %o zvoid duplication
and weste. Miss Wells said that it is her impression that the Inter im
Committee is more interested in the second than the first of these points.

Mr. Gillem said that as between two boards in the seme field, should con-
cemtrate duties in one board but should not go too far in lodging power
in the governor. Mr. Lambie suggested adding as the third purpose to

be served by reorganization (3) securing visability.

Mr., Allin seid that he still wanted to know to whom the boards would be
responsible, as there can be nmo concentration of power unless know ult-
jmate authority. Mr. lambie suggested providing for "appointment to
boards by the governmor" to answer this need.

Mr. Gaus wondered whethe +the League wished to formulate the principle
of making the governor the chief executive of the state, responsible for
appointing heads of departments which shall be functionally organized.
The discussion seems to have brought out opposition to this principle.
Mr. Allin said that we have adopted the theory of separation of powers
and checks and belences as vested in boards which would be changed by
such a proposal. Mr. Lambie said that he could see no objection to
appo@ntments by the governor as now. Mr., Gillam said thet the differ-
ence would be thet the boards are not now appointed by each governor as
he comes into office. Miss Vells asked if the government is so organized
that the governor could be held responsible, Mr. Gaus thought this =
deteil that could be omitted. Mr. Gillem agreed with him that should
omit the phrase 'appointments by the governor" suggested by Mr. Lambie.

Mrs, Wittich seid that she would like to ocsll the committee together again
as soon as the Interim Committee's report is submitted to ask practical
aguestions on the bills,

There followed informal discussion on the subject of the direct primary.

After further informal discussion, the meeting edjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Emily Child, Secretary
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November 17th,
1924

mbers of the
Ccmwttee on
organizetion: -

I am sending you & revised copy of the minutes of the September
2%rdmeeting of the Citizens' Committee on State Reorganization.
Through error, &n uncorrected copy of the minutes was sent you

a few deys ago. Please destroy and substitute the copy enclosed.

I also enclose, at Mrs. Wittich's request, a copy of the.standards
as advised by the CommHPe, drawn up by our Efficiency 1in
Government Committee, presented to the State Convention at

st. Peul in October end edopted by the Minnesota League of Women

Voters.
Sincerely yours,

C? 7 f‘/’r "41{
LAAAAA-A]; AL

EC cke Emily Child, Secretary




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
November , 1924

BXTRACT FROM A BILL
FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AND REGULATING MARRIAGE AND MARRIAGE
LICENS®ES, PROVIDING FOR THE LEGITIMATION OF CHILDREN BY EX
POST FACTO MARRIAGES, AND REPEALING, CONSOLIDATING, end EX-
TENDING EXISTING LAWS IN RELATION TO MARRIAGE

BE IT EVACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Marriage may hereafter be validly contracted in this state
only after a license has been issued therefor by the clerk of the district
court (hereinafter referred to as the license official) end in the manner

following:

1. Before any person authorized by the laws of this state to solemnize
marriages (hereinafter referred to as the celebrant) by declsring in the
prescence of at leesst two competent witnesses other than such celebrant,
that they take etcch other as husband and wife; or

2. In accordence with the customs, rules and regulations of any
religious society, denominetion or sect to which either of the parties may
belong, by declering in the presence of at least two competent witnesses,
thet they teke each other as husband and wife.

(This section would aboljsh for the future, common lew marricges by
reouiring a license end a celebretion for sll valid merriages. So fer as
celebration is concerned, an exception is mede in behalf of certsin
religious orgenizetions (as the Minnesota law now does for Quakers - 7104 G.S.
1913) by providing that the parties mav take esch other as husband and wife
in the presence of two witnesses and without & minister or other suthorized

re-

person to solemnize the merriage. ] cases, however, a license i

aguired. The present Minnesota law recuires & license (7094 G.S. 1913) and

& celebration (7096 G.S. 1913) but common law marriasges are alsc authorized
by judicial decision (22 Minn. 528, 122 Minn. 407.)

Section 1 of this bill is found in the Act endorsed by the Commissioners
on Uniform Stete Laws; it is slso in the Wisconsin lew. Seventeen states

3

have sbolished common lew marricge.)
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My dear Cheirman: -
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Telephone: Atlantic 1171
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Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
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I am sending you this letter with the reouest that you refer
it to vour League officer in charge of finence, if you have
one .

I em planning to send out a letter very
annual treasurer's report.
be plenning their finances ahead; where
It occurs to me thet from the Lesgues that

their auotas.

soon conteining the
Bach League sbout this time will
end how best to raise

successfully raised their ouots lest year should come som

very stimulating suggestions.

Won't you write us what you

think was your most successful money-raising stunt? Do you
consider the time and effort spent in money raising harms or

helps your League?

I would very much apprecicste 2 response and en early one 80

thet we may auote yvou in the treasurer's letter.

Sincerely yours,
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STATE BOARD MERTING
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
November 21st, 1924
Minutes
Treasurer's Report

Report of Executive Secretar v

Report on Lotel Leeagues
Recommendations submitted from the Executive Committee

on One-Day Schools for Voters Mrs. Wittich

m

lour

on "Passing the Torch"

Report from Department of International
Cooperation to Prevent Wwar Mrs. Hergreaves

Child Lebor Amendment VMrs, Ueland
Retificetion Committees

Delegations to state legislsators
Publicity

Proposed lMarriage Bjl]

Appointments

New Business

Plens for state board meeting in January
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My

You undoubtedly know that the Child Labor Amendment, permitting Congress to
legislate for the protection of children in industry, has passed Congress
and been submitted to the individuel states for ratification.

The subject .of the welfare of children, whether in this state or in the co?nt-
ry as e-whofe, is one in which women are perticularly cnncerped end for wh?ch
they feel & large measure of responsibility. The League of Women Voters, in

cooperation with other national organizations of women, supported the amend-

ment during its consideration by Congress.

It is our hope that the Minnesota legisleture will ratify the amendmen? early
in the coming session. In order that the public may b? 1nform?d on th}s sub-
ject, we shall attempt in the coming months to supply information on the
Child Labor Amendment to voters all over the state.

To do this it is imperative that we have & representative in each county with
whom we can correspond and to whom we cen send special publicity material
and printed meterial for general distribution.

I am writing to ask you to serve as Child Welfare cheirman in your county %o
represent our state committee locally in getting informetion on the amendment
before the public. We believe that your &ssistance will be most valuable and
that we can depend upon you to do &ll in your power to prepere the way for
ratification of the amendment in Minnesota. We believe you may be 1nter?sted
in seeing the enclosed small pemphlet on the Child Lsbor Amendment3 end if
you feel thet you cen accept this eppointment, we will at once send you other
meterial and suggestions.

i i i Mo
An sddressed card is enclosed for your convenience in replying promptly. Mey
we ask that you send it back to us immediately so that ®e may not be in doubt

s to your decision.
Very sincerely vours,

Mrs. Bugene Dieudonne, Chairman,
Committee on Child Welfare
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My dear Chairman: Cedk Card srnc.

Efficiency in Government

November 29, 1924

You have undoubtedly read some of the newspaper statements that have appear-
ed recently setting forth objections to the Child Labor Amendment. I do not
need to tell you how misleading much of this propagande has been.

To help you know the facts, we have arranged for & luncheon meeting at which
Miss Wells will speak on the amendment. It will be held in the Gold Room

of the Radisson Hotel in Minneepolis, Saturday, Dec. 6th at 12:30 p.m. with
W.I. Nolan, Lieutenant Governor elect, presiding. We hope that you can come
and that you will extend the invitation te others interested. Miss Wells
has just returned from an absence of several weeks in the East and has much
valuable informetion to giwe you.

We are sending you under aseparste cover mimeographed material on the amend-
ment end urge you to see that it reaches the attention of every individual
in the community whose opinion carries weight. Will you also take it to
local newspaper editors and ask their cooperation in publishing it.

I suggest that you plan for a delegation to see your state senstor and rep-
resentetives as soon &s possible, to ask their support for the amendment.
It is necessary thet the members of this delegation understend the amend-
ment thoroly and that they be prepared to meet objections to it.

I would also like to ask that you do what you can to secure favorable action
on the amendment by club and church groups. I enclose & list of the na-
tionsl organizetions that are actively supporting the smendment. Favor-
eble action by their local groups is very important.

Please return the enclosed card promptly. I hope you will mske an effort
to attend the luncheon and to bring others with you, as we need to come to-
gether in this way if we are to understand £he amendment and work for it
effectively.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Andreas Ueland
Chairman Legisletive Council
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Iy dear Member of the Minnesota Legisleture:
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I am writing to invite you to attend 2 luncheon meeting
in Minneapolis on Saturdayj December 6th, at which Miss
Marguerite M. Wells will speak on the proposed Child

Labor Amendment to the constitution.

The luncheon will be held in the Gold Room at Hotel

Radisson at 12:30 P.M.
Governor elect, presiding.

of ORGANIZATION ASSOCIATED FOR RATIFICATION OF THE

with W.I. Nolen, Lieutenanty

State officers of nation-~
al orgenizetions included in tke national committee

CHIIDREN'S AMENDMENT, will be present.

In view of the wide spread interest in the amendment, I
am sure you will be interecsted in heering the facts thet
We hope it will be possible

Miss Wells will present.
for you to come to hear her on Saturday.
telephone our office for reservetions.

Sincerely yours,

Please write or
(Luncheon 75 cents)

Mrs. Andreas Ueland
Choirman Legislastive Council




Minnesote League of Women Voters
December 1, 1924

OPINIONS ON THE CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

s
Recognized Legel Authorities

STATEMENT BY ROSCOE POUND
DEAN OF HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

"1t is ergued that the child labor amendment violates the principle
of the Constitution in thet it interferes with the equilibrium between
state and nation. But the 12th, 14th, 15%th, 18th and 19th smendments
did the same thing, and the proposition that there were implied limite-
tions upon the amending power which would be infringed by such an amend-
ment was definitely disposed of by the Supreme Court of the United States
in the cases involving the 18th emendment.

"On the other hand it is argued that Congress would be certain %o
abuse the power given by the amendment, and that therefore it 1is highly
dengerous. The power given to Congress is one %o prohibit child labor
within certain limitse. 1f in carrying out this prohibition Congress acted
arbitrarily and unreasonably, the 5th amendment which applies to g1l feder-
al action could be invoked. I see no reason %o doubt that the exercise
of powers given %o Congress by %this amendment would be subject to the
game limiteftion as &are ell other powers given it by the Constitution. In
fact the Supreme Court of the United States has always Been jealous of
gocial legislation, end I suppect that the tendency would be to limit
exercise of this power rather than to turn it completely loose.

"I have read attentively the voluminous literature that has come
out upon this subject recently in which some very good lawyers have ex-
pended the resources of ingenious advocacy in conjuring up bogies in
this connection. I% should be remembered thet excellent lawyers have al-
reys done this with respect to every importent measure sn our history. We
certainly have never had & greater lawyer in this country than James Kent.
But he thundered against the Louisiana purchase as unconstitutional, re¥-
‘olutionary and subversive of Americen ingtitutions. Nothing that I have
read about the child 1abor amendment paints @ gloomier picture for the
future than that which this eminent lawyer painted in his oppesition to

acquisition by the United Stetes of & territory which would make it (he
1

claimed) an American empire.’

MENT BY GEORGE P. COSTIGAN, JR.
OF JURISPRUDENCE
ey, Catifornia
'I do not believe that the Child labor Amendment ocan be construed to
guthorize Congressional action free from the properly applicable restraints
conteined in the first twelve smendments of the FPederal Constitution.
In my judgement it would take an express provision in the amendment it-
se1f to eliminate the restraints contained in the earlier amendments.




SOR OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
UTIVE“SITY

”T he Amendment ssems to me quite properly drawn. The age might
have been put ot sixteen instead of eifhteen, but since we are not
dealing with legislation but with legislative power, I think it was
necessary to put the age st eighteen in order to enable Congress %o enact
uniform measures for the whole country dealing with the employment of

persons under eighteen et night and in dengerous trades. I think we can

forsee what Congress is likely to do by locking at the child labor legis=
lation which was & ttempted a few years ago and which, without this
Amendment, was declared unconstitutional. The results of that legislation
while it was in force, were most sstisfoctory. They indicate to me that
the adootlon of the emendment now proposed is the only practical ﬂ“y for
us in America to deal with a problem whlch since Lord Shaftesbury's time
has been similarly dealt with in England.’

MENT BY MANLEY O. FUDSCV
E' "BS

STATEMENT BY WILLIAM DRAPER LEWIS
DEAN OF UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW SCHOOL

"One of %he most absurd assertions made in connection with this
emendment is that, if adopted, it would enable Congress to control the
education of all the children of the country up to their eighteenth year.
I.don't suppose any lewyer makes this argument in good faith, but some
of th n in Mossachusetts have lent themselves to what I am reluctantly
obliged co consider a deliberate misrepresentation which has temporarily
deceived & good many people. An act to regulete education under the guise
of a Chlld labor law would receive certein and quick condemnation by the
court,"

" —-the Child Lebor Amendment when adopted will be subject to the
provisions of the 5th amendment of the 50ﬁst1tu‘1on which prohibits Con-
gress from exercising any of its powers in such e way as to de pflve any
person of life, liberty or property without due proces of law."

"___while mo one would desire & low prohibiting ell labor of all
children under 18 years of age, it is absolutely essential to prohibit
certain labor, as labor connected with dangerous machinery, of all persons
under 18 years of age.

"Bach word of the amendment as now written was considered from
every possible angle by those of us employed in the drafting and by members
of the Committee of the Senate and House. I personclly preferred the
word "labar" to "employment" because I felt that "employment" might not
include that form of sweatshop labor in which a man works his own children.
I believe that it is absolutely essentiel if the worst forms of child ex-
ploitetion are to be stopped, that Congress should have the power fto
enact legisletion that would stop the exploitation of children in sweat=-
shops."




FEDERAL STANDARDS OF CHILD LABOR LEGISIATION

by
Miss Isabel Lawrence, St. Cloud, Minn.
Chaeirman Committee on Education
Minnesota League of Women Voters

The two federal child labor laws of 1916 and 1919 worked out an experiment
of the utmost value to the people of the United States. These lawz did
not specifically prohibit or regulate the employment of children. The
1916 law (in operation for nine months) prohibited the shipment of pro-
ducts of child labor in interstate or foreign commerce. The 1919 law (in
operation for two years) taxed child-employing indistries.

The stendards set up in these two laws were the same and indicate what we
may expect in the way of federal legislation under the amendment if it is
passed. They were:

1. No children under 14 years to be employed in mills,
cenneries, workshops, fectories or manufacturing
establishments.

No children under 16 years to be employed in mines
end guarries.

Children between 14 and 16 years to work not more
than 8 hours & day end six days a week; no night work
(after 7:00 P.M. or before 6:004.M.) for children

off these ages.

It will be seen that these are in truth minimum standerds that heve the sup-
port of enlightened public opinion thruout the whole country. It is & mat-
ter of vital concern to the general welfere of our country thet tlese
steandards be established for the United States as a whole.

As to the fear that states' rights will be invaded - when shall we wzke up
to the chenges going on in these United States? Voters ere chenging resi-
dence from one state to enother so often thet a million were disfranchised
at the lest election, Economic issues are compelledto ignore state lines.
A single manufacturing corporation hes twenty branches in as many states.

A load of children crosses the stete line in futher's second hand Ford, to
gEo to work in industrialized labor under a foreman, their age end physical
condition subject to no state laws. They grow up to swell the three mil-
lion netive Americans who can neither reed nor write, in spite of the fact
thet "nearly every state has compulsory educotion lews." Must New Jersey
care for the educution of Pennsylvania children who stream over her borders
to work? Must the same stote educete children transported thers by New
York City's menufacturers? Crowds of these children are furnishing cheap
labor in branch plants in New Jersey, out of the reach of New York's super-
ior c¢hild labor laws.

The migratory game birds esre proteected by the federal law. Shall we not
consider the children of the country es equelly worthy of protection?




Synopsis of Talk on

CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

by
Mrs. F. W. Wittich
I.
CHILD LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES

1,060,000 children between ages 10 and 15 at gainful
occupations according to census of 19230 taken in January,when
all children should have been in school - no vacation period
anywhere. This means that at that time 1 child in every 13
children in U. S. between 10 and 15 worked; 1 in every 8 at
14 years of age; and 1 in every 5 at age of 15. At that time
a federal child labor act was being enforced so that it 18
safe to assume there are many more employed since that law
was declared unconstitutional by Supreme Court.

Types of work — quarries, mills, factories, mines, farms, beet
fields, canneries, etc. Also, all kinds of
work contracted for by parents or guardians with employers
in which work children younger than 10 years are also engaged.

Regults of child labor -—

Disease such as tuberculosis - many such cases develop

as direct result of child labor.

Digabilities and fatalities - statistics from U. S. Depts
of Labor show that people
under 18 have much higher rate of accidents when manipu-
lating machines and when engaged at extra hazardous work
than older ones. Recent investigations among children
between ages 13 and 16 in one location in Pa. where 978
were employed in and about the mines, 18 per cent had
suffered accidents.

Grime — much of which can be traced to overwork of chil-
ren resulting in dissatisfaction with life -
state must care for them in prisons and other
ingtitutions.
Fducational disadvantages — which account to a great degree
to the fact that the U.S.stands
10th in rank among the nations of the world in illiteracy
and that during the war it was discovered that almost 25
per cent (84.9? of the men in our army could neither read
or write.

II.

NECESSITY FOR A CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

Of the separate states in all the time of our industrizal
development and the entire life of this dountry, only 13 have
provided laws to proteet children that measured up to all the
gtandards get for child labor in the two laws passed by Congres:a
s0 that it is apparent that the states as such nave failed to
develop a consciousness oF¥ the preservation of their children

as they have for game, forests, etc.

_ "It may perhaps be said that the develorirng tendency
in our ochild labor legislation has been to establisn an age, an
educational, and a physical standard which a child must attain
before he can be employed in specific occupationse; to regulate
the hours during which he may work during the firset few years
of employment and prohibit from certain especially hazaxrdous
occupations. The enforcement is thru a work-permit system usu-
ally administered by the public schools and thru inspection of
the place of employment."

Provisions of the two federal laws — both contained these mini-
mum standards -
Age minimum - 1. " In mills, canneries, factoriés, workshops and
manufacturing establishments: 14 years
(without exemptions) -
3. In mines and quarries: 16 years(without ex-
‘ emptions)




Bducational minimum — None

Physical minimum - None
Maximum hours for children under 16 - In mills, canneries,
workshops and manufacturing establishments: 8 hours a day

and 6 days 4 Wweeke.

Prohibition of night work for children under 16 — In mills,
canneries, factories, workshops and manufacturing estab-
lishments. Between 7 P.M. and 6 A.M.

So early as 1908 attempts were made in Congress to regulate this
evil and were sponsored by such people as Beveridge and Lodge.

First law passed Congress in 1916 to become operative one year
later, preventing the products of child Rabor from being shipped
between states. Taken to courts by southern mill owners as vio-
lating right of contract. Operated nine monthes before it was
declared unconstitutional by a four to five decision. The minoxr-
ty expression of opinion was voiced by Chief Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes who said among other things, "This law did not
meddle with anything belonging to the states". Other Justices
voting with Holmes were (Clark, McKenna, Brandeis.

1919.-- another law passed by Congress placing a 10 per cent tax
of the annual profites of establishments employing children in
violation of age and hour standards laid down in act. Operated
three years — estimated that 1t freed 150,000 children from fac-
tory service alone. Again contested in courts by employers of
children. Supreme Court declared it unconstitutional on the

grounds that Congress was attempting an tabuse of Federal taxing
powexr",

These experiences prove that Congress does not now have power to
legislate affecting child labor so that only an amendment to the
Constitution can give it such power.

III.

THE AMENDMENT ITSELF

It is an enabling amendment giving Congress the power TO limit,
regulate and prohibit the labor of persons under 18 years of age.
It was prepared by and with the advice of renowned attorneys and
constitutional lawyers of this country and was gubmitted to many
such for their opinions before being presented to Congress for
action. Most of these men expressed the opinion that while they
were not eager to see the Constitution amended promissuously,
they favored giving Congress the power of federal regulation of
child labor on economic, social and humanitarian grounds,. Some CI
these men were the Deans of the Law Schools of Harvard, Stanford,
Michigan and Pennsylvania. Other pminent supports of the amend-
ment are President Coolidge, John W. Davis, R. LaFollgetve, 23
organizations national (1isted on page 31 of League's parphlet).
Congress vote — House 2397-69 ESS mnore than theé necess 2/3)
Senate 81-33 5 more than the néccesa 2/3)

- ~

Opponents — Both times legislation was fought oy manuls turing
interests and people ermploying children and profit-
ing financially. (List on page 31 of League's publication).

Many attorneys and constitutional lawyers would have
us believe their sincerity in desiring to abolish child labor
but base their objections to an amendment upon legal technicali-
ties centering about the meanings of certain words and wpon
their firm convictions concerning states rights. It is & great
pity these technical objections were not raised when the amend-
ment was before Congress for action rather than now when it comes
$o the states for ratification. These objectors find themselves
in the embarrassing situation of being used by the organizations
fighting the amendment for their own firancial gain resulting
from the exploitation of children.




OBJECTIONS RAISE

The use of the word "labor" instead of employment. Used be-
cause employment refers only to the contract between employer
nd the employed which would not include the children whose
parents and guardians contract for the work and where the

employer never sees the children.

[

right to regulate etc. up to 18 years of age. This is
ranting to Congress what each state now has, in fact,
imite Congress to the 18 limit while the states can leg-
te up to any age and do so, (For instance, no women of
age may work in coal mines) Just as no state has ever
this right unreasonably so it may be supposed that Con-
would not do so. If it ever did use its power to the
nother Congress could undo what one did. Not likely
s never used to the limit ite taxing power or that
re war or others. Moreover legislation passed by
under the amendment is subject to the restrainte of
e "pill of righte" contained in the first ten amendments
the Constitution and governing all later amendments. The
rovision of the 5th amendment that "no person shall be de-
ived of life, liberty or property without due procees of

w" particularly limits Congressional action as it affects

ML

individual.
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States versus Federal Righte — It ie an interstate problem.
Children migrate from one state to another at seasonal OCCU-
pations such as canning in which ca=e educational authorities
cannot touch them.

Also, competition of products — products of child labor can
be sold cheaper. Also, states with good laws and high stan-
dards at disadvantage with other less progreesive states.

Invasion of family rights — States now have that privilege
to same extent it could ever be used by Congress.

Revolutionary and disloyal - ridiculous when we consider who
the proponents of the amendment are.

Difficulties of enforcement — no difficulty of enforcing two
previous laws. Ohildren's Burcau one of most efficient in Fed-
eral Govt. Had splendid cooperation of state authorities al-
ready in existence for that purpose.
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Compare with enforcement of prohibition legislation. Prohibi-
tion force had to be established new and is recruited by ap-
pointment. Children's Bureau personnel recruited thru Civii
Service Commission by competitive examination system.

No reason to suppose other child labcer
be enforced as well as previous laws.
months and the other for 3 years.

Sentimental point of view. Women,especially ol ek ave a
right to view this question from a human and sy glc.
They feel that it is inherently right ©0 piovect GRilGTan
from being exploited by industrial or othe interssts oz Lat
rial gain and if a constitutioral amendment is the only way

e

to gain such protection,certainly it must be secured in that
way .

Economic point of view. Modern sciertists have proved beyond
refutation that a great many of the problems of physical,
mental and moral dégeneracy originate with the child. Contri-
buting factors toward healthy mental and physical growth, in
children are good food, rest, play and opportunity for
educational development.

Today!s children are tomorrow's citizens., Must a large number
of them be dwarfed in their growth by the evil of child labox
and become an expense to the state and nation later for care
in every way or shall they be encouraged to grow into the
kind of people who build a strong nation and healthy states.
So far as our present vision extends the Child Iabox Ainend-—
ment is the only door that can be mede tTo Cher 2 Way T
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out of exigteiet.
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THE PROPOSED CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

by

William Hodson
(Address delivered before the League of Women
Voters Convention, St.Paul,Minnesota,October
3,1924.)

It is hardly necessary to point out to this audience
that there is a child labor problem in the United States of
such size and proportion as to challenge the attention of the
whole country. Surely no one, whether he believes in the amend-
ment or not., can condone the employment of some 1,100,000 child-
ren between the ages of ten and fifteen in industry and agri-
culture in our country. We are not speaking now of summer vaca-
tion employment at all nor of a considerable number of children
under ten years of age who are gainfully employed. One out of
every twelve children between ten and fifteen is working in a
mine, workshop, factory, or on a farm - one out of every twelve
children is thus being denied the opportunity for wholesome
recreation, necessary education ahd the proper stimulation of
his physical and spiritual growth through the influence of the
home and school. Would you deny your son or daughter the price-
less heritages of childhood or would you deny them to any of the
1,100,000 children less fortunately situated than your own? We
need to think of this problem in its personal application to
appreciate its significance because it is very easy to ignore
the things which affect the other person and not ourselves.

We are told that the southern states are the worst of-
fenders in the employment of children and that the question is
sectional or state, not national. Look at the facts. Of the
total number of children between ten and fifteen employed in the
country, 1,100,000, the distinetly southern states contribute
700,000 and the rest of the country 400,000. It is true the
preponderance is in the south but the whole country is gullty
of child exploitation in greater or lesser degree, and what is
the result? Rhode Island employs fifteen per cent of ite total
child population between ten and fifteen and 6.5 per cent of its
total population is illiterate, Compare that with Minnesota's
illiteracy rate of 1.8 per cent., Or take Mississippi, which
exploits 25 per cent of its child population and has an illitera-
oy rate of 17.2 per cent. If a considerable percentage of the
people of Rhode Island and Missiesippli and other states are il-
literate, Minnesota will reap a share of the resulting harvest
of ignorance, for mouldy wheat contaminates the whole bin and
lowers its grade.

What shall be done? Shall we sit quietly by after
twenty-five years of agitation to bring all the states up to a
decent minimum of protection and, in the face of failure in many
states, permit the continued exploitation of children through
more weary years of effort to get adequate legislation in one
state after another? I submit to you that the cost to childhood
in terms of happy vigorous life and to the nation in terms of
efficient citizenship is too great. No one deplores saddling
additional powers upon the federal government more than I do,nor
do I underestimate the values contained in the principle of
states! rights, but I am willing to yield any theory I hold in
the face of convineing facts, and the facts clearly indicate the
necd for federal legislation, which the passage of the amendment
would make possible.

In this connection, however, we should remember that
*he amendment expressly reserves to the states the power to make
Lnc administer child labor laws which are not in conflict with
federal lawes on the same subject. In other words, broadly speak-
ing, the states may have the best legislation they can devise
but they cannot be content with the woret when it falls below
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the standard set by Congress. The child labor amendment would
make possible the curtailment of the privilege now exercised by
some states of permitting inadequate protection for children;
it would not invade the right of the state to protect childhood
more abundantly. This statement is sUpported by Section 2 of
the amendment, which reads as follows:

"The power of the several states is unimpaired by
this article except that the operation of state laws
shall be suspended to the extent necessary to give
effect to legislation enacted by the Congress.™

No informed person will deny that the amendment gives
Congress broad power to legislate concerning any and all types
of labor which children under eighteen may engage in: It is
undoubtedly true that more power is given than Congress may ever
be called upon to use, but how short-sighted it would be for the
friends of the amendment to undertake the laborious effort of
amending the constitution only to find at some future time that
the power of Congress was inadequate to meet pressing needs
which may arise in the future and which cannot now be foreseen.

But, say our opponents, Congress may abuse this power
and pase drastic legislation which will completely destroy the
initiative of the states. To those who hold this point of view
I put these questions: Have you lost faith in the American form
of government and in democracy? Do you regard Congress as your
legislative body or as a foreign, alien group for which you are
not responsible and which is not responsible to you? If the pro-
posed child labor amendment gives Congress broad power which
might be abused, what about the sixteenth amendment giving Cone-
gress the power "to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from what-
ever source derived, without apportionment among the several
states and without regard to any census or enumeration." Our
federal supreme court has pointed out that the power to tax is
the power to destroy. No more sweeping power could possibly be
lodged in the federal government thah the sixteenth amendment
confers upon it, for under this provision Congress controls 1in a
measure the purse of every citizen in the country. Has Congress
confiscated anybody's income or otherwise abused and outraged
the rights of any citizen? Prior to the passage of the sixteenth
amendment the taxing of incomes was the exclusive right of the
states. I know of no desire on the part of our citizenship t0
bring about the repeal of the amendment because of abuse by
Congress of the tremendous authority which it confers.

Let us turn to a consideration of the age limit of
eighteen years fixed in the child labor amendment. It has been
asserted that a person of seventeen years does not need protec- -
tion against cxploitation and that sixteen or some other age :
should have been determined upon. Of course any age limit would
be more or less arbitrary and would be objected to by some as
either too high or too low. The amendment secks to make possible
the protection of persons who have not attained their full mental,
physical and - moral stature. Various laws differcntiate be-
tween the child and the adult at varying age limits. The child
becomes an adult for voting purposes at twenty-one. Modern ju-
venile court legislation gives the court Jjurisdiction over chil-
dren under eighteen years. A boy in Minnesota may contract mar-
riage at eighteen. Girls under eighteen are protected by our
carnal knowledge statutes and many of our state child labor laws
now have provisions against the employment of children under
eighteen in dangerous occupations. Illustrations might be mul-
tiplied to show that eighteen years of age is not an unreasonable
limit to adopt as the point up to which state and federal pro-
tection is desirable.
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Some people have been troubled by the fact that th
proposed child labor amendment uses the words "labor of persons
under eighteen years of age" instead of the words "employment
of persons, % etc. It is obviously true that the word "labor"
is broader and more inclusive in its content than the word
"employmenti ™ and that the terms of the amendment give Congress
the power to regulate and prohibit the labor of children in
their own homes. What is the justification of this result?

1 illustration will demonstrate the wisdom of using the broad-
er term. The sweatshops of New York City make contracts with
men who are usually the fathers of young children, by which
these men take a certain amount of work each week or month into
their homes and the whole family is regularly engaged each day
in completing these contract jobs. The young children work
long hours, in unsanitary conditions, and are in effect employed
by the sweatshops to the detriment of their health, education
and well-being, but technically and legally they are not employed
because the sweatshops do not enter infto a contract or agreement
to empiocy the children at all; the contract is with the falther.

Again in three Rhode Island cities it was recently
found that 5000 children were engaged in industrial home work.
Four per cent of these children were under six years of age and
forty-six per cent were under eleven. The children engaged in
stringing tags, assembling buttons, wiring beads, and other forms
of work. Such exploitation was possible in Rhode Island because
the laws of that state did not make the very distinction which
the child labor amendment seeks to make by using the word "labor™",
Thus we see that children may labor without being strictly em-
ployed. If the amendment is to avoid technicalities of this
sort, it must use the word labor instead of employment and we
shall have to rely upon the common sense of Congress in exercis-
ing its power wisely. Again the pessimists and those who dis—
trust the federal legislative branch will have gloomy forebodings
but the rest of us can be assured that technicalities will not
hamper Congress in affording complete protection for childhood
whether they labor for industry in the shop or the home.

The advocates of the child labor amendment are not sen-
timentalists who discount the value of work and regular home
tasks for children. Reasonable men and women everywhere recog-
nize the value of a proper balance between work, play and educa-
tion; likewise reasonable men and women everywhere agree that
there must be some limitation upon the work which a child does.
He clearly should not engage in occupations dangerous to his
health and morals; he should not work when he ought to be in
school; he should not work ten or twelve hours a day nor for
seven daye in a week; such limitations and prohibitions are
found in the progressive state child labor laws of the country;
in other states the protection afforded is wholly inadequate.
The important question to be asked concerning any particular
employment for the child is this -~ does the occupation contri-
bute on the whole to his growth and development or does it sap
his vitality, keep him out of school, and leave him eventually
an ignorant, undernourished, weak and inefficient citizen? We
believe in labor for the child which is not an end in itself
but a means to his development, we condemn the exploitation of
childhood in industry or anywhere else, and we declare that the
intent and purpose of the child labor amendment is to "prevent
the reaping of the human crop in the springtime" - to assure
for all children the heritage of work, play, education, and

spiritual growth which many now enjoy.

Are these purposes and the proposed constitutional
amendment to affect them foreign to the structure and ideals
of our government? Is the amendment socialistic and revolu-
tionary? If so, America has the most distinguished array of
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revolutionaty individuals and organizations the world has ever
looked upont President Coolidge, General Dawes, John W. Davis,
G. W. Bryan, Robert M. LaFollette, Burton Wheeler, The Republi-
can, Democratic, and Progressive parties, the American Federa—
tion of Labor, the American Legion, the League of Women Voters,
and hundreds of thousands of plain citizens who have endorsed
the amendment. When bigoted minds weary of argument they begin
calling bad names in order to obscure the issue and to arouse
unthinking prejudice - that is why the amendment is referred
t0 as socialistic. The term is absurdly grotesque as applied
to federal regulation of child labor.

There is a game familiar to children called "hunting
for gougers.™ The gullible child of a group is told that the
woods of the neighborhood are full of gougers that can be caught
after dark by holding a lighted candle in front of an open bag,
but one must have patience because sometimes as much as two
hours of quiet watching is necessary to lure the wiley gOouUgers.
Meanwhile dhe other children agree to deploy themselves about
the woods and drive the gougers toward the light and the open
bag. While the too faithful child waits, his mates return home
and "bust" themselves with laughter over the scene in the woods.

The opponents of the child labor amendment have gone
"gouger-hunting". So persistently have they worked and so tho-
roughly have they stimulated their imaginations that, unlike
the luckless child, they have drawn myriads of young and old,
fat and lean, real and unreal child labor gougere into their
bags. Here is a sharp-nosed, angular creature with fox eyes,~
he is labelled "the fraud of the child labor amendment,"
Another is big, raw-boned, full-bearded, bearing a torch and
spiked club,~ he is known as "the revolutiomary and socialistic
child labor amcndment." There are other gougers too dangerous
and too numerous to mention for the fears of the opponents of
the amendment have bred progeny of fantastic character and
over-whelming number. Surely the country will not be deceived
by such nonsense nor turned from its noble purposes by idle
words. As has been said by a great friend of children in the
United States, "There is a child welfare minimum in our democ—
racy that will make democracy worth saving by insisting that
every child must have his full individualized chance."

I quote from Vachel Lindsay:

"Letnot young souls be smothered out before

They do quaint deeds and fully flaunt their pride
It is the world's one crime, its babes grow dull,
Its poor are ox-like, limp and leaden-eyed.

Not that they starve, but starve so dreamlessly,
Not that they sow, but that they seldom reap,

Not that they serve, but have no gods to serve,
Not that they die, but that they die like sheep."
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Hotel Radisson on Saturday, December 8th at 12:30 P,.M.

Price 75 Cents

. . . . e
Send me copies mimeegraphed material on the Amendment

copies leng printed pamphlet (white)
copies short printed pamphlet (yellow)

Name

Address

Members of the RATIFICATION COMMITTEE FOR THE CHILDREN'S

AMENDMENT are invited to attend a luncheon in the Gold

Room of the Radisson Hotel, Saturday, Dec. 6 at 12:30 P.M.
Miss Marguerite M. Wells '

SUBJECT: "The Story of the Amendment"

This luncheon is open to the public. Please help us
extend the announcement to everyone.

Phone At. 1171 for reservations Price 75¢




THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

MRS. ANDREAS UELAND, Honorary President : = 2 s $
Al 1E it 1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Telephone: Atlantic 1171

DIRECTORS OFFICERS STANDING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
- ; oo i Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson
Mrs. R. M. Bennett, Minneapolis President P : 0N,
M G B Nerolte "9 e i . Protection of Women in Industry
)::—5_ ‘i,\ H. ’PI}]:J:[:-' blt\lifn;:t-l;lum]is Miss Marguerite M. Wells Mrs, Eugene Dicudonne, Child Welfare
Mrts. W. C. Cobb, Brainerd First Vice-President Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education :
Mio T F D, Miichon Albert Lea Mrs: Frederick W. Wittich }:'n ?[_‘rtha D:Ee]l] L:I\WS. II.,!\'m]g Costs
Mie B N Markle L i 53 Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. R. N. Marble, Duluth :-;}:‘con‘ri \-'!c_(:-l’rc'sinjcm Mrs. John M. Gaus, = :
Mrs. C. Reinold Noyes > \]'uh[ic Health and Social Hygiene
— = 4 Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Third Vice-President il AR s LTV Rl S, .
ConcrESSIONAL DistricT ViICE-PRESIDENTS Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight meandiss Usind, Sty Lopsiathe Coudsl]
‘ Jer e DEPARTMEN CHAIRMEN
Mrs. W. G. Tull, Fairmont, Second District “;‘;_.._:‘1](;-?:\:::1—%';‘...”1 s ?T \{-““k“ s
Mrs. P. M. l%la‘.-io_c, Northfield, Third District ey T SR
Mrs. A, J. McGuire, 5t. Paul, Fourth District Treasurer mF MR \\"tt'F-h
Mrs 5. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District Mrs. Harold G. Cant i i ]
Mrs. (G. W. Friedrich, St. Cloud, Sixth District ¥
Mrs. M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District ‘ : 4 d
Mrs. C. C. Colton, Duluth, hth District Executive Secretary Office Secretary

to Prevent War

Efficiency in Government

Miss | ll;n'_\' Warren, Tenth District Miss Emily Child Mrs. Barry N. Collins

December 3
1924

My dear Member of the Legislature:

I am sending for your consideration & pamphlet on the
Child labor Amendment, since I am sure you will wish
to be familiar with this publication showing why the
women's organizetions listed on the first page are
supporting the amendment.

We also have other material in mimeograph form such

as the speech on the amendment made at our state con-
vention by William Hodson, formerly Chief of the Minn-
esota's Children's Bureau; & synopsis of a recent talk
on the amendment by Mrs. F.Vi,Wittich, chairman of our
department of efficiency in government, and extracts
from letters giving the opinions of nationally recog-
nized legal authorities on the amendment. We shall be
glad to send you upon recuest any of this material
that you may wish to see.

Yours very truly,

Miss Marguerite M. Wells
President
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December 10, 1924
My dear Child Welfare Chairman:

Newspapers both in the city and throughout the state are flooded with
letters from the opponents of the Child Labor Amendment giving argu-
ments that may and ought to be refuted, Letters in reply have very
much more influence if they come from various parts of the state.
Therefore, I em going to ask your help.

Mill you go to two or three influential lawyers, taking to them the
material we have sent you, calling their attention to the opinions

of Dean Pound of the Harvard Law School, Dean Lewis of the Univer-
gity of Pennsylvania, Senator George . Pepper, who did more than
anyone else in formulating the amendment--both of these latter
being the most able constitutional lawyers in the Semate. TFer-
haps one or more of your local lawyers will write a letter to the
papers answering some of the sbjections that opponents of the
measure have mistakenly brought forth. Please be wntiring in
getting such a letter as it is extremely important. The letter
ought to be sent not only to your local papers but to one of

the papers in St. Paul and one of the Minneapolis papers.

e need equally letters to the papers answering other than le-

gal objections. Using all the material at your disposal and your
own experience, will you or some woman whom you may select for the
purpose, write to the papers at once. If you prefer, you may

send your letters to us and we will get them to the newspapers.

It would be a shame if the friends of the amendment were less
vigilant and less devoted than the opponents and I have been dis-
appointed that so few letters for the amendment have been carried
by the papers. I know that your heart is in this cause and I do
hope that you will write & letter and get others to write.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Mells, President




MINUTES
STAT? BOARD MRETING
MINNESOTATLEAGUS OF WOMEN VOTSRS

£ regulsr meeting of the Board of the Minnesota Leegue of Women Voters wes held
at the home of Mrs, F, W. Wittich, November, 21, 1924. The meeting wes called
to order at 10:30 A.M. with Mres. Ueland presiding. The following members were
Pr-osent: Mrs, Ueland, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs, Colton, Mrs. Friedrich, Miss Lawrence,
Mrs. McKnight, Mise Roth, Mrs, Collins, Miss Jeffrey, Miss Child, Mre, Thorpe,
Mrgi Hargreaves, Mrs, Dieudonne, Mrs. S. J. Hardy, “Miss Mitchell, Mrs. Marble,
Mrs, J. M. Feus, Mrs., C, M, Denny, Mise Burne.

The minutes of the pre-convention end post-convention meetings were read and
approved.

Treasurer's Report. The following report of the tressurer wes read by Mrs,
Colline for Mrs. Cant: Receipts during the month of October were 31,866.33,
and disbursements were $1,364.40, leeving a belance of $500.93 November 1,and
unpaid bills amounting to $1,548.11.

In the discussion that followed Mrs. Colton reperted that the ouote of the
Duluth League amounting to $60.00 or $75.00 is in the bank there and available
et anv time,

Mrs. McKnight moved the acciptance of the report and it was carried.

Report of Sx-Secretary., Miss Child reported that the sctivities of the L=ague
rcéentlv have concentrated upon three projects, namely: the "Get-Out-The
campaign in this stete, One Dey Schools for Voters, and the Child Labo Amend -
ment. She read & report of Miss Beggin's worl thruout the state, which showed
thet a very Necessery end worthwhile work js being cerried on in the etate
especially in the smaller towns, in stimulating interest in the League and
getting Lesgues esteblished on & sound-working basis, The one-day schools pro-
vided instruction in the procedure and issues of election; end League suggesiions
for getting out the vote were successfully cerried outy The executive committes
submitted the folloring recommendations:
(8) Thet the next Bosrd Meeting be held ut Duluth.
(b) Thet the question of time for holding District
Converences be discussed at thig meeting.
(¢) Thet & Conference of District chairmen and officers with
members of the g§teff be held the dev before or
the dey after the bosrd meetings,

“Tote"
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One Day Schools for Voters. Mrs., Wittich reported that during r ‘period of three
weeks she and Wrgs, Marcley had conducted twenty schools for voters outside
Minneepolis, and that they hed usuelly been assicted by local people in putting
on these schools. There was a total attendance of about 2621 people and the
inclusion of Minneapolis would bring the total to over 3000. The schools cost
the stote only $3.00 ond $40.00 vorth of litersture weas sold. Mrs. Wittich
stoted that she feels that the schools gccomplished much good. The men and
women who acttended the schools were very interested, and meny of them were made
acoucinted with the League vho hud previously known little about it. The Chilg
Labor Amendment interested them especially.

Mrs,

horpe moved that Mrs. Wittich be given & vote of thenks for her devoted
work in

i b
in conducting the schools,

Pesging the Torch Tour. Reports on the tour vere given by several who were
members of this caravan, Mrs, Herdy told of the receptions accorded to her ang
Miss Roth gt Brainerd, Wiedena , Perham, Pellican Repids, Fergus Falls, ﬂleysndrif,
énd Willmer, TIn gll of these towns the people seemed to be enticipsting the
arrivel of the cerasven and in most instances they were welcomed by officials o
the towns end shown many courtesies. Miss Child wee @cked to report the beginning
of the tour, end she tolg how she and Mrs. . V. Kene and Mr. Hurlbut of
Intefnational Falls had worked g1l Sunday érousing interest end enthusiasm that
the carsvan might be started off with & vim, They were very successful, gnd
eighteen cars were in the proceseion when it embarked on its Southward journey.
Mra. McEnight told of the eddresses which she and Mre, Uslend snd Mrs, Hargreaves
had delivered in the churches in Manketo and ‘aribault on Sunday. They deemed
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ChUTChPEl end they felt thet they were ensbled to reeqgh s greut meny people in
this way. The Mankato Leegue hed srranged & luncheon st Dsniel Buck Hall for
them, and Mrs. McKnight sddressed the young women who are studente at the
Teacher's College there.,

Department of International Cooperction to Prevent Wer. Mrs. Hergreaves reported
thet Peace stomps hid been sent out about Armistiocs Day, and thst "World Pesce
Christmas Cerds" are on sele now ct many stores in the cities and in the smaller
towns. She reported ¢ visit that members of the committee mede to Mr, Ship-
stead: He still is very much opposed to the League of Netions and the World
Court. However, his sttitude toward the League of women Voters has changed
considersbly. Mrs. Horgresves also gave ¢ very deteiled aend lucid explsnetion
of the Protocol. At the conclusion of her report, Mrs, Wittich moved thet a
committee be appointed to send a note of gretitude snd appreciastion to the
Minneapolis Tribune for the prize thet was offered. The motion carried.

The cheir appointed Mrs. Thorpe and Mrs. Colton as such committee,
The meeting adjourned st one o'clock for luncheon.
The meeting wes called to order at two o'clock by Mrs. Ueland.

Report of Child Welfare Committee on Organizetion for Amendment Cempaign,

Mrs. Dieudonne stated that there are thirty-eight welfere chairmen in the stote
working with the lesgue to further its legislative work, especisally the Child
Labor Amendment. Pamphlets explaining the emendment heve been sent to all county
chairmen, snd an effort is being mad= to give the public scourate information
concerning this smendment.

Report of Legislative Chairmen. Mre. Ueland reported on the situstion with
regard to the Child Labor Amendment. She stated thet there is o great deal of
opposition to the amendment but this should stimulete us to work a1l the harder
for it. She suggested thet in order to have our stete ratify, we should get
organizations to endorse the smendment. We should c£lso call on our senators and
representetives and sscertein whet stend they will tcke. If they are opposed,

we shall have to plan to educete the people go thet they will, in turn, bring
pressure to becr on the legisletors, so that the smendment ®ill be passed,

Other: ways ‘suggested by Mrs, Uelaund were to heve meetings for the purpose of
‘discussing the emendment, drew up: resolutions at Ladies' Kids end Perent-Teachers
meetings, and work through the churches, She stoted thot e rutificetion committee
was being formed. It was suggested that ¢ committee coll on the governor-elect
to ask him to influence the legislature to pass the amendment. The chair
appointed Mrs. Wittich to srrange such delegation.

The report on the Proposed Merriage Bill was given by Mrs. Gouss She so®d that
it was the desire of those working on the proposed bill to make = really good
merriasge law ruther than merely to abolish common law merricges. Mrs, Gaus
stated that social legislation will heve & hard time for the next few years,

and therefore she would like to have =z committee of five or six to work with her
in planning an educational program. The motion wes made, seconded, snd carrisd
that she add to her committee.

Reports by District Chairmen: Reports were given by Mrs. Colton and Mrs.
Friedrich concerning cotivities in their district They sare hopeful of orgen-
izing new Lecgues in s number of towns. Mrs, Mer e, also, wes called on for n
few remarks.

g
t

New Business. The sppointment of Mrs. C. M. Denny ss Chuirman of Radio Specking
was then announced. She expleined some of the rules governing the rsdio station,
and the policy Ldopted by those in cherge. She ssid that they were planning to
broadcast something in reference to the Child Labor Amendment,

IT WAS VOTED that the invitation of the Duluth League to hold the next bosrd
meeting there be accepted with thenks, Details of the meeting will be left to
Duluth members to work out., It woe thought best to defer the December meeting
of the Bgard and hold the next meeting in January,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. wittich thet the previous idecision of the Board

to theld bienniel conferences. of odd end even numbered districts 'in alternste
reers, be changed so thet, the biennisl conferences mey be planned sceording ‘to the
decision of the Bourd s to where they are most needed. : '

Electo Byrne, Secrstary
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My dear Committee Member: -

The first meeting of the state Ratificetion Committee
for the Children's Amendment will be held in the Nicollet
hotel, at one o'clock on Saturday, January 10th. This
will be & luncheon meeting, price 85 cents.

May I urge that you make every effort to attend th
conference in person and that if you are unsble to come,
you will see that somzone from your organization is
delegated to represent you.

I enclose a copy of the pamphlet recently published on
the Massachusetts situation. I also enclose an addressed
postal for your convenience in making reservation for

yourself or your representative.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs. Andrees Ueland)




An gddress before the
State Convention in 1924

Minnesota League of Women Voters

THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND
Jd M MecConnell
State Commissioner of Education

In what I am to say regarding the Teachers' Retirement Fund I am speeking

as a member of the Boerd of Trustees. That Board consists of five members -
three, ex-officio, the Attorney General, the State Auditor and the State
Commissioner of Education - end two members elected by the Fund Association,
It is my purpose as clearly end briefly as possible to present the facts
releting to this subject in Minnesota.

The policy of old ege retirement has been widely sdopted in both public and
privete occupations snd cen hardly, therefore, be said to be, at this time,
an experiment. Most railroed compenies end very many of the great indus-
trial and financial corporations of the country provide for the retirement
of their employes on a life annuity, after long &nd faithful service. It is
reasontble to suppose, therefore, that such a policy is supported by sound
economic, as well as humanitarien, principles.

Andrew Carnegie, whose ecumen would hardly be ousstioned, endowed & fund to
pension college and university professors. Three-fourths of the states end
meny cities have laws providing for the retirement of public school teachers
on some plen of pension, after various pericds of service.

A good many arguments are asdvanced in support of the policy. Any grgument

in favor of retirement esllowences for teachers, to which the public is essked

to contribute, must be based on better teaching service. Unless & teachers'

retirement fund results in better teachers snd therefore better schools, it

would be difficult to support it as a public enterprise.

The better arguments for it ed on this principle, ss I have found them,
ult of & sound teechers' retirement plan:

gere ebout s follows., As

The teaching profession attracts more and abler persons.

Teachers who desire to make teaching & profession seek employment
in states and cities where favorsble retirement provisions exist,

Persons of sbility tend to remsin in the teaching profession who
otherwise would change to some occupation offering better assurance
for old sge.

Since the work of teaching does not lend itself well to business
enterprise, better school work will result when the ineviteble period
of declining yeers is provided for.

A basis is furnished on which teschers whose usefulness hes passed
because of age or decrepitude may be retired.

Finelly, and from o somewhat different angle, while teachers are not
the only group of deserving public servants, they sre a very import-
ant group, one on which the public welfere is dependent. It would
sppesr to be good public policy, therefore, that such service &asis
rendered through ¢ life time of teaching should be rewerded by some
protection sgainst want in the teacher's declining yesrs.

The plans of retirement cdopted in different states and cities very much in
deteil, but in general their support is provided by contributions both from
the teacher and the state or city. By no mesns all of the plans edopted

in the earlier yecrs of the movement are on & sound financial basis or give
much real assurance to those teachers who have depended on them. More
experience, better business judgment end less sentiment heve resulted more
recently in sound lews in meny states ¢nd cities,

The Minnesota lew passed in 1915 is one of the eerlier laws which has proved
inadecuate in its provisions for support, end is rapidly becoming worth-
less to those who count on it for support, The very serious problem which




corfronts the Boerd of Trustees and the teechers who are concerned is that
of securing an amendment to the law, so as to put the fund on a sound finan-
cial basis. Obviously, it is bad policy for the stete, as well as for the
unfortureate teachers, that the present unsound condition should be allowed
to continue,

The present law exempts the cities of St, Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth from
its terms, and eech of thece has what we have reason to believe is & sound
system of its own.

The law, as it now stands, provides for contributions from the teachers and
from the state. Both are wholly inadeouate. The law contemplates a retire-
ment annuity of $500.00, for which, actuaries inform us, more than $7,000.00
would have to be accumuleted. The amount peid in by the teachers is less

thaen $500.00, during the accumulative period and that contributed by the state,
by means of the one-twentieth of a mill which the law provides, not far from
$200.00. It is cleer that on this basis the anticipeted ennuity cannot be peid.

From the beginning, the Board of Trustees adopted the opinion thet the sums
paid by teachers should be kept intact as & capital investment, the interest
and the state's contributions being used for the payment of ennuities. This
policy, intended to protect the teachers from possible loss of their trust
funds, has resulted in a capital fund of approximately & million dollars, all

ta

invested in higr ocuslity bonds, generally those of school districts.

The amount of the annuity which the Board has been sble to pay has graduvally
declined until for the last year and this, only forty per cent is being paid.
That is, teachers whose expected annuily would be $500.00 are receiving
$200,00, end this smount must decrease as the number of ennuitants increases.
The Board of Trustees, acting on the suggestion end using &n eppropriation of
the 1921 Legislature, employed sctuarial assistance and mede & study of the
fund. To the 1923 Legislature, they recommended én emendment to the law which
they were advised would meke the fund sound. The bill failed to pass.

Having mede minor chenges in the measure, &s proposed in 1923, the Board

feels compelled to offer it agein to the next Le islature in the hope that
the present unfortunste situation may be corrected.

The main features of the measure asdrawn mey be briefly summarized. The

three large cities are still exempt, but provision is made for them to come
under the law, should they at any time desire to do 0.

A1l other public school teschers, teachers in state institutions and public
librarians sre included. Teachers under twenty-five years of age may be exempt
on their reauest from perticipstion in the fund.

$500.00 annuity on which the law 1is
service end must be at least fifty ye

of sge.

The ennuity is created by eousl contributions from the tescher &nd the

the teacher's sha being $65.00 per year during the gccumulative period.

The state's share is to be raised by a one-half mill tax. Should the teacher
1eave the field before the ennuity hes been fully ecrned, she may withdraw her
own money with interest. Should she have taught more then ten yeers, h '
vill be en¥itled annuelly to & pro reta pert o

might ultimately have been entitled,

f the snnuity to which she

[iberal provision is made for the transfer of teachers from the present
pleted fund to the new. Especielly liberal terms are made for thoss who
heve been long in service end for present gnnuitants.
The Board believe hat ’ and to the
that it will be nere P >d whenever it is well understc

ioerd has had opportunity to examine the
i s unenimous in its &pproval of the plen
tunate situetion ought to be relieved im
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The annual State Convention each year is a milestone that marks the year's
progress. This year it narks & more significant period; it makrs the

end of the American political cycle of four years between presidential
elections. Four years ago, when the candidates for President were chosen,
women were not yet enfranchised and when they were voted upon, women were
novices of only ten weeks standing.

Suffrage cane to a generation of wonen born and bred in ignorance and
indifference about the affairs of government. Governnent was none of their
business. They entered an eslectorate that itself fell short of intelligent
interest in politics. The League of Women Voters met the situation squarely.
Without an instant's delay, it set out upon a campaign to get out the vote
and to make that vote intelligent that has lasted from that day to this.

In Mimesota, the campaign has been wnremitting. By schools and conferences,
round tables, speeches, and neetings. There probably has not been a single
day in all the four years except Sundays and holidays without its meetings,
little or big, calculated to promote political education. By panrhlets and
primers, by leaflets, dodgers, bulletins and letters - hundreds and thousands
of them. If it were possible to lay them down on the ground, sheet by sheet,
they would carpet a very large part of the area of the State. There has
never been such a campaign as this before. Any where. At any time. There
never has been an unpartisen campaign to get out the vote. There never has
been a permanent campaign for rolitical education.

When the second Presidential slection since enfranchisement begen to approach,
the League redoubled its efforts. It set as a goel an increase of 25 per
cent in the vote and it invited people and orgenizations everywhere to join.
The response wns remarkable. In Minnespolis last June, thirty-sight organi-
zations, the League of Women Voters among them, came together and took a
pledge of help in getting out the vote, the Awerican Legion, the Anerican
Federation of Labor, the Federation of Churches, and other great orgeniza-
tions. So your ILeague, in whatever town it may be, can go to these organ-
izations confident of help.

Only you must remember this; that excepting the League, there isn't one of
these organizations organized for the purpose. To expect them to bear the
burden of getting out the vote is to ask them to betray the purposes for
which they were organized. Just as it is to betray the purposes for which
the League is organized to ask other organizations to do our work. Co-
operation is a fair word. We must take care not to tarmish it by using it
as a shield under which to hide a preference for letting other organizations
do what we are organized and equipped to do.

Four yesrs ago we believed that an organization was neesded to help women
becone more effective in the party of their choice. Now we know it. We kmow
it from women who, on the contrary, believed that good intentions and party
loyalty were enough, but who have found the obstacles grester than they
expected. We kmow it because of the women who at first were reluctant to
enter party politics and who have come into the League and there received
the inspiration and equipment that has sent them later into parties.

Four years ngo we believed thnt there were meesures shich women of all
parties could join in suprorting. Now we kmow it. We know it becsuse of the
planks in the party platforms, because of state and congressionnl legisln-
tion, initiated and supported, not by women of this or that party, but by
women of all parties united in the Ieague. We know it becnuse the

suprene political question of the day transcends -1l party lines. Parties
camot honestly differ on the subject of internationsl cooperation to
prevent war unless they bresak up present party lines and make new ones on
that great question alone. The Lezgue has supported every constructive
measure that promised to lead to international cooperation to prevent wa~.
regardless of the party or group who initiated it.
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Four yer~rs ago while mrost women were ignorent about politics there were 2 few
who kmew all there wns to kmow. These were the women who had born the brunt of
the long struggle to win the vote. Disfranchised themsclves, opposed by
orgonized politicians everywhere, thesc women made of the ideal of suffroge for
womsn, & practical political gquestion, and won. In winning they learned the
seamy side of Americon political life. They learncd whet would have made of
women less wise and less balanced, emwbittered rebals. Wast has come out of the
experience of these women for the Loague of Women Voters is not o little group
of disgruntled critics, it is the Department of Efficiency in Government under
the wisest of le-dership nationally and in our own state, a lexdership which
has intelligently set itself to survey the fisld ond to steke out a program.

In my opinion the Department of Efficiency in Government of the League of Women
Voters is destined to play an important part in 211 future political reforms

in our country.

Four years cgo; if women in general were indifferent nbout politics, in one
dirasction their interest had alre=dy been aroused. Woman's responsibility

for welfore in the family long sinde had led her to an interest in public wel-
fare and when public welfire went into governnent , woman's interest followed
it there. Even before they were enfronchised, women had begun to toke an
active, if indirect and ineffective interest) in public welfaore mensures. S0
it is, = coincidence probably, but 2 very interssting and significant one,
that women's enfranchisement comes in an ora whén the relation of public wel-
fere to government is o major political guestion. Somewhat as in the Roose-
veltien era, the relation between business and governwent was & major political
question, ond as in the ern of the early presidents, Washington, Adomrs,

Jef ferson, the relation betwsen public business and state or national govern-
ment was a major political guestion.

The theory upon which our American democracy ig founded is egquality of oppor-
tunity. At first the great foe of squality of oprortunity wns believed %O

be government, by men who had hed their experience in Europe., Thus in this
country the effort was to leave the indifidual free of government that he
might enjoy the natural opportunities that were his. Time has passed. Condi-
tionsé have chonged. A huge and complice~ted economic, social and induvstrial
systen has developed in this country vihich threatens to deprive greal numbers
of people of their egqual opportunities. If they are now to be safeguarded in
these opportunities, there is only government to do it, and by the same token
that it was & function of our democracy in the beginning to leave indifiduals
clone in the onjoyment of the opportunities they possussed, it is 2 function
of our democracy now to protect individuals from « reat forces that threaten to
take awny from them opportunities that by rights ore theirs. The people who
are threatened in these egqual opportunities nre the young and the unfortunate,
the sick, the handicopped. Thus wa have such mensures of government to consi-
jor as foderal and state aid for education, protection of infancy and maternity,
mothers' pensions and child labor logislation. Whensver we moke up our minds
to put some measure of the sort into government, there are two questions to

be considered.

The first question is: How far shall we go? How much of government shall we
invoke? To go too far threatens the very ends that we wish to serve. To 20
too far is called paternalism. Thers is room for great and henest difference
of opinion about where poternalisr begins. Bub the struggles that occur on
the question is less between people of conflicting views in the science of
government, than of conflicting interests. Evory public welfare meesure
threstens, if only bg an inch or a dollar, somebody's profit or power. When
representatives of these interests opposc the measures they cannot avow their
rescson, they talk instead political theory. It is fromw these that most of
the agitation about paternalism comes.

The sascond question to be considered when time comes for putting a public wal-
fare mensure into government is: Under what governrent will you putb it?

Will you put it under local govermrent on the one hend, or central government
on the other? How will you decide between 1ocal and state on the one hond?
Botween state and national on the other? Everyone in this room has a local
government, state government, a federal governwent. To which government will
you give your public welfare measure?




There are advantnages both weys: Both for local snd for cantral governmrent.
ne adventoge of local government is thet 21l law must be ~dministered and
enforced on the individual in the smallest possible unit, and other things
being equal, ' the more closely the moking of the law is tied up with that
unit, the better the result.

The sdvontages of centralized government nrs just as real, but not so sbvisus.
All progress cores from an accumulation of experience and kmowledge, mnd
experience and knowledge ars accurulated in centers. A central government,
therefore, is the place to set standards. What we should constantly strive
for is law-msking that combines both these advantnges. Ve have pretty nearly
attained it in several instances - in the Sheprerd-Towner Infancy and Mater-
nity Act, for one. There is room for great and honcst difference >f opinion
on this qusstion too. But here ngain, the conflict actually comes, not so
mach between two schools of political thought, as from the oprosition of those
interests whom the propoised public welfare measure threatens. The opposition
is nlweys egainst whatover form the measure haprens to take, as though if it
had core in another form it would have met with favor. And it is thoesse
interested opponents who talk loudest of contralization and bursaucracy.

They even talk as though the choosing of & central government for law-making
were btaking it from the people altogethor. linen you hear men and women talk
80, you may know they have beon deceived themseclves or are trying to dsceive
you. ZFor all three governments, local, state and nztional, belong to the
people. The women in this room own the Minnesota government, whether you
live in Crow Wing County, or Lac Qui Parle. The government of Minnesota
belongs to the people of &ll the countics. If not, it belongs to no one, for
there are no other people t6 own it. The federal government belongs as
rmuch to the people of Minnesota as to the people of New York. It belongs to
the people of all the states. f not, there are no people to own it and the
federal government becores a nyth.

In 1787 when the people of our country made up their minds that on the whole
they would be more prdspercus and safer if they had ~ stronger national gov-
ernment, and that in spite of some prejudices ngainst a strong nation, they
preferred theirs to be stronger, they framed the Constitution. But the strength-
ening of our nation did not begin and did not end with the Cohstitution. It
began bofore we had a Constitution, when the states joined together for the
seke of the strength in union that would help themr throw off England's yoke,
and it went on after the Constitution end it is going on yet. It went on
through the administrations of Jefferson and Adams, Madison and Monroe, when
the government assumed the debts of the states and when federal money built
state roads and waterways. It went on in Jackson's administration when the
theory that statss could nullify Federal law was done awsy with. It went on
through Lincoln's adrinistration when the idea that o state could secede from
the Union was ended. It has been going on in one way or another through the
years. It is going on today as people begin t> realize that the health and
education of its citizens everywhere, in Georgia, as well as in California,
is of national concern.

Sometines the process has been one of definite provision, as in the Constitu-
tion, sometinmes of their application, as in early administrations, the ques-
tion of "assumption" and "internal irproverents", sornetimes of interpretaion

of the roaning of the Constitution, once it wns ~ process of wer. Often it

goes on by amendrents. And accorpanyingz all these processes and during all

the developrent of our stronger nation, there has been discussion ond struggle -

the growing pains of a growing nationalisr - soretines because of difference
of political opinion, and often because of the opposition of intercsts
threatened in their power or profit.

A little while ago Congress had under considsration & reasure to restore equal
oprortunities to & million children who had lost ther, a million children
who had lost their opportunity for health and education. In a hearing by
Congress on the subject, conspicuous arong the opponents of the reasure were
such organizotions es the National Mamufocturers! Association, the Pennsyl-
vania Monufacturers' Association, the Southemn Textile Bulletin. You do not
need to be told the motive that took those men there. They 4ii not talk of
that motive. They talked political theory. These are powerful influences
and the measure they oppose is destined to a struggle. Do you know who the
people were at that hearing lined up azainst those interests, detormined that
t0o these one million children in the United States, equal opportunities of
health and education should be restored? They were the great woren's orgen-




izations of this country ~ the ILeasue of Women Voters among them. So zreat are
the obligations that have already been laid upon the new voters!

Such is the prograr of the League of Women Voters that you have come together
here to aprraise for the past and to plan for the year shead. It will need
for its carrying out a pultitude of women. It is said that a little leaven
leaveneth the lump. M§“T have never heard anyone say that a little leaven
arounted to much until it reached the lumrp. The league of Women Voters every
year of its life has become stronger and better established but it has not yet
reached its multitude of woren.

You tell us that women are so busy, that there are already so many organizations!
It is true that during all the years that women have been left out of a concern
in government they have filled the hour - not always with first things. The

time has come for a revaluation. Women must learn to put first things first,
secondary things second, they must leave out the trivial things. Paul said
"When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a
child; now that I have becore a man, I have put away childish things."
Enfranchisenent for women is a coming of age.

Sometimes you tell us that there are many to follow but few to lead, that

there are many to help but few to take responsibility, that perhaps it isn't
because women are so busy, perhaps it is they are afraid of the new responsi-
bilities and that they take on these other multifarious duties in order to
answer their own conscience when they refuse to take up the preater responsibi-
lities that enfranchisement has brousht them and the League has brought hore

to them.

For a good rany years past there has been azitation about women's opportunities
in business as compared to men, about the promotion of women and équal pay for
equal work. Broadminded employers have seen the justiwe of the denand and
sought to meet it. Too often the report has come back -~ the trouble lies with
the women. They prefer to stay in positions that are familiar, they are wn-
willing to undertake new responsibilities where the chance of failure is as
great as the chance of success. They shrink from the tasks that test. It may
be that women in public life, like those in business, are too timid. It may

be that they are afraid to t:ke the larger responsibilities where success menns
more but is less easy to attain. "Aya, but a man's reach, should exceed his
grasp, or what's a heaven fort"

And the need is so great! The call is so clear! Last month the papers were
filled with talk about war and getting ready for war. The air rang with it;
the streets resounded with it. TFor months before the 12th of Septenber, and
now for a long time since, it has persisted. On the day itself, in too many
speeches, in too meony places, it became less a Defense Day, than a day of
attack - attack upon people and organizations that are trying to help find a
way to get rid of war. Pacificists they were called, with orders from Moscow!
Angd if they protested "not Pacifists", then you heard the reply thundered back,
"Not Pacificists - then meet the terms we set you, dance to the tume we play,
speak the speeches, think the thoughts! And you had the spectacle of fright-
ened men and women forsaking a position of leadership in the great quest,
obediently to repeat "Peace by preparedness!™”

Peace by preparedness! It may be true, you and I think that it is true, that
until there is peace, every nation must be prepared to defend itself. But

it is not true, you and I know that it is not true, that we shall ever get
peace by preparedness. We kmow it because for thousands of years there has
been preparedness in the world and there has never been peace - always war.

We know it because only yesterday a nation carried to ites ultimate conclusion
the theory of peace by preparedness and what it brought upon itself and what
it bdbrought upon the world is not peace. It way be true that if this country
is to be prepared to defend itself from attack it is necessary to dedicate
meny months of every year to the mobilizing of every resource of peopaganda in
this country so resourceful of propaganda, in order to focus the mind and the
thouzhts of the people upon military preparation. But if this is necessary,
then it is a thousand times more necessary that many months each year and 2ll
the powers of propazanda we can surmon should be devoted to fixing the attentior
and thoughts of the people upon the infinitely mwore difficult task of finding
a way to root out the ~ncient evil of wnr cnd rescue the burdened people of
the world from armements.




Over in Europe today there are countries standing face to face whose interests
are antazonistic and whose traditions ere of Jealousy and quarrels. If one

of these countries dares for o moment %o toke its mind from military prepared-
ness it is likely to be sot upon by the other. Yet in these dire straits they
cre daring, over there, to take their minds from prepnredness. They are
thinking of how to find sone way to rid the world of war altogether. In
Geneve, representatives of fifty nations are gathered, among them the prims
winisters of the powerful ones, France and England, Awerica's peers. They are
spending day and night, exhausting every resource, exhausting therselves, try-
ing to compose differences, to allay suspicions, to cultivate a common interest
between nations, so that at last, before it is too late, some Plan may be
struck out by which the world shall be rid of war and the people relieved

from the unendurcble burden of armoments. While this is goinxy on in Europe,
in Arerica we parade for peace by preparednessl

That is the neced end that is the ealll What is the answer the women make?

Have they put away childish thinrs? I know o little towmn where the woren have
recently formed & new orzanization. New! They have said nothinz of over-
organizaetion, For all the offices to be filled there have been found women

to fill them. The mcnbers are not rich, but they have given hundreds of dollars
Yo carry out their program. The progran is pienned. They have entered upon

it. Yesterday, they held their first meeting. Its subject was "The Contribu-
tion of Prehistoric Man to Civilization™!

You and I are not without bdlame. We have heard the czll, we nave failed to
carry it to such women. We rust go with it from tomn to town, from door to door.

Among the books of the 0l1d Testarent, books preserved to us beccuse they tell
us the story of the people who during hundreds of yeers kept alive a great
religion and worshipped the one God - arong these books are many chapters which
you and I like better to skip than to read. Among the most tedious of these,

I used to think, were certain chapters in the book of Nehemish. Verse after
verse, column after column, of how Hannaniah repaired, and next to l.im repaired

Uzziel, and after hir repaired Malchijah, and next repaired Hammun, and after
him repaired Shallun and next repaired Hur.

Recently I have come to think that in these very chapters is to be found the
fountain head of inspiration for the League of Women Voters. Nehemiah carriesd
into captivity at Babylon, disconsolate at the rumors he hears of how Jerusalem
has been destroyed, and its people scattered, the very tenple and the altar
where the true God was worshipped, laid in ruins and the wall itself thrown to
the ground, bess for o leave of absence and travels up to Jerusalem. All that
he has heard he finds to be too true. The well, destruction and rubbish, so
that he must disrount and make his way on foot to the gap where the gate used
to be and survey the ruins. Then he calls together the people round about
Jerusalem and they set to work to rebuild the w-ll. It is = tremendous task.
To accomplish it every man jack of ther must rut his shoulder to the burden.
Every family, and even every household. And Malchijeh repaired one portion,
end the portion next to hin Joida repaired, and next to hir repaired Uzziel,
the goldsmith, and his farily, and after him the house of Hannaniah, the per-
fumer, and next to hin the sons of Hur, the ruler, and the Valley gzate
repaired Harmun and the Fountain cate repaied Shallum and the door thereof and
the hinge thereof.

And so they built the wnll. Not becnuse Nehoriah had n vision, not because
the people had courage, though each ran when he took up his tool laid his
weapon by his side, for they were harassed by eneries, but "because the reorle
had a mind to work."

The Leégue of Women Voters has had the vision to ses what needs to be done.
It has courageously set itself a program to be followed. It will carry
throuzh that program if "the people have a2 mind to work.!
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My dear

I wonder if you beve seen the enclosed pemphlet on the Children's
Amendment. I am sure it will be of interest to you since it is
published by the ORGANIZATIONS ASSOCIAT®D FOR RATIFIZATION of the
CHILD LABOR AMWNDMENT in which the Nationel Council of Catholic
Wiomen is represented by Miss Agnes Regan.

I am sending you a copy of the talk before our state convention

by Williem Hodson, now chief of the Division of Child Welfare
Legislation of the Russell Sage Foundetion. I would also like

to call your attention to the fact thet & comprehensive article

on the esmendment by Fether John A Rysn, formerly of St. Psul, now
of Washington, D C, has been published in pamphlet form. We

hope to have a supply of these pamphlets “to give out upon reayest
within a few davs. We have other msterisl on the amendment which
we shall be glad to sendyou to supplement whet you may heave
received from your own headouarters.

All organizations which, like yours, have supported the smendment
vp to this point, gre very much concerned in the action that will
be teken by the Minn=sota Branch of the Nationel Council of
Catholic Viomen at its meeting in St. Paul this week.

Sincerely wvours,
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It hes come to our attention that the sgricultural states are being reached
with proHaganda against the Child Labor Amendment by the National Committee
for the Rejection of the Twentieth Amendment" (a special committee made up
of seven manufacturers) and the National Association of Menufacturers,

The National Association of Manufacturers has consistently opposed &ll legis-
lation to protect the child in industry, whether state or federal, and it
appears that they are now trying to make the farmers believe that if Con-
gress Were given power to legislate to regulete child labor, it would pass

laws that would interfere with children's work on the home farm.
not the slightest ground for such fear.

There is

When Congress thought it had the

power to legislate and when it did pass two laws for the protection of chil-
dren in industry, it did not touch - and there was no disposition anywhere

in Congress to do so -~ the child at work on the farm,

The fermer is further protected from such encroachment by the Fifth Amend-
ment to the Constitution which provides ageinst legislation interfering with

individual life, liberty or property.

There iz & wealth of materisl to be

had on this subject, including authoritative legal opinions, calculated to

reassure the frightened farmers.

Knowing your opportunities to meet the

farmers end the confidence that they have in you, I am writing you to send
you some samples of this masterial and to assure you that we shall be only too
glad to provide you with any material that you mey wish for your own informs-

tion on this subject,

I believe that you will be doing & real service in promoting & better under-
standing of this important subject if you will try to reach fermers' club

groups end stimulate their interest in the subject.

Thanking you for any cooperation that you may offer, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,

President




The next State Board meeting of the Minnesota Leegue
of lomen Voters will be held Januery 16th, FIGRE By
(Friday) beginning at 10:30 a.m. Mrs. Welter Thorp,
4428 Fremont Avenue South, Minneapolis, has invited
the Board to meet at her home.

plesse be sure to jet us know whether you plan to
attend so that Mrs. Thorp will know how many %o expect
for luncheon. AlsO if you wish trensportation to her
home , please let us know and be at the state office
at ten o'clock.

Emi Child

3

}
4
Executive Secretary

January 8th, 1925
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MINNESOTA RATIFICATION COMMITTSE FOR CHI
Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis
Jenuary 10th, 1925
The National Campaign for kKetification

Reported by Miss lMarguerite

Reports from Officers of State end City Orgenizations su
the Amendment

Organization into Joint Ratification Committee
Election of Permasnent chairmen
Election of committee secretary
Neming of Executive Committee
'lans for Campaign in Minnesota
1. Publicity
a. Newspeapers
b, Ministers
¢c. Conventions

d. Orgenizations

Speakers' Burea:

Finence (special need of p

Legislature

Open Forum on the Amendment




AGEND
STATE BOARD

MINNESQOTA

Minutes
Treasurer's Report - Mrs. Cant

Report of Department Chairmen on Plan of Work proposed for

{‘.
1 9 2 5 Convention action

International Co-operation - Mrs. Hargreaves

Bfficiency in Government - Mrs. Wittich
Changes in Election Lews

Reports of Standing Committee Chairmen on 1 9 2 5 Plan of Vork
Educetion - Misgs Lewrence
Social Fygiene and Public Heelth Mrs. Gaus
legal Status of Women Miss Monshan
Child Welfare Mrs, Dieudonne
Protection of Women in Industry Mrs. Dietrichson
Living Costs
lLew Enforcement
Report 'on Orgenization in State

Summery Miss Child

Field Report
Recommendation for Ninth District Cheirman

Reports by District Chairmen
Study Progrems for use by Local Leagues and Study Leagues
Discussion of Plans for 1925 District Conferences

Decision as to date for Duluth Board Meeting
District Conference

Revort on Child Labor Amendment Campaign




Minnesote Leasgue of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
Jenuery 1 9@ 2 5
AFTERMOON STUDY PROGRAM
on
"ADMINISTRATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT"

I. STATE ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION (20 minutes)

State Government Walter F Dodd Century Co., N Y

American Government and Politics McMillen Co. ,N Y
Part III Beerd

The American Commonwealth MzcMillen Co., N Y
Part II Bryce

Anyone of these covers the subject in an interesting and

thorough menner and every pubtlic library would be sure to

have ¢t lesst one of them.

IT. MINVESQTA alND ITS CONSTITUTION (20 minutes)
The Efficiency end Economy Commission's Report
"The Women Voter" October 1923
"The Womsn Voter" Jenusry 1924

THE RXPERIRNCE OF OTHER STATES wITH REORGAMIZATION (30 minutes)

"The Wwiomen Voter" November 1923
andministrative Consolidstion in Stete Governments
A B Buck
sold at Leagueheadouerters 20 cents

IV. MINMESOTA'S NRED FOR REORGANIZATION (30 minutes)

The Interim Committee's Viork
Multiple Dgpartments "The Woman Voter" December 1923
Finance "The Woman Voter" March 1924
Personnel Administration "The Women Voter" May 1924
Also, administration of Stete Governments
A ® Buck League hesdousrters 25 ¢

References for sdditional reading:
&

Administretion of the Stete of Minnesots, $1.50
League of Minnesota Municipelities, University of Minnesota

i History of the Constitution of Minnesota Pages 87 to 117
Universityof Minnesotu 81.75




Minnesote League of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
Jenuary 1 9 2 5
OUTLIME FOR SIX MREETINGS TO BE DIVIDED BETWEEN

"GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL PROGRESS"
and
"LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTER BILLS NOW BEFORE THE LEGISLATURE"

Bibliography Ask your library to order (if it does not now have)

American Government snd Politics Beard
Americen Commonwealth Bryce
Short History of the United States Bassett (of some similar
general history)
Politicel Science Annals for January 1923 A Ouarterly
Rights of Man McMasters
Readings on Current Economic Problems Hamilton
United States - An Experiment in Democracy Becker
Constitutional History Wilson
Order from the Minnesota League of Women Voters
Outline of Government in the United States Moley (price 50 cents)

I.

THE CONSTITUTION AND BEGINNING OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
References: Beard First four chapters
Bassgett Ch. X and XI
Bryce Vol. I, Ch. 2,3,4,33,34 and 35
Qutlire of Goverrnment - Ch. I

CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT
References: Order material from League of Women Voters
Bryce Vol. I, Ch. 32 on "amendments"

II.

INDIVIDUALISM (The laissez-Feire policy and Bauvality of Opportunity )
References: Bassett Ch, XVI
Becker Ch. on Democrscy in a Free lLand
and lesst chapter

Brvce Vnls TI, Cha KCV
- »

. MARRIAGE BILL
FPAMILY COURT BILL
References: Order meterial from League of Women Voters

III

. GROWTH OF NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNZSS AND DOCTRIVE OF STATES RIGHTS
(Period of Civil Wer, before end after)
References: Bassett Ch. XXII
Wilson Constitutional Government
Bryvce Vol. I, Oh, 27, 28,29,20,3




B. APPROPRIATIONS
Mothers Pensions, by State to meet Countv expenditures
Infency and Maternity, by Stete to meet Federal Government
gppropriations
References: Material from League of VWomen Voters

Iv,

A. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF nMERICa (end Socisl and Economic)
References: Bassett Ch. XXXI, XXXV
Mc*Masters Rights of Man

B. BDUCATION MSASURES
County Board of Education
Teachers Retirement Fund
References: Order material from League of Women Voters

V.

A. GOVERNMENT REGULATION
References: Outline of Government Ch., VI
Beerd Ch, XIX

VI.

A. SOCIAL LEGISLATION
References: Beard Ch. XXXII
Politicel Science annals, January 1823
Chapter on New Ideals - Odum
Public Welfare and our Democratic
Institutions - Hart
McMesters Rights of Men

Note: Refe given are merely suggestive.
Other authorities should be used.
Additionel references snd syllabi will be furnished on reauest.




Minnesota League of Viomen Voters,
1639 Hennevin Avenue, Minneavolis
January 1 9 2 5

SUGGESTIONS FOR USE OF STUDY PROGRAMS

Use the program on "Government and Social Progress" for a series of
dayv-time meetings. These may be planned for your League membership,
your Bosrd of Directors, or for specielly orgenized study groups.

Use the program on "hdministretion of State Government'"for a special
afternoon program during February if possible, This will be of
current interest in connection with the report of the House Interim
Commission on Investigation of Stste Devartments which is soon to be
made to the Legislature.

Use the program on "americen Foreign Policy" for evening round table
meetings composed of both men and women. These have proved to be
very successful where they heve glready been formed.

Male sure that

every woman in the group is & su
the League and a subscriber to the woman Voter,

rrange for the meetings, and another

Have & chairmen on program to
7 i, - ¥
cure attendsnce. Many henus make

chairmen on membership to secu

light work".

&g
j 2

Make every woman in the grouo take part in some one of the programs.
Instead of essigning & subject to one women only, try to have five
or gix share in the progrem of ecch meeting. This will insure live
discussion and add to tke value of the meetings.

g = program for the first dev in the series
i . 1
on “"Government and ial Progress" and shows how other programs may
be arranged: -

The following

THE CONSTITUTION AND BEGINNING OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT (lst half hour )
Beard and Bassett References reported by one woman

Bryce and Moley references reported by another woman
General Discussion

CHILD LABOR AMBINDMENT (2nd half hour)
Child labor in the United States and previous federal
legislation reported by one woman
The Proposed Child Labor dmendment reported by another woman
General Discussion
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January 22nd,
1925
My dear Local Cheirman: -

Before we could catch our breath after election, we were so swamped by the sudden
flood of bitter propagands against retification of the child labor amendment

thet we have scarcely teken time to settle ourselves down to a constructive plan
of winter's work. Obviously the object of that work must be to educete ourselves
and our communities upon the state end federsl legislation for which the Leeague
has made itself responsible.

The first plsce in state legisletion is occupied by Rutificetion. The governor's
project of reorgunizing the stete deportments is one for which the League has
mede itself responsible to an unusual degree, as we initiated the public move-
ment in that direction more than two yecrs & - The Wiorld Court for which the
League has stesdfestly worked is now before the United Stetes Committee on For-
eign Relations. Its fate msy depend upon public opinion.

These sre some of the reasons why your League should do good steady work this
winter. Ve are sending you several study outlines offered in the hope thet they
mey meke it easier for you to extend educastion to &ll your membership. The out=-
line on 'Government end Social Progress" is design~d to give a background for &n
understanding of the child lebor omendment. Professor Gaus of the University of
Minnesota, & brillient snd popular suthority in his field, hes generous ly
offersd to help you with syllubi on that subject as further guidence if you so
reouest,

In order to cover the subjects before it is too leste you should hold meetings
every two weeks. Don't worry about having big meetings for - end, my dear chair-
men, this is the jmportent part of this letter - it ie better to share your in-
formetion from headouvarters with six or even with two women than to attempt in
vein to share it with &n entire community. You are never going to be able to edu-
cate your entire town et once. Rome wes not built in & day. What you ought to

be sble to do, however, is to mcke progress. Don't let £11 the wealth of educa-
tional materiel we send you end with vourself. Don't be & non-conductor. Share

it with sombody; share it with 2 few; shere it with ss many 88 possible. This

is orgenization - line upon line, precept upon precept. Decide to do & little and
do it. Don't worry about doing & great deal end lesve it undone.

ﬁith very best wishes for & useful end succesdil yeer, 1 &m
Foithfglly yours

l??(s
cvtl” ’ﬂsgggérite M Wells,

President

MMW cke
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innesota League of lomen Voters

1685 Hennepin avenue, Minnespoli
Janusry 1 2 2 5

SUGGESTED OUTLIVE FOR SIX MEET IVGS
an
"AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY"

I. AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

1.

4,

On what grounds did Washington urge aloofness from Zuropean affairs
on the part of the new republic? To what extent are those reasons
valid today?

What considerations led to a declaration of the policy of the Monroe
Doctrine? Do these considerations still hold?

Just how much protection from the distresses and tumults of Burope
do you feel the stlantic ocean is to us? FHeve modern conditions of
cormunicetion end transportation broken down the effectiveness

of the atlantic?

What things are we now doing &s a netion which seem to you in the
direction of assuming & permanent relation to Buropean affairs?

References: History of the United States - Beard McMillan Co., N Y

American Foreign Policy Carnegie Endowment for
(pamphlet) International Peace,
No.2 Jacksgon Place
Weshington, D C

ITI. ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

EC
Lo

What chenge has the war brought with respect to Americe's finenciel
pogition among the world powers?

Do Burone's economic tiss with Americs seem to you to lessen
increcse the difficulty of eny ettempt on the part of Ameri
meintein an isolated netional 1ife?

How is the United States concerned with the industrial situstion

in Burope and in other parts of the world?

What are the provisions of the Dawes Plan?

References: Dawes Report World Peace Foundetion, Vol. VI, ¥o. &

40 Mt. Vernon St., Bogton 5 ¢

THE WORLD COURT

1

What is the difference between the Court of Arbitration end the
Permanent Court of International Justice?

Whet is the method provided for the election of judges in the World
Court?

What is the comnrulsory cleuse in the statute? How many netion& have
signed it?

Wwhet are the Herding-Hughes conditions upon which President Coblidge
bases his edvocacy of the entry of the United OStates into the Worlad
Court?

References: America end the Permanent Court World Peace Foundstion

of International Juskce Vel. V, No. 5 5¢
Work of the Permsnent Court of World Peace Foundetion
Internetional Justice Vol. VI, No.§ 5




LEAGUE OF NaTIONS

Whet is its origin end purpose?

In whet wevs does the United States now cooperete with the League?
Whet hes the League done for austric and Hungery?

Whet is the difference between the Legcgue of Netions and the

World Court?

References: Lecgue or lear? Irving Fisher Herper & Bros., N Y
Hendbook of the lLecgue of Wor 1d Pesce Foundction
Netions Vol. VII, Nos. 3 ¢nd 4
57 ecch

V. THEE PROTOCOL OF GENEVA
In whet vay did the United Stotes influence the drafting of the
Trecty?
What is the reletion between Security, Dissrmement and arbitraction?
Whet is an ggressor netion?
Whet is the Japenese smendment?

eferences: The Protocol of Arbitration, Viorld Pecce Foundation

gecurity and Dissrmement Vols VIE, No, 7 5¢

VI. TEE PROBLEM OF IMTIGRATION
1. Whet is the present immigration law?
5. How is the ouota for immigration from the different countries
determined?
%. Should the Japsnese Exclusion kct be repealed?

References: Write to Dr. Svdney L Gulick,
105 Bast 22nd Street, New York City
and £sk for his pamphlets on immigraetion




Minneapolis, Minnesota
Jenuary 23rd, 1925

Dear Member of the Legislature:

Thousends of children are at work in the United States today in factories,
canneries, sweatshops, mines and the like. Babies three and four years old
in city tenements sit sticking snaps in cards or fastening dots on veils
until they fall asleep one by one sometime during the night. Boys and girls
of 13 and 14 work 11 hours a day in cotton goods mills, breathing lint into
their lungs, deafened by the din of the machinery, intent on some one
monotonous operation from which they can scarcely raise their eyes, &s the
machine ceaselessly drives to and fro until they, themselves, become a part
of the machine. Boys of 12 and 13 yesrs of sge work in the mines end on the
cosl breakers, breathing in the dust of the coal, in denger from the great
end heavy machinery - they pass their entire chlldhood at this work, work of
a single, often repeated operation which leads them nowhere. They have no
schooling.

This is Child Labor. This is the evil that exists in America to e
greater extent than in other countries of comparable civilizetion, It i
the evil that public opinion has been trying these 60 years or more to get
rid of. People in Minnesota know very little sbout the evil of child lebor.
Minnesota is en egricultural state. Work on the home farm is not &n evil -
even though in an occasional instance the work may be too hard, even though
there is slmost always & certain sacrifice of schooling, there is always
compensation for children et work on the home ferm. It teeches resource-
fulness, determination, habits of thrift. There is no sentiment in this
country in favor of legislation against children's work on the farm. Every
state in the Union has the power so to legislate; none has ever done so.
Congress once believed that it hed the power to legislate to protect children.
It did so legislate, but it never legislated and it never offered to legis-
late concerning the work of children on the farm.

Child labor - cheap child laebor - fostered by certsin industriec because
they believe it incresses their profits, is en evil that our people ought to
be eble to do away with by some exercise of their governmental machinery.

For 680 yvears or more the attempt to put ean end to this evil has gone on. The
evil remains, More than 20 years &go i+ b"c-ne evident thet it could noft

be reached by state legislation. Then public opinion begen to demend federal
legislation. Congress, sccordingly, proceeded %o legislate on the subject,
The courts decided that Congress did not possess the reouisite power.

Public opinion, except smong the industries directly affected, almost univer-
se11v demanded thet Congress be given the power by amendment to the Constitu-
tion. Obedient to public opinion, Congress has psssed that asmendment. It

is before the stetes for ratification.

In June when the amendment passe ongress, the organizations finencielly
(=]

interested in cheap child labor, were in despeir. Agricultursl states wer
sure to retify and agricultural states ere in the majority. At this point
this opnosition invented & very simple trick. They would tell the agri-
culturael states thet the power given to Congress would not be used to hurt
manufecturers but that it would be used ageinst the work of ferm children.
It is devoutly to be hoped thet cuvh & trick will not succeed.

Propegenda has sought to arouse every prejudice and every fesr. It has
okt s . I . i . ]
appealed to passion in the name of "Stetes Rights" and "Centralizetion®.

OQurs is & dusl - government in this country. Both - both stete end
nationel - belong %o the p“ D 16 Ever since 1782 we have used for the pur-
noses of the welfare and prosperity of the people that form of ﬂ.vernmont
best suited to the need I venture to ﬁg thaet never in our hi
we left uncorrected fhrﬂqgh devotion to "States Rights" or prejud
"Centralizetion", throughout 60 yesrs, eny evil threatening the m
prosperity of our country, and thet we have never left unsacu
the meterisl interests of our country. Let us in Minnesots hewsa
lest we help to bring upon our government the charge thet it
mede to serve the ends of material prosperity then the
perople. ‘

Yours very truly
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ng yellow samphlet and Wells letter to legi
My dear

I am writing to ask your assistance in suggesting the name of a
women in your county who might sccept appointment as the county
representative of our State Child Wwelfare Committee assigned
especially to the task of distributing informationel literature
on the Child lLabor Amendment whichis now under consideration
by our legislature.

ie have already secured such representatives in a majority of
the counties of the state but do not know to whom we may write
in your county. We appeal to you for suggestions, realizing
that you are well eouipped to give us this help.

We hope that you are personally in favor of the emendment and
thet you will be interested in agsisting us to secure an active
and influentiel woman who will accept appointment under our
state Child Welfare chairman.

I enclose an asddressed postal for your convenience in replying.
Wie shall eppreciate hearing from you &t your earliest convenience.

Verv sincerely yours,

)

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary
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My dear Child Welfare Chairman: - 50t B )°

A telegram from Washington today: "Arizona has ratified the amendment both
houses, Wew Mexico lower house has ratified 40 to 8." A telegram from Montana:
“Lower house has ratified 86 to 11". Ancther telegram from Washington, also
dated today: "Rejection by any state legislature only temporcrv., Continue
effort for ratification. Situation a challenge to friends to work harder.
Need the aid of all friends more than ever,"

I know how this will meke you feel and am sending you & petition blank with the
suggestion that you get from ten to one hundred signetures immediately. If vou
get only e few, make them as representative as possible. You might get one
signed by all ministers; or by ministers, teachers end other opinion-mgking
people. But whether you meke it short or long, representative or gererel, do

it immediately and send it to vour legislators in St. Paul. Mrs. Ueland &lvays
tells us when the legislators begin to show that they hsve heard from their
constituents. Get resolutions from groups too and get letters from individusls -
as many &s possible.

Miss Julia Lathrop, first chief of the U. S. Children's Bureau &nd internation-
ally known for her public work, will come to Minnesota on February 9th end 10th.
She will speak at en evening mass meeting under the auspices of the Minnesote
Joint Ratificetion Committee for the Child Lebor Amendment on Mondsy evening,
February 9th. 8She will, by special invitation, address a joint meeting of the
House and Senate in St. Paul on the afternoon of Tuesdayv, February 10th. That
evening, at 7:30 o'clock, there will be held the first public hearing of the
Public Welfare Committee of the House, in the House chamber. The public may
sttend both meetings at the capitol. Plen to come for them if you can &nd

see that they are snnounced 2t club meetings end in your locel newspaper.

I am enclosing & letter recently sent to twenty-two deily newspsper in the state
and would be glad to have you teke it to your local editor for pullication
over my signeture if you wish.

Best wishes for your success. This is & moral ouestion. You are on the right
side. FRventually vou will win.
Sincerely yours,

MMW cke D“]-‘-C«L MM Merguerite M Wells, President
encl. W el febtin ,
- @ "\'U.fﬂv MM ‘b Q,&LQ@ o %d_)l.a. M&LM.__




aware of the fact that the best welfare of our
citizens and convinced of the

We, the undersigned,
country depends upon the ouaslity of its
necessity of setting up ¢ minimum stenderd in the country es & whole
for the protection of children egainst commercial exploitation, do
petition our Senator end Representative in the Minnesota Legislature
to VOTE FOR THE RATIFICATION OF THE CHILD LABOR AMEMDMENT.

County

Date




Mr. H. M. Wheelock, Fergus Falls, Mrs. E. G. Quamme, St. Paul,
First Vice-chairman Chairman

Executive Committee
Mrs. E. G. Quamme
Mrs. Josephine Sizer

Mr. R. D. Underwood, Lake City,
Mrs. David F. Simpson

Second Vice-chairman

Miss Emily Child, Secretary
1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis

MINNESOTA JOINT RATIFICATION COMMITTEE FOR THE
CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

General Committee Members

Miss Alice Kercher
Mrs. B. N. Kager
Mri. H. D, Kilgore
Mrs. Lyndon King

Mr. J. C. Garrison Miss Florence Kimhball
Mrs, Robbins Gilman Mr. Edward Nelson
Miss Hilda M. Gippe Mrs. W. J. 0'Toole
Mr. John N. Greer Miss Ruth Rosholt
Mrs, H. C. Hanson Mrs. David F. Simpson

Mrs, Virginla Blythe
Mrs, W. F. Decker
Father W, P. Driscoll
Mrs, John Ellfott

Prof. Willis M. West

State Organizations Represented

American Association of University Women
Mrs. James 8. King
Mrs. A, E. Bryngelson

Congress of Parents and Teachers
Mra. E. G. Quamme, president

Mrs, G, H. Trafton, chairman
Department Public Welfare

Mrs. M. 8. Hirschfleld
Leglslative Chalrman

Council of Churches
Mr. R. B. Blyth, Minneapolis
Mr. A, Z, Mann, 8Bt. Paul

Council of lewish Women
Mrs. Arthur Brin
Mrs. Israel Kreiner

Federation of Business and
Professional Women's Clubs

Mrs. Dema R, Harvey, president
Miss Nellie Jones,
Leglslative chairman

Federation of Labor
Mr. E. G, Hall, president

Federation of Women's Clubs
Mrs, J. E. Rounds, president
Mrs. Willard Baylizs, chairman
Department Public Welfare
Miss Esther Sprague, chairman
Department Child Welfare

League of Women Voters
Miss Marguerite M. Wells, president
Mrs. Andreas Ueland, chairman
Legislative Couneil

Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, chajrman
Child Welfare Committee,

Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation
Mr. F. J. Bruno, chairman

Minnesota Education Association
Mr. C. G. Schulz

Minnesota State Registered Nurses® Association
Mrs. Frederick Hein, legislative chairman

Women's Christian Temperance Union
Mrs. Josephine Sizer, president

Mrs. Myra Griswold, legislative chairman

Young Women's Christian Association
Mra. A, E. Zonne, Minneapolis
Mrs, John R. Brown, St. Paul

My deer Member: -

A telegram from the Organizetions Associated for Ratification
of the Child lLabor Amendment in Washington, D C, assures us
thet in spite of defeatist propagende every state is expected
to continue its efforts for ratification. Rejection of the
amendment by any legislature or by a single house of =
legisleture, may be rescinded and there are several states
where this action is expected. Meanwhile did wvou know that
a1though ceveral of the city papers failed to carry the

news, Arizona has ratified and the lower house of New

lMexico voted 40 to 8 in favor of ratificetion.

Yow the reouest comesz to this Joint Committee that every
member orgenization ask its membership all over the state
to reach their legislators et once with a plea for rati-
fication. We suggest that you ask vour members to get
resolutions from groups smell or lerge; to write personal
letters; to circulate petitions. Impress upon them,
whichever they do, not to neglect sending these in to
their representatives in the legislasture,

Merely by wav of suggestion, I enclose & possible form
o

of petition. If wyou will mimeograph this or some other
form and send to your members, it will certainly expedite
their ection.

Will not your own executive board pass & resolution
end send to tke cheirmen of the welfare committees w
ratificaetion is being considered: Shermen W Child in
Senaste and Edwin L Msclean in the House.

Meentime as action mey be postponed for some time, you

ovld continue to print articles in fevor of retificetion
n your bulletins. We shell be glad to furnish you

eriel for these if wou wish end the publicity chairmsen
he Joint Committee, Mrs. Wzlter Thorp, will be glad

elp vou with the preparstion of these if vou so desire.
write to the »

ild, whose ¢ ; it yon

or other
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I know thet you will be delighted to besr that the House
of the Legislsture bes invited Miss Julie Lathrop to
address them cnd the Senate on Tuesdesy afternoon,
February 10th. It is cpperent that the legislators of
Minnesots sre enxious to inform themselves thoroughly
before tuking action. We huve every resson to expect
that Minnesotc, which has alveys been in the forefront
in the protection of its children, will not fail to
place itself on record by ratifving. the emendment.

You villundoubtedly wish to heve ¢ big delegation from
your organization in the galleries to hear Miss Lathrop
speak on the cmendment on February 10th. That same
evening at 7:50, the welfare committee of the house will
hold its first public hearing on the amendment in the
House chember, Let us sll unite in showing the strength
of public sentiment in favor of ratificstion.

Sincerely yours,

S adie N KDt

Mrs., E G Quamme,
Che irmsn
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Minnesotas Joint Retificetion Committee
for the Child Labor Amendment

Copy of
Editorial from the Fergus Falls Tribune
Jenuery 22th, 1925
H M Wbeelock, Editor

Human nature moves slowly. It took over one hundred years for this
country to know that the slevery of other men is & hateful thing.
Even w%en the Civil wer began it wes not frankly admitted thet
slaverv was its cause. Men went free at last. It took over fifty
vesrs more for women to end their political slavery. In some of
its aspects that was the greater deliverance of the two, Both
men end women free, there remsins today the casuse of the children.
Aid for them will come auicker, for women now wield one-half the
political power. UMNot this vear nor next, but perhaps in less than
half the time it took for women to win. There must be time to
get the case fairly before many millions of voters, and clear
away the smoke screens of the manufecturers' associations, but
the end 3is certain. Millions of parents believe that by opposing
the emendment thev are choosing the better thing for their children.
Almost a&s many think that & federal smendment would forbid
children from working till their 18th vesr. Farmers fear that

the strengthening

and the joy of honest toil. There is grest misunderstanding.,

But wait. The mothers will understand first; then the men, The
women will lead the way, snd when women grasp the full meaning
of the amendment, the end will be not far off.

in the operation of the resclution for
two-thirds vote of congress last session,
-~~+~ nrainst the amendment will find it
ir will bring
d decisions.
here will be g L thing i
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MINUT
TATE BOARD
January 16,

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women
Voters was held at the home of Mr2a, Walter H Thorp, Fridey, Xshkxx January
16th, 1925. The meeting was celled to order at 10:35 a m, Miss Wells
presiding.

llowing members of the Boerd were present: Miss Wells, Mrs. Ueland,
ant, Mrs, C R Noyes, Mrs. Colton, Mre, G]a Mrs. Meighen, Mrs. Thorp,
0

bb, Mrs. Hargreaves, Miss Lawrence, Mis gy Mrs, Gaus, Miss

3
Mrs., Friedrich, Mrs. Dowling, The fﬁllﬂw ing wele also present -
i sell, representing Mrs, McKnight, Mre. Guise, Miss Florence Harrison,
flerrill, Miss Child and Miss Roth.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and

Treasurer's Report - Mrs, Cant reported a balance the farst ecember of
860.59, receipts during the month of $1 901,92, disbursem of $1 519,35,
19&V1nr a balance the 1*% of January of $442.186., chq lled attention
v t $1 100.00
to $563.00. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Noyes, ( soe, to
accept the report,

Mrs. Cant reported that the national quota ! esota this year is
$1 944,00, of which $1 752.00 has been paid. T ig due from unpaid pledges
8100.00, leaving $92,00 still to be raised. Miss Wells said that in Minnea-
polis Lhere are some renewals of former pledges that maj :blv be
secured. She called attention to the fact that our natﬂwn
$2 ,000.00 less than last year owing to the reduction made
to the weaker leagues.

et
»

reported unpeid bills due Januery lst smounting to $1 112.13. Miss
id thet she regretted owing so much to the national for print

since they need the money to pey bills. Mrs, Noyes reﬁﬁvtpd that St
I money now for a payment to the state. Mrs. Friedrich astated that
$20,00 is coming from St. Cloud. Mrs., Glasoe reported $10.00 just paid by
Northfield, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Ueland, second by Mres. Noves, %o
authorize the payment of the bills,
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Reports of Department Chairmen

Mrs, Hargreaves, chairman of International Cooperation to Prevent Wer, re-
commended omlt*lng the League of Nations from the program for study in the
plan of work proposed for 1925 since the World Court is the pressing issue
at the present time.

Mies Wells called eattention to the distinction between a resolution and the
plan of work adopted at national conventions., A resolution is in effect for
one year - the plan of work remains in effect until changed by convention
action, It wes agreed that no action should be taken to recommend the elim-
iration of the League of Nations &s & subject for study in the program of the
depe rtment of International Cooperation to Prevent War.

. Hargreaves reported suggested changes in the section outlining legis-
ion. uhp recommends the omission of & proposal for the Lesgue to appoint
to appear officially before Nevel and Military Committees, in-
asmuch ag we h&ve no one asdeauately prepared on technicel details to act
effectively in this cepacity. Other recommendations covered cheénges
wording or arrangement.

It was agreed thet no formal action need be teken
gestions as they are merely *en ative. Mrs, Hargr
ization of & World Court committee in Minneapol is
sentative of %the Bok Pesce Award, and the planning
Minneapolis on January 26th under its suspices. She read
Shipstead's speech on the English-Egyptisn situation
argument ageinst the Lesgue of Nations. She suggeste
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gs lowrence asked in that esvent whether we

detoiled county unit system, i ke

port that of county superinten@ents, The more
we
d

would sbandon our bill énd sup

drastic bill will be difficult to p

simpler bill, Mrs, Thorp suggested snd ask for early discussion of
other bill in committee, thus leern he recction is to it, since it
would not be considered friendly to 1nuroducn g duplicete bill. Mrs, Uelend
sgreed thaet the othsr bill should be given right of way. Miss Wells suggested
that our bill chould be gotten into committee before the other bill is
reported out cdversely or it would be too late to do enythingif the first 1
defested. This might be done by srrangement with the sponsors of the county
superintendent 's bill. The cuestion of whether the Lecgue should actively
support their bill weas discussed and it wes agreed that this was inadvisable
becayse of its drastic form. It was further egreed thet we should explain our
decision to the sponsors of the bill to avoid misunderstanding.

> might be sble to pass our
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eucher's Retirement Fund Mics Laveence reported thut e bill is now drawn
at the inatigation of the trustees of the Teachers' Retirement Fund. Mrs.
Ueland reported that Mr, Skhulz informed her thet the Minnesota Bducat i
Associstion is trying to get someone on pey to lobby for the bill., They have
not vet found anyone for this work nor has enyone been ge ured to introduc

the bill,

Marriage Bill Miss Monshan reported the fect that the clerks of court have
agreed to support this bill. A conference with the executive committee of the
Associstion of Clerks of Court resulted in suggestions for some minor chenges
including en increase from $3.00 to $4.00 in the license fee.

cr

Organizationh

. - - ‘.' 1
Third District - Mrs, Glasoe reported on her attempt to hold

o
T
L

ference in the full., She vrote personcl letters to 16 local Letgue officers,
inviting them to luncheon, but received replies from only eight, of whom four

could not come. She therefore geve up the meeting until & better ettendance
could be secured, The Northfield League wes in danger of dying when it lost
its chairmen., She reported that the study groups in esch of three werds are
now being plenned. If that succeads Mrs., Glosoe will make the suggestion to
other leagues in the district.

8ixth District - Mrs, Friedrich reported that St., Cloud is developing &
speaker 's buresu for the district. Mrs, Cobb reported upon & membership cem-
paign and other activities in Brclnerd.

ivie is trving .‘ the plan of
the C"lx is Let
ti i

hth District - Mrs. Colto r 2t the Duluth Lesgue is trying to
other organizations to unite v'-. t in a legislative council during the
gislative session. There i :sibility of reorgenizing & League in Hibbi
h a group of young matrons &s & nucleu Mrs. Colton also reported that
probably sppoint Mrs. Stark of Grand Repids as Itasca County Cheirman

there.

Ninth District - Micss Wells reﬁﬂftmd the gestion mede by Mi

Mre, L C Weeks of Detroit &s o possibility f ppointment

nhs*r"ﬁr, snd ceked for any inforwqt:on thet could bes given by
as to her ouslifications.

The auestion of Lesgue organization in the
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,
mendation ghou ld be made to the conference district -‘-'4_;; on
ion that individual sustaining membs ips ¢ nT g8 e secured
possible in towns where no |

Study Outlines for lesgue Yse Three suggeste cudy progra n 'Government
and Socisl Progress’ 'Administ £ 51 :




ittich and

District Corforpnces P1 or holdin ist ces in connection witk
state board meeting ' iefly dis e 'd' it was agfee& that a

confer~nce of the Jlgbt% D : shou 3: 1 in connection with & meeting
at Duluth in Mey. There % 7 1] expres si f sentiwpnt in favor of
holding & second conference gend state DoOE 1 or some other
place in the southern part of the

legislstive Report Mrs, Ueland stafed that the child labor
major issue in the legisletive program hes 80 fer Wonﬁpallzcd at
reported that the UOvornwrs of Iowe, F ine, New Hrmwshlra and |
transmitted it to the legislatures in those states with &
tification. The gmendment hes been transmitted by Governor
without comment or ceremony sand hes been referred to the committ
Welfare in the House and Senate. She reported upon her poll up tu
members of the House end Senate and urged that every effort
messages to legislators from their constituents

She reported that the vearious messures heve been assigned for introduction
end follow up &as fo110we: - Mothers Pension, Mrs., C R Noves; Infancy ard
Moternity, Mrs. F B Griswold; Amendment to the Adultery Law, Florence
Monshan; Marrisge Bill, Mrs. John M Geus; Femily Court Bill, Mrs. John
Guise; County Board of Ldnc“*1nn Mps. Wolter Thorp; Teacher's Retirement

Fund , Minnesota Education Association.

Mrs. Uelond further reported that Mr. Norton may intr ﬁdHL g bill providing
for the proposing of ¢ new ci ity charter at a special election by petition
which would meke it unnecessary to clear the Minneapo 11= charter through
the city council.

Policy on Attitude of League Officers and Members toward AH0P¥94 Legis l¢ la tlﬁ“

The cuesti of the policy to be pursued by local leagues
division of opinion thzt erises on such gn issue es the child
after he nationel end state organizaetions have given itofficit

os discussed at some length. MNrs, Cobb and Mrs, Dowling renc
sltuation gs they knew it in their own Leggue groups. It wes

while every member could not be expected to be in &ll
orgaenization sction, che should not publicly OpBOEG &

cart of the legislative program of the Leggues In

do so, she should resign from membership in the

fiells pointed out thet Xk eny other policy would be
prestige of the Lesgue in bocking its legislative program. ! )
emphe sized the fact that thie pleces upon locel chairmen the responsibiadity
of sdeoustely informing snd educuting the members in advénce to avoid
opposition resulting from lock of infermation.

H%E, ctfully submitted

-

Emily Child
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Are we one nation or fortv-eight separste nations? In the
cource of the history of this country we have answered
thet auestion meny times, and the answer has always been

State Organizations Represented ) oo
the same - "We are ONE.

American Association of University Women
Mrs, James 5. King

Mrs, A. E. Bryngelson Wie recognize fully that when the general welfare demands
it, the sovereignty of the states must give way. Does
““”ﬁﬂﬁﬁ?&ﬂiﬁ?ﬁﬁm” hog cholera threaten the farmer's stock? The Federal
e O o eitare Government enters the barmvard, and scts in the interest
Mo M S meteld of 611 the farmers of the country. Do some of the states
refuse to protect song birds? The government at Wash-

A i ; ington makes @ law protecting the birds in all the states.
Mr. R. B. yth, Minneapolis t
Mr. A. Z. Mann, St. Paul

Are not our children "of more value then many sparrows" ?
B Does not the supreme welfare of the country rest in them?
Mrs, Tsrael Krelner Can the evil of stunted bodies, and crippled minds be
i iy confined to the bounds of the stete which has produced
Professional Women's Clubs them thr C?Ugh child labor?

Mrs. Dema R. Harvey, president
Miss Nellie Jone:

Legislative chairman ; - .
it We know thet the whole nation must feel the effect of
Eadiration ot Labor a portion of its citizens so hendicepped. Does n

MG Mall; prosicant regulation of this thing then logically belong to

24 i i t?
Federation of Women's Clubs gene al gove roment

Mrs, J. E. Rounds, president

Mrs. Willard Bayliss, chairms
epartment Publi¢ Welfare Theodore Roosevelt put it this way. "States rights

Miss Esther Sprague, chairman v - % 7
Department Child Welfare should be preserved when they mean the people's rights

but not when they are invoked to prevent the abolition
League of Women Voters -
Miss Marguerite M. Wells, president of child la bor - not when t he_\' etand for Wrﬂng or

Mrs. Andreas Ueland, chairman

- - n
Feglsiative Counell oppression of any kind.

Mrs, Eugene Dieudonne, chairman
Child Welfare Committee.

This wrong end this oppression are with us today here
Mm“ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ:t:ﬁiﬁ“M“mu gnd now, visited upon the most innocent and helpless
portion of our people. Shell not Minnesota help to blot
Minnes;[t: Ed:}c.a:;;:u;;ssociatinn it out by ratifying the twentieth amendment?
\ Very sincerely yours,

Minnesota State Registered Nurses’ Association
Mrs. Frederick Hein, legisiative chairman

s rid Simpe
Women’s Christian Temperance Union g, David F Simpson
Mrs. Josephine Sizer, president

Mrs. Myra Griswold, legislative chairman ) 4 f\l '
= AR [ ] Y A A A

Young Women's Christian Association Mre. §E G BDuamme

Mrs, A. E. Zonne, Minneapolis

Mrs, John R. Brown, 8t Paul

. Josephine Sizer




February 12th, 1925

Thie article is thought to be the most convincing QXUDElthH
;f ;ho merits of the Child Labor Amendment that has ye

it d 3 e e man
eppeared. Will vou make sure thet it is resd bytt;a on w
5 e : >y i mos esirable
i ity whose support you consider
in your community whc : s b
to win. Then send us without delasy, nsmes aﬁd fugre S
ebout ten or twelve similer men and women - oclnlog ﬁac t
in your community - to whom we shall be glad to send & cop)
with our compliments.

Minnecsota League of Vomen Voters,
1 fe M3 |
1632 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

February 12th, 1925

The attached reprint of an article by Judge Waite of Minneapolis
on the Child Labor Amendment iz, we belicve, the most important
contribution we have had in Minnesota to the discussion of the
merits of the emendment. Tt is sent to you for Your careful
reeding and for your immedite cooperetion in securing further
distribution to influentisl individuels and groups.

Additional copies mey be ordered gt the rate of five cents
per copy or $4.00 per hundred copies.

Minnesota Joint Ratificstion Committee,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minnespolis
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My dear Chairman: -

Realizing that public sentiment is every day growing more favorable
for ratificetion of the child labor amendment and that the truth
about it is rapidly overtaking the shameless propagenda that hes so
misled the public, its enemies are determined to bring it to an
immediate vote in the House.

You should gather your forces together for a hst overwhelming demon-
stration on the part of the friends of the amendments. Letters,
resolutions, petitions, telegrams - let them pour in on your
representatives, to encourage them if they have pledged support

and to persusde them if theyv are not vet convinced. Make this

week Amendment Week. . You have done so much, 't lose ground.
Don't let this chance for victory slip. If w - this year,

we shall not have to ratify two yeers from now. onsin ratified
vesterdav. Why not Minnesota?

Don't spare any effort! Don't miss a c¢hance! Success to vou.

Sincerely wvours,

Vigoutendn Y, ADRALS

\Marguerite M Wells,
'resident

Pr
Try to come to the open hearing on the Amendmen

17th, et 7:30, in the Housge Chember. It is per
chence to show the number &nd gtrength of our support
maéke it convincing.
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Mr. R. D. Underwood, Lake City, Miss Emily Child, Seeretary Mrs. David F. Si
rs. David F. Simpson

Second Vice-chairman 1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis

MINNESOTA JOINT RATIFICATION COMMITTEE FOR THE
CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

Gengral Committee Members

Mrs. Virginia Blythe Miss Alice Kercher
Mrs. W, F. Decker Mrs. B, N. Kager

Father W. P. Driscall Mrs. H. D. Kilgore o
Mrs, John Elllott Mrs. Lyndon King Febr usg ry 1t.'th 3

Mr. J. €. Garrison Mi lorence Kimball ]_ (o] 2 5
Mrs. Robbins Gilman Mr, Edward Nelson

Miss Hilda M. Gippe Mrs. W. J. O'Toole

Mr, John N, Greer Miss Ruth Rosholt

Mrs. H. C. Hanson Mrs. David F. Simpson

Prof. \\'I!].J‘:a M., West }fy- dea r I,.Iember LS

= : The ememies of the Child Labor Amendment, realizing that
State Organizations Represented every day we are winning friends for the amendment, -are
now determined to bring it to an immediate vote in the House.

American Association of University Women *
Mrsz. James 8, King
Mrs. A. E. Bryngelson + . . -
; e we are fortunate in having a last opportunity to prove
OB L PRty A T the strength of sentiment for the emendment gt a second
BN E O Suis oqrestient public hearing before the Public Welfare Committee of

Mrs. G. H. Trafton, chairman

o e et the House. This will be held Tuesday, Februery 17th,
Mrs, . o3, Hirschiielc . - z
Legislative Chairman at 7:30 p.m., in the House Chamber. It is of the utmost
e importance that we do all in our nower to secure a large
ouncil o urches . - -
Mr. R. B. Blyth, Minneapolis Ettenda'ﬂce of frle'ﬂds of the amendﬂent gt this hes I‘lng.
Mr. A, Z. Mann, St. Paul
S The tentative plan for presenting the case for the amend-
306 Aot ment on Tuesday evening is to divide the time between the
Mrs, lsrael hreiner . - - .
groups of organizations represented upon this committee and
Federation of Business and one general Spea ker - pr Uhably Rev. HOV Smith of ‘L\’Iinneaﬂol is
Professional Women's Clubs 7 3 .
Mys Dbme B Earvess pros] dhrt who makes & very forceful appeal. e urge that each
B s en orgenizetion arrange to have as impressive & statement as
possible mede to inform the legislators of the stand of
ey AT beaaeions the organizetion on the amendment. These statements should
be limited to three minutes in order to leave time for
Federation of Women’s Clubs the general talk.

Mrs. J. E. Rounds, president

Mrs. Willard Bayliss, chalrman
Department Public Welfare

Mise Esther Sprague, hairman The service that this committee can render the csuse of
Department Child Welfare - . . ) - -
ratification must be concentrated within the next week.

League of Women Voters It consists of:
Miss Marguerite M, Wells, president
Mrs. Andreas Ueland, chairman

e e Promoting the attendance at the hearing of individuals

Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, chairman

PR veitacy Comitiiice; and groups who favor retification
Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation -
Mr. . J. Bruno, chairman Seeing thet letters, resolutions, telegrams and vetitions
- M) esking legislators to vote for ratification sre imme-
Minnesota Education Association » . 4
Ao i diately forwarded to them from their constituents.

Minnesota State Registered Nurses” Association ihe : : . : ; s 3
Mrs, Frederick Heln, legislative chairman 1”1?0 t we do now will heve & n influenc e on the sction Of the
Minnesota legislature. Do not make the mistake of post-
Women's Christian Temperance Union n.r,_ning I'-."OUT' e_f‘fort UT‘+11 it j_E 4':00 1& 1.‘9‘3 -

Mrs. Josephine Bizer, president
Mra. Myra Griswold, leglislative chairman
Very sincerely yours,
Young Women’s Christian Association b e
Mrs. A. E. Zonne, Minneapolis \l : [ /h v
Mrs, John R, Brown, St. Paul o ’ {
die At l,
Mrs. B G Quamme

Chairmen
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My dear

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

OFFICERS
President
Miss Marguerite M. Wells

First Vice-President
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich

Second Vice-President
Mrs. C. Reinold Noyes

Third Vice-President
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight

Secretary
Miss Electa Byrne
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Telephone: Atlantic 1171
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Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,

Protection of Women in Industry
Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Child Welfare
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Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Living Costs
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
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The monthly meeting of the State Board will be held at the home
of Miss Wells, 325 Groveland Avenue, Minneapolis, on Friday,

February 27th, at 18:3%0 a m,

Members of the board and loccal League

chairmen invited to the meeting will be Miss Wellal guests for

luncheon.

Since the March meeting of the Board will be held at some point
outside Minnezpolis end since the April meeting mav be omi tted on
account of the National convention in Richmond (April 16th to 22nd)
we hope that every member of the board may plan to attend this
meeting. We also hope that every local leegue chairmen who can
will accept this speciml invitation extended to bher to be present.

Transportation to Miss Wells' home will be provided for any one
who arrives at our office between 10:00 and 10:15 on Friday
morning. Please let us know whether to expect you in order that
reservations mayv be mede for luncheon.

Very sincerely yours,

o), Dl
C Fed [ /
L/':/""{"t"‘f' — (et
Emily Child,

Executive Secretary

f




The sttached reprint is sent to vou as the fairest and most
thorough discusc=ion of the Child Lebor Amendment tret hes
been published in Minnesota. If you can mske use of it es
reference material, we would be glad to heve ¥ou send us
eight cents in stemps to cover the sctual cost. Additionel
copies may be ordered gt the same rate.

Minnesote Joint Ratificetion Committee
for the Child lLebor Amendment
1639 Hennepin avenue, Minneepolis

Februesry 19th, 1925

A complimentary copy of this reprint is sent %to you as chairmen
of the Child Welfare Boerd in your county. It is thought by
many to be the most careful and thorough exemination of the
sssues involved in the Child Labor Amendment thet has yet
eppeared. The fact that Judge Waite served for many vears &s
Judge of the Juvenile Court in Hennepin County gives &
perticuler interest to his point of view.

and will then pass it on to others who will be interested in
seeing it, such as fthe Judge of Probate, the county superintendent
of schools and other members of the Child Welfare Board. Other
copies may be had from us upon reauest.

We hope that you will take time to read the article immediztely

Minnesota Joint Ratification Committee
for the Child Labor Amendment

1635 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

February 19th, 1925




MINUTES
LEGISLATIVE CCUNCIL MEETING
February 14th, 1925

regular meeting of the Legislative Council was held at League headquarters,

Februery 14th, 1925, Mrs. Uelend presiding.
Mrs. Ueland, Miss Wells, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. Gaus, League commitiee

on Sociel Hygiene; Miss Lawrence, Lesgue committee on Bducation; Miss Kercher,

League committee on Law Enforcement; Mrs, Dietrichson, League committee on

Women in Industry; Miss Nellie Jones, Business and Professional Women;

Vrs, Sizer and Mrs. Griwwold, W C T U; Miss Hettendorf, Women's Cooperative

Allience; Mrs, Stakmen, Americen Associetion of University Women; Mr. F J Bruno,

Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation; Mre. Denny, Minneapolis League;

Mrs. Tellier of the Rural Advisory committee, Miss Herrison end Mies Child.

Reports were mede on the status of the bills included in or related to the

legislative progrem es follows: -

Rducational Bills Mrs. Wittich reported having attended & heering before the
Education Committee of the House at which the teachers' retirement fund, the
county boerd of education, eand & bill legalizing two year junior collegs
courses in high schools were discussed. County superintendents from McLeod,
We shington and Blue Earth counties presented the merits of the county board of
education bill. Mrs. Wittich commented upon the violent opposition expressed
by members of the committee who eat neer her to this bill.

Child Welfare Measures

Griswold reported that the eppropriation for infancy end maternity work
provided for in the budget of the State Board of Heelth so that it is not
~cessary that we be responsible for seeing that it is introduced.

Vrs. Uelend reported that a bill providing for a refund to counties for
mothers pensions covering the whole period since the bill went into effect

Th 1018 hes besn introduced. She also reported the bill introduced by Mr.
Hompe (H F No. 22) which would repeel the refund provision in the Mothers
Pensions law, and said that Mr. Gislason cen be depended upon to bhelp defeat
it. She said that she hopes for a heering on the repeal bill before the
gppropristions committee and asked for suggestions of those who might be asked
to speek at the hearing and report the fects that led to the passage of the
law in 1917. It -as suggested that Judge Waite, Mrs. Gilmen and Judge C F
Hall should be consulted in this connection.

Mr. Bruno reported that a bill has been introduced changing the mothers'
pension lew to ensble any child who is under sixteen and attending school %o
remein in school and benefit by the sllowence. This bill was prepered by
the Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation in conference with the proba-
tion officers of the juvenile courts in the two cities. According to the
oresent law & child under sixteen who has completed the eighth grade is
expected to lesve school end go to work. This result in only backward children
between fourteen and sixteen being eligible for support under the Mothers
Pension lew. The proposed smendment Mr. Bruno said would affect only some
gwenty to thirty five childnen in Hennepin county - he hed no figures for
the state at lerge.

Other proposed chenges in the mothers pension lswwere summerized &S follows:
1, Providing thet & pension may be granted efter & certain perie has
elapsed from the date of the issuence ef a "warrant for the arrest” of the
husbend on the charge of child sbandonment in place of "indictment" as
in the present law.
Providing thet & men convicted of child abandonment
capesfrom perole must be re-indicted before the wife
receive 8 mothers pension.
Providing for the inclusion (upon the birth of the child)
hild of & pregnent mother abandoned by her husband, in the
the mothers pension law.
. Concerning the salary of probation officers.




iy s

Merriage Bill Mrs. Geous

into the House and Senate end one oubllc hearing he s bﬂen Hr14 b@ fore +no
Public Welfere committee of the House. The bill has been reported out by

the committee with the recommendation that it pess as mended. The minor
emendments include & chenge from five to seven deys in bh@ vaiting ooriod.

She reported the status of the poll of the House at Drpcent as indicating &
unconditionelly in favor of the bill, 6 doubtful and 7 opposed to the ,bollsh—
ment of common law merrisge. It is exrﬁctﬂl that the bill will come to 8

vote on Monday or Tuecsdey.

Mrs. Gaus also reported & bill introduced by Senator Zamboni reguiring a
g 4

doctor s ?Tt‘flc&t“ before a marriege license i sued, Mr. Bruno stated
that the bill wes prepered in the Resesrch Dept. of the Board of Control (by
Dr. Kuhlmen) w1th the purpose of killing off & much more drastic sugenics
bill. He thought that neither bill has & chance of passing,

Q
-

Part: Time School Bill Mi=s Wells reported & conversation with Eliza Bvans
Deming esking whether the Letgue would support the pert-time school b111
introduced in this session. After discussion it wes sgreed thatit would be
unwise to pledge ourselves to additionsl work duripg this session for this
bill not included in our legislative program.

Womsn on Industrisl Commission Mrs. Griswold reported that & bill hes been
introduced in the House providing for the eppointment of three members on the
Industrial Commisesion, one of whom shell be & womsn. It was felt thet there
was little hope thet the governor would &ppoint & woman to the expected vec-
ancy on the Commission, and the bill wes therefore introduced by Mrs. Fdige

(H F No, 524). Mrs. Peige has usked Mrs. Griswold to errange for its introduc-
tion into the Senute snd she will do so. Mrs. Griswold 'reported the W ¢ EU
as in fevor of the bill end willing to help secure its passage.

Indetermincte Sentence Mrs, Wittich reported that the bill (HF 31) affecting
the indeterminate entence, was practically killed et the hearing at which
Judge Weite and Mr. Vasaly of St. Cloud spoke. It contains provisions that
would in effect do swey with the indeterminste sentence which has the endorse-
ment of the Council and the League.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Dietrichson, second by Mr. Bruno, that inasmuch

&s the legislative program for 192% for the Minnesots leegue included egimilar

measures, the bill providing for a woman on the Industrisl Commission be
supported by the leggue, end the bill providing for the repecl of the
ndétermine te Sentence be opposed by the League,

Minimum Wege Bills Two bills heve been introduced into the House affecting

The cdministretion of the minimum wege lew, The first excludes towns under
5,000 from the operation of the lew, the second exempts hotel employes &nd
telegraph operators from its provisions in towns under 1,500. Vlcs Wells sug-
gested that the committee should be polled on both bills end an attempt mede to
¥ill them in committee. Mres., Griswold will take cherge of the poﬁl.

One Dey Rest in Seven Mrs, Dietrichson spoke #n fevor of
Bill, celling attention to the feet that the bill passed
prectically inoperstive by numerous exemptions, hts now
stitutionsl by ¢ ruling of Judge Dickinson. IT WAl VOTED
Wittich, second by Mrs. Grisvwold, that the Council recommend
the Minnesote Lecgue that we support this bill in thie sessi

Child Lebor Amendment. Mrs, Ueland reported the present sts
emendment and id that it is hoped th-- . muWﬂrl*v of the

T‘"‘l‘/‘
I

n*‘g_.-
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My dear

A dinner meeting of the Citizens'
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President
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Committee on Reorganization of

State Depertments is celled for Monday evening, Merch 2nd, to
consider the bill (House File 527) embodving the reorgenization

proposels of the Interim Committee.

The meeting will be held

in the Spenish Room of the Hotel Radisson at six o'clock.

A copy of the bill is enclosed for your informetion. We hope
that it will be possible for you to be present on Monday evening
and give us the sssistance of your comments upon the bill,
Please let us know whether we may expect you.

Very sineerely yours,

Marguerite M Wells,
Cheirman, Citizens' Committee on
Reorgenization of Stete Departments




Minnesota Joint Ratification Committee
for the Child Labor Amendment

WHY THR RIGETESN YEAR LIMIT IS NOT TOO FIGH
IN TH3Z PROPOS®D CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

The child lebor evil has two sspects: One is the employment of children under
14 yesrs of age; the other is the leck of adeocuate protection for older chil-
dren from the dengers of overwork and of exposure to risk in dengerous occu-
petions.

Yot only phvsicians but slso progressive employers are of the opinion that a
long working dev is injurious to adults, lowering vitality end meking them li-
able to disease, especially tuberculosis. It is much more important to chil-
dren, who need rest and recreation in order to insure proper ohvsicel develop-
ment. BExcessive fatigue during the vears of adolescence may change the whole

course of a child's 1life. A study of state laws shows that:

Tleven states sllow children under 16 to work 9 to.ll hours a day; one
state does not regulate in anv wey deily rours of labor of children,

Four stetes do not protect children under 16 from nigkt work.

Children are also more susceptible to -accidents then adults. Theyv lack com-
posure and judgment., They are alwayvs reedy to take chances. If theyv are not
kept awsy from dangerous machinery or otherhazerdous situations, they are apt
to be killed or meimed for life.

A summary of existing state laws shows that:

35 states feail to regulate adeouately or ressonshly the employment of
children under 18 &t dangeroue employment. 39 states ellow children
under 18 to be put to work cleening or oiling machinery in motion.

22 states have no laws to forbid or regulute the employment of children
under 18 where dengerous or peisonous acids, liouide, dves or gases ere
used.

A federel lew would cure, to & grest extent, both of the evils of child lebor;
it could prevent the employment of children under 14, snd it could regulate
the lebor of children 14 to 18 wherever necessarv., If the power of Congress
were cut off at the ege of 14, it could reech only one of the evils of child
labor. Witk power to limit, regulste and prohibit the lsbor of persons uo to
the aege of 18, Congress can esteblish an sight-hour day for children 14 to 16
vegrs of age, and, efter meking thorough studies of hezardous occupctions, it
cen limit them to children of appropriate sges. The Minresota lew &ffords an
pxcellent exegmple of legislation of this twpe for young peonls up to 18 and

o

te 21 yesrs of age.

federel lew constitutes & greest incentive for states to raise
and so insure & double protection to the children of throse
abor officisls themselves gt their lest convention detlerad
t

law would eid the states in the ensctment end esdministration

The wey in vbhich the U S Children's Buresu enforced the former federsl child
lebor lews wes to swes in stete officiels €5 federsl deputies in &ll states
of the federsl law so that the enforce-

ment of the feder: EW WO =legated to state inspectors in such states
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